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sionate, and perspicuous in the highest degree.
here is every where the utmost firmness, arising
rom conviction, inthe stutement of opinions ;
hileevery the slightest approach is avoided to
at warmth of expression which would engage
y of the passions on the side which isso clearly

he whole mass of modern authors, to select a
nore just example of pure philosophical writing,
ninfluenced by passions and feelings.

Itis scarcely necessary to add, that this isthe
pirit in which truth ought always to be sought, as
is clearly that in which it ought always to be ex-
pressed, when propounded to the understanding.
he Author of the observations here submitted
yould reckon it: unpardonsble, in exercising in
degree the office of a critic on these essays,
deviate from the impertial,candid,andaltegether

FORMATION AND PUBLICATION OF OFINIONS, AND

Secoxp evrrioN Lox-
E pox 1826." By tus Rav, D, Wikig, L. L. D.

The style inwhich these Essays are written, is
he very best thut can be conceived for the discus-
sion of philosophical subjects. it 15 cool, dispas-

pported. 1t would scarcely be possible, out of

PeBrUARY, 1833 VIACME L.
RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.
FOR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.
BRVIEW OF A WORK RNTITLED, “Essars oN THE|praiseworthy exampie which they  exhibit,

Without at all arcogating to himself the same ex-
cellence of style, he lays full clain to the same
spirit of candor and dirpassionate couvlness m the
investigation of the subject.

Ofthe ten Essays of which the work cobsists,
the two first, wlule they are tie Jongest, are also
by far the wmost important,  They are catitied,
“ON THR FORMATION AND PUBLICATION OF GPINIONS,
a designation which sufliciently indicates the ob-
jects of whica they treat,

In the first scction of this Essay, some just ob-
servations are made on the weanings of the terms,
belief, doubt, disbelict) assent and opunion. Amwtar
other things, it is observed with great justice, that
the word, helicf, is, in common lanauage, taken ct-
tenfor the systetn of traths belicved, as well as
for the state of the mind when it assents to the
truth of a proposition. The latter is the proper
use of theword. Theword orixiny is understuut

to mean a proposition, unssented to, ufter doubt,
deliberativn, and argument,

Afler some other pertinent remarks on the use
of theterms to e employed in this discussion,
the author proceeds, in section sccond, to an-
nounce his lealding proposition, that belicf s inall
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cases, aud, in every degree of it, an involuntary
act ot the understanding., 1lad this propusition
beenlimited to cusesinwhich the mind is fairly,and
undeniably secking for information, and fully com-
petent to weigh the ovidence obtained, there seems
to be very littie ground for doubting the truth of
what it asserts.  The mind then proceeds upon
clear and satisfactory cvidence, and can neither
give nor withhold its assent, but according to that
degree of evidence which ia before it.  But, when
daily and manifest proofs are constantly at hand to
show that mankind form many of their opinions
teom prejudice, pussion, interrst, habit, negligence,
and indifference avout truth, it secems far too
sweeping a conclusion, to assert, that all opimions
formed in this manuer are involuntary. If pre-
vailing desires, interested pursuits, carelessness,
inattention, Le voluutary acts or habits depen-
dent on choice, the opimons forined in consequence
of these causes, must be so also. If these are
uot voluntary, i¢ will be difficult to show that any
acts whatever are of that character,

But it is time to consider the proofs or argu-
ments which the author hus adduced in support of
Lis assertion. Thkev wmay be reduced to three :
First, that the evidence in favor of propositions
concernng which different opinions areentertained,
toes Dot duler 1 ats nature, but only in degree,
from that in favour of propositions which com-
mand universa) ussent ; Secondly, that the mind
is pussive in the reception of all the impressinns
toat intluence beliel or dishelief; and consequently
camnot itself produce any change in that effect ;
"f'h rdly, that every one is conscious of not being
uble to resist any evidence fairly laid before him.

With iegard to the first of these, it is granted
by all faquirers, that in the case of propositions ad-
wiiting of arithmetical or mathematical proof, or
of proof from experiments, or of historical events
perfectly authenticated, the mind cannot refuse
13 assenl. But it by no means follows, as the
aathur argues, that in doubtful or uncertain pro-
positions, the taind must be still cqually incapable
ol resisting or quakiying uccording to its choice,
tie assent which it gives or refuses. In such
cases there §s ofien much difficulty i balancing
witferent kinds and degrees of evidence.  Wishes
and desires lead to overlook doubtful arguments,
Previous bisbits of thinking give un undue weight
to one st of urgumnents sbove another. Allure
not pepured to sacrifice every thing in favour of
teuth.  Derhaps no ian 1s prepared to do so with
regard to every kind of truth,  And if the mind
has nay preddection i favour of one sideof the
guwut inut that Lie other, it soor;, too soon,
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learns to dwelluponthose views of the subject which
goto confirm what it desires.  Andin the endy
frequently forgets that there existed any cause for
hesitation. It feels as confident in its own belief
as if it had never entertained o doubt. These are
voluntary acts of the mnind, if there are any such,

Theact of forgetting is indeed, not o voluntary
actitself. But it may be, and often is, the effect of
various voluntary acts, such asa desire and an ef.
fort, to employ our minds on other and more en-
grossing subjects.

But because beliefis necessary, and consequent-
ly involuntary, in cases in which the evidence is
complete, the anthor conceives it obviously, fol.
lows, that in cases of doubt the effect produced
must be also involuntary, Now thig consequence
is by no means legitimately drawn, Whenever
the eviaence of a proposition becomes imperfect,
whenever the mind begins to waver and hesitate,
and doubt, it begins also to settle upon different
parts of the proofs adduced, toselect one argy-
ment and pass by another, according to its previ-
ous habits, and not unfrequently according to its
previous wishes and desires, that one side or other
may be found to be established, It is undoubted-
iy true, as in this work asserted, that the mind can
have no power to change the naturc of the evidence
beforeit. But it appears to havea power to fix
uttention on oue part of that evidence more than on
another, to withdraw itself altogether from some
of the features of it, and to fix itself esclusively
upon others that may be more in accordance witl;
its inclinations, and more dircctly leading to the
conclusions at which it wishes to arrive, It may
be perfectly true all this time, that the mind docs
not desire to wander from the truth ; but finding
the truth difficult to come at, it desires to follow
its former bent, or the bent that may be agrecable
to it,but without perceiving that it has abandoned
the path of enquiry. ‘Truth,it issuid, is ina well;
he who is vnwilling to dive for it, must flounder
in the wavesat the surfuce,

The mind can probably at no time desire to be
in error with regard to any thing which it deems
important ; but it may consider things as trivial
which are not so : it may desire to aveid the trou-
ble of enquiry, and it may be iuclined to avoid un-
welcome information wlile there is a chance of jts
not being true.

The author's second argument to prove the mind
to be involuntary in the formation or adoption ofits
opinios, is, that it is passive in the reception of
all the impressions that influence belief or disbe-
lief. “By mere volition,” says he, “ we cannot
call up any ides, nor, thercfore, any numberof
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sxdcns forming an argument ; such an operation
: hecessarily 1mplymr' the nctuul presence of the
{':dcus pefore the will is exerted.”  This doctrine
H ’is also sonctioned by the statementsand opimons of
setaphysicians of the very highest nume. But
%otwath;tnndmg these very great anthorities, the
% 'few following fucts are, with the uimost possible
'\ shumility and deference, submitted as some ground
for entertaining & strong suspicion, that the mind
b ‘?does actually possesssome influence in directing, at
k lenst to a certain degree, the .current of ideas Unt
\are contiavally passing through it, and consequent-
-,ly, in affecting, more or less, the opinions which it
" forms ona certam description of subjects,

“i The simple circumstance, that we can, by acer-
“"Hain process of mind, recall to our rccollccuon,
- ‘things and ideas which we had forgotten, and do
. .not at present remember, is 2 proof that we possess
- ““gome such power. This is undoubtedly a volunta-
. .xy operation of mind ; for we actually et our at-
-7iention to seek for the ld(."l we hadlost or forgotten,
~‘and continue to turn over all the furniture with
“iavhich our memory is stored till we meet with the
‘thought which we are in quest of. It isverytrue,
,uund often happens, that we cannot immedi-
g atcly summon up the idea weare in quest of.  We
cmmot instantly command its presence in the ima-
,gination. We cannot, hke the magician, stamp
Fith our foot, and instantly obtain what we want.
‘But such is thepower of recollection whichthemind
1possesses, that we gencrally succeed atlast inve
‘calling the fugitive thoughts. We may be some
seconds, even some minutes, on the rack ; we may
.even spend hoursin the painful search ; nay, days
may pass away before we succeed in calling up the
lostand valued idea, And if no record of it ex
ists, it is possible, but only barely possible, that it
may be lost for ever.

Now, let it only be considered what must neces-
sarily happen, should any individual, in forming his
opinion on some important subject, lose in this
manner the remembrance of some essential cir-
cumstance required for the formation of a correct
opinion.  And let us suppose further, that, to avoild
the trouble and delay, and exercise of patience, ne-
cessary for rccollection, that he proceeds in-
stantly to draw his conclusion and form his decided
opinion from the premises already at his mind’s
command, Isit not manifest, that heis blameable
for haste and precipitancy of judgment 2 Ias he
not committed a voluntary fault 7 And supposing
this voluntary and meditated neglect to lead to
somc capital error in his conduct or in his bel'ef;
who cansay that such an error is not the effect of
volition? And wkho will pretend that he is not

justly chargeable with the v rions eorsequences
to which such an error way lead? It be had
made serioug and persevering effarts of reco'-
lection, and yet not succeeded @ we might thenar-
quithum of allbleme. But without at least a mo-
derate effort,we cannot uponany principle of mon.!
reasoning hold him blameless.

Itis, however, well deserung our attention,to
observe in what manner these important efforts of
recollection are performed,  The nand, asalreadv
hinted, bas no direct method of making them. It
is possessed of no talisman to call up the idea re-
quired, It must and can only proceed inits ar-
customed tracts of assaciation, swmmoning up the
various traws of ideas that are supposed to be con -
nected with ity and may be expected 1o bring ita-
long with them. Tlus incapability of erlling up
the precise idea required, is prohubly all that js
meant by the ilustrious metaphysicrans  reforred
to, when they assert the jmpossibiity of bringing
by volition any idea into the mind which is not ac-
tually present to it. They could never have in-
tended to deny that the mind is possessed of a cer-
tain management, @ certain tactand art, by which
aenerally, though not universally nor with ubsolute
certainty, it attains the end proposed.  This man-
agement and tactis learned by experience, and s
acquired universally. No man iswithoutt, He
who would neglect its assistance in the formanon
of important opinions, could never be held free
from blame. His errors could not be held invol-
untary. It is true he did not uctually intend beng
wrong ; but it is equally true, that he did not use
the necessary means of beng right.

1t may, perhaps, be here urged, that we are thus
putting :wn extreme case. In answer, letit be ob-
served, that, though a strong case is here put for
the sake of illustration, it is probable that slighter
cases occur with great frequency. There
are also many other causes besides absolute
forgetfuluess, that are suffered to turn away
the mind from the correct view of many of the
guestious that involve some degree of doubt. Of
this kind are 2l the various biases to wlhich differ-
ent minds indifferent degrees are exposed.  Andit
is only in cases that involve some degree of doubt,
and require some deliberation, that there is room
for the operation of such bisses. Where the evi-
denceisclear and decisive, the assent of the under~
standing is unavcidable,

Ourauthor’s third argument is that every sund
is conscions to itself of being utterly incapable of
changing its belief or disbelief; in consequence of
any volition. «“Take,” says he, “any controverted
fact °n history. Let a man make himeelf perfect~
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ly acquainted with the statements on hoth sides,
and ut the end of his investigation, he will either
believe, doubi, or disbelieve the fact n qnestion,
Now apply uny possible motive to his mind,
blame him, praise him, intimidate i by threats,
or alinre him by promises, uo alteration can, by
such means, be produced in his discerament of the
tenth or falschood of the fact.”

Now this statement is, without Joubt, perfectly
correct as far a3 external means are concerned.
No deyree whatever of qutward force can in any
way ciauge the state of the mind's assent or dis-
sent,  But the sune thing is not true of the mind’s
own partihtiesats ownaifeetions, abits, likings or
aslilangs. These not only may, but actually do in
ACry aeany cases, give a coloring to the result of
tie mind's enguirics, and afieet it in almost every
case of uncertamty and del:beration. It requires
much care and attention to free the understanding,
cien to o moderate degree, from those preposses-
tivns, lience the frequent and repeated exhor-
tations of the lovers of truth to all enquirers, to
free their minds lom euch fluence.  Hence the
Gficulty of finding lustoilans, or men fitted to
write history in conscauence of therr freedom from
all improper bias and partiality.  How necessary
such a quality is in a historman, all confess ; and
ret low few have been fzmed fur the possession of
1t i any emivent degree. Not one can be cited,
who hus not, in some instances, fuiled 1n the
practice of 1t,

The result of these considerations, appears to
be, that belie! is so far from bemg entirely invo-
Ity that itis so in such cases ouly as are
accsuipatied with such evidence as to render the
assent or dissent necessary.  In other cases 1t
ought to be sv also ; it ought to be moved even in
its douhts enly by evidence and probabihity. But
whil: man centinues to be that compound of
Labats, passions, pariialiies, and antipathies that
Lie now iz, 1t is too mneh to expect, that i all his
cginrons, hie will be auserned by evidence alone,

In scetion thind, the avther proceeds to consider
the opinicys of writers wim bave treated of this
subjert 5 bot they will be £ ond remarkably to co-
wcide with the view wlich has been given in these
remarks, A gnotation is given frem Locke, in
which is stated strongly and most justly, the
impossiblity tiet there is of the mind's refusing
its assent 10wy proposition wlich s clearly
uaderstoed. and its evidence decisives  But this
quotation; is concluded with the following  impor-
tant sertence :—% Yet we can binder both know-
lecge nnd assent, by stopping enquiry, and not
employing cur [zenltios in tie search of any troth,”
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This surely is an adwiesion, that the mind
possesses at least an indircet influence over its
conclusions.

Lord Kames is another author whost opinions
are referred to on tins subject, e states, indeed,
very distinctly, aud for ressons which he details,
that the mind cannot call up ideas at will, and as
it plcases. Yet headds :—¢But though we cannot
add to the train an unconnected idea, yet it fre.
yuently depends on our will, to attend tu some
deas, and to diswmiss others.” * This s all that is
necessary to render our opinions voluntary, to a
certain degree at least, on & variety of subjects.

Another ceclebrated wmotaphysician referred to,
is Mr. Dugald Stewart. Iis opinion coincides
with those of the authors already quoted. After
making statements similar to theirs, he adds :—
¢ Notwithstanding the immediate dependence of
the train of our thoughts on the laws of assecia-
tion, it mwust not be imagined that the will
possesses no influcnce over it. This influence i-,
wdeed, not exercised directly and immediately ;
but is uevertheless, very extensive in its effects.”
It is no small pleasurc to the author of these
remarks to find them so fully confirmed by the
suthors who hed been cited to prove the very
opposite position,

What has probably led so many great men to
consider belief, as in cvery case, completely invo-
luntary, is the supposition that the understandng
acts the same part in cases of decisive, as in those
of doubtful evidence. Now many, or most of the
important propositions that arc submitted to the
understanding, have for, or against thetn, some
liking or dislie.  WWe have our wishes on the one
side or the other. Wherever the evidence, as
seen by the mind, is clear and indisputable, belief
or disbelief will of course follow, according to the
nature of that evidence. The understanding must
vield. Lut wherever the evidence is sucl asto
give rmise to mmch balancing, pondering, and
deliberation, these previvus preferences and dislikes
will generully have some cficet, and in many cases
much. Our anthor zdmits that this wilful par-
tiality of attention or examination, is possible; but
he thinks “its eficcts are very circumscribed and
uncertain,”” It is hyrhly prubable, on the contrary,
that they are very extensive, And as to their
veing uncertain, this circumstance rather serves,
and indeed, serves much, to augment the evil
arising. There exists among a large portion of

mankind, a very strong and geveral desite to think
4

* Elcucnts of Criticism, cliap. 1, part I,
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£u)l alike, And this desire has no regard to
ievidence. There is among another portion less
2 umerous, but more influentinl, & strong desire
also to be distinguished for singularity. This
desire, also, so farasit goes, has no regard to
evidence ; and is for ity or against it, 8s the case
may be.

}  This consideration, along with a host of otheys
i that might be mentioned, were there time for it,
rwill goa great way towards accounting for the
{ great diversity of opinion that exists among
. mankind. The involuntariness of opinion might
! indeed account for the continuance of that diversity
E when it once had an cxi.gence, but can gi\'e us no
¢ assistance in understending or conjecturing how

that diversity first arose,  As the circumstances of
¢ mankind were originally alike, their opinions, if
7 involuntary entirely, must have been so also ; and
: 60 they must have continued. ~ See sect. v.and vi.

e

In sections seventh and eigth, our author
{ procceds to the consideration of the subject of
; persecutionyone of the greatest evils unquestionably,
; to which men have been exposed, and one of the
t most cnormous crimes of which they have been
§ gulty. He conceives that this hideous iniquity
x has always been more or less connected with the
% supposiiton that belief was voluntary, If this
%could be clearly established, it would indeed be no
Peiidence either way ; but it would create a very
Fpatural, and perhaps a pardonuble and no doubt a
# strong prejadice aguinst the truthof the supposition
[ in question. But, as it could be no evidence on
. either side, let the subject be considered according
to its merits,

The great and enormous evils and injustice,
and cruelty arising out of persecution for conseience’
sake, render it . subject well worthy of grave
investigation, It would he extremely desirable
fully to investigate its natural history. In thesc
brief remarks, there is not room for doing justice
to such an enquiry. It may, however, not be out
of place just to notice two leading causes which
seeny in all ages, to have contributed to introduce
and perpetuete this dreadful scourge of the human
race.

The first is an excessive and unreasonable
conviction which men have ever been apt to form
of the incontrovertible certainty of their own
opinions. Having never paid the least attention
to the grounds of any opinions but their own, they
imagine, and are in fact convinced, that every
contrary one is maintained only from prejudice,
interest, obstinacy, or some other culpable motive.
They conceive that their opponents have at bottom
the same opinions with themselves, but that they
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are too obstinate, or too dishonest to own it.—
Their own opinions appear so undeniable that they
cannot possibly imagine how any mon can in his
heart deny them. That is,in short, their ownbelief
bewg involuntary, nccessary, and unavoidable,
their oppoitent’s must be cqually so, and he justly
deserves to be punished or exterminated, on
account of his obstinately refusing to acknowledge
what he knows to be true, and of wilfully propo-
gating known errors, Those who have had ovpor-
tunitics of’ conversing with intolerant persons, or
bigots, know that this is the way in which they
reason. If vou can once convince them that their
opponents may be in error, that they may be honest
in their opimons, you have thuscured them of their
tolerance, their bigotry is eradicated, they would
not any longer recommend or support persecution.
Bigotry, it is plain, is simply, the spirit of perse-
cution shorn of its power.

The reason given by the best of the Roman
Emperors, or by their Ministers, for persecuting
the ancient Christians, offers a singular confirma-
tion of this view of the subject. They admitted
that the Christiens were guilty of no crimes what-
ever ; but said, they deserved to bo punished for
their obstinacy,—pertinacie aut pervicacia. 1t is
impossible to suppuse this expression to mean any
thing else, than, that they conceived these persons
to be wilfully and obstinately persevering in known
error, and ncedlessly deviating from the customary
practices.  ‘L'liey evidently conceived the recom-
mendation, to their system and practices, so
palpable, that assent to their propriety was invo-
luntary and unavoidable in every honest mind.

It sppears, therefore, that the sentiment cnter-
toined by many hberal and highly eminent
individunls of the present age—that the opinion
of belief bewg voluntary, was connected with the
support of iutolerance—is founded in error. The
reverse appears to be the more general fact.

The other cause of persecution deserves to be
mentioned from its impertance, but needs not to
be dwelt upon, since not particularly connected
with the present enquiry. It has lJecxx an unfor-
tunateand prevailing oninion among men of talents
and men in power, that the great body of mankind,
are utterly incapable of forming any correct
sentiments at all on important subjects, and that,
therefore, they must, in all cascs, be restrained in
the use of their understanding, and compelled to
adopt and retain the reigning belief—the belief of
their superiors. If this unfavourable view of
mankind is at any time correct, it is only when
their minds have been long debased by slavery and

grinding oppression. In every othcr case, the
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understanding of every man of ardwary intelligence
is at least a better guide for directivg lnm in his
ordinary duties and the regnlition of his beliel
than that which any other human authorty can
provide for him.

Thete are many other observations which might
be made on this important subicet; but brewity
must be studied.

The great moral lesson to be learned from the
view that has been taien, 1s the paramouut obliga-
tion of mutual forbearance. The right of private
Jjudgment, is perhaps the wmost important ijght of
men existing in society. If it be once fairly and
fully adwitted, every epecies of intolerance will
hide it head.

Another moral lesson, of hardly less inportance,
which the same view strongly forces upon our
atteation, is the necessity of pursuing all important
enquries with strict impartiahty of mud, T shun
all bias and prejudice, ic particularly enjoined upon
us by the doctrine, that many of our opinions are,
to a certain degree, dependent on an exercise of
volition. Such an admonition would be perfectly
useless, if opinions were universally and completely
independent of the will, or of any resolution that
we could form. Were all belief' necessary and
unavoidable, it would be equally uscless to advise
and to receive advice, on the subject of following
truth with an unprejudiced mind.  The mind nust,
in that case, sbide by the decision to which it has
come, No exhortation to dispassionate enquiry,
or to laborious research, can be of the smallest
avail. And the numbers of exhortations to that
effect, with which the works of moralists abonnd,
must be thrown aside as so much useless Jumber,
and an unnecessary waste of words. It were
indeed extremely to be wished, that mankind had
. arrived at such a degree of impartiality and total
exclusion from prejudice and passion, as to remove
all necessity for such admonitions. That they are
not yet arrived at that state, or rather, are nearly
as far removed from it as ever, hardly any wise
man will deny. And the writer himself, before us,
admits the charge in its utmost latitude, notwith
standing the wery diflerent coaclusion which he
has drawn from it.

Writers on mathematics and on other branches
of pure science, give noadmonitions on the impor-
tance of impartial enquiry. The reason is obvious.
It would be utterly uscless. The truth here
forces its way, and cannot be resisted, Delief and
disbelief, in this cose, are entircly involuntary.
It' they were so in other cases, there would be no
necessity of advice to pursue truth, and to shun
error. There would be no occasion for the very
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excellent and rational exhibition written by this
author himself, and forming part of the following
essay, of the great importance of truth. Truth
would, then, in all cases, not only recommend
itself, but secure its own reception, .

The immense distance that is seen to exist
among different portions of the human race in
respect to literature, science, and the arts, dimin.
ishes greatly in its extent, when we come to
consuder them in relation to morals and the common
uctions of Iife. There they are much more nearly
onalevel ; and no one is so unfavourably dealt
with, that he caunot form some opinions asto what
he ought to do, or ought not to do ; what it is his
duty to follow, and what to avoid.

The science of morals, i such it can be called,
being the science of happiness,is open to the whole
lwman race.  None are excluded from the know-
ledge of its distinctions, none from the perception
of 1ts motives. The sciences by which a high
renown is obtained, those by which genius lives in
the memory of future generations,---these sciences
are imparted to a few. This is the signal dis.
tinction obtuined by rave tulents. But moral
distinctions, the principal means by winch the
feheity of minds is affected in every condition of
life, are imparted to every individual who wears
the countenance, and possesses the intellect of
man. Ditlerences may exist, and do exist, in no
small degree, in the possession of this important
quality ; but the spint of moral perception, the
vis vivida of the science on which all happiness
depends, is distnbuted to every mind, Can we
conceive it possible for the Author of existence to
mark by wmore striking indications his supreme dis-
postition to benevolence ?

After the very full consideration which has been
given to the first cssay in this work, on the
formation of opinions, it will not be necessary to
dwell at any length on the second. It is entitled
“On the Publication of Opinions.” It is hke the
former, written with much dispassionate coolness,
and accuracy of reasoning. As the conclusion to
which he comes, is pretty generally admitted, there
scems to be no necessity for entering into any
lengthened discussion of it.

He is an advocate for the free and unreserved
publication of all opinions of whatever kind,
provided only, that such publication is conducted
in a proper manner. In every well informed and
properly constituted mind, there can scarcely be
any doubt as to this principle. And, accordingly,
the British government has always shown the
greatest and most laudable forbearance on this
subject. No person, who publishes his opinions
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g vith proper temper and moderation, has ever been
disturbed or restrained in this proceeding. It has
becu justly considered that truth,is its own firmest

Lzrupport, and most cffectual defender. The trite

axim usunlly repeated to this purpose, is
ot more trite than just: Magna est veritas e
kprevalebit.

Quebec, October 1, 1835,

RELIGION IN HOLLAND-—THE SCOTTISH
CHURCH, ROTTERDAM~THE DUTCH
CHURCH.

From the Chutch of Scotland Magazine,

All are aware of the fact, that Scotland and Hol-

“Jand had much intercourse in early times; but we

‘f’havc been struck with the amount of intercourse which

‘?\ ubsisted between them—commerce doubtless had its

fgnﬂuence—bm religious persceution seems to have

been the grand cause. The Saviour exhorted his
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Ffollowers when persccuted in one quarter to flee to an-

Jgother, and under his gractous government it has usual-

Iy been ordered that persecution has seldom raged
¥ -
“Ggeveral countrics at once, so that one country has sup-

%’phcd an asylum for the persccuted faithful of another.

3
»
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“iments, well known under the name of the Scottst
brigade, among the oldest regular woops of Europe

‘were raised und sent to the aid of the Protestant

causc.  After remaiming 200 ycars on the continent

and rendering various important services to the inter-
ests of trucliberiy and religion, they became natural-

ized n Holland towards the close of lust century

As in these pious times, neither commercial companies
nor regiments of war went forth without a suitable
complement of chaplains, so in this way a great many
British came to be vesident in the Netherlands, and
even church courts were regularly organized in the ar-
In return forthe services thus rendered to Hol-
land by Britain, the Dutch at & later duy, the day of
Scotland’s persecution—opened up a refuge for our
Vast numbers were scattered over
Not less
than 1000 Scotch were resident in the one city of
Rotterdam, and many of the ministers who succes-
sively dispensed divine ordinances to them were emi-
The first was old Petrie, the
historian of the Church of Christ, who resigned his
charge in Perthshire, and became minister at Rotter-
dam.  Afier a short interval, he was succeeded by the
well known Robert M'Ward, the secretary of Samuel
Rutherford, and one of the ministers of Glasgow, who
was obliged to leave his country for the faithfulness of

my.

suffering anecstors.
Holland at the end of Charles I1.’s reign.

nent in their profession.

THE SCOTCU CHUR

sWhen suffering under the Popish tyranny of Philip
1 of Spain, Holland applied to Queen Elizabeth of!
ZEngland for assistance, and with the zeal of Protes-
Santism, she immeduately sent G000 troops who were
;'fc‘)f essential service.  So early as 1572, three regi-
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hispreaching. He agan was succeeded by the cele-

brated Robert Flewming, the author ofthe  Fulfilling

of the Scriptures,” who, from the study of the prophe-

cies, predicted the outbrenking of the French Revolu-

tion 100 yeurs before it took place, and whose work,

it is said, Mr. Pitt found it necessary to use means to

suppress, in the fear of its interfering with m litory

discipline.  Nor was it the natives of Scotland ouly

who found an asylum in Holland ; when, in conse-

quence of the revoeation of the edict of Numtes, a

millwn of Piotestants were dnven from France, muny

of them tound a home in Holland, so much so that

200 of their minsters were resident there at one time;

and it was not mere  protection which the Dutch Pro-

testants afforded their persccuted brethren of France

and of Scotland, they treated them with the utmost

kindness, and have all along supported their rehgious

ordinances from the pullic funds, putting the minis-

ters on the same footing with their own—in the case of

our countrymen at Rotterdam supplying them with an

additional muister where this was necessary, anda

site for their chureh when  rebuilt.—Another proof of
the extensive intercourse which subsisted between tie

Protestants of this country and Holland at an carly

and even a later period istobe found in the numerous

theological works which were translated from English

into Duteh, Thus so enrly as 1663, Guthrie's Great

Concern was translated and published at Amsterdam;
Rutherford’s Letters in 1673 ; Naphtali in 1668 ;
Binning's Common Principles of the Christian Religion,
1678 ; Durham’s comnientary on the Book of Reve-
lation, 1744; Heary’s Communicant’s Companion,
Hague, 1738; Witherspoon on Regencration ; Bos-
ton on the Covenant of Grace ; Marshall on Sancti-
fication. With the exception of Henry, these works
and many others which were translated are works of
Scotch theology, plainty showing not only the inter-
course of the nations, but the identity of the religion.
Indced in the course of last century large numbers of
British received part of their education in the univer-
sities of Holland. The university of Leyden could
number not less than 2000 British scholars at one
time,

1
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But to return to the Scotch church of Rotterdam,
this church, like iis parent in this country, has proved
herself the friend of education and thepoor. For
more than a century and a half, she has maintained a
school under the charge of the session, in which the
principles of religion, English, and the usual branches
of education are taught; the seminary bas been of
eminent utihty, and has been instrumental in introduc-
ing to reputation and henor not a few who might
otherwise have iived and died unknown ; and with
regard to the poor, so early as 1727, the Scotch church
at Rotterdain established an orphan's hospatal for chil-
dren of Scotch extraction who had lost their parents,
carefully provided for and instructed them, and paved
the way for their establishment in life.  Their efforts
werc attended with the best results.  'When the insti~
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tution, afier dispensing good for 99 years, was owing
to particular ciccumstances broken up, its annunl ex-
penditure was not less than 1,300, But interrsting as
these facts are, we are not to imagine that through the
lony period during winch the Scotush chwch at Rot-
terdam has existed, 1{olland has been always blessed
with a hughest tane of chrivtian doctrine.  She safier-
cdthe same remackable deeline of piety which char-
actenzed the other churehes of the Reforaation in the
course of kast century.  ‘I'he Rev Dr. Kenuedy, one
of the Scotch ministers, says, in 1718, in explaation
of lus publishing a volume of discourses, that his de-
sign was “ to bear witness to the great doctrines of
grace and to place those important truths in a stnking
hght that are now seldom met with but in creeds and
confessions, and thus as much as in me lies to help to
stop the course of that defection that is geing forward
from the grace ofthegospel to the covenant of works ina
new shape.” By far the most plwsible arguments
against establishments are drawn from the unsound
doctrine and nctliciency with which they liave been
occasionally chargeable, and especially towards the
closc of last century. But it is important to hear
in mmnd that these did not necessarily spring out of the
principles of Church Establistments, but were owing
to a remarkable withdrawing of the influences of the
Spirit of God winch affected all the Protestant churches,
established and dissenting  of Christendom at the
same time.  The Dissenters of England and Ireland
suffered as gricvously or more gricvously than the
established churches—so did the churches of America,
and the church of Holland was uot excmpted,

Such a general eclipse at the same moment can ob-
viously be expluined only by a very comprehensive
cause—3a cause more comprehensive than the opera-
tion of Church Establishments—a plain  proof of]
which is, that true religion and practical efficiency have
returned to established, as well as to  dissenting
churches at the same time. It is most  unfair, th re-
foreto charge the unsound doctrine and occusional 1n-
cfficiency of the established churelics upon the prinei~
ple of acivil recogmtion of Cliristianity. In partas
the effect, and partly doubtless as the puushnent, of
the wreligion and spirnual deadness which inficted the
Protestant Ciwrches of the Reformation, the Frencls
Revolution of 1792 was allowed to breale oui ; and
while it scourged Popery, 1t did not spare cold-hearted
Protestantism.  Few countrics suftered more serious-
ly than Holland. Fiench primciples spread among
thepeople; and m 1795 the Church was separated
from the State. At the same period a similar propesal
was made in thes country, but without effect. ‘I'he seeds
were, however, then sown of the present controversy
Some sgnorant men magine, where there is no alliance
between Church and State—where the government, as
regards religion, 15 an mfidel—that there can be
nothing which savours of intolerance and perseeution.
The experience of Holland tcaches another lesson.
The National Assembly of France, which was

THE SCOTCH UIUKRCH 1IN HOLLAND,

thoroughly voluntary in ns religious views, was a«
keen a persccutor at home as almost any Papal powec
could be, and it did not fail to show its spirit even ot
a distance.  The French decrecd that no church belt
should be tolled in Holland; that no minister o
precentos should appear m ofiicial dress: they demo.
lished the monuments erected to the memory of i
Scots and Dutch in the cathedral clurch of Campver. |
strapped 1t of all its furnishings, amd twined it mto o
house of corrcction. ALt the saue tune they fuled to
pay the salanies which, after the abolition of Clwel,
and State, they had guarantec § to the ministers for thee
years !t Is thus not interfering with religion 1—and
yet they were Voluntaries, and, of comse, couid nu:
be perseentors!  But infidelity, like all other evii,
has an appointed course  Afier the churches
Holland, and the people also, had. suffered severely
from Irance, and been taught some salmtary lessons,
the House of Orange was restored in 1813, and the
different Protestant communions were immediately put
in possession of the 1ights and privileges of which they
had been deprived,  Unhappily the voice of expe-
dieney was listened to so far that all religious sects
were taken under the charge of the government, and
are now salaried by it.  This was a most pernicicus
measure, espectally as regards the Roman Cathohies,
but it does not scemr to have prevented the revival of
the Protestant Church.  Many of her outward
arrangements e remarkably good.  The miristas
are mereased m number according to the demands of
the Protestant pepulation. A communuy or paish

Under 1600 is entitled to 1 pastor.

Fiom 1606 10 3000 w0 2
3000 5000 3

5000 7000 4

7000 10,000 5
10,000 13,000 [t}
13,000 16,009 7
16,000 20000 8

For every addisonal 5090 souls, unother minister
allowed by govermaent.  1appy would it have o
fur the Chuarch of Scotland had she been provided wm
the sanie way,

According to a printed statement in 1629, there
were then 1600 ministers i Holland, of whom 1152
belonged to the Reformed or Calvinistic church, 63 w
the Lutherans, 35 to the Baptists, and 21 to tin
Remonstrants or Armumans; and according to ti
census of 1530, the population of lolland amounted
o 2,426,206, or about twe and a half nulhons, winch
15 nearly the population of Scottand.  As neariy
837,000 of this number are Roman Catholics, and
16,000 Jews, there is mot only apparently a ful
provision for the Protestant population, but opportunty
afforded to the munisters of the truth labouring with
cilect among that part of the people who are sunk m
heresy and error.  As the chureh property was,
duning the French supremacy, merged in the general
propesty of the nation, the clergy are now pad
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m the State, like the Presbyterians of the
Jeorth of Ircland. The maximum salary is about
-£200; the minimum, little more than £50; but the
:a‘ergy 1 country places have a fiec house, &e.  Of
“@durse, these sums are much more valuable than the
“aamo amount in tns country.

§ But, better than any external arrangements, and
; oubtless in part as the fruit of them, a remaukable
Svival of true religion has of late years appeared in
Holland. Her newspapers and peviodicals of litera-
- "fare, as well as public proceedings, and atteation ‘o
“the religious instruction of the poor, bear stnking
avidence to the realty and estent of a rencwed
Teligious spirit.  We mahe the following short ex-
feacts from an interesting review of Dutch peviodicals,
b\y a friend who is well acquainted with the subject,
6 the January number of the Ldinburgh Presbyle

“fian Review :

{i}rcclly fro

;rl-\" The revival of true religion in Holland may well
;fnlercstlhc whole Christian world. We have seen
Jgome striking fruits of such a recovery in Eogland
;-'iml North America.  Are the Follanders less hkely
3o surpnise and rejorce the Christian wotld by “truts
fmccl for repentance ¥ ‘They are no ordmary people,
Jind have never been so. In the cartiest noticesthat
Féppear of them in history, they are spoken of, even
hy a Roman, not as puwertul in war, but as weapons
¢get aart for 1o other purpose. For the long period of
Zeighty years, interrupted only by a twelve years'
Aruce, they stood torth a smail but indomitable band,
“gaserting, sowmelmmes alone and against all Europe
“Besides, the sacred canse of the Refornation. Lven
Jn latter times, and in the lowest depth of the depres-
“gion into which they sank on forsaking the principles
:and maxims of their forefnhers, Napoleon was awed
‘at the aspecet of that indestiuctible nationality which
.ehe conld expunge from the maps of his cmpize, but
“itould ncither break not bend in the spitus of his
;}Bamv:mg subjects.  In the very patience with which
ey waited the time of God's deliverance, ke saw
Emore to fear than in the wildest ehullitions of their
Zirevolutionary and refractory neighbours.”

«What may we not expeet from such a people,
Hyendered wiseby long andbitter experience, and filled
at the same time with tresh energy, derived from a
1aith as powerful asever inawakening and animating
all the powers and faculties of the soul? TFrom the
Jong lists of church collections for poor foreign
5Zcharches, annually veported in the Boekzaal, and
b2 from various articles in that and other periodicals of
% those now belore us, the interestnow felt by the Dutch
%in the progress of religion abread is very manifest;
Bbut if the present revival conltinue, it is scarcely
possible to set limits to what we may expenrt from the
‘ature exertions of their chnistian zeal, tried prodence,
and constittional energy. Be it remembered, that
FHoland swarms with the descendants of faithful men
from all parts of Europe, who found a refuge in her
hospitality from the persecution of the vultures of the
% Vatican before their talons were clipt, she may now
$be regarded as an epitome of alt reformed Earope;
%rand that from her, therefore, it is not unreasouable to
& cxpeet a reforming influence to go forth, not into
k Protestant Slalcsonﬁy, but even into Francc, Austria,
B ltaty, Spain, and Portugal.”

B We cannot refrain from saying, in conclusion, that
B the character, position, and attainments of Hollaud, as
a whole, form s striking pnoof of the clevating power
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of true veligion, and of the Presbyterian astablishment.
ITow singular, that a people, smadl n number, should
bave reclaimed @ mavsh from the sea, and plauted it
with the most thickly studded towns wml cities of
Europe, and with the most conspienous dications of
wdustry and wealth—should, in the twenty yenrs of
the Prench supeemacy, have contributed, apparently
without injury, one hundied nullions sterhng at the
call of their masters, and should, 1n the next twenty
years, have acquired as much i the pursait of hoiest
industry ! Tlow singular, that a people not more
numerous than the people of Scotland shonid bear
vule aver cight millions of subjects scattered 1w the
most distant forergn lands, and that Datch intelh-
gence and industry, enterprise and 1chigon, should be
kuown throughout the woild !

From the Scoltish Christian Herald

BIOGRAPIICAL SKETCIL OF THE LATE
REV. JAMES MARTIN, AL M,
Minister of St. George's Parishy Edinburgh,

‘T'he memory of * the saintly and apostohic Maitin,”
as he has been truly termed, hives 1 the heants of
multitudes.  ILs career was short, bot it was uuly
Builliane, and 10 etirence to no sdividual, perhaps,
could the saying of the poet be more appropiiately
quoted,—=

« Plat ife is long which answers hfe's great end.”

IIc has passed from wmongst us, but we dwelt with a
kind of melancloly sat:sfaction upan the vecollestion of
one who possessed @ rare combination of witellectual
and woral excellencics, such as led all who hnew han
at onee to admire andlove him.,  With high tudent he
possessed an amiable and affectionate heart. To
delineate his character is buth a dehicate and diflicnit
task, but one which, for the sake of our veaders, we
gladly undertake, that possily, by a view of lus
varied Clhuistian graces, they way be led to “be
followers of him, even as he' with such heaatiful
consistency of character, * was a foilower of Christ.”

James Martin was born at Biechin, on the 30th
July, 1800.
amongz his companions by lus abdiues, lns diigence
and priseverance ; and such was the rapidity of s
improvement, that at the carly age of twelve, he
entered  Muarischadl  College,  Aberdeen, and  cven
ventured to compete fur oue of the bursaries. During
the whale course of his attendance at the Ywiversuy,
he dedieated himself with any died assidanty to dhe
varicd depastments of hnowledge which suceessively
engaged his auention.  Ihis classicel acquuements
were of # highorder.  In mathemaues and philo-
sophy also he made great progress. But when at
length he had resolved on preparing for the church, he
citered upon the study of theology with redoubled

At school bie soon became conspieaous

aragy.  Aud the figits of siich exatun were apparent
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in his after life; for he was regarded by all his
acquaintances as an accomplished scholar and an
culightened divine. It s pleasing to notice, that
while employed sn the prosecution of theology as a
science, he appears to have been deeply mipressed with
the necessity of attaining & personai expenence of the
truths which he hoped to proclue: to his fellow-men.
In proof of this, we may quote from the intcresting
Memoir prefixed to the published volume of his
Sermons,* a memorandum written at the close of the
college session of 1818 :

* The session, now nearlv cempleted, has flown
swifuy, swiftlly awey. 1 hope, however, by the bless-
ing ot God, it bas not been spent trivially or unprofit-
ably. My studics have been pretty vegular and
constant.  They have been on thethree great heads of
Revealed Religion—the ‘Irinity, the Decrees of
God, and Original Sin.  They nave also included a
considerable share of Church History. My spirit
has, in general, and parucularly when alone, been
inclined to the sombre. I have mixed but little in
society, yet 1 am surely inclined to st. My hean
participates in the bappiness of my fellow-creatures,
and pauts to increase it to the utmost,—I love to see
tirem happy.

“Yet T have often thought that I could see throngh
the veis that envelopes iy present state, and that God
was dealing with e in Jove,—that he was shewing
me the vauty of the world,—weaning me from its
cnjoyments, and teaching me to lay up f{or myself
treasures in heaven. I have often fonnd comfort,—
wmicht Isay instruction ?—in the 1dea, that one day on
eartir Ishall be a child of God, and that I shall see the
value of his present dealings, as nrepzratory steps for
an important change.”

Towards the close of this year, he became tutor in
the family of Mr. Oglivy of Tannandice, within a few
miles of his native place. In this situntion he con-
tinued for several years, in the course of which he was
hicensed to preach the Gospel by the Presbytery of
Forfar.  is first sermon was preached at Oathlaw,
from the words, “God forbid that 1 shonld glory, save
in the cross of oue Lord Jesus Christ;” and his views
on that occusion, are recorded in a single sentence in
his note-book.  ** I have to Jament much imperfection;
but I hope 1 have ulso some right wishes, and that 1
sincercly lament my own sinfulness, and sincerely
confess my need of God's grace.”

The winter of 1821, JS22, Mr. Martin passed in
Edinburgh, with Mr. Oglivy's family; and at this
time he enjoyed = privilege which he valued highly,—
an opportunsty of regularly attending the ministry of
the Rev. Dr. Gordon, then minister of St. Cuthbert’s
Chapel; “ whose character und example,” us his
biographer remarks, ¢ no less than his public minis-
trations, appear to have given greater depth to all his
schgious sentiments, to have filled his mind with a
stronger sense of the high and honourable nature, as
well as the solemn vesponsibility of the ministerial
office, and to hare set hum forward 1 his course, more

*WWe are happy to understand that these exeelient Sermons
having ramdlc passed theouzh the fire 2dition, 3 sczond is
nuw 3 b $hicss. -l BOC M,

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LATK REV. J. MARTIN, A. M.

intensely alive to the importance which attaches to tle
spiritnal interests of immortal beings, and more deeply
unpressed with the magnitude of lus owp duties.”

On the 8th of April, 1823, Mr. Martin received a
presentation to the Church and Parish of Glenisla, in
the Presbytery of Meigle, and was ordained on the
September followmg.  The deep impression of divine
things which his mind hud received during his resi
dence in Edinburgh, prepared him the more effectunly
for entering upon the important dutics of a parish
minister. e filt that he was now called to occupy
the responsible situation of an ambassador of Chrst,
and lus carnest desire and prayer, therefore, was, that
he might be enabled so to watch for souls as one who
must give an account.  Scttled in a remote parish
among the Grampians, as the pastor of a simple-
hearted, affectionate people, Mr. Martin spared no
exertions to promote the spiritual interests of those
committed to his churge.  He laboured in season and
out of scason; and the fond recollection of the
parishioners of Glenisla still dwell upon the faithful
devotedness of their youthful minister to the work
of his Great Lord and Redeemer. The beneficial
cffects arising from  his ministry in Glenisla are thus
briefly, but appropriately, deseribed by his biographer

* They were unsophisticated, and ke was sincere,
faithful, and judicious; and without compromising
one principle, far less winking at any sinful practice,
he commended himselfto their respect and esteem, as
one who had their real interests deeply at heart, and
the primary object of whose life and[;abours was todo
them good. Suiting his ministrations and intercourse
to their real character and circumstances, with that
tact, discrimination, and kindness ofnature, which he
so eminently passessed; being regularand diligentn
his course of visiting and catechising, in the superin-
tendence of Sabbath-schools, in his attention to the
sick, and in waiting by the bedside of the dying; and
particularly affectionate and cncouraging in his
admonitions to the young to scek after God,—every
one of his flock, who was not utterly reprobate, came
experimentally to know the value of possessing such
a pastor,—a course of conduct, which uml%nnly
operates with the same efiect upon a simple-hearted
people, and gains the homage even of those who may
not he permanently benefited by it in their most
unportant interests.  “There were two practices pre-
catent in the parish of Glenisla at the time when he
became connected with it, which he felt had a most
demoralizing effect on the minds and habits of the
people, as they ever must have.  The one was the
encouragement given to illicit distillation ; and the
other, the mode in which funerals were conducted,
involviuga great waste of time and svbstance, and
tending 10 induce or confirm hahits of dissipation.
Convinced that the moral influence of truth, the
culightening and quickening of the conscicence, and
the solemn considerations which Religion alonc
preseats, when brought to bear upon a commumty,
through the agency of 2 minister whose motives are
properly understood and appreciated, are far more
cficctual than any prohibitory denunciations or
sumptuary laws, he sct himself with vigour to the
remaval of these cvils. A complete extinetion of
them could not indeed be expected to be the imme-
diate resultof his anxicty and efforts; yet, in this, his
wisdom and decision were far from being fraitess
Aud befere his connection with the parish was dis-
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solved, he had the satisfaction of knowing, that not
only the habits of many had undety. me 2 perceptible
improvemedt, and the duty of family-worship was
more regularly observed, but that some were brought
1n good earnest under the puswer of godhness; wlale
the occasional opposition and resistance that he expe-
rienced fromn the enemies of all relion, only served,
as1t will ever do, with minds of a sumlar mould, to
stimulate himto redoubled zeal an his own appropri-
ate work.”

The tie which connects a pastor to his flock is inti-
mate and endearing; but more especially in remote
rural parishes. In such districts, where the minds of
the people are yet simple and uncontaminated, the
mimster is regarded as their father, counsellor and
guide. This was remarkably the case with Mr.
Martin during his incumbency at Glenisla.  The
parishioners at once respected, admired and loved
lum; and when at last they were called upen to part
with one who, in the faithful discharge of lus dutics,
hiad gained their confidence and esteem, they mourned
as for the loss of a beloved relation.

In the year 1828, Mr. Martin was wnanimously
chosen by the kirk-session of St. Cuthburt's to be
mmister of Stockbridge Chapel, Edinburgh, It was
not without reluctance and painful regret, that the offer
was aceepted.  The pastor of Glenisla had fismly
established himself in the affections of lus flock; and
to brenk asunder for ever a relation so tender, was to
his amiable and fecling heart pecudiarly trying.  Bwt
it was sufficicnt to him that such was the will of his
Master.  Ile acceded to the cail, and entered upon
his charge at Edinburgh, with a simple dependence
upon the strength of the Almighty. The text from
whieh he first addressed his people in Stackbridge
Chapel was beawtifully expressive of his feding,—
] was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in
nuch trembhing.”

A Lrief view of the resultof Mr. Martin's exertions
in the extensive and mteresting field in which he was
now called to labour, will be best given in the words
of his biographer, who anpears to be well fitted both
to understand and to appreciate the cfforts of a fun-
ful pastor:

“1Ie was not long settled at Stockbiidge, unta the
mode of his preaching, and his whole character, Tard
a powerful arrest on the mings of his congregation.
At first heshewed a considerzble degree of reserve,
arising from the natural anobirusiveness of his dis-
possvn,—that delicacy which made hunnstmetively
retreat from every degree of ubrervation w et was
not required by his real duties,—and from his antipa.
thy 10 every thing like display, orte be mnade the ob-
ject of a mereiy ceremonious deference, or of that
bustling atienton which is so often paid to those who
are iuvested with the cler.cal ofhice. But afterihe
lapsc of @ short time, by his urilormity calm aud dig.
mficd demeanor, he commanded the respect of cvery
onc who had occasion to ohse:ve him, and was re-
garded as 2 man of lofly intcgrity and independence
of mnd, as well as tuly a man of God. There way
a qaickness and discernment, as well as a solemnity
and impressiveness, accompanying all his inteiconrse
with his people, whiets went beforehand, as it wag, o
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gain an entrance to the mind for every thing he said;
whilst his pulpit-discourses, ere long, discovered 10
those who attended to themn, distinet traces of much
thought and scriptural study, and were dehvered with
0 much sincerty aud simpheity, as made almost eve-
ry one feel how much ke oughtto be intere ded in the
truths 1o which he Jistened, secing that the preacher
was himself so carnest in incaleattug them.

«Noone who attentively followed the course of
his public services conld avuid vbserving the sucees-
sive steps of his improvement in thetrue art of preach-
ing. He gradually threw off every thing that wis
Juvenile, either in matter or manner,—he cast away
all inflated expressions, all mere vrnament in the il
Justration of his subjecis; he dealt but spanngly
imaginative deseription, and not at all in mere gener-
alizing or empy declamation. Textuality, he olten
said, appeared to hun to be one of the chiet excellen-
cies of a sermon,—the bringing vut by deep, and pa-
tient, and prayertul research, what wasthe muid uf the
Divine Spirit in the Word,—and, atier having exinb-
ited 1tin all its mearing and furce, pressing it howe
on the understandings and consciences of men. e
was always afraid of being guilty, and of being
thought even capable, of giving fancitul imerprea.
tions or adaptations of Senpture. 1f, in the course
ofhis illustration, he met wath any stnking truth, any
important_principle, or ascertamed fact, i venfica-
tion of which he could appeal to something which
was obvious and undeniusble i the experience or con-
sciences of his hearers, upon this he seazed, and, as it
anxiousto repder it the promment ruml on which
their minds should rest, and that it should become a
penmanent clement i their reflections, o interweave
stselt, as it were, with the hidden wotfinos of eanch
indsvidual busum, he recalled it againand agam in the
course of the apphication ot Ius subject.

«This it was, and nothing mercly adventitions or
external, which formed the chiel ingredient m s
made of preaching, and readered it <o interesting o
those in whose hearts he suceeeded in touching those
chotds that were in umson with the fechings of s
own; which indecd. is the true seerel of the success
of any public speaker.  Foundiung his arzumenis up-
on asrertained fats or ackuonledged truths, and re-
ferring to sumething is lus hearers with which these
correspund, and of which they themselees are inti.
mately conscious, he finds access at ence 1o the seit
of convicuon and the springs of conduct. By tellinz
alond all that is in their hearts, he makes them teel
as if he not only had been privy to their shoughts, but
had been the wiiness of cerain processes in theic
minds of which they themacdves had hardly been a-
ware, but which ate now vividly recalled: they
wonder, perhaps, how ihis man cumes o know o
much of their secret chatacter, ur hew, at least, they
had never heard these things brought hume to them
belore.  And henee, in cases where tiere s gmileless-
uess and honesty, the Yrcaclmr cues msensibly to v
yutrenched m their atleciinns asf he werc a bosutn-
friend.  Ifary one, therefire, is desirous of knowing
what it was that 1endered Mr. Martin's preaching ~o
interesting to thuse whu 1egatasly waited un his s
iry, and w whom itwas blessed 1o be so useful, it may
be smd, that, along with the humble agd dependent
spint in which the whole was dune, and which gave
o all his studies and discourses their eppropriate cha-
raeter, it consisted in nothing murc ihan this,—ntter
diawing forth what is in the Word of Gud, 2wt then
what is to bz found in the depths of the human heatny,
making the one of theae, in some peneiraiing, instruc-
tive, of voncolatory way, as the vase mizht requie, 10
Brai wpon the other, Wik thue ranark, kewever, I
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isnecessary prominently to conjoin another,—that one
of the unitorm charactetistics o his preaciung, was
t0 be found in the stricily evangelical strain by which
itwas pervaded. Ilis own nind being conclusively
arrested by the great doctrines of the Cross, and his
heart moving invariably under the iufluence of an
overtlowing sense of rédeeming love, he wus con-
strained, by the moral impube of the new natare
which was strengthenming and maturing within Lim,
habitually to present and to enfurce upon others, that
which was both the {ood and the cordial of his own
spiritual being.  And this being done in perfect keep-
ing with zoud taste and propniety, and with the clas-
sicaland academic style of his whole mind and cha-
racter, tne manuer and outward form of j1, at Jeast,
could give no offence 10 the most refined or cultivated
hearer.

‘“ There was one circamstanece, with regard to his
sermons, which sumetimes pressed upon his wind,—
thesolemn apprebieusion which e felt of speaking i
ceniain cases above the range of his own expetience,
He ofien remarked, that surely this thought mast be
harassing to every good man; and that it scemed a
very awtal thing for a servant of God to be proclann-
ing truths in which he himself did not fully and per-
lectly sympaihize, or representing the various featnres
in the character of true behevers, the sprritual nawre
ot Christ's kingdom, and the deep exercises which oe-
car in the hearts of Christians, far bevond what he
has ever found to be true in his own'case. fu hike
manner, afier having been called into <ome scene of
heavy atiliciion, h: frequently observed, that he was
nlmigl he was unfit to be a minister of cumfort, sceing
he himself had never known the depth of any such
sorrow.  Whilst there is something buth very quick-
ening and afiecting in these thoughts, they must be
considered as affording no equivocal proot of the
tenderness and humitny of the mind in which they
dwelt; and it is nevertheless most trie, that one rea-
son why Mr, Martin's discourses in public, as well
as his exhonations in private, were so impressive to
those who heard them, is 10 be found in the faet, that
they came 1o their hearis as being evidently the resnit
of his own practical knowledge, and the real trans-
crpt of his own feelings.”

The poblic ministeations of the sanctuary, con-
ducted in the manner thas deseribed, could not fail to
be attended, under the blessings of the Spicit, with
the happiest effiets. Bat #t was not in the pulpne
alone that Mr. Macun’s pastoral fidelity and Christian
worth were apparent,

. Tu the perfirmance of the more private or domes-
tic duus-s‘nl‘;x elermamim, be was nat Jess exempiay,
The visiting of congregations, and espeuatly the
Jamilies of the poor, was prrformed wiih the must
URULINY constaucy, and nathung was allowed 1o intes -
fere with the dischurge of this part of his wark. It
wag seldom possibleto prevail ou him to enjoy a single
day’s relaxation, let the oceasion be ever so inviting;
and that never, it the case of any of his people was
aM pressing on his wind, 1o whom his vistis might
prove of the smallest comitort or advamtage. Iy deal-
g with those w the lower vanks of life, his kind, yet
dignificd manner immedntely grined their confidence
and respect.  They never could recogmize ought in
him but the clergyiman, and the clergyman i no other
light than that of theiv veul friemd  His ranarkable
tact in this deparimemt of  duiv exeuplifed how
possible it is for a wise and good man 1o win his way
tothe afivctions even afthe must insensibleand vulzar,
when e comes 1a them with a single manded conenrn
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for their spiritnal interests; for theie is, in the vep
roughest torm of human nature, something whacy,
commends a suslained counse of kind and judicion
dealing, first to the avention, and graduajly to the
heart. ~ Although there was occasionally a boldness i,
his reproofs, anda fidelity in his exhortations, amoun;
ing almost to sternness, yet there wasnotan individug
amony the many for whose good he thus privatel;
watched and Jaboured, who did not feel the strongey
reverence for his character, and very few who did n
entettain towards him a Kindlier sentiment. Iy
addition to his course of domestic visitation a
Stockbrudge, he established 2 Home-mission in the
district, with two agents to conduet it, the tund for
maintanung which was, 10 a large extent, supplied by
himself, and he frequently preached in the station.
during the week. He bad also meetings throughou
the vear for the different classes of the young persom
of s conzregation, and for those who sought adms.
sion, or who had been admitted to the Lord’s Tabie.
These occasions were very solemn and impressive,
to thew, there is reason 1o think, that not a few cau
look back with peculiar interest as the period of their
first deep impressions of religion; and among the
most valned articles in the re} sitories of some of
thesemdividuals, there may perhapsbe found the notes
of the insirucions which then, as well as in publie,
they recetved (o the Jips of their faithful guide and
humble-minded pastor.”

Such faithfulness and unwearied perseverance in
the fulfilment of his ministerial duues, were not long
n drawing forth from the Christian community, the
strongest mark of their approbation and esteem.  Upur
the decease of Dr. ‘Thomson, Mr. Martin was selected
to occupy the pulpt of that distinguished individual
Toone who entertained such lowly views of himself,
the nomination wus stastling. e felt, however, tha
he would not be justified in refusing to accept the cali
o St, George's Churel, knowing, as he did, that in
the work of Christ, no man is permitted to shrink
from dwty, under 2 sense of his own weakness, bu
the more such a feeling weighs down the spivit, just
so much the wore room is there for the exercise of tha
faith, which can realize the Christian finmness and
heroism ofthe Aposde whien he said, ¢ through Chng
strengthening mc, I can do all things.”

He was adnntted minister of St. George's an the
6th Qctober 1834, and entered upon his new sphere of
exertion “ with a mind,” to wse the words of lus
Liographer, “at ance medest and courageous,—diff-
dent, yetresolved.” s present charge difiered, w
many imporiant particulars, from that which he had
seeently lefi; its duties were more varied, and nuch
morcuduous. D, proceeding i the strength of die
Lord, he was enabled to walk in the steps of his
illustrions predecessor, and thus to endear himsclf to
all classes of his pavishioners. At length, so gres
was the confidence reposed in Mr. Martin, that he was
sohicited to takie upon him, in adduion to his othe
labours, those of Sccretary to the Bible Society, an
office which had alse become vacant by the deathof
Dr. Thomson. The duties which devolved upen
Iim, m consequence of his acceptance of tlus truly
honourable sitwtion, where such as well accorded wah
the lngh toned religious fecling of his mind, 1t was,
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l%n his estimation, an exalted privilege 1o be the
: nstrament of disseaunating the pure Woad of Ged
Luoughout the World; and the fine Cliistian spird
%hwh ;wn:ldud Ius speech at the annual mecting ol
Tahe Seciety W 1832, encomaged ol who hemd w 1o
wope that the mantle of the late hunoured Secaetary

hiad descended upon lis successor.

i

Mysterious, however, and inscrutable, are the ways
¥ of God. He who now stoud forth 1 one uf the proud-
est positions whick a Chnistian could wishi to occupy,
was destined, eve long, to be cut down in the mudst of
his usefulness.  Not ware than a year-had clapsed,
from tie date of his promotion to St Grorges Church,
when some very alarming symptoins s the state of
his health began to muke thar appeasance ; and on
"the 20th Scptember he wus suddenly sz d with a
violent discharge of blood, apparently fiom s lungs,

«P'hic occurrence, though, fram the fvebin e wluch
he had experienced for several days, u did ol g ppear
very much to surprise hiwm, yet awahened the greatest
apprehensions as v its consequences. e was as
calm, however,and com hosed, as it nothing extraot-
dinary had happened. Jeing placed in an wpnghn
pusture, and required not o make the Jeast exettion,
or tospeak. he presented the very picture ol patence
and submission  To one of hisTriends who came to

| him soon after this aitack, he beckoned him with a
! smile of complacency for a slate which he had pro-

tvided in ordet to communicate with those aroumnd
him, and, in allusion to hus oun circumsiances, and
& with reference to a passage ot the subjeet of taiih, in
2 one of ‘Traill’s sermons, on which tev had been some
%davs‘ before conversing. he wrote down these wotds—
%“thn the weanied travelfer is unable 1o pruceed a
§ step farther, he can yet he dunn o hen hie s budden,—
£ this s Jaith,””
i’ In the course of a few weeks Mr. Mavtin recoverced
" from this attack, atleast so far as partially to resume
his dutics. By the kindness of his clerical brethren,
who frequently officiated for him, and the tender sym-
pathy of his congregation, his mind was considerably
rolieved from the anxiety which woull atherwise have
oppressed him.  His bodily weakness however, sull
continued, and, at length, having engaged an assistant,
hie retired, for a time, to Rothsay, where lns health
considerably improved.  But his recovery was mercly
temporary, and afier a short period, bis former disease
returned, though with diminished violence.  1lis
medical friends now strongly advised him 1o try &
change of climate, recommending particulariy that he
shonld spend the winter at Nice.

Tt was no small reluctance that Me. Martin was
prevailed upon, at length, o assent tothis proposal.
But the tender sensibilitics, the amable fechings of the
man, yielded to the resignation of the Chrisuan, 3
was the will of his heavenly father, and 1o that will
he felt it to be at once his duty and lus privilege to
bow. After having made the necessary arraugements,
therefore, for the supply of service in Ins churci and
patish, heleft Edinburgh on the 25th Scptembery: 1833.

At Nice, he remained three months, during which,
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he was nble to ride out every day ; aml in addition to
the enpoyment whiele be donved fiom the benutstul
seenmry 1 the neighbourbood, bes wud was vefieshd
ny the dehighuiul itareaise whieh hie had with some
Chistian fhends who happened to be residing in the
town. Asdesimiphve of fus fechngs at tns ume, we
may quote the foilow g passage Gom Ins journal:

o1 am just as happy as 1 could be at such a distance
trom guy fichd of duty, and ot thankiul jor past and
presentmercivs.  ‘The Sabbathis (e day when 1 feel
wy extdemost Last Sabbath,and duting the psalmody,
when some note was struck that brought iy own dear
tlock before me, 1 du contess that T weptbaterly inthe
chatpret, and could haidly get myselt composed again.
Surcly I have been muost self-walled an& rebelfious,
when noless severe and bitter a chastisementthantins
would reclaim me "-—="To-day 1 went to the Protes-
tant Chapel bt by Lady Obwia Spariow, and after
setvree vistted the hdecemetry. It contaned the
tombs of several of whom 1 had heard, and of Lady
Maxwcli, one ot the Just, w ho daslelt a sweet savour
of ety and chariy Lelund herat Nace. A mournful
place thus htje burying eround 15! Why it shouldbe
tare so than any vther bunal-ground is nat very clear
1o reason o1 o faith; and yet it is one of the Jast feel-
ings with winch & man pavts, the desire of mingling
his dust wish those ot s kmdred ; though the poct
has traly said, that @ man can have enly one country,
but he may any wheicfinda grave.”

In a similar state of calm, almost pleasing, melan-
choly, he seems to have penned the following remarks
one Sabbath, when at Rame.

“} 1 1ve been failing off ever siuce [ came to Rame,
and now find myself so weak that I cam hardly walk.
This new afiliction is very trying, espeaally at the
tme on which my fiends had built so much. Yet 3
bless God, thouzh 1 have never been worse than [am
now, since my hrst iilness, when I was very difierent-
1y suuaied, that L feel no disposition to_question the
wiwdom antl goodness which run tarough this dispen-
sation.  Sometimesthere wasa shrinking fromsuffer-
ing, and 2 wish that all were soun over, rather than
have many such conflictslo meet; but generally my
mind has reposed upon God, as the present help in
time of trouble, and left all consequences te him. I
caunot forget the total treedom Lhave enjoyed from
all anxictv about my journey homewards, or how 1
shall beable to travel. I mention this, as so canteary
to my nawural disposition, which is so anxious. 1
hope it is not indutference or recklessness, but springs
from confidence m God, who will order all things
aright. O huw smali amaiter it is where one dies, if
he dies in the Lord, and falls aslecp in Jesus!

Whilc at Rome his health was gradually declining,
and he becamie anxious to set out, with the design, if
possible, of reaching Lome. He had proceeded no
Cacther than Leghorn, however, when he was compell-
cd to stop.  1learmved at that town ma very ex-
hausted state, and took up his residence in the San
Marco Hote), kept by Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, both
patives of Scotland. It is rather a curions circum-
stanée, that in passiug A night at this house, on his
way to Rome, he cxpressed a wish, that, 1fit was the
Divine will that lic shouldnot return to his native coun-
try, he might be permitted to dic in that inn.  And
diat was the very place, whee, amid the affcctionate
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kindness of Christian friends, this devoted servant of
Christ ended hisdays. The following passages from
the letters of Mr. Hare, the English clergyman at Leg-
horn, and of Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, of the hotel, are
are furnished by the biographer, as presenting a few
particulars of the closing scene.

¢ Mr. Hare writes,—‘ The decisive change did not
take place until the 20th, when the physician who at-
tended him apprised me of his approaching dissolu-
tion. From that time, the progress of his disease was
rapid ; but it was unattended by bodily suffering, and
he retained his faculties tothe end. On Thursday he
breathed his last, without a groan or a struggle. I
was not present, but Mr. and Mrs. Thomson were
with him. As socn as they saw his end approaching.
they thought of sending for me; but before they
could do so, he wasno more. Iused to visit him every
.day,—sometimes two or three times in the day,—but
he was not able to converse much, and could not hear
me do more than read a few verses of the Bible, or
make some observations, and pray. He seemed tree
from pain during his stay here,—even his cough was
not very troublesome. He was perfectly peacetul,
-and appeared earnestly to desire to depart. 1t will be
a satistaction to know that every attention was paid
him, not only by the people of the hotel, but also by
many of our fellow-countrymen, who felta deepin-
terest in him. I can fully sympathize in the hearifelt
sorrow into which this sad event must plunge the ma-
ny friends of my dear departed brother.  ‘The loss is,
indeed, of no common magnitude, both to them and
the Church of God. But it ought to be a great as-
suagement to the bitterness of their grief, that he over
whom they mourn, has but made atransiiion from a
scene of much tribulation to a state of untroubled rest
and unclouded felicity ; and that he is separated from
them by a very slight, and, it may be,a very tempo-
rary partition.’

¢ On the Sabbath morning,’ says Mr. Thomson, in
.aletter to Mr. Colclough, ¢ Idrew his attention to the
serenity of the atmosphere. ‘Yes, said he, *this is
the day which the Lord made,—you are to have the
communion to-day,—* I was glad when they said un-
to me, Goye up unto the house of God,”—will you
come back and tell me what you have heard ¥—I'did
so, but found him unable to attend.

“t About three hoursbefore his death, on awaking,
he found me leaning on his bed, made an effort to get
out his hand, and said, with a most pieasing counte-
nance, ‘ How kind this is!” Iwent in again about
three o’clock, when he requested me to read a portion
of Scripture. Iread the I4th chapter of John,—when
at the last verse, he made a motion for me to stop, and
then fell asleep. In a few minutes, he started hastily,
and said, with a strong voice, * What is meant by a
free port ? my reason tor asking is, that I wish t¢ im-
port a hundred Bibles here.” These were his last
words. About five, I found him dying, took him by
the hand, and felt the last feeble pulse. His spirit left
its earthly habitation at a quarter after five o'clock.’”

“In another letter, to Mrs. Ogilvy, Mr. Martin’s
sister, Mrs. Thomson adds,— On our first sight of
him, when he was on his way to Rome, our aflections
were drawn to him,—there_was something so expres-
sive in his countenance. He wasonly one night with
us, and in the evening joined us in family worship ;
he was unable to read or explain any part of the
Scriptures, but gave us a most excellent prayer. On
his return from Rome, he was unfit for any fatigue ;
30 we had not the pleasure of hearing him again, He
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did not like to see many people, but rather tobe alone,
to commune with his God; he had great faith, and
said that Christ was all inall. His favorite Psalm
was the thirty-ninih. He told us how mercifully the
Lord had dealt with him,and that his parishioners were
so kind and a!ictionate, and so unwilling to let him
give up his church. Dear man! I donot wonder
they were much attzched to him,—he was so noble-
minded, pious, amiable, modest, grateful, and afraid to
give trouble. He said very trequently,—* What rea-
son have [to be thankful that(} suffer so very little
ain ;” and his death was a very hap&y one,—just as if
e had gone to sleep,—so very calm.’”

PRACTICAL SERMONS.
No. IL

DIVINE AGENCY AND HUMAN INSTRU-
MENTALITY IN BUILDING UP THE
CHURCH.

A Sermon preached in Toronto on the 1st of Sep-
tember 1887, before the Synod of the Presbyteri-

an Church of Canada, by the Rev. William Rin-
toul, 4. M. Streetsville.

This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel,
saying, not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord of Hosts.—Zechariah, chap. iv. 6.

The rebuilding of the temple by the restored
captives of Judah was for a time arrested through
the envy of the Samaritans ; as Artaxerxes King
of Persia, who is Smerdis the Magian impostor of
profane authors, granted to the Samaritan leaders
a commission to stop the work which his prede-
cessors Cyrus and Cambyses had sanctioned and
encouraged. This commission, however, continu-
ed in force only during hic own short reign, he
like many other usurpers having been cut off by
the hand of violence.

The Jews were thus permittedto prosecute their
pious undertaking, and under the direction of Ze-
rubbabel, & prince of the lineage of David, and of
Joshua the High Priest, the temple of Jehovah
once more emerged from its ruins. The shouts of
joy and praise which were sent forth at the found-
ing of the temple were mingled with the weeping
and lamentation of the aged men who had seen the
former structure in its glory : for, doubtless, their
minds were overwhelmed with the recollection of
the sad calamities that had been visited upon them
in their long exile ; and, they could only antici-
pate, that the temple which they were about to
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i»nisc would he a monuinent of the afilicted condi-
“gion of Israel, as the former one hiad been ot Isra~
j I's glory under David and Solomon. The Jew-
gﬁh leaders themselves, it may be supposed, would
@avc their own fears respecting the success of their
% ndertaking, from the duninished numbers and re

ources of the people, as well as from the jealousy

nd enmity of their neighbours the Samaritans, But
¥God himself, through the prophets whom he then
Syaised up, gave them ample encouragement. He
iave them to understand, that the rebuilding of
#His House, was the great work, which in that day,
she required to be done ; He assured them through
L%\c}laggai, that his favour or disapprobabion was
Smanifested towards them in Ihs providence, ac-
i.gcording as they were diligent or §lack in this work;
;ﬁ‘“e appealed to their own experience for proofs of
Zthis ; and He predicted for the house which,under
gmany disadvantages they were building, a far
“higher glory, than that, which the magmficent
Estructure of Svlomon had known, inasmuch as that
%the Messiab, the desire of all nations, was to ap-
Spear 1 it.  Zechariah too, was charged with many
Fcomfortable messages to the restored captives.
ZQur text is one of the lessons which he was taught
ito draw from a vision which he had for the direc-
{’ﬁtion and comfort of Zerubbabel. This lesson, and
:,'} ie vision, from which it was taken,rccorded as they
iZf‘ ave been by the pen of inspiration, stand for the
“Iperpetualinstruction and consolation of thechurch.

2
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he Lord, a candlestick of gold similar to that,
& which Moses, by the divine direction, constructed
£ for the temporary sanctuary which the Israelites
carried with them in the wilderness. This candle-
 stick had seven branches, with so many separate
$ lamps, and was surmounted by a bowl which
& served as a reservoir for the oil to feed the lamps,

R the trees.

the vision.

grace, grace udto "

Zechariah had exhibited to him, by the Angel of

& with which it communicated by distinct pipes.—
§ T'he bowl again communicated, by two pipes, with
¥ two olive trees which grew on either side of the
& candlestick, and drew its supplies from the olive
b borries which were produced on the branches of

It is worthy of our notice, that the prophet
 received litile information regarding the import of
T He wastold that it was intended for
| the encouragement of Zerubbabel, “This is the
word of the Lord, unto Zerubbabel, saying, not by
might, nor by power, but my spirit, saith the Lord
of Hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain, thou
shalt become a plain. And he shall bring forth
the head stone thereof, with shoutings, crying,
Other more specific
messages for Zerubbabe) are ndded,though, all,that
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the repented inguities of the prophet clicited was,
that the two olive trees with thewr principal
branches were, ““the two anomted ones, that
stand by the Lord of the whole earth,” v. 14, If
the prophet understood Zervbbabel and Joshua,
who had severally received the royal and priestly
anointing, to be thus designated (and we cannot
doubt that he did o) then, he had the fuliest
assurance, that the work which was itself com-
manded by God, and in which they were God's
instruments,yea,and types of the GREAT ANOINTED
Onxg, would be ubunduntly prospered.

The text, it will be readily admitted, looks far
beyond the work which Zerubbabel superintended,
important as that work was. The temple on Zion,
was bu¢ an emblem of the Church of the redeemed
which rests on Christ as its foundation, while it is
raised through the labours of his servants under
his administration. And, in reference to this
gpiritual building, itis with eminent propriety said,
«Not by might nor by power, but by the Spirit of
the Lord of [losts.”

In addressing you from these words, it may be
proper, Fust, to advert to that condition of the
Church which God claims as the result of the
agency of His own Spirit. Secondly, to consider
the operation of the Holy Spirit in preducing this
result in connection with the instrumentality which
he employs.  And, Thirdly, to notice some of the
lessons which it suggests to us, the assembled
Rulers of a portion of the Church of God. And
may the Holy Spirit Jead us to the knowledge and
application of the truth in the important bearings
m which the text presentsit to us.

§ wounld then, First, glance at that condition of
the Church, of which, it may be said, * Not by
might, nor by power, but by the Spirit ofthe Lord
of Hosts.” The golden candlestick, in Zachariab’s
vision, with its many branches burning brightly,
and, these supplied with oil from a fountain onthe
top of the candlestick, and that fountain again,
from the olive trees which grew beside it, isa
beautiful emblem of what the Church of God is,
wherever she is found in purity and vigour, and of
what she is destined universally to become, For,
she is lighted up with Divine Truth, aud reflectsit
unto the world. Nor is there, in the world, any
truth worthy the name of light, but that which the
Church communicates toit. She possesses and
holds forth the revealed knowledge ofthe character
and counsels, snd works of God; and this is
cminently the light of life. There isindeed a
knowledge of many of the works of Ged, and of
many of the relations which he has established
between different parls of his works, which is
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cmbodied in the arts and sciences of life, and, this
knowledge hus existed apart from revelation —
But, il the importance of any thing to wan, is to be
estimated by its connection with his unmortal
destiny ; then, is the light of science, as 1t is called,

initselt; utterly insigmficant. It is but feeble
artificial light, o taper which has its uses for the
short hour of man's continuance on earth, it can do
nothing to light his path to immortality. Tt may
be shining after its measure, with the intensest
brightness, on men, and yet,they,at the same time,
may be involved in the deepest night of spiritual ig,
norance anddeath. T'ie revelation ofthe knowledge
of God diffuses a light wlich discovers to man his
origin, his high capacities,and destination, his pre-
sent condition as fallen aud lost throngh sin, and
the way of recovery, and everlasting life throngh
the boundless love of God. And the Churchis
constituted the depository of this light. She
possesses it in the records of inspiration. The
ministry of the Gospel of tiie Son of God, and the
various institutions of his hingdom are desigued to
hold it forth to men, and,every one of his followers
isilluminated with it, and reflects it around him by
his profession, his character, and conduet.—
Belicvers have had the eyes of their minds opencd,
and as they gaze on the Son of God, the hght of
the knowledge of the glory of God shines into
their hearts ; thus “have they the light of hfe,”
“they are changed into the very image of God,”and
adivine light radiates forth from them, & They
had been once daskness, but now they are light in
the Lord.” 8o too, the Apustle teaches w)u.u he
thus exhorts, “Do all things without murmurings
and disputings, that ye may be blameless, and
harmless, the sons of God wathout rebuke, in the
midst of u crooked and perverse nation, among
whow ye shine as light in the world, ho)d.ng f‘ort.h
the word of hfe.”  Such also, is the import of the |7
Saviour’s exhortation, “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good warks,
and glorify your Father which 1s in heaven.”
Now, where the membors of the church do thus
happily realise the transforming influence of the
truth, and the ministry presentsit, in its purity, to
the contemplation and reception of the world, aud
the church is regulated by the faws and ordinances
which the Savxour has preseribed for his kingdom
on earth, the church islike the golden candlestick
when its many branches were lighted up, encircled
with an orb of light. And, that Yight manifests
and reprovesthe wickedness of the \\or]d, and ina
season of merciful visitation breaks in on the
darkened minds of some, to enlighten and save
them. Hed all the churches of Christ  been
diligent in recciving the light from its great
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fountain-head, the Sun of Righteousness, and beey
more faithful in exhibiting it to the world, then,
even long before this our day, the'darkness of the
world w ould have been all d:sg)c)led,nnd the natians
would have been walking “in the light of the gloty
of the Lotd,” But, the vision of Isumh eoncerning
the Church still turries : “Arise, shine, for lh)
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For behold, the darkness shall cover
the carth, and gross darkness the people ; but the
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall b
seen upon thee.  And the Gentiles shall come to
thy heht,und kings to the brightness of thy rising.”

This condition of the Church, to whatever extent
it is realised, is the result of the agency of the
Spirit of God.  She shines by nolight of her own,
but because “the glory of the Lord has risen upon
her.” And when she thas corresponds to the
emblem, which John as well as Zechariah saw in
vision—a golden candiestick with many lamps
burning hrightly—we say of her, “Not by might,
nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of
Hosts.”

I would now in the Sccond place, call your at.
tention to the operation of the HHoly Spirit iu pro.
ducing this result, and the instrumentality wiich
e employs.

The text most peremptorily denies to huwan
agency in any of its forms, a co-ordinate place
with that of the lloly Spirity, in bringing abowt
the result referved to 5 whether that be primarily,
the erection of the temple by Zerobbabel, or se.
condanly the building of the sprritual temple in the
world by the Ministers of Christ. And we may
learn from the cmblem which the prophets vision
afforded, that,as man can neither create a tree, nor
give to any trec the power of producing ofive -
berrics, nor cause the olive tree to grow ; so, net )
ther cau hedo any thing to illuminate the church -
with the light of life, The spirit of the Lord of
Hosts alone is competent for this result,

Yet, there is nothing in the emblem, or in the
work of Zierubbabe} which the prophets vision was
intended to encourage, that countenance the sup-
position that God dispenses with the instrumenta.
lity of men in his operations in the church, For

what was the candlesiick but a picce of nicely ad-
Jjusted mechanismfor the production of light? And,
in the erection of the temple, a work which God
claims us exclusively his own, all that was visible,
was the labour of man, There werethe thousands
of the Jews hcwmg stonc and timher, constructing
a scaffolding, reasing the walls, and roofing and

finishin the bmldn.m. There were the decree of
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(grus authorising the work, and stated issues f{qnl
il Imwerial treasury for the l)rOSCC!ltloflr of it
Alld cheve werealso the superitteinience of /:(.'rub-
‘Jfibel and Joshua, 25 well as the inistry of Pro-

Fole divecting and incitng a'i ciasses o' the peo-
5 LSy (Laaths . .

32 10 labour perscveringly toward its complction.
7ifpis impossible, indeed, to conceive of any system
st

means better ad-picato wn end, than that whicl:

e cuplom of thC candies ek aad the butcéing of
S U IS PO v 3,

temple present. And so, while in applymg the

’«W}.t 1o the building of the spiritnal temple, weest
“Sa¥ade human ageney froma co-ordaate place with
%o divine agency in that wors, we yet learn
iﬁ‘om the vision wiich the text interprels, and from
gilc work of Zerubbabel wincl it was designed to

courage that, a system of lxur.nnu mewns is em-
oyed in all that God works in 'fmd u:ro;:g}x his
~@hurch. The agezey of the Spirit of God i3 sut-
cme and efficient 5 that of man is
d instrmental.  Every incividual believerisa
“regnetituent part of the churchy iz 1sa l;:vmg atone
'»\Ei]z upoa the rocii, Christy or, desenbing |
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e
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Sallusion to e cmiememployed in Zecaarial's vi-
5

tes to makie up the buzhi hwmnituts orb wiiel
) ,}’icxrcles the many-branchcd goidx‘:n c:\nd}csfick.
;‘_}K‘p:v, all that is peculiar in the character of ‘u.c-
“Iliirers is the production of the 1folv Spirit. . Tie
pemang of the eye of the mind to tie reception ot
:glze kanowledge o Ged, and of Christ, is 1is ope-
ration. From 1hm too, is derived the puwer with
”%“\v?]xich the heart grasps the Son of Gud, seento
e the glory of thie i'ather and an omnipotent'Re-
Heemer. And the blessed change which passes
1pon the whoie man in peace with God, purity of
Sheart, the graces of heliness, and ahope of glory
d inwmortality~all acknowledge the Iloly Sprit
s their author.  And so does tie union of beiiev-
s in a vistble fellowship 3 for the fuith which
nites them to ote Head and the love to lnm and
o each othier whicit they cherish, are the results of
e Holy Spirit’s operaticn. Yet, in order to
liese effectsy an instramesniality is prepared in all
especisas perfectas was that, by which,the Iamps
n the zolden candlestick blazed forth with hght,or
he walls of the temiple were raised, Toryaccording
o the constitution of God's spiritual kingdom,
ire word must be intreduced into the mundsof men
hrough the ordinary avenue of the senses in order
to theirbelieving it.  And the agency by which
this is done, is not such asis competent for any in-
telicctual capacity; there must be on tiie part of
the minister of the word, an intelligent co-opera-
tion with God—if we may so speak of instrumen-
tal agency,—~and Paul'slanguage warrants us to
speak of ity for he says, “ Now then we arc fel-

:aj?on, he is radiant with dime light, aud coniit-!
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low workers with Cod.”  dimsters must appreci-
ate the high ends of their clice, the salvation of
imrorial souls, and thy mamrestation of the glory
of tre Godhead. and thiry must pursue these ends,
1nd observe the izws winch are preseribed for the
[HHHR S

Tims in regard to e mern utterance of the
truth ke may leam {rom what Pacl says of his own
practee, that :tis not every kird of announce-
wment of it that the Spirit of God will render aveila-
bHle for the conversion end salvation of men. Tle
tells us, that he stugiovsty avoided the embellish-
mens of oratory leot ins grand theme The Cross
of Christ should be injured by them. The histo-
tan of bis labors too, wn one pluce, in which he is
describ:ng the success of Ius preaching and that
ot Barnabas, intimates in anincidental way, that
the wanrer in wiich they spake the truth had its
own place 1 the chizin of causes towards the grand
resuit, the salvztion of men, for he tellsus that at
iconium @ they so spake, that agreat wultitude,”
both ef thedows and also of the Greeks believed.
it is obvious indeel, that a great variety of con-
Citions st combine I onler to the successful
aeni-try of tue traih. Thas, the vouchers which
ihe conductand charaeter of'a wminister afford for
“he authenticity of his comimission have a certain
liuenee on ke reception of his mmessage.  Then
again, the adeniation of the message itself, to the

crenmstiiiees and capacities of hig  hearers, i3
another inportant eiciient ta its suceess:and so 13
the very made of 1ts utlerance, for solemmty, sim-
plicity, and affectiey, are all becoming the gospel
messuge, 85 the epposite qualities of elecution are
unsuitable torat.  And in addition to fidelity and
diligence in audressing the gospel message, there
is required in the preacher, a prayerful dependanco
onthe Spint of God for his blessing,and there may
be required aizo the concurrence of the prayers cf
athers in bebalf of those who arethe subjects of
his ministry.  These, nre buta few parts of that
instrumentality by which the word is conveyed a-
hke to wminuevs for their conversion, and to the
members of the church fur their edifieation,. We
have said nothing of the precess of preparation
for the manis'ry, of the arrangements which must
he made for its support, of the various pastoral
services dstinet  frow teachg and preaching.
which mest be atteaded to, ot of the infiuences
accessary to that of munisters which is deriver
trow the conduct and charccter of all those whe
have profecsed theszelves the subjects of Chyist's
kingdom. Neither Lave we spoken of that instru-
mentality v hich is of an uncouscious or invojnnta .
And

G

rv hind, suchos the coenls of providence.
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yet, varied and complex, and nicely adjusted, as
the whole 19, the energy which saves the soul is
uot in it—s not by might, nor by power but by my
Spirit seith the Lord of Hosts.” The iegenera-
tion of individuals and communities, the deliver-
ance from sin end the sccond death of one soul,and
of the whole host of the clect, is the proper work
of the Holy Spirit. “I'his doctrine is beautitully
exludited in au appes! which Paul makes to the
Corinthiun church,  The members of that church,
blindto their high and proper dignity as fullowers of
Chnsty vied with each other for a pre-eminence ac-
cording 1o the imagined superiority of the minis-
ters by whons they had becn severally converted.
Onesaid “Tam of Paul” another ¢ I am of Apol-
los,”” another “J of Cephas” and another again,
arrogating some more special connection with the
Saviour, ¥ am of Christ.” Paul’'s mild but firm
reproof’ to this spirit was, 4 who is Paul, and who
is Apollos, but ministers, servants, by whom ye
believed even as the Lord gave to every man,
¥ have plonted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
wcrease so then neither is he that plantethany
thing, neither he that watereth ; bt God that giv-
cth the increase.”  And, how distinct and vniform
1s the testimony of scripture on this subject, ex-
amine it, how, and where, you may, ‘I'he counsels
and superintendence of Haggai and Zechariah, of
Zerubbabel and Joshua, the labors of thousands of
hands and the decrees, yen and stipends of heathen
priuces, must all combine in order to the rebuilding
ofthe temple of Jerusulem : und yet, even that
work is attributed to God, in & wey that no human
agents can divide the glory with him. Sotoo
Psul and Apollos well accomplished, as they were,
by the powers of genius,the acquirements of study,
and 1niraculous gifts, fur moving the lhearts of
1aeh, confessed themselves to be nothing for the
production of those grand results which they
sought,and which they also saw following on their
Jabors—the bringing of men into subjection to the
Son of God, and beautifying them with the graces
of holiness and preparing them for heaven, And
to, brethren, whether by the ministry of the word
we seck to bring men to submit to the yuke of the
Seviour, and to instruct and comfort, admonishand
reprove those who have engagedin His service ;
or whither we endeavor to obtain additional labor-
ers to take part with ourselves in the ministry of
the word in this land; or whether we meet to di-
rect the affairs of the church in which we vreside,
must we cultivate a single and absolute dependance
on the Holy Spirit. The grandresults at which
our ministry aims, are to be obtained, ¢ Not by
might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord
of Hostg,”
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This subject is fraught with many interestin,
lessous : and, constituted asI am for the presey
the instructor of my brethren, and that by then,.
selves,I shallnot, am persuaded,be deemed charge.
able with a want of hunility and modesty, ifT .
tempt to press some of those lessons which qr,
applicable to them rather than to a promiscuous
coagregation.

Inthe First place, we who are intrusted Wwith
the mimstry should endeavor to cultivate propu
views of the work to which, in this land we g
called. :

In the kingdom of providence, as we call God's
eternnl government of the world, we see that mea;
are followed by their ends, even wher there my
not be on the part of the intelligent agents why
have employed them, any professed orreal acknoy.
ledgment of God.  And from this circumstance, i
connection with the spiritual imbecility whieh
characterises us,we are prone to forget God in Hi
spiritual kingdom, and to think, that all has beey
accomplished, when the external service has been
attended to; so alas, it may be, that we are satis.
fied with ourselves when we have studied the dis.
course, and preached it, and offered up the custo.
mary prayer, or when we have given the expected
exhortation,or dropped a word of counsel and com.
fort as the circumstances of thosewhom we are .
siting require, or, 2s when we have attended to the
sacramental ordinauces in their season. But ah
when our views terminate on the mere opus opere.
tum of the ministry, we are far from accomplishing
Gud's work in it. For,our ministry is substantial
ly the samie as that in which the apostles wer
employed. It is designed, as is expressed in Paul'
commission, “to openthe cyes of men, and tum
thewn from darkness to light, and from the power of
satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sing, and inheritance among them that are sanc.
tified by faith that isin Christ.” Our work, asit
respects men i their natural condition, is to bring
them into a connection with the second Adam, the
Lord from Heaven, that they may be acceptedin
His righteousness, and renewed by His Spirit, and
brought into subjection to Him ; and, asit respects
those who arediscipled into theSaviour, it is thus
they may bekept in the enjoyment of the blessings
which hedinpenses and trained vp in holiness and
a meetness for heaven. The ministry, in these
grand views of it, is the same in all ages, and in
all circumstances ;and asit possesses a transcend-
ant diguity, o doesit involve an overwhelming
responsibility. It is therefore a matter of com-
parative insignificance in  what circumstancesit

be exercised. Pastors and Missionaries nos,
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,;"”:}hatever be the field of their labor, may, ““kf‘ W'ith
an Apostle confess their unworthiness of being
-a@ployed in preaching the unsearchable riches of
@h.ist, ond, like him also, must seck and find all
ir sufficiency for the work in God. Yet, just
ause the instrumentality employed in God's
Pihiritual kingdom is in all respecta nicely adjusted,
:’;s*ust we attend to the specialities which are found
T our allotted field of labor. It will be readily
:§§knowledged that we have difficultics to contend
“Fith, which are peculiar toa newly settled coun-
3? y : asin the scattered state of the population,
ithe unfavourable change which has passed onthe
%’éhuracters of many with their removal from the
'“l;;ghristiun society in which they had been brought
“tRp, their change of pursuits, and it may be their
}? ong destitution of christian crdinances, and the
Fecanty maintenance provided for ministers, These
%‘f?thinge however must not be allowed to discourage
1s. Y appeel to you, my beloved brethren, whether
ive would not have ample encouragement under
fall our difficultics, were they even tenfold greater
fthan they are, in the work itself in which we are
% ngaged ; seeing, that it is the work of God, and
gf Christ, and that it directly subserves the ever-
Hasting saivation of men. The very trials and pri-
&yations which any of us may have to encounter
re most honorable, Nor should it be a light
?%round of encouragement with us—as Ibelicve it
Sg‘is not—the consideration;that we are laboring for
Agencrations that are yet to diftuse themselves over
%(lle vacant territory in which we dwell, God in
$his wisdom has %ept it to a great extent untenant-
fed by men, during ages, through which, as there
§is rcason to believe, a denser population would
have added only tothe extentof the kingdom of
satan. Obh, that we may deeply feel, that, it is at
once to our honor, and to our responsibility, to
be laboring in a community yet in its youth while,
the direction of the giant strength it may after-
wards obtain, to be wielded either for good or for
evil,isto some extent comumitted to us.

.

2, Let us cultivate a habitual sense of our
absolute dependance on the Spirit of God for suc-
cess in the work to which we are called. We
may describethe end of our ministry in another ex-
pression of Paul’s—that itis, “to present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Ani, we canno
more accomplish this, by any power given to us
under the ordinary economy of Providence, than
wecan evoke the bones from the grave and unite
thews to cach other, and clothe them with sinews
aud flesh and skin, and animate them with the
breath of life. And so, we must feel, that all that
we ourselves can do, in the actual exercise of our

AW, RINTOUL, A. M, vi

ministry, isin itself unavailing to the end of the
mimstry., That with an eloquence fervid as was
that of Apollos or Paul, we should etill, withou
the Spinst of God, be nothing towards converting
and sanctifying men ; that, though we could even
now transplant ta this land any or all of the schools
of the prophets that are found in Britain, we conld
not of ourselves form ¢ Pastors and Teachers for
the work of the ministry;” and that if a tithe of
her vast revenue were now expended in maintaimng
Pastors and Missionaries and ‘I'eachers of every
kind, even this, would not ofitself secure the
bringing in of the kingdom of God amongst ua.
Tor, the sentiment in the text 1s mest absolute—
# Not by might, nor by power, but by the Spint
of the Lord of Hosts.”

And, dear brethren, we must not tiink it enough
to bring forward this truth occasionally in a
discourse as a barren thesis.  Wemust feel 3ty and
act it out in our whole nunistenial work, as
studying for the pulpit, and in addressing our
people from jt, in our pastoral vistations. as well
as when we sit in our judicatortes tor admimstering
the discipline or government of the church.  Aund,
as prayer is the utterance of this sense of depen-
dance, we must pray without ceasing, and must
also teach our people, that they can be fellow-
workers with us, by striving together with uy 1w
prayer for the success of the mimstry.

3. But the doctrine we have been considenng
does not permit us to disparage our own agency.
Our labour is indeed powerless to the production
of the result which it contemplates: and yet, it s
constituted a means for the exertion of the Divine
agency. And this is honour encugh for poor
dependent creatures, such as we are: yeu, an
infinite honour for those who owe thewr ouwn
deliverance from sin znd condemmation to the
clemency of God, and the bleod of his Son, to be
connected with that kingdom which has the Son of
God for its head, and the cverlasting saivation of
menand glory of God as itsimmediate and nltunate
object, and to be employed also inadveneing thut
kingdom in the world. Oh, for spintual illuna-
nation to know the honour thys bestowed vpon us,
and for wisdom to be for ever humbled under s
sense of it.

But, herein also, we are to sce our duty-——our
duty to labour in the ministry of the word, becauxe
God calls on us to do so, and becanse our work
subordinate to His great work. The haratsis
which gow wavearound us, or are being gathered
by the hushandman, are Gods, for he is Lord of
all,and by Him ¢ the valleys are covered overwitk
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corn;” and yet, who that views them in contrast
with the dark and barren wonds thut encirele them,
is not reminded thet man hes been lavish of hig
totly in clearing the ground, and brealang it up, aud
fencing and sowing i, And so. bretizen, we too
must labour, in order to gather n banest into the
garner of Goda  We st ¢ ierk up the faliow
ground,” and sow, ard plai t, and water, and fence.
And the recliining of the sprital wastes wround
us can be efiected only by an inercase of laborers
And these can be furnished culy by the church,
where she is in « state of greater matunity than in
these provinees ; theugh the time has surely come,
when we ought to exert outselves in providing for
the training of tihe few amorgst uy, who are
desirous of being commaizsioned 12 the Lord's
vineyard. Again, as the laboutcr is werthy of his
reward, snd should be mamtuined in the spiritual
ficld undistracted by the cares ond erployments
that are connected with provicing for his temposul
necessities ; 50 must there be made some arrange-
ments for his suppor:, whether tnat be obtamned
from ofterings at the alter, or, asin the duys of
Zerubbabel, from the treasury of thestate, Thus,
an extensive and varied wmstiumentality must be
cmploved, in order to the establishment of the
kingdom of God amongst us. And wlile we
chensh a sense of our own utter impotency 1o the
attainment of this result, we are net, therefore,
dischurged from labourmg.  God willwork through
us, when we werk according to his will.

4. Let us study to give its own proper place to
the varied instrumentahity we are celled to employ
in God’s epiritusl kingdom ; in other werds, a
proportionate attention to every departmient of
tainisterial lubour. We ure prone, as I have said,
to forget the ultimate end ef the mirvisiry, ond to
terminate our views on the work itself] or, at least,
onresults far ehort of the salvation of men, and the
glory of the ever-blessed Ged.  And when this is
the case, we are not Liely to be very dibgent init,
though, in the absence vi'the higher motives, there
are many inferior ones that mzyv lead to o certain
kind and degree of ministeric! activity. Now,
when the higker mctives ate not operaiiig upon
ug, we are very apt to give 2 disproportionate
attention to particular parts of winisterial senvice ;
to attachk an undue attention to some, and to treat
others with comparatiie neglect.  And, in this
case, we are not in the way of doing the work of
the Lord, for he must be honcared m all his
ordinances. ‘Lhe dislocation of any part of the
mechaniem of the golien candlestick, between the
branches of the olite trees wnd the lamps, would
havebeen fatal te the praduction of Kight.  And so,
we cannyt trapsmt o dnine wfcence from Christ,
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the Head to those who are under ouvr minisi~
anlees we study to honour Iiw in the observa:,
of all His institutions, ‘

A praverful and diligent stady of the word
Geogd, aml an aficetionate appheation of 1t tot
hiearts of our people, nre undoubtedly the prae,
funictions of the minelty; yetsauie of us smay b
rea-on to corfess that rtudies, only indirect
ronnecied with the minishy, or, the business
our church courts, or tiie sceulanities of life and .
our pastoral work, oltain an undue importance i
the actual distnbution of our tune, so that v
may be very far fiom conng up to the aposiohe.
njncticrs, even as acconunodated to cur chicur,
stazces, of giving ourseliesw holly tothe mimstry—
of picaching the v ord in scason aud out of season,
QObh, Lrethren, let us bethink ourselves, that our ou
sajvation is wrapped up in our fidelity in (.
wiwstry, We must save ourselves, by serv
Christ, in saving our fellow men.  The business o
onr chnch courts should receive a measure ¢
attention; but let us romember that they ar
Cesinned to direct, rather than to produce spititu
itfrcnee,  ‘Teachmng and preaching are fittedt.
n:ule men clajstizis, and to keep them ehristian—
that s, to build the spiritual hicuse, the clurcl,
govermnent must tegulete its afllivey ufter it .
Leen bult,  Let us fedd theny that we are engimg
wthevery highost work of the ministiy when v
are preaching, or cij ounding the woid, eatechaay
tire young, os exhariing flow house Lo heuse.

5. Finally, let us stady to adapt our exertions
to the existing circuinstances of the church,

t is noted of the men of the tribe of Isscehas,
who came with the representatives of the othe:
iniles to exalt David to the supreme power i
Istacl, that ¢ they had understanding of the times
to know what Israel ought to de.””  Such men an
nccessary at ail times amengst (he leaders of th»
church, and eminently so amongst oursclves at th:
prescut time.  or, winle difiiculties beset us frus
our own immaturity and feebleness, and the cond-
tion of the political world, there is a peenbiar
importance connected with onr work, inasmuch. e
that we are Jaying n foundation for the generations
that arc to come after us. Itis something cves
to fee) our peculisr difiiculties, and our respons:.
b.iity, fer then, shull we be happily led to mor
turable dependence en Ged for his guidance aad
blessing ; blessed be Iis rame, that Ile can, anl
will impart to us, i’ we truly wait on Him, «the
spitit of power, and of love, arid of a sound mind."
He can eomvert sur very weakness into strength,
aud over-rule the events of 1lis providence towards




fiihc cnlargement of 1is church in these hmds.——‘
F@lnil we forget, thut the conquests ol warrtors, 2nu
%ﬂu ncusures of statesmen and princes have ever
‘3 on controlled by an unseca hand, with a view to
¢{he wterests of the small, the despised, and for the
ime, it may bes unknown coruuunity, the church
f God, We are reminded, fram the counection in
8 hich om toxt stands, that the chanees on the
hrone of Persia, and the councils of the palace of

Shushan, wlere, {or the time, the rod of universal
Kempire wus swayed, were all modfied by the
%’uith and tiie prayers of a handivl of manumiticd
:, aptives, who were Libouring awoagst the rains of
chrusulc::. And be ssured, bretuten, that we
Sanay sull move the hand winels hoids tie Leart of
Sthe sovercign, and of ministers of state, and
1o Criors, parliaments, and councils, yea, and of
4t)c more uucontrollable populace, an:d tumns it
L ithersoever he will,  Qur belleving prayers and
Flabours shall win 2 ble.sing from God, let who will,
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The feeblencess of the chureh for maintzining 2
Sministry is a very prominent feature in lier present
$eondition ; and the more so, that the work to which
she is culled is sery great, Loth as respects the
Tfurnizhing of missionaries for the scattered and
Raestitute pepulation, and muisters for cungrega-
Zaions alieady organized, and the providing for the
Susing up of labourers amengst ourcelves.  Inall
};;"éhu.;e views of the church, we may well confess her
sApoieriy and formirgr, as we do, a part of’ a state
wlich covenants 1o uphold the kingdom of Christ,
Fwe may surely, with a good conscionve, ook a
Smoiety of these resoutces which have boen pre-
fessedly consecraied to timt ohject,  Buai, my
% brethren, T am bold to confess, that, inmy judg-
ment, our temporal poverty, if the destitution to
which I iave been alluding may be so clizracterised.
is not the most stziking feature of onr coutdition.
\We are poor, poor indeed, inthe graces and gufts
of the Spirit of God. low hitie, alas, is there
% jound amongst us of that fervency and powerin
2 praying and preaching, for which, by general
consent, the nunisters of our church in other days
B were distinguished ! Who, of us, can tell of any
such marked success attending on our ministvy of
¥ the word and the sacraments as what history and
& tradition, not yet eld, describe as fellowing on the
& preaching and the comennionsof fauthful ministers
! Lothin Scotland and licland ? Ilow Ettle is there
found in our judicatories of that zeal for the purity
of church fullowship, for wiich our church was
went to Le toted ! And, how listle respect does
our disciple obtain from many ot ihe members of
the church, cven when it is admimetered with a
measure of tenderness and fidelity ! Must we not
confess the want of a decep und sericus piety
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amongst the great body of our people, wmuch
acglect of domestic training and cotechusing in the
clements of diwvine truth, much want of reverence
for the Lord's day, and of that devotional spirit in
families, which at one time stood out so prominently
w the Scottish character, that when a poet, in the
wiere oxercise of his art, set himself to draw a
cotter, he drew a saint !

But, why refer only to the history of the Re-
formed Church of Scotland for proofs that religion
is in a langwd condition with us here? The
apostolic age unquestionubly presents the church
inn wore perieet condition ; and no minute survey
of it i 1cqnired to convince us that we are fan,
vory far, from coming up to that pattern. A
candlestick has been lighted up amongst us, yet
does it send out only a dim and fecble light, and
therefore, few are attracted towards it.

If the preacher makes these statements with
Lesitation and trembling, it is because lus own
feclings and conduct come short of what they
should be with & full conviction of their truth,
rather than from any fear thut they will be gainsayed
by his hearers. May we all, my dear brethren, be
duly afiveted with our spiritual destitution ; for, if
all the formas and ofiices and institutions of religion
are orizied only for premoting living holiness, we
are morc concerned to lebour and pray for a
revival of scriptural and apostolical piety, than for
all the treasures which the piety or policy of kings
ever consecrated to religion, 1listory abundantly
testifies, that if the church would carn respeet and
honour and riches for Christ, neither her ministers
nor members must covet these objects for their
own sukes, but rather despise them. Observation
and the reason of the thing, we may say the con-
st:tution of the Lingdom of Christ, demonstrate
that a churell in which piety is in a low condition,
cannot make 2 good use of rickes or of any other
swlent.  She iy, perhaps, in such a condition
possess both wealth and Jearning, and yet she will
lack the power of consccrating them to the ad-
vancement of the kingdom of the Saviour.

Lot us not then suppose that all that we require
is » Jarger cndowment from the state ; this, de-
sirable as it is for the sake of the church,and of the
state too, if’ given to advance the truth, should yet
be dreaded, and declined, if our acceptance of it
were inany wise tantamount to a connivance at
any form of corrupted christianity unhappily
fostared by the state. Extended pecuniary re-
sources, whencesoever derived, can avail to tho
advancement of the kingdom of God only when
the pastors, missionaries, and teachers of any
kind, on whom they are bestowed, ate prayerful

and laborious men of God.



ADDRESS
Lo the people comprising the several congregalions
under the superintendence of the Preshytery of

Kingston.
Dearsy Benovep Bretusey,

The Presbytery of Kingston
wishing grace, mercy and peace to be continued and
multiplied unto you all, from God the Pather and the
Lord Jesus Christ, desire to remind you, that many
years ago, the fathers of this country stripped,during a
war of revolution, of their all, in deep poverty, with-
out the implements of husbandry and the necessaries
of life, pitched their tents in an unbroken wilderness;
but the gracious Preserver of men supported them
under their privauons, supplied their wants, and
delivered them from many evils.  The ved men of
the forest penetrated far into the old American Colonies,
earrying ruin and desolation in their train; but God
bridled the ferocity of the nauve tribes in Canada, and
disposed them to live in friendship with the inhabitants
from the first settlement of the country.  Little more
than half a century has clapsed since that event and,
considering the mighty obstacles to be surmounted,
the growth of the population and the improvements
made and in progress are, perhaps, without a parallel
in history. We have, excepting a few years of|
contest, enjoyed unbroken peace. Friendship and
brotherly love have pervaded all classes.  Surely ali
these are swiking instances of the favour of God
vouchsofed both 10 the earhier and later settlers in this
land. But, some years ago, a few persons, fond of
change, arose, sowed the seeds of dissension, and have
now grasped the sword to shed their brother’s blood.
Fire, pillage, and slaughter have, in cvery direction,
marked their course. The sorrow of widows and
fatherless children is the bitter fruit of their progress;
and many fumilies, once living in comfort, are now
east on the wide world, houseless and destitute.  And,
to aggravate the impending  judgment, they are now
employing all their art and ingernity to induce the
citizens of the neighboming coutary 1 jom their ranks
and invade our land, demonstrating that they seek for
revolution and the scpuration of these Colonies from
Great Britain. Now, 1o devdope the resources of the
country, to remaove ex:ting abuses and mmprove our
institations, to do all this, so far as practicable, is
amply encouraged by the genius of the British
Constitution, and is in perfect accordance with the
practice and sympathies of that free and generous
nation to which we belong.  But, instead of confining
themselves to the prosccution of measures of salutary
reform, in a constitutional, peaccable and christian-like
manner, these deluded nmen are bent on the destruction
of that form of government which we prefer, and that
connection with England which, under God, we deem
to be equally our privilege, honor and felicity
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‘Totrace and develope that extraordinary conspiracy
which was formed for these revolutionary purposes,
and its no less extraordinary detection, were unbef;
ting the objeets of this address; but not to acknowled.,
the hand of God in those signal interposuions, I:)
which this conspiracy has been defeated, were nothun;
fess than a guilty contempt of the Ruler and Dispos.;
of all.

Dearly Beloved Drethren, at this eventful crisis the
eyes of your country are no douht directed towards
you, to see how you will discharge your duty to 1t ang
to your posterity ; and the warm, instantancous g
wide-spreading response which has heen already given
to the public demands, is an encouraging pledge and
security that you will not be a-wanting in your duty s
man ; but especially remember that the eye of God i
looking down from heaven upon you to see in why
manner you arc to fulfil your obligations to Hum.

‘The present calamity stands not alone, but is only
one of many that have recently afilicted the Province
They must be wrapt up 1 worse than brutish inconsii
cration who have not been tuking note, that the judy
ments of God have been for some time remarkabl,
abroad in the world in general, and mest strikingly
manifest in this Province in particular.

A terrible pestilence has more than once visited ns
and cut down no inconsiderable number of our popu
lation.  During the season just gone by, a scarcity
some parts of the land almest amounting to fanue
and a depression in temporal maiters unexampled lay
heavy upon the Province, and just as it was begin-
ning 1o breathe from these calamities, warin its mos:
hateful and unnatural form has risen up,

Consider then that such calamities as these come
not by chance, and that afflictions spring not from the
ground ; that the government of God is conducted nut
upon arbitrary and capricious but upon fixed and un-
changeable principles, and accarding to perfect righte
ousness. In His infinitely just and wise administira.
tion there always exists an inseparable connection be
tween the judgments he sends upon a people and ther
sins, aud can you be at any loss to trace that connecs
tion in respectto the judgments that havealready atllicted
and are still afiicting our land. Was there evers
people in existence who have received a larger or mor
munificent share of God's favors and blessings, than
that nation of which we form a part; and can it, with
the least colour of truth be affirmed, that our grat
tude to God, or proper use of our privileges have .
kept any proportion with thoese expeetations of returm, |
God had the clearest rightto entertain; and to say
nothing of our derelictions of duty to God, in this re
speet, have not our more open and  presumptnous sins
as a people been too notorious to cscape observation?
Have not the Sabbaths which should be estcemed 2
delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable and whick
ought to be consecrated to devotional purposes, with-
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\&t even speaking our own words, been deseerated by
gpth Rulers, and people, by being employed for al-
..l‘ﬁost. every sccular purposc? Has not the name of
@od which should be used with the deepest reverence
d awe, been fearfully profancd in common conver-
ton? Havenot fraud and dishonesty lifted their
y to heaven? Has not a spitit of worldliness and
vetousniess, a hastening by all means and at all
azards to be rich, been widely prevalent 7 and have
h;m \hie ordinances of God appointed for promoting
%ur clernal salvation been esteemed lessin value than
fhose perishable objects, which can afford but a tem-
thorary comfort ?

5 The persin who does not, in  all these recent ca-
“Jamities, see 13 »onncction between God’s judgments
{%nd our sins, would searcely seeit were it written by
20

ﬁl\c finger of God,in brightest charaeters in every past
% his spacious firmament above us and around us.

But in the principles of the divine government the
nnection between faith, repentance, prayer, and the
he removal of God's judgments is no less close than
tween judgments and sin.  And with reference to
“Pur present circurastances it ought to be most decply
Spmpressed on our minds that though outward calami-
#iesmay sometimes seem t0 be rcmoved  without re-
*Zentance, faith, andprayer, this is no proof of their real
HRnd final removal, or of the possession of the divine
¥avor; but on the contrary is cvidence of the certainty
Z9f their sooner or later fulling with a weight all the
4l hore terrible and  overwhelming on the heads of the
mpenitent. For example, were not the judgments
hat fell upon Jerusalem just the full accumulated a-
mount of that storm of divine wraththat had for ages
been gathering in the heavens aud which, beeause
God's voice of warning had been, from generation to
generation, despised, at last, with unrestrained and
irresistable fury, burst over the devoted city 7 And
is not the case of Jerusalem more than once referred to
y our blessed Lord as a warning of thosc judg-
ments unspeakably more terrible that await the impem-
tentin cternity 7 So that if escape from temporal co-
Januties for sins unrepented of be possible, there is a
day coming when retribution must overtake trans-
gessors with & severity according to the length of
space given for repentance.

9,
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But,brethren, there is one thing which at this event-
Hful erisis demands our solemn and undivided attention
Ebccause it ,isfull of encouragement and hope. It is
ithis that after all judgment is God's strange work; that
fuotonly:s he reluctant to draw his glittering sword
rand take vengeence on his encmies—the impenitent de-
spisers of his mercies and warnings—but even after
having drawn it, he is cver ready to return it toits
~scabbard upon seeing any plain symptoms of prayer-
; ful humiliation, repentance, faith, and unfeigned desire
{10 lay down the weapons of their rebellion and to re-
turn to their allegiance,
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So very slow is our God to anger that, as you re-
member, he gave to the old world no less than 120
years space for repentance; and it was only after his
omnipatence had been defied, his admonitions con-
temned, and the world had filled up the measure of
its guilt, that the deluge of sin which overspread the
world was swept away by a deluge of water.

Likewisc the case of Ninevah, so appropriate to
our present circumstances, shews that God even after
he had proclaimed the ruin of that mighty city, upon
seeing signs of penitence on the part of the pecple
did not mflict the judgment threatened.

Dearly beloved brethren, we would urge it upon
your attention that although God has in the midst of
judgment been remembering mercy, yet matters ars
still in suspense because the issuc of events may en-
tirely depend upon that line of conduct towards the
Supreme Ruler, which you as a people and as indi-
viduals are to adopt. Pausc then and consider the
way by which you are to obtain the removal of some-
thing infinitely more dreadful than any temporal ca-
lamity—the anger of God. The removal of this
spirtual calamity is to be obtained, and the divine
favour secured, by pleading at the throne of grace for
a saving intcrest in the precious atoning blood and
meritorious obedience of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Cluist, by profound humiliation on account of sin, by
unfeigned repentance, evidencing itself in a thorough
and uncxceptionable amcndment of life.  Suffer us,
then, as your spintual guardians, and as bound to
watch over you in these calamitous times, strongly to
urge upon you the necessity of diligence in the use of
means—of secret prayer, of family wership, of associ-
ations with your brethren for the purpose of prayer,
and of regularly assembling yourselvestogether in the
House of God Finally, be assured that it is only
by the Tloly Spirit rendering these means effectual
enabling you to depend for acceptance on the free
grace of God, and the mediatien of Jesus Christ, and
to forsake every besetting sin—that you can have any
solid foundation for expecting him to deliver you from
existing evils, 10 prosper you as citizens of time and
bless, you in all eternity. Amen.

Belleville, 3d January, 1836,

The above Address was appointed to be read to
the congregaticus within the bounds of the Presbytery
at the lest mecting held on the 3@ of January, 1838.
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ON MAKING HASTE TO BE RICH.

I T 6, 9, 10.

The obtaining wealth is an object of almost
universal pursuit. For this men rise up early and
sit up late; for this their 'minds are perpetually turn-
ihg, first to the right hand and then to left, making
frequent calculations whether this or that be the most
profitable measure for securing the proposed end. In
whatever direction we turn our eyes we perceive the
proofs of this fact. Early in the morning it may be
noticed how mercantile men press forward from their
country residences to the cities or towns in which
their business is conducted. ~Walk through the
public streets of the principal commercial cities of
Britain, America, or Canada, you will scarcely meet
an individual who discovers a listless countenance.
All are on the alert; the eye is fixed upon the
object ; every nerve is stretched, and no gladiator of
ancient times could discover more anxiety, or make
more exertion, than is manifested by those ardent pur-
suers after wealth. But from whence does all this
ardour flow? It is from a strong impression on the
minds of men, that it is a very desirable thing to be
rich; that riches furnish numerous means of
obtaining happiness, and that the more we can
accumulate, the more happiness we can possess.
This is the predominant sentiment and feeling of men
of business, But it is not the language of experience;
it is not the language of divine revelation, which warns
us against such mistaken notions.  The word of God
brings to our view the emptiness and the unprofitable-
ness of riches, except so far as they are means of
glorifying God, and of doing good to our fellow men,
Let the ardent pursuers after wealth read attentively
the following passage ;—“ There is an evil which I
have seen under the sun, and it is common among
men; a man to whom God hath given riches, wealth,
and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of
all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to
eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it ; this is vanity, and
it is an evil disease.”

1t would afford pleasure to every genuine Christian
to perceive, that the desire of wealth in professing
Christians is kept within those limits which are wise,
and compatible with the obligations which they are
under toGod, and the regard which they should cherish
for the honor of pure and undefiled religion. Instead
of which, it is lamentable to sec them determining to
obtain wealth at all hazards, even at the expense of
every high christian principle, and of almost every
personal, relative, and religious duty, even sacrificing
a good conscience and hazarding the everlasting
salvation of the soul.

ON MAKING HASTE TO BE RICH.

The passage of scripture which has suggested these
reflections, exposes thut dangerous line of conduct
which all real christians should carefully avoid. It is
also manifest, from many fatal examples, that those
who ¢ will be rich” pursue a course of action extreme~
ly sinful, and which must be productive of many and
awful mischiefs to the soul. I shall state some
examples of this kind, and I pray Ged that they may
not be exhibited in vain.

That man certainly “ makes haste to be rich” who
sacrifices either religious duties or religious privileges
to the prosecution of his great object of procuring
riches. How frequently have I heard the neglect of
reading the scriptures and prayer, both in the family
and in the closet, thus apologized for:—* I have a
family to support,and my business engrosses so much
of my time, that it is next to impossible to attend to
these things at present; I hope soon to get forward a
little in the world, and then I shall have more leisure,
and will then undoubtedly give more attention to these
things.”  Such persons forget the wholesome advice,
or, I might say, the solemn injunction of the Great
Teacher. In summing up an interesting discourse
upon the duty of trusting Divine Providence, and
guarding against ail sinful anxicty respecting temporal
things, he says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”

Eagerness to accumulate wealth is discovered also
by the neglect of the public worship of God, and the
institutions of the christiar sanctuary. Our Lord has
beautifully and powerfully pourtrayed those who fall
into this sin, and think to excuse the neglect of their
souls and things eternal by the obligations they are
under to attend to the duties of their temporal callings,
It is in the parable of the great supper, Luke 14, 18. &ec.
The master is represented as having made an ample
and a rich provision for a large body of guests, and,
at supper time, he sent forth his servants to announce
his kindness and liberality, and invite the poor, the
lame, the halt, and the blind; the most unworthy and
insignificant were not exempted ; and the messengers
were to say, “Come, for all things are now ready.”
But how was the message received 2 “ They all began
with one consent to make excuse. The first said unto
him, ¥ have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs
go and see it; I pray thee have me execused. The
second said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I
go 1o prove them; I pray thce have me excused.
And the third said, I have married a wife, and there-
fore I cannot come.” The first two of these were too
intent upon getting money to attend to the things of
God, the soul and eternity. It was no sin to buy a
farm, or to huy five yoke of oxen, to plough the land
when bought; it was no sin to marry a wife; but
when these things interpose between God and our
souls, cherish a worldly spirit, and obstruct the
performance of our most essential duties, they are our
sin and our curse, It isa sad emen, when God gives

U,
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any thing in wrath. 'Tkis is the case often in regard
0 riches ; and then, instead of yielding happiness,
they are altogether useless, or even become the
Means of distracting and destroying the unhappy
individuals on whom they have been bestowed.

Another way in which men make haste to be rich,
and fall into temptation is, by indulging the spirit of
Monopoly ; and, therefore, strike out into many
different lines of business, or multiply shops and
Stations in one and the same business. 1 have been
Surprised to see not only men of the world pursue this
ine of conduct, but even professing christians. One,
Whom I wel knew, had many branches of business, they
lay so remote from each other, and involved him in so
Much care and anx'ety, that early and late he was all
bust]e; he was running from Dan to Beersheba to

TTOW money, or to procure discounts; he broke his
Promises to his friends ; wasso irritable in his family,
that his wife and children could scarcely procure a
kind or a civil answer; and, in the midst of all this
€ager pursuit to amass wealth, he was snatched away
Yy death, and left his affairs in so disorganized a state,
that jt required no little time and sagacity to disentangle
them; and thusafter having given his eyes little slumber,
and his hands and feet no rest, and after working
arder than any of his own dependants, instead of
h‘”ing‘ amassed, as some thought, a good fortune, it
Appeared that his family were left with but a scanty
Support, and were of course painfully disappointed.

Wherever I see this disposition to engross an undue
share of the public favour, I think I see one who is
“ making haste to be rich.” It has been said, that
“ a covetous man can scarcely be an honest man.”
One person, and he a great talker about religion, not
ong ago openly declared himself in language that
Seemed to intimate, that he should rejoice in the ruin of
all those who were of his own profession in that
Neighbourhood. What can be the issue of such a
temper of mind but disappointment and disgrace on
the one hand, or, if successful in amassing riches on
the other, must these not be embittered by shame at the
Tecollection of the means by which they have been
Procured ? How often have we seen the wealth of
Some mep g weigh them down with remorse and
despﬂil‘, that they would have parted with the last
Arthing if they could have procured sleep for their eyes
and peace for their consciences! How true the words
of Solomon —u There is a sore evil which I have seen

under the sun, namely, riches, kept for the owners
thereof to their hurt.”

Some make haste to be rich by downright fraud.
€Y have a variety of tricks to set off their goods
*d induce the purchaser to take them; and when they
Ave carried their point, they glory in the suc-
%3 of their iniquitous maneuvres.

nThere are many ways in which this may be done.
® Way is, by giving an appearance to an article
|
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which is altogether fictitious and delusive. Another
is, by concealing some defect, which, if seen, would
inevitably lead the purchaser to decline the article, or
take it at an inferior price.

Others cheat the purchaser by false measures, false
weights, &c.  Solomon has delivered many interesting
lessons of instruction upon these evil practices; the
injurious effect of which generally fails most heavily
on the poor—to rob whom is one of the greatest
abominations in the sight of God. “Rob not the
poor, because he is poor ; neither oppress the afflicted
in the gate; for the Lord will plead their cause, and
spoil the seul of those that spoiled them.”

Some make haste to be rich by an unjustifiable
withholding from others what is their due ; they cheat
their families of what is rightfully due to them for
the comfortable supply of ther personal wants, and the
maintainence of their respectability in society, They
are often pinched in their food, in their clothes,
and other domestic comforts, and so stinted in
peeuniary supplies, that they are seldom or never able
to indulge the best feelings of human nature, in
imparting assistarce to the poor and afflicted.

They exact from their servants and labourers an
undue portion of service, without cause diminish their
wages, and withhold what is due to the tradesman,
that they may take advantage of any speculation
that may seem to promise an increase of their
gain.  To such the apostle James says, “ Your
gold and silver is cankeréd ; and the rest of them shall
be & Witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as
it were fire.  Ye have heaped treasure together for the
lastdays.  Behold, the hire of the labourers, who have
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back
by fraud, erieth; and the cries of them which have

reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of
Sabaoth.”

Others make haste to be rich by absolute
robbery.  They rob God, the church, and the poor.
That proportion which they subscribe to their clergy.
for their support, they for a short time pay, but they do
even this grudgingly; and when applied to for sone
charitable contribution, either to objects of distress, or
for religious purposes, they never fuil to tali of thes
provision made for both by the government or parlia-
ment, and how cheerfully they contribute; than whici
nothing can be farther from the trath, It was to men
of this class that God said, “ Will a man rob God ?
Yet ye have robbed me.”

All the wealth which God bestows upon a man is
to be considered as a talent, given to him in trust.
He is a steward, and must give.an account to God.
The responsibility of rich persons is therefore very
great, and it is so solemnly stated in the parable of the
talents, Matthew 25, 15—30, that [ take the liberty of
urging a close attention to it upon all vich person=,
but especially upon rich professors. and most of all
upon thos» professors whose wealth i, sl increasing.
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Is the nizgardly heart of any earth-worm saying,
what shall 1 do? Where shall I bestow my goods?
I answer, put them out to interest, under the direction
of inspired truth. Give a due proportion to the Lord,
to the church, and to the poor, and they will pay you
far better interest than you will ever obtain elsewhere.
“ Ile that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord.”
No man can eventually be injured by what he either
gives or loses in the cause of God, of truth, and of
righteousness. Hear the testimony of Christ, then,
covetous soul, and let go thy fond grasp of those
perishable riches; they are best used when used for
God  “ We bave left all,” said Peter, * and followed
thee. And Jesus answered and said, verily I say
unto you, there is no man that hath left house or
brethren, or sister, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake and the gospel’s, but he
shall receive an hundred fold now in this time, houses,
and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children,

and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come|

eternal life.”

We call upon those who are making haste to be
rich to attend to the claim which God makes upon
them for providing, upholding, and keeping in a good
state, the houses of God in our province: remember-
ing what he said to his ancient people, “Bring wood,
and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it,
and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”

We call upon you, rich Christians, to provide
for the Ministers of the Cristian Sanctuary, and
the administration of divine ordinances. Thus
God addressed the ancient Jews:—* Bring ye all the
tithes into the store heuse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall
not be room enough to receeiveit.” The law of tithes
departed with the old dispensation, and now God
claims, and expects your free-will offerings.  There is
a new law, but it is equally appropriate and equally
binding. “If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal
things

1€ the things T have written have any truth in them,
i they have the sanction of God’s word, what an
awful state are they in who have already made haste
to be rich, or who are in progress to this end by any
of the means which I have been censuring !—Then
how awful your state!  Your riches are as the spoils
of robbers in the estimation of God. They will rust
in your hand ; they will melt away like wax, or will
make to themsclves wings and fiee away, or, if they
abide with thee, you will exhibit the very image of
the individual so correctly portrayed by the prophet—
‘ As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them
not, so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall
leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end
shall be a fool. )

West Gwilliamsbury. M.

INTELLIGENCE.

THE PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON,

At a meeting on the 7th of June last, held at Co-
bourg, appointed a special meeting for prayer to be
held in all the churches under their jurisdiction on the
evening of the first Monday of every Month, A
minute, explanatory of the nature and objects of this
appointment, was drawn up,approved of by the Pres-
bytery, and sent to the different ministers to be read
by them to their respective congregations. Since
that period these monthly meetings have been estab-
lished, it is believed in alltheir churches, are engaged
in with much interest by the ministers, and the atten-
dance of the people is very respectable.

The minute read from the pulpits as ordered by
the Presbytery is as follows :

“Feeling adeep interest in the progress of pure and
undefiled religion in the world at large, and particularly
in the congregations under their superintendance, the
Presbytery think it highly necessary and becoming
that in all their churches, there should be held a special
monthly meeting for prayer and supplication to God,
that the Holy Spirit may be poured down upon the
Pastors,the Elders and the people,that so we may expe-
rience a time of spirithal refreshment from the divine
presence—and also upon Christians of other denomi-
naticns towards affecting the removal of ecclesiastical
abuses, religious errors and practical ungodliness
which may exist either amongst us or them—the illu-
mination and conversion of Heathen, Papal and Mo~
hammedan communities preparatory to the introduction
of thelatter day of glory. And as there isa great
destitution in many parts of this land of religious ad-
vantages, the people are rapidly sinking into a state of
great spiritual indifference—perishing for lack of know-
ledge, the young growing up without scriptural instrue-
tion, and not a few of them from whoin on account of
their former privileges and habits, better things might
be expected—the Presbytery recommend that these and
smilar evils should be deprecated in those prayersand sup-
plications whichmay be presented at the throneofheaven-
ly grace, and the divine Dblessing earnestly implored
upon all the exertions made by-our church to promote
the cause of the gospel of Christ, hoth.in regular con-
gregations and in the destitute settlements of this
country. And the Presbytery further enjoin upon the
brethren to labour to impress on the minds of true
Christians the duty of engaging in earnest Aabitual
prayer to God for accomplishing these results.

It is to be understood that this monthly meeting
shall in no way interfere with or supersedé other
meetings for prayer already established in cengrega-
tions.”

Another meeting of the Presbytery was held also
at Cobourg, on the 30th of August last, when the
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R_eV. Robert Macdowal of Fredericksburg presented
himgelf for admission, before the Presbytery ; on being
duite satisfied with the testimonials he produced, the

Tesbytery did, in terms of the minutes of Synod
1833: authorizing them so to do, duly admit him as a
™Member, gave him the right hand of fellowship and
ordered his name to be added to the roll.

In joining our church Mr. Macdowal has forfeited
voluntarily },js right to the government allowance
Which he enjoyed as a minister of the United Synod
of Upper Canada; and as the government grant to the

ynod of Canada, is too small to allow us to extend

e benefit of it 10 all the brethren Mr, Macdowal has
€Vinceq th, strength of his attachment to our church,

-nd his disinterestedness in uniting with us in those
ClrcumstanCes.

Having been disappointed in their exertions to pro-
Te missionaries from Scotland to labor within their
unds, the Presbytery wishing to lessen the evil as
m"as lies in their power, resolved to appoint one of
their number 1o aet as corresponding Secretary and
Teasurer, to receive all missionary funds and appro-
Priate them under the direction of the Presbytery, to
Correspond  with the different brethren from time to
Ume and to collect all the information possible respect-
Ing the state of the different places within the sphere
of their observation, and to report the result at the
different meetings of Presbytery ; as also to corres-
pond with Societies in Scotland, for the promotion of
the missionary causein Canada, and the Presbytery
appointed the Rev. Thomas Alexander to the said of-
fice. Towards the further advancement ofthese objects
the Presbytery appointed Messrs. Roger and Alexan-
der, to visit the Western part of the Newecastle Dis-
trict—Messrs, Ketchan and Alexander, the Eastern
Dart together with the - District of Hastings—Messrs.
Macdowa], Machar, and Gordon,the Midland District
and the District of Prince Edward, and to report at
Next meeting of Presbytery, if possible, the spiritual
State of these parts, J. K.

cu

THE PRESBYTERY OF QUEBEC.

Beauharnois, I12th Nov. 1837.

At Montreal 18th Sep. 1837,
Uebee met by appointment.

Pers anq documents laid on t
Meeting by Dr. Black

The Presbytery of
When the various pa-
he table at a former

cottish, lack, relating to his exertions for the
lnem,ls dd}l]\lrch n Canada, both with the Govern-
8id, and the General Assembly were taken into con-

eration, and were ordereq to be kept in refentis.

Pracy v UBNIMONSly agreed to thatthe thanks o the
i Y ETY be offered to Dr, Bjac) for the zealous, di-
1 Sent, able and successful manner in which he exerted

TN o i
' rvamate tha interests of the Scotch church

in this Province, both with the Go.vt?rnment.an‘d the
General Assembly, during his late visit to Bmam,.as-
also for his generosity in disclaiming al.l remuneration
for the expenses which in the prosecution of that ob-
ject he necessarily incurred—which thanks were
given by the Moderator.

The Presbytery expressed their regret that the
General Assembly did not see fit to memorialize the
King in Council as suggested to Dr. Black, at the bar
of that Venerable Court, as the Presbytery is of

opinion that it might have been of benefit to their
cause,

It was unanimously agreed to that the thanks of the
Presbytery be offered to the Rev. David Brown late of
Valcartier, for his zeal and promptitude in proceeding
to London to meet with Dr. Black, and for the assis-
tance he rendered him in pleading the cause of our
church in this Province.

It was unanimously agreed to, that the warmest
thanks of the Presbytery be respectfully offered to the
Right Honorable E. Ellice M. P. for the countenance
and support which as Seignior of Beauharnois, he has
hitherto given to the Clergy of the Scottish church in
this Province, and more especially for his zealous and
cordial co-operation with Dr. Black in his recent
transaction with his Majesty’s Government.

It was unanimously agreed to, that the thanks of
the Presbytery be respectfully offered to J. C. Colqu-
houn Esquire M. P. of Killermont, for his zealous and
active co-operation with Dr. Black, in his recent trans-
actions with his Majesty’s Government in reference to
our church in Canada, and for the attention he has on

all occasions shewn to the interests of the Scottish
church in the Colonies.

The Moderator, Dr. Black, and Mr, Blackwood
were appointed a committee to memerialize the Colo-
nial Secretary to fulfill the promise made by Lord
Bathurst of date June 1825, until the Clergy Reserves

are available and to transmit the samne to Mr. Ma-
thieson.

The Presbytery again met on the second October.

‘When Mr. David Black preacher of the gospel de-
livered the several pieces of trial prescribed to him in the
prospect of his ordination to the holy ministry, to the
congregation of the Scotch church at Laprairie, in all
of whichhe was approved, and Thursday the 19th of
Oct. was appointed for the Presbytery to meet at Lap-

rairie to proceed with his ordination according to the
laws of the church.

A minute of a meeting of the congregation of St.
John’s church Quebec, was read granting leave of ab-
senco 10 Mr. Clugston for 6 months to visit Scotland ;
also & letter from Mr. C. requesting the Presbytery to
sanction the said leave of absence was read. Where-
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upon the Presbytery sanctioned the arrangements, en-
tered into between Mr. Clugston and his congrega-
tion.

The Presbyteryngain met at Laprairie, on the 19th
of Oct. for the purpose of ordaining to the holy mi-
nistry Mr. David Black preacher of the gospel as
Pastor of the Scotch congregation in that place.
‘When after a suitable discourse bythe Rev. J. C.
Muir of Georgetown, the questions appointed by the
laws of the church were put to Mr. Black in the face
of the congregation, to which satisfactory answers
were given; whercupon by prayer by the Moderator
and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery he
was set apart to the office of the ministry of that
church. Suitable and impressive exhortations were
given by Mr. Muir, the officiating Clergyman, to Mr.
Black and the congregation respectively. After divine
service the members of this newly formed congrega-
tion, warmly congratulated Mr. Black on his entrance
on the public discharge of his duties amongst them.

W. R.

CABINET OF THEOLOGY.

CORRUPTION OF CHRISTIANITY,

Sad it is to think, how that doctrine of the gospel,
p!anted by teachers diviuely inspired, and hy them
winnowed and sifted trom the chafi of overdated
cereinonies, aud reiined to such a spiritual height and
temper of purity, and knowledge of the Creator, that
the bady, with all the circumstances of time and place,
were purified by the affections of the regenerate soul,
and nothing lefi impure but sin ; faith needing not the
weak and fallible office of the senses, to be either the
ushers or interpreters of heavenly mysieries, save
where our Lord himself in his sacraments ordained ;
that such a doctrine should, through the grossness
und blindness of her professors, and the fraud of
deceivable traditions, drag so downwards, as to back-
slide into the Jewish beggary of old-cast rudiments,
and stumble forward ano:ber way intothe new-vomited
paganism of seusunal idolatry, atiribuiing purity or
ympurity to things inditierent, that they migh? bring
the inward acts of the spirit to the outware and cus-
tomary eye-service of the body, as if they could make
God earthly and tleshly, becanse they could not make
themselves heavenly «nd spiritual; they began to
draw down all the Divine interconrse betwixt God
and the soul, yea, the very shape of God himself, into
an exterior and bodily form, urgently pretending a
necessity and obligement of joining the body ja a
tormal reverence,and worship circamseribed. ~ They
hallowed it, they fumed it, they sprinkled it, they
bedecked it, not in the rebes of pure innucency, but of
ure linen, with other defurmed and fantastic dresses,
in pails and mitres, gold and gewgaws fetched frum
Aaron’s old wardrobe, or the flamen’s vestry: then
avas the priest set to con _lns motions und his postures,
his liturgies and his lurries, till the soul, by this means
of overbodying herself, given up éustly to fleshly
delights, baled her wings apace downward; an
finding the ease she had trom her visible and sensuous
colleague the body, in performance of religious
dugies, her pinions, now broken and flagging, shifted

CABINET OF THEOLOGY.

off from herself the labour of high soaring any morey
forgot her heavenly flights, and left the duil and
gironling carease to plod on in the old road and drudg?
ing trade of outward conformily. And here, out ¢
question, from her perverse conceiting of God and
holy things, she had fallen to believe no God at ally,
had not custom, and the worm of conscience nippet.
her incredulity: hence to all the duties of evangelical
grace, instead of the adoption and cheerful buldness
which our new alliance with God requires, came ser
vile and thrallike fear: for, in very deed, the super-
stitious man by his good-will is an Atheist; but being

scared from thence by the pangs and gripes of 8-
boiling conscience, all in a pudder shufies up 10

hinself snch a God and such a worship as is most
agreeable to remedy his fear; which fear of his, a8

also is his hope, fixed only upon the flesh, renders

likewise the whole faculty of his apprehension
carnal ; and all the inward acts of worship, issuing
from the native strength of the soul, run out Javishly
to the upper skin, and there harden into a crust of
tormality.—John Milton.

P —————

‘ OWE NO MAN ANY THING.”

I shall next counsider the usual modes of liquidating
debt. The most obvious mode is unquestionably the
best—payment by cash. But we have already seen
the ditHculty of paying both prineipal and interest.
While the circumstances, which tempted the debtof
to borrow, are, if not rendered worse, probably little
improved, the heavy amount of his debt, even though
exacted only by instalments, will long teach him, by
sad experience, how much better it had been, to have

touched not a farthing, beyond the produce of personal
labour.

Another mode of liquidating debt is payment by

goods.  This method is inconvenient ; even in the

mutually desired bargains of simple barter. Butwhen :

agreed (o, as an accommodation to the debtor, it must -

always be with some sacrifice of value, which he of
all men is least able to make.
effect of legal seizure, the sacrifice is beyond all cal-
culation destructive, while the expenses of prosecu-
tion, falling wholly on the devoted. head of the insol~
vent, unite 10 hasten and to augment his ruin.

A common method of liguidating debt, is by bills of
long date, These put off, but do not lessen the evil
day. While the debtor is tempted by forbearance 10
pursue his hopeless speculations ; the unwary are
involved in the snare of becoming his security. - The
desperaie game may proceed, while bills can be
renewed, with the certain consequence of -increasing
the amount, and the number and responsibility of the
sureties. Bui the calastrophe, which comes at lash
and often sooner than was expected, must be pro-
portionally dreadful. .

There is still another method resorted to, for
liquidaiing debt, which sadly prevails, and which i8
surely of the most unprincipled and disgraceful nature-
It is exemplified, when debtors combine in drawing
fraudulent bills, that they may discount them, in turfy
for their mutual accommodation. In this case, the
imposition on the discounter is obvivus. Whatis @
biill? Itis a cenificate of a transfer of property. AB
essential clause, expressed or understood, is, * valué
received.” But if no value hasbeen received, thé
bill is a deliberate sulemn lie, sanciioned by the sig
natures of all who have joined in subscribing it—
They are guilty of nothing less than downright forgery:
They have not, indeed, forged the signatures, for th
would be dangerous; but the .
transaction, and this they think lawful, because it 15

And when it is the

have forged the
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:‘g& To the breach of law, they have added evasion
the‘aW; eﬂ'ecnng their nefarious purpose, but saving
T IT necks, that to an indefiniie extent they may
p Peat a crime, for a single act of Which, so many
Orfeit their lives,

nq?‘!ld the whole, we see that the best method o
o ldating debt is difficult and expensive; and ak
€r ethods are wasieful, dangerous, and delusive
Ourselves, and others; and that sowe of them are
czfﬁdlfl the greatest degree. Nothing, therefore,
to s*rw mugh iaciiitate business; l_xothnz;; be at once
1o ”;4 € and honourable tor all periies, aud so helpiu:
€ Deedy in particalar, as the universal demand,

ot Practice, of immediate paywment. Withhold
. 800d from ihem to whom it is due, when it is in

et Wer of thine hand to do it. Say not unio thy
gkbour, Go, and come again, and to-morrow 1
will giv ) ) ed ? 2

Abstansi When thou hast it by ti.ce.”—Sermon on

Wning from Debt, by the Rev. Greville Ewing.

s

REPENTANCE.

The worlk of repentance is a work which mmust be

?ﬁ{ne ere wedie; for unless we repent we shall al;
€Wise perish. Now, the easier this is in our esti-
mat}qn, we will think it the lessnecessary to enter up-
on it immediately. We will look upon’it asa work
that may be done at any time, and let ustherefore put
1toff a litle lunger, and a little longer. We will,
Perhaps, look forward to that retirement from the
World and its temptations, which we figure old age to
bring along with it ; and falling in with the 100 com -
mon idea, that the evening of life is the appropriate
Season of preparation for another world, we will think
that the author is bearing too closely and too urgently
upon us, when in the language of the Bible he speaks
of * to-day,” while it is called to-day, and will let us
off with no other repentance than * now’—seeing that
now only is the accepted time, and only the day of
salvation, which he has a warrant to proclaim to us.
This dilatory way of it is very much favored by the
mistaken and very defective view of repentance which
we have attempted to expose. We have somehow or
other got into the delusion that repentance is sorrow,
and liitle else ; and were we called to fix upon the
scene where this sorrow islikely to be felt in the de-
gree that is deepestand most overwhelming, we should
point tothe chawmber of the dying man. It is awful
to think that, generally speaking, this repentance of
ere sorrow is the oniy repentance of a death-bed.
es! we will meet with sensibility deep enough and
Painful enough there—wiih regret in all its bitterness
“=—With terror mastering up its images of despair, and
dwelling upon them in ali the gloom of an affrighted
imagination ; and this is misiaken not merely for the
Tepentance, but for the very substance of it. Welook
Orward and we count upon this—that the sins of a
offhare to be expunged by the sighing and sorrowing
€ last days of it. We should give up this wretcn-

-J Superficial notion of repeniance, and cease from
.SOITSrmomem to beled astray byit. The mind may
er &W OVer 1ts corruptions at the very time it is un-
underetg)ower of them. To grieve because we are
Tom, th:[capm{lt)!' of sin is one thing—to be released
ont bitterlca Ewu); is anoiher. A man may wcep
itution )Itov?}l; the perversities of his moral cor-
s ,Nu 0 change thal constitution is a different

e who h;’s‘V, this is the mighty work of repentancc.
sin. " Tie die;mdergqne itis no longer the servant of
the atthorily l;?u();sm, helives unto God, ‘A sense of
Wield the ascend oa 1 ever present with }'um‘, "
OVer a1l his oy 20Cy of a great master principle
ements—io call forth every purpose,

to carry it forward, through all the opposition of
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sin and of Satan,unto accomplishment. This is the
arand revcluzion in the state of the mind yﬁc{l re-
pentance brings along with it To gne}:g, c‘duse
ihis work isnot done, is @ VeTy d}ﬁen.em L bmg rom
‘he doing of it. A death-bed is the very best scene
for ac.ing the first, but it is the very worst for acbuf:g
:hesecoud. 'The repentance of Judas bas ovh‘enh];. tu
acted there.  We ougbtto think of the work m‘., .;3
magnitude, and not 1c be pu:oft to that ewiul ;erl\1

whnen the soul is crowded with oiher things, cbd has
.0 maintain iis weury siruggle wich lhe‘p‘uus,and the
disitessts, and the breathless agonies of the deal}vaed.
—Chaliners’ Indruductury Essay to Baxter’s Cail.

THE FRAILTY OF MAN.

In some hour c¢f pensive thought, every one must
have experienced a sirerge mixiure of feelings, in
contemplating the aspects of ex.ernal nature, with re-
ference to the short and uncertain duration of human
life. Some objectsin nature present, indeed, a fair
emblem of our fleeting existence. The lily, which
blooms and fades in spring ; the rose, which summer
expands, and which shedsits leaves ere summer is
closed; the thousand insects which glitler in the
morning sun, and which are brushed to the pool by
the breeze of evening ; the vapour which ri-es from
the earih, and floats for a season in the sky, bat is dis-
persed so soon as the meridian sun poursits fuil flocd
of light and heat over the earth and sea ; these objects,
so beautiful, znd yet so trausient, seem to be faithful
emblems of the shoriness and unceriainiy of human
life, and, as such, they are referred toin the sacred
page, when man, inall his glory, is compared to the
¢ grass which groweth up,” and 1o “ the tﬁ)wer of the
grass which flourisheth,”and “to the vapour which
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”
Other objects in nature are of a firmer texture and
more enduring form ; such as the mighty oak, which
centuries have confirmed in strength,~—the trees of the
forest, which our grandsires planted, and under which
our fathers rested, and whicg, after all the storms that
have raged around them, still afford us their shelier
and shade. In contemplating such objects, a melan-
choly feeling is apt to steal over us, a feeling as if our
age were as nothing in comparison with theirs ; and
we are ready to remember, withpensive sadress, the
many generations of our friends whom they have
survived, and to think, with sadness still more pen-
sive, that the same branches may wave in the wint
wind, or grow green in the spring, or cover the eart
with thejr shadow irautumn, when our frail bodies
shall have been laid intheir nariow home, and our
eye for ever shut to 2]l the loveliness of nature. Yet,
even in these cbjects we may discern the symptoms of
age and frailty ; the oak may be goarled and bent,and
here and there a branch may exhibit that rottenness
which isthe prelude to universal decay ;—but other
objects there are, which have had a still longer exis-
tence, and yet exhibit no 1endency to change; the
everlasting hills, on which the eyes of our lorefathers
looked, are still before us; we live amidst the moun-
tains to which they repaired as a barrier against in-
vasion, or a refuge from ignoble thraldom ; but where
are the millicns of our race whom thiese mountains
sheltered 7 where the eyes which once rested oB
heir verdure ?-where the limbs which toiled UP
their steep ascent ? A thousand generations of out
race have passed away,but these mountains aré ch
substantially the same ; and in contemplatiBg *ue
scenes, who has not felt a sense of hisows i‘;fi’m‘ =
cance stealing over his spirit, while he thougm‘m of
contrast Whici their stability presents to the tzct.:
man? But what shall we say, if even
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which are most stable and enduring, shall be declared
by Gud himself, to be frail and perishing in compari-
son with ourselves; if the everlasing hitis shalt be
held upas a faint emblem of onr inunortal and ine
perishable being ; and of, atter all the fessons which
the flowers of the ficld, sud the flecting vapours of the
sky, and the swiliness of the ~iodow, have been made
lo teach us of the vanity and unceramty of our ex-
stence here, those objects in notute wlueh ate of the
firtnest texture and most enduring fnm, shall Le
found, notwithstanding, too trail and flectin to bady
forth vur immortaly 7 Above all, what shail wesay,
il those very objeeis which fill us with the deepest
senseof our own frailty, kv presenting a contrast in
their endutring age to our owd uncertin life, <hall be
selected by God nimself, as cmblems of s taithtul-
ness toa pramise which efernity alone can fully ac-
complish ; and iff even the everlasting hills shatl be
fonnd too transient to represent the perpetinty of that
kindness which he hews o ns, and of that peace
which he is willing to confer? “ "The mountiains
suan depart, and the hills be removed, bat iy Lind-
ness shadl not depart teown thee, nether shall the cove-
naot of my peace be removad, saith the Lord that
hath wercy on thee—Mr. Buchanan of North Ldth,

MISCELLANIES.

Cuurest o Storrasn—There s sumething

m the woriginal  cun-iftetion of the Chureh ot

Scatland, ~uinnely atapied 1o make its General

Assembiy a representinon ot tional Christiansty,

The combanation of Loy aaen and eleraymen in 2l s

cottis, the rizh of tie whele memlers of the Church

i 2 voice in the election of its oflice brarers, and its

independence of external control, made it wonderfully

citlenlated to combine the energies off all, who hold

she dovtrines contained in s furaularies. Andwhen
we consider the rapid progeess making by the Church,

o returh o its originil principles, there is no siall

reon o believe that the day s not distant, when it

will embrace azain all the sonnd-hearnted Presbyterians

of Scotlund.  “There is no Protesiant countty in which

the inhabitants are lesy divided on essenuial points

ard we hail the prospect of the speedy re-unian of the

Original Burgher Synod with the natonal Charch, as

what we trust will be the carnest of the return of more

than one, of the branches which have been lopped oft

s the storms of a former period. We thougit this

hody would have been cestored to ws this yem . bat we

anticipate no wrent deday, from the unexpeeted dith-
rulties which have prevented so rpeedy a consum-

mation.  'When we consider the untted aspeet which

the darkness of the world assumes, is oo murch to nse

crery exertion to persunde men, agreed asto the great
evsentials of religion, to lay aside minor datlerences,
and entet on one comumon enierprize to promate a
nation’s regeneration, as the wreat end ot cvit estih-
hi-lnnents ot Christianity. ' With a systen so adapred
to unite in ane all our countrymen professing the same
cmmon principles, so caleulated to extend over the
icngth and breadih of a nation, and so fiked W refoin
iseif from the abuses which may have erept into its
nuchinery, what true-hearted Scotsman would refuse
t lend his energies o resist the rade violence which
womldd seatter tothe winds the civil sanding  of
Scutland's Church, or w remove from it every real
cotraption, or to offer up his prayers, that the Spiritof
Gud may water this vine, that it way bring fnh frait
in abundanc., destined to blussmnt n eternity. In
perilous times like the present, we would carnestly
entreat all the friends of the Church, to beware of
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bitterness in maintaining those views of Ecclesiasticy,
diseiphme and government, in which they may ey
sceientiously difier trom each uther,  Never was the
aperiod, in which it was of more importance, .-
religions men ofall parties, should unite in defondys,
therr common contession, and their common Piute..
tantism. Bui, aboveall, letthe wmembers of the Chane,
ot Scotland seek thewr father’s God, that in they
fathus’ sueps, they may have their fathers’ strengt,
and that teeir Chuich may appear still, a bu
burning, but uncenswmed.— Inverness Herald.

Paesnyrerian Crvauir 1v Canaps.—We have bey,
granfied to learn, that a memorial, from the studen,.
m divinty and teachers of this town, has been alread,
forwarded o Lord Glenelz, and that another, from th,-
inhabitant> generally, 1s™in course of preparating,
praying that in the emoluments which arise from;
Church-lands or Clergy-reserves in Upper Canads
the Presbyierian Chureh, equally with the Episcopal
may  paticpate proportiouably to the mamba o
of it~ embers. We feel indignant that w hile Rowsy,
Catholic Pric-ts 21¢ conveyed to Australia, an
supparted theve, by a professedly Protestant govern.
meny, the Church of Scothad in Upper Canada
where there are Jarge tracis of Jand expressly
apart for the maintenance of true rebigion, should 1
s0 long and so shamejully overlooked.  Varjou
Presbyteries in America have loudly remonstraeld
against this injustice, and the General Asembly
our own Chuich, at s meeting of May last, folloved
up their remonstrances i a clear aud toreible meny -
ridl to the presemt government.  ltis wuscemly, .
say the leastof ar, that while few or no licentiates ean
at present b induced 1o aceept charges in Canada.
owig o the extieme uncertainty, tsore than e
seantiness, of any provision made dependent on the
prople,—it 1s unacemly that, in these cirewmstandes
there should be (as stated in the Scottish Guardian 1
June 12th) about £20,000 <tcrling of meney obtie
from the saie of church-land, quite wnocenpied an;
seemingly unappropriated, in tic hauds of the Cow-
missioners. We we glad that an atempt has been
made, and is now making, to bring about a beite.
arrangensents: and it it tal of suceess, it wil) ation
one other convineing proof of the goudwill which v
present rulers bear to the spread and  mamtenance o
religion. 1tissome species of melaneholy consolation,
that f hereatter it wall be tald that one of our mas
flourling Colonies was Wi destitnte. in a gea
weeasure, ot religicus erdincuces, and of <ound vdn-
cational instications, itwill be added, as it to alleviae
the disuraee of onr country in permitting such g
fearfol oversizht to pass unconcced—that sueh a
Lusneniuble e of ibings arose, not breagse Brstons
were insensible W the wants of immortal souls, hi
breanse Brtish rulers refised o supply thone
Althongh we thus entetiain tears of the resull, we
need hardly say that we fervently wish the presem
application of our townsmen for the endowment o
the ScottishChurch in Upper Canada may be crawiea
with sticeess.—Juveraess Herald.

PoruvramioN or Tne vanti~According (0 a recent
and itgenivus  caleulation st would appear that the
whole humim race, if collecred together in one spot,
would not accapy @ space much greater than the ex-
tent of that on v hich our metropolis stands. It cups
peses the populatian of the globetobe cqualto 1,000,
40,000 ~onby, and the avelage space  accupied by
each mdividual to b2 13 quare feet,the whole of the
human fanuly collected together in one column wauld
cover a square of 47,063 teet, or of about 83 miles.
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INcREASE OF PopuLation.—Notwithstanding the
great and increasing number of emigrants who are
every year leaving this country, the population so far
al;i);l 'bemg diminished has increased; for the annual

ition, or the excess of the births over the deaths,

as shown by the decennial census, must now be about
: ,000;50r {0 put it in another shape, there are(saving
Be.e.ﬁ‘ects of emigration)about 1000 persons morein the
q'ﬁf;;h, Isles every day than there were on the day

h.gticnmsz oF cHRISTIANS.—The following table ex-
ﬁ‘ Its the progressive increase of Christians, from the
Tst age to the present time :

Ist age 500,000 | 11th age 70,000,000
24 do. 2,000,000 | 12th do. 80,000,000
3d do. 5,000;000 | 13th do. 75,000,000
4th do. 10,000,000 | 14th do. 80,000,000
5th do. 15,000,000 | 15th do. 100,000,000
6th do. 20,000,000 | 16th do. 125,000,000
7th do. 25,000,000 | 17tk do. 185,000,000
8th do. 30,000,000 | 18th do. 250,000,000
9th do. 40,000,000 | 19th do. 260,000,000

10th do. 50,000,000 ~

arMATRIMONIAL Stamistics.—At the age of 60, there
70e })ut 22 unmarried men alive for 48 married; at
thie I bachelors for 27 married men; and at 80, for
an ee.bachelors., who may chance to be alive, there
© ine benedicts. Very nearly the same proportion
Olds good in the female sex, of whom while 72 who
ave been married, attain the age of 45, only 52 un-
Married reach the same term of life.

Povirics oF Crristian Ministers.—There is only
One case in which it is conceived that the partisanshi
? a Christian minister isat all justifiable. Should

€ government of our country ever fall into the hands

Of an Infidel or demi-Infidel “Administration—should |

the Men at the helm of affairs be the patrons of all
4t is unchristian in the sentiment and lierature of
esfagi)}mtry-—should they offer violence toits religious
o ishments, and thus attempt what we honestly be-
. :FWOuld reach a blow to the piety and the charac-
of pa our population—then I trast that the language
o {)h Ttllsanshxp will resound from many of the pulpits
Oimeda-nd’ an'd that it will be turngd in onestream of
vt efmvecuve against such a minisiry as this ; till
intole orce of publicopinion it be swept away as an
erable nuisance from the face of our kingdom.

eaSermon by Dr. Chalmers on the deat in-
cess Charlo{te. e death of the Prin

To the Editor of the Dublin Record.

sinS:Em“ INpuLGENcES.—DEAR Sir,—Some time
Pape; ll;y attention was directed to an account in your
or s ol a glft‘ made by the present Pope, of the body
Carmc}.?d Telics of St. Valentinus to the Order of
han d’ghﬁes inthis city. Last week a coarsely printed
o dy dwas. circulated about town, stating that the
Chape la arrived, and was deposited in the Carmelite
POpe o &n Whitefriar Street, adding, also, that the
PellliOna fattachgd @ PLENARY JNDULGENCE 10 the re-
creg Of certain prayers in said chapel before the

>4 relics, Yesterday I visited the chapel, and

sa
)’a\ung )
Passed through the crowd to the altar, 1o which

Was
led by one of the numerous attendants in the
1 4 52w a grating fixed underneath the altar, and

P|Gregory XVI.

a3

through this grating, what appeared to be a coffin or
case covered with erimson velvet, fringed with gold
lace. There was a group of worshippers. prostrate
betore the grating, whose actions surprised me not a
little; they continued to thrust their fingers through
the grating, and to rub old gloves and fragments of
linen cloth against the velvet covering of the coffin.
Having enquired of the guide the meaning of this
proceeding, he informed me, with great animation,
that the people were extraciing holy virtnes from the
blessed saint’s body, in order to cure, by those sancti-
fied pieces of cloth, all manner of diseases. Perfectly
disgusted with the whole business, I left the chapel
immediately, and thought it right to give publicity
thus to what I had wilnessed. When such an imposi-
tion can be fearlessly practised on Roman Catholics
of every rank by their priests, I would ask what may
they not be inclined to believe and do by the same
masters 2 When such superstition openly prevails,
are we not guiliy, in the rmost awful degree, if we do
not use every honest means in our power, by Scriptural
education and controversial pfeaching, to deliver
our poor fellow-countrymen from such a system of
iniquity %
I remain. your obedient servant,
C. M. FLEvry.

Dublin, November 13, 1837.

Tke following is copied verbatim, from a hand-bill
which has been industriously circulated aboul the
streets of Dublin by the monks of Whilefriar Street.
We (Dublin Record) thank them for it, as it distinctly
shows that Popery only wants *a clear stage” to
exhibit all the abominations of the dark ages, what-
ever her double-icngued advocates may pretend to the
reverse i—

“PLENARY INDULGENCES.
* CARMELITE CHURCH, WHITEFRIAR STREET.

“On Wednesday, the 8th instant, there will be seen
the Holy Body of Saint Valentinus, martyr, for forty
successive days,in the CARMELITE Church, White~
friar Street, sent from Rome by his Holiness Pope

“ His Horiness, Pore Grecory XVIL.,
¢ Has granted to all Christian faithful of either sex;

~who, being truly penitent, and having confessed, and

received the holy communion, shall visit the church
of the Carmelites, Whitefriar Street (which has heen
appointed by the Archbishop of Dublin for the exposi-
tion of the blessed body of Saint Valentinus, martyr),
a Plenary Indulgence, commencing at first Vespers,
and continning until sunset of said day, and with the
privilege of applying those indulgences, by way of
suffrage, to the faithful departed; and also an indul-
gence of forty days, if they shall before his holy body
(placed in said church), with contrite heart, devoutly
recite daily, three times, a Pater, Ave, and Glory be
to the Father, in honor of St. Valentinus, and accord-
ing to the intention of his Holiness.

“#¢* The miracles wrought by St. Valentinus.
were numerous.

“ O’Hanlan, Printer, Great Strand Street.”

Varue or tae HoLy Scriprures.—Let the fallow.
ing testimonies recommend the careful perusal of the-
sacred beok :(— .

Jonn Locke.—Study the Holy Scriptures; espe-
cially the New Testament ; therein are coutained the
words. of eternal life. The Bible has God for its
Author ; salvation for its end ; and truth, without any
mixture of error, for its matter.

Sik Marruew Haue—I have been acquainted with
men and books : I have had long experience in learn-
ing and in the world, There is no book like the Bible-
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for excellent learning, wisdom, and use; and it is
want of understanding in them who think or speak
otherwise.

Hon. RoserT Bovre.—The Bible, that matchless
book ! It is impossible we can study it too much, or
esteem it too highly.

Joun MiLron.—There are no songs comparable to
the songs of Zion ; no orations equal to those of the
Prophets; and no politics like thise which the
Scriptures teach. )

Dr. Samuer Jonxson, on his death bed, toa visitor.
—Young man! attend to the advice of one who has
possessed some degree of fame in the world, and who
will shortly appear before his Maker. Read the Bible
every day of your life.

Lorp Bacon.—There never was found, in any age
of the world, either philosopher, or sect, or law, or
discipline, which did so highly exalt the public good
as the Christian faith. Thy creatures have been my
books, but thy scriptures much more. I have sought
Thee in the courts, fields, and gardens; but I have
found Thee in thy temples.

Bisaor Honne—Indited under the influence of Him |

to whom all hearts are known, and all events fore-
known, the Secriptures suit mankind in all sitvations;
grateful as the manna which descended from above,
and conformed itself to every palate. The fairest
productions of human wit,after a few perusals,—like

gathered flowers,—wither in our hands, and lose their |

fragrancy ; but these unfading plants of paradise
becompe, as we are accustomed to them, still more and
more beautiful ; their bloom appears to be daily
heightened ; fresh odours are emitted; and new sweets
extracted fromthcm. He who hath once tasted theit
excellencies, will desire to taste them yet again; an
he who tastes them oftenest will relish them the best.

St. Aveusting-—The Scripture so speaketh that,
with the Aeight of it, it laughs proud and lofty-spirited
men lo scorn; with the depth of it, it terrifies those
who, with attention, look into it; with the truth of it,
it feeds men of the greatest knowledge and under-
standing ; and, with the sweetness of it, it nourished
babes and suckiags.

POETRY.

IN BEREAVEMENT.

BY JAMES MONTGOMERY.

Lift upthine eyes, afflicted soul !
From earth lift up thine eyes,
Though dark the evening shadows roll,
And day light beauty dies ;
One sun is set,—a thousand more
Their rounds of glory run,
‘Where science leads thee to explare
In every star a sun.

Thus, when some long loved cormfort ends,
And nature would despair,

Faith to the heaven of heavens ascends,
And meets ten thousand there ;

First faint and small, then clear and bright,
They gladden all the gloom, '

As stars, that seem but points of light,
The rank of suns assume.

Coruerian Kegps ke,

MEMENTO MORI.

Millions of feet entraverse:l here, .
Where are their parted spirits ?
Each in a dark or glorious sphere
Its own reward inherits :
‘Where they are fled we soon shall fly,
And join them in eternity.

The crowd who earth’s arena tread,
Each busy in his station,
Are few compared with all the dead,
Of every age and nation.
The world of life counts millions o'er—
That of the dead hath many more.

It is a solemn thought that we,
Life’s little cirele rounded,

Must launch upon that endless sea
‘Which shore hath never bounded ;
A sea of happiness and love,

Or depths below and clonds above.

A holy Judge—a righteous doom—
A bar where none dissemble—
A short quick passage tc the tomb—
How should we stopand tremble !
Great God, as years pass swiftly by,
‘Write on each heart—"Thou, thou must die!

James EpMEsTON.

——my

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY. ..

Free, yet in chains, the mountains stand,

The valleys linked run through the land;

In fellowship the forests thrive,

And streams from streams their strength derive.

The cattle graze in flocks and herds,
In choirs and concerts sing the birds ;
Insects by millions ply the wing,

And flowers in peaceful armies spring,

All nature is society. ‘ e
All nature’s voices harmony,

All colours blend to form pure light ;
‘Why then should Christians mot unite 2

Thus to the Father prayed the Son,
“ One may they be, as we aré One,
That T in them, and Thou in Me,
They One with Us may ever be.”

Children of God, combine your bands,
Brethren in Christ, join heart and hands,
And pray, for so the Father willed —
That the Son’s prayer may be fulfilled.

Fulfilled in you— fulfilled in all
That on the name of Jesus call,
And every covenant of love

Ye bind on earth, be bound above.

Tur Caristian Krrpsake vror 1838,



