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~ Home and Foreign Record

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVINCES,
FEBRUARY, 1S66. ~

THE REV. JOHN GEDDIE.

Our beloved pioncer Missionary has now
left home and country the sccond time, and
bidden us what will prove, in all human
probability, his last farewell, as far as relates
to this world of happy grectings and sad
partings. In such circumstances a short
sketch of his career will not be inappropriate
in a periodical which owes so much of its
interest to the work which he inaugurated,
and with the progress of whivh he has been
«at every step identified.

Mr. GEppie was born in Scotland, but
while he was still an infant his parents re-
moved to Pictou, Nova Scotia. He was
early sct apart by parental picty to the
work of the ministry sr:d, if God should
open up a way, for that work among the
heathen. He was educated under the learn-
ed and venerable Dr. Macculloch, and was
licensed to preach the gospel in May, 1837,
by the Presbytery of Pictou. After a few
months’ service as & probationer in Nova
Scotia and P. E. Island, he, in the aatumn
ot 1837, received a cordial and unanimous
call from the congregations of Cavendish
and New London. This call he accepted,
aud commenced his labours in the congre-
gation in October, 1837. His ordination
took place on the 10th March, 1838,

For nearly nine years he laboured in
P. E. Island with great diligence, and not
without the countensnce and blessing of
Heaven. His heart was thoroughly in his
Master’s work, the Master owned his ser-
vice, and he became much endeared to the
people of his charge. His attontion had

==

been early turned to the condition of the
heathen ; and when a student he had devot-
ed himself in covenant to the foreign field
;f God would accept him and send him
forth to the Gentiles. Iun private intercourse
with ministers and members of the church,
jn Presbytery and in Synod, he agitated
the subject of missions to the heathen. In
this good cause he was early scconded by
the venerable Dr. Keir, and other members
of the I. E. Island Presbytery.

In 1843 this Presbytery brought the sub-
ject by overture before the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia. The
proposal to embark in such an enterprise
as & Foreign Mission was felt to be very
grave indeed ; and it was referred to all
Presbyteries that they might take it into
serious consideration, and report to the Sy-
pod of 1844. In this year the question
came up in due form, and after & very
careful discussion a vote was taken which
showed an equal number for and against
immediate action in the Foreign Mission.
work. Dr. Kz1g, being Moderator, gave
his castiag vote in favour of Mr. Geddie’s
proposal. We say “ Mr. Geddie’s pro-
posal ’—for such it was in point of fact,
though not in point of form. A Foreign
Mission Board was appointed, and the
South Scas selected as a field of operation.
A Missionary was no sooner called for than.
Mr, Geddie offered his services. His offer
was accepted, and he demitted his charge
in P. E. Island in September, 1845. His.
people, at first, refused to give him up.—
They had prayed for the Mission, they had
contributed money for it, but they could
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not think of wving up their pastor, to whom !
they were ardently attached.  Dr. Keir,
who presided at their mecting, proposed
that they should adjoarn for a week, and
pray over the watter,  They met aygain at
the time appointed, and resolved, *“ The
hand of the Lord is here, and we now sub-
mit.”

Mr. Gepore left for the South Seas late
in the fall of 1346. The previous twelve-
mouth ha spent in visiting congregutions
and preparing for his future work. He pro-
ceeded by way of the United States, and
siiled from Newbury Port for the Sandwich
islwds on the 28th January, 1847, After
a tedions and perilous voyage round Cape
Horn the Sandwich Islands were reached
in July. Much kindness was experienced
at the hands of native christians and
American Missionaries in this interesting
group, From the Sandwich Islands Mr.
Geppie proceeded to Sayoa, where he
remained from Qctober, 1847, till the sum-
mer of 1848. Here he enjoyed the kind
hospitality, brotherly counsel, and profes-
sional experience of the Missionaries of the
London Missionary Society, and acquired
much information with regard to the mode
of conducting their work. These Mission-
aries received him as a fellow-worker in the
Lord, and appointed one of their number,
the Rev. Mr. Powell, to co-operate with
him in a new mission. They have ever
continued the fast friends of our Mission
and our Missionaries, and their counsel and
aid have been invaluable.

n the 13th July, 1848, he tanded on
ANEITEUM, the scene of his subsequent
labours. Mr. Powel remained with him
several months tll the work was fairly
begun, and then returned to Samea. Mr.
Geppig was the first Missionary who was
stationed oun this island. He found the na-
tives sunken in the lowest depths of moral
degradation, hateful and hating one another,
and yet uniting in their hatred and distrust
of all white men, whom they regarded as
¢ traders ' of the same character as these
who deal in sandal'wood. For four long
lonely years Mr. Geddie labourcd on that
island, encountering inrumerable trials, and

through the grace of God overcoming every

difiealty.  is life was often in peril. The
club of the assassin was onee and again
raised to deal the fatal blow.  The toreh of
the incendiary was onee and again applied
to the Mission premnses.  The struggle was
protracted and severe, yet the victory came
at Iast.  God honoured his own work. In
May, 1832, the first christian church was
formed on Aneiteum  Fifteen natives were
baptized. IHeathenisn was tostering to its
fall. The island was evidentiy won to
Jehovah.

In 1852 the Rev. John Inglis, of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, Scotland, was
providentially led to aceept Mr. Geddie’s
invitation to co-operate in the good work ;
and, ever since, the two churches have
laboured side by side with the most satis-
factory results.

When Mr. Geddic landed on the island
there was nota written word in the language.
The natives had never scen a Look, and
would be terrified at the sight of one, think-
jng that an evil spirit was i it. The lan-
guage of these people he learnt, and reduced
to writing. He formed a gramnmar and vo-
cabulary, and translated into it the whole
New Testament, the Book of Psalms, and
other portions of God’s word. The New
Testament has been in the hands of the
people for nearly three years, and the Book
of Psalms is just put through the press here,
~the first thing of the kind published in
this country. A church stauds on Aneci-
teum, which is more commodious and sub-
stantial than spy belonging to our home
congregations, It has been erected wholly
by the people themselves, under the direc~
tion of the missionary, and with the use of
tools supplied by Poplar Grove Church in
Halifax. Old and young kave learnt, and
are still learning to read. The voice of
praise and prayer ascends every morning
and evening from hundreds of christian
homes..

Such, in brief, is the presens condition
of Anciteun. Worn by many years of hard
service, in a tropical climate, Mr. and Mrs,
Geddic, with two children, left Anciteum
two years ago for & visit to these provinces.
Of this visit it is not ncedful for us to
speak. Almost sll our congregations have
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seen aud heard our Missionary. e has
travelled thousamds of miles, and adidressed
probably, four leadred meetings, in less
than cighteen months.  Basides all this he
has superintended phe printing of the Psalms
in the native language. ‘These he takes
back with him, a precious memento of
ceaseless industry and buraing real.

The Synod of our Chareh tendereq to
fum the highest honour in its power to
confer — the  Moderator’s  chair.
churches have exhibited every mark of con-
fidlence and of christian affection. The
Presbyterian Churches of New Brunswick
and of Canada have been moved to become
fellow-workers with us in the New Hebrides
Mission. T'he Charch ot Scotland Synod
in this country has also resolved to engage
in the sume blessed enterprise.

Any notice of Mr. Geddie and his work
would be sadly deficient if the invaluable
servives of Mrs. Geddie were ignoved. At
every stage of the work, from its inception
to the present hour, her devoted piety and
culightened zeal, her practical good seuse,
her discreet firmness, her varied talents and
accomplishments, and her highly valued
correspondence, have proved of incalenlable
service. In every respect she has proved
not only a model Missionary’s wife, but
herself & model missionary. Her visit
home has told most powerfully upon the
feelings and affections of our mothers and
sisters in Israel ; and if the mission has not
more friecnds on her account, many of its
triends have been stirred to more earnest-
ness, and more love and zeal in the good
cause.

Be it ours to cherish the remembrance
of this visit, and when the missionaries
have, (as Carey said of himself,) ¢ gone
again to the mine,” let us hold the ropes!

o
THE LATE INTELLIGENGE FROM THE NEW
HEBRIDES.

In past mouths it has devolved on us to
be the bearer of heavy tidings from the
New Hebrides. We bad however thought
it was scarcely possible that anything more

sorrowful than what we have had formerly
to record, could befall our mission. But
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sul as was the tale of discase, and death
amony the natives, incendiarism, death of
one missionary after another, the cruel
murder of two of our agents and the flight
of others, yet these oceasioned us no such
feelings of pain, as the intelligence con-
tained in our present number.  The events
which we had formerly to record, trving as
(hey were, we could look upon as dispensa-
tions of Divine Provilence, filling our
hearts with grief it is true, but o casioning
no shame. But the tidings contained in
some of the letters which we publish this
mouth has filled our souls with a humilia-
tion, which we could not have deemed it
possible,that we could ever have experienced
from that mission.

The leading facts having come to the
knowledge of the public, having been even
made the subject of very severe remarks in
the Australian newspapers ; the Board of
Foreign Missions have published all the
information which they possess. It is deep-
ly to be regretted that the missionaries
have not felt it due to their own character,
10 the board and church at home as well as
to the interests of the mission, to have sent
home fuller explanations regarding proceed-
ings, which we venture to say arc unprece-
dented in the history of modern missions.
But from their own statements as well as
from the information received from Sydney
(Dere cannot be the least doubt of the main
facts. It is too abundantly clear that an
outrage disgraceful to all concerned has
been committed by Commodore Wiseman
on the natives of Tanna, and that proceed-
ings of a similar character though not so
disastrous in their consequences have taken
place on Erromanga. At the former place,
after & peremptory summons to the chiefs
to come on board within two h: ars, com-
menced 8 regular bombardment on the
nlantations of the natives, which were of
course totally destroyed, together with 20
odd canoes, and saddest of all, a number
of lives. We would not presume to speak
at this distance very decidedly on such a
transaction from our own information.
But having the views of the oldest and
most successful missionaries in the South
Seas regarding such a mode of procedure
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-—having the information of those who
have been for years most familiar with the
state of things on these islands, we scruple
uot to denounce these proceedings as un-
Fastifiable outrages, and we would hold our-
~dves as unfaitiiful to the trust imposed on
us of representing our church in the pub-
e press, if we did not at once do what in
s lies to clear her skirts of all complicity
1 such transactions.  In regard to the de-
mand that in twengy-four hours the chiefs
should come on board the British man-of-
war, it is to be observed that thesc were
independent chiefs, who had never owed
any subjection to British authority, and
Commodore Wiseman had no more right
to demand that they should come on board
in that time, than Com. Wilkes would
had to come into Hualifax harbor and
make a similar demand upon our Governor
and his officials, with the same threat of
firing on the city. Besides when 1t is
koown how the natives have hitherso been
treated by white men, that they have been
shot cdown like beasts, their women kid-
napped, and men sometimes muvdered on
board vessels, sometimes carried to other
islands, and sometimes there xiven up to
their enemies to be eaten—while we say
such has been the treatiaent which they have
reccived from white men, need any person
wonder that they should regard white men
as their enemies, and who would expect
them to go on board a whits man's vessel
on such & sumnons, not kuowing what
was to be done to them there. Had they
been ssked to hold an interview with the
Commodore, they would probably have
met him half- way, When Com. Seymour
was at Port Resolution, and wished aa in-
terview with the chiefs, Mr. Geddie urged
them o go oun board, but stated that he
would remain on shore asa hostage for
their safe return. Oa consideration they
said to Mr. G. that they would rather that
he should be cn board with thom, and
that if /.e would plédge his word for their
safety, they would go. Such is the effect
of different systems of treatment.
Unreasonable then as this demand was,
it is however the subsequent destruction of
life and property that calls for special con-

demnation. The reason assigned for this
procceding is the outrages committed on
British subjects. But these outrages have
heen generally if not universally the conse-
quences of outrages committed by white
men, and had the Commaodore wished
to do even-handed justice, he would have
geen far more reason to have punished his
own countrymen, than the natives.  When
the native chiefs of Port Resolution went
on board Com. Seymour’s vessel, at Mr.
Geddie’s suggestion, after replying to the
complaints against them they stared their
complaines against white men.  The result
was that the Comimodore felt that the evil
deeds of the natives were as a feather in
the balance against the outrages committed
on them by white men. We have exam-
ined carefully the letters of the missionaries.
both official and private, to ascertain what
are the outrages complained of, on account
of which these things have been inflicted,
and it seems clearly stated that the main if
not the only reason for what took place on
‘Fanna, was the destruction of Mr. Patou’s
property at the time of his leaving. Pass-
ing for the present the question whether it
is in accordance with the spirit of the gos-
pel to exccute such revenge for the destruc-
tion of a few articles of property, and
whether it would not be well tor christians.
and christian missionaries now as in prim~
itive times in such cases, ‘“ 1o take joyfully
the spoiling of their goods,” we are assured:
by those who have thoroughly examined
the case on the spot, that the pretext was
a most flimsy one. The natives no doubt
wished Mr. P. to leave, and it would have
been wisdom for him to have done so for a
time, leaving the work to be carried on
by native teachers. The older missionariec
urged this course, believing that if he did
not follow it, he would be ultimately driven
off, in which case it would be difficult to
resume operations. Mr. P. determined to
remain, Soon after war broke out not
against the natives or the missionaries, but
between different tribes. Mr. Paton’s
honse stood on what had been their battle-
ground from time immemorial. The
friendly natives urged him to remove his
property. He refused, and as he was warn.
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ed, a tight took place around his premises,
and he fled for safety. Atnight the teach-
ers and the friendly uatives removed to a
place of sifety all his property that thev
could. ‘There remuined however some
articles which t,hc’:_v could not remove, and
fighting having heen resumed on the fol-
lowing day, the natives broke into his
house and destroyed its contents.

What more coulid have been reasonably
expected of the natives? Would British
property have been as well taken care of
on & battle-field between the late Federal
and Confederate armies? Yet for thisa
British Commodore fires on men, wo-
men, and children, killing & number of
them, destroying their canoes, plantations,
&e. The whole thing is deplorable, and
we necd not wonder that in the Australian
colonies the affair has been the subject of
severe animadversion, and it is likely
seriously to injure the intercsts of the mis-
sion there. It is not impossible thatan
enquiry will be made into the conduct of
the British Commodore. If the T.ondon
Missionary Socicty do not ask this from
the British Government we are persuaded
it will be because of the connexion of mis-
sionaries with the affuir.

This leads to the really paiafal and ha-
miliating feature of the business. Were
the responsibility confined to the British
naval offcers, we would give eurselves com-
paratively little thought about the matter.
Cn the first intelligence we could scarcely
believe it possible that the missionaries
were implicated, and we have read their
letters in the hope of finding that they had
kept themselves clear of all share in these
measures of violence, and that as in the
case of otuer missionaries, they would have
shown themselves the friendsof the weak
and have lent their influence on behalf of
the much abused natives. But with equal
shame, astonishment and sorrow, we have
read their owa statemeats showing too
plainly that the missionaries and the mis-
sion are deeply involved in the proccedings
from first to last. From their own account
it appears that they first memorialized the
Commodore, and that it was on their me-
morial that he acted, that Mr. Paton was

the interpreter at Port Resolution, and
conveyed the message of the Commodore
to the chiefs—that the Dayspring lay along
side the man-of-war, while engaged in her
work of destraction,~—that most of the
missionaries were there by their presence
lending their countenance to  the sad pro-
ceedings, and when it was over in selemn
council passed & vote of thanks to the com-
modore,

It is but just to say that we have not
received full explanations from the mis-
sionaries of the circumnstances in which they
have acted, and the roasons for this course.
More minute explanations from them may
present their conduct in a more favorable
light.  We cannot for an instant believe
that they coald have contemplated the
destruction of life which resulted from the
proceeding. If we could believe that they
really expected the loss of human life in
revenge for the loss of some trumpery
praperty of Mr. Paton’s, we would say that
the sooner they left the mission work the
better for the cause of Christianity in the
South Seas. Still we cannot sce how they
can be held altogether blameless in regard
to the lives of those unfortunates. It may
be added, that our missionaries at present
in the field have not had much cxperience
in mission work, and might be expected to
yield to the opinions of others, who had
been longer there. Mr. Gordon it appears
at first opposed the measure Mr. Cope-
land was absent, and Mr. Paton’s practice
and experience of missionary life on Tanna
has only shown how totally ineffectual was
his plan of winning the heathen to Chris-
tianity by threats of man-of-war, &c. We
are, however, astonished beyond measure,
that a man of Mr. Inglis’s experience
should have lent himself to these praeeed-
ings.

Still with all the palliations we can offer,
it remains under the hand of our own mis-
stonaries an undeniable fact, that they have
been implicated in transactions which are
a disgrace to a christian and civilised nation,
and which, had they been committed by a
French man-of-war, at the instigation of
Roman Catholic missionaries, would have
roused the indignation of all the Protestang
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missionary.socicties of England and Ame- ! to adopt a course so entirely opposed to the

i,
of justice and hhwmanity, as well as chris-
tianity, if we did not strongly dewounce
the whole affair as entirely contrary to ihe
spivit of the gospel, as opposed to the prac-
tice of the most successful missionaries of
ancient or modern times, likely to be attend-
ol with most disastrous consequences to
our missionary atfairs, and divectly in the
tecth of the commission of our great Master.

It may be said that at this distance we
arc not capable of judging what is right in
the circumstances, Bu. .ndependent of the
view we hold of the right or wrong of such
proceedings, in condemning them we ave
only expressing the convictions of the most
successful missionaries everywhere, particu-
larly of those iu the South Scas.  With the
exception of that miscrable abortion, called
“ Muscular Christianity,” we know of no
instance ot such a proceediug in the his-
tory of modern imissions, For sixty ycars
the London Missionary Society has been
conducting missionary operations in the
South Seas, and during all that time the
agents have repudiated any inteference of
British men-of-war with the natives. Their
missionaries have gone to people as savage
as any in the New Hebrides, and have
been placed in circumstances of as great
trial and danger as ever our missionaries
were, and yet, never in a single instance,
have they resorted to arms, or allowed a
single shot to be fired on the natives in their
behalf ; nor have they, in a single instance,
become answerable for the wanton or re-
vengeful destruction of a single article of
properiy, even of the poorest savage. Act-
ing in this way they have subdued to the
Prince of peace, poople the most noted in
the South Seas for their cruelty. The Jokn
Williams has sailed among these islands
for twenty years, but has ever gone as a
messenger of peace, and though sometimes
placed in very wrying and perilous circum-
stances, has never yet been implicated in a
single act of violence against the patives.
Mr. Geddie. or Bishop Selwyn, would have
died rather than have had a finger in such
proceedings. Alas that our missionaries
should have so y'elded to wordly policy as

We would be unfaithful io the cause | experience of these mon.

We have not
the least doubt that ualess such a mode of
proceeding be repudiated for the futare,
the agents of the L. M. S, in the South
Seas will refuse all conneetion with our
mission, as counducted oa prineiples that
they regard as opposed to the spirit of the
cospel of peace.

The successes which have followed the
labours of devoted men acting in this spirit,
are among the most glorious cevidences of
the power of the gospel in modern times.
We may observe also that their experience
has shown, that it is the only way in
which we can hope to win such savages.
While they can be won by kindness, all
the power of the British Navy cannot bring
them ouc step nearer to Christianity. Nay,
the employment of such power on its be-
half can have no other effect than to ren-
der shem more opposed to it than ever.
We think that he must be blind indeed,
who can expect any other result from the
proceedings on Tanna and Erromanga,
than a more bitter hostility against the
gospel. For the opening of the door of
entrance on the former, we have long pray-
ed; but by these proceedings we may con-
siderit locked and double barred and bolted,
so that unless some remarkable interposi-
tion of divine Providence takes place it
will be years before it be again opened;
and if even missionaries labor there they
will find their difficulties vastly increased.
It is well known that some of the greatest
difficultics of missionaries in Western Poly-
nesia, arose from the conduct of white men.
Their untold brutalities have excited such
hatred against all white men, that it is
only by showing the natives the difference
between missionaries and other white men,
that any access can be obtained to themr.
Hence it has been the first aim of mis_
sionaries hitherto, to give their confidence
by peaccable conduct and the entire disuse
of weapons of war. But the deplorable
thing aboat this' affair is, shat now the
missionaries are so identified with these
violent proceedings, that they can not, for
a long time at leass, be separated in the
minds of the natives, from other white
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men. The Dayspring can no longer be the
messenger of peaece to there islands, and it
will be hard for these missionaries to per-

|
{

suade the natives that they come only in -

10ve and wean to do them no injury.

It is tmpovednt to observe that the
peaceable  character  waintained by the
missionaries — their being entirvely discon-
nected from any acts of violence has hith-
erto been their chief secavity.  The san-
dal-wooid  traders have been abundantly
supplied with arms and have used them
freely, but what are the censequences.
Why, some time ago the missionavies drew
up a list of more than 300 emploved in

ment, whoever is answerable forit. The
history of missions on the South Seas ought
to have tanght all concerned to pit their
trust in the protection of him who sent
them forth, and not in any worldly power.

In looking at the great question of duty

- we must wo to the words of the great Mas-

. . |
that business who had been killed by the -

natives, and yet of the agents of the Lon-

don Missionary Society not one known as -
© fore wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”

& peaccable missionary has cver fallen a
victim to violence.  Williams and Harris
it is true were killed on Erromanga, but
it was hy mistake, aud in revenge for the
bratalitics of white men.  Mr. and Mrs.

Gordon’s death we may also observe, was |

the result of ignorance and the misrepre-
sentations of white men.  As Bishop Pat-
teson who lands freely in the midst of
the wildist savigres says, their *very de-
fencelessness is their bhest protection.”’—
With such facts before us, we cannot but
have fears for the future safety of the
missionaries and of those on hoard the /ay-

spring, such as we have never had before, |
“They that take the sword shall perish

by the sword.”  This has been illustrated
abundantly in the case of the sandal-wood
araders, and who will wonder if dangers
should surround the Dayspring, should she
ever again visit the scene of these outrages.
Already these proceedings are bearing their
natural fruit
1o white man killed on Tana, but & week
did not clapse after the visit of the man-of-
war to Port Resolation, till one was mur-
dered in cold bloed at another part of the
island.

We would not be understood as for a
moment hinting anything against the mo-
tives of those engaged in these affairs. We
helieve that all concerned were animated
by the lest intentions. We regard the
affair as simply a deplorable error in judg-

For ten years there has been

He has sent forth his servants to the
work of preaching the gospel, and has given
them directions how to act in cvery situa-
tion. He has given such directions, con-
templating their being placed in circam-
stances as perilous as any in which our
missionarvies have heen or can be, ** Behold
I send vou forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves.”  What then are you to do ? arm
yourself with sword and pistol ¢ Call in a
British man-of-war?  No, but * be ye there-

ter.

We must not be understood as not sym-
pathizing with onr missionaries in their
present situation.  We do feel deeply for
them, especially for Mr. Gordon; and it iy
becanse we feel deeply that we so profound-
ly deplore a step which must result so in-

i jurionsly to the future comfort, snceess, and

even safety of themselves and other mission-
aries who may follow,

Mr. Gordow’s situation is net without
peril, aud he should have the carnest pray-
ers of the charch.  We may observe, how-
ever, that the wars of the natives are not
such serious affairs as we might at first sup-
pose. For some grievance the people of one
tribe gather to make war on another. They
fight, and one or two men are killed ; their
revenge is satisfied, j:eace is made, and both
parties unite in a great feast over the atfair,
The crisis must have passed long cre this,
and, if his life was seriously threatened, it
would be easy for the brethren to remove
him in the Dayspring. Sucha course would
be only in accordance with the divine com-
mission, and experience has shown the
wisdom of it in certain circumstances.—
When the feclings of the natives are strong-
1y excited against the white men, and mis-
sionaries share in their prejudices, it may be
better to leave the work, for a while, in the
hands of native teachers, arainst whom
thereis not the same prejudice.  Missionaries
have no rvight to force themselves, or their
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instructions, upon people who arc nnwilling
to receive them, and when they find the door
closed in one sphere, the plain course of
duty is to o to another. We may here ob-
serve, however, in regard to missiot. work
in the South Seas, that none should think
of roing out there as missionaries, who are
not prepared to be placed in circumstances
where even life itself wili be in danger.—
This will be more especinlly the casc, if
they should ever have made siuch progress,
that the people should be in a state of tran-
sition from heathenism to christianity, and
satan have great wrath, because he sees the
downfall of his kingdom. The church is
unworthy to take her part in such a work,
unless she is willing te send forth men in
this way, trusting in the words of the great
commission of our Master.

Only for a sense of duty to the church
and the mission would have induced us to
pen these words, and we have done so with
inexpressible pain.  Buat the mission which
has hitherto been our glory we have too
much to fear, our pride and our boast, has
now a stain upon it, which will iujure it,
not only in the eyes of the heathen, but of
the christian charch, and which we fear will
not soon he wiped away. DBesides a great
principic is at stake. For sixty yecars
missions Iave been conducted iu the South
Seas, by men who relied for success only
on the power of the gospel, and trasted
for protection only in the power of the
living God. The result hasbeen an amount
of success, which has rendered those mis-

ons the glory of modern Christianity.
An attempt has now been made to in-
augurate a different system by calling to
the aid of the gospel, the power of ships
of war, and the church must fully con-
gider the question, and if it lead her and
her agents to more unreserved reliance
on the power of her great Head, the
results will be most favorable for future.

L 3

“ MY NATIVE LAND."

BY REV. THOVAS CUMMING, SECRETARY
OF THE IIOME MISSION BOARD,
The Scottish hard touches a tender chord
when he sings:—
 Breathes there & man with soul so dead
Who never to himself hath said.
This is my own, my native land I
Every person of a rightly constituted
mind dearly loves the land of his nativity.
His heart-strings cling around with a fond
tenacity; its name rings like melodious
music on his ear: its hills and dales and
streams make an indelible impression on
the tablets of his memory.  Asa necessary
consequence he is deeply interested in its
welfare.  When the bright sun of pro<per-
ity smiles upon it, gladness beams in his
eye; and when the dark cloud of adversity
lowers over it, the hot tear of sorrow trickles
adown hischeek.  When theenemy knocks
at its gates he hastes to the rescae; and
when the pennon of victory floats in the
breeze, he helps to swell the grateful piean
which burst forth from his nation’s lips.
He is ever ready to exert himself to the
utmost of his capacity in advancing its
interests. He cheerfully lends his aid in
establishing and upholdiny institutions and
instrumentalities which have for their ob-
ject the enlishtenment and editication of
his countrymen. e is no mere dreamy
sentimentalist whining over existing evils
without exerting himself for the removal of
them; but the true-hearted patriot who—
were there necessity—would do for his kith
anl kin what a Howard would do for the
haman family. Many whose eye may
glance over these lines recognize this re-
mote portion of the globe—Nova Scotia—
as the land of their nativity. Their pa-
rents may have come from beyond the deep
wide sea to scek a livelihood in this fertile
colony. To them this is the land of their
adoption, not of their nativity.  Their
hearts’ affections still go forth fondly to the
dear old Fatherland. We can scavcely
espect that they will be so deeply interested
in this, the land of their adoption, as will
be those who have been born beneath its
san, cradled amony its hills, rearcd up un-
der its clear bluc sky, and educated atits
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echools and academies. To the native sons
and daushters of Nova Seotia, the highest
welfare of Nova Scotia must he, ever shall
be, an oYject of the deepest interest. And
how can we hest manifest this deep interest
wii-h we take i the highest weltare of
Nova S-otin! In sundey ways that can
be doe, but in no way more hencticially
than by doing what we can to grive a pure,
preachied gospel to all of its inhabitants,
Many of its inhahitants have been leavened
by the gospel; and some of these with
commendable zeal have either gone forth
themaeves, or have aided others to go
fortir, to tell the poor benighte! pagans the
way of salvation,  Praise-worthy cfforts
have heen put forth to extend the limits of
the Releener's Bmpire on the far-distant
isles of the ocean.  DBut what have we
doue for the remoter portions of our own
native land where the living voice of the
prewhor is seldom if ever heard, where the
sound of the charch-going bell breaks not
the sa lly solemn silence wiiich reirns over
distant hamlets and settlements!  Where
are the manifestations of that deep iuterest
which as Christians—even as lovers of our
country—we would be expaeted to have in
the less favored portions of the land of our
nativity ! Enter we the great majority of
our churches, and we hear prayers loud
and long, and we doubt not, sincere, for the
success of the gospel throushout heathen-
dom. Read we our religious periodicals
and we find apneal after appeal for the
equipnent of mission ships, and the sup-
port of fureign missionaries. Glance we
over the statistical tables of our church and
we see the foreign mission columu groaning
beneath the liheral cuntributions which
year after year arc set downin it. But
how scldom do we hear the fervent prayer
put up in our churches in behalf of the
home 1ission enterprise!  How coldly
would he received the appeal to aid in the
work which it aims at accomplishing!
How lean appears this column in the sta-
tistical tables! Ye sons and daughters of
Nyva Scotia, is this the way ye sheuld
treat the land of your nativity! Far be it
from us to say aught that would lessen the
inter2st now taken in the Forcign Mission

enterprise. Al honor, we say, to the sclf-
denying men and women who have left the
swects ofeliome, crossed the deep, wide sea,
and gone forth to preach the gospel to
those who were shrouded in the darkness
of heathenism!  All credic to such as
liberally wive of their substance for the
support of those who have thus gone far
hence to make known Christ to the perish-
ing. But should we not seriously ask our-
selves whether we are to overlook the near
while our hearts go forth to the distant—
whether, when we exert oursclves for the
weal of the stranger we are to neglect those
who are yet uncivilized in the land of our
nativity, At this moment there is o large
nwmber of preaching stations within the
limits of Nova Scotia proper, most of
which require more or less assistance from
the fumls of the Ifome Mission. In the
course of a short time many of those sta-
tions by proper culture will become self-
sustaining congregations, In the wmean
time, however, they look to the more highly
favored portions of our land for some sup-
port as look half-grown children towards
their parents. Prince Edward Island, after
a long period of comparative destitution, is
no'v pretty well supplied with a Preshy-
terian ministry.  In Cape Breton, however,
there is a wide field for Home Mission ope-
rations, and as yet little has been done to
overtake the destitute localities of that in-
teresting island cxcept by the emiployment
of a few catechists.

In addition to this, ever-recurring de-
mands arc made upon the funds of the
Home Mission by 18 regularly orranized
congregations as vet unable to support the
ordinances of relision among themselves,
withou* some assistance. Thus congrega-
tions receive annurlly sums varying from
$40 to $200 according to their necessity.

Without burdening the columns of the
Record, or wearving the patience of the
reader with particulars, we may safely say
of our native land what Jehovah once said
of the land of promise: there remaineth yet
very much land to be possessed.

And where shall we look for the where-
withal to take possessien of these destitute
localities, if not to the persons who recog-
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nize them as integral portious of the land
of their nativity, What we need most is

to have a deeper interest awakened through-

out the charch in the operations of the
Home Mission. No one would be more
loath than the writer to throw a dime or a
dollar into the depths of the ovean ; and at
this moment the Home Mission treasury is
cmpty.  But at the same time he feels con-
filent that if the matter were frequently
and fairly brought under the notice of our
people; if it were talked over in the family
circle and prayed over in the congregation ;
if the Clerks of Presbyteries would from
time to time tell in the Record of the aid-
requiring stations in their respeetive loeali-
ties ; if such an interest as this were taken
in this areat and zoud work, not lack of
funds we helieve—would cripple the opera-
tions of the H. M. Committee. You re-
member bow it was in the olden time with
the construction of the Tabernacle. The
rule laid down hy the Hebrew Lawygiver,
was :—*“ Take ye from among you an of-
fering unto the door : whosoever i's of « will-
tng keart, let him bring it.”  No dictation
here as to how much should he brought—
no dunning shout duty —no compulsion
brought to bear an the reluctant.  Hloso-
ecer isoft a willing heart let him biing it.
And what was the consequence? Read
the thirty iifth and thirty-sixth chapters of
Exodus. The people considered themselves
highiy privileged in being permitted to aid
n the erection of the tabernacle. They
bronght the specified offerings with willing
hands aud cheerful hearts in so great abun-
dance that there was “much mare than
enough for the serviee of the work which the
Lord commanded to make.” A proclama-
tion had soon to he issucd throughout the
camp to restrain the people firom bringing.

.
HOW IS THE WORLD TO BE EVANGELIZED?

BY THE REY. GEORGE SUTHERLAND.

The whole earth belongs to Jesus Chivist.
It is his by an indisputable tite. As yet,
however, the prince of darkness holds the
greater part of it in chains of ignorance,
superstition, and idolatry. How shall our
King recover his inheritance?  Through
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his blood-bough. church—hy the instru-
mentality of men deeply imbued with
his spirit, men of consuming zeal and of
intense atfection for the perishing. s not
the church engaged in this very work?
She is; but with what zeal, with what
earnestness, with what devotedness?  Can
vou say that she is really in errnest 7—that
she is doing all she can 7 Fix your eyes on
the 400,000,000 of China. and on the 200,-
000,000, of India, containing together more
than half the popalation of the globe, and
ask,what is she doing for these? Their doors
arc open, their arms are outstretched, and
they are “ calling us to deliver” their souls
from the coming wrath. We are indeed
carrying the torch of truth with measured
pace to a distant group of islands in the
fur of South Scas; but is that the utnost
limit of our numbers and our resvurces ?
The population of that whole group will
not cqual that of a sceond class city of
India or China. In doing what we have,
we have Jone well; hut how very far be-
neath what we might have done for the
heathen world.

Itis hichtime for the churches in Bri-
tain and America to arise from the dust of
spiritual sloth, and from the obscurity of
inadequate ideas, and contemplate elearly
with fixed resolution and unfaltering faith
the mighty work to which their Lord calls
them.  His ery is—* SuiNg! give light to
those who sit in darkness, and in the sha-
dow of death, and therefore go and go now
unto all the world and preach my gospel to
every creature.” Never had providence
and grace coutinued to grive so loud a call

to this great work as this year. Am I
answered—the churches in Britain and

America are doing as much as they cun
for the salvation of the heathen—they are
sending as many men as will offer for the
serviee, and spending all the money they
can collect and even more for their support.
Ianswer what docs it amount to?  They
are sending a few scattered officers—brave
men, all honor to themn!' to take post on
the high places to e assaulted, but where
are the rank and file?  These few officers,
who numbcred by tens, not even scorcs,
arc cxpected to win over from the foc, an
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army safficiently strong to occupy the
whole territory of the enemy. Verily it is
a work of faith. And what proportion
does the amount spent for the support of
these officers bear to the amount spent, not
on the necessitics of life, but in wine,
whiskev, ram and tohacco, the noxious
indulgences of the ae?  Professing: Chris.
tianity may blush and hang the head when
the former swm is placed beside the latter.

Buat our app-al now is not for money bhut
for men.  Our offiers must not go alone.
A laree namber of drill-sergeants at least
must accompany them.  Every officer in
Christ’s army, whether at home or abron
baptized with his spirit, must yearn in his
inmost soul for the advancement of that
army on the enemy’s territory.  And can
tho officer at home visit in spirit the high
places of Christendom, and sce not even
the “thin red line” that here and there a
solitary warrior, bravely combating the
masses of the prince of darkness arrayed
against him, and not feel his spirit buin
within him to 7o “ to the help of the Lord,
to the help of the Lord against the mighty;”
or if he cannot go himself to rally recraits
and hasten them to the front without delay.
I an. free to confess that such emotions are
kindled within me.  Oft do I roam the
world over in spirit, visiting the mission
stations; and if sympathy and prayers
conld help the seattered warriors of Christ
they are not withheld.  But something
more must be done. On contemplating,
some vears ago, the progress made by the
apostolic church, by having among other
co-operating awencies the presence of a few
worshippers of the true God, the children
of the dispersion, scttled in every impor-
tant part of the Roman Empire, I was in-
duced to writ: an article for our Record,
which was copicd with apprebation into the
Free Church Record at home, suggesting
the christian colonization plan. By this
means a few thoroughly devoted and chris-
tian families could be secttled in small
groups of three and four, in fifty or a hun-
dred ‘or more different localitics within the
limits of our empire, or beyond it, where
safety could he secured. They would be
lights in dark places; co-operats with mis-

sionaries; help in the maintenance vfschools;
furnish catechists and exhorters; and form
the nucless of congregations, while costing
the charch at home nothing.  If the fami-
lies of wmerchants, traders, factors, aand
overseers can be found in many parts of the
heathen world, whither the love of money
has carried them, why may not christian
families, pursuing their lawful avacations,
show the same enterprise with a higher and
nobler eud in view. A beginning has been
made in this movement, and the fature will
see it greatly extended.

But the plan I now venture to suryest,
and through the Record to press upon the
church, is the formation of a m/ssion class
in every settled christian congregration. It
is not a missionary association for collect-
ing money ; but a class for training voung
men for the mission field. We need a
very numerous body of laborers who are
not ordained ministers, but who may fill
the place of ordained missionaries in their
peculiar sphere to great advantage.  Their
work is that of teachers and exhorters—
men who in portions of the week and on
every Sabbath day would teach a dozen or
a thousand in regnlar places of worship the
simple truths of salvation. The world
requires the help of such men. It will not
be evangelized without thein We canoot
get ordained men for every work, and we
cannot pay them if we could obtain them.
But then young men can he found. and at
the Lord’s call they would go forth and
teach the way of life to dying men. Our
churches have them, and should call for
them. They will form the rank and file
of our evangelistic army. We have about
100 congregations in our synod, cannot 50
of them form a mission class at once.—
What we have? We would have a class
of voung men frem 16 to 30 years of age,
sober, thoughtful, of good abhilities and
willing to serve Christ wherever hie may
sendthem. These we shonld train for two
or three years according to past attainments;
mecting with them weekly for study of the
Scriptures, especially the life of Christ and
the labours of Paul—for reading missionary
intelligence, and for fervent prayer for the

light, liberty and power of the Holy Ghost-
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These yoﬁng men should all have a trade
or ovcupation on which they are to depend
mainly for support. The church cannot by
any possibility give salaries to all or to one
fourth the number of laborers she would
send forth. The disciples sent out by
Christ had no salaries—the apostolic mis-
sionaries had, as a general rule, no salarics
—the Culldee missionaries had no salaries;
and I will agsert that no true missionary
goes forth for the sake of his salary, and if
he can subsist creditably without salary
amonz those to whom he is dispensing the
bread of life he will not draw it. We
must have men to teach the way of salva-
tion from love to Christ and the souls of
men, and if the locality affords auy open-
ing for the exercise of their trade they will
be no burden to the church which sends
them forth. The plan suggested is sub-
stantially that adopted by our missionarics
in the South Seas, and in the heathen
field generally, with the exception of the
trad: or occupation as a means of support.
Our missionaries form a class of converts
of suitable age and abilities, and train them
a8 native teachers and exhorters. These
native helpers do a work, at a very small
expense, not less important than that per-
formed by foreign urdained mission ‘ries at
a heavy outlay. Our plan is to bring all
the men into the ficld who are willing to
work and support themselves, while they
reveal to perishing sinners the knowledge
of the true God and his son Jesus Christ,
and to induce every scttled charge at home
to herome, in the very letter and spirit of
its com-nission, as having heard the gospel
and entrusted with its diffusion, a recruiting
depot for this foreixn army. If even fifty
of onr congrogations would adopt this plan
and form small classes with from four to
ten candidates, two might be sent out from
each a vear or two licuce, and thus place at
once 100 lahorers in the foreign field.
‘When the class became a permanent insti
tution no year would pass without at least
100 young men going out from our church
as teachers and exhorters to the heathen.
Two should always go together and he
stationed together. Four stations at least
could be regularly occupicd by these two

every Sabbath-day, and thus from two hun-
dred different points light would be diffused
upon those now wandering in the dark way
which leads to hell. Supposc that India
or China is selected, how great an advance
would be made in even ten years by plant-
ing annually so many teachers in the field.
Our preaching places would be numbered
by thousands, and douhtless God would re-
ward our devoted labors with the conver-
sion of many precious souls. I would
have these young men o out anmarried,
and remain for some years at least unmar-
ried. Anti-Christ is taking hold of India
and China especially by her bands, not her
units, of active, enthusiastic unencumbered
young men. We would do the same. I
speak of the present necessity. On the
peneral principle I ditfer in nothing from
the common opinion. T would have our
men free from anxiety and care till the
charches are established. Young men are
going out annually from all our congrega-
tions to seek a livelihood in the world.
Why may not at least fwo younyg hopefal
hearts be found ready to serve Christ
abroad. Let the attempt be made—let
volunteers be called for. ‘The congregation
that will give her best <ons to Christ will be
hlessed by the spirit of God; her interest
in missions will largely increase ; her liber-
ality in their support will grow abundantly ;
her members will enjoy the comforts of
religion ; and conversions will not be rare.

The charches in Scotland represented by
our united church would send cach two
teachers or exhorters annually. 1000
young men would leave the shores of Bri-
tain every year to recruit the army of our
heavenly king. Would that be a yreat
number to recruit the army of our earthly
sovereign if engaged in aciual warfare?
We know that ten times that number would
he called for if the necessitics were great.
Let us then arise to our work. Onc half
the carth still bows down toidols. Shall it
continue? There is room in heaven for
them all. Why should not their voices
Join with others in the anthems of cternal
praise in our celestial paradise? Shall
they wecp for cver hecause we would not
go and tell them of the only Saviour?




1866

The Home any Forcign Veeord,

41

Are we in carnest in the cause of missions ?
Have we the mind of Him who stooped so
low and bore so much for perishing souls?
Then let no flimsy objection be offered as
a cloak for sloth and uubelief against the
trial of a plan which will furnish laborers
for the harvest. Try it; try it. Lay the
matter before God while you pour out your
goul in behalf of those who are going
down in darkness to eternal despair; and
rise in the strength of faith and go speak
to this young man and that, and ask if he
will join a class to undergo a training for
the avmy of Christ abroad. Should it take
the best of our youths, the cause deserves
it; the howme ficld shall not lack ; Barnabas
and Saul were not the fecblest men in An-
tioch when sent on their mis.jon. First
class men as fully educated and ordained
missionaries will still be wanted to officer
the armny ; the others will be their powerful
helpers, occupying stations and preparing
the way for ordained pastors.

Johm Knox and his coadjutors, covered
the lowlands of Scotland, when as yet there
were few pastors, and few charges prepared
prepared to reccive them. Scripture, his-
tory, reason, and experience proclaim the
plan to be right and wise. Who will adopt
it? The writer has bespoken his class of
four and may, God willing, have his quota
of two ready a year hence.  Who will fol-
low? Where are our large congregations ?
A class of ten should be found in them.
Spurgeon has a class of 100 young men
under training for evangelistic opcrations.
Our ancicent church of Scotland, the Cul-
decs, had a mission class wherever they had
a congregation. Let us enquire for the
old paths of apostles and niurtyrs, and con-
fessors, who arc now with Christ, and walk
‘n them. Then God, even our own God
shall hless us and  all the ends of the earth
shall fear him.

Do your utmost, Mr. Editor, to secure
this mission class in every church; hun-
dreds may go forth from them ; and the
blessed vesults both at home and abroad
may be incalculable and ctermal. These
arc not the momentary impulses of an en-
thusiastic brain, but the oft recurring
thoughts of years. May the Lord bless
the wide dissemination of these ideas.

P. S.—My communication in the Jan-
uary No. has just heen received. A few
misprints have occurred which mar the
sense. The word “Let” which begins a
sentence near the bottom of the second
column should be *“Yet.”” The word
““ British” at the foot of the third columu
should be “ Romisk.”” In the middle of the
fourth column, the sentence—** it is for the
church to waken it at the call of her cap-
tain ; the age, &c.,”’—should he—* it ig for
the church to make it at the call of her
captain, the age, &c.,”” having a comma
instead of a semicolou after captain.

=
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O SLoreign RMission,

Letter from Rev. D. Morrison.

Erakor, Fate, May 19, 1864.

Rev. JAMES BAYNE,

Dear Sir,—It is now six months since I
wrote to you. In that interval, how-
ever, I wrote to various other partics, some
of whom, no doubt, acquainted the public
with anything in my communications calcu-
lated to enlist christian sympathy more
deeply in this most important department
of the church work—the gvangclization of
the heathen.

CLIMATE AND HEALTH.

We have now passed our first sammer in
Fat, (for as such the natives callit.) We
are thanktul to say that hitherto we have
hoth enjoyed excellent health. We had no
sickness to speak of, with the exception of
once or twice that Mrs. M. suffered a little,
temporarily, from too much expo-ure to
this tropical sun.

This month and t..e last are the foreign-
ers’ scourge in Fat. So we take as good
care of our health as possible, at present.
These months are the sickly season even of
the natives. Some days and weeks I am
kept very busy both practising medicines
and learning how to do it.

Our thermometrical indications are as
follows :—

Morn. Noon. Night.

6AaM.  12prM. 9-l0rP.X
Highest temp., 81° 89° 820
Lowest 63° 720 67§°

It was only occasionally these extremes
were rcachied.  Our greatest heat is the sea-
son of vour greatest cold, and vice rersa.

There was great moriality among our
flock within the last six months, fiftcen hav-
ing heen in that time removed from us by
death; cight of whom were ciurch membere
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There was no epidemic of peculiar severity
among us, to account for this mortality.—
The heathen say that the word of Ged is
killing the people of Erakor.

Tt is pleasing to know that notwithstand-
ing all this there is not the least wavering
or disposition to turn back, on the part of
our people, that I am awave of. In their
prayers you hear them address the Lord to
this effecr: ““ O Gaod, we know that thou

art the God of life, not that of death. Our
sins have brought death upon us. The

heathen say that thy word Kills us, but they
lic; thy word does not kill us, it gives us
life that shall never end.” This, so far,
trics of what sort the work 13 here, and, so
far, the test is well stood.

It is painful to the missionary to see his
sheep and lambs thus eut down. Rt what
can he do? It is the Lord’s doing, and the
missionary, therefore, can only hold his
peace.

L opposition to this mortality we have
to set thirteen births in the same space of
time.

Surely there is none in our church at
home =0 heathenish in heart as to think
with the heathen here, that the fear of
God is detrimental to the well-being of so-
ciety. No; “ Godliness is profitable unto
all things.”

CLOTHING,

If T would venture an opinion, I would
say, that probably the introduction of cloth-
ing amony the pepple has a tendency both
to engender and to foster disease. Clothing
is not the cvil but the abuse of it. They
thiuk they can clothe themselves like foreign-
€rs, on some oceasions, and act the native
on other oceasions.  Natives lately brought
under the influence of the gospel are in a
transition state.  Though now they do not
knuw the proper use of clothing, they soon
will,

But it is asked, How do clothes affeet
them injuriously ? The people, in their
native state, are as nearly naked as can he
imazined without being actually so. In this
condition they roam about day aud night
with imnpunity, Those who have embraced
the gospel are eager to possess clothes, and
come clad to church and school. They, in-
deed, pride themselves in putting on, on
these oceasions, if they can command so
much, two or threc articles over each other,
wking care that less or more of each’is ex-
posed to view. Thus they sit in & crowded
house, for a few hours, during the heat of a
tropical summer day. Of “course, their
poresarc very freely opened, and perspira-
tion gushes out. They long to return to
their homes to be rid of their burden. They
are no sooncr at home than they lay their
clothes aside, with the cxception of their
native helt and appendages.  Instinet leads
them to scck rclie}] in the coolest and most

airy shade, ignorant of the risk they run.
Seme sit, some recline on the grass, and
chat away regardless of damps and dews,
like Samson, thinking they can do as on
former occasions, and, like him, finding
themselves disappointed. They slecp with
open doors, and only a mat or two between
them and the ground, and one or two over
them. Thus, the clothing they wear makes
tiem susceptible of injurions impressions
from damp and cold, while they take no
percaution against these. Experience, and
instruction from others, will help to put
them right on these points.

Add to this that our people are at present
liviug in a very unfavowrable locality, the
village lying on the lee side of an abrupt
clevation of land, rising from 150 to 200 ft.
and surrounded by dense vegetation, part
of which is growing with all the rapidity of
which vegetation is capable, tavoured by
richest sail and a tropical sun, while another
part is decaying with equal rapidity. We
purpose to move to village soon to the sum-
mit of this clevated land.

WAR.

War broke outin our vicinity in January.
Natives seldom fight pitched battles. Their
warfare is mere ¢ gkinnishing.”

Some inland tribe had killed a brother of
the chief of Fil, some years ago. He now
sent his men inland in quest of some on
whom to takerevenge T'hree nnsuspecting
travellers met them ou the way, none of
whom were allowed to return to tell the tale.
This deed amounted 10 a declaration of
war between all the shore and all the inland
tribes, on this side of the island, Thus,
though our people deprecate war, by ancient
usage they are liable to pay the penalty.—
On this occasion, however, word has been
sent to our people, that if they would keep
on their own soil, they would not be molest-
ed, bat if found on Fil territory, they might
suffer the vengeance intended to fall on the
lords of the soil. Matters have now calm
ed down again, and we have suticred no
harm.

Poor Marih Toak’s fair representations,
formerly communicated to you, turned ous
to have been put on for the occasion. He
wanted to get presents of clothes. Still
he calls on us, and thus hears a little of
the word of God, which is not ours to make
fruittul, but is in better hands.

ATTEMPTS TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL.

We have frequent visits from people of
various adjacent tribes. We give small
presents of cloth to the chiefs, and get all
to hear a little of the word of God, to
which some of them listen with close at-
tention and deep interest. Thus we are
forming a friendly connection with them,
awd acquainting them with the object of
cur mission. Nonc of the villages round
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us will allow us to go to them formally
with the gospel. Some two or three months
ago we agrced to send parties to Fil and
Orutab, the two nearest villages, to ascer-
taio whether they would allow us to preach
in their villages. Three persons went to
the latter.  All the males there were away
at their work, with the exception of an
azed crippled ghief named Kol, who said
that he wished the word of God to come,
but that he was the only one in the village
of that mind. He invited one to come to
his house, on the following Sabhbath, to
instruct him in the Word of God. This
chief was in former vecars a great warrior
and especially hostile to the cause of
God, so much so that in contempt and
hatred, he hlasphemously named his club
Jehovah! Now he is a poor cripple, and
confessed to our people that day, that the
Lord’s judgzments upon him for his wicked-
ness, made him so, and that now he sceks
the peace of that God whom formerly he
so grievously oftended.  Our people return-
ed home immediately.  They were scarcely
off the shore when the men of the villagre
returncd.  They were as furious as a bear
robbed of her whelps, and came nigh doing
violence to the person that fervied ~.ur pee-
ple to the otherside of the creck, for having
been the means of their escape.

Before Saturday evening, word come to
one Isaac, whose brother lives in Orutab,
not to go to preach there, as he did not
want to sce him killed, the people heing
resolved to kiil whoever came on that er-
rand.  Our people having formerly ex-

crienced the revenge and hatred of Orutab,

advised them not to go for the present,

Some years ago, two Samoan teachers
went to this Oratab, to preach, witha
band of the Erakor people to escort them.
The Oratab people fell upon them and
killed three of our people, and feasted on
their bodies.  When visiting them on any
other business, they do it with impunity.
The carnal mind cverywhere is camity
against God.

PREACIING.

I commenced preaching in January last,
of course in a stait jacket, Siill Iam
glad to know that they understood a good
deal of what I was endeavoring to com-
municate ; and now they understand a little
more.

NAMES.

Regarding the names of places as you
meet with them in print, having come
through Samoan teachers, they are Sa-
moanized. ‘T'he natives call the island Fat,
not Fate ; Mel, not Mcle; Bang, not Pan-
go; Orutab, not Olatabu. It is contrary
to the genins of the language here, to end
& word with a vowel.

By the by, our messengers to Fil reported

that when the new food would be fit for
use they would welcome one among them
to teach them the word of God. But since
that time, the poor aged sinner, their chief,
told us that in his day matters would re-
main as they had beens; but that after old
Toak was dead, they would ¢mbrace the
gospel. -
A MONSTER.

We had in February a visit from Marih,
Tikaikon’s Prime Minister in his official
capacity. He said that his master intended
to visit us in the course of two mouths.
But now that war has broken out between
himself and neighboring trilies, his visit
will be at least delayed.

Having made special inquiry, I am now
prepared to say, that what I wrote to you
formerly, of this monster is trne in the
main, or at least so far true, as to leave no
doubt of his inhuman enormities. I wrote
as follows after these inquiries :—* Satur-
day, Feb. 11th, In the evening we had a
visit fom Tikaikon’s ambassadors. They
were five in number, one of the party was
a woman, vouthful in days, bnt wearing an
air of misery and oppression.  Another
of the party is Tikaikon’s right hand man,
who executes his mandates, no matter what
they are if only possible. His name is
Nabungalen. Another is an underchief of
greater years and more dignitied appearance,

At present, Tikaikon has twenty wives;
but he has had many more. A hundred of
his wives are dead, if the report of his own
agents he true, who seemed to have no scru-
ple in stating facts of this sort. Some of
the living wives are quite vouung, while
others are more advanced in life.”

“In making feasts, where other chiefs
use pigs, he uses human flesh.  Less than
a year ago, he, on one festive occasion,
Killed thirteen persons?t”

His land is named Eugmarqy. 1 sent
him small presents with a request that he
should receive a teacher to instruct his peo-
ple in the word of the Lord.

COURTSHIP.

It is common among the heathen to
nominate some child to be a future wife,
In some instances she is bronght up by her
intended husband ; or if she remains else-
where she receives from time to time pre-
sents of food. Courtship is done here by
meaus of fuod. The man sends a present
of fuod to the woman of his choice. If
the food is accepted, he may calculate on
the success of his enterprise ; if rejected, he
need go no further.

We hear of three places towards the
northwestern end of the island wishing for
teachers, but uatil the ‘ Dayspring” visit
them we can give no deflnite juformation,
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FALLING AWAY.

In Bang, the work has gone back instead
of forward. The only cause which we can
assign for the change is, the returnof a
number of the men who had been away in
Queensland on a cofton plantation helong-
ing 1o a Swiney gentleman.  During
their absence, 4 number of men and women
began to attend regularly. About the
time we came the attendunce was about
fifty. The Queensland men returned, I
think, in October. Directly the woman
began to disappear, Now all that are reg-
alar hearers are only six.

Tl is gentleman of Sydney, proclaimed
that he was to do more to civilize the beath-
en by his cotton plantation in a few years,
than missionaries could do in twenty., The
above is the result.

THE LORD’S SUPPLR.

We had the ordinance of the Lord’s sup-
per administered here in February.,  The
communionroll numbers sixtv-three, fifteen
of whom were then admitted for the first
time. A few were suspended.  We agrin
comnmemorate our Saviour’s death on the
first Sabbath of May. In that interval foar
of our church members were removed by
death.

We cannot, owing to various circum-
stances, have the sue decorum as in com-
munitics trained under the gospel; still our
eyes beheld what prompted our souls to
thank God, and to take courage. Our
catechumen class now numbers twenty-four,
None were admitted to communion on the
last occasion, for the first time.

All of matave years, in the village, with
two exceptions, are now either in the church
or catechumen’s class.

FOOD FOR TEACHERS,

We had to supply the Bang teachers with
food, to some cxtent, for the last four
months. The mission goods enabled us to
doso to better advantage than otherwise
we could have done.  And it is but just to
say for them, that they were so far from
shewing any disposition to mendicancy, that
it was through our own teachers here we
ascertained that they were in want. The
gale of November. at first, and pigs latterly,
destroyed  Theother’s food plantation.—
Simeona had none to be destroyed.

HEATHEN WILES.

The heathen, in receiving teachers, are
not always anxious for the gospel. They
expect temporal benefits, such as cloth,
hatchets, knives, &c.  While teachers can
give presents, in abundance, all are mindful
of them, and bring gifts of food. The mode
of traffic is largely by exchange of presents.
When one gives a present, he expects, at
least, its equivalent in return. Often the
newly arrived teacher is imposed upon by

the wily native. One comes making a pre-
sent of a picce of his plantation, with the
food growing on it. This is immediately
acknowledged by liberal gifts in return. At
some future day, tho teacher goes to see,
and, behold! his plantation is little else
than the name. It is only the food that
has changed hands.—the teacher does not
become master of the soil.

In order to get as deep as possible into
the teacher’s box, he is denied a piece of
grround on which to raise his own food; or
the patch allowed is too small to answer the
end tntended.

The teacher’s stock of goods is soon ex-
hausted, and just in proper time as that
fails his friends forsake him. If sickness
comes, as too often it does, before the gos-
pel has taken root and brought abhout a
better state of heart on the part of the peo-
ple, the poor teacher i3 reduced to the sorest
extremities. I have heard of a teacher in a
place in dur vicinity, who, on his death bed,
was known to ery of hunzer, when no friend-
Iv heart was near to have compassion on
him. While in health there are so inany
things which tiey can eat that they can
manage to get along, such as fish, nuts,
tuberous wild plants, &, I hope the Day-
spring will be no small support and comfort
to this sorely-tried and useful branch of the
agency of the church here.

Thrice we had to bring Simecona and
family here, to recruit their health.—
‘Theother is now with us suffering from
diphtheria, from which, I am thankful to
say, he is now in a fair state to recover.

TRANSLATION.

I have translated, with the aid of * pun-
dits,” the whole of the gospel of Mark., It
is to he revised and transcribed ere it is
ready for the press. I purposc to send it to
Sydney to get printed. I have read it all
to our people in church on Sabbath days.

My first effort at translating was the gos-
pel iy Matthew, of which eleven chapters
are finished, after a fashion; but inorder to
put a book into the lunds of the people as
soon as possible, I left off Matthew for the
present. I have lately translated the ten
commandments, which are daily read in
our school. We have translated and ren-
dered into metre the 121st, the 100th, and
the 23rd Psalms.

Off Fate, on board the Dayspring,
July 13th, 1865.

The Dayspring came last Saturday, bring-
ing our supplies, and having on hoard the
Rev. Messrs. Inglis, Paton, and Niven, with
their ladies.

W« visited Fil and Pango. The people
of Pango wish to have a missionary among
them immediately. Fil has neither teacher
nor missionary, at present. But still there



1866

The Home end fForeign Record.

45

are some there who would gladly receive the
word. although they are yetin the minority.

Fil harhor is one of the finest description.
A vessel of any sive is secure in it in all
kinds of w-ath r. Its chief drawbrack is
the great depth of water at which one must
anchor-—25 fathoms,

The jsland on which the people live is in
the mouth of the harhonr. At low water
it can he approached on foot on one side,
It is & beautiful litflc spot. The excellence
of the harhor makes it a place of consider-
able importance.

We are now on our way to Aneiteumn to
& missionary meeting.

I am much dizappointed in not having
received a lerter from vou by the Dayspring.

I am greived to hear of parties who hail
offercd for the mission there, drawing back,
and some of them settling over congrega-
tions. Itisa cause of gratitude, traly, to
see our tent strengthening its stakes; hut
the proportions are destroyed unless, at the
same time, the cords are lengthened. There
ig room for many missionaries here, and the
Lord is gradually openine doors for us that
we mav go in and possess the land.  These
open doors have in them a voice. By them
the Lord is appealing to the church . “Who
will gro for us, and whom shall we send ?”
O that manv of our students and young
ministers would, like Isaiah of old, respond:
¢ Here am I Lord, send me.”’

Aneiteum, Aug. 5th,, 1865.

We arrived here last Saturday. We
have held one missicnary meeting. Lev.
Mr. Niven has resicned and returns to the
Australian Colonies by the earliest oppor-
tunity.

Mr. Paton is re-appointed to Australia
to complete arrangements for the sup-
port of the Jayspring. He suggests the
desirahleness ¢f starting a children’s maga-
zine in Svdney, to be called the “ Day-
spring,” Dr. Steele to be the editor. We
have sanctioned the project, and have
pledzed ourselves to send, each of us, a
monthly article, but to incur no pecuniary
responsibility. It remains to be seen whe-
ther he can make satisfactory arrangements
to carry the project into execution.

Mr. P. goes to the colonies as soon as a
passage for him Tcan be secured, first to
Queensland, next to Victoria. Thus Mr.
Niven's resignation and Mr. Paton’s return
to the colonies leave us in point of strength
the same as last year.

We have visited Fate, Eromanga, Tanna,
Aniwa, and Fotuna. The state of matters
in Fate I have already stated. The mis-
sionary’s house was built last year. They
were then disappointed.  Their hopes and
expectations were again raised this year,
but owing to the return of the two brethren

to the colonies they are again disappointed.
What the effects will be we cannot say.

EROMANGA.

Eromanga i3 at present in a state of
great agitation. When we came in we
found the natives in arms against a sandal-
wood establishment. Thev were threaten-
ing to cxterminate all foreigners from off
the island; first the traders and those in
their employment, then the missionary and
his adherents. A treaty of peace was con-
c'uded when we were there. 1 have no
doubt that the seasonable arrival of the
Dayspring in Dillon’s bay, was under God,
the means of greatly weakening the hands
of the heathen in their purposes of blood.
It was they who sued for peace, using the
Dayspring as a third party to mediate be-
themselves and Mr. Henry. As yet Mr.
Gordon is not involved, his position, how-
ever, i3 rendered one of constant anxiety
and peril.

TANNA.

Tanna is again closed: Two Ancitecum
teachers with their families were necessitated
to leave the other day. They were taken
to Erromanga by a sandal-wood trader.
The chief with whom they lived were favo-
rable towards them to the end ; but an in-
land tribe threatened to make war on him
unless he sent them away. We visited
Black Beach. The chief savs that when
gsome war in which they are soon to be
engaged has passed its round, the teachers
may return.

We were also ashore at Mr. Matheson’s
station. Many, both male and fewale,
crowded round Mr. Paton to greet him
with enthusiasm. Mr. Matheson’s house
is still standing hut over grown with weeds.
His goats are multiplied into a larze stock.
He is in his grave, but his labors are not
lost. e has sown, and no doubt some one
will reap at no distant day the fruit of his
labors.  One could not but teel, on landing
that an impression had been made there by
the truth.  The natives beld out to us the
Hrospect of receiving teachers at no distant

ay.

We did not go into Port Resolution, as
the wind would prevent our getting out, if
once in. But we had the people off in
canoes with yams and other articles for
barter. They are not at present ready to
receive teachers ; but one fricndly chief held
out the prospect of doing so goon, unless
he and his people are destroyed in a threat-
ened invasion. Fotura is ready for the
settlement of a Missionary, and Aniwa
also. But none can be given them. We
have them not! Is there none among our
young ninjsters whose compassion for the
perishing will induce to come to the rescue.

A man-of-war, the Esk, commanded by
Capt. Luce, is here now, awaiting the arri-
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val of the Commodore. Much depends
upon what these vessels may do for the pro-
tection of life and property on these islands.
We have drawn up a memorial to the Com-

modore, ealling attention to the outrazes .

comumitted by the heathen on British sub-
jects in the mission service, and on natives
emploved by them.  Unless these, the re-
presentatives of Her Britanic Majesty, do

something to turn the tide, the insolence of |

the heathen, in sgme places, will know no
bounds. At present, they hoastinzly count
the number of foreigners with whom they
have made war, with impunity !

A day or two and we expect to return
again to Fate, to our beloved work and
home.

Allthe missionaries are well. Mr. Robert-
son is doing we!l mmong the natives. They
look on him as a personal friend, he is so
kin1 and gentle with them.

Mr. Geddie’s natives are longing for his
rveturn,—and, no doubt, he is longing to
return to them. Yours, sincerely,

. MoRrriso~.

Letter from Rev. J. D. Gordon.

Dillon’s Bay, Erromanqa,
Awngust 29th, 1865.
Rev. J. Bay~e,

Dear Sir,—The *“ Amateur > Captain
Longmuir, bound for China, is in Dillon’s
Bay at present. He and his wife, who is
with him, are members of Dr. Steel’s con-

gregation, Sydney. The Capt. brought me |

my hoat sa‘e and sound.

I have not heard a word from or of vou
for scveral months. A mail for the group,
however, which came when I was absent,
may contain some letters, It was sent on
to Amneiteum, so I shall not know for some
time yet about the contents.

TROUBLES.

o« have still to record the goodness of
the Lord which cudureth ever. “Good-
ness and merey all my life,” &c., ought to
be, if it is not, the matter of my song ; not-
withstanding murky skies angd stormy wea-
ther. The last few months have been
troublous, and the past week unusnally ex-
citing. On Thursday the 24th July, the
Dayspring sailed hence for Tana, and an-
chored at Black Beach next day. The first
thing necessary was to catch the bell-wether,
which was done when the chief of the' place
came off. Afier this we went on shore and
through him Mr. Paton addressed 2 number
of the people in the school-house. Next
day, Sahbath, just after the commencement
of the service, a boat from a trading vessel
came to the shore, and that had more at-
traction for the poor souls than our presence
or words. The chiet would not translate
as the people were urging him to let them

2o, and soon off thav went. Tt was propos-
ed to sail on Monday morning before day-
light, at which information the chief was so
sutky that he would not accompany us to
the beach. The vessel remained; much
was bought and sold, chiefly yams and sow
pigs.  So we lefc them in good humor.

Ou Tuegday we went off Umirarakar,

!
and Ianded for a short time. The rocks
around the inhospitable shore awoke re-
miniscences of a very touching character.
It was not deewmed advisable to venture off
the shore.
PORT RESOLUTION,

On Wednesday we were off Port Reso-
lution. A native taken from Sydney had
been left at Mr. Matheson’s station ; an-
other for this place had died after a long
sickness, at 2 o’clock the preceeding night
and was buried in the morning near his
own home. He, of course, received the con-
tinuous attentions of Mr. Paton, and we
can say, at least, that he died not heyvond
the boundary of hope. It was a trving
time for poor Mr. Paton. It was espevially
so when we concluded not to enter the port ;
some were for passing by it altogether.—
Intercourse was held with Nowar, a friecndly
old chief who stuck by him in the day of
his adversity, and who was, on the first
opportunity which atforded, well rewarded
for his tidelity. Another lad subject to fits
was left, or left of his own accord, at the
port. At dusk we bore away for Aniwa.
The Dayspring was freighted with at least
one heavy heart. Al things considered
the visit was not fitted to give bucyancy to
the spirits of our brother, or svothe his
crushed feelings,

ANIWA,

At Aniwva Mr. Paton and I landed—T,
chiefly to se2 some Eromangans who were
there, tenin all.  Qur reception was civil.
A squall overtook us as we neared the ves-
sel, and she was in danger of being stranded,
but the Lord delivered us. This is the se-
cond time we weve nearly wrecked on this
little island. The state of Fotuna, all
things counsidered, was encouraging, I
weald choose that island were I disengaged
from this one.

1 do not know that our meectings on
Aneiteum, of conference, would be charac-
terized as a great success.

VESSELS OF WAR.

The mission vessel has cost, and is cost-
ing much time, as well as £1200 stg. an-
nually. No doubt she is nceded, and had
we half a dozen more men her services
would be requircd in this group all her time.
Very likely after the extensive machinery
connected with her hegins to play with less
creaking, and curiosity is fally satisfied, the
times will be reversed, viz., that she will
Le eight months in the islands and four in
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the colonics, and not vice versa, as last year. ‘

We had little expeetation on leaving this
island of coming back under cover of a

man-of-war. We found H.M.S. Esk, Capt.

Luce, in Anciteam, on our arrival. The
Curacoa, Commodore Wiseman, Bart., C.B.
was dailv expected, and soon arrived. The
committee drew up a memorial, which
was presented, concerning the state of
matters on Tana and Eromanga. In this
I found myself in very awkward circum-
stances, but yiclded to the judgments of
others, as my standing out would have
barred action on Tana; at least such was
said. I had no scruple, however, about
giving in the names of Range and Akasx,
the former of notorious fame, and the other
who has heen the most active agent against
christianity since my arrival, and an insti-
gator of the death of teachers, &c. The
Commodore expressed sympathy, but said
he could not go back to 1861. The pro-
cecdings of that year, however, on Froman-
ga caused, it was alleged, the breaking up
of the mission on Tana ; and if Cominodore
Seymour harred Commodore Wiseman on
the one island, why not on the other®

Ou our arrival in Port Resolution, the
hostile chiefs who had destroyed and plun-
dered the missionary’s place, were summon-
ed toappear and answer for their evil deeds,
at a given time, on pain of having their
property destroyed. The principle upon
which the Commodore acted was, “ That
chiefs having sold land and promised pro-
tection to British subjects, could not, with
impunity, turn upon them as the Tanese
had done.  After the time set had expired,
and a good respite was given in addition,
and Nowar had been sent to Pella, canoes
and all, and the people had been warned off
the devoted coast, the Curacoa opened out
upon the places around, and it was a terrible
day for the brave Tanese, but & proud one
for okt Nowar (no-war) and his people.—
The assailants lost one man on shore, who
was shot by a Tanaman from the branches
of atree, A few of the natives lost their
lives, by the bursting of a shell after we left.
On Sabhath morning they sued for peace,
promised to be good,—~to make restitution
of mission property (a demand made of
them),—and to firht no more peaccable
subjects of Her Majesty. 1 believe they
richly merited the castigation, and that
thoneh it was severity 1o the few it will be
in merey to the many,  They have learned
not to despise British power, of which before
they had not the faintest conception. Of
mission property it is a poor restitution they
can make, but having been given to under-
stand that the same thing would be repeated
year after year till thev did so, and having
lost twenty-one canocs, they will, no doubt,
make the attempt. They asked Mr. Paton
to return and live among them. The great

boon is, in my estimation, security to life
and property henceforth, To vessels which
called there since from this island, they
have declared theie resolution not to pro-
voke British power again,—* No more fight
white man.”

A MAN KILLED.

Yesterday word came from a vessel lying
in Dillon’s Bay that of her crew, a day or
two previous, a white man had been killed
at Black Beach. The captain of this vessel,
the Curlew, of Sydney, was taken off hy the
man-of-war to Sydney, to stand his trial for
having shot his mate. 1 have only heard
the facts of the last affray at Black Beach,
viz., that the man was sitting on the heach
smoking, when a Tanaman seized upon,
and shot him with his own gun, which he
had snatched from his victim. A native of
Port Resolution, who was in the boat, shot
the man who did it : so it would appear the
thing was not done to avenge the visit of
the man.of-war. A Sandwich native had
his head opencd with a hatchet.

EROMANGA.

A word about this island. It may be a
short one—nothing was done. The Cnraroa
and Dayspring anchored in Dillon’s Bay on
Sabbath evening. Sir William expressed
his intention of sailing next evening, if pos-
sible. By noon next day I had a few of
our friendly natives assembled and all our
friecndly chiefs. These last Sir William
addressed in the school-room. He referred
to the antecedents of the people in terms of
strong disapprobation, gave them pgood
counsel accompanied with warning, or rath-
er threatenings, which they were to commu-
nicate to their neighbors. This order was
not obeyed, for the ohvious reason that they
were afraid to tell them, as by so doing
they would bring hatred upon themsclves,
as they had incurred displeasure by coming
to the Bay to sece the Commodore. Kowi-
owi and Warisnangeri, who are men of ill
repute in our neighborhood, were summon-
ed into the presence of Her Majesty’s repre-
sentative, and charged, but to little purpose:
they, too, promised to intorm the chicfs of
the Commodore’s message to them, viz.,
that if any more lives of British subjects
living peaccably or trading lawfully in the
island, should be injured in their persons or
property, he would come himself, or send a
vessel prepared to land men, and remain a
month, or two months if required, to take
vengeance on the guilty. Iasked Kowiowi
afterwards what effect the message would
be likely to produce upon those to whom it
was sent, whereupon, holding up his hands
and measuring off the tip of one finger, he
said they would fear that much.

DIFFICULTIES.

The Commodore did not deem it advisa
ble to actempt to punish the murderers of
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Fletcher and twelve Fateans in July last.—
Time and other circumstances prevented.
The result is as might have been anticipated,
If there is ability to punish, why not tryit?
The guilty answer hy saying, of course,
that there is inabilitv. It is extremely
difficult to reach them, bear in mind.—
Whether it shou'd have been attempted an-
der existing circumstances, is another ques-
tion. The issue is particularly unfortunate.
There appaars 10 he an ill-fate attending
the visits of ships of war to this island.—
The Commaodore purposed representing the
whole case to the Admiralty, and, if need-

ed, a vessel would at some future day be |

despatched to the island to settle out-stand-
ing wricvances. The heathen rage--Jehovah
reigns, How signally we have heen reprov-
ed for leaninx upon an arm of flesh. Sir
William expressed a desire to do all he
could, if not all he wished. By a notere
ceived from him at Fate, he promised to
call here again next month,  If his sympa-
thies were not with missions when he left
Syduey, they are now, since his cruize to
the East and thas far in the West. An
annual visit was promised. The brethren
at Fate presented him with an address,
commending his policy, and the hamanity
and justice which characterized his measures
and movements. Mr. Inglis was voted
away t render assistance in negotiations,
both here and at ‘Tana, and his services
were valuable.

All our teachers who had plantations at
the By here, and others on the premises,
bave had them plundered and destroyed.

I have made arrangements to get a ton
of beans from Anciteum, which will help us
throuch the lonus searce season now in pros.
pect, and present even,

The Committee have offered Mr. Henry
£150 for his premises.  If he can get more
he will not take it. He values the bhuild-
ings,—I, the land, for the peaceful scttle-
ment of our friendly natives. The situation
of the house is bad, and its associations
worse. I would not live in it if it were va-
cated to-morrow.

INCIDENTS.

Another fearful death occurred there a
few days ago, by the bursting of a small
piece of ordnance. A white man was blown
to picces.

The sandal-wood trade is fast breaking
ap,—going like the ice out of Pictou har-
bor in the month of May, or April perhaps.

Range has moved off to Fate, and taken
his Seraglio with him. Two other Malays
have goue, one taken two women and an-
other one —sluves hought and sold, and car-
ried off against their will. One poor young
girl was dragged, apainst her own tears and
father’s wishes on board a little French
vessel, Capt. Vincent, and taken to New

Caledonia. My whole heing curses the
accursed traffic. May God have wmercy
upon the miserable captives, whose country-
men will never get protection untit the gos-
pel gives it them. Of the four hundred
forcign natives here at the enid of my first
year, there are not over onc hundred now.

The Dayspring tarried here two or three
days, to water for her Euastern voyaze. I
had the company the brethren, Messrs,
Inglis, Paton and McCallagh the mean-
while, and missed the Dayspring as she
disappearedt at dusk hehind the southern
headtand of Dillon’s Bay.

PROSPECTS.

My situation hercis not very comfortable
The people all around are at war at the
present time. I sce no speedy solution of
difficulties. All T have been uttesnpting for
the last six months has been to maintain
my ground—to hold what we have. The
brethren think I will do well if I can make
out to live through unother year. T'his is
emall husiness.  The present is a very
critical juncture in our affairs. If we can
outride the present gale we may have a
period of tranquility afierward. As we
greatly need, so may we have the henefit of
the prayers of the faithful among you. Yon
know what moves the hand that moves the
world.

This leaves me well : may it find you in
health.  Greet all the brethren,  Yours are
remembered. I have a lively recollection
of good friends in Pictoun and New Glaszow.

Prof. McCualloch is gone. The tribute
paid him in his obituary notice is well
merited. 1 have much reason to think, as
well as to speak good of him. I uever
heard him excelled in a Sabhath school,
and doubt if many heard him equalled.—
One by one they go and arc leaving us
alone in the world.  With heavy tread we
follow hard behind. My spirit sometimes
stretches oat her hands to catch hold on a
place of rest. Yours, &ec.,

J. D. Gorvox.

Aneiteun, N. IHebrides, July 31, 1863.
Minutes of Missionary Conference.

At a mecting of the New Hebrides Mis-
sion held here this day, present—Rev’ds J.
Inglis, J. G. Paton, D. Morrison, J. D.
Gordon, Wm. McCullagh, J. Niven, and
Capt. Fraser, the following miaut:s were
passed :

1. This meeting embraces the present
opportunity (it being impracticable to hold
2 meeting at an earlier date) of expressing
gratitude to Almighty God for the safe
return of the Day Spring, onthe 9th of
June, and for the goud health enjoyed by
ail on hoard.

2. This meeting likewise expresses gras-
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itude to God for the safe arrival of Rev. J.
G. Pacon and Mrs. Patan, Rev J. Niven,
and Mrs. Niven, and yives them a hearty
welcome as kihorers on this group.

3. Intimation was given by the Rev. J.
Niven of his desire to resign as a member
of this mission, and it was agreed in con-
sequence, that Revd, Messrs. Inglis and
Morrizon be appointedy 8 committee to
confer with Mr. Niven on the subject and
report at next sederunt.

4. Mr. Paton read afull report of his
labors in the Colonies and in Britain, in
order to rase funds for the purchase and
support of the Day Spring, for supplies
for native teachers, and al<o for procuricyg
additional laborers for this field.

5. It was unanimously agreed that this
meeting record its gratitude to God for the
sitceess which has attended Mr. Paton’s
lahors, and its appreciation of the great
zeal, diligzence and perseverance displayed
by Mr. Paton in carrying out the objects
for which he was sent.

6. Mr. Tugli- reada copy of the minutes
which were passed at Mave, and it was
agreed that these he received and entered
in the minute book.

7. It was agreed that the Mare teachers
should go in the Day Spring to be located
at Havannah or Fil Harbor, as Mr. Mor-
rison may think advisable.

& M», Inglis reported that the Jokn
Knoce !ad been sold by him and Mr. Me-
Culla<h, for £150 instead of £200, the sum
mentioued in a former minnte, and the
mecting approved of the sale of the schoon-
er for that sum under the circamstances.
(Note. It was oxpensive keeping the Jokn
Kuox in order, and the long period during
which she was drawn up had told greatly
on the state of the wood, so that it was
economy to sell, had it been for £100 only )

5. Capt. Fraser was appointed agent for
the Day Spring in the Colonies.

SECOND SEDERUNT.

August 1st, 1365.

10. Minutes of former meeting were
read.

11. The meeting proeceded to comsider
those parts of Mr. Paton’s report requiring
immediate attention.

12. Mr. Morrison on behalf of the com-
mittee appointed to confer with Mr. Niven,
reported that Mr. Niven still adhered to
his former resolution.

13. It was agreed that certain medicines.
medical instruments, and other supplics
given to Mr. Niven by the committee at
home as a part of his missionary outfit,
should be received here hy Mr. Inglis, and
a rece.pt given to Mr. Niven for the same.
Also, that the wood for house-building
should be received by Mr. Inglis and re-

tained on behalf of the Reformed Presby-
terian F. M. Committee.

14. It was agreed that Mr. Inglis should
write the report of the work of the Day
Spring on the New Helrides, Loyulty,
Samoan, and Hervey Islands, and that
the clerk and he should examine the ac-
connts of the Day Spring, and report ac-
cordingly.

15 It was agreed in the present state of
the mission that a sailing missionary is not
desirable.

6. It was also acemed advisable in the
present circumstances of the mission that
Mr. Paton should not go to the colonies
this year. {This was rescinded and Mr. P,
is 1 o now.)

17. That each migsionary should contri-
hute one article monthly towards the publi-
cation of a magazine for the Sahbath
School children in the colonies, and for
ward the same to Svdney per Day Spring
in Dec. next, (Twelve are to he sent in
advance, i.e. on for each month — Dr.
Steel to to be Editor). These are the prin-
cipal subjects discussed at length.

Letter from Rev. Wm. McCullagh.

ERrroMANGA, Aug. 2lst, 1865.

My Dear Sir,—As there is a schooner
here on her way to China, I embrace this
opportunity to send you a little informa-
tion for the Witness if therc be not space
in the Record.

This schooner was built by Mr. Millar,
Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia, and is com-
manded by Capt. Longmair, a member of
Rev. D:. Steel’s Church, Sydney. The
name o/ the schooner is Amatenr. The
Feciia that called at Anciteum in Octo-
ber Jast was built at Miramichi, New
Brunswi. k.

You will be glad to know that we are
all well. We are returning to Anciteum
after leaving Mr. and Mrs. Morrison at
Fatc, and visiting several places requiring
teachers on that large and populous island.

The Commodore accompanied us as far
as Havannah Harbour, and parted from
us on Friday evening for Malicolo and
Bank’s island, where he expects Bishop
Patteson to meet him.

I mentioned in a former letter that we
had petitioned Siv William Wiseman re-
gnrding the state of matters at ‘T'anna.
LErromanga, and Fate, and the following is
a copy ot the minute passed at our meet-
ing :—

To Com. Sir W. Wiseman, Bart, C.B., &c.
On board the Mission Schooner }
 Dayspring,” Aug. 18, 1865.

Sir,—We heg respectfully to commun-
icate to you the following minute passed
this day at our meeting:—

“ At a meeting of the New Hebrides
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Mission hald on hoard the 7 eyspring at
Havannah  harhor,  Anrast  [8th, 1363,
present, Revids, JJ0 Inclis, Jo Go Paton,
D. Morrison, W. MeCuallush and C.\yt:liu
Fraser, Mr. Tuclis in the chair, dnter alia, it
was unanimously asreed,

“Lhat the thanks of this meetine are
due to Commadore Siv Williun Wisemn,
Bart, C. B, &, for the kind aud courteous
manner in which e received the mernao.
rial rvespecting the loss of lite, and pro-
perty ~wstained hy this mission on Tanny,
Erroma g and Fate, and the prompti-
tude with which lie proceeded to iuvesti-
gate and redvess those gricvances.”

“The members of the Mission observed
with creat satisfaction the wise, judicious,
and vicorous, yvet humane, poliey parsued
Ly th Commuodore, and that his oflicers
and mien were actnated by the same spivit;
and their hope is that he may be able to
complete suel other arranzements as may
still be mnecessary to bring murderers to
Justice, and render the life of British sub-
Jjeets safe gn Ltheir property seeave through-
eut thew istands”

We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obuedient servants,
Joux INaLis, (feirmn,
Wi, MeCurnnacu, Seeretary.
REPLY.
I M. 8.« Curacon,” at {Lwannaly, Har-
bor, Sandwich Ishand, New eberdes,
August 18th, 1363,

Sir—T bez to arknowledge the receipt
of a letter, communicating to me a resolu-
tion passed this day at a meeting of the
New Hebrides Mission, held on board the
schooner Dayspring in this harbor.

It is with much eratification that I learn
that the policy I have adopted towards
the natives, during my visit to the New
Hebrides, has been to the satistaction of
the Mission, and that it is likely to be
productive of wood results,

I beer further to assure the New He-
brides Mission that all well authenticated
cases of murder, and ill-treatment of Brit-
ish subjects, and cases of destrucetion of
British property, will reecive prompt in
vestization and redress.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
W. WiseMay.
Com. Conunanding Australinn Syuadron.

To the Rev. J. Incris, Chairman of the
New Hebrides Mission.

We have heard to-day that three lives
were lost by the explosion of a shell at
Tanua, but we cannot sav whether or not
this report be correct.  Certain it is that
great damage has been done, and the report

" ness at Fate or Sandwich Tsland,

will <onn spread over other islends  re-
eavding the visit of 4 man-ofwar to Tanna.

Whether the Commodore will retarn to
Erromanra on his way to New Caledonia
and Svidney, we do not kuow, hut in the
meantime our hrother Mr. Gordon is in a
very eritieal sitwation,  Thivty lives have
been sacriticed on this island during the
past vear, and fourtern of these belongred to
Fate.  Fletcher, the Faropean, was quite
an inoffensive man. A« Istated in o former
letter, the Contmodare could not shend a
fortnizht to pur.ae the murderers, nor were
his men provided for such work,  But no
doubt Siv W Wiseman will aet with promp-
titnde when proper arrangeinents have heen
marde.

But while thines are not enconpasing at
Tanna or Erromanga at preseat, God, in
his providenee, is opening doors of nseful-
We were
much pleased with our visit to Erakor, and
admired the neat residence of Mr. Mor-
rison.  Mrs, Morrison has displased much
taste in seleeting and  arranving Howers,
while due attention has been given to

veretubles, and we  observed  cabinures,
taro, anl melons  thriving  remavkably
well,  The sitnation is quict. aml there iy

a fresh breeze to render it more acrecable
during the hot months,  The dwelhing-

. honse is of native workmanship and very

creditable. Mr. Morrison’s tirst econcern
was to learn the languaze, which he
speaks very well.  He may remove by-
anlbye to Fil harbor and thus exert a
oreater influcuce.  There are =ome  tine
harhors at Fate.  Havannah harbor is ex-
cellent. I am, dear sir, vours faithfully,
W. McCunnaai.
Rev. J. Bayne, Sec. F. M. B,

PO e
The Sabbath Schoot,

Sabbath School Liessons for March
FIRST SABBATIL

Sunsect: Birth of Jesus foretold. Tuke
i, 26-38,

V. 26.—~The angel Gabriel had appeared
to Zacharias, the hushand of Elizabeth, and
made known the birth of John, the fore-
ranner of Christ. The same angel now
appears to Mary to foretell the speedy ad-
vent of Fmmanuel, God wirh us. This
Gabwiel, this “ man of God,” this “ mighty
power of God,” does not come self-xent,
self-commissioned ; he is “ sent from (God”
and by God. The appointed time has ar-
rived for the fulfilment of Oll Testament
prediction ; God’s gracions purposes of
mercy to man are ahout to he accomplished,
aud Gabricl is sent from God to make the




1866

The Tame and Foreign Becord,

51

fuet known. ““ In the sixth month ”"—from
his previows appearance to Zacharing—
Elizanbcdh having hid herself five months.
< Galilee”” was a political division of Pales-
tine, situated to the north of Jerusalem.

the sea of Galilee and the Meditersanean.,

All modern travellers spepk of its situation |

as the most lovely of any town in Palestine.

V. 27.—Mary was ‘“espoused,” promis-
ed in marringe, or, as we say, engaged to
he married, to Joseph, She, a3 well as
Joseph, was of the “ house,” family or pos-
terity of David, and, therefore, of royal de-
scent.

V. 28.—The salutation of the angel,

“ Highly favored,” not on account of per- .

sonal beauty, but spoken of the favor she
had found in God’s sight.
thou among women ’—not over women,
not nbore women, but among women. No
indication of worship here—Mary was a
sinfal creature like all others of her race,
and hence the amazing honour manifested
towards her.  *“ Blessed,” a Hebrew form
indicating the superlativ 2 degree—** happiest
of women.”

V. 29.—Mary is “troubled,” disturbed,-

amazed at the words of the heavenly mes-
senger, and ‘‘ casts in her mind,” ponders,
reflects, what can be the meaning of the
angel’s words, ller reflection shows her
entire self-possession.

Vv. 30-34.—In these verses the angel re-
assures Mary—and reveals the nature of
the child who was to be born of her—
“Jesus,”’ Saviour, son of man, yet son of
God—*“ Son of the Highest.”” * The throne
of his father David,” though abased, was
to be given to him, and, by him, to be rais-
ed t0 a pitch of honour and glory—for,
““ gver the house of Jacob he shall reign for
ever ; and of his kingdom there shall be no
end.” He is the long-promised, long ex,
ﬁect,ed king of the Jews, but his kingdom-

is church, is to be perpetual ; and this per-
petuity marks the nature of his kingdom,
that it is over God’s holy hill of Zion, as
king of his wpeople for ever. Mary’s ques-
tion, * How shall this be 7’ is quite lawful,
inasmuch as it i8 made in a spirit reverential
towards God—very different from the ques-
tion of Zacharias, which implied a doubt of
the possibility of what was promised.

Vv. 35-37.—Gabriel’s answer. Things,
secmingly impossible to men, are perfectly
easy of accomplishment by God. The bare
mention of the fact shonld be enongh when
God speaks; but, to strengthen her faith,
Mary is told of another seeming impossi-
bility in relation to the case of her ‘‘cousin”
or relative, Elizabeth, who had been ac-
counted barren, and who, nevertheless, in
her 0ld age, bad conceived a son. “ The
Holy Ghost ’—a divine operation, a divine

|
|
|
|
!
i

person, the third person of the Blessed
Trinity. * Therefore " —implying that this
child was not to be born by ordinary gene-

i ration; he was to be holy, harmless, unde-
|
“ Nazareth ”' was a small town of Galilee, :
situated among hills, about midway between |

tiled, separated from sinners.  Heb, vil 26.
“ Shall he called,” not simply shall be, but
shall he recognized to be “the son of God.”

V. 38.—Mary’s entire acquiescence. She
believes, and is desirous that everything
happen agreeably to the message.  Con-
trast Mary’s faith with Eve’s unbelicf. By
the one came the fall, by the other came
the salvation,

LEessovs.

1. Notice the unostentatious, vet ma-

i jestic entrance of the Word made flesh into
J

our world, Gad choosing the weak things
of the world to confound the things thas

i are mighty.
“Blessed art ; )

2. The greatness of Jesus, his true ha-
manity and his true divinity.

3. Jesus, a gracious gift to his mother.
Mary, to the Jewish people, to the whole
world.

4. With God nothing is impossible, this
truth sufficient to put unhelief to shame, to
strengthen weak faith, and to excite our
faith to faithful adoration and to unlimited
ohedience.

SECOND SABBATH.

Sunsect : Mary’s visit to Elizabeth,—
Luke i. 39-56.

In this intercating paragraphis contained
a graphic account of the meeting of two
near relatives, and the beautiful hymns of
praise uttered by Elizabeth and Mrry in
view of the unspeakable grace of God as
manifested in the approaching birth of the
Saviour.

V. 39.—It was not a customary thing for
unmarried Jewish females to travel alone,
but we may suppese that Mary had Joseph’s
permission to make the journey ; perhaps
he accornpanied her part of the way, or
placed her in the care of some compan,
about to travel in the same direction, "K
city of Judah,” or, perhaﬁs, “ the city Juta
or Juttah ”—a cousiderable district at the
present day, in the ‘ hill country ” to the
south of Jernsalem, principally inhabited
now by Mohammedans, She went “ with
haste,”’ clearly showing that her mind was
much engaged with the wessage of the
angel, and that she thorougbly believed the
trath of that message. On the faith of the
statement she sets out at omee to visit her
cousin.

Vv. 40-45.—After the usual greetings, we
have the wondrous effect of the salutation
of Mary, and Elizabeth’s hymn. The forty-
first verse explains the forty-second. Eliza-
beth, inspired by the Holy Ghost, discovers,
by the movement of the child, that she is
standing in the presence. of the future
mother of her Lord. *“Filled with the Holy
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Ghost "—fitled with his influences, and also
with a spivit of fervent and devout thanks-
giving. May not the question of verse forty-
three contain an acknowledgment of IStina-
beth’s conscious inferiority to Mary (as the
mother of our Lord,) similar to that after-
wards made by John to Christ ¢ and may
it not also imply Elizabeth’s recognition of
the truth of the [ncarnation 2 ¢ Blessed is
she that believed ’—the first beatitude of
the New Testament, and, in a certain sense,
the root of all the rest.  Elizabeth, while
extolling the blessedness of Mary, was un-
doubtedly reflecting with compassion on
the coudition of Zacharias, whose unbelief
had heen reproved with loss of speech,while
the belicving Marv was entering her house
with joyful salutation. Though not indis-
pensally necessary to Mary, yet the words
of assurance that the things promised should
be all fulfilled, must have been most gladly
welcomed, and must have proved a confirm-
ation of her faith.

V'v.46-56.—Mary’s beautiful hymn pours
forth from her believing heart in reply to
Elizahetl’s psalm-like salutation. Thesoug
is clearly no carefully prepared hymn for
the occasion, but bursts forth spontancously
as the unpremeditated outpouring of deep
emotion—the outburst of a jovful faith.
She owns Christ as her Lord and Saviour,
she is his kandmaiden, and owns her * low
estate” as such, thereby, beforehand, as it
were, disclanming that worship which Ro-
man Catholics blasphemously give her.—
With her whole heart and with atl her
powers she exalts and glorifies her Lord—
“My soul doth magnifving the Lord.” Ta
reading her hymn we are frequently remind-
ed of the songs of Hanpah and David, of
Miriam and Deborah, manifesting that she
was well versed in the OQld Testament Scrip-
tures. She celebrates the grace of God in
verse fortycight. The covenant-promise,
“ In thee shall all nations of the earth be
blessed,” made originally to Abraham, is
now applied particalarly to herself. All
nations would be blessed in her as the im-
mediate progenitor of the Messiah. In vv.
49-54, God’s omnipotence, his holiness, his
mercy, his love, his justice and his faithful-
ness, arcall celebrated. God is the “mighty”’
—the Alnighty One, and “ shows strength
with his arm.”  He is the Holy One, and
“Ioly is his name.,” He is the Merciful
One, tor “ His tender mercies are over all
His works.” He is the Loviag Oae, and
‘“ His love is from everlasting.” He is the
Just One, the  just God and yet the jastice
of the ungodly.” He is tiie Faithful One,
his faithfulness is everlasting, from genera-
tion to generation,—a covenant-keeping, a
covenant-remembering, & covenant-fulfilling

Lerssoxs.
1. The contrast between the introduction

* charias is fulfilled. John is horn.

of the Old and New Testament covenau.ts.
The ol introduced with circumstances of
fear and terror,—the new, at its very first
appearance, is greeted with songs of praise
and jov.

2. That the songs of Elizabeth and
Mary are full of the persuasion that ‘“ the
Messiah is to be the head of the prophetic
brotherhoad, the soucce of ten:poral as welt
as spiritual prosperity to Isracl, the hizhest
blessing to the world, the highest gifr of
grace, the supreme manifestation of the
glory of God

3. That all who are the true subjects of
divine grace in the heart, will manifest it
in the life, and will be always ready to re-
cognize and acknowledge the sovercign, the
distinguishing, the clecting love of God, in
the matter of their own personal salvation.

THIRD SABBATH.

- Stssect: Birth of Jokn the Baptist—
Luke i. 57-80.

Mary remained with Elizabeth three
months, but left probably before the birth
of John and returned to Nazareth, from
which she had speedily to retrace his steps
to Bethlehem.

Vv. 57, 58.—The divine promise to Za-
Eliza-
beth’s friends rejoice with her over the
“great mercy”’ of God upon her. We
should be ready always to rejoice sincerely
when our friends are favoured of God.

V. 59.—Circumcision was the sign of
God’s covenant with his people. Sce Gen.
xvii. 10-14, and Lev. xit. 3. The child
was to be circumcised on the eighth day.
It was a sign and token of spiritual grace,
like baptism, and no good Jew neglected
the duty of thus devoting his child to God.
It was not essential to salvation any more
than is baptism. ¢ They came”’—any
Israelite could perform the ceremony.—
“After the name of his father ”—this was
not the custom among the Jews, but in this
case it was to be done because Zacharias
would have no other son to bear his name.

Vv. 60-64—He was called the divinely
appointed name, John, * Jehovah’s gift.”
{Join the last clause of ver. 63 to ver. 64.
The cause of their wonder was that Zacha-
rias’s mouth was opened.) The first usc
to which he put it was to praise God.

Vv.65, 66.—God’s hand was manifest in
all the circumstances, hence this ¢ fear”
and anxious curiosity. John was born
probably at or near Hebron.

V. 67.—The prophecy of Zacharias was
uttered on the very day of circumcision.
He spake of events shortly to happen.

V. 68.—Visited and reseemed—God had
resolved to do so, and the prophet realizes
by faith the unseen snd fatare, as if it were
prescnt. This refers to the coming of Christ
—his birth, which was to take place in less
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than three months after John’s circumeision. l infant children may and should be conse-

V. 69.—/lorn—an embhlem of strength ;

and hounour; still worn in the East. Psalm
exxxii. 17, Jesus is referred to, not John.
House of David—family, descendants.

V. 70.—All the prophetsspake of Christ.

V. 7L.—Qur haters and enemics are sa-
tan, death and sin, and from these Christ
redeems us.

Vv. 72, 73.—Holy Covenant—the gospel.
God rememhered it when he completed it,
and proclaimed its full freeness. This cove-

nant is the oath of the seventy-third verse. !

Vv. 74-75—Without fear—i. e. the fear
of enemies. It is always right to look to
God with holy, loving tear.

Vv.76.79.—The destiny and the work
of the tender babe are marked out. God
knows the end from the beginning. .fohn
was the last prophet of the old covenant
and the first of the new. Hewas the Elijah
spoken of by Malachi.  Darkness :—as light
is used as a symbol of what is pure, holy,
loving, God-like, so is darkness the symbol
of ienorance, impurity, hatred, and every-
thing satanic. g’lzadow of death—an awful
figure! Death is represented as standing
between us and Ged, and we resting in its
haleful shadow. ‘ The dayspring from on
high ** dispels this shadow, conquers death.

V. 80.—Here we have the biography of
John till he was 30 years of age.  Showing
unto Israel—his entry on his public ministry
as a prophet.

LESSONS.

1. From God’s dealings with Zacharias
and Elizabeth we may learn that he is faith-
ful and merciful, and at the same time that
he marks anbelief with stern displeasare,
even in those who love him.

2. Zacharias used his restored power of
speech to praise God ; so should we use all
our powers : especially when God gives us
health after sickness, wealth after poverty,
&c., should we use our advantages at once
to his glory.

3. From the prophecy we learn that
Christ i3 the only redeemer, the horn of our
salvation, and that he can save us from our
enemics. Holy prophets spake of him since
the world began, and we should think and
speak very often of him.

4. From ver. 74 and 75 we have to learn
that Christ saves us irn order that we may
serve him all the days of our life, in holiness
and rightconsness.

5. The forgiveness lof sins is throngh
the tender mercy of God, for the sake of
Christ. Without Christ we shall be for-
ever in darkaess, error and death.

6. From this much of the life of John
we learn that childven should bo set apart
to God, and that he can dwell in them by
his spirit and make them holy. John was
circumcised when eight days old; therefore

crated to God by baptism,
FOURTH SABBATH.

Svnaect: Birth of Jesus.  Mat 1-25,

Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who is God
over all hlessed forever, is also a man, and
was born of the virgin Mary ar Bethlehem,
near the end of the reign of IHerod the
Great. The precise date of his birth is
unknown ; but the glorious event probably
oceurred four vears before the date usually
griven—that is about 1870 years azo, not
1866. Matt. i. 1-16 gives the genealogy of
Joseph the husband of Mary in the line,
not of actual descent, but of succession, as
heir to the kingdom. It is no doubt an
extract from a public document, and it
proves clearly that Jesuvs, by his reputed
Jather was rightful heir to the throne of
David. If vou turn to Luke iii. 23, &c.,
you will find another genealogy of Jiseph
given which ditters very much from the one
in Matthew. There are several ways of
explaining the differences, but we believe
the one we have hinted at is the most satis-
factory, viz.: that Matthew gives the pub-
lic genealogy of Joseph as heir to  the
throne, and that Luke gives his private
genealogy showing his real birth and parean-
tage. The genealogy of Mary was nearly
the same as that of Joseph, she being pro-
bably his cousin.

V. 3.— Book of the generation,”—this
phrase originally meant the gencalogical
tables, but it here includes the history as
well as the genealogy of our Lord. Christ
is called Son of Darid and Son of Abraham
because he was with special emphasis pro-
mised to both. They both believed in the
great Deliverer.  Jesus is the proper name
of our Lord ; Christ his surname signifying
his office as Annointed, King. He was not
ordinarily called **Jecsus Christ” till after
his ascension.

V. 18.—FEspoused — betrothed.  After
betrothal (or as we would say engagement)
the bride remained in her father’s house,
often & long time. “ Before they came to-
gether” means, before Joseph took her to his
own house.

V. 19.—Joseph suspects that Mary was
guilty of the crime of adultery for which
she would if exposed be put to death.
But his kind heart led him to form the in-
tention of putting heraway without a pab-
lic exposure.

V. 20.—God comes to hisrelief, “* Dream”
—Matt. alone in the New Testament re-
cords dreams. Mary—the Greek form of
this word is here Mariam, which means

hon.

V. 21.—/esus—meaning salvation. The
angel explains the full significance of this

recions name. ‘ He” (thatis He only)
* shall save his people from their sins,”
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Vv, 22, 83, — This quotation is from
Isaiah vii 14

Vo 24, 25.—Joseph did as he was com-
manded. He was fully satisticd and took
Mary to his home as his wife, ** providing

thus for her reputation and comtort in ber |

»

present circumstances.”  (Scott. )
Lrssons:

1. In reading the genealocy we may

think with what intense delizht David and | . . : AN ;
service of twenty years in the Foreign Mission

the holy men of old would have done so if
they could!  How preatare vur privileges !

2. Several very bad men wre included in
the table, amd from this we may learn that
God can make use even of the wicked.
Thiey may be the parents of the elect !

3. Jesus is God with us (v, 23.) let us
therefore hear his voice and trust in him
for salvation.

4. How vain are the distinctions of
wealth and rank! Jesus was born of a
virgin who lived in a very poor but, ina
small village: vet he is Kking of kings.
Who would not rather be Mary in her hum-
hle cot, pious, pure and full of the Holy
Spirit, than be the preadest Queen or Em-
press ?

5. Clirist’s coming will not help usin
any way unless He save us from our sios.

et Il
HAews of the Ghuveh,

MR. GEODIE'S DEPARTURE FOR THE NEW
HEBRIDES.

The Rev. Mr. Geddie, with his wife and
three daughters, left Nova Scotia by the
R.M.S. A4sia, at 3 o’clock on the moruing
of Friday, the second of the present month.
On Thursday evening a number of friends
assembled and commended the Mission fa-
mily anew to the care of the great Head of
the Church ; and scveral ministers and
others accompanied them to the steamer.—
They leave us followed by the prayers and
best wishes of thousands of evety denomi-
nation. On Tuesday, the 30th ult.,, a Fare-
weLL MEETING was held in Temperance
Hall, Halifax, the largest and finest mect-
ing probably ever held in this city. Rev.
Mr. Maxwell presided. Prayers were offer.
ed up by Prof. Macknight, Mr. Sedgewick
and Dr. Pryor; resolutions werc moved
or seconded very ably by Rev. G. W. Hill,
Rev. J. Waddell, Rev. G. M. Grant, Rev.
C. Stewart, Rev. T. Cumming and Dr.

!
i
|

Bayne. 'The singing, which was noble,was
led by the united choirs of the Preshyterian
churches. The fallowing are the vesolutions
which were unanimously adopted by the
meeting :

1. This meeting, assembled to bil f;ll"chll
to the Rev. Mr. Geddie and Mres, Ged liv, de-
Gire to express their gratetul recognition of
the goodness of God to these s bonoured
servants, in keeping them safely during their

Field—in crowing thewr labours with reaark-
able success- ~in enabling them to wive to the
inhabitan s of Aneiteum the whole New [es-
tament, the Book of I’salms, and other por-
tions of God’s Word in the native language,
and the training necessary to qualify them ‘or
reading profitably in their own tongue that
Word which is able to make them wise unto
salvation.

2. That we regard Mr. Geddie a3 having
rendered a service of very great importance to
the cause of Christ in general, and especially
to that of the Foreign Miscions, not only by
those persevering labours which with God’s
blessing have christiznized and civitized aland
recently sunk in the darkest heathenism, but
by his visit to these Provinces where his earn-
est appeals, and his simple narratives of God's
work 1n the New Hebrides, have been heard
with the deepest interest by tens of thousands
whose faith has thus been strengthened, whose
hearts have been gladdened and whose zeal
and liberality have been largely stimulated.

3. That in bidding farewell to the Rev.
Mr. Geddie and his family we commend them
to the special keeping of Him who has sdid,
* Go teach all nations, ana lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world "—and
our prayers shall constantly ascend on their
bebalt that they may be led in safety to those
distant islands where they have been the Pio-
neers in the work of Christ—that they may
escape all peril by sea and land—that they
may be protected in their conflict with dizeases
incident to tropical climes, and in their inter-
course with unreasonable and cruel men—that
their future efforts on behalf of the heathen
may be crowned with success tenfold more
abundant than heretofore, and that at last
they may receive the reward of faithful ser-
vants.

We are glad to be able to announce that
the Rev. Dr. STEEL, Sydney, New South
Wales, Australia, has accepted the agency
for our Foreign Mission, offered to him by
our Synod.

The publication of the present number of
the Record has been delayed a fow days, in
order that recent important intelligence
from the missionaries might be given as
fally as possible.
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THE STATISTICS OF THE CHURGH.

Having had occasion to examine some-
what carcfully the statistics of our church
as contained in the Oct. No. of the Hecord,
it occurred to me that it might prove hoth
interestingr and profitable to present some
of the fucts which they supply in a shape
somewhat different from that in which they
are presented in the tables.  What follows
will explain itself, and I need premise
nothing farther, except, perhaps, the re-
mark that for the sake of couvenience in
comparison I have reduced the sums con-
tributed by the churches in Scotland and
in the West Indies to Nova Scotia currencey.
Of course it is asswined that our statistical
tables are accurate :

Total amt. con. by P.C.L.P. forall

rel. and ben. pur. for 1864. ..869,090 66
“ e for 1865.. 72,323 92}

“ In.of 1865 over 1864.. 3,233 26}
Average amt. con. per member for
all the rel. and ben. purposes
of P.C. L. D’ for 1864....... 5 93
‘ ¢ “  for 1865 6 303 !

w U.P.C. Scotland, 184 6 33
“ U. P M. C. Jam., 1864 3 50
R b Trini-iad, 1864 22 46
u F.M. of P.C.L.P. 1865 0 29}
“ o u“ 1864 0 374
" “ Re.P.C.Scot. 1864 0 60
“ * Free C. ** 1864 0 50
& “UP.CO% 1864 0 55
" H. M. P.C.L.P,1864 018
" “ “ 1865 020

The feelings excited in every thoughtful
mind by a careful consideration of theso
statistics will be deep and varied. In the
first place there will be a ™ cling of pleasure
that the tide of liherality in the church is
gradually rising. It ought to be a source
of thanksgiving that for all the religious
and benevolent schemes of the church the
contributions for 1865 exceed those for the
preceding year by upwards of $3000. It
158 pleasing fact too, that the amount
contributed per member for the above men-
tioned purposes by our own charch for
1865 is within two-and-a-half cents of that
contributed per member for 1864 by the U.
P. Church of Scotland for similar ohjects.
On the other hand itis worthy of notice
that it is not even one-third a8 much as
that pat into the Master’s treasury by the
U. P. Mission Churches of Trinidad.—
Again, it is rather & humiliating fact that
our contributions towards the Foreign
Mission for 1864 were not even two thirds
as large per member as those of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church of Scotland
with which we are so happily associated in
the New Hebrides, while still worse those
for 1865 do not amount to half as much.

Again, all that we have been doing for
the spread of the gospel in Nova Scotia

t
i
|
i
1
1

' teen cents for 1864.

beyvond its support in the congregations
with which we are respectively connected
is by & coutribution of tweuty cents per
annum per member for 1865, and of eigh-
Now do these facts
look like as if we were thoroughly in earn-
est?  Are they consistent with the profes-
sion that “ we are not our own but bought
with a price.”” Do they indicate that we
are presenting our hodies *“a living sacrifice
holy and aceeptable anto God which isonr
reasonable service I think not. To
wmy mind they fully vindicate the propricty
of our spending a day during the week of
praver in pleading on behalf of the Chns-
tian Church, “that its testimouy may be
clearer, its faith stronger, and its devoted-
ness, liberality and zeal greatly enlarged.”
But perhaps some may say, *“1f we are
not doing a great deal we are at least doing
all we can.  Were this the ease it would of
course be entirely satisfactory but there is
great reason to fear that it is not so. We
have 10,323 families in connection with our
church. Now supposing that the averago
income of each of these families were $300
per annum which I think is a sufficiently
moderate estimate. Let ussuppose further
that a tenth part of the sum were devoted
to God's service. The church would then
have an annual revenue of $12,920 or
nearly six times as much as at present.  Or
to put the matter in a somewhat ditterent
form, if the average income of each of our
families be $400, instead of tithing, we
contribute annually a sixtieth part of this
income. Andnow, I ask, does this warrant
the supposition that we are giving as God
has prospered us ? Ileave the answer to
the consciences of the members of the
charch.

I commend these facts to the prayerfal
consideration of our people with the hope
that such consideration will lead many to
determine to adopt the Scripture method of
furnishing the treasury of the Lord, viz:
by laving by thera in store on the first
day of the week as God has prospered
them.—(CORRESPONDENT.

Presbytery of Pictou,

The. Preshytery of Picton met in John
Knox’s Church, Pictou, on Tuesday, 9th
Jan. The principal business before tho
court was the dispusal of the call from tho
congregation of Lochaher and Goshen to
the Rev. Alexander Ross of Pictou.—
Commissioners from both con
were heard at leogth, when Mr. Ross
made a statement to the Preshytery. He
referred to his labours in Pictou, the diffi-
culties surmounted, and the encouraging
indications of- the presence of the great
Head of the church with them where he
was. He had therefore strongly dissuaded

ations
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the people of Lochabar and Goshen from
proceeding with this eall, but that if his
brethren of the Preshytery should say that
it was his duty to accept, he would sub-
mit to their decision.  The members of
Preshytery then expressed their opinions
on the case. These being with a single
exception in favor of his remaining in
Pictou, and Mr. Ross concurring in this
view, the call was set aside. It was agreed
in consequence of the inadequate supply
of Gaclic speaking preachers, that applica-
tion he made to the Colonial Committee
of the Iree Church of Scotland, for one
ormore to labour within our hounds.

A petition from members and adherents
of our church at the Albion Mines was
presented, setting forth that they had
erected a new church at that place, that
the state of the population urgently re-
quired o fixed pastor, and that they were
prepared to pay the stipend of one with-
out applving to the Home Mission Fand.
Agtreed that notice of this be given to the
various sessions of New Glasgow, that
they may appear for their interests if they
see fit at the nexi meeting of Preshytery
which will be held in Primitive Church
New Glasgow, on the 2nd Tuesday of
February next.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE.
MENTS, &c.

Goods for Foreign Mission received since
1st November, 1865,—addressed to Mr. Wa.
JOHNSTON:—

1 box from James' Charch Cong. New Glas-
gow and vicinity, value........ $74 12;
1 box clothing and other goods from Sum-
merside section ot Rev. W. R. Fraser's
congregation, value P.E.I.cv.. . £35 9 9
1box from Bedeque congregation for 1864,
value, P. E. I currency......... £8 16 4
“ for 1865 oo £10 97
1 case from Brown's Creek congregation, P.
E. Island, for Rev. D. Morrison, Fate,
value not given.
1 box from P. E. Island, value not given.
1 parcel from & friend in Charlottetown
value...oooiviiiiiiiant, eeean £4420
1 packuyge from P. E.Island, value P. E. [.
currency ..... Cereeneiieananas £3106
1 box from Park Corner Ladies’ Society (P.
E. I.) for Erromanga Mission, value P. E.
L currency. ..... Ceetaeeeiaas £1100

Received by Gxo. HaTtiE, Pictou:

1865, Nov.—1 pair socks from Miss Sarah
Crocket, Middle River;

1 piece cotton from Mrs. D. Stiles.

1 piece cotton left at book-store of Messrs Mec.
Pherson & Co.

1 parcel from Ladies of Loch Broom and
lower end of Middle River in connection
with Central Congregation val. .. .85 66

31 Yards Cloth from Ladies of Springrville
Congregation East River.

1 parcel cloth from Misses Jane R. Lowdon.

34 vda. flanne! from Miss Hanuah Swith.

10 coats and 1 jacket—cloth given by Samuel
Creelman, Esq., garments cut by Thos.
Fraser, and "}'rimmiug-x supplied and
garments made by Roderncln MeGregor,
New Glasgow.

Dec. 1.—1 Bua clothine, &ec., frem  Rev.
Murdoch Stewart, West Bay (. B., for
Rev. D. Morrison, Iate, value not given.

1 parcel woolen yarn from Wm. McKenzie,
Back Meadows, value.... ....... 31 2%

Jan. 1866 —1 bale trom Rev. . B. McKay's
congregation River John, for Rev. D.
Morrison, Fate, value ........... $39 30

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c.

Board of Education.—R. P. Grant, Lsg.,
Pictou, President; A. McKinlay, Isq., Hali-
fax, Vice-President; John McKinlay, lsq.,
Pictou, Secretary; Abram Patterson, lLisq,
Pictou.General Treasurer;J. H. Liddell, ksq.,
Halifax, Treasurer of Professorial Fund.

Board of Superintendence of Theologioal
Hall.—A. Forrest, Esq., M. D)., Halitax, Chair-
man; Rev. W. Maxwell, Halifux, Secretary.

Board of Home Missions. — Rev. A. Me-
Knight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev. T. Cum-
ming, Halifax, Secretary.

Committee on Supplements.—Rev. 1. Ms-
Leod, D. D., Sydney, Chairman; Rev. T.
Sedgewick, Tatamagouche, Secretary.

Committes on Colportage.—Rev. J. 1. Bax~
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev. J. Stuart,
New Glasgow, Chairman; Rev. J. Bayne, D.
D., Pictou, Secretary.

Trustees of Widows' Fund.—Rev. J. Bayne,
D.D., Convener; Rev. G. Patterson. (Green-
Hill, Secretary; Howard Primrose, Lsq., Pie-
tou, Treasurer.

ommittee on Statistics—Rev. T. Cumming,
Convener.

Synod Treasurer—(Except for Professorial
Fund and Widow's Fund.)— Abram Patter-
son, Esq., Pictou.

Receiver of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Church.-~James McCallum, Es(i., of P’rince
Edward Island; Robert Smith, Esq., Mer-
chant, Truro; A.K.Mackiniay. Fsq., Halifax.

Receiver of Jfor Missions. — Mr.
William Johnston, of McPherson & Co.'s,
Booksellers, Pictou.
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