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BILL.

An Act to Reverse the attainder of Aaron Stevens,
and avoid the Forfeiture of certain of his Estates,
and for other purposes therein mentioned.

WHEREAS Aaron Stevens,in his life time of the Town-
ship of Niagara in the County of Lincoln in Upper
Canads, Yeoman, having becn lawfully convictod and at-
tainted of High Treason by him committed, did in the year of

5 Our Lord onc thousand eight hundred and fourtcen suffer
capital punishment for his said crime; and whereas by the
gaid Attainder and the corruption of blood wrought thereby
the Estates and Property real and personal of the eaid Aaron
Stevenshecame forfeited, and were inpart takenupon inquisition

10 found in that behalf and seized into the hands of the Crown
accordingly ; and whereas a portion of the Estates of the said
Aaron Stevens was not found upon such inquisition or declared
forfeited by reason of his said Attainderand conviction as afore-
gaid, or seized into the hands of ‘the Crown as aforesaid; and

15 the Queen’s Most Iixcellent Majesty having been graciously
pleased, through his Excellency the Right Henorable James,
Eal of Elgin and Kincardine, Her Majesty’s Governor
(rencrul of this Provinee, to eignify to both Houses of Parlia-
ment Her Majesty’s - Royal pleasure that the said Attainder

20 of the s2id Aaron Stevens may be reversed, sll corruption of
blood consequent thercon taken away, and no further forfei-
ture enforced against sueh of his Estates as' have not been
already forfeited and dizposed of under the authority of a cer-
tain Act of the Parliament of Upper Canada passed in the
25 fifty-ninth year of the Reign of Her Majesty’s Royal Grand-
father King George the Third, intituled « An Act for vesting
“in Commissioners the Estates of certain Traitors and alco the

¢ Estates of persons declared Aliens by an Act passed in the
“fifty-fourth year of His Majesty’s Reign intituled ¢ An Act
30 ¢ ¢to declare certain persons therein described Alens, and to
“¢vest their Estates in His Majesty and for applying the pro-
“¢ceeds thereof towards compensating the losses which His
“¢ Majesty’s subjects have eustained in consequence of the lzte

% ¢war and for ascertaining and satiefying the lawful debts and

3 ““claims thereupon’s” To the end therefore thatsuch Her Ma-
jesty's bengvolent intentions towards the family of the said
Aaron Stevens may be carried into effect in the most amplo
and beneficial manner for the behoof of such family: Be it
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enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty by and with
the advice and consent of the Legislative Conncil and“bf the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada constituted
and assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an Act
passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 5
Britain and Ireland, and intituled #Aw Act to re-imite the

¢ Provinces of Upper and Liower Canada, and for the Govern-
“ment of Canada”; and it is hereby enacted by the anthority
of the same, That the said Attainder of the said Aaron Ste-
vens shall be and the same i3 hereby reversed, and the corrup- 19
tion of blood and forfeiture- wroubht by, the s:ud _Attainder -
shall be and are hereby avoided and taken away 50 far“as the
same shall or’'may in anywise affect ‘snch - porftions’ of the
Estate of him the-exid "Aaron Stevéns -as have: not- -already
been declared forfeited and been sold under authority of Law; 15
And such portions of the Estate of ‘the said~ Aaron ’Sfe'wens
not already. forfeited and sold bs .aforesaid are hereby vested
in‘the same person ‘persons or parties, whether.cliiming by
will or othierwise, in ‘the .same manner and ~¥ith: the same and
no other effect .or consequence a3 to the rights of -third: parties §)
in upon or with regard to such ‘Estates:as if the said' Aaron
Stevens had died without béing:so- attainted - as iaforesaid:
Provided always nevertheless. that nothing Herein: contained
ghall extend or be-construed to extend to.or:affect any.goods
or chattels, lands. or tenements actually :solid.orconveyed by :p;
the said Commissioners of -forfeited Estates under the aid
Act, or otherwise, or by any ‘Public Officer :or- Ministerof
Justice acting. on behalf of ‘the. Crown in: that: behalf, but all
suchgoods and chattels; lands and: tenements’ shall belongto
the same parties.and-be -dealt”with.'in-all respects asif this 3
Act had not been passed.

“II.. And whereas it'may, be-that ;certmufpﬂrheq lmveent,exed
exther wrongfully or: otherwise. irto . the . possession, oficertain
of the Estatesiof ithe &aid Aaron Stevensnot. sofqrfelted,and 35
disposed. of, but- whose eases as between the: Crown and.such
parties .could not -be, denlt with em:strietilegal, or.equitable
-grounds eJone;. and it is therefore. Her; Majesty’s:Royal plea-
sure.that . power be reserved -to. Her - Mbjesty’s, Govemmor
‘General of this Province for the:timg being to,deal:with.such 40
cases . in. -such, /manmer: a9 miay appear . reasongble, rand
just in| the.-exgrise iof - sound; and.; liberal : discretion;; be
it: therefore enacted; ‘that.iin the.event; of the. heirs.devi-
gees;; or - gegigng of «the; said. Aaron Stevens, bembrcumpalled
to seelc the secovéry. of aty snch.lasj~mentioned Jands, or ten-g5
ements by proseedings in any Cout,of Law; or. Bquity, it
ghall:and,may. be. fawful for the . partymagainst,whom he»she
.or{ they:shall- he- Jsampmc:eedm19 toapply to,the,Courtinwhich
- such. procgedingsishall be pending. to:stay-allsuch prpcgedings
till Her Majesty/s, pleasuyeishall ha, taken  sehether: the: heirs; 50
Jevisees.or-assigns of; the s2id, Aanin Stevensshallbeiatdiberty
to-proceed fot:the recovery iof stieh-Jands on tensments.oropy
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part thereof ; and such Court, upon such party establishing by
affidavit or otherwise to their satisfaction that he is entitled
to the benefit of this provision, shall order such proceedings to
be staid till by an order of the Governor General of this Pro-
vince for the time being it shall be declared that the said heirs
devisees or assigns of the said Aaron Stevens may be at liberty
to proceed for the recovery of such property; whercupon such
proceedings shall be staid accordingly until His Escellency
the Governor General shall through the Provincial Secretary de-
clare it tobe Her Majesty’s pleasure that the heirs devizees or
awigns of the said Aaron Stevens be penmitted to proceed for
the recovery of such property ; whercupon every such Court
ghall order such proceedinga to be continucd as if the order
to stay the same had not been made: Provided always
nevertheless—Kirstly, that it ehall and may be lawful for the
Governor General in the instrument granting permission to
the heirs devisees or assigns of the eaid Aaron Stevens to
proceed for the recovery of such property to 1mpose any and
such conditions upon the heirs devisees or assigns of the caid
Aaron Stevens as in his discretion be may think fit; and the
Court in which such procecdings ghall be pending .shall cn-
force the performance of such condition before allowing such
praceedings to be continued; And -provided also—Secondly,
that nothing in this section contained ehall extend ar be con-
strued to extend to any proceedings that the heirs devizees
or assigns of the said Aaron Stevens shall or may be driven
to adopt after having oncc.obtained by due process of Law or
otherwise the quict and praceable possession of any of such
lands or tenements.

1II. Andbeitenacted, That this Act and the reversal of the
Attainder of the said Aavon Stevens herein referred to shall
be construed and taken in the most laree and beneficial sense
and manner in favour of the heirs devisees and assigns of the
eaid Aaron Stevens.
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