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SOME INTELLECTUAL WEEDS OF AMERICAN GROWTH
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A - g Géc;ncn M. GouLp, M.D.,
Philadeiphia,

In no other eountry or time has there been such a strange luxuriance -
of intellectual and social weeds as we are now and here growing on
American-soil. Any attempt even to sketch a historical review of them

-would require a volume. It seems impossible in speaking of them to

avoid the use of the word crank. Our crankism is such a strange
jumble of inconsistencies that there is no old word by which it may so
well be named. The patient’s diseases are old, it is true, but he seems
to have all the old quack diseases all at once, and that makes at least
a mew symptom-complex. The connotations of the term crank are such
that the subject is recognized as not actually or enfirely insane, and
yet always partially so, sometimes and in some ways perilously near,
possibly really over the border line. He is also in some respects sane,
or possessed of a cunning that adroitly simulates sanity. . To an extent,
or as regards some things, he is sincere, in one or two positively fana-
tical, but again he shows the previous psychologic contradiction of
keeping some parts of his brain normal. His mind is ev1dently con-
structed on the water-tight compartment plan.' All of this is also
part of the suggested meaning of the word crank. Again, he is as to
certain objects unselfish, in reference to his hobby furiously so: but
there is never absent the altribute of a spider-like watching for “ the
main chance,” a highly developed astuteness in getting money from the
greater fools who trust him. He is intensely ignorant, and as inor-
dinately cgotistic, and all of that is latent in the word crank also-
Lastly, “he” is often a woman, and the word must be stretched to-
cover that noteworthy fact.

The morbid egotism of the cranks is perhaps the most striking thmg
that appears in all the books, periodicals, writings, preachings, and
doings of these strange people.  Alienists well know how egotism rules
the minds of their insane patients. Mentally diseased the ecranks
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plainly are, normal cerebration being disturbed and irregular, or more
commonly undeveloped and atavistic. Strip the mind of the higher
cducated and social results of evolution, whether by disease or by uticr
failure to keep up with eivilized progress, and the egoistic instinets,
the primal and basic of the principii individualionis arc all that it has
to fall back upon. Egomania raves and wantons pathetically, but also
ludlcroush, in cvery page of these sorry eddyites, “ vibralogists,”

“mental scientists,” distant healers, and ranters of a multitude of sub-
varicties. The keynote of all the teaching is the infinite value of “I,”
ihe unlimited power of it, the eternal emphms and repetition of it.
In the worst cases and magazines the ‘editor becomes onc with God,
and his sentences for pages are entirely meaningless drivel and word-
swash, and onec wonders how soon there must be a writ dc lunatico
inquirendo and a commitment to the asylum.

An interesting result of this uprush of commingled egotism and
ignorance is that it pretends to be new, while in reality it is the living
on of the old dlrty medievalism which all historians know so well.
One of the amusing characteristics of another *school” of medicine
was its claim to be a brand new school, while it affecied to look down-
upon the “ old * school of scientific medicine. What was new was the
laboratory, the science of the germ theory of disease, hygiene, scientific
diagnosis, and the laws of health, Yhat was old ” was the itch, theory:
of discase, the mythical supernaturalism of high potenc1es 'md a re-
making of the medieval doctrine of: swnature:. ‘So in the “New
Thought there is Trothing newer than the African’s voodooism; in the,
“New Christian Science” there is no newness, no christianity, no science.
In vibralogy there is nothmrr but ‘medieval magic and miracle mon-
gering, and in o=teopat‘1y there is only:the old: ‘English bonesctter’s
ignorance, plus the old impertinence of the old quack of the olden
time. In other words, the entire brood of modern medical crazes and
crankisms, while furiously contending that each is new, is in every cell
of their being the very demonstration of the utter lack of the new or
modern spirit, of the mental incapacity to take it on, or even to see
it. Every modern discovery in biology, sociology, and medicine, is
ignored. It is the spook of the middle ages ludicrously gibbering in 2
really new epoch of science, skill, and reason. It is atavism pure and
simple; the old barbarism freed by democracy. It is a sequel of a
rapid growth of the intelligent in many while the rest, not growing, be-
come the neo'lected residue of stranded incapables upon our hands.
Our punishment is the warning that in the last resort we are Tespon-
sible for the wreckage. Thc only way we can abridge the evil is to set
ebout the duty of primary physiologic and social education.
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Whenever a quack advertises, the most prominent part of the adver-
tisement, the most of the costly space is occupied by the portrait of the
great man. The more a man in the regular medical profession ap-
proaches to quackery and’ secret advertising the more his photograph
appears in the lay or socalled professional journals. When vanity or
money-making enterprise becomes an outspoken disease this tendency
is illustrated most amusingly as well as instruectivety. In all the
literature of faddism and crankery the everlasting photograph appears,
and in one. journal every contribulor’s picture heads his article, and
each of the dozen “ editors of departments” has the inevitable photo-
graph in every week. The New Thought advocates and editors are
especially prone to this sort of thing. The pictures ot “ Ella” and of
“William” and of “Elizabeth” are everywhere. (They call each
cther in this familiar wi ay in their p'\pcrs, s0 no disrespect is_implied
'here) Ella’s rings and arm are very “f{etching,” and William’s (one
of the Williams) stern picrcing glance transfixes you with true Hubs
~bardesquesness. But Elizabeths photograph would certainly scare
‘away an intending lover, so indescribably terrible is it. ¢ Glasses”

would not, “ destroy that magnetic gaze.”” She publishes and sells her
own booka and praises them too, as straight at you as her photographic
" eyes would mdlcate Each copy of “The Constitution of Man,” she
says, “1is full of power and mbpmatlon and “contains a speaking
likeness of the author.” ¢ Experiences in self-healing,” “is the latest
and greatest of my books ” (each is always the greatest), «alive, help-
ful, inspiring. ' Beautiful book, good picture of me.”

Indeed, the mark of morbid self-consciousness is in every article and
sentence of most of the crazy or erank literature so rampant among us.
It is mot only marked by it, but is rather drenched in if, so that
teachers, priestesses, and humble papils seem to delight in: standing and
paddling in their own slush. It is an old and well recognized law of
disease and insanity that one is unconscious of healthy organs. Most
people, for instance, go through life without a moment’s attention to
their knees, their ears, or their « desires.” But let them get synovitis,
middle-ear inflammation, or the New-Thought disease, and at once all
their attention is absorbed by their knee, ear, or mind” In all of
ﬂus literature, “psychometry,” fortune-telling, character readings,”

“ somnopathy,” phrenclogy, mediumship, gra,pholo ,’f “ astrology,”

“ self-healing,” hypnotlsm, occultism, and a hundred forms of mOl’bld
“ ministering' to the mind diseased ¥ form the staple of mstruchon,
the substance of page after page of magniloquent nonsense, and more
amportant still, fill all the advertising pages to repletion. The par-
sonal answers to correspondents.illustrate it to satiety. «How shall I
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get rid of the fear?” “How prevent mean thoughts?” “Is the
love between the se\es inecompatible with the highest mental states? ”
The jealous wife, “misunderstood woman,” misunderstandings mth:
husbands, how to get well, ¢ Soul-mates, the wearing of glas sses and
the magnetic gaze,” bashfulness, the second dworce—-—theae are some
of the things the editor takes upon himself to write about to the
victims who appeal to him for advice. “ Thought-Force” is a book
by one of the omniscient teachers, and its purpose is thus stated by
him to be:

A wonderfully vivid Mook answering the questions: Can I make my life more
happy and successful through, mental control ? How can I affect my circum-
stances by my mental effort ? Just how shall I go about it to free myself from
my depression, failure, timidity, weakness and care ? How can I influence those

more powerful ones from whom I desire favor ? IIow am I to recognize the
causes of my failure and thus avoid them ?

"Can I make my disposition into one which is active, posmve, nigh strung, and
masterful ? How can 1 draw vitality of mind and body from an invisible source ¥
How can I directly attract fricnds and friendship ? Tow can I influence other
people by mental suggestion ¥ ITow ean I influence people at a distance by my
mind alone ? How can I retard old age, preserve health and good looks ? How
I cure myself of illness, bad habits, nervousness, ete. ?

“ Thought-Force ” gives an answer to questions like these, ‘

Tt is cvident that here is a mew disease in the world, genuinely
epidemie, too. The diagnosis is easily made, but is thexe any thera-
peutist wounld dare suggest a treatment?

When the history of the outbreak of mental disease which its adhe-
rents call © Christian Science,” “New Thought,” “Mential Healing,”
ete., comes to be written, it will be fmmd that not a little of the re-
sponsibility for its existence rests upon New L‘ngland transcendent-
alism. As regreifully as one may say it, Bmerson is their favorite
philosopher, or was once so.- Of course, neither this noble man, nor
that popular movement, is entirely responsible for the present day
examples of mental degencration and discase. So far as one can learn.
these people have no care for anything outside the dizzy whirl of their
monomaniac ideas, or preferably, lack of ideas, and far from knowing
anything about so ancient-a person as Fmerson they reck not and
know not of any interest except “ vibralogy ” and the repetition of a
meaningless lot of words. In one or two instances there is a dhmpae
of the faet that they have a vague idea of an outside world, as in
Wilmans®, for instance, but it is only of the world of phantasmagoric
newspaper science (as, e.9., “a life powder compounded by a Chicago
physician to revive dead animals”) taken in all seriousness. In one
or two things all are united—in treating disease by “absent or distant
treatment » and getting money therefor, in hating doctors. and the

post’ll underlings” (for excluding their purely commercial fraud
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journals from the mails). All agree the Cain of the primal couple was
sired by Quimby and dammed (absit omen!) by Mrs. Mother Mary
Baker, etc, and the parents were only “spiritually ¥ marrred! But
the accident of names is as nothing. All names sit lightly on the
consciences of these ladies. So under any other names the epidemic
must have come. The conditions were such that the result was
inevitable.

The psychology of eddyism, best illustrated in the latest scctarian
degenerative end-products, is familiar to all alienists and students of
insanity. A healthy mind cannot read the socalled “new thought”
journals for an hour or two without the overwhelming conviction that
these people are really insane.  The wonder is that they have preserved
so much commereial cunning. The money aspeet, pay-in-advance for
reading notices, for absent treatments, for “psychometric readings,”
for books, for  vibrations,” for insuring “success,” for shares of mining\
stocks, for letier pads, for journals and lectures, and all that—this is
never forgotten. It goes om, however, at the same time and in ihe
same columns with the dreariest waste of reverberating words; words,
words,—utterly without meaning, and utterly without end. There are
tons of such printed stuff as this going out every month:

Unity is Non-ethical. It simply is. God is! Energy is! Poweris! Lightis!
Life is ! Thoughtis! Loveis! Attraction is! Electricity is! Man is! Exist-
ence is the beginning of our search for happiness. Existence is non-ethical. It
is a mistake to call God good.

1 see that my strength is God, and therefore I know no weakness or tired
feeling. I am eternal emergy. My peace is God. and therefore I am eternal har-
mony. All presence is God. and there js no presence of sin. All existence is God,
and there is no existence of evil. I affirm the allness of truth. I am the truth,
for there is not anything for me but truth to be. I am the whole truth, as it is
undivisible unto parts. I see that T am truth and all goodness there is. I can
not be sick for my life is the almighty.

Grammar and spelling arc matters of indifference also. Prior to Mrs.
Eddy, the fashion of scorning the accepted meanings of words, had been
well set by inflamed egotism and transcendental enthusiasm. But to
call an unfaith « Christian,” and an. idiocy “Secience,” was left to that
daring lady and her followers. The habit of misapplying words, of
making any word express any fact at pleasure, is characteristic of in-
sanity, and when swords themselves lose all meaning and become a jargon
of monologue—then the end is not far. In the same sequence of sen-
tences, a mental healer will claim that all drugs are violent poisons,
porsoxs, POISONS, and that they are also inert, dead, wholly without
effect on the system. Left without support of religion or government,
relieved from duty and poverty, with not a scrap of knowledge, the
wrecked mind must feed upon its own vanities and fancies, call itself
God, and sell “healing vibrations,” “cash always in advance.”
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In commercial medical journalism, the owner-publisher will usﬁally -
allow his professional servant-editors and contributors sufficient freedom
to write about their little professional matters, as they please, providing,
they do not interfere wih his advertisements, reading notices, ways of
making money, ete., and especially if they, the editors, annually accept
a sufficient number of articles lauding advertised preparations—ihere
must not be too many, or they would excite suspicion and destroy pro-
fessional support, but they must not be so few—and, heavens, not none
at all !—as to discourage advertisers. Tt is strange how this same
problem presents itself elsewhere, and even in the divine and ius'pirbd
journalistic organs of the popular new religiometaphysicomedical cran-
keries, multitudinously named. 1In these periodicals, the adveriisements.
are not confined to any certain pages or paris of pages, and the pub-
lishers of the books of the editors fill their own reading columns with
reading motices, and puifs, as unblushingly as the worst of our enor-
mously circulated ¢ medical ® journals. In one of the most successful
of the crank journals, the editors sing their angelic songs of science and
drugless healing, in charming ignorance of interspersed pages by the
publisher (who plainly has his svay with every column as he will) in
praise of his Food Company remedies, his Tobacco Company, his Iron
Ore Company, ete. He frankly confesses, his journal subseribers have
subscribed many tens of thousands of dollars to his business cnterprlses
He is evidently a very astute promoter.

When one makes a study of the earlier weeds of morbid psychologic
literature and sccts, and after he has grown tired cnough of Mother
Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy and her children, he will next come
upon the “ New Thought,” represented hest by a journal of that name,
edited by Ella Wheeler Wilcox and William Walker Atkinson. (In pro-
portion to the fame of great ones, the entire set of names must be spelled
in full.) The pcrusal of a half dozen numbers of this periodical will
only take an hour or two, and although so far of much interest, ‘and
instructive, one will then begin to tire of the thoughtlessness of the new
thought, and of its oldness, and especially of its puerile and repetitive
lessons. Ome will get a wearying conviction that if, as the publisher
avers, there are 100,000 subscribers who find this childish stuff adapted
to their needs, then surely the schoolmaster is not abroad in the land,
or he is not doing his duty very thoroughly. Had we space, we would
like to reproduce a few hundreds of excerpts we had marked. There
is nothing directly vicious or nauscating about it, as is so common in
other forms, but it is, of course, indirectly morbid. The people who are
ministered to, and treated, are surely sick, very mmuch so, mentally and
socially, but the teachers, the high priestesses, and their little amen-
sayers, the priests, are surely much “sicker.”
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One thousand dollars were given, in Tourteen prizes, by the publisher
of New Thought, for the hest definition, within len words, of “ New
Thought.” The following were the definitions, winning the prizes—
the first of $500, the second of $250, ele.

Being and doing one’s hest by repeatedly aflivining one's ability.

We are what we assert ourselves to be.

Claim that you are what you desire to be,

The cheerful, persistent assertion of the soul's prerogutive !.o rule.
Continuous .:ﬁirm.nmn of whatever helps us achieve our highest nf:umbxhuv-n.
Auammg the ideal in 1ife through thought coneentreation and amsertion,
Mental imagery, pﬂrqormlly controllable, governs bodily heulth and Individual

circumstances.

Holding constantly before one’s thoughts the omnipotence of mat's mind.
Human development through recogsition and assertion of human divinity.
_The control of mental force by positive, cuncentrated, idesl ruggention.
Relization of ideals by hecoming thew through foree of denire,

Benefiting or injuring others and guresives reciproeally throngh thought forch
Fear nothing; love everything; believe you can de unythm

The recognition, realization, and manifestation of the God i e, N

Ii secz, therefore, that the more one claime, regardiess whether he
has it or not, the more egotism one cullivales, the more one jgnores
facts and liveg in indiffercnce 1o them, the mope ane ignores dlc’.‘dnc
and treats himself, or hires “absent treatinent,” by means of “ vibra-
tions,>—the more one “ realizes the God in me” ,

One of the “New Thought? journals s called The Naulilus.
Holmes’ poem will be forever spoiled for anyone who hag ever read ihis
periodical.  “ Build thee more stately manzions, eie,” iz the ot of
the title page cach week. One of the recent numbers devovss a page,
or 1more, to the thesis, that “ The root-cavse of all ro-called sdf-eon-
sciousness s rc-a‘h' self-unconsriousness, o lack of slf-knowledge and
cclf-valvation.” So morbid has morbid zelf-conscionsneszs bLecome,
that it is even encouraged as x virtue, Vanity iz here delisiounsly in-
flamed. A praized illustration, that extendz throuzh the eolurans of
. iz that of a #irl, who spent her fife in ,;m'.:z-m"
altivating

one of the articl
poses, facial expressions and tricks of speech bf- ore 5 GireoT, ©
blushin o, 2z she had learned it was pretiy and becoming. ete. We are
informed in the fourth eoluran, that © seif-knowledge includes a know-
ledge of the universe as 2 whole, and of every humen bein ng 25 2 pRrs of
the wheole” The Noulilus, a W»rt‘m" i ma:zo ‘\o. 2, iz “devoned io
¥ Idy C. Craddock (arrested Ing

Uy “a

. %3
reing her veach-

the art and science of zalf-ezpression.
abuse of 1he wpails with rhse Eiz:raznr:') iz r;aLM‘ zdiwria

sweet, esrmest, clean soul, who ©

+

ings upon en upready '.mr. i, w0 bv.. her
swne wall of the law, e1e.”  One of the editor Ei
latest, most inspired hooks, ©Just How 1o Weks th

1

sxplains—Ier Bf 227 & r_::f'.v:"nz, Yot chiefiy rman’s rela
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shows what the solar plexus is to the human body, how to control
emotions and thoughts, to develop concentration, kill fear, etc., and to
insure the attainment of a strong poised selfhood. The advantages to.
purchasers is shown by testimonials; we have space for only one:

J. F. WiIrLrs. BRECKENRIDGE, CoLo., writes :—* I received more special benefit
from one reading of * Just how to Wake the Solar Plexus’ than I have during

a period of ten years with medicine chest and doctors’ bills of over $S00, asxde
from much time lost.”

The editor prints the following letter from a subscriber: |

I am enjoying a vacation and rest from all care and responsibility, where my
friends hope to cure me of my belief in astrology—the best place I could ask to .
be in for study and obscrvations of extremes of character, ete. :I’lease send
Nautilus here. Others hcre as well as myself will appreciate it. X. Y., Man- -
hattan Ilospital for the Imsane, Central Islip, L. I [Italies not ours.]

Ot “ Elizabeth Towne's Experiences in Self-healing” she herself
says: ’ '

Those who want real experiences in the new thought and its application will
find this book a mine of information. I have shown plainly just how I grew up
in new thought, healing myself of almost every imaginable kind of discase from
heart trouble to the catching-cold habit, from all sorts of chronic and acute things,
and from all sorts of faults of disposition and temperament. I have described
every method I used in overcoming not only diseases mental and physical, but
poverty as well. And incidentally I have described at length the methods I have
used and evolved in the healing of others as well as myself. Not a thing in
my experience have I glossed over or omitted. The book is an inspiration and
has been written in a white glow of purpose to reveal a soul’s efforts and progress
and accomplishment, to the end that other soul may see and understand and be
inspired to greater seclf-conquest and self-cxpression. It contains more of
me than anything, or all things else I have written.

To cure asthma, beside vegetarian dietetics, “mental breathing,”
and physical ditto the patient is instructed to read “Solar Plexus”
book every day for a month and get into the spirit of it and shine for
dear life all the time! She is to stand or sit straight, chest out, and
breathe down and out, taking pains to hold: the breath and then let
it out more slowly and evenly than she took-it in. With each breath
she is to mentally affirm, I am whole, or I'am love, or I am power—
using one affirmation for each day. ¢ Solar Plexus® book tells how.
Above all and in all she is to wake up and go at it with a’ will. To
put will into bodily action is the cure for asthma. Will is just what
an asthmatic is averse to using, will and persistence. ~'Asthma means
o curled-up will and it is not easy to uncurl it. o

Baldness, can be cured: ' '

v

Perha1-s you will ask me * what thought you. are to hold ” for dying hair. This
item is written presumably for those who have been “holding the thought” with-
out apparent results—as I did for several years. Then it came to me that I
must supplement “ the thought” with action. So I went to studying causes and
thinking out what to do. I've been doing it. Faith and works will accomplish
anything. The only thought to hold for dying hair is the thought of life. Keep
thinking it right in with every rub of your finger-tips until it gets to thinking
itself without special effort.
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The following questions and answera of puzzled correspondents are .
to te noted:

“ When you treat yourself for a cold who is doing the tresting, the objective
or subjective self ? Does mortal mind tell the spirit to do s0 and. so ?" B.

There you go calling yourself a * mortai mind.” You are immortal mind.
When you talk or treat it is immertal mind, talking or treating—talking to itself
and treating itself. .

* When you pray is it the God in you talking to the Universal God 7* J.A.

Ye gods, no! It is the Universal God talking vo himself. You are the Universal
God. Crawl up out of that little tadpole you and spread your wmgs in the
TUniversal.

* I wish you would have more to say about treating.” '

Why, everything I say is *‘ about zraanng." and ewrsthm» is a “ treatment,”
Everrbody on earth is treating all the time. If he isn’t treating for health he
is treating for sickness; if not for happiness, then for grief; if not for wealth,
then for poverty. Every thousht is a treatment. and every individual has the
power of choosing whatr he will think. Choose ye this minute what you will
“treat ” for. Treat yourself and your relauives and the whole world, ete. °

“ The Success Circle” is the title of an enterprise thoroughly adver-
tized by The Naufilus and itz editor, with the inecomparable photo-
graph attending. It say::

The Success Circle is designed to aid all who are seeking to better their con-
dition by understapding and appiving the laws of mind. It is simply a very large
class of students who are beinz taught, through my writiugs and my silent Word,
the principles of success; who are coming into touch with me and drawing in-
spiration to zo in and win for themselves. Wkhat I tezehi T know, I have praec-
tically demonstrated every step of the way, from 2 state of dependence, to. one
of freedom and power to command. I know how I did it and I can tell others how.
I teach by the Word (i.c., statements of truth) printed in my bock, “ Iow %o
Grow Success;” printed in the monthly letter to the Success Circle, published on
page seven of each number of The Nautilus, and conveyed telepathic:aﬂ;r to the
members, whom I treat individually and collectively. Water is free to all, but
if some man pzpa it to your kitchen sink you bave o pay bim, not for the water,

_but for the piping. I have piped the Word, the creative power of the universe,
and I offer it to you as the printed Word. in my book and paper. For these I
ask a reasonable price. You pay for nothing but the book and paper. For the
Word convered teiepathxcallv 1 make ab:-:iuwlv po charge. My silent Word,
or statement of truth, goes out to all the world. and whosoever will may receive
and vibrate with me fur the upliftment of himself. FEach copy of * How to Grow
Success ” contains a three-guarter lepzli porirait of the auther, and is signed
acd pumbered in my own handwriting.

As to the success for the author of the Success Circle there iz no
quesiion; and nore, according o the testimonializis on their pan.
}h:. Jone:; healih and: “ good looks have irproved 100 per cent.,”

and “ Mr. Jones’s business is evervthing we could wish for.> It brings
rain and good crops 1 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jackson, of New Athens,
1il.,, when their neighbours have none. Jr. Ridout, a land agent, of
Bruce, Wis., writes: '

The rear previous to joining the Circle was quite voeventful in 2 busiress way;
it started on a jump the very day I got your receipt for the moner sent to join
the Success Cirele. Now that I am in the real estate business. and T sold more
land the very day I got rour receipt than I had sold in the six months’ previous.
and nearly every day since 1 have had all the business that I could attend to.

Pesple marve] at my suecess. My davghrer found emplorment the very pexr day
after getting ber receipr of membership,

nig.
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Dr. James W. Cormany, Mt. Carroll, Tll., says:

I am getting every one I can to join the Success Circle. I have increased.my
business 50 per cent. Now that “ain’t to be sneezed at,” when I was doing a
good business before. B S

Even electricity obeys the all-commanding Elizabeth, for C.“E.’
writes: : L o

I am Lappy to say I am succeeding in -the line of my desires since joining‘the
Success Circle. Am night watchman in a large manufactory, and some. of the
machinery is kept running all night by electricity. Now I ‘have noticed that when
things go wrong with the electric current or the machinery it is when. I am out
of tune myself. So now, when I find myself raking over old troubles or dwelling
on wrongs, real or fancied, I say to myself, * Look out, old boy, some of this
machinery will be catching the melancholic and making trouble for you.” Then
I pull myself together and look on the bright side.

Without comment, and properly so, the cditor of The Nautilus
copies the following from the Boston Herald: '

Tenderly she laid the silent, white form beside those that had gone before,’
She made no outery, she did not weep. Such a moment was too precious to be
spent in idle tears. But soon there came a time when it seemed as if nature
must give way. She lifted her voice, and cried long and loud. Her cry was
taken up by others who were near, and it cchoed and echoed over the grounds.,
Then suddenly all was still. What was the use of it all ? She would lay another
egg to-mMOrrow. R .

Another of the “ New Thought > periodicals is called Freedom, and
is said to be of “ Realistic Idealism,” published at Seabreeze, Florida.
We cannot give the editor’s name, for she—it is, of course, g lady that
edits such journals—has a multiplied personality and many names.
These are some of them, scattered everywhere through the samples
before us: Wilmans, Helen, H.W.P., Wilmans Publishing House, Helen
Wilmans Post, Helen Wilmans, No Signature, ete.” Financially Helen
seems the most successful of all the New Thoughtists, Mental Healers,
or whatever name one should use to deseribe them, and there are occa-
sional glimmers of sanity to be found in her paper so that one may be
hopeful even of this large class of the American people and of their
mental convalescence. The greatest of the complaints of Helen and
of her publishers and contributors is of Postmaster-General Madden.
The violence of the langnage against the “ postal underlings ” of the
Government for excluding Freedom from second class rates is un-
worthy of the divine people for whom “there is no evil.” And all
this in the same issnes which contain the legend, “ entered at the post-
office as second-class matter.” It is incomprehensible. The papers
“multed ” or suppressed, it is said, are “ those devoted to the promul-
gation of ideas not in. harmony with the postoffice officials.” This
seems unnecessary, and contradicted by the columns of reading notices
and advertisements of the editor’s and publisher’s business enterprises,
books, lectures, etc., a column or two of one editorial being devoted
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to the publisher’s Letter Tablet, price 25 cenis. The editor's financial
“ability is thus spokeni of in her own journal: '

Mrs. Williams DPost claims fo have mastered poverty by using ler power to
_think: that by concentration of thought on money she hus drawn wealth to herself
.as if to a magnet; and certainly her large financial income and magnificent proper-
ties in IMlorida give indications of her success in raising lierself from a condition
. of most abject poverty to one of unlmited opulence. In her famous book, * The
Conquest of Loverty,” she sets forth her modus operandi. '

Has Helen attended the school she advertise—“The Washington
Sanatorium and School of the Art of Attracting Opulence?

Like all these descendants of Dr. P. P. Quimby, of Maine, plus
Mother Mary Baker Patterson Glover Eddy, “ Freedom” most of all
things, hates medicine. Itfs pathology is as naive as would be expected
of those who do not believe in matter or discase, and who have never
studied any other kind of science than that in Chicago daily yellow
papers. “ Chronic disease is the gradual accumulation of dead matter, .
ete.,” and “sickness is an effort to cast it off.” “ The effort in .all
cases of healing is that of the mentality, or spirit, endeavoring to free
itself from the accumulated beliefs of the ages, ete.” :

It is thought alone—the right kind of thoughi—that has the ability to.cast
every clement of ‘decay out of our bodies by quickening the springs of action:
within them. Is the liver torpid ? Thought can cast out every .obstruction
to its perfect action. Is the heart sluggish and the cireunlation slow ? Thought
can remedy this. And so of every organ; and with every organ rencwed how can
it be possible that the whole body should lag behind in sickness and, distress,
and how should it die ? We know positively that thought can renew the various
organs in the body. o . o ..

Renewing organs by thought, is however, a small part of the claim.
to omnipotence. - Helen says that she has an “entire conviction in
the ultimate conquest of disease and every form of bodily weakness.
This leaves us with the perfect right to assert the possibilily of con-
quering old age and death; and I want it understood forever that I
Jdo assert it; that I believe in it with my whole mind, and that I work
for it with cvery breath I draw.” C

Alopaths (it is always spelled so) and homeopaths, all drug-givers,
and such despicable folk are “on the run,” and, “Medicine is played out.
Every new discovery of bacteria, shows us that we have been wrong, and
that the millions of tons of stuff that we have heen taking was all use-
less.”  Any drug is a poison. Anything that cannot be digested and
assimilated into the body is a poison. The drug has no power of action
at all. It is utterly dead.” What Helen and company understand by
“ doctors » may be gathered from this:

I have taken it upon myself to interview some of the persons whose pictures
have appeared, with statements over their own signatures that they have been
healed; and invariably I have found that the person was not healed at all. Qne
man in this city, when I asked him why be gave his picture and statement which
I saw in a daily paper, replied:
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“ Well, they took me over there and washed me out and filled me up with
stimulants and electricity until I felt so good I thought I was healed. While
I felt so well, they put the statement, you saw, under my nose for me to sign,
and got my photograph But after I bad been home two weeks I was worse than
ever I was before.”

The faithful healer, however, is thus encouraged, thus encouragcs
herself, or himself, or itself: .

What matters if others reject you when you have cnce perceived the wondrous
potencies of your Personality, the Shrine of the Infinite, the Tabernacle of Genius ?

Another Journalistie illustration of the new miracle-mongering, is
called The Golden Rule. 1t exemplifies the fact that “Christian Scicnce”
is a great promotor of that type of insanity which is not inconsistent
with financial cunning. This journal claims 10,000 rcaders, and even
if this is not true, the ability to pay the printers’ bills on the part of the
hundreds of these wild and morbid periodicals, tells of the vast amount
of such mental alicnation and of how near a great part of the race is
to absolute insanity. It is plain that we may not safely ignore the fact,
and that “ smiling it aside ” is not wise. From page after page of The
Golden Rule not a hint of rcal thought is to be grasped, except when
it comes to the “cash in advance” commands, and then it is all very
clear and business-like. Two brothers scemingly edit, but it is “I”
that speaks, very ungrammatically, but as “I* says, “grafficly” We
cannot spare space for interesting examples of psychopathic word-rub-
bish, in which Brother “ I * proves himself divine, and more; that “ the
universe is a man, male and female;” that “the universe is my in-
stitution, I heal the sick, ete.” When “ a devout member of organized
religion,” he-they got “catarrh of his head and stomach in fighting
the devil, and other troubles,” but “when truth came to his vision,”
he ceased to deny “his desires for tobacco and dancing.”

I kept on eating everything that my appetite craved until there was perfect
agreecment established and my stomach trouble was cured. To my catarrh of
the head I said, go ahead if there is something about my head that nceds to be
taken cut or destroyed, I want you to do it. I am Spirit and nothing in heaven
and on earth can hurt me. I have healed all kinds of diseases and casted out devils.
Every day I am laying hands on the sick and they recover. I have taken up
serpents and drank the socalled deadly poison and it did not hurt me. I speak
with a new tongue in the way of explaining the Truth. Not only bave I casted
out devils out of one or more persons but out of the whole universe.

I think infinitely. There is no limit to tlle harmonious power of my life. I
help people far and near. .

Terms for treatment is five dollars per month, cash in advance. .

RATZLAFF BROS.

“M.D.s are requested not to send him-them their circulars, and
telegrams and cablegrams are not desired, as he-they are so “ busy giving
treatment, till late at night, for all kinds of diseases, including poverty,
and writing letters. Five dollars per month in advance.” Mother
Eddy has much to answer for.
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But the New Thought has a still Iligher Thought which is said to
be “a journal of Realization,” with the motto, Yz ar¢ Gods. In praise
of its forecmost writer of the forelying issue it says he huas been a
“jack of all trades” and has done almost everything— carpenter,
gardener, homestcader, herder, hygienic physician, pioncer in Kans,
Tenn., and Fla., book-agent, farin-lahorer, orange-grower, poultry-farm-
er, professional nurse, newspaper-correspondent, story-writer, poct,
editor. At {welve was a dreamer on Socialism, at thirteen an Atheist
and in‘a few months converted, and by rapid siages Calvinist, Armenian,
Swedenborgian. At one iime a revivalist, later a working student in
a hydropathic college. Beeame Agnostic about twenty-one and remained
~ 5o till receiving the illumination of the Dawn Thought.”.
| The next symposium ” is to be on “{he sex question.” Tt all finally
comes back to a question of “health and disease ” with these wonderful
metaphysical, supcrnatural journalss One would suppose all the
“ Gods” (ihe “cditors ”—and their “ patients,” who also are “ Gods ™)
were in a strangely had state of health, although cach one of them is
“the perfect idea of perfect mind.” I am all; I have all; 1 know
all, for I am the likeness of all; all is now.” “Ifealth is the dircet
result of harmony and harmony only exists through agreement or one-
ness.” I want {o tell you,” says onme correspondent, “that spiritual
poise is all right” “ Highly successful in treating absent patients;”
“ distant treatments for health, wealth, and success” are adveriisements
of other “healers,” and Weltmer has come into the Higher Thought!
Weltmer is onc of the “ Gods,” with all ihe other advertisers of “ drug-
less science,” of “Realization,” of “Books of Health,” “Breath of Life,”
“The New Man,” “ Purity Journals,” “ Free Healing,” “Life’s Great
Healing Law,” and all the vest !

Health is sought so avidly by ihe sclf-conscious cranks as to indicate’
a sad state of disease in them. One of the sects is called The Ral-
stoniles. 'This is no cynical name bestowed by enemies, but one they
give themselves. The book before us is entitled Gengral Membership
Book of Knowledge of the Ralston Iealth Club Leallorelte Binding. On
the title page it is said to be (84) eighly-fourth (84) Edilion (84). It
is the first attempt so far as we know to build up a secret organization
in health-study or health-practice. “If there is any secret society
about I want to get on the inside ” is the thought which has preceded
many strange gatherings of men. There are many degrees of wisdom,
at least five, although “ hundreds” are spoken of, the “Inner Circle.”
“personal magnetism clubs,” ete. But there are dire punishments for
betraying secrets, not keeping pledges, etc., and one is made to feel
that invisible detectives and spies are dogging ome’s footsteps. “XNo
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subterfuge or indirvect action will remain long undiscovered.”........
“It will sooner or later be discovered and will eausc the loss of all
rights as a Ralstonite and the loss of respeet in the community.” The
loss of “all rights as a Ralstonite ™ must be a serious matter mdecd
judging from the following quotatlon

*“ No one pretends that 1here is any other channel of help to mankind except
that offered by 1lalstonism.”

* We believe that RRalstonism is the lever that has been dc%lﬂned by the Creator
for the work of uplifting the world.”

* IFor a quarter of a century the great cry of Ralstonism has been its determin-
ation to create a nmew race of men and women,”

A few thousand years ago, says Mr. Ralston, meén nived to be cen-
turies old. Such is the anthropology of this scientist. “Glame?” is
the word he has coined to designate the form of health-vitality. Such
is his philology. There are 2,237 maxims listed in this book with
“leatherette binding,” which constitute the most amusing mess of
nonsense, a seriocomic gathering of dietic and physiologic “ tommyrot »
Leyond compare. .\utxdrugglsm sticks out everywhere. Let examples
speak: ' ’

Perfect flour-making is rapidly spreading under the name of the Schweltzer
system. “

Wheat, being a perfect food, was the first cereal on earth L
- Onions tell if the bowels are out of order. S e

Diabetes is the turning of the blood to sugar. . o R

The vegetable kingdom includes everything not in the ammal kmgdom

Honey is about one-eighth flesh. I

A well-known man who was very-fond of sucking pig has recently dxed a horrxble
death from cancer.

Eaters of lamb meat are of gentler dispositions.

Meats give brain power, but will not build minds. B

The excretions of ministers after sermons show that a thmkmg man etcretes
more phosphorus than a laborer. . oo

Dried herring dries up the blood.

Consumption is often due to iron. o )

All water comes from the. clouds. ' T

Nearly all cases of typhoid are due to well water.

Hot milk snuffed into the nose has cured catarrh that defied all medlca] aid.

The natural treatment of catarrh is different and is in Ralston Franchise at
Fifth Degree.

Failing eyesight can always be prevented.

Glasses may be discarded by restoring the eye to its true shape. “ Ralston
Gardens ¥ describes the treatment.

The optic nerve is weakened by too much starchy food.

In diphtheria, lockjaw, and other torturing maladies the agonies inflicted by
germs are unnecessarily excruciating, malicious, malignant, cruel, relentless,
satanie, and devilish.

The body is part of nature’s general plan.

The faculties should remain stronger than the functions.

The sunrise sky is the golden field of hope.

The sunset sky is the rich meadow of peace.

In the last decade of the last century Ralstonism reduced the deuth rate by
10 per cent. in general.

We are sure Mr. Ralston is correct when he emphatically says
 Ralstonism can never die.” Neither will morbid ignorance. Seri-
ously meant fun and selling $25 books for $4.44 are also eternal.
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Not only the New Thought but these uncouth faddisms*are generally
based upon the healing business. Chrislian is the name of 2 “ New
Thought” periodical published in Denver, Colorado. The New.
Thoughtists praise it as illustraling the humorous aspect of the faith.
With avidity, therefore, one secks some relief from the, solemn carnest- -
ness, serious as an insane ward. of all the other ]ourmls and wrxtmw:,.v
The intent and conscious purpose, it must be emphasized, because un-
intentionally and unconsciously they are far more mirth-provoking
than any writing of Mark Twain. The editor of Christian, we suspeet,
would not claim any christianity for himself or his periodical—the
“humor ” may lic in that—although he tells us he is an “ ex-preacher.”
His wife, of whom he i3 always writing in his editorials, he says, is an
“ex-actress.”  Regretfully one must confess the humor, if intended,
is not present. It is all as dreary as a “ comic opera.” Of the intended
kind the constant calling of his readers “sweetheart” and “darling,”
and the iteration of such eolloquialisms as “in the soup,” “bucking
against the postoffice department ™ '(Mr. Madden would not let him
in), “Shake, my dear girl,” “Let him have his jimjams,” ete., are
illustrative. From a most serious © poem ” oceupying the whole front
page, and composed by a famous member, three dlsconnected lines
should also be excerpted: :

“ Tinkering of thoughts tobasco.”
“ Free from mustard meditation.”
“ Not a new food, nor a long-stunt.”

Because there is so little fun in our own or in any method of
“ Healing,” we reproduce a few extracts from the last number of
Christian. The editor of this periodical should he encouraged because,
however unwittingly, he is bringing the eddyistic and vibrational heal-
ing business to its legitimate and logical reduclio ad absurdum. The
editor and healer writes:

Give the healer a fair chance. and don’t mix mental methods. The other
day, a lady wrote, complaining that she did not improve. She said she had
"written to C and B and A and M at the same time that she wrote me, and had
put her case in the hands of each ¢f us. Five healers! It is a wonder she isn’t
dead or crazy ! It is unfair to all of us. Mental medicine should not be mixed.

-1 want you to myself or not at all
"I am the light of the world. I am all the light of the world., X am the light
in the jack-o’-lantern and the light of the lightning-bug and the light of the sun.

The leaders of this modern metaphysic movement have not not made good in the
way of healing themselves and others. Ostrich-like, they stick their heads into
the sands of sect to hide their defeat. )

The socalled New Thought is smelling a little musty. Throw it away, even
if your old body should go with it.

Don’t blame me if all the beautiful women on earth flock to Christian. 1t is
by the law of attraction, for the I am is “the fairest among ten thousand, and the
One altogether lovely.” .

Christian has had to fight for every inch of ground. Xt js now the only period-
ical of its kind on the planet. It is denied sccond-class postage because it is the
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voice of the Free Spirit. Let all who are going to die premrc for death I am
here to stay. 1 defy disease, death, and the devil. LR

Christian is given five distinct treatments before being sent out in the. m:nl
My wife and 1 transmit to its pages all the power and glory and lcue of our
own lives. It is our kiss of love to all of you! .

Baby Blanche is busy with health, but when she needs a doctor, 1 will not-
hesitate to send for one. .
The new thought public had rather read how Thomas Jefferson Shelton actually
cured himself of corns than to peruse the finest strung, theoretic article which the -
sedate and saintly Essence, or the grave and nnm:terml Mind, or the Puritaical
ldeals is able to produw.-—[?ho Nautilus.] '

Some time ago an enterprising healer of the Southwest gave much
amusement to his friends‘and enemies by instrueting patients all over
the world to lie down exactly at a cerrain hour of the day, and at that
minute the absent healer would think of them and send forth the
miraculous vibrations to cure each according to his receptiveness and
need. The man had forgotten or had never heard of a complicating
difference in time between the clocks of Kansas and Maine, San Fran-
cisco, and London, whereby his vibrations, instantaneously transferred.
would not arrive at all on time. In the latest number of Chrisiian,
the editor, on page S, says he is sending out 30,000 copies of his paper
every month, and to each person he also sends the healing and success
vibrations. Also, on page 8, he says the name of each of these 30,000
persons is “called every day in the healing-room.” Tt is strange that
the miracle-worker forgot his multiplication table. If at a high rate
of speed of the caller, and a still higher rate of the vikrator. surely
not over 30 names could be correctly read and called in a minute con-
tinuously by one caller. The “healing” would, of course, be easier.
At the auctioneer’s best, 1800 names an hour would severely tax the
larynx and would be extraordinarily good business. Thus to get
through the 30,000 names each day would require at least 17 hours of
uninterrupted “ calling” and healing. And yet this particular adver-
tiser is the most sane and rational of the entire muliiude of these
curious people.

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS, 1904,
' BY
F. J. HAcCkKETT, M.D,,
University of Bishop's College, Montreal,

My first words shall be of svelcome; welcome to the professional arena
in which for the future your best cfforts will be put forth in the struggle
agamst the many ills, which afflict the human body. Speaking for the

Faculty, and in a wider sense for the entire body of medical men, I ex-
tend to you the hand of fellowship, and henceforth, in virtue of the
powers conferred by this convocation, you take your place as equals
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amongst those who are secking to help the sick and define and combat
disease. The line of demarcation between pupil and teacher has been
crased, and we stand now upon the common ficld of endeavour in the
treatment of disease. These words of greeting should gain in cordial-
ily, when coming from one, who, like yourselves, took his degrees in
the convocation of the same body, which grants you yours to-day ; one,
who has during the course of your studies contributed little, it is true,
te help you in your ascent of the path leading to a knowledge of me-

" dicine. You have advanced step by step, and {o-day stand on an.
eminence from which you can look backward and review the events,
which have followed one upon another, leading you fo the crowning
event of this day; and forward, looking to the future, whercin you are
to put to use the principles and rules of medical science and art,
which you have acquired during your sojourn amongst us. I, there-
fore, also welcome you to the ranks of those, who are bound together
by the ties of membership in the same University.

Students you have ceased to be in the technical sense of the word
students in the broader and equally true sense of the word you will, I
hope and helieve, continue {o be to the end of your lives. Your ex-
perience in fact will be very dilferent from that of the majority of your
brethren, if after a few years in practice you do not feel that you have
learned more of your profession since you became qualified, than you
did Lefore. ‘

At present, no doubt, the feeling uppermost in your minds is one of
thank{ulness, that you have come to the end of what at one time seemed
an interminable series of examinations. We are pleased that you have
-passed them all with honour, and that in the various tests to which you
have been subjected you have given promise of being able to eure or
relieve the sick and competent to apply the teachings of science to the
mitigation and preventioni of disease. On such broad lines have you been
tested, and in this school such is the object of examinations which we
keep in mind. A medical examination should not be used to try a
man’s mental agility and alertness, his power of rapid and correct ex-
pression, nor should success depend upon command of self and pre-
sence of mind amid difficulties. Many a good man would fail under
such a test. It should be directed to appraising professional skill, only
ihis and nothing more.

At the outset of your medical career, pardon me, if I tell you that
the practice of the medical profession is not a life of case or luxury.
Be not deluded by those who would have you content with “glory ” or
any other philosophical abstraction. Little good is done by constantly

37
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drawing a distinction between the medical and other professions; it is
a false doctrine that would put our profession on the pinnacle of the
human temple, with the lawyers, authors, artists and others below.
In fact it has often been said that, the study of medicine is much nicer
than the practice of it. The, cager student, who, day by day gleans
some new facts, when they have all the relish of novelty, tries to give
to these facts their proper significance and importance, and following
his 1cachers, his reading, his authors, has the pleasurable sensation of
intellectual satisfaction, which his opening mind feels, as the truths
and laws of science grandly evolve and become clear 1o him.

The eager and earnest practitioner, on the other hand, when he
comes to apply his knowledge in his professional life has {o assume an
altogether different mental attitude. He no longer may follow his
teachers, the sense of personal responsibility is uwpon him. You will
sometimes {eel when you have an anxious case on your hands, the over-
whelming power of this sense of responsibility. You will then realize
what it is to have in your hands, depending on your decision, the issues
of life and death. You will find that you will not have one hour out
of the twenty-four, which you can positively call your own, in the sense
of being free from the chance of interruption by a professional eall.

Only enthusiasm and love of your work can make these things endur-
able. If you have these, you will respond with pleasure and prompt-
Dess to any call at any hour. You will have before you the prospect,
that this new case may afford some unusual manifestation of disease,
that in your treatment of it you will learn something new, that it may
afford an occasion of carrying out some method of treatment in accord
with the latest advances in therapeutics; or again, to some whose en-
thusiasm may carry them so far, should all efforts be of no avail, there
will remain the opportunity of establishing with certainty its pathology.

Your work will be undertaken and accomplished in a spirit which
will make the task light. You will communicate your enthusiasm to
those about you; your earnestness will be noted by your patients or
those interested in them, and do much to assure to them ease of mind,
feeling that they are in. good hands.

Reverses you will meet, they are not more frequent to medical men
than to others, your enthusiasm will carry you past them, then you
will have successes, and to the medical man whose soul is in his life’s
work they will bring especial satisfaction.

Looking into the future, I have in my mind’s eye that one of you
has attended a little girl, loved with intensity by a good mother,
stricken with a serious and dangerous malady, one which has caused
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her to lie for days on ihe brink of dissolution. To her fmendz. the.
shadow of death seems to darken the scene, you do not notxce these
things, you are not cast down or depressed, rather are you stimulated
to further effort. You notice with a keenness horn of earnestness in.
your work, and devotion to your patient, all the sympioms ol the case.
During the days of your attendance she has ceased to be only a case;
the little one has entered in your affections. You think not of loss
of sleep nor of fatiguc. By and bye the shadows lessen and ihings
brighten, and one by one the various signs of health and well-being re-
appear. Where was pain, there is now comfort; where was restless-.
ness, there is mow rest; intelligence has returned, and dulness of
expression and countenance have gu'en way to a laugh and a smile of
recognition.

By your unremitting care, and the interest which you aroused in
those whose duty it was to work while you were away, you contributed
much to save your patient from death. You have carned the Jife-
long gratitude of a child and its mother. Then there will come into
your soul a sense of satisfaction and pleasure, which some time or other
comes to all of us, a feeting which no fee, however large, counld ever
arouse, and you will know ihen that you are a member of a profession
in which there are other compensations than those of money.

The practice of medicine has heen. deseribed as one of the mute arts.
By these, I would understand that its practitioners in all times have
pursued their calling in a quiet and noiseless fashior, not secking nor
challenging the approval of the masses, rather seeking the good
cpinion of their fellows. Less brilliant, less tumultuous than some
other professions, it has, however, been of every day usefulness, For-
iunate the community that has among its eitizens one or more physi-
cians or surgeons, who by their energy and devotion to their practice
give to their fellow men all the advantages which our present know-
ledge of the healing art has in store for them. A good Doctor of
Medicine is one of the most precious assets of any community.

A work in which philanihropists may engage, it is one which the
state should undertake, and this to its own advantage, because nothing
iz of more importance to any country, than that its citizens have
healthy bodies and sound minds. Proper facilities for the training of
such men should be furnished, either in institutions of its creation,
or by granting from the public funds assistance to institutions in
existence.

Passing from matters of a general nature to the subjects of more
present interest, I would venture to say a few words on the tendency,
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when you have entered upon active practice, of becoming absorbed in
your routine work and neglecting the cultivation of the mind. None
of us is strong enough to bear with impunity the strain of professional
life without some kind of mental recreation; this is necessary in order
to save us from narrowness of only a medical view, and that partial
atrophy of the mental faculties that comes of disuse.

To some this divergence from the professional path may be that of
incursions into some department of general literature; others may
adopt some branch of the natural sciences as a relaxation and change
in mental activity.

You should strive to so enrich your mind, that you will not only
know how to do your work, but will also know how to enjoy your
leisure; moreover, to such of you as may reach the time, when your
working days are over, that you may be provided with an unceasing
source of wholesome interest. Therefore, one should not neglect
those outside studies which enlarge our sympathies and broaden our
view of life and help us to get the best there is out of it.

Seek the acquaintance and companionship for your spare hours of
the best men in the city or town in which you dwell. Contact with
men of high purpose and character can casily become a means of
education; it may serve to direct your taste, but that intimate develop-
ment which is so much to be desired must be wrought out by each
one for himself, and by no means so well as by reading the works and
the lives of great men who have gone before us.

Read the history of medicine and ponder over the lives of those
exalted types of humanity which in all ages have been found in ifs
ranks. Look to them for inspiration, let them be to you as great war-
riors, statesmen, artists are to those who follow their respective callings.
You will learn much from them and realize that knowledge, even
medical knowledge, is not of any age, or clime; the labours of some
of them will cause you to be lost in admiration and respect. A respect-
ful frame of mind to those who have gone before and to your seniors
is a pleasing quality in any young practitioner. One, who by over-
confidence in self thinks he knows all about any subject, may very
easily become a very dangerous man. .

So order your reading as to become useful as well as learned citizens.
In no way can you be of more service to your fellow beings than in
having a good knowledge of hygiene and the laws of sanitation.
Should your lot be cast in a small community or in a new growing
town, you can do much for the general good, in promoting regulations
having in view the prevention of disease; to you in a great measure
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Some of you will live long enough to see the great white plague under
control, and its ravages growing less and less. Join the movement
end do your share. '

Be loyal and true to the noble profession wluch you have entered,
and by unimpeachable character and conduet build up and strengthen
its prestige and reputation. Remember that the good you do is
shared in by all of us, do not forget that, should you depart from pro-
fessional rectitude, your brethren all suffer.

Remember that you have here to-day taken an cath. Study it well;
it will be a source of strength to you, and an arm to ward off danger.
In the battle of life, if anything I may happen to have said to-day
should help you to fight manfully, and to win your way to honcur and
success, I shall be glad. A few words from our old medical friend,
Oliver Wendell Holmes: “I have great confidence in young men, who -
believe in themselves. When a resolute young fellow steps up to the
great bully, the World, and takes him boldly by the beard, he is often
surprised to find it come off in his hand, and that it was only tied on
to scare away timid adventurers,” And so, with these few words of
encouragement I bid you all God-speed.
will be the task of forming public opinion and preparing it to accept
the various projects, which it may be necessary to carry out for the
public health.

Especially should you give your support to the great movement
which is going on to-day in all civilized countries against that great
foe of humanity, tuberculosis.. In the cities support the lesgues that
are there already formed. Wherever you may be, by word of mouth,
and by your pen, lose no occasion to impress on the mind of the masses
the nature of the danger they are in and that it can be warded off :

A CASE OF PARIN AUD’S, CO\TJUN CTIVITIS
R : o
J. W. STIRLING, . MB R
Lecturer on Ophthalmeology, chm Umversity,
AND '
Joun McCraAE, M.D.,
Lecturer in Pabhoméy, McGill University.

Parinaud’s conjunctivitis, or lymphoma of the conjunctiva as the
German authorities call it, is a disease of which hardly any mention is
made in the textbooks. It is characterised by the appearance of gran-
ulations and large follicular masses on the palpebral conjunctiva, which
rapidly increase in size, and also by the enlargement of the pre-auricular,
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infra-maxillary and cervical rerd Tke en]arcement occurs at the

onset of the discase, or not long after. Thwc glands may qnppurate or'
may resolve. There is also a coincident rise in temperature each evemn,,,
which in our case, on one occasion, reached 103, but for ihe most of
the time hovered about 100.3, the morning temperatuie bemrr one to
one and a half degrees lower.

As a rule, only one eye is affected. The course of the dlaeaee is not
rapid, and it tends gradually to complete resolution. e ‘

This disease has 1o be diagnosed from trachoma, and from tubcr—
culosis of the conjunctiva, From the former it is distinguished by the -
tendency to complete recovery, by the glandular enlargement and’
clerated temperature, and by the huge size of the granulalions; 'fromj
the latter, by its complete curability, the entire absence of any.ulcer-"
ation, as well as the lack of bacteriological proof. :

toldzicher states that the swellings in the check and neck are ot
purely glandular enlargements, hut new growths of lymphoid tissue.

Dr. McCrae’s accompanying pathological report is hence of much
interest, the pathology of the discase being so obscure, our only regret
being the lack of an intraocular moculatlon in an-animal.

The patient first came under my notice on the 11th of \"ovcmber
1903, at which {ime he had been suflering from an inflammation of
the right eye accompanied with slight ptosis for ten days. For this’
he had been employing a collyrium of boracic acid and cold compresses,
but the symptoms becoming more severe he consulted me. The con-
dition, which T found was as follows; marked swelling of both lids of
the right eye with ptosis, lachrymation and photophobia; on everting
the lids the palpebral conjunctiva appearcd much thickened and red;
dotted over it, cspecially on the inmer third, were many papillary
granulations, which on the rctro-tarsal fold were of large size; these,
closely resembled the granulations of acute trachoma; the ocular con-
junctiva was also injected and irritable, but not chemotic; no false mem-
brane was present, and vision was unaffected.

The diagnosis of acute trachoma was made provisionally, and a
culture was made from the conjunctival secretion, which secretion was
small in amount, and mucopurulent in character.

For treatment I prescribed a collyrium of boracic acid and borax,
an ointment of loretin, and the application of a2 per cent. aqueous
solution of nitrate of silver, once daily to the conjunctiva,

In forty-eight hours the granulations had greatly increased in size,
and had pretty nearly covered the entire inner surface of the eyelids,
the lids were much thickened and the ptosis very marked. Another
culturc was made from the conjunctivai secretion, and the same germ
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found asin the first culture. These cultures, showed bacilli of ir-
rogular form, which were very suggestive of the Klebs-Loeffler bacillus.
A mouse was inoculated from the culture and died in two days. A false
membrane was found which contained many bacilli, similar to those
above mentioned. A shield was applied over the sound eye and a 15 per
cent. solution of argyrol was swabbed on the conjunctiva four times
daily. Dr. Buller saw the patient at this time with me and agreed as
to the provisional diagnosis of acute. trachoma.

Some small ulcerated patches appeared on the phar) nx, but cultures,
which were taken from them, proved neg‘mx e, ag did aleo a cultmc
taken from the nose. :

The ocnl.n' conjunctiva hecame wrcqtly chemosed; and the pre amncuhr-
and cervical glands began to enlarge; this was ten days after I first saw
the patient. The temperature also began to rise cach evening to 99.2,
and finally reachod 101, there being a morning remission. The corhplex
of symploms now caused a revision of the diagnosis, and {rachoma was
definitely excluded, the symptoms Leing c}e'uly those of Parinaud’s
conjurnctivitis.

Considering  the symptoms, the bacteriological findings, and the
apparent i':iilure of local treatment to stay the course of the disease, I
decided to try the injection of Rioux’ anti-diphtheritic serum. Twenty-
five hundred units were administered, followed at twenty-four honr in-
tervals by a second and a third. The main result noted was that the
granulations heecame more succulent and soft, hut the glands continued
to enlarge, and deep fluctuation was made out. Dr. Armsirong heing
called in, advised excision which was accordingly done by him. In the
pre-auricular sub-maxillary, and cervical glands he found necrotic
tissue, with a very small amount of pus. Dr. McCrae’s report gives the
pathological condition. A most remarkable amelioration’ of the ocular
symptoms rapidly followed the operation. Within twelve days only
a few of the larger cockscomb-granulations on the retrotarsal fold per-
sisted, and these did not finally disappear until two months later.

Of much imlpor‘ance is the pathological report by Dr. McCrae, which
I append. It is noteworthy, that, although cultures werc taken from
the nose and throat, no trace was found of a germ resembling that ob- '
served in the eye.

The bacteriological reports npon this case are as follows: November
12th,—Conjunctiva of the right eye; cultures, pure, of a weak growth
of bacillus, slender, mostly 3 uby .75 p in size: Gram’s method, positive,
showing club-shaped and dotted forms, as well as straight and slightly
curved hacilli. This was thought to be Klebs-Loeffler bacillus.

November 13th,—Pure culture, similar to the above was again ob-
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tained. Its cultural characteristics: were tested with the following
result: gelatin, good growth, no liqucfaction: broth, turbidity, no pel-
licle; in litmus milk slight acid reaction was ohserved; in sugar bouil-
lons, no gas production occurred; growth on potato was very slight, the
streak being rather faint, greyish-white, moist. 'he granules could not be
stained, though tried repeatedly by Nissl’s method, this being the only
cbservable difference between the organisms and ture Klebs-Loeffler
bacilli; it was observed, also, that some of the individual bacilli were
very large, and eclub-shaped forms were very readily demonstrable,
even more so than the generally scen clubs of the diphtheria bacillus.

-Inoculations into the subcutaneous tissue of the back of a brown mouse
resulted in the death of the animal in 36 hours. The skin wound was
closed by caked serum, no membrane heing apparent to the eye. On
the subcutancous layer of muscle, however, a membrane was apparent,
and on section, this was scen to contain great numbers of the bacilli des-
cribed above, which lay upon the surface and in the membrane, but were
not found in the deeper tissues. The organism could not be obtained by
smear or culture from any other part or organ of the hody.

A guinea pig, inoculated in the skin of the back, was dull and did
not feed for 24 houra, but showed no ‘membrane at the site of inoculation;
the wound healed properly, and after 48 hours the animal was perfectly
well. .
November 17th,—Right eye; pure culture as before. Throat; cul- .
tures showed many streptococm, some sta.phylococm, no forms re:embhnv‘ ‘
the RKlebs-Loeffler bacilli. Nose; culture from the ‘right side of, the
nose showed staphylococcus aureus, ne ‘bacilli rescmblmu d]phthena

November 25th —-Con;unctna of the right’ eye ; smears ‘negative.
Culture gave pure growth of the same bacillus as-before. Left eye;
smears showed no organisms, culturcs gave staphylococcus in pure cul—
ture, no bacilli. R

Deécember 2nd —Con;unctlva of right e)e, pure culture . of same
organism as before, only growing fecbly and scantily