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The Catholic.

Quod seruper; fuad ubiqne; quod ab omnibus.

et

SELECTED.

AMICABLE DISCUSSION.
Coutinucd.
ON UNITY.

Tt would have been casy forme to lengthen these
juotations, by adding what has been wrilte.. upon
1his subject, during the first five ages by ‘Certullian,
Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Firmilian of Ce-
sarea, Theophilus of Antioch, Lactantius, Euscbi-
us, Ambrose &c and after somany illustrious tes-
timonies, thedecisions of the bishops united in a
body in the particular councils of Elvira, in 805;
of Arles, in 814; of Gavgres, towards 860; of Sa-
ragossa, 818; of Carthige 398; of Turin, 899; of
'Toledo, 400; of Constaptinople, 881; of Ephesus,
431; of Chalcedon, 51, I prefer calling your at-
tention to authorities, which, for being more mo-
dern, will not on that account, perhaps appear less
strong in your cyes, and no doubt will astonish you
ths-more. : 5

The confession of Augsburgh [Arf. 73: “ We
teach that this one holy Church will cxist always.
For truc unity of the  Church, it suffices to agree,
in the doetrine ofthe gospel and the administra-
tion of the sacraments, as St. Paul said, one faith,
one baptism, ounc God, ‘the Father of all.”

The Catechismof Geneva (Sunday XVI), teach-
as that, ¢ Noone can obtain the pardon of his sins,
1nless ho be first incorporated in the people of God
and persevere in the communion of the body of'
Christ —Thus thereforothere would be nothing but
damnation and death for him who is out of the
Church,——VYes, without doubt, ali those who
separate from {he communion of the fithful, to
form a separate sect, must never expect salvn-'
tion as long as they remainin that state of separa-
tion.”?

"The HJvofinTonfession (Art 12,) speaking of '
the assemblies held by the faithful in all times since

~the apostles, adds: ¢ All those who despise them
and scparate from them despise the truc religion,
and should be urged by the pastorsand godly
llximgl’s’tralcs 13t to persist obstinately in their sepa-
on. ot
The Gallican Confession {Axt, 16); « We be-
lieve thatno oneis permitted to withdraw from the
assemblics of worship, but that all ought to main-
tain the unity of the Church;—and that whoerer
strays from it, resists the order of God.» '
The 18th Article of ‘the Engﬁsb conv(;cation
:]382’ teachesthe same docirine almost inthe sam;

+ ‘The Scotch confession (Art. 27);" <t W firmly
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believe that the Church is one.—~We utterly detest
the blasphemies of those who pretend that all men,
by following cquily and justice, whatever religion
they otherwise profess, shall be saved. TFor
without Christ, there is nether life nor Salvation.”’

The Belgic confession: ¢ Wo believe and: con-
fess ono only Catholir; Church.—Whoever forsakes
this true Church, manifestly revolts against the or-
dinance of God.”

The Saxon confession (Art. 12); < Risa great
consalation for usto know that there are no inherit-
ors of eternal life except in the assembly of the
clect, according to that, whom %e has predestinat-
¢d, them hashe called.” .

The Bohemian confession (Ast. 8); ¢ ¥We bave
been taught that all ought to keep the unity of the
Church.—; that no one should introduce sects or
excite sedition, but that every one should prove
himselfatrie memberof the Caurch inthe hond
of peace 2nd in unapimity of sentiment,” How.
strange and deplorable was the blindness of these
men, not to have known how {0 apply these prin-
ciples to the time that preceded the preaching of
Luther' "Whatwas so true, when they drew up
theif confessions of faith, was equally so, no doubt,
atthat {ime, ’

Even Calvin teaghes ¢ that {o forsake the clhurch
is to deny Jesus Christ: that we must be greatly
upon our guard against so criminal separation——-.
thiat 2 more atrocious crime cannot be imagiced,
than that of violaling by a perfidiaus sacrilege, the
covenant which the only Son of God has deigned
tocontract withus.”” Unhappy man! Whata sen-
tence has escaped his mouth. He wisl for ever be
bis awncondemnation,

In 1680, Henchman, bishop of Londen, wisking
1o shew the dissenters the necessity of cucing their
schism, thought he sheuld mare effectually ac-
complish his object, ifthe Calvinistic ministers
from withow would join their voices with his: he
wrole to M. Claude andto M. de PAngle, minis-
ters of Charenton, and to M. Ie Xayne, professor
of divinity at Leyden. theyall three entered into
bis views and gave their opinion jo writing, De
PAngle cets forth ¢ that all those, who, from ha-
tred to the episcopacy, forsake the established
Churcb, were guilty of a very great crime; for
schism (saidhe) is the niost terrible calamity than

———

tho procedure of those who form a separate party
avoid the assemblies of the Githful, and withdraw
themselves from your authorty, ®uch conduct
cvidently amourts 10 a pesitive schism, a:erime de-
testable in itself and abominable bofore .God: and
man; those who incur its guilt, cither by being 1ts
first promoters, or the supporters of it in others.
must expect to-yender a terrible account at the
great day of judgment.’” And yet, neither Claude
nor de I’ Angle, nor-Henchman, had any notion ot
applying to themselves and-their predecessors thae
well founded threat, they.so emphatically beld out
against the Galvinists of England ! ¢! .
¥have under my eye many more passages iu
which Melancthon, Peter Martyr, Gerhard, du
Plessis, &c.and before them-John Huss, teach the
samedoctrine.  X.turn them aside, to bring before
you.some of the most distinguished divines of you: ,
own Church. James.L the sccond. supreme go-.
vernor in spirituals, aod bis theologian, Cassaubon,
in their reply to the Carding! du Rerron, acknow-
ledge in plain terms, <¢.{hat thore is.nobope fur
salvation for those who arescparated from the Ca-
tholic Church, .or from its commaunion.® ¢ Tuuch-
ing thosin of dividing the Church,’ says Dr. Goou-
man, ¢ that it is ef the deepest dye and greatest
guilt, ¥ suppose we shall easily agree; for indecu
no body can we}l doubt of that, who considers what
care our Saviour tack to prevent it,what pains hetook
with his apostles that they might bo thoroughly in-
structed and not differ in tho delivery of his mind
to the, world, and with what oxtraordinary ardous
he prayed for thom upon this very account. John 13
11, And the Apostles themselves answered  thew
master’s care with their owa diligence.aud circum-
spection. He that ubscrves how industrious they
were to resistall begiunings of Schism iz every
Cliurch, to keal all Lreaches, and to take away als
occasions of division, fo unite all hearts and ye-
concilo all minds, Ifow they taught people to.de
'(cst this distemper as the bane of Christianity,
charging them to use the greatest caution, againsi
it, to markand avuid all these mew, that inclingd
that way, aspersons-of a contagious breath anfl
infectivos society. 'What wodious namcs they gise
it, as Carnalily, the work of fheflesh, and of 1

Devil: He, 1say, that observes all this, cannot bu.
Le apprehensivo of the greatness of this sin.  Bu.

can befall the Church.” Claude exhosts the Enp- I'xc_ih:;,{ shall trace the sense 9@!2. Church a little
glish dissenfers to consider, ¢ whether their system | farther, will fiud the Primitive Cbristians baviag
1s not in ditect contradiction 20 thespirit of Chris-j{in such detestation,. tLat they thought it equal to sl

tianity, which ig a spirit of union, ofsocial and fra-

most notorious Idolatry, Murder,.and Sacriledge.*

fernal inlercourse, and never a gpisit of division.— This writer had dceply studied the sacred . volumo

My Lord (continucs.he,) Ihave not

!ple in having recourse to violent remedies against

the least séru-]{nod had caught (ke epirit _of, prifoitive’"{radition.

Ohthat the Parliament of 1553 Lad imade (3¢ same
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.alutary observations, and that your fellow-country-
inen had as deeply felt theiv furce!

Samucl Parker, bishop of Oaxford, expresses
LimscIf with a tone of confidence and triwmph be-,
«owming this subject. T will chalicnge all the.
world to shew me any one .lag morc car-
nostly enjoyn’d and frequently recommended, than
tho preservation of Unity among  Christians, and
thenif without an Unity of Goverpnent, no other
« ould be possibly preserv'd as our author (Thorn-
Jdyke) has proved from commonsense and comnie ¢
expericnce, that must be the thing principd)ly
commanded by all these injunctions.—Aud thus
our Saviour having instituted the Society of his
Church and established Governors in it, when he
enjoyns them tobe careful to preserve Unity, no
mancan be so dull as not to understand, that he
thereby requires them to malke use of all means  of
obtaining it, but especially such as are nccessary
10 its preservation in all Societies. And therefore
whether this Unity of Government be enjoyned in
express wordsin Scripture, 1 will notconcern my-
selfto enquire. because "tis as clear there to all men
of common senscas if it were so enjoyn*d, and that,
ks enough.”’

1

l
[
|

After having endeavoured to lay before your
eyes, alone view, the different proofs that cstab-
lish this incontestible dogma, Iintend, with the
assistance of' God, to develope.in the following
the immediate causes {o be derived from 1.

To be continued.

very strange that protestaats falt furiously upon them for it
as a crime? aud yet the journals, pamphlets sermons and
treatises, which swarm in England, Switzerland and France
arc unceasingly exaiting aganst them the hatred of therr
fellow countrymen, as if catbolies alone restricted salvation
to the teuc Chureb,and as if they  did not hold this doc-
trinc in common with the ather christian societies. What
are we to think of such conduct? Let it not be attsibuted
cither to basv perfidiousness or to hatred; let us rather im-
pute it to agnorance, a shameful and fatal staing it is true,
and yet necessarily inherentin an age becometoo indiffer-
cut tothe concerns of religion to instruct itself, ang too fond
of talking, not to discoursc upon it,as if it was thoroughly
versed in the subject.

Errors do not constitute heresy; but only that perversity
which induces men to remain obstinately attached to them.
Hence the expression of St. Augustine. I may crr, but 1
will never be aheretic.™  Catholies do not hesitate to join
this great light of the Church in makinga complete distinc-
tion betwween those who established a heresy, and who, af-
terwaads being bornin its bosom, have involuntarily imbib-

Such is the language of the enlightencd men of
vour Church, of the most renowned Protestunt the-
logians, of the cowfessions of faith published at Ge-
neva, in Switserland, in France, in Scotland, and
am England; it is the language of tho futhers whoin
fhave cited avove, and ofthe most ancient coun-
¢ils; in fine, it is the fanguage of all apostolical tra-
dition. What then is this great dogma so loudly
proclumed, both by those who have always sup-
ported it, and those alao who have violated it?
WWhat strength must there be in its proofs, to make
atself felt and knowneven in the bosom of schism &
hieresy, to have subducd its very cnemies, and af-
ser the furious attacks so openly sustained by them
to_have constrained them to pay homage to it, and
by so doing to place their principles and their con-
duct in s0 evident a contradiction as to be mani-
rest to the eyes of the whole world!* Butin theo-
ay atlcast, and on the que.tion of nght, which is)
the point immediately in agitation, all parties are
agreed; the difference of communion disappears:
sutherans, Cr Ivinists, English, Scotch, the Greck
and Latin Churches, the faith cf all Cnristian ages,
the doctnine of the apostles, the pressing and fre-
quently repeated injunctions of our divine Legis-
lator; all these, and even our feeble reason itself,

nite in altesting the necessity of preserving anity in
the Church & inbelief, & agree in placing the dog-
ana of unity at the head of the evangelical precepts,
& schism at the head of all human  prevarications.

® If Catholics taught that salvation might be attained out
of the true and only Church of Christ, their encmics would
not bave faled to place them 1n mamifest opposition to scrp-
ture, the fathers, the councils, to the scformers themsclves,
> the coafessions of foith of the reformea of Franee, Ger
many, Switzerland, the Law-Countrics, Scotland, England,
&c. They would not havefailed andassuredly with rea-
fon, to shety that of all chrstians they are the only ones

ed error with their mother’s milk. They regard the form-
cras rebels to the divine authonty of the Church; the lat-
ter asbetng without any bitterness against her and for tho
mcst part withoot obstinacy againsther decrees of which
they even know nothmg  She believes that these latter,
although they belong not to the body, yet belong to the soul
ofthe Church. They thirk,with the same doctor, that the
Church produces for itself children, both from her own
womb, and from that of her servants, that 1s to say, from
foreign communions. Generat per ulerum suum el per
uterum ancillarum suarum,and that consequently heaven
prepares clect from out of heretical socictics, by the parti-
cular graces it is pleased to Destow. They cheerfully
maintain morcover with the same fther, ¢ that a person
imbued with the opinion of Photiaus, and believing st tobe
the Catholic fath ought not to be called a heretic, unless af-
ter being instructed he choose rather to resist the Catholic
faith than to renounce the epinion he has cmbraced,” in
fine, they admit with St. Augustine, ¢ that we must not
rank among heretics those who carefully scek after the
trutb, and who ave in adisposition to embrace it as soon as
discovered.” According to these principles tho learned
bishop Challoner teaches that, if crror comes from 1avinei-
ble ignorance, it cxcuses from the sin of heresy, provided
that with sincerity and without regard to worldly iutcrest?
a person be ready to embrace the truth immediately it shall
present itself to him,”

Catholics cheerfully adhere to this conclusion of the yndi-
cious and profound Nicole. ¢ It is therefore true, accord-

I'rom The Jesuit.

Scarcely doesa week pass, without bringing us
Lies in abuslance, and nusrepresentations by whole-
sale, from distant chimes, about the conversion wi
Cathalics to thse indefimte amd undefinable ereed ue
rather opinionism of a mock-reformation. Indi
seems of late to be a vast theatre m whigh the Bi-
ble and traet actors are funousty fretting ther hour
upon the stage. It uppears from the manufictu-

red Articles, revivals, (of ministerial cunning, hum-
bug” and fraud) that 8,000 families “mostly Catho-
lics” have iccome kopeful converts to Protestdn-
tism " We regret that onr Printer canuot con-
veniently attach 8,000 notes of admiration to this
last sentence, to express our surprise that 8,000 lies
could have been thus compressed within the nar-
row precincts ofa short sentence,  But this bait o,
the Missionary, no-missionary fraternity is too stale
to be relished by the improved taste of the Amer-
ican Community, who will no longer be caught by
such pious and money making anglers.

The passage of the Catholic cmancipation Bill.
the long withholding of which speaks volumes vl
the civil and religious tyranny ot the Reformation-
men, has given a death-blow to Protestantism in the
¢ sister isle;” and makes it no longer fashionablc,
or political for Cathulics to rencunce % the faith
once delivered to the Saints, ” for the newefangled
doctrines of the pious Henry the Sth, ond the #e1
der-kearted, virgin queen Elizabeth., Conversion
from principle is in this case, out of the questivn,
unless indeed, conviction of depravity and crime
may be mistaken for such conversion,

The cnlightened people of America now begin
to forma correct cstimate ofsuch Quixotism, Fai-
ry tales, and miserable legends with which ol8 men
women and children have been hitherto  amused.

for which, like the Whistle of Franhlin, they paid”
too dearly, with which the old men and women
will light their pipes, or lamps, and which the
youngones will concertinto curling-paper—strong
indication this ofso much* waste paper.”

We rejoice at the information which the late pa
pers contain relative to the Court of Reme. Care
dinal Cappelari isin all likelihood promoted to the
Chair of St. Peter.  He hasever shewn  himself
the strenuous advocate and uncompromising fiiend
of the Church of Christ. Elevated from his for-

ingto all catholic theologians, that there isa great b
of Jiving members und truc childeen of the Chureh, in com-
munions separated from Lier; since there are so many infants
who alwaysformr 2 considerable part of them and since
there might also be some among the adults, although she
docs not pay atteation to it, beeause she does not knosw
them.” ‘They maintais with the skilfal theologiacs of the
University of Paris, ¢ that children of the uninstructed
partake acither of heresy nor of schism: tiat they are ex-
cuscd by their invincible ignorance of the state of things:
———that they may, with the grace of God, lead a pureand
innocent life: that God_docs notimpute to them tiie crrors
to which they are attached by an inviceible ignorance; that
they may thas belong to the soulof the Church with faith,
bope, and charity.”

In fine, leaving to themsclves certain morose and ill-ine
formed minds, catholics lovg to repeat, with regard to the

who have the boldacss to place salvation out of the bounda.
gies ficed by the divine Legislator.  But when they agree
with all the protestant scolctics npon this agticle, is it notl

greater number of persons who live in schism and beresy,
whal Salvlan formerly sxid of the Goths and Vandals brought

210

over to Christianity by the  Arians: « 'I‘!;Zy arc herctics.
but without knowing it; they err, but with perfect sinceris
ty.” Qualiter pro hoc false opinionis crrore. in dic jud:-
ciipunicendi sunt, nullus polest scire, nisi solus judex
Religionteaches catholics to judge the doctrines and for
bids them tojadge the persons of men.  Of course there
forothey roaintain the principles & neverallow themselves.
to condemn those who are out of their charch; they leave
them ta the judgment of Ged.  He alone knows the bottom
of the heart and the graces that he gives: he alone eanvead
the actual disposition of the souls that he calls to his tribu-
nal.

This dottrine is conformable with the spirit of Christiani-
ty,and shews to greater advantago the extent of catholicity
whilst it forbids us tomark ontits precise boundaries. It
also fully exculpates catholics from that imputation of e
mity, and spirit of intolerance which people are fond of

todging against them.
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mer sphere of utility, (we hope that the next offici-
A intelligenee will confirm the nowe of bis  eleva-
1.m ) he now occupies a throne the most venera-,
Ile and gloriows in the range of ¢iv ilizalion.——Pa-i
gan Rome, the mystic Babylon of uld, is fallen;
flom ite ruins Lo tisen the Cliristian Ruine, the
ustpride and tiutoph of the cruss, the Lonor and

the happiness of the Catholic worlh—The Cac-;‘
St are, oy it they never were 5 their sceptres like
thenedves Lave ciubled jnto duste. The Pusto-
sal staff ot wllicy Lus succeeded ; and though  ascd
sor Eughitcen hwnhied years, by the true siepherd,
of the true flock, exhibits the same  freshiness, and
firmuess of teature as when it was first committed
tu the hand of the Prince of'the Apusthes by the Sa-:
voar Gold, whoius coted Lo with Pastual Supre-.
macy, when he said: ¢ Feed my lambs ; fred my -
alieep.” Cardigal Cappelari is now in his 66th;
sear, and o the uyoytment of good health, a fine
coistitutivn and full majosty of misd.—May b
whe lung upun casth! and shortly satness the s,
tons that hud revotad  Jrom the Apostolic l.ulh,n
srounding the arms o) ther rebeliwn, and. oner
more rallyinge about the. cruss of Salvation... .
AsaBiogiaphival sketuh of Cardinul Cappelariy
suust be interesting to our readus, we funiush Uu'
tollowing, wlich we hiy e every reasonto bencee is
currect,

Mauro Cappelari was born in the Venctian
States in the year 1765—He early distinguished
himseifin belles letters, the study of which le cul-
tivated with much success, in the most cclebrated
colleges of the republic of Venice. Notwithstan-
Jding the public honors decreed to his merit, and the
encomiums of relatives and friends, so flaitering
at the age of 22, he was <ensible that there exist-
~da vacuum in Lis young heart, which time vould
oply increase and religion alone could fill. He a-
handoned the world and its deceitful llusions, and
retired to the Benedictine Convent where he con-
secrated himsclf'solcly to prayer and studyv.—In
*his retirement he rendered Limsell cunspicuous by
his austere piety and ready obedience to the com-
mands of his superiors ; while he pursued s stu-
dies at the same time with astonishing success and
filled successively the professorial chairs of Belles
Letwres, Philosophy, History, and ‘Theology.  But
Y.eo the XIith, whose diseriminating tact in the
~hoice of hisouncellors was so refined, neglected

lis obliged touppear, it would be unpossible to dis-

the RRoman purple, has not in the least deviated,
from the simp'e habits he had contracted in his
monnstery —Y1e leads a retired bntactive lift, nev-
er accepts of invitations, but gunerally  passes the
Festivals with his former colleagues; the pious.
monks of St. Gregory,  He is so very plain in l.isi
dress, thut were it not for the Calotte in which he.

cover by lus apparel the dignified rank of C.n‘di-\l
nal-—=Vet there is S0 liwew miajeoty i Lis loub, and,
nol.lity in his deportinent, that one cannot butim- |
mediatcly recognize . him the man of superior

mind. H. D.

DEFETCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,

By Demetrius A. Gallitzin, a Russian Prisce @ now a Ca-’
tholic Pricst , addressed by bym to a reviler of our Holy
Reli: on. '

|
!
|

DEAR SIR. |
AFrter your unprovoked attack upon the,
whole body of Roman Cathalics, it was expected’
that an apology for the same would have been con-
sidered by you as due ta them. To exhibit above
one hundred millions of Catholics, es standing up-
on a level with heathens; 4o represent the whole af |
them as a superstitjous get, wandering in the paths,
of darkness, and finally to exclude the Catholics,
of the United States from their rank of citizens, |
cannot be considered by you as a {rifling insult.,
Now, sir, as a gentleman, you cannot be ignorant
of the common principles of civility. As a Chgs-
tian, and especially asa teacher of the Christian
religion, you cannot be ignorant o that great pre-
cept of christian chority which our blessed Saviour
declares to be the very soul of religion, on whickh
depend the vhole law and the Prophets. Matt.
xxii. 40. Wishing to agt under the influcnce of
those principles; 1shall, according to the direction
of your and my Saviour. (Matt. v. 44.) return you
gaod for cvil, and pray God to bless you, whilst
vou are persceuting and calumniating us,  How-
ever, as you refuse us (what we think we are justly
entitled to) an apology, I shall step forward in the
name of my Catholic brethern, and give you and
the public an explanation of our principles, which
will convince you, I trust, that we are not guilty
of superstition.

If, instead ofaccusing us in a gencral manner,
you had been pleased to state distinctly in what
particular points we arc guilty of superstition, a
great deal of time would bave been saved, as my

no opportunity of hecoming intimately acquainted
with the learned Capellari.— He accordingly invi-
ted him to Rome in 1824, 3vhere he was raised by
bis colleagues to the dignity of Superior of the can-
vent of St. Gregory, on Mount Celius, founded by
the Saint whoschame it bears—Leo the X1ith soon

defencewould be confiued to those praticular points ',

of allack: but now, not knewing for which par-
ticular points the attack is intended, Ianust be
ready at all points.

In order to ascertion whetherwe are or not guilty
of superstition, it will be necessary, in the fiest

admitted him to his confidence ard was not long

place, ta give a distinct definition of the word su-

in perceiving that the learued Monk was ciidow-
ed with sagaeity and judgment to axxé:tl-x:xoﬁl\innry
Adegree, and a firmness of character which could be
influenced only by virtuc ‘ora holy desire of pro-

moting the cause of the Catholic religioh.~—He ac-

rondingly clevated hum to the diguity of "Cxrdinal
1 1826, and shordy afier to that o Prefect of the
Propaganda. The Cardinal, since i< clevation to

perstition. Many disputes originate altogether in
the misunderstanding of wards, and might be en-
tirely avoided, by first agreeipgabout he meanipg
of those words.

Collet, a great divine of {he Gallican church,
gives the following definition ofthe word super-

i

Superstition (says hie) est inordinattts culto
veri vel fulsy numinis.  Whieh I thus give in plain:
English: Superstition is an inordmate worship ot
the true or of a false divinity,

‘T'o accuse us of super-tition then, is to say, (hat
weeither worship the true God in an inordinats
manner, or that we worship false Gods, or that we
are guilty of both,

To whichiof the tenets of the Catkelic Clancl
does auy of these three medes of superstition a) -
ply?

I reply beldly—1o none: and inorderto conviner
you uand your hearcrs, that 1 um justifiable in £ay

jing so, T shall give you a short sketch of oyr €a

tholic principles; but do not expectio find, mrayed
amongst them, those pretended Catl.ohe ; rincsple-
which ignorance, prejudice, and,Iam apprehicn

sive, sometimes malice and ill-will, falsely atti

bute to Catbolics. ‘Thus, ¥ shall say nothingabot

the infallibility of the Pope, thePope’s power U
grant licenses to commit s, or dispensation froin
the oath of sllegiance, about the worship of Saints.
and many other articles folsely attributed to Romau
Catholics. and which (I have too much recasonto
belicve) are industriously propagated, 1o auswa:
ceriain jniquilous puposes.

May the great God give me grace todisplay he-
fore your oyes, and before the-cves of the public,
the beauties and perfections of the Catholic Church -
that in her you maybeliold the true and immacul-
ate spouse of Jesus Christ Bphes. v, 81; ever sub-
ijest and ever faithfulto him, 24; ever loved -and
icherished by hur. 25, 29; joined o kim by ¢n indrs-
jsoluble union, 81, 32; that in her youmay behold
\the kmgdom of which Jesus Chwist is the King, St.

Luc. 1 85; the sheepfold of which Jesus Christ s
the shepherd, John x. 16; the house of the living
God, 1 'fim, iii. 15; the ptiar and the ground qf
lthe truth, ibid.; altays ¢ne, Jobn x. 16, Lphes.

iv. 4, 5; aheays visible, Matt. v. 1]; unconquerable

by the united efforts of hell and carth, Matt. xvi.
'!S; that you may not fall uuder the sentence pro
jnounced by St. Peter, 11, ii. 12, <Thesc men.”
i blaspheming what they know not, shall perish in:
'lhcir corruption; and by St. Jude, 10, these men
.blaspheme whiat they know not.  <“Woe fo them, ™
,&c. Onthe contimy, Itrust, that you will feet
. yourself compelled to exclaim with Balaam, ¢ ITow
1beautiful are thy tabernacles, O Jucob; and thy
tents, O Isracl 17 Numb, xxiv. 5.
We believe, dear sir, that Almighty Godis per
fectin himself, and perfectin all his works, A4
.ter creating the world, and all it contains, God sawn
'all the things fhat he bad made, and they were
'very good, Gen. i. 81. By tle Llp of nalural
: pinlosophy, physic, anatomy, astrorcmy, and otha:
sciences, many of the Leauties aal porfections v
naturc have been discosercd, which give us the
most exalled idea of the ponwerand wisdem of theio
Creator; many miore, however, are, and will e
main wrapt up in wystery, aond are thereby tl.¢
better caleulated to give us suane, though fabit idca
ofthe immensity of God. Irom whatdiscovenies
have been made, vie are stinck with astoniskment.

A

stition, whichyou will rcadily grant to be cor-
rect, ' -
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1 ystem of nature, and every partof it. The grad-
val developement of our ficullics, the gradual,
though slow progress of knowledge, bas cnabled
us o ~netrate into a few of the scerets of nature.
$3very discovery has paved the way to new oncs,
1 were the world to last millions of year:, we
€honld still discover more, and yet be obliged to
own that we have scarcely got one drop out ofan
reean,
will pass away, potwithstanding all its beauties and
verfections. It was created, we believe, for the
use of man during Lis mertal life, to afford Lima
~o:mfortable and happy cxistence.  But, sir, man
15 not created for this visible world alone; his body
was formed of clay, and his soul, his immortai coul,
1< the image of God, the breath of the most high:
“*And the Lord God breathed into his fuce the
breath of life, and man became a living soul.”’
Cen. ii. 7. 'Webclieve that the soul of man was
eteated for everlasting happiness, and that created
12 the image of God, we aro to rest forever in the
bosom of God.  With 8t. Augustine we exclaim,
‘thou hast madeus for thyself, O Lord, ‘and our
hearls are restless, until they rest in thee,”

We believe that, although created to the image
of God, we may defile in ourselves that image, and
thus remove ourselves from our original destination,
We believe that wo shall only then attain the ob-
icct of our destination, if we try to keep up in our-
selves that image undefiled, or in other words, if
we try to be and to become more and morosimilar
¢o our Creator: “be perfect (says our Saviour) as
also your heavealy Father is perfect.”” Matt. v. 48;
Ve believe then, that in order to become ripe for
IJcaven, we must try to keep oursclves pure and

«.ndefiled, show the most perfect obedience to our
<ieator, thoe most perfect submission of our heart

end understanding, practice  humility, chastity,
ustice, andabove ali, the most perfect charity;
that is, we must love God above all things, and our
eeighbour as ourselves.  The will of God must be
always the only rule of our conduct; we must love
what he loves, hate what he hates, and, with due

{ roportion, do as he does; consequently, we must:

- onsider sia as *he greatest of allevils, and be wil-
ling to sacrifice even life itself, rather than offend
wur Creator, by, a wilful transgression of his com-
anndments.  As Almiglty God is infinitely just,
1nfinitely good to all men, cven to the worst of
enen; so must we be strictly just and charitableto
il mea, cven to our  cnemies, without distinction
A believer or unbeliever, Clristian, or Jew, or
Mahometan® or Heatlien, &&c.  Inshort, sir, we
L:elicve, that inorder to hecomeSaints in Heaven,
wic mustlead a Loly Yife upon carth, and that all
the extermal acis of religion wlich we practice,
¢an never afford a substitute for a holy and virluous
fifc. W belicve, and teach frem allthe Catholic
pulpits in the wkole woill, that confidence inex-
¢ rial acts of religion, unsupporicd and unaccom-
¢ anicd by the practice of vittuz, is amost abomin-
< Oie presamption, and el superstition.

‘Fo comviuce you, sir, that such is the real be-
Yool of Catholics, I refer you {o all the Catholic
watestieas proyer Dooks, 1acliaticns, sermove,

~uteiiabinl,

This world, sir, which wo so muchadmire;

! otirer hand, being limited, can have nothing to offer

{in short, to all the spiritual books of any kind, that;
ever were published in any partof the Catholic
world. Being provided with books of that Kind,
from almostevery Catlolic country in Europe, Ij
,readly offerthem to any persou, curtous to ascertian |
i the doctrine of Catholics on so wnportant a subfect, |
,on which misrepresentation has created so mmnyI
iprejudices.  What more common, indeed, than to
“hear it said, thata Catholic, or 1f you choose,a
{ Papist, puts so much confidence in his Priost, that
(it matters little to lum whether he commits sin or
not, for afler having broken all the commandments
,0f God, he thinks hie has nothing to do, but to con-
fess his sins to the Prest, and behold, from the gulf
"ofperdition heleapsat once into Paradise!

Catholics, then, among whom there are thou-
sands and thousamds of men, cminent for their gen- !
ius and learning, men of the most transcendant |
talents, celebrated in all the different branches of;
literature, and what is much betlter, famed for the
most genuine, the most heroic virtues; Catholics
.then, I say, are believed, or at least represented,
to be most brutally stupid !  But let us proceed.

We believe that man, originally created {o the
image of God, has in a great measure defiled that
sacred image by tasting the forbidden fruit. We
believe, that in consequence of that sin, which we
call original sin, man fell under the curse of God,
was not only driven out of the earthly paradise, but
what is infinitely worse, forfeited his right and
title to the happiness of leaven ; and we believe
that it was notin the power of man, to offer to the
irratated justice of God, a satisfaction adequate to
the offence. As the malice or iniquity of an off-
ence must, in a measure, be determined by the de-
gree of digmly and elevation of that being to whom
Ithe offence is given, God being infinite in power,
|digni(_v, and perfection, the offence must be in
'some measure infinite in its malice; man, on the

by way of reparation or satisfaction, but what is‘
limited in its value, and of course not adequate as;
a satisfaction. 'The wrath and the justice of God
{demanded a victim; all mankind must be sacri-
gﬁccd, must suffer, and their sufferings must be
"inﬁnitc, which they cannot be unless they last for
‘ever; ora being, equal to the offended Creator,
' must step forward and pay the ransom. As every
}nctof an infinite bring is of infinite value, one

,adequate satisfaction. 1ere then is the pivotupon!
which tarns the whole Catholic Religion, with all}
jits profound mysterics. Mankind Dbeing doomed‘
;lo cternal torments, and not being able to satisfy
“God’s infinite justice, within any limited period, !
jJesus Christ, the Son of God, cqual to his IFather,
'burning with zcal for his glory, and with Jove to
' man, offers himself as the victim of God’s infinite
justice. The ransom is accepted, and a ucw
Ichance of hicaven is offered to man.

The main point to be explained now is, inwhat
{manner we believe that Jesus Christ hias accom-

i

“word, one sigh, from sucha being, would be an |
t

plished the redemption &f man, This will of

Church of Christ, of the Christian Religion, and all
its mysteries.

Webelieve that Jesus Cliist, in order to become
a victim of propitiation for onr sins, assumed hu
man nature, which being united to his divine na-
ture, formed onc person,  As God, he could not
suffer; by becoming a real man, assuming a real
human soul, and a real human body. he made
himself liable to sufferings ; and by being God
his sufferings became of infinite value, and, of
course adequatc as a satisfaction.

Webelieve that Jesus Christ was conceived in
the womb of the spotless Virgin Mary, by the
‘gm\cr and operationof the Holy Ghost. Luc. i.
'35,

i We believe that Jesus Chyist, immolating him-
'self for our sius, acted in the capacity of a Priest

|-~a Pricst being the minister of a sacrifice 3 we
|believe that he is both High Pricst and Victim.—
iIIcb.v. 7,8, 9, and 10.

Mankind having fallen by original sin, into a
wonderful state of depravity, the light of reason
being almost extinguished, their understanding
pervosted, (witness the many ridiculous and
abominable systems taught by their wise men and
p!uiloaopbers,) their hearts corrupted and given up
a prey to all the passions, Jesus Christ came not
only tosatisfy forour sins, and by that means to
open for us the gates of Heaven, but ke also came.
to show, both by word and exmnple, what means.
we must take in order {0 obtain Heaven,
Webeliove that in Jesus Christ we have a
perfect example and pattern of a holy life, and an
infallible teacher of salvation..

We believe that in tho gospel is recorded a
part, and indeed avery small past; of what Christ
did and preached during bisvisible ecxistence on
earth. John xxi, 25.

‘We believe the authors of these gospels to have
beeninspired by the Ioly Ghost, and therefore
we believe every word contained in them, as pro-
ceeding from the fountain of truth,

As we believe the gospel of Christ to be a di-
vine book, so we belicve ‘that nonc but a divine
authority canexpound the same. We shudder at
the idea of bringing tuat divine book before the

fribunal of limited or corrupted reason,
and we candidly confess that, although
we were provided with a greater share of
wisdom and knowledge than Solomon pos-

sessed, we should still be unequal, of ourser-es.
to the task of understanding and explaining the
gospel, ot other parts  of holy wiit. In this we
are confirmed by St. Peter, who says that “‘no
praphesy of the Scripture is made by private in-
terpretation.” 2 Peter i. 20.

As we believe that holy Scripture is the word
of God, so we believe that holy Scripture misrep-
resented, is not the word of God, but the word of
corrupted man ; and that Scripture is often mis-
represented, we are obliged to belicve, from the
assertion of St, Peter, who fells us, that the un-
learncd and unstable wrest tho Scriptures to their
own perdition, 2 Peter, iii. 16; and likewise
from our own observations : for, s common sensc
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. contradictory doctrines, soit tells us, of course,
JLat numbers of doctrines, preached pretendediy
irom Scripture, must be false, as they stand in
. »ntradiction {o other doctrines drawn from the
same Scripture.

We believe that true faith is indispensably ne-
essay for salvation.

¢ [T¢ that believeth nct, shall be condemned,”
Mark xvi. 16 . and, ¢ without faith it is impossible
“wplease God.””  Heb. xi. 6.

Ve beliese that Jesus Christ, requiring faith as
w cessary for salvation, must have provided us with
e quate micaws to obtain faith, that is, to believe,
«.thout doubting, all these things which he has
~mght and instituted  asnecessary for sabvation,

ti Jesus Christ has not provided us with suchmeans,
we must be a tyrant indeed, as he would require of
~« what we could not otherwise possibly perform.

We believe that Jesus Christ has established the
oy Catholie Church for the above purpose ; fo wit,
1g the supreme tribunal to regulate our faith, orin
sher words, to keep the precious deposit of reve-
Ltion unaltered, to explain to us (without any pos-

sihility of error) the meaning of every part of hosy
writ necessary for salvation, and likewiso to pre-
serve and transmit to posterity undefiled, all that
past of Chrlst’s divine doctrine which was only
Aolivered by word of mouth, either by Christ or by
his apostles, according to these words of St. Paul,

- therefore, brethren, standfirm ; and hold the
fraditions which you have learned, whether by word
or by our epistles.”” 2 Thess. ii, 14. We helieve
hat the word of God, transmitted to us by fradi-

ion, iz entilled te thevery same respect asthe
written word,

We think it absurd to assert, that Jesus Christ
“ag taught or preached nothing essential, but what
8 written in a few pages of the gospel. We do
.0t find in the gospel the instructions which Jesus
hrist gave his apostles, during the forty days that
ue appearcd to them after his resurrection ; and yet
stisbeyond all doubt, that Jesus Christ during
ihese forty days, the last days he spent with his
1postles, instructed them particularly in all the
mysteries of his kingdom, or of his Church. Acts
of Apostles, i, 3.

These last instructions which Jesus Christ gave
uis apostles, before parting, and when they were
bout entering on the arduous dutics of the ministry;
'hese last instructions, I say, are not lost, although
not recorded inthe gospel ; they form a part of that
precious deposit eutrusted to the Church, and
have, by an uninterrupted succession of pastors,
bc.cn transmitted undefiled toour present dﬂ)‘S, and
will be thus transmilted to the most remote gener-
ations, even to the consummation of time.,

We believe, then, that the holy Catholic Church
ts the supreme judge in matters of faith, Lothto
determine the true sense of Scriplure, and fo scfile
nur belief with regard to that part of Christ’s doc-
trinc delivered by word of mouth.

Whenever the Church has pronounced, the
the controversy is settled, doubts vanish, and we
are as certain as if Jesus Christ himself had spo-
hen,

’lj»is unerring authority of the Church we discov-
er, Ist. In the positive and most  uncquivecal pro-
misey of Jesus Christ.  2nd. In the dictates of "
common sense.

Ist. Inthe positive dictates of Chiist: <Upon|
this vock T will builg sy Church,& the gutes of hell,
shall not prevail agaiast it.”  Matlt, xvi. 18

Ifthe Church could possibly teach damnable|
lerrors, then the gates of hell could pevail against,
fier, contrary to the above promise. “Goye, !
therefore, amd teach all nations; baplizing them in
the nane of the Fathier. of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you; and pchold I am,
with you all days, cven to the couumnmation of the
world.  Matt. xxviii, 19° 20, Christ adiressing!
histwelve apustles on tho present occasivn, evid-
ently speaks to all his ninisters, successors of the
apostles, to the ond oftime, which, I think, neceds
no proof, Now, sir, upon that subject I form the
following argument, which sound logic will find
correct. Christ promises that he himself will be
with his apostles, baptizing, preaching, and teach-
ing all nations,until the consummation of time; now
Christ cannot tella lie; therefore it is evident that
Christ hasfulfiled his promise, and that duringthese
1820 years past, Christ has always been with. his
ministers, the pastors of the holy Catholic Church,
and that he will continue to be with them to the end
of time; that he will accompany and guide them
when they preacl. his word, aud admiuisterhissacra-
mcats.

«“And ¥ willask the Father, & he shall give you
another paraclete, that he may abide with you for
ever, tho Spirit of Truth.” John xiv. 16,17. It
appears that Christ asked his heavenly Fatherto
bless his ministers, the pastors of his Church, with
the spirit of truth for ever: pray, sir, did Christ:
offer upany prayer in vain? Andif his prayer was’
heard, how could the pastors of the Church ever!
preach false doctrine?

«‘But when he, the Spirit of Truth, shall come,
he will teach you all truth.”  John xvi, 13.—<the
Churchof the living God, the pillar and ground of
the truth.” 1 Tim. iii. 15. If tho church itself,|
asit comes out of thchandsof God, is the very
ground and pillar of truth, itwill hardly want the/
rerorming hand of corrupted man to put it right; it’
will always teach the truth, the whole truth, and!
nothing but the truth; and instead of attempting to
reform this the most precious of all the worksand'
institutions of God, you and X must be reformed by |
it. To quote all the texts that prove the holy'
Church of Jesus Christ to be infallible, or invested’
by Christ with a supreme and unerring authority in
matters of faith, would be endless, Isaid, that we
discover this unerring authority even in the dictates
of common sense. Yes, sir; common sense fells
us, that the works of God arc perfect in their kind.
Now the Church being most emphatically the work
of God, it most assuredly must be perfect: the
Church bowever must b vory imperfect indecd, if
it wants the main perfection, whichas our guide and
ditectorto Heaven, itmust bave; that of always

of our limited and corrupted reason, that of always
carrying before our eyes the bright and divine light
of revelation,

Show us achurch which is not infallible which
owns itselffallible, wanting of course the main per-
fection which the Church of Christ must have, and
you show us achucch of corrupted man, not the
Church of Christ. Common sense tells us, that
withoutan mfaltible tribunal, unanimity in faithis a
thing impossible.  Withouta centee of unity, o fis-
ed standard, an absolute and infalible tribunal, a
living oracleto determin2 the mind, it is absolute-
ly impussible, that men, framed as they ave, should
ever come to one and the same way of thinking ;
whoever renounces this wlallibic anthority 6f the
Church, has no longer any sure meaus to secure
him against uncertanties, and to settle his doubts ;
he s inasauw and perplexed situation, tossed to
and fro by every wind of doctrine.

We are confirmed in the above suggestions of
common sense, by our observations, Unity in
faith we find no where but in the Catholie Church,
above one hundred milllons of Catholics, scattered.
over the face of the eartls, are perfectly onc in mat-
ters of faith.  We meet from the most distant papre
of the globe, ignorant of one atother’s language,
manners, customs, &c. yet our thouglits and prin-

ciples about religion and its mysteries ave exactly
alike, Pray, sir, is that unity to be found- amen)
those who have shaken off the authority of the
Church? Since they heve presumied: to reform (ar
they callit) the Catholic Church, what do we see
but one reformationon another, hundreds and hun.
dreds of different Churches, one rising on the ruine
»f another, all widely different from onc another,
each stiling itself the Chireh of Christ, cachappeal-
ing to the guspel for the orthodoxy ofher doctrine
each calling her ministers, ministers of Christ, eachs
calling the scrmons of her ministers, the word of
God, &c. &c.

Common sense tells ug, that the gospel, the writ-
ten word, could not have been intended as the
supreme judge to fix our belief in matters of
faith.

1st, Because it may be misunderstood.

The many contradictory doctrines drawn from)
Scripture, prove that it is often misunderstood, and
even in matters which Christ declares a condition
sinequa non ofsalvation. Witness the following:

“Except a man be born again of water and the
Holy Ghost, he cannot entevinto the kingdom of
God.”> John iii. 5.

¢¢Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, you shall not baveMlife inyou,
Johnlvi, 54, e

«Without faith it is impossible to please God.»
Heb. xi. 6.

You will readily acknowledge that these several
texts, although directing us to do certain things as
a sine qua non of salvation, are. interpreted in
contradictory ways, and of course misunder:
stood. :
Some findin the gospel, the necessity of Baptism
for -salvation —others find in it, salvation withont

teachiog truth, thet of always supplying the wants
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Some find in it the necessity of receiving the
fesh and blood of Christ—others find that Christ
gave us nothing bt bread and wine, as memo-
rials of his death.

Some find in the gospel, that faith alone will save
others discover in the gospel the msufliciency of
faith alone.

Some find in the gospel, abeolute and uncondi-
tional predestination; others reject it, as  impious
and blasphiemous.

Now,siv, uve all these right? Or, wiltit be said

mattersnot to be found in holy writ, but deliver- " spoken tcord also 7 when spoken to us by his do.
cd by tradition.  Webeliove then, that the catho- “puted heralds ; by thase whom he commaads us ¢
(He church is this living, visible, and supremne an- kear, us we would himself 7 Luke x. avi.
1thorily; and if we are asked where we beliove this | But, netwithstanding the Protestant’s formal .
authority resides,we answer, in the body of Christ’s “claration (o the contrary, there are cases in whic!
imimslcrs, the pastors of the Catholic church, and 'if not in word, he must in fact agree with me, th.
the lawful successors of those pastors whom Jesus hiuman testimony is absolutely certaia, and infal!
'Christ appointcd, and jvvested with full authority 1ble - cases, in which he himself could no mor
lto discharge the functions of his ministry. To |doubt its veracity, than he could that of the clearcs:
that body of pastors we look for heavenly instruc- announcements in the sacred Scriptures.

tions. In them we sce the suceessors of Jesus Christ } Tor instance, can he doubt that there ever wein

that itis immaterial which of these contradictory jinvested by him with the same authosity which he such men as an Alexander the Great . a Coesur,

opinious we embrace? No sir; common  sense tclls}

us that holy writ was not given us to be misunder-|
stood—that when misunderstood it leads usastray;)
whereas it was intended to guard us against the|

"
misfortune of being led astray.  common sense)
tells ns then, thatScripture being a dead letter, a;
dumb book, which cannot esplain itself, Christ,
must bave provided some visible & Jiving authority
some supreme and  uncering  tribunal  to explain
Scripture, aud that this is, and can be no other than
the church.

A second reason why Scripture cannot be our

supreme judge in tmatters of laith, is, because there ;'

are many t.1t cannot read.

A third reason- the gospels and epiistles were not
writlen fur many ycars after the Church of Christ was
established, and spread among maoy nations. For,
many hundred years afer that,the art of printing not!
baving been discovered, the Holy Scriptures could
not be inmany person’s haads: and yet during that

‘time, the precious deposit of faith was as well
kept, as it has been since holy writis in the hands
of every body. Yessir, and betler; every body can-
not read, but ey ery body, learned or unlearned, can
subnit to the Church, transmitting to both, by the
the assistance of the Tlaly Ghost, the dectrine of
Christ, uncorrupted and in its primtive puvity.
Mere sir, is a mode of instruction, adapted to c\'c~!
ry body’s apacity.

A fourthreason: If Imust take upmy creed by~

reuding Scrivture, 1 must be satisfied that the book |
which is put into mybands, and called the holy|
scripture, isreally the genuine scriptured, as writ-

ten by “'0‘31’05“053 I, a poor ilhterate man, notl'ye received as infullible ;since, in the Holy Serip-
haviug enjuyed the benefit of ahberal cducnlion,‘@{urc, God himsclf declares that every man is ai'

hardly acquainted with wy own language, how,

shall I know whether the Erglish bible you put in- |}

to my hands iz a faithful translation of the original,

Hebrew and"Greck, ornot. I shall have to take: collectively taken ; not of all mankind together.

vourword for t! If I do, my faithis then pinned|

toyoursleeve. But no sir, I cannot submitto dolispired penmen, who composed the Scriptures ; nor!‘

lihimselfhud‘ received from his heavenly Father- Pompoy,a Virgil, a Horace : a Henry the Iaghth
“As the Father hath sent me, 1 alsosend you, iy Bonaparte, and a‘hundred thousand other wor
John xx. 21, ';(hics, ancient and modemn, whom he Las neswe:
In them we beliold the organs of the Holy Ghost “seen: aud whom he believes, and cannot Lelp b
¢ He that heareth you, heareth me.  J.uke x. 16. "licving to have existed,merely on luman testimony

{ And I will ask the Father, and he shall give you

Can lie doubt that there issuch o country as Clu
]

another paraclete, that ho may abide with you for, na, as Botany Bay, as France, Spain, Haly. Mex
ever, the Spirit of Truth. John xiv. 16, 17.  But!jco, and all the other places in the world ; whivt
when he, the Spirit of Truth, shall come, he will) he has never scen 5 concerning the existence o
teach you all truth,”  John xvi. 13,

Bear, sir, are we guilty of superstition in putting

Iwhich he has only the vox popudi, or the gencrut

testmony of mankind : and yet he belivves

of Christ, and in thus believing thatthe Spuit of
Truth never has, and never will depart fromn the
pastors of Christ’s Church. In our pastors we be-:
Iiold men invested with the keys of the kingdom of
Heaven, that is, the power of administering abso-
lution, or the forgiveness of our sins. Matt. xvi.
19, xviii. 18, and John xx. 23.

fult confidence in the above asscrtions and promises!

that human testimony as firmly, as if it were
the woxr Dei ; or the express testimony ot
God himself. Did he not ; what an adiot wonld
fie not scem in the midst of his fellow creatures ?
And yetthe Protestant will absurdly gontend that
we are to receive no testimony as absolutely sure
and infallible, but what we find couched in black
and whife in the Scriptural code, orthebible. Let

To them wc apply, and from their hands we re-
ceive our heavenly and  spiritnal food, the sacred:
{flesh and bleod of Jesus Christ, which he enjoins us
to receive. John i, 48, 59 ; and which he em-!
powers his ministers {o procure for us. Luke:
xxii. 19.

20 be continued.
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ORIGINAL.

VOX POPULI VOX DEL

The gencral voice is the voice of God.
&

Protestants maintain that no humaa testimony can

‘Tiar—Rom iil. 4—that is
deceived,
But this is spolien only of man wndiwidnally ; not

, apt to deceive, or bc]

Neither can it be understood s spoken of the in-’

him only act up to that principle in common life ,
and sco what a figure he will cut, and how awk-
wardly he will find himse)f plnced in all his relation
iships with suciety. .
Now all these facts and realities he admits as uu:
questionable only on hearsay, or the general tes
itimony of man. But what hearsay, or testimony
has been more general, long-lasting and uniforin.

|

"'than that of the Catholic, or univ.ssal Church : the

; Church of all nations, and of all ages, since our Sa-
Iviour’s time ? So that even, abstracting from alt
lthe promises which, hier divine founder, made to
her of infallibility, and durability to the end of the
world ; she must be considered by every rational

thinking and unprejudiced person, even as a kumar

Iautlxority, one of the greatest existing in nature.

|

BIBLICAL NOTICLS AND EXPLANATIONS,

Continned
TIHE BOOX OF JOSHUA.

Chapter 4. Verse 3. The twelve men chosew
from the twelve tribes, and commanded foiake ¢

>, because I find material differences in different |vet of those alt over the world, whom he hasunited | of the midst of the Jordan, where the feet of the

travslationsof the scripturer; of course Iam kopti
in suspenese, if  know ofnone but a barely human!

authority 1 support uf cach of the different transla-
tivas.

These arc sufficient reasons o induce us to bel-
devegthat holy writ(although certainly God's word) |
was not intended to be our supreme judge in mat-
ter<'of faith, and to consvince us that Christ has pro-!
¥ided us with a livieg, visble, and supreme au-
thonty, Lo settle all our doubts with regard to thci
true translavon of Scripture, thetrue sense of it,

and likewise with regard to many other essentialr should Ais written tord be infallible ;and not his'brook, and put iuto his serip :

!!ogothcr in his one faith revealcd ; and with whom
“he has solemnly promiscd that Jas koly spirit, the
|sprrit of truth, should abide twith them at all times, |
Vand guide them into all truth, coen fo the end ofthe,
'world ; namely, his Apostles and their hawful suc-
cessors, %, bishops and pastors of his chureh,

The testimony of God, in whatever way it is de- |
Jlivered to us, is certainly anfallible: yet Protest-!
‘ants will receive nothing, as his testinony, which
"is notin black and tehite ; nothing but the written
jteord . nothng but the Scripture!  And why|

[
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Priests stood, twelve very hard stones, Sc : repre
sent the twelve patriarchs, or spiritunl fathers o the
spiritual Israclites; the Christians;that is, the ‘twclu
Apostles, The ticelecihurd stohes Laken oui of the
midst of the Jordan ; represent, under another e
biem, the same Apostles ; who are, as Peter was
|slylcd by our Lord, the rock, or stone, upon which
"he saig he would build Lis Church ; for on the otho
'Aposﬂcs also, though not equally as on himscli.
who is its chief carner stone 3 and on Peter, the

|

]ncxt in authority and diguity to limself ; did b

found his Church. These are he twelve steus
'taken from the water , for they were fishenmen
like the pebbles gathered by David from the
with one of which



THE CATHOLIC. .

e brought the boasting Giiant Goliah to the ground;
emblematic of Peter, who overthrew at Rome the
Goliah of the Gentiles ; and turned upon him his
own sword, cutting off with it his imperial head ;,
and hanging up the weapon as his trophy in the!
sanctuary. 'They were hard stones, capable of}
yesisting every shock, without being broken.

Verse 12. ~ T'he;Children of Ruben and Gad,
wad the half tribe of Manasses, went armed before
the Children of Israel. 'They preceded, in tho
spititual sense the combalnnts under the prefigured
Joshua ; as has been already noticed.

Chapter 5. Verse 13. .Znd when Joshua was
th the field of the city of Jericho ; he lifted wp his
eyes, and saw a man standing over against him,
holding adrawn sword, rInd he went to him, and
suid : art thow one of ours, or of vur adversaries ?

And he answered no : but I am Prince of the host
of the Lord ; and now Iam come.

Joshua fell on his face to the ground ; and wor-
shipping said : what saith my Lord to his Serpant ?

Loose, saith ke, the shoes from off thy feet ; for
the place, on whick thow standest, 18 holy. .dud
Joshua did, as was commanded lim.

This, the Protestant must own, was the creature
worshipping the creature ; though not with the
worship due to God alone. Nor was this worship:
given l[;y Joshua to the Angel, refused by that glo-1

rious spirit, but enforced. Now, this is the very:
fomage which the Catholic allows to be given by
lter children to the Saints and Angels, who are glo-
rified with God. If, on another oceasion, a simtlar
cclestial being declined the homage tendered him
by the ApostTe Saint John~~Apoc. xix. 10--he
atiy have done so, in consideration of the trauscend-
tnt sanctity and dignity of the worshipper; the dis-

l

-.yvle whom Jesus loved, the Apostle, Evangelist, |
& hetand a Martyr : and because he may have |
frerceived that Saint Jobn had mistaken him for the
Naviour himself ; who had appeared to him befora |

rop

in a mysterious form at the beginning ofltis Apo-
«aliptic visions,
witstanding the warning given him not to worship
his fellow creatures ; the Apostle had no scruple in

renewing the worship forbidden, which he would !

not have done, had it been idolatrous. Apec. xxii.
a .

.Chaptcr 6. The subject of this chapter is full of

mystery. Jericho was the strong hold of the Gen-
tile country, which the Israelites under Joshua’s:

command and guidance, were going to possess.
‘The priests, walking before the ark, which repre-
sents religion, and the wership of the true God, a-
Bout to be established there ; sound the seven trum-
pets ; thatis, preach the doctrine of the seven sa-
crtmeitts 3 which is the essential sumjof the religion

of Jesus : they proclaim, as his heralds, the seven’

lad tidings of salvalion ; to be obtained through
:}es_e seven mediums of his institution ; by which
ihe merits of his redecming grace are rendered ap-
llicable to the souls of every believer. Under a-

other figure in scripture these seven sacraments’

of the new Jaw, are represented as the scven pillurs’
of ivisdom’s house—DProv. ch. 9—the church; that
Muse, which the wise man, the prefigured Solo-
mon ; even Divine wisdom himself, built wpon the

rock : on which pillars his whole sacred and ever-:

tsting fabric rests. At e prolonged sound of
their trumpets, that is of their prcaching these se-
\en mysteries ; and at the joint shout of the people
al the command of Joshua ; that is, unanimous
vuice of the people already converted : Rome, the
Jericho of the Gentile world, about to beeome, ac-
vording to the Prophels, subjected to the yoke of
{hrist, and possessed by the true believers, the peo-
gle of God ; Rome in all her matchless might; the
seemingly impregnable fortress of idolatry ; is seen
at the blast of the sevem trumpets begun ly St. Peter
and St. Paul, and prolonged, till the conversion of
Sonstantine the Great ;and at the joint shout of her

It would appearhowever that not- |

ground ; making way for the prefigured Joshua,
and his people, the prefigured Isaelites, to march
in, and take possession of it. Then was verified
the saying of the great Saint Augustine, that Rome
wondered to find herself Christian, ere she had yet
| forgotten that she was Heathen. :

’ghe inbabitants of Jericho, are all destroyed, ex-
cept Rahab the Harlot, and her futher’s house, and
all she had ; who dwelt in the midst of Israel, until
this present day ; because she hid the messengers,
whom Joshua hud sent to spy out Jericho, V. 25.
All the Pagan Romans are swept away, save that
remnant, who believing, had harboured and con-
cealed from their persecutors the Saviour’s mes-
sengers, ‘'This remnant is likened to a Harlot, be-
cause they had once been guilty, in the scripture
style, of fornication with strange G'ods : but now
converted, make part of the people of God. The
saving sign, was the scarlet cord : the emblem of
the Saviour’s redeeming blood, or of the cord with
which the Saviour’s bleeding body was bound at
the time of his cruel scourging and crucifixion.

Verse 26. Joshua’s inprecation is seen fclfilled
in 8 Kings, 16, 34. In the mystical sense this
curse is pronounced against all whe shall build up
infidel or. heretical systems, which the blast of|
Christ’s gospel has flung down: systems inconstant
and ever varying like the woon; which the word
Jericho in Hebrew denotes,

Chapter 7. In this chapter we sce how the peo-
ple of Israel are defeated. aud suffer for Achan’s
sins. But it the wicked by their crimes can thus
bring down a judgment upon the community, why
may not the just by their virtues and good werks
bring down upon their fellow creatures a benedic-
tion.

Chapter 10—Verse 13. The divinity of the Sa-
viour and his sovereign power over all nature, ap-
pears, in the ebedience of the son and moon fo the
command of Joshua, his prototype.

Is not this written in the book f the just? ibid.
Here is another book of the scripture which is lost;
another portion of Protestant’s sole rule of faith
missing. '

All the victories of Joshua, were emblems of the
Saviour’s final triumphs over all his cnemies. 1t is
he, also, inthe end, who portiuns out to his follow-
ers the promised land; whe gives to his valient war-
riors their perpetual portion and inheritance.

Chapter 22—Verse 11,

'

brought them an account that the children of Reu-
ben and Gud, and the Ralf tribe of Manasses, had
built an altar in the lund of Canaan wpon the banks
of the Jordan, vver against the children of Israel,
they all assembled in Silo, to go up and fight with
them.—v.12,13,14,15,16. And in Lhe meantime they
sent {o them inthe land of Galaad, Phinees the son
of Eleazar, thcpriest, & ten princes with kim, one
of every tribe; who came to the children of Ruben
and of Gad, and the halftribe of Manasses, inio
the lund of Galuad; and said to them: thus saith
allthe people of the Lord: what meaneth this trans-
gression? B hy have you forsaken the Lord, the
God of Israel; building a sacriligious altar, and
revolling {‘rom the worship of him, §c.

How clearly does this testify that thcre can be
no two dislinct altars; no two distinct worships;
no two distinct religions, or churches of the one
true God! Al must be unity and uniformity in
his revealed religion.  God keep us say those, to
whom the messengers were sent, from any such
wickedness, that we should revolt from the Lord!
and leave off following his steps, by building an al-
tar to offer hvlocausts, and sacrifices and victims,
besides the altur of the Lord, our God, which is
erected before his tabernacle.—Verse 20. hat
then must we think of the nummberless churches pro-
testing against the one of the real Joshua’s rearing
in which neither the ark of the covenant, nor the

peopke become Cluistian, fo fotter and fall to (e

tevifical pricsthood is found?  Yhiat must we think
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IFhen the children of
Israel had heard; and certain messengers had |

of altars raised, that is of systems of worship estal-
lished in direct appesition, since they style them-
sclues plotestant, to the only onc, which, as all must
acknowledge was founded by the Saviour’s; and
which all profess to believe, who recite ihe apostle$
creed; saying: Ibelieve in the holy Cutholic church?
which church cannot be the church of Luther nor
of Calvin; of Scotland, nor of England; nor of any '
parlicular age or time; but that which is truly can
tholic or universal; the church of all ages and na-
tions; as God her founder, is the God of all natidns
at all times, and in every place.

Chapter 24—Verse 32.  And the bones of Jo-
seph, which the children of Israelhad taken out qf

%%pt, they buried in Sickem; &c.

ill protestants blame the Israclites, for pres
serving thns, and depositing so carelully in the
midst of his own tribe, the sacred relics of the hol
Joseph? If not; \vhly blame Catholics for foilow: -
ing the same example, by keeping and depositirf
wiih honor, the relics of the eminent servants of Godd*

End of the book of Ja;h%

THE BOOK OF JUDGES. *

The writer of this Book, according to. the geifer.
rally received opinion, was the prophet Samuel, :

Chapter 1—Verse 8. Jcrusalem was divided in’
totwo parts. 'The onc was called Jebus, the othep~
Salem. The one was in the tribe of Juda: the other
in that of Benjamin. It was taken and burnt by
the men of Juda: but was retaken and rebuilt by
the Jebuzites, as appears from verse 22, and confi~
nued in their possession till it was finally retaken
by king David. D. B. .l

Veise 16.  The children of the Cinite, (hdiw,
were the posterity of Jethro, the father-in-Jaw #f;
i Moses; who following the Israclites, having’ erg-
;braced fheir religion were afterwards designatet
the Rechabites. Jerem. 335. -
Verse 18. Gaza. There were three of the prig-,
“ciple cities of the philistines, famous both in sacr
'and profane Ixistnrg. They were taken at this time;,
\by the Israelites; but us these took ne care to juin ™
;gﬁ:rrisons in them; the Philistines soon recoyered-
:them. D. B, .
. Chapter 3—Verse 4. nd heleft them that My .
{might try Lsracl by them. 'This lifcis the time of
itrial for the just; who, il they had no temptafiof,.
;could have no merit in resisting it; nor any oega~;
_sion afforded them of proving thelr fidelity to .Gy,
‘' Chapter 6-—Verse 12, Z%he Lord is with-thed
1&c. This isthe usual salutation of the m\géfg .
jmessingers to God’s favourites of the haman race, ;¢
[ It was the one addressed by lbe arebangel Gabriel-
;{0 the virgin mother of God. It implies all 4,
for if the Lord be 1with us, who can be against u§?.
| 1t is therefere that also, which the priest, God’s ‘8-
iputed messenger to his people, addresses to the
| faithful in the Mass, and other solemn services,
iprayers and bencdictions of the church, sayifg: -
{DOMINUS voBIscu; of the Lord be with you!
i Verse 15, Behold, my fumily is the meanest th
\ Manasses: and Iamtheloast in my father’s hoyse,
i God uniformly chaoses the Teast and the humbf®st
"fo ceffect his greatest and most glorious ends. . .
" Verse 20.  Cideon’s sacrifice of the boiled BW
jandwnleavened loaves; was the emblem, as has been
ralready noticed, of the Saviour’s bloody and wnw
jbloody sacrifice. He is desired by the angel to.
‘placeit on the rock: the figurative firm foundation
“of the chnrch, in which the divine victim. who topk
:the appearance of a sinner, indicated by the kid;
tand the true bread from heaten, represented by §he
* unleavened loaves, is offered up in sacrifice to Ge.- .
i 'The rock itsclf on which the sacrifice was }aid, By
i Gideon, God’s chosen minister; and consumed by
ithe fire rising out ofit; is the emblem of Christ hjn-
{self, devourcd up, as itwere, by his own divine fire,
| of charity: that fire whieh Ae came down fo cast up- ..
lom the earth; and wlich ke so much desired P see
‘enRindltd.
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Verse 26.  The altar, which Gideon built, as
God had commanded him, on the top of the rook,; &
on which be Iaid his sactifice; is tho same figure
continued ofthe chureh, in which the true holo-
caust is offered up; the church founded on therack:
or of which Christ is styled the chief corner stone.

Yerse 37. Gideon’s flecce, on  which alone
at first the dew of heaven descended; is recognized
by the holy fathers, unt doctors in the church, as
the emblem of innocence in the mother of God; on
which in an exteaordinary degree the all purifying
and refreshing dew of heavenly grace descended: as
the angel Gabriel saluting her declared in these
wovds: ¢ [uil, Mary! full of grace. ‘The dew s
often used m Scripture as the emblem of grace:
and the flecco is the native clothing of the harmless
sheep. Inthe secoad trinl of the fleece, the dew
was seen diffused ail around it; shewing after her re-
pletion with grace ina supreme degree;and when
she had given us the Saviour; the bhenediction,
through him, and grace extended to all,  Her in-

nocense, however, was indicated by the fleece, be- ]

fore the extraordivary descentof the dew upon it
she having been so sanctified from the first moment
of her existence, as became the one chosen of all
womankind to be the wother of the most holy and
high God.

To he continued,

e e e ]
SELECYED.
HBUSLNBETI’S DEFENCE OF THIE CATHOLIC
CIZIURCH.

As the great object of Mr While, in both his
baoks, was evidently to fix upon Catholics, the o-
dious’ the uncharitable, the oftenrefuted charge o
making persecution 2 part of theircreed, ho winds
up hic <“Poor man’s preservafive against Popery,?
with repeating in the roost unmeasured terms, this
insulting calumny aganst so many millions of his
fellow c{iristinm. 'ﬁ this charge wc have already
spuken, and shall add nomore in this place than
indignantly to declore that the accusation is total-
Iy rarse, How much more honorable and chyis-
fign is the conduct of another clergyman of the
€hurch of Ehgland, who, instead of callingin
eaampy Smfsrepresenrationytc keep alive the pre-
judices already too fatally enkindled against us,elo-
quently exhorts those who differ from us to examine
our tenels accurately, and expose themin such spir-
it ond temper as may convince us that their heatt’s
desive is to convert us if we are in error, 'If?
says he, *this mode does not succeed, our own
personal experieace, aud the history of our awn
countsy, might serve to convince us of the futility
of any othey. It isin vain that our statute books
have been disgraced by edicts more ingeniously

these nnhappy breaches, which every charitable
Christian would gladly sce closed up for ever.
And this end is pursued throughout, asit has been
our unpleasant task to shew, by misrepresentations,
calumuies and base insinuations, nat to be equalled
upan the whole by any work that evar came bofore
us form the pen of ourmost prejudiced adversar-
fes.

We have now done with Mr. Blanco White.
But in parting, we would entreat him to reflect how
grievously bis pages have insulted the Church
which nurtured him, and opencd to him the gatesof
her sanctuary:  We would beg of him ceriously to
consider how far he has ““impunged the known
truth, >’ by the many revolting chargos he hias pro-
Fn;.'mtcd against the cr ed of his fathers.  We have
ittle hope that any remosstrances ofours will lead
lim to return, as he has deeply revolted: we shudder
when we read the extreme diflicuily, which the
Apostle spenks of, for *“ those who have been once
enlightened, and have tasted the heavebly gift, and
have fullcnuwn{,fo be renewed again to peaance.,,
But we earnestly assure both him and his readers,
that, much cause as we have for resentment, we
have not been moved to oppose him from that fee-
ling, but from n sacred regard for truth; from a
fear that some might be taught to think evil of us,
and others might be confiemed in their animosity
againstus, by statements coming from a priest
once of our communion ; and from an carnest de-
sire to vindicate our vencrated Church from the
bitter enemy she has found in one, formerly of hex
own household. To usour faith is ¢ far more prec.
ious than gold,” our religion dearer than any earth
Iy prospects or rewards* our ancestors clung toit in
the darkness of persccution, & we shall cagerly de
fend itagainst those who would make ‘our days of
comparative ¢ peace, most bitter.” OQur prayer is
with the holy Pealmist:,, Z'hou has* taught me, O
God, from ny youth and till now J1will declare thy
wonderful works. And unto cld age and grey
hairs, O God forsakemenot!~Psalmlxx, 17,18,
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ORIGINAL.
THE sSPRING.

Now carth puts on,ber mantle green
With aany a flow’s bespangl’d gay ¢

Now blithesome o’cr the raeads are seen
Thomills white lambs to frisk and play

From trees o’ershadowing sweelly sing
The birds, and hail returning spring ,

1ill echo makes tho grove toring,
Repeating still theiwr tuneful lag.

Busy toils the prudent bee
1"p, and down the flow’ss amoug
isits ev’ry plant and tree,
Aad charms her labour with her song.

cruel and absurdly oppressive than ever desgraced
the codes of Impcriaf or Papal Rome. Mt is in
vain fhat parents were compelled to surrender thcl
¢he nurture and education of theiv children, and!
the child bribed to rebel againsthis parents, {o ex-

pel them from theiv homes, and consign themand;
their belpless funiliesto beggury and ?umm(':.‘ Inl
vain have we citainted as a traitor the mupstcri
for performing at the altar  the established;
offices of, his religion, and branded as a,
felon thc pious devotee who assisted at the

solemn service.  You have beaten thom;
down: to the carth, indeed, but thoy have ti-,
seaup from it with Antean energ and bydra-like
fecundity. They sprung up frow yor ungenerous|
eppression, aud multiplied nar " ors (o shan.e and|
amaze yoy—DBet there is no particular in which we
dp so much injustice t~our bruthren ofthe Romish:
Gommuaion, and eventuslly to ourselves, as by
misrepreseatation of their tenetsand principles.”™*

How much more honourable, we repeat, is tho,l

socommendation of-Me. Bird, than the whole  de-
sign of Mr., Blanco White, in the works wliich we
Dave now reviewed! Their whole end and object
appcargto bt Loau by Lo open, it not to widen

Tp springs the Jark, and svanng higl.,
S“'cg:tlg' wgrbl_ca from the sky,
Rejoic’d the smiling scenc to <pv,
So far above the feather’d throng.
B:- yon river’s cddsing flood
The patient fisher ta cs bis stand ;
Not cager cyes tho sealy brood 3
Noiw dext'rons plies the tap’ring wand.

From all care corroding free
“The plough boy whistles o'er thelea .
And lo ! with measur’d step you sce
The sower rialking o’er the land.

The lowing herds now feeding spread
0%+ yon wide extended plain :

Reclin'd bencath the willow’s shade
Their keeper tunea his rural strain.

All nature now with mitth is crowa'd
And allismclody around *

From rhyming to the cheerful sound,
"Though shy, nos can iho muse refraun,

Happiest of the hug%%n race
\\ Arc t pehamﬂcss coudtry swains :

Enjoying natare’s pifts in-peace,

! plains

Thes careless tread the flow’ry
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Tn cities all is eralt and guile,
Al}gusuci tu:nu]; I:md tnrlmml s "

There flatt’ry false with feigucd sle
Auvd covy pale for ever rcigns.gn !

For man cre yet with sin defil'd,
The rurl life was Crst ordain’d ;

Till by the fiend he was beguil’d,
Nor from the fatal fruit abstain’d.

God’s wrath, bis fellows next he ‘ear'd,
And for his safety citics rear'd 5

‘Then laws enacted first appear’d,
Wiuch but the ruffian ferce restrain’d.

A SPRING MORNING.

Now surcly winter’s past :
No more bis chilling blast
Throuﬁh humming chink b sadd’ning murmue sugs
n all their foliage clad,
T'rees yield the sercening shade ;
And round each blooming flow'r s f~agranceflings

How sweet at carly dawa
To tread the descy lawn 3
And hear the shrill lark tune her matis song !
Or view the Kindling cast ;
Whence issuing forth inhaste
The sun his flaming chariot wheels along.

Mark ! from each blooming spray
Some feather’d songster gay
1n strin meledious vooes his listning wate ¢
car’d fror hor ear]
Is scen the limping Hare
To seck the copse presageful of her fate.

A clam’rous, dusky {rain
The rooks fly o’cr the plain 5
And eawing each 0 cach his errand tells :
Yt may their scheme be vain ;
For oft the jealous s
With thund’ring gun the sooty tribe dispels.

IWide spreads the noiso around '
Yct swreet the ming.gin sound

That slowly rising loads the rcﬁ:iv gale :
Th? uncotied flocks all g

O%r yon hill blcating spread s
Herds low responsive from the hollow vale

While naturc’s hand profuso
Herev'ry bmutg:trcws .
Al o%r the langhine Jandseape’s brightning scepe 2
Who would ke sluggard lic,
Nor care her charms to spy
Fast lock’d in sloth’s and slumber's magic chain *

Would draw the vapour dank,
Unwholesome, heavy, rank,

‘Phat stagraates round the couch in chamber pent ;
Nor rother choose ¢ inbgle -~
‘The sweet salubrious gale,

That wafts from cv’ry flow’r its choicest scent?
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