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SALVATION OF INFANTS.

Many strange charges have been brought against Mr. Wesley and the
shodist Church during the century, but one of the strangest is to be
nd in the « Home and Forcign Record, of the Canada Preshyterian
ireh,’” for August. Inan article under the caption of “ The Calvinistie
mtem  of Doctrine—DMisrepresentation exposed,” the writer would fain
wmething for Calvinism, and secks o faster upon Mr. Wesley and his
jiwers, the charge of teaching the monstrous dozgira, that “ there are in-
s who dic in infancy and perish.” Itisa cause of rezrey that the old strife
uld be renewed, but, as we are not the aggressors, we shall not be guilty of
each of christian duty, if we speak for ourselves. The charges of this
'> ragainst Wesley, Watson, and all Methodists who deem it prudent to
'tmythm" against Calvinism, is very severe, 1lesays they employ “reck-
punbesitating assertions, unaccompanicd by any proof,” their zeal is only

tence,” “ blind hatred to Calvinism s at the root of it all.”  All
i is certainly refreshing, yet not well calculated to give to the readers
Hhe Record a very high opinion of either the piety or honesty of their
#hodist brethren. Shocking men these anti-Calvinists; yet we do not
¢how we can help it—for Dr. Barnes  will not undertake to say whether
ir Wesley could have been a Calvinist, but he can say that Jonathan
ffards could never have been any thing else.”” It is not an easy thing
der all circumstances, for writers to have their principles at hand to
in them to the pen’s nib—so that the writing shall be the expression
ihe principle—if it were so, many writers would be saved from a great
Vof folly and pain. The Calvinists know right well that we perfectly
drstand them, if they de not comprehend us—and for them to charge
vith misrepresentation, is to charge us with superlative wickedness—
it must be a very wicked thing to misrepresent Calvinism. It isre

sive enough when it is presented—and worse when it is re-presented—
-2



322 ' SALVATION OF INFANTS.

and had it not been for the pride of intellect, of which it boasts, all that
peculiar to it a3 a system would have gone out of the world long since.

In seeking to fasten the dogma of infant damnation upon the Methodi
Church, this writer refers to somie passages in Wesley's Sermons, his tr
tise on Baptism and the Baptismal Service. To all of which it will i
sufficient now to say: 1st. That admitting Mr. Wesley did believe
baptismal regeneration in common with the ancient Church, and vig
the Church of England of his day, did he hold that regeneration in ba
tism was actual or only presumptive?  Clearly presumptive ; for he sayg
“1It is certain our Church supposes that all who are baptised in their
fancy are at the same time born again,—and it is allowed that the whijg
office for the baptism of infants proceeds upon this supposition.” It
unfair for this writer to say that Mr. Wesley tanght that, +By water, then,
a means, we are regenerated or born again.” “Herein a principle of grag
is infused which will not be whelly taken away, unless we quench the Hy
Spirit of God by long eontidued wickedness.” His words are, “ By wate
then,as a means, the water of baptism, we are regenerated or born agaig
whence it is called by the Apostle ¢ the washing of regeneration.” (f
Church therefore aseribes no greater virtue to baptism than Christ hinsg
hag done. Nor does she aseribe it to the outward washing, but to thei
ward grace, which, added thereto, makes it a sacrament.” One who con
plaing of misrepresentation should fairly represent others. '

2nd. If Mr. Wesley did say that the ordinary way to salvation w:
through this sacrament, yet there is a very wide wargin between him arg
the Calvinists, for be declares children have a 74igh¢ to baptism, being il
oluded in the evangelical covenant; ¢ that the second Adam hae found|
remedy for the disease which eame upen all by the offence of the first, an
although he does say that God has tied us to one way—by which the be
fits of the remedy may be obtained—he also says, as this writer aduwif
“ He may net have tied himself. Indeed, where it cannot be had, i
case is different, but extraordinary ecases do not make void a standifl
rule.”  Most likely it would have been very gratifying to our friend if Mg
Wesley had said, “God has bound himself by a decree as irreversible 4
his own nature, that none but the elect shall be saved. Great inded
would be the joy if he had followed in the wake of John of Geneva, al
declared for electing grace, instead of reiterating the doctrine of John {
Patmos, “ He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, b
for the sins of the whole world.” Wesley was not the man to compromif
the doctrine of universal graee, by binding it down to an accident;
this great doctrine, the grace or love of God, whence cometh our salvatigl
is free in and free for all, runs through the entire of his teaching, and]
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idistinetive quality of his theology. If death came by one—Adam,—lifs

ne by one—Christ; and were he now living he would endorse the utter-

o of the sainted Mercein, « It was only by the interposition of a Medi-

grial Grace, that the guilty pair were not crushed at once, but simply

Rircn away from the tree of life; yet only by this extension of eavthly lifo

1it become possible to gather a family, and initiate a race; so that it is

y through the atonement that there has ever been a childhood.”

3rd. It is a matter of thankfulness, that with all Mr. Wesley’s leaning

haptismal regeneration—which, by the way, was not the regeneration of
I Pusey—he does admit that all who die in infancy, being baptised, are

bed, which is infinitely more satisfuctory than the Calvinists creed, which

lares that, ¢ the efticacy of baptism is not titd to the woment of time

len it is admivistered; yet notwithstanding by the right use of the

inance, the grace provided is not only offered, but really exljibited and

ferred, by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of age or infants) as that

ree belongeth unto, according to the council of his own will, in his ap-

dnted time ;” (Confession of Faith, Art. 28) So that according ta

s teaching there are some, even of the baptised, to whom the grace does
btbelong. Comument is unnecessary here; there is the statement in itg
nbaldness, and so it shall remain.

ith. When Mr. Wesley said « Baptism was the ordinary way through
Wiich the benefits of Christ’s death are received by infants, and by which

tj entered the church, he did not say there was noother way; nor did

affirm there was no salvation without it—if he had he would have
ned a little too much towards Dr. Troiss and Calvinism, which says,
Rt of the visible Church there is no ordinary possibility of salvation,”

1 thiet baptism is ordained by Christ for the solemn adinission of the

ity baptised into the Church, (Confession of Fuith). Wesley admits

2 right of infants to membership in Christ's Church—says they ought.
Spcome to Christ—that no man ought to forbid them. But doeshe ground

i ight upon baptism ?  Plainly not; but upon “the free gift which.
#ncs upon all men unto justification of life.” He declares *they are-
gpler the evangelical covenant—and have a right to baptism, which is.
b entering seal.”

§ ith. If the charge against Mr. Wesley could be sustained, it could not-
Fupon the same ground as that wpon which it is preferred against Cal--
ism.  That against Wesley is based upon a few: terms of equivocal

Juning, and is refuted as soon as made, by a bare reference to the general .
g:hing of his theology, whether in prose or verse ;—for he does not hesi- -
g to say, nor his followers to sing,

% Thy undistinguishing regard, Was cast on.Adam's helpless Tace;
Forall thou hast in Christ prepared, Sufficient, soveleign, saving grace.””
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The charge against Calvinism is based upon the positive statements g
its creed, and defended by some of the greatest minds that have flourishl
under its shadow. It has been thought, that as our Calvinistic friends a
pear to be struck with horror at the charge of holding the horrible deereg
that they did, in common with most Churches, believe in the universal g
vation of those who die in infancy, through the infinite merit of him whog
intervention they need, and whose offer they have never rejected. By
when we read in the Confession that, “ the Holy Ghost confers the cfficacil
of baptism to such as the grace belongeth unto, whether of age or infants
according to the council of God's own will,”—the thought came wh
grace ?—the grace “ promised,” the grace that is to give efficacy to haf
tism, the grace of regeneration. Do they then hold that all infants whil
die in infancy are saved? or, that none die but the elect? No, not
they hold to the Confession of Faith-—not if the writers on Calvinism gid
the views of the Church. Volume after volume is at hand from whig
we could give quotations from standard authors, among them-—men q

snown—ywhich would satisfy any unbiassed mind that we utter no slandg
From St. Augustin, the father of the dogma, and John Calvin, and Jon
than Edwards, and Bellamy, passing by Dr. Twiss, and coming down §§
Dr. Barnes, proofs almost without number are presented, which satisfy
that whatever the body of the people may believe, the teachers are tr
40 the Confession and the Catechism—and do not hold as a doctrine, ng
teach it as a verity, that all children dying in infancy are saved. Yet
may be proper here for us to give an example or two; and to prevent anj
difficulty we find it suggested by the list of subjects for examination
Knoz's College, that they shall be from standard authors, whose authori
in matters theological is admitted. For third years students in Theologll
the text book is “ Calvin.” Now what does he say on this subject
«“ How came it to pass that the fall of Adam, independent of any remcigl
should involve so many natious, with their infant children in etem
death? But such was thewill of God!! It was a Zorrible decree, I cof
fess; but no one.can deny that God foreknew the future state of man b¢
fore he created himy and that he did forclnow it because it was appoin
ed by his own decree ;”* Calvin’s Ins.—B. iii, chap. zxiii, Sect. 6.) Tak
another of the text books of the same institution,—Hill—and what isk
teaching? In his Lectures, (book iv., chap. 1.) we have the followin
deliverance : “ In what manner the merey of God will dispose hereafter d
those infants who die in-consequence of Adam’s sin, withoat having dof
any evil, the Seriptures have ‘no where declared; and it dees not ben
us to say any more than issaid in the excellent words of our Confession ¢
Faith.”” This then‘f must .be taken as the Calvinism of this country, 3
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uht in high places. Mr. Wesley and the Methodists have no difficulty
e—bave nothing they hesitate to avow.—They know that the dis-
gebodied spirits of children, of all children, dying before the age in which
7 arc eapable of actual sin, “ do behold the face of God in heaven, and
e o place among the blessed ; that the great Shepherd came to save
e’ T'hey know that it is “ Not the will of our Father which is in
wen; that one of these little ones should perish.” Nor would they hesi-
to say with Bengel, ¢ Infants are objects of God's care, not that they
e not been under the curse, but because they have been reseued from
The human race was one lost mass, in which even infants, even thoss
the best disposition are included on account of original sin; but the
Wicle of it has been redeemed.  If a King declare that he will rebuild &
iy that has been consumed by fire, he will not have his words understood
i1 single street.”
With. The inferences this writer would draw from the wording of the
ptismal service—explained by the passage from the sernions—in which
s said, *‘Our Chureh”(the Church of England) ¢ supposes”, &e., arc of a
e with the rest of the argumentation, and is a further proof, if such
l:c wanting, that he has yet to learn something more of Arminianism and
thodism than he has yet learned. The doetrine of Arminians is simply,
That God from all eternity determined to bestow salvation on those whom
foresaw would persevere unto the end in their faith in Christ Jesus;
1 to inflict everlasting punishment on those who should continue in their
felief, and resist unto the end his divine succors; so that election was
S:ditional, and reprobation in like manner the result of foreseen infidelity
persevering wickedness.”  And as it regards children, © God has
en the whole human race into the grace of reconciliation, and has en-
e into a covenant of grace with Adam and the whole human family in
o in which he promises the remission of all sins to as many as stand
adfastly, and deal not treacherously with the covenant; and sinee in-
BB:ts have not transgressed this covenant, they do not seem to be obnox
15to condemnation,”’—(Apology 13-14). A Methodist writer or teacher
it would be guilty of teaching a dogma such 23 that charged upon us
hthe I2ecord, would not only find himself in opposition to the general
ntiment of the Methodist people, but would, and should, be impeached.
m the commencement of our history we have had no debate on this
hicct, but have borne one uniform testimony, “that all infants, dying
ore actual sin is committed, are admitted into heaven through the merits
¥ Christ,” and for any one to assert, as the writer in the Recorddoes, that
2 doctrine of Methodism is “ that infants dying unbaptised, perish’—
§ihout better proof than he furnishes (and he gives .he best at hand)
tnough to conviet any man at the bar of conscience of s breach of the
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ninth commandment. There is less reason to be surprised at the “p
teriousness ot conscience,” than at the obtuseness of minds trained ung
the force of prejudice, so buried in the cast-iron shroud of Calvinistie|
ology, that they ean discover nothing generous, beautiful, nor true, iny
other systen.

As he stumbled at the ﬁrst principle of Arminianisw, it was not ty
expected he would better succeed with the rest.  Graee is common to ]
previous to regeneration—and there s grace peculiar to the regenen
Docs our Calvinistic friend really deny this. John—1—12, « As my
as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, ey
to them that believe on his name;” this Arminians believe and teach,s
concerning infants—all infants coming into the world under a grad
constitution, provision is made in the constitution itself for the very
fects they inherit by their connection with the guilty pair ; and more th
an equivalent is secured to them for the evil entailed upon them; {
« free gift’? sccures all ; if! they die beforesin is actualized by acts of th
own, irrespeetive of all other means, they are safe,—this the * free gi
secures. Nor does the prayer at Baptism conflict with our doctrine of
will, as stated in our cighth article. For what is it but a request that
would grant to the child those communications of grace, that through |
probation upon which he has entered, he might be assisted and dlrected
govern his life agreeably to the will of God and so “remain in the nu
ber of bis faithful and elect children.” Many Methodists do hold that
may exist when it would not be just to impute it to the sinner, and th
hold this in conformity with the Seriptures. It is a doctrine we do
feel disposed to deny, that responsible guilt is actual guilt, and for ¢
only is there retribution, and in the striet sense of the word punishme
Guilt—but not personal—is attached to infants—and the punishm
which follows, is not so much an infliction as a consequence of the act
sin of Adam, the federal head of the race.

It would be well for this expositor of Methodism to 2ead up a little
Wesleyan theology, for at present he is evidently in a fog. Metho
Ministers understand themselves and the theology of the Blble,—andb
no leaning to Baptismal regeneration ; nor do they %old to infant dam
tion—nor to aduli damnation but for actualsin. Nor do they believel
the salvation of infants is based upon the immutability of the deeree
election, but upon the mercy of God in Christ, who restores them to
relutionship with himself,

¢ And looks and loves His image there.”

The last part of the article is not to be touched—the writer fliest
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eat where he may remain—it is a safe retreat—but not the most hon.
rable.
Calvmxsts may still go on with their dogmas—and lash themselves nto
; we shall go on our way—singing as we go—

% The love of God for all is free ;

For him who forged the dire decree,
For every reprobate and me.”

Milton, August, 1862. Ww.

FLECTIONS ON THE FORTY-FIRST HYMN, SIXTH VERSE
BY THE REV. DR. COONEY. .

3 1 sce venerable, hoary-headed bistory, the chronicler of public events,
ting down by the stream that represents the progress of time. The
JBarse of this stream is often disturbed by stirring vieissitudes, and popu-
_' commotions, so that the surface becomes agitated and troubled. At
fer times its clear bright waters are darkened by tradition, while wars
i tumults excite them to such a degree, that they overflow their banks, .
din their impetuous and devastating course spread universal ruin; and
fieep into forgetfulness the names and exploits of heroes and sages, great
B, and mighty men of renown. This is expressed in language alike
Brible and poctieal in the 41st. Hymr of our Conuexional Psalter:
# Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away ;

They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.”

The dead are soon, very soon forgotten. Searcely have the dull and
lemn echoes of « The Funeral Bell” ceased to reverberate, when the
Miath of friends and acquaintances begin to fade from the memory, and
e its distinetness in the imperfect recollection of general occurrences:
nd yet this is not the age of cither BrRASS, BRONZE, or IRON. No!
Wlte periods designated by these peculiarities have passed away ; and the
pedival age has been carried back to T HEPTARCHY, by the force of its
P ignorance.  Still to the distinguishing traits of our own time, rather
mto the decline of either sympathy or friendship, are we to look for the
wt that the dead are soon forgotten.

| Ours is an age of progress—of hard thinking—of deep research—an
i of active brains, and busy hands—of steady nerves, and swift feet,
nd this ceaseless activity—this wondrous energy—this exciting march
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these perhaps, arc the reasons why we have to deploro a fact that cany
be either denied or doubted.

Shakspeare alluding to the rapid transition of grief for the dead, t
entire forgetfulness of them, says in his own cpigrammatic way—¢
Juneral baked meats served jfor the wedding dinner.”  And Napoly
chasing the vanquished Austrians over the plains of Marengo, declared,
he galloped past the dead body of his friend Desaix, that he had not f;
to weep. Commeree, politics, and law are often discussed by the cor
that follows the hearse—the touching threnodies, of ¢ The Dead Mar
in Saul," are succeeded hy the most lively strains—and the Necropolis
often the scene of heartless merriment and Sabbath desceration.

Ciree’s charmed cup changed all who drank of it into grovelling swiy

a draught of the fabled waters or Lethe, washed out all recollection of

past—and we repeat it, ¢ the dead are soon forgotten.”” This is the g

eral rule, and the exception is enjoyed by those who experienced v

little favour while living. ‘This was the case with the great epic poct

Greece ; and the posthumous gratitude of his countrymen is keenly safi
ized, in this quaint, but pithy couple*:

¢« A thousand cities claim Homer dead,
In which the living Homer be gged his bread.”

The great dramatist says, “The good deeds of men arc often intem
with their bones, while their imperfections and failings live after them
And one greater than any bard of either classic Greece, or “ merrie En
and;” one who drank deeply, not at the fountain of Helicon, or
Arethusa, but at the source of divine inspiration, compared his lonely a
deserted condition, to that of a dead man forgotten by his friends.
life is spent with gricf; my strength faileth; and I am forgotten as
dead man out of mind.” Thisis the wailing and mourning of an ag
pilgrim, wearicd hy his long sojourning—of a mighty man of war, ¢
feebled by*his numerous eampaigns—of a great monarch, exhausted byt
cares of state—of a liberal patron, and indulgent father, forsaken by b
followers, and persecuted by his children.

Our adorable Saviour evidently wished to live in the memory of his f
lowers. He was desirous that a lively and grateful recollection of his p:
sion and death should be transmitted from age to age; and to realize thi
end, he instituted the christian passover. It is true, higher and holierd
jects were contemplated, bat a devout remembrance of the mysterio
transaction, was one end which our Lord desired to secure; and hen
he substantially said

4 In memory of my dying love do this,"—Do this in remembrance of me.
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These words, few and simple, form the true Rusric; they are repleto
ith all the tenderness of entreaty—imbued with all the urgeney of im-
ptunate request—fraught with all the pathos of a touching and power-
gk appeal —and invested with all the authority of a divine precept. But
fhough “ the dead, generally speaking, are saon forgotten,” various and
dly expedients are adopted to preserve the remembrance of eminent men,
d of great national events.  All the resources of sculpture, of painting,
id architecture are laid undercontribution for this purpose. Equestrian
bd pedestrian statues—the exquisite creations of the pencil—magnificent
ilzes—agraceful} arches—stately columns —arcades—cenotaphs, &e., are
kinsibly erected with this view; but in reality to ornament the squares
fhrge cities and towns ; and to multiply the number of public edifices:
‘The polished marble of Italy—the glowing brass of Corinth—iron from
sbowels of the earth—the rough mountain granite—all these are mould-
Wi into various shapes and forms, constituting as it were, a kind of monu-
wtal biography ; but not withstanding the public tuste, commendable
prit, and expense involved in these efforts, the dead are soon, very soon-
reotten.
“Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away ;
They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.”

J This truly affecting passage would form an appropriate epitaph for all

bankind : and if adopted, would enduc every tombstone and cenotaph
ith 2 warning and instructive voice. The efforts of the chisel would then
mmote the enterprise of the pulpit; and the Sculptor and the Preacher
mld be co-workers -together in the Tiord. Were these words, or appro
Biste texts from the sacred seriptures, more generally used in our burying
ces, “ Tre LiveLy OrAcLes” would be lithographed in the abodes of
B¢ dead—words which the Holy Ghost uttered would be written on
TABLES OF STONE’—and the various symbols which grief and love em-
1y to perpetuate the remembrance of their loss, would address THEM in
g: plaintive language of the mysterious voice that eried, © Al flesh s
ws: and all the goodness thercof is as the flower of the ficld”” In
art, this whole hymn is full of elegiac tenderness and beauty, hallowed
i devotional simplicity and fervour.” And the analogy it inscitutes is so
ii—the admonition it conveys so impressive—the appeal it addresses so
ubing, that we are unable to say which most deeply affects us—the
nance of the similitudes—the importance of the lessons—or the power -
fthe exhortation,
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“ OUR BACKSLIDERS.”

An article which appeared in a late number of the Magazine under t;§
heading, has suggested some thoughts to my mind, which I desire, with ¢
permission of the Editors, to put on record. Upou a subject of this king
1t is but reasonable to expect that there should be a considerable diversit
of opinion ; it is only right, therefore, that in its discussion considerablf
latitude should be allowed. Persons of different temperaments, differe
habits of thought and action, and who have been providentially placed i
widely different circumstances, viewing it from different points of obserrg
tion, will naturally see the matter in various lights, and come to dive
conelusions, and it is only by the comparison of these different resultst
a comprehensive and correct view of the whole subject can be secured,

The article referred to pleases me no less because some of the vie
which it expresses are opposed to my own; and I doubt not anything
may write will be no less weleome to the editors, because it may conts
opinions which do not completely harmonize with theirs. In regard toth
fact that backsliders do exist in considerable numbers both inside and o
side of the:Churcb, that is too palpable to admit of any diversity of opiniof
On that point we are all agreed. The question is, how is the melancholf
fact to be accounted for. The question is important; for the cffect w
be likely to continue until the eause is removed; whatever, therefs
tends to throw light upon the cause of these frequent defections must
regarded as important. Certainly then, it is both interesting and usefy
to have an opportunity of placing side by side the opinions, independent]
formed, of brethren who, differing from each other vastly in other respeet
n;e equally interested in the prosperity of the Church, and the salvati
of souls. .

It may be that it was not the intention of the writer of the artid
which has appeared on this subject, to convey the impression that Methd
dism had a larger number of backsliders in proportion to the numberg
its converts than other churches; and yet I think it was liable toh
understood 2s conveying this idea, and further, that this fact wastol
attributed chiefly to certain means which are more frequently resorted §
by us than by others, for the conversion of souls. The latter of these i
positions is so expressed as to appear to imply the former. If these m
be taken as the sentiments of the writer, I confess T am not quite satisifli
with the correctness of either of them. It might be, if we knew as mu
about other communions as we do of our own, we would find upon esanf
nation of theresult of their labours, that with thew the chaff bears asla
a proportion to the wheat as with ourselves; and then as to the comparg
tive stability of persons converted through the instrumentaiity of whil
are called ordinary, and extraordinary means, unfortunately the numb
of the latter so for esceed that of the former, it is not easy to make
comparison. 3

When a large quantity of grain is produced there will gencrally be
proportionate quantity of chaff; where there are large accessions g
members to the church, there will generally be a considerable number, wh
though they may run well for a season, will grow weary in the race, and und
the power of temptation turn aside from the path of life. This m
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Roount for the difference between Methodism and some other of the
Brurches, and also, in some measure, for the difference between those
sticular congregations in which extraordinary means for the conversion
sinners have been resorted to, and those in which there has been no
parture from the ordinary routine.  If Methodism is produeing a larger
Smber of backsliders than other Churehes, we are inclined to thirk it is
Bause it is producing more genuine eonverts than all the other Churches
i together ; and if there are larger numbers of backsliders to be found
those particular places where Protracted-meetings have been held, it is
R+ improbable that a careful examination would show, that their number
e no greater proportion to the whole number of converts there than in
Lher places.
There are no churches or congregations that are absolutely securs
niost declension, backsliding, and apostecy, except those in which no
aversions take place; if, therefore, there were no greater evil to be
paded than backsliding, the most effectual means of shielding ourselves
m this dreaded evil would be to abstain from putting forth any specifie
&t for the salvation of souls. A man must be converted, that is, par-
bned and regenerated, before he can—at least in the sense in which we
B the term—backslide. But there are evils more to be dreaded than
3 multiplication of backsliders in the Chureh; it is & more tremendous
il to allow the dead mass uround us to remain asleep in their sins until
2y wake up in perdition ; and if the Church has not attained to that
ate of efficiency which would render the ordinary means suflicient for
is purpose, the dread of declensions in the future should not deter us
m resorting to even extraordinary means for the awakening and con-
asion of sinners.
This I conceive, was the idea in which Methodism originated. It has
fn an exiraordinary system from the beginning; and its history is the
word of a series of extraordinary efforts put forth for the accomplishment -
 the grand end of the Churel’s existence—the salvation of perishing
goners. It has been all things to all men that by all means it might
o some.  To this principle of operation it has adhered in seasons of
fersity as well as in seasons of prosperity. We see even Wesley him-
cutting off hundreds of backsliders from his Societies at a single stroke
on one oceasion a full half of a numerous Society ; but none of these
Rinzs moved him ; he was just as ready still to resort to any means how-
wr novel or extraordinary, which offered the slightest prospeet of leading
Eoners to the Saviour, When one set of tactics would not answer his
pose, he had recourse to another; and in this respeet he only obeyed
Bk instructions he had received from the Captain of our Salvation. Surely
was 2 novel and extraordinary mode of procuring guests for a royal
Fedding to go out into the high ways and hedges and compél the dwellers
h these obscure and out-of-the-way places to come in; but these wera
bresisely the meaps which were to be resorted to when the ordinary aud
gore orderly mode of invitation failed.
Tam not quite sure that I understand what is meant by what is some.
kmes called the hot-bed process of conversion, which in the judgment of
me should be held respons.ble for much of the baoksliding in the
Burch, I confiss J have been wont to look upon the hot-bed with con-
Hinble respect, as a very useful institution, especially in this frigid

by
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climate of ours. It is true, notbeing a gardencr cither in theory or p
tice, I may have an erroncous idea of the nature and use of the hot.
but if T am not entirely mistaken, the design of it is two-fold, first to bri
the rays of the sun to bear more dircetly upon the plants, and second
to protect them from adverse influence, until they have acquired suffici
strength, and the atmosphere has become so far modified by the adva
of the season, as to enable them to live and grow independent of artifi
means. The hot-bed process then in its application to the salvatioa
gouls, I suppose means that process by which the rays of the Sun
Righteousness are brought to bear most directly and concentratedly up;
them,—and thus they are not only rapidly quickened into spiritual |
but also attain to a growth in a few days which in less favourable ciren
stances might not have been reached in an equal number of montls,
even as many years.

New, in all this, I confess I ean see nothing to be particularly dread
Indeed, it appears to me the Church of God wus intended by its diri
Author to be, in this sense, one great hot-bed; and that particl
branch of it in which the vitalizing and saving influences of the gospel
brought to bare most directly, concentratedly, and powerfully upon t
gouls of men, and where in' consequence their transition from death
life, and from spiritual infaney to the stature of men and women in Chri
is most rapid, most fully answers the end of its being. This has beena
still is the distinguishing glory of Mecthodism. While others are int
many instances looking for a gradual and ill-defined change, to be wroug
by a kind of educational process, Methodism looks for both the convers
of sinners, and the entire santification of believers as distinct and ins
tancous changes, wrought by the direct power of the Holy Spirit. If
change wrought in the soul were accomplished by education—Dy the
plication of merely natural means—the longer way might be preferable
the shorter; for if education means the development of the powersa
faculties of the soul, its effectual accomplishment must necessarily requi
considerable time; but if it be a resurrection, 2 metawmorphosis, a trans
tion, a new creation,—a supernatural work performed immediately by {
mighty power of God—it can really make no difference whether it is
formed in a few minutes or in as many years. What God does is alw
well done.  When he either converts or sanctifics a man the work is g
ine, whether the process by which it has been accomplished is a long e
ghor$ one. It is true salvation in all its stages is accomplished by thei
strumentality of divine truth, and it generally takes a considerable leng
of time to secure a lodgment for it in the mind; bub it may be reaso
ly supposed that a very larze portion of those who attend the ministry
our church, know and believe all the truth essential to salvation, b
before their awakening and conversion ; and truth which has lain dorn:
in the mind for years may be quickened into life and power in a mome
by the ageney of the Spirit. :

1 should not be inclined, then, to conclude 2 prior: that *he stimulati
process would tend to produce backsliding, except so far as that may
implied in the multiplication of converts; but the a posteriori arguw
is, to my mind, still more convincing. It has been my privilege to
ness the conversion of some hundreds of souls; these with few excepti
were brought to God through the instrumentality of extraordinary mes



OUR BACKSLIDERS. -+

to adopt the figure which has been adverted to above, they were hot-
plants; I have watched the course of many of them subsequent to
B conversion with something like paternal solicitude, and though now
{then a strageling sheep has strayed, considering the adverse influences
shich they have been exposed, it is not only a matter of devout grati-
2 but of wonder, that so few of them have been wrecked. But it is
inecessary to appeal to the observation of any individual wpon this
ot ; the fruits of our protracted-mectings and camp-meetings are found
wery position of influence and uscfulness in the Church. ~ They have
Mled us a host of ministers and preachers, leaders and teachers. The
e is coming doubtless when these means will be no longer necessary ;
B ias ot arrived yet, however ; and it is not improbable that they shall
W to perform an important 7ole yet in bringing about that astate of
hes which will make it safe to dispense with them,
Before I pass from this topie, upon which I. have already dwelt at teo
t a length, allow me to bear a most emphatie testimony in favour of
tI conceive to be most essential to the security of the eonverts who
in such large numbers brought into the Church through the instru-
Wtality of these extraordinary means, I give it not only as the result
ay own observation, but as a sentiment firmly held and strongly in-
44 upon by Wesley, Fleteher, and all the most devoted and suecessful,
dof their coadjutors and suceessors, that from the very hour of his
Sicision the convert should be exhorted to go on unto perfection. Let
b be instructed to seek the blessing of entire sanctification at once;
it be set before him on the privilege of every believer, whether he be
lor young; 13t him be earnestly and affectionately exhorted to expect as
iy, to expeet it by faith; to expeet it now. Mr. Wesley found in his
s that those converts who choose at the beginning of their religious life,
Bt hie calls the higher path, who sought and obtained the blessing of per
love, seldom fell away, while of those who were contented to walk in
lower path, and aspired to nothing higher than a merely justified state,
usiderable proportion went back into the world. What was true in
.Wesley’s day is equally true at present.  Wordsworth uttered a pro-
ind trath when he said “the child is father to the man ;" and this is no
£ true of spiritual than of intellectual childhood. As the first few
s of matural life gives colouring to the whole future, so the first few
ihs of our religious life often determines in a great measure what sort
dristians we are to be in all subsequent stages of life. It is 2 remark-
®and an admonitory fact, that of those who do not attain to a state of
ire sanctification in a comparatively short time alter their conversion,
attain to it till near death.

ety .

It is recorded of the devoted John Weleh, that he used to keep a
id upon his bed, that he might wrap himself in it when he rose
ing the night for prayer. Sometimes his wife found him upon the
nd weeping. 'When she complained, he would say, «“'J woman!
have the souls of three thousand to answer for, and I know not how
s with many of them."”
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ETERNITY OF GOD—A MEDITATION.

The eternal existence of God is a subject which absorbs and exceeds ;
the thoughts of the most capacious and intellectual minds. A God g
be; and if he iy, it is equally certain that he must be uncaused and etersj
in his own nature. Yet none but the Being who, in the sublime langu. g8
of inspiration, “inhabits eternity,”” can comprehend the vast, the inJl
haustible iwport of eternal cwistence. .

He who was first in being must be God—the cause of all other bejnd
But I feel my mind utterly powerless to realize the proposition that (R
glorious Being is without beginning.  Reason compels me to admit
truth as a necessary one, yet my imagination cannot help me to this bid
conception of his eternal existence.

This is a fuct which I feel happy in believing,—a fact which revelati
affirms and reason approves, yet a fact which 1 am, and perhaps ever sh{8
be, incapuble of comprehending. I glory in it asa mystery in its o
right. -
“God is first and chicf in existence. His name, Jehovah, speaks his uffl
derived, independent, eternal being,  All things and creatures of him ©
leave to be.”  Here the boldest metaphor, the most brilliant figures utig
ly fail. They possess, and can impart no full idea upon this subjedl
How should they?  The finite cannot, from a necessity of nature, coflf
prehend the infinite. ;

Whatever we are acquainted with had a beginning in time.  God b
none. He is before all time.  Qur mind exerts itself to the utmost, ag
branches forth in the investigation. Itendeavorsto ascend to the eterniff
which has been—the unmeasured duration that is past. It soon reachflf
the days of Noah—runs back to the day of creation—the origin of tj
first man ; and further back still—to the first angel who sung the prais
of the Creator in the morning of time. It still flics back through millio
of ages before the first and brightest of the angelic host lifted up bis ad
ing thought to contemplate the glorious Being who called him into exifl
ence. It realized God ulone, without one creature to witness his glory, 4
feel his goodness.  Laboring still with the vnmanageable thought &
eternal existence, the soul proceeds with the endless caleulation, adds 1
to age, and receiving what no language can express, and yet conscious th
infinite ages lie beyond its reach—beyond its loftiest conception, it returdl
wearied and exhausted to its rest.  Confounded in the hupeless effort
comprehend the infinite Being, yet lost in admiration and reverence, it
elaims, “ Behold ! God is great, and we koow him not, neither can )
number of his years be searched out.” ¢ Such knowledge is too wonder/§
for me. It is high: I cannot attain unto it.” < Who, by searching, c8
find out God ? 'Who can find out the Almighty to perfection ?  Sur
none could be before him, and there shall be none after him!" “Iaf8
the first and the last,”” that is his claim ; and “ there is none beside me§
A first there must havebeen.  That we are constrained to admit. T
God of the Scriptures is worthy of that highest designation. He claid}
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ithat is involved in that title, and fully demonstrates his exclusive right
it by the works of nature, providence and grace.
The most eomprehensive and powerful language appears inexpressibly
or-whenever it is employed to deseribe the infinite and eternal perfee-
Bus of God. Xt may portray excellencies which exist in ereation, or sueh
oo creature ever displayed. Imagination may even surpass, in its con-
ions and combinations, all the forms of dctual esistence, as we are ae-
inted with them in created beings ; but it cannot approach to the glory
¥ he supreme and eternal Lord of all.  T'he Holy Spirit has seleeted in
8 Scripture the grandest images which nature and language ean supply,
whibit the perfection of the eternal Lord and author of all.  But what
g:ruage or what pencil ean fully portray the only perfeet character in the
fierse 2 Greatest of beings!  thy illimitable grandeur defies not only
words, but even our thoughts, and leaves our laboring mind to express
lfin the borrowed terms and strains of thy own wonderful book, own-
bthat “ thy greatness is unsearchable,” and ¢ thy dominion throughout
ficenerations.”’
B What, then,—shall the ineffuble greatness and glory of Goad be a terror
Bune, or prevent e from offering the homage of my heart and my affee-
Bosto him ? No; but blending these awful splendors of his majesty
g5 the beaws of his merey, a creature, yea, a sinner may approach his
pomprehensible elory with hope. Hope, did I say? Yea, with joy and
poph.  For, if i’ one view the contemplation of this glorious Being
pires awful astonishment and perplexing wonder in the soul of a sinful
ture, and impels him to exclaim, « Who in the heaven can be compared
o the Lord 2> Yet in another view, he presents to us the aspect of the
hlerest love and most eonsiderate mercy, saying, ** Come, and let us rea-
hiorether : though your sins be as scarlet, they shall beas wool ; though
7 be red like crimson they shall become white as snow.”  Verily, then,
Rhere is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared, and with the
Bid is plenteous redemption.”
Reconciliation and consequent communion with the glorious and ever-
sed God, is a privilege which must be accounted among the first and
Bhest honors an intelligent creature can enjoy. It raises him to a dig-
B immeasurably above his own conceptions, and frequently beyond his

er to realize. It confers so real a greatness on every rational mind, as
Poake it forget every earthly distinetion; and when made sensible of
:imparted and inexpressible eminence, it loses itself in the devoutest
fration and humblest admiration of the unparalleled condescension of
B Most High,  Will God indeed dwell with, and commune with man
@ the earth ?
¢ In vain might lofty primces try

Such condescension to perform ;

For worms were never raised so high
Above their meanest fellow-worm.”

W 0ur primitive qualification for communion with God is gome. God's
Ri:c isdefaced, and man'ssou] is removed to a vast moral distance from
Fparity and glory of the eternal mind. Moreover, man is in a despe-
Rand dark league with God’s enemy, the fallen angel oflight; end
Eenmity against God is against the whole of bis nature.  Adam be-
ad this as soon as he had lost his friendship and fellowship, by fleeing
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to hide himself from the face ofhis Maker.  Fellowship with Satan af
with sinners is man’s deplorable propensity. It stamps his condition 4
degraded and accursed, With a mind so unlike God, so full of malignag
enmity against his moral: perfection, and in friendship with the infem
foe of all goodness and purity, what fellowship can he have with light, ap
purity, and blessedness? Surely none, while he remains in a state §
guilt, under the power of sin. * Yet, as this communion with God is hof
orable in the highest degree, so it is essentially necessary to man’s happfg
ness. Such is his constitution, his present condition and temper, that y
external advantage whatever can render him blessed, without reconcili
tion to God. He tries the creatures, but he can only commune with theg
as creatures, and as creatures vastly inferior to himself.  They ean con
municate only to his lower nature. His ignorance, guilt, wickedney
trouble, disappointment and morfality prove the necessity of communiof
with a being who ean remove them all, or remove some, and give supps
under the others. Man’s enemies, too, are so numerous, subtle, powerfy
and experienced, that none but the Being who is almighty and allwi
can afford sufficient aid against them. Besides, his duties are so numeroy
various, and spiritual, that he requires to feed and refresh his strength
the constant contemplation of an almighty supporter and friend. Allth
he finds in the mediation of the Son of God.

How pleasant, too, is fellowship with God in Christ] What joy cd
for a moment be putin competition with that of comaiunion with the ere
blessed God? To feel no want which God cannot remove, or has ng
promised to supply ; no fear but he can remove—yields a felicity untastd
by all that are in such a case. Well may such aone exclaim, « It is g
for me to draw near to God.”  Ah, ye poor deceived mortals, fond
earthly things, satisfied with carnal delights, and living without God}
the world, your condition is pitiable in the extreme | Your best pleasu
are mere dreams and shadows, and will prove in the end, exquisite to
tures, when you come to know what you have despised and lost, and whe
Jou are brought into that world where you will ¢compare them with tf
Joys of a mind communing with the great and blessed Lord of the univer

A WRETCHED END.

The deseriptions given by the Holy Spirit of the state of those who ha§
known the favor and grace of God, and who have departed from his fi
and service, are truly appalling and alarming.  The salt losing its sar
the tree plucked up by its roots, twice dead, and nigh unto crushing,
all statements of their case which show its misery and danger.  Such t@¥
frequently are found to be capable of degrees of vice which were former
unknown to them: as the stone raised from the vale to the brow of (i
hill, when allowed to descend, bounds further into the plain, so they i
to greater excesses in the ways of transgression, and by so doing manifi
that not only the light within them has become darkness, but that mog
and fouler spirits have entered the heart which previously had been empig
swept, and garnished; thus proving the Scripture statement, that th
state before they knew; or were known of God, was far superior to thd
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@ciate condition. The history of the church, from the days of Judas
the present period, abounds with facts confirmatory of the deplored
th. It has also been found that the higher the state of grace which
heen attained, and the more exalted the office in the church to which
5 had heen raised, the lower and viler they have become. It was not
Bf:cble, private disciple of the Lord, that found a heart wicked enough
beiray his Master, but the chosen Minister of that Master, that fell so
B :s to sell him into the hands of his foes.  The greater the triumph of
o, the deeper the wound of the Redeemer.  Oue of this station in the
brch was well known to the writer; and his history cannot be reviewed
bout pain, and is recorded as a warning beacon to others, in confirma-
hof the declaration of the divine word, that the last end of such faith-
ones is worse than their heginning. Ineurly life he was brought to a
Mo knowledge of the grace of God, and deported himself with a uni-
ity that gained for him the esteem of the christian church to which
Br:sunited.  His natural talents were good, and to some extent caiti-
4 and improved by laudable application to reading and study, so that
ws encouraged to become a candidate for the winistry. Haring passed
esaminations to which he was subjected, regarding his personal piety
qualifications to preach the Gospel, he was accepted and set apart for
kholy vocation. For years he condueted himself consistently with his
$tian professien and sacred office, in which ke was honored with ap-
tion and usefulness. But, alas! too soon it was evident that there
(2 declension of the life of real religion in his soul, and his conduet and
wsation became lax and unprofitable, so as to excite the serious fears
bose that loved him, and the too well-founded suspicion that he wasa
laman.  He was informed of the opinions in civculation about him,
R hithfully warned by his co-pastor.  This was not received kindly ;
s met with angry threats, which at least proved that the heart was
the meek, humble, holy temple of God. ~ Secret, if not publie, intem-
4lace, brought on by escessive addiction to smoking, was laid to his
@ze; but direct evidence of the fact could not be produced, or was with-
Iby those who could have produeed it.  And thus for a season he
B<d conviction, and his heart became more and more wicked, until
of the most flagrant character were reported to be committed by him.
stigation was instituted, guilt was established, and he was deposed from
ice of the ministry, and excluded from the Christian church. Thus
B beyond all restraint, he became a public profligate, a profane swear-
W reeling drunkard, and street-fighter.  His amiable, Christian wife
@i beneath her sorrows, and died broken-hearted.
e opened a low beer-shop, in which he soon expended the little prop-
fhe possessed.  He was then reduced to work in the clay-pit, to obtain
B1iy support for himself and children, In these circumstances, instead
wing his sufferings to be sanctified, everything seemed done to drown
Btions which, whenever they did force themselves upon him, must
fbeen most painful to endure.  In the house of God he was occasion-
¥en; bub no repentance for his sin was manifested.  He became an
B! cxample-of the trath, that “it is an cvil thing and bitter that thow
% fsaken the Lord thy God.” And his end was as fearful as his life
vicked. Sustaining injury in his employment, the part afflicted ra-
mortified, and he expired in great agony of mind, without giving any
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“evidence of spiritual safety.  Thus, in every respect, the last end of §
man was worse than the first. The first was comparatively moral, theg
deeply defiled with transgression. The first was an attainment to}
and happiness; the end was degradation and misery.  The first, conf
and plenty; the end, wretchedness and beggary. The first was chy
with the prospect of a useful life and blessed death; the end, glooy
fearful looking-for of judgment and fery indignation. Surely the end g
in solemn warning, in affectionate caution, in faithful admonition, and
sary exhortation, saying,  Wherefore let him thas thinketh be stand
take heed lest he fall;” for no station in the church can be a substy
for personal piety, and no piety can be retained without watchfulnes

prayer.

Much rather let me cease to be,
Let mortal being have its end ;
Much rather take me now to thee,
Than live against thee to offend.
But thou canst keep. My Helper, thou,
For gver save, and save me now t
. ~ ~English Periodir§

————

A MAGISTREATE OUTWITTED.

The following anecdote is related of the eminent Richard Baxter, v
sets off his natural shrewdness and knowledge of human naturets
advantage

Several of the ministers ejected by the act of wniformity, in I
united with Mr. Baxter in establishing a lecture in a private house.
time of worship being at a very early hour, Mr. Baxter one evening§
home with a view of being there ready for the morning. The night |§
ever being dark, he lost his way, and after wandering for a Jong tim
came to a gentieman’s house, where he asked directions. The s
informed his master of this fact, who thinking it unsafe that so reg
able a looking man should be wandering on the common a* so lateand
invited him to stay. Mr. Baxzter readily excepted the inwitation, and
treated with great hospitality. His conversation gave his host a §
opinion of his good sense and extensive information. The gentl®
wishing to know the quality of his guest, after supper said:

“ As most persons have some employment or profession in life,1
no doubt, sir, that you have yours.”

Mr. Baxter replied, with a smile, “yes, sir, I am a man-catcher.’]

“ A man-catcher, are you ?” said the gentleman; I am very gl
hear you say so, for you are the very person I want. I am a jusi
the peace for this distriet, and T am commissioned to secure the pery
Dick Baxter, who is expected to preach at a conventicle in this nei
hood early to-morrow morning; you shall go with me, and I doud
we shall easily apprebend the rogue.” .

Mr. Byxter very prudently consented to accompeny him. Accordi
the gentieman, the following morning, took Mr. Baxter to the place?

the meeting was to be held. When they arrived there a consid:
nuwber of people were hovering about, but on seeing the justics,
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fk:pected his intentions, and were afraid to enter the house.  The justice
v intimated to Mr. Baxter his fears that Baxter had been apprised of
sintentions, and would disappoint them, and proposed to extend their
W, that the people might be encouraged to assemble, and give them an
wrtunity of fulfilling their commission. They did so; but on their
v they still found the people unwilling to assemble.  The magistrate
A+ supposing he would be disappointed of his object, said to Mr. Baxter,
g as these people were much disaffected to the government, he wounld
 obliged te him if he would address them on the subject of loyalty and
@] behaviour, Mr. Baxter replied that, as they met for worship it was
bable that such an address would not satisfy the people; but that if
g justice would engage in prayer, he would endeavor to say something to
e, The gentleman replied, that he had not his prayer-book with him,
be would readily comply with the propesal; but expressed his persua-
o that Mr. Buaxter was able to pray with them, as well as talk with
m; and requested him to begin with prayer.
They entered the house, followed by the peaple; Mr. Baster prayed
h areat devotion and fervor; the magistrate, standing by, was sonn
Bied into tears. The good divine then preached in his usual faithful
zealous manner; and when he had concluded, he turned to the jus
and said—* Sir, I am the very Dick Baxter of whowm you ave in
wit, I am entirely at your disposal.”
The Magistrate, however, had felt so much during the ceiviee, and saw
nes so differently to what he had done betore, that his enmity was
nged into love, and ever afterwards he became the friend and advocate
jibe persccuted, and it is believed also a sincere Christian.

| THE EARLY BIBLE-HISTORY OF THE SABBATIL.

lhe first notice of the Sabbath in the Bible isas early as the record of
ption.  The antiquity of its appointment is not inferior to that of the
pan race.  The occasion and purpose of its institution had respect not
oy portion of mankind, as for instance, the particular family of the
@; but to man as man, and to the whole raceof man. When ¢ the
Qrens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them,” says the
tof God in bis own word, in Genesis ii, 1-3, “on the saventh day
ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh
from all his work which be had made. And God blessed the seventh
j and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work
B God created and made.” In these words you have the precise
i@ when the seventh day was set apart for a Sabbath as distinetly stated
erqR other historical fact announced in the first or second chapter of
Wis, Tt followed the sixth day, when the work of creation was com-

F bad now been formed. God had “breathed” into him ¢ the
h of life,” and he had become a living soul.” There he was, in the
ession of true « knowledge,” * righteoueness,” and ¢ holiness.”” And
JRlst day that dawned upon him as he thus stood before bis Creator,
b Creator’s own image, was a Sabbath-day. 1o Eden, then, before
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sin entered man, the institution of the Sabbath took place. Had man ner
yielded to tewptation, and never fallen, but continued sinless, he woul
have had a Sabbath. Tts existence forms a part of the reminiscene
Adam still retains of the brief period of his primeval innocence.
The Sabbath, thus begun in Paradise, was observed after Adam
driven thenee in God's righteous anger. True, we have no mention
the manner in which our first parents spent the Sabbaths which ey
round after their expulsion from the garden, or of any other Sabbaths f;
many, many years, in the short notices given in the Bible of the e
history of our race. But this silenee proves nothing. No one who rex
and believes the word of God, doubts that circumcision was appointed
God as an ordinance binding on the Jews; and as little can anyyq
doubt that it was observed by them from the conquest of Canaan to {
captivity of Bubylon. And yet, duringthe whole of that time, a period
about hundred years, no mention is madein the Bible of that, rite althou
the history given during those years is narrated at far greater length th
that of the world in the earlier ages. Awidst the Zequent backsliding
the Jews whicli disgrace thie sacred annals of this period, we never find {
people reproved for neglecting circumeision; nor, at other times,are they ey
commended for its observance. Now suppose therc were no mention
tue Old Testament of the Sabbath for many generations after its firsts
pointment in Iden, that circumstance would no more prove that itw
atteaded to, than the silence of scripture respecting cireumeision for
many eenturies would prove that during all that time it was not obsers
But it woeuld not be strietly correct to say that in the history of t
patriarchs there is no trace of the existence of the Sabbath. The “e
of the days,” when Cain and Able offered saerifices, and the day, 4l
in the book of Job, when the sons of God came together, have been supps
to be Sabbath-days. It is plain, from the history both of Noah
Jacob, (Gen. viii, 10-12; xxix, 27,) that they counted time by wee
Now the question urises, how came this division of time into week
There was no aspect of nature, like days, and months, and years, inf
revolutions of the heavenly bodies, to indicate such a period. It
entirely arbitrary, and cannot be otherwise accounted for than byf
previous institution of the weekly Sabbath. The creation was finished
six days, and the seventh was then sanctified ; and so time came to
divided by seven days, ratber than by six, or eight, or ten.
Continuing to trace the Bible-history of the Sabbath, the reader co
next to its obscrvance by the people of God in the wilderness, after th
had been brought out of Egypt, and before they arrived at Mount Sin
When the rulers of the congregation told Moses that on the sizth day
people had gathered twice as much manna as on the other days, he repl
« Thig is that which the Lord hath said, To-motrow is the rest of!
holy Sabbath unto the Lord:” on that day “ ye shall not find it int
field ;" for «the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, therefore hegin
youon the sixth day the bread of two days.” (Exodus xvi, 23, 25,
Before the publication of the Decalogue, the Sabbath is thus spoken of
as being new, but as an institution already perfectly well known :—¢
morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath.” = If the Sabbath had then
instituted for the first time, Moses would npaturally have informed
poople of its duties; whereas he confines himself to the simple subject
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@ manna, forewarning them, not to expect it on that day, and dirccting
en jtherefore, to collect on the day before as much as would suffice till
¢ Sabbath was past.
Morcover, it has been thought that the word with which the fourth
gomandment begins, so dissimilar to the commencement of ecach of the
fer nine, supposes a prior acquaintance with the Jaw, and the grounds
g which its observance was founded. “ Remember the Sabbath-day to
@it holy.” It wasan institution with which they were already ac-
inted ; and they arecalled to keep in mind the sacredness of the day.
Bis very probable that, amidst the cvils to which they had been cxposed
their state of slavery in Bgypt, the people had been deprived of the
thath by their heathen task-masters. Thus, through circumstances
lond their own control, and, it may have been, also, through their own
fiflzrence, the observance of the Sabbath might ecome to he suspended ;
AR this may be the reason why the moral law on this subject was incul-
@ in this particular form: «Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
2 39 .
i)e
It has been proved from Seripture that the Sabbath did not come into
tence with the Jewish religion, but existed long prior to the institution
ghism.  Attempts, it is true have been made to get rid of the argument
B he perpetual obligation of the Sabbath arising out of the ascertained
that in Iden one day in seven was sanctified or set apart. One says
i, ¢ to impress the greater reverence for the day, Moses seemed to
¢ it eoeval with the ereation.” Another, that «it anly seems to im-
t that the Sabbath was then instituted ;” but that it is simply to be
lrstood as stating “ the reason of that particular day being
P ; not that it was then appointed and set apart.” But all thisis
Rling less than selemnn trifling with the plain words of inspiration. Of
e use can it be to hold any dispute with persons who feel at liberty to
hile God’s word in such a manner; for, in this way, there is not one
it statement or commandment in the whole Bible which may not be
side, by being resolved into seeming declarations. But the Bible
bis for itself. Before Abrahamiwas born, or Moses lived,—before ever
pwas a Jew in the world, there was a Sabbath : and so long as there
bmen who give obedience to God and his laws, a Sabbath will continue
: observed in our world.

IS IN LIQUOR-SELLING NOT TQ BL REPENTED OF.

BY REV. HENRY WARD BEECIHER.

yppose I should preach the Gospel in some gambling-saloon in New
%.and suppose a man should come out convieted of his wickedness and
s it before God, and pray that he might be forgiven. Korgiveness
the granted to him, so far as he was individually concerned. Bus
e he should say, “ O God! not only restore me the joys of salvation,
dive me back the mischicf that I have done, that I may rule it out.”
iy, there was one man that shot himself; what are you going to do
im? A young mau came to Indianopolis, when I was pastor there,
s vay to settle in the West. He was young, callow, and very self
dmt. While there he was robbed in a gambling-saloon of 1,500 dol.
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lars—all that he had. He begged to be allowed to keep enough to taid
him home to his father’s house, and he was kicked into the street.
led to his suicide. I knew the man that committed the foul deed.
used to walk up and down the street.  Oh, how my soul felt thunder whe
I met bim. If anything lifts me up to the top of Mount Sinai, it
to sec one man wrong another. Now, suppose this man should repent
Can he ever call back that suicide 2 Can he ever curry balm to the he
of the father and mother, and brothers and sisters of his unfortun@
victim? Can he ever wipe off the taint and disgrace that he has broug
on the escutcheon of that family ?  No repentance can spread over th
And yet how many men there arve that ave keeping up such transgressiong
There are in our bourding-houses, there arein our  best” places men th
in their secreted rooms, and the enjoyment of their own rights, as thd
call them, are gathering in the young, and firing them with the aluo
fatal passion of gaming. Fermented hope—for gambling is hope goue
fermentation—is one of thie most unconqueratle of the human passions,

There are thousands of men that are said to be well-meaning men, wi
gain their livelihood by retailing spirituous liquors. I do not wish tos
anything disrespectful of them, but I must say that the business in whig
they are engaged is very wicked and mischievous. It seems to me (i
if a man would allow himself one moment’s thought, if the incubus
woney could be taken away from him, if' that whispering devil could
away long enough to let him say to himself; “ I have power to innoei
men with intemperance, but I have no medicine that can cure thewm af
they arc once innceulated,” be never would eonsent to become a dealer
intoxicating drinks. Of all piteous things in this world, the most pite}
is to see a noble nature touched with intemperance. His struggles
longings, bis endeavours, his short reformatiouns, and his downward phn
again, eannot bat excite the deepest sympathy of every feeling h
Such a one is like men in the surging billows of the sea, striving tog
the land, who, as often as they succeed in reaching shore are struck |
refluent waves, and swept back. And yet men in this very busines
selling intoxicating drinks, make money, heap up thousands upon ti
sands, roll up treasure, and invest it in lands; and then, when they ;
innensely rich, they say to themselves, “T know thisis a rather
business, and I think I will quit it, and go to church and be converl
and become respectable.”  So they shut up shop, and sell out at a g
profit, and go to a revival, and get io be Christians, and unite themsd
with the people of God, and sing and pray and feel very happy! I dos
wish to be understood as saying that these men ave not counverted; I'h
some of them are.  What I mean to say is this, that while their perso
sins may be repented of as between their souls and God, yet there rem
a gigantic mischief that has been let loose, which they cannot overt:

They have kindled fires which their tears cannot quench, though !
pour like rain and flow like a river. It is a terrible thing for a manfe:
sin thinking that he will repent of his transgression after it is commi

Often and often, under such circumstances, you may seck a place
repentance carefully with tears, and not find it. It is a terrible thind
sin, but it is thrice terrible to have a manufactory of sinners, and turn th
out by the whole-ale. Crime is bad; but ciime-makers—what do§
think of them ?
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TAUGHT BY A DREAM.

[t has been well observed that we may place too little, as well as
i much, dependence. upon dreams. For while many foolishly regard
ay trifling imagination of the thought in sleep to be either the
gnostication ‘or the revelation of an important cvent, there are
as who believe that all dreams should be entirvely disregarded, and
Rk it a mark of profound ignorance and superstition, if not of sin,
sppose that dreams ean have any connection with our line of duty.
our own experience, and the testimony of many men of sound
@rment, extensive learning and deep piety, sufficiently confute the
er opinion. In the Holy Scriptures, we are informed of people
ring been warned of God in dreams : (Geen. xx, 3; Matt. i, 22, &e.;)
@ if we deny that any spiritual agency is in operation, do we not
gy the truth of divine revelation ? How such communications are
Bie, we know not; but that they have been made, even in our own
B, we know full well. 'We hear the sound caused by the wind,
it cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth :” so are all
i conmunications of the Spirit of God. The following fact not only
blishes the fruth of our position, but manifests the care of Divine
widence towards his helpless creatures.
Some years ago, Ann Jane M. , then about fourteen years of age,
iling with her parents at L——, near Belfast, received a slight injury
me of her toes. Little attention was paid to the wound at first;
4, a3 was customary for children in that country, she wore no shoes.
kmight have been expected, the injury became worse, the swelling
wased, and extended rapidly to the foot and leg. The twmor after-
s broke, and discharged, giving excessive pain, and exhibiting an
uming appearance. The nail of the toe dropped off; and the suf-
ings of the little girl became so violent, that surgical advice was
gorted to.  'When the doctor examined it he said it was then too
tto apply any remedy for the purpose of attempting to heal it;
it the inflammation was so great, that its progress could only be
Jested by amputation, and if that were not immediately done, the
sequence would soon be fatal. This step, generally so repugnant
aur feelings, the parents were unwilling to allow, and applied to
Biher surgeon. Poulticing vas then tried, but without success : the
Bile limb became inflamed, and the swelling increased. A consul-
Wi of surgeons took place on the matter, and they unanimously
peed that nothing could save the peor sufferer’s life but the amputa-
B0 of the toe. It was then decided that the operation should take
e upon an appointed day, when the girl was to be brought to town,
{2 car provided to take her home again. .
The patient had passed a sleepless night : the agony she suffered
g5 50 excruciating that she could not obtain a moment’s repose.
ired nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep,” cams not to her relief;
pv true the words of the poet:

“The wretched he forsakes!”

be was prepared for the journey, and sat waiting the arrival of the
sholding her limb with her hands, attempting to allay her torture.
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‘While in this position she dropped asleep, and seemed to enjoy a shog
cessation from pain. In about an hour she awoke, and with a hap
smile said, “ O, I dreamed that my leg was well! I thought that§
was taken to Dr. B , in Belfast ; that when we went to his hougf
I saw him standing in his room, with coat off, and his shirt-sleevq
rolled up. He had red hair, and wore a black apron. I thought
cured me without cutting off iny tce.” The fond parents were puzzlgl
how to act : the child’s dream appeared remarkable. for she had nevg
heard of Dr. B——; yet in the anxious hope that there might be sucj
a person, and that he could heal the sore, they went to Belfast anf
enquired for him. After some search they found there was a surgea
of that name attending the dispensary of Lane. "Thither the
repaired, and on entering the room, were astonished to see a mg
answering precisely the description in the child’s dream. e exay
ined the toe, and immediately applied a remedy, putting a tight beg
dage on the scat of pain. She was ordered to return again to have§
dressed. She did so, and the third visit was her last. Restoratid
rapidly took place, in less than a month the pain and sore were con
pletely goune; and she has continued well to this day.—Engl
Periodical.

——

THE DEATH OF A BEAUTIFUL CHILD.

Idol of the houschold! ’Twas in the autumn that she came like
warm, bright ray of sunshine. Many were the fervent thanksgiving
sent up from grateful hearts, as day by day she grew more and mog
beautiful. Like a pure white rose-bud which slowly unfolds its leavd]
one by one, beneath the genial rays of the summer’s sun, wereh
beauties developed, and she bade fair in the course of time to becon
a being of superior excellence and loveliness. Day after day, ay
week after week, they watched her as she glided down the brig
golden tinted stream of life, carefully gnarding every movement, ul
anticipating every want. In this happy manner passed the first ye§
of her short life.  Friends began to look upon her stay among thg
as a matter-of-course ; having no idea that death’s angel was so ne
not knowing that his dart was already almed, and would soon, :
too soon for their happiness, reach its mark. The grim monster cajl
and breathed his poisonous breath upon her check, and as a flow
withereth in the noonday sun, so she drooped and died. What atri
to break the cords which had been twining themselves around the
hearts! But the decree of heaven is infallible, and weak mortal
must bow in penitence and submission. How mournful was it wh
we all took one last look of that angel face! What could be mo
beautiful than that little form, as it lay there in its peaceful stilln
shrouded in pure white, with its little hands clasped upon its pulsele
breast, its fair hair parted smoothly above a brow which rivalled
snowy marble both in whiteness and coldness? Her once ruby lif
were parted with the last long lingering smile. The blue-veined i
were closed over those soul-speaking eyes. How like a pie
sculptured marple did she seem! Nothing of the rigidity of de
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upon that face or form. She lay inall her childish gracefulness
Mo the snowy curtained couch; her shroud falling in light folds
t@oand those chiselled limbs; her face wore a peaceful expression,
dklich almost deluded us into the belief that ’twas a gentle slumber
#om which she would soon arise to bless us with her smiles. Around
@ are strewn flowers in luxuriant profusion ; there mingle the pure
§se-bud and delicate snow-drop, types alike of her purity and child-
4 beauty. No colours mingle there, all is white, pure and spotless
sthe young spirit which has taken its flight, and is now joining with
¢ infant angelic choir in singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.
off Weep not, bercaved ones—look up to heaven—there behold with
e eve of faith your beloved child a glorified spirit. Mourn not that
e ha« left this cold world and gone to that bright land, and is for
per free from' the trials, from which even your love could not have’
ielded her. Your loving eye conld not pierce into the future which
Rraited your darling.  Your love could not have exempted her from
e trials which it is the lot of all to bear. A loving hand hath kindly
moved her from this dark trial-ful and sin-stricken world, to one of
a:ht, and love, and liberty. Then dry your tears, fond parents, raise
o eye of faith above, and say, thy will, not mine, be done.”
Rlieve me, your babe has only been transplanted to a richer soil and
knore congenial atmosphere, where she will bloom in new beauty,
fd when death shall lay his icy hand upon you, you will go to join her in
Biging the praises of the Lamb.—Methodist Magazine.

THE WAY TO SPEAK TO BOYS.

Many years ago a certain minister was going one Sunday morning
4o his house to his school-room. He walked through a number of
&wets, and as he turned a corner he saw assembled around a pump a
=ty of little boys, who were playing at marbles. On secing him
proach they began to pick up their marbles and run away as fast as
¢y could. One little fellow, not having seen him as soon as the rest,
gnld not accomplish this so soon ; and before he had succeeded in
ihering up his marbles the minister closed upon him, and placed his
md upon his shoulder. There they were face to face—the minister
{God and the poor little ragged boy who had been caught in the act
¥ playing marbles on Sunday morning. And how did the minister
hal with the boy ? for that is what I want you to observe. He might
iave said to the boy : * What are you doing here ? You are breaking
J Sabbath | Don’t you deserve to be punished for breaking the
Jd2nmand of God 7’ But he did nothing of the kind. He simply
zid, « Have you found all your marbles 2 « No,” said the little boy,
I have not.” « Then,” said the minister, «I will help you to find
¢m.” "Whereupon he knelt down and helped hiin look for the mar-
5; and as be (]ig 5o he remarked, I liked to play at marbles when
alittle boy very much, and I think I can beat you; but,” added he
Inever played marbles on Sunday.”
The little boy’s attention was arrested. He liked his friend’s face,
1l began to wonder who he was. Then the minister said : “Iam

&
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going to a place where I think you would like to be—will you come
with me 77 Said the boy, «“ Where do you live ?”  «In such and}
such a place,” was the reply, « Why, that is the minister’s house I}
exclaimed the boy, as if'he did not suppose that a kind man and the}
minister of the Gospel could be the same person.  « Why,” said th
man, “I am the minister myself, and if you will come with me I thinkg
I can do you some good.” Said the boy, “My hands are dirty ;
cannot go.”  Said the minister, * Here is a pump—why not wash?
Said the boy,” “I am so little that I can’t wash and pump at the samg§
time.”  Said the minister, « If yowll wash, I’Il pump,” he at once sef
to work, and pumped, and pumped, and pumped; and as he pumnped
thelittle boy washed his hands and face till they were quite clean. Said
the boy, “ My hands are wringing wet, and 1 don’t know how to diy}
them.” "The minister pulled out of his pocket a clean pocket-handker]
chief and offered it to the boy. Said the little boy « But it is clean,’]
*Yes,” was the reply, « but was made to be dirtied.” The little boy
dried his hands and face with the handkerchief, and then accompanieds
the minister to the door of the Sunday-school.

T'wenty years after the nfinister was walking in the street of a large}
city, when a tall gentleman tapped him on the shoulder, and looking
into his face, said: ¢ You don’t remember me ¥’ « No,” said the min-
ister, «Idow’t” * Do you remember, twenty years ago, findinga
little boy playing marbles round a pump? Do you remember thal
boy's being too dirty to go to school, and your pumping for him, and]
your speaking kindly to him, and tuking him to the school?”  “Q
said the minister, “ I do remember.”  « Sir,” said the gentleman, “1
was that boy. I rose in business, and became a leading man.
have attained a good position in society, and on seeing you to-day i
the street I felt bound to come to you and tell you that it is to you
kindness and wisdom and Christian discretion—to your having dealt
with me lovingly, gently, and kindly, at the same time that you dealt
with me aggressively, that I owe, under God, all that 1 have attained
and all that I amn at the present day.'—J. C. Zyle. '

SABBATH MORNING.
# Awalee, psaltery and harp; 1 myself will awake ecarly.”

David uttered this divine soliloquy in reference, probably, to the a
proaching Subbath. Ie intended to prevent the morning light with hig
song of praise, and to usher in the day of rest with the melodies of ps}
tery and Larp. O, that every Christian would imitate this devotionil
man, and charge himself to awake early and begin the day with God!

There is now an additional motive to sumwon us early at dawn to the
work of prayer and praise. When the king of Israel sang his mor
ing orisons, the strain was kindled by glorious events which were in pros
pect; but “ now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first frui
of them that slept.”  The seal of the sepulehre which inclosed the S
viour's body has been broken ; his triumphant resurrection has been ang
nounced to his disciples and chanted on the harps of heaven. Can the
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bristian think of this, and not feel moved to holy activity as the morning
B! Sabbath comes round and invites the soul to its devotions? Alas,
Wit we should suffer any part of the hallowed season to pass neglected or
Jimproved!  But the Inclancholy fact is, that by the indulgence of the
by, the soul is in many instances, robbed of that portion of the day
Jhich is all-importunt as a season of prayer and meditation. It scems to
considered by many, sufficient, il they can rise in time to dispateh ne-
sities and be ready to go up to the great congregation.  Very little, if
oy, time is allowed for private devotion. Can we, thus acting, reason-
L'l hope to avail ourselves of the blessings of the day? Shall we not be
danger of appearing before the King of Zion without the appropriate
biliments, and of ‘exposing ourselves to the cutting rebuke, “ Friend,
@ cunest thou in hither not having on the wedding gaiment ? !
The early days of the Sabbath is all important as a resson of private
votion.  Who has not felt its tranquilizing influence ?  Nature even
2uis to sympathize with the moral associations of the seene.  On other
s her voice is almost drowned amid the dim and bustle of the world,
at when the wheels of Mammon’s ears are arrested, and their thunder is
Bt heard, then comes forth her soothing lunguage which falls on the
fart like /Bolian music, to subdue its passions and to awaken its finer
asibilities.  The voice of nature is the voice of God. He who speaks in
i sanctuary of redemption by the bload of Jesus, speaks from the bush
i fragrance of the morning, of the vast and varied gifts of his provi-
nce. o commune with nature and with God, we must imitate David
ol awake early.
The resurrection of our Lord took place before the dawn.,  Bre the sun
s up, one of his followers repaired to the sepulehre. She came in the
sing twilizht to look upon the tomb of Jesus.  She found it unsealed
21 cipty, and wondered what had becon e of the body of her Lord.  As
de wept, @ voice addressed her—at first in a stranger’s aceents, lest under
texcitement, a too sudden revelation might overpower her mind ; thew
Bt voice was changed, and the well-remembered tones told her that it was
:deed her risen Master.  Did Mary find her Redeemer at early dawn, and
ball we presume to expect his presence, if we doze away in guilty slumbers
Eiis portion of sacred time ?  No, let us rather fly to the sepulchre and
2amid the shadows of the morning the breaking beam of the Sun of
ghteousness. Lot us gather the spiritual manna before the sun is up,
ud feed upon it ere we refresh ourselves with the food that perisheth.,
Few would complin of dull Sabbaths, or wandering thoughts, or
udious services were they to sccure for purposes of appropriate devotion
g ic morning of the Sabbath. An impulse would thus be given, which like
favoring gale, would waft its soul onward to its rest.
i Reader until you valuc and improve the Sabbath morning, you need
it expect to experience the full advantage of this blessed day. If on
dther days, you ean wake early to serve the world, and on this you can
ube the liberty to indulge the flesh, be assured that the Sabbath will
0t ordinarily prove to you a delight, nor will it closc upon you with peace
id with edification.
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THE FORTY MARTYRS OF SEBASTE.

Sebaste was a city in the Lesser Armenia, a country of the Fast, syt
jeet to the Xmperor Lucinus, A. D., 320. At that period great perseegllh
tions were raised by the Roman emperors against the early Christiand
Agricola, the governor of the province, published on order directing
army to sacrifice to the pagan deities. Into this army, called the Thu
. dering Legion, a number of Christians had enlisted.  Torty of these, in th8&
strength and vigor of youth, had received many rewards for their valofl
and had been advanced to places of trust. They were equally distinguig)
ed for the purity of their lives, and their zealous adherence to the requirgg
ments of Christianity. When Agricola. published his order, these fort#
Christian soldiers represented their peculiar situation, and refused to joidg
their cotnrades in the act of sacrifice.  This refusal irritated the governorg
to whose meunaces they returned this heroic answer—that his power dif
not extend to their will, it only extended to the infliction of corporal puinf
which they had learned to despise when they became soldiers; and thi§
no tortures which could be ibflicted upon them, or which might be threa
ened, should force them to forsake their religion. Upon this they wud
cruelly tortured, and then put in prison, and confined their for a week]
“being fastened together by chains. '

The governor, highly incensed at their courage, devised for them 1
extraordinary kind of death. It was near the end of the winter, whichi
very cold in Armenia, and a strong cast wind which blew at that time in
creased the severity of the cold. Under the walls of the town was a rireg
which was frozen. Agricola ordered the protesting soldiers to be exposeq
naked on the ice, during the coldest part of the night, till the violencal
of it should cause their death. A warm bath was placed at a distaucef
in order that any of them, overcome with pain, and ready to deny theid
faith, might avail themselves of its virtues. .

The whole of this band of forty readily consented to undergo the seven
trial, and went cheerfully to their place of punishment. Severe as wa
their trial, they sddressed words of encouragment to each other, and amon
the prayers that were offered to God was one, that he would preserve the
number entire, and that no one of them might prove unfaithful. Theid
desire was fulfilled, but in a way different from that in which they intendd
ed it, and which may remind the reader of the full of Judas and the el
tion of Mathias. Having for a considerable time endured the thrilling
agony of the freezing air, one unhappy sufferer relented, and was carried

into the bath to be restored by the warmth. He did not however, sa
his temporal life by his sad apostacy. While the gates of heaven wer
just opening to his view ; while the hands of angels were preparing bi
erowns of victory, and saints expected his ascending spirit, the wretche]
apostate rose from his icy couch, erawled to the seductive bath, and, stoop
ing into the warm emollient water, expired |

The plice of this unhappy man was supplied by a soldier who had
charge of the bath, and who had been watching the martyrs. He hasten
ed to join them, crying out that he was a Christian. e was bound with
chains, and placed among them. At length they all expired from thd
o0ld, and their dead bodies were heaped together, and carried away to b



AGAINST PROCRASTINATION, 349

psumed by fire. The youngest of these martyers, whose name was
Biliton, was found alive after all the rest were dead. The executioners
woght his mother to him, hoping that she might be able to persuade him
b deny his faith and live.  She was a poor women and a widow, but she
0 brought up her son in the faith of the christian religion. She came
M lim ; his limbs were frozen, his breath was short, and his power of

wch gone, he could only look at her and make signs to endeavor to con-
e her.  She exhorted him to persevere to the end, and then with her
a hands laid him on the chariot where the dead bodies of his compan-
:shad been placed, and followed him rejoicing in his victory.

# O for a faith that will not shrink,
Though press’d by every foe,
That will not tremble on the brink

Of any carthly wose {”

AGAINST PROCRASTINATION.

W Flix, alas, is the prototype of many persons in our own day. Thou-
:ds, whose understandings are enlightened by the truths of the Bible,
e judgments are convineed, and whose consciences are more or lesg
ymed, in word, who feel the necessity of a preparation for death and
joment, are in our Christian country deiiberately and with their eyes
w putting off the day of repentance and salvation to what they deem a
re « convenient season.”  This, perhaps, is the sin of modern times—
B: sin of multitudes who frequent places for Christian worship. They
ot deny the truths of the gospel—they are not infidel enough for that
Bhey admit the force of those truths; in the prospect of death, they feel
ighnsy ; under the faithful preaching of the word of God they are seri-
@:ly impressed, and in their hearts know that it is both their duty and
dr interest to yield themselves to God and obtain the forgivencss of
298¢ sins through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ,—yet they wilfully
rmaking their peace with God, and thereby risk the loss of their
ious souls! Tolly, bow great—infatuation, how awful! Millions
e cone from Christian ordinances down to the regions of eternal pain,
aply beeause they yiclded to this dangerous and reckless spirit of pro-
Wtination! O could we but read their hearts now, how bitter would we
i@ their self-recriminations—how excruciating would appear their aceusa-
W of conscience ! Damned, cternally damned, prospects blighted, hope
inguished, black despair felt, souls for ever lost, because the present
pihem was never deemed a convenient season for seeking God and secur-
®;salvation!  And thousands upon thousands more in Christian lands

b: 00w pursuing the same course, are living in the same neglect, are pass-
s by present for the sake of future opportunities! Lord, have mercy on

rastinating sinners! They risk their all for this strange delusion.
Wity hour, every moment they are in danger of “ hell-fire,” yef they pus
¥ the evil day, or rather the good day of repentance! They will not
on conviction, will not now make up their minds to serve God, but
3:1d all for the sake of a more convenient season! What will be the
Rlctions of souls who in this world keew their Master’s will, but did it
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not, when they awake up in the pit of hell, when they are made to fi
that the “door is shut” for ever! O, if the eye of any procrastinatiy
sinner should rest on thesc words, let me bescech him to halt no longe
between two opinions, but now, at once, without one moment's delay, t
seck the Lord while he is to be found, and call upon him while he isney
—to wrestle, to agonizc to enter in at the straight gate, and decide “fy
God to live and die!”

REV. JOHN FLETCHER'S PREACHING.

On my occasional visits I was struck with several things. Prea
ing on Noah as a type of Christ, he was in the midst of a most wj
mating description of the terrible day of the Lord, when he sudden
paused, every feature of his expressive countenance was marked wit
painful feeling ; and, striking his forchead with the paln of his han
he exclaimed, ¢ Wretched man that I am! Beloved brethren, it ofte
cuts me to the soul, as it does at this moment, to reflect that, whil
have been endeavoring by'the force of truth, by the beauties of hl
ness, and even by the terrors of the Lord, to bring you to walk in tl
peaceful paths of rightcousness, I am, with respect to many of yo
who reject the gospel, only tying millstones about your neck to sin
you deeper into perdition!” The whole church was electrified, an
it was some time before he could resume the subject.

On another occasion, after the morning service, he asked if any of th
congregation could give him the address of a sick man whom he desirn
to visit He was answered, “ he is dead, siv.”> “Dead! dead!" }
exclaimed ; another soul launched into eternity ! What can I dofy
him now ? Why, my friends, will you so frequently serve me in thi
manner? I am not informed that you are ill till I find you dying, o
hear that you are dead ! Then, sitting down, he covered his hea
with his gown ; and when the congregation had retired, he walke
home buried in sorrow, as though he had lost a friend or brother
Rev.” Melvitle Iorne.

THE BIBLE.

How comes it that this little volume, composed by humble men in
rude age, when art and science were in their childhood, has exerted mar
influence on the human mind, and on the social system, than all the othe
books put together ?  Whence comes it that this book hLas achieved sud
marvelous changes in the opinions of mankind; has banished idol-worship
has abolished infanticide; has put down polygamy and divorce; esalte
the coundition of women; raised the standard of public morality; create
for families that blessed thing, a christian home; and effected other trj
umphs, by causing benevolent institutions, open and expansive, to sprin
up as with the wand of enchantment 2 'What sort of a book is this, tha
even the winds and waves of human passions obey it ?  What other engin
of social improvement has operated so long, and yet lost none of its virtue
Since it appeared, many boasted plans of amelioration have been tried s
failed; many codes of jurisprudence have arisen, run their course, and
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Qired. Empire after empire has been launched on the tide of time, and
ne down leaving no trace on the waters. But this Book is still going
\out doing good, leavening society with its holy principles, cheering the
Jorrowful with its consolations, strengthening the tempted, encouraging
Bte penitent, calming the troubled spirit, and smoothing the pillow of
Biath. Can such 2 book be the offspring of 2 human genius?  Does not
e vastness of its effects demeonstrate the excellency of the power to be of
Wiod 2—Dr. M Cullough. )

—

THE INTIDEL'S DAUGHTER.

& In the city of London there lived a little girl, who attended for
Biree years, and by stealth, the teachings of a Sunday School. Com-
ing under the saving influence of truth, she became concerned for her
ather—a noted infidel, and active opposer of Christianity. She ob-
@luined a Bible, but knew not how to put it into his hands, for she
@red his displeasure, and dreaded any prohibition whiech might de-
@rive her of the prized advantages of the Sunday School.  She retired
foseck Divine guidance. The father, passing the door of the apart-
iM0nt, heard the voice of his child; it was the voice of prayer—she
mayed for him. He became affected, agitated, distressed. After a
itle while the family assembled at the tea-table; the beverage was
hmded round, but he could not partake. «Is there a Bible in the
bouse 27 he said. My dear,” replied the wife, apprehensive of the
posed repetition of the act, « did you not burn every Bible that we
hd, not leaving so much as one ¥’  «Is there any good book, then ¥’
heinquired, His little daughter, thinking God might be answering her
mayer, arose, took him by the hand, and asked him to go with her;
ud, when they had left the room, looking inte his face, said : ¢ Father,
urely you won’t be angry with me; 1 know you won’t be angry
with me; come with me and I will get you one.” And she
bought him and gave him the Bible, which for this very purpose she
hd procured. - He felt deeply, and trembling while he handed it
bk to her, said : ¢ My child, I camot read this book, will you read
ifor me 9 She did so, and then taking her in his arms, he kissed
ber and said : “'T'ell me, my ehild, where did you get this book, and
tow did you obtain this knowledge of it?” She told him all—how
e attended the Sunday School, the effect upon hersclf, and how she
became coneerned for his salvation. That very evening he accom-
panied her to the chapel. As they entered the minister was engaged
mprayer ; his manner and address made a powerful impression on
¢ father's mind, for he scemed to talk with God ; the sermon aided
deepening the impression. It was an interesting sight when, two
ir three Sundays atterwards, that father appeared in that chapel, with
is wife and nine children, and openly renounced his infidelity. That
was the Weigh House Chapel—the minister, Thomas Binney ; and
at infidel, reclaimed through the influence of Sunday School instrae-
ion on the heart of his child, was the celebrated author of the « Every
ay Book,” William Hone.

~
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On Sewrrrual. Ligur~~The natural sun entering upon the pols
regions, which have been locked up in the death, and frost, and da
ness, of their long winter, and filling all things with life, and ligh
and warmth, is but a fecble emblem of the entrance of the Sun
Rightoousness on the cold, and dead, and dark regions of the hum
heart. Itis aland of darkness, as darkness itself, inhabited by Iid
and vain imaginations, and lying under the shadow of death. Itis
chaos, and a terror to itself whenéver it can look upon itself. Buty
sooner does the Sun enter, no sooner does the dead heart drink
quickening beams, but revives ; it tinds that the light is life; the dai
ness, and the fear, and the frozen death are past; there is a new prin
ciple of life imparted; the cold and torpid heart begins to open i
rigid and shrunken veins to reccive the life-blood, and the quickenin
spirit which flows from him who is the heart and the head of the spirig
ual universe. It finds that the light is love, and that uncreated, au
embracing and omnipotent love, is its joyful and satisfying portio
through all eternity. ¢ Surely the light is sweet, and a pleasant thind
it is for the ¢yes to beholdithe sun.”

Poctry

AN UNANNANAAAAAN

ABSENT FRIENDS.

1. Lonely I sit by the old cherry tree
Which casts a shade o'er the gently flowing brook,
Thinking of friends fondly cherished by mie,
Of whom perchance I have caught the last sad look.

3. One a wanderer is 1n Columbia’s land,
Whose shores arc washed by the proud ocean wave;
Whom we pray may be guided by God’s good hand,
And whom at last through bis mercy he may save.

8. Onc in a golden land has roaming been,
Secking a fortune which he here could not gain;
‘Who for cight long, long years, we have not scen,
But hope he may a treasure in Heaven obtain,

4. One more is miss’d from our circle of friends,
‘Who wishes for deeper researches of lore;
And many & weary day shall we spend,

Ere we pass happy hours, asin days of yore.

6. 'With many of our dear friends we're striving
To live here below for a sweet rest above; |
And through the “Blood of the Lamb” we’re hoping
With Jesus to dwell in that “ Eden of love.” .

September, 1862 A, WILLISTON: §
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devative Lieces,

TANNRSANAAAAANANAS

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD,
OF ST. ANDREWS.

Samuel Rutherford was in his day
the most popular Preacher in Scot-
land. He was first Professor of Phil-
osophy in the College of Edinburgh,
3 but was soon afterwards ordained and
B scttled as Minister of the parish of An-
woth, in Galloway. Many of his par-
ishoners here were eminently pious ;
the revival of Kirkcudbright, under
the ministry of John Welsh, having
extended to this parish;; and under
his own ministry many were brought
to the true knowledge and practice of
rligion. The effect of his devo-
B tional and affectionate sermons upon
the minds of the simple people to
B vhom he ministered was very great.
B He had a strange singing tonc, some-
W times rising, like that of our - .wn Ben-
M on, almost to a scream ; and when he
@ spoke of Jesus Christ his large quick
& tlue eyes were turned upward, and of-
ten filled with tears. We can almest
M imagine that we hear the thrilling
g ones with which he uttered the fol-
M bwing sentences, on a comsmunion-
g {abbath, at Kirkcudbright, in 1633,
Wrhen he preached from the text,
“And God shall wipe away all tears.”
- Here,” said he, is Christ’'s welcome
W lome to poor sinners; for they come
all to him with wet faces, and bleared
sith tears for sin and the manifold
toubles of this lifc ; and Christ meets
M hem at the door with a fair soft nap-
Min in His hand, and puts up His

tand to their faces, and says, ¢ Hold
jour tongues, my dear bairns: ye shall
Muever weep again’ And indeed, in
Moy judgment, it is a speech borrow-
W from a mother, that has a baim
@rith & broken face, and it waes her
@tart to see him so ; and she sits down

id wipes the tears from his eyes, and

bys her hand softly on the wound,
Wid laps his head in her breast, and

lights* away the blood, and lays her

%0 arms about him, and their is no

adof fair words, So, when Christ
@ud,we shall meet in Heaven, He will
Aliussi us, and wipe away all tears, and

t Embrace,

* Wipes
-3

lay our heads in His bosom, and the
voice of weeping shall be no more
heard.”

In 1636 Rutherford was banished for
nonconformity to Aberdeen; where
he remained two years. During his
banishment he wrote the letters which
have been so frequently published
since ; and of which Richard Baxter
has said, “ Hold off the Bible, such a
book was never published.” Ethereal
and impassioned, his words fall upon
the car as though he spoke not a dia-
lect of earth, but the language of saints
above; like tones of a heavenly harp
struck by an angel’s hand. Againand
again we have the heartfelt entreaties
of the faithful Minister,as when he
thus writes to his people : “ God is
my witness, that your heaven would
be two heavens to me, and the salva-
tion of you all as two salvations to
me‘"

The General Assembly met at Glas-
gow in 1638. At this remarkable As-
sembly the cause which Rutherford
had espoused was triumphant. Soon
afterwards, he returned to Anwoth,
and for a short time resumed his min-
istry there. In the same year, how-
ever, he removed to St. Andrews;
where he continued to labour as Pro-
fessor of Theology, and in the exercise
of his ministry, until his death. He
was one of the four Scottish Commis-
sioners who were appointed to mecet
with the Westminister Assembly in
1643.

Rutherford was a man of singular
diversity of talents, and of great la-
boriousness. Patrick Simpson says of
him, “He seemed to be always pray-
ing, always preaching, always visiting
the sick, always catcchising, always
writing and studying.” He rosc at
three o'clock in the morning, and all
his time was spent in the public or
private duties of his ministry or pro-
fessorship. He excelled in contro-
versy,” but he never could keep up
the controversy to the close of his
discourse : it secemed alien to his na-
ture ; and he would suddenly break off
to commend Christ, or to mourn over
the prevailing evils of the times. On
one occasion, when preaching on the
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disputed points of that day, he sudden-
ly stopped, and after & pause, he broke
out thus : * Woe is unto us for these
sad divisions, that make us losc the
fuiv scent of the Rose of Sharon ;” and
then he went on to speak of Christ in

his own glowing style and soaring.

tones ; upon which one of his hearers
exclaimed, in a loud whisper, “ Ay,
now you are right, hold you there! ”

The restoration of Charles 11, took
place in 1660, and the Kirk of Scot-
land was again subjected to much per-
secution.  Rutherford died just in
time to avoid an ignominious death.
He wag cited to appear before the
Council at Bdinburgh, on a charge of
high treason : the summons found him
on his death-bed ; and when it was
read to him, he replied, #Tell them I
have got @ summons already before a
a superior Judge and judicatory, and
it behoves me to answer my first sum-
mons ; but before your day arvive, I
will be where few kings and great
folks come.” When the messengers
veturned, and reported that he was
dying, the. Pacliament with impotent
madice, voted him out of the college.
There were a few dissenting voices ;
and when the vote was announced,
one of this number nobly and feeling
remarked, ¢ You may vote the good
man out of college, but you cannot
vote him ont of heaven” Some one
profancly replied, ¢ He will never win
there : hell is too good for him” I
wish,” said Lord Burleigh, “ I were as
sure of heaven as he is: I would think
myself happy to geta grip of his sleeve
to hand me in.?

Rutherford's death-bed was a very
hessed one, as we might expect after
such a life  On onc oceasion, address-
ing Robert Blair, hesaid, “Now I feel, I
believe, enjoy, 1 rejoice; I feed on man-
na, I have angels’ food ; my eyes shall
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sce my Redeemer: I know that He shait B
stand at the latter day on the earth,}
and I shall be caught up to mecet Hin*
in the air.” When some one spoke offR"
his laborious ministry, he said, 1 dis.§
claim all: the port I would be in at, i:8
redemption and forgiveness of sinsfg
through Christ’s blood.” When neug
his end, he cxclaimed, “I sleep ingl
Christ ; aud when I awake, T shiall tef
satisficd with His likeness O
arms to cmbrace him! O for a well}
tuned harp! I hear Him saying to me§
¢Come up hither”” Qvercome with
the sensible enjoyment of the Divinel
favour, he at length breathed out hig
soul, just after he had uttered the fol-J8
lowing words, *Glory, glory, dwulleth
in Emmanuel’sland 7 e diced on the
28th of February, 1661.

Shortly after his death, his book cu ¥
titled “ Lex Rex,” was burnt by thJ§
public exeentioners; first at Edinburg,
and then at the gate of the collegew
St Andrews. When Charles I read
this ook, he remarked it would nevey
he answered.  And Wodrow, after gy
ing an nccount of its being burnt, add:3
1t was much easier to burn the book
than to answer it.”

The following epitaph was engravdd
on the tombstone which was crected t
his memory at 8t. Andrews, in 1733 §

** What tongue, what pen, what skill of mee,
Can famous Ruthertord commend?
1lis learning justly raised his fame ;
True_godliness adorn’d his name:
He did converse with things above,
Acquainted with Em.uanuel’s love.
Most orthodox ke was, and sound ;
And many errors did confound,

For Zion’s King, and Ziea’s cause,
And Scotland’s convenunted laws,
Most carnestly he did contend,

Until his 1ime was at an end,

That he wan* to the full fruition

Of that which he had geen in vision.”

¥ Attained,

Loxpor YEARLY MEETING STATISTICS.
—The Friend's Intelligencer gives an
abstract of the returns of the London
Yearly Mecting, The number of
members includes 6,463 males and
1,378 females, o total of 13,841, being
18 less than at the end or 1860. The
births in 1861 were 488 ; deaths, 268.
53 joined by convincement, and 45

were disowned ; 16 had been re-admi
ted, and 77 resigned; 34 removed
from other yearly mectings; 28 rg
moved to other ycarly meetings. Thod
number of meetings for worship in b9
vearly mecting was 317, of which 14
consisted of less than 20 membes:
Of the 81 monthly meeting, 16 bavg
less than 50, and 7 upward of i



Bacmbers. In 41 of the meetings for
Wrorship thero is but one Friend in the
ation of overseer, and in 74 others
Where is none. The proportion of re-
'( Rular attenders not in membership
niics from 5 per cent. to one locality
» 56 per cent. in another. As to
W:bools chiefly intended for members,
flud 330 in the four principally design-
4 for non-members.
 Jows 1x Apyssinta.—There are about
30,000 Jews in ADyssinia, who bear
B namne of Fallashes. They are not
attered about the country, but oc-
Ry almost exclusively a tract of
antry to the southeast of Goundar.
bese Tatlashes are mostly in casy
icumstances, and enjoy a degree of
Wasideration, M. Stein, 2 missionary
@l known among the Jews, visited
em sast year, esays:
farepniring to Abu Mahri’s resi-
buce, w2 anticipated for some time

X)
“‘a at we might encounter from him
“,‘: me strenuous opposition.  What
:l:l.-' i our joy at finding ourselycs
oo ity welcomed both by high

it and by about forty of his
Wiordinates.  As etiquette requires
stastranger should always approach
Abyssinian chief with an oflering,
wesented Abu Mahri with a Bible
some white robes. He displayed o
wly sutisfaction at receiving these
Bicus of our csteem.  Several min-
;- had elapsed before we recovered
lcomposure.  'When every one had
eracd to his place, we expressed a
By sense of gratitude for the marks
siection which we had encountered.
:reiterated our assurance that our
: object in coming to visit the
Jotry had been to introduce the
¥l of God there, and to imstruct
Jsin the way of salvation by lead-
go toa perfeet knowledge of their

i the Saviour. Hereat they all
Ruifested a desire to be immediately
Bin possession of the fundamentul

hs of our boly faith, and we made
. R to satisfy their demands. Many

gem declared that onr words were
Bk an echo of those of Moses and
®id, (vhich make up that part of
Bible with which they are best ac-
ted,) and they would be happy
W usa long time dwelling among

b, in order to go to the bottom of
W important subjects with us.
ahri himself, addressed me in a
of emotion, said, “One of two

‘
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things—cither you will become one of
too things —either you witl become one
of ours, or we will become one of yours.”
and to give you a proof of the interest
with which our missions inspircd him,
the worthy chief was so good as to en-
large our suite by a learned Fallash,
Debtarah, who was charged to accom-
pany us into all the places inhabited
by Jews, inviting them to reccive us
as friends and pay attention to our
words.

Evaxaenicst Tueoroay 1y Geryaxy.
—It has long been cause of regret that
arevived theology in Germany is so
slow in penctrating the masses of the
people, and bringing practical fruits.
Jorty years have brounght wondrou.
changes over the universities. Five
and twenty years have produced in-
credible improvements in the Protes-
tant pulpits of Germany. Still the
great body of the people remained un-
moved, and ceven where the Spirit of
God, like a mighty wind, has been
working, only the surface of the stag-
nant pool seems to be stirved. Iiven
where the visible body of believers has
been growing like the grain of mustard,
and extending the branches high and
wide, there has been comparatively
little of the thorough leavening of the
lnmp. Pious people compla n of this
state of things in themsclves and their
familices ; ministers complain of the
want of power in the means of grace in
their parishes, and professors in theiv
colleges. But, most of all, strangers
who visit us, and sce only the surface
of Christian society, often go away
with the impression that matters stand

much worse than they really ave.  But
why should it be otherwise? Long

after the risen Saviour had been ban-
ished from the universities his name
was honoured in the pulpits; and long
after many a Mary had mourned in the
dim twilight, « They have taken away
my Lord out of the pulpit, and I know
not where they have laid him;” long,
long was family worship kept up, and
morning, noon and night the venera-
ble sive laid the open Bible on the
family table. Andif, by God’s bless-
ing, the number of faithful Gospel
preachers is now incredibly multiplied,
we have nced of patience till the liv-
ing seed takes root,and grows and-
brings forth fruit—News of the.
Churches.
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Norwav.—~In a religious point of
view Norway is one of the most inter~
esting countries in Europe. Inhabit-
ed by an extremely simple people,
Christianity has naturally found its
place it the domestic and social life of
the people. Thus, to give only one
example, all the newspapers, even the
large official ones, insert on Saturday
a list of sermors to be preached on
the following day, together with the
texts; and then on Sunday morning
this list is repeated, and accompanied
with those of the religious services for
the week, Among theadvertisements
appear those of religious works; and
articles arc occasionally written on
the various religious questions which
concern the district. Sunday is almost
as strictly observed as in England,
No warchouse, or office, not even the
post-office, is open; the stchmboats,
the only means of locomotion, are so
arranged as to be, as much as possible,
at anchor on that day. In short, pri-
vate and public life is so oreronized
that religious life may find ivs place
without difficulty. In this domestic
end national piety there is, doubtless,
much formalism. There is a dark
side to the picture. In this thoroughly
Protestant country you may often see
in farm-houses images of the loiy
Virgin and of the sacred heart of Mary.
A great number of the churches are
even now in the identical condition in
which they were found before the Re-
formation. The church at Bergen, for
example, possesses an altar of thor-
oughly Catholic appearance, surmount-
ed by a large statue of the Virgin, with
an immensc wax taper on cach side.
Other older churches resemble pago-
das, with suns and dragons.—Leiter ir
“ La Croiz.”

Frep Cuurcr SraTistics —The Free
Church possesses 800 places of wor-
ship, erected at a cost of £734,641.
She has laid out £339,000 on 565
manses for her ministers. She bas
built 620 schools at an outlay of £207,-
700. Besides these, there are churches,
manses, and schools, to the estimated
value of £50,000, erected at the ex-
pense of private individuals, and not
appeering in the public accounts, The
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three colleges of the Free Church cogt
her £52,459 ; her Normal Schools cost !
£22,564; her Aszembly Hall £8,500:
her offices in Mound  Place £7,500.
The total cost of buildings has been
£1,422,364. Besides these, the church
ig possessed of propertics in connec.
tion with her various mission stations
in India and Africa, a chapel and
mission-house at Malta, and a church
at Gibraltar, Tinally, she is possessed
of investments in securicties of varioys
kinds, belonging to the wid ows’ fung,
the aged and infirm ministers’ fund,
and the several schemes, amounting
inall to £226,754. All these proper.
ties and values may be called the fixed
capital of the Free Church. To give
life and motion to the whole, she ks
acquired a yearly income, most remark.
able for its steadiness and constancy,
which may be stated in round numbers,
but quite within the mark, at £264;
000  Of this annual revenue, the sug
of £112,000 belongs to the sustentation
fund ; £14,000 to the purposc of edues
ticn in schools and colleges, and £36,
000 te missions.—Record of the Fra
Church.

Russian lady of the highest rank, con
firming the statement that the Emperor
had beer induced to enconragethe tran,
slation of the Scriptures into the mod
ern Russ, the vernacular of the nany
millions of Russians who belong toth
National Church, and of the two o
three millions of Dissenters, suchs
the Molokani and others, The trans
lation of the cntire New Testame
has been finished, the publication o
all the Gospels and of the Acts of th
Apostles has been made, and man
thousands have already been put i
circulation. The publication of th
Epistles and the Book of Revelatio
will soon follow. A few monthssg
we could scarcely hope to hear suc
good news from that great empir
The Lord be praised for it, for, afteral
it is & part of  his doings” who is Kin
in Zion, and in whose hand is the gov
ernment of the ecarth, with its man
rulers and its nations,



kg A Vorcano cax po —Coto-
.in 1738, threw its fiery rockets
) feet above its crater, while in
the blazing mass, struggling for
outlet, roared so that its awful
2 was heard a distance of more
h600 miles. In 1797 the crater of
nragua, one of the great peaks of
Andes, flung out torrents of mud,
B dammed up rivers, opencd new
5 and in valleys ofa thousand fect
hmade deposits of 600 feet deep.
stream from Vesuvius, which in
ipassed through Torre del Greco,
ined 33,600,000 cubic feet of solid
er; and in 1794, when Torre del
o was destroyed a second time,
Amass of lava amounted to 45,000,-

B cubic feet. In 1679, /Btna
¢«Mbd forth a flood which covered

ty-four square miles of surface, and
wred nearly 100,000,000 cubic

On this occasion the sand and
iz formed the Monte Rossi, ncar
list, & cone two miles in circum-
and 4000 feet high. The
lm thrown out by AStna in 1810
inmotion at the rate of a yard per
fior nine months after the cruption;
on record that the lavas of the
mountain, after a terrible erup-
were not thoroughly cooled and
didated ten years after the event.
¢ eruption of Vesuvius, A. D. 79,
goorie and ashes vomited forth far
fuded the entive bulk of the moun-
"M vhile in 1660 JAdtna disgorged
B than twenty times its own mass.
RWvivs bas thrown its ashes as far as
antinople, Syria, and Egypt; it
i stones cight pounds in weight
mpeii, a distance of six miles,
k similar masses were tossed up
feet above its summit. Cotojaxi
wojected a block of 1€9 cuiic
sin volume a distance of nine
5,and Sombawa, in 1815, during
gi0st terrible eruption on record,
its ashes as far as Java, adistance
fmiles of surface, and out of a
lation 0f12,000 souls only twenty
pid —London Journal,
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Pueyaciry oF Heuyuxe-Bmps.—A
writer on humming-birds describes
their fighting propensities: «JIt is a
most pugnacious bird. Many a time
have I thought to secure a fine male,
which I had, perhaps, been following
from tree to tree, and had at last seen
quictly perch on a leafless twig, when
my deadly attention has been antici-
pated by one less so in fact, but to all
appearances, equally so in will, Ano-
ther humming-bivd rushes in, knoeks
the one I court off his perch, .and the
two go fighting and screaming away at
a pace hardly to be followed by the
eye.  Another time the fighting is sus-
tained in mid-air, the belligerents
mounting higher and higher, till the
one worsted in the battle darts away,
secking shelter, followed by the victor
who never relinquishes the pursuit till
the vanquished, by doubling and
hiding, succeeds in making his escape.
These fierce raids are not waged alone
between members of the same species.
The exquisite frill-necked coquette and
royal blue myrtle-suckers, are greatly
addicted to fighting. Itisvery seldom
that two males meet without an aerial
battle. The contest commences with
a sharp choleric shriek ; after which,
with dilated throats, the feathers of the
whole of their bodies erected on end,
and their tails outspread, they begin
to fight with their bills and wings, and
the least powerful soon falls to the
ground or flics away. I have .cver
known one of these Lattles last _onger
than about ten scconds; auu in the
specimens I have had under my notice
in cages, their fighting has mostly end-
ed in the splitting of the tonguc of one
of the two, which then surely dies
from being unable to feed.”

Frosr Music.—1 was once belated in
Canada on a fine winter day, and was
riding over the hari snow on the mar-
gin of a wide lake, when the most faint
and mournful wail that could break a
solemn silence seemed to pass through
me like a dream. I stopped my horse
and listened, For some time I could
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not satisfy myself whether the music
was in the air or in my own brain. I
thought of the pine forest, which was
not far off, but the tone was not harp-
like, «nd ‘there was not a breath of
wind. Then it swelled and approach-
cd, and then it secmed to be mlles
away in a moment, and again it moan-
ed as if under my very fu: Itwasin
fact almost under my feet It was the
voice of the winds imprisoned under
the pall of ice suddenly castover them
Ly the peremptory power of the frost,
Nobody there had made air-holes, for
the place was a wilderness ; and there
was no escape for the winds, which
must moan on till the spring warmth
should release them They were
fastened down in silence; bhut they
would come out with an cxplosion
when, in some still night, aftera warm
spring day, the ice would blow up, and
make a crash and 2 racket from shore
to shore. So 1 was told at my host's
that evening, where I arrived with
something of the sensation of a haunted
man, It had been some time before
the true idea struck me, and meanwhile
the rising and falling moan made my
very heart thrill again.—Onee o 1eel.
Ax INTERESTING ExrERIMENT —TWo
hundred pounds of earth were dried in
an oven and afterward put into a Lurge
carthenware  vessel;  the carth was
then moistened with rain-water, and a
willow-tree, weighing five pounds, was
placed therein.  During the space of
five years the carth was carcfully water-
ed with rain-water, or pure water. The
willow grew and flourished, and to pre-
vent thc carth being mixed with fresh
carth, or dust l.-lo\\ n into it by the
wmd it was covered with 2 small metal
1 htl,, perforated with o great num-
ber of small holes, suitable for the free
admission of air on)y. After growing
in the carth for five years, the willow-
tree was removed, and found to weigh
169 pounds and about three ounces.
The leaves which fell from the tree
every Autumn were not included in
this weight.  The carth was then re-
moved from the vessel, again dried in
the oven, and afterward \\ushcw it
was afterward discovercd to have lost
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only about two ounces of its origin}
weight; thus 164 pounds of lignum §
woody fibery bark, roots, ctc., werece®
tainly produced, but from w}mt Sotirca)
—Griffith's Chemzstr/ of the Scusons. .

To Cure DirtTuenia.—A gentlcma
who has administered the followin
remedy for diptheria, informs us thy
it hasalways proved effectual in aflu gl
ing speedy relief: take a common tok
hacco pipe, place a live coul withigy
the Lowl, drop alittle tar npon tig:
coal and let the patient draw smo
into the mouth and discharge §
through the nostrils.  'The remedy
safe and simple, and should be tri
whenever oceasion may require. M
valuable lives may be saved, ourj
formant confidently believes, W
prompt treatment as above. ‘

Tue Bezen Ture~—~The beech trec
said to be a non-conductor of lighy
ning.  So notorious is the fact, thi
the Indmns whenever the sky wa
the appearance of a thunder-stong
Teave their pursuits and take refu
under the nearest beech tree.  InTe
nessee the people consider it a cof
plete protection.  Dr. Beceton in a iy
ter to Dr. Mitchell, states that 1
beech tree is never Luoxx n to be struc
by atmospheric clectricity, while otk
trees are often shattered into splimer
—May not a knowledge of this ailugg.
protection to many when exposed?

A Remepy ror Sea Sicxyess.—Inal
ordinary cases, if in dread of sea-sicigl
ness, lic down on the back at least
quarter of an hour before the vessf
starts, No position but that of recu
beney on the back will do.  Let i
body, and back, become, as it werd
part of the vessel, participating in it
motion without muscular cfiort. Th
precauntion is often of itself sufitciend
It will be of little use to assume thi
position after the sickness has cox
menced It must be Dbeforchang
Travellers may like to test this cous
sel  If the result should not be su
cessful, anyhow, the advice will all
same have come to them without fi
—Dr. Corrigaw’'s Ten Days in Jthey
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15508 OF Scornaxp.~—The report
I::h has been issued from the Census
weof Scotland with the population
Is, just published, states that it
8 becn ascertained that there have
3no less than 787 islands around
Scoitish coast, taking as the defini-
sof an island that it shall be of
dent extent to afford pasture to a
5,39 per cent. of the popula-
-164,994 persons—were found re-
sr on the 186 of those islands
B ave inhabi ed by one or more
s, In all Scotl nd there are
2t 190 persons (99.7) to a square
B 6.41 acres to cvery person; but
M untry is so ragged and mountain-
that it is very questionable whether
- than onc-third of it could cver
Bindered arable. The county of
shurgh has 746 persons to a square
B the county of Sutherland only
The natural rate of increase in
fnd in the ten years 1851-61, by
 of births over deaths, is be-
Adto have Dbeen 14 per cent.; but
pepulation found there in 1861
only six per cent more than in
E. co many arc the Scotchmen who
“ewhere to better themselves or
"B iortunes.  This large emigration
saway more men than wemen,
the proportion of females to males
sater in 1861 than in 1851, hav-
as¢it 1o 111.2 females to 100 mades
sfTater excess of women probably

Vesig
cceilk it any European cowutry, and
hedi 25 must be prejudicial to the

ity of the kingdom  In Eng-
there were only 105.2 females to
ales, hut Scotland sends out neer
ficeas large a proportionof her peo-
1: emigrants, and supplies more

wice as large a proportion to the
chandgantile navy. But by fur the most
conzji=ting portion of thosetablesis the
e suc of the house accommodation of
alltt@knd. 1t shows that 7,964 families,

thau 1 per cent. of all the 666,-
Wamilics of Scotland, were found
far living in single rooms which
fro window. 226,723 families
fonnd living in one voom, cach
toe or move windows, but often
tapology for & window, 35 per
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cent, of all the families in Scotland—
more than one-third—are living in
one room, A still greater number, 31
per cent., nearly a quarter of i million
of families, live in only two rooms,
leaving only 28 per cent. living in
houses with three or more rooms. This
would have seemed incredible if ithad
not Leen ascertained oun actuarl in-
quiry IFrom the greater fatality of
epidemic and contagious discases in
Scotland than in England, it is thought
probable that the proportion of fam-
ilies living in only onec or two rooms
is considerably less in England, In
Scotland the census enumerators found
34,648 families, with four persons in
cach family, living in one room; 27,-
519 fanilies, five ina family; 19,503
familics, six in « family; 12,136 fam-
ilies, seven in a family ; 6,212 families,
cight in a family. Glasgow is the
greatest city in Scotland.  Iow is the
population housed? Only one family
in four in that vast city has as many
as three rooms to live in; 4,024 fami-
lies with five persous in each family,
have only one room tolive in; 2,450
familics, with six persons in a family;
1,256 families, with seven persons in
a family. Daisley and Dundec offer
high-paid work, but comparatively few
of the working classes can be expect-
¢d to be living in four rooms and up-
wards; yet only cight and a half per
cent —one in twelve—of the fawmilies
in these towns occupy three rooms.—
Who could have believed all this? It
will certainly be felt to be very start-
ling, this revelation of the ¢normous
numbers of the class by which main-
Iy the cmpire is increased living in
conditions so demoralizing.

Tur Finsr Naroreox —The cmpire
bad made bim old before his time.
Gratificd ambition, satiated pride, the
delights of apalace, aluxurious table,
a voluptuous couch, long vigils, sleep-
less nights, divided between labour
and festive pleasure ; the habit of
riding, which made him corpulent ;
all tended to deaden his limbs and en-
crvate his faculties. An carly obesity
overloaded him with flesh. His
checks, formerly streaked with mus-
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cles, and hollowed by the working of
genius, were broad, full and overhang-
ing, like those of Otho in the Roman
medals of the empire. An excess of
bile mingling with the Llood, gave a
yellow tint to the skin, which at a dis-
tance, looked like a varnish of pale
gold on his countenance. Iis lips
still preserved their Grecian outline
and steady grace, passing easily from
a smile to a menace.  His solid, bony
chin formed an apprupriate base for
his features. Hisnose was but a line,
thin and transparent. The paleness
of his cheeks gave greater brilliancy
to the blue of his eyes. Hislook was
searching, unsteady as a wavering
flame ; an emblem of inquictude. His
forchead seemed to have widened, from
the scantiness of his thin black hair,
which was falling from the; moisture
of continual thought, It might be
said that his head, naturally small,
had increased in size, to give ample
scope between his temples for the ma-
chinery and combinations of a mind,
every thought of which wasan empire.
The map of the world which secemad to
be incrusted on the orb of that reflective
head. But it was beginning to yield;
and he inclined it often on his breast,
while crossing his arms like Frederick
the Great, an attitude and gesture
which he appeared to affect. Unable
any longer to seduce his courtiers and
his soldicrs by the charm of youth, it
was evidenthe wished to fascinate them
Ly the rough, pensive, and disdainful
character of himself—of his model in
his latter days. He moulded himself,
as it were, into the statue of reflectinn
before his troops, who gave him the
nick-name of Father Thoughtful. He as-
sumed the pose of destiny. Something
rough, rude, and savage in his move-
ments revealed his southern and insu-
lar origin. The man of the Mediter-
ranean broke out constantly through
the Frenchman. His nature, too
great and too powerful for the part he
had to play, overflowed on all occasi-
ons. He bore no resemblance to any
of the men around him  Superior
and altogether different, he was an off-
spring’ of the sun, of the sea, and of
the battle-field ; out of his element
even in his own palace, and a stranger
even in his own empire.—Lamartine.

Taxes troN Drizging.—The finance
accounts of the British government
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show that in the financial year
the tax upon spirits produced £128
600, upon wine £1,104,475, upon
and hops £6,191,156, making £19
231in all. Another £1,000,0004
be added for the license duties
those who manufacture or sell gy
wine, and beer. On tea, coffee, ch
cocon, and chocolate the taxatigy
the year amounted £0.£5,993,252,
siderably more than a third o
public income was derived from |
tion upun beverages.

New DiscovERIES 1N CALIFORY
Almost every day brings to light §
new discovery on the Pacific g
until itis fast becoming apparent
the resources of California arg
bounded in extent and illimitalge
character. The gold and silverq
of the Pacific slope have excite
wonder of the world, and in the
duction of the precious metal
have norival. Coal of good q
has been found, and the mines
rapidly being developed. Iron
copper are claiming attention,
will soon be regarded as the mos§
ful and valuable of our own p
tions in the aid they will lend i
mestic manufactures and the 9
arts. We have been shown alg
recently reccived from the Sou
coast, announcing the discovey
Santa Barbara of an immense §
of coal oil, said to be of the hi
quality for illuminating and Iy
ting purposes. The writer say
little labour and slight expensd
spring can be made to yield bef
3,000 and 4,000 gallons per day.
liquid is said to possess at least
cent. ofcoal oil, and from the ay
of inflammablc gas given off at§
temperature it is believed to be
liarly adapted to the manufac
gas for street or other illumi
purposes, instead of the ordina
gas now used. It is gratifying
able to chronicle such discove
it shows that while our sister.
are plunged in the trials andb
of war, California is advancing
1y in all the clements of pros
A hundred fields are still open
industrious adveunturer, and di
is fast bringing to light some N
source of that most wonderfulJii
try.~San Francisco Bulletin,



