
The terms under which these concerts are
that the theatre 

(This may be
given in His Majesty's Theatre are 
takes 40$ of the proceeds each week, 
too high a percentage, and personally I think it is,

made and must be observed.) 
among the musicians and gives 

them each about §6.00 a week. From a fund collected 
at the beginning of the season there has been taken 
a sum sufficient to make the musicians’ weekly stipend 
up to §15.00 each, - a very small amount when it is ap­
preciated that the Orchestra holds rehearsals on five 
days previous to its concert on the Sunday.

but the contract has 
The other 60$ is div

V/e are now told that there is only sufficient 
in the treasury to maintain these concerts for another 
three weeks. To me it seems a strange thing that 
Montreal , claiming to be a city of culture, should be 
willing to see this Orchestra break up, for it would

I am sure you are all pleased with the success 
that has attended the formation of the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra by Douglas Clarke, Dean of the Faculty of Music 
of McGill University. That Professor Clarke should 
have taken advantage of the unemployment of so many 
first-class musicians to weld them together into an ef­
ficient organization shows his alertness and his keenness 
to help the cause of music in Montreal : that he should 
have held them together during the difficult period of 
the last eighteen months is a tribute to his power of 
organization and to his personality.

Dear Sir or Madam,

The McGill Graduates of Montreal, 
and the members of the Governing 
Board and Corporation.

zJL/.#>
'

gggfe
>>m Fromfit: a

BK kkig The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University, 
Montreal.
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«Principal and Vice-Chancellor :

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.Map.. k u.b. January 6, 1932.

r

J;':

Mi

m
iSîp

m

Q
j Cf



_____ _____________ ____________________________________________

’X ' 2.

mean that the things most worth while do not really 
appeal to our people.

I have been proud of the Faculty of Music 
and particularly of its Dean, for taking the lead in 
seeking to raise the tone of musical taste and to de­
velop a finer appreciation of the beauty of good music. 
It is right that the University should assume this 
position of leadership, 
credit will come to the University: 
is no doubt that the failure will be regarded as a re­
flection on the power of the University to stimulate 
the necessary interest.
difficult a task to develop in the space of two short 
seasons an enthusiasm for good orchestra music, but 
I am unwilling to believe this.

If the project succeeds
if it fails there

It may be that it is too

I have been told that a Symphony Orchestra
This is not so.is a luxury in times of depression.

This Orchestra is the only factor sustaining more 
than fifty families, 
times of stress, when nerves are ultra sensitive, 
nothing is more soothing, more necessary, more help­
ful,mo re inspiring than good music.

Furthermore, I hold that in

I am confining this appeal to McGill 
graduates and those most directly interested in 
the University, next fortnight if these concerts are to extend beyond 
Sunday, January 17th.help us in our effort to keep the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra together?

$7000 must be raised within the
Will you do what you can to■

Contributions may be sent to
The Montreal Orchestra, Inc

Mount Royal Hotel.• *Room 2001 t v

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.

■■■■■■■■
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January 11 # 
19 3 2

Mrs. F. M. G, Johnson, 
President,
Me ; 111 Women*s Union,

Bear Mrs» Johnson,

May I express my thanks to you

and the other members of the McGill Women’s Union

who so kindly assisted me last week In sending 

out the appeal to the McGill graduates on behalf

It was aof the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, 

very tedious and long Job, I know: but let us 

hope that the results will Justify the time spent

on It,

Ever yours faithfully.

Principal

m ■

m
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W. F. SHEPHERD 

1536 Bishop street
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May 12, 1933,

W, F, Shepherd, Esq 
39 R ose moan t Avenue, 
Montreal, P. Q,.

/

I have been told that you have said 

that Dean Douglas Clarke threatened Mr, Onderet with dis­

missal from the staff of our Faculty of Music If he should 

play In the Orchestra conducted by Mr. Pelletier of Few 

York In Montreal recently.

I wish to assure you that In this 
matter you have been grossly misinformed, there being no 

truth whatever In such a charge against Dean Clarke. 

Onderet can play when and where he likes, as far as we

I am quite sure it Is not your desire 
to do any injustice to a member of the staff of your -lma 
Ma ter.

Mr.

are concerned.



McGill Univesity

MONTREAL

Principal’s Office

October 22nd, 1931.

I s j, -. jaan v larks and Hiss D * Amour 
to-day. I explained to her that the 
University officially had nothing to do 
with the Orchestra, nor with any difficulties 
she night have with its Director. I told 
her that her work at the University 
satisfactory and that she enjoyed just the 
sane status here now as she ever did. 
also said that X hoped there would be nothing 
but pleasant relations between her and the 
other members of the staff.

was

I

I suggested that in connection with 
her difficulties with the Union, she go to a 
Union meeting, ask for a hearing, and state 
her views clearly and positively, and that, 
with every diffidence, 1 suggested she should 
have done that before she wrote to the head 
of the Union in New York, - an action which 
the Union officials here are likely to resent 
and which will not get her very far.

AW Ci DJI
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McGill University

FACULTY OF MUSIC 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

DEAN - Douglas Clarke, M.A., Mus.Bag. (Cantab) 677 W. Sherbrooke Street

Montreal

October .';2nd, 1931.

The Principal,
McGill University, 

Montreal.

Dear Mr. Principal,

I presume that Miss D’Amour is talcing advantage of the 
fact that she is on the stal'f of the Conservât or ium to trouble 
you with this matter. She has four pupils — two nartials, one 
half-partial and one second study — all of whom were given her 
by us. She has brought no students here herself.

;
She is a peculiar type. When the orchestra was formed, 

she was the lieutenant, so to speak, of the first manager of the 
orchestra, and I believe worked in the orchestra’s interests. In 
November of last year this man (Romano) left the orchestra — for 
what reason I don’t know — and started working actively against 
it, threatening to wreck it. He started a non-Union orchestra 
and was dismissed, with a fine, from the Union. Ever since then 
he has been associated with non-Union players, '//hen I vms re-con- 
structing the orchestra for this season, I was informed that Miss 
D’Amour had been associating herself with Romano in his non-Union 
activities, and I decided that it would be wiser not to include 
her in the present orchestra, as I had no desire to come into con­
flict with the Union authorities.

Ï

Wt-

■

7/hen Miss D’Amour discovered that she was not included 
in the orchestra, she asked me for an interview, which I gave her. 
She then told me that she had been in the broadcasting studio with 
Romano’s non-Union band, but only to turn over the pages of her 

Even if she was not nlaying with Romano she was
I told her this and said I

sister’s music.
associating herself with his work, 
was sorry that as my number of violins was complete I could not 
take her into the orchestra.

I
That is one side of the trouble — which really does not 

There is another side. After Romano quitted my orch-interest me.
m

■

Ig



P

estra last year, Miss D’Amour remained, and it was reported to 
from time to time that she was disloyal. She said nothing to me, 
but her attitude had unquestionably altered towards me. I have 
been told that many of the men would not have played with the 
orchestra this year if she had been included in it. 
coses of this kind, it is extremely difficult to get hold of any­
thing definite, but this woman’s demeanor was clearly antagonistic 
throughout last season. I understand she has already written to 
the president of the American Federation of Musicians about this 
matter, and that, taken with her appeal to you, I regard as a 
sinister move probably directed by Romano to embarrass the orch­
estra.

me

As in all

One thing is certain. There is no sympathy with her 
amongst members of the present orchestra, who are all, I believe 
intensely loyal to me an- the organization, 
say anything of this to Miss D'Amour when she 
Bred what I did say was sufficient, 
make a thorough job of it.

I
I, of course, did not
saw me, as I consid- 

I regret now that I did not
• tg

r-i'f :

Yours sincerely,

v
mil

■

■.y:
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November 16th, 
19 3 1.

SisH Renee d* Amour, 
3539 ftutohlaon Street, 
Montreal •

Dear HI sa 4*Amour,

I have your letter of the 10th

November, enclosing oopy of the reply you received

from the American Federation of Musicians of the

United States and Canada.

Tou have served the Faculty of 

Hus 1c of the University for a long time, and very 

faithfully, and 1 think the bent we earn all do Is 

to forget this unpleasant occurrence, 

to continue to work in harmony with Dean D ouglas 

Clarke as a member of the staff of that Faculty.

With all good wishes,

I am.

Ever yours faithfully.

I want you

Principal.
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AZ 'RICm FïDZRXnm OF IEDSICIAH3 
Of jh£ United states & Canada,

- >

S; 4-ÿ" Hew York, H.Y., llovemhor 4th/51,

rise lienee B’Amour, 
3539 rutobison Street, 
Kcntreal, Canada*

-

Bear ’Ehdams-
VTith further refer 'nee to your communia-tion 02

^ i,"3S SSlc ud tre find that there are against
you for ulayiw; with non*union or satpollcd nenhers 
of that local. However, they are in possession 01 
the f; you did t at a few radio
monta conducted hy on expel led-member.
5? » irÿ°^”rh^el°F^îSiS.^'ïtra

ssSî ‘^PSsSSs?
tien ee your e: ’by Î rK*
I truot that his information is satisfactory,

fraternally yours,
(sirned) Jos. 17. eher, 

per GEK.
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677, Sherbrooke St. W,

Montreal.
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Tho Manager,
Tho Orpheum Theatre, 
Montreal,

/

Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter of 

October 6th, Sir Arthur Currie will be glad 

to take a couple of tickets for tho Sunday 

afternoon concert under the direction of Mr, 

Clarke, October l£th.

Yours faithfully.

Secretary to the Principal,

October 9th, 1930,
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____________________________ ________

MONTREAL, CANADAHARBOUR 0201

©rpfjeum Œtieatre
Operated by mount Royal Amusement Company Limited

Office of 
The Manager

October 6, 1930.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
3450 Melavish Street, 
Montreal, Quebec.

S§

Dear Sir Arthur,-

It is a distressing but compelling truth that the 
present generation is not a generation of music - 
lovers.
as the finer composers are concerned, 
jazz and blatant syncopation have superceded the 
glorious orchestrations and symphonies.

They are not ’music-conscious1 insofar
Strident

A group of seventy-five of the finest musicians 
in this city have formed The Montreal Concert Sym­
phony Orchestra, feeling the civic need for a 
group of this type. They have leased the Orpheum 
Theatre for a series of Musical Matinees, the 
first of which will be given on Sunday afternoon, 
October 12th, at three o’clock. On Monday, Tues­
day and Friday afternoons of the week of the 12th 
the identical concert will be given, and a similar 
group of four matinees — with weekly changes of 
course — will be given for a period of several 
weeks.

■

The first concert will be under the able direction 
of Mr. Douglas Clarke, Dean of Music of McGill 
University, and will feature as soloist that talent­
ed pianist, Mr. Paul de Marky. The program will 
include Wagner, Ravel, Tohaikowski’s Fifth Symphony 
and symphonic variations of Cesar Franch.

.5y;'
We are soliciting the patronage of the most promin­
ent people in Montreal to further this series and 
can assure you that the use of your name would be

May we hear from you in 
Your support would be appreciated.

Yours very tzruly,

-A
' ManagSFT^

of inestimable value, 
this connection?

K:M ORPHEUM THEATRE.

: ■ w.v - '
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Hovember 4th, 1930,

Dean Douglas Clarke, 
Conservafcorlum of Uuslo, 
McGill University,

!

l^y dear Dean Clarke,

i want to congratulate you 
upon your splendid work In connection with the 
Symphony Orchestra which is giving the publie 
concerts at the Orphoum Theatre, This is 
indeed a move in the right direction, and I 
am vovy pleased indeed to note the support 
and encouragement you are now receiving.

S

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.

'
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November 7th, 1930,

§gg:

;
Dean Douglas Clarice, 
Conservatorium,
HoGlll University,

Sly dear Dean Clarke.*■ 1 *I
W;

Pladlv y0Ur letter of the 5th and willhol-1 Lur^4” *?V*P?0lty that you think will 
Orchesïïl °r;„a?t fUrt'l.or th= interest of the
itIuzVi ££ aocept!h n9It:nbai?onrT
that HU Excellency U ^lil l^tT»^ “.SS.

HeI

Ever yours faithfully,

■

Principal

m

-
mam M >1 11
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MONTREAL ORCHESTRA INC.
Room 2001

Mount Royal Hotel

Montreal.. .11 v.v.- ,U0. .. .iv. h. .. . 19.a4.Air ^rthj.r W. da. i

Dear - - : -
We acknowledge receipt of your cheque for $ 

covering subscription as a supporting member and we thank you 
sincerely for your interest and generous support.

6 •

.

Yours truly,
MONTREAL ORCHESTRA INC.

v? / '/} >*
a. idper

Executive Committee

'£' -nia#



November 15, 1952*

The Secretary, 
Montreal Orshaataa, 
Mount Royal Hotel, 
Montreal, P*/|,

Youra faithfully,

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing herewith a cheque 
lor en collars ($10*00} as a small contribution 
o uhe fund# of the Montreal Orchestra. I hope

to attend a goodly number of tho concerts, but I
cannot afford to purchase a season ticket*

:■
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October
21st
19 2.

Col. Bovey will have the arrangements 
Would you kindly let him know if you andin charge.

Lady Currie can be present ?

We are inviting our Honorary Presidents, 
yourself, Hon. L. A. David, and Hon. F. Rinfret, mayor, 
and their wives, to occupy a box at our first concert at 
His Majesty’s Theatre, Sunday, October 30th, at 3 p.m.

We are particularly anxious to have you 
and Lady Currie there, not only because it is essential 
to have the first concert well sponsored, but also 
because the orchestra is going to play the funeral music 
from Wagner’s "Gotterdammerung", as a tribute to the 
memory of the late Prof. Waugh.

Prof. Tito ugh was a great friend of the
orchestra and also of Dean Clarke.

Dear Sir Arthur : -

Gen. Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, McGill University, 
Sherbrooke Street W.,
MONTREAL, P.Q.

MEMBERS
MONTREAL STOCK EXCHANGE—MONTREAL CURB MARKET 

PRIVATE WIRES TO NEW YORK AND TORONTO 

INSURANCE EXCHANGE BUILDING

275 NOTRE DAME ST, WEST

TELEPHONE HARBOUR 6101 
CABLE ADDRESS : 1 OSDRINK"

fLiEBERS 
; A.B.C.ST?EDITIONCODES:

MONTREAL-QUE.
FOR PROMPT DELIVERY 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
P. O. BOX 664

STOCK AND BOND BROKERS
OSWALD & DR1NKWATER

ferêly,Yours

' A
CGD:M.

SL - ' TO/ Y-'vv:a "f"."
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October r.Sncl, 1932.

■ Î2-
Graham ürinkuator, Eat?., 
rocere. Oswald : Dplakwntor, 
£75 ITotro Dane Ct. !?., 
Montreal. I.

' Y CP- r "r. Prlnktrator, x
X

1'T'hank you for yc r letter of 

I an grateful for theQctobe 21at. cm r to ay

' 1 Ich you offer in 1connect ton with tho open in g 

concert of tho üortroal Orchestra
: xîM

. ton : un y,

October tho noth, ami shell bo very glad to \\

attend, particularly an you arr going to ny 

rce. ect and tribute to the
>

neatopy of the lato 

rcfcccor augh, one of tho most outstanding 

embers of the staff of tho University,

hvor youra filthfully.
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K.C.B.,General Sir Arthur Currie, G.G.M.G 
3450 McTavish St 
Montreal.

• »
• )

Dear Sir Arthur:I;

I am sending you herewith a notice of a concert 
that I and one or two friends of mine are organizing in aid of the 
orchestra.

I feel that it is almost a shame to pester one such 
as you , who has already done so much for the orchestra» for further

influence around Montreal is so great that Ihelp. However, your
felt emboldened to write you this personal letter in addition to 
sending you this circular, and I hope you will pardon me a or doing 

Any assistance that you can give us by bringing this concert 
to people’s notice and persuading them to attend it will, I can 
assure you, be greatly appreciated.

so.

If either you or any of your friends should wish to 
purchase tickets, if you would care to phone me at the Sun Life - 
PI. 3131, local 146 - I shall be only too pleased to mail them to 
you.

Yours very sincerely,

/O

THE HEAD OFFICE OFTHE

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada

Montreal

March 7, 1932.
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MONTREAL ORCHESTRA
2090Member’s No.

This is to certify that
A

IS A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING HAVING PAID 
YEARLY DUES FOR 193f-3J_SEASON

Chairman
Membership CommitteeDate.



MONTREAL ORCHESTRA Inc.r
ROOM 2001

MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL

Telephone harbour 1867SECRETARY’S OFFICE

Montreal, February 4th,1932.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, -Uue .

hear Sirt-

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of 

your subscription of $ 5.00 to the Montreal Orchestra 

Inc .

Your generous contribution gives the 

Executive Committee reason to hope for a successful

musical season.

Through your kindness the causes of art 

and humanity are being served in Montreal, and the 

Committee and the Musicians join in thanking you 

for this very real proof of your interest and desire

to help .

Y our. ve r.ySs? ruly

FOjvEXE CUT IVE COM? IITTEE 
lOîTR.AL ORCHEPT'Rü INC.
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February 1, 1932.

H. L. Furst, Esq,,
Chairman, Emergency Committee, 
Montreal Orchestra.
Room 200$, Mount Royal Hotel. 
Montreal. P. %

Dear Sir,

_ 1 am returning herewith the book of
f°rkthe benefit It*thî H^ntr^forches® ^ 

the sort of thing at which I am no good, 
doubt you could, place the book In better

This is 
I hare no 

hands.

Tours faithfully,

:

, ..vi

if
f --i? :
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Janmry l?th, 1932.

Borman Eager, Esq 
43I2 Montrose Avenue,
WESTMOUST, Que.

* f

Dear Sr. Eagerj-

Thank you for yeufr letter of the 
eighteenth and for your assurance of loyalty If only 
to the Faculty of Applied Science. However, I wish 
that loyalty could be extended to the whole Unlver~ 
sity. It seems to me that this is a time when McGill 
graduates should stand together and solidly behind 
the University. I assure you that administering it 
in those days of depression is not an easy matter.
While this Is neither the time nor the place to dis­
euse the financial affairs of the University and 
therefore lit limitations, let me say this that tie 
last campaign was held twelve years ago and before 
a dollar was eelIcctddcevpr.y dollar raised was allotted. 
I always advocated u other campaign in 1927, but we had 
to stand aside for hoepit la ana before our constituency 
was through paying for that the depression was on us.
1 would very much appreciate if seme time y u would 
come to see ie In order th t we might talk ebout the 
University and its problems.

With all good wishes,

I am.

I urs faithfully,

Principal

■m.

is. sills

mull ■ ■iÿ
to

Sg
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January 2nd, 1932*

i
To the MeGlll graduates of Montreal,
To the Governors and Members of Corporation*

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am sure you are all pleased with the 
success that has attended the formation of the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra by Douglas Clarke, Dean of the Facia ty 
of Music of McGill University*
should have taken advantage of tho unemployment of so 
many first-class musicians to weld them together into 
an efficient organization shows his alertness and his 
keenness to help the cause of music in Montreal* That 
he should have held them together during the difficult 
pez’iod of the last eighteen months is a tribute to his 
powor of organization and his personality*

That Professor Clarke

The terras under which these concerts are given 
in His ïïaj esty * s Theatre are that the Theatre takes forty 
per cent, of the proceeds each week * This may be too high 
a percentage, and personally I think it is, but the contract 
has been made and must be observed* The other sixty per 
cent, is divided among the musicians, and gives them each,
I understand, about six dollars a week* 
looted at the beginning of the season there has been taken 
a sum sufficient to make the music Ians* weekly stipend up to 
fifteen dollars each, - a very small amount when it is ap­
preciated that the Orchestra holds rehearsals on five days 
previous to its concert on the Sunday*

We are now told that there is only sufficient 
in the Treasury to maintain these concerts for another three 
weeks*
claiming to be a oity of culture, should be willing to see

From a fund col-

To me it seems a strange thing that Montreal,
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this Orohes tra break up* for it would mean that the things 
most worth while do not really appeal to our people*

I have been proud of the Faculty of Music w and 
particularly of its Dean, for taking the lead in seeking 
to raise the tone of musical taste and to develop a finer 
appreciation of the beauty of good music, 
thnt the Univ rsity should assume this position of leader­
ship. If the project succeeds, credit will come to the 
University ? if it fails, there is no doubt that the failure 
will be regarded as a reflection on the power of the Uni­
versity to stimulate the necessary interest. It may be 
that it is too difficult a task to develop in the space 
of two short seasons an enthusiasm for good music, but I 
am not willing to believe this.

It is right

I have been told that a Symphony Orchestra is a 
luxury in times of depression* 
of stress particularly, nothing is more necessary and more 
helpful and inspiring than good music*

1 am confining this appeal to McGill graduates 
and those most directly interested in the University.
| must be raised within the next fortnight
if these concerts are to extend beyond Sunday, January 
Will you do what you can to help us in our effort to 
keep the Montreal Symphony Orchestra together? 
Contributions may be sent to

This is not so. In times

the Montreal Orchestra, I no 
Room 2001,

Mount Royal Hotel,

• •'

Ever yours faithfully,

Princ ipal

^ "i ■■ séïv’Kv
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December 30, 1931

Sr, Graham Drlnkwater, 
3511 Peel Street, 
Montreal*

Dear Hr, Drlnkwater,

Sir Arthur Currie aeke me to 
say that he thought of sending some such appeal 
as this to every graduate of the University In 
the City, and had it In mind to talk It over with 
you during the holiday season, but unfortunately 
he Is laid up with tonellltls.

He would be glad If you would 
read the letter over and let him have any suggestions, 
changes or otltlolsms you care to make.

lours faithfully.

Secretary to the Principal
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Consolidated Theatres Limited
ROOM 503

1449 St. Alexander St.
MONTREAL. QUE. NEW YORK OFFICE 

Room 908 
Times Building 

NEW YORK CITY
t-N

OPERATING
HIS MAJESTY'S - Montreal, Que. 
PRINCESS - 
ORPHEUM - 
CANADIEN - 
NATIONAL - 
PALACE - - 
THE PREMIER - Sherbrooke, Que. 
VICTORIA - 
ARLEQUIN - 
IMPERIAL - 
PRINCESS -

- Montreal, Que.
- Montreal, Que.
- Montreal, Que.
- Montreal, Que.
- - Verdun, Que.

January 12, 1932#

- Sherbrooke, Que.
- - Quebec, Que.
- - Quebec, Que.
- - Quebec, Que.

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Q,ue.

Dear Sir

In a personal appeal made "by you for the Montreal 
Orchestra, a copy of which was published in the Montreal 
Gazette of January 8th, you made the following statement,
’’The terms under which these concerts are given in His 
Majesty’s Theatre are that the theatre takes forty per cent 
of the proceeds each week. (This may be too high a percentage, 
and personally I think it is, but the contract has been made 
and must be observed.)”

At the risjc of encroaching on your very valuable 
time, may we take the liberty of giving you a few facts in 
regard to this statement.

His Majesty’s Theatre is the sole remaining theatre 
devoted to the spoken drama in this City. In a great many 
communities, the theatre doing this class of work is sub­
stantially subsidized by the community, or by the drama-lovers, 
in order to keep the spoken drama alive.

We are doing this work without any help, not that we 
profess any philanthropy in connection therewith, but quite 
admit that it is with the hope of future profits.

|

m
■

rft
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' SHie

if
In the ten concerts given by the Montreal Orchestra 

during the season of 1930-31. the total return to us 
2660^70, and our total expenses in connection with same, 
2212,4o’ giving us a net profit of $448.30 - or^ an average 

of $44.83 per concert.

■ was
:

M - i §1
These figures are available for your­

self or your auditors, if you would care to check them. .JÏÏ1 :■Si
We have always had the pleasure of numbering you 

amongst our most distinguished patrons and supporters, and we 
are quite sure that the wrong impression that has been created 
bv your statement has been made by an insufficient knowledge 
of the facts, and we are certain that with your well-known 
reputation for "fair play", you will do everything in your power

ty 
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General Sir Arthur Currie,
'

■

to contradict this impression.

Yours very truly,

CONSOLIDATED THEATRES LIMITED

President
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January 13th,
19 3 2,

J. Arthur Hirsch, ^aq 
President, Consolidated Theatres Limited, 
1440 3UAlexander Street,
Montreal» P. 2»

• t

Dear Sir,
Let me acknowledge receipt of your letter 

The letter I sent to the graduatesof January 12th* of McGill University living in Montreal on behalf of 
the Montreal Symphony Orchestra was a personal letter, 

not Intended for publication and never should have
1 do not know whowas

been published without ay consent.responsible for its appearance in the GÀZHTTR, 
certainly no neither of the University staff. Ton ”ill 

that it did not appear in any other Montreal
asked that it be not published, and also 

have seen the letter that I wrote to the

was
il note

paper, as we 
you may ' _.SXSZffE and which appeared in the issue of January 9th,

1I■ ■

||
I am sorry if you feel that any comments 

of mine reflected unfairly on the management of His 
Majesty's Theatre. T/hat I really had In mind was that 
perhaps the management of the Orchestra at the beginning 
of the season had made too heavy a commitment, in view 
of the difficulty of raising money to keep the Orchestra 
going, and I am sure that this is the interpretation 
that will be placed upon the restart:»

I am fully aware of the debt the c itisens 
of Montreal owe to His Majesty * s theatre for its 
interest on behalf of the spoken drama, and I am 
sure everyone wishes you success, financial and 
otherwise.
Symphony Orchestra to develop a love for good music 
is also a most laudable work and deserves the most 
cordial interest and support of all those who believe

I

to my mind the effort of the Montreal



that th 
raspeot

cultural are 8 i l V70rth while. Ia that

aro more likely to be the patrons of the theatre 
aaçr other elasa of people.

supporters
than

Yours faithfully.

_ . . .. 1 a»,s»5*y If you fool that I have done you
a .injustice. ..o thing was farther from my thoughts.

FillEBF
i0U ™P3 mkln5 no profit from the i entai ol the theatre for these un day c ncerts.

xr NT Viewing your good will towards this effort 
'lontra&l good music.

in that 
So give
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Prinoipal.
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January 13th, 1 9 3 2 .

J » Arthur Hi rash, L'sq 
President;, Conseil dated Theatres Limited, 
1449 31.Alexander street,
Koatrenl. P. ;>

* •

Sear Sir,
Let mo acknowledge receipt of your letter 

fhe letter I sent to the graduate»of January 12 th, 
of EcOlll üaivorsity living In Eontreal on behalf of 
the Montreal Symphony Orchestra wçs a personal letter, 
was not intended for publication and never should have 
been published without isy consent. I do not know who 
waa responsible for its appearance in the GASSÎfE, 
cert inly no menber of the University staff, 
note that It did not appear in any other Montreal 
paper, as we asked that it be not published, and also 
you may have soon the letter that i wrote to tho 
GAS'S*98 and which appeared in tho issue of January 9th.

You will

I an sorry If you feel that any commenta 
of mine reflected unfairly on the management of His 
EaJes ty'n Then tre. 
perhaps the management of the Orchestra at the beginning 
of the season had made too heavy a commitment, in view 
of the difficulty of raising money to keep the Orchestra 
going, and 1 am sure that tills Is the interpretation 
that will be placed upon the reamrte*

1 am fully aware of the debt the c 1 tisons 
of Eontreal owo to His Majesty*s theatre for its 
Interest on behalf of the spoken drama, and 1 am 
sure everyone wishes you success, financial and otherwise.
Symphony Orchestra to develop e love for good music 
is also a most laudable work and deserves the most 
cordial interest and support of all those who bel love

That 1 really had in mind waa that

To ay mind theeffort of the Eontreal
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tkat things cultural are still worth while.
respect cur interests are identical, and Ï thinl: it wœld 
be fair to claim that if the Montreal Symphonv Orchestra 
becomes a permanent institution in Montreal its 
are more likely to be the patrons of the theatre 
any other class of people.

supporters
than

Ton know the struggle it has be m to keep the 
Orchestra going and the appeals that have been made to

EFHEi
sn.-sis,- s-u. *:?£:

Sg&atSraS?1,111 tMrar<u thi* 9,for‘ *• «**•

an iiUu.ticL"^^Sg1Lr?arethertfîLI^ato0^Lrtt

Tours faithfully.

Prinoipal.
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Consolidated Theatres Limited

ROOM 503
1449 St. Alexander St.

MONTREAL, QUE.
NEW YORK OFFICE 

Room 908 
Times Building 

NEW YORK CITY

OPERATING
HIS MAJESTY'S - Montreal, Que. 
PRINCESS - 
ORPHEUM - 
CANADIEN - 
NATIONAL - 
PALACE - - 
THE PREMIER - Sherbrooke, Que. 
VICTORIA - 
ARLEQUIN - 
IMPERIAL - 
PRINCESS -

- Montreal, Que.
- Montreal, Que.
- Montreal, Que.
- Montreal, Que. 
■ - Verdun, Que.

January 15, 19328

- Sherbrooke, Que.
- - Quebec, Que.
- - Quebec, Que.
- - Quebec, Que.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your letter 
of January 13th and your kind wishes re- His Majes- 
ty*s Theatre.

Please he sure that we recognize the 
importance of the work of the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra, and are doing everything in the power 
of our limited means to assist them.

Very truly yours,

CONSOLII&TKD THEATRES LIMITED

jah/v. President
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January 3th, 1932,S'

The Editor,
The Gazette, 
Montreal,yO •

Dear Slr$-

The publication In this morning's Gazette 
of my letter to tho McGill graduates impells me to 
ask you to add, or to let me add, a word of explanation. 
It has been made clear from the Inception that, although 
headed up by Dean Clark» as Conductor, the Orchestra was 
not a McGill affair, but a civio activity in which our 
French-speaking citizens were concerned equally with 
those of our own tongue.

then it became apparent that the position of 
the Orchestra was becoming desperate the suggestion was 
made that I make a public appeal through the press.
Fearing that this might give the Impression that we 
regarded the Orchestra as a McGill undertaking, I decided 
to write a personal letter to each of our four* thousand 
graduates In Montreal, 
letter in the Gazette have regarded it in that light and 
have realized tnat it was directed to graduates alone. 
Graduates have a duty in tho matter which I hope they will 
fulfil.

I hope that those who read my

This does not, of course, :aonn that ot/ier groups 
of citizens have no obligation.
but I do not think that it is ay place to appeal to them 
and I am not doing so.

I tuink that they have.

I am sure that I have made ny position clear 
and that those who, while deeply Interested in the 
Orchestra, have no particular connection with this 
University will realize that we have no desire whatever 
either to control the Orchestra or to monopolize the 
credit for its performance.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

4*3 3,r
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LETTERS FR'
Sir Arthur Currie’s Appeal.

To the Editor of The Gazette:
Sir,—The publication 

morning’s Gazette of my letter to 
the McGill graduates impels me 
to ask you to add, or to let me add, 
a word of explanation. It has been 
made clear from the inception that, 
although headed up by Dean Clarke 
as conductor, the orchestra was not 
a McGill affair, but a civic activity 
in which our French-épeaking citi- 

concernéd equally with

in this

zens were 
those of our own tongue.

When it became apparent that 
of the orchestra wasthe position 

becoming desperate the suggestion 
was made that I make a public ap­
peal throbgh the press. Fearing that 
this might give the impression that 

regarded the orchestra as a Mc­
Gill undertaking, I decided to write 
a personal letter to each of our four 
thousand graduates in Montreal. I 
hope that those who read my letter 
in The Gazette have regarded it in 
that light and have realized that it 

directed to graduates alone.was
Graduates have a duty in the mat­
ter which I hope they will fulfil. 
This does not, of course, mean that 
other groups of citizens have no 
obligation. I think that they have, 
but I do not think that it is my 
place to appeal to them and I am 
not doing so.

I am sure that I have made my 
position clear and that those who, 
while deeply interested in the orch­
estra, have no ‘particular connection 
with this University will realize 
that we have no desire whatever 
either to control the orchestra or to 
monopolize the credit for its per­
formance.

A. VV. CURRm 
Principal.

McGill University, Jan. 8, 1932.
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I CURRIE LAUNCHES 
ORCHESTRA DRIVE

Appeals to McGill Graduates i 
and Others Interested for 

Support

$7.000 IS SUM REQUIRED

Money Must Be Raised With­
in Next Fortnight or Con­

certs Will Terminate 
January 17

A personal appeal from Sir 
Arthur Currie, principal o£ McGill 
University, has been 
graduates of Montreal 
members of the governing- board 
and corporation asking them to as­
sist in raising $7,000 within tlxej 
next fortnight—the sum needed if) 
the concerts

sent to the 
and the!

of the Montreal 
to be continu-Orchestra

ed beyond Sunday, January 
Contributions to this fund 
sent to the Montreal Orchestra, 
Tnc., Room 2001. Mount Royal Hotd 

bir Arthur’s letter follows:
am sure you are all pleased 

with the success that has attended 
the formation of the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra by Douglas 
Clarke, Dean of the Faculty of 
Music of McGill University. That 
Professor Clarke should have taken 
advantage of the - unemployment of 
so many first-class musicians to 
weld them together into an ef­
ficient organization shows his 
alertness and his keenness to help 
the cause of music in Montrea1: 
that he should have held them to­
gether during the difficult period 
°r *•1’® last_ eighteen months is a 
tribute to his power of organization 
and to his personality.

"The terms under which these 
concerts are given in His Majesty's 
theatre are that the theatre takes 
40 per cent of the proceeds 
week. (This may be too high a per­
centage, and personally I think it 
is, but the contract has been made 
and must be observed.) The other 
60 per cent is divided among the 
musicians and gives them each 
about $6.00 a week. From a fund 
collected at the beginning of the 
season there has been taken a sum 
sufficient to make the musicians’ 
weekly stipend up' to $15 

a very small amount when it is 
U appreciated that the 
P holds rehearsals
I vious to its concert on the Sunday.
I 1 We are now told that there is 
I only sufficient in the treasury 
I ; maintain these concerts for another 
I l!lres weeks. To me it seems a 
I strange thing that Montreal, claim- 
I ing to be a city of culture, should 
I )e willing to see this Orchestra 
I break up, for it would mean that 
I the things most worth while do not 
I really appeal to our people.
I "I have been proud of the Faculty
■ of Music and particularly of its 
i Dean, for taking the lead in seek- 
I mg to raise the tone of musical 
I taste and to develop a finer ap- 
I predation of the beauty of good
I music. It is right that the Uni­

versity -should assume this nosi- ' 
tion of leadership. If the project 
succeeds credit will come to the 
University: if u fails there, is no

II doubt that the failure will be re- 
K"%gr'ied as a reflection on the power
■ ..’ho Universi/y lu stimulate tin

interest. I. may be that 
? Æ t06 difficult a task to develop
•an ti!?n,SPilCe o£,two sllort seasons 
an enthusiasm for good orchestral
»eTi?thisUt 1 am unwilling to oe-

‘T have been told that a Sym- 
phony Orchestra is a luxury in
This8 n etePrsSi,°n- This is not so. 
This Orchestra is the only factor
sustaining more than fifty families 
Furthermore, I hold that in times of 
stress, when nerves are ultra 
sitive, nothing- is more 
more necessary, more helpful" 
inspiring, than good music.
MV-nm™ CT1-fining' this aPPeal to, 
McGill graduates and those’ most I 
dnectly interested in the Univer­
sity. $7,000 must be raised within 
the next fortnight if these concerts
uarv0]7etXhtenVny0nd Sunda-V- Jan - .

XV,11 you do what you
i? help us in our effort to keep I 

to|ethy?leaI Symphony Orchestra j 

“Ever youj-s faithfully,
(Signed) “A. W. CURRIE, ' 

“Principal. " !
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THE SOUTHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITEDV

1070 BLEURY STREET, MONTREAL

<4
VTHf ?

THE EDMONTON JOURNAL 
THE WINNIPEG TRIBUNE 

THE VANCOUVER PROVINCE

THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR 
THE OTTAWA CITIZEN 
THE CALGARY HERALD

SOUTHAM

January 11th, 1932*'

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

X.C.3.Sir Arthur Yf. Currie, G.C.M.G., 
McGill University,
Montreal.

J?

Dear Sir Arthur:
,r letter of the 6th 
needs of the Mont-

I am in receipt of your circu 
instant calling attention to the financial 
real Symphony Orchestra. jr

9

This is the third appeal which I have received for 
the same object. I answered the*.first one with a subscription 
of $250. to the general funds of \the Orchestra, and a sub­
scription of four tickets for all\of the concerts, and feel 
that with these subscriptions I have Met my obligation in -t-ull 
for the current season. /

I

Yours sincerely,

FHS/EC

v,
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January
Twelfth
1932.

F. S. Southern Esq.,
President, The Southern Publishing Company, 
1070 Bleury Street,
Montreal.

Ily dear Fredi

1 have your letter of yesterday.

I am sorry I bothered you. Certainly you 
have done your share,more than your share, but you will, I hope, 
appreciate that ny circular was addressed to the Governors, 
Members of Corporation, Graduates and staff of McGill University. 
It was quite a task to get out those four thousand letters, and 
I did not have time to examine critically the list.

With all good wishes.

I am,

Ever your3 faithfully.

* ,. \\ > .............M

mv



September 23rd, 1931.

Dear Captain Lascelles:-

The Montreal Orchestra Association 
was organized last year and was responsible for arranging 
a series of orchestral concerts In His Majesty's Theatre. 
The Inception of the work was really due to Dean Clarke 
of our Faculty of Music who has, for the last year, acted 
as conductor of the orchestra, 
continuously and have received the very highest praise from 
all who heard them, either over the radio or directly. 
Indeed, the orchestra is definitely stated by experts to be 
second to none In Canada and few elsewhere. The present 
chairman is Mr. S. R. Decary, who is being succeeded by 
Mr. B. W. Beatty.

The performances improved

1
As honorary president I have been 

requested to ask Their Excellencies for the honour of 
their patronage and I trust that they will be willing 
to grant this.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

Captain 1. i. Lascelles,
Private Secretary to the Governor General, 
Government House,
Ottawa.

iHll m i i

____________________________________________________________________
■
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Government House, 
Ottawa. .

Office of the Secretary 
to the Governor General September 24th 1931

My dear Sir Arthur,
I have submitted your letter of 

September 23rd to His Excellency, 
will have much pleasure in giving their Patronage 
to the Montreal Orchestra Association, as you suggest.

Yours very truly,

Their Excellencies

Secretary to the Go or-Eéneral.

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
McGill University 

MONTREAL.



Deoary seems very anxious that this 
organisation should stand for a coiswhit/ effort in 
every way# I think It was very well demonstrated last 
winter that the Orchestra la a good orchestra, hut also 
that it, apparently, oould not be well enough supported 
by the English alone to enable it to thrive 
much, I know, to the generosity of the C.P* 
that is, to yourself»

» - and
It owes

Apparently, among some of the French, 
the group where Mesdames David and Oasgraln are pro­
minent, there is a certain amount of jealousy that the 
English element is so active. You and I know that our 
friend David would like to be looked upon as a great 
patron of the arts and that he would prefer to think it 
altogether a French undertaking, 
agree with him, that this year tho president should he 
one who is roco nisod as an outstanding English-speaking 
Canadian.

neeary thinks, and I

You are his ohoios, and he believes that 
you would be welcome to the French element.

I have Just had a chat with Mr. Deoary 
about the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, and from our 
conversation I am convinced that it would be helpful 
In every way if you would accept for a year the Pre­
sidency of that organisation.

/ ■

i
V

y '''\

Dear Chancellor,

K. 0E. Beatty, Baq 
Chancellor,
HoCrlll University.

• ** t

June 17, 1931.
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2.

1 think it does mean sonething to 
tae university to have the leader of such an 
Orchestra one so prominent in our Department of 
Music as Professor Clarke. I hope that you will 
aeoept the Presidency,-and possibly you might 
Insist that Decary be Vice President»

Bver yours faithfully.

Principal,

I

I

assess' ï-.SmXvS-'.v :

■________________________



CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO.THE
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

MONTREAL

June 18th,.. 1931*

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.CJI.G

.193
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

MONTREAL

Jane 18th, 1931.
3» B. Decary, isq.,

134 St. James Street West, 
Montreal, Cue.

Dear Mr. Deeary:

1 have now heard from Sir .rthur Currie, whose opinion is that It 

would be highly desirable if I wore to accept the Presidency of the Montreal 

Symphony Orchestra for one year.

- '-2T. willing to do this but not to have any publicity accompany it. 

I know that the duties of the position àre largely honorary and, therefore, 

n.t exacting, but In tines like these it is highly desirable that the Impression 

should not go abroad either that McGill University is officially Identified with

the Orchestra or that I sm loading myself up with outside duties when comorclal 

and railway conditions demand my full time. I presume, therefore, it would be 

quite satisfactory if the Committee know of the appointment, but I would have to

make it a condition that no mention of it should be made in the press, at least
at the present time.

Sincerely yours.

&■

...... . ::

%
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ORCHESTRA GOING ! 
OVER RADIO SOON:

1

Sl:5à
First Broadcast Scheduled to 

Take Place on Saturday, 
February 21■

' ; 1 vâ
i

WINNIPEG TO HALIFAX

Conductor Douglas Clarke j 
Will Give Modern English I 

Music Full Share of 
Attention

The two Toronto Symphony Or­
chestras which are now on the air 
will, in the near future, be subject 
to comparison with the new Mont­
real Symphony Orchestra, under the 
baton of Douglas Clarke, dean of the 
faculty of music at McGill University 
which will broadcast an hour of 
music on Saturday afternoons, from 
5.30 to 6.30, eastern standard time, 
commencing February 21, over a net­
work of stations stretching from I 
Winnipeg to Halifax, N. S.

This has been made possible by I 
the Canadian Pacific Railway which I 
has decided to add to its already 1 
extensive weekly programmes a fire- I 
side symphony hour covering east-1 
ern Canada and also a series of or- I 
chestral concerts, by the band of the I 
Princess Patricia Light Infantry, I 

a network covering western I 
Canada. These additions to the Can- I 
adian Pacific programmes will be I 
welcomed not only by the listening | 
public but also by the practicing 
sicians who are facing a consider­
able decrease in employment owing 
to the present conditions.

The- Canadian Pacific Railway 
Fireside Symphony Hour will be 
broadcast from Tudor Hall over the 
following stations, linked together 
by the broadcast transmission sys­
tem of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company’s Telegraphs: CKAC, Mont­
real; CKCO, Ottawa; CHNS, Halifax; 
CFBO, Saint John; CFNB, Frederic­
ton; CHRC, Quebec; CKGW, Toron- 

OC, London, and CFCO, Cha-

over

mu-

to;
th

m



itrawTrSWrr. ClarkeThe or
to conduct for the Canadian Pacific^* 
broadcasts was founded in Montreal^* 
last autumn under the name of the 
Montreal Concert Symphony Orches- ■ 
tra and gave its first performance* 
at the Orpheum Theatre on Sunday, ■
October 12. It was founded with the ■ 
object of meeting present conditions 
among practicing musicians and is — 
financially assisted by the Montreal ern 
Orchestra Association, a body of these concerts, 
music lovers in this city, which was Such names as Holst, Grainger and 
founded shortly after the orchestra Elgar appear on the projected pro- 
itself. The voluntary contributions gramme and it is also understood 
and membership fees of the Associ- that a composition of 
ation go towards the upkeep of the himself will be performed during one 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra. of the broadcast concerts There will

— also be some example of early Bng-
GUEST CONDUCTOR. lish composers and the general im-

At its first performance, the Mont- pression received from perusing the 
real âmphon^ orchestra invited Mr. programmes for the first ten concerts 
Douglas Clarke to act as guest con- is that the orchestra is not only able 
ductor and after this performance to rende? works of the highest order, 
he was asked to accept the position but also ,that It has achieved a r„- 
of honorary conductor. He has con-j markable range of subject* consider- 
ducted the orchestra since then | ing the comparatively short period it 
levery Sunday afternoon, first at the i has been In existence.
Orpheum Theatre, and since Sunday,
January 25, at His Majesty's Theatre.

Since its Inception the orchestra 
'has plaved many full symphonic 
works and acquired an admirable de- 

of technical perfection. It has 
also won its spurs in the difficult 
task of accompanying soloists, and 

of those who have appeared at 
Sunday afternoon concerts this 

Paul de Marky, 
and

English music Its full share in

Mr. Clarke

gree

some
the
winter have been 
pianist, Joan Elwes,
Cedia Brault, soprano.

The programmes 
projected for the broadcast perform­
ance are not dissimilar in structure 
to those of the Sunday afternoon 
concerts, with this difference, that 
only single movements out of sym­
phonies will be played instead of 
complete works, owing to the time 
limit imposed on broadcasts, in 
some instances two consecutive 
movements will be rendered out of 

symphony, especially out of the 
symphonies of Mozart and 

Haydn. This method will give the 
orchestra an opportunity to play 

of the brilliant and breath­
less finales of t-he 18th century sym­
phonies, which would'lose much of 
their effectiveness were they not pro- 
ceded by the minuettos and trios.

It is Mr. Clarke’s intention to have 
a definite chronological order in each 
of his programmes. Generally speak­
ing, each programme will open with 
a work or part of a work by a 17th 
or 18th century composer, such as 
iBach, Handel, Haydn or Mozart, con­
tinue with Beethoven or Brahms, then 
Ion to the later composers of the 19th 
[century, and conclude with the work 
Ef modern composers.
I It is evident from the programmes 
lhat Mr. Clarke intends to give mod-

soprano,

which have been

one 
shorter

some



Leader Controls 
Musicians With 
His Left Baton
Douglas Clarke Pleads For : 

Support For Better 
Music

piCTURE of a musician : Wispy 
tobacco smoke drifting to the 

ornate ceiling of the Mount Royal 
Hotel ballroom ; squealing of prep­
aratory violins against the low- 
toned complaint of the basses and 
the horns; brassy rotundity of the 

cutting a patch of gloom out 
Clarke ^ corner~and Mr- Douglas

Meet Mr. Douglas Clarke, electro­
magnetic conductor of the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra. He 
ducting a rehearsal is con- 

of Sunday's 
programme at the moment, but that 
does not matter. He can do a lot 
of things at once. Conductors have 
to be like that.

* Ÿ *
TTE taps his music stand and the 

violins and the horns 
’cellos give a last and the

■ - , despairing fling
I of melancholy resignation and taper 

“to the silence he commands. 
The fiddles begin, quietly, wistfully,

I c eai! an^ sweet as the morning lark, 
f.re ^omed in a moment or two bv 
the full-throated resonance of the 
brasses, there is an occasional, fur­
tive cymbal, a boom from the drum, 
and suddenly, dynamically, the 
"'h°!e orchestra sweeps into being 
under that magic baton.

The baton strokes the rhythm, I 
« ‘V represses a too-jubilant 
bass fiddle, if there can be such a Î 
thing as a too-jubilant bass fiddle ; I 
pulls out of retirement a refined 
flute. And behind the baton is Mr. ! 
I ouglas Clarke, like a potter at his 
wheel, taking a great deal of indi­
vidual music and shaping it into 
symphony. a

* * *
IJE is warm and disordered.

jacket lies at his feet and his 
vest is unbuttoned. A wisp of black 
hair strays across his face but he 
does not appear to notice. He is

His

more concerned with ensemble.
La-de-da-de-da” he sings above 

the noise of the instruments. “That's I 
it now—rather more suave. Good, jl 

_ Like this I
• . . Ha-de-da-da-da. Now again.*'

* V |

Watch that third beat.

“WHAT we want,” he says, “is 
listeners. An orchestra 

play to empty benches 
can. Attendances at 
concerts arc not 
might be. and the

cannot 
as a radio 

our Sunday 
so good as they 

people of Mont- I 
help us by just listening |

‘‘X really do think that it is better 
to listen to even a second-rate or­
chestra in the flesh than the great­
est players in the world by radio, 
w 1th radio, you do not get 'actual'
reproduction, 
ments get crowded out, and, of 

course, that makes a tremendous dif­
ference."

He tapped his stand again, and 
slowly, the whole group swung off 
into a glorious burst of melody.

It will be a tragedy Montreal 
should lose this. , j. m.

Some of the instru-

V.'

itm



V B. '. Hallvmrd 3525 Mountain St.? y

Press, Publicity & Print in of Co .ïiittee.
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vWalter Stewart, 77. C. Macdo■ aid & Co. , 240 St. James 3+,.

St. Lawrence Sugar Refinery, 215 Sfc. Ja es 3t. 
Nesbitt, Thompson & Co. , St / James s/duiA^. 

> vAJohn Irwin, Me coll Frontenac Oil Co. Ltd. 3 0 St/JaTT'T'St:—
1 Ci K ^ Jf jÇL Walters, 6 Che 1 sea Place.
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Orchestra Co mittee.

Ja es St. ,^ W.A. Merrill, K.C. 
vGrahau Drinkwater, 3511 Peel St.

240 St.

‘•'Sir -ndrev Macphail, 2016 Peel St. 
v'J.W. Cook, 35' Peel St.
R.P. Jellett, Royal Trust Co. 
Harold Morgan, Henry Morgan & Co.

I taJp. . Je. es St.M^MÀjJld 
Ltd., St.

If 5 St
Catherine St.

Fi . aeee__Co. nuit tee.

Letters sent out re Committees of the Montreal Orchestra Association.

/JjMaJ V •■>

December 3rd, 1930.
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A. HAMS AY 8 SON COMPANY
VANCOUVERWINNIPEGTORONTOMONTREAL

CABLE ADDRESS'RAMSON' 

ALL CODES

HEAD OFFICE 

INSPECTOR STREET 

MONTREAL

MAKERS OF

PAINTS 8 VARNISHES 

SINCE 1842

&

MONTREAL December 29th, 1930.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.,M.G.,K.C.B. 
McGill University,
Sherbrooke St. West,
MONTREAL.

Dear Sir Arthur,
Your good letter of December 3rd 

Symphony Concerts, has been received by the 
ana 1 am pleased to say that 1 consiaer it 
r to be equeste to go upon your special 
e, and t ereby d accept with pleasure.

re the 
writer

f an

Kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

■LTLcCC. §>■ 7
l'.;
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. _________________________________

K:
DUFF & MERRILL

si BARRISTERS 8. SOLICITORS 

GUARDIAN BUILDING 

240 ST. JAMES STREET W

MONTREAL

WALTER A. MERRILL, K.C. 
ARCHIBALD STALKER 
JEAN LETOURNEAU

4th. December 1930.' j
I CABLE ADDRESS “H U NTLID U FF ” 

WESTERN UNION CABLE CODE

;

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
PRINCIPAL - McGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL.

DEAR SIR ARTHUR:

m
I thank you for your letter of 

the 3rd. Inst., inviting me to serve on the 

Committee of the Montreal Orchestra Association.1

It is with pleasure that I 

accept, as I am very much interested in the 

Orchestra and shall be only too glad to do 

what I can to help this most important 

ment.

HI

k■

move-

Yours faithfully, 1

.

1/M:Ü
m
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_______________________________________

R. P. J ELLETT
Çf, THE ROYAL TRUST COMPANY 

MONTREAL
■■
É

m Fourth 
December, 
1 9 3 0.

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
McGill University,
Montreal.

8

Re: MOUTREAL ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION
My dear Sir Arthur,
Referring to your letter of the 3rd instant,
I am flattered that you should have thought of 
me for the Finance Committee of the Montreal Orchestra Association, but after careful thought 
I have come to the conclusion that I cannot under­
take additional responsibilities of this nature.
The demands on my time are heavy, not only at the 
office but outside of it through the Montreal 
Board of Trade, the Montreal Council of Social

, particularly in regard to unemployment 
and many other matters.

I will, of course, be a supporter of the Orchestra, 
although, unfortunately, I must decline to be a 
member of its Finance Committee.

hr
■
Ei
II iAgencies

relief,
m

h r ' . ' ;- - : h
.g ;;; ■'

Yours faithfully,
I■i

l0:k
V
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OSWALD & DRINKWATER
STOCK AND BOND BROKERS

MEMBERS
MONTREAL STOCK EXCHANGE —MONTREAL CURB MARKET 

PRIVATE WIRES TO NEW YORK AND TORONTO 

INSURANCE EXCHANGE BUILDING

TELEPHONE HARBOUR 6 IOI ^ 

CABLE ADDRESS : " OSDRINK"
UPTOWN BRANCH

1472 PEEL STREET 
TELEPHONE MARQUETTE 1148 *s: 'LIEBERS

A.B.C.ST?EOITION
275 NOTRE DAME ST.WEST

MONTREAL-QUE.
PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE

P. O. BOX 664

IB December
Fifth,
1 9 3 0.

S'

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal, P.Q.

SYMPHONY CONCERTS.
Dear Sir Arthur :-

§ In reply to your letter of the 3rd inst., 
I shall be very glad indeed to act on the committee of the 
Montreal Orchestra Association, as I think this is something 
which deserves general support, 
a great deal of credit for the start he has made, and from 
now on it seems to me that everybody in this City who is at 
all interested in music should get together to make the 
orchestra a complete success.

I think Mr. Clarke deserves

I shall certainly do what I can.

With kind regards, and wishing you and
Lady Currie a very happy trip,

I am,

Yours sine
/

CGD.-M.

■ ■-'ÎÙ&4
.....



_________________________________________________________________ m

NESBITT,THOMSON & COMPANY
LIMITED BRANCHES

TORONTO 
HAMILTON 

LONDON, ONT. 
WINNIPEG 
SASKATOON 
VANCOUVER 

OTTAWA 
QUEBEC

35Ô ST.JAMES STREET,WEST

MONTREAL

CABLE ADDKKHH NESTOM

MONTREAL

W December 5th 9 0

|lt:|

Sir Arthur ’.'.Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal.

' *»!.
SÉS

Dear Sir Arthur:
. In reply to your letter of the 3rd instant 

asking me to become a member of the Main Committee in 
connection vith a Montre-1 Symphony Orchestra.

I • ppreciate your kinines;, in asking me to 
join you, but have made it . rule not to go on .-ny Commit -es.

With kindest regards.

E|

(
ry trYours

■



HENRY-MORGAN-S'CO-LIMITED
COLONIAL-HOUSE 

MONTREAL

December 8, 1930

Sir Arthur y.
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal.

Currie,

if
Dear Sir :-

f.

I am instructed by Mr. Harold M. Morgan 
to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 3rd. December regarding the Mont­
real Orchestra Association 
you that he has already 
phone to Mr. Riley.

Y

and to inform 
answered by tel e-I

/
Y ri very truly,A

fi.
'

-CORRESPOND A NAGE R-
/

h.w.carr/ak.

I
1

B
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JOHN IRWIN
ROYAL BANK BUILDING

MONTREAL

December 8th, 1930

G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,Sir Arthur W. Currie,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
MONTBEAL.

■
Dear Sir Arthur:

I duly received your letter 
of December 3rd, in which you asked me to con- 

invitation to become a member 
Committee of the Montreal Orchestra

sent to your 
of the Main 
Association.

■

5 In view of the fact that my 
duties as President of McCoil-Frontenac Oil 
Company entails a great deal of travelling and 
also that my other affiliations when at home 
take up so much of my time, I regret exceedingly 
that I must decline.

Yours very truly, /

/J.

I

I

k
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MAGEE"

yfékfifôms //}? t&nfvl>X^ t/tt//. /^/sr/yt'r ■
y

■ - 'tfl/rrriaferJ  vV<?.
-C/lW J/slfî *??'/&/£&?£ '^Sff/s//.

yJOHN W. COOK, K.C- 
ALLAN A. MAGEE, K.C. 
T. B. HENEY, K.C.
W. C. NICHOLSON 
HUGH E.O'DONNELL December 4thf 1930,

m
WA
WjSir Arthur ?/. Currie, G.C.K.G., K.C.B., 

McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur :-

I have your letter of the 3rd instant 

and will be pleased to act as a member of the Finance

Committee in connection with the affairs of the Montreal

Orchestra Association. It will be a pleasure to be of 

any small assistance that I can in a matter in which, in 

common with many others, I take a great interest.

I trust you will have a most pleasant 

and successful visit to India and with very kind regards 

to Lady Currie and yourself, I am,

Yours faithfully. r
<

mum



letter of the 3rd 
from the City, and

I received your
;’iatimost°âïwtyn== = pt a request from you asinst 

while
a command which it is a pleasure 
carry out, I frankly would prefer to 
this particular committee.

and
left off

Apart from my being particularly

STE iâ^oro^t^/r-^^^tn!
izing, and raising money, as my experience shotfs.n 
the work and the paying usually fall on the English
speaking members.

understand that this scheme is 
out of work andI also

partly fostered by musicians who are 
who organized a strike a few months ago.

for de-I am sure you will forgive me
particular project under thesiring to pass up this 

circumstances.

Yours faithfully,

V/1 C
/

wm/eb.

Dear Sir Arthur,
SYMPHONY CONCERTS..Re:

IPs'■

i

1

By■
Hi

■

ADDRESS MOLWALTCABLEADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY7301TELEPHON E-MARQUETTE

i •61. /
, 'QO-tâ'OWs y

V////V'
#8â r; ■REAL. ESTATE

I NS U RAINC E 
MO RTGAGES 
VALU ATI O N S 

BUILDING MANAGEMENT 
PRO PERTY ADM l N I STRATI O N

y/Zo/ifa-ea/-' December 15, 1930.

K.C.BCurrie, G.C.M.G.» • »Sir Arthur W. 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Sherbrooke Street W., 
Montreal.
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Deoember 10, 1930•

Mr. Walter A. Merrill, 
240 St* James Street W Montreal. P. j. • »

Dear Mr. Merrill,
\

May I acknowledge your letter of the 4th Deoember, which oame in too late to roaoh 
Sir Arthur before his departure for India, 
he will be very pleased indeed that you have consented 
to serve^ on the Montreal Orchestra Committee, anti. 1 
have passed your acceptance on to Mr. George Reilloy, 
who is responsible for getting the Committee together.

I knows'-

iff.

,

T urs faithfully,

Secretary to Sir Arthur 0 urrie.

'



December 10 
19 3

Ur. Graham Brlakwator,
Hossra. Oswald, and Drinkwater, 
270 Notre Dame Dtree V'• 
Montreal, P.

Dear Mr. Brinkv;ater,

Ae your letter of the fifth instant 
did not reach Sir Arthur before his departure for India, 
may I take the liberty of acknowledging it on his behalf. 
I xnow ha will be very happy to hear that you have con­
sented to act on the Montreal Orchestra Committee.

Yours faithfully,

1

Secretary to Sir Arthur Currie*

j

)*
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Deeseber First,

IS 30.

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.m.Q., K.d.B., 
McGill Driversitj,
Montreal.

Dear General;
MOKTRlaL ORCHESTRA ASSOCIAn^ti
________ Synonony Concerts

As you no doubt know, these concerts are growing
in popularity «very Sunday, but of course the receipts from 
the sale of tickets arc not adequate to pay salaries and ex­
penses, q Bovey may hare mentioned to you that Mies Shaugh-
nesey and Madame David have accepted positions on a subscription 
campaign and a tv-, endeavoring to get EG,000 people in Montreal 
to subscribe $2.00 each, thus becoming members of the Association.

To run the affairs of the Association properly 
committees composed of bo tit French and English have been formed 
Tit Frenchmen have reepo ded vary readily, but, as you can imag 
ins, it is a very much more difficult job to interest English­
men. .- 6 nust get a good type of Sngi Isfahan to hold our own 
with the cultured Frenchmen who are taking great interest in 
this movement. The average man tfhen asked to interest hi : 
self In music immediately says No, but he would hesitate to 
refuse if the invitation to join a committee came from you as 
one of the Honorary Presidents of the Association, and this is 
to ask if you craid, before you go, have letters dictated to 
the gentlemen mentioned on the atta ned list, asking them if 
they would serve on the committees indicated.

I did not realize you .vere leaving town so soon 
and hesitate to add to jour difficulties, but it would be tre­
mendously appreciated if you could have your secretary write 
these ietters.o —

Thanking you in anticipation of anything you can 
do for us and wishing you the best of luck on your Important 
mission, believe me, with kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Geo. 0. Riley»

II■
*
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January 19th, 19j2,

âirs. d 11 h ^ager Boss,
4b28 Jt• Catherine Street,
V7BSTMOSST, Cue.

West,

Dear «ada.ro* —

In reply to your letter
” *;;•1 »« v,ry .*S; \V
see me eithor on * rid ay afternoon or on Saturday mcrn-
9181 ^/°aeSÎir t6l6ph 6 t0 my offtoe. Marquette
llo hear * " CLurra,*iay secretary, win gladly arrange

*rura faithfully,

Principal

__ ■■■■I
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Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15Executive Office : McGill University, Montreal

me

Srabuates’ Isorietp of J$lc#tU Biubersttp
Publishers of " The McGill News ”

January 15, 1932.

K.C.BSir Arthur W, Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal.

• *• »

Montreal »MTCMO PR NORMAN EAGER. 4312 Montrose Ave

mDear Sir Arthurs I
Our records show the following information:

NOBMAN EAGER, B.Sc. *22 in Civil Engineering, joined the Graduates’ 
Society on graduation, and continued as a member 
until April 1930, when he resigned, and has since 
failed to respond to formal requests to belong 
to the Society,

GRADUATES' ENDOWMENT FUND, no payments.

McGILL UNIVERSITY CENTENNIAL ENDOWMENT FUND,1921. (Mr. Eager was then 
a student at the University), no payments.

;:g;
I ;gf

gj
i
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EMPLOYMENT, He is employed in the department of Development, Shawinigan
Montreal. Phone La.6281.

111
Engineering Company, 107 Craig St. .7 ■• t

iINFORMATION FROM PROF. R. E. JAMIESON, Professor Jamieson was asked if 
he remembered Mr. Eager while a student, and his 
recollection of him was that he was a quiet and 
sensible lad.

a
■IREPORT FROM ARTHUR PATTERSON, B.Sc. *14, Mr. Patterson, who is also 

an employee of the Shawinigan Engineering Company, says 
that he has not seen Mr. Eager very frequently of late, 
and when asked if Mr. Eager had expressed any criticism 
of the University, he said that he had not noticed in 
his conversations with him, any indication of this 
attitude.

I ■

INFORMATION FROM J. G. NOTMAN, B.Sc.'22 (classmafe). Mr. Notman says 
that Mr. Eager is known as a good fellow, was formerly 
sports writer for one of the Montreal newspapers, and ■

■II
tev.-'-
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given to expressing his views.
Miss Shaw, whose parents made a considerable 
fortune in the piano manufacturing business, 
left their money to her, so that Mr. Eager 
enjoys a considerable financial independence.
He has not been known to especially criticise the 
University.

H. M. MCKAY SCHOLARSHIP FUND, no payments.

He married a

and

Faithfully yours,

GJW Executive Secretary
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) (qJLo^JI ‘ru+yj TvjLaml^ A*lo ayi/su^errGcJjGt)

ZHl <X>/um^ Xu2> fe^-lAJÔ~Qs3 d, h\J^Ujt^^àxL^éJjÙ

CL, 'hj^u^iiAr tA^T^-^o irycX^aZ^^
x) yA-€^, c>7 ^ T^4^/v<^

7 c^) Zr^zy^
l^X- éZ^cZr &Ç-A

IsiàT/ vi^tTcy^c, t

Ix/vX/fô

WESTMOUHT, Jamary 13th 1932
"62Zzl/vZQ, >>v^w^a^J^<. ifxxV

■

K.C.BSir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
McGill University,
Montreal.

♦ *• »

.

Dear Sir:

Your circular letter dated Jamaary 6th concerning the 

Montreal Symphony Orchestra has presented me the opportunity of expressing 

how one of many of the Graduates and adherents of McGill University feel toward

;p: that organization.

The Conservatorium of Music, under the direction of Dr Perrin,

These artists are still in Montrealturned out some very capable musicians.

A good number of them are 

I am speaking now of pianists in particular

and are teaching in an effort to make a living.

excellent performers in public.

I understand that Dean Clarke has been aoproached in an effort of having 

these pianists play with his orchestra at one time or another during tip 

In one case, I am led to believe, Dean Clarke sanctioned theseason.

performance of a symphony by an outside artist when he had previously

refused to perform the same work with a local artist.j»
It has always been my understanding that the staff of McGill

Of recentUniversity made every effort to support McGill Graduates./
years I have had occasion to revise this feeling.

The instance cited in this letter occurred to a person
/

with whom I am closely connected. I know that others have had somz )U

1

IffiMPiBMUlWIBiilf IIMWiM h



:

S
':J£

-2-

Consequently, I cannot see why the McGrillsimilar experience.

Graduates should support this body when the leader appears to "bems
Ü

"biassed in favour of outsiders. m

I sincerely trust that you will not take this as an

impertinence on ngr part, "but I do think that the opinion of a number

of graduates of the Conservatorium should be put before you.

Believe me to be,

m Yours very truly,

<L*^*0>-A__

m
IT. A. Eager,
U312 Montrose Avenue.

v
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January 16t 1931.

B:s Borman Eager, Esq 
4312 Montrose Avenue, 
Wes tmount, P• 3*

* •a

Dear Mr. Eager,
Let me acknowledge your letter of January 

13th, Inspired by iqy appeal to McGill graduates on behalf 
of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, Please be assured, 
Mr. Eager, that I do not regard your letter as in any way 
an importlnenoo. 
matters pertaining to the welfare of the University, with 
its graduates.

I am at all times pleased to discuss
.

Let mo try to deal with your charges.

You say that pianists who are graduates of 
McGill have approached Dean Clarke with & request to play

The Dean tells
me that although he hae been inundated with requests from 
parties who wish to play or to sing with his Orchestra, 
none of the applicants hae let it be known to him that he 
or she was a graduate of McGill.

You say you are led to believe that "Dean 
Clarke sanctioned the performance of a symphony by an 
outside artiet when he had previously refused to perform 
the same work with a local artist." 
mean that some local artist asked to be permitted to play 
the solo part in a certain performance and that the Dean 
refused and that he later put on the same number using an 
outside artist* 
this being the case.

m
:

in his Orchestra t one time or another.II
11
mm
mm

I take it that this

The Dean says he has no recollection of

wm.
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You say you cannot see why McGill graduates should 
support the Symphony Orchestra when the leader appears to be 
biased in favour of outsiders.
any way biased in favour of outsiders and says that he would 
be only too happy to use local artiste - but, of oo 
the leader of the Orchestra he must be the Judge of 
of those who seek to perform. He refers me to the faet
that lie has had as soloist Miss -lien Ballon, who is a raduate 
of this University; that next Sunday the solo violinist will 
be Hr. Onderet, who is a member of the staff, and that the 
only new orchestral work which the Orchestra intends to 
form was written by a McGill graduate, Hr. Frank Hanson.
This would not seem to indicate a bias on his part in favour 
of outsiders. I know that many hare written musical 
positions which they have asked him to perform and that he 
has been forced to refuse, for various reasons, many of 
these Compositions. The last he refused was one written by 
a very close personal friend of his own.

The Bean denies that he is in

, as 
merits

per­

ce n-

A.

I do not mind telling you that I am often greatly 
embarrassed by graduates insisting on receiving appointments 
to tho staff of the University! Just now it is suggested 
that I add one who graduated a few years ago to a staff 
that is already complete.
University do not permit me to increase that staff, and I 
see no reason why I should dismiss a teacher who has been 
rendering good servloe for years to make way for anyone, 
whether a graduate or not.
that the staff of McGill contains as many graduates as 
could reasonably be employed.

The financial resources of the

1 think anyone would agree

Inbreeding in a university

I am one of those who believe that Bean Clarke 
has rendered a wonderful service to Montreal in his endeavour 
to give this city a good symphony orchestra, and I believe 
his efforts should reçoive warm support and commendation, 
ïfou say that you have had to revise your impression that 
the staff of McGill should make every effort to support 
McGill graduates. A natural corollary of that Is that 
2!oGill graduates should make every effort to support the 
staff of the University.

Had you been a member of the Graduates* Socle ty 
I •ould havo aske that body to investigate your charges.

You say that the Instance sited in your letter (but 
as to what Ins ance you mean is not clear) concerns a person 
with whom you are closely connected and that you know that 

others have had slnll r experience. I am sure it would be 
most helpful if you would disclose tho identity of She otoe 
concerned, because, and I repeat it, the Bean Is positive 
that he knows of no request from a McGill graduate which 
he has refused.

2.
________________________________________________________________
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is Just as fatal as Inbreeding amongst a her* of cattle.
It would not be in the boat interests of McGill to have none 
but McGill graduates on its staff.
I have never seen any evidence on the part of members of the 
staff of the University to deal unfairly with graduates, or 
that would lndioate an unwillingness to support McGill gra­
dua to s «
staff of McGill and noticed the very high percentage of 
McGill graduates on it?

I may be blind, but

Have you ever examined the constituenoy of the

I would not care to have you retain a wrong im­
pression, and I suggest that you boldly go to Dean Clarke 
and discuss the matter further with him. Your good will 
to the University is earnestly solicited.

Evor yours faithfully.

Principal

■Hi
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