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ON THE INJURIOUS EFFRCTS OF CHLORO-
FORM DURING LABOR.
Patdotiry doart, aa Bomainer (s Diccases of W ocase
3
sad Chilaren, Royal Cullege of Surgeons, lrelsnd, &em
As, at the present time, the subject of chloroform
ishalation is again swd judice, 1 foel it incumbent
wpoa me 10 raise my voice aguinst itz employment
in midwifery, and to lay before professional
bethren my reasons for the adoption of such a

.course, which [ sincerely trust shall have some

weight with the unprejudiced, and which may, per-
chanes, call the more serious attention of some,
if aot of all, of those now too deeply wedded to 1ts
am, to the dangerous, and too n fatal results
consequent therevn ; in which, if' I but even partially
succeed, I ahall consider myself well repaid.

From experience, repeated observation, and the
pablished, as also the otherwise ex; opinions
of those who agree, as well as of those who disa-
gree with me upon the subject, I am firmly con-
viaced that chlorofurme, when inhaled during labor,
vy froitfully Jredi:g:u to hamorr! , puer-
ﬁ‘hhmm on, t affections, and to other

detrimental to health and life, which it
aggravales if given daring their presonce. Italso
lags the foundation of diseases to arise at & more
distant period, and thus increases the mortality in
il aud subsequent thereto. I have known
:lqnnl {uflammation frequently to have followed
tobalation, and too often with a fatal result; in
Oct, some years since, when it was more fashivn-
shis, end was given with a more lavish hand, a great
moetality obtained amongst the patients of some
&w mea who administered it—so0 much 8o that a
outcry was raised against its employment.

the majority of those cases, puerperal fever was
the cnuse of death, which, when thus raised, be.ag,
® | frmly beliave, always inicctious or otherwise
communicable, became epidemicised, after which
Svea those who wisely refused the drug, ** charmed
{2 never so smqyf‘ wol:. tll;ns inadvertently, and,

er, 5 died, or 1 in 49; and of 58 by the latter, 5
died, or 1 in 111! And, by adding all these re-
corded cases together, we bave a mortality on the
whole of | in 16l!! By agrin consaiting those re-
ports, we perceive that in Dr. Colling' mastership
there occurred 97 cases of po.t partum inflamma-
tion, or 1 in 169; in Dr. Jobnson's, 63 cases, or 1
in 107; but in Dr. Shekleton's, 180 cages, or 1
in 91. Of those 150 cases, 20 followed upon chlo-
roform inhalation, or 1 in1711! and in the remain-
ing 130 cases, in which it was not employed, the
average mortality was only 1 in 103. In Denham's
report we find 4 cases, or 1 in 14; which, with all
the recorded cases, strikes an average of 1 death
for every 168} persons who took chloroform !}

We also find that during Dr. Colling’ maater-
ship, puerperai convulsions proved fatal in the pro-
portion of 1 in 6; whereasin that of Dr. Shekleton,
when under chloroform, it amounted to 1in 811
and in Denham's cases to 2 in 31!1 or, on the whole,
to 1 in 24111

It appears that, during Dr. Shekleton’s tenure of
ofice, post partum hsmorrhage occurred but once
in every 2537 cases when chloroform was not used ;
yet after its inhalation this complication was pre-
sent in | of every 49 cases. [n Dr. Denbam's re-
port it was present in 1 of every 19 cases ; making,
on the whoge an average occurrence of 1 case of
flooding in every 39] cases that had taken chloro-
fo

Tm.

With respect to the mortality afier perforation,
the report of Drs. Hardy and M'Clintock shows 1
fatal case in every 6, aud *hat of Drs. Sinclair and
Johnston 1 tuevery 5; butif we go alittle below the
surface in the latter report, and examine into 89
cases of perfaration, all of equal severity and danger,
we shall digcover that of the 29 cases in which
chloroform was inhaled 9 died, or 1 in 3{; puer-

inflammation occurred 10 times, or 1 in every
3 cascs ; aud bemo! followed in 3 cases, or 1
in every 10; whereas, of the 70 cases in which this
drug was not employed, only 6 women died or 1
inevery 13; {o tion arose on.y in

some instances, poisoned.
support of these gldou, I shall first refer to
l? several published Reports of the Dublin Lying-

Hospital, We ind, on reference theceto, during
the masterships of Drs. Qolling and Johnson, when
chloroform was not inhaled, that the mortality wes
much less than during that of Dr. Shekleton, when
tis pernicious drag was used—as thus :—in the
report are recorded out of 16,414 delive-
bat 164 deaths, or 1 in 100; in the secord, out

834 deliveries but g& dde:itihs, orl mlmz;
thicd, 13,748 veries are given,
or 1 ﬁ’x 8411 But of t.hmg last
thems wers not chloroformed, of
only 133 died, or 1 in 100, but of the remain-
who took the drug, 30 died, or L in L1i1t
we examine the reported cases of chloro-
Simpson and Denbam, we
248 cases mentioned

»

sgéi

3 or 1 in every 23; and in mo case did
hn:::"\ug! oceur.

Many have testified to the fact that uterine ac-
tion has beun lesstned, and even caused to cease,
by anesthetica; as also that their effect on some
innoteommunn‘h wwithtl‘nqmmyotm: %r‘ug
employed-—as thus : a very large amount not hav-
ingpiny effect upon some, whereas the inhalation of
a aulldue,evenofnfevdro;,hug::
a..'&? almost deep coms in others, . Den|

= {n some, if left to nature. the labor would
probably have besn completed in & somewbat
shorter space of time. The advantages to be
F‘h'd by chloroform in some cases will not be
ound an adequate compensstion for the loss of
power sustained in the muscles of animal and or-

¢ life ; and, wers we to continue its use, I do

m« that the patients would remain undelivered
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for hours, or even days. The cases that appareuntly
tequire it most—rtedious and difficult labors—are
those where it oflen appears to be injurious, by
weskeniog the pains or relaxzing the muscles of
animal life.” Rigby says :—' We meet with cases,
every now and then, where chloroform undoubtedly
retards labor, and in some cases likely to call for
the use of the forceps.”

Dr. Robert Lee mentions cases in which ‘ ute-
rine contractions were arrested, requiring the use
of the furveps, and the destruction of the child by
the perfurator.” .

Tyler Smith ‘“has seon chloroform stop labor
midway.” . - ‘

In some of the cases recorded by Sinclair and
Johuston, uterine action was impaired.

My friend Dr. Young, of Monagban, says, in a
letter to me :—*I believe chloroform in many
iostances Lo delay the labor, by causiag the pains
to come at longer intervals, and renderiog the ox-
pulaive efforta of the patient less efcient, owing
to her insonsibility to suffering.”

Merriman has meantioned a case in which the
nterus was 30 paralyzed that it failed to act after-
wards.

Soow says :—* It is true that & full dose would,
at any time, suspend uterine action for a few
minutes, br a3 long as it might be kept op.”

On looking into-Dra. Sinclair and Johnstou's
report, we find ' two cases in which version was
very difficult; and two others, in which that oper-
ation was impossible, where chloroforms had been
iubaled." .

Murphy thus speaks :—‘ In & case of version, I

delirious, tore the nurae’s gown and the bedclothes
into pieces, and was perfectly maninmpal.”

Mr. Banner thus speaks :—*‘ A patient became
delirious, and continued so during the day snd
greater part of the night, after its use.” .

Haartman ' saw a case of headacho terminating
in paralysis, caused by this deug.”

In one of Dubois’ published csses, numbness of
tho fingers, snd in another the samo condition of
the legs, supervened, and bad not subsided at the
ond of twenty-four hours.

In Denham's report I find one case of coms after
chloroformio inhalation.

Dr. R. Lee says “ that insanity bas followed on
its employment; that dangerous and fatal peri-
tonitls and phlebitis have been caused by its in-
halation.” *

Two or three of Denham's cases were seized with
rigors; and YL.es mentions others with dangerous
fits of syncope ; aud in this he js borne out by the
following, which [ filud recorded amongst Den-
ham’s cases :—* While inkaling, the pulee became
very weak, and she gave no signs of consclous-
ness ; aud itmmediately on the birth of the ehild
the respiration of the patient ceased, and the pulse
became imperceptible : the application of cold
water to the face soon revived ber, and she went
ou favorably for some days; but diarrhes, with
extenuive infl tion of the m membrane
gf the ileum set in, and she died on the fourteenth

ay.”

ginchir and Jobnston record nearly a similar
case, a8 thus :—* The pulse suddenly became imper-
;:‘ptible, and respiration appeared to have ouus.

6 {9

,never experienced 8o much difficulty, in o
quence of the strong contractions of the uterine
fibres about tbe child.”

Barnes remarks . —‘ In many cases it does not
facilijate the operation of version, the uterus re-
sistiog\Jhe introduction of the hand.”

Puer I, hysterical, and epileptic convulsions,
manis, paralysis, and insanity bave follpwed onm

quently died of phlebitls." And thoy
give another in which collapse occurred, and she
slso died with symptoms of phlebitis.

Dr. Barnes stated—'* That he had himself given
chioroform to facilitate the extraction of an adher-
ent placents, and had witnessed such exceeding
prostration for eight hours afterwards, as to make
bim, and another practitioner who assisted bim,

pp ive of the instant death of the patient.”

its use. Cases are recorded by Montgomery, Sin-
claiz, and Denham, in which puerperal convulsions
ocourred after its employwent, Siuclair gives two
cases of hysterical convulsions, iu one of which
violent muscular action was induced and restiess-
uess continued for & counsiderable time after the
inhaler was removed.

Murpby states tbat, “in dentistry. bysterical
women bave becn scized with fits when under its
lafluence.” .

Soow asierts that * hysterical patients, as soon
a3 they lose their consciousaess from the offects
of the vapor, sre sometimes attacked with s par-
oxﬁllll of hysteria.” .

- Dt. R. Lee says:—* Epilepsy has been 90 in-
dyced.”

Slaclair records one case of epilepsy. /

Soow and M. Fix bave stated *'that persons
subject o epilopsy are likely to bave a ht brought
on by iahaling chloroform.”

Ramsbotbam ‘‘saw thres cases of -pusrperal
maais 80 caused. A friend of bis also saw one
similar case.” L

Sutherlaad “met three other cases similarly
produced.” :

Tyler Bmith stated ‘“thet by bad seen mania
from [ts use.”

Parks relates the came of & lady who bad cbloro- | form

form in ber third labor. “8|

afer deli
vomplained of violent pain in vory.,

bead, becam

Nany sre of opinion that the inbalation oi
chioroform predisposes to laceration of the peri-
neuru ; indeed, vome of the published. cages would
tend to favor this idea. In Sioclair and Jobns-
toa's report we find that, in the recorded cases, it
occurred once in 27 cases ; and when not employed,
the accident happened only once in 93 cases. In
the same work we find thres cascs of cheat affec-
tion eggravated by this mmeans, two of which
succumbed. ,

Dr. Ringlaod ia reply to'a lotter from me, writes.
“1 bave seen chloroform frequently used in
puerperal convulsious, and have used it myself in
conusction with the practics of the Coombe Lying-
in Hospital ; and the conclusion I bave come to is,
that [ will never .fdn use {t, or sanution its use,
in puerperal convulsions. I bave observed that,
howerer satisfactory its employment mAy appear at
the time, it bas been slmost invariably followed by
bronobitls witbin about 48 hours, and that the
patients have sunk rapidly under the latter affee-
tion. 1 have seen this so0 M?cntl that 1 casnot
but look on chioroform end bromohitis, under the
clrcumstances I bave named) s oause and . effect;
and the mortality from the subsequent bronchitis,
~ tb: actoal result of the employment of chloso-

h.ubolhn relates the case of “ g who
woa seised with dyspaces, with sxoesalve lividity of
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the face, and all the signs of engorgement of the
lungs and heart, and died in convulsions six houra
after.”

Murphy has published a case nearly similar; he
also admits ¢ that vomiting, nausea and beadache
rometimes follow on fta use.” Nausea and vomit-
Ing were also present in one of Denham's cases.

?llxby states, ‘' that intense headache, and even
vomiting, are q of its use.”

Parks give the case of a lady, in whom, after
chloroform inbalation, looding came on to » fear-
ful extent, and {nceasantsickness. He managed to
oxtract the placenta; and, owing to the feeble con-
tractions of the uterus (and this iatter condition,
he ia confident, it often produces), he was kept
grasping It for foar or five hours; the vomiting
continued for eight hours without intermission ;
the headache remained for weeks.

Tyler Bmith “believed thet post partom hemor-
rbage and retention of the placenta occurred more
freguently after its use than without it.”

Montgomery was of opinion '‘ that it predispores
1o retalned placenta snd hemorrhage.”

Ny friend Dr. Young, before alluded to, says : =
“1 have blamed it for causing a longer detention
of the placents, and for occasional after-hemor-
rhage, owing to the iazy and inefficient contrac-
tion of the uterus. Afler its use opiates have very
little effect ; even very decided doses, in any form,
bave not beea followed by that tranquillity 1 bave
hioped for, in that violent pain Wwhich' I have 20
often found to follow operations swhen chloroform
had been used.” . e

Murpby apeaks of being obliged to “presa upon
the uterus to expel the placenta, in two cases, after
chloroform.

Some of the loudest advocates for chloroform in-
balation in labor have, in order to counteract its
deleterious effects upon uterine action, recom-
mended the co-administration of ergot of rye;
which practice reminds me of the astute physiciaa
who, to be sure to hit his patient's disease, pre-
acribed fer him the combination of a stimnlant with
s sedative.

Ousack and others have also testified 10 the dele-
terious offects of this drug upon the cerebro-spinal
system of the infant.

Dr. Aveling speaks of "& lady who had chloro-
form in three labors, all of whose children, when
upwell, bad for years allerwards the smeil dis-
tinetly off their breaths. This isdy would never
take it again.”

Dr., Jackeon (an American) thus writes upon the
subject =" Whea ohloroform_ia inhaled into the
luogs, the oxygen is abstracted from the blood,
aud, combiniaug with the formyle, makes formic
acld, while the chlorine comblines with the blood as
a substitate for oxygen. Thus a portion of the
blood becomes chemically changed, disorganised,
and rendered onflt for ita vital fonctions.

Denbam gays;—' There are cases in which
chloroform appeared t¢ de not only useless, but,
when persevered in, tively Injurious.”” And
agaln '-;-“' la giving ol mlbrdm we incur a certain
amount:of present and perchance of remote
i efvote.” e aatpe

Dr. Robert J.ee, in reply 0 a letter from me,
says ~—I could give you a great number of cases
lrll :‘M"eh chloroform was mot only imjurioas, but

a . -

Dr. Gream seld:—* Ho agreed with Dr. Les in
saying that we were quite unaoquainted with ome-

tenth of the evil effects whioh had resulted from
the use of chloroform, particularly in Scotland.”
Dr. Duancan, in & letter to Dr. Lee, thus writes :—
 Your case of chloroform death in midwifery is,
to the hest of my belief, not the only one in'Scot~
Jand. [ was called, too late, to & case which died
suddenly while taking it in small quantity.”

Dr. Campbel), of Ayrshire, records another case
of death In labor from its use. Mr. Oarter says
“ that In two cases its cffects would appear to have
boen pernicious.”

Prof. Faye, of Christiana, has also recorded a
fatal case of labor after its use. .

Dr. Rogers sald * he knew of & case where death
took place apparently in conseqnence of its use in
midwifery.”

Dr. Barnes says:—‘In ordinary forcops cases
chloroform certainly is not required, either to facilis
tate the operation or to allay pain. Indeed by its
use in such cases we lose one very valuable indi.
cation in the loss of our patient’s sento of feeling.

Dr. Chas. Kidd does not consider its use devoid
of danger, as he advises the physician who admin-
isters it “always to carry in his pocket n portable
galvanic chain or battery.

Drs. Kidd and Richardson are reported as having
seen many deatha after its emplogyment; and the
former gentleman ‘“to have seen about 300 cases
restored to life or rescued after they had boen pro-
nounced dead.

I would agk, in the nnmne of cominon sense, is it
within the bounds of reason to believe that a medi-
cine can be employed innocuously with the pregnant
female, when confeasedly its une has often been foi-
lowed, not only by dangerous, but even fatal
results under other circumstances, ar testified to by
Drs. Kidd- and Richardson, amongst many others,
a8 also by almost every periodical we take up.

We have been told that across the Tweed death
bas not, ia any instance, followed upon the inhala-
tion of chloroform in Iahor, whereas somc have
becu since recorded ; and not very long ago I was
informed, by moro than one physician practising in
Scotland, that many have so occurred there, but
not made public, yet well known to the profession,

1t is also & fact that some who have written
favorably on its use have since changed their opin-
fons, but have not aaid 50 publicly. Some give it
ouly in name, or as has been atyled d la Reine,
making their patienta helieve that they are saved
from a vast amouat of pain, whén in reality they
have scarcely inhaled s singl¢ breath of it.

Woe very frequently see better and safer recover-
ies after ledious and painful than after rapid and
painless labors, and the latter are uot the leas likely
10 be seriously complicated ; indeed in former days,
when, bappy for the parturient female, cbloroform
was uokaown, and when meddlesome midwifery
was strongly reprobated, such au opinion was en-
tertained.

Even though it were possible to divest chlore-
form of its dangers, it does not, as bas been already
shown, always produce the advantages expected
from its use, as in version; for indeed not a few
instances bave been recorded of its having been an
impediment to this operation, which in some cases
oould not be overcome. 1 canpot see auy advan-
tage derivable from the inbalation of this polsonous
drug in ocases of retalved placeuta, as generally
sach a complication lo sansed b’ {naction of the
uterus ; our objeot, tharefore, ought to be to in-
duce uterine action, surely not further to paralyse it.
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Every practical man hails after-pains as salotary,
especially after quick and painless labors, and
would not dream of interfering with their whole-
some action, unless very severe, for some hours
aftar delivery ; vet those misguided chloroformists
think nothing of interfering with “that safe action
st times when the advent of hemorrbage would
complicate matters more seriously. The other ob-
jections to its use at other times, under certain
circumstasces, are equally admissible here. 1 think
1 have now demonstrated not only by my own ex-
perience bt also by some of the highest obstetrical
anthorities in tbe land, that chloroform inbalation
is far from being & safe remedy in childbed, and
should not thes be employed.—Dubiin Quarterly
Journal of Medical Science.

Canada Fanet.

MONTREAL, SEPTENBER 15, 1863.

In the city of Montreal there are two Medical Col-
leges, sn English and a French one, the former
Leing in cobpection with McGill University, and

the Montreal General, and Caiversity Lying-in|

Hospitals. In the latter. * L'Ecole de Medicine et
JeChirargie,” the lectares are delivered I the
Frenoch language : it bas the grest advantage of
baving under its control one of the largest and
ficest bospitals in the Prurince—1the Hotel Dien; it
tas ‘alto the Ste. Pélagie Hospital for Midwifery,
practice, azd Ls Dispeasaire de 1a Providence,
where over 800 oot-door patients have been pre-
scribed for within the pest three mont® And
sgother is about to be opened under iu guidance
in coppection with Les Dames des Sears Grises.

Tae Boglish College gets the greater credit for
superior pbysicians, because they practice smong
ourselves: the French 100 éoneider theirs tbe more
excellent for  similar reason: the wuth probably
lies midway—for taleat is not made in either.

To tke stodent in medicine, McGill Collegs pos-
IessLS muy‘sdrnu.gu over its rival—nonfair ad-
vantages, gained by partial legislation. They may
be briefly stated as follows -

Firstly. Whilst & studeat attending the Engliah
College requires but thres yvars and & balf of stady
to obain bis degree sod license 1o practice, the
Iaw demands four full vears if be attends the
French ont. And this three years and  balf may
be made & wouth or two less if desired, for matri-
‘eulation tickets are granted a8 late as Christraas

And should a student be rejected by the board of
examiners, he would get no credit for his time were
be t0 attend the French lectures, but he.can at
onos enter McGill College, and go oan with his
wtadies. The classical examination of McGill Col-
leTe is very easy, certificstes being readily obtained
afle: & month or two spent in the study of Latin.
We have never beard of a student being prevented
from graduating for want of knowledge of this
kind; and bave known stadents to bave passed it
who were unable afterwards to translste their
diplomas, or understand the Hippocratic osth they
were compelled to take before receiving them. It
woald be better were this part of the ceremony put
into English.

Thirdly. The English College has the power of
granting degrees—the French one possesses no
such right ; this want it feels more than any otber :
were they enabled to confer degrees they would be
the more valuable from the extra labour pecessary
to their attainment.

Fourthly. The English College bas the right of

" { exhmining its own students, whilst those of the

French are compelled to go before the College of
Physicians and Surgeons even for the examination
. for license to practice.
It will ther be seen that “L'Ecole de Medicine’
! labours and y disadvantsges, notwithstanding
{vhich iw classes are always well attended, and its
| professors stand deservedly high among their
! countrymen. In the appointments of professorships,
| the French school p » decided superiority
! over the Bnglish one, sa they are always made for
| ability and fitness for the cbairs to be occupied. In
McGill College, on the contrary, they are pat in by
! routine, as. in the army, without regard to qualif-
| cation or talept. Any young mean may become s
professor in McGill College with patience and a
constant effort to flatter and please those above
bim, provided he can get elected as apothecary to
the Moatreal Genersl Hospital. Each vacancy
occurring in the College makes one step of sdvance
for every ope beneath it, and consequently for him.
We have had & demonstration of the warking of this
system within tbe past few months : the house sur-
: geon resigned—the apothecary was quietly installed
;into his place—nobody koew anything about it
antil it was all over. Tbe demonstratarship of
anatomy is about to be vacated ; it is not necessary
% inqpire who is to receive it—none but the house
surgeon will be appointed t0 it—be is alresdy pre-
paring his rouad-robin—'tis the fashion—all the
stadents will sign it-—they ask for his {atment
—whatis it 1o them whbo gets in? It will be done—
pot for the petition,—not for his experience and
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not for the few professors elected—-long ago, i dict this on the strength of what I bave observed in
from their superior talents and experience, McGill | other cases. Whatis the cause of this lingering per-
College would be but a second rute institution! cussion-dulnessand imperfectly re-established vocal
to-day. But these clever men cannot live for-| fremitas, I find it very difficult to guess. It is cer-
ever—who will take their places? Is it to be! tainly not dependent on lung-compression or uvn-
young men who are to derive their cxperience in'absorbed effasion. The only thing that I can
the very seats they occupy, which they change and : imagine is, that the film of gelatinous fibrine-clot,
interchange among themselves without regard to : to which I bave already referred, 30 often foond

fitness, a3 school-boys do st marbles? The true!
professors among us look on the play in silence !

and wonder—what next?

Help Books.

Tus Pai¥CiPLES ao¥D PRASTICEB OF UBSTETRICS, bY

lining the cavity of the chest ,and covering the
surface of lung in plearitic hy‘rothoru, may, by
intervening between the lung snd the chest-wall,
act as a damper, and in the one case stop the con-
duction of the percussion-stroke from without, and
in the other the condnction of the brenchial voice-

Guoning S. Bedford, A. M., M. D., Professor of; vibrations from within.

Qbstetrics in the University of New York; 3rd:

edition, 8vo, pp. 775. Wood & Co, N. Y.

Eminently practical ourselves, we necessarily |
and the medical :

admire this qualification in others,

How soon the girl and the young man will lose
their friction-sound it is impossible to say ; nor.
does it matter. Pleuritic rubbing is one of the
most variable and uncertain of pbysical signs as

work before us fally deserves our commendation in | regards its durstion, and one of the least important

this particular, Written in a concise and pleasin

sivle, replete with practical facts, remarks sod in-
structions, it is reslly an excellent work for either
medical man or student. Apart from bis own ex-

treatises on labor and its complications, be ecters
fally into the anatomy of the organs of generation,
and menstruation, and reproduction, and finishe:

; just catch it for a day, or it may

with anasthetics. The United States have ftways:

ss regards its prognostic indications. You may
rsist for weeks

—yes, for months; and if it does 40 persist, & man

;i Dot & whit the worse for it, if he bas recovered
tensive experience, our suthor quotes from over :
three bundred different eminent writers in support of |

the opinions advanced. Besides the very thoroagh

bis bealth ip every other respect. A man in whom
sll the fonctions of life are perfectly performed is
not the less & sound man because you bear in his
side & sound you do not bear in another’s. I re-
member & patient in King's College Hospital, some"
ears ago, Who was kept in theé bospital several’
weeks after he was in otheér respects well, in con-

been celebrated for their authors on midwifery—ard | $8quence of strong pleuritic sonnd asd fremitus in

tbis one fully sustains their reputation. We do
not, therefore, wonder at its being adopted by so
many colleges as & text book : it would rather bave
3urprised us had they not done so. We congratulate
bim on jt3 well-merited success. .

ON PLEURISY.
BY HYDE SALTER, M.D., F.E.8.

Beang part of a Clinical Lecture delivered at (haring |
ross Hoqu{al. {Concindad.) i

} fal that he became a sort of supernumerary servan:
i of the hospital.
| remember, by making him strip, and feel with the

| his left pectoralis region. The man was s strong

stardy fellow, and made himself. so generally use-
We used to amuse ourselves, I

palms of our hands on the

ctoralis this friction-
thrill each time he breath

. At last the physi-

i cians were ssbamed of keeping him in any longer ;

1
'

and be left the hospital with not only the sound,
but the fremitos, a8 strong as ever. In Wingalls

The Prognosis in all these cases is entirely favor-; €8¢, the friction will very likely last equally long.

able. About the cases of the girl and 1ad, in which |
there was no effusion, there has been from first to!
last, peculiarly litiue besides the local condition.
That local condition has never been of a serious:
character. Io the case of the girl, the pleura of the !
left side has merely 1o resume the state that the
right plears bas already resumed, and which s few
days-has sufficed for it to resume, for her to be well,
In the boy, as far as ope can judge, the smoothing
of the membrane will be & slower process. The
man's case, a8 wo have seen, is rapidly improving
day by day,—each day, the physical signs mark &
subsidece in the effusion. Itis now only a week
sad a day since I first listesed to the chest and
found, in the right half of it, apparently serum, et
preterea nikil; and now there is but & small quan-;
tity in the most dependent part of the pleural:
cavity, and the lung bas all bat rp-occupied its old
situation. A few stops more in the same direction,
aad every drop of serum will be gone.

As far aa physical signs go. ] will ventare to pre-
dict that the two last that will be lost will be the
percassion-dulness and th- diminished vocal fre-
mitas; the percussion-duiness last of all. It is
wonderful how thess two signs hang about aftar

o the girl's case, however, I shogld expect that
the rubbing wowld scon dizsppear, merely becanse
it has so quickly disappeared on the opposite side.

There is one curious question that these cases
suggest :—Wtat is the determining cause that'gives
such different soatomical results in different cases
of one and the same disease ? Why in one of these
cases should there bave been effasiom without
rougbening, and in the two others roug with-
out effasion ? Shel) we find the sxplanstion of
this difference i the condition of the blood ? Shall
we find it in sny diathetic peculiarity? Thatitis
not to be found in the natare of the exciting cause
seems pretty evident, becanse in these three cases
the exciting canse was one and the same. .

I must not dismiss you without saying just one
word about Treatment.

You will bave observed that in all the cases my
treatinent was very simple. I simed at thres or
four definite and intelligible objecta with & view of
placing the parts ander the conditions wost favour-
able for induciag and maintaining the natural
reparative progesses. These conditions in my
opinion are :

To give fanctional and physical rest ;

To allay pain by direct sedation ;

To keep up vital power. )

To give fanctional and physical reat, becanss the
part is crippled, and to work a crippled part is w0
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deep 12 cripplad ; it 18 to keep it At & conytant dis-.  The only part of my treatment aboul whichy
advantage ; wheress it ought to be placed at an | have any doast is about the walne of ibe lodim
sdvantage, for something is to take place in it | In any cere i: which noe wanla to promote ab
which is not taking place in the spund part, name- i sorption, rae gives jodine, 83 & matter of o
1y a reparative process aver and ahave itwordinary | sxternally, internally, and both ; and one canat
natrition and fanetion. , doubt t'-at locally iz effociz in this way are some
To allsy paie, beceusr pain and healthy nuiri- * times very striking. Bot if yuu were to ask me if
tienal setion are inoownpatible—as long as the aue [ in any given case of hydrothoras, 1 had any tan
agbsists, the other will by snspended ; and this no ‘gihle and irrefragable proof that the tivid had dis
doubt, from the baneful and distnrbing inflneace ! appeared the sonner for itz sdministe-ting, 1 should
which pain excrcises on the narvans auperintend- {sav | bad not.—Br, Med Jous.
ence of the cisvnlation of the part. .
To keep up vital power, becnnse the bicher the | TYPHIAD OR ENTERIC FEVER,
ctandard &t which this is kept, the more esergetic THE TREATNENT
will be the procesaxleadiag back tor conditior of 4\ 4, iy anusu Tn Mz, W10, KRS, Plsician toth
health, whether of deporition, of shaorption, or ‘ Youdon Fever $fonital, K¢, 8¢, An sbetraot fey
whatever they may be. ¢ hi3 vorut wark on Fevers. ‘
ta the cases of Nussell aad Wingall, in which | The Nieh Roum.—The apactment should bs o
there was no effusion, but merely the pain sud | good size and be well vestilated, fresh air beisg
friction, | endsavoares 1o pecurs thess conditions {allnwed to pags through it occasionally, even &
by forbidding exertion, by the infriction of seda- | cold weatber. s temperntare should be kepte
tives, and by the administration of guinie. etc, ! near 60° ¥, as possible, and ought never to vxoed
And even with the wman Frankiin i had but little ; 65° when it can be aveided ; though sometimeslh
more to do than this, I neither bled him, nor leech- ) the summer and antumn months it may be difesk
ed bim, nor blistered him, nor purged him, nor )10 obtain this limited range.
antimonislised bim, sor mercurialised, mor #ised " ! The patien*. should He apon 4 1ofL hair matteen,
kim in any other way, except did my best 1o stkenise | and bis comfort woull be mach prom-ted by t
fim. His pain was much greater thaa that in the { occapstion of one bed during the day, and anotle
other cases, 8o { gave him in addition frequent {at night. Perfectquie* should be enjoined, and bn
doses of sedstive internally. As far as we 2un {fow and shori visits be permitted,
jodge from resalts, the connter-imritation of the | Diet~~Daring the first faw days, the diet sbowll
tarpentine fomeniations was of the grestest ser- | be restricted to the lightest farinaceous faod ; sl
wics to him, wards, as the fever progressee, beef tes or chickm
By some pernous u hiirter i« alwaye apptied in | broth may be allowed. 1 generslly direct frm
cases of plearitic +fusion, and with a view, 1 be- [ half & pint to a pint of moderately good beef
lieve, of remaving the fluid hy withdrawiog it into 1 in the 24 hours, almoust from the commencement o
the biisters whick are raised ; bat if wa look at ithe | the faver, unleas the symploms indicate s more tes
quantity contained in the chest, and the quantity {ordinarily acuts disease, and consequently s men
which the Lllster “draws,* this mction ia seem 1o | restricted regimen, The beef tes should be give
be cisarly impossitle. The only otber way in!in amall portions at a time; snd if it produce m
which it can aei is 83a counter-irritant, and I think } comfortable feelings or faverishness, iv chonld b
in thig way itie ialerior sither 1o mustard or wr- }wsmmm for a few dnyn, the gruel and panada being
pontine, and hae the disadvantage of wot being | continned as before.
abie 1o be repeated, Al feaits shonld be avoided, ur ke used hut spae
With & view of promotng absurption some phy- | iugly.
sicians have advocated bleeding i casex of pleaci- | ‘Towards the middls or ead of the second wesk,
tic effusion. There can be no donht that the ab- | perhaps earlier or later, rympiloms of exhaustiss
straction of blood increaser the rapidity of absorp- | sppear, the pulse becomes soft and compreasibh,
tion, and, therefore, that this practice stands on | the skin cool sud often covered with a slammy
rational theorstical pronnds ; but thers are atrong { mofsture, the patient feels wenker, and the
practical objectionn to it; it certaiuly in its general { assumes 2 brown sppearance. More snstai
rosuits tends in exactly the opposite direction to | diet must now be allowed, as stronger soups, n:
thist which the reat of our therapeuntics is directed } and tender meats, and a light tonic, as the mi
to; and in the opinlon of some, and ameay them |arids or vegetable bitters, should be prescrived.
the tate Dr. Todd, hes & direct fondency fo lacreade | Drinke~~The thirst may be allayed by sued
the effusion, by impoverizhing the blood and ren- jdrinks as wley, rice-water, izmonade, applo-tem
dering it mors watery and prone 1o passive *ransu- 1 Ac., which, if desired, may be, iced. Hhould te
dation. [ have beard Dr. Todd gay v —gelf that he ; bowels become irritaied by the acid drimks, tﬁ
thought, if In any given case of plenrisy you |must be given more sparingly, or be diBeontin
wanted to produee effasion, nothing would be so {for a time. Long dranghts of any kind are apt®
Iikely to do so a8 to bleed your pstient. At any |distend and oppress the stomach withons alm
rate, if we conld, by reducing the contemts of {the thirst; esrated waters are alss objecti
the blosd-vesiclh, generate an endosmotic currsot {for the same reason ; therefore small guantitiesd
into them, saod o favonr tion withont im- | finids, more freguently repeatad would be preforable.
ing the blood, it would e vastly better. | A litle piece of joe taken into the movih onvcasie
1 am not sure that this might not be done by giv- | aliy generally proves exirsmely gratefal to
ing occasional siart doses of bydragogue ea patient, and may et suy time be suggested.
tics; inany futwrd emse of bydrothorax, J should | Emetics.—I do not consider that thess posssd
fosl very much dispowed to tzy it ; eavefally keep- | any other power than of ridding tbe stomach o
ing ap my patient at the sams tima in e way, | acrid mattors, for wideh they ars omly
hy tomics, Rtitalants, and foed, to antagonize the {at the very commencemnent of the dissnse.
Jowering effeet of the cxthareis, Purgativesr.—In the beghuming, snd purticnlsdy
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when there iz unceriusinty as to the state of the !drier, its use shoaid Le temporarily suspended.

sowels, it may become advisable to exbilit sume |

wild laxative ; but shonld even this produce undue
sction of the intestinal canml, it should Le checked

Altkough most applicable to the latter stages,
circumstances occasionally erise which require the
administration of stimuli without regard to the

by weans of a few drops of landanum given in an | period of the fever. The powers may suddenly

aromatic draugkht.
In the management of the diarelorn, ail aperienta
must be carefully avoided.

apoa them.
to amuse the patient, & mixture with citrate of
potssh or ammouia may Le prescribed, av it tends
to allay the thirst and promn’e determination to
the skin. ' .

Oerebral Symptoms.—W hen there 14 muck excite-
went, with throbbing headache, flushitg, restless-
pees, and perbaps delirium, the reduction of the
vascular fulness tuy b best accomplished by
tartar eroetic, given in small doses and repeated
every three or four hours, and applying a spirii
lotionor icvd water to the scalp previonsly deprived
of hair; these proving insufficient, a few leeches
may be put tn the back of the ears. If symptoms
in other organs arise to indicate that the atruggle
is to be a severe one, the question of further hlond-
letting will be forced upon our consideration.

BloodJetting —On comparing carefully the re-
salts of cases treated by others with my own expe-
rience, I am catisfied that in mild cases, bleeding is
uncalled for, and tends bat to lower the vital
vowers, and retacd convaleacence.

Botin intermediate cases, when, in addition to
the intestinal affection, there is unusual general
excitement, or, it may be, some organ important to
life implicated, 1 have observed marked relief from
theloss of & few ounces of blood (rarely exceeding
ten), taken in tie early stage of the fever, and that
besides the great improvement in the feelings of
the patient, the duration of the fever has heen
shortened.

In casrs whore the symptows pursuc a rapid
downward course, and a state resembling deliriam
tremens sets in, with sleeplessness, rapid, soft, and
compressible pulse, cool skin, pale face, low mut-
tering deliriam, tremors, and starting of the ten-
dons, bleeding would take away the only chance of
Tecovery. The treatment must now coasist in
wam fomentations to the head, of vinegar and
water, blistera to the temples and forebead, aund
mustard poultices to the extremities; supporting
the strength by wine and nourishment, whilst the
o%rvous system is tranquilized by the internal! om-
pyment of quarter-grain doses of tartaremetic with
Saltleenth of a grain of acetat: of morphine, givenin

Mindereri, or snlation of the acetate of am-
monls, and repeated every two bours antil sleep is
obtained. This is the mode of treatment intro-
dosed and practiced with such sucvess by the late

. Graves. Tho scalp should at the same time
be envel in & spirit lotion, and care be taken
that pou ent be administercd at regular inter-
vals, and not postponed until the paticnt nwakes

y.

. Wise.—Alcobolic fluids should not be prescribed
Dulseriminately in typhoid fever, bat rather be
¢cualderod ag an occasional remedgefu especial
e, When employed, they should be given care-
,"‘"!; tod at ltawdoﬁternla, when the exhaustion
4 greatest, as at night, when & little wine admin-
Btared with jedgment, is often followed with

g sleap, If it excite the patient, oause
e pulse to become more wiry, or render the tongne

) give way, rendering immediate and energetic alim-

nlus necessary 10 obviate the tendeucy to death,

1 when brandy, in balf-ounce doses, frequeatly re-
Sahine Mistures.—Nodependeud e _bould beplaced |
{f something must he dune, howeser, ;

peated, will often aave the life of the patient.

Diarvhen.—When moderate, this sbuuld not be
interfered with, but should the number of evacua-
tions exceed three or four in the 24 housrs, they
must he checked to prevent the drain upon the pa-
tient's strengrth, for this purpuse, a tew drope of
lnndanum (5 or ), or paregoric (15 or 20), in an;
agreeable vehicle, generally answers wery well,
and may be repeated according to circumstances.
The mineral acids may often he advantageously
combired with the tincture of opinm as 15m. di-
luted sulpluric, nitrie, or phosphoric acid, with
3, 4, or 5 m. of the laudanom.

Enemata of 10 or 15 drops of the %inct. epiam
with three or four ounces of starch gruel, is often
a preferable more of cheching the lnosemess, when
the patient can be made to submit w0 them.

8hould opiates prove unavailing, astringents may
be conjoined with them. The salts of copper, silver,
and lead, | consider superior to the regetable as-
tringents, for when judiciously managed, I have
found them to do all that any remedy can affoct
in controlling the diarrheen.

The acetate of lead T am in the habit of giving,
even in the early stage, every six or right hours,
under the impressiop that it is capable, not only of
controlling the parging, but of keemag in cbeck
the aloerative process in Peyers patches, aad remov-
ing the tympanitis. I¢ may he givea alone in
three grain doses, or combined with feom a sixteenth
to a twelfth of & grain of the acetate of morphine,

‘The sulphats of copper with opium is also a val-
uable remedy . 1 do not know of a hotter, especially
ia protracted cases  an eighth of a grain in pill
with an equal gquantity of opium given every four,
six or cight hours, will seldom fail of checkiug the
diarrheea, whilst it seems to exercise a bemeficial
influence un the intestinal affection.

Quarter grain doses of the nitrate of silver, with
or without opium, every .ix hours, or after every
liquid evacuation, often exercizes a remarkable
control over these discbarges. It shoald be giveu
in the form of pill. Some practitivners do rot
employ it from fear of its darkening the skir. 1
have used it extensively and often continuouary for
a considerable time, and have never yet witnessed
any such effect from its administration.

Alum is another remedy of the astringent cluss
that may be relied upon; it should be given in the
form of whey. This is made by putting one drachm
of powdered alam into & pint of bviling milk. The
fluid portion, after seperation, may be given in
doses of two tablespoonfuls every three or four
hours, or oftener if required.

Tympanitis——Much relief may be cbiained from .
warm fomentations kept constantly to the swollen
intestines, and ome of the most agreeable modes of
applyiog them is by meaas of folds of lint wrung out
of boiling water, and placed upon the abdomen as
hot as can be borne, coveriug it afterwards with
oiled silk, ur gutta percha tiusue, to prevent
evaporation ; renewing the heat from time to time,
a9 desired. When the tympanitic distemsion i
congiderable, & small quantity of spirits of turpen.
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tine may be sprinkled upon the surface of the lint
just before applying it, Indeed Iam in the habit
of keeping the right iliac region tender by it when
a mors extended application is unnecessary, or ob-
jected to. Compound camphor liniment may be
subatituted for the turpentine when the latter will
not be endured.

When tympanitis occurs eacly in the faver, and
the powers of the patient are not much impzired, a
fow leeches may be applied to the abdemen with
benefit, following them with emollient fomentations,
and the internal exhibition of the acetats of lead.
But should the loss of blosd be contra-indicated,
the lead alono may b. employed with turpentine
stupes as above directed.

Injections of half an ounca of tinct. assafmtida
in a pint of common gruel, or half an ounce of
confection of rue in a pint of camphor mixture, if
carefully aduwinistered, will geunerally cause the
expulsion of & large quantity of the confined air
in such cases, to the patient’s great relief. Or
introducing an wmsophagus tube gently iuto the
rectom, or & No. 12 elastic catheter will also give
vent to the accumulated air which may be passed
through & vessel of water. If cautiously managed,
a pump may be attached to the tube, and the air
be thus drawn gradually away.

Hemorrhage from the Bowels.—This is a pretty
certain indication of intestinal ulceration, the
source of the blood being principally from the ul-
cerated surface : I have often been surprised at the
large quantity disharged without the patient being
materially lowered. This happens only in robust
subjects ; and in such circumstances, we must not
hastily interfore with it, but in enfeebled persons,
even & moderate discharge calls for prompt meas-
ures to arrest it. -

The most perfect quietude should be enjoined,
cold or iced drinks given, the abdomen cove:ed
with cloths dipped in cold vinegar and water, and
sugar of lead in five-grain doses, with morphine,
or a combination of gallic acid and opium, be
given at short intervals. But when tho bleeding is
moderate, a starch and laudanum enema will often
alone be sufficient to control it.—(Continued.)

o Corresponidents.
Needles.~Those employed in the hospitals hore, are the
ordinary glovers’ needles; thoy aro tr 1 m'nz thoir

points, and have three sharp cutiing ed :c:g.“ Apart there-

fcre, from their chea their read , ronders
them much superior to the regular surgeons’ needles.
When required curved they may bo easily ben$ whilst, hot,
over a piece of round iron, if the extrome point bo held
firmly to it with pincers during the turning., They may
also be obtained extremely small, this is an important point
especially in operations about the eye, for which we have
found them very convenient, having twice performed Crit-
chett’s oporation for shortenring the invornal rectus, with
little ﬁlovcrs’ ncedles so curved ; this would have been very
ditficult with any of the smallest surgeons’ neodlo that we
havo evorseen, .

Howm tomake a Linsced Poultice~Tho ground flax seed
om] ':lr?ed for making poultices, should be swoet and fresh,
and of a yellowish colour: when of a sour taste, or smeil
it should be rejected. Filla tezcup lightly with tho mezl,
rubbing off all that is 2bove the level of its brim, aud hav-
ing put it into a hot bowl, pour over it very nearly the
samo quantity of boiliug water, and heat it up as you would
anegg; it will be quite thin at first, but ina fow minutes of
diligent stirring it will becomo of tho (pmper consistence.

It should now be spread from half an inch to an inch
thick, on cotton or soft linen, and bo large ¢nough to cover
all tho inflamed part; when, atter greasing its sucface with
» little fresh lard, to provent it from adhering to the skin,
it will be ready for anhcatzon. .

Never mix a poultice until you wish to pus it on, as keop-
ing &;. l;toatb ver & fire or bolling it, ronders it sticky and un-
comfo:

formation of matter, and by softening tha structurey ¢«
cover {t, hasten {ts cppearanes to the surface,

Poultices should bo changed frequently, and care bo 1al;,
not to oxposn the parts to cold whilst doing so. Theyr;
be continued for a fow days atter the discharge of the oy
tcr.u w&lon a dressing of simple olutment should by u.;
nstead.

When applied to offensive ulcors, stir in a tablespoe |
of powdered charcoal before spreaditig: this will dedtr;
tho smell and render tho discharges healthy,
When put upon the head to removo scaly eruptions,y
a teaspoonful of common bakiug soda to each _poultics,
Sugar of Anise-~To ten ounces of powdered white x
add by triturition, quarter of an ounce of theoil of anise.|
s much omployed here for colic in infants. Direet (;,
child & month old, as much as will lay un a three pa
B:ccg. and for one of & year, what a sixpenco will holvi‘: 1
e given in 2 little milk and water, and be repeated o
TICCUNSAYY.
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other p:n?crs connected with Midwifery, 2nd edit. ;]
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Ellis & Ford’s [lustrations of Iissections, parts 1,34
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Vision by H. Snellen, M.D. P, W. Van do Waoijer, Utri4

Caso of Puerperal Convulsions, complicated with X
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C. Claggett, Northtield, Vt; Dr. J. H. \Vl;eolcr.l}v

N. H.; Mr., G, D. Proctor, Montreal; Dr. F, Violott], 5]
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BIRTHS, :

On the 13th Aug,, the wife of Or. Oruton, Fairviee
caster, of a son. .
MARRIAGES, '

At Stanstead, on the 18th Aug., by the Rev. J. To
Dr. J, W. Huntoon, to Ellen” W,, daughter of t*
Phineas Hubbard, Esq. .

Ir: this city, on the 3rd St.}pt., by the Rev. J, B, B
P, Campbell, Esq., M. D, of Athol. C. W., to Alics,
daughtor of the Jate Mr. James Bell, of Montreal.
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Proprictor, or to Alr. John Lovell. . ;

Subscriptions will bo received in Groat Briteinby
3. Maw & Son, 11 Aldorsgate st., London, E. C., W%
forward any books or publicati tended for noti

Ie,
When rightly made snd of the proper perature, if
should feol warm and pleasant, relieve the pain, assist the
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