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BILL.

An Act for the Inspection and proper Management
of Private Asylumns for Insane Persons in Upper
Canada.

WHEREAS great abuses exist in the management of Preamble.
private Asylums for the reception of insane
persons, and a just regard for the due protection of those
who are unfortunately deprived of their reason, renders

5 it urgent that such Asylums should be placed under the
supervision and control of proper authority :—Be it there-
fore enacted, &c.

And it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, Existing pri-
That within one month after the passing of this Act, each [ lvmiic
10 and every proprietor of any house or asylum for the re- take outa
ception of insane persons in Upper Canada, shall apply "=
to the Municipal Council of the City, Town, Village, or
Township, in which such asylum shall be, for a license to
keep the same, (as hereinafter mentioned) ; and any such
15 proprietor failing to apply Tor such licence within the period
aforesaid, shall incur a penalty not less than one hundred
pounds, currency, which penalty shall be recoverable by
and to the use of such municipality, by civil action in any
Court having jurisdiction to the amount thereof.

90 II. And be it enacted, That from and after the expira- No person
tion of one month from the passing of this Act, it shall yrcroe®
not be lawful for any person whatsoever to keep a private asylom with-
house or asylum for the reception of insane persons in ** fiocnse.
Upper Canada, unless such person shall have previously

95 obtained a license to that effect from the Municipal Council
of the City, Town, Village or Township in which he shall
be desirous of keeping such private house orasylum: And
in all applications for licenses under this Act, shall be
set forth a-description (testified on oath before some

30 Justice of the Peace to be correct) of the house and
premises intended for such asylum, the number of rooms
in such asylum, and the-number of patients which it is
intended to receive therein ; the name and profession or
occupation of the proprietor of such asylum, and the

35 charges to be made for patients.

MIIL And be it ena;:ted, Thaﬁ it sha]l'll‘)e law%xll{or the gunicg al
unicipal Council of any such City, Town, Village or >t may
Township, in their discretion to gran; or refuse licenses &

for the keeping of any suchlprivate asylum and all. sych
AlS
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asylums shall be subject to such regulations and restric-
tions as the said Council may deem meet, and which
they are hereby authorized to impose by any by-law
to be passed for that purpose; and no such license shall
be for a longer period than twelve months from the 5
granting of the same; and for each and every such
license it shall be lawful for the said Municipal Councils
respectively, to demand of the person obtaining the same,

a sum not exceeding , pounds, over
and above any tax which any such Municipal Council 10
médy deem meet to impose, and are hereby authorized to
impose, on any such private asylum.

IV, And be_ it .enacted, That three visitors shall be
appointed in each year by the respective Vunicipal Coun-
cils, for the purpose of inspecting and visiting all private 15
asylums for insane persons within the jurisdiction of such
Municipal Councils, respectively; and the Mayor or
Town-reeve shall be ez officio oné of the said visitors ;

~ and of the other two, one at least shall be a physician or
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surgeon residing within the jurisdiction of such Manicipal 20
Council, if any there be; provided such physician or
surgeon be not himself the proprietor of a private asylum
for insane persons ; and such remuneration and travelling,
ex'pens'qs"for their services may be granted to such Visitors
(excepting the Mayor or Town-reeve, who shall only'be 25
entitled to his travelling expenses,) as to the Municipal

"Council may seem just and reasonable.,

V. And be it enacted, That the said visitors shall
have full power and authority to_visit and inspect such
asylums 4t all times’s and they shall. make at least,onc-30
visit in every three months, for the’ purpose of inspecting
such ‘asylums, .and shall make a returd of" all such visits,
with such remarks as they shall deem proper, to the
respective Municipal Councils; and if any keeper of a
private asylam shall refuse to admit the said visitors or 35 -
any of them at any time when he shall be thereunto re-
quired By any of the said visitors, or shall offer any obstruc-
tion to any such visitors, it shall be lawful for the respec-
tive Municipal. Councils to revoke the license of such. -
keeper;and such keeper shall in addition incur a penalty of 40 -
£

VI. And be it enacted, That the Clerks of the res-
pective Municipal ‘Councils shall make a yearly return
of all licensed private asylums within their respective
jurisdiction, and of all pénalties recovered under this Act, 45
to the Secretary of the Province ; and all moneys derived
from licenses to Keep asylums, and from penalties for
offences against this Act, shall be applied to and ‘forthé;
purposes of the Municipality in which the same shall-be -
recovered and paid. 50



