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CONSTITUTION
OF

Efie Eorouto antifts* îîCWc EssociaUon.

Etc <
1st. Thnt wp form ourselves into an Association. in connexion with the 

Upper Canada Bible Society, for the purpose of contributing towards the circu
lation of the Holy Scriptures “without note of comment," particularly in 
Toronto and its vicinity; and that this Association be denominated, “The 
Toronto Ladies’ Bible Association."

8. Thnt all persons subscribing the sum of two shillings and sixpence per 
annum, payable in weekly, monthly, or quarterly payments; or making a 
donation of one pound, or upwards, at one time, shall be Members of this 
Association.
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That the business of this Association shall be conducted by a Committee^ 
to he chosen annually, consisting of a President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer
and three Secretaries, and------oilier Members. Three-fourths of the most
icgular attendants shall be eligible for re-election.

4. That the Committee meet once a month, or ofteuer if necessary ; on a» 
day fixed by themselves; and that five Members form a quorum.

5. That for the purpose of soliciting and collecting donations and subscrip
tions, either for the general purposes of the Society, or for the purchase of Bibles 
and Testaments, by weekly or other payments, ihe Committee divide this 
neighbourhood into Districts; and appoint one or Collectors to each Distric t; 
mid that these contributions be paid to the Treasurer, at the Monthly Commit
tee Meetings.

ti. That the Committee make it their business to inquire whether any fami
lies, or individuals, residing within the limits of this Association, are in want of 
J'ibles or Testaments, and unable to procure them ; in which case it shall be 
the duly of the Committee to supply them therewith, ut prime cost, or other
wise, according to their circumstances.

7. That the funds of this Associntion, or ns much thereof ns the Committee 
shall direct, whether arising from donations, subscriptions, or the sale ol Bilik s 
and Testaments, shall, from time to time, be expended in the purchase of B bles 
and Testaments, ut prime cost, to be sold to the pour in the neighbourhood, ns 
before directed; and that any surplus which may arise, be paid into the funds 
of the Upper Canada Bible Society, in aid of its general purposes.

8. Thnt a General Meeting of the Subscribers nnd Friends of the Associn
tion be held, (on sucli days ns shall be fixed on by the Committee.) in each year, 
at seven o'clock in the evening; when the accounts,ns audited by the Commit
tee, shall be presented; the proceedings of the past year reported; and the 
Officers and Committee chosen for the ensuing year.

9. Thnt a copy of these Rules, signed by the Secretaries, be transmitted to 
the Committee of'the Upper Canada Bible Society, with a request that they will 
grant permission to lay out the funds of this Association in purchasing, ut the 
Depository of said Society, Bibles nnd Testaments at coat prices.
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In presenting this the Third Annual Report of the operations of the Toronto 
Ladies’ Bible Association, the Committee consider it unnecessary to go into any 
detailed explanation of the objects for which the Association was formed :—it. 
is sufficiently known to those of the community who take an interest in Reli
gious Societies, that it was formed for the purpose of aiding in the distribution 
of the Holy Scriptures, particularly in this City, upon a general plan, projected 
for similar Associations by the British and Foreign Bible Society.

Your Committee in carrying out the objects of the Association, during the 
past year, have followed the course adopted by the Committee of the preceding 
year, sub-dividing the City into Districts, and procuring, as far as possible, col
lectors for each District, whose duty it has been, to go from door to door, in the 
endeavour, to induce persons of all classes and opinions, to become periodical 
contributors to the funds of the Association, either by free donations or sub
scriptions for Bibles or Testaments.

Some of the collectors of the preceding year, have during the year now 
closed, resigned for various reasons, but your Committee have been enabled to 
supply their places by oilier Ladies ; and your Committee with gratitude to 
Almighty God, express their belief that at the present time, the Society is in a 
condition of as much vigour and activity us at any |ieriod of its existence, not
withstanding the apprehension formerly entertained by some, that the Society 
would sink so soon us the excitement created by the novelty of the enterprise 
should wear off.

ipenee per 
making a 

irs of this

ommittee 
rrensurer' 
' the most

iry ; on n>

I subscrip- 
e of Bibles 
divide this 
i District; 
f Cominit-

V
any fami- 

in want of 
it shall be 
, or other-

The past year has been one of severe pressure upon the humbler classée, 
amongst whom, in a great measure, the operations ofthe Association are carried 
mi, and this slate of things line produced a corresponding effect, in a sensible 
degree ii|>oii the success of the collectors, who have been often met with this 
apology for postponing the time of contributing, while a disposition to aid the 
object of the Society has been manifested.

Notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, however, your Committeee 
have much pleasure in reporting, that during the year 73 persons have become • 
subscribers, some for Bibles and some for Testaments, in addition to 323 during 
the two previous years, making a total of 39G who have become subscribers 
since the formation of the Society, nnd who either have been, or will be supplied 
through menus of it with the Word of Life.

Of this number a portion had already possessed that precious word, and have, 
become subscribers for various reasons; some for the sake of having a large 
family Billie ; some because age had rendered it difficult for them to use their 
old Bibles ; some because their families required an additional copy, mal
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hecnuse they were willing to give to the collectors when asked. nnd preferred 
becoming subscribers for a Bible or Testament to becoming free conlriCs
onfrrfdL lr,US,t th!,t even in tl,e8e cases, especially when age had
enfeebled the sight, and the place of the old Bible now comparatively useless 
had never been supplied by a new one, nnd in these cases where conversations 
With the collectors may have aroused the attention of the parties applied to the
Cted "bnM , 't >C ‘ '* 'JU'ck|m'(J P°Wel ful l,,ny n,,t have been uselessly di’stri- 
rece led t h been fle(luen"y blessed for good to those who have
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upon them, have become estranged from all that is goJd, and are destitute of -,

sons afthU Su"l>t“reSl .It.hns been the fl'te of the collectors to meet, with per- sons f th.s character, who have yet when urged become subscribers, but who
ducted The "m .)ecn.reac,,ed by n Society with operations differently con
futed. The mode of payment by weekly subscriptions as small as the sub- 
scr.be,• chooses has something in it that is tempi ng, and enables mm.v to
manner9.6 ° ^ d° 80 if required to Link!’ paymeo! in any o[h^ri

me^î nf C,0nsid,ered thut.the reading of the Holy Book is one of the surest 
bW rlsLs«eMng th“ #tten,,on °[the unawakened sinner, and that the hum- 
til S l d0.u P°39C8S,lnnny books, and are therefore more likely to read Jm„n,bfir hen h-y PTcllase °ne- Your Committee feel that there is good

SiSSuœrrÆ xzb 601x1 wi"“■«
or at*
2?nd muchinyneedeonfUmb7 v CflSe8 tUe pnr,,ie8 who subscribe are those who

and Testaments, in addition to others of the same religion, who are free contri
butors. and others who have been supplied with Bibles from the loan 
which your Committee will presently say n few words.

Your Committee have during the year delivered to subscribers 95 Bibles or
foHindennt'vetddbr ’'m'81 “ nppeHrs thnt there nre «'» 173 more subscribed 
Ï'ii hl delivered because not yet wholly paid for. In addition to these. 
1,8 per8ons have been supplied from the Loan Stock of the Society, which it is 
pci haps unnecessary to explain, is a stock set apart for the purpose of supplying 
those whose circumstances do not enable them to purchase. To such pm-sonf 
it is considered preferable to make loans rather than absolute gifts, inasmuch us 
Iversons are much more likely to value books so received and to rend them, and 
ÏÏril 8.r»qUeDp and readily addressed by the collectors on the subject of
return of “ °° deCmed * proper to nsk for »

are satisfied

stock, of

One of the collectors reports ns follows:—» The Bible which the Committee
of ^ititudeT ,0 a P°0r £imily by tile name of------ was received with tram
uf gratitude, and a promise given thut it would be read daily. The inan said he

4



LADIES’ BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 7
would pray for me which was nil he could do. They linrc cone to the State* 
and I think it is the only book they possess.” *

Another collector reports:—“ M. B. still wishes to have the lonn of the Bible 
a little longer, until he obtains sufficient work to bring him in a larger amount of 
wages and enable him to purchase one.” Surely the existence of cases like 
these and those '©flowing, which can only he reached hy such an Association, 
Hll'ord n strong motive for maintaining with vigou" the operations of the Society!

Another collector writes We had a very long conversation with an old 
woman, whose husband had just (lied at a very advanced age; on asking the 
state of his mind before death, she told us that lie was quite comfortable, never 
having injured any one, or spoken ill of his neighbours and that ‘the Clergv’ 
had visited him regularly. We endeavoured to point out to her that the 
righteousness of Christ was the only true ground for a sinner's hope, hut fourni 
it difficult to persuade her that any thing more wag necessary than simply our 
own good works.” Again, “ We found a poor coloured man very ill with con
sumption, who told ns that lie had only one Bible and that loo small for him to 
read ; we immediately procured one from the Lonn Stock for him.”

Another collector writes ; ” In the next house the only person we saw was
n girl about eighteen, who seemed not to know any thing of the Bible; indeed, 
it was difficult to decide whether or not she had ever heard of it."

Another writes “ ] have n very interesting case in my District, in the per
son of n very aged woman, who is in feeble health and a great sufferer. She 

very anxious about the salvation of her soul, but quite unable to compre
hend the glorious plan of salvation through a crucified Saviour, and cannot 
believe that so great a sinner as herself has any claim upon his mercy. She 
always entreats me with great earnestness to pray for her, and says, she will 
try to pray for herself when her body is not so racked with pain ns to absorb 
all her attention. I believe she is perfectly sincere, and humbly trust that lie 
who causes light to shine out of darkness, will illuminate her heart before He 

her hence. She owned n Bible, but her daughter had lent it to 
who was unwilling to part with it."

Your Committee trust that the importance of maintaining the Association 
will be recognized by all those who consider these facts, and who set a proper 
estimate upon the results, which under God’s blessing are likely to follow, in 
some cases at least, of the number supplied by the Society; and although from 
the scantiness of the reports made hy the collectors, it. is not possible to state 
results with reference to more than a few instances, arising from the distribu
tion of Bibles and Testaments; yet your Committee are unwilling to suppose 
that only in such instances has good been done. Reading the precious Word 
ot Life may like the seed sown be long concealed before il becomes visible above 
the surface ; and when, to this consideration is added the reflection, that the 
copies of the Scriptures distributed rr.ay sometimes be untouched, until sickness 
or calamity,or some providential event directs attention to them, and that then 
the finding of the Word of God, may he like the finding of hidden treasure, 
making rich unto salvation ; and when it is also remembered, that one Bible 
may be the means of opening the eyes not only of the family, to which it is 
given, but toothers connected with that family, it is impossible to deny that so 
long ns there are families to be found unsuppli. d with the Word of God, so long 
should the Association continue its labours, and that they should not be du? 
cournged, even though at some periods no sensible results may be traced. Hid 
the Missionaries who carried the Gospel to heathen lands, been driven from 
their fields of labour, because their labours had continued for years without any 
apparent influence produced, many lands now enjoying the blessing of Clirw 
‘“‘"''y ««S*1* have been still enveloped in the darkness of idolatry, superstition 
and heathenism. It becomes us all to adopt such means us are calculated to bo
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Total.

rolii! nmnnnt received this year ns above, £63 14». Id. ; rlitto pnid this year, 
.£65 12a- 2-id. ; Cash Secretary on hand, £0 12a. Old. ; Treasurer on Imnd, 
.£6 15s. 9d.

Total amount received this year and remaining on hand last year. ,£73 0 0 
Amount paid this year,
Cash on hand os above,

12 21
7 91

73 0 0

34 15 fit 28 18 7.163 14 I

1
*
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35 16 5125 0 0 I 4 15 9
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1849
January . 
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March . 
April
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productive of good, and await patiently until it shall please the Almighty to 
ideas our efforts, and your Committee pray that. He whose servants they are, 
will strengthen and enable them to prosecute their labours with increasing en
ergy and activity, and that he will move the hearts of increasing numbers to 
co-operate with them, and that He will abundantly bless his own Word to those 
who may have it placed in their hands, through the medium of the Association.

The following is a statement of what has been done by the Association, dur
ing the past year :

Number of subscribers for Bibles and Testaments, 73
Number of copies distributed. 95.
Number yet to be supplied, 173.
Total number of subscribers since the establishment, 396.
Persons supplied from Loan Stock, 38.
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“ Mowat,
J. Nasmith,jan., q 
Sirs, Smith 
Charles Roddy, q 
Mrs. Buchanan, n 

“ Gniisnn, 
Cameron,

“ Holmes,
Miss Brown,

“ J. Brown, a 
•* Mason,

Mrs. Hallowcll, n 
Mr. Clinknn- 

broomer,
A Friend,

A
Mrs. Wood,

“ Fairbanks, a 
Miss Tiller.
Mrs. Mountain, a 

“ Edmond, »
“ Crompton, a 
“ Ballantine, a 
“ Rutledge, B 
“ Bostwtck, D 

Mr. While,
“ Unity,

Mr*. Williamson, m 
*• Armstrong, m 

J. Nierzey.
Mr*. Wallace, d 1

(i AA Mrs. Davidson and Mrs. Thomp
son.74

7-1 AII
74 Sarah Carr, 

William Carr, 
Mrs. Williamst;u

ii 1 3
q 1 3 District No. 16.

t;A
AG Miis McMaster.
M 174»

Mr*. C. Foster, d 1 
Mr. Sutherland, n 1

m 0
u 0

74

D0 74 Mr*. Donry, 
13 “ Jardin,
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DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

AMD

eolUttors on tlje sttieral Bfstdets.

1 & 2. Including the entire space east of Parliament-street—by--------.

3. From Pnrlinment-street west to Market-street ; south by the Bay, nud 
north by King-street—Mrs. Liddell and Miss Thomas.

4. Bounded : east, by Yonge-street ; west, by Bay-street ; north, by King- 
street. and south by Wellington-street—Mrs. Brett and Mrs. James Lesslie.

5. Bounded : east by Yonge-street ; west by York-strcet ; south by the Bn)-, 
and noith by King-street—Mrs. Richardson.

6. Bounded : east by York-strcet; west, Peter-street; south by the Bay, 
and north by King-street—Mrs. Essou and Miss Gale.

7. Bounded : east by Peter-street; west, Bathurst-strcct; south by the Bay, 
and north by King-street—Miss Dick and Miss Cathcart.

8. Bounded : west by Bathurst-strect; east by Peter-street ; south, King-
street, and north by Queen-street----------------------- .

9. Bounded : west, Peter-street ; east, York-strcet ; south, King-street, and 
north Queen-street—Mrs. Rnhn.

10. Bounded : west, York-street ; east, Yonge-street ; south. King-street, 
and north Queen-street—Miss Y'an Der Smissen and Miss Gilbert.

11. Bounded : west, Yonge-street; east, Ne Ison-street ; south, King-street; 
and north by Queen-street—Mrs. Mowat and the Misses Brown.

12. Bounded : west, Nelson-street ; east, Parliament-street; south, King- 
street, and north Queen-street—Miss Lillie and Miss Simpson.

13. Bounded : east, Church-street; west, Jamcs-street ; south, Queen-street, 
and north by Cruikslmnk’s-lune—Miss Woodhouse and Miss Christie.

14. Bounded ; east, Jnmes-strcet; west, College-Avenue; south, Queen- 
street; north line, Cruikslmnk’s-lane—Mrs. Rintoul and Mrs. Willis.
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12 DISTRICT BOUNDARIES, ETC.

soi^i' Mrs.^DiIvidson6and^lrs.' Thomp *

Jc^:.tLZ%TRlT'rttt‘°'' "°m Y"n8'*"t

18. Bounded : including south side of Edward, north side Agnes-street, from 
UrqJmrt 81 ',Stl"St,'L'et t0 College-Avenue—Mrs. Crewe and Miss

1!>. Including north side of Kdward-street and uorth-enst Yonee 
College-Avenue—MiSs Telfer. h

jh ZtiZZT—'!nr* 'nor,h cn*h*-^ -
21. A onge-strcct, beyond the Toll-gate—Mrs. Fairbanks and Miss Telfer.
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I f'T,lc PaUlc ar= respectfully informed, that Bibles 
and Testaments, with the Scotch Metrical Versions of 
1 salms and Paraphrases, are on sale by the " Upper Canada 
Religious Tract o.nd Book Society.”

A. T. McCORD,

J. H. RICHARDSON, M.D. I Secretaries.
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