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HISTORY

Britifh Settlements in America.

SITUATION AND EXTENT.

THE Britifh dominion in America extending over 4 tra& of court-
try called, for the purpofe of diftin&ion, by the general name of Btitith
Aumerica, comprehends the vaft and unknown extent of country,
bounded fouth, by the United States of America, and the Atlanti¢
ocean; eafty by ‘the fame ocean and Davis’s- Straits, whieh divide it
from Greenland ; extending north to the northern limits of the Hud-
fon’s Bay charter; and weftwatd to an unknown extent—lying between
' 42° 30”and 7° north latitude ; and between 50° and 105° we# long,
from Greenwich 3-and between 2 5 eaft and 30° weft lonou from Phila-
delphia.
- It is divided i into four provmces; viz. t. Upper. Cana.da s—2. Lower
b Canada, to which is annexed New Britain, or the country lying round
. Hudfon’s Bay, and the Ifland of Cape Breton ;—3. New Brunfwick ;—
and 4. Nova Scotm, to which is.annexed the Ifland of St. John’s.~Be-
fides thefe there is the Ifland of Newfoundland, which i is governed by
"“the admiral for the time being, and two lieutenant govemors, who re~
fide at Placentia and St. John's——The troops ftationed at Newfound-
.1and, however, are fubje& to the'orders of the Govemorageneral of the
. four Britith Provinces.—Of each of thcfe prevmccs our intention is L

enter mo a hnef defﬂnnnon

~:.»_yu_. v. B PROVINCES




GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF

PROVINCES

OF

UPPER AND LOWER CANADA.

SITUATION, EXTENT, AND'BOUNDARIES.

The provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, conftituted by act of
parliament 'in 1791, comprefiend the territory heretofore calfed Ca-
nada, or the .Province of Quebec;fituated between 42° 30*and §0°
north latitude, and 61°and 81° wef longitude from London ; or 14*
eaft, and 6° weft from Philadelphia. Their length is about fix hundred
miles, and their breadth five hundred and fifty. '

Thefe provinces are bounded on the north, by New Britain; on the
eaft, by the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and part of the Province of New
Brunfwick ; on the forth-eaft and fouth, by the Diftrit of Main, New:
Hampﬂme, Vermont, New York, and the lakes= the weﬂem boun-_
dary is undéfined. - The Province of Upper Canada is the fame: as what

. 1s commoa}y’called the Upper Country.. It lies north ‘of the great
lakes, between the latitudes of 42° 367 and 56 and is feparated from
New York by the river St. Lawrence, here called the Cataraqui, and
the Lakes Ontario and Erie.

Lower Canada lies-on- both fides the river St. Lawrence, between
61° and 71° W, 10'1.,from Londen ; and 45° and 52° N. lat. and is
bounded fouth by New Brunfwick, Maire, New Hampfhire, Vermom,
and New York ; and weft by Upper Canada.

"The line which divides Upper from Lower Canada commences at 2
ftone boundary, on the north bank of the lake St. Francis, at the cove,
weft of Pointe au Bondet, in the limit between the townfhip of Lan-
cafter and the Seigneurie ot New Longuevil, running along the faid
limit in the dire@ion of north thirty-four degrees weft, to the weftern-
moft angle of the faid Seigneurie of New Longuevil ; thence along the
nerth-weftern bogind;lry ot the Seigneurie of Vandreuil, running north,
twenty-five degrees eaft, until it ftrikes the Ottatwas river; to afcend
the faid river into the lake T omifcanning ; and -from the heéad of the

* faid lake by a line drdwn due north, until it firikes the boundary line

of Hudfon’s Bay, or New Britain, Upper Canada, to include all the

- territory to the weftward and fouthward of the faid lme, to the utmoﬁ:

extent of the covntry known by the name of Canada, -




"UPPER AND LOWER CANADA. g.

AIR AND CLIMATE.

The climate is not very different from that of the New England
States; but as it is farther from the fea, and more to the northward’
! than'moft of them, the winters are more fevere.  Winter continues
° 7 with fuch feverity from December to April, a5 that the largeﬁ rivers.
are frozen over, and the fnow lies commonly from four to fix feet>-
deep during the whole of that time. But the air is fo fc;'cne and clear,
and ¢he inhabitants fo well defended againft the cold, that this feafon is

& OF. neither unhealthy nor unpleafant. The fprinr}s open fuddenly, and

Ca- " wvegetation is furprifingly rapid. The fummcr is dehghttul, except that -
| 5°: - 2 past of it is extremely hot. I
14 R . ST

dred HISTORY OF ITS SETTLEMENT); &c.

Canada was undoubtedly difcovered by Sébattian Casor, thefa-"
mous Italian adventaser, who failed under a commiffion from' -Henryf
VIL - But though the Englifh monarch did not think proper to‘make

along the fea coaft of €anads, in the beginning .of the fixteenth 'cena-
tury,- About the year 1505,: one Denys, a Frenchman, drew a map:of.
the gulph of St. Lawrence ; and two yearsafter, one - Aubort, a~fhip<:
mafter of Dieppe, ‘carried over to France fome of the natives of Canada,
As the mew Country, however, did not promife the fatte a.mazmg-
quantities of gold and filver produced by Mexico and Peru, the French
. for fome years neglected the difeovery, At lat, in-the year 1523,
* Francis1. afenfible and enterpnﬁng prince, fent fourﬁxlps, urder - the’
command of Veraz,anr"a ‘Florentine, to ‘profecute difcoveries in that

All we can learn is, that hé returned to France, and next year he under-
teok afecond. As he approached the_coaft, .he met. with a violent.
ftorm ; however, he came fo near as to perceive. the natives on the
fhore, making friendly figns to himto land. ‘This being found im.:
- pratticable, by reafon-of the :furf upon the coaft, one of the failors:
threw himfelf. into the fea'; .but, -endeavouring to- fwim back to the’
fhip, a furge threw him on_ fhore.without figns of life, He was, how-"

covered his firength, and wasallowed to{wim back to the thip,: which-
immediately returned to France.. : This is all we know of ; Verazani’s:
fecond expedition, , He undertook a third, but-was 20 more heard of;:
aad it was thought - that he: and all his company penﬂxcd be{o:e he.
gould form any colony,

~ | T

) any ufe of this difcovery, the Freack quickly attempted it we have" -
an account of their fithing for cod on the banks ef Newfoundland; and™ -

* country: The particulars of this man’s firft expedition aré not known. -

ever; treated by the natives with fuch care and humanity, that he: re«-

FERt A FSE IS



4 CENERAL DESCRIPTION OF

In 1534, one Jaques Cartier, of St. Maloes, fet fail under a com.
miffion from the French king, and on the 10th of May arrived at Cape
Bonavifta in Newfoundland. He had with him two finall {hxps befides.
the one in which he failed. He cruifed along the coafts of that ifland,
on which he difcovered inhabitants, probably the. Efkimaux. He .
landed in feveral places along the coaft of the Gulf, and took poffeffion,
of the country in the king’s name. On his return, he Wwas again fent
out with a commiffion, and 2 pretty large force; he returned in 1535,
and paflfed the winter at St. Croix; but the feafon proved fo fevere,
that he and his compamons muft have died of the {curv ¥y, had they not,,
by thc advice of the natives, made ufe of the decoftion of the tops
and bark of the white pines, As Cartier, however, ceuld produce ncx«
ther gold nor filver, all that he could fay about the uﬂhty of the fct-
tlement was difregarded :-and in 1540, he was obliged to become pi-
lot to one M. Roberval, who was by the French king appointed- viceroy -
of Canada, and who failed: from France with five veffels, Arriving at
the Gulf of St, Lawrence, they built a fort ; and Cartier was left to -
‘command the garrifon in it, while Roberval returned te France for ad+
difional recruits to his new fertlement, At laft, havmg embarked in
1549, with a great number of adv entusers, neither he nor any of hig
followers were heard of more.

. "This. fatal accident fo greatly dxfcouragcd the court of Fi rance, that
far fifty years no meafures were taken for fupplying with neceflaries
the fettlers that were left. At laft. .E-Ienry» IV. appointed the Marquis~
de la Roche lieutenant-general of Canadg and the neighbouring coun-
tries. In 1598 he landed on the ifle of Sable, which he abfurdly
thought to bea proper place for a fettlement, though it was without
any port, and without produtt except briars. Here he left about
forty malefaors, the refufe of the French jails, - After cruizing for
fome time on the coaft of Nova Scotia, without being able to relieve
‘thefe poor wretches, he returned to France, where he died of a broken
heart, His gelony muft have penfhed, had not a French fhip been
wrecked on the ifland, and a few fheep driven upon it at the fame time.
With the hoards of the ﬁnp they erefted huts; and while the ﬂ'zeep
. Jafted thcy lived on them, feeding afterwards on fith,  Their clothés
wearing out, they made coats of feal-fkins; and in th:s miferable con~
dition they fpentQ féven years, when Henry -ordgred them to be
hrought to France, - The king had the curiofity. to fe¢ them in their
feal-fkin drefles, and was fo mdved with their appearance, that he for-
gavc them all their offences, and gave each of them ﬁfty cTownRs to bee
gm the wo;ld anew.

1'3;_
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In 1600, one Chauvin, a commander in the French navy, attended
by a merchant of St. Malo, called Poxtgrave, made a voyage to Ca-
nada, from whence he returned with a very profitable quantity of furs.
Next year he repeated the voyage with the fame good fortune, but
died while he was preparing fora third. The many fpecimens of
profit to be made?by the Canadian trade, at laft induted the public te
think favourably of it. An armament was equipped, and the com-

. mand of it given to Pontgrave, with powers to extend his difcoveries.

up the river St. Lawrence. He failed in 1603, having in his-company
Samuel Champlain, who had been a captain in the navy, and was a man-
of parts and {pirit. It was not, however, till the year 1608, that the
colony was fully eftablithed. This was _accompli{héd by founding the.
city of Quebec, which from that time commenced . the capital of alk
the fettlements in Canada.. The colony, however, for many years cons -
tinued in a low way, and was often in -danger of being totally exter-
minated by the Indians, As'the particulars of thefe wars, howcver,
could neither be entertaining, nor indeed intelligible, to many of our:

” readers, we choofe to omit them, and in general obferve, that the

French not only.concluded a permanent peace with the. Indians, but
- fo much ingrifiated themfelves with them,’ that they could, with the

greateft eafe, prevail upon them. at any time to murder and fealp the ,

Englifh in their fettlements. Thefe pra&ices had a confiderable fhare.
in bringing ahouta war with France, when the whole country was con-
quered by the Britifh in' 1761 ; and at the treaty of Paris, in 1763,
was ceded, by France, to. the crown of England, to. whom it has ever
fince belonged. *

FACE OF THE COUNTRY, PRODUCE, &¢.

Though the climate is cold, and the winters long and tedious, the
feil in general is very good, and in many parts extremely fertile;

* producing many different forts of grains, fruits, and vegetables, The

meadow grounds, which are well watered, yield excellent grafs, and
breed yaft numbers of great and fmall cattle. The uncultivated parts
are a continued wood, compofed -of prodigious large and lofty trees,
of which there is fuch a variety. of {pecies, that even of thofe who have
taken moft pains to know them, there is not perhaps one that can tell
half the number. Canada produces, among others, two forts of pinesy
the white, and the red ; four forts of ﬁrs two forts of cedar and oak, ~

* For a more particular hiftory of this country the reader is referred to Charlevoix’s
}ni’cory of it; tothe Encyclopedia Britamica ; articles, Canada, Quebéec, and Ame. -
xu:a, No, 195, 200, and 207, - -

= , o _the




6 @ENERAL DESCRIPTION OF

the white and the red ; the male and female maple; three forts of afls
trees, the free, the mungrel, and the baftard; three forts of walnute
trees, the hard, the foft, and the fmooth; vaft nambers of beech trees
and white wood ; white and red elms, and poplars. 'The Indians
‘hollow the red elms into canoes, fome of which made out of one:
piece will contain twenty perfons; others are made of the bark ; the.
different pieces of which they few together with the inner rind, and
daub over the feams with pitch, or rather a bituminous matter refem-
bling pitch, to prevent their leaking ; thé ribs. of. thefe canoes are
.made of boughs of trees. In the hollow elms, the bears and wild cats
tuke up their lodging from November to April. ‘The ¢onntry pro-
duces alfo a vaft variety of other vegetables, particulady. tobacco,
which thrives well. Near Quebec is a fine lead ‘mine, and many ex-
eelleiit ones of iron have been difcovered.. It hath alfo been reported
that filver is found in fome of the mountains. = .

. 'The rivers are extremely numerous, and many of them very large -
and deep. 'The principal are, the -Ouattavais, . St.. John’s, Seguinay,
-~ Defpaires, and Trois Rivieres ; but all thefe are fwallowed up by the.
great river St. Lawrence, 'This river iffues. from the lake Ontario ;:
and, taking its courfe north eaft, wathes-Montreal, where it receives:
the Ouattauais, and forms many fertile .iftands.  It: continues the -
" fame courfe, and'meets. the tide upwards af four hundred miles from’
the fea, where'it i5 navigable for large veffels; and .below Quebec,
three huudred and twenty miles from:the fea, it becomes fo boad and fo
deep, that thips of the line contributed inthe laft war to reduce that city, -
After receiving in its progrefs innumerable ftreams, it at laft falls into’
the ocean at Caps Rofiers, where it is ninety miles broad, and where
the cold is mten{e, and the fea- bs.{‘etous. This river Is the only one

" wpon which ady fettlements of nofe are as.yet formed: ..

- A-tiver has been lately furveyed, by the deputy- Sux:veyor-Genexal‘
of Canada, from its entrance into’ thg'B,ay- of Kenty, near Cardaraqui,
%o its fource of Lake St. Clie ; -from which there'is an eafy and fhort
Iiomge acrofs N. W. to the N, E. angle of Lake Huron ; and.another.
that is neither long . nor difficalty to the fouthward, to the-old fetsles_
ment of Foronto, - This is a fhoit rout from Fort Frontinac-fo Michily
Emakkinaks . . e el Lo e

I_’KINCIPAL T'OWNS,'

QUEBEC, -

ere; is the capxtal, not eniy. of Lower Canada, but of all Bntlﬂ! :
America; itis fitvated a the confluence of the Fivers. St. Lawrenccand ‘
' &




UPPER AND LOWER CANADA. i
St. Charles, or the Little River, about thme hundred and twenty miles
from the fea. It is built on a rock,,partly of marble, and partly of
flate. ‘The town is divided into an upper and lower. The houfes in
both are of Zone, and built in 2 tolerable manner. The fortifications

are ftrongy though not regular, The town is covered with a regular -

and beaurtiful citadal, in which the governor refides. ‘The number of
inhabitants is computed at about fifteen thoufand. ‘The river, which
from the fea hither is four or five leagues broad, narrows all of a fud-
den to zbout a mile wide. The haven, which lies eppofite the towny
is fafe and commodious, and about five fathoms deep. The harbour
is flanked by two baftions, that are raifed twenty-five feet from the
ground, whick is about the height of the tides at the time of the eqm-
nox.
From Quebec to Montrealy which is about one hundred and feventy
_miles, in failing up the river St. Lawrence, the eye is entertained with
beautiful landfcapes, the banks being in many places very bold and
fteeps and (haded with lofty trees. The farmslie pretty clofe all the

way, feveral gentlemens™houfes, neatly built, fhew themfelves at in- ..

tervalsy and there is all the appearance of a flourithing colony ; but
_there are few towns or villages. It is pretty much like the well
fettled parts of Virginia and Maryland, where the planters are wholly
within themfelves, Many beautiful iflands are interfperfed in the:
channel of the river, which have an agreeable effett upon the eye.
After pafing the Richelieu iflands; the air becomes fo mild and tem~
perate, that the traveller thinks himfelf tranfported to another climate ; ]
but this is to be underftood only of the fummer months.

TROIS RIVlERE&.

The town called Trois Rivieresy or the Three Rivers, is about
half way between Quebec and Montreal, and has its name from three
rivers which join their currents here,-and: fall into the river St
lawrence, Itis much reforted to by feveral nations of Indlans, wbo,
by means of thefe rivers, come hither and trade with the inhabitaats in
various kinds.of furs and fkins. The country is pleafant, and feriile

in' corn, fruit, %c. and great numbers of handiome hou.cs ftand on
both fides the nver. R

MO\'TRE.&L. LT

Montrcal ﬁands on an ifland in the riv ex, St;'-'awrcn:e, which
_ten' leagues - in length, ‘and four in breadth, at the foot of 2-mouztain
"whish gives name to ity abont half a league from the fouth fhore.

 While
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While the French had poffeflion of Canada, both the city and ifland of
Montreal belonged to private proprietors, who had improved them fo
‘well, that the whole ifland had become a moft delightful fpot, and
produced every thing that could adminifter to the conveniencies of

formed ftreets; and when taken by the Englith the houfes were built
in a very handfome manner; and every hoiife might be feen at one view
from the harbour, or from the fouthemmott fide of the river, as the
“hill on the fide of which the town ftands falls gradually to the water.
This place is furrounded by a wall and a dry ditch; and its fortifica-
tions have been much improved by the Englith. Montreal is nearly as
large as Quebec, but fince it fell into the hands of the Englifh it has
fuffered much by fires.

The principal towns in Upper Canada are Kingfton, ‘on Lake On-
tarie, Niagara, between Lake Ontario 4nd Lake Erle, and ?Detroit,
fituated on the weftern bank of Detroit river, between Lake Erie and
Lake Huron, and nine miles below Lake St, Clair. * -

POPULATION.

’ Upper Canada, though an infant fettlement, is faxd by fome te con-
tain forty thoufand, by others, only twenty thoufand inhabitants. The
truth probably is between them. Lower Canada, in 1784, contained
one hundred thirteen thoufand and twelve fouls. Both provinces may
now contain about one hundred and fifty-two thoufand fouls, which’
number is muluplymg, both by natural increafe and by cxmgranons.

RELIG GION.

About nine tenths of the inhabitants of thefe provinces are Roman
Catholics, who enjoy under the prefent government the fame pro-
vifion, rights, and privileges, as were granted them in 17745 by thea&
of 14th of George IIl. 'The reft of the people are Epifcopalians, Pref-

) byterxans, and a few of almotft all the different {e&s of Chnftxans.

A TRADE »
The commodities required by the Canadians from Europe are, wine,

" er rather rum ; cloths, chiefly coarfe; linen; and wroaght iron, ‘The

Indian trade requires rum, tobacco, a fort of duffil blankets, guns,-
powder, balls, and flints, kettles, hatchets, toys, and trinkets of all

* Niagara and Detroit, though at prefent in poffeffion of the Britith government,
contrary to the treaty of peace, are, without agy 'pofiible doubt, both within the limits
»f the United Siates, ~

kinds.

Tife. 'The city forms an oblong fquare, divided by regular and well-

T A A 4 ah AL bed e T

0w A £

g
w,

-ggl'




as

argn

% Canadian comunerce, as. well as to the revenue of Great Britain, while the Americans,

i‘mnehgndred and feventy-feven pounds ¥, The imports eonfifted of
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kinds. While the country was in poffeffion of the French, the Indians
fupplied them with poultry ; and the French had traders, who, like
the original inhabitants, traverfed the vaft lakes and rivers in canoes,
with incredible ‘induftry and patience, carrying their goods into the
remoteft parts of America, and among nations entirely unknown ta

.us. 'Thefe again bfoﬁght the furs, &c. .home to them, as the Indians

were thereby habituated to trade with them. For this purpofe, people
from all parts, even from the diftance of one thoufand miles; came to the
French fair at Montreal, which began in June, and fometimes lated
three months. On this occafion many folemnities wete obferved,
guards were placed, and the governor affifted to preferve order in fo

. ‘great and variousa concourfe of favage nations. But fometimes great

diforders and tumults happened : and the Indians frequently gave fora
dram all that they were.poffefled of. It is remarkable, that many of
thefe nations a&ually paffed by the then Englith fettlement of Albany-
in New York, and travelled two hundred miiles further to Montreal,

_though they could have purchafed the goods they wamed cheaper at

the former.
Since Britain became poﬂ'eﬂ'ed of Canada, her trade with that coun-

try has generally employed from tlnrty to forty {hxps, and about four

thoufand feamen.
_ The amount-of -the exports from the ptovmce of Ql_ebec; as far

back as in the year 1786, was. three hundred forty-tﬁree thoafand two

“hundted and fixty-two pounds, nineteen fhillings and fix-pence. The

amount of imports in the fame year was three hundred twenty-five

‘thoufand ‘one hundred and fixteen pounds. The exports confifted of

wheat, flour, bifcuit, flax-feed, lumber of various kinds, fith, potafh,

“oil, gmfengandothermedlcmal roots, BUT PRINCIPALLY OF FURS

AKD PELTRIES, to the.amount of two hundred eighty-five thoufand
z
rumy

# Should America infift (as no doubt fhe will) on Great Bitain furrendering the

 frontier forts, and thofe lands and fcttle‘mep:s which fhe has hitherto held in defiance of
" #he moft folemn treaties, there cannot reriiain 2 doubt but nine teriths of the fur trade

“will pafs into the hands of the. Americans, This will prove a moft fevere blow to the

grown wife by experience, fending their furs dire& to. France, Germany, &c. inftead

© of caufing them to pafs through the hands of Britifh merchants and brokers; will be’
. “able. to divide an additional profit of from  thirty to fifty per cent. between themfelves
" and the merchants of thofe countries—A profit which is now exclufively enjoycd by

Bnu!h ﬁlb]t&!, o:fowgncts nﬁdmg in GrmBmam, as mermcdmc agents
Lo bug
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rum, brandy, molaﬂ'es, coffee, fugar, wines, tobacco, falt, chocolété,

provifions for the' tl'OOPS,‘ and dry goods. ’
GOVERNMENT. '~

By the Quebec a&, paffed by thie parliatent f Great Britain in the
year 17g1, fo much of the aét of the #4th of George I1L. paffed in the
YCar 1774+ as Telites to the appointment of a council for the govern-
ment of the pfovince of Quebecy is repealed and it'is enaGted that
there fhall be within each of the provinces of Upper and Lower Ca-
‘#ada, a Legiflative Council, and an Aﬂ'embly, who, with the confent of
the Governory appomted by the ng, fhall haye power to make laws.
The governor may ‘give or withhold his majefty’s affent to bills paﬂ'ed
by the legiffative council and affembly, or referve them for his majefty’s
‘pleafiire. Bills referved are to have no force till kis majefty’s affent
is fignified by the governor, which, to be valid, muft be fignified ‘within-
‘two years from the time the bill is prefented to the governor. 'The
‘governor muft tranfmit to the fecrefary of ftate copies of fuch bills as
have been affented toy which his Majefty in council may declare his
"difallowanice of within two years from the receipt.

The Legiflative Council is to confift of not fewer than feven mem-
bers for Uppery and fifteen for Lower Canada, to be fummoned by ‘the
‘Goverrior, who 'mutt be authorized by the K.mg. Su¢h meibes are

“to hold their féats for life; unlefs forfeited by four years continuzl
‘abfence, of by fweiring allegiance to fome foreign power.

"The Houfe of Affembly is to confift' 6f not lefs"than fixteén meitibérs
“from Upper, and not Iefs than fifty from Lower Canaday chofén by the
‘freebolders in the feveral townsand diftri@s. "The council and iffem-
bly are to’be called together at leaff once in every jear; and “every
affembly is to continue four yéats, unlefs fooner. diffolved by the’ Gow

“vernor. All queftions are fo be decided by ‘a'majority of votes' of the-

but, it may be faid, that the farcity of fpecie in America,-and their great demand for
Engli(‘ﬁ manufaltures, will fecure the fur trade to Great Britain fuch, however,
fhould remember, that the rapid progrefs of manufafures in the United “States,
2ided by the prefent {pirit of cmlgrauon in Edrope will foon leffen this demand an&
Icave the Americans at liberty to carry their furs and other articles to'a market whxch
will rapidly increafe their fpuuc fafficient to enable them to range the Europcan. and
* other markets with that advantage which the Britith mcrcnan: has. long cxpcrxcnccd
almofk without 2 rival—indeed; it is lmpo{ﬁblc to conﬁder the rapzd advarices whxch
America has made fince her indcpe ndence, wxihout at the fame time bemcr convmccd
hat mih'ad of drawing her fupplies of manufa&ured goods from Great Bmam, “fhe.
_will er'e lor.g becore hcr mal in the moft i zmponant amcfcs in almoft csery other
Kissopesn marke:. '

~ ‘members
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me'n’bers prefent. His Majefty may authorize the Governor to fix the
time and place of holding the eletions, ({fubjec, however, to fuch pro-
vifions as may hereafter be made by the Legiflature) and to fix the
times and places of hold.mg the feffions of the aflembly, and to prorogue
and diffolve the fame whenever he fhall Judge it neceflary.

The Governor, together with fuch of the executive council as fhall
be appointed by the King, for the affairs of each province, are to be
a court of civil juri{di@tion for hearing and determining appeals, fub-

_je€ however, to fuch appeals from their judgment as heretofore ex-

“ifted. All lands in Upper Canada are to be granted hereafter in free
and common foccage ; and alfo in Lower Canada, when the grantee
fhall defire it, fubjet neverthelefs to alterations by an a& of the Legi~
flature. _

Britith America is {upeﬁﬁtegded by an officer ftiled Governor Ge-
neral of the four Britifh provinces in North America, who, befides
other powers, is commander in chief of all the Britifh troops in the
four provinces and the governments attached to them and Newfound-
land. Each of the provinces have a Lieutenant Govemor, who, i m the
abfence of the Governor General, has all the powers requxﬁte toa
chief magiftrate,
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THE ISLAND
=

CAPE BRETON;

ANNEXED TO THE PROVINCE OF LOWER CANADS.

SITUATION, EXTENT, &c,

The ifland, or rather colle®tion of iflands, called by the French
Les Iffes de Madam, which lie fo contiguous as that they are commonly
called but one, and comprehended.: under the name of the Ifland of
Cape Breton, lies between lat. 45° and 47° N, and between 59° and
60° W. long. from London, or 14°and 1 5° E. long. from Philadel-
phia, and about 45 leagues to the eaftward of Halifax. It is about
_one hundred miles in length, and fifty in breadth; and is feparated
'from Nova Scotia by a narrow ftrait, called the Guz of Canfo, which
is the comxm.'ncanon between the Atlantic Ocean, and the Gulph of
St. Lawrence,

It is furrounded with little fharp- -pointed rocks, feparated from each
other by the waves, above which fome of their tops are vifible. All
its harbours are open to the caft, turning towards the fouth. On the
other parts of the coaft there are but a few anchoring places for {mall
veflels, in creeks, or betw een ifiets. The bqrbour of St. Peter’s, at -
the weft end of ‘the ifland, is a very com gmodious place for carrying on
the filhery.

® CLIMATE.

Except in ihe hilly parts, the {urface of the country has but little
folidity, being every wlhicre coversd with a light mofs and with water.
The dampnefs of the foil is exhaled in fogs, without rendermg the air
_ unwholefome, In other rcfpo&s, the climate is very cold, owing either
to the pl‘olelOlfS quaatity of lams, wh1ch cover above half the ifland,
and remain frozen a long time ; or to the number of forefts, that totaﬂy
intercept the rays of the fun the effed of which is befides decreafed by

» perpetual clouds.

HISTORY OF ITS SETTLEMENT, &c.

Though fome fithermen had long referted to this ifland every fom.
mer, not more than twenty or thirty had ever ﬁxcd there, The French,
. 'whe
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who took pofleffion of it in Auguft 1713, were properly the firft inha-
bitants, * They changed its name into that of I/l Royale, and fixed upon
Fort Dauphin for their principal fettlement, This harbour was two
lagues’ in circumference. The fhips came to the very fhore, and were
fheltered from winds. Forefts affording oak fufficient to fortify and

‘buiid a large city, were near at hand ; the ground appeared lefs bar- %
ren than in other parts, and the filhery was more plentiful. This E
barbour might have been rendered impregnable at a trifling expence; ,.f
but the difficulty of approaching it (a circamftance that had at firft j
made a ftronger impreffion than the advantages refulting from it) oc- é
k cafioned it to be abardoned, after great labour had been beftowed 14
y upon the undertakingi They then turned their views to Louifbourg, ’é
off the accefs to which was eafier ; and convenience was thus preferred to
d fecurity ; the fortjﬁ@tion of Louifbourg, however, was not begun till i
1- 1720, - . : . ' g
1t In the year 1714, fome filhermen, who till then had lived in New- &
d - foundland, fettled in this ifland. It was expe@ed that their number - &
h would foon have been increafed by the Acadians, who were at liberty, g '
of from the treaties that had been granted them, to remove with all their
. ,eﬁ‘e&.é, and even to difpofe of their eftates ; but thefe hopes were dif-
h appointed. ‘The Acadians chofe rather to retain theii}}’)oﬂeﬂions under
i1 the dominion of Britair, than to give them up for ;ny precarious advan.
e tage they mig_ht derive from their attachment to France. Their place LU
11 was fupplied by fome diftreffed adventurers from Europe, who came:
it - ever from time to time ‘tq .Cape Breton, and the number of inhabitants
n gradually increafed to four thoufand. ‘They were fettled at Louifbourg,
: Fort Dauphin, Port Touloufe, Nerucka, and on all the coafts where
they found a proper beach for drying the cod. ' i
#This iftand, was attacked by the Englith in 1745 ; and the évent is 4
€ of fo fingular a nature, :that it deferves a particular detail. The plan ' %é
& of this firft invafion was laid at Bofton, and New England bore the ;
r expence of it. A merchant named Pepperel, who had excited, encou-
r raged, and direé_iegl the gptcgpri;e? was intrufted with the éommand of
N anarmy of fix thoufand men, which haﬂ been levied for this expe#
y dition, . -
y Though thefe forces, convoyed by a fquadron from Jamaica, brought
the firft news to Cape Breton of tift danger that threatened it; fhough .
the advantage of a furprife would have fecured the landing without
‘oppofition; though they had but fix hundred ~regular troops to encoun-
- S tcr and eight hundred inhabitants haftily armed, the faccefs of the
. - Wadersaking was fll precations, What great cxploits, indeed, could
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be expeed from a milita: foddenly affembled, who: hadi never feen 2
fiege or faced an: enemys. and were: to:a& under: the direftion of fea-
officers only. 'Fhefi unexpesienced troops ftood:inneed of:the affiftance.
of fome fortynate incident, which: they were indeed favoured wich in
a fingular manner. . _ ,
"The conftrution and repairs of the fortifications had abways been
feft to the care of the garrifon of Louifbourg, The foldiers were ea.
~ gerof being employed in thefe works, which they confidered as con-
ducive to their fafety, and as the meads of procuring them a comfort-
. able fubfifience. When they. found that thofe who were to have paid
them, .appropriated to themfelves the profit of their labours, they‘ de-
manded juftice. It was denied them, and they were determined-to
affest their right. As thefe depredations had been thared between the
chief perfons of the colony and the fubaltern officers, the foldiers could
obtain no redrefs, Their indignation againft thefe rapacious extorti-
oners ofe to fuch a height, that they defpifed all authority. They
had lived inan open rebellion for fix monthsy when the Britith ap=
peared before the place.- . -
" “This-ivas the time to conciliate the minds of both parties, and to
prite in the common caufe, The foldiers made the firft advances; but
fheir commanders miftrufted a generofity of which they themfelves
were incapable. It was firmly believed that the {oldiers were only de-
firous of fallying out, that they might have an opportunity of defert-
ing; ar;d}hei; own officers kept them in a manner prifoners, till a de-
fence fo ill managed had reduced them to the neceflity of capitulating,
"The whole iftand fhared the fate of Louifbourg, its only bulwark.
This valuable pofieffion, reflored to France by the treaty of Aix la
Chapelle, was again attacked by the Britifh in 1748, and taken. The
pofleflion was confirmed to Great Britain by the peace in 1763 ; fince
‘which the fortifications have been hlown up, and the town of Louifs
' boarg difmantled, i o

80IL," PRODUETIONS, &c.

 'The inhabitants never applied themfelves to agriculture, the foil
being unfit for it. They ofters fowed corn, but it feldom came to

waturity ; and when it did’ thrive fo much as to be worth reaping, it

had degenerated fo confiderably, -that it was not fit for feed forthe
next harveft, - They have onlv continued to plant a few pot-herbs that’

' “are tolerably well tafted, but muft be renewed every year from abroad, §

" Fhe poognefs and fcarcity of paftures has likewide prevented the ine
' . ' o creafe

Lieute

Princ

et |




UrPER AND LOWER ‘CANAPA. 15
Yreife of cattle. Tn‘a“word, the foil 9F ‘Cape Breton feems calculated
‘to invite none butfifltetmien.

"Though the-iflarid ‘was- entrre]y co‘\'cred “ith fcrcﬁs ‘befote it wds
inhabited, its wood has fearce ever beensn object of'frade. A gredt
quantity, howevet; of {ott wood: was ‘found ‘there “fit for ‘ﬁrmg, and
fome that might be ufed for nmbef but the oak has always been
-{carce, and thé fir never yielded| much refin. The peltry trade was a
very inconfiderable object. It; confifted only in the fkins of a few
Iynxes; elks, mufk-rats; wild cats, bears, otters; and foxes both of a fed
and filver-grey’colours  Some of thefe were procured fiom 2 colony of
Mickmac Indian\; ‘who had fettled on the ifland with the French, and
never cculd raifé more than fixty men able to bear arms. The feft
came from St. John’s, or the neighbouring continent. Greater advanta=
ges might poffibly have been derived from the coal-mines, which
abound in the ifland: They lie in a horizontal direction; and being
f10 more than fix or eloht feet below the furface, may be worked with-
out digging deep, or draining off the waters; Notw ithftanding the -
prodigious demand for this coal from New England; from the year
174§ t0 1749 thefe mines would probably have been forfaken, had nct
the ﬁups which were fent out to the French iflands wanted ballaft, In.
_one of thefe mines a fire has been kxndled, which could mever yet be
extinguifhed:

~ The people of Cape Breton did nof fend all thei fifh to Europe,
. they fent part of it to the French fouthern iflands, on board twenty or
> twenty-five fhips from feventy to one hundred and forty turs burden.
. Befides the cod; which made atleaft half their cargo, they eprrted to
. the other colonies timber, planks, thin oak-boaras, {alted falmen and
mackeril, train-oily and fea-coal: All thefe were pzid for in fugar and
coffee, but chiefly in rum and molaffes. The iftand could not confume
Il thefe commodities. Canada took off but a {mall part of the over-
E plus; it was chiefly bought by the people of New England, who gave
1 in exchange fruits, vegetables, wood, brick, and cattle. This trade
| of exchange was allowed ; but a fmuggling trade was added to 1t, car-
zied on in floury and falt ﬁih.

- POPULATION, CHIEF TOWNS, &c.

On this ifland there are about one thoufand inhabitants, who have a
t leutenant- governor refident among them, appo;nted by the king. The
| principal towns are Sidney, the capxtal, and Louxﬂ:ourg, which has the
 beft harbour in the iflande

" This
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This ifland may be confidered as the' key to Canada, and the very
valuable filhery; in its neighbourhood, depends for its protection on
i ' .the poffeffion of this ifland ; as no nation can carry it on without fome
convenient harbour -of firength to fupply and protet it ; and Louife
bourg is the principal one for thefe purpofes,
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NEW BRITAIN;

ANNEXED TO THE G\(}VERXMENT OF LOWER CANADA.

"Fhe country lying round Hudfon’s Bay, or the country of the Efqui-
maux, comprehended Labrador, New North and South Wales, has ob-
tained the general name of New BriTarn, and is attached to the go-
vernment of Lower Canada. A fuperintendant of trade, appointed by
the Governor-General of the four Britith Provinces, and refponfible
to him, refides it Labrador. : '

CLIMATE.

The climate, even about Haye’s river, in only lat. §7°, is, during
winter, exceflively cold. ‘'The fnows begin to fall in O&ober, and con-
tinue falling by intervals the whole winter: and, when the froft is
moft rigorous, in form of the fineft fand. 'The ice on the rivers iseight
feet thick, Port wine freezes into a folid mafs; brandy coagulates.
‘The very breath falls on the blankets of the beds in the form of a hoar
froft, and the bi_zd-cloaths often are found frozen to the wall. The fun
rifes, in the fhosteft day, five minutes paft nine, and fets five miautes
before three. In the longeft day the fun rifes at three, and fets about

-nine. The ice begins to difappear in May, and hot weather commences
about the middle of June, which at times is fo violent as to fcorch the
faces of the hunters. ‘Thunder is not frequent, but very violent. But
there is a great difference of heat and cold in this vaft extent, which
reaches from lat. 50, 40, to lat. 63 north.—During winter the firma- -
ment is not without its beauties, Mock funs, halos are not unfre-
quent ; they gre very bright, and richly tinged with all the colours of
the rainbow, The fun rifes and fets with a large cone of yellowifh
light. The night is enlivened with the Aurora Borealis, which fpreads
3 thoufand different lights and colours over the whole concave of the
fky, not to be defaced even by the fplendour of the full moon ; and the »
flars are of a fiery rednefs, .

In this feafon.it however frequently happens, that the air is fo full of
watery vapours, that: the fun will be obfcured for feveral weeks toge. ’
ther. 'This is occafioned by the rime, which afcends from the open
fea-water, and being condenfed by the cold, is driven by the wind to 2
confiderable diftance at times, from forty to fifty miles,

The climate is very perceptibly milder in the interior, thanin the’
parts on the fea coaft. The fnow is not half fo deep, neither are the~
- Yer, IV, D ' hottett
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hotteft davs in fummer fo fultry. If a man is frozen in the upper
country, it is owing te his not having taken proper care of himfelf ;
whereas upon the fea coaft, with every neceflary precaution,a man will
frequently have his nofe, face; or fingers-ends fkinned.

The heavens, in cold winter nights, ‘do not exhibit that luminous
appearance, which, as before remarked, is obfervable on the fea coaft;
aor do the ftars fhine with that refulgent luftre. The Aurora Borealis

- 1s not fo common nor fo brilliant; the Parhelia and Parafelenes zare lefs

frequent ; and fogs in the winter, are unknown.

In {hox;,'r, the fea coaft and the upper country will admit of no com-
parifen: one is temperate and healthy, the land dry, pleafant, and fer~
tile in {pontaneous produltions, and the animal creation various and
excellent for the {upport.of man: in it, a perfon who could live retired,

.might pafs his days with eafe, content, and felicity, and if he'did not -

enjoy an uninterrupted ftate of health, it would not be the fault of the

ir he lived in. On the other hand, the lower country is one endlefs
bog, where the favage animals themfelves are fometimes conftantly
ft*:ampt. The fineft fummer’s day wiil begin with a fcorching heat,

" and terminate with a cold eafterly fea fog. The weather ufually inci-

dent to autumn and midfummer, is experienced in their different ex-
tremes during the fhort {pace, of twelve hours. The inhabitants fre-
quently fall a prey to the feverity of the froft, The whole country
furnithes but one {pecies of qliadruped fit for the fupport of man ; and
the Europeans are accurfed with an affliting epidemical diforder,
which they very emphatically term the ¢« The Country Diftemper.”

FACE OF THE COUNTRY, SOIL, &c.

A5 far inland as the Hudfon Bay Company have fettlements, which
is fix hundred miles to the weft of Fort Churchiil, at a place called
Hudfon Houfe, lat. 53° lon. 106° 275’ 'W. from London, is flat

country : nor is it known how far to the eaftward the great chain of

mountains feen by the navigators from the Pacific Ocean branches off,
From Moofe River, or the bottom of the bay, ‘to Cape Churchill, the
land is flat, marfhy, and wooded ‘with pines; birch, larch, and wil-
lows. The pine trees, which dre of different kinds, are but {mall;
near the fea-ccafis they generally run knotty, and are unfit to be ufed
in the firu€ture of good buildings. ' "The' fame may be faid of the j ]n-

niper trees, growing in the fame fitudtion. " ™
But on leaving the marfhy ground, and retiring inland to the fouth-
ward, the trees are of a more, ftately - growth ; and abodt Moofe and
Albany Forts, they are. found of all dmm..ters. Here the climate ig
' “t ‘much

P
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much more temperate than at York Fort and Churchill Settlement.
"Potatoes, turnips, and almoft every fpecies of kitchen garden ftuff,
are reared with facility ; and no doubt corn might be cultfvated, if the

lords of the foil, the Hudfon’s Bay Company, had patriotifm enough to

make this extenfive country of any fervice to Great-Britain. But it

every laudable endeavour in their fervants, that might tend to make

*_ has been an invarizble‘méxixﬂ with them for many years pait, to damp
thefe countries generally beneficial to the Mothet Country. This cor-

du@t w¥l -appear very extraordinary.to thofe who are unacquainted -

- with the felf-interefted views of the Company. They imagine, that if
it was known to the nation, that the lands they poffels were capable of
cultivation, it might induce individuals to enquire into their right to
an exclufive charter; it is therefore their bufinefs to reprefent it in
the worft light poﬁlble, to difcourage an inquiry, which would thake
the foundation of their beloved. moropzly.

Throughout the woods to the fouthward the ground is covered-with
a very thick mofs, among which grow various kinds of fmall fhrubs,
bearing fruity fuch as goofeberncs, currants, {’crawoermes, rafberrxes,
cranberries, with many others too tedious to mention. ; A Herb, whxch
‘the natives call Wee fuc a pucka, grows very plent;fully in all parts of
the country. The Indians make ufe of it by way of medicine; it
makes a very agreeable tea, and is much uvfed here, both by Europeans
and natives, not only for its plealant flavour, but for its falutary effeis.
Its virtues are many ; it is an aromatics very ferviceable in rheumati
cafes, ftrengthens the ftomach, relieves the heads and alfo promotes
perfpiration. Outwardly, it is applied to gangrenes, contufions, and
excoriations ; in the lattcr cafe the powdet is made ufe of. Another

herb of much utility to the natives grows likewife here; this t}'cv )

call Fack o/t a puck. They mix it with their tobaceo to reduce its
ftrength. :
In the interior. of the country is a great quantity of ccal, which is

.conveyed down the rivers by the currents. A perfon belonging to the -

Hudfon Bay Company once brought down a piece he had taken from
the carth, where it was piled vp in heaps. It was in every refpect
fimilar to that brought to London from ‘the North of England and
Scotland.. He faid that he afked the Indians the ufe of it; and on
their exprefling their ignorance, he put fome of it in the fire, which
bumnt violently to their great atonithment. What other treafures may
be concealed in this unknown repoﬁtory, or what valuable ores may be

intermixed with the coal, we will not take upon us to determine.
A,Jl thefe countries are well ftered with moofe, beavers, otters, &c.
-2 » : bug

»
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bat the red deer, jumping deer, and buffalo, are not to be found tifk .
where the country becomes more‘open, and fo free from woods, that
in many places fcarce a fufficiency can be procured to make a tempo-
rary fire for travellers, who are obliged inftead thereof to ufe buffale
duag.

Many fpacious lakes are to be found in the inland parts. Moft of
thefe abound with fith, efpecially when joined to a river ; but the na-
tives feldom or never look after them, and the greater part of thofe
Indians who come to the Englifh fettlements to trade, will neither eat
ith, water-fowl, nor any amphibious animal.

How far the {oil of this country may be favourable to the culture of
vegetables we are not enabled to advance. Experiments, which thould
be cur principle guide to knowledge in thefe matters, never having been
much made ufe of, though we may venture to affert, that many parts
would admit of cultivation. The Hudfon’s Bay Company fervants
have tried Indiat corn and barley, by way of experiment, which came.
to perfc&ion ; potatoes, turnips, carrots, radifhes, onions, &c. have
been lately reared, and found as good as thofe in Canada.

"Fhe fruits which {pontaneoufly fhoot up, are not in fuch great va-
riety in the wildernefles . of Canada, as in the country we are fpeaking:
of. The natives colle® vaft quantities of a2 kind of wild cherries and
bring them in for fale. The Hudfon’s Bay people make zn exceflent
beverage of them, which is grateful to the rafte, and is an excellent
antifcorbutic. Rafpberries, firawberries, _currants, cranbcrries, and
an infinity of other kinds are to be found every where. So that a per-.
fon, without the help of ammunition, may in the fummer feafon pro-

*  curea very comfortable fubfiftence, were he bewildered, and alone.
Should any one be in this fituation, almoft every pond of water would
furnifh him with eggs of nmks, &c. and every thicket with a fatiety
of delicious fruit. co

The eaftern coaft is bérren, paftt the efforts of cultivation. ‘The fure
face is every where uneven, and covered with mafles of ftone of an
amazing fize. It is a country of fruitlefs and frightful mountains,
fome of an aﬁom(hmc height. The vallies are full of lakes, formed not
from fprings, . but rain and fnow, fo chilly as to be produéhve of a

few {malltrout only. ‘The mountains have here and there a blighted
thrub, or a little mofs. The vallies are full of crooked, ftunted trees,
pises, fir, birch, and cedars, or rather a fpecies of the juniper.. In
lztitude 60° on this coaft, vegetation ceafes. The whole fhore, like . ants,
that on the wel®, is faced with iflands at fome diftance from land.- . bttlemd

The principal .rivers which water this ceunt}y, are the Vﬁfégcr. her fo

) ' " “Mork, '
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Mornk; Seal, Pockerekefko, Charchill, Nelfon, Hayes; I\ ew Stvein,

‘Albany, and Moofe rivers, all which empty into Hudfor’s and Jamés
Bay from the weft. The mouths of all the rivers are filled with
thoals, except Churchill’s in which the largeft thips may lie; but ted
miles higher.the channel is obftruted by fand barks. All the rivets
as far as they have beea explored, are full of rapids and cataracts,
¢ from ten to fixty feet perpendicular, Down thefe rivers the Indian
- traders find a quick paffage; but their return is 2 labour of many
. months,
INHABIT ANTS, CUSTOMS, &c.
"The inhabitants among the mountzins are Indians; along the coafts,
; Efquimaux. The Hudfon’s Bay Indians, in all probability; were ori-
t gmally tall, properly proportioned, ftrongly made, and of as manly an
appearance as any people whatever. This, however, was before theit
commerce with Europeans had enervated and debafed their minds and.
bodies, by introducing fpirituous liguors among them, and habituating
them to fevere coutfes of drinking. They are naturally much addiGted
to this fatal cuftom ; but when it is encouraged and enforced by thofs
who call. themfelves an enlightened people, it certzinly is not only
blameable, but highly criminal. Were common fenfe but made ufe of
to dire& the condué of thofe who are’benefited by the trade carried
on with the Indians, felf-intereft and good policy woyld teach them
to d:fcourage, as'much as poffible, a habit fo prejudicial to them, and
tally deftrutive to thefe miferable people. They are generally of
ja benevolent difpofition, and eafy to be perfuaded by perfons who une
ritand their language; but as a moft unconfcionable gain is got by
ading in fpirits with them, it is not to be fuppofed the factors will

ever be induced to puf a ftop to this unchriftian praQice. An Indian .
will barter away all his furs, nay even leave himfelf without a rag

ko cover his nakednefs, in exchange for that vile unwholefome ftuff,

called Englith brandy, * If by fuch exceflive intoxication they only ir«
eparably injured their own conftitutions, and debilitated their Tace,
confequences, though pernicious, would not be fo dreadful as
hey ufually are; but during their intoxication not only freth quarrels
nfue, old grievances are alfo renewed, and death is frequently ‘the
bnfequence of former bxckenngs, which but for this ihmulatox had
cen butied in oblivion.

i By this diabolical commerce the country is impoverithed of inhabi.
sy the tfade of courfe imperceptibly declines, and this extenfive
ttlement is in a great meafure prevented from rivalling mzny of our
her foreign eﬁzbhfhment-s.

The -




* deformed perfons are feen among them. When young they have ex-
. tity of food they devour; but as they grow towards puberty this part

" thy, and their diforders few; the chief of thefe is the dyfentery, and

_enjoy all their faculties to the laft.
. Tn their difpofitions they are mild, affable, and good-natured, when

- difcover the greateft propenfity to quarrelling, theft, and the worft of
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The natives are however a people of a middie fize, of 2 copper
complexion, their features regular and agreeable, and few diftorted or

ceffive large bellies, which is to be attributed to the enormous quan-
decreafes to 2 common fize. Their conftitutions are ftrong and heal-

‘a violent pain in the breaft, which the Englith call the Country Dif-
temper. ‘The latter is fuppofed to proceed from the cold air being
drawn into the lungs; which impeding’ the veflels from {fpreading
throughout that organ, hinders the circulation, and rénders refpiration
extremely painful and difficult. They feldom live to ‘a great age, but

fober; but when intoxicated they are loft to every focial quality, and

vices. When we view the fair fide of their chara@ters; we find them
kind, courteous, and benevolent to each other, - plieving the wantsand
neceflities of their diftreffed brethren with the greateft good-nature,
either by counfel, food, or cloathing, The good effects of this excel-
Ient difpofition are frequently experienced by themfelves ; for, as in’
their mode of life no one known how foon it may be his own fate to
be reduced to the verge of extremity, he fecures for himfelf a return
of kindnefs, fhould he experience that viciffitude. On the other hand
they are fly, cunning, and artful to a great degree; they glory in
every {pecies of furacity and artifice, efpecially When the theft or de-
qeption has been fo well executed as to efcape detection. Their love
to their offspring'is carried to a very great height. From the ftate of
childhood to maturity they feldom or never cofre@ their children,
alledging, that when they grow up they will know better of them-
felves. Neither ‘is this indulgence made a bad ufe of when refle@ion
fucceeds the irregularities of youth; on the contrarys {entiments of
reverence, gratitade, and love, link their affeGtions to the authors of &
their being; and they feldom fail to give the utmot affitance to their
aged parents-whenever their imbecility requires it ' T
With refpect tp.their corporeal abilities, they are almoft without &
exception great walkers; they patiently endure cold, hunger, and
fatigue ; and bear all misfortunes with admirable fortitude and refig-
nation, which enables them bravely to encounter the profpect .of ill,
and renders the mind ferene under the preﬁ'uré of adverfity. ~As their
country al»>unds with innumerable herds of deer, elks, and boffaloes
8 : , they ¢

. 5" ’ :



- they frequently make great ﬂanéhte} among them; and upon thefe oc-

pper cafions they have no regard to futurity,. or providing for an unfuc-
d or cefsful day. Whether they happen to be pining under the grafp of -
> X pinching neceflity, or_enjoying themfelves in all the happinefs of
uan- ealth and plenty, they kil all they can, having an incontrovertible
part maxim among them, which is, « the more they kill, the ipore they
heal- > have to kill :” and this opinion, though diametrically oppofite to reas
' ar.xd fon or common fenfe, is as pertinacioufly held by them, as his tenets
‘I?lf' are by the moft bigotted enthufiaft. Indeed, they too frequently find
eIng it to their coft to be grounded on folly, as they fometimes fuffer ex-
1d{ng treme hunger through it; nay, many have been ftarved to death, and
ation others have been reduced to the fad neceflity of devduring their own
) but % offspring, : - ,

3% Asa great pért of the FaQory provifions eonfifts of geefe killed by
w:;; the Indians, the Englith fupply them with powder and fhot for this
’

purpofe, allowing them the value of a beaver fkin for every ten geefe
oft of they kill ; accordingly, after the Indian has got this fupply, he fets off
trom his tent early in the morning into the marthes, where he fets
himfelf down, with a degree of patience difficult to be imitated,. and
being theltered by a few willows, waits for the geefe. They thoot
‘them flying, and are fo very dexterous at this fport, thata good hun~
ter will kill, in times of plenty, fifty or fixty ina day. Few Euro-
peans are able to endure cold, fatigue, bunger, or adverfity in any:
return fhape, with an equal degree of magnanimity and compofure to that
 band “ which is familiar to the natives of this country. After being out a_
whole day ona hunt, expofed to the bleakeft winds and moft penetrat-
ing cold, and that without the leaft thing to fatisfy the calls of nature, '
an Indian comes home, warms himfelf at the fire, {moaks a tew pipes -
of tobacco, and then retires to reft, as calm as if in the midft of plenty 3.
but if he happens to have a family, he cannot always boatt of this -
equanimity ; when reduced to extremity, his affe@ion for them pre-
dominates over his philofophy, if it might be fo called, and it gives
way to the moft‘puhgent forrow. . t
f A belief in fome over-ruling invifible power bears a principal fhare
§ in the charader of thefe unpolithed Indians, By this be is induced to
§ impute €very occarrence of his life to fupernatural caufes, His good
§ or bad fuccefs in hunting, the welfare of his friends and family, hig
: éluration in this mortal ftate, &c, all depend upon the will and plea-
1 fure' of fome invifible agent, whom - he fuppofes to prefide over all his
f undertakings: for inftance, one man will invoke a confpicuons flag,
’ éqgtbex a wolf, one a bear, and another a particular tree; in which he’
o ' ' ' ' imagines
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imagines the Great Being reﬁdes, and mﬂnences his good or xll fortune
in this life.

The religious fentiments of thefe people, though confufed, are ‘in
fome refpe@is juft. They allow that there is a good Being, and they
fometimes fing to him; but not out of fear or adoration, for he is too

' good, they fay, to hurt them. He is called Kitch-e-man-e-to; or the  }
Great Chief. They further fay, there is an evil ‘Being,’ who is al- -
ways plaguing them ; they call him Whit-ti-co, Of him they are very
much in fear, and feldom eatany thing, or drink any brandy, without
throwing fome into the fire for Whit-ti-co. 1f any misfortune befals
them, they fing to him, imploring his mercy ; and when in health and
profperity do the fame, to keep him in good humour., Yet, though
obfequious fumetimes, at others they are angry with himy efpéciaﬂy

_wwhen in liquor ; they then rug out of their tents, and fire their guns =
in order to kill him. They frequently perfuade themfelves that they Soe
fee his- track in the mofs or fuow, and he is generally defcribed i R
the moft hideous forms. They believe that both the good and the bad
Being have many fervants; thofe of the former inhabiting the air, but

* thofe of the latter walking on the earth. They have likewife an opi- .
pion that this country was once overflowed ; an opuuon founded on
meeting with many fea fhells far inland,

They have no manner of government or fubordination. 'I'he father; |
er head of a family, owns no fuperior, nor obeys any command. He

_ gives his advice or opinion of things, but at the fame time has no au-
thority to enforce obedience : the youth of his family follow ‘his di-
re@tions, but rather from filial affe@ion or reverence, than in confe-
quence of any duty exa®ed by a fuperior, When feveral tents or fa-
milies meet to go-to war, or to the Fadories to trade, they choofe a
leader, but it is only voluntary obedience they pay to the leader fo
ghofcn every one is at liberty to leave him when he pl&fes, and the
notion of a commander is quite obhtcmted as. foon as the voyagc is
over, - MERIT ALONE GIVES THE TITLE TO msrmcrmx AND
FHE POSSESSION OF Q_uu.x'nzs 'THAT ARE HELD N xs'r!-:zu
Is THE QNLY METHOD TO OBTAIN 'RESPECT. 'Thus a per(on
who is- an expeuenced henter; ane who knows the commumcanon
between the lakes and rivers; one who can make Iong harangncs 3 is
2 conjuror ; or if he has 8 faxml) ; fuch a man will not fail -of being-
followed by feveral Indians, when they happen to be out in large par-
ties ; they likewife follow him down to trade at the fettlemcnts ¢ he
is however, obliged to " fecure their actendancc upon ‘this occafion by
pxomxfcs and rewards; as the regard P‘"‘ld to his abilities is of too weak

2 nature
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a hature to command fubje@ion. In war a mutual reléntment 4gainft
their enemies forms their union for perpetrating their revenge. Pers
Janal courage, patience under hard/bipsy and a knowledge of the manrers and
country of their adwerfariesy are the qualifications Jougkt after in the choice
of aleader. 'They follow him; whom they have thus chofen, with fide-
lity, and exectite his projects with alacrity; but their obedience does
not proceed from any right in the leadei to command, it is folcly
founded of his merit, on the affettion of his followers, and their defire
ot fubduing their egemies. Thefe fentiments actuate every breaft, and
-augment the union, while in more civilized natiohs fuch a compaét is
effe@ed by a flavifh {fubmiffion to military laws; for as the foldier has
no choice in his commander, it frequently happens that neither his ablh*
ties nor his charater are calculated to gain their efteem. .

The Indian’s method of dividing the time, is by numbering the mghts
elapfeds or to come; thus, if he be alked how lonig hé has been on his
- journey, he will anfwer, ¢ fo many nights.” From this nournal di-
vifion; they proceed to the lunar or monthly divifion, reckoning thirteen
of thefe in ‘the year, all of which are expreflive of fome¢ remarkable
event ot appearacce, that happens during that revolution of the moon.
Their method of computing numbers is rather abfi1 afe, asthey reckon
chiefly by decades; as follows :—Two tens, three tens, &c. Ter teas, oran
- hundred tens: A few units over-or under, are added or fubtra&ed. ’Thus,
= thirty-two in their tongue is exprefled, by faying three tens and two over.
Thofc Indians of whom we have now been treating a=d of whom the
Peltries are obtained are known by the following names, wiz: Th-
Ne-beth-aww-a, the Affinne-poctucs the Fall, the Suffees the Black-feety
the Paegan, and the Blood Indians: Thefe dre the only Indians with
which the Company trade, and confequently the only ones whofe man-
ners, cuftoms, &c. are known. :
The laudable zeal of the Moravian cvle‘rgy‘ indeced themy in the yeaf
. 1752, to fend miffionaries from Greeniand to this country. They.
. fixed on Nefbit’s harbour for their fettlement ; but of the firft partyy
- fome of them were killed, and the others driven away. In 1764, une
‘der the prote&ion of the Britith government, another attempt was
made, The miffionaries wete well received by the Efquimaux; and
the miffion goes on with fuccefs. o

ANIMALS
. The animals of thefe countries are, the moofe deer, ftags, rein deer;
‘bears, tygers, buffaloes, wolves, foxes,.beavers, otters, lynxes; martinsy
»fq;xirrels, ermines, wild cats, and haress The rein deer pafs in vaf
Vou, IV, . E herds
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herds towards the north in O&ober, feeking the €xtreme cold. . The
male polar bears rove out at fea, on the ﬂo'ating ice, moft of the
winter, and till June; the females lie concealed in the woods, or
. beneath the banks of rivers, till March, when they come abroad with
their twin cubs, and bend their courfe to the fea in fearch of their
conforts. Several are killed in their paffage; and thofe that are
wounded fhow vaft fury, roar hideoufly, and bite and throw up in:the
air even theirown progeny. The females and the young, when not
interrupted, coatinue their way to the fea. In Jung the males retumn
to thore, and by Auguft are joined by their conforts, with their cubs,
by that time of a confiderable fize. The feathered kinds are, geefe,
buftards, ducks, growfe,and all magner of wild fowls. Indeed. multi-
tudes of birds retire to this remote country, toLabrador and Newfound-
land, from places more remotely fouth, perhaps from the Antilles ; and
" fome even of the moft delicate little fpecies. Moft of them,. with
numbers of aquatic fowls, are feen returning fouthward with their
young broods to more favourable climates. The favages in fome ref-
peQs regulate their months by the appearance of birds; and have their
goofe-month, from the vernal appearance of geefe, from the fouth,
All the growfe kind, ravens, cinereous crows, titmoufe, and Lapland
finch, brave the fevereft’winter; and feveral of the falcons aad owls
- feek thelter in the woods. Of fith, there are whales, morfes, fwls, ¢od-
fith, 2nd -a white fith, preferable to herrings; and in their rivers and
frefh waters, pike, perch, carp, and trout.

All the quadrupeds of thefe countries are clothed with a clofe, foft,
‘warm fur. In fummer there is here, as in other places, a variety in
the colours of the feveral ;animals; when that feafon is over, which'
holds only for three months, .they all affume.the livery. of winter, and

every fort of beafts, and moft of their fowls, are of the colour of

the fnow ; every thicy animate and inanimate is white. Thisisa
furprifing phenomenon.. But what is yet more furprifing, and what
is indeed one of the moft ftriking things, that draw the moft inatten-
tive to.an admiration of-the wifdom and goodnefs.of Providence, isy
that the.dogs and. cats from Britain that have been carried into Hud-
fon’s Bay, on the. approach. of winter have entirely. changed their.ap-
pearance, and acquired a much longer, fofter, and thicker. coat of hais
than they had eriginally. B

DISCGVERY. AND COMMERCE,

The knowledgc of thefe northern feas and countries.was owmg m a2
proj=ct farted in. England. £ the difeovery. of a north-weft paffage to
China
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China and the Eaft Indies, as early as the year 1 576. w then it
has been frequently dropped and as often revived, but never yet com-
pleated ; and from the late voyages of .difcovery it feems probable,
that no pra&ticable paffage ever can be found. Forbither difcovered the
Main of New Britain, of Terra de Labrador, and thefe ftreights to
which he has given hisname. In 1§85, John Davis failed from Portf-
mouth, and viewed that and the more northern coafts, but he feems
never to have entered the bay. Captam Hudfon made thrée voyages
on the fame adventure, the firft in 1607, the fecond in 1608, and his
" third and laft in 1610. ‘This bold and judicious navigator entered the
ftreights that lead into the ‘bay known by his name, ‘coafted a grqat
partof it, and penetrated to eighty dégr‘ees and a half, into ‘the heart
. of the frozen zone. His ardour for the difcovery not being abated by
the difficulries he ftraggled with in this empire of winter, and world of
froft and fuow, he %yed here until the enfuing {p¥ing, and prepared,
in the beginning of 1611, to purfue-his difcoveries ;/but his crew, who
fuffered equal hardfhips, without the fame fpirit to fupport them, mu-
tinied, feized upon him and feven of thofe who were moft faithful to
him, and committed them to the fury of the icy feas in an opexi boat. -
“Hudfon apd his compamons were either fwallowed up by the waves,
or gaining the mhofpxtable coaft, were deftroy ed by the favages; but
the fhip and the feft of the men returned home.

‘Other a;ténipts towards a difcovery were made in 1612 and 1667 ;
and a patent for planting the country, with a charter for a company,
was obtained in the year 1670. In 1646, Captain Eliis wintered as
‘far north as §7 degrees and a half, and Captain Chriftopher at-
tempted farther difcoveries in 1661. But befides thefe voyages,. we ’
~ are indebted to the Hudfdn’s Bay -Company for. a journey by land ;
“which throws much additional light on this matter, by’ aifordmg what
may be called de'noni’tratlon, how much farther North, at leaft in force
parts of their voyage, {hxps mutt go, before they can pafs from one fide
of America to the other. The northern Indians, wha cameé down to
‘the Company’s fa&ones to trade, had brought to their knowledge 2
river, which, on account of much copper being found rear it, had ob-
tained the name of the Copper Mine River. The Company being de-
firous of examining into this* matter with precifioh, direed Mr.
Hearne, a young gentleman in their fervice, and who having been
brought vp for the navy, and ferved in it the war before laft, was ex-
tremely well qualified for the purpofe, to proceed over land, under the
tonvoy of thofe Indians, for that river; which he had orders to far-
vey, if pofible; quite down to its exit into the fea; to make obferva,

Ez . tions
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. txons for fixing. the latitudes and longitudes; and to- bring-home maps
- and drawings, both of it and the countries thtough wiuch ke fhould
pafs,
‘ Accordmgly Mr. Heame {fet out from Prince of Waless Fort, on
i Churchﬂl river, latitude §8° 47% L norm, and longxtude 94° 7é’we&
from Greenwich, on the 7th of December, ‘1770. - Mr, Hearne on the
15th of July reached the Copper Mine river, and found it 311 thg way,
even to its exit into the fea, incumbered with fhoals and falls, and
' emptymo itfelf i mto it overa dry ﬁat of the fhore, the tide bemg then
~out, whrh feemed, by the edges of the ice, to rife about twelve or
_fourteen feet, Thxs rife, on account of the falls, will carry it buta -
very {mall way within the river’s mouth, {o that thc water in it has
.‘not t]*e leaft bracmfh tafte, Mr. Heanc isy r;everthelefs, fure of the
P'ace it emptied itfelf into being the fea, ora branch of it,. by the
quantlty of whalebone and feal {kins which the Efqu,maux had at the;r
: tents ; and alfo by the number of feals which he faw upon the ice. The
.fea, at the river’s mout]l, was full of 1ﬂands and fhoals, as far as he
A could {cc, by the amﬂance of a pocket telefcopc and the ice was not
then (July 17th) broke up, but thawed away only for about three quar-
ters of a mile from the fhore,. and for a little way round the ifland
aud. fhoals whlch lay off the river’s mouth, Bat he had the moft ex-
“tenfive view of the fea when he was -about exgnt miles up the riv el
frcm 'v‘"c“\ﬁa;xon thenegt,remo parts of it bo;\. N. W, by W. and
Bv the time Mr. Hearne bad ﬁmf‘ncd hxs furvey of the mver;whlon e
was about one o’clock in the mornmg on the 18th, there came on a very
thick & fog and drizzling rain ; and as he had found the river and fea, in
: .c"er) refpeét mhkeq to be of\any utlh.y, ke theughe it unneceflary
“to wait for f fair weatber, to determine the latitude more exac’tly by ob-
feryanm . but by the e tragrdmary care he tock in ob"ervmo the
courfes and dl ’t;mces, waJ\mg from Ca:zgeml/mqurat’*agﬁ, where he had
t'vo very g crood ob.crvat'ons, he thm <s the Iantude may be ucpended
on Wlt"lm 107 at the utmolt, It appears ftom tpe map which Mr,
“Hearne conﬂra&ed of this fingujar journey, that. thP moam of the
Copper | Mmc nver lies In latitede 29 N. 2nd lengitude 23° W, from
Churchill yiver; tnat is, about 1 1q° V. of Creenwxch.v ’\m. Hearnels
‘journey. back f rom :he Cop;‘e: Mmc river to Churchill, lafied tili June
g 3oth, 17725 fo ;Lat he was ‘ablent almoft a year and feven months. The
inparalle led hardﬁups he fuﬁ”qrcé,and the effential fervice he perfotmed.
have met w u-x af g'*‘c reward frcm his malters. - He Bas been feveral
years governg Fort on ChL.‘ch.ll riv e5 where

I:c was talién Fhy ke krench ‘x; 17 S
fard -
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Fhough the adventurers failed in the original purpofe for which they
navigated this bay, their projec; even in its failure, has been of -ad-
vantage to England. ‘The vaft gount,ries which furround Hudfon’s
~ Bay, as we have already obf_erved, abound with animals, whofe fur and
fkins are excellent. In 1670, a charter was granted to a company,
which at prefent confift of only feven perfons, for the exclufive trade
to this bay, and they have afted under it ever fince with great benefit
to the private men who compofe the company, though comparatively
with little advantage to Great Britain, - <

Prince Rupert was their firft Governor; the Duke of Albemarle,
Lord Craven, Lord Arlington, and feveral other noble perfonages, con-
ftituted the firft committee. The tenor of their charter is as full; ample,
and comprehenfive, as words can well make it; and, as if they fufpeted
the intrufion of fome adventurers on their territories, to. participate in
this valuable trade, the moft fevere penalties, with forfeiture of pro-
perty, are laid on all thofe, who fhall haunt, frequent; or; trade upon .
their eoafts; how far their fucceffors have been entitled to thefe exclu~
: five immunities, or how far, their confined manper of carrjing-on
3 ‘ihc trade has proved beneficial to the country, we fhall endeavour to
- point out, . L ' :

The firft traders to thefe parts afted upon principles much gore lau.
. dable and benevolent, than their fucceflors feem to have been a&uated.
y. They appear to have had the good of the country at heart; and
o have endeavoured by every equitable means, to render their come -
-merce profitable to the mother courntry, Their infirutions te ‘theie
¢ fators were tull of fentiments of Chriftianity, and contained dire@ions
or their ufing every. means in their power, to reclaim the tncivilized
dians from a Zate'of B;g‘ijarifm; -and to inculcate in their rude mindg |
he humane precepts of thie gofpel. They were at the fame time ad-
-monifhed to trade with them equitably,. and to take no adirantage of’
-their native fimplicity. They were further inftuGed to explore the
country, and to reap fuch benefit from. the foil and produce thereofy
as might redound to the intereft of the Englith nation, as well as contri-
bute to their own emolument. . And lafily, they were direGed to be
particularly careful in feeing that the Euvropean fervants behaved or-
derly, and lived in fobriety and temperance, obfervipg a propef vene-
sation for the fervice of Gqd, which was ordered to- Becolleﬁively
performed at every feafonable opportunity, . s
- Thefe were injuntions worthy the exaited ftations and rank in life of
thofe.ygho had the firft direGtion of the affairs of the” Company ; and
E yefected much bonour on their qha;faé‘tg_rs, as men and ckriftians: and
: kad
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had thefe praife-worthy eftablifhments been adhered to, the country
granted them might at this day have been 2 real advantage to Great
Britain, But inftead of encouraging the trade, by a mild, equitable,
and engaging deportment towards the natives ;—inftead of ingratiating
themfelves by affability and condefcenfion with a harmlefs people, the
Hudfon’s Bay Company ufe them with undeferved rigour, caufing them
frequently to be beat and maltreated, although they have come fome
hundreds of miles in order to barter their kins, and procure a few
neceffaries to guard againft the feverity of the approaching winter :
owing to this conduét the trade has materially declined of late years.
Another reafon why the Company’s trade has declined, is 2 want of
Apirit in themfelves, to puth it on with that vigour the importance of
i the conteft deferves. The merchants from Canada have been heard to
~acknowledge, that was the Hudfon’s Bay Company to profecuite their
-inland trade in a fpirited manner, they muft be foon ebliged to give up
. all:thoughts of penetrating into the country ; as from the vicinity of
-the Company’s fa&orie5 to the inland parts, they can afford t6 under-
Fel them in every branch. - :
To ‘explain this emulation between the Company and the Canadian
traders, it will be neceffary to review the ftate of ‘the Company in the
.year 1753. Abont that time the Canadian traders from Montreal, ac-
‘tuated by a laudable fpirit of induftry and adventure, and experiencing
Ithe pecuniaty advantagés that refulted from their exertions, hiac hecome
-fo mumerous and indefarigable at the head of . the rivers which lead to
#the Company’s fettlements, that the trade of the latter w2s in a great
mieafiure cat off from its ufual channel. The Indians being fupplied
with evefy thing they could with for at their owndoors, had no longer
«occafion, asthey hithertohad done, to build canoes, and paddie {everal
handred miles, for the fake of cultivating a commesce with the Company’;
in which peregrination they were - frequently expofed to much danger
-from hunger ; fo much fo, that at one time feven canees of upland In.

<

. dians perifhed on their return to their own cdnntry,

Ever fince the above period, the Canadian adventurers have annually
increafed -in the upland countryy much to their own emolument, and -
the great Iofs of the Company : “who, it may be faid, are fleeping at
the edge of the fea, without fpirit, and without vigour or inclination

_ to affert ‘that  right, which their exclufive charter, according to their
own account, entitles them to. o o :

It is true; the Hudfon’s Bay Company have at this time a few efta- -
blifhments in the interior country ; byt thefe are carried on in fucha .
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. languid manner, that their exertions have hitherto proved inadequate
to the purpofe of fupplanting their opponeats.

The Company fignify to their Faors, that they have an mdafputaﬁ '
ble right to all the territories about- Hudfon’s Bdy, not only including
the Straits and Bay, with all the rivers, inlets, &c. therein, but like~
wife to all the countries, lakes, &c. indefinitely to the weftward,
explored and unexplored.. They therefore ftigmatize the Canadian
merchants with the m{ultmg epithets of pedlars, thieves, and interlo-

 pers; though the quantity of furs isported by themfelves bears no com-
parifon to thofe fent from Canada. If this unbounded claim, to which
hey pretend, be founded dpon juftice, why, in the name of equity do
hey not affert thefe pretenfions by 2 proper application to the Britith
arliament to remove the induftrious pedlars, whom they would feem
o look upon with fuch ineffable contempt, and prevent their anylonger
ncroachiag on their territories; but the fhock they received from the
arliamentary application of the patriotic Mr. Dobbs, in the Year 1749,
" has given them a diftate to parliamentary inquiries. They know the
‘weaknefs of their claim, and the inftability of their pretenfions ; it is-
herefore their intereft to hide from an mquxﬁtwe but deluded naticn,
- every inveftigation which might tend to bring to light the futility. of
 their proceedings.
. If the Canadian traders can adduce any profit to themfelves by: pro~
fecuting this inland bufinefs, what are not the Hudfon’s Bay Company
nabled to do, with every advantage on their fide, would they profe.
ute the trade with vigour ? b
York Fortat this time has four fubordinate fettlements; at which
ettlements, coilyuLtly, the Company allow one hundred fervants, whofe
ages amount to about one thoufand eight hundred and fixty pounds per
nnum ; ‘befides a floop of fixty tons, that makes a voyage once a year-
%bcm een York Fort and Severn FaQories. In the year 1748, the com--
‘p[ement of men at that fettlement was no more than twentv-ﬁve, whofc
‘wages amounted to four hundred. and feventy pounds per annum, and-
tthe trade then ftood at thirty thoufand fkins one year with another.

e other e&abldhments which the Company maintain in the Bay, have

3 u&'ered the like proportmnal change, all decreaﬂng in trade, and
: 'ng additional mcumbrances. .
'To exhibit at one view a ftate of their feveral cﬂabhﬂnnents in thc
Ay at prefcnt, the followmg table is fubjomed.
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Tarre a -

. Situation. Trade on jIndian | Ships con- [Sloopsin the
4Sctt1ements:}‘ La. N. ’Lo. W.| Average. {Settlem| figned to. rsCou‘ntry.

Skins. | - - !(hip\ tons |{hip . tons|
chhurchﬂl $9 ©0l94 3¢| 10,600 rof250) 1of70]
York Fort {57 10693 oo .
vern Houfe} 56 12[88 57 f 2599 tofzg0 } 1 of6o
Albany Fort |52 1885 18] 5,600
‘¢ 10f280] ‘10f70

Moofe Fort 1 51 2883 15 750C) 1of70

Eaftmain J 153 24]78 59

475600, 3—780 4—270}240

The following is the ftandard of trade, by which the Governor or
FaQor, is ordered by the Company to trade with the natives *. '

' - ) Beav, Beav.
Glafs beads . 1as2 Orrice lace .~ yd. 13ast
China ditto ' 6 Brafs rings . i,
Brafs kettles - Files
Coarfe cloth yd. Tobacco boxes
Blankess No. Awl blades
Tobacco Brazil b, Box barrels
Ditto leaf | Havks bells
Ditto Eng. roll Sword blades
Check fhires Ice chiffels -

‘White ditto Gun worms
Yara ftockings Coarfe hats
Powder Small leather trunks
Shot Needles
‘Duffels Hatchets
“Knives Brandy

GIJI:JS‘ Medals

Combs Thimbles
Fhnts _ Brafs collars ™ ..
Vermillion ~ Ib, ¢ Fire fieels
“Piftols No. / I Razors’

Small burning glaffes /1 1 ‘Thread
Gartering -~ yd. 1% 1
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* This is intended to keep up the :;ppeénnce of a‘régu'lar fettled plan of trade; but
though this farce may be played off to thofe who have not had the opportunities of
knowing the deception, it will nothava that effe® vpm a perfon any way.acquainted

with the buﬁnfﬁ. J’ -\Iotwi ding
& Y thﬁm 1] 5
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a,pon the Indians, and difcouraging to the trade, yetthe faftors, and

the. company, in vonjun&xon, do not think'it fo ; for out of thi§a
" pernicious overplus trade muft be raifed ; which, as ‘Mr. Robfon
- juftly obferves, ¢ is big with iniquity, and firiking at the very root of

emoluments of the governor, ‘at the expenfe of juftice and ¢smrion
Boneﬁy it opprefles the Indian, who lives 4 mott wretched life, ané
encounters a variety of difficulties, cold, hunger, and fangue2 to pro-
cure & few meceflaries for himfelf and indigent family., LT
~ This overplus trade, as it is called, is carri¢d on-in the foilewmg
manner ; for inftance ; fuppofe an Indian would trade one pound of
glafs beads, it is fet down in the ftandard at two beaver fkins; “but
the confcientious fa&or will demand three, of perhaps fouf beaver
fkins for it ;- if the Indian afks for a blanket, he muft pay eight bes.
vers ; and if he would purchafe a gallon of brandy, he muft give aftee

times two-thirds water. The confequence of this griping way of tradé
1 in the end very hurtful to themfelves, as the Canadtans, in the in
terior country, " underfell them in every article. - - 3

. ligence as they now do through the lakes, and had penetrated into the
interior p'arfs of Hudfon’s Bay, a great number of Indians ufed anau-

_ ally to come down to the company’s fettlements to barter their fkins:
And though the company hive now in 2 great meafiire log the benefir
of this lucrative traffic, it may not be amifs to inention the manner inr
which the Indians pmfecute their voyages to theé faoriés.

In the month of ’\:iarch, fhé*'up}and Indians afferiible on the’ baakg

. 6f a pamcular river or lake, the. nomination of which hiad been agreed
on by common corfent, before they feparated for the winter. Hers
they bé gm to bu:ld their canoea, which are gencraliv completed: very
foon after the river ice breaks. Thev then commencé their voyagey

\ Bt without any regulamy, all ﬁm’mc fo be foremmoft 3 becaufe thofe
‘who afe firlt hive.the Be‘%‘chance of ‘procuring fosd. During the
voyage, each leader canvafles, with ail manner of 4tand diligencay -
for eopIe to  join his gad§ 74 enciig fome'b%‘;ir@féﬂté atflvthers
by pr‘om’ﬁ:s for L'ne moré caﬁeﬂsize has¥ dRdedihis ‘Qotrimant; fthd

: ‘im"nft«nz;‘nm“"' 3

*men to°gs” i g wéédﬁ"m g'trh'éx”p.ne;bﬁ;xﬁa‘for't}ie‘WMS?@fﬂﬁﬁ |
Vox.. IV. F L tehts

Notht‘xﬁandmg this pretended ftandard is in itfelf fufficiently hard

their trade as a chartered company :” it is intended to. auvmem ‘the

the rate of ¢ight beaver fkins for it, asit is always one half; and-fome- ~

" Before the Canadian-merchants purfued the fur trade with fuch dis




' with baize, and having regimexital cuffs ; and a waiftcoat and breeches

" fented with a white or check fhirt; his ﬁ@kings are of yarn, one of

fet before the captain, of which he takes care to fill his pockets, be-
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tents ; while the leaders fmoke togethef, and regulate the proceffion,
This being fettled, they re-embark, and foon after arrive at the fac=
tory. Ifthere is but one captain, his fituation is in the center of the
canoes ; if more, they place themfelves on the wings; and their ca-
noes are diftinguithed by having a fmall flag hoxﬁed on a ftick, and
placedin the ftern. ,
When they arrive within a few hundred yards of the fort, they dif-
charge their fowling-pieces, to compliment the Englifh ; who, in re-
turn, falute them by firing two or three fmall cannon. The leaders
feldom concern themfelves with taking out the bundles, but the other
men will affift the women. The factor being informed that the Indians
are arrived, fends the trader to introduce the leaders with their Jieu-
tenants, who are ufually their eldeft fons or neareft relations. Chairs
are placed for them to fit down on, and pipes, &c. are introduced.
During the time the leader is fmoking, he fays very little, but as foon
as this is.over, he begins to be more talkative; and fixing his eyes-
immpveably on the ground, he tells the factor how many canoes he
has brought, what Indians he has feen, afks how the Englithmen do,
and fays he is glad to fee them. After(-this the .governor bids him
welcome, tells him he has good goods and plenty, and that he loves
the Indians, and will be kind to them. The pipe is by this tlme re-
moved, and the converfation becomes free. :
During this vifit, the chief is dreft out at the expenfe of the factory
in the following manner : a coarfe cloth coat, either red or blue, lined

of baize, the whole ornamented with orris lace. He is alfo pre-

them red, the other blue, and tied below the knee with worfted gar--
ters ; his Indian fhoes are fometimes put on, but he frequently walks
in his ftocking-feet ; his hat is coarfe, and bedecked with three oftrich
feathers of various colours, and a worfted fafh tied Tound the crown 3
a fmall filk handkerchief is tied round his neck and this completes
hisdrefs. The lieutenant is alfo prefented with a coat, but it has no
lining; he is likewife provided witha ﬂm't and cap, not unlxke thofe
worn by mariners:

The-guefts being now eqmpped bread and prunes are brought and

fore they are carried outto be fhared in histent ; a two. gaﬂon keg of

brandy, with pipes and tobacco for himflf and followers, are. hke-_

wife fet before him.  He is now conduéted from the fort to his tent
s R R
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in the following manner : In‘the front a halberd and enfign are car-
ried ; next a drummer beating a march ; then feveral of the fa&tory
fervants bearing the bread, prunes, pipes, tobacco, brandy, &c.
Then comes the captain, walking "quite ere& and ftately, fmoking
his pipe, - and converfing with the factor. After this follows the lieu-
tenant, or any other friend, who had been admitted into the fort with
the leader. They find the tent ready for their reception, and with
clean pine-brufh and beaver coats placed for them to fit on. Here
the brandy, &c. is depofited, and the chief gives orders to fome ref-’
pe@table perfon to make the ufual diftribution to his comrades. After
this the factor takes his leave, and it is not long before they are all in-
toxicated ; when they give loofe to every fpecies of diforderly tumult,
“fuch as finging, crying, fighting, dancing, &c.; and fifty to one but
fome one is killed before the morning. Such are the fad effecs of the
vile compofition they are furnithed with, upon tHefe occafions.
- After contiauing in a ftate of intoxication, bordering on madnefs,
for two or three days, their mental faculties return by degrees, and
they prepare themfelves for renewing the league of friendthip, by
- fmoking the calimut ; the ceremony of which is as follows: A Pipe
. made of ftone is filled with Brazil tobacco, mixed with a herb fome-
thing like European box. The ftem of the pipe is three or four feet
long, and decorated with various pieces of lace, bears claws, and ea-
gles talons, and likewife with variegated feathers, the fpoils of the
moft beauteous of the feathered tribe. The pipe being fixed to the
ftem and lighted, the factor takes it in both his hands, and with much
gravity rifes from his chair, and points the end of the ftem to the Eaft,
or fun-rife, then to the Zenith, afterwards to thé Weft, and then per-
= pendicularly down to the Nadir. After this he takes three or four
hearty whiffs, and having done-fo,” prefents it to the- Indian leader,-
rom whom it is carried round to the whole party, the women ex-
: cepted, who are not permitted to fmoke out of the facred pipe. When
- it is entirely fmoaked out, the fattor takés it again, and having twirled:
it three or four times over his head, lays it deliberately on the table ;
8 which being done, all the Indians retur/n/biui}tﬁa'nks by a kind of
fighing out the word Ho. Vs - C
Though the above ceremony made ufe of by the Indians, in
fmoking the calimut, may appear extremely ridiculous and incoim~
prehenfible, yet, when we are made acquainted with their ideas in this:
] refped; -the apparent abfurdity of the cuffomwill ‘vanifh.” By this-
j ceremony they mean'to fignify ta all -perfons concerned, that-whilt
E o F 2 . the”
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the fun fhall vifit the different parts of the world, and make day and
night ; peace, firm friendthip,and brotherly love, fhall be eftablifhed
between the Englith and their country, and the fame on their part.
By twirling the pipe over the head, they further intend to imply, that
all perfons of the two nations, wherefoever they may be, .fhall be in~
cluded in the friendfhip and brotherhood now concluded or renewed.
A‘ter this ceremony s over, and a further gratification of bread,
prunes; &c. is prefented, the leader makes a fpeech, gener: ally to the
fellowmg parport : -

.. ¢ You told me laft year to bring many Indians to trade, which ¥ -

plomlfed to do; you fee I have not lied; here are a great many

‘. young men come with me ; ufe them kindly, I fay; let them trade
‘é gdod goods ; let them trade good goods, I fay ! We lived hard laft
¢ wiater and -bungry,. the powder being fhort meafure and bad ;
e bemo thort meafure and bad, 11 fay ! Tell your fervants to fill the
<. m(eaﬁ.re, and not to put their thumbs w ithin the brim ; take pity
« on us, take pity on us, I fay! We paddle a long way to fee you ;-
‘f we love the Englith.. Let us trade good black tobacco, moift and
e hard twifted ; let us fee xt before it is opened. Take pity om us;
¢ take pity on us, Iia) The guns are bad, let us trade light guns,
“ fmall in the hand apd well thaped, with locks that will not freeze
“ m the WlﬂteA, and red-gun cafes. Let the youag men have more

\than meafule of tobacce ; cheapkettles, thick, and high. Give
& us good meafme of cloth'; let us {ee the old meafure ; do vou mind
. .me? The young men prove they love you, by coming {o far to fee
¢ you; takepity, take pity, Ifay; and give them good goods H they

" e Jike to drefs am;f l;q: figpe. Do you, uuderﬁ:and me ?”

. As foon as the captain } has finifhed hxsfpcech, , with his followcrs,
ptoceed to look ai the.guns and tobacco ;. the. former they examine
with the moft minute attention, When this is over they trade their
furs promzfcuonﬂ; 3 the leader being fo far indulged, as to be admit-
:ed inta the trading toom all the time, ifhe defires it. Coe

Ttis evident that the far.and . peltry trade might be. carr ied on toa
much greater exzcnt, were it not entirely in the hands.of this exclu--
five company, whofe mtereﬁ:ed notto fay iniquitous fpirit, has been

the fubjedt of long. and jufl complaint, :

It will, we, doubt not,, fet:m very myﬁenous o the gencralrty of peo-
plc?_ that the cermpany. ;io,nat exert themfelvcs to turn,the mches,gf this:

country to theu advan‘tagc when they’ al:me are to reap the Henefir

of their. exernon.. chplc ‘ lisibe Ied,m ccmclude from. theu-

. condud,

o
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tondud, that what writers have faid on this fubjet is devoid of truth,
and mere chimeras ; but this is for want of knowing the peculiar
views of the company, their affection for their long-foftered mono-
poly, and that fingular obfcurity which invelops their whole cox}ﬁis;
tution, nay, the whole of their mercantile tranfa&ions.

- The company do not entertain the leat doubt, but if the country-
they poffefs was properly explored by perfons of ability, valuable dif-’
coveries might be made ; but this they think may be fo far from re-
dounding to their intereft, that it might have acontrary effe®, by en-
couraging adventurers to petition for liberty to partake of thefe dif- -
. coveries, and thereby occafion an inveftigation to take place, which
. would probably fhake- the foundation of their charter. This is ot
% all; as the company confifts at prefent but of feven perfons ;. this
= {mall number awifely think, that as long as they can fhare a comfort-

 able dividend, “there is no occafion for their embarking in additional:
expenfes, in order to profecute difcoveries which might tranfpire to
 the world, and endanger thewhole. : - .

- The limits of the bay and ftraits comprize a very confiderable ex-
tent; the foil of which, in many parts, is capable of much improve-
ment by agriculture and induftry. - The countries abound with moft
kinds of quadrupeds, &c. whofe fkiris are of great value. The:ny-.
merous inland rivers, lakes, &c. produce fith of almoft every {pecies;
and 1n the feas in and about the firaits, and the northern parts of the
bay, white and black whales, fea-horfes, bears, and feals, are killed
% in great numbers by the Efquimaux, whofe implements for this pur-

-+ pofeare exceedingly fimple.. What advantage might not then arife to
the nation from this branch of trade alone, were it laid open ? If able
harpooners were fent on this employ, with fufficient affiftants, and
properly encouraged, greater profits would accrue from this fithery,
than from all the peliry at prefent imported by the company. The
difcovery of numberlefs fine harbeurs, and an acquaintance with the
furrounding country, which at prefent is entirely unknown to us, would,
in all likelihood, be- the. coafequence of thefe feas being more fre-
quented than they are.. And indeed if ever the forts and fettlements:
on the American.bonndary line are furrended according to the treaty
of peace, England has no other means in her hands to counterpoife
- the fuperior advantages the Americans will then pofefs in the fur
trade, " than to throw the tfade to Hudfon’s bay open, and thus deftroy
2 difgraceful motiopoiy; ‘or to incorporate with it by a new chartér
- the merchants trading to Canada, and thus infufe into it a frefh por-

tion
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tion of mercantile vigour : by this means an extenfive intercour{e
with nations, to which we at prefent are almoft ftrangers, might be
opened, and a country explored whofe refources may equal if not fur-
pafs thofe of the country round Canada.

If it be objected to this, that the vaft quantities of ice in the ftraits
muftimpede a veflel from making difcoveries,” wé anfwer, that many
years the ice is fo infignificant in quantity as not to obftru& the paffage
of the fhips in the leaft ; and in thofe feafons-when it is thickeft, it is
difiolved and difperfed in’the ocean Iong before the return of the
-thips in September.

‘Even in the very confined manner in which the company carry on
this trade, it is far from being inconfiderable in value, though their
thips'feldom ftop but a very fhort time for the purpofe of trading
with the Efquimaux ; they employ three fhips a’mually which are
manned with feventy-five men.

The company exports commaodities to the value of about ten thou-
fand pounds, and bring home returns to the value of twenty-nine
thoufarid three hundred and forty pounds, which yield to the revenue
about three thoufand feven hundred and thirty-four pounds. This in-
cludes the fithery in Hudfon’s bay. ‘That this commerce, fmall as it
is, affords immente profits to the company, and even fome advantages
to Great Britain in general, cannot be denied ; for the commodities ex-
changed with the Tndians for their fkins and furs, areall manufaéured
in Britain ; and as the Indians are not very nice in their choice, fuch
things are fent of which there is the greateft plenty, and which, to ufe
a mercantile pbrafe, are drugs. Though the workmanthip happens to
be in many refpects fo deficient, that no civilized people would take it,
it may be admired among the Indians. On the other hand, the fkins
and furs brought home in return afford articles for trading with many
nations of Europe to great advantage. Thefe circumftances prove
the immenfe benefit that would redound to Britain, by throwing oper
the trade to Hudfon’s bay, fince even in its prefent reftrained flate it
is foadvantageous.* The only atterhpt made to trade with Labrador,
has been directed towards the fithery. Great. Britain has no fettle-.
ment there. ‘The annual produce of the fithery - amounts to. upwards
of forty-nme thoufand pounds.. » L

; "?"-' 'l’n May 178.. all the ferts Jnd fec:leme’rts belonging to the: Hudfon’s bay c&mpauy'
were, &d’ iroyed by ;he French the damages fuftained were 'art;d at) five bundred thoufand -
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NOVA-SCOTIA;

- COMPREHENDING THE PROVINCE OF NEW-BRUNSWICK
. AND NOVA-SCOTIA.

SITUATION, EXTENT, AND BOUNDARIES.

: THESE provixices are fituated between 43° 30" and 4¢° north Jati-

. tude and 60° and 67° eaft longitude from London, or8°and 15° eaft

; longitude from Philadelphia. Their length is four hundred miles, ’

~and their breadth three hundred. They are bounded on the north, by
the river St. Lawrence ; on the eaft, by the gulf of St. Lawrence,
which wathes its coafts one hundred and ten leagues in extent, from
the gut of Canfo, at its entrance into the gulf, to cape Rozier, which

. forms the fouth part of the river St. Lawrence, and by the gut of
Canfo, which divides it from cape Breton ; on the {outh, it iswathed

: by'the Atlantic ocean, having a fea coaft of ninety leagues; from'

 cape Canfo, eaft, to cape Sables, weft, which forms one part of the

- entrance into the bay of Fundy, which alfo forms a part of its fouth-
ern boundary ; weft, by a part of Lower Canada, and the dlﬁn& of
. Maine.

& Notwithftanding the forblddmg appearance of this country, it
'was here that fome of the firft European fettlements were made.
The firft grant of lands in it was given by James the Firft to his fe-
cretary, Sir William Alexander, from whom it had the name of

£ Nova-Scotia, or New-Scotland ; fince then it has frequently changed

ands, from one private proprietor to another, and from the French
o the E;gliﬂl nation backward and forward. It was not confirmed to

g the Englifh, till the peace of Utrecht, and their defign in acquiring

it does not feem to hare arifen fo much from any profpe& of dire

f profit to be obtained by it, as from an appreheuﬁon that the French,

by poflefling this province, might have had it in their power to an-
f noy the other Britith fettlemcnts. Upon this principle, three thoufand
; families were tranfported in 1749, at the charge of the government,
'mto tlns country, who built éd fettled the town of Halifax.
The tra& of country within' thefe limits, known by the name e of
Nowx—Scotm, or New-Scot and, was, in 1784, divided intotwo pro-
vinces,
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vinces, viz. New-Brunfwick, on the nor&h—weﬂ’, and Nova-Scotiz,
on the fouth-eaft. The former comprehendsthat part of the old pro-
- vin€eof Nova-Scotia, which lies to the northward and. weftward of a
Yine drawn from the mouth of the rivet St. Croix, through the center
of the bay of Fundy to “bay Verte, and thence into the gulf of St.
Y.awrence, including all lands within ﬁLx leagues of the coaft. The
reft 1s the province of Nova-Scotxa, to which. is annexcd the ifland
of St. John’s, which lies north of it,’ in the gulf of St. Lawrence.

SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, &c.

During a great part of the year, the atmofphere is clouded with
thick fog, which renders it unhealthy for the inhabitants ; and four
ox five months it is intenfely cold. A great part of this coustry lies
in foreft, and the foil, in many parts, is thin and barren. On the
banks of the rivers, however, and fome other parts, the foil is very
good, producing large crops of Englifh grafs, hemp, and flax: many

of the bays, and falt water rivers, and fome parts of the fea coaft, are
bordered with fine tracts of falt marfh; but the inhabitants do not
vaife provifions enough for home confumption. '

RIVERS, BAYS, LAKES AND CAPES. -

“The rivers which water this country we fhall mention in conne&ion
with the different counties in which they principaily flow,: a few, how-
ever, call for feparate notice. The rivers Rifconge and Nipifiguit run
fromweft to eaft intoChaleur and Nlplﬁg'ﬂlt bays, which communicate
with the galf of St.Lawrence. The river St. Croix (which i the true
St. Croix, is yet undetermined) empties into Paffamaquoddy bay, and
forms a part of the boundary between Neéw-Brusnfwick and Maine. St.
Johns is the largeft river in the province. It empties ‘ito the horth

‘fide of the bay of Fuidy, and is navigable for veffels of fifty tons,
fixty miles, and for boats upwards of two hundred miles. Thisisa
cotnmon toute to Quebec. The banks of this river, enriched by the
anpual frefhets, are excellent land. About thirty mites’ from the
ficuth of this river commences a fine level coimtfy, covered with
large trees of timber of various kinds. Mafts, from tWenty to thirty
friches in di ame*er, have be"n cut’on this tra@. - The'tide “ftows, in
this Tiver, eighty of ninety miles, Tt furnifires the' inhabitants with
falmon, bafs, and fmrceon. Near fort Howe, the river fuddenly iar: :
rows, and occaﬁons a falI at certam hmés of txde, hke t‘mat at Lcmdon :
Bridge. Coe :
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The coaft of thefe provinces is indented with numerous bays, and

eommodious harbours. The principal, as you defcend foutherly from
“the mouth of St. Lawrence river, are Gafpee, Chaleur, Verte, which ...
is feparated from the bay of Fundy by a narrow ifthmus of abou: eigh-
teen miles wide ; cape and harbour of Canfo, forty leagues eaftward
of Halifax. Chedabuéto bay about ten leagues north-weft of Canfo.
Chebuéto bay, on which ftands the town of Halifax. The bay of
. Fundy, which extends fifty leagues into the country, in which the ebb
and flow of the tideis from forty-five to fixty feet. Chenigto bay isat
. the head of Fundy bay. Paffamaquoddy bay borders on the diftri& of
Maine, and receives the waters of St. Croiﬂi("_.river.» At the entrance
. of this bay is an ifland, granted to feveral gentlemen in Liverpool in
- Lancafhire, who named it Campobello. At 2 very confiderable ex-
ipenfe, they attempted to form a fettlement there, but failed. Qn fe-

era} other iflands in this bay there are fettlements made by people
Hrom Maffachufets.- Among the lakes in thefe provinces, which are
ery numerous, and many as yet without names, is Grand lake, in the
rovince of New-Brunfwick, near St. John’s river, about thirty-miles
ong, and eight or ten broad, -and in fome places forty fathoms deep,

The principal capes are cape Canfo, on the weft fide of the entrance
ato Chedabucto bay, and cape Sables, on the eéﬁ'rﬁde of the entrange
nto the bay of Fundy.

CIVIL DIVISIONS,
Thefein 1783, were a5 followss -

Lounties -
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CUEnLiES. l T ownybups. l Ry whom fettled. l Rivers.
Avon or Pigiguit ] All ctx;lptying
. St. Croix into the Avon
HaxTs, “;’“df"'h Kenetcoot and except the ot
,:v ::e river . ; mout Cocmiguen laft nzvigabl;.
YO P Cacaguet Nav. 40 m. for to
Cozgui; vefl. of 60 tons. b}
N Halifax 4 7 '
London Der 1 Lrifh and Scotch
Harirax, | Onflow 4 from New-Eng- }Sh:bbenacmdm _Boatable,
Eaftern part of % Colchefter’ land Pitcoudiac
Nova-Scotia. Lawrence Memyemcoot
Southampton )
Canfo J
i J Tinmouth
N - = Percau, fmall
Habitant, navig. for vefl, of 40 tons
. *a {mall diftance. .
Kixnes, . Comwallis Canaid, na:xlg. far veff. of 160 tons|
.ontth:sfono > » 3 or 4 miles.
Miner. - Horton Comwallis, navig.' for veff. of -100!
- ® tons 5 miles, for vef. of 5o tons 10
. miles.
- J 1L fo J Salmon river. ¥
i b fert, from Trel.
Wilmot J} and New-Engl.
do. a fine town- | Annapolis, navxgable for fhips of]
ANNAPoOLIS, fhip 30 miles any burthen 10 miles—of 100 tons
on Annapolis  p Granville - in leng. on the ¢ 15 miles; tide flows 30 miles,
river. Annapolis , 4 bay of Fundy. paﬂ"ablc in boats to within twenty
tre 4~ families of miles of Horton.
Clare Acadians. ] ’ .
< Mon&on .4 Do.. .
3 4 Y An Lac which are nav. 3 or."
} Marequeth miles for vefels of]
CUMB; . Cumberland ettled from N. I‘[}zﬁl:nche 5 tous.
MBE Skoile Eng. & Yorkih. { e Hhod rivers.
? \ = ttled from N. > R
b.:v. .thef head ;f Amhcrft’ "7 of Ire. N. Esg. ;Jdem . "
y of Fundy. giﬂfwro and Yorkfhire, | Perco lia nivigable 4 or § mi
E opewell A 1 epodie
o Herb navigable by boats to
J . } eroert its head 12 miles.
J Conway . ’
SUNBURY, g:f:;g“wn
T e rver o USubury {5t Jobn's, alveady defcribed.
Joha’s, north }S Ann’s fetdcdfro d ¢
fhore of bay of | o° 27 m
Fundy. Wilimot Ma’Tachufetts, H
Newton Connedticut, j
J Maugerville &c. d
Argyle Scots & Acad.
QUEENS, Yarmouth, New-England )
fou:h fide of Barrington Quakers from ¢ Nong.
bay of Fundy. (Sable Ifl)  § Nantucket
. Liverpool New-England
: : . Irifh formerly, .
Lunexsure, | New-Dublin - oo Germans
on Mahoné Lunenburgh ' Germans None.
bay. Chefter New-England,
i : Blandford 3 families only.

T Tﬁerearefctdcmcnts ofAca.dransonallthefcnves, whofebanks arcgeod hnd-

n
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- PRINCIPAL TOWNS.

Hatrirak is the capital of the province of Nova-Scotia: It flands
bn Chebu&o bay, commodioufly fituated for the fithery, and has a
tommunication with other parts of this province and New:Brunfwick
by land and water carriage. It has a good harbour; where 2 finall
fquadron of fhips of war lie during the winter, and in the fummer
protects the fithery. The town has an entrenchment; and is ftrength-
ened with forts of timber. It is faid to contain fifteen or fixteen thou-
. fand inhabitants, *

SHELBURNE on port Rofeway, near cape Sables, was fuppofed,
in 1783, to contain fix hundred families ; fince that time it has becotiie
lefs populous. - Guyfborough formerly called Manchefter, fituated
on Chedabucto bay, about ten leagues north-weft of cape Canfo, corn-
tained, in 1783, about two hundred and fifty families. Rawdon
forty miles from Halifex, has about fixtyhoufes: Annapolis on the
‘eaft fide of Fundy bay, has one of the fineft harbours in1 the world,
In other refpeds it is a poor, incorfiderable place.

FREDERICRTOWN, about ninety miles up St. John®s river, is the
capital of the province of New-Brunfwick.

FORTS.

-~ There are feveral forts in thefe provinces: thefe are fort Edward
% at Windfor, capable of containing two hundred miten ; Annapolis; in
ts prefent flate, one hundred ; Cumberland, three bundred ; fort
owe, on St. John’s river, one hundred : befides which there are
barracks, inclofed in a ftockade at-Cornwallis, for about fifty men.

TRADE.

The exports from Great Britain to this country confift chiefly of
inen and woollen cloths, and other neceffaries for wear, of filing .
tackle, and rigging for thips. The amount of exports, at an average
f three years; before the new fettlements, wasabout twenty-fix thou-
g fand five hundred- pounds. - The only articles obtained in exchange

are, timber and the produce of the ﬁﬂxery, which, at alike average,
 amounted to thmymght thoufand pounds. But from the late increafe.
g of mhabltants, it is fuppofed that they will now erec faw mills,” and
ndeavour to fupply the Weft-India iflands with lumber of every kind,
s well as'the produce of the ﬁihery, which will be & profitable ar-

Gz - ticle
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ticle to both countries. The whole population of Nova-Scotia and
the iflands adjoining, is eftimated at fifty thoufand. This eftimate
t is fuppofed is contiderably too large. Recent accounts of thefe fet-
itlements reprefent them as in a declining ftate, having great numbers
of the houfes built in the new towns uninhabited, and confiderably re-
duced in valae, :

INDIANS, &c. )

The Indians here are the Micmaeks, and the tribe called the
Marechites. The former inhabit the eaftern thore, between Halifax
dnd cape Breton; between Cumberland county and the north-eaft
eoaft of the province, towards Chaleur bay ; about the heads of the
rivers which run through -the counties of Hants and King’s county ;
and bétween cape Sable and Aanapolis royal. This tribe is fuppofed
to have about three hundred fighting men. The Marechites inhabit
the river St. fohn, and around Paflamaquoddy bay, are eftimated at
one hundred and forty fighting men ; they are much fuperior in all
refpe@ts to the Micmacks.—The animals are the fame as in the
United States, though much lefs numerous.

ISLAND OF SAINT JOHN.

THIS ifland lies in the gulf of St. Lawrence, near the northern coaft
of the province of Nova-Scotia, and is about fixty miles long, and thirty
or forty broad. It has feveral fine rivers, a rich foil, and is pleafantly
fituated. Charlotte-town is its principal town, and is the refidence of
the liettenant-governor, who is the chief officer on the ifland. The
“number of inhabitants are eftimated at about five thoufand. Upon the
reduion ‘of cape Breton in 1745, the inhabitants of this ifland,
amounting to about four thoufand, fubmitted quietly to the Britifh
arms. While the French poffeffed this ifland, they improved it to fo
much advantage, that it was called the granary of Canada, which it
furnifhed with great plenty of corn, as well as beef and pork. It is
attached to the province of Nova-Scotia, ' :
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- NEWFOUNDLAND ISLAND.

NEWFOUNDLAND is fituated tothe eaft of the gulf of St. Law-
rence, between forty-fix and fifty-two degrees of north latitude, and
between fifty-three and fifty-nine degrees weft longitude, feparated
from Labrador, or New-Britain, by the firaits of Belleifle ; and from
- Canada, by the bay of St. Lawrence ; being five hundred and fifty
iles long and two hundred broad. The coafts are extremely fubjet
fogs, attended with almoft continual fiorms of fnow and fleet, the
y being ufually overcaft. From the foil of this ifland the Britith
ap no great advantage, for the cold is long continued and fevere ;
nd the fummer heat, though violent, warms it not enough to produce
-any thing valuable ; for the foil, at leaft in thofe parts of the ifland
- which have been explored, is rocky and barren ; however, it is wa-.
‘tered by feveral good rivers, and has many large and good harbours:
This ifland, whenever the continent fhall come to fail of timber con-
venient to navigation, which on the fea coaft perhaps will be at no
ry remote period, it is faid, will afford a large fupply for matfts,
ards, and all forts of lumber for the Weft-India trade. But what
prefent it is chiefly valuable for, is the great fithery of cod carried
n upon thofe fhoals, which are called the banks of Newfoundland.
reat-Britain and North-America, at the loweft computation, annu-
ally employ three thoufand {ail of fmall craft in this fithery ; on board
which, and on fhore to cure and pack the fith, are upwards of gne
undred thoufand hands ; fo that this fifhery is not only a very valu-
le branch of trade to the merchant, but a fource of livelihood to fo
any thoufands of poor people, and a moft excellent nurfery for
Beamen. This fithery is computed to increafe the national ftock
hree hundred thoufand pounds a year in gold and filver, remitted for
e cod fold in the north, in Spain, Portugal, Italy, and the Levant.
i be plenty of cod, both on the greapbenk and the leffer ones, which
to the eaft and fouth-eaft of this ifland, is inconceiveable; and not
ly cod, but feveral other fpecies of fith, are caught there in abun-
nce ; all of which are nearly in an equal plenty along the fhores of
New-
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Newfoundland, Nova-Scotia, New-England, and the ifle of cape
Breton ; and very profitable fitheries are carried oft upon all thcxr
eoafts. .
This ifland, after various dlfputes about the property, was entrre]y -
 ceded to England by the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713 ; but the French
were left at liberty to dry their nets on the northern fhores of the ifland ;
and by the treaty of 1763, they were permitted to fith in the gulf of
St. Lawrence, but with this limitacion, that they fhould not approatch
within three leagues of any of the coafts belonging to England. The
fmall iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, fituated to the fouthward of
Newfoundland, were alfo ceded tothe French, who ftipulated to ere&
“no fortifications on thefe iflands; fior to keep more than fifty foldiers
to enforce the police. By the laft treaty of peé.ce, the French are to
enjoy the fitheries on the north and on the weft coafts of the ifland;
and the inhabitants of the United States are allowed the fzme privi-
leges in fithing as before their independence. The chief towns in
" Newfoundland are, Placentia, Bonavifta, and St. John’s: but not
above one thoufand families remain here in winter. A fmall fquadron
of men of war are fent out every {pring to prote& the fitheries and
inhabitants, the admiral of which, for the time being,. is governor of
the ifland, befides whom there afe two licutenant-governors, one at
Placentia, and the other at St. John’s, ’
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moﬁ eaﬁerlv parts of America, ﬂ:retchmg towards the north-pole, and
Jikewife fome iflands northward of the continent of Europe, lying in
wery high latitudes. The whole of this country was formerly defcribed
as belonging to Europe, but from its contiguity to, and probable-
union with the American continent, it appears moft proper to be
clafled among the countries belonging to the latter ; we therefore have
; followed Mr., Morfe, and placed it among the divifions of North
- America.—1It is divided into two parts, viz. Weft and Caft Greenland,
of each we fhall here give a defcription from the beft authorities ex-

op_tingnt_of America, though on what authority is not very clear.®
' | | That

f * Whether Greenland is an ifland, has not yet been decided, as no fhiphas penetrated

| higher than the feventy-eighth d&gree, on account of the ice, That it is not an ifland,
ut a part of the American continent, is rendered probable ; 1ft. Becaufe Davis® firaits,

r rather Baffin’s bay, grows narrower and narrower towards the fevcnry-cighth degree
orth.—2d. Becaufe the coaft, which m éther places is very hxgh towards the fea, grows
-lower and lower northward.—3d. Becaufe the tide, which at cape Farewell, and as far’
§ up as Cockin’s found, in the fixty-fifth degree of latitude, rifes cighteen feet at the new
and full moon, decreafes to the morthward of Difko, fo that . the feventieth degree of
i ° laticude
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That part of ‘it-which the Europeans have any knowledge of is
bounded on the weft by Baffin’s bay, on the fouth by Davis’ ftraits,
and on the eaft by the northern part of the Atlantic occan. Itis a very
mountainous country, and fome parts of it {o high that they méy be
difcerned thirty leagues off at fea. "The inland mountains, hills, and
rocks, are covered with perpetual foow ; but the low lands on the fea-
fide are cloathed with verdure in the fummer feafon. The coaft
abounds with inlets, bays, and large rivers; and is furrounded with
a vaft number of iflands of different dimenfions. Ina great many
places, however, on the eaftern coatt efpecially, the fhore is inaccef-
fible by reafon of the floating mountains of ice. The principal river,
called Baa] falls into the fea in the fixty-fourth degree of latitude,
where the firft Danifh lodge was built in 1721; and has been navi-
gated above forty miles up the country.

Weft Greenland was firft peopled by E Suropeans in the eighth cen-
tury. At that time a company of Icelanders, headed by one Ericke
Rande, wereby accident driven on the coait. On his return he repre-
fented the country in fuch a favourable light, that fome families again
followed him thither, where they foon bzcame a thriviog_ colony,

" and beftowed on their new habitation the name of Groenland, or
Greenland, onaccount of its verdamtAppearance.” This colony was
converted to Chriftianity bya miffignary from- Norway, fent thither

by the celebrated Olaf, the firft.-Norwegian monarch who embraced

the Chriftian religion. The Greenland fettlement continued to increafe

* and thrive under his prote&ion ; and in a little time the country was
provided with many towns, churches, convents, bithops, &c. under

. the Junfdx&lon of the archblﬁ‘op of Drontheim. A confiderable
commercg was carried on between Green{and and Norway ; and are-
gular intercourfe maintained bemeen the two countries till the year
3406, when the laft blﬂlop was fent over.. From that time all corref-"
pondence was cut off, and all knowledge of Greenlmd has been bu-
ried in oblivion. .

Yatitude it rifes little more than ejght feet, and probably continyes to diminith, till there
isno tide at all.—To which may be added the relation of the Greenlanders, which how-
evcr cannot he much dqxndcd ony viz. that the firait contradts itfelf fo narrow at laﬁ,
that they can go on the ice fo near to the other fide as to be able to call to the inhabitants,
© and that thcy <an firike a filh on both fdes at once ; but that there runs fuch a ftrong’
gurrent from the north into the firait, that they cannot pafs jt.
Ellis wayage fo 'Hudfon’s bay for the dljcweg of a ncr!&-fwcﬁ ?a[agt :
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"This ftrange and abrupt ceflation of trade and intercourfe has been
attributed to various caafes; but the moft probable is the following:
The colony, from its firft fettlement, had been haraffed by the ra-
tives, a barbarous and favage people; agreeing in cuftoms, garb,
and appearance, with the Efquimaux found about Hudfon’s bay.
This natien, called Schrellings, at length prevailed againft the Ice-
1and fettlers who inbabited the weftern diftrit, and exterminated them
in the fourteenth century : infomuch, that when their brethren of the
eaftern diftrict came to their affiftance, they found nothing alive but
fome cattle and flocks of theep running wild about the country. Per-
haps they themfclves afterwards experienced the fame fate, and were
totally defiroyed by thefe Schrellings, whofe defcendants ftill inhabit
the weftern parts of Greenland, and from tradition confirm this con-"
eCture. They affirm that the houfes and villages, whefe ruics &ill ap-
pear, were inhabited by a nation of ftréﬁvers, whom their anceftors ~
deftroyed. There are reafons, howeve er, for believing that there may
be il fome defcendants of the ancient Iceland colony remaining in
the eaftern diftri&, though they cannot be vifited by land, on account
of the ftupendous mounzains, perpetually covered with fnow, which
~divide the two parts of Greenland ; while they have been rendered
inacceffible by fea, by the vaft quantity of ice driven from Spitzber-
gen, or Eaft Greenland. One would imagine that there muft have
 been fome confiderable alteration in the northern parts of the world
= nce the fifteenth century, fo that the coaft of Greenland is now be-
Zicome almoft totally inacceffible, though formerly vifited with very
little difficulty. It is alfo natural to, 2fk, by what means the people
~of the eaftern colony furmounted the above-mentioned ebftacles when
‘they went to the zffiftance of their weftern friends ; how they returned
to their own country ; and in what manner hiftorians learned the fuc-
czfs of their expedition ? Concerning all this we have very iittle fatif-
faltory information.  All that can be learned from the moft authentic
records is, that Greenland was divided into two diftriéts, called Weft-
Bygd and Eaft-Bygd: that the weftern divifion contained four parl’hes
F and one hundred villages : that the eafern diftri® was fill more
| flourithing, as being nearer to Iceland, fooner fettled, and more fre-
quented by thipping from Norway. There are alfo many accounts,
though moft of them romantic and flightlv attefled, which render it
probable that part of the eaftern colony ftil. {ubfifts, who, at fome
“time or other, may have gn'en the impesfe&t reiation above mentioned.
,‘ This colony, in ancient times, ccrtam}y ccmprehended twelve exten-
Vor. 1V, . fivg.
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five parifhes ; one hundred and ninety villages ; a bifhop’s fee, and
two monafteries. The prefent inhabitants of the weftern diftri&t are
entirely ignorant of this part, from which they are divided by rocks,
mountains, and deferts, and ftill more effe¢tually by their apprehen-
fion: for they believe the eaftern Greenlanders to be a cruel, barba- -
rous nation, that deftroy and eat all ftrangers who fall into their
hands. About a century after all intercourfe between Norway and
Greenland had ceafed, feveral fhips were fent fucceflively by the
kings of Denmark in order to difcover the eaftern diftrit ; but all of
them mifcarried. Among thefe advetiturers, Mogens Heinfon, after
having furmounted many difficulties and dangers, got fight of the land;
which, however, he could not approach. At hisreturn, he pretended
that the fhip wds arrefted in the middle of ber courfe by certain rocks
"of loadftone at the bottom of the fea. The fame year, 1576, in which
this attermpt was made, has been rendered remarkable by the voyage
of Captain Martin Frobifher, fent upon the fame errand by Queen
Elizabeth. He likewife defcried the land ; but could not reach it, and
therefore returned to England ; vet not before he had failed fixty
leagues in-the firait, which fiill retains his name, and landed on feveral
iflands, where he had fome communication with the natives. He had

likewife takeu pofieffion of the country in the name of Queen Eliza- :i:;w;
beth; and brought away fome pieces of heavy black ftone, from where
‘which the refiners of London extratted a certain proportion of gold.
" g the enfuing fpr'mg‘he undertook a fecond voyage, at the head of a - # N
) A fmall fquadron, equipped at the expenfe of the public, entered the :than thi
7 ftraits afecond time; difcovered upon an ifland a gold and filver mine ; connedt
beftowed names upon different bays, iflands, and head-lands ; and ::l;:m
brought away a lading of ore, together with two natives, a male and -- nd df:
a female, whom the Englith kidnapped. their crie
_Such was the fuccefs of this voyage, that another armament was fit- for fome
ted out under the aufpices of Admiral Frobifher, confifting of fifteen dear cou
{ail, including a confiderable number of foldiers, miners, fmelters, 5 Danith o
carpenters, and bakers, to remain all the winter near the mines ina - One of ¢
‘wooden fort, the different picces of which they carried out in the . 3 wr:}:;:
tranfports. They met with boifterous weather, impenetrable fogs, f hope of re
and violent currents upon the coaft of Greenland, which retarded their attempt

opcfati_ons until the feafon was far advanced. Part of their woodea
fort was loft at fea ; and they had neither provifion nor fuel fufficient
for the winter. - The admiral therefore determined to return with as
much ore as he could procure, of this they obtained large quantities

oui
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out of a new mine, to which they gave the name of the Countefs of
Suffex. They likewife built an houfe of ftone and lime, provided with
ovens; and here, with a view to conciliate the affe&tion of the natives,
they left a quantity of {mall morrice-bells, knives, beads, looking-
glaffes, leaden pidtures, and other toys, together with feveral loaves
of bread. They buried thetimber of the fort where it could be eafily
found next year; and fowed corn, peafe, and other grain, by way of
experiment, toknow what the country would produce. Having taken
thefe precautions, they failed from thence in the beginning of Sep-
tember ; and after a month’s fiormy paflage, arrived in England: but
this noble defign was never profecuted.

Chriftian IV. king of Denmark, being defirous of difcovering the
old Greenland fettlement, fent three thips thither, under the command
of captain Godfke Lindenow, who is faid to have reached the eaft
coaft of Greenland, where he traded with the favage inhabitants, fuch
“_as they are ftill found in the weftern diftri&, but faw no figns of a
;“civilized people. - Had he aGually landed in the eafiern divifion, he’

‘muft have perceived fome remains of the ancient colony, even in the
ruins of their convents and villages. Lindenow kidnapped two of the
patives. who were conveyed to Copenhagen ; and the fame cruel fraud
was pratifed by other two fhips which failed in*o Davis’ ftraits]*
vhere they difcovered divers fine harbours, and delightful meadows

# Nothing can be more inhuman and repugnant to the ditates of common jufsice
han this practice of tearing away poor creatures from their country, their families, and
nnedtions : uriefs we fuppofe them 2ltogether deflitute of natural affe&ion ; and that
his was not the cafe with tho% poor Greenlanders, fome of whom were brought alive
-6 Copenhagen, appears from the whole tenor of their condud, upen their firft capture,
 and during their confinement in Denmark.  When firft captivated, they rent the air with
their cries and lamentations : they even leaped into the fea 5 and, when taken on board,
for fome time refufed all fuftenance. Their eves were continually turned towards their
i dear country, and their faces always bathed in tears. Even the Kindnefs of his
Danith majefty, and the carefies of the court and people, could not alleviate their grief,
One of them was perceived to fhed tears always whea he faw an infant in the mother's
arms; a circumftance from whence it was naturally concluded, that he had left his wife
with a young child in Greenland. Two of them went to fea in their little canoes in
hope of reaching Greenland ; but one of them was retaken. Other two made the fame
attemnpt ; but were driven by a ftorm on the coaft of Schonen, where they were appré-
hended by the peafants, and reconveyed to Copeahagen. One of them afterwards died
f of a fever, caught in fithing pearl, during the winter, for the gavernor of Kolding. Ths -

reft lived fome years in Denmark ; but at length, feeing no profpect of being able to res

Yifir their native ceuntry, they fuk iato a kind of melancholy diforder, and expired.
. Ha cavered
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covered with verdure. In fome places they are faid to have fousda
confiderable quantity of ore, every hundred pounds of which yielded
tweﬂtv-ﬁx ounces of filver. The fame Admiral Lindenow made
o the ccaft of Greenland in the year 1606, dire&ing
weitward of cape Farewell. He coafted along the
its of Dan:s, and having made fome obfervations on the face of
the couptry, the harbours and iflands, returned to Denmark. Carften
Richards, being detached with two thips on the fame difcovery, de-

{cried the high land on the eaftern fide of Greenland, but was hin- Y
dered by the ice from approaching the fhore. read)
Other expeditions of the fame nature have been planned and exe- . {inal

cuted with the fame bad fuccefs, under the aufpices of a Danith
company of merchzants. Two fhips returned from the weftern part
of Greenland loaded with a kind of yellow fand, fuppofed to contain
a large proportion of gold. This being affayed by the goldfmiths
-of Copenhagen, was condemned as ufelefs, and thrown overboard ;
but from a {mall quaniity of this fand, which was referved as a cu-
riofity, an expert chemift afterwards extrafted a quantity of pure’
gold. The captain, who brought home this adventure, was fo cha-
grined at his difappointment, that he died of grief, without having
left any direftions concerning the place where the fand had been
difcovered. In the year 1653, Henry Moller, arlcb Dane, equip-
p:zd a veffel under the command of David de Nelles; who failed ta
the weft coaft of Greenland, from which he carried off three women
of the country. Other efforts have been made, under the en-,
couragement of the Danifh king, for the difcovery and recovery of
the old Iceland colony in Greenland ; but all of them mifcarried,
and people began to look upon fuch expedmons as wild and chi-
merical. At length the Greenland company at Bergen in Norway,
tranfported a colony to the weftern coaft, about the fixty-fourth de-
gree of latitude ; and thefe Norwegians failed in the year 1712, ac-
companied by the Rev. Hans Egede, to whofe care, ability and pre-
cifion, we owe the beft and moft authentic account of modern
Greenland. This gentleman endeavoured to reach the eaftern dif-
tri&t, by coafting fouthwards, and advanced as far as the States Pro-
" montory ; but the feafon of the year, and cogtinyal ftorms, obliged
" him to return ; and, as he could not even find the ftrait of Frobither,
ke conciuded, that ne fuch place ever exifted. In the year 1724, 2
fhip, being equipped by the company, failed on this difcovery, with
a view to land on the eaft fide oppofite to Iceland ; but the vaft . th tt
fhoa{s -

°
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fhoals of ice, which barricadoed that part of the coaft, rendered
this {cheme impracticable. His Danifh majefty, in the year 1728,
! caufed horfes to be tranfported to Greenland, in hope that the fet-
 slers might by their means travel over land to the eaftern diftrigt ;
but the icy mountains were found impafiable. ’%iipaib{Lieutcr;azzt
Richards, in a thip which had wintered near t_}’:é/‘hcw Dauifh celony,
attempted, in . his return to Denmark, to land fm the caitern fiiore;
but all his endeavours proved abortive. Z .

Mr. Egede is of opinion, that the only practicable method of -
reaching that part of the country, will be td coaft torth-about in
{mall veﬂ'éls, between the great flakes of icz/ and the thore ; as the
Greenlanders “have declared, that the currenss continﬁally rufhing
from the bays and inlets, and running fouth-weftwards along the
thore, hinder. the ice from adhering to the land ; fo that there is
always a chanoel open, through which vefidls of {mall burden might
pafs, efpecially if lodges were built at onvegx(ent diftances on the
4hore, for the convenience and dire&ion/of the adventurers.

That part of the country whic_h is slow vifited and fertled by the
Danes and Norwegians, lies begy?tn the ﬁxty-fourth and fixty

ighth degrees gf north latitude ; 4nd thus far it is faid the climate
températe. +In the fummer, w@xich continues from the end of
~May to the middle of Septeml;’ér, the weather is warm and COMm=
Zfortable, while the wind bloy/s eafterly ; though even at this time
orms frequently happen, which rage with incredible violence ; and

e fea coafts are infefted with fogs that are equally difagreeable and
nhealthy. ‘Near the,ﬂjxon;e,/ and in the bays and inlets, the Jow land

clothed with the moft charming verdure ;_but the inland moun«
tains are perpetually cos/ere‘d‘ with ice and fnow. To the northwar
of the fixty-eighth degree of latitude the cold is prodigicufly intenfe ;.
:ad towards the em;/ of Auguft all the coatt is covered with ice;
which never thaws till April or May; and fometimes ot till the latter
end of June. Not’fling can exhibit a more dreadful, and at the fame
time a more--daz/zling, appearance, than thofe prodigtons maffes of
ice that furround the whole coatt in various forms, refleiting a mul-
¢ titude. of colou/rs from the fun-beams, and caliing to mind the en-
hanted fcenes /of romance. -Such profpe&ts they yield in calm wea-
her ; but when the wind begins to blow, and the waves to rife in
aft billows, the violent fhocks of thofe pieces of ‘ice dafhing againft
ne another, fill the mind with horror. -Greenland is ftldom vifited

ith thunder and lightning, but the aurora borea]

is is very frequent
: and
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and bright. At the time of new and full moon, the tide rifes and
fails upon this coaft about three fathoms ; and it is remarkable, that
the fprings and fountains on fhore rife and fall with the flux and re~ |
flux of the ocean. -
The foil of Greenland varics like that of all other mountainous
countries : the hills are very barren, being indeed frozea throughowt
the whole year; but the valleys and low grounds, efpecially near
the fea, are rich and fruitful. The ancient Norwegian chronicles
inform us, that Greenland formerly produced a great number of
cattle;; and that confiderable quantities .of Lutter and cheefe were
exported to Norway ; and, on account of their peculiar excellency,
fet apart for the king’s ufe. The fame hiftories informs us, that
Jome parts of the country yielded excellent wheat; and that large
ozks wer€found here, which carried acorns as big as apples. Some
of thefe oaks fiill remain in the fouthern parts, and in many places
thé marks of ploughed land are eafily perceived: at prefent, how-
ever, the country is deftitute of corn and cattle, though in many
“places it produces excellent pafture, and, if properly cultivated,
would probably yield grain alfo. Mr. Egede fowed fome barley in
a bay adjoining to the Danith colony; it {prang gp fo fait, that by
the Iatter end of July it was in the full ear; but being nipped by a
night froft it never arrived at maturity. This feed was brought
from RBergen, where the fummer is of greater heat and duration
_ thap in Greenland ; but in ali probability the corn which grows in
the northern parts of Norway would alfo thrive here. Turnips and
coleworts of an excellent tafte and flavour are-alfo produced here.
*Fhe fides of the mountains near the bays are ciothed with wild
thyme, which diffufes its fragrance to a great diftance. The herb
tormentil is very common in this country, and likewife many others
pot deferibed by the botanifts. Among the fruits of Greenland we
namber 3u'nper~bernes, blue-berries, bil-berries and .bramb]e.
berries. : ,
Greenland is thought to contain mapy mines of metal, though °
pore of them are \v:ought. "To the fouthward of the Danifh colony
2re fome appearances of a mine of copper. Mr. Egede once re- :
ecived a2 lump of ore from one of the natives, and here he found.
ealamine of 2 yellow colour. He once fent a confiderable quantity
of fand of a yellow colour, intermixed with ftreaks of vermilion, -
" 1o the Bergen company : they probably found their account in this
prefent ; for they defired him, by a letter, to procure as much of
tha

_———"‘/\\)
' \




OF GREENLAND. \ $5

’that fand as poffible ; but he was never able to find the place where
he faw the firft fpecimen. It was one of the {malleft among a great
number of iflands, znd the mark he had fet up was blown down by
a violent ftorm: poffibly this might be the fame nineral of which
Captain Frobither brought fo much to England. This country pro-
duces rock-cryﬁ;ﬂs both red and white, and whole mountains of the
afbeftos or incombutftible flax. Around the colony, which is knowa
by the name ‘of Goon_iﬁcpe, they find a kind of baftard marble of
various colours, which the natives form into bowls, lamps, pots, &c.
All that has been faid of the fertility of Greenland, however, muit be
underftood ouly of that part which lies between the fixtieth-and
fixty-fifth degrees of latitude : the maft norithern parts are totally
deftitute of herbs and plants. The wretched inhabitants caniiot find
afs in fufficient quantities to ftuff into their fhoes to keep their feet
avarm, but are obliged to buy it from thofe who ichabit the more
fouthern parts. _ '

The animals which abound moft in Greenland are, rein-deer,
oxes, hares, dogs and white bears. The hares are of a white co-
our and very fat; the foxes are of different colours, white, grevifh

-and blueifhi, and fmaller than thofe of Denmark and Norway. The
-natives keep a great number of dogs, which are large, white or
&>1peckled, and rough, ‘with ears flanding upright, as is the cafe with
all. the dogs peciliar to cold climates ; they are timorous and frupid,
and neither bay nor bark, but fometimes howi difmally. In the
northern parts the natives -yoke them in fledges, which, though
heavy laden, they will draw on the ice at the rate of feventy miles
gin a fhort wiater’s day. Thefe poor animals are very ill rewarded
for their fervice, being left to provide for themfelves, except whep
their mafters bappen to catch a great humber of feals : on thefe cc-
cafions the dogs are regaled with the blood and enirails; ar other
times they {ubfiff, like wild beafts, upon mufcles and berries. Hers |
& alfo are found great numbers of ravens, eagles of a predigious fize,
§ falcons, and other birds of prey; and likewife a Xind of linger,
§ which warbles very melodioufly. Whales, fword-fith, porpciies,
&c. abound on the ceafls; alfo holybat, turbot, cod, haddock, &c.
j The more dubious animals alfo, called mermaids, {ea-ferpents acd
kra‘kens, faid to be found en the coaft of Norway, are faid likewife
k1o dwell in thefe feas. Mr. Egede affures us, that in the year 1734
gthe fea-ferpent was feen off the new Dapifh colony, angl raifed its
f head maft-high above the furface of the water. "
' : The
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The people who now inhabit the weftern coaﬁ: of Greenlanid;
and who, without doubt, are the defcendants of the ancient Schrel:
lings, who exterminated the firft Iceland colony, bear a near re-
femblance to the Samoiedes and Laplanders in their perfons, com-
plexions, and way of life: theyare fhort, brawny, and inclined to
corpulency, with broad faces, flat nofes, thick lips, black hair and °
eves, and 2 yellowifh tawny complexion : they are for the moft part
vigorous and healthy, but remarkably fhort-lived, few of them
reaching the grand chmaé’tenc, and many dyisg in their infancy
and in the prime of youth: they are fubje& to a weaknefs in the
eyes, occafioned by the piercing winds and the glare of the fhow in
the winter-time : the leproefy is known among them, but is not con-
tagious. Thofe that dwcll in the northern parts are miferably tor-
" mented with dyfenteries, rheums, and pulmonary diforders; boils

and epilepfy. The {mall-pox being imported among them from
Copenhagen in the year 1734, made terrible havoc among thefe
poor peopie, who are utterly deftitute of any knowledge of the
the roedicinal art, and depend entirely for affiftance upon their an-
gekuts or conjurers. In their difpofitions the Greenlanders are coid,

phlegmatic, indolent and flow of apprehenfion, but very quiet, or-
derly and good-natured: they live peaceably tooether, and have
every thing in common, without ftrife, envying or animofity : they
are civil and hofpitable, but flovenly to a degree almott beyond the
Hottentots themfelves ; they never wafh themielves with water, but
fick their paws like the cat, and then rub their faces with them.
- They cat atter their dogs without wathing their difhes ; devour the
fice which devour them; and even lick the fweat which they fcrape
off from their faces with their knives. The women wafh themfelves
with their own urine, which they imagine makes their hair grow,
and in the winter-time go out immediately after, to let the liquor.
freeze upon their fkin. They will often eat their victuals off the
dirty ground, without any veflel to hold it in, and devour rotten
fleth with the greateft avidity. In times of fcarcity they will fubfift
on pieces of old fkin, reeds, fca-weed, and a root called tugloro-
- Det, drefled with train oil and fat. The dung of rein-deer taken
from the intettines, the entrails of partridges, and all forts of offals,
are counted dainties among thefe favages ; and of the fcrapings of
deals fkins they make delicate pancakes. At firft they cotld not
tafte the Danifh provifions without abhorrence, but now they are
becoms extremiely fond of bread and: butter, though they ftil] re-
2 tain




tain an averfion to tobacco and fpirituous liquors ; in which par-
ticular they differ from almoft all favages on the face of the earth.
The Greenlanders commonly content themfelves with one wife,
who is condemned, as among other favage nations, to do all the
drudgery, and may be corrected, or even divorced, by the hufband
t pleafure. Heroes, however, and extraordinary perfonages, are
dulged with a plurality of wives. Their young women are generally
afte and bafhful ; but at fome of their feafts, in the midft of their
ollity, a man retires with his neighbour’s wife behind a curtain made
f fkins; and all the guefls, thus coupled, retire in their turns.
he women think themfelves happy if an angekut or prophet will
hus honour them with his careffes. Thefe people never marry
ithin the prohibited degrees of confanguinity, nor is it counted
ent in a couple to marry who have been educated in the fame fa-
ly. ‘They have a numbcr of ridiculous and {uperftitious cuftoms;
ug which the two following are the moft remarkable :—While
oman is in labeur, the goflips hold a chamber-pot over her head,
¢a charm to haften the delive}y. When the child is a year old, the
pther licks and flabbers it all over, to render it, as the imagines, -
ore ﬁfong and hardy.

All the Greenlanders hitherto known, fpeak the fame language,
Bough different dialects prevail in different parts of the country 3
abounds with double confonants, and is fo guttural, that the pro-
nciation of many words is not to be learned except by thofe who

-been accu@ﬁ:ed to it from their infancy. The letters C, D,
Q_and'X, are not known in their alphabet. Like the North-
Minericans, and inhabitants of Kamfchatka, they have a great num-
of long polyfyllables. Their words, nouns as well aswerbs,
inflected at the end by varying the terminations without the help
k articles; but their language being found defective, they have
pted a good many words from the Norwegian dialet. Not-
thitanding the endeavours of the Danith miffionaries, they have
b great reafon to boaft of the profelytes they have made of the na- .
Wes of Greenland. Thefe favages pay great deference and refpe&
jthe, Danes, whom .indeed they obey as their mafters, and hear the
Wuths of the Chriftian religion expounded without doubting the

acity of their teachers ; but at the fame time they liften with the
ft mortifying indifference, without being in the leaft influenced
what they have heard. They believe in the immortality of the

l, and the exiftence of a fpirit whom they call Torngarfuk, but
tVor. IV, _ I - b
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of whom they have formed the moft ridiculous notions.¥ The
Andekuts, who are fuppofed to be his immediate minifters, differ
' : : con-

% The firft miffionaries among the Greenlanders entertained a doubt whether they
had any conception of a Diviac Being, as-thcy had no word in their language by
which to defignate him. 'When theyj were afked who made the heaven and earth, and
all vifible things ? their anfwer was—¢« We know not; or, we do not know himj
or, it muft. have heen fome mighty perfon; or, things always have been as they are,

" and will always remain fo.” But when they underftood their language better, they
found they had fome vague notions concerning the foul and fpirits, and were folicitous
:about the ftate after dcath. It was evident alfo that :hcy had fome faint conceptions of
a Divine Being.

They believe in the dotline of the tranfmigration of fouls—that the foul is a fpi-
ritval cifence quite different from the body—that it needs no corporeal nourifhment—
that it farvives the body, and lives in a future better fiatc, which they believe will
never end. But they have very diffcrent ideas of this fate. 'Many place their Elyfrum
. in the abyfles of the ocean, or the-Lowels of the earth, and think the deep cavities of
A the rocks are avenues leading to it. There dwelis Torngarfuck ard his mother ;
there 2 joyous fummer is perpctual, and a fhining fun is obfcured by no night ; there

" is. the limpid‘ ftream, and abundance of fowls, fifhes, rein-deer, and their beloved
feals, and thefe are all to be caught without toil, nay, they arc even found in a grea: .

! kettle boiling alive. But to thefe delightful feats none muft approach but thofe who
have been dextrous and diligent at their work, (for this is their grand idea of virtue)
that have performed great exploits, and have maftered many whales and feals, have
undergone gré:x): hardfhips, have been drowned in the fea, or died in,childbed. The
difembodied fpirit does not enter dancing into the Elyfian fields; but muft fpend five
i whiole days, fome fay longer, in fliding down a rugged rock, which is thereby {meared
with blood and gors. Thofe unfortunate fouls which are obliged to perform this rough
journey in the cold winter, or in boifterous weather, are peculiar objeéts of their pity,
becaufe they may be eaily deftroyed on the road, which deftrution they call the fe-
cond death, and defcribe it as a perfe@ extin&tion, and thir, to them, is the moft dread-
ful confideration. Therefore during thefe five days or more, the furviving relations

muft abftain from certain - meats, and from all noify work, except the neceflary fifk-
ing, that the foul may not be difturbed or perifh in its perilous paffage. From all
which, it is plain, thar the Greenlanders, fupid as they have been reprefented, have an
x!a that the good. will be rewarded, and the bed puni’hed, and that they conceivea §
horror at the thought of the entire annihilation of the foul. :
Others have their paradife among the celeftial bodies, and they imagine their ﬂxght 2
thither fo eafy and rapid, that the foul refts the very fame evening in the manfion of the
~moon, who was a Greenlander, and there it can dance and ‘play at ball with the reft
¢ of the fouls;_for they think the northern lightsto be the dance of fportive fouls. The
fouls ia this paradife are placed in tents round a vaft lake abounding with fith and fow!.
When this lake overflows it rains on the carth, but fhould the dam once break, ther
- would Le a general deluge. -
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concerning the principles of his exiftence ; fome affirming that he is
without form or fhape; others, that he has the fhape of a bear;
others, that he has a large human body with only one arm ; while
others affirm, that he is no larger than a man’s finger, with many
other abfurdities of a fimilar kind. They have alfo a peculiar kind
of mythology, by which they believe all the elements to be full-of
{pirits, from among which every one of their prophets is fupplied
. with a familiar whick they name Torngack, and who is always
2 ready when fummoned to his affiftance. '

The Greenlanders are employed all the year round either in fithing
or hunting. At fea thé}{ purfue the whales, morfes, feals, fith for
3 eating, and fea fowl.  On fhore they hunt the rein-deer in different
parts of the country: they drive thefe animals, which feed in large
*herds, into a narrow circle or defile, where they are eafily flain
‘with arrows. Their bow is made of fir-tree, wound about with the
twifted finews of animals; the ftring is compofed of the fame ftuff,
or of feal fkin; the arrowis a gnod fathom in length, pointed with
a bearded iron, or a fharp bone; but thofe with which they kill
~ birds are blunt, that they may not tear the flefh. Sea fowls they kill
with lances, which they throw to a great diftance with furprifing .
dexterity. Their manner of catching whales is quite different from
that pradtifed by the Europeans: about fifty perfons, men and wo-
men, fet out in one long boat, which is cailed a #oze oat, from kone
a “ woman,” becaufe it is rowed by females only. When they find
a whale, they ftrike him with harpoons, to which are faftened with
long lies fome feal fkins blown up like bladders. Thefe, by floate .
ing on the furface, not only difcover the back of the whale, but
hinder him from diving under water for any length of time. They
continue to purfue him until he lofes ftrength, when they pierce
him with fpears and lances tiil he expires. On this ogcafion they
b are clad in their fpring coats, confifting of one piece, with gloves,
boots, and caps made of feal fkin fo clofely-laced and fewed that they

Tfic. wifer Greenlanders, who confider the foul as a fpiritual immaterial effence, -
Jaugh at all this, and fay, if there fhould be fuch a material, luxuriant paradife,
 where fouls could entertain themfelves with hunting, ill it <an only endure for
a time ; afierwards the fouls will certainly be conveyed to the peaceful manfions s
but they know not what their food or employment will be. On the other hand, they
place their hell in the fubterrancous regions, which are devoid of light and heat, and
filled with perpetual terror and anxiety, This lat fort of people ladaregular life,
and r.fmm $rom every thing they think is evil.

12 keep
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keep out water. Thus accoutred they leap into the fea, and begin
to flice off the fat, even under water, before the whale is dead:—
They have many different ways of killing feals ; namely, by ftriking
them with a fmall harpoon equipped alfo with an air bag; by watch-
ing them when they come to breathe at the air-holes in the ice, and
firiking them with fpears; by approaching them in the difguife of
their own qucies, that is, covered with.a feal fkin, creeping upon
the ice, and movmg the head from fide to fide as the feals are ac-
cuftomed to do. By this ftratagem the Greenlandler moves towards
the unfufpedting feal, and kills him with a fpear. The Green<
landers angle with lines made of whalebone cut very fmall, by
means of which they fucceed wonderfully. The Greenland canoe,
like that ufed in Nova-Zembla and Hudfon’s ba ay, is about three
fathoms in length, pointed at both ends, and three quarters of a
yard in breadth; it is compofed of thin rafts faftened together with
the finews of animals. It is covered with dreffed feal-fkins both be-
low and abmie, in fuch a manner that only a circular hole is left in
the middle, large enough to admit the body of one man. Into this
the Greenlander thrufts himfelf up to the waift, and faftens the fkin
© fo tight about him that no water can eater. Thus fecured, and
armed with a ;;add!e broad at both ends, he will ventare out to fea
in the moft ftormy weather to catch feals and fea-fowl; and if he
is overfet, he can eafily raife himfelf by means of his paddle. A
Greenlander in one of thefe canoes, which was brought with him
to Copenhagen, outftripped a pinnace of fixtecn oars, mansed with
choice mariners. The kone boat is made of the fame materials, but
more durable, and fo large that it will contain fifty perfons with all
their tackle, baggage and provifions : fhe is fitted with a maft, which
carries a triangular fail made of the membranes and entrails of feals,
and is managed without the help of braces and bowlings: thefe:
kones are flat-bottomed, and fometimes fixty feet in length. The
merr think it beneath them to take charge of them, and therefore
they -are left to the condud of the women, who indeed are obliged
to do all the drudgery, including even the building and repa’iﬁn
* their houfes, while the men employ themfelves wholly in preparmg
their hunting implements and fithing tackle.

. This couniry is but thmly inhabited.* In the winter time the

peopie
% Moft of the Greenlanders live to the fouthward of the fixty-fecond degrec of

sorth latitude, or ss the whabxmnts are v.om te fay, in the 1outb but ne Europeans
: ive
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people dwell in huts built of ftone or turf ; on the one fide are the
windows, covered with the ﬂung of feals or rein-deer. Several fa-
milies live in one of thefe houfes, poffeffing each a feparate apart-

ment, before which is a hearth with a great Jamp placed on a trevit, .

over which hangs their kettle’; above is a rack or fhelf on which
their wet clothes are dried. They burn train oil in their lamps,
*and for a wick they ufe a kind of mofs, which fully anfwers
. the purpofe. Thefe lamps are not only fufficient to boil their victuals,
but likewife produce fuch a heat that the whole houfe is likea
Jbagnio. The door is very low, “that as little cold air as poffible may
be admitted. The houfe within is lined’ with ofdl fkins, and fur-
rounded with benches for the conveniency of firangers. In the

- fummer time they dwell in tents made of long poles fixed in a coni- ~ :

cal form, covered in the infide with deers fkins, and on the outfide
with feals fkins, drefled fo that the rain cannot pierce them.. * '

EAST GREENLAND.

_Eaft-Greenland was for a long’ time confidered as a part of the
continent of Weft-Greenlaad, but is now difcovered to be an af-
femblage of ‘iflands lying between 76° 46" and 80° 30" of north lati-
tude, and between ¢° and 20° of eaft longitude. It was difcovered
by Sir Hugh Willoughby in the year 1 553, who called it Groen-

land, fuppofing it to be a part of the weftern continent. In 1593, it -

was again vifited by William Barentz and John Cornelius, two
Dutchmen, who pretended to be the original difcoverers, and called
the country Spitzbergen, or Sharp Mountains, from the ’ma;ny tharp-

¢ live there, fo that thefe parts are but little I\no;;;h The European ¢olonies have fixed
themfelves to the northward of the fixty~fecond degrec of latitude.

A faltor, who lived many years_in the countr§, and whofe accuracy, as far as the
fubje® wili admit, may be depended on, found, in the compafs of forty leagues, which
was the circle of his dealings, nine hundred and fifty-feven conftant refidents;” be-
fides occaficnal vifitors.” This part of Greenland is the moft populous, except Difko
bhay, which js the beft place for trade, and the fouthern parts. In other places, an
‘ndividual may travel fixty milesand not meet thh afingle perfon.  Suppofe, Liowever,
that the country ls‘“‘ nhabited for the fpace of four hundred leagues, and that there are

" one thoufand fouls for every forty leagucs, the amount would be ten thoufand. The
above-mentioned faﬁor thinks, that there are not more than feven thoufand, becaufe
there are fo many defert places. He afferts, indeed, that the native Greenlanders, in
1730, amounted to thirty thoufand ; and when he made his firft calculation in 1746,
there were flill twenty thoufand : confequ.ntlv, fince that time, their number has
diminithed ar leaft one-half.
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pointed and rocky mountains- with which it abounds. Tfley al-
ledged, that the coaft difcovered by Sir Hugh Willoughby was fome
other . country; which accordingly the Hollanders delineated on
their maps and charts by the name of Willoughby Land ; whereas
in fa&t no fuch land ever exifted ; and long beiore the voyage of
thefe Dutchmen, Stephen Barrows, an Englith thipmatter, had
cnafted along a defolate country-from north latitude 78° to 80° 11,
which was undoubtedly Spitzbergen. The fea in the neighbour-
hood of the iflands of Spitzbergen abounds very much with whales,
and is the common refort of the whale-fithing fhips from different
countries, and the country itfelf is frequently vifited by thefe thips;
but till the late voyage of the Hon. Capt. Phipps, by order of his
Majefty, the fituation of it was erroncoufly laid down. It was ima-
gined, that the land firetched to the northward as far as 82° of north
. latitude ; but Capt. Phipps found the moft northerly point of - land,
cilled Seven Iflands, not to exceed $o° 30’ of latitude. Towards
the eaft he faw other lands lying at a diftance, fo that Spitzbergen
plainly appeared to be furrounded by water on that fide, and not
joined to the continent of Afia, as former navigators had fuppofed.
The north and weft coafts alfo he explored, but was prevented by
the ice from failing fo far to the northward as he wifhed. The
coaft appeared neither habitable nor acceffible : it is formed of high,
barren, black rocks, without the leaft marks of vegetations in
many places bare and, pointed, in others covered withTnow, ap-
pearing even above tfrlc clouds. The valleys between the high
cliffs were filled \;'i;h”fnow and ice. ¢ This profpeét,” fays Capt.
Phipps, ¢ would have fuggefted the idea of perpetual winter, had
not the mildnefs of the weather, the fmooth water, bright fun-
fhine, and conftant day-light, given a cheertulnefs and novelty to the
whole of this romantic fcene.”” " The current ran along this coaft
half a knot an hour, north. The height of one mountain feen here
was found, by geometrical thenfuration, to be at one time one thou-
fand five hundred and three feet and 2 half, at another one thoufand
five hundred and three feet and cight-tenths. Bya baromereré:bn-
ftruded after De Luc’s method, the height was found to b&one
thoufand five hundred and eighty-eight fecet and a half. On this
occafion Capt. Phipps has the following remarks: ‘¢ I cannot account
for the great difference between the geometrical meafure and the ba-
rometrical according to M. De Luc’s caiculation, which amounts to
eighty-four feet feven inches. 1 have no-reafon to doubt the accu-
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racy of Dr. Irving’s obfervations, which were made with great care.
As to the geometrical meafure, the agreement of fo many triangles,
each of which muft have difcovered even the fmallet error, is the
moft fatisfaCtory proof of its correlinefs. Since my return, I have
tried both the theodolite and barometer, to diicover wheiher there
was any fault in either, and find them, upon trial, as I had always
done before, veryaccurate.” .

There is good anchorage in Schmeerenburgh harbour, lying in
north latitude 74° 4¢', eaft longitude ¢° 50’ 45", in thirteen fathom,
fandy bottom, not far from the fhore, and well fheltered from ail
winds. Ciofe to this harbour is an ifland ealled Amfterdam Ifland,
where the Dutch ufed formerly to_boil their whale oil ; and the re-
mains of fome conveniency erected by them for that purpofe are fill.

‘vifible. The Dutch thips fiill refort to this place for the latter fea-
fon of the whale fithery.—The flone about this place is chiefly a
kind of marble, which diffolves eafily in the marine 434, There

were no appearance of minerals of any kind, nor any %gns of an~

cient or modern volcanoes. No iafeéts, nor any fpecies of reptiles,
were feen, not even the common earth worm. There were no

fprings or rivers, but great plenty of water was produced from the

fnow which melted on the mountains,

The moft remarkable views which thefe dreary regions prefent
are thofe called Icebergs. They are large bodies of ice fiiling the
valleys between the high mountaias : their face towards the fea is
nearly perpendicular, and of a very liveiy light green colour. Ogne
was about three hundred feet high, with a cafcade of water iffiing
from it. The black mouniains on each fide, the white inow, and
greenith coloured ice, compofed a very beautiful and romantic
piture. Large pieces freguently broke off frem the icebergs, and
fell with great noife into the water : cne piece was obierved to have
floated out into the bay, and grounded in twenty-four fathoms ; it

was fifty feer high above the furface ot the water, and of the fume

beautiful colour with the iceberg from which it had feparared.

Thefe iflands are totally uninhabited, though it dcth not appear
but that human creatures could fubfit on them, noiwithftinding
their vicinity to the pole. Eight Englith falicrs, who were acci-
dentally left here by a whale-fifning fhip, furvived the winter, and
were brought home next feafon. The Dutch then attempted to
fettle a colony on Amfterdam ifland above menticned, but all the
people perifhed, not through the feverity of the climate, but of the

| . “feurvy,
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{fcurvy, owing to the want of thofe remedies which are now happily

difeovered, and which are found to be fo effectual m preventing and

curing that dreadful difeafe. The late account alfo of fix Ruffian
failors, who ftaid four years in this inhofpitable country, affords a
decifive proof, that a colony might be fettled on Eaft-Greenland,
provided the doing fo could anfwer any good purpofe.

A Greenland company was formed in London in the year 1693. A
joint ftock of forty thoufand pounds was by ftatute to be raifed by
fubferibers, who were incorporated for fourteen years from the firft
day of Ofober in that year; and the company to ufe the trade of
catching whales, &c. to and from Greenland, and the Greenland
feas'; they may make bye-laws for the government of the perfons
employed in their fhips, &c. Stat. 4 & 5 W. L cap, 17. This
company was farther encouraged by parliament in 16963 byt partly
by untkilful management, and partly by real loffes, xt[yas ‘under a
neceflity of entirely breaking up, before the expiration iof the term
affigned to it, ending in 1707. But any perfon who wﬂl adventure
to Greenland for whale-fithing, has all prxvxlegei&granted to
the Greenland company, by 1 Anne, cap. 16. and this the trade
was again laid open. Any fubje@s may import whale fins, ml, &c.
of fith caught in the Greenland feas, without paying any cnﬁoms,

&c. Stat. 10 Geo. L cap. 16. And fhips employed in the Greenland»
fithery are to be of fuch burden, provided with boats, fo many men, -

fithing lines, harping irons, &c. and be licenfed to proceed ;: and on
their return are paid twenty fhillings per ton bounty, for,ghalc
fins, &c. imported; 6 Geo. II. cap. 33. The bounty was afterwards

- increafed, but has been lately dxmmxihcd, and fince this dunmfxnon
the trade has increafed. - :
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NORTH-AMERICA

EAST axp WEST-FLORIDA.

SITUATION, BOUNDARY AND EXTENT.

EAST and Weft-Florida are fituated between 25°and 31° north
latitude, and §° and 17° wefi-longitude from Philadeiphia ; the length
is about fix hundred miles, and the breadth about one hundred and
thity. They are bounded north, by Georgia; eaft, by the,
Atlantic ocean; fouth, by the gulph of Mexico; well, by the
Mxﬂiﬂippn- Iying in the form of an L. The climate varies very
little from that of Georgia. Florida was firfz difcovered in 1497, by
Sebaftian Cabot, a Veaetian, then in the Englith fervice; whence
a right to the country was claimed by the kirngsof England ; and this
territory, as well as Georgia, was included in the charter granted
by Charles II. to Carolina. In 13512, however, Florida was more
fully difcovered by Ponce de Leon, an able Spanifh navigator, but
who undertook his voyage from the moft a*(.xrd motives that caa
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well be imagined. The Indians of the Caribbee iflands had among
them a tradition, that fomewhere on the continent there was a foun-
tain, whofe waters had the property of reftoring youth to all old men
who tafted them. The romantic imaginations of the Spaniards were
delighted with the ided.  Many embarked in voyages to find out this
tmaginary fountain, who were never afterwards heard of. ‘Their fu-
perilitious countrymen never imagined that thefe people had perithed.
They concluded that they did not return, only becaufe they had
drark of the immortalizing liquor, and had difcovered a fpot fo de-
Yightful, thart they did not choofe to leave it.- Ponce deLeon fet out
with this extravagant view as well as others, fully perfuaded of
the exiftence of a third world, the conqueft of which was to immor-
talize his name. In the attempt to difcover -this country, he-re-
difcovered Florida, but returned vifibly more advanced in years
than when he fet out cn his voyage. For fome time this country
was pegle€ted by the Spamiards, and fome Frenchmen. fettled
in it. But the new colony being negletted by the miniftry, and
Philip 11. of Spain having accuftomed himfelf to think that he was
" the fole proprietor of America, fitted out'a fleet at Cadiz to deftfoy
tuen. His orders were executed with barbarity ; the French en-

trenchments were forced, and moft of the people kilied. The prifo-
ners wese hanged on tiees, with ‘this infcription, ¢ Notas French-

¢ men, but as heretics.”
The cruelty was foon after revenged by Dominic de Gourgues, 2
- fxilful and intrepid feaman of Galcony, an enemy to the Spaniards,
and paffionately fond of hazardous expeditions and glory. He fold
his cftates, built fon:e fhips, and with a fele& band of adventurers
like himfelf, embarked for Florida. He drove the Spaniards from all
their pofts with incredible valour and a&ivity, defeated them in every
rencounter, and by way of retaliation, hung the prifoners on trees,
with this infeription, ¢ Not as Spaniards, but as affaffins.” This
expeditionwas 2ttended with no other confequences ; Gourgues blew
up the forts ke had taken, and returned home, where no notice was
taken of him. it wasagain conquered in 1539, by the Spaniards under
Ferdinand de Soto, not without a great deal of bloodfhed, as the na-
tives were very warlike, and made a vigorous refiftance. The fet-
tlement, however, was not fully eftablifhed till the year 1665, when
the town of St. Auauftme; the capital of the colony while it remained
inthe hands of the Spaniards, was founded. = In 1586, this place was
wken and pillaged by Sir Francis Drake. It met with the fame fate
. . i
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i1 1663, being taken and plundered by Captain Davis, and a bady of
buccaneers. In 1502, -an attempt was made upon it by Colonel
More, governor of Carolina. He fet out with five hundred Englifh
and feven hundred Indians; z2nd having reached St. Auguftine, he -
beﬁeged it for three months, at the expiration of which, the Spani-
ards having fent fome fhips to the relief of the place, he was obliged
to retire. In 1740, another attempt was made by Gencral Ogle-
thorpe ; but he being outwitted by the Spanifh governor, was forced
to raife the ﬁege with lofs, and Florida continued i the hands of the
Spaniards till the year 1763, when it was ceded by treaty to Grear-
Britain. During the laft war it was again reduced by his Cathoiie
Majefty, and was guaranteed to the crown of Spain at the peace,

Among the rivers that flow through this territory, and fall into the
Atlantic fea, St. John’s and Indian rivers are the principal. St. John's
river rifes in or near a large fwamp, in the heart of E:iﬁ)l"lpp‘rd?,//aﬁd
purfues a northern courfe in a broad navigable ftréam, which, ia fe-
veral places, fpreads into broad bays-o’ﬂ;lzes. Lake George, which is

yonly a dilatation of the river, is a beautiful piece of water, generally
about fifteen miles broad, and from fifieen to twerty fect deep. It is or-
namented with feveral charming iflands, one of which is an orange
grove, interfperfed with magnolias and palm trees. Near Long iake,
which is two miles long and four wide, and which communicates with
8t. John’s river by a fmall creek,'is a vaft fountain of warm, or rather
hot mineral water, iffuing from a high bank on the river : it boils up
with great force, forming immediately a vaft circular bafon, capacious
enough for feveral fhallops to ride in, and ftns with rapidity into the
river, at three or four hundred yards diftance : the water is perfectly clear,
and the Prodlglous number and variety of fifh in it, while fivimming
many feet deep, appear as plainly as though lying on the table befors
youreyes: the water has a difagreeable tafte, and fmel's like bilge water;,
This river enters into the Atlantic, north of St. Anguﬁme.-—lndnn”
river rifes a fhort diftance from the fea coaft, and runs from north to
fouth, formmg a kind of inland paffage for many miles along the
eoaft.-——chuana, Apalachicola, Chatabatchi, Efcambia, Mobile, Pafe
cagoula, and Pearl rivers, all nfe in Georgia, and run foutherly into . °
the gulph of Mexico.

Thereare, in this territory, a great variety of foils, The eaftcrn
part of it, near and about St. -Auguftine, is far the mo% unfruitful ;
. yet even here two crops of Indian corn are produced. The banks of
the tivers which water the Floridas, and the parts contiguous, are of

K2 a fye
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a fuperior quality, and well adapted to the cultare of rice and corn,
while the more interior country, which is high and pleafant, aboundg
with wood of almoft every kind ; particula{rly white and red oak,
Jive oak, laurel magnolia, pine, hiccory, cyprefs, red and white cedar.
The live oaks, though not tall, contain a prodigious quantity of
‘timber : the trunk is generally from twelve to twenty feet in circums
ference, and rifes ten or twelve feet from the earth, and then branches
into four or five great limbs, which grow ‘in nearly a horizontal di-

rettion, forming a gentle curve. ¢ 1 have ftepped,” fays Bartram,

« above fifty paces, on a ftraight line, from the trunk of one of thefe
¢ trees to the extremity of the limbs.”> They are ever green, and
the wood almoft incorruptible. They bear a great quantity of fmall
acorns, which are agréeab‘e food, when roafted, and from which the
Indians extra& a fweet oil, which they ufe in cooking hommmy and
rice.

»  The laurel magnolia is the moft beautiful among the trees of the
foreﬁ, and is \.fLailv one hur\dred feet hwh though fome are inuch

mul colatm, and fup I,pcmr}g a head like an- obtufe cone. Thg:
flowers are on]the extremities of the branches ; are large, white,
and expanded like z rofe, and are the largeft and moft complete of
any vet known; when fully expanded, they are froin fix to nine
inches diameter, and have a moft delicious fragrance. The cyprefs
is the large® of the American trees. ¢ I have feen trunks of -thefe
¢ trees,” fays Bartram, ¢ that would meafure eight, ten, and twelve
« feet in diameter, for forty and fifty feet ftraight fhaft.”” The trunks
make exceilent fhxr‘gks, boards, and other timber; and when hol-
lowed, make durable and convenient cances. $“When the planters

« fe!l thefe mighty. trees, they raife a flage around them, as high as
< to reach above the buttrefles ; on this ftage eight or ten negroes af-
*¢ cend with their axes,. and fall to work round its trunk.”

The intervals between the hilly part of this country are extremely
rich, and produce fpontaneouily the . fruits and'wvegetables that are
"common to-Georgia 2ad the Carolinas. But this country is readered

!uable in a peculiar manner by its extenﬁve ranges for cattle.

Augnﬁme, the capital of Eaﬁ-Flonda, is fituated on the fea
coaft, latitude 2¢° 45"; is cf an oblong ﬁgure, and interfected by
four fireets, which cut each other at righit ancles. The town is for-
tified with baftions, and inclofed witha ditch: it is hkewd'e defended
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by a caftle, called fort St. John, which is well appointed 3s to ord-
nance. The north and fouth breakers, at the entrance of the hars
bour, ‘form two channels, whofe bars have eight feer water.
Tke principal town in Wet-Florida is Penfacola, latitude 30° 22",
Tt lies along the beach, and, like St. Auguftiae, is of an oblong form. -
_The water approaches to the town except for imall veffels, are ob- .
firnGed bya low and fondy fhore. The bay, however, on which
the town ftands, forms a very commodious harbour, and veffels may
. ride there fecure from every wind. The exports from this town,
conﬁftmg of fkins, logwood, dying ftuff, and filver dollars, amounted,
while in the peffeffion of the Britifh, on an average, to fixty-taree
thoufand pounds annually ; the average value of imports, for threg
yeass, from Great-Britain, was ninety-feven thoufand pounds,

_ LOUISIANA, o '
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LOUISIANA.

LOUISIAN‘A is bounded by the Miffifippi, on the eaft; by the

gulf of Mexico, on the fouth ;‘ by New-Mexico, on the weft ; and

ruas indefinitely north. Under the French government Louifiana

included both fides of the Mififfippi, from its ‘mouth to the ilinois,
. #and back from the river, eaft and weft indefinitely.

The Miliffippi, on which the fine country of Louifiana is fituated,
was firft difcovered by Ferdihand de Soto, in 1541. Monfieur de ia
Salie was the firft who traverfcd it. He, in the year 1682, having
pafied down to the mouth of the Miffiffippi, and furveyed the adjacent
country returned to Canada, from whence he took paifage to France.

From the flattering accounts which he gave of the country, and
the confequential advantages that would accrue from fettling a co-
Tony in thofe parts, Louis XIV. was induced to eftablifh a company
for the purpofe. Accordingly a {quadron of four veflels, amply pro-
vided with men and provifions, under the command of Monfieur de
}a Salle, embarked, with an intention of fettling near the mouth of the
Mififfippt ; but he unintentionally failed a hundred leagues to the
weftward of it, where he attempted to eftablifh a colony ; but
through the unfavourablenefs of the cli*nate, moft of his men mife.
rably perifhed, and he himfelf was villanoufly murdered, not long
after, by two of his own men. Monfieur Ibberville fucceeded hlm

. in his laudable attempts, He, after two fuccefsful voyages, died

while preparing for a third. Crozat fucceeded him; and in 1712,

the king gave him Louifiana. This grant continued but a fhort time
after the death of Louis XIV, In 1763, Louifiana was ceded to the

king of Spain, to whom it now belongs.

This ‘country is interfected by a number of fine rivers, amotg
which are the St. Francis, which empties into the Miffiifippi at Kap-
pas Old fort, navigable about two hundred and fifty or three hundred
miles ; its courfe is nearly‘ parallcl with the Miffiffippi, -and from

twenty to thirty miles diftant from it;
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-¢mpties into the Mifli iffippi above Point Coupee ; the Adayes or
Mexicano river, emptying into the guiph of Mexico’; and the river -
Rouge, on which, it is weil known, are as rich filver niines as any in
Mexico. This is fuppofed to be one principal reafon why the
exclutive navigation of the Miffiffippi has been fo much infifted on by
Spain. ‘

Louifiana s agreeably fituated between the extremes of heat and
cold ; its climate varies as it extends towards the north. . The
fouthern parts, lying within the reach of the refrefhing breezes from
the fea, “are not fcorched like thofe uader the fame latizudes in Africa;

" and its northern regions are colder than thofe of Europe under the
{ame parallels, with a wholefome ferene air. To judge of the pro-
duce to be expeted from the foil of Louifiana, we fhould tura our eyes
to Egypt, Arabia Felix, Perfia, India, China, and Japan, all lying
in correfponding latitudes. Of thefe, China alone has a tolerable
government ; and yet it meft be ackrowledged, they all are, or have
been, famous for theirriches and ferrility.  From the favourablenefs
of the climate, two annual crops eof Indian corn may be produced ; 4
and the foil, with little cultivation, would furnith grain of every
kind in the. greateft abundance. The timber is as fine as any in the
“world, and the quantities of live o2k, afh, mulberry, waluuz, cherry,
‘cyprefs, and ‘cedar, ar: aftonithing. The neighbourhood of the
Miffiffippi, befides, furnifhes the richeft fruits in great variety ; the
foil is particulariy adapted to hemp, flax, and tobacco; and indigo
is atthis time a ftaple ccmmodity, which commonly yields the planter
three or four cuttings a year. In a word, whatever is rich and rare
in the moft defirable climates in Europe, feems to be the fpontaneous
production of this delightful country. The Miffffippi and the neigh-
bouring lakes furnith in great plenty feveral forts of fith, particularly
perch, pike, ﬁuroeon, and eels.

In the ncrthern part of Louifiana, forty-five miles below the mouth
of the Chio river, on the weft bark of the Miffiffippi, a fettlementis
commenced, conduéed by Colenel Morgan, of New-Jerfey, ucnder

“the patronage of the Spanifh king. The fpot on which the city is
propoted to be built, is called New-Madrid, afu:r the capital cf Spair,
_and is in porth latitude 36‘ 30" :

The limits of the new city of Madrid are to extend four miles fouth,
and two miles weft frem the river, fo as to crofs a beautjful, living,
deep lal-.e, of the pureﬁ {pring water, one husdred yards wide, and ’

feveral
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feveral ‘miles in length, emptying itfel, by a conftant rapid natrow
ftream, through the center of the city. The binks of this lake,
which is called St. Annis, are high; beautiful;. and pleafant ; the
waters deep, clear, and fiweet; the bottom a ‘clear fand; free
from woods, fhrubs, or other vegetables, and well ftored with
filh. On cach fide of this delightful lake ftreets are laid out, one
hundred feet wide, and a road is to be contirued round it of the fame
breadth; and the trees are dire@ed to be preferved for ever, for the
heaithand pleafure £f the citizens. A ftreet one hundred and twenty
feet wide, on the barks of the MifEtfippi, is laid out, and the trees
are direfted to be preferved for the fame purpofe. Twelve actes, in
acentral part of the city, are to be referved in like manner, to be or-
namented, regulated, and improved by the magiftracy of the city for
public walks ; and forty half acre lots for other pabiic ufes; and one
Iot of twelve acres for the king’s ufe.

" New-Madrid, from its local fituaticn and adventitious privilgges,
is-in 2 profpeét of being the great emporium of the wefiern country,
unlefs the free ravigation of the MiZfippi thould be cpened to the
Uhited States: and even fncu.d this defired event take place, which
probably will not wichout a r‘uarurc vith Sp :nn, this muft be a place
of great tr ade. For here will ratnraily center the immenfe guanti-
ties of produce that wiil be borne down the Iliinois,, the Mififfippi,
the Oh-io, and their various branches; and if the carriers can find 2¢
good a market for their cargoes here, as at New-Orleans, or the
Weft-Indies, and car procure the articles they defire, thev wili gladly
fave themfelves the difficulties and dangers of navigating the long
Mifliffippi.

The country in the vicinity of this intended c.h is reprefented a3
excellent, in many parts qud defcription.  The natural growth
confifts of mulberry, iocuit, “&iffafras, walewt, hiccory; cak, ath,
dog wood, &c. with one or more grape vines rusning up almoft
‘every tree ; the grapes vield, from experimcns, gf‘od red wine, iu
plenty and with little- labour.  Ia fothe of the low gro: mus grow
large cyprefs trees. The country is interfperfed with prames, and

now and thei a cane patch 6f ‘one hundred, . and fome of one thoufand’

acres. " Thefe prairies have no trees on them, but are fertile in grafs,
fiawering‘plants, ftrawberries, &t. and, when cultivated, produce good
crops of wheat, barley, Indian corn, flax, hemp, and tobacco, -and
are eafily tilled. The climate is faid to be favourable for health, and

to the culiure ‘of fruits of various kinds, and partieulasly for garden
2z’ veges
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vegetables. Iron and lead mines, and falt {prings, it is aﬂl.rted, are
found in fuch plenty as to afford an abundant fupgly of thefe necef-
fary articles. The banks of the Mifliffippi, for many leagues in ex-
tent, commencing about twenty miles above the mouth of Ohio,;
are a continued chain of lime-flone. A fine tra& of high, rich,
Jevel land, S. W.by W.and N. W. of New-Madrid, about twenty-
five miles wide, extends quite to the river St. Francis,

It has been fuppofed by fome, that all feitlers who go beyond. the |
Miffifippi will be for ever loft to the United States. There is, we
_believe, little danger of this, provided they are not provoked to
withdraw their friendfhip. The emigrants will be made up of the
citizens of the United States. They will carry along with them their
manners and cuftoms, their habits of government, religion and edu-
cation ; and as they are to be indulged with religious freedom, and
with the privilege of making their own laws, and of conduding edu-
cation upon their own plans, thefe American habits will undoubtedly‘
. be cherithed; if fo, they will be Americans in fact, while they are

zominally the fubje@s of Spain.

1t is true, Spain will draw a revenue from thcm, but in return they
will enjoy peculiar commercial advantages, the benefit of which will
be experienced by the United States, and perhaps be an ample com-.
penfation for the lofs of fo many citizens as may migrate thither, In-
fhort, this fettlement, if condufted with judgment and prudence,
might be ‘mutually ferviceable both to Spain and the United States ;
it might prevent jealoufies;; leffen national prejudices ; promote re-
Yigious toleration ; preferve harmony, and be a medium of trade re-
ciprocally advantageous. :

But jit is well known ‘that empire has been travelling from eaft to
weft. Probably her laft and broadeft feat will be America. There
the fciences -and arts of civilized life are to receive their higheft im-
provements : there civil and religious liberty are to flourifh,. un-
checked by the cruel hand of - civil or ecclefiaftical tyranny: there
genius, aided by all the improvements of former ages, is to be
exerted in humanizing manKind, in expanding and enriching their
minds with religious and phi!ofophical knowledge, and in planning
and executing a form of government, which will involve all the ex-
cellencies of former governments, with as few of their defeds as is
confiftent with the imperfe&ion of human affairs, and which will be
calculated to protect and unite, in a manner confiftent with the na-
tural rights of mankind, the largeft empire that ever exifted. Eleva.

Vor. 1V, L ) ted
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ted with thefe profpeés, which are not merely the vifions of fancy;
we cannot but anticipate_ the period, as not far diftant,
American empire will comprehend millions of fouls

Mifffippi. Judging upon probable grounds, the Miffiffippi was

never defigned as the weftern boundary of the American empire.

"The God of Nature never intended that fome of the beft part of his,

earth fhould be inhabited by the fubje&s of a monarch four thoufand
miles from them. And we may venture to predi&, that," when the
rights of mankind fhall be more fully known, and the knowledge of
them is faft increafing both in Europe and America, the power of
European potentates will be confined to Europe, and their prefent
American dominions become, like the United States, free, fovereign,
and independent empires.

It feems to depend on a timely %doption of a wife and liberal po-
licy on the part of Spain, whether or not there fhall be a fpeedy re-
volution in her American colonies. It is afferted by the beft in-
formed on the fubje&, that there are not a hundred Spanith families
in all Louifiana and Weft-Florida; the bulk of inhabitants are French
people, who are inimical to the Spaniards, and emigrants from the
United States, and a few Englifh, Scots, Dutch, and Irith. This
was the cafe in 1791 ; and as all emigrations to this country have
fince been, and will probably in future be, from the United States,
?a.nd thefe emlgratlons are numerous, the time will foon come, when
i the Anglo Americans in this country will far exceed the number of

: all other nations.
' The wretched policy of New-Orleans, anlefs’ changed will haften
a revolution in the Spanifh colonies. So long as the governor can
+ i diGtate laws and difpenfe with them at his pleafure, and create mo-
: nopolies in trade for his own and his favourites’ advantage, as is now
ithe cafe, there can be no ftability in the commerce of this place.
The exclufive right, even ‘'of fupplying the market with frefh beef,
'|pork, veal, mutton, is monopolized. No farmer or planter is al-
lowed te kill his own beef, fwine, calf, or fheep, and fend it to

'he (is pleafed o give; and this man retails it out at a certain price
agreed upon by the governor, in juft fuch pieces as he thinks proper,
through a window or grate. Afk fora roafting piece, and he will give
you a thin or brifket of beef ; point to the piece you want, and he
\{i.l‘ tell you it is engaged to yor fuperior. From fimilar condud,

French

l
!
|
|-

\

imarket ; he muft fell it to the king’s butcher, as he s called, at the price

kies now fell for tour or five dollars a piece, which, under thé-
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French governmient, were in abundance for half a dollar. ‘The mo-
nopoly of flour is, if poffible, on flill a worfe footing for the inhabi-

~ tant; and the tobaeco infpettion-yet more difcouraging to the planter.

The GOVERNOR, or the crown, as it is called, muft have an undefined

> advantage in every thing. Hence all are ripe for a revolution the'mo-

ment one fhall offer witn profpe& of being fupported, whéther it
thall come from the United States, England, France, or internally
from the inhabitants.

It is faid to have been the fixed refolution of the Britith miriiftry to
feize on New-Orleans, in the firft-inftance, in cafe a rupture with
Spain had taken place, as a neceflary prelude to an attack on the
Spanith pofleffions in the Weft-Indies and on the miain. For this
purpofe every bend of the river, every bay andharbour on the co

have been furveyed and founded with.the utmoft exaltnefs, and

all of them are better known to the Britifh than to the Spaniards theme

felves. ‘

Whilft the Umted States were engaged in_the Yevolution war
againft England, the Spaniards attacked and ,poﬂ'eﬂ'ed themfelves of
all the Englifh pofts and fettlements on the Miffiffippi, from the

Iberville up to the Yazoos river, including the Natchez country ; and

by vmue ‘of this conqueft are now peopling and governing an extent

. of country three degrees north of the United States’ 1outh boundary, _
~and claiming authority which no treaties warrant.. This alone will
probably be deemed fufficient caufe for the Unifed States to join

with any other power againft Spain, the firft opportunity, as: they
conceive thefe territories belong to them by treaty. In fuch cafe,
the‘Kentucky country alone could, in one [week, raife a fufficient
fomc to conquer all the Spanifh pofleffions on the Mlﬂiﬂippl ; whiltt
one; thoufand men would be equal to defend the whole country of
Ne w-Orleans and Lomﬁana from any enemy approachmg it by feas
The : greater a_hoftile fleet entering the Miffiffippi, the greatcr and
suore certain would be their. defh'u&xon, if oppofed by men of kmmfl
ledgc and refolunon. : |

New-

* The following extralt of a letter from a gentleman at New-Orkans, dated Sep-

hembcr 1790, contains much ufeful information, in conﬁrmauon of the above =
“ thnl lefc you and my other friends at Baltimore, laft ym, I promifed to writs
to you by every opportunity, and to communicate to you every information which I
could dcnve from my cxcurfion tothe Ohio, .down that beautiful fiream, during my fay
L2 at
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New-OreIans ftands on the eaft fide of the Miffiffippi, one hundred

and five miles from its mouth, inlatitude 30°2" north, In the begin-
mng

ar Kcnmcky and the weftern pofts, my vifit to the Hiinois and thc different fettlements
on the Miffi ﬂipp, from thence down to New-Orleans.
¢ As I'have devoted more than twelve months in making this tour, with the deter=
mination to judge for myfelf, and to give you and my othcr friends information to be
depended upon, regirding the climate, (zil, natural productions, population, and other
advantages and axfadvantaves, which you may depend on finding in the’ country I have
paﬁ'cd chrough, I cannor, within the narrow bounds of - this letter, comply with my ine
tention, and your wifh, but I muft beg of you to reft fatisfied with what follows :
#&%*#%-w-‘ﬁr%’-&:‘*%#%ﬂ%i’t’r*ﬁ*"
¢ Nearly oppofite to Louifvilie is 2 flockale fort, garifoned by two companies of
the firft United States regimenr.  What ofe this poft is of, I never could leam.—Itis a
mere hofpital in the fummer feafon, and the grave of brave men, who might be ufe-
fully employed e!fewhere.  Fort Harmar is as remarkably healthful ; fo is the New-
England fectiement at Mutkingum ; and I :hink the Miami fettlement will be hulthful
when ;hc peopic have the comforis of gosd Living aboa: them ; at pufent they are the
poorzft among the poor emxgrant; to this counirv, and not the beft managers. Below
the falls, on the weft fie, is 2 mifersble feitlement, called Ciarkfville, frequently
flooded, 2nd compoled of a people w ho cannct better themfelves at prefent, or I fuppofe
they would not continuc here.  From thence I made an excurfion by land to Poft Vin-
eeat, diftant atout one hundred miles : the fore here is garrifoned by two companies, at
great cxpcnfe, but lictle ufe.  Not liking the country on account of the many hottile
neighbouring Indians, I haftened out of ity and went.with a party of Frenchmen te
Kafkalkias, in the' [ilinois country, and vified Prairic des Rochers, St. Philip’s, Bdle
. Fontaine, and Kalokia; fro’n wheuce making up a par:y to purfue fome hoftile Kukae
- poos, and ficering cue cal, we fcll on the haud waters of the Kafkafkia river, which we
croffed a2 fome difiznce.  This is a deiihefai country ! On our réturnto Kahokia, I.. -
erofied over to St. Louis, on the Sparith fide, but 1did pot proceéd far into the cour"\try', L
what I did fee I did not likte, and the.cfore bought a canoe and went down the MifGflppi .
%o S, Genevieve aad%he Sa! ine.  Not beiag pl'afcd with thefe places, nor the country
. around, [- embx..ged the com*my of fome Fr*mh{bumcrs and traders gomg towards the
St. Francis river;/in x fouth-weft dircfion fiom St. Gene¥ieve, Afer travelling thirty
miles nearly, T came to a fiveet coux: try 5 hers meeting with fome Shawancfe Indians
going to Ance Ia Graife, ad New-Madrid, I made thema fmill prefent, and en

gaged them to efcors me there, which they did through a country fine and beautiful be- - ¥
yond defcription ; variegated by foall hills, beautiful timber, and extenfive plains of E
tuxuriant foil.  Here the Spaniards are building a handfoine fort, to encourage the fet= | k
tlement by Americans, on a plan of Colonel Morgan’s, of New-Jerfey, which, had it - af
teen purt’..cd, as propofed lw him, would bave made this the fuft in all the weftern | ;

country ; but they have devisted from iz, fo much as to dnfcourage the fettlement, and .
mazy have left it.  Thebanke of the Misifiippi overflow above and below the, town,

e couatry back fom the river is 'ncomyambly beautiful and ﬁuc. I'madea .
tour
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ring of the year 1787 it contained about one.thoufand one hundred
houfes, feven-eights of which were confumed by fire in the fpace
of five hours, on the 1gth of Mar:h, 1788. It is now rebuilt. Its
advantages for trade are very great. Situated on 4 noble river, in
a fertile and healthy country, within a week’s fail of Mexico by
fea, and as near to the Britith, French, and Spanith Weft-India
iflands, with a moral certainty of its becoming the general receptacle
for the produce of that extenfive and valuable country, on the Mife
fiffippi and Ohio ; thefe circumitances are fuflicient to ecfure its fue
ture growth and commercial importance.
The greater part of the white inhabitants are Roman Catholics 3
“they are governed by a viceroy from Spain; the cumber of inhabi-
. tants is unknown.

tour back to the river St. Francis,diZant about twenty-cight or thiity miles, and ree
tarned b)" another route more fouthward, o my great fatisfaltion. Exprefiing to fome
. of the people, at New-Madrid, my furprife at Colonel §#*’s account of this country,
1 was told that he rever went one hundred yards back from the river, either on the
Ohio or Miffflippi, cxcept once, and that was ar ’Ance la Graifc,‘ where a horfe was
provided for him, and he rode fiftecn or twenty miles, and returned fo enraptl{red with
the country, that he would rot lifien to the propofed fettlement of New-Madrid being
fixed at any other place ; and he a&tually applicd to Coloncl Morgan for forty furveys,
moft of which were exccuted ; and he entercd into obligations for fext’ements thereon 3
but the Colonel refufing to grant him three huendred acres of the town lots, fora farm,
a5 it would be injurious to ot ther applicants of equal meriz, S%#% fworc he would do
every thing in his power to injure Morgan and the fettlement 5 which it feemas he has
endeavoured 2o do, to the ruin, however, of his own repuration. - I am fatisfied that
the failure of this fettlement is only owing toa nasrow policy in the Spanith govern~
mert, or toa deviation from their tirft plan, and not from the caufes reprefented by its
enemies. -This is the coyntry, of 2!l others, I have ('ccn, which I would with t» -
fettle in, had Colonel Morgan’s plan been adopted, or carried inio execution; and
thoufands among-the beft prople of the wefern country wou'd airerdy have been
fertled here. . Why it was not, I know not; but am told jealoufy of his fucccfs was
- the caufe. ‘
« After continuing two mow:hs i this Jelightful county, T procesdsd 1o the Natchez,
| which has already become a confiderabie ferrlement, and ia now under the government of
Don Cayofo, a man greatly bd‘?."‘ ; buz tre Spaniili government, though Ithipk it
Liberal ac prefent, will not long agrec with American ideas of liderty and juftices
and a revolution is now in embryo, which a "mal‘ mater will blow to a flame; and
New-Orleans itfelf will be at the ey of zew [udieds, i jcined by a handful of dhie
Kcnmdsy peoples ‘ -

- MEXICO,




MEXICO, or NEW-SPAIN.

‘ P/IEXICO is fitnated between g and 40° north-latitude, and 18¢
and go® weft-longitude. Tis length is two thoufand one hundred
- miles, and breadth -one thoufand fix hundred. Itis bennded on the
north, by unknown regions ; on the eaft, by Louifiana aad the gulph
of Mexico ; on the fouth, by the ifthmus of Darien, which feparates
it from Terra Firma in South-Amenca and on the weft, by the
Pacific ocean. : -

This vaft country is divided into three grand dmﬁons, viz.
1. Otp-Mextco. 3. New-Mexico Prorer. 3. CAL!FORINA, '

Iying on the weft, and a peninfuia.

OLD-MEXICO.

The ancient kingdom of Mexico, properly fo called, was divided
into feveral provinces, of which the vale of Mexico itfelf was the
fineft in every refpe&. This vale is {urrounded by verdant mountains,
meafuring upwards of one hundred and twenty miles in circumfer-
ence at their bafe. A great part of it is occupied by two lakes, the
upper one of frefh water, but the lower one brackifh, communica-
ting with the former by means of a canal. All the water running
from the mountains is collefted in this lower }al\e, on account of its

“being in the bottom of the valley ; heace it was ready,’ when fivelled
‘by extraordinary rain, to overflow the city of Mexico. This delight-
ful region contained the threc imperial cities of Mexico, Acolhuacan,
and Tlacopan; befides forty others, with innumerable villages and
hamlets ; but the moft confiderable of thefe, according to Clavigero,
now {fcarcely retain one twentieth part of their former magnificence.
The principal inland provinces to the northward were the Otomies ;
to the fouth-weft the Malatzincas and Cuitlatecas ; to the fouth the
Tlahuicas and Cohuixcas; to the fouth-eaft, after the ftates of Itzo-
can, Jauhtepac, Quauhquecollon, Atlixco, Tehuacan, and others,
were the great provinces of the Mixtecas, the Zapotecas, and the
Chiapanecas ; towards the eaft were the provinces of Tepayacac, the
Popolocas, and Totonacas. The maritime provinces on the Mexicn

1 , gulf
#




OF MEXICO, OR NEW-SPAN. 79

gulf were Coatzacualco and Cuetlachtlan, called by the Spaniards
Cotafta. On the Pacific ocean were thofe of Coliman, Zzcatollan,
Tototepec, Tecuantepec, and Zoconochco.. ?

The province of the Otomies began in the northern part of thc vale
of Mexico, extending through the mountains to the north, to the
diftance of ninety miles from the city of Mexico; the principal cities
being Tollan, or Tula, and Xilotepec: the latter made the capital of
the country by the Spaniards. Beyond the fettlements of the Otomies,
the country for more than a thoufand miles in extent was mhabnted
only by barbarous and wandering favages.

The Malatzmm province contaived the valley of Tolocan, and all
the country from Taximaroa to the frontier of the kingdom of Mi-
chuacan, The valley of Tolocan is upwards of forty miles long from
fouth-eaft to north-weft, and thirty in breadth, where broadeft. Its
principal city, named alfo Tolocan, is fituated at the foot of a high

mountain covered with{now, thirty miles diftant from Mexico.

" The country of the Cuitlatecas extended from north-eaft to fouths
weft, upwards of two hundred miles, egrtending as far as the Pacific
ocean. Their capital was named Mexcaltepec, once a great and po-
pulous city, fituated upon the fea coaft, but of which the ruins are -
now fcarcely vifible. That of the Tlahuicas was named Quauhna-
huac, and fituated about forty miles to the fouthward of Mexico. The
province extended almoft fixty miles fouthward, commencing from
the fouthern mountains of the vale of Mexico.
: . .. Thecountry of the Cohuixcas extended on the fouthward as far as
" the Pacific ocean, through that part where at prefent the port and
city of Acapulco lie. It was divided into the flates of Tzompanco,
Chilapan, Tlapan, and Tiftla; the lattera very hot and unwholefome
country. To. this province belonged 3 place named Tlachco, cele-
brated for its filver mines.
~ The province of the Mixtecas extended fram- Acatlan, a place
diftant about one hundred and twenty miles from Mexico, as far as
the Pacific ocean towards the fouth-eaft. The inhabitants carried on
a confiderable commerce, and had feveral well-inhabited cities and
villages. To the eaft of the Mixtecas were the Zapotecas, fo called
from their capital Teotzapotlan. In their diftrict was the valley of
Huaxyacac, now Oaxaca, or Guaxaca,

The province of Mazatlan lay to the northward of the Mixtecas 3
and to the northward and eaftward of the Zapotecas was Chimantla,
having their capna.ls of the fame name with their provinces, The

, Chia.
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Chiapanecas, Zoqui, and Queleni, were the laft of the Mexican pro«
vinces towards the fouth-eat. On the fide of the mountain Popoca-
tepec, and around it, lay feveral ftates, of which the moft confide-
‘'sable were Cholallan and Huexotzinco. Thefe two having, with the
aflifiance of the Tlafcalans, fhaken off the Mexican yoke, re-eftablithed
their former ariftocratical government. The Cholulans poffefled a
fmall hamlet called Cuitlaxcoapan, in the place where the Spa-
miards afterwards founded the city of Angelopoli,. which is the fecond -
of New-Spain.

To the eaftward of Cholula lay a confiderable ftate named Te-
peyacac; and beyond that the Popolocas, whofe principal cities were
Fecamachalco and Quecholac.. To the fouthward of the Popolocas
was the fiate of Talhuacan, bordéring upon the country of the Mix-
tecas ; to the eaft, the maritime province of Cuetlachtlan; and to
. the north, the Totonacas. The extent of this province was one
hundred and fifty miles, beginning frem the frontier of Zacatlan, a
fiate diftant about eighty miles from the court, and terminating in
the guif of Mexico.” Befides the capital, named Mizquihuacan, this
country had the beawtiful city of Chempoallan, fituated on the coaft
of the gnlf, remarkable for beicg that by which the bpamards entered
the Mexican empire.

Coliman was the moft northerly of the province on the Pacific ocean;;
the capital, named alfo Colirdan, being in latitude 19, longitude
27°2”. Towards the fouth-eaft was the province of Zacotlan, with its
capital of the fame name; then came the coaft of the Cuitlatecas;
after it that of the Cohuxicans, in which was the celebrated port of
Acapulco. The Jopi bordered on the Cohuixca coaft ; and adjoin-
ing to that the Mixteca country, now called Xicayan; next to that

was the large provxncc of Tecuantepec and laﬁly, that of quho-
nochco. .
This province, the moft fomher!y of the Mexxcau empire, was
bounded on the eaft and fouth-eaft -by the country of Xochitepec,
which did not belong to Mexico; on the weft by Tecuantepec; and
on the fouth by the ocean. The capital, called alfo Xoconachco, was
fituated between two rivers, in 14 degrees of latitude, and 38° 3" of
Jongityde. On the Mexican gulf there were, befides the country of
“Totonecas, the provinces of Cuetlachtlan and Coatzacualeo; the latter .
bounded on the eaft by the States of Tabafco, and the peninfula of.
Yucata.n. The province of Cuetlachtlan comprehended all the coaft
: ‘between
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between the river Alvarado and Antigua, where the province of the
Totonecas began. . - )

The climate of this vaft country varies much according to the fitua-
tion of its different parts. The maritime places are hot, unhealthy,
and moift ; the heat being fo great as to caufe people to fweat even in
the month of January. This heat is fuppofed to be owing to the flat-

"nefs of the coails, and the accumulation of fand upon them. The -

,moifture arifes from the vaft evaperation from the fea, as well as from
the great torrents of water defcending from the mountains. The
lands which lie in the neighbourhood of high mouutains, the tops of
which are always covered with fnow, muft of neceffiry b2 cold; and
Clavigero informs us, that he has been on a mountain not more than
twenty-five miles diftant from the city of Mexice, where there was
white froft and ice even_in the dog davs, ¢ All the other inland
countries,” fays the fame author, ¢ where the greateft population
prevailed, enjoy a climate fo mild and benign, that they neither feel
therigour of winter nor the heat of fummer. Itis true, in many
of the countries, there is frequently white froft in the three months
of December, January, and February, and fometimes even it fnows ;
but ‘the fmall inconvenience which fuch cold occafions, continues

only till the rifing fun : no other fire than his rays is necefiary to give
warmth in winter ; no other relief is wun:ed in the feafou of heat but.
the thade : the fame clothing which covers men in the dog-days,
defends them in January, and the animals fleep all the vear under

the open tky. :
“ This mildnefs and agreeablenefs of: climate under the torrid
zone is the effe@ of feveral natural caufes entirely unknown to the
ancients, who did not believe it to be inhabited, and not well under-

fiood by fome moderns, by whonm it is believed unfzvourable to thofe
wholive in it. The purity of the atmofphere, the {maller obliquity
of the folar rays, and the longer ftay of this luminary above the ho-
rizon in winter, in-comparifon of other regions farther removed from
the equator, concur to leffen the cold, and to prevent all that horror
which disfigures the face of nature in other climes. During that
eafon aferene fky and the natural delights of the country are en-
joyed ; whereas uader the frigid, and even for the moft part under
he temperate zones, the clouds rob man of the proipeé of heaven,
nd the fnow buries the beautiful produtions of the earth. No lefs
Faufes combine to temper the Leat of fummer. The plentiful fhowers
hich_frcquémly water the earth after n'zi..io:lzey,' from April or May;,
Vou. 1V, .M ' : t
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to September or October ; the high mountains, continually loaded
with fnow, fcattered here and there through the country of Anahuac;
~ the cool winds which breathe from them in that feafon ; and the
fhorter ftay of the fun above the horizon, compared with the cir-
cumftantes of the temperate zone, transform the climes of thofe
happy countries into a cocl and cheerful fpring. - But the agreeable-
nefs of the climate is counterbalanced by thunder ftorms, which are
frequent in Tummer, particularly in the neighbourhood of the moun-
tain of Tlafcala; and by earthquakes, which are at all times felt, -
though with lefs danger than terror. .Storms of hail are Pexther more
frequent nor more fevere than in Europe.”
One undoubted inconvenience which Mexico has, is that of volca- §
. noes, of which Clavi igero enumerates five. One named by the Spa-
niards Valcon d’Orizaba, is higher than the peak of Teneriffe, ac:
‘cording to the account of the Jefuit Tallandier, who meafured them
both. It began to fend forth fmoke in the year 1543, and continued
- burning for twenty years, but has not difcovered any fymptoms of -
eruption fince that time. It is of a conical figure, and by reafon of
its great height, may be feen at fifty leagues diftance. The top
is always covered with fnow, but the lower part with woods, of
pine and other valuable timber. 1t is about ninety miles to the eaft-
ward of the capital.
Two other mountains, named Popocatepec and Tztaccihuat,
which lie near each other, at the diftance of thirty-three miles to the
fotth-eat of Mexico, are likewife furprifingly high. Clavigero
fuppofes the former to be higher than the higheft of the Alps, confi-
dering the elevated ground on which the bafe of it ftands. [t has 1
crater more than half a mile wide ; from which, in the time of the
Mexican kings, great quantities of {moke and flame iffued. In the
laft century it frequently threw out great fhowers of athes upon the
zdjacent places ; but in thxs century hardly any fmoke has been ob-
ferved. This mountain is named by the Spaniards Volcan, and the
other Sierra Nevada : the latter has aifo fometimes emitted flame:,
_ Both of them have their tops always covered with fnow in fuch quan-
. tiies, that the maffes which fall down upon the neighbouring rocks
- fupply the ciies of Mexico, Geiopou, Cholula, and all the adjacen |
country to the diftance of forty miles, with that commodity, ¢
which the cdnfumpiion isfo great, thatin 1‘746 the impoft apon wh |
was confumed in the city of Mexico, amounted to fifteen thoufad

t~o hundred and twelve Mexican crowns; fome years after, &

- : amountsi
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amounted to twenty thouﬁnd and is now in all probability a great
deal more. Befides thefe, there are the two mountains of Coliman
and Tochtlan, both of which have occafiona’ iy emitted flames. Cia-
vigero does not include in the lift of Mexican volcanoes, either thofe
of Nicaragua or Guatimala, becaufe thefe countries were not fubjedt
to the Mexican fovereigns. Thofe of Guatimala fometimes break
forth in a moft furious manner, and in the year 1753 entirely dz<
t - firoyed that beautiful city. The Nicaraguan volcano, called Juruyo

. was only a fmall hill before the year 1760. In that year, however,

-onthe 2gth of September, it began to burn with furious explofions,

* ruining entirely the fugar work, and the neighbouring village cf
Guacana : and from that time continued to emit fire and burning
rocks - in fuch quantities, that the erupted matters in fix years had
formed themfelves into three high mountains, nearly fix miles in cir-
cumference. Dunng the time of the firft eruption, the athes were
carried as far as the city of Queretaro, one hundred and fifty miles
diftan: from the volcano; and at Valladolid, diftant fixty miles from it,
the thower was fo abundant, that the people were obliged o0 fwcep
the houfe yards two or three times a day. :
. Befides thefe volcanoes, there are others in Mexico of a very re-
markable height. The great chain of mountains called the Andes, are
continued .through the ifthmus of Panama, and through all Mexico,
- until they are loft in the unknown mountains of the north. The
moft confiderable of that chain is known in Mexico by the name of
Sierra Madre, particularly -in Cinalo and Tarahumara, provinces
no lefs than one thoufand two hundred xmles diftant from the ca-
pital.
© Mexico is well watered by very confiderable rivess, though ncne

of them are comparable to thofe of South-America. , Some of thefe
run into the gulf of Mexico, and others into the Pacific ocean. The .
Alvarado has its principal fource among the mountains of the Zapo-
tecas, and difcharges itfelf by three navigable mouths into the Mexi-
can gulf, at the diftance of thirty miles from Vera Cruz. The Coat-
zocualco rifes among the mountains of the Mixtecas, and empties
itfelf into the gulf near the country of Onohualco. The river Chia-
pan, which likcmfe Funs into this gulf, rifes among the mountains
which feparate the dlgn& of Chiapan from that of Guatitala. The
Spaniards call thid river Tabafco, by which name they alfo called that

"~ trat of land which unites Yucatan to the Memcan continent. It was
M2z alfe
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alfo called Grijalva, from the name of the commander of the Spanifh
fleet who difcovered it. ’
The moft celebrated of the rivers which run into the Pacific ocean,
_is that called by the Spaniards Guadalaxara, or Great river. It nfes
in the mountains of Toloccan; and after running a courfe of
more than fix hundred miles, dlfcharacs itfelf i into the ocean in 22°
latitude. :
- There are likewife in this countly feveral laLes of very confide-
- rable magnitude; butthofe of Nicaragua, Chapallan, and Pazquaro,
which are of the greateft extent, ‘did not belong to the ancient Mexi-
can empire. ‘The moft remarkable were thofe in the vale of Mexico,
‘upon which the capital of the empire was founded. Of thefe, the
frel water one called the lake of Chalco, extended in length from
" eaft to weft twelve miles, as far as. the city of Xochimilco; from
thence, taking a northerly direction, it incorporated itfelf by means
- of a canal with the lake of Tezcuco ; but its breadth did not exceed
fix miles. The other, named the lake of Tezcuco, extended fifteen,
or rather feventeen miles.from eaft to weft, and fomething more from
fouth to north; but its extent is' now much lefs, by reafon of the
Spaniards having diverted the courfe of many of the ftreams which
run into it. This lake is falt, which Clavigero fuppofes to arife from
the nature of the {oil which forn.s its bed.
Befides thefe, there are a humber of fmaller lakes, fome of which
are very delightfui. Therc_xs avaft variety of mineral waters, of the
" nitrous, fulphureous, and aluminous kinds, fome of them fo hot,
that meat might be boiled in them. At Tetuhuacan is a kind of
~ petrifying water, as well as in feveral other parts of the empire.
One of them forms a kind of finooth white ftones, not difpleafing to
the tafie ; the fcrapings of which taken in broth are celebrated asa .
diaphoretic, probably without any. good reafon. The dofe for a
perfon not diflicult to be fweated is. one dram of the fcrapings.
Many of the rivers of Mexico afford furprifing and beautiful caf-
. cades, particularly the great river Guadalaxara, at a place called
Tempizque, fifteen miles to the fouthward of that city. Along a-
deep river called Atoyaque, is a natural brxdge, confifting of a vaft
mound of earth, along Which carriages pafs conveniently. Clavigero
fuppofes it to have been the fragment of a mountain thrown down by -
an-earthquake, and then penetrated by the river.
. The mineral produ@ions of Mexico are very valuable; the na-

tives found gold .in feveral provinces of the empire; they gathered it
prin-
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principally from ameng the fands of their rivers in grains, and the
people in whofe country it was found, were obliged to pay a certain
quantity by way of tribute to the emperor. They dug filver out of
the- mines in Tlochco, and fome otber countries ; but it was lefs

prized by them than by other nations. Since the conqueft, how-
‘ever, fo many filver mines have been difcovered in that country, ef-

 pecially in the provinces to the north-weit ot the capital, that it is in

vain to attempt any enumeration of them. They had two forts of

copper ; one hard, which ferved them inftead ofiron, to makc axes
and other infiruments for war and agnculturc the other kind,
which was foft and flexible, ferved for domeftic utenfils as with us.
They had alfo tin from the mines of Tlachco, and dug lead out of
" mines in the country' of the Otomies, but we are not informed
what ufes they put this laft metal to. They had likewife mines of
iron in Tlafcala, Tlachco, and fome other placesA; but thefe were ei-
ther unknown to the Mexicans, or they did not know how to benefit
themfelves by them. In Chilapan were mines of quickfilver ; and in
many places they had fulphur, alum, vitriol, cinnabar, ochre, and
an earth greatly refembling white lead. Thefe minerals were em-
ployed in painting and dyeing, but we knoow not to what ufe they
put their quickiilver. ‘There was great abucdance of amber and af-
phaltum upon their coafts, both of which were paid in tribute to the
king of Mexico from many parts of the empire: the former was
wont to be fet in gold by way of ornament, and afphaltum was em-
ployed in their facrifices.

Mexico produces fome diamonds, though but few in number 5

but they had in greater plenty fome other precious ftones, fuch as
amethyfts, cats eyes, turquoifes, cornelians, and fome green ftones
1&fembling emeralds, and very little inferior to them, of all which a
tribute was paid. to the emperor by the people in whofe territorics
they were found. They were likewife furnifhed with chryftal ia
plenty from the mountains which lay on the coaft of the ‘Mexican

~ gulph, between the port of Vera Cruz and the river Coatzacuaico. .
In the mountains of Celpolalpan, to the eaftward of Mexico, were

quarries of jafper and marble of differcut colours : they had hikewi‘e
alabafter at a place talled Tecalco, now Tecale, in the ncighbour-

hood: of the province af Tapeyacac, and many other parts of the em-

pire. . The ftone tetzontli is gencrally of a dark red colodr, pretty
hard, porous, and light, and unites moit firmly with lime and fand,

~on whﬁ\gcoum. it is bf great requeft for buildings in the capital,

-where
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where the foundation is bad. There are entire mountains of load-
flone, a very confiderable one of which lies between Teoitztlan and
Chilapan, in the country of the Cohuixcas. They formed curious
figures of nephritic fione, fome of which are ftill preferved in Euro-
pean mufeums. They had a kind of fine wkite tale, which bernt into
an excellent plafter, and with which they ufed to whiten their paint.
: ings. But the moft ufeful ftene they had, was that called itztli, of which
there is great abundance in'many parts of Mexico : it has a glofly ap-
pearance, is generally of a black colour, aud femi-tranfparent ; though
fometimes alfo of a blue or'white colour. In Scuth-America this
fione is called pietra del galinazzo ; and Count Caylus endeavours to
fhow, in a manuferipe differtation quotcd by Bomare, that the obfi-
diona, of which the ancients made their “vafes murini, were entirely
fimilar to this ftone. The Mexicans made of it looking-glafles,
knives, lancets, razors, and fpears. Sacred vafes were made of it
after the introduction of Chriftianity.

The foil of Mexico, though various, produced every where the
neceffaries, and even the luxuries of life. ¢ The celebrated Dr.
Hernandez, the Pliny of New-Spain,” fays Clavigero, “ has de-
feribed in his Natural Hiftory about one thoufand two hundred plants,
natives of the country ; but his defcription, though large, being
confined to medicinal plants, has only comprifed ose part of what
provident nature has produced there for the benefit of mortals, With
regard to the other claffes of vegetables, fome are cfteemed for their
fiowers, fome for their fruit, fome for their leaves, fome for their
root, fome for xhcxrtrun. or their wood, and o&m for their gum,
refin, oi!, or juice.”

Mexico abounds with a great variety of flowers, many of which
are peculiar to the country, while multitudes of ethers imported
from Europe and Afia rival in luxuiiance the natives of the country
itfelf, The fruits are partly natives of the Canary iflands, partly of

" Spain, befides thofe which grow naturally in the country. The
exotics are water melons, apples, pears, peaches, quinces, apricots,
pornegranates, figs, black cherries, walnuts, almonds, olives, chef-
nuts, and grapes; though thefe laft areulikewife natives. There are
two kinds of wild vine found in the country of the Mixtecas, the one
refembling the common vine in the fhoots and figure of its leaves ;
it produces large red grapes covered with an hard fkin, but of fweet
and gratcml tafte, which would undoubtedly )mpro\c greatly -by
cuiture. . The grape of the other kind is hard, large, and of a very

ha:fh
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harfh tafte, but they make an excellent conferve of it. Clavigero
is of opinion that the cocoa tree, plantain, citron, orange, and le-
mon, came from the Philippine iflands and Canaries ; but it is cer-
tain that thefe, as well as other trees, thrive in this country as we!l
as-in their native foil. All the maritime countries abound with cocoz
nut-trees ; they have feven kinds of oranges, and four of lemons,
and there are likewife four kinds of plantains; the largc&, called
the zapalat, is from fifteen tg twenty inches long, and about three in
diameter ; it is hard, little eftcemned, and enly cat when roafled or
boiled. The platano large, or *long plantain,” is about eight
. “inches long, and one and a half in diameter ; the fkin is at firft green,
“and blackifh when perfectly ripe. The guinco is a fmaller fruit, but
richer,- fofter, a'ld more. delicious, though not fo whmefomc. A
{pecies of planta.m, called the deminico, is finaller agd more delicate
than the others. There are whole woods of plantain trees, oranges,
and lemoans; and the people of Micluacan carry on a confiderable
commerce with thé dried plan:ains, which are preferabie either to
raifins or figs. Clavigero enumerates twenty-eight different forts of
fruit, natives of Mexico, befidss many others, the names of which
are not mentioned. Hcrnandez mentions four kinds of cocoa nuts,
of which the fmalleft of the whole was in the moft ufe for chocolate
and other drinks daily made ufe of ; the other kinds ferved rather for
money in commerce than for zliment. T'he'cocoa was one of the
plants moft cuitivited in the warm countries of the empire, and many
provinces paid it in tribute to the emperor, particularly that of Xo-
conochen, the cocoa_nut of which is preferable to the others. Cotton
was one of the moft valuable productions of the country, as it ferved
infiead of flax, though this laft aifo was produced in the country: it -
is of two ;kinds,” white and tawny-coloured. They made ufe of
gocou, or Brafil-wood in their dving, as the Europeansalfodo: they
* made cordage of the bark, and the wood was made ufe of to pro-
duce fire by tn&lon.

The principal gram of Mexico, before the introduétion of thofe
trom Europe, was maize, in the Mexican language called tluolli, of
which there were feveral kinds, :ﬁ'ermg in fize, weight, colour,
. and tafte. This kind of grain was brought from America to Spair,
and from Spain to other cauntries of Europe. The French bean was
the principal kind of pulfe in ufe among them, of which there
were more fpecies than of the maize; the largcﬁ was cailed
2yacotli, of the fze of a common bean, with a beautiful red flower';

: but
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but the moft efteemed was the fmall, black, heavy French bean.
"This kind of pulfe, which is not good in Italy, is in Mexico fo ex-
cellent, that it not enly ferves for fuftenance to the poorer clafs of
péople, but is efteemed a luxury even by the Spanith nobility.
Of the efculent roots of Mexico, the following were the moft re-
wmarkable: 1. The xicama, called by the Mexicans catzotl, was of
. the figure and fize of an onion, folid, frefh, juicy, andof a white
colour; it was always eat raw. 2. The camote, is another, very -
~eommen in the country, of which there are three forts, white, yel-
low, and purple : they eat beft when Soiled. 3. The cacomite, is
the root of a plant which has a beautiful flower called the tyger
- flower, with three red pom’ted petals, the middle part mixed with
white ‘and yellow, fomewhat refembling the fpots of the creature
- wheénceit takes its name. 4. The huacamote, is the root of a kind of
Caffava plant, and is likewife boiled. 5. The papa, a roet tranf-
planted into Europe, and greatly valued in Ireland, was brought
from South-America into Mexico. Befides all which they have a
number of kitchen vegetables lmported from the - Canaries, Spain,
and other countries of Europe. ~ The American alo€ is very fimilar
to the real one, and is a plant of which the Mexicans fermerly, and
the Spaniards ftill, make great ufe.
They have a variety of palm trees. Fromthe fibres of the leaves
«of one fpecies they make “thread : the bark of “another kind, tothe -
depth of three fingers, is a mafs of mémbi'anes, of which the peor
pcople make mats: the leaves of another kmd are ufed for ornaments
in their feftivals : they are round, grofsy ‘white, and thining, hav-:-
ing the appearance of fhells heaped upon one another. A
fourth kind bears nuts called cocoas, or muts of oil. Thefe nuts
are of the fize of a nutmeg, having dn the infide a whitej*oily,
“eatable kernel, covered by a thin purple pellicle. The oil hasa
fweet fcent, but is eaﬁiy condenfed, when. it becomes a {oft mafs, as
white as fnow., _ . -
Of timber trees there are gﬁat variety, of a quelity not inferior -
to aﬁv in the world ; and as there are a variety of climates in the
country, every one produces a kind of wood peculiar to itfelf. There
are whole woods of cedars and ebonies, vaft quantities of aoallochum,
or wood of aloes 5 befides others-valuable on account of thelr werght,
durability and' hardnefs, of for their being eafily cut, phable, ofa
. /\,ﬁnc colour, or anagreeable flavour. ' There are alfo in Mexico innu-
merable trees remarkable for their fize.  Acofta mexmons a cedar,
2 . the
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the “trynk of which was fixteen fa,thoms in' circumference; and
Clavigero ‘mentions one of the lcngth of one hundred and. feven
Paris feet.  In the city of Mexico he mentions very large tablesof |
cedar made out of fiagle planks. In the valley of Atlixco is a very.
ancient " fir tree, Hollowed by lightning, the cavity of which could
conveniently hold fourteen horfemen; nay, we are informed by
" the archbithop. of ‘Toledo, that in 1770 he went to view it along
with- the archbithop of Guatimmala, at which time he caufed

- an hundred young lads to enter its cavity. Qurauthor menuom
fome other trees, of the . fpecies called ceiba, whxch for magmtude
may. be compared with this celebrated fir: ¢ The largenefs of thefe,
trees,” faysrhe, ¢ is proportioned to their prodxgxous elevation, and
they afford a moft delightful. profpect at the:time they areadomed
with new leaves and loaded with fruit, in Whu:h there is inclofed &
pamcular {pecies of fine, white, and moft delicate cotton: this might
be, afid adually has been, made into webs as foft, delicate, and,
perhaps more fo than filk ; but it is toilfome to fpin;. on account of
the fmallaefs of the threads, and the profit does not requite the la=

\‘gour, the web not being lafting. Some ufe it for pillows and mat-

‘s treffes, which have the fingular property of expanding eno:mouﬂy
when expofed to the heat of the fun. De Bomare fays, that the Afri-
cans make of the-thread of the ceiba that vegetable taffety which,

~is fo fcarce, and fo much efteemed in Europe.. The. fcarcity of
fuch cloth is not to be wondered at, confidering the difficulty of
making it. ~The ceiba, accordmg to tbzs author, is hlgher than,
all other trees yet known.” .

- Clavigero mentions a Mexican tree, the wood of whxcb wvery
valuable, b//poxfonous, and. if . incautionfly handled when frefh
cut, produces a fwelling -in the ferotum. He has forgot the name;
given to it.by. the Momcans, nor has he ever feen the tree- 1tfe1f nor. /-
been witnefs to the effect..: ' / ,

“"This country abounds alfo with aromatxc and medlcmal trees, pro- -
ducing gums,, refins; &c.. - From. one of - thefe a balfam is produced,
not in the. leaft inferior to the celebrated balfam of Mecea; ; itisof 2 /
reddifh_black. or yellowifh white, ef a fharp, bitter tafte, and of a /
firong, but moft grateful odour; it is common in the provinces of/
Panuco.-and .Chiapan, and other warm countries : the kings of -
Mexico. caufed it to. be tranfplanted into thelr celebrated garden; of
Huaxtepec, . where it fourifhed, and_was afterwards multipliex
all the neighbouring mountains, - TheIndxans, in order to@yoc

‘Vor. IV N . a /greater
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a greater quantity of this balfam, burn the branches, which afford
more than mere diftillation, though undoubtedly of an inferior qua-
fity; nor do they regard the lofs of the trees, which are very abun-
dant : the ancient Mexicans were wont to extraé it alfo by deco&ion.
The firft parcel of this balfam’ brought from Mexico to Rome was
fold at one hundred ducats per ounce, and was, ‘by te apoftolic
fee, declaréd to. be matter fit for chnfm tbouuh different from
that of Mecca, as Acofta and all other writers on this fubject ob-
ferve. An oil is likewife drawn from the fruit of -this tree fimilar
in ‘tafte and fmell to that of the bitter alfiond, but more acrimoni-
ous. From two other trees, named the huaconex-and maripenda,
~ an oil was extrafted equivalent to the balfam: the former is a
tree of .a moderite height, the wood of which is aromatic, and fo
hard, that it will keep freth for feveral years, though buried under
" the earth: the leaves are fmall and yellow, the flowers likewifé fmall
and white, and the fruit fimilar to that of thelaurel. The oil was
diftilled from the bark of the tree; after breaking it, and keeping it -
-~ three days in fpring water, and then drying it in the fun :- the leaves
* likewife afforded an agreeable oil by diftillation. “The marlpenda is
a fhrub with lanceolated leaves, the fruit of a red colour when ripe,
and refembling the grape. The oil is extra&ed by bo:lmg the branches _
-with a mixture of fome of the fruit,
- The trees producing liquid amber, the liquid ftorax of the Mexi-
cans, ‘is-of a large fize, the leaves fimilar to thofe of the maple, in-
dented, white in one part and dafk in the other, difpofed of in
threes; the fruit is thorny and round, but -polygonous, with the
the ‘furface and the angles yellow; the bark of the tree partly green
and partly tawny. By incifions’in"the trunk they :extrat that va-
luable fubftance named liquid amber, and the oil of the fame name,
whith is fiill more valuable. Liquid amber is likewife obtained
from a deco&ion of the branches, but itis mfenor o that obtamed
from the trunk, ! : : - )
: The name copalh in Mexico i 1s generic; and commcn to, al] the
reﬁns, but efpecially fignifies thofe made ufe of for' mcenfc. There.
are ten fpecies ‘of thefe -trees yielding refins of this kmd the prin-
cxpal of which is that from which the copal is got, fo well known in
. medicine and. varnifhes. A great quantity of this was made’ ufe of
by the ancient Mex1cans, and is flill ‘ufed for fimilar purpofesby
the - Spaniards. - The tecopalli, or- tepecopalh, is a refin fimilar to
.the mcenfc of Arabxa, whxch dli’als from a tre¢ of moderate fize

e ‘ e
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-that grows .in the mountains, having a fruit like an acorn, and con-

taining -the: nut " inveloped -in- a mucilage, within which there isa.

fmall kernel ufeﬁﬂ in medxcme.

The mizquitl, or mezquite, is a fpeaes of true acacia, and the ‘:;‘7"

gum diftilling from it is faid to be thetrue gum arabic: it is athorny
flrub, with branches 1rregular1y difpofed, the leaves : fmall, thin,

. and pinnated; the flowers being.like thofe. of the birch tree: the .

fruits are fiweet and eatable, containing a feed, of which the barba=
rous Chichemecas were wont -to make a kind of pafte that ferved
them for bread. The wood is exceedingly hard and heavy, and the
trees are as. c&nmon in Mexico as oaks are in Europe, partzculaﬂg
on hills in the temperate countries,

Of the elaftic gum, which is found in plenty in Mexxco, the na-
tives were in ufe to make foot-balls, which, though heavy, havea
better {pring than thofe filled with air. At prefent they varnifh
with it their hats, cloaks, boots and great coats, in a xixamier fimilar
to what 4s done in-Europe th wax, and by whlch means they are
rendered all water proof.

Clavigero lamients, that the natural hxﬁory of vegefables in

Mexico- is. very little known, and that of animals no better. The -

firft Spaniards, fays he, who gave them -names, were more fkilful
in the art of war than in the ftudy of nature. . Infteud of retaining:
the terms which would have been moft proper, they denominated
* many animals tygers, wolves, bears, dogs, Aquirrels, &c. although
they were very different in kind,” merely from fome refemblance in
the colour" of theu' fkin, their figure, or fome fimilarity in habits
-and dlfpoﬁtmn. - The quadrupeds found in Mexico at the arrival of
the Spamards, were lions, tygers, wild cats, bears, wolves, foxes,
the common ftags, white ftags, bucks, wild goats, badgers, pole-cats,

weafels, martins, fquirrels, polatucas, rabblts, hares, otters and rats. .

, All thefe animals are fuppofed to be common to both continents.
~ ‘The white' ftag, whether it be the fame fpecies of the o_ther or not
is undoubtedly common to both, and was known to the Greeks and
- Romans. 'The Mexicans call it  the king of the fiags.” M. Buﬁ'on

Jimagines the. whxte colqur of this creature to be the effe& of capti- -
vity; but Clavigero fays, that it is found wild, and of the fame

white colour, on ghé _mountains of New-Spain. In many other

points, ‘he-alfo controverts: the opinions of this celebrated naturalift, .

, who waI not allqw the hon, tyger or rabbit, to be natlves of America.
: . N 2
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T ‘ariimals wh:ch are cotbmon to-Mexico, with the dthier pﬁrts
%f - the ‘continerit, are, the Mexwanhog, 'éhcmoufet&, th&opomzm,
the armadillo, the tCChJChl, a fmall -adfifmal refembling a-dog,’ which
Wéing ‘perfedly dumb, gave otcafion 16 a report, - that the Mexican
"dogs could - not ‘bark. - The flefh’ ‘of this ‘amimal was eat'by them,
«afid was efteemied: agreeable and nanrithing food. After the conqueft

of Mexico, 'the® Spamards havmg néither large ‘cattle nor firéep, pro-

~vided'their markets with this: quadmped by which miearis the fpeciés
Hooh ‘cime to be extind, though it had been very muriterous. The
%an&-fqmtrel is very mumierons in the kmgdom of Michuacan, has
“gtedt elegance of form, and is extremely graceful in 'its’ movement ;

but it cannot be tamed, a.nd bites moﬁ funouﬂy every perfou who

: *a»pproaches it.
Befides tbefe, there are fea-lions, raccoons, and that voracious

‘anitial iained the fapir. ‘There are likewife great numbers-of mon-

%eys of ‘many different kinds, fome of which havg heads refembling
' ‘thofe- of dogs ; fome of them'are ﬂ:rong and ﬁerce, equaﬂmg a'man

in ftature when they ftand upright. ~ :

3 Among the @nimals peculiar ‘to Mexico, s one ‘named byCIa-

mgero ‘coyeto, which-appears fo have-been inaccurately deferibed by

';xatural ‘Hiftorians, fome makmg it one fpeties‘and fome another. The

tIalco;ot‘l, or tla}coyoto, is abont the fizeof a rmddimg dog, andin

Clawgeros opinion, is the: fargeft- animal that live$ under the.
_-earth. The tepexzmnt.h, or mountam-dog, “though' it is- bt of °

‘the fize ‘of a fmall dog, is fo bold that it dttacks deer, and
{omettmes Kills them. - Another animal, farger -than the two, fore-

‘going, ‘is cailed the xoloitzcuinthi; "foine of thefe ‘are no Tefs than

four “feet in length ; it has a face like 'fh‘e dog, bat tufks like the
wolf, with ere&t ears, the neck grofs, and the tail long : it is entirely
-déftitute of hair, except only the fnout, where there are fome thick
“érooked briftles: the'whole body is covered with a-fmooth, foft, ath-
‘coloured &m, {potted pa.rﬂy with Black ‘and tawny. - This Tpecies
-of ammals as well as the two former, are almoft totally extinét. A
’Lyncean academlclan, named “Giovanni Fabri,-has “endeavoured to
_ "prove, that. the xoloitzcuintliis the fame: wlt.h the wolf of Mexxco,
" “but this is denied by Clavigero.
\An animal called ocotochtli;- a kind of vnld cat, s remarkable
anore for the fabulous accourt of-it, than for any ﬁngularpropcrty
-with-which it is- really endowed. According to Dr. ‘Hernandez,

_ '«hen this creature takes any prey, it covers it with leaves, and of- |
terwards
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| OF:MEXICU, OR BEWSSFAIN, "
Aerwards nrounting omfomemghbeunn§ tree, itsbeghis. hz;whhg to- ¥
invite ‘other animals to seat’ its prep;- being - itfelf mlwrays the tafkto
eat, becaufe, the :poifon of its.tongue s fo: firong, drat if it ate Bt
the ‘prey: v@ou't%i be infected, and, other animals which eat of it would -

die. “To:thefe: muft be added a curious aminst: of “the mole' kiad, .

which is“ealed tozan, or tuza; 5 ‘it is about the fize of an Europeah
mole, but very different otherwife, * i
“'The birds are fmmmerons, and of fuch varitms: appearances am)d

" qualitiés, that Mexico has beén catled the coutitry of birds as Africa

is of quadrupeds. Though Hernatidez patfes_over a great number

of {pecxes, “he yet de%b‘e's above two hundred peculiar to the
* country. - He allows totheiengles and hawks of Mexico a fuperiority
- over thoféiof” Earope ; and the faleans of this country were for-

~merly efteeined fo excellent, that, by the defire of Phitip II. an -
hundred of them. were fent every year over to Spain. The largeft,
the moft bezutiful, and the moft valuable kind of eagles is. called
by the Mexicans itzqnavhtli, and will purfue not ‘only -the farger

- kind of birds, but quadrupeés, and even men. -

The aquatic birds are véry numerous and of great variety : ‘there
are at feaft twenty fpecies of dicks, a vaft pumber-of geefe, with
feveral kinds of herons, great tmmber of fwans, ‘quails, ‘water-rzik,
divers, king’s fithers, . pelicans, &c. The multitude. of ‘ducks is
fometimes fo-‘great, that they -cover the fields, ‘and appear at a ‘dif-
tance tike flocks of ﬁlcep. Somme of the herons and-egretsare pe-

 feQly white, fome afh-colotired ‘others hiave ‘the. ‘planiage of the

body white, while the neck, with the tops and ‘wpper partiof the
witigy; 2 ‘patt’ of the tail; are: éahv%aed Wxthabrtglnicarl& or
‘beautifal’ ‘blue. L mrga

- There ‘area great *tmmbera A lblrds valuablé on account of thur )
plumage, which wis made wfe of by the Mexicuns intheirexcd-
lent Mofaic w‘or'ks, an- et which feés now 2o-be. tothlly foft, Pea- .
‘cotks. havé Beén avried from thierold wontinent: to Mexico ; bt not
‘beig dttended o, Have “propugated’ very: Sowly. © The: birds Te-
-markable: or thieir- fong are likewife verynuiserSu’; ‘amongwhich
“that calfed the: eemzomd, by Euwpeaus the mdckmgbzrd, is the
moft remitkable]; on account of its cwmerfeMg nammﬂy the ‘notes
ofall othexsat-hears,-- EEIER T ST Sl oy v
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Mexxco, like all other American: .countrics, abounds with reptilw,
‘many -of them of an enormous fize. . The crocodiles are not lefs to
“be dreaded than thofe” of Africa or. Afia; and.there are likewife
fome of thofe monftrous ferpents met with in the Eaft-Indies and in
South-Amerxca, though:happily the fpecxes of thofe terrible creatures
feems to be nearly extin&, as they .are feldom to be found but in
fome folitary wood, or other remote place. There are great numbers.
of lizards, fome of which the people fuppofe to be poifonous ;- but
~others think this opinien ill-founded. There are feveral kinds of
-poxfonous ferpents, of which the rattle-fnake is one. The cenocoatl
is another- poifonous ferpent, and remarkable for having a luminous -
appearance in the dark ;- by which, as by the rattle in the tail of the
R former, travellers are warned to avoid it, ~ Among the harmlefs fnakes-

_is a very beautiful one about a foot in length, and of the thicknefs
‘of the little finger it appears to take great pleafure in the fociety -

of ants, infomuch _that it will ai:company_ thefe infedts upon their
‘ ei:peditions, and return with them to their ufual neft: it is called
_ both by the Mexicans and Spaniards the ¢ mother of the ants;” but
" Clavigero fuppofes, that all the attachment which the fnake fhews to
‘the ‘ant-hills proceeds from its living on the ants themfelves. The
ancient Mexicans were. wont to take delight in keeping an harmlefs -
- green fnake,- which they catched in the fields, and which, when well
fed, would grow to the length of five or fix feet. It'was generally
kept in a tub, which it never left but to reteive food from the hand
of its mafter ;- and this it would take either mounted on his thoulder
. or coiled about his legs.

The aquatic animals ag mnumerable. Clavigero mentions a
fpecies -of frogs fo_large that a fingle one will weigh a pound, and -
-which are excellent food. . Of fith proper for food, he fays, that he

-has counted: upwards of one hundred fpecies, without taking in.the .~

turtle, crab, lobfter, or any. other craftaceous animal.. .

Of flying and other minute mﬁr&s -the number is prodxg:ouﬂy
great. ‘There are a variety.of: b‘éetles ; fome of a.green colour make
a great noife-in flying, on w}ngx@ccount children are fond of ‘them,
There are: great' numbers of -fhining beetles, which.make 3 delight-
ful appearance at night, as well as the luminous flies which abound
in the countiy. There are fix kinds of bees and four kinds of. )
wafps; of which laft, one colle@s wax and honey of a very fweet
tafte : another is_called the wandering wafp, from its frequent change
. 'f abode, and in confequence of thefe changee, it is conftantly em-

>




OF MEXICO, OR NEW-SPAIN. 95
ployed intolleting materials for its habitations. There is alfoa-

black hornet with a red tail, the fting of which is fodarge and firong,.

that it will not only penetrate a fugar-cane, but even the trunk of a_
tree. The lake of Mexico abounds with a kind of fly, the eggs of

which are depofited upon the flags and rufhes in fuch quantities as
to form large maffes : thefe are colle&ted by the- fithermen, and

carried to market for fale: they are eaten by both Mexicans and.
Spaniards, and have much the fame tafte as the caviare of fith: the

Mexicans eat alfo the flies themfelves, ground and made up with falt-
petre.  There are abundance of goats in the moift places and lakes,
but the capital, though fituated upon a lake, is entirely free from
them. There are other flies which make no neife in their flight,
but caufe a violent itching by their bite, and if the part be fcratched,
an open wound is apt to enfue. The butterflies are in vaft aum-
bers, and their wings glow with colours far fuperior to thofe of
Europe ; the figures of fome of them are given by Hernandez. But
* notwithftanding its beauties and advantages, Mexico is fubje& to
the dreadful devaftations of Iocuﬁs, which fometzmes occafion the
moft deftruttive famines. - BN :
There are fome of the worms of Mexico made ufe of by the in~
habitants as food, others are poifondus. There are great numbers
of {colopendrz and {corpions, fome of the former growing to an
immenfe fize. Hernandez fays, that he has feen fome of them two
- feet long and two inches thick. The fcorplons are very, numerous,
and in the hot paits of the country their poifon is fo ftrong as to kill
" children, and give terrible pain to adults. Their fting is moft dan-
gerous during thofe hours of the day in which the fun'is-hotteft. In
the’ provmce of Michuacan  is a fingular fpecies of ant, -larger than
.the' cominon one, with a greyx(h body-and black head ; on its hinder
part is a little bag - full of 2 -a fweet fubftance, of which children are
very fond : the Mexicans fuppofe this to be a kind of honey colleGted
by the infe&; but Clavigero thinks it rather is its eggs. There is
a mifchievous- kind of tick, -which in the hot countries -abounds
~ among the grafs: from thence it eafily gets upon the clothes, and
“from them upon the fkin; there it fixes with fuch force, from the
 particdlar figure of its feet, that it can fcarcely be got off: at firft it
feems nothing but a fmall black fpeck, but-in a fhort time enlarges
to fuch a degree, from the blood which it fucks, that.it equals the
“fize of a bean, and then affumes a leaden colour. ‘Oviedo fays,
that the beﬁ ‘and fafeft method of gettmg fpeedily rid of it is by
anointing

o
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aneinting therpart with-oHl;and then feraping it with 2 kmife. : B it js.

not: fpeedily remmowtd; 2.wound is made; fimilar to that which the ni-

gera archegae makes. | Fhe.fellowing infelts were eaten by the an-
cient Mexicans.: »..The stelepitz, 3 marfh beetle, refembling in.

fhape and fize the fying beetles, haying four feet, and covered with,

_.a bard fhett.’~2.-The atopinan, a marfh grafshopper of a dark co-.

lour and great ﬁze,bexng not lefs than fix; inches long. aad two broad.

- 2. The: ahmhmt.la;, a worm- which inhabits the Mexicaa lake, four ™ -

- inches long, and. of the thicknefs of -2 -goofe quilly of-a tawny co-

© . lour on the upper part of the ‘body, aad white upon. the under part ;

it ftings with its tail, which is hard and poifonows. 4. The ocui~
liztac, a black matfh-worm, which becomes white og being. roafted.

‘Among the: gurious: productions of the animal kind to be met
with .in this country, Clavigero mentions a kind of zoo.phytes,
which he faw in. the year 1751, in: a houfei in the country, about
ten miles fmmAngelo;xoh,_ towards the fouth- eaft : -they were three
ar four inches Jong, and had four very flender feet, with two an-
- tennzy ot theic body was pothing more than the fibres of the

leaves, of the fame fhape, fize and colour, with thofe of the other,
~ leaves of the trees uypon which thefe creatures were found. Ge-
melli defcribes another kind of .thefe zoophytes which are foundm

Marilla, - -

Mexico produces. atfo Glk-worms ; and the manufa&urn of filk
might ‘be carried on. to great advantage, were it net prohibited
for fome political reafens., Befides the common filk, there is
another found in the woods, very white, foft aud ftrong. It grows,

- on the trees .in.feveral maritime places,, particularly-in dry feafons: -
unlefs: by pom"\peo;ﬂe,. hawever, this filk is not turped to any ufey
paitly from.inattention to their interefts, but ¢ chiefly” fays Clavi-
gero, “ta the obitructiens which would be thrown. in the way of
any one: who- fhould attempt a trade of that kind, We know frem
€ortes’s letters to Charles: Vo that filk ufed to be fold in the Mexican

" markets: and: fome: pictures. are ﬁ.ﬂLprefened done by tbe ancient

Mexicansipon a:paper made of filkk.,” .. .

. ‘Cochineal is one: of the- moft valuable produ&sof Mexico, and

great care is taken to rear the infed in different paris; but the

beft is that which eames fram the proyince of Mizteca: fome have
teckomed that: 'more than: two-thoufand five-hundred- bags -of eochiv
mah are. {em exery year ﬁom Mizteea to Spam,, and- t%u; trade in

RS IFCR ﬁ.-“'»'




OF MEx"xco, OR NEW-SPAIN. 9y
that arttcle camed on by the c1ty of Oaxaca is computed at two hun-
dred thoufand crewns value..

Though Mexico was originally mhab:ted by a number of different .
nations, yet all of them refembled each other pretty much, not only
in charater, but in external appearance. ¢ They generally rather
~ exceed;” fays Clavigero, « than fall under the mid¥le fize, and are

well-proportioned in all their limbs : they have good complexions,
narrow forebeads, black eyes, clean, firm, white #nd regular teeth ;
 thick, black; coarfe, gloffy hair; thin beards, ‘and generally no hair
upon their legs, thighs and arms, their fkin being of an olive co:
lour. There is fcarcely a nation on earth in which there are fewer
perfons deformed : and it would be more difficalt_to’find a fingle
hump-bacﬁed lame or fqumt-eyed man’ among a thoufand Mexicans,
than among an hundred of any other nation. The ‘unpléafantnefs of
their colour, the fmallnefs of their foreheads, the thinnefs of their
beards, and the .coarfenefs of their hair, are fo far compenfated by
the regularity and fine proportion of their limbs, thut they caii
neither be called very beautlful nor the contrary, -but feeg: to hold
.a middle place between the extremesa their appearance peither en- -
gages nor difgufts; but among the young women of Mexico there .
are many very beautiful and fair, whofe beauty is at the fame time
rendered more winning by the natural {weetnefs of thexr jmanner of
fpeaking, and by the pleafantnefs and natural mode{‘y of their whole ~
behaviour. - Their fenfes are very acute, efpecially that of fighs,

i vhich they enjoy unimpaired to the lateft age. - Their conftitutions

are found and their health rebuft: they- are entirely free of many
diforders which afé common among the Spaniards ; but of ‘the epi-

demical difeafes towhich their country is, occafionally fubjeét they <™~

are generally the™vi&tims : with them thefe difeafes begin, and with
them they -end: One hever perceives in a Mexican that ftinking. -
breath which is occafioned in other peoplé by the corruption of the
humours_or. mdtgeﬁzou their conttitutions are ph!evmat'c ; but thé
pituitous evacuauons from their heads are very fcanty, and they fel:
dom {pit. They become grey-headed and bald earlier than the
Spaniards ; and although moft of them die of acute difeafes, it'is -
Rot very uncommon among them to attain the age of an hundred:
They are now, and éver -have been, moderate in eating, but their.
paffion- for firong liquors is carried to the greateft excefs: formerly
they were kept within bounds by the feverity of the laws, but now
that ‘thefe liquors -are become fo com'non, and drunkegnefs is un~
Vor. 1V, =~ .0 : , purithed, |
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98 . GENERAL DESCRIPTION

punifhed, one-half of the peoplefeem to have loft their fenfes; -and
this, together with the poor manner in, which they live, expofed te -

- all the banefal impreffions of difeafe, and deftitute of the means of
corredting them, is undoubtedly the principal caufe of the havoe
-which is made amdnv them by epidemical diforders.

<« Many pexfons “allow the Mexicans. to poflfefs a great talent
of imitation, but deny them that of invention; a vulgar error,
which is. contradiéted by the ancient hiftory of that people. ~Their
qminds are affeéted by the fame variety of paffions with thofe of other
nations, but not *o an equal degree: the Mexicans feldom exhibit

" thofe tranfports of anger, or frenzies of love, which are fo common
in other countries. They are flow in their motions, and fhew a
wonderful tenacity ;and fteadinefs in thofe works which require time
and lonc-contmued attention. ‘They are moft patient of injury and
‘hardfhip, and where they fufpec no evil intention, are moit grate-
ful for any kindnefs fhewn : but fome Spaniards, who cannot dif-
tmgmﬂ) patience from infenfibility, nor diftruft from ingratitude,
fay proverbially, that the Indians are alike infenfible to injuries or
benefits. . That habitual diftruft which they entertain of all who are
not of their nation, prompts them often to lye and betray ; fo that
good faith' certainly has not been refpected among them {o much as
it deferves. They are by nature taciturn, ferious and auftere, and
fhew more anxiety to punifh crimes-than to reward virtue.-

« Generofity and perfeét difintereftednefs are the principal fea-
tures of their charader. ~ Gold, with the Mexicans, has not that
value which it enjoys elfewhere. They feem to give without re.
lu&ance what has coft them the utmoft labour to acquire. The
negleét of felfith interefts,”with the diflike which they bear to their
rulers, aid, confequently ‘their averfion to perform the tatks impofed
by them, feem e been the only grounds of that much exag.
gerated indolence with.which the Americans have been charged;
and, after all, there is no fet of people in that country who labour
more, or whofe labour 'is mare neceffary. . The refpe paid by the
young people to the old, and by children to their parents, feemto
"be feelings that are born with them. Parents are very fond of their
children ; but the affetion which, hufbands bear to their wivesis |
certainly lefs than that which wxves bear to their hufbands; and itis
very commor for the men to love their neighbour’s wives:better than

' their own. 4 ' 5 N

s S sComg




OF MEXICO, OR NEW-SPAIN, 99

-¥ Courage and cowardice feem alternately fo te affect their minds,
that it i§ often difficult to determine whether the one or the(&“her
predominates : they meet dangers with intrepidity when they proceed
from natural caufes, but are eafily terrified by the ftern look of a

Spaniard. That ftupid indifference about death and eternity, which
many authors have thought inherent in, the chara&er of every Ame-
rican, is peculiar only to thofe who are yet fo rude and uninformed
as to have no idea of a future ftate.”

Thus much with refpect to the -general charaéter of the Mexi-
cens 3 but Clawgero obferves, that ¢ the modern Mexicans are not
in all refpe&s fimilar to the ancient, as the Greeks of thefe days
have little refemblance to thofe who lived in the times of Plato and
. Pericles. The ancient Mexicans thewed more ﬁrq; and were more
fenfible to the impreffions of henour; they weré more intrepid, -
more nimble, more altive, more induftrious ; but they were at the
fame time more fuperftitions and cruel. »

The principal inhabitants ‘of Mexico,- in modern times, are Spa-
wiards fent thither by the court, to fill the pofts of government.
~They are obliged, like thofe in the mother country who afpire to
any eeelefighical, civil or military employments, to prove, that there
have befneither heretics, Jews, Mahommedans, nor any perfon
m their family who have been called before the inquifition for four
generations. Merchants who are defirous of goiifg to Mexico, as .
well as to ether parts of America, withotit becoming colonifts, are
compelled to obferve the fame forms: they are alfo obliged to fwear
that they have three hundred palms of merchandife, their own pfo-
perty, in the fleet in which they embark, and that they will not
+ carry their wives with them. On thefe abfurd conditions they be-
~come the principal agents of the European commerce with the In-
- dies. Though their ‘chgr"t‘er' is.only to continue three years, and a
little longer for countries moré remote, it is of great importance.
To them alone belongs the right of felling, as commiffioners, the
major part of the cargo. If thefe laws were obferved, the mer-
" chants ftationed in the new world would be co;:ﬁned to difpofe of
what they have received on their own account.ﬂ

The predile@tion which the admxmﬂ:ranon has for Spamards born

‘ in Europe, has reduced the Spanith Creoles to acquiefce in fubordi- - '7

nate ftations. The defcendants of the companions of Cortes, and
of thofe who came after them, being conftantly excluded from all
p!accs of honour orof truﬂ: that were any way confiderable, have feen
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the gradual decay of the power that fupported their fathers. ‘Fhehabit -
of being obliged.to bear that unjuft contempt with which tht’:y-‘hav'e
been treated, has at laft made them become really eontemptible. They
have totally loft, in the vices which originate from mdolence, from
the heat of the climate, and from. a fuperfluous enjoyment of alt
things, that firmnefs and that fort of pride which have ever charac-
terifed their nation. A barbarous luxury, fhameful pleafures, and
romantic intrigues, have enervated-all the vigour of their minds, and
fuperftition -hath completed the ruin of their virtues. ~ Blindly de-
voted to priefts too ignorant to enlighten-them by their inftructions,
too depraved to edify them by their example, and too mercenary to
attend to both thefe duties of their funéion, they have no attach.
ment to any part of their religion but that which enfeebles the mind,
and have negle@ted what- might have contributed to redify their
‘morals. _ - '
 The Meftees, who corftitute.the third order of citizens, are held
in fHID greater contempt.’ Tt s well known that the court of Ma-
drid, in order to replenifh a part of that dreadful vacancy which the
avarice and cruelty of the conquerors had occafioned, and to regain
the confidence of thofe who had éfcaped their fury, encouraged as
much as poffible the marriage of Spaniards with Indian women:
thefe alliances, which became pretty common throughout all Ame-
_ rica, were partieularly frequent in Mexico, where the women had
more underftanding and ‘were more agreeable than in ether places.
The Creoles transferred to this mixed progeny the contemptuous

flight they received from the Europeans.” Their condition, equivo-.

cal at firft, in procefs of time was fixed between the whites and the
blacks.

- Thefe blacks are not very numerous in Mexico. As the natives are
more intelligent, more robuft and more induftrious,. than thofe of
the other colonies, they have hardly introduced any Africans except
fuch. as were required either to indulge the caprice, ‘or perform the
domeftic fervice, of rich people. Thefe flaves, who are much be~
loved by. their mafters, "on whom they abfolutely depend, who pur~
chafed them at an éxtra"vagant price, and_who make them the mi-
nifters of: their- pleafures, take advantage of the high favour they

enjoy to opprefs the Mexicans: “they affume over thefe men, who. -

are called free, an. afcendancy which keeps up an implacable-Hatred
between the two nations. The law has ftudled to encourage this

averfion, by takmg effeGtual meafures to prevent all connettion be-

tween, -

~
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7 MEXICO, OR NEW-SPAIN, ¥Oor-

tween them. Negroes are prohibited from having any amorous cor-
refpondence with the Indians 3 “the men, on pain of being mutilated ;
the women, of being feverely. pﬁmﬂled. On all thefe accounts, the
Africans, who in other fettlements are enemies to Europeans, are in '
the Spanifh Indies their warm friends.
. Authority has no need of this fupport, at leaft in Mexico, where
" population is no longer what it was formerly. The firft hiftorians,
and thofe who copied them, have recorded, that the Spaniards
found there ten millions of fouls. This is fuppofed to have been
the exaggerated account of conquerors, to exalt the magnificence
of their triumph ; and it was adopted, without examination, with
* {o much the more readinefs, as it rendered them the more odious.
We need only trace with attention the progrefs of thofe ruffians who
at firft defolated thefe fine countries, in order to be convinced that
they had not fucceeded in multiplying men at Mexico and the ad-
jacent parts, but by depopulating the center of the empire; and
that -the provinces which are remote from the capital, differed in
nothing from the other deferts of South and North-America. . It is
making a great conceflion, to allow that the population of Mexico
.has only been exaggerated-one-half, for it does not now much ex-
ceed two millions.
It is generally believed, that the firft conquerors maffacred the
- Indians out of wantonnefs, and that even the priefls incited them-
to thefe alts of ferocity. Undoubtedly thefe inhuman foldiers fre-
~ quently fhed blood without even an apparent motive ; and certainly
their fanatic miffionaries did not oppofe thefe barbarities as they
ought.to have done. This was not, however, the real caufe, the
principal fource of the depopulation of Mexico; it was the work of .
a flow tyranny, and of that avarice which exaéted from its wretched
inhabitants more rigorous toil than was compatxble ‘witk their con-
ftitution and the climate.

- This oppreffion was coeval with t,he conqueﬂ‘ of the country. All
the lands were divided between the-crown, the companions of Cortes,
and the grandees or minifters who were moft in favour at the court
of Spain. The ‘Mexicans, appointed to the royal domains, were
deﬁmed to public labours, which originaily were conﬁderable. The
lot of thofe who-wefe employed on the eftates of individuals was

ftill more wretched : all groaned under a dreadful yoke ; they were . -

il fed, they had no wages glvcn them, and &mes were requu-ed
o o of
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of them, under which the moft robuft men would have fuuk thexx'
misfortunes excited the compaffion of Bartholomew de las Cafas.
This man, fo famous-in the annals of the new world, had accom-
panied his father in the firft voyage made by Columbus. The mild~
nefs and fimplicity of the Indians affeted him fo ftrongly, that he
made himfelf an ecclefiaftic, in order to devote his labours to their

_converfion; but this foon became the leaft of his attention. As he

was more a man than a prieft, he felt more for the cruelties exercifed

_againft them than for their fuperftitions. He was continually hurry-

ing from.one hemifphere to the other, in order to comfart the people
for whom he had conceived an attachment, or to foften their tyrants, -
“This condud, which made him idolized by the one, and dreaded by
the other, had not the fuccefs he expe&ed. The hope of ftriking awe,
by a charater revered among the Spaniards, determined him to ac-
cept the bifhopric of Chiapa in Mexico. When he was convinced
that this dignity was Eﬁ\in@fﬁcie;nt banier againft that avarice and
cruelty which he endeavoured to check, he absdicated it. It was then
that this courageous, firm, difinterefted man, zecufed his country
before the tribunal of the whole univerfe. In his account of the ty-
ranny of the Spaniards in America, he accufes them of having de-
ftroyed fifteen millions of the Indians. They ventired to find fault
with the acrimony of his ftile, but no one convied him of exaggera-
tion. His writings, which indicate the amiable turn of his: difpofi-
tion, and the fublimity of his fentiments, have ftamped a difgrace
wpon his barbarous countrymen, which time hath not, nor mever will
efface.

The court of Madrid, awakened by the repre('entauons of the vir~
tzous Las Cafas, and by the indignation of the whole world, became
fenfible at laft, that the tyranny it permitted was repugnant to re-
ligion, to humanity, and to policy, and refolved to break the chains

- ofthe Mexicans. Their liberty was now only conftrained by the fole

eordition, that they }{hould not quit the territory where they were
fettled. This precaution owed its origin to the fear that was enter-

* tained of their going to jom the wandering fav ages to the north and

fouth of the empire. e
‘With their liberty their lands ought alfo to have been reﬁoredeto
them, but this was not done, This injuftice compelled them to work
{olely for their oppreflors. It was only decreed, that the Spaniards,
in whofe fervice they laboured, -thould ftipulate to keep them well,
and pay them to the amount of five pounds five fhillings a year. -
o : w . From .
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© From thefe profits the tribute impofed by government was fub-
traQed, together with four fhillings and four-pence half-penny for
an inftitution, which is aftonifhing the conquerors fhould have
thought of eftablifhing. This was'a fund fet apart in each commu-
nity, and appropriated to the relief of fuch Indjans as were decayed
or indifpofed, and to theu' fupport under }pﬂvate or pubhc cala-
mities.

The diftribution o; thls fund was committed to their caciques.
Thele were not the defcendants of thofe whom they found in the
country at the time of the conqueft. The Spaniards chofe theus
from among thofe Indians who appeared the ot attached” to theis
interefts, and were under no apprehenfion at making thefe dignities
hereditary.  Their authority was limited to the fupporting the
police in their diftri®, which in general extended eight or ten
leagues, to the colleting ‘the tribute of thofe Indians who la-
boured on their own éccounr, that of the others being ftopt by the
mafters whom they ferved, and to the preventing their flight by
Leeping them always under their infpection, and not fuffering them
to contra& any engagement without their confent. As a reward of
their fervices, thefe magiftrates obtained from government a pro-
perty. They were permitted to take out of the common ftock two-
pence half-penny aanually, for every Indian under their JurifdiGion.
At laft they were empowered to get their fields cultivated by fuch
young men 2as were not yet fubje& to the poll tax; and to employ
girls till the time of their marriage, in fuch occupations as were
adaptedto their fex, without allowing them any falary except their
maintenance. 5

Thefe inftitutions, which total]y changed the condition of the
Indians in Mexico, irritated the Spaniards to a degree not fo be
conceived. Their pride would nst fuffer them to confider the Ame-
ricans as free men, nor would their avarice permit them to pay for
labour which hitherto had coft them nothing. They employed them-
felves fucceflively, or in combination, craft, remonftrances, and vio-
lence, to effeét the fubverfion of an arrangement which fo itrongly
contradited their warmeft paffions; but their efforts were ineffec-
tual. Las Cafas had raifed up for his beloved Indians proteétors who
feconded his deﬁcn with zeal and warmth. The Mexicans themfelves -
finding a fupport, impeached their oppreffors before the tribunals,
and even the-tribunals that were either weak or in the intereft of
the court. The) cani: d theu' refolution fo far, as even unanimoufly

s - N tO
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"cumﬁani:eygﬁr}'é’—-_folidity to the regulations which had been decreed ¢
the othery” prefcribed by the laws, was gradually eftablifbed. There
longer any regular fyftem of oppreflion, but merely feveral
ofe particular vexations which a vanquithed people, who

wbued it.

Thefe clandefine acts of mjufhce did not prevent the Mex1cans
from recovering, from time to time, certain detached portions of that
immenfe*territory of which their fathers had been defpoiled. They
purchafed them of the royal domain, or of the great proprietors. It
was not their labour which enabled them to make thefe acquifitions ;
for this they were indebted to the happinefs of having difcovered,
iome of them, mines, others, treafures, which "had been con-
; cealed at the time of the conqueft. The greateft number derived

their refources from the priefis and monks, to whom they owed their
- exiftence. . s

Even thofe whg. experxenced a fortune Iefs propmous, procured
for themfelvesf By ‘the fole profits of their pay, more convenience
than they had enjoyed before they underwent a foreign yoke. We
fhould be very much deceived if we fhould judge of the ancient prof-
perity of the inhabitants of Mexico by what has been faid Ly different
writers of its emperor, its court, its capital, and the governors of its
provinces. Defpotifm had there produced thofe fatal effe@ts which it
produces every where. The whole flate was facrificed to:the ca-
prices, pleafures, and magnificence, of a fmall number of perfons.

which it caufed to be worked, and ftill greater from thofe which were
in the hands of individuals. The falt works greatly added to its re-
venue. ‘Thofe who followed agriculture, at the time of harveft paid

longed to them as their own property, or whether ‘they were only the
farmers of them. Men who lived by the. chace, fithermen, . pot«
ters, and all-mechanics, paid the fame proportion. of their induftry:
every month, Even the poor were taxed at certain fixed contribu«
. tionsy whlch thexr Iabour or their alms might put them ina condmon
to pay,” . - B ‘
" . “The Mexicans are, now lefs unhappy, Europan frsxts, cofn and
canle, have rend;md their food more wholeiémc, agreeable, and
abundant,

to refufe to work for thofe who-had treated any -of | thelr countrymen -
with injuftice. This mutual agreement, more than any other cirs

dve loft their government, can hardly“gvoxd from thofe who have

" . The gevernment drew confideraple advantages from the mines .

- a kind of a third of all the produce of the lands, whéther they be- )
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abundant. ‘Their houfes are better built, better difpofed, and-
bctrei'afumiﬂxed Shoes, drawers, fhirts, a garment of waol or cot-
ton,. a ruff, and a hat, conftitute their drefs. The dignity which it
has been agreed to annex. to thefe enjoyments, hasefade them better
economifts, and more laborious. This gafe, however, is far from
being univerfal ; it is even very uncommon in the vicinity of the
mines, towns, and great roads, where tyrancy feldom fleeps : -but we
often find it with fatisfa&tion in remote parts, where the Spaniards
are not numerous, and whe e they have in fome _meafure become

Mexicans.
The employments of this people are very varfous ; ; the moft intel-
—hgent, and thofe who are in eafy circumftances, devote themfelves to

" the moft neceffary -and moft ufeful manufadures, which are dif

perfed through the whole empire. The moft' beautiful manufac-
tures are eftablithed among the people of Tlafcal ; their old capital,
and the new one, which is called Angelos, are the center of this in-
duftry ; ‘here they manufa@ure cloth ‘that is pretty fine, calicoeg
that have an' agreeable appearance, certain flight filks, good
hats, gold lace, embroidery, lace, glaffes, and a great deal of hard-
ware.

The care of ﬂocks aﬂ“ords a maintenance to fo'ne Mexzcans, whom
fortune or nature have not called to more diftinguithed employments.
America, at the timie it was difcovered, had neither hogs, theep,
oxen, horfes, nor even any domcﬁi;_animal. Columbus carried
fome of thefe ufeful animals to St. Domingo, from whence they were -
generally difperfed, and at Mexico more than any other place : thefe
have multiplied prodigioufly. They count their horned cattle by
thoufands, whofe fkins are become an objeét - of confiderable expor-

‘tation. The horfes are degenerated, but the quality is compenfated

by the number. Hog’ s lard is here fubfituted for butter. Sheep’s

wool is dr), coatfe, and bad, as it is evcry where b..tween the
R L

e

tropics, -- < : :

The vine and olive tree have experienced the fame degeneracy ;
the cultlvatxon of them was at firft prohibited, with a view- of leav-
ing a free market for the commodities of the mother country. In

‘1706, permiffion was given to the Jefuits, and a little afterwards to

the Marquis Del Valle, a defcendant from Cortes, to cuitivate
them : the attempts have not proved fuccefsful. The trials, indeed,
that have been made,, have not been abandoned, but no perfon has"

 folicited the liberty- of following an example which did not promife
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any grcat_emolumeg;s. Other cultures have been more fuccefsful ;
cotton, fugar, filk, cocoa, tobacco, and European com, huve all
thriven in fome degree. The Spaniards are encouraged to profec{:tc
the labours which th__éfe cultures require, from the happy circumftance
of their having difcovered iron mines, which were entirély unknown
to the Mexicans, as well as jome mines of a kind of copper that is
hard enough to férve for implements of hufbandry ; all thefe articles,
however, for want of men and induftry, are merely confumed within
the country THhere is only the vanilla, indigo, and cochineal, which
make a part t of the trade of Mexico with other nations.

NEW-MEXICO.

New-Mexico is fo called, becaufe of its being difcovered later than
Old-Mexico; is bounded on the north by high mountains, beyond
which is a country alfogether unknown; by Louifiana on the eaft ;
bv New-Spair on the fouth ; and on the weft by the gulph of Cali-
fornia, and the Rio Colorado; extending, it is faid, above one hun-
dred miles from eaft to weft, and about rirte-hundred from fouth to.
' north ; but the twentieth part of the country within thefe limits is
neither cultivated nor inhabited, either by Spaniards or Indians. As
it lies in the midft of the temperate zone, the -ehmate, in general,
s very pleafant ; the fummers, though very warm, are neither -
fultry nor’ unwholefome ; and the winters, though pretty fharp,
are far from being mfuppox table, and, for the moft part, clear and
healthy.

The greateft encomiums are lavifhed on the fertility of the fonl
the richnefs of the mines, and the variety of valuable commodities
produced in this country. It is faid to be beautifully diverfified with
ficlds, meadows, rifing grounds, and rivers ; abounding with fruit
and timber trees, turquoifes, exflcralds, and other precious ftones,
mines of gdld and filver, agreat variety of wild and taﬁ)e cattle, filh
and fowls. Upon the whole, we may fafely affirm, that New-Mexico
1; -among the pleafanteft, richeft, and moft plentiful counitries ‘in
America, or any other part of the world. There are few great or
navigable rivers in it: the moft confiderable are, the Rio Solado, and
Rio del Norte, which, with feveral {maller ftresms, fall into the
gulphof Mexico. On the coait of the gulph are divers bays, ports,
and creeks, 'which might be eafily convertediato excellent harbours,
if the Spaniards were pofffled of any portion of that commercial fpirit -
which animates the other maritime nations of Europe. o
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The spaniﬂl writers tell us, that New-Mexico is inhabited by a
gf;eat‘variety of Indian nations or tribes, totally unconne@ed with
each other; but the principal are the Apaches, a brave, warlike, re-
Tfolute people, fond of liberty, and the inveterate enemies of tyranny
and oppreffion. .About the clofe of the laft century, thinking them-
felves aggrieved by the Spanifh government, they made a general
infurrection,. and did a great deal of mifchief, but were at laft obliged
to fubmit, and have fince been curbed by ftronger garrifons, Moft
of the natives are now Chriftians. When the Spaniards firft entered
this country, they found the natives welj clothed, their lands culti-
vafed, their villages neat, and their houfes built with ftone.  Their
flocks alfo were numerous, and they lived more comfortably than
moft of the other favages of America. As to religion, they were
idolaters, and worfhipped the fun and moon ; but whether they of-
fered human facrifices, we are not fufficiently informed.

As to the number of the provinces of this country, we can advance
nothing certain ; fome writers making them only five, others ten,

_fifteen, twenty, ‘and twenty-five, but adding no defcription, either of
them, or the towns contained in them, excepting the capital, Santa
Fé, which we are told ftands near the fource of the Rio del Norte,
in 36° north latitude, and about one hundred and thirty leagues from
the gulph ; that it is a well-built, handfome,rich town, and the feat
of the bithop, fuffragan of Mexico, as well as the governor of

‘the province, who is fubordinate to the viceroy of Mexico, or New-
Spain, ) .

oo CALIFORNIA,

California is the moft northerly of all the Spanifh dominionson the
continent of America, is fometimes diftinguithed by the name of
New-Albion, and the Iflas Carabiras ; but the moft ancient appella-
tiop is California, a word probably .owing to fome accident, or to
fomewords fpoken by the Indians and mifunderftood by the Spa-
niards. For along time California was thought to be an ifland, but
Father Caino, a German Jefuit, difcovered it to be a peninfula join-
ing to the coaft of New-Mexico, and the fouthern parts of America.
This peninfula extends from Cape St. Sebaftian, lying in north lati.
tude 43° 30/, to Cape St. Lucar, which lies in north latitude 22° 327,
Itis divided from New-Mexico by the gulph, or, as fome call ir, the
lake of California, or Vermillion fea, on the eaft; on the porth, by

E that part of the continent of North-America which is leaft known ; and.
on the weft and fouth, by the Pacific ocean or great South fea. The
‘ P2 ‘ . coafts,
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coafts, efpecially towards the Vermﬂhon fea, are covered with inha-
bited ‘iflands, on fome of which the Jefuits have eftablifhed fettle-
ments, fuch as St. Clement, Paxaros, St. Anne, Cedars, fo called
from the great number of thefe trees it produces, St. Jofeph, and a
multitude of others. But the iflands beft known, are three lying off °
cape St.Lucar, towards the Mexican coaft. Thefe are called Les '
Tres Marias, “ the three Maries.” They are but fmall, have good
wood and water, falt pits, and abundance of game ; therefore the
Englith and French pirates have fometimes wmtered there, when
\%wnd on cruizes in the South Seas.

As California lies altogether within the temperate zone, the na-
tives are ncither chilled with old, nor fcorched with heat;-and, io-
deed, the improvements in agriculture made by the Jefuits, afford
firong proofs of the excellency of the climate. In fome places the-
airis extremely hot and dry, and the earth wxld rugged, and bar-
ren. In a country firetching about eight hundred miles in ]ength,
there muft be 2 confiderable variation of foil and climate ; and, in-
deed, we find, from good authority, that California produces fome
of the moft beautiful lawns, as well as many of the moft inhofpitable
defarts in the univerfe. Upon the whole, although California is ra-
ther rough and ‘craggy, we are affured by the Jefuit Vinegas, and
“other good writers, that with due culture, it furnifhes every  necef-
fary and conveniency of life ; and that even where the atmofphere is
hottet, vapours rifing from the fea, and dlfperfed by pleafant ’
breezes, render it of a moderate temperature.

The peninfula of California is now ftocked with all forts of domeftic
animals known in Spam and 'VIexxco. Horfes, mules, affes, oxen,
theep, hogs, geats, and all other quadrupeds imported, thrive and
ihér_e’afe in this country. Among the native animals is a fpecies of
deer, of the fize of a young heifer, and greatly refembling it in fhape;
the head is like that of a deer, and the horns thick and crooked like
thofe of @ ram, The hoof of the animal is large, round, and cloven,
the {kin {potted, but the hair thinner, and the tail fharper than thofe-
cfa deer. Its flefh is greatly efteemed. There .is apother animal
peculiar 1o this country, larger and more bulky than a fheep, but
greatly refembling it in figure, and, likeit, covered with a fine black -
or white wool. The flefh of this animal . is nourifhing and delicious,
‘ sily for the natives, is fo abundant, that nothing moreis re-
quired than the trouble of hunting, as thefe. animals wander about’

~ in droves in the forefts and on the mountains. Father Torquemado

,d!fcrxbes
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defcribes a creature which he calls a fpecies of large bear, fomething
like a buffalo, of the fize of a fteer, and nearly of the figure of a ftag;
its hair is a quarter of a yard in length, ‘its neck long and aukward,
and on its forehead are horns branched like thofe of a ttag. . The tail
is ayard in length, and half a yard in breadth, and the hoofs cloven
- like thofe of an.ox. With regard to birds, we have but an imperfe&
account ;. only, in general, Father Venegas :ells us, that the coaft is
' plentifully ftored with peacocks, buftards, geefe, cranes, and moft
"of the birds common in other parts of the world. The quantity of
filth which refort to.thefe coafts are incredible. Saimon, turbot,
barbel, fkate, mackerel, &c. are cauOhf here with vcry little trouble ;
together with pearl oyfters, common oyfters, lobflers, and a variety -
of e*{qmﬁte thell fith. Plenty of turtle are alfo caught on the coafts.
On the South fea coafts are fome fhell fith peculiar to it, and perhaps
the moft beautiful in the world ; their luftre furpaﬂing that of the
fineft pearl, and darting their rays through a tranfparent varnith of
an elegant vivid blue, like the-lapis lazuli. The fame of California
for pearls foon drew forth great numbers of adventurers, who fearched
“every part of the gulph, and are ftill employed in that work, not-
"withftanding fafhion has greatly ditninifhed the value of this elegant
natural production. Father Torquemado obferves, that the fea of
'_Céliforuia affords very rich pearl fifheries, and that the hoftias, or
beds of oyfters, may be feen in three or four fathoms waier, almoft as
piain as if they were on the furface. \

" The extfemity of the peninfula towards cape St. Lucar is more
level, temperate, and fertile than the other parts, and confequently’
more woody. In the mote diftant parts, even to the fartheft miffions
on the eaft coaft, no large timber hath yet been difcovered. A
{pecies of manna is found in this country, which, according to
the accounts of the Jefuits, has all the fweetnefs of refined fugar
without its whitenefs. The natives ﬂxmly believe that the juice drops
from heaven. g

The Californians are well made, and . very ftrong ; they are ex- |

“. fremely puﬁllammous, inconftant, ftuptd, and-even infenfible, and

- feem deferving of the charalter given to the Indians in general. * Be~
~fore the Europeans penetrated into California, the natives had no
form of religion.. The miflionaries, indeed,. tell us many tales con-
cerning them, but they fo evidently bear the marks of forgery, as
not to be worth repeating. Each nation was then an affemblage of
feveral cottages more or lefs numerous, that were aH mutua]ly confe~

dcrated
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derated by thances, but without any chief. They were ftrangers
even to filial obedience. No kind of drefs was ufed by the men, but
the women made ufe of fome covering, and,were even fond of orna-
menting themfelves with pearls and fuch other trinkets as the country
afforded. What moftly difplayed their ingenuity was the conftruc-
tion of their fithing nets, which are faid by the Jefuits to have everr
exceeded in goodnefs thofe made in Europe; they were made by
the women, of a coarfe kind“sf ﬂax procured from fome plants which
grow there. Thexr ‘Houfes were built of branches and leaves of trees ;
nay, many of. /fhem were only inclofures of earth and ftone, raifed
half a yardﬁlgh without any covering, and even thefe-were fo fmall,
that drey could not ftretch themfelves at length in them. In winter
they ey dwelt under ground, in caves either natural or artificial.

“Ina 526, Ferdinand Cortes baving reduced and fettled Mexico,

attempted the conqueft of . California, but was obliged to return, {
. without even taking a furvey of the countiy, a report of his death é
/ having difpofed the Mexicans to general infurre&tion. Some other C
/ attempts were made by the officers of Cortes, but thefe were alfo un- a
fuccefsful, and this valuable coaft was long neglected by ‘the Spani- ﬂ
ards, who, to this day, have but one fettlement upon it. In 1593, 1
a galleon was fent to make difcoveries on the Californian fhore, but 1l
the veflel was unfortunatety lofi. Sevenyears after, the Count de = f(’
. Menteroy, then' viceroy of New-Spain, fent Sebafiian Bifcayno on - th
the fame defign with two thips and a tender, but he made no difco- th
very of importance: 1n 1684, the Marquis de Laguna, alfo viceroy w
of New-Spain, difpatched two thips with a tender to make difcove- m
ries on the lake of Cahforma he returned with an indifferent ac- Ve
count, but was among the firft that afferted that California was not fer
an ifland, which was afterwards confirmed by Father Caino; as al- ot
ready related. In 1697, the Spaniards being difcouraged by their a0
Jofles and difappointments, the Jefuits folicited and obtained permif
fion to undertake the conqueft of California. - They arrived among '
the favages with curiofities that might amufe them, corn for their |
food, and clothes for which they could not but perceive the neceffity. fer
The hatred thefe people bore the Spanifh name, could not fupport thr
: itfelf againft thefe demonftrations of benevolence. They teftified their cou
‘il . ] - .. the
] . acknowledgments as much as their want of fenfibility and their in- and
E i conftancy would permit them. Thefe faults were partly overcome by wor

the religious inftitutors, who purfued their projeét with a degree of
' warmth and refolution peculiar to the fociety.  They made them-
B 2 . ‘ felves
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felves carpenteérs, mafons, weavers, and hufbandmen ; and by thefe
means fucceeded in imparting knowledge, and in fome meafure a
taffe for the ufeful arts, to this {favage people, who have been all fuc-
ceflively formed into one body. In 1745, they compofed forty-three
. u}lages fcparated “from each other by the barrennefs of the foil and
the want of water. The inhabitants of thefe fmall villages fubfift
principally on cord’and pulfe, which they cultivate, and on the fruits
and domeftic animals of Europe, the breeding of which laft is an ob-
je& of continual attention. The Indians have each their field, and
the property of what they reap ; but fuch is their want of forefight,
that they would fquander in a day what they had gathered, if the
miffionary did not take upon himfelf to diftribute it to.them as they
fiood in need.of it. They manufaéture fome coarfe ftuffs, and the
neceffaries they are in want of are purchafed with pearls, and with wine
nearly refembling that of Madeira, which they fell to the Mexicans
and to the galleons, and which expérience hath fhown the neceflity
of prohibiting in . California. A few laws, which are very fimple,
are {ufficient to regulate this rifing ftate. In order to inforce them,
the miffionary choofes the moft intelligent- perfon of the Qi}lage, who
is empowered to whip aand imprifon, the only punifaments of which
they have any knowledge. In ali California, there are only two garri-
fons, each confifting of thirtymen, and a foldier withevery miffionary;
- thefe troops were chofen by the legiflators, though they are paid by
the government. Were the court of Madrid to pufh their intereft
with half the zeal of the Jefuits, California'might beccme-one of the
moft valuable of their acquifitions, on account of the pearls and other
valuable articles of commerce which the country contains. At pre-
fent, the little Spanifh town nedr cape St. Lucar is made ufe of for no
other purpofe than as a place of refrefhment for the Manilla ﬂlxps,
and the head refidence of the miffionaries.

GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE, &c.

The civil government of all this vaft country, included in the ge-
neral name of Mexico, is adminiftered by tribunals, called audiences,
three of which are held in Old, and two in New-Mexico. In thefe
courts the viceroy of the King of Spain prefides; his employment is
the greateft truft and power his Catholic Majefty has at his difpofal,
and is perhaps the richeft government intrufted to any fubje in the
world, The viceroy ‘coirtinues in office three years,

-The
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" The clergy are exceedingly numerous in Mexico; the priefts;
monks, and nuns, of all orders, make a fifth part of the white inha-
bitants, both here and in other parts of Spanifh America.

The city of Mexico is the oldeft in America, of which we have
any account. The Abbé Clavigero, who is our authority for the
preceding account ofthis country, dates its foundation as far back as
1325. Itis fitvated in the charming vale-of Mexico, on feveral fmall ™
iflands, in lake Tetzcuco, in north latitude 19” 26’, and 276° 34
weft longitude from Perro. This vale is furrouaded with lofty and
verdant mountains, and formerly contained no lefs than forty emi-
nent cities, befides villages and hamlets. The cify is fubje& to fre-
quent inundations, as is eafily accounted for from its local fituation,
the lake in which it ftands being the refervoir of the waters flowing

from the neighbouring mountains. :
 Concerning the ancient populanou of this city there are various

opinions. The hiftorians moft to be relied on fay, thati it was nearly
nine miles in circumference, and contained upwards of fixty thoufand
houfes, containing each from four to ten inhabitants. Some hifto.
rians reckon one hundred and twenty thoufand, and fome one hune
dred and thirty thoufand houfes. "By - late accurate enumeration,
made by the magzﬁrates and priefts, it appears that the prefent mum-
Yber of inhabitants exceeds two hundred thoufand. We may form
fome idea of its populoufnefs from the quantity of pulque * and to-
bacco which are daily confumed in it, afcertained from the cuftom-
* hovfe books, February 2 3, 1775. Every day upwards of one hundred
and ninety thoufand pounds of pulque are carriéd into the city,
which are almofi folely confumed by the Indians and Mulattoes; who
" drink this beverage.  The tax upen it amounts annually te about two
hundred and- eighty theufand crowns. The daily confumption
of tobacce is reckoned at one thoufand two hundred and fifty

C

crowass.

The greateft curiofity in the city of Mexico is their floating gar-
dens. Whea the Mexicans, about the year 1325, were fubdueéd by
the Colhuan and Tepanecan natious, and confined to the fmall
iflands in the Jake, having no land to cultivate, they twere taught by
neceffity. to form moveable gardens, which floated on. the lake. Their

# Pulque is the ufual wine or beer of the Mexicans, made of the fermented juice
of the maguel. This hquor wdl not keep but one day, aand tberefo e what is made is
daily confuined. ‘

cen-
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eenﬁru&xon is very ﬁmple. They take willows and the roots of
marth plants, and other materials which are Ilght, and twift them
together, and fo firmly unite them as to form 7 fort of platform, which
is capable of fupporting the earth of the garden. Upon this founda»(
tion they Jay the light bufhes which float oh the lake, and over-
fpread the mud and dxrt which they draw up from the bottom of the
lake. Their. regular figure is quadrangulir ; their length and breadth
various, but generally about eight rods long and three wide; and
their elevation from the furfice of the water is lefs than -2 foot.
Thefe were the firft fields thaifh’e Mexicars owned after the founda-
ﬁon of Mexico ; there they firft cultivatéd the rhaize, great pepper,
' and other plants neceffary for their {upport--From the induftry of
the people thefe fields foon became numerous. At prefent they cul-
tivate flowers and every fort of garden herbs uponthem. Every day
of the year, at fun-rife, innumerable veffels or boats, loaded with va-
rious kinds -of flowers and berbs which are cultivated in thefe gar-
" dens, are feen arriving by the canal at the great market place of
Mexico. All plants thrive in them furprifingly ; the mud of the lake
makes a very rich foil, whichTrequires no water from theclouds. In
the largeﬂ"gardens there is comimonly a little tree, and a litle hut to
thelter _the cultivator, and defeud him from the rain or the fun.
When the owner of a garden, or the Chinampa, as he is called,
withes to change his fituation, to get out of a bad neighbourhoed,
or to come hearer to his family, he gets into his little boat, and by
bis own ftrength alone, if the garden is fmall, or with the affiftance
of others, if it is large, conduts it wherever he pleafes, with the
lirtle tree and hut upon it. That part of the ifland where thefe ﬂoat—
ing gardena are, is a place of delightful recreatlon, where the fenfes
receive the higheft poffible gratification.

The buildings, which are of ftone, are convement, and the pub-

lic edifices, efpeclally the churches, are magnificent, and the cxty has
the appearance of immenfe’ wealth.

" The trade of Mexico confifts of three great ‘branches, wbtch ex-
tend over the whole world It carries on a traffic with Europe, by
La Vera Cruz, fituated on the gulph of Mexico, on the North fea ;
with the Eaft-Indies, by Acapulco on the-fouth feas, two hundred and
ten miles fouth-weft, of Mexico; and with South-America, by the.

§ fme port.  Thefe two fea ports, Vera Cruz and Acapulco, are ad-

wirably well fituated for the commereial purpofes to which they were:

pplied. Itis by. means of the formey that Mexico pours her wealth |
Voi.1V. _ QL - ever
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over the whole world, and “receives in return the numberlefs lumm"!
and neceﬂ'arxc; which Europe affords her. To this port the feet
foom Cadxz called the Flota, conﬁﬁmg of thrée men of war, as a:¢
convoy, and fourteen Jlarge merchant fhips, annually arrives about
the begmmng of November Its cargo confifts of almoft every com-
modity and .manufacture of Europe ; and.there are few nations but
have more concern in it than the Spamards, who fend “out little
except wine and oil. The profit of thefe, with the freight and com-
miffion to the merchants, and duty to the king, is all the advantage
‘which Spain derives froni" the American commerce. When all the
goods are landed and d.fpofcd of at La Vera Criz, the fleet takes in
the plate, precious ftones, and other commodities for Europe.
.Some time in May they are ready to départ. From La Vera Cruz
. they fail to the Havannah, in the ifle of Cuba, whichis the rendez-
vous where they meet the galleons, another fleet which carries on
the trade of Terra Firrha‘by Carthagena, and of Peru by Panama and
- Porto Bello. When all are colleed and providéd with a convoy
neceffary for their fafet), they fteer for Old-Spain.
. Acapulco is the fea port by which the’ coramunication is Kept up
v oetween the different parts of the Spamfh empire in America, and
_ the Eaft-Indies. About the month of Decernber, the gréat jaileon,
attended by a large ﬁ“np as a convoy, which make the only communi.
. cation between the Philippines and . Mexico, annually arrive here,
The cargoes of thefe fiips (for the convoy, though in a clandeftine
manner, likewife carries gocds) confift of all the rich commoditics
and manufattures of the eaft. At the fame time the annual thip from
Lima, the capital of Peru, comes in, and is computed to bring not
lefs than two millions of pieces of eight in filver, befides quick-
filver, and other valuable commodities, to be laid out in the pur
. chafé of the galleons cargoes. Sevetal other. fhips, from different
.- parts of Chili and-Peru, meet upon the fame occafion. A great fair,
. in which the commodities of all parts of the world are bartered for
one -another, lafts thirty days. The galleon then prepares for her
voyage, loaded with filver and fuch European goods as have been
thought neceffary. - The Spanierds, though this trade be carried on
eniirc!y through their hands, and in the very heart of their domini
. oms, afe .comparatively but {mall gainers by it. For as they allow the
Dutchy: Gseat-Bmam,md_otber_commchml ftates, to furnifh the
great—? part of the cargo ‘of the flota, fo the Spandh mhabxtantaof
the Philippinés, tainted with the jndolence which ruined their Buro
- pa
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pean anceﬁors, permit the Chmefe merchants to furnifh the greater

- part of the cargo of the galleon. Notwithftanding what has been

faid of Vera Cruz and Acapulco, the city of Mexico, the capital of
the empire, ought to be conhdered as the center-of commerce in this
part of the world ; for here the principal merchants refide, and the
areateﬂf part of the bufinefs is negociated. The Ezf-India goods
from Acapulco, and the European from Vera Cruz, alfo pafs
through this city. Hither all.the gold and filver come to be coiped,

here the king’s fifth is depofited, and here are wrought all thofe
utenfils and ornaments in plate, which are every year fent into
Europe.

The empire of Mexico was finally fubdued by Cortes, in the year
y521. Montezuma was at that time emperor of Mexico. In the
courfe of the war, he was treacheroufly taken by Cortes, and held as
a prifoner. During the. imprifonment of Montezuma, Cortes and
his army had made repeated attacks on his fubje&s, but without
fuccefs. Cortes was now detelmmed as his laft refource, to try

 what effe@ the i interpofition of Montezuma might have to foothe ‘or

overawe his fubjets, This unfortunate prince, at the mercy of the
treacherous Spaniards, and reduced to the fad *neceffity of becoming
the inftrument of his own difgrace, and of the flavery of his fubje&s,

~ advanced to the battlements in his royal robc in all the pomp in_

which he ufed to appear on folemn occafions. At fight of their
fovereign, -whom they had long been accuffomed to honour, and
almoft to revere as a god, the weapons dropped from their hands,
every tongue was filent, all bowed their heads, and many proftrated
themfelves on the ground. Montezuma addreffed them with every
argument that could mitigate their rage, or perfuade them from hofs
tilities. When he ended his difcourfe, a fullen murmur of di ifappro«
bation” ran through the crowd; to this fucceeded reproaches and
threats ; and their fury rifing in a moment, they violently poured in
whole flights of arrows and vollies of fones upon their unhappy mo-
narch, two of the arrows ftruck him in his body, which, with the
blow of a ftone on his temple, put an end to his life, Guatimozin
Jucceeded Montezuma, and maintained a vigorous oppofition againt
the affaults of Cortes ; but be, like his predeceﬂbr after a noble
defence, was forced to fubmlt, and his capital was wreﬂed from him

by Cortes and his. followers. -

——'Pheemﬁmumﬁpmardsﬁﬁcﬁfpﬁmﬁg— his arduous en-
- derprife, was at firft exceflive,” But this was quickly damped by the
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cruel dlfappomtment of thofe fangume hopes which ‘had animated -
“them amidft fo many hardfhips and dangers. Inftead of the inex.
hauitible wealth which they expe&ed from becomlug maﬁers of
Montezuma s treafures, and the ornaments of fo many temples, thcu'
rapacxoufnefs could colle&; only an mconﬁn.erable booty amidft ruins
and defolation,* Guatimogzin, aware of hxs lmpendmg fate, had
ordered what remained of the nches amaﬁ‘cd by his anceftors to be
thrown intq the lake The ‘Indian auxxllanes, while the Spamards

o were engaged in conﬂx& with the enemy, had carried off the moft

valuable part of the fpoxl The fum to be divided among the, con-
guerors was fo fmall, that many of them dxfda*qed to gccept of the
. pittance whlch fell to their fhare, and all murmured and exclaimed ;
fome againft Cortes and his confidents, whom They fufpected of
having fecretly approprlated to their own ufe a large portion of thc
riches which fhould have been brought into the common frock;
others againft Guatimozin, whom they accufed of obﬁmacy, in refu-.
f ing to difcover the place where he had hidden his treafure.
Arguments intreaties, and promlfes, were employed in order to
{oothe them, but with fo little effed, that Cortes, from folicitude to
check this growing fpmt of dlfconfent, gave way to a deed which
ftained the glory of all his great actions. Wzthout regardmg the for-
- mer dignity of Guaumozm, or feeling any reverence for thofe vir-
tues which he had difplayed, he {objetted the unhappy monarch, TYo-
_ crether w1th hlS chxcf favourite, to torture, in order to force from
tbem a dxfcovery of the royal treafures, which it was fuppofed they
bad concealed. Guatimozin bore whatever the reﬁned ctuelty of his
tormentors could infli&, with the invincible fortltude of an Amencan

" warrior. His fellow-fufferer, overcome by the vwlence of the an-

gm{h turned adejected eye towards his mafter, thch feemed to im-
'Plore his permiffion to reveal all he knew. But the high-fpirited
prince, dar rting on him a look of authority mingled WJrh fcorn,
checked hlS weaknefs, by aﬂ:mg, ¢ Am T now repofing on a bed of
“ ﬂowers He Overawed by the reproach, he perfevered in his dutifu|
{ilence, and expxred Cortes, ‘athamed of a fcene fo hornd refcued :
, the royal vx&xm from the hands’ of his torturers, and prolonged a llf';
rcfervedfor new indiguities and fufferings, = :

¥ The gold ana filver; accordmt o~€eﬂcs,—amounted_ou1; to_one hu_ndred and
twenty thoufand pefos, a fum far inferier to that w}m:h the Sy:unardk had fonncl'ljr
dmded in Mcx:co . . . .

5
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The fate of the capital, as both parties had forefeen, decided ‘that
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Indies, and fecure to the crown of Caftile all
thofe fertil¢ regions ; and the d&ive mind
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ppointed, but Mexico hath ever fince
femained in the hands of the Spaniards, - )
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VIEW OF

SOUTH-AMERICA.

; % E now enter upan the defcription: of that part of the globe,
where the human mind will be fuccéffively furprifed with the fublime
-and aftonithing works of Nature ; where rivers of amazing breadth
flow through beautiful and w1de1y-extended plains, and where lofty
mountains, whofe fummits are covered with eternal fnow, intercept
the courfe of the clouds, and hide their heads from the view of mor-

. tals. In fome parts of this extenfive region, naturehath bountifally
beftowed her- treafures, and given every thing neceffary for the con-
venience and bappinefs‘ of man. We have only to regret, that a fet of
avaricious men /ha\«e fucceffively drenched with innocent blood thefe
plams, which dre fo béautifully formed and enriched by the hand of
Nature ; and that the rod of SpaNIsH DEspoTIsM has prevented the
populauon of 2 country Wthh might have fupported millions of bes
ings in affluence. , :

P -DIVISI,ONS.'

South-America, like Africa, is an extenfive ﬁéninfula,' conne&ted
with North-America by the ifthmus of Darlen, and divided between
Spain, PorTUGAL, FxANcF., HOLLAND, and the ARORIGINES,
as follows : : - ’

Terra Flrma‘

" SpaN1sH DoMINIONS FPery,
: ? Chil,’

. \ Paraguay.
PorRTUGUESE, " . . o Brazi,
FreEncH, « « ¢ .« Cayenne,
Durcr, . ... . . Surinam,
{ Amazonia,
Patagonia,

Of thefe countries we {hall treat in theu ordery

e

.Asoxxcmzs,

SPANISH
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SPANISH DOMINIONS -
'S0 ‘Ug_TﬁH.-‘A*M_,E RICA.
TERRA FIRMA, or CAsm DEL ORO.

TERRA FIRMA is fituatedhetween 6c%and 82° weft longrmde, aud
‘the equator and 12° degrees north latitude ; its length is one thonfand
" four hundred miles, and its breadth feven hundred: it is bounded
on the north by the Atlantic ocean, (called there the North feas)
on the eaft by the Atlantic ocean and Surinam; on the fouth by
"Amazonia and Peru; and on the weft by the Pacific ocean. Jtis
divided into two grand divifions, NorT# and SoutH; thefe ae
again fubdivided into ‘provinces. -

The northern divifion coritdining, 1. DARIEN, or Terza Firaa
ProrER: 3.'CARTHAGENA: 3. St.MARTHA: 4. VENEZEUIA:
5. Comana: 6. Paria, or NEW-ANDALUSIA.

The fouthern dmﬁon -containing, 1. NEW~GRANADA. 2. Po-
" 2AYAN.

DAR.IEN, or TERRA FIRM'& PROPER.sr

- Datien is the ‘marrow ifthmus, or neck of land, that, propa'}y
fpeakmg, joins Noith and South-America together, but is generﬂly
reckoned as -part of the latter. It is bounded on the north by the
_ ‘North fea, -on the fouth by the South fea, on the eaft by the gulph
or Tivér of Dancn, and on the weit by another part of the Sgutk
~fea and ‘the province of Veragua. It Lies in the form of a bow, or
crefcent, about the-great bay of Panama in tle South fea, and is
* thrée ‘hundred miles 'in length and fixty in breadth. This province

"is not the richeft, but is -of the greateft importance to Spain, and
has been the Teéne:of mriore aions-than any other in America. - The
- 'wealth -of Peru ‘is -brought hither, and from hence exported“
“to ‘Europe. This-has inducedmany-enterprifing people to make
at&emf)ts ‘on‘Pariata, -Porto-Bello, and other towns of this provmce,
" dn- hopes of ebtaxn.ng a‘rich booty. - o
The
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“The Scotch got pofleffion of part of  this proviace in 1699, ‘and
" attempted to form an eftablifhment, which would have proved one
of the moft ufeful and important that ever was proje&ed. Of the
rife, progrefs and cataftrophe; of this welkitnagited, but ill-fated,
undertaking, Sir John Dalrymple; i the fecond volume of his Me-
moirs of Great-Britain and Ireland, has given a very interefting ac-
“count, authenticated in every particular by unqueftionable docu-
ments. The proje€tor and leader of the Darien expeditior was a
clergyman of the name of Paterfon ; who having a violent propenfity
to fee foreigm countries, he made his profefiion tife inftrument of
"indulging it, by. going to.the new weftern world; under pretence
o»_-f) converting 'thé' Indians.to the refigion of the old. fq,his courfes
there, he became acquainted with Capt. Dampier and Mr.Wafer, who
afterwards publifhed, the oqg,_l.iis Voyages and the other his Travels,
in the region where the feparation is marroweft between the At:
lantic and the South feas ; and both 6f whom, particularly the firfty
appear by their books to have been-men of confiderable obfervation.
But he got much more knowledge from men who could neither
write nor_read, by cultivating the acquainsance of fome of the old
Buccaneers, who, after furviving their glories and their crimes, ftill,
.m the extremity of age and misfortune, ;q{:btfmtéd with tranfport
| fihe eafe with which they. had paffed -and repaffed from the one fea
\ [ to the other, fometimes in hundreds together, and driving grings of
/ mules before them loaded with the plunder of friends and of foes.
/ Paterfon, having examined the places, fatisfied himfelf, that on the
| ifthmus of Darien there was a trat of country running dcrofs from the
- Atlantic to.the éoqth fea, which the Spaniéu_‘dé had pever péﬂ'cﬁgd; _
| and inhabited by a people. continually at war with them; that along -
" the coaft, on the Atlantic fide, there lay a-ftring of iflands called
the Sambaloes, uninbabited, and full of natural ftrength and forefts,
from which laft circumftance one of them. was called the ifland of
the. Pines; that the feas there:were filled with turtle; and the manatee
or fed-cow ; that mid-way between Porto.Bello and Carthagena, but
near, fifty leagues diftant from either, at a place called Adta, in the
mouth of . the river of ,Darien_,_,\théré was a natural harbour, capable
of; réceiving the greateft fleets, and defended from ftorms by other
* ‘flapds which covered the mouth of it and from enemies by a pro-
montory yhich_;omu_x_anded the paffage, and hidden focks in the paf-
fage itfelf ; that on the other fide of. the ifthmus, . andmﬂ;efzmc
srait of country, there were pataral harbours, equally -capacious .
' o ; S , . and




TERRA FIRMA, OR CASTILE DEL ORO. 12§

and well defended ; that the two feas were conneted by a ridge of
hills, which, by their height, created a temperate climate in the
midft of the moft fultry latitudes, and were fheltered by forefts, not
yet rendered damp by them, becaufe the trees grew at a diftance
from each other, having very little underwood ; that, contrary to’
the barren nature of hilly countries, the foil was of a black mould’
two or three feet deep, and producing {pontaneoutly the fine tropical’
fruits and plants, and roots and herbs; that roads could be made
with eafe along the ridge, by which mules, and even carriages,’
might pafs from the one fea to the other iu the fpace of a day; and
confequently this paffage feemed to be pointed out by the finger of
Nature, as a common center, to conneét together the trade and.inter~
courfe of the univerfe.

" Paterfon knew that thips which firetchin a ﬁraxght line from one
point to arother, and with one wind, run lefs rifks, and require
* fewer hands, than fhips which pafs through many laritudes, turn’
with many coafts, and require many winds; in evidence of which,’
veflels of feven or eight hundred tons burthen are often to be found:
in the South feas, navigated by no more than eight or ten hands,’
becaufe thefe hands have little elfe to do than fet their fails when
they begin their voyage, and to take them in when they end it; that
as foon as fifips_from Britain got fo far fouth as to reach the trade’
wind, which never “varies, that wind would carry them to Danen,
and the fame wind would carry fhips from the bay of Padama, on’
the oppoﬁte fide of the ifthmus, to the Eaft-Indies ; that as foon as
fhips coming from the Eaft-Indies to the bay of Panama got fo far’
north- as the latitude of forty degrees, to:reach the wefterly winds,’
which, about that latitude, blow almoft as regularly from the-weft
as the trade winds' do from the eaft, thefe winds would carry them,
in"the track of,/the Spanifh 'Acapulco fhips, to'the coaft of Mexico 3
from ‘whence /the land-wmd which blows for ever from the north’
to the fouth,/ would carry them along the coaft of Mexico into the
bay of Panat;ha. - So that in going from Britain, fhips would en-
counter no uncertain winds, except during their paffage fouth into’
the latitude of the trade wind : in coming from India to the bay of
Panama, no uncertain winds, except in their paffage north to the:
latitude of the wefterly winds ; and in going frem the other fide-of
the ifthmus to the eaft, no uncertain wind whatfoever.—Gold was’
feen by Paterfon in fome places of the ifthmus, and hence an ifland on:’
the Atlantic fide was called the Golden 1ﬂand, and a river on the fide
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tg the South fea was called the Golden river ; but thefe were obje&s.
which he rvegarded net at that time, becaufe far greater were in his
eye : the remaving of diftances, the drawing nations nearer to each
other; ;the prefervation -of the valuable lives of feamen, and the
faving in freight, {o important to merchants, and in time fo impor-
tant to them, and to- an animal whefe life is of fo fhort duration as
that of man. NP

. By this obfcure Scotchman, a proje& was formed to fettle, on
tbg_.; geglected fpot, a great and powerful colony ; ‘ot as other.calo~ -
fies have for the moft part been fettled, by chance,. and.unprotéected
hy the country from wheace they went; but by fyftem, upon fore-
fight, and to receive the ample protection of thofe governments to
whom he was to offer his project: and certainly no greater idea has
been formed fince the time of Columbus,

. Paterfon’s original intention was to offer his proje& to England,
as the country which had moft intereft in it, not only frem the benefit
commoa to all nations, of thortening the length of voyages to the
Eaft-Indies, but by the effe&t which it would have had to conne&
the interefts of her European, Weft-Indian, American, African and
Eaft-Jndian trade. But Paterfon having few acquaintance, and no
prote&ion jn London, thought of drawing the public eye upon
him, and ingratiating himfelf with mopied men and with great men,
by affifting them to model a projeét, which was at that time in em-
bryo, for ereing the Bank of England. But that happened to him
which has happened to many in his fituation ; the perfons to whom
he applied made ufe of his jdeas, took the homour of them to
themfelves, were-civil to him for a while, and négle&ed him after-
. wards. "-He therefore communicated his project of a colony only to
a.few perfons in London, and thefe few difcouraged him. -

He next made offer of his project to the Dutch, the Hamburghers,
- and the €leGor of Brandenburgh; becaufe, by means of the paflage

- of the Rhine and Elbe. through their ftates, he thought, that the
great additional quantities of Eafi-Indian and American geods,
which his colony would bring into Europe, would be diftributed
_through Germany. The Dutch and-Hamburgh merchants, who had
- moft-intereft in the fubje& of - his vifit, heard him with indifference :

- ‘the-ele@or, who had very little intereft in it, rccmved hirp with ho-
nour-and kindnefs. But court arts and. falfe reports loft him even

that prince’s favour.
Paierfons
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rv'-Patel;fon, on his return to London, formed a frieﬁdﬂxip with Mz,
Fletcher of Salton, whofe mind was inflamed with the love of public
good, and all of whofe ideas te procure it had a fublimity in them.

Fletcher brought Paterfon down to Scotland with hitm, prefented -

him to the Marquis of Tweedale, then minifter for Scotland ;

. and then, with that power which a vehement fpirit always poffeffes
over a diffident one, perfuaded the Marquis by arguments of public
good, and the honour which would redound to his adminiftration,
to adopt the projet. Lord Stair and Mr. Johnfton, -the two fecre-
taries of ftate, patronifed thofe abilities in Paterfon which they pof- "
{effed ini themfelves ; and the lord a({vowate, SirJames Stuart, the fame
man who had -adjufted the Prince of Oraugé’s declaration at the re-
volution, wkofe fon was married to a niece of Lord Stair, went nge-
turally along” with his connections. Thefe perfons, in June 1693,
procured a ftatute .from parliament, and afterwards a charter from
the crown in terms of it, for creating a trading company to Africa
and the new world, with power to plant colonies and build forts,
with confent of the inhabitants, in places not poﬂ'eﬂ'cd— by other
Edropean nations. .

Paterfon, now finding the ground firm: under him, and that he
was fupported/by almoft all the power and talents of his country, the
character of Fletcher, and the fanéion of an a& of parliament and
royal charter, threw his proje& boldly upon the public, and opened
a fubfcription for a company.” The frenzy of the Scotch nation to
fign the folemn league and covenant, never exceeded the rapidity
with which they ran to fubfcribe-to the Darien company. The so- _
bxhty, the gentry, | themerch:mts the pepple, the royal burghs without
the exception of one, and moft of the other public bodies, fabfcribed.
Young women threw their lirtle fortunes into the ftock; widows
fold their jointures to get the command of money for the fame pur-
‘pofe. Almoft in an inftant four hundred thoufand pownds wete fub-
feribed in Scotland, although it be now known, thit there wis not
at that time above eight hundred thoufand pounds of cafli in the
kingdom. The famous Mr. Law, then a youth, afterwards confeflfed,
that the facility ‘with' which he faw the paffion of {peculation com-
municate itfelf from all to all, fatisfied him of the poffibility of pro-
ducing the fame effe® from the fame caufe, but upon a larger fcale,
‘when the Duke of Orleans; in the year of the Miffiffippi, engaged
"him. againft his-will to turn his bank into a bubble. Paterfon’s pro-
jt& whxch had been reccived by firangers with fcars when opened

Ra to.
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lifh, _and of their confcicufnefs of the great advantages which were
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to them in pnvate, filled them with hopes when it came to them

-upon the wings of public fame: for Col. Erfkine, fon to Lord Car-

drofs, and Mr. Haldane, of Gleneagles, the one a generous branch
of a generous ftem, and the other a country gentleman of fortune
and chara&er, having been deputed to receive fubfcriptions in Eng-
land and on the continent, the Enghﬂl fubfcribed three hundred thou-
fand pounds, and the Dutch and Hamburghers two hundred thoufand

‘pounds more. :
In the mean time the Jea'oufy of trade, which has done more

- mifchief to the trade of England than all other caufes put to-

gether, 'éreated an alarm in England; and the Houfes of Lords -
and Commons, without previous inquiry and refleQtion, on the 13th
of Dgéember, 1693, concurred in a joint addrefs to the king againt
the eftablifhment of the Darien company, as detrimental to the in-
tereft of the Eaft-India company. Soon after, the Commons im-
peached fome of their own countrymen for being inftrumental in
ere¢ting the company; and alfo fome of the Scotch nation,- one of
whom was a peer, Lord Belhaven; that is to fay, they arraigned the
{ubjeéls of another country, for making ufe of the laws of their own.
Among fix hundred legiflators, not one had the happy ray-of genius
to propofe a committee of both’parliaments, to inquire into the prin-
ciples ‘and confequences ‘of the eftablithment; and if tﬁefe fhould,
upon inquiry, be found, that the benefit of it fhould be communi- -
cated, by. a participation of rights to both nations. The king’s an-
fwer was, “ That he had been ill-advifed in Scotland.” He foon
after changed his Scottifh minifters, and fent orders ta his refident
at Hamburgh to prefent a’ memorial to the fenate, in which he dif-

- _owned the company, and warned them againft all conneétions with

it. The fenate fent the memorial to the affembly of merchants, who
returned it with -the following fplrltegl anfwer: * We look upon it
as a very ftrange thing, that the King of Briain fhould offer to hin-
der us, who are a free people, to'trade with whom we pleafe ; but
are amazed-to think, that he would hinder us from joining with his
own fubje&s in Scotland, to whom he had lately given fuch large
_privileges, by fo folemin an a& of parliament.” But merchants,
‘though mighty prone to paffion, are eafily intimidated. The Dutch,
Hamburgh, and London merchants, withdrew. their fubfcriptions.
The Scotch, not difcouraged, were rather animated by this op-

preflion ; for they converted it into a proof of the envy. of the Eng- -

to
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 to flow to Scotland from the colony. The company }roceedcd to
build fix thips in Holland, from thirty-fix to fixty guns, and they
engaged twelve hundred men for the colony; among whom were
younger fons of many of the noble and moft ancient families of
Scotland, and fixty officers who had been difbanded at the peace,
who carried with them fuch of their private men generally raifed on
their own, or the eftates of their relations, as they knew to be faith-
ful and brave; and moft of thofe were Highlanders. The Scotch
parliament, on the sth of Auguft, 1698, unanimoufly addrefied the
king to fupport the company. The lord prefident, Sir Hugh Dal-
rymple, brother to Lord Stair, and head of the bench, and'the lord
advocate, Sir James Stuart, head of the bar, jointly drew memorials
to the king, able in point of argument, information and arrange-
ment: in which they defended the rights of the company upon the
principles of conftitutional and of public law. And neighbouring
nations, with a mixture of furprife and refpet, faw the pooreft
kingdom of Europe fending forth the moft gallant and the moft nu-
merous colony that had ever gone from the old to the new world.

On( the 26th of July, of the year 1698, the wkole city of Edin-
burgh poured down upon Leith to fee the colony depart, amidft the
tears, and prayers and praifes of relations and friends, and of their '
countrymen. Many feamen and foldiers, whefe fervices had been re-
fufed, becaufe more had offered themfelves than were needed, were
found hid in the fhips, and, when ordered athore, chung to the
topes and timbers, imploring to go without reward with their com-
panions. “Fwelve hundred men failed in. five ftout thips, and arrived -
at Darien in two months, with the lofs of only fifteen of their
people. At that time it was in their power, moft of whom were well
born, and all of them hardily bred, and inured to the fatigues and
dangers of the late war, to have gone from the northmoft part of

. Mexico to the fouthmoft of Chili, and to bave overturned the whole
" empire of Spain in the South feas : but modeft, refpeing their own
and their country’s character, and afraid of being accufed that they
had .plunder, and not a fettlement; in view, they began with pur-
chafing Jands from the natives, and fending meffages of amity to |
the Spanifh’ governors within their reach: and then fixed their ftas °
tion at. A&a, calling it New St. Andrew, from the name of the tu-
telar faint of Scotland, and the country itfelf New-Caledonia.” One
of the fides of the harbour being formed by a long narrow neck of
land which ran into the fca, they cut it acrofs fo as to join the ocean
A . . v and
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and the harbour.” Within this defencc they erected their fort, plar-t.: :

ing upon it fifty pieces of cannon. On the other fide of the harbour
there was a mountain a mile high, on which they placed a watch-
_houfe; which, in the rarefied air within the tropics, fo favourable
- for vifion, gave them an immenfe range of profpect to prevent all
furprife. To this place, it was obferved that the Highlanders often
:repaxred to enjoy a cool air, and to talk of their friends they had
* left behind in their hills ; friends whofe minds were as high as their
mountains. The firft pubhc a%t of the colony was to publifh a de-
claration of freedom of trade and religion to all natxons. This lumi-
nous idea originated with Paterfon.

But the Dutck ‘Eaft-India company - having -prefled the king, ia
oncrrenice with his Engli{h fubjects, to prevent the fettlement at.
Danen, orders had been fent from England to the governors-of the
Weﬁ Indian and American colonies, to iffiie proclamauonsﬁgamﬁ
‘giving affiftance, or even to hold correfpondence with the colony,
and thefe were more or lefs harfhly exprefled, according to the
tempers of the different governors. The Scotch, trufting to far
‘@ifferent treatment, and to the fupplies which they expeéted from-
thofe colonies, had not brought provifions enough with them, they
fell into difeafes from bad food-and from want of food. But the
‘more generous favages, by huutrng and ﬁfhmg for them, gave them
that relief which fellow Britons refufed.” They lingered eight
months, awaiting, but i vain, for affiftance from Scotland, and al-
moft all of them either died or quitted the fettlement. Pater{bu,
who had been the firft that entered the ﬁup at Lenh, was the laft

" who went on board at Darien. ’

During the fpace of two years, while the eftablithment of thxs co-
Jony had been in agitation; Spain had made no complaint to Eng- |
land or Scotland againtt it: the Darien council even averred in their
papers, which are in the Advocates Library, that the right of the
womnpany was debated before the king, in prefence of the Spanifh

“ambaffador, before the colony left Scotland. But now, on the 3d
of May, 1698, the Spanith ‘ambaffador at London prefented a me- -
" morial to the king, which complamed of the fettlement at Dancn x
‘an enicroachment on the rights of his mafter.
- “The Scotch, ignorant of the mlsfortunes of their tolony, but pro-
“woked at this mémorial, fent out another solony foom after of thirteer
“hundred ‘men, fo fuppbrt a0 eftablifhment which was now no mort.

'But ﬁns Taﬂ expedition, baving been- more haih‘v prepared than the
firlt,

g
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firft, was ualucky in its paffage: ‘one of the thips was loft at fea,
- many men died on fhip-board, and the rett arrived at different times,,

‘broken in their health and difpirited, when they heard the fate of
~thofe who had gone before them.—Added to the misfortunes of the

firft colony; the fecond had a misfortune peculiar to itfelf: the-
general affembly of the (ch‘urch of Scotland fent out four minifters,.
with orders “ to take charge of the fouls of the colony, and to ere&
a prefbytery, with a moderator, clerk, and record of: proceedings ;
to appoint ruling elders, deacons, overfeers of the manners of

the people, and affiftants in the exercife of church difcipline and

government, and to hold reoular kirk feffions.” Wkhen they ar-
rived, the officers and gentlemen were occupied in building boufes
for themfelves with their own hands, becaufe there was no help to
be got from others ; yet the four minifters complained grievoufly,
that the council did not order houfes to be immediately built for their
accommodation. - They had not the precaution to bring with thems~
letters of recommendation from the dire®ors at home to the councit -
abroad,  On thefe accounts, not meeting with all the attention they
expeCed from the higher, they paid court to the inferior ranks of
tie colonifts, and by that means threw divifions into the colony.

The laft party that joined the fecond colony at Drien, after it -
had been three months fettled, was Captain Campbell of Finab,
with a company of the people of his eftate, whom he had com-
manded in Flanders, and whom he' carried to Daries in his own
thip. On their arrival at New St. Andrew, they found intelligence
iiad been lately received, that a Spanifh force of fixteen hundred
men, which had been brought from the coaft of the South fea, lay

encamped at Tubucantee, waiting there tll a Spanith fquadron of - )

cleven fhips which was expeded fhould arrive, when they were:
iointly to attack the fort.. The military command was offered to
Captain Campbell, in compliment to his reputation and: to his-birth,
who was defcended from the families of Breadalbane and Athol. Im
order to prevent a joint attack, he refolved to attack firft; and
therefore, on the fecond day after his arrival, he marched with two-
hundred men to Tubucantee, before “his arrival was'known to the

_enemy, fiormed the camp in the night-time, difiipated the- Spamﬂ;
-force with much flaughter, and returned to the fort the fifth day =

but he found the Spanifh. thips before the harbosr; their troops
landed, and almoft 2il. ‘hope of help or provifion cur off; yet he ftdod
afiege near fix weeks, till aln}oﬁt all the officess wece aea_c}, the ememy:
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by their approaches had cut off his wells, and his Balls were fo far
ckpended, that he was obliged to melt the pewter difhes of the gar-
rifon into balls. The garrifon then capitulated, and obtained not
only the common honours of war and fecurity for the property of
the company, but, as if they had been conquerors, exafted hoftages
for performance of the conditions. Captain Campbell alone defired
to be excepted from the capitulation, faying, he was fure the Spa-
niards could not forgive him the mifchief which he fo lately had
done them. The brave, by their courage, often efcape that death’
' which they feem to provoke: Captain Campbell made his efcape in
his veffel, and, ftopping no where, arrived fafely at New-York, and
from thence to Scotland, where the company prefented him with a
gold medal, in which his virtue was commemorated to intlame his’
family with the love of heroic actions.’

‘A harder fate attended thofe whom Captain Campbell left a
Darien. They were fo wc__ak in their health as not to be able to
- weigh up the anchors of the Rifing Sun, one of their fhips, which
carried fixty guns; but the generous Spaniards affifted them. In-
going jout of the harbour fhe ran aground : the prey was tempting,
and to obtain it, the Spaniards had only to ftand by and look on;
‘but fhewed that mercy to the Scotch in diftrefs, which one of the
countrymen of thofe Scotch; General Elliot, returned to the pof-
terity of -the Spaniards at the end of the-late conflagration-at the
fiege of Gibraltar. The Darien thips being leaky and weakly man-
ned, were obliged in-their voyage to take fhelter in different ports
belonging to Spain and England. The Spaniards in the new world
fhewed them kindnefs; the Englifh governments fhewed them none; °
and in one place one of their fhips was feized and detained. Of
thefe enly Captain Campbell’s fhip and another fmall one wers
faved : the Royal Sun was loft on the bar of Charlefton, and of the
colony, not more than thn‘ty, faved from war, fhipwreck or dxfeafe,
ever faw their country again. -

Paterfon, who had ftood the: blow, could.net ftand the refletion
of misfortune : he was feized witha lunacy in his paffage home after
the ruin of the firft colony, but he recovered in his own county,
where his fpirit, fill ardent and unbroke, prefented a new plan to
the company, founded on the idex of King William, that England
~ thould have the joint dominion of the fetflement with Scotland.

He furvived many years in Scotland, pmed refpected, but neg-
k&cd.  After the union of the two kingdoms, he claimed reparatloW
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6f his loffés from the equivalenit-raoney givén by England to the
Darien company, but got nothing, becaufe a grant to him from a
public fund would have been only an act of humanity, not a political
job. .
: “Thus ended the colony of Darien. Men look into the works of
poets for fubje@s of fatire; but they are more often to be found in
the records of hiftory. The application of the Dut¢h to King Wils
liam againft the Darien company, affords the fureft of all proofs;
that it was the intereft of the Britifh iflands to fupport it. England,
by the imprudence of ruining that-{ettlement, loft the opportumty
of gaining and continuring to herfelf the greateft commercial empire

* that probably ever will be upon earth. Had fhe treated with Scot-

land, in the hour of the diftrefs of the company, for a joint pofleflion
of the fettlement, or adopted the union of thé kingdoms, which the
fovereign of both pfopcfed to them, that poffeflion could certainly
have been obtained. Had fhe treated with Spain to relinquifh an
imaginary - right; or at leaft to give a paffage acrofs the ifthmus,
apon receiving duties fo -high as to overbalance all the chance of
lofs by a contraband trade, fhe had probably obtained either the
one or the other. - Had fhe broke.with Spain for the fake of gaining
by force one of thofe favoérs, fhe would have loft far lefs than fhe
afterwards . did by cairying a war info that coumry for many-yearsy
to force -a. king upon the Spaniards againft their will. Even a rup-
ture with Spain for Darien, if it had proved fuccefsful, would have
knit the two nations together by the moft folid of ties, their mutuak
intereft; for the Englith muft then have depended upon Spain for
the fafety of their caravans by 1and, and the Spaniards upon England
for the fafety of their fleets by fea. Spain and England would have
been bound together as Portugal and England have long beén ; and
the Spanifh trealures have failed, under the wings of Englith nas
vies, from the Spanith main to Cadiz, in the fame manner as the
treafures of Portugal have failed under the fame prote&ion, facred
and antouched, from the Brazils to Litbon.

Panama .is the capital city of this province, where the treafures of
gold and fiiver, and the other rich merchandifes of Peru; are lodged
in mgazmes till they are fent to Eurcpe. It is fituated weﬁ Iongi-
tide 82° 15/, morth latitude 8° 57%

Wher Guzman firf touched at this place it 1514, it confiffed en-
tirely of fithermen’s huts. Orius d’Avila fettled a colony here in a
few years after, aind in 1521 it was conflituted a city by the -emperot:
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Charles V. with the proper privileges. In 1670, it was facked and
burnt by John Morgan, an Englith adventurer, who had the prece-
ding year taken Porto Pello. This misfortune induced the inhabi-
tants to remove the city to its prefent fituation, diftant about a league
from the place where it ftood before. For the greater fecurity, the
new city was inclofed by a free-fione wall, and the boufes were buile
of ftone and brick. Since that time feveral baftions have been added,
and now there is always a complete garrifon maifitained, and the walls
are mounted with large cannon. But all thefe precautions-could not
fave this city from another misfortune; it was entirely confumed by
fire in the year 1737. After this accident it was again rebuilt, in the
manner as it now ftands, with neat elegant houfes, but not magnifi-
cent. ‘The inhabitants are rather independent in their fortunes than
rich ; there are few of them opulent, and fcarce any in a ftate of po-
~ verty. As to the harbour, it is convenient, and well fecured againft
ftorms by a number of furrounding iflands, and is capable of contain-
ing the largeft fleets. Here the royal audience is feated, at which the
governor of Panama refides ; for which reafon the city is commonly -
~deemed the capital of the province.

.This place, a little while after it was founded became the capita!
of the kingdom of Terra Firma. Some hopes were at firft entertained
from the three provinces of Panama, Darien, and Veragua, which
compofed it, but this profperity vanithed inftantaneoufly. The far
vages of Darien recovered their independence, and the mines of the -
two other provinces were found to be neither fufficiently abun-
dant, nor of an alloy’ good enough to make it worth while to work
them.- Five or fix fmall boroughs, in which are feen fome Euro-
peans quite naked, and-a very fmall number of Indians who have
come to refide there, form the whole of this ftate, which the Spa-
niards are ot afhamed of honouring with the great name of king-
dom.. Tt is in general barren and unwholefome, and contributes no-
thing to trade but pearls. »
~ The pearl fithery is- carned on in the lﬂangs of the gulph. The .
greateft part of the inhabitants empléy fdch of the negroes iz
it as are good fvimmers.. Thefe flaves plunge and re—p!unge in the
fea in fearch of pearls, till thls exercxfe has exhauﬁed thexr ftrength .
or their f] [pirits.

Every negro is obhged to dehver a certam number of oyﬂers
Thofe in which there are ho' pearls, or in which the pearl isnoter
tirely formed, are not recl_coned. What he is able to find bcyon‘




ked and
e prece-
e inhabi-
a league
rity, the
ere built
n added,
the walls
ould not
umed by
t, in the
magnift-
nes than
bte of po-
ed againft
f contain-
which the

he capita!
ntertained
a, which

The fa

ines of the -

tly abun-
e to work
ome Euro-
who have
the Spa-
e of king-
ibutes no-

lph. The |

negroes in
unge in the

'éir ﬁxcngth <

| Of Oyﬁeﬁ'

] isnot €0-

find beyosd
the

tommonly

TERRA FIRMA, OR CASTILE DEL ORO. I3I

the ftipulated obligation, is confidered as his E:zdifputable property;

may fell it to whom he pieafes, but commoaly he.cedes it to his mafter
at a moderate price.

Sea mionfters, which abound more about the xﬂards where pearls
are found than on the neighbouring coafts, render this fithing dan-
gerous. Some of thefe devour the divers in an infiant. The
manta fifh, which derives its name from its figure, {urrou..ds them,
rolls them under its body, andfuffocates them. In order :o defend
themfelves againft fuch enemies, every diver is armed with z poiges
nard; the moment he perceives any of thefe voracious fifhy, fic at-
tacks them with precaution, wounds them, and drives th-m away.
Notwithftanding this, there are always fome fithermen df’ﬁro; ed, and
a great number crippled. :

The pearls of Panama are commoxzly of a very finz water.  Some
of them are even remarkable for their fize and figure ; thefe were for-
merly fold in Europe. Since art has imitated them, aad the paffion
for diamonds has entirely fuperfeded, or prodigioutiy diminifhed the
ufed of them, they have found a new mart more advantageous
than the firft, They are camied to Peru, w here they are jn great
eftimation. -

"This branch of trade has, however, mﬁmtely lefs contnbuted to
give reputanon to Panama, than the advantage which it hath Iong en-
joyed of being the mart of all the produ&ions of the 'countr;: of the
Tncas that are deftined for the old world. Thefe rickes, which are
brought hither by a f{mall fleet, were ‘carried, fome on mules,
others by the river Chagre, to Porto Bello, that is fituated on the -

sorthern coaft of the ifthmus, which feparates the two feas.

CARTHAGENA.

Carthagena is one of the moft confiderable pfoviaces in this ter-
fitory, on-accouat of the great trade carried on by the capital, for
the country itfelf is neither fertile, rich, nor populous. The capital
city, called likewife Carthagena, is fituated in weft longitude 77, and
north latitude 11’, on a fandy ifland, by moft writers called a penin-
fula; which formmg a narrow paflage on the fouth-weft, opens a
communication with that called Tierra Bemba, as far as Bocco Chica.
The ittle ifland which now jains them was formerly the entrance of
the bay, but it having been fiiled up by orders of the court, Bocca
Chica became the only entrance ; this, however, has been filled up
ﬁﬂce the attempt of Vernon and Wentworth, and the old paffage
§z2 agaig




132 GENERAL DESCRIPTION
dgain opened. On the north “fide the land is fo narrow, that before
the wali was begun, the diftange from fea to fea was only thirty-five
toifes ; but afterwards enlarging, it forms another ifland on this fide, -
fo that excepting thefe two places, the whole city is entirely fur-
rounded by falt water.” To the eaftward it has a communication, by
means of a wooden bridge, thh a large fuburb, called Xemani,
built on another ifland, which is alfo joined to the. continent bya
bridge of the fame materials. The fortifications both of the city and
fuburbs are built after the modern manner, and lined with free-ftone;
and in.time of peéce,' the garrifon confifts of ten companies, of
feventy-feven men each, befides militia, The city and fuburbs are
well laid out, the ftreets ftrait, broad, umform, and well paved.
All the houfes are built of ftone or brick, only one ﬁory high, well
contrived, neat, and furnithed with balconies and lattices of wood,

" which is more durable in that climate than iron, the latter bemgfoon
corroded by the acrimonious quality of the atmofphere The climate
is exceedmgly unhealthy. The Europeans are particularly fubject to

v@he terrible difeafe called the black vomit, which fweeps off multi-

tudes annually on the arrival of the galleons. It feldom' continues
above three or four day s, in which time the patient is either dead or
out of danger, and if he recovers, is never fub]e& to a return of the
fame diftemper. This difeafe has hxtherto foiled all the arts of the
Spam{h phyficians, as has alfo the leprofy, wh"ch is very common
here. At Canhagcna, hkemfc, that painful tumour in the legs, oc-

_cafioned by the entrance of the dracunculus, or guinea-worm, is
very common and troublefome Another diforder, pecuhar to this
country and to Peru, is occafioned by a little infeét called nigua, fo.
e\ctremely minute, as fcarce to be v1ﬁble to the naked eve. Thisin-
fet breeds in the duft, infinuates itfelf into the foles of the fegt and
the lcgs, piercing the fkin with fuch fubtlelty, that there is no being |
aware of it, beforé it has made its way to the ﬁeﬂl. If it is per-
ceived in the begmnmg, it is extradted with lxttle pain ; but having
once lodged its head, and plerced the. Ikm, thg patient muft undergo
the painof an mc1ﬁon, without which a nodus would be formed, and
a multitude of infeéts mgeudered Wthh would foon overfpread the
foot and leg. One fpec:es of the nigua is venomous, and when it
enters ;be toe, an mﬂammatory fwellmg takes place in the
gtom.

s
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St. MARTHA

St. Martha is bounded on the north, by the North fea; onthe eaft,
by Rio.de la Hache; on the fouth, by New-Granada: and on the
weft, by Carthagena. It is three hundred miles in length, and two
hundred in breadth, is a mountainous country, and the land very
high. Here begins the famous ridge of mountains called the Cordil-
leras des los Andes, which rua from north to fouth the whole length
of the continent of South-America; it is extremely hot on the fea
coaft, but cold in the internal parts, on accqunt -of the mountains ;
it abounds with the fruits proper to the climate, and there are mines
of gold and precious ftones, as alfo falt-works. The Spaniards pof-
fefs but one part of this province, in which they have built Martha
the capital. The air about the town is wholefome, and js feated
near the fea, having a harbour furrounded with high moun It
was formerly very conﬁderable when the galleons were fcnm
but is now ‘come almoft to nothing. Weft longitude 74° 11/, north
Jlatitude 11° 207,

VENEZUELA. :

The province contiguous to St. Martha on the eaft was firit vifited
by Alonfo de Ojeda, in the year 1499 ; and. the Spaniards, on their
landing there, having obferved fome huts in an Indian village built
npon piles, in order to raife them above the ftagnated water which co-
vered the plain, were led to beftow upon it the name of Venezuela,
or Little-Venice, by their ufual propenfity to find a refemblance be-

. tween what they difcovered in America, and the objeéts which were
familiar to them in Europe. They made fome attempts to fettle’
there, but with little fuccefs. The final reduétion of the province
was accomplithed by means very different from thofe to which Spain

- was indebted for its other acquifitions in the New Weorld. The am- -
bition of Charles V. often engaged him in operations of fuch variety
and extent, that his revenues were not fufficient to defray the ex-
penfe of carrrying them into execution. Among other expedients for
fupplymg the deﬁcxency of his funds, he had borrowed large fums
from the Velfers.of Augfburgh, the moft opulent merchants at that
fime in ‘Europe. By way of retribution for thefe, or in hopes
perhaps, of obtaining a fiew loan, he beftowed upon them the pro-
yince of Venezuela, to be held as an hereditary fief from the crown

o ‘ of
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of Caftile; on condition that within a hm'ited time they fhould rens
der themfelves maflers of the country, and eftablith a colony there.
Under the direétion of fuch perfons, it might have been expefted,
that a fettlement would have been eftablified on maxims very dif-
ferent from thofe of the Spa'naros, and better calculated to en-
courage fuch ufeful induftry, as mercantile proprietors r:ight have
known to be the moft certain “foukce of profperity and oplence:
but unfortunately they committed the exccution of their lan to
fome of thofe foldiers of fortune with which Germany siound ‘ed in
the fixteenth century. Thefe advenrureré, impatient o amafs
riches, that they might fpeedily abandon a ftation which they foon
difcovered to be very uncomfortable, inftead of pianting a colaay in
order to cultivate and unprove the country, wandered from diftni&
to diftri& in fearch of mines, plundering the natives with unfeeling
rapacity, or oppreffing them by the impofition of intolerable tafks.
In the courfe of a few years, their avarice and exa&tions, in compa-
nfon with which thofe of the Spaaiards were moderate, defolated
the province fo completely, that it cculd hardly afford them fub-
fiftence ; and the Velfers relinquifhed a property from which the in-
confiderate conduct of their agents left them no hope of ever de-
riving any advantage.* When the wretched remainder of the Ger-
mans deferted Venezuela, the Spaniards again took pofleflion of it;
but, notwithftanding many natural advantages, it is ‘one of their
moft languifhing and unproduétive fettlements.

PARIA axp COMANA.

Thefe provinces are bounded on the north by the North fea, on
the eaft by Surinam, on the weft by New-Granada, and on the
fouth by Guiana; its produce is various, but in relating the origin
¢ and operations of the mercantile company, in which an exclufive
right of trade with them has been vefted, we fhall hereafter have.
occafion to confider their fiate apd produ&ions in a more ample
manner,

o - NFW—GRANADA axp POPAYAN.

The provmces fometimes known as the new kmgdo;n of Granada, is
cntxre)v an inland coungry of great extent. This important & addltlon '
was-made to the domnmons of Spain about the year 1536, by Sebaftian
deBenalcazarand Gonzalo Ximenes-de Quefada; two of the braveftand

% Civedo y Bagaos Hift, de Venezucla, p. 11, &c.

moft
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-moft accomiplifhed officers employed in the conqueft of America. The
former, who commanded at that time in Quito, attacked it from the
“fouth ; the latter made his invafion from Santa Martha on the north.
As the original inhabitants of this region were farther advanced in im-
provement than any people in America but the Mexzicans and Peruvians,
they defended themfelves with great. refolution and good conduct.
The abilites and ;;erfeverance of Benalcazar and Quefada furmounted
all oppofition, though not without encountering many dangers, and
redaced the country into the form of a Spanifh province.
The provinces are fo far elevated above the level of the fea, t}vat.

though they approach almoft o the equator, the climate is remark- .

ably temperate. The feriiiity of the vallies istot inferior to thofe
of the richeft diftri®s in America, and the higher grounds yield
gold and precious fiznes of various kinds. It is not by digging into
the bowels of thz carth that this gold is fou'xd, it is mingled with
the foil near the furface, and feparated from it by repeated wafhing
with water : t':is operation is carried on whelly by negro flaves; for
though the ci il fubterranean air has been difcovered, by experience,
to be fo fai... to them, that they cannot be employed with advantage
in the desp filver mines, they are more capable of performing the
other fpocies or labour than Indians. As the natives are exempt -
from that fervice, which has wafted their race fo rapidly in other
parts of America, the country is ftill rémarkably populous. Some
diftriétsi yield gold with a profufion no lefs woniderful than in the vale
of Cineguilla, and it is often fourd in large pepitas, or grains, which
manifeft the abundance in which it is produced: On a rifing ground
near Pamplona, fingle labourers have colleCted in a day what was
equal in value to a thoufand pefos. A late. governor of Santa Fé
brought with him to Spain a lump of pure gold, eftimated to be
worth feven hundred and forty pounds fterling. ' This, which is per-
haps the largeft and fineit fpecimen ever found in the new world; is
now depofited in the royal cabiret of Madrid. But without founding
any calculation on what is rare and extraordinary, the value of the
gold ufually collected in this country, particularly in Popayan and
Choco, is of confiderable amount. Its towns are populous and
flourithing. The number of inhzbitants in almoft every part of the
" country daily increafes ; cultivation and induftry of various kinds
begin to be enconraged, and to profper ; a confiderable trade is cas-
tied on with Carthagena, the produce of the mines and other
come
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¢ommiodities being conveyed down the great river of St. Magdalet:
to. thatcity. On another quarter there is a communication Wwith the
Atlantic by the river Orinoco; but the country which ftretches
along its banks towards the eaft is little known, and'imperfedly ocs

cupied by the Spaniards.




HISTORY OF

P E R U

PERU is fituated between the equator and 2 §° fouth latitude, and
6c° and 81" weft longitude ; * its length is eighteen hundred miles,
and its breadth, according to fome authors, three hundred and
ninety, and others fix hundred § miles; but the lateft and moft au-
thentic accounts ftate it at about five hundred. It is bounded on the
north by Terra Firma, on the weft by the Pacific ocean, on the
fouth by Chili, and on the eaft by the mountains called the Andes.
The bounds of our work will not permit us to enter into the ancient
hiftory of this country before its conqueft by the Spaniards ; we can,
therefore, only in brief obferve, that the empire of Peru, at the time
it was fubdued, extended along the South fea, from the river of
Emeralds to Chili, and on the land fide to Popayan, according to
| fome geographers. It contained within its extent that famous chain
of mountains which rifes in the Terra Magellanica, and is gradually -
loft in Mexico, .in order to unite, as it fhould feem, the fouthern parts
of America with the northern.

It is now divided into three grand divifions or audiences: r.
Quito; 2. Lima, or Los RevEs; and,/g. Los Crarcos. As
to its climate, mines, foil and produce, they differ greatly in dif- -
ferent parts of the country. -

QUITO.

The extenfive -province of Quito is bounded on the north by Po-
Payas, and includes a part of that govemment, alfo by Santa Fé de

#* The compxlers of the Encvdopnedxa Britannica ftate the ﬁtuanon of Peru be-
tween 1 deg. 40 min. north, and 26! deg. 10 min. fouth latitude, and §6 and 81 de. welt
longitude, and make its length eighteen hundred and its breadth, as abeve, three bundred
and ninety miles, -

1 Guthrie, . o

Vor.1V, : , ‘ -Bogota;
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Bogota ; on the fouth by the governments of Piura and Chacw
on the eaft it extends over the whole government of Maynas and the
river of the Amazons to the meridian, which divides the Spanifli
from the Portuguefe dominions; and ‘on the weft it is bounded by
the South fea; extending, according to Antonio de Ulloa, fix hun.
dred leagues in length, and about two hundred in 1t/s greateft
breadth; but this greatly exceeds the computation of all other geo--
graphers. He however obferves, that it muft be owned a great part
of thofe valt dominions are either inhabited by nations of Indians, or
have mnot hitherto been fufficiently peopled by the Spaniards, if in-
deed ‘they had been thoroughly known; and that all the parts that.
can properly be faid to be peopled, and actually fubje&t to the Spanifh
government; are thofe intercepted by the two Cordlvlleras of the
" Andes, which, in comparifon to the extent of the country, may be
termed a ftrcet or lane, fifteen ‘leagues, or fometimes more, from
eaft to wett; to this muft be added feveral detached governmeats,
feparated by the very extenfive traéts inhabited by free Indians.
. The climate of Quito differs from all others in the fame parallel,
_fince even in the center of the torrid zone, or although under the
equinodtial, the heat is not only very tolerable, but even in fome’
places the cold is painful ; while others enjoy all the advantages of
a perpetual fpring, the fields being conftantly covered with verdure,
and enamelled with flowers of the moft lively colours. The mild-
nefs of the climate, free from the extremes of heat and cold, and
the conftant equality of the day and night, render this country,
which, from its fituation, might be thought to be parched by the
conftant heat of the fun, and fcarcely inhabitable, both pleafant and
fertile ; for Nature has here difpenfed her bleffings with fo liberal a
hand, that this country in feveral refpects furpaffes thofe of the tem-
perate zones, where the viciffitudes of winter and fummer, and the
change from heat to cold, caufe.the extremes of both to be more
fenfibly felt. However, in different parts of the country, the airis
very different; in one part are mountains of a fupendous height
and magnitude, with their fummits covered with fnow. The plais
are temperate, the valleys hot, and, according to the high or low
fituation of the country, are found all ;the variety of gradationsia
temperature poffible to be conceived between the extremes of heat
and cold.

Quito; the capltal in o°13’ fouth latxmde, and 74° 5o’ weft lon~ :

gitude from Greenwich, is fo happxly fituated, that neither heat nor
cold
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cold are troublefome, though both may be felt, in its neighbour-
hood ; and what renders this equality more dehghtful is, thatit is
conftant throughout the whole year, the difference between the fea-
fons being fcarce perceptible. Indeed the mornings are cool, the
remainder of the day warm, and the -nights of an agreeable tem-
perature.

The winds, which are pure and falubrious, blow for the moft part
from north to fouth, but never with any violence, though they fome-
times fhift their quarters, but without any regard to the feafon of
the year. Such fignal advantages refulting from the climate, foil,
and afped of this country, would be fufficient to render it the moft
enviable fpot upon earth, as it is fuppofed to be the moft elevated,
if, whilit enjoying thefe delights, the inhabitants were not harafled
by terror, and expofed to eontinual ‘danger ; for here tremendous
tempefts of thunder and lightning prevail, which are fufficient to
appal the ftouteft heart; whilft earthquakes frequently fpread uni-
verfal apprehenfions, and fometimes bury cities in ruins.

The diftinétion of winter and fummer confifts in a yery. minute
difference ; the. interval between the month of September and thofe
of April, ‘May or June, is here called the winter feafon; and the
other months compofe the fummer. In the former feafon the rain
chiefly prevails, and in the latter the inhabitants frequently enjoy
whole days of fine weather ;- but whenever the rains are difcontinued
for ahove a fortnight, the inhabitants are in the utmoft confterna-
tion, and public prayers are offered up for their return. On the
other hand, when they continue a fhort time without intermiffion,
the like fears prevail, and the churches are again crowded with fup-
plicants to obtain fine weather ; for a long drought produces dange-
fous difeafes, and a continual rain, without intervals of funfhine,
deﬂ:mys the fruits of the earth. -The city of Quito, however, en-

~ joys one peculiar advantage in being free from mufketoes and other

troublefome infeéts, fuch as fleas and venomous reptiles, except the
vigua or pique, which is a very {mall infet ﬂiaped like a flea, but
hardly vifible te the fight,

The fertility -of the foil here is incredible, for the fruits and
beauties of the feveral feafons are vifible at the fame time ; and the
curious Buropean obferves with a plealing admiration, that while
fome herbs of - the field are fading, others of the fame kind are
Tpringing up; while fome flowers lofe their beauty, others blow to.
sontinue. the enamelled profpeé = thus, when the fruits of the trees

Tz ‘have

\
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have attained their maturity, and the leaves begin to change their
colour, frefh leaves bloffom, and fruits are feen in their proper grada-
tion, in fize and ripenefs on the fame tree. The fame inceffant fertility
is confpicuous in the corn, both reaping and fowing being carried on
at the fame time; fo that the declivities of the neighbouring hills
exhibit all the beauties of the four feafons in one affemblage. “Though |
all this is generally feen, yet there is a fettled time for the grand
harveft: yet {fometimes the moft favourable feafon for fowing in one
place is a month or two after that of another, though their diftance
does not exceed three or four leagues. Thus in different {pots, and
fometimes in one and the fame, fowing and reaping are perfbrme’d
throughout the whole year, the forwardnefs or retardment naturally
arifing from the different fituations, fuch as mountains, rifing
grounds, plains and valleys ; and the temperature being different in
each, the beft times for performing the feveral operations of huibandry
muft alfo differ. :

The chirimoya is confidered as one of the moft delicious fruits in
the world; its dimenfions are various, being from one to five
_ inches in diameter; its figure is imperfeétly round, flatted towards

the ftalk, where it forms a kind of mavel, but all the other parts are
nearly circular : it is covered with a thin foft fhell, which adheres fo
clofely to the pulp as not to be feparted from it without a knife; the
outward ceat is green, variegated with prominent veins, forming
all over it a kind of net-work : the pulp is white, and'containsa
large quantity of juice refembling honey, of a. fweet tafte, mixed
with a gentle acid of a moft exquifite flavour. The feeds are formed
in feveral parts of the pulp, and dre fomcwhat flat. The tree is
high and tufted, the ftem large and round, but with fome inequali-
ties, full of elliptic leaves, terminating in a point. The bloffom
differs little from the colour of - the leaves, which is a darkifh green;
and though far frem being beautiful, “is remar kable for its incompa-
rable fragrance.

The granadilla -in its fhape refembles an hen’s egg, but is larger
the outfide of the fhell is fmooth, glofly, and of a faint carnation
colour, and the infide white and foft ;. the fhell ‘contains a vifcous
liquid fubftance full of very fmall and delicate grains, lefs hard than
thofe of the pomegranate. This ‘medullary@fubftance is feparated
from the fhell by a fine and tranfparent membrane. Its fruit hasa
delightful fweetnefs blended with acidity, very cordial and refrefhing
and fo wholefome, that there is no danger of eating to excefs,
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The frunlla, or Peruvian ftrawberry, is very different from that
of Europe in fize; for though they are here generally not above
an inch in length, they are much larger in other parts of Peru ; but
their tafte, though juicy, and not unpalatable, is not equal to thofe
in Europe. 77

The country is obferved to abound more in women than men,
which is the more }cmarkable, as thofe caufes which induce men to-
leave their countty, as travelling, eommerce, 2nd war, naturally
bring over more men from Europe than women. But there are many
families in which thereare 2 number of daughters, without one fon
among them. The women enjoy a better flate of health than the
men, which may be owing in fome meafure to the climate, but more
particularly to ihe -early intemperance. and voluptuoufnefs of the
other fex. - .

The Creoles are well made, of a proper ftature, and of a lively
and agreeable countenance. The Meftizos are alfo in general well |
made, often taller than the ordinary fize, very robuft, and have an - .
agrecable air. The Indians, both men and women, are commonly
low of ftature, though ftrong and well Proportioned ; but more na-
tural defes are to be found among them than in any of the reft.
Some are remarkably fhort, fome ideots, dumb, or biind. Their
Lair is generally thick and long, which they wear loofe on their
fhoulders ; but the Indian women plait theirs behind with a riband,

- and cut that before a listle above the eyebrows, from one ear to the s »
other. -The greateft difgrace that can be offeredte an Indian of
‘either fex is to cut off their hair ; for whatever corporal punifhment
their mafters think proper to infli¢t on them, they bear with patience; *
‘but this affront they never forgive, and accordingly the gover nment -
bas interpofed,. and "limited this punithment to the moit enormous
<rimes. The colour of the hair is generally a deep black ; it is lank,
harth, and as coarfe as that of a horfe. On the contrary, the male
Meftizos, in order to diftinguith themfelves from the Indians, cut off
their hair, but the females do not adopt that cuftom.
~ The Meftizos in general wear a blue cloth, manufa&ured in this
country ; but though they are the loweft clafs of the Spaniards, they
are very ambitious of diftinguifhing themfelves as fuch either by the
colour or fathion of the clothes they wear.

The Meftizo women affe& to drefs in the fame manner-as the Spa-
nith, thoigh they cannot equal the ladies in the richnefs of their
fuffs. The meaner fort wear no fhoes, but, like the men of the fam
rank, go barefooted,
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The drefs of the Indians confifts of white cotton drawers, whick™ -
hang down to the calf of their leg, where they are loofe, and edged )
with a lace fuitable to the ftuff. The ufe of a fhirt is fupphed bya .-
-blatk cotton frock, made in the form of-a fack, with three openings
at the bottom, one in the middle for the head, and others at the cor-
pers for the arms ; thus -coveriog their naked bodies down to their
knees: over this is a ferge cloak, with a hole in the middle for
putting the head through, and a hat made by the natives. This is
the general drefs, which they never lay afide, even while they fleep;
and they have no additional cloathing for their legs or feet. The In-
-dians, who have acquired fome fortune, paiticularly the barbers and
phiebotomifts, diftinguith themfelves from their countrymen by the
finenefs of their drawers, and by wearing a fhirt, which, though
without fleeves, has a lace four or five fingers in breadth, faftened
round like a kind of ruff or band. They are fond of filver or gold
-buckles to their fhoes, though they wear no ftockings, and inftead
of a mean ferge cloak, wear one of fine cloth, which is often adorned
‘with gold or filver lace. ’

- There are two kinds of dreffes worn by the Indlan women, made

- in the fame plain manner with thofe worn by the men in general, the
whole confifting of a. fhort pci;t“xooat and a veil of American baize,

."“But the drefs of the loweft clafs of Indian women is only a bag of the
fame make and fruff as that of the men, which they faften on their
fhoulders with two large pins; it reaches down to the calf of the leg, .
-and is faftened round the waift with a kind of girdle. Inftead of a
veil, they wear about the neck a piece of the fame coarfe ftuff, dycd
black, but their arms and legs are naked.

The people have difhes unknown in Europe, but are particularly
fond of cheefe, and have excellent butterin the neighbourhood of
Quito. Sweetmeats are very much admire:d,

Rum is commonly drank’ here by perfons of all ranks, but thei
favourite liquor is brandy, The diforders arifing from the exceffive
ufe of fpirituous liquors are chiefly feen among the Meftizos; andthe |
Tower clafs of women, both among the Creoles and the Meftizos, arc

~ aHo extremely addicted to the fame fpecies of debauchery.

Another liquor much _ufed in this country is mate, which is made
of an herb known in all thefe-parts of America by the name para-
guay, asbeing the produce of that country. Some of it is put intoa
<alabafh npped with filver, called here mate, with fugar and fomt

" culd
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eld water. After it has contiuued there fome time; the calabafh is
filled- with boiling water, and they drink the liquor through 2 pipe
fixed in the calabafh. It isalfo-ufual to fqueeze into the liquor a fimail
quantity of the juice of lemons or Seville oranges, mixed with fome
perfumes from odoriferous flowers. This is their ufual drink in the
morning fafting, and many alfo ufe it at their evening regale. The
manner of drinking it appears very indelicate, the whole company

) taking it fucceffively through the fame pipe, it being carried {everal
times round the company till all are fatisfied. This, among the Creoles,
i the higheft enjoymént ; {o that when they travel, they never fail to
carry with them a fufficient quantity of it, and till they have taken
their dofe of mate they never eat.

The vice of gamiog is here carried to an extravagant height, to
the ruin of many families, fome lofiag their ftock in trade, others
the very clothes from their backs, and afterward thofe belonging to
their wives, which they hazard, ftimuiated by the hope of recovering
their own. )
- The common people, the Indians, and even the domeftics, are
greatly addited to ftealing. * The Meftizos, though arrant cowards,
do not want audacity in this way ; for though they will not venture
to attack any one in the fireet, it is a common practice to fnatch off

. aperfon’s hat, and immediately feek their fafety in flight. This ac-
quifition is fometimes of confiderable value ; the hats worn by per-
fons of rank, and even by the wealthy citizens, when dreffed,
bcmg of white beaver, worth fifteen dollars, befide the hatband of
gold or filver lace, faftened with a gold buckle fet with dlamonds or
emeralds. ~ :

-~ InQuito, and all the towns and villages of its province, different
diale@s are fpoken, Spanith being no lefs common than the Inga, |
the language of the country. The Creoles ufe the latter as muchas the
former, but both are ‘confiderably adulterated by borrowed words or
expreflions. T'he firft language generally fpoken by children is the
Inba, for the nurfes being Indians, many cf them do not underftand
a word of Spanifh, and thus the) afterward learn a Jaroon compofed

| of both languages.

The fumptuous manner of performing the laft offices for the dead,
demonftrates how far the power of habit is capable of prevailing over

- reafon and prudence, for their oftentation is fo great in this parti-
cular, that many families of credit are ruined by prepofteroutly ea-
Seavouring to .excel others; and the people here may be faid to toil

’ © . and




TA4 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

and {cheme to lay up wealth, to enable their fucceffors to lavifh ho-
© nours upon a body infenfible of all pageantry. '

The commerce of the province of Quito is chiefly carried on by
Europeavs fettled here, and others who occafionally arrive. The ma-
pufactures of this province are only cottons, fome white and firiped
baize, and cloths, which meet with a good market at Lima, for fup-
plying the inward” provinces of Peru. The returns are made partly
in filver, and.partly in fringes made of gold and filver thread, ind
wine, brandy, oil, co;fper, tin, lead, and quickfilver. On the ar-
rival of the galleons at Carthagena, thefe traders refort thither to
purchafe European goods, which, at their return, they confign to
their correfpondents all over the province. The coafts of New-
Spain fupply this province with indigo, of which there is a very large
confumption at the manufatures, blue being univerially the colour
_-which this people adopt for their apparel. They alfo import, by
way of Guayaquila, iron and fteel, - both from Europe and the coaft
of Guatimala. ) '

The difpofition .of the Indians in the province of Quito is ex-
tremely remarkable, and they appear to have no refemblance to the
- people found there by thete who firft difcovered the country. They
at prefent poffefs a tranquillity not to be difturbed eitfier by fortunate
or unfortunate events. In their mean apparel théy are'as contented
as a prince clothed in the moft fplendid robes. They fhew the
fame difregard to ncbes and even the authority and grandeur within
their reach is fo little the object of their ambition, that to all appear-
ance it feems to be the fame to an Indian whether he be created
an -alcaide, or obliged to perform the office of a common execu-
tioner.

Their floth is fo great, that {rarcely any thing can induce them to
work. Whatever, therefore, is neceifafy to be done, is left to the
Indian women, who are much more ative; they fpin and make the
half fhirts and drawers :which form the only apparel of their huf-
bands ; they cook the. provifions, grind bagley, and brew the beer
called chica, while the hufband fits fquaiting on his hams, the ufual
pofture of the Indians, looking at his bufy wife. The only domeftic
fervice they do is to plotgh their fittle fpot of land, which is fowed
by the wife. When they are once feated on their hams, no reward
can induce them to ftir; fo that-if a traveller has loft his way, and
happens to come to one of their cottages, they charge their wivesto .

fay that they gre notat home. Should the paffenger alight and enter
2 : _ the
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fhe cottage, the Indian would il be fafe, for having no light but
what comes through a hole in-the dvor, he could not be difcovered ;
and fhould the ftranger even fee the Indian, neither entreaties nor re-
wards would prevall on him to ftir a ftep with him. ;

They are hvel‘v only in parties Cof pleafure, rejoicings, entertairi-
ments, and efpecially dancing ; but in all thefe the liquor muft circu-
late britkly,-and they continue drinking tilf they are ennrely deprived
both of fenfe and motion.

It is remarkable that the Indian women, whether maids or mar-
tied; and Indian.young men before they are of an age to contraé
matrimtony, are never guilty of this vice ; it being a maxim among
them, that drunkennefs is the privilege of none but maflers of famis
Iies who; when they are unable to take care of themfelves; have others
totake care of them.

The women prefent the chicha * to their hufbands’in calabathes;
till their fpirits are raifed; then one plays on a pipe and tabor, while
others dances  Some of the beft voices among the Jodian ‘women
fing fongs in their own language, and thofe who do not dance, fquat
down in the ufual pofture till it comes to their turn. When tired
with intemperance, they all lie down together, without regarding-
whether they be near the wife of another or their own fifter or, daugh-
ter. Thefe feftivities fomerimes continue three or four days, till the
prieft coming among them, throws away all the chieha, and difperfes
the Indians, left they flrould procure more.

Their funerals are likewife folemnifed with exceffive drinking:
The houfe is filled with jugs of chicha, for the folace of the mourn-
ersand other vifitors ; the latter even go out into the ftreets, and in-
vite all of their pation who happen to pafs by, to cemein and
drink to the honour of the deceafed. This ceremony lafts four or
five days, and fometimes more, firong lzquor being their fupreme
cjoyment,

The Indians'in the audience of Quito are faid o a& contrary to alt
other nations in their marriagés, for they never make choice of a
woman who has not. beent firft enjoyed by others, which they confi:

# This is aliquor made from maizé by the followitg procels : Thé maize, after
king foaked in weater till it begin to grow, #s dried in the fun, then parched a'little, and
tlftgromd, The flour, afier it hasbeen well kneaded, is put with watér into a large
vty and lef for two or three days toféerment. Its tafte is nearly that of the moft indif-
%ot kind of cyder. It is a refrefhing, nourifhing, and aperitive liquor, but it will
5t keep above eight dzys without furning four. 2%

Vou.1v, 14 ' e der
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der as acertain indication of her perfonal attraftions. - After a young
man has made choice of 2 woman, he afks her of her father, and hav-
ing obtained his confent, they begin to cohabit together as man and
wife, and affift the father-in-law in cultivating the land. At the end of
three or four months, and frequentlyof a year, the hufband leaves
his bride or wife, without any ceremony, and perhaps expoftulates
with his father-in-law for endeavouring to deceive him, by impofing
upon him his daughter, "whom nobody - elfe’ had thou /gluyworthv of .
making a bedfellow. But if no difguft arifes in the man on this ac.
count, or any other, after paffing three or four months in this com-
" merce, which they call amanarfe, or to habituate ones felf, they
then marry. This cuftom is fiill very common, though the whole
body of the clergy have ufed all their endeavours to put a ftop to it,
Accordingly they always abfolve them of that fin before they gue
them the nuptial benedi&ion.
It hasbeen obferved, that the dependencies of the jurifditions of
' Quito are feated between the two Cordilleras of the Andes, and thatthe
air is more or lefs cold, and the ground more or lefs fterile, accord-
ing to the height of the mountains. Thefe barren tracks ‘are called
defarts ; for though all the Cordilleris are dry, fome are much more
{o than others, and the continual fnow and frofts render fome parts of
them incapable of producing a fingle plant, and confequently they
" are uninhabitable by man or beaft. :

Some of thefe mountains, which appear to have their bafes refling
on other mountains, rife toa moft aftonifhing height, and reaching
" far abovesthe clouds, are here, although in the midft of the torrid
zone, covered with perpetual fnow. From experiments made with
a barometer 'on the meuntain  of Cotopaxi, it appeared that ifs fum-
mit was elevated fix thoufand two hundied and fifty-two yards
above the furface of the fea, fomething above three geographical
miles, which greatly exceeds the height of any other mountains i
the known world.

Cotopaxi became 2 volcano about the time when the Spaniards firft
arrived in this country. A new eruption‘happened in 1743, which
had been for fome days -preceded by a continual interior rumblisg
“noife ;- after which an aperture was made in its fummit, as alfo three
others near the middle of its declivity ; thefe parts, when the erup-
tion commenced, were buried under prodigious maffes of fow.
The ignited fubftances which were ejefted, being mingled with 2
confiderable quantity of fnow and ice, melting amidft the flames

. . o were-
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were carried down with fuch amazing rapidity, that the plain from
Callo to Latacunga was overflowed, and all the houfes, with their
wretched inhabitants, were fwept away in one general and inftantane-
ous deftru&ion. The river of Latacunga was the receptacle of this
dreadful flood, till becoming f{wollen above its banks, the torrent
rolled over the adjacent country, continuing to fiveep away houfes and
cattle, and rendered the land near the town.of the fame name as the
river, one vaft lake. Here, however, the inhabitants had fufficient
warning to fave their lives by flight, and retreated-to a more elevated
fpot at fome diftance. During three days the volcano eje&ed cinders;
while torrents of lava with melted ice and fnow poured down the
fides of the mountain, The eruption continued for feveral days
longer, accompanied with terrible roarings of the wind, ruthing
wrough the craters which had’ been opened. At length all was
quiet, and npeither fmoke nor fire were to be feen ; until in May,
1744, the flames forced a paflage through feveral “other parts
on the fides of the mountain ; fo that in clear nights the flame,
being refleted by the tranfparent ice, exhibited a very grand and
* beautiful illumination. On the 13th of November following, it
gjefted fuch prodigious quantities of fire and lava, that an in-
uadation, = equal to the. former, - foon _enfued, and the inhabi-
tnts of the town of Latacunga for fome time gave themfelves over
for loft. ’ o
The moft fouthern mountains of the Cordilleras is that of Mecas
or Sangay, whichis ofa prodiéious height, and the far greateft part
of it covered with fnow ; yet from its fummit iffues a continual fire,
attended with explofions which are plainly heard at forty leagues dif-

tace. The country adjacent to this volcano is entirely barren, be- .~

ing covered with cinders ejeted from its mouth. In this mountain
rifes the river Sangay, which being joined by the Upano, forms the
Payra, a large river which dilcharges itfelf into the Maranon.
Pichincha, though famous for its great height, is one thoufand two
hundred and feventyféight yards lower than the perpendicular height
of Cotopaxi,. and was formerly a volcano, but the mouth or crater on
one.of its fides is now covered with fand and calcined matter, fo that
atprefent neither fmoke nor fire iffues from it. When Don George
Juan and Don Antonio de Ulloa were ftationed on it for the purpofe |
of making aftronomical obfervations;’ they found the cold o the top
of this mountain extremely intenfe, ‘the wind violent, and they were
frcqu_enﬂ_y involved in fo thick a fog, or, in other words, a cloud, that
’ Ugs - . D




143 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

an objeét at fix or eight paces diftance was fcarcely difcernible. The
air grew cleer by the clouds moving nearer to the earth, and on ali
fdes furrounding the mountain to a vaft diftance, reprefenting the
{ea with the mourt2in ftandinglike an ifland in the center. When this
hippened, they heard the dreadful ‘noife of the ‘tempefts that dif-
charged themfelves on Quito and the neighbouring country. They
faw the lightning iffue from the clouds, and heard the thunder roi!
far beneath them, While the lower parts were involved in tempefis
of thunder and rain, they enjoyed a delightful ferenity ; the wind
- was abated, the fky clear, and the enlivening rays of ‘the fun mode-
rated the feverity of the cold. But when theclouds rofe, their thick-
nefs rendered refpiration difficult; foow and hail fell fontinually,
and the wind returned with all its vio]en;@e, {o that it was impoffibls
entirely to overcome the fear of being, together with their hu,
blown down the precipice on whofe edge it was built, or of beicg
‘buried in it by the conftant accumulations of ice _and fnow. Their
fears were likewife increafed by the fall of enormous fragments of
rocks. Though the fmalleft crevice vifible in their hut was ftopped,
the wind was fo piercing that it penetrated through ; and though the
hut was fmall, crowded with inhabitants, and had feveral lamps con-

ftantly burning, the cold was fo great, that each-individual was obli-
ged to have a chafing-difh of coals, and feveral men were conftantly
employed every morning to remove the fnow which fell in the night,
‘By the feverities of fuch a climate their feet were fwelled, and fo
tender, that walking was attended with extreme pain, their hands co-
vered with chilblains, and their lips fo fwelled and chopt, that every

motion in fpeaking drew blood.

" LIMA, OR LOS REYES, .

The next divifion of Peru is the audience of Lima, whichis
bounded on the north by Quito ; on the eaft, by the Cordilleras ¢
the Andes ; on the fouth, by the audience of Los Charcos ; and on
the weft, by the Pacific ocean ; it being about feven hundred and fe
yenty miles in' length from north to fouth, but of an unequ
breadth. ' - - S

The climate and foil of this country is uncommonly various; i
fome places it is exceedingly hot, in others iinfupportably cold, an
in the city of Lima, where rai never falls, it is always temperate
The feafops vary within the compafs of 2 few miles, and in
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parts of the audience, all- the viciflitudes of weather are experienced

* in twenty-four hours. It is extremely remarkable that no rains fall, or
rivers flow on the fea coafts, though the country is refrefhed by thick
fogs, and the heat abated by denfe clouds that sever condente into
fhowerss This phenomenon has drawn the attention of many natu-
ralifts, without their being able fatisfaltorily to account for it,

Spring begins towards tHe clofe of the year, that is, about the end
of November or the begxr;mng of December, when the vapours which
fill the atmofphere during the winter fubfide, and theé fun, to the
great joy of the inhabitants, again appears, and the country then be-
gins-fo revive, which, during the abfence of his rays, had continued
in a ftate of languor. This is fucceeded by fummer, which, though
hot from the perpendicular 'Gireftion of the fun’s rays, is far from
being infupportable; the heat, which, indeed, would otherwife be
exceffive, being moderated by the fouth winds, which always blow
at this feafqn, though with no great force. Winter begins at the lat-
ter end of June or the beginning of July, and contiriues tiil Novem-
ber or December, when the {outh wind begins to blow ftronger, and -
to produce a certain degree of cold, not, indeed, equal to that in the
countries where the ice and fnow are known, but fo keen that the
light dreffes are laid by, and cloth or other warm ftuffs worn. Du-
ring the winter the earth is covered with fo thick a fog, as totally to
intercept the rays of the fun ; and the winds, by blowing under the

. fhelter of the fog, retain the particles they contratted in the frozen
zone. In this feafon only the vapours diffolve into a very fmall dew,
which every where equally moiftens the easth ; by which means- all -
the hills, which during the other parts of the year offer nothing to
the fight but rocks and waltes, are clethed with .verdure and enamel- .
led with flowers of the moft beautiful colours. Thefe dews never
fall in fuch quantities as to impair the roads or incommode the tra-
veller; a very thin ftuff will not foon be wet through, but the conti-
nuance of the mifts during the whole winter, without being exhaled
by the fun, fertilizes every part of the country.

Lima is as free from tempefls as from rain, fo that thofe of the in-
habitants who have neither vifited the mountains nor travelled intofother

 patts, are abfolute ftrangers to thunder and lightning, and are there-
fore extremely terrified when they firft hear the former, or fee the
latter. But itis very remarkable, that what is here entirely unknown,

* fhould be fo common thirty leagues to the eaft of Lima ; it being no

' : 3 o farther -
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farther to the mountains, where violent rains and tempefts of thunder
and lightning are as frequent as at Quito.

But though the capital is freed from the terror of thefe tempefis,
it is -fubje&t to what is much more dreadful. Earthquakes happen
here {o frequently, that the inhabitants are under continual appre-
henfions of being, from their fuddennefs and violence, buried in the
suins of their own houfes ; yet thefe earthquakes, though fo fudder,
have their prefages, one of the principal of which is a rumbling noife
in the bowels of the earth, about a minute before the thocks are felt,
that feems to pervade all the adjacent fubterraneous part ; this is fol-
lowed by difmal howlings of the dogs, who feem to prefage the ap-
proaching danger. ‘The beafts of burden pafling the freets fiop, and
by a natural inflinét {pread open their legs, the better to fecure them-
felves from falling. On th_éfe portents the terrified inhabitants fiy
from their houfes into the fireets with fuch precipitation, that if it
happens in the night, they appear quite naked; the urgency of ihe
danger at once banifhing all fenfe of delicacy or fhame. Thus the
ftreets exhibit fuch odd and fingular figures as might afford matter of
diverfion, were it poffible to be diverted in fo terrible a moment,
This fudden concourfe is accompanied with the cries of children
waked out of their fleep, blended with the lamentations of the wo-

~ men, whofe agonifing prayers to the faints increafe the common fear
and confufion. The men are alfo too much affeted to refrain from
giving vent to their terror, fo that the whole city exhibits a dreadiul
fcene of confternation and horror.

The earthquakes that have happened at the capital are very nume-
rous. The firft fince the eftablifhment of the Spaniards was in 1582, .
but the damage was much lefs confiderable than in fome of the fuc-
ceeding. Six years after; Lima was again vifited by another earth-
quake, fo- dreadful, ‘that it is fill folemnly commemorated every
year. In 1609 another happened, which overturned many houfes.
On the 2th of November, 1630, fuch prodigious damage was done
in the city by an earthquake, that in acknowledgment of its not hav- -
1ng been entirely demolifhed, a feftival on that day-is annually cele-
brated. Twenty-four years after, on the 3d of November, the moft
ftately edifices in the city, and a great number.of houfes, were de-
ftroyed by an earthquake, but the inhabitants retiring, few of bem
perithed. Another- dreadful one happened in 1678 ; but-o )
amoft terrible was on the 28th of O&tober, 1687. It beganat fourin

the morning, and deftro ed many of the fineft _pubhc buildings and
houfes,
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houfes, in which a great number of the inhabitants perifhed; but
this was little more than a prelude to what followed, for two hours
after the fhock returned with fuch impetuous concuffions, that all
was laid in ruins, and the inhabitants felt themfelves happy in being
only fpectators of the general devaftation, by having faved their
lives, though with the lofs of all their property. During this fecond:
fhock, the fea retiring confiderably, and then returning in moun-
tainous waves, entirely overwhelmed Callao, which is at five miles-
diftance from Lima, and all the adjacent country, together with the
wiferable inhabitants.. From that time, fix earthquakes have hap-

- pened at Lima previous tothat of 1746. This laft was on the 28th of

O&ober, at half an hour after ten at night, when the concuffions be-
gan with fuch violence, that in little more than three minutes, the
greateft part, "if not all the buildings in the city, were deftroyed, bu-
rying under their ruins thofe inhabitants who had not made fufficient
hafte into the fireets and fquares, the only places of fafety. At length
the horrible effes of the firft thock ceafed, but the tranquillity was o

fhort duration, the concuffions fiviftly fucceeding each other. The
fort of Cailao aifo funk into ruins; but what it fuffered from the earth-
quake in its building was inconfiderable, when compared to the
dreadful cataftrophe which followed; for the fea, as is ufual on
fuch occafions, i'eceding toa confiderable diftance, returned in moun-
tainous waves, foaming with the violeace of the agitation, and fud-
denly buried Callao and the neighbouring country in its flood. This,
however, was not entirely effected by the firft fwell of the waves,
for the fea retiring farther, returned with ftill greater impetuofity,
and covered both the walls and other buildings of the place ; fo that
what even had efcaped the firft inundation, was totally overwhelmed
by thofe fucceeding mountainous waves. Twenty-three fhips and
veflels, greatand {mall, were then in "the harbour, nineteen of which

- were funk, and the other four, among which was a frigate named St.

Fermin, were carried by the force of the waves to a confiderable dif-
tance up the country. * This terrible inundation and earthquake ex-
tended to other parts on the coaft, and feveral towns underwent the
fame fate as the city of Lima, _where the number of perfons who pe-

“tithed within two days after it began, amounted, according to the bc-

dies found, to one thoufand three hundred, befides the maimed and
wounded, many of whem lived only a fhort time in great
forture, : : . , : :

e . The
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The cotntry of Lima enjoys gteat fertility, producing all kinds of
gréin, and a prodigious variety of fruit. Here induftry and art fup-
ply that moifture which the clouds withhold. The ancient. Incas of
Peru eaufed fmall canals to be formed, in order to conduét the waters.
of the rivers to every part of the country, The Spaniards; finding
thefe ufeful works executed to their hands, had only to keep them in
order; and by thefe are watered fpacious fields of barley, large mea-
dows; plantations, vineyards and-gardens, all.yielding uncommon
plenty. Lima differs from Quito, where the fruits of the earth have
no determined feafon, for here the harveft is gathered in, and the
trees drop their leaves in the proper feafon.

Although the fommer here is hot, 'yet venomous creatures are
unknown ; and the fame may be faid of the territory called Valles,
though here are fome.ports, as Tumbez and Piura, wiere the heat
is almoft as great as that of Guayaqull. This fingularity can there-
fore proceed from no other caufe than the natural drought of the
climate. '

The audience of Lima is divided into four bifhoprics, Truxillo,
Guamanga, Cufco and Arequipa. The diocefe of Truxillo lies to
the north of the archiepifcopal diocefe of Lima, and like all the
others is divided into feveral jurifdictions. The city of Truxillo is
feated. in 8° 6’ fouth latitude, in a pleafant fituation, though ina
{andy foil. ‘ .

In the diocefe of Guamanga is a rich quxckﬁlver mme, from which
the inhabitants of a neighbouring town procure their. whole fub-
fiftence ; the coldnefs of the air in that place checking the growth of
« all kinds of grain and fruit, fo that they are obhged to purchafe
them from their neighbours. The quickfilver mines wrought here
fupply all the filver mines in Peru with that neceffary mineral, and
notwithftanding the predigious quantities already extra&ed no di-
minution is perceived.

- Cufco, which gives name to another diocefe, is the moft anc1ent city
inPeru, being of the fame date with the empire of the Incas, and was
founded by them as the capijtal of the empire. Onthe mountain
eontiguous to the north part of the city are the ruins of a famous
fort built. by the Incas, whence it appears, that their defign wasto -
inclofe the whole mountain with ‘a prodigious wall, of fuch con-’
firu&ion as to render.its afcent abfolutely impracticable to an enemy,
in order to prevent all approach to the city. This wall was entirely

of freeftone, and ftrongly buiit, fome of the ftones being of a pro-
digious
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digious magnitude. The cxty of Cuﬁ:o is nearly equai to that of
Lima.

- In"this bifhopric are fever’d mines of go!d and filver that are ex-
gremely rich.

The fourth diocefe of the audience of lea is Areqmpa, which
contains the city of ‘the fame name, one of the largeft in all Pera:.
it is dehgbtfully feated in a plin, the houfes are well-built of ftone;
“and are generally lofty, commodious, finely decorated on the out-’
fide, and neatly’ furnithed within. The temperature of the air is’
extremely agreeable, the cold ‘being never exceffive, nor the heat
troublefome, fo that the fields are always clothed with verdure, and’
" enamelled ‘with flowers, as in a perpetual fpring. But thefe advan-
tges are allayed by its being frequently expofed to dreadful earth-
- quakes, for by thefe convulfions of Nature it has been four times
kaid in roins. The city is, however, very populous, and amOng its
inhabitants are many noble families. o o

In this bifhopric are feveral gold and filver mines, and in fome
parts are large vineyards, from which confiderable quantities of
wine and brandy are made. Among the other productions is Guinea
pepper, in which the jurifdiion of Africa in this diocefe casries on
a very advantageous trade, the annual produce of thefe plantations
bringing in no lefs than fixty thoufand dollars per annum. The
pods of this pepper are about a quarter of a yard in length, and
when gathered are dried in the fun and packed up in bags of ‘ruthes,
each bag containing an aroba or a quarter of a- hu\x;dred weight; and
thus they are exported to all parts. Other places of. this jurifdiction
are famous for vaft quantities of large and excellent lives, far ex-
ceeding the fineft produced in Europe, they bemg near(izhc fize of

a hen segg.

) LOS‘CHARCOS. :

The audience of Charcos, the laft divifion of Peru, isgequal 1 .
~ extent to that of Lima, but many of its parts are not fo well inha<
bited, fome being full of vaft deferts and impenetrable forefts; while
others have extetifive plains mtercepted by the. ftupendous height of
the Cordilleras : the coumry is inhabited only in fuch parss as dre
 free'from thofe inconveniences. It is bounded on the dorth by the
diocefe of Cufco, and reaches foythward to Buenos Ayres; on the
eaft it ‘extends to Brafil ; and on the weft it reaches to the Pacific
* otean,” pamcularlv at Atacama. The remainder of -the prcvmce
borders on the kmgdovn of Chili. o
~ Vor.1V, ) X R This

5




154 " GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This audience is divided into the archbifhopric of Plata and five
bithoprics. We fhall begin with the former.

The famous mountain.of Potofi is known all over the commercial

world for the immenfe quantity of filver it has produced. .. The dif-
" covery of this amazing treafurc happened at the commencement of
the year 1545, by a mere accident, which we thall mention after-
wards. At a fmall diftance from it are the hot medicinal baths,
called Don Diego, whither fome refort for health and others for
diverfion. » '

At the time when the firft conquetts were made, when emigra.
tions were moft frequent, the country of the Incas bad a mych
greater reputation for riches than New-Spain, and, in reality, for.a

* long time much more confiderable treafures were brought away

. from it. The: defire of partaking';o:f them muft neceffatily draw.
thither, as was really the cafe, a. greater number of Caftilians.
Though almoft all of them went over thither with the hope of re-
turning to their country .to enjoy the fortune they might acquire,
yet ‘the majority fettled in the colony. They were induced to this
by the foftnefs of the climate, the falybrity of the air, and the good,
nefs of the provifions. Mexico prefented not the fame advantages,
and did not give them reafon to expect fo much independence as a
land infinitely more remote from the mother country.

. Cufco attra&ed the conquerors in multitudes : they found this_
capital built on a ground that was very irregular,” and divided into as
gany quarters as there were provinces in the empire. Each of ‘the
inhabitants might follow the ufages of his native country, but every

body was obliged to conform to the worfhip eftablifhed by the founder -

ef the monarchy. There was no edifice that had any grandeur,
elegance or convenience,, becaufe the people were ignorant of the
firft elements of archite@ure. The magnificence of what they
" ealled the ¢ palace of the fovereign, of the princes of the-blood,
and of the great, men of his empire,” confifted in the profufionof
the metals that were lavifhed in decorating them. The temple of the:
$un was diftinguithed above all other edifices; its walls were incrufted
or fheathed with gold and filver, ornamented with divers figures,
and loaded with the idols of all the nations whom the Lncas bad en-
lightened and fubdued. . - ' L

.- Asit was not a folicitude for their owa prefervation which occupied ©

the Spaniaxds at firft, they had no fooner pillaged the imm_exii'eﬁrichcs
“which had been amaffed at Cufco for four centuries, than they west
' in
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n gtcat ‘tumbers £ 534, tinder the order of Sebaftizn de Benal-
¢€azar, to undertake the deﬁm&wn of Quito. The other towns-and
borough of the” empire* were over-run’ with the fame fpirit of ra-
pine’; and the citizens and the temples were plundered in all parts. -
Thofe of the conqueror§, who did not take up their refidence in
the fertlements-which they found already formed, built towns on the
feacoafts, where before there were none’; for the fterility of thé
foil had not permitted tite Peruvians to multiply much' there, and .
they had not been induced to remiove thither from' the extremity of
their comntry, beéaufe they failed very little. Paita, Truxillo, Callzo,
- Pifca"and’ Arica, were the roads which the Spaniards deemed: moft’

coavenient for the comnmusication they intended to eftablifh amo;?)/
$

themfelves ‘and with the miother country. The different pofitig
of thefe new cities determined the degree of their profperity.

Thofe which' were' afterwards built in the inland parts of the
country were erected in regions which prefented a fertile foil, co-
pious harvefts, excellent paftures, a mild and falubrious climate;
and all the conveniences of life. Thefe places; which had hitherto
been fo well cuitivated by a numerous and flourithing people, weré
now totally difregarded. Very foon they exhibited only a deplorable
piture of a horrid defert; and this wildnefs muft have been more
melancholy and hideous than' the dreary afpeét of the earth before
the origin of focieties.. The traveller; who was led by accident or’
auriofity into thefe' defolate plains, could not forbear abhorring the
barbarous-and bloody authors of fuch’devaftations, while he refleéted
that it was not owing even to the cruel iltufionsof glory, and to the |
fanaticifm of conqueft, but to the ftupid and abjed defire of gold,
that they had facrificed fo much more real treafure; and fo numerout
a population. -

This infatiable thirft of gold, whlch neither tenided to fubﬁﬁ’ence,
fifety nor policy, was the only motive for eftablithing nebw ferde:

ments, fome of which have been kept up, while feveral have de<

cayed, and others have been formed in theif fexd; - The fate of
them all has correfponded with the difcovery; progrefs or declenﬁori
of the mines to which they were fubordinate. IS

Fewer ‘errors have been committed in the meatis of procunng

provifions. The natives had hitherto lived hardly on ady thing’
but'maize, fruits and pulfe, for which they had ufed no ot’l‘le-

feaféning excepr falt anid pimento.  Their liquors, which we>™

wade from differenrroms, wére more- dmrﬁﬁed oFth’eft tbechiem‘
X 2 , was




156 GENERAL DESCRIPTION _

was the moft ufual; but the conquerors were not fatisfied either
with the liquors or with the food of the people they had fubdued.
They imported vines frpm the old world;- which foon multiplied
fufliciently in the fands of the coafts at Ica, Pifca, Nafca, Moquequa,
and Truxillo, to furnith the colony with the wine and brandy it
wanteds_ Olives fucceeded ftill better, and yielded a great abundance
of oil, which was much fuperior to that of the mother couatry,
Other fruits were tranfplanted with the fame fuccefs. Sugar fucceeds
fo well, that none of any other growth can be compared to that
which is cultivated in thofe parts, where it never rains. In the in.
land country wheat and barley were fown; and at length all the Eu-
ropean quadrupeds were foon found grazing at the foot of the
mountains.

This was a confiderable ftep, but there flill remained much more
to be done. After they had provided for a better and a greater
choice of fubfiftence, the next care of the Spaniirds was to havea
drefs moré commodious and more agreeable than that of the Peru-
vians. Thefe were, however, better clothed than any other Ameri-
can nation. They owed this fuperiority to the advantage which
they alone poffeffed, of having the lama and pacos, domeftic ani-
mals, which ferved them for thi

- . After the conqueft, all the 'Indlans were obllged to wear cloths.
As the oppreffion under which they groaned did not allow them to
exercife their former indufiry, they “Contented themfelves with the
coarfer cloths of Europe, for which they were made to pay an ex-
orbitant price.  When the gold and filver which had efcaped the ra-
-~ pacity,_( of the conquerors were exhaufted, they thought of re-efta-

N bhﬁnng their national manufaGtures. Thefe were fome time after

% prol:ubxted on account of the deficiency which they occafioned in
" the exports of the mother country. The impoffibility which the
" Peruvians found of purchafing foreign ftuffs, and paying theic
taxes, occafioned permiffion to be given at the end of ten years for
their re-eftablihment. They have not been difcontinued fince that
time, and have been brought to as great a degree of perfedtion asit

 was poffible they could be under a continual tyranny.

With the wool of the vicuna, afpecies of wild pacos, they make,
at Cufco and its territory, ftockings, handkerchiefs and fcarfs. Thele
manufactures would have been multiplied, if ‘the fpirit of deftruction
had not fallen on animals as well as on men. The fame wool, mixed

wx&h that of the fheep lmported thither gmeurope, which have -
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exceedingly degenerated, ferves for carpets, and makes alfo tolerably
fine cloth. Fleeces of inferior quality are employed in fcrga, drug-
gets, and i in all kinds of coarfe ftuffs.

. The manufattures fubfervient to luxury ‘are eftablithed at Are-
quipa, Cufco and Lima. In thefe three towns is made a.prodigious
number of gold toys and plate, for the ufe of private perfons, and
alfo for the churches. All thefe manufaGtures are but coarfely
wrought, and mixed with a great deal of copper. We feldom dif-
cover more tafte in their gold and filver laces and embroideries,

- which their manufactures alfo produce. This is not altogether the

cafe in regard to their lace, which, when mixed with that of Europe,
looks very beautiful. This laft manufatture is commonly in the
hands of the nuns, who employ in it the Peruvian girls, and the~
young meftees of the towns, who for the moft part, before mamage,
pafs fome years in the convent.

Otber hands. are emplcyed in painting and g\ldmg ]&ther for
rooms, in making with wood and ivory piecés of inlaid.work and
fulpture, and in drawing figures on the marble that is found at Cu.
cuca, or:on linen imported from Europe. Thefe different works,
which are almoft all manufatured at Cufco, ferve for ornaments
for houfes, palaces and temples ; the drawing of them is not bad,
but the colours are neither exa& nor permanent, If the Iidians,
who invent nothing, but are excellent imitators, had able mafters
and excellent models, they would at leaft make good copyifls. At
the clofe of the laft century, fome works of a Peruvian painter,
named Michael de St. Jacques, were brought to Rome, and the con-
noiffeurs difcovered marks of genius in them.

Though the Peruvians were unacquainted with coin, they knew
the ufe of gold and filver, for they employed them in diflerent kinds
of oaments. Independent of what the torrents and accident pro-
cured them of thefe metals, fome mines had been opened of Little
depth. The Spaniards have not tranfmitted to us the manner in
which thefe rich’ produétions were drawn from the bofom of the

_carth.  Theiv pride, which has deprived us of fo much uiefol know-

ledge, undoubtedly made them think,. that, in the inveations of a

people whom they called barbarcus, there was nothing that was.
worthy to be recorded.’ ‘

~ The difference as to the manner in which the Peruvians worked

their mines, did nct extend to the mines themielves. The con-
querors opened them’on all fdes, At firit the gnld mines tempted
i 4 the

—rmn
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the avarice of the greater number. Fatal experience difcouraged
thofe whom paffion had' not blinded : they clearly faw, that, for
fome enormous fortunes raifed in this manner, great numbers, who-
had only moderate fortunes, were totally ruined. Thefe mines fank
into fuch difcredit, that, in order to prevent them from being aban.
doned, the government was obliged to take the tweatieth part of
their produce, inftead of the fifth, which it at firft received.
The mines of filver were more common, more equal, and richer.
- They even prodaced filver of a fingular fpecies, rarely found elfe-
where. Towards the fea-coaft great lumps of thls metal are found
in the fands. A

There are a great number of other mines which are 1nﬁmtely~
more important, and are found in the rocks and on the mountains.
Several of them gave falfe hopes; fuch, in particular, was that of
Ucuntaya, difcovered in 1713: this was only an incruftation of al-
moft maffy filver, which at firft yielded feveral millions, but was foon
exhaufted. :

Others which were deeper have been alike deferted: their produce,
though. equal to what it was originally, was not fufficient to fupport

“the expenfe of working them, which augmented every day. The
mines of Quito, Cufco and. Arequipa, have expenenced that revo-
lution which awaits many of the reft.

There are greater numbers of very rich mines whlch the waters
have invaded. The difpofition of the ground, ‘which frpm the fum-
mit of the Cordilleras goes continually fhelving to- ée South fea,
muft neceffarily render thefe events more common at Peru than in
other places. ~This inconvenience, which with greater care and fill |
might often have been prevented or diminithed, has been in fome
inftances remedied.

Jofeph Salcedo, about the year 1660, had dxfcoveted, not far frone
the town of Puna, the mine of Laycacota: it was fo rich, that they
often cut the filver with a chizel. Profperity hadfo elevated the
mind of the proprietor, that he permitted all the Spaniards, whe
came to feek their fortuhe in this part of the new world, to.work
fome days on their own account, without we:ghm& or taking any
account of the prefents he made them. This generofity drew around

* him an infinite number of people, whofe avidity made-them quarret
with each other, and the love of money made them take up amms
ard’fall upon one another ; and their benefaétor, who had negleéted
Ro expedient to prevent and extinguifh their fanguinary contentions; -
- ; was

-
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was hanged as being the author of them. Whilft he was in prifon,
‘the water got poffefion of his mine. Supertition foon made it
imagined, that this was a punifhment for the horrid a& they had
perpetrated againft him. This idea of Divine ven geance was revered
for a long time; but at laft, in 1740, Diego de Bachna affociated
with other opulent people to avert the fprings which had deluged fo
much treafure. The labours which this difficult undertaking re-
quired were not finifhed till 1754, . The mine yields as much now
- asitdid at firf}. But mines flill richer than this have been difco-
" vered: fuch, for example, is that of Potofi, which was found in the

fame country where the Incas worked that of Porco. o

An Indian, named Hualpa, in 13.5, purfuing fome deer, in order
to climb- certain fteep rocks laid hold of a bufh, the roots of which
loofened from the earth, and brought to view an ingot of filver.

The Indian had recourfe to it for his own ufe, and never failed to
- #tufn to his treafure every time that his wants or his defires folicited

him to it. The change that happened in his fortune was remarked

by one of his countrymen, and he difcovered to him the fecret,

The two friends could not keep their counfel and enjoy their good

fortune : they quérrelled; on which the indifcreet confident difco-

vered the whole to his mafter, Villaroell, a Spaniard who was fettled
in the neighbourhood. Upon this the mine became known, and -

was worked, and a great number of them were found in its vicinity 3

the principal of which are. in the northern part of the mountain,

and their dire@ion is from north to fouth. The moft intelligent
. peaple of Peru have obferved, that this is in general the dire@ion of
the richeft mines.

‘The fame of what was pafling at Potofi foon fpread abroad, and
there was quickly built at the foot of the mountain a town, confift- -
ing of fixty thoufand Indians and ten thoufand Spaniards. The
fterility of the foil did not prevent its being immediately peopled.
Corn, fruit, flocks, American ftuffs, Europcan luxuries, arrived
tiere from every quarter. Induftry, which every where follows the
current of ‘money, could not fearch for it with fo much fuccefs as
at its fource. It evidently appeared, that in 1738 thefe mines pro- )
duced aunually near nine hundred and feventy-eight thoufand
pounds, without reckoning the filver which was not regiftered, and
what bad ‘been carried off by fraud. From that time the produce
has been fo much diminithed, that no more than one eighth part-of
#he coin which was formerly ftruck is now made.

A¢
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At the mines of Potofi, and a!l the mines of South-America, the
Spaniards, in purifying their gold and filver, ufe mercury, with
.which' they are fuppheckfrom Guanga Velica. The common Opi-
nion is, that this mine was difcovered in 1564 : the trade of mer,
.cury was then ftill free; it became an exclufive trade in 1 §7tza
this period all the mines of mercury ¥ were fhut, and that of Guanga
Velica alone was worked, the property of which the king referved
to himfelf. It is not found to diminifh. This mine is dug ina pro-
digioufly large mountain, fixty leagues from lea.\ln its profound . .
abyfs are feen fireets, fquares, and a chapel, where the myﬁerles of
religion on all feftivals are celebrated : millions of ﬂambcaux\are
continually kept to enlighten it. : .

Private people, at their own expenfe, work the mine of Guang \
Velica. They are obliged to deliver to government, at a fipulated
price, all the mercury they extract from it. As focn as they have
procured the quantity which the demands of one year require, the
work is fufpended. Part of the mercury is fold on the {pot, zud
the reft is fent to the rcyal magazines throughout all Peru, from

~ whence it is delivered out at the fame price it ts fold in Mexico.
‘This arrangement, which has occalioned many of the mines to drop,
and prevented others from being opened, is inexcufable in the
Spanifh fyflem: the court of Madiid, in this'refpe&, merits the

“fame reproaches as a miniftry in other countries would incur, that
would be blind enough_ to Iay a duty on the 1mp!emeuts of agri-
colture.

The mine of Guanga Velica generally affe@s thefe who work in it
with convulfions: this and the other mines, which are not lefs un-
‘bealtﬁj'r, are all worked by the Peruvians. Theft unfortunate vic-

* tims of an infatiable avarice are crowded all together and plunged
nsked into thefe abyfles, the greateft part of which are deep, andall -
exceffively cold. Tyranny has invented this refitement in cruelty,
to render it impotfible for any thing to efcape its reftlefs vigilance. if
there are any wretches who long furvive fuch bdxbant), it is the ufe
of cacoa that preferves them. .

In the Cordilleras, near the city of Paz, is a mountain of re-
rrarkable height, called Illimani, ‘which doubtlefs contains immenfe
viches; for a crag of it being fome years ago fevered by a flafh of
Yightning, and falling on a neighbouring mouetain, fuch a quantity
‘of gold was found in the fragments, that for fome time that metal

was fold at Paz for eight pieces of ¢ight per ounce; but its fummit
being
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being perpetually covered with ice and fnow; no mine has been
openéd in the mountain, ,

The city of La Paz -is of a middling fize; and from its fituation
among the breaches of the Cordilleras, the ground on which it
ftands is unequal, and it is alfo furrourded by mountains. When, ;
the river Titicaca is increafed, either by the rains, or the melting of *r
the fnow on the mountains, its current forces along large maffes of
focks with fome grains of gold; which are found after the flood has
fubfided. Hence fome idea may be formed of the riches inclofed in
the bewels of thefe inountains, a remarkable proot of which zp-
peared in the year 1730, when an Indian, wathing his feet in the ri-
ver, diftovered G lage a lump of gold, that the Marquis de Caftle’
Fuerte gave twelve thoufand pieces of eight for it, and fent it as 2

. prefent to the King of Spain. =

Ver.IV.
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HISTORY OF

C HI L L

CHILI is fituated between 25° and 45° fouth latitude, “ard 65° and
$5° weft longitude ; its length is one thoufand two hundred and fixty
miles, and its greateft breadth five hundred.and eighty : it is bounded
on the north, by Peru; onthe eaft, by Paragua or La Plata; on the
fouth, by Patagonia; and on the weft, by the Pacific ocean. It lies
on both fides of the Andes; Chili Proper lies on the weft, and Cuyo
or Cutie, on the eaft. The priocipal towns in the former are St.
Jago and Baldivia ; in the latter, St. John de Frontiera.

‘The firft attempt of the Spaniards upon this country was made by
Almagro in the year 1535, after he and Pizaro had completed the

conqueft of Peru. He fetout on his expedition to Chili with a confi- |

derable body of Spaniards and auxiliary Indians. For two hundred
feagues he was well accommodated with every neceffary by theIn-
dians, whohad been fubje&s of the Emperors of Peru ; but reaching
the barten country of Charcos, his troops became difcontented

through the hardthips they fuffered, which determined Almagroto

‘climb the mountains called Cordlllcras, in order to get the fooner
into Chili ; being ignorant of the invaluable mines .of Potofi, con-
tained in the province of Charcos, where he then was.. At that time
the Cordilleras were covered with {fnow, the depth of which obliged
him to dig his way through it. The cold made fuch an impreffior
on his naked Indians, that it s computed no lefs than ten thoufini
of them perithed on thefe dreadful mountains, one hundred and fifiy
_ of the Spaniards fharing the fame fate, while many of the furvivon
loft their fingers and toes through the excefs of -cold. At ldf,
‘after encountering incredible difficulties, Almagro reached a fint
“temperate, and femle ‘plain on tke oppofite fide of the Cordillers,
where he was received with the greateft kindnefs by the natives
Thefe poor favages, taking the Spaniards for deputies of their gl

tothe out
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\-‘irachbca, immediately colle&ted for them an offering of ‘Lgol_d and -
filver, worth two hundred and ninety thou!and ducats; and foon
after brought a prefent to Almagro worth three hundred thoufand
more. Thefe offerings oaly determined him to conquer the whole
country asfoon-as poffible. The Indians, among whom he now was,
had acknowledged the authority of the Peruvian Incas, or Emperors,
and confequently gave Almagro no trouble. He therefore marched
immediately againft thofe who had never been conquered by the Peru-
vians, and inhabited the fouthern parts of Chili. ~Thefe favages
fought with great refolution, and diiputed every inch of ground ;
butn five months time the Spaniards had made f..ch progrefs, that
they muft infallibly have reduced the whoie province in a very little
time, had not Almagro returned to Peru, in confequence ofa com-
miffion feat him from Spain. » -

In 1540, Pizaro having overcome and put Aimagro to death, fent
into Chili, Baldjvia or Valdivia, who had .carned the rudiments of war
in Italy, and was reckoned cne of the beit oricersin the Spanifk fervice.
As be penetrated fouthward, however, he me- with much cupofition;
the confederated caziques frequent'y gave him battle, and ‘ifpiayed
great courage and refolution, but coula no: preveut bim from pese-
trating to the valley of Mafiocho, which he . und incredibiy ‘e: tile and

.-popuious. Here he foundéd the city of St. ]é\gc, ang find.zg gold
~mines in the heigbbnurhood foiced rhe Indians to work in thum, at
the fame time !:uilding a caftle for ti= fus=zty and proteétion of ris new
wiony. The natives, exafperated at ri:is fiavery, Lnn.eg:atcy took --
up aims, attacked the fort, and though < efeated and repuifed, fer fire
totue out works, which contained all the provific. s of the Sparix ds,
- Nor were they ditcouraged by this a4 mesy othes “efcats, batiill
continued to carry on the war with vigour. At Iaﬂ, Vadivia having
overcome them in many battles, forcec ti- inhabitzns or the vale to
fobmit ; upon which he immediately fet them to weak in the min.s of
Quiletta.  This indignity offered to their cruntrymen redsudicd the
fury of thofe who remained at liberty. Thew uzmo§ citorts, how-
ever, were as yet unable to ftop Valdivia’s progrois.  Flaving crofied
the large rivers Maulle and Hata, he traveiied 2 +aft tra@ of cozntry
and founded the city of La Conceptisa o ke South fea coaft; he
cretea fortrefles in feveral parts of the couniry, 1 ordcr to keep the
atives in awe, and built the city called Irspe:ial, zbout fo.ty leagues
%o the fouthward of (hncgpnon. The spasi: wmers fay, thar the
'"Mhbounn g.valley contained eighty thvufand iuhavitants of a
Yz - - peaceable




164 _ GENERAL DESCRIPTION

peaceabledifpoﬁtion, and who were even fo tame as to fuffer Val.
divia to parcel out their Jands among his followers, while they them.
felves remained in a ftate of ina@ivity. = About fixteen leagues to the
eaftward of Imperial, the Spanifh general laid the foundations of the
city of Villa Rica, fo called on account of the rich gold miaes he
found thére. But his ambition and avarice had now involved him in
difficulties from which he could never be extricated : he'had extended -
his conquefts beyond what his firength was capable of maintaining,
The Chilefians were ftill as defirous as ever: of recovering their liber- -
ties. The horfes, fire arms, and armour of the Spaniards, indeed,
appeared dreadful to them ; but thoughts of endlefs flavery were ftill
more fo. In the courfe of the war they had difcovered that the Spa-
niards were vulnerable and mortal men like themfelves; they
hoped, therefore, by dint of fuperiority in numbers, to be able to
expel the tyrannical ufurpers. Had all the nations joined in this refo-
lution, the Spaniards had certainly been exterminated ; but fome of
them were of a pacific difpofition, while others confidered fervitude
as the greateft of all poffible calamities. Of this laft opinion were
the Aracceans, the moft intrepid people of Chili, and who had given
Valdivia the greateft trouble. They all rofe to a man, and chofe
Capaulican, a renowned hero among them, for their leader. Va-
divia, however, received notice of their revolt fooner than they in-
tended he fhould, and returned with all expedition to the vale of
Araccea ; but before he arrived, fourteen theufand of the Chile
fians were there affembled under the condu& of Capaulican ; hear
_ tacked them with his cavalry, and forced them to retreat into the
woods, but could ot obtain a complete victory, as they kept cont:
nually fallying out and harafling his men. Atlatt Capaulican havin
obferved, that fighting with fuch a number of undifciplined troops,
only ferved to contribute to the defeat and confufion of the whole, ¢
vided his farces info bodies of one thoufand each. Thefe he diretted
_to attack the enemy by turns, and though he did not expedt thata
fingle thoufand would put them to flight, he directed them to makes
long a ftand as they could, when they were to be relieved and fup-
ported by another body, and thus the Spaniards would be atlaf
wearied out and overcome. The event fully anfwered his expefix
tions. The Chilefians maintained a fight for feven or eight hour
till the Spaniards, growing faint for' want of refrefhment, retired

precipitately. Valdivia ordered them to poffefs a pafs at fome dif
' o : tancé
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tance from the field, to ftop the purfuit; but this defign being
was a difcovered to the Chilefians of his page, who native of
that country, the Spaniards were furrounded on all fides, and
eutin pieces by the Indians. The general was taken and put to
death; fome fay with the tortures ufually infliGed by thofe favages
en their prifoners ; others, that he had melted gold poured down his
throat; but all agree, that the Indians made flutes and other infhru,
ments of his bones, and preferved his fkull as a monument of their
viGtory, which they celebrated by an annual feftival.  After this vic-
tory, the Chilefians had another engagement with their enemies, in
which alfo they proved victorious, defeating the Spaniards with the

. Jofs of near three thoufand men ; and upon this they bent their whole

* . force againft the colonies. The city of Conception being abandoned
by the Spaniards, was taken and deftroyed; but the Indians were
forced to raife the fiege of Imperial, and their progrefs was at lai}

- ftopped by Garcia de Mendoza, who defeated Capaulican, took him:
prifoner, .and put him to death. No defeats, however, could dif<
pirit_the Chilefians ; they continued the war for fifty years, and to
this day they remain unconquered, and give the Spaniards more
trouble than any other American nation. Their moft irreconcileable
enemies are the inhabitants of Araccea and Tucapel, thofe to the
fouth of the river Bobio, or whofe country extends towards the Cor-
dilleras. The manners of thefe people greatly refemble thofe of
North-America, but feem to have a more warlike difpofition. It is a
conftant rule with the Chilefians never to fue for peace. The Spa-
niards are obliged not only to make the firft overtures, but to pure
chafe it by prefents. They have at laft been obliged to abandon all
thoughts of extending their conquefts, and reduced to cover their
frontiers by ereéting forts at proper diftances. '

The Spanith colonies in Chili are difperfed on the borders of the
South fea. They are parted from Peru by a delert eighty leagues in
breadth, and bounded by the ifland of Chiloe, at the extremity next
the ftraits of Magellan. There are no fettiements on the coaft except
thofe of Baldivia, Conception ifland, Valparaifo, and Coquimbo, or
La Serena, which are all fea ports. In the inland couniry is St.
Jago, the capital of the colany. There is no culture nor habitation
at any diftance from thefe towns. The buildings in the whole pro-
vince are low, made of unburnt brick, and moftly thatched. This
pratice is obferved on account of the frequent earthqnakes, and is

‘ T pro-
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properly aﬂapted to the nature of the chmate, as to well as the mdo~
lence of the inhabitants. ’

The climate of Chili is one of the moﬁ wholeforse in the whole
- world, The vicinity of the Cordilleras gives it fuch a delightful
temperaiure as could not otherwife be expedted in that latitude.
Though gold mines are foundin it, their richnefs has been too much
extolled ; their produce never cxceeds two hundred and eighteen
" thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds perann. The foil is prodi-
gioufly fertile. Allthe European fruits have improved in that happy
» ‘climate. The wine would be excellent if nature were properly
affifted by art ; and the corn harveft is reckoned a bad one when it
_does not yield a hundred fold. With all thefe advantages, Chili has
"mo dire& intercourfe with Spain; their trade is confined to Peru,
Paraguay, and the favages on their frontiers. With thefe laft they
exchange their lefs valuable commodities for oxen, horfes, and their
own children, whom they are ready to part with for the moft tnﬁmg
things. This province fupplies Peru with great plenty of hides, -

dried fruit, copper; falt meat, horfes, hemp, lard, wheat, and gold;
in exchange, it receives tobacco, fugar, cocoa, earthen ware, woollen
cloth, linen, hats, made at Quito, and every article of luxury
brought from Europe. The fhips fent from Cailao on this traffic
were formerly bound to Conception bay, but now come to Valpa-
rifo. The commerce between this province and Paraguay is carried
on by land, thoughiitis a Joumey of three hundred leagues, forty of
which lie through the friows and preclpxc?es of the Cordilleras ; but if
it was carried-on by fea, they muft either pafs the firaits of Magellan,
or double cape Horn, which the Spaniards always avoid as much as
pofiible. To Paraguay are fent fome woollen ftuffs called ponchos,
which are ufed for cloaks: alfo wines, brandy," -oil, and chiefly gold ;
* in return they receive wax, a kind of tallow fit to make foap, Eure-
pean goods, and negroes.

Chili is governed by a chief, who is abfolute in all civil, pohtlca'
and military affiirs, and is alfo independent of the viceroy. The
- latter -bas no authority except when a governor dies, in which
, cafe he may appoint one in his room for a time, . till Spain names
" a fucceffor. If on-fomc occafion the viceroy las interfered in
the government of Chili, it was waien he has been either authorifed
‘by a particular tref repofed in him by the court, orby the deference .

paid to the eminence of his office ; “or when he has been actuated by
his
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e his own ambition to extend his anthority.* 1Inthe whole province of
 Chili there are not twenty thoufand white men, and not more than
fixty thoufand negroes, or Indians, able to bear arms. The mnhtaxy
eftablifhment amounted formerly to two thoufand men ; but the main- .
taining of them being found too expenfive, they were reduced to five
bundred at t.hc beginning of this century.

# With rcfpe& to the power o the gavernor of Chili, it is doubtful whether the above
is corredt, as fome writers affert that he is fubordinate to the viceroy of Peru, in all mat-
ters relating to the government, to the finances, and to war, but independent of him as
chief admiziftrator of juftice, and préfident of the foval Audience. Eleven inferior officers,
diftributed in 1he province, are chargcd, undcr his orders, with the details of adminif~
sration.

HISTORY
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HISTORY OF

PARAGUAY, or LA PLATA. |

PARAGUAY is fituated between 122and 37 fouth latitude, and
§0° and 75° weft longitude; its length is one thoufand five hundred
miles, and its breadth one thoufand. It is bounded on the north, by
Amazonia ; on the eaft, by Brafil; on the fouth, by Patagonia; and
on the weft, by Chili and Peru. :

It is divided into fix provinces, viz. PARAGUAY, Paraxa,
Guaira, Uracua, TucunMay, and R1o pE LA PraTa. ‘

This country, befides an infinite number of fmall rivers, is wa-
tered by three principal ones, the Paragua, Uragua, and Pérax'm,
which, united near the fea, formthe famous Rio de la Plata, or Plate
river, and which annually overflow their banks; and on their recefs,
leave them enriched with a flime, that produces the greateft plenty
of whatever is committed to it.* _

This vaft tra& is far from being wholly fubdued or"planted by the
$Spaniards. T here are many parts in a great degree unknown to them,or

~ * The grand river La Plata. deferves a particular defcription. A Modenefe Jefuit,
" by the name of P. Cattanco, who failed up this river, fpgaks in the following language

concerning it: ¢ While I refided in Europe, and read ja books of hiftory or geography

that the river de Ia Plata was onc hundred and fifry miles in breadth,. I confidered it asan

exazgeration, becaufe in thishemifphere we have no example of fuch vaft rivers. When I

approacked its mouth, T had the moft vehement defirc to afcsrtain the breadth with'my_
own ¢yes, and I have found :hcmer to be cxadtly gs it was repeefented. ThisIde-

duce particularly from one circumftance: when we took our departure from Monte

Viedo, a fort fituated more than onc hund:ed miles from the mouth of theriver, and where

_jts breadth is confiderably diminiihed, we Tailed a compleze day before we difcovered the
land on the oppofite fide of the river; and when we’ were in. the midd'e of the chan-
nel, we could not difcover land on- cither fide, and faw nothing but the fky and watr
as if we had been in fome greatocean.  Indecds wie thould have taken it to b fe if
‘the freth water of the rivery which was turbid like the Po, had not Gitisfied us that it was
ariver.”

3 to
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th any other people in Europe. Tlie principal province of whxch we
have any knowledge, is that which is called Rio de la Plata, towards
the mouth of the above-mentioned rivers. Fhis province, With all the
adjacent parts, is one continued plain for feveral hundred miles, ex-
tremely fertile, and produces ,cotton in great quantities ; tobacco,
and the valuable herb called paraguay, with a variety of fruits, and
the prodigious rich paftures, in which are bred fuch hetds of cattle,
that it is faid the hides of the beafts are all that is properly bought, the o
carcafe being in a manner givefi into the bargain. A horfe fome
time ago might be bought for a dollar, and the ufual price of a bul-
«lock, chofen out of a herd of two or three hundred, was orly four’

rials. - But contrary ‘to the general nature of America, this country

i deftitute of woods. The air is remarkable fiweet and ferene, and
the waters of La Plata are equally pure and wholefome.

The Spaniards firft difcovered this country by fziling-up the river
Lz Plata in 1513, and founded the town of Buenos Ayres, {o called
on account ef the excellence of the air, oh the fouth fide of the river,
ffey - leagues within its mouth, where it is feven leagues-broad. This.
is one of the moft confiderable towns in South-America, the capital
of this country, and the only plate of traffic to the fouth of Brazil.
Here we ineet with the merchants of Europe and Peru, but no regu-
lar flect comes hither as to the other parts of South-America ; two,
orat moft three regifter fhips make the whole of their regular inter-
courfe with Europe; their returns are very valuable, confifing
chiefly of the gold ard ﬁlver of Chili and Peru, fugar and hides. -

|, Thofe who have carried on a contraband trade to this city, have
found it more advantageous. than any other. - The benefit of this con- - -
traband is now wholly in the hands of the Portuguefe, who keep
magazmes for that purpofe in fuch parts of Brafil as lie near this
country. .

Buenos Ayres is regularly. butlt, lts ﬁreets are wxde, the houfes are
extremely low, and each of them is accommodated with a garden.
The public and private buildings which, fixty years ago, were all
made of earth, are of more folid and, commodious conftruétion,
fince "the " natives have learned the art of making brick and lime.
The number of inhabitants is abont thirty thoufand. One fide of

 the town is defended by a fortrefs with a garrifon of . fix or feven
hundred men; the fhips get to it by failing up a river that wants
depth, is full of iflands, fhoals, and rocks, and where florms_are
more frequent and more dreadful than on the ocean. It is neceffary to*
Vor.IV, o "z . h - anchor
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anchor every night on the {pot where they come to, and on the moft
moderate days a pilot muft go to found the way for the fhip ; after
.having furmounted thefe difliculties, the fhips are obliged, at the
diftance of three leagues from the town, to put their goods on board
fome light veflil, and to go to refit, and to watit for their cargoss at
Inciinado de Barragan, fituated feven or cight leagues below.
Paragua fends annuaily into the kingdom of Peru as many as one
thoufand five hundred;-or two thoufand mules.- They travel over
dreary “deferts for the diftance of cight or nine hundred leagues.
What is not man capable of doing, when neceffity, refolution, and
avarice are united > ncither deep and :uiry fwamps, nor fummits of
lofty mountains covered with eternal fnow, can bar his progrefs, The
province of Tucuman furnithes annually, fixteen or eighteen thou-
find oxen, and four or five thoufand horfes, brought forth and reared
' upon its own territory. Paragua fends feveral articles of commerce
to Spain, but they are all brought from neighbouring diftricts,
“The only articlé it furnithes from its own territory is hides, all thefe
are fent to Europe from Buenos Ayres. , ‘ ‘
We cannot quit this country without mentioning that extraordinary
fpecies of commonwealth which the Jefuits erected in the interior
parts, and concerning which thefe crafty priefts have endeavoured to
keep ftrangers in the dark. N . o
. About the middle of the laft century, thofe fathers reprefented tothe
court of Spain, that the want of fuccefs in their miffions was owingto

the fcandal which the immorality of the Spaniards neverfailed to give, .

and to the hatred which their infolent behaviour c;uf:dm/ the In

dians. They infinuated, that weré it not for thofe obdtacles, the

empire of the gofpel might, by their labours, have been extended
into the moft unknown parts of America ; and that all thofe coun-
tries might be fubdued to his Catholie majefty’s obedience, without
expenfe, and without force. This remonftrance met with fuccefs,
the fphere of their labours was marked out, and the governors of
the adjacent provinces had orders not to interfere, nor to faffer any
Spaniards to enter into this pale, without licences from the fathers;
they, on their part, agreed to pay a certain capitation tax, in- pro-
portion to their flock, and to fend a certain number to the king’s
works whenever they fhall be demanded, ‘and the miffions thould be-
come populous enougk tofupply them. L o
_On thefe terms thefe Jefuits gladly entered upon the fcene of ac-

" tiony-and opened their {piritual campaign. They began by gathering-

toge

~

togethq
Aettle,
flight
amaze
that it
had m:
and fu
the mo
to their
the Sp:
various
duced o
quillity
. Our
which w
over the
that coul
Der; an
* milies i
ration, y
cians we
fand me
clad, lab
aipired ft
miffion tc

’ ters have
* eccufing 1

fuch an {i
the magif
be corred
of the hi
of their g
noflefled

 produce of

nuaily rerm
zeal for re

The Faglc

ther Spani;
fions inPar
ceded by S

e



OF PARAGUAY, OR LA PLATA. 171

together about fifty wandering families, whom they perfuaded to
“fettle, and they united them ‘into a little townfhip. This was the
flight foundation upon which they built a fuperftructure which
amazed the world, and added much to their. power, at the fame time
that it occafioned much envy againft their fociety. For when they
had made this beginniug, they laboured with fuch indefatigable pains,
-and fuch mafterly policy, th.t by degrees they mollified the minds of
the moft favage nations, fixed the moft rambling, and fubducd thofe
to their government wh., had long difdained to fubmit to the arms of
the Spaniards and Portuguefe. They prevailed upon thoufands of
various difperfed tribes to embrace their religion, and thefe foon in-
duced others to follow their example, magnifying the peace and tran-
quillity they enjoyed under the dircétion of the Fathers.
. Our limits do not permit us to trace with precifion all the fteps
which were taken in the accom pliflunent of fo extraordinary a conqueft
over the bodies and minds of men. The Jefuits left nothing undone
that could confirm their fubjedion, or that could increafe their num-
ber ; and it is faid that above threc hundred and forty thoufand fa-
* milies lived in obedience, and exprefied an awe, bordering upon ado-
ration, yet procured without any violence or conftraint ; that the In-
dians were inftructed in the military art, and could raife fixty thou- .
find men well armed ; that they lived in towns, were regularly
clad, laboured in agriculture, exercifed manufactures, fome even
alpired fto the elegant arts, and that nothing could equal their fub-
miffion to authority, except their contentment under it. Some wu»
ters have treated the charaler of thefe Jefuits with great fevent),
zccufing them of ambition, pride, and of carrying their authority to
fuch an fuccefs, as to caufe not only perfons of both fexes, buteven
the magiftrates, who were always chofen from among the Indians, to
be corrected before them with ftripes, and by fuffering perfons
of the h:ohen diftinétion, within their jurifdictions, to kifs the hem
of their garments as. the greateft honour. The priefts themfclves
pofiefled large property, all manufatures were theirs, the natural
produce of the country was brought to them, and the treafures ans
nuaily remiited to the fuperior of the order, feemed to evince that
zzal for religion was not the only motive for forming thefe miffions.
.The Fath:ers would not pernhit any of the inhabitants of Peru, whe-
ther Spaniards, Meftizos, or even Indians, to come within their mif~
fions inParaguay. In the year 1757, when part of this territory was

teded by Spain to the crown of Portugal in exchange for Saint Sacras
Z 2. ‘ . ment,
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ment, to make the Uragua the boundary of their poffeflions, the -
Jefuits refifed to comply with this divifion, or to fuffer themfelvesto
be transferred from one hang to another, like cattle, without their-
own confent. We were inforined by the Spanith Gazette, that the
Indians actually took up arms ; but notwithftanding the exactnefs of
their difcipline, they were eafily, and with confiderable flaughter,
defeated by the European troops who-vere fent to quell them ; and
“in 1767, the Jefuits were removed from America, by royal authority,
and their late fubjets were put upon the {ame footing with the refi
' of the inhabitants of the country. - -

Y

WITH refpect to the iflands belonging to the Spahifh mbmx‘chy in
this part of the globe, we fhall notice them in another.place ; but in
order to afford a more particular view of the Spamfh intereft in her
Southt American colonies, as well as of the policy purfued by her with
refpect to them, we fhall offer a few additional general remarks on
the governient, ecclefiaftical eitzblifiment, and fyitem of trade car-
ried on with them. ~

Notwithftanding ‘the rapid depopulation of America, a very con-
fiderable number of the native race ftill remains both in Mexico and
Peru, efpecially in thofe parts which were not expofed to the firft

- fury of the Spanifh arms, or defolated by the firft efforts of their in-
-duftry, ftill more ruinous.  In Guatimala, Chiapa, Nicaragua, and
the other provinces of the Mexican empire, which firetch along the
South fea, the race of Indians is fiill fuimerous; their fertle-
mests in fome places are fo populous, as ta merit the name of cities. -
In the three audiences into which New-Spain is divided, there are,
- as we have before meationed, at leaft two millioas of Indians ; a pitic
ful remnant, indeed, of its ancient population, but fuch -as fiill
forms a body of, people fuperior in number to that of all the otherin-
habitants of this extenfive country. In Peru feveral diftris, par:
ticalarly in the kingdom of Quito, are occupied almoft entirely by
Indians. In other provinces they are mingled with the Spaniards,
" and in many of their fettlements are almoft the only perfons who*
pra&xfe the mef:hamc arts, and fill moft of the inferior ftations ia fo.

uet".
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cnety As the inhabitants both of Mexico and Peru were accuftomed
‘20 a fixed refidence, and to a certain degrec of regular induftry, lefs
violence was requifite in bringing them to fome conformity with
the European modes of civil life. But wherever the Spaniards fettled
among the favage tribes of America, their attempts to incorporate with
A them have been always fruitlefs, and often fatal to the nanves. Im-
- patient of reftraint, and difdaining labour as a mark of fervxht), they

cither abandoned their original feats, and fought for independence
" jn mountains and forefts inacceffible to their oppreffors, or perifhed
when reduced to a ftate repugnant to their ancient ideas and habits,
In the diftricts adjaceht to Carthagena, to Panama, and to Buenos

Ayres, the defolation is moare general than even.in thofe parts of .

Mexico and Peru, of which the Spaniards have taken mott full pofs
{effion. )

But the eftablifhments of the Spaniards in the new world, thouah,
fatal to its ancient inhabitants, were made at a period when that mo-
narchy was capable of forming them to the beft advantage. By the union
ofall its petty kingdoms, Spain was become a poweriul ftate, equal to fo
grear an undertaking. Its monarchs having extended their preroga-
tives far beyond the limits which once circumfcribed the regal power
in every kingdom of Europe, were hardly fubject to controul, either
in concerting or in executing their meafures.

Such'was the power of the Spanith monarchs, when they were -
called to deliberate concerning the mode of eftablifhing their domi«
zion over the moft remote provinces which Lad ever been fubjected

. to any European fiate. In this deliberation they felt thernfelves
under no conflitytional reftraint, and that as independent mafters
of their own fefolves, they might iffue the edis requifite for mo-.

Celling the government of the new colonies, by a.mere a& of prero~ -
gative. :

This early mterpoﬁvon of the Spanifh crown in arder to regulate

_the policy and trade of its colonies, is a peculiarity which diftins
guithes their progrefs from that of the colonies of any other Euro-
pean nation. When the Portuguefe, the Englifh, and French took :
poffeffion of the regions in America, the advantages which thefe pro-
mifed to “yield were fo remote and uncertain, that their colonies were
fuffered to ftruggle through a hard infancy, almoft without guidance
or protection from the parent ftate. But gold and filver, the firft pro-
duttions' of the Spanifh fettlements in the new world, were more al- '
Juring, 2nd immediately attra&ed the attentlon of their monarchs, °

. 5 = Though
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‘Though they had contributed little to the difcovery, and almoft no.
thing to the conqueft of the new world, they inflantly affumed the
funétion of its legiflators, and having acquired a {pecies of dominion
formerly unknown, they formed a plan for exercifing it, to which
nothing fimilar occurs in the hiftory of human affairs.

The fundamental maxin of Spanifh jurifprudence with refpet to
America, is to confider what has been acquired there‘asivefted in the
crown, rather than in the ftate. By the buil of Alexander VI. on
which, as its great charter, Spain founded its right, all the regions
that had been, or fhould be diicovered, were beftowed as a free git
‘wponFerdinand and 1abella. They and their fucceflors were uniformly
held to be the univerfsl proprietors of the vaft territories which the
arms of their fubjeéts conquered in the new world. From them ail
grants of land there flowed, andto them they "ﬁn'ﬂ‘y' rcturned. The
leaders who condued the various expeditions, the governors who
prefided over the different colonies, the officers of juftice, and the
minifters of religion, were all appointed by their authority, and re-
moveable at their pleafure. The p-ople who compofed infant fet-
tlements were entitled to no privileges independent of the fovereign,
or that ferved as a barrier againt the power of thecrown. Tt is true,
that when towns were built, and formed into bodies corporate, the
citizens were permitted to elect theirpwn magiftrates, who governed
them by laws which the community ena&ed. Even in the moft def-
potic ftates, this feeble fpark of liberty is not extinguifhed ; but in
the citics of Spanifh America, this jurifdi€tion: is merely municipal,
and is confined to the regulation of their own interior commerce and
police. In whatever relates to public government, and the general
intereft, the will of the fovereign is law; no political power originates
from the people ; all centers in the crown, aad in ;he officers of, its
nomination. _ .

When the conquefts of the Spaniards in America were completed,
their monarchs, in forming the plan of internal policy for their new
dominions, divided them into two immenfe governments, one fubs

jet to the viceroy of New-Spain, the other to the viceroy of Peru; -

the jurifdiction .of the former extended over all the provinces belong-
ing to” Spain in‘the northern divifion of the American continsnt;
under that of the latter, was comprehended whatever fhe poﬂ'cﬁ'ed in

South-America- This arrangement, which, from the bcvmnmg; -

was attended with many inconveniencies, became intolerable when

-the remote provinces of each \moyaln began to improve in indatiry
* . . aud

fub 1e&t
diction
by the
of char
Juftice

.
aaniiilar




GOVERNMENT, TRADE, &c. 75

and populatxo\n. As a remedy for thofe evils, a third vice-royaity has
been eftablifhed in the prefent century at Santa Fé de Bogota, the
. capital of the new kingdom of Granada, the jurifdiction of whick
extcnds over the whole kingdom of Tierra Firmé and the province
of Quito. Thofe viceroys not only reprefent the perfon of their
fovereign, but poffefs his regal prerogatives within the precinéts of
their own governments, in their utmott extent. Like him, they ex-
ercife fupreme authority in every department of government, civil,
wilitary ‘and crimmal. They have the fole right of nominating the
perfons who hold many offices of the higheft importance, and the
ceeafional privilege of fupplying thofe which, when they become
vacant by death, are. in the royal gift, until the fucceflor appointed
by the king fhall arrive. The external pomp of their government is
u‘ted to its real dignity and power. Theif caurts are formed upoa
model of that at Madrid, with horfe and foot guards, a kouthold
mxlarly eftsblifhed, numerous sttendants, and enfigns of command,
d.fplaying fuch magnificence as hardly retains the appearange of de-
legated authority.

But as the viceroys carnet difcharge in perfo'x the funtions of a
fupreme magiftrate in every part of their exteafive jurifdiétion, they
are aided in their government by officers and tribunals fmilar to
thofe in Spain. The conduét of civil affzirs in the various provinces
and d:ﬁ:'i&s, into which the Spanith dominions in America are di-
viled, is committed to magiflrates of various orders and denomira-
tions ; fome appoiated by the king, others by the viceroy, but all
fubvc& to the commgnd of the latter, and 2 .‘....‘ﬂc to his juni-
diction. The adminiftration of juftice is vefted ifj tribunals, known

by the name of Audiences, and formed upon thg%wdcl of the court
of chancery in Spain. Thefe aze eleven in number, and difpenfe [‘1
juftice to as many diftrits, into which the Spani{l: dominicas iu
America are divided. The number of judges in the court of Au-
dience is various, according to the extent and importance of their ju-
riidition. The ftdtion is no lefs honcurable than lucrative. Both
civil and criminal caufes come under their cognizance, and for eack
peculiar judges are fet apart. The Spanifh viceroys have often at-
tempted to intrude themfelves into the feat of juftice, and with an
ambition which their diftance from the controui.of a fuperior ren-
dered bold, have afpired at a power which even their mafter does nct
veature ta affume. In order to check an ufurpation which muft have.
aapitilated juttice and fecurity in the Spanifh colonies, by fubjecing
: - ) tee
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the lives and property of all to the will of a fingle man, the vicersys
have been prohibited; in the moft explicit terms, by repe\ated laws,
from interfering in the judicial proceedmgs of the courts of Audience,
or from delivering an opinion, or giving a voice with refpect to any.
