Vor. 29. SEPTEMBIER, 1895 No. 9.

TABLE OF CONTENTS. a7

Is Jesus in the House?...... Pyt RS S A o
How to Preserve Order,

i

Sunday-school Management . o
Opening and Closing Services .. w it

| International Bible Lessons 8 w306
; Responsive Review Service for the Third Quarter . M3

Primary Teachers' Department o M5

The Sunday~School Banner
Ih‘ designed to afford aid to Sunday-School Teachers and Heads of Families in the Religious

Training of the Young, and to excite throughout the country a deeper interest in
Sunday-School Work.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 52 PAGES, AT THE LOW RATE OF

SIXTT OENTS PER ANNUM, INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE, FREE OF POSTAGE,

SINGLE COPIES, - - 10 CENTS.

Address— WILLIAM BRIG‘G‘S,
WESLEY BUILDINGS, TORONTO.

e @ =

TORONTO:
WILLIAM BRIGGS, PUBLISHER.
w MonNTREAL ¢ A 1 Havirax: a b

C. W. COATES. g 8. F. HUESTIS,

VOVAVEVEVEVY




ADVERTISEMENTNS,

Walter Baker & Go. Limited,

P cpﬁ'i'-‘.":s:i'.i“é?iié'u

0COAS and CHOCOLATES

On this Continent, have received

HIGHEST AWARDS

from the great
\ Industrial and Food

\ EXPOSITIONS
LW N EUROPE AND AMERICA.

ln view of the
"“u“on many imitations
of the labels and wrappers on our
o0ods, consumers should make sure
t our phee of manufacture,
, Dorchester, Mass.
on each package.

SOLD BY GIOCERS EVERYWHERE.
WALTER BAKER & CO. LTD. DORCHESTER, MASS,

GIBBONS’ TOOTHACHE GUM

Prepared by J. A. GIBBONS & C0., Toronto
ln‘nd H;l.lo. N.Y.,and sold by Druggists. Price,
oen!

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

SOOTHING SYRUP

lu been wsed for children while testhing, It soothes
alll nnnn tlc gums, slluy'l. nud‘pin.‘u;n; w
n"h e stomach and bowels, an:
n-ed diarrhoa. Twenty-five Sold
b; throughout the world.

The Leading
PRINTING INK
Manufacturers are

Fredt . Levey Company

59 BEEKMAN STREET
... NEW YORK

SPECIALTY:
Fine BOOK, CUT and

HALF-TONE BLACKS.

I
Thou Art the Man

THE SBOCIAL PURITY ADDRESSES
OF THE LATE

REV. GEORGE DOVGLAS, DD, LL.b,

With Introductions by Miss WILLARD, PRINCIFAL 114 weox
and Rev. Hean Jousstos, DD,

Price, 25 cents,

Elizabeth Glen, M.B,

A STORY OF A
LADY PHYSICIAN.

By ANNIE S. SWAN,

(MRs. BurNeErT-Swiri.)

Cloth, illustrated, - - - - - $1.00,

WILLIAM BRICCS, Wesley Buildings, TORONT)

INSTANTANEOUS RELIEF
FOR DISTRESS AFTER EATING
HEARTBURN

FLATULENCY
SOUR STOMACH
IS FOUND IN

It cures all forms of INDIGESTION. A test proves it
the best. Write for FREE SAMPLE, K.D.C. Co., L,
New Glasgow, N.S., and 127 State Street, Boston, Mass

REGULATES
THE

Bowels, Bile and Blood
CURES

Constipation, Biliousness, all
Blood Humors, Dyspepsia,
Liver Complaint, Scrofula and
all Broken Down Conditions
of the System.

In ordering goods, or in making tnquiry concerning anythi g advertised in this Magagine, you will ohlige the
publisher, axwell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUN™* Y SCHOOL Baxxen,

It we
Vay man



\an

L 1A waow,

$1.00.

"ORONTO

EATING

proves it
Co., L.,
ton, Mass

 Blood

1sness, all
Dy spepsia,
rofula and
‘onditions

e —
shlige the
ER.

VoL XXIX\]

Is Jesus in the House ?

* [t was noised that he was in the house -and straight-

vay many were gathered together.” —Mark i, L5

Who cared to mark the furnishing
Of that Capernaum dwelling-place,
Where once, in days of lon, ago,
The Saviour came in lowfy grace ?
What matter if the walls were rough?
The inner-court both rude and bare ?
Behold ! within, a guest divine !
"Twas noised abroad that Christ was there,

From lip to lip the tidings spread,
His presence could not be concealed,
Aud, lo! the gathered multitude
Their need of help and cure revealed :
For “straightway " all about the door
They pressed in thronging crowds, to hear
The *“word of life” which Jesus preached,
The tender gospel of good cheer,

Is Jesus in the house to-day,
In all His sweet, attractive grace !
"Twill speedily be noised abroad,
And burdened souls will fill the place.
Is Jesus in His * house of prayer”?
Does Jesus in thy house abide ?
Then * He will draw all mep to Him,”
With pleas that will not (- denied,

Sweet music swells upon the air,
Ah ! say, is Jesus in the song?
Do Seripture-leeson, hymn an. prayer
Present Him to the gathered throng *
Then all will closer, closer ress,
And friends will haste their sick to bring,
Nor hear to miss the sacred place
Which knows the presence of the King !

~Julia H, Johnston,

SEPTEMBER, 1895,

How to Preserve Order.
KegpiNe order in the class is the /ast thing -
to occupy the attention of the teacher, If you
are called to teach, teach, and the order of your
class will take care of itself. If the class is
disorderly, take a large dose of self-examination

n many cases the class is disorderly because
the teacher has failed to observe one or mare
of the following rules: 1. Be prayerful. 2, Be
prompt. 3. Be persevering. 4. De patient.

One of the mottoes on the walls of a certain
Sunday-school room is: * Feed me with food
convenient for me.” It may be a perversion of
the text, but there is a great truth in these
words when upplied by a class to the teacher.
The secret of preserving order is in this text.
Children are not machines, which can be wound
up and regulated as watches ; they are not
mere animals, to be reined in like horses. But
they are real, living, thoughtful facts. Do you
realize that the most troublesome boy in your
class may become a great power for good ?

Pupils must be fed. They are always ready
to be fed with food convenient for them. Go
to the poultry yard ard call the chickens,
How quickly they flock around you, expecting
food ! Suppose you should call them for several
days in ion, and disappoint them 3 they
would soon become disgusted, and wholly in-
different to your calling. Our pupils are no
more willing to be disappointed than are the
fowls. If we come before our classes and call
for their attention, let us be sure that we have
something to give them. :

Do not forget the ones for whom you are
preparing the lesson. *Forme” is to be the
thought in the mind of the teacher as the name
of each member of the class is lovingly dwelt
upon. The more you know about the lesson,
and the more interesting your method of teach.
ing it, the less will be your difficulty in holding
the attention of your class; for an attentive
and interested class is an corderly one.—Robert
F. Y. Pierce in 8. 8. Mogazine,
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Sunday-school Management.

I. Tue Orricers AND TEACHERS,

Sucokss or failure depends upon the school’s
‘leadership. Tue best business man (or woman)
\in the church should be put at the head, and
the utmost care taken in selecting the other
.officers and the teachers. The officers and
teachers ought to be persons: (1) Of unques-
tioned piety; (2) of special fitnees, as far as
available, for the work in hand ; (3) of willing-
ness to spend and be spent in making the school
a success, Better an entire school munaged
and taught by one such person than a full
corps of luzy or careless or perfunctory workers.
The selection of Sunday school officers and
teachers is not a matter of Church compliment
or ** policy,” but of the most sacred and far-
reaching responsibility. 1f the church has not
the best, let it use the very best it has, and set
itself steadfastly to raising the standard of its
Sum(n.y school work.

II. THE ATTENDANCE.

A well-managed school emphasizes the punc-
tual and regular attendance of its officers, teach-
ers, and scholars,

i. Every officer, especially the superintend-

ent, should be at his post fully fitteen minutes
before the opening moment to set in order the
work of the day, to get ready and in place all
books, papers, ‘‘ helps,” etc.: to provide for
absent teachers, to greet and seat incoming
scholars, to look after the condition and com.
fort of the rooms—in short to have every detail
in readiness to begin at the moment set for be.

inning. The day’s victory over all opposing
influences will be won or lost in these fifteen
minutes of advance preparation.

2. ‘Ihe punctual and regular attendance of
teachers is indispensable to success. The roll
call of teachers should be intained in every
school. The teachers should be trained to come
in advance of the scholars, or to give timely
notice to the superintendent of intended
absence. Before the school begins every teacher
should be in place with his class; should see
that =1l books, Bibles, and needed supplies are
in hand ; should take up the day's offering from
the scholars ; should note attendance in the class
book ; should see to the proper seating of the
class ; and should engage them at once in work
or conversation leading up to the lesson.

3. The punctual and regular attendance of
scholars may be secured in three ways: 1. By
setting them a good example of invariable punc-
tuality as officer and teacher. 2. By keeping
a class record of tardiness and absence, and
having a standard of honourable recognition
before the school for those who attend punctu
.“iv) and regularly—such as ‘ rolls of honour,”
public mention or bulletin from the superin.
tendent’s desk, etc. 3. By looking wup every
absent scholar before the next Sunday, either by
personal visit or letter or inquiry, so that no
member of the school shall be absent two suc.
cessive Sabbaths without a personal visit from
a teacher or officer of the school. There are
many schools in the land in which this method
is persistently and invariably used. The su.
periatendent, for his own good, should make
note every Sabbath of the absentees and follow
them up, as far as it can be done.

III. Tue Home Stupy.

A well-managed school will ufeciully foster
and develop the home study of its scholars,
knowing that thirty minutes a week of class
study will profit little unless supplemented by
study in the home. To this end :

1. The superintendent should review every
lesson at its close by questivning the scholars
upon the chief points of study. The (uestions
should be addressed to individual scholars, and
not answered in couee: by class or school.

2, The teacher should assign a week iv ad-
vance to every scholar something to learn or to
do in connection with next Sunday’s lesson,
some simple and easy requirement. He should
then take time to see if the work has been done.

3. The teacher should also keep record of the
good and bad lessons of each scholar during the
ﬂnnrt.u; and the school, by some fixed stan-

ard and system, should publicly honour all
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who study at home and come with lessons pre-
ared.

P 4 The superintendent (together with the

pastor) should urge upon the parents the need

und value of the scholar’s home study and the
use of the Sunday school lesson in family wor-

ship, ete.

J. The quarterly review should be given in-
variable place and importance as a true and
proper test of whether the scholars are really
learning and retaining a knowledge of God’s
word. The entire school should be used as one
class, and the ground of the quarter’s lessons
covered once a quarter by judicious questioning.

IV. Tue ORDER OF THE SCHOOL,

The good order of a Sunday school is the
chief mark of good management. The stan-
dard of Sunday school order ought to be even
better than that of the best secular schools.

. The superintendent should train the
scholars to come quietly to their own places on
arrival, and to remain throughout the entire
session,

2. To begin and continue through the open-
ing exercises with the utmost reverence. There
should not be permitted a movement or sound
that would distract the attention during these
openin[g exercises of the school’s worship.

3. He should train them, further, to take
part in all general exercises, such as singing,
prayer, reading the lesson, reviews, etc. o
secure this general responsiveness by scholars
is the joint work of superintendent and teach-
ers ; but however hard to do, it is the sure test
of yood management.

4. He should especially see that the teachers
during the class study are freed from all dis-
turbance and interruption by officers, visitors,
or even by himself.

5. He should dismiss the school quietly and
reverently, mindful that all permitted disorder
in the school will inevitably grow into greater
in the church. —Sunday-school Magazine,

Tue interest in the Nestorian tablet is peren-
nial. Dr. Wells Williams said in his day :
“This truly oriental writing is the most
ancient Christian inscription yet found in Asia
and shows piainly that Christianity had made
great progress among the Chinese.” This

t speaks of Christianity as ‘‘the illus
trious religion.” But there ought to be immed-
iate steps taken to secure photographic copies
of it, and also ‘‘ sque:zes,” as it is reported to
be tampered with by malicious hands, The
Chinese Government some years ago ordered its
protection from the weather, but not a trace of
that covering is said to remain, Rev. Moir
Duncan appeals through a Shanghai paper that
steps be taken to *‘ reproduce and interpret the
graven testimony the stone has speechlessly
uttered during centuries,”

Opening and Closing Services.
THIRD QUARTER.

OPENING SERVIOE.
I. Silenze,
II. ResponsiveSentences. [Psalm 107. 1.8.]

Supt. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he
is good ; for his mercy endureth forever.

School. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the
enemy ;

Supt. And gathered them out of the lands,
from the east, and from the west, and from the
north, and from the south.

School. They wandered in the wilderness in
a solitary way ; they found no city to dwell in.

Supt. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted
in them.

School. Then they cried unto the Lord in
their trouble, and he delivered them out of
their distresses.

Supt. And he led them forth by the right
way, that the{ might go to a city of habitation.

School. O that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men!

III. Singing.
IV. The Ten Commandments, or the Apostles’
Creed.

V. Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in
concert.

VI. Scripture Lesson,

VII. Singing.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson,
IL. Singing Lesson Hymn,

IIL. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-
line and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson
by Pastor or Superintendent.

v, Snpglemenul Leason. [Special lessons in
the Church Catechism may here be introduced.)

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
service and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVIOR.

1. Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences.
Supt, O taste and see that the Lord is good ;
h_Sc:lhml. Blessed is the man that trusteth in .
im.
Supt, O fear the Lord, ye his saints,
School. For there is no want to them that
fear him,

IIL Dismission,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

B, C. 1451.]

LESSON IX. THE FALL OF JERICHO.

[Sept. 1.

GOLDEN TEXT. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were
compassed about seven days. Ileb, 11, 30.

Authorized Version.
Josh, 6. 820, [ Commit to memory verses 15, 16.]
[Study connection in 5. 10 to 6. 27].

8 And it came to r:usn, when Josh'u-a had
spoken unto the people, that the seven priests
bearing the seven lrmul\«(s of rams’ horns passed
on before the Lorn, and blew with the trumpets :
and the ark of the covenant of the Lorn followed
them.

9 And the armed men went before the priests
that blew with the trumpets, and the rearward
came after the ark, the priests going on, and blow-
ing with the trumpets,

10 And Josh'u-n had commanded the people,
saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise
with your voice, ncither xhall any word proceed
out of your mouth, until the day I'bid you shout
then shall ye shout.

11 So the ark of the Lorp compassed the eity,
going about i once: and they came into the
camp, and lodged in the camp.

12 And Josh'u-n rose early in the morning, and
the priests took up the ark of the Lor.

13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of
rams' horns before the ark of the Lonn went on
continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the
armed men went before them; but the rearward
came after the ark of the Lonp, the priests going
on, and blowing with the trumpets.

14 And the second day they compassed the city
once, and returned into the ‘eamp. So they did
six days.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that
they rose early about the dawning of the day, and
compassed the city after the same manner seven
times: only on thiat day they compassed the city
seven times,

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time,
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Josh'u-a
said unto the people, Shout; for the Lorp hath
given you the city.

7 And the city shall be accursed, ezen it, and
all that are therein, to the Lorn: only Ra'hab the
harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in
+a» house, because she hid the messengers that we
sent.,

187And ve, in any wise keep yourselves from the
accursed tning, lest ye make yourselves aceursed,
when ye take of the accursed t ling, and make the
camp of Is'ra-el a curse, and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of
brass and iron, are consecrated unto the Lono:
they shall come into the treasury of the Loro.

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew

Revised Version.

8 And it was so, that when Josh'u-a had spoken
unto the people, the seven priests bearing the
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lorn
passed on, and blew with the trumpets : aud
the ark of the covenant of the Loro followed
them. And the armed men went before the
priests that blew the trumpets, and the rear-
ward went after the ark, the priests blowing
10 with the trumpets as they went. And Josh u-a
commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not
ghout, nor let your voice be heard, ncither
shull any word proceed out of your mouth, un-
til the day I bid you shout; then shall ye
11 shout. 8o he caused the ark of the Loun to
compass the city, going about it once: and
they came into the camp, and lodged in the
eamp,

©

12 And Josh'u-a rose early in the morning, and
13 the priests took up the ark of the Loro. Aud
the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of
rams' horns before the ark of the Lorn went
on continually, and blew with the trumpets:
and the armed men went before them ; and the
rearward came after the ark of the Lonv, the
priests blowing with the trumpets as they went,
14 And the second day they compassed the city
once, and returned into the enmp : %o they did
15 six days. And it came to puss on the seventh
day, that they rose early at the dawning of the
day, and compassed the city ufter the sume
manner seven times: only on that day they
16 compassed the city seven times.  And it cume
to pass at the seventh time, when the priests
blew with the trumpets, Josh'v-a said unto the
people, Shout: for the Lorp hath given you
17 the city. And the city shall be devoted, even
it and all that is therein, to the Lorv: only
Ra'hab the harlot shall live, she and all that
are with her in the house, because she hid the
18 messengers that we sent.  And ye, in any wise
keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest
when ye have devoted it, ve take of the de-
voted thing: so should ye make the eamp of
19 Is’ra-el aceursed, and trouble it. But all the
silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron,
are holy unto the Lorn: they shall come into
20 the treasury of the Lomn. So the people
shouted, and the priests blew with the trum-
pets: and it came to pass, when the peof le
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with the trumpets : and it eame to pass, when the
people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the
people shouted with a great shout, that the wall
iell down flat, so that the people went up into the
city, every man straight before him, and they
ok the city.

TIME.—April, B. C. 1451, PLACES.—Gil-
gul, Jericho. INTRODUCTORY .—This mir-

acle followed directly the miraculous crossing of

the river. Two spizs had been sent across the
Jordan, They went to Jericho and lodged with
Ruhab, whose house was built on the city wall,
They were tracked by the soldiers of Jericho, but
Ruhiub successfully hid them under stalks of flax
on her roof and got them safely out of the town.
Explicit directions were given to Joshua by God,
and these orders he passed over to the people.
Read especially verses 2-7 of this chapter,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,.—The victory
of tuith,
HOME READINGS,

M. 'The fall of Jericho, Josh, 6. 1-11,

7w, The fall of Jericho,  Josh. 6, 12

11, Judgment on Jericho, Josh, 6. 21-27,

Zh. Joshua encouraged,  Josh, 5, 10-15,

£, Judgment on sinful nations, Deut. 7, 1-6-

N. TLe battle is the Lord’s. 2 Chron, 20, 14-25,

8. Power of living faith,  lleb, 11, 24-31,

=

LESSON MYMNS,
No. 190, New Canadian Hymnal,

Soldiers of Christ, arise.
And put your armour on,

No. 192, New Canadian Hymnal,

Sound the battle-cry !
8ee! the foe is nigh.

No. 106, New Canadian Hymnal.

Brightly gleams our banner.
Pointing to the sky.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Conquering Host, v, 8-15,

Wlho was the real leader of the host?  (Sce Josh,
5. 13-15.)

What directions did he give to Joshua? (Verses
2-5.)

Wiiat command did Joshua give? (Verses 6,7.)

What was the order of marching?

What had Joshua forbidden the people to do ?

What only was done on the first day ?

What was the order on the second day ?

For how many days was this repeated

heard the sound of the trumpet, that the people
shouted with a great shout, and the wail fell
down flat, so that the people went up into the
city, every man straight before him, and they
took the city.

When did the mareh begin on the seventh day o

How many times did they go about the city ?
2. The Doomed City, v. 16-20,

What order was given at the seventh cireuit?

What doom was pronounced on the city ?

What mercy was proclaimed ?

From what were the people to refrain?

Wihere were the silver and gold to go, and why {

Who disobeyed this command, and with what
result?  (See Josh. 7.)

What result followed the shout of the people ?

What movement then followed ¢

What was the reason for this victory ! (GoLpeN
Text)

What fate cume on the people of the eity?
(Verse 21.)

Who only were saved, and how?
22, 23.)

What doom came to the city § (Verse 24.)

What curse was pronounced ! (Verse 26.) .

Upon whom did this curse full? (Sec 1 Kings
16, 34.)

(Verses

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson teach—

1. That God tries his people’s faith

2. That we must work while we trust ?

8. That those who trust in God can afford te
persevere in spite of all adverse appearances ?

4. Thut fuith is sure of its reward if it does not
fulter ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. T'he Conquering Host, v. 8-15,
Wio was tia real leader of the host? (Sce
Josh. 5, 13-15.)
What directions did he give to Joshual
(Verses 2-5.)
What command did Joshua give? (Verses 6, 7.
What was the order of marching ?
What had Joshua forbidden the people to do?
What only was done on the first day ?
What was the order on the second day ?
For how many days was this repeated ?
When did the march begin on the seventh day ¢
Iow many times did they go about the city ?
2. The Doomed City, v. 16-20.
Wlhat order was given at the seventh cireuit?
What doom was pronounced on the eity ?
What mercy was proelaimed ?
From what were the people to refrain
Where were the silver and gold to go, and wiy ¢
Who disobeyed this command, and with whay
result? (Sce Josh. 7.)
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What result followed the shout of the people ! What had the Lord promised ! then
What movement then followed ? What will the Lord do for us if we trust him? follo
What was the reason for this victory 1 (Gorpkxy | Conquer our enemies, We
Texr.) What did the people of Jericho do? old,
What fate came on the people of the city? What did the Lord tell Joshua?  (See J. sl 4 the ¢
(Verse 21.) 1-7.) 1
Who only were saved, and how? (Verses Whose way did the people follow to take the lence
22, 23,) city ! The Lord’s way. it an
What doom came to the eity 2 (Verse 24.) What did they do the first day ? ite's
W hat eurse was pronounced ! (Verse 26.) The second day 1 lute
Upon whom did this curse fall?  (See 1 Kings How many days did they do this? of th
16. 34.) What did they do the seventh day ¢ Cuni
}4 . T‘;'.ohin.“ of the Lesson, When did Joshua tell them to shout? bid
il Where in this lesson may we find— What for? onlé
% 1. A test "ff ﬁu(.h ! What happened when they shouted ! The)
iy 2. A proof of faith ! Whag did they do then? ness
1) 3. The reward of faith ? ° nati
ht
4 QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER Remember— .
§1 SCHOLARS, That when they began to shout the walls were "
% Where were the ehildren of Israel now ? still standing straight and strong. :I,.:.\‘
! Who were their encmics ! That God wants us to believe before we see. |v: ol
) the |
EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES. the
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, PILD, whic
General Statement. "I""l‘"
After the crossing of tho Jordan the headquarters of Tsracl’s armies was established at a place afterward :lil“:
known as Gilgal. This place was doubtless strongly intrenched and fortified, for here during the war of six
conquest dwelt the women and children, while from it and to it, between battles, marched the able-bodied Too
warriors. Here the covenant of cireumcision was renewed and the reproach of bondage forever tuken away all tl
Here the passover lamb was slain and the memorial feast celebrated, possibly for the first time in thirty rlom
nine years, Iere, too, Joshua hud a vision which greatly encouraged him, A man suddenly stood he wato
fore him with a nuked sword in his hand,  Joshna must have wondered how such a figure could have tienc
passed the guardsmen unchallenged. Striding up to the stranger, he demanded, “Are you for us or fur unol
Jericho?” The neweomer announced himself to be the “ eaptain of the host of the Lord.”  Joshuu, on |
who was himself such a captain, bowed to this being s to an outranking officer and nsked for orders ob -3
Full dircction was given to him concerning the capture of Jericho, whose walls frowned defiance at now
Isracl’s armies. In obedience to these orders, a few days later the host of Isracl marched in solemn pro dises
cession around Jericho's walls, led by the priests with the ark, and all keeping step to the musie of the
sacred cornets. At night they returned to the eamp. For six days this strange march was repeated 18
On the seventh the camp was astir at daybreak, for the host wus to march around Jericho not once, hut s
soven times. They marched 3 and when the last circuit had been made, there was dead silence ; then a Astl
loud, ringing command; then a tremendous shout from the soldiery. Before the circling hills could they
echo back that shout, the battiemented walls had recled and fallen.  Deafening noise, blinding dust, a gy
steady mareh of Isracl's warriors overtho ruined defenses, *“ every nun straight before him,” and all the o
treasures of the richgst city of Pulestine were in tho grasp of the conquerors. The silver and gold and bath
brass and iron were quickly gathered for the treasury of the house of the Lord, and all else that was in 10
the city—alive and inanimate—was utterly destroyed. The only exception was that of the family of L conl
hab, who had been kind to the spics of Isracl. Tho houses were burned, and a smoking heap was soon ”,“‘ g
the only memorial of the place where Jericho had stood.  Reasons for this wholesale destruetion are Upt
given in our notes, what
——— their
/ The
Verses 8, 9. And it came to pass. These | Before the Lord. Thatis, bofore the ark, hefor
verses relate the fulfillment of God's plan. | which represented God's presence. The ark of Kome
Spoken unto the people. Given his orders. the covenant. The sacred chest which con- Lor
Seven priests. The whole ceremony was em- tained the tables on which God’s covenunt with his even
blematic, and fuller of spiritual truth than a year people had been written, The rearward came. walls
of sermons ; therefore seven, a number which to | Better, *the rearguard went.” First in this float

the popular mind typified perfection, was chosen. = strange procession was a troop of chosen warriors; won
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nun seven priests with cornets; then the ark,
followed by the rearguard, also of chosen warriors,
We are not to imagine every Israelite—young and
old, male and female-—us thus marching around
the city ; only *“ the army.”

10. Ye shall not shouts The absolute si-
lence of this march overawed all who took part in
it and all who watched it.  Every reverent Isracl-
ite’s mind was full of trust and prayer, while ubso-
lute terror must have trodden fast on the heels
of the seorn and laughter with which the besieged
Cunaanites first observed it, Until the day I
bid you. Notice the complete subordination,
r, and diseipline of the Isrnelites under Joshua,
They had profited by their truining in the wilder-
ness, and in the art of war were in advance of the
nations they fought,

11-14. The ark of the Lord compassed
the eity.
the divine orders, Doubtless the procession
moved at a sufficient distance from the walls to
he out of the reach of the enemy’s arrows und out of
the hearing of their scoffs,
the camp,. At theclose of the first day’s eireuit,
which is thus mentioned as a specimen day of a
unique week,  Joshua rose early. The energy
und promptness of Joshua are everywhere notice-
able, and formed an important fuctor in his suecess,
NSix dayse One circuit for cach day of the six,
Too much can hardly be made of the influence of
all this strange procedure upon the Israclite war-
riors and upon their friends who at a distance
watched them. It they had not with faith and pa-
tience taken up this wearisome and apparently
uscless march gix days in suecession, and had not
on the seventh day marched seven times, the walls
of Jericho would not have fallen. So the Lord
now frequently passes his people through tedious
diserpline o as to develop noble efticiency.

15.On the seventh day. This was a Sabbath,
according to the Jewish tradition. Rose early.
As they had seven times as much marching to do,
they rose with the dawn and promptly began their
murch. This must have been nearly continuous
from daybreak to sunset, when the Hebrew Sab-
bath closed.

16. The seventh time. Since the ITebrews
conld march seven times around Jericho in one day,
the city could not have been very large. Shout.
Up to this moment the soldiers may not have known
what part they were to perform. But they obeyed
their commander as they had obeyed him bhefore,
They shouted not us they saw the walls fall, but
hefore the walls fell, and with living faith that in
some way God would give them the city. The
Lord hath given you the city. The whole
event was recognized a8 “ God's doing.” The
wulls fell, save at one spot where a searlet cord
flosted in the wind, showing the house of the
woman who had protected the spies, and Jericho

Waus carried around it, according to |

They came into |
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was destroyed : not conquered nor looted, but al
solutely annibilated, as an offering by fire. Ity
site was afterward oceupied (Judg. 3. 13), and five
centuries later its walls were rebuilt (1 Kings
16. 34). It became the home of the prophet Elisha,
und wus visited by Christ in the Goxpel period,
though, indeed, the two Jerichos were not on ex-
actly the same site,

17. The city shall be accursed. Rather,
““shall be devoted,” or ** consecrated.” We miss
the whole meaning of the event if we ore its sym-
bolism. A host of cowurdly sluves | n forty yeum
been turned into a brave and splen (dly disciplined
army ; butthis wasthe least im? itphase of their
training. They had been t n the sume time
from Egypt’s idols to Jehoy I'hey belonged no
longer to themselves, but to the God of Abraham,
Isaae, and Jucob. The battles they fought were
Jehovah's battles; the land they were to conquer
was the * Lord’s land.”” The well-organized nation
into which these tribes were to develop was to exist
for no other purpose than as custodian and exemplar
of divine luw, Constant reminders of these truths
were embodied in their law, which required the
conseeration of all the firstborn and the first fruits
to God. And on this oczasion, when they were
about to capture their first city in Canaun vroper,
they must acknowledge Jehoval'’s sovero coiv,
ucknowledge that the land had been given themn
by Lim, and not conquered by their own prowess,
Thixs could be most intelligibly done in that age by
giving the whole city as a sacrifice to Jehovah, its
silver and gold to be put into the treasury of the sane-
tuary, its buildings to be burned, and its inhabit-
ants and allliving things to be put to death, It was
this view of the slaughter, doubtless, which Joshun
and the Israclites had, and it was quite sufficient
for them. But ninetcen hundred years have already
passed since the Messiah came, the incidents of
whose coming were symbolized by the strange pro-
cedure of these Hebrew conquerors, These nine-
teen centuries have bequeathed us tender hearts
and made unspeakably revolting such slaughter as
we study to-day. But they have also secured to

us pure ideals; and from our exalted point of view

we ean see reasons for the severity of’ God's judg-
ment against the Canaaniter, of which those who
exccuted it could never have thought. *The Is-
raclites,” as Arnold has said, **fought not for
themselves only, but for us.” The licentionsness
of the Canaanites—their unnatural wickedness—
had in many eases corrupted their very houses, so
that for the burning of certain cities there were
good hygienic reasons, to say nothing of the in-
famous carvings and paintings which would have
taught immorality to all who dwelt within their
walls, There are not lacking evidences that these
races were degraded heyond redemption—phys-
ieally and mentally, as well as morally, degraded—
and their extermination was a merey to the world.
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Rahab the harlot. A womun whose kind-
heartedness had saved the lives of the spics sent
out by Joshua, Iler story is so interwoven with
the full of Jericho that it should be kept clearly
in the mind of every teacher and scholar, It is
found in Josl:, 2,

18, Keep yoursclves from the accursed
thing. That is, from the * conscerated” thing,
the “devoted™ thing, the thing already given
over to Jehovah,  The sin which Achun afterward
fell into was sacrilege; it was the taking that
which had already been given to God. Lest ye
make yourselves accursed. 1l who steals a
sucrifice must be sacrificed to the wrath of God.

Make the camp of Israel a curse. Tle
| whole eamp would bear the responsibility till the
individual was discovered.

20. The wallfelldown flat. Itisidle o
tempt to tell why orhow. Possibly un carthquuke
was 80 timed as to correspond with the shout of
the people. It would not detract at all from the
spiritual lessons of the story if nutural means Jiul
been used unknown to ti:e inhabitunts o cho,
but the plain story as we have it here implies tiu
the walls fell by miraculous power. Every man
straight before him. And as the army of the
Isruclites surrounded the city, there was no micuw
for its inhabitants to escape.

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSORl W,

Juricho, the chicf city of that scetion, the first
lace taken by the invading IHcbrews, fumous for
its wealth and power, was situated in a beautiful
grove of palm trees (Deut, 34, 3) about six miles
west of the Jordan and about eighteen from Jeru-
salem,  Commentators have ealled attention to the
strutegy shown by Joshua in leading his hosts by
the way of Jericho, and thus attacking the land in
its vorv center, rather than marching dircetly north
»* Boersheba and Ilcbron, Jericho, being on a
curavan route from southern Arabia to western
Palestine and the scacoast, held the key to the
most important strongholds of Canaan, The word
Jericho, from the verh *to smell,” means * fra-
grance,” and not *“City of Pulms,” much less,
us Geikie, following Ilitzig, maintains, *“ City of
the Mooa,” beeause the pluce was famous for the
worship of Ashtoreth,

Verse 8, And it was so. The exact time is
not given, Lut probably two or three weeks after
the events of the last lesson, Four duys after
erossing the Jordan the passover was eclebrated,
Immediately before the passoyer the rite of cirenm-
cision, which had been neglected in the wildernes
was performed on all those born during the wan-
dering (Josh, b, 5), The feast continued seven
days ; the healing of those circumeised might have
required a little Jonger. Joshua had spoken
unto the people. Ilis words are recorded in
the preceding verses, Seven priests. Scven is
u sacred number ; hence seven priests, seven trum-
pets, seven days, seven times on the seventh day
(verse 4). Then we have seven days for the pass-
over snd other sacred feasts, Scven Jambs were
offered daily ; then the seventh month and the
seventh year, Beven was a sacred number nog
only aimong the Hebrews and Semitie peoples, but
also smong the East Indians, Persians, Grecks,
Romans, ancieny Germans, and other nations,
The fact that seven is one of the two numerals
(the other is six) which the Bemitie tongues have
in with Indo-E: languages is quite

W. DAVIES, D.D,

significant. The moon, with its four quarters,
probably suggested the sacred character of this
number.  Trumpets of rams’ horns. The
word rendered “rams’ horns” usually denotes
noise, ularm, or blast. It is the sume word us ju-
bilee. In ancient times these trumpets might have
been made from the horns of animals,

9. And the armed men went before the
priests.  This was a matter of precaution, so
that the ark, in charge of the unarmed priests,
might march the more safely. We are uot to
think that the entire people went around the city,
but rather a small detachment of the warriors,
The rearward. *“The rcarward,” or rour-
guard, is a participial form. Literally, the onc or
part bringing up the rear. During the exodus
Dan occupied the rear (Num. 10. 25).

10. Ye shall not shouts Theoriental, hiing
nuturally noisy, especially in the performance of «
religious or military duty, would find it difficult 1o
maintain silence. This solemn, noiscless procese
sion would at first appear ridiculous to the inhabit-
ants of fortified Jericho, but the repetition of the
march at regular intervals of twenty-four hours and
the recollection of the miraculous crossing of the
Jordan and the late conquests in Bashan and Gil-
ead would fill the besieged eitizens with disnuy,

11. So he caused the ark ... going
about it once. Ilow ncar the walls the Ile-
brews marched is not said, but evidently fur
enough to be without the reach of missiles which
might have been hurled out of Jericho. And
lodged in the camp. The camp was at Gilgal
(5, 10) which is identified by some with Tel-Gelgl,
on the north side of Wady Kelt.  Josephus states
that Gilgal was ten stadia (about one mile and a
quarter) from Jericho and five times as far from
the Jordan.

12. And Joshua rose early, Ile was thor-
oughly in carnest and obeyed the Lord promptly,
without hesitation, Ilerein is the seeret of all re-
formers’ success,
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14. So they did six days. They fulfilled
God's command to the letter,

15. On the seventh day. Tlere is no reason
for thinking that this wus a Subbath day, but every
reason for believing that it was not. Only on
that day they compassed the city seven
times, The distance around the city can only be
u watter of conjecture, The fuct, however, * that
they encompassed it seven times on the seventh

ay " would indicate that the city proper was not

v lurge, and that those marching uround were
comparatively few in number,

16, Joshua said unto the people, Shout,
They obeyed, and the result was miraculous, Obe-
dience to God and faith in his commands can
never be in vain,

17. And the city shall be devoted. The
Hebrew word  cherem, trauslated * devoted » in
this verse, is from a verb meaning either to set
apart from ordinary use or to consecrate to God
without the possibility of redemption. Iere it
means to utterly destroy, to exterminate (sec Lev.
27, 28, ., and comp, Deut. 13, 15, f.). The Greck
word anathema is equivalent to the Hebrew cle-
rem. Even it and all that is therein. With
the exception of one family, every living thing was

to be put to death, This seemed terrible, but were |

not the Canaanites utterly corrupt and corrupting
in their influence? Had they not enjoyed cvery

opportunity for repentance? Ilad God been able |

to save them in any way, he would have done so,
“The Israclites’ sword,” says Dr. Arnold, *in its
bloodiest exceutions, wrought a work of' merey for

all the countrics of the eurth to the very end of the |

world.”  For had the Canaanites been allowed to
live on in their sins, they would have infeeted all
around them. Why do we in civilized America
confine criminals in the penitentiary, or even exc-
cite them? Only Rahab the harlot shall
live. Itis in vain to try making the word harlot
mean innkeeper. She was a courtesan, but not
lost to all goodness and kindness of heart, Ca-
naanitish morality would look with great allowance
upon both lewdness and lying. A fullen woman
of Jericho of the fifteenth or sixteenth century
B. C. must not be judged in the Gospel light of the
nineteenth century of the Christian era.  She had
shown kindness to the spies; Joshua desired that
the pledges made by them to her should be kept.
She must have been a woman of faith, and, though
once a sinner, her repentance must have preceded
her adoption into the fumily of God.

19. All the silver, and gold, and vese
sels of brass and iron. This verse clearly
shows that the people of Jericho were well ad-
vanced in civilization, just as Egynt, Babylonia,
and other countries were at that time,

20. The wall fell down flat. Not by the
mere effect produced by the shouting, but by the
omnipotent and invisible hand of God. The waters
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of the Jordan had been stopped in their course j so
now the strong and towering wulls of Jericho full
in obedience to God’s command and the fuith of
the people. Some commentators try to explain that
the crossing of the Jordan took place just at the
time of u great lundslide which dammed the river;
and that the falling of the walls at Jericho was
caused either by an carthquake or even by the pe-
culiar vibrations oceaxioned by the noise of trum-
pets and shouting.  But would it be any less mi-
raculous to have the Israclites on the right spot just
at the very moment when such natural events
would take place? This wonderful manifestation
of divine power, under Joshua, the new leader, at
the very outset, must have terrified the Canaanites
and proportionately encouraged the Iebrews,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
A Lesson in Faith,
A TestiryiNe Farrn,
Rlew with the trumpets. v. 8, 9.
Confess me before men. Matt, 10, 32,
Ye are my witnesses, Isa. 43, 10,
II. Ax OBEpiENT FAITH,
Joshua had commanded. v. 10,
To oley is better. 1 Sam, 15, 22,
Do his will, shall know. John 7, 17,
HI. A Warmnse Farrn,
Not shout.. . .untii the day. v. 10,
Iope and quietly wait. Lam, 8, 26,
Need of patience, Ieb. 10, 36,
IV. A PerseveriNG Farrn,
Compassed. . . .six days. v. 11-14.
Not be weary in well-doing. Gul. 6. 9,
V. A SeLr-pENYING Farra,
Jrom the accursed. v. 18,
Touch not the unclean. 2 Cor, 6, 17.
Mortify....your members, Col. 3, 5, 6,
VI. Ax Aceressive Farrn,
Shouted. .. .went up. v. 20,
Do it with thy might. Eceles, 9. 10,
Fight the good fight. 1 Tim. 6. 12,
VII. A Savine Farru,
Only Rahab., .. .shall live, v. 17,
By faith....perished not. Ieb. 11, 31,
Saved through faith, Eph. 2. 8,

Thoughts for Young People.

o The Meaning of Jericho.

L. Jevicho is a symbol of many digiculties which
beset us in life, Every man hus fortified cities be-
fore him which he must patiently beleagucr, or his
life will be a failure. God's providence promises
every man that divine guidance which will make
victory a certainty, though often we ure compelled
to take means that seem contemptible and almest
silly. The patient following out of God’s plans
will always insure vietory,
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2. Jericho represeuts our youthful faculties—our
“minds” and *spirits,”  “He that ruleth his
spirit is greater than he that taketh a city.” Some
unconverted youth has heen aceustomed to upprove
or condemn uccording to earthly maxims, Ile de-
sires henceforth to be just according to God's
standards ; but this is not easy, for his judgment
i a strong fortress, a Jericho, which he has yet to
capture, Ilis imagination likewise presents con-
stant dangers to Lim; so he must take that too
(2 Cor. 10, 1lis affcetions must be conquercd
(Col. 8. 2 . 5. 24). Iis will hus seemed an im-
pregnable tower, but he must learn to say, “ Not
my will, but thine be done.” Each of the fuculties
ot his nature is a Jericho, ** walled und very great,”
to be eaptured for God,

3. Jericho stands jor all besetting sing whick
are to be overcome ¢ vanity, selfishness, idlencss, ir-
ritability, sensuality, frivolity, covetousness, dis-
content, overanxicty about earthly things,

4. “ By paith the walls of Jericho fell down.”
In all spiritual warfure we must learn our own
nothingness, and trust in God only. ** When 1
am weak then am I strong ;™ “ Hangs my helpless
soul on thee,”  “The weapons of our warfure are
uot earnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strongholds” (2 Cor. 10, 4). Ile who

obeys the commands of the * Captain of the host |

of the Lord" will find that he has no longer to
struggle in desperation with besetting sins or un-
governed faculties or external difficulties, Al
hostile walls have fullen down flat.

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV, E. A, RAND,

Rahab is looking off from Jericho upon a vast
Lost that has erossed the Jordan and is now in
eamp near the city, Many of the people of Jeri-
cho are looking off with Rahab,  All the land is
in fear of this great host, It has come up like a

{ some of the inhabitants of the city.

sweep across the plain of Jericho.  Will this
prove to be an attacking column and rush upon
Jericho's gates? No, it persistently avoids the
gates ; but, unwinding farther and farther, the
lengthiening folds of this demonstration are drawn
all about the walls until the entire distance around
Jericho has been traversed.  Then the procession
breaks up, harmlessly falling in pieces, to the ye-
lief of Jericho.

It would not be strange if this parade were »
matter of amusement to some of the people, say-
ing, * They have gone round our walls, they have
inspected our gates, they have secn how strong we
are, and they will leave us and pass on.”

Would the great wave from the southland not
break against Jericho’s walls after all?

Just like some of Jericho’s cowards to put on
braveair and go away from their outlook sncering
and laughing,

Ruhab does not sneer. Rahab does not laugh,
She goes to her home and looks at a line of scarlet
thread hanging out of a window. Strangers, peo-
ple belonging to this same great host, men whose
lives she had saved, told her to hang this scarlet
cord out of her window, and when their people
came it would save her family. Yes, they were
coming ; they are here !

The second day the same procession is forned,
and while the notes of the rums’ horns ccho about
Jericho, the soldiers and the priests go again over
yesterday’s route.

Through the week this same thing is done, the
rams’ horns hoarsely pealing, though the armed
men lift not a single shout,

The procession is the objeet of much sport t
Their re-
marks about the ** old rams’ horns” are anything
but complimentary, and they wonder if those
dumb warriors ever did make a note in their

| Tives.

wave out of the southland, and as it rolls on it |

breaks down all opposition, The most skillful

generals are powerless in organizing their strong-

est columns successfully against this wave of i
vasion, Will it break against the walls of Jeri
cho?  What is purposed by the strange

Jericho is looking off anxiously,  Soon there is
a movement in the eamp of the strangers,

A procession is formed, '

Armed men tramp ahead,

Then come men in white, and Jericho says they
musf be priests.  They carry rams’ horns,

Ruhab says nothing. She looks at the scarlet
thread in the window, trembles, and is glad it
hangs there.

Tlie seventh day has come. The day is break-
ing over the eastern hills when the watchmen on
Jericho’s walls notice signs of a movement in the
camp of the strungers.  Again file out the armed

| . : 3
men and the white-robed priests, while all around

the carefully draped mystery that is borne along

| cchoes the wild blare of the uncouth trumpets.

In the midst of this company of priests is a |
mysterious something that, earefully covered with |
a cloth of blue, is cautiously carricd, Behind the |

priests is another column of armed men, As the
procession moves steadily forward, the priests lift
their rams’ liorns and long, far-echoing peals

I

But why doces not this wave flowing about Jericho
break up and roll harmlessly away, as on other
days? It sweeps round the city again, the trum-
pets sounding, but never a man shouting. The
people of Jericho curiously stare at the spectacle,
and some laugh and sueer at the rams’ horns and
the men that are mutes,

Rahab, though, in silence looks at the scarlet
thread in the window, 8o glad that it hangs there!

The city is compassed six times, and then the
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seventh time the procession winds about .lc|~
icho.

Hark!

One of those mutes —see !—listen !

e shouts !

It is Joshua, their great captain !

*Shout,” he orders, “for the Lord hath given
vou the city!” Tle gives command, too, about
thab and the silver and the gold in Jericho.

¢ Shout 1" did hesay ?

O, whut a shout !

O, what a deafening peal of liorns !

0, what a swift, resistless advance behind Isra-
el’s captaing ! 'When all is over, lo, Jericho is in
ruins ! Safe among the strangers, though, is the
woman who tied a scarlet cord in her window, «

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY REV. J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

This making of the circuit of Jericho reminds
one of the wide prevalence of customs which in-
volved the cireuit of holy places. It scems that
the idea was pre-Mosaic, as, when Moses asked to
o three days” journey into the wiliderness to make

u feast, the root idea was to muke a series of cir- |

cuits in religious festivities, Pharuoh must have
understood the request, and that would indicute
that the practice was not wholly forcign to the
mind of the Egyptians, The pre-Islamic Arubs
were aceustomed to make the pilgrimage to Mecea,

and Mohammed adopted the eustom and made it |

obligatory on all Moslems who could command an
uss to ride on and had health to go there,  Besides
this, he made it obligatory to * make the circuit”
of Mecea, and the millions of pilgrims which have
visited Meeca sinee have continved the custon,
In the time of the temple the Jews who visited
Jderusalem on the Feast of Tabernucles were wont
to see the pricsts make the cireuit of the altar seven
times, or once each day during the fes . The
Jews still observe the cerenony of * rejoicing in
the law,” when they earry a roll of the law and
march seven times round the synagogue 3 and the
Greek und Roman Catholie Christiuns preserve a
remnant of the sevenfold cireuit by passing round
the holy sepuleher seven times in succession at
Euster fustival.  Dr. Trumbuil suggests that the
* processional ™ of the Roman Catholic and English
Churches is a survival of the ancient custom of the
(hag of Moses and of the /fajj of the Moslem,
Ie also tells of the body of a deccased Israclite in
Philadelphia being borne seven times round the
synagogue.  Personally the writer is fomiliar with
the common practice among Hindoos in India of
marching round and round certain temples and
shrines for consecutive days and nights, The
Mohammedans in Morocco, as, in fact, elsewhere,
are given to this ceremonial of mnrelung round
the tombs of saints, and sometimes with u sort of

(‘hum which Tulcott Willinms said made it casy to

funey he might be listening to the rise and full of
the notes of the priest and Levite as they sounded
outover the desert.

This custom, in some modification of ceremony,
has been found so widely in distunt and separated
purts of the world, mmmong tribes which have no
traceuble contact with each other, that one cannot
but wonder what fundamental thought it repre-
sents, and how far it may all be eonnceted origi-
nally with the Hebrews in the wilderness and with
this very unusual and miraculous event, the
destruction of Jericho. The prevalence of the
number seven in the circuits to be described is alse
singularly marked. The Hindoo woman, for in-
stance, in certuin ceremonies in which she wor-
ships her husband, must go round him seven times,
But the custom is found from Thibet to Mongolia
and from Malaysia to Moroceo, It is far more than
merely curious, though the key to it may not yet
be at hand. Certainly this event of the circum-
seribing of Jericho has furnished foundation for
very widely dispersed impression on mankind.

Another remarkable thing in this Seripture is
the reference to the *“silver, and gold, and vessels
of bruss and iron” found in the promised land.
The recent discoveries have thrown much light on
the prevalence of silverand gold and other jewelry
manufactured by the Phenicians, which would
confirm the intimation here that these precions
metals not only existed in large quantities in pre-
Mosaic Palestinc, but that the very ornamental
treasures which would tempt this invading horde
of men and women were extensive enough to de-
mand special restrictions from indiseriminately ap-
propriating this plunder of war.

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M., BINGHAM.

Verses 8-11. Faith and action. A Christian
worker began talking to a young man about the
plan of salvation, to which the young man replied :
* You are telling me nothing new, for I have long
known and admired the plan of salvation by the
sacrifice of Christ,” Alu-. he was resting in the
plan.  What is the comfort of a plan of a house if
you do not enter the house itself? A man sitting
out in the rain gazing at the plans of u house will
not be sheltered thereby, What is the good of a
plan of elothingif you havenot a rag to cover you?
* Faith without works is dead.”  We must march
us well as believe God's word.—Spurgeon,

Verses 12-16.  Bushnell writes: “ What is the
progress of Christiunity but one long procession
around the walls of Jericho ' Bishop Foss says :
‘It is with Christinn work as with all other
work—the chief desirable thing is persistent appli-
cation.”  Arago says in his autobiography that his
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greatest master in mathematics was a word or two
of advice which he found in the binding of one of
his text-books, the words of D’ Albert to a discour-
aged student: “Go on, sir; go on.” Those two
little words made Arago the greatest astronomieal
mathematician of his age. And those two words
have made many a life a poem which shall sing
forever, Christ abbreviated them into one, and his
almighty “Go!” drove Paul restlessly around
Asin and Europe with the message of merey, and
has been sounding in the car of the Church ever
since, as its unrepealed and unrepealable marching
order,

Verses 12-16. Waiting. The six days of deluy
were a test of their faith and their faithfulness,
*They who trust in God can both work and wait,”
says one, It was harder for Napoleon’s Old Guard
to wait patiently for the order than to rush into
battle, but it was a surer test of faith in their com-
mander,

Verse 16, ** The Lord hath given you the city.”
Fuith in God’s promises may be compared to a
bank note, When one has full and felt possession of
the blessings promised, it is like current coin. The
man who has bank notes to any given value looks
upon hi ssed of so much money,
though in reality it is only so much paper. Thus
fuith is as sfied und rests with as great compla-
ceney in the promises of Jehovah as if it had all the
blessings of grace and glory in hand. In faith’s
estimate God’s note is current coin,—Salter,

self us poss

Verse 20. * By faith.” Mark how fuith conquers,
It does so by bringing the might of God into the
field. Faith is not the battering ramm which
beats down the walls, but only the hand which
swings the ram.  God’s power is, if we may say
50, set loose to work through our faith, and that
faith is mighty Leeause it opens the door for the
entrance of his omnipotenee, The slow marches
round and round the doomed city and the war ery
at last did not effeet the capture, but they were
the tokens of the fuith which brought into play the
power which did,—Butler’s Work.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin with a word-picture, aided by a diagram
of the seene: (1) The river; (2) The camp;
(3) The city ; (4) The mountains and Canaan be-
yond....8how how nceessary was the capture of
Jericho to the conquest of Cunaan....In chapter 5
find the preparations for conquest: (1) Encamp-
merf—taking possession ;  (2) Consceration—re-
newing the covenunt; (3) Supply of foed and
strength given; (4) Manifestation of the great
Captain’s presence. ...8how the plan of the siege
of Jericho and the part for priests, warriors, and
people.... Why was such a miracle necessary ?....
Why was the destruction of Jericho right ?....How

this lesson shows faith: (1) The commund of
faith ; (2) The test of faith ; (3) The shout of fuith ;
(4) The victory of faith....Events in history lik,
the march of Israel around Jericho—the twely,
apostles going out to conquer the world, Lutie
standing alone for God, the early Methodists uy
their preaching, ete.

Blackboard,

BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, E8qQ.

FELL

JERICHO

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, E8Q.

THE VICTORY OF FAITH.
FAITH’S

TEST. TRUST. TRIUMPH.
TEST | TRIUMPH
oF
FAITH
IN

SILENT OBEDIENCE, | SHOUT OF VICTORY,

** All things are possible to him that believeth,"

DEFEAT OF EVIL.
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JOSHUA | CHRISTIANS
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*'Only be strong and very courageous.”
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References.
Fueeman’s  Hanpsook. (Connecting  verses.)
Chap. 5.15: Shoes removed, 107. Chap. 6. 5: The
horn, 365, 447,

OPTION AL WYMNS,
No. 1.

Marcliing to Zion,

Soldiers of the cross, arise !
Sound the battle cry.

Stand up, stand up, for Jesus,
Arise, go forth to conquer,

No. 2.

Breast the wave, Christiun,
0, we are volunteers,

Forth to the fight.

Go forward, Christian soldier,
Muarching on to Zion,

B. C. 1445 or 1144.)

e

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]
1. Who marched in silence around the hostil
ity of Jericho for six days? The priests,

with the ark of God, and armed men.

2. How many times did they march around it

on the seventh day ¥ Seven times,

e

3. At the end of the last march what was the
ntire army ordered to do? ¢¢ Shouts for the

Lord hath given you the city.”

4. What was the result? Jericho wis

overthrown by the power of God.

t

5. What is the Gopen Texr? ¢ By faith
he walls of Jericl 0, cte,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

47. Why ought we to partake of the Lord's Supper

regularly and frequently?

t

. o-—

LESSON X. CALEB’S REWARD.

In token of obedience to our Master and Lord.

1 Corinthians xi. 23. For I receivid of the Lovd
hat which also I delivered unto you.

[Sept. 8.

GOLDEN TEXT. He wholly followed the Lord God of Israel. Josh. 14. 14.

Authorized Version,
Josh, 14. 514 [Commit to memory verses 7-9.]
[Study conneetion in chap. 14.]

5 As the Lorp commanded Mo'ses, so the chil-
dren of Is'ra-el did, and they divided the land.

6 Then the children of Ju’dah came unto Josh'-
u-pin Gil'gal: and Ca'leb the son of Je-phun’nch
the Ken'e-zite said unto him, Thou knowest the
thing that the Lorp said unto Mo'ses the man of
God concerning me and thee in Ka'desh-bar ne-a.

7 Forty years old was I when Mo'ses the servant
of the Lorb sent me from Ka'desh-bar'ne-a to espy
out the land ; and I brought him word again as i¢
was in mine heart,

8 Neverthcless my brethren that went up with
me made the heart of the people melt : but I wholly
followed the Lorp my God.

9 And Mo'ses swarc on that day, saying, Surely
the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be
thine inheritance, and thy children’s forever, he-
canse thou hust wholly followed the Loro my God.

10 And now, hehold, the Lorn hath kept me
alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even
since the Lorp spake this word unto Mo'ses, while
the children of 1s'ra-el wandered in the wilderness :
and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years

11 As yet T am as strong this day as / was in the
day that Mo'ses sent me : as my strength was then,
even 8o ds my strength now, for war, both to go
out, and to come in.

12 Now therefore give me this mountain, where-
of the Lorp spake in that day; for thou heardest
in that day how the An’a-kim were there, and that
the cities were great and fenced : if so be the Loro

-

©

Revised Version.

5 As the Lorp commanded Mo'ses, so the chil-

dren of Is'ra-el did, and they divided the land.
6  Then the children of Ju'dah drew nigh unto
Josh'u-a in Gil'gul: and Ca'leb the son of Je-
phun‘neh the Ken'iz-zite suid unto him, Thou
knowest the thing that the Lorn spuke unto
Mo'ses the man of God concerning me and con
cerning thee in Ka'desh-bar'ne-a. Forty years
old was I when Mo'ses the servant of the Loy
sent me from Ka'desh-bar'ne-a to spy out the
land; and I brought him word again as it was
in mine heart. Nevertheless my brethren that
went up with me made the heart of the peojle
melt: but I wholly followed the Lorp my God.
And Mo'ses sware on that day, saying, Surely
the land whercon thy foot hath trodden shall be
an inheritance to thee and to thy children for-
ever, because thou hast wholly followed the
0 Lorp my God. And now, behold, the Lo

hath kept me alive, as he spake, these forty and

five years, from the time that the Lorp spake

this word unto Mo'ses, while Is'ru-el walked in

the wilderness: and now, 1o, T am this day
1 fourscore and five yearsold. As yet Iam as

-

®

o

strong this day as T was in the day that Mo'ses
sent me: as my strength was then, even so is
my strength now, for war, and to go out and to
come in. Now therefore give me this moun-
tain, whereof the Lorn spuke in that day ; for
thou heardest in that day how the An'a-kim
were there, and citics great and fenced : it may
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will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them
out, as the Lorp said.

13 Aud Josh'u-a blessed him, and gave unto
Ca'leb the son of Je-phun'neh He'bron for an in-
heritance.

14 l¢'bron therefore became the inheritance of
Ca’leb the son of Je-phun'neh the Ken'e-zite unto
this day, beeause that he wholly followed the Lorp
God of Is'ra-cl.

be thut the Lorp will be with me, and I shy))

13 drive them out, us the Lorv spake. And Jos)y-
u-a blessed him ; and he gave He'bron unto Cy'.
leb the son of Je-phun'neh for an ritunee

14 Therefore He'bron beeame the inheritance of
Ca'leb the son of Je-phun‘neh the Ken'iz-zite,
unto this day ; beeause that he wholly followed
the Lorp, the God of Is'ra-el.

TIME,.—B. C. 1445 or 1444 ; about seven ycurs
after the fall of Jericho, PLACES.—1. Gilgul;
but not the old camp ground. This place was
about fifteen miles north of Jerusalem. 2. He- |
bron ; the place from which the grapes of Esheol
came ; one of the oldest cities in the world, CONe ;
NECTING LINKS.—The defeat of Ai; the
stoning of Achan j the capture and destruction of
Ai; public blessings and curses at Ebal and Geri-
zim ¢ the trick of the Gibeonites; the battle of
Beth-horon ; the conquest of the north ; the divi-
vion of the land. DOCTRINAL SUGGES=
TION. God's fulfillment of promise.

HOME READINGS.
M. Calel’s reward. Josh. 14, 5-14.
Zu. The promise, Deut. 1, 22-36,
W, Wholchearted trust.  Prov. 3. 1-10.
Zh. Trust mastering fear. Psalm 112,
F. Trust in the Lord. Psalm 37, 1-11,
S. Reward of the upright. Psalm 37. 27-40,

8. Reward of following fully. Mark 10. 23-81. |

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 195, New Canadian Hymnal,

Stand up! stand up for Jesus!
Ye soldiers of the cross.

No. 191, New Canadian Hymnal.

Soldiers of the cross, arise!
Lo! your Leader from the skies.

No. 188, New Canadian Hymnal,

Am I a soldier of the cross t
A follower of the Lamb.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Lord’s Follower, v. 5-8,

To what command of the Lord is reference made
inve ? (Num. 85. 2.)

Why did the children of Judah come to Joshua
in Gilgal ?

How muny years have passed since the over-

throw of Juduh?

To what historical fact does Caleb allude in iis
speech ¢

What was Caleb’s character ?

Who had first promised Caleb his inheritance?

Why did Moses make this promise !

What had Culeb suid concerning the land when
he spoke for the spies? (Num. 13. 30.)
2. The Lord’s Reward, v, 9-14,

How old was Caleb when he made the request
of this lesson ¢

What kind of a request did he make?

Locate the inheritunce which Caleb cluimed,

Find ull the passages that you ean which reter 1o
Hebron, (Gen. 13. 18; 23. 2; Num. 13. 22
Josh, 10, 36; 2 Sam. 2, 1, ete.).

Had this part of Canaan been left unconquerc ¢
(Josh. 10, 36.)

How can you explain the reference here und -
leb’s action ?

Did Caleb succeed in his enterprise? (Josh, 15,

| 18, 14))

Where have we heard before of the three men
here mentioned ? (Search Numbers.)
In what respect was Caleb’s inheritance a symhol

of our heavenly inheritance ?

Practical Teachings.

Notice Caleb was patriotic : for all the years of
conquest he fought for others. He was patient : he
waited his time till everything else was settled,
He was humble : if *“ the Lord will be with me,”
was his plea. He was intrepid : at cighty-five
years he asked the hardest work which had yet
been done. He was pious : ** The Lord hath kept
me alive,”

Notice he sought no easy gift from the partiality
of his leader. He wanted no sinecure. He was
willing to work for what he was to have. He ap-
pealed with perfect confidence to his record.

Learn from Caleb fearlessness, uprightness, and
godliness,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Lord’s Follower, v. 5-8.

How was Canaan divided among the tribes?
(Verse 2.)

Who had already received an inheritance!
(Verse 8.)

Who received no inheritance, and why ? (Verses
3,4.)
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By whose commund was the land divided ¢ QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
What gathering oceurred at Gilgul ¢ SCHOLARS.

What noted leader spoke ¢

What promise did he recall, and to whom made ¢
How old was Culeb when sent us o spy !

What report did he bring back ?

V hu Hee 4 e " his p ren "
V\.h it etlect Inul.tln.'n,pf)n M‘lns brethren ? in God,
Whose leudership did Culeb follow ¢ \ & i

i § " Cun the Lord be pleased with unbelief?
What did the Lord say about his follower? (Sce ’ ; Tk g

Num. 14, 94.) What did he say of the unbelieving spies?
um. 14, 24, 4 4 ‘
* What did he say of Caleb?
o 9-14. f <
% The Lord’s Re.w‘“d’ b ].4 . . Wiho led Israel into Canaan? Joshua.
What solemn promise of Moses did Caleb cite ¢ x
3 2 How old was Caleb now ¢
How long sinee that promise was made ¢ , R .

: e £ Where were the unfaithtul spies?
What wus Caleb’s age at this time ¢ » $- 2.x

- A e What was Joshua dividing ?

What did he say of Lis strength > e s A
; * Of what did Caleb remind him?
What request did he muke ¢ » i § "
i : tait What did he ask Joshua to give him?
By whose help did he hope to gain permission ¢ y 4
$ X 3 i What did Joshua do ?
What answer wus made to his request , . . v
Why did he receive this inheritunce t (G & What did ho give Calsb?
P W IRROHINROS T (oLbEX | wht have you learned about Hebron ®
Texr.) [15.)
What was the former name of Hebron? (Verse Three Way
Why wus it so called ? . e NAYE
What great blessing came to the land ? Some follow self, and not the Lord.

Teachings of the Lesson. Some follow him with a half heart, and half-
Where in this lesson are we taught— way.

Who sent the spies into Canaan ! Moses.
How many did he send ?

Who brought back a good report ?

What made them brave and hopeful? Faith

1. 'To follow God’s commanda Some follow him wholly, and all the way.

2. To plead God’s promises ? WiaT po vou po ?
3. To expeet God’s rewards ?

BXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement,

The conquest of Canaan was accomplished in three swift campaigns, each in one section of the land.
The first eampaign was wisely planned to seize the center of Palestine, and thus divide the enemy, By
way of Jericho, Ai, and Beth-¢l Joshua marehed upon Shechem, which fell without & struggle, and be-
came the scene of a formal conseeration of the land to the God of Israel in an crection of an altar and
the reading of the law. Next Joshua turned his arms against the south. The decisive battle of the
conquest was fought at Beth-horon. If ever the sun and the moon might well stand still, it was on that
duy, for that was the most important battle in all the world’s history, a battle beside which Marathon,
Hastings, Waterloo, and Gettysburg xink into insignificance, for upon it was at stake the religion of the
whole world,  From Beth-horon Joshua led his army in a rapid march through all the strategic pointsof
southern Palestine. Then he turned northward, and at Lake Merom won the third great victory of the war,
and gained the country from Carmel to Lebanon at one blow. Thus in three campuigns, ench marked
by asignal victory—at Jericho, at Betlr-horon, at Merom—the land was won. Two of the tribes soon
entered into possession of their inheritance, Ephraim in the center and Judah in the south. When the
men of Judah came to receive their portion, among them stood the venerable Caleb, at cighty-five still
erect and strong for war. He it was who at Kadesh-barnea, a generation before, had brought a good
report of the land, and in the face of his fellow-spies and of all Israel had urged an immediate march
upon the Canaanites.  He now reminded Joshua of the promise then made to him by the Lord, that he
should posscss a portion in the land. He claimed a fulfillment of the promise for which he had
patiently waited forty years. ‘There was a noble courage in his fuith, for, old as he was, he chose for
his possession Hebron, the city of the lofty walls, the city of the iants, the city which his fellow-spies
had dreaded most. He did not ask that others should fight for it, but proposed to take it for himself.
His request was granted. The old warrior led an assaulting force; he conquered the city, and sat
down in peace within its walls, an example of that fuith which sceks only the privilege of toil and
chooses for itself the hardest tasks in the service of God.

Verse 5. As the Lord commanded Mo= | the division of the territory, (1) See how faith is
sess While Moses was living, and before the | the evidence of things not seen, ‘They divided
land was conquered, full directions were given for | the land. The division wis made by lot, but not
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by chance, for it was under the special direction of
God through the high priest. The lot had refer-
ence to location, and not to boundaries, which
were afterward arrunged with great definiteness by
Joshua and the * prinees,” or heads of the tribes.

6. Then. This was ahout six years after the
crossing of the Jordan, when the conquest had
been well completed.  The children of Judah,
The heads of the tribe, who accompanied Caleb to
give their sanction to his request. In Gilgal,
This was a locality in the Jordan valley, just
north of the Deud Sea; and it was the headquar-
ters of the Israclites during the entire period of the
conquest of Canwan, The camp remmined *there
for about seven years, Caleb, We have
already seen Caleb in the story of the wandering
in the wilderness, forty-five years before the event
of this lesson. Ile was one of the twelve spies
sent out by Moses from Kadesh-barnea to view
the land of Canuan,  The son of Jephunneh.
In 1 Cor. 2. 5, 18, 42, the family relations of Caleb
are given, and he is there named as the descend-
ant of Hebron, the grandson of Judah. But he
may have been, as some think, a foreigner, who
was adopted into the tribe of Judah. The Kene
ezite. This name, meaning *descendant of
Kenaz,” would point to an Edomite extraction
(Gen. 15. 19). Notice also the peculiur way in
which Caleb is mentioned as following the Lord
God of Tsracl, that is, as if he were not an Isracl-
ite; and in which it is said he obtained an inherit-
ance among the children of Judah, as if he were
not one of them. These and other indications
have led to the view, held by many scholars, that
(‘aleb was a Gentile, and the first on record who
hecame one of the chosen people. (2) Hence we
have an interest in this story, for we too are Gentile
helievers. The thing that the Lord said.
Sce the promise in Num, 14, 24, as repeated in
verse 9 of the lcsson. Moses the man of
God. What a noblo title for the noblest of men !
(3) 0 be aman of Godis a higher honor than to be
a prince in the world. In Kadeshebarnea.
This was the first visit of the Israclites to this
place, which was on the southern border of the
land of Canaan,

7. Forty years old. Ilence he must have
been between thirty-eight and thirty-nine years
old when the Israclites came out of Egypt. To
espy out the land. The twelve spies were sent
to see what was the nature of the land and who
were its inhabitants, Word again as it was
in mine heart, [Iis report was not influenced
by fir of his fellow-spies nor of popular opinion.
Ie consulted truth and duty, not interest. He
saw in the land what was in his heart to sce, for
his was the Lieart of a conqueror, while theirs were
the hearts of cravens ; and as his heart so was his
message. (4) How many people there are who dare
not speak what is in their hearts !

8. My brethren that went up with me,
The other spies, Joshua, to whom he was speuk-
ing, being the only one excepted. Made the
heart of the people melt, By their report o
the dangers and difficulties in the way from ti
sirength of the inhabitonts in the land, they
utterly discouraged the Israelites and put buck tl
conquest for a generation. I wholly followe(
the Lord. Ile had chosen his side, and he wus
pronounced upon it, regardless of other men, theiy
opinions and their threats, (5) Be a Caleb, deciicd

Jor God and the right.

9. And Moses sware on thatday, Tl
promise is given in Num, 14, 24; Deut. 1. 36, [t
was God's promise, but made through Moses, Ity
utterance showed Mosess faith, and its acceptance
Caleb's faith, for at that time the Israclites pos-
sessed not an inch in the land. The land
whereon thy feet have trodden. here
how literally and closely Caleb appropriated the
promise of God, A less definite fuith would have
taken the promise generally, but Calch saw
in it a pledge that thac very Hebron dreaded by
the spies should yet be his own. Thine inhere
itance, and thy children’s forever. Wefind
a descendant of Caleb, though an unworthy one,
in that rgion nearly four hundred years after-
ward, in the time of David (1 Sam. 25. 3). Bee
canse thou. Culeb’s descendants received the
benelit of his fidelity and his faith.  So now the
religion of parents brings blessings of health, long
life, good associutions, and good character upon
their children.

10. The Lord hath kept me alive, Wil
true faith he does not declare that his long life is
the result of his own care or of his own constitu-
tion, but gives the glory to God. (8) Righteous-
ness tends to length of days, sinfulness to premature
decay. These forty and five years. This
shows that Caleb's request was made seven yeurs
after the crossing of the Jordan, and hence at the
conclusion of the conquest.  Caleb helped the rest
of the nation to win their inheritance before he
claimed his*own. Wandered in the wilder«
ness. Ilow illustrious Caleb’s fuith becomes as he
marches through the desert thirty-eight years with
the promise still in sight! How it strengthened
his heart in the long journey around the land of
Edom and Moab ; and how it nerved his arm dur-
ing the war of conquest!  TFourscore and five
yearsold. Calehand Joshua were the oldest men
amoug the Israelites, and twenty years older than
any others, for all that were over twenty at
Kadesh-barnea had died in the wilderness,

11. I am as strong this day. Here is an-
other reward which God often gives to his fuithfu!
servants—strength even to old age. Not all Chris-
tians live to be old, and not all aged disciples are
strong and hearty. But comparing good men with
bad, temperate men with drunkards, honest men
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with thieves, it is found that one course of life pre-
serves strength and  vitality, while the other
wastes it.  For war, e wus as able to plan
out a eampaign and fight it out as younger men,
To go out, and to come in. A phrase com-
prehending all duties of life.  (7) Which old age
would you choose, that of the man of pleasure or the
man of God #

12, Give me this mountain. Not any one
peuks or hill, but the riountainous region in which
Hebron is situated, the highest in all southern
Palestine,  This ehoice gives us the key to Calelys
churacter,  With the whole land before him e
chose that which was the hardest of all to win.
He sought not euse but serviee, and would rather
work than rest. 8o is it with noble souls, Ilis
was the choice of Moses in Egypt, and again at the
bush: the choice of Elisha, of Paul, and of the
apostles. It was the choiee of Luther and of Wes-
ley, of missionaries and of frontier preachers, (8)
There is something in every soul which leaps up at
the thought of danger and of dipiculty> Witness a
Frunklin, a Kane, and a De Long in the north 1 a
Livingstone and a Stanley in Africa; a Garibaldi
and a Robert Bruce among patriots, Thon
heardest in that day. From the white lips of
the terror-stricken spies. The Anakim. The
giants; one of the earliest races on the soil of
Palestine.  They were merged among the Canaan-
ites and Amorites who came after them, und after
the conquest they retired to the seacoast plain,

where families of their descendants continued to
exist among the Philistines until the time of
David, when they were extirpated (see Deut, 2.
20-237 2 Sam, 21, 15-22), Cities were great.
Because the giants were there and  beeause
the cities were fortified, Caleh chose this region,
for he would not enjoy what was not worth earn-
ing. If so be the Lord will be with me.
Caleb’s courage was no hoasting nor self:
dence. Ile trusted in God, and faith ma
strong.  For nearly fifty years he had leaned on
God and looked to God, und his experience gave
him confidence in God. As the Lord said.
Notice onee more how Caleb rests his hope on
God's promise, and not on his own strength,
(9) Me who stands on ground of promises has the
everlasting vock beneath his feet.

17. Joshua blessed him. As the repre-
sentutive of God and the head of the nation,
Joshua gave his sanetion to Caleb’s purpose and
his prayers for his success. Hebrone One of
the oldest cities in the world, and still standing,
with five thousand inhabitants, Under its mosque
is the cave of Machpelah, where Abraham, Isaue,
and Jacob were buried.

14. Unto this day. TPointing to a time later
than that of Joshua a8 thut when the book wus
written. Because that he wholly followed.
His decision for God and fidelity to God gave him
this reward. (10) God never leaves his servants to
work without wages,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 5. Asthe Lord commanded Moses.
Moses had been given special direetions concern-
ing the portions of the Levites (Num, 35. 2, #.),
and he had been told that the entire land should
he divided by lot (Num. 26, 52, #.). 1le had also
given territory to Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe
of Manasseh on the other side of the Jordan,
And they divided the land. This was after
six or seven years of hurd fighting in the land of
Cunaan. ~ The people, through their representa-
tives, had gathered st Gilgal and requested
Joshua, as he was getting old, that the land should
be divided by lot. This was done under the dirce-
tion of Eleazar, the high priest, in the presence of
Joshua, the commander in chief, and the repre-
sentatives of the tribes (sce verses 1, 2),

6. Then the children of Judah, A dele-
gution of the children of Judah came to urge
Cale’s claims.  Gilgal, There were seveinl
places of this name. It is not likely that this was
the Gilgal near Jericho, where the Hcbrews first
encamped, but rather a place about midway in a
dircct line between Jerusalem and Sheehem.
Caleb. He was one of the spies (Num. 13, 6),
The Kenizzite. A descendant of Kenaz, One of
the dukes of Edom was called Kenuz (Gen. 86. 11-

15) 5 from this it has been inferred that Culeb was
of Edomitish origin,  People so closely related us
the Hebrews and Edomites, speaking the same lan-
guage, would probubly have many names in com-
mon. It is not at all probable that the great tribe of
Judah would have selected a forcigner as its repre-
sentative among the spies, or that Hebron should
be given to any but a Hebrew. The thing that
the Lord spake unto Moses, The Lord prom-
ised to bring Caleb and Joshua to the promised
land (Num. 14, 24). If any other promises had
been made, they are not recorded, but would be
well known to Joshua, In Kadesh-barnea,
A very fertile spot, not far from the southern bor-
der of Palestine, around which the Israclites wan-
dered for nearly thirty-nine years. It has been
fully identified with Ain-Kadis by Dr, 11, C,
Trambull,

7. Forty years old was I. Forty years
additional wandering in the wilderness after the
return of the spies and six or seven years’ fighting
in Canaan would make Caleb about cighty-five
yeurs of age at this time (see verse 10), I
brought him word again as it was in mine
heart. Ile spoke his convictions intelligently,
without regard to the opinions of the other spies,
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He is truly great who dures to stand alone, if need
be, for the truth ! The word * heart " in Hebrew
refers to the intelleet as often as it does to the
emotions,

8. Made the heart of the people melt.
They made the people timid and discouraged
(Nuni, 14. 1-4),  Had the rest of the spies spoken
as Caleb and Joshua, the Isruclites might have 'lLLll
in Canaan before the close of that y
not only retard reforms, but they bring suffering
and misery totheir fellow-men especially to reform-
ers. I wholly followed the Lord my God.
I'his is not self-praise, but a repetition of what the
Lord had said eoncerning Caleh (Num, 14, 243
Deut. 1. 36).  What joy comes to that one who
fully follows God, and what a blessing to all

ous translation for the ward rendered * mountuiy »
hicre, as in many passages, denotes also hilly
country, What Caleb wanted was the hilly dis-
trict in which Hebron was situated,  The very
ancient city of Hebron stands on an eminence xix

! hundred feet higher than Jerusalem, or 1 wrly

three thousand feet above the level of the Meditey-
rancan Sea. It still has seven thousand inhab-
itants, The Anakim. A large and powertul
people, descendants of Arba (15. 13), who had

| struck the spies with terror (Num. 13, 28).  And

those who are privileged to associate with such a |

life of conseeration !

9. And Moses sware on that day. Ac- |

cording to Deut. 1. 34-36, it was Jehovah himself
who swore and communicated his will to Moses
(see also Num. 14, 24).  Though the promise was
made to Caleb forty-five years before it was ful-
filled, we have no evidence for believing thut he
for one moment lost faith in Jchovah, The land
whereon thy foot hath trodden. Not theen-
tire country, but some portion of it. We have no
record that Hebron was promised to Caleb, except
the inference which may be drawn from this pas-
sage. And to thy children forever.
a blessed thing it is to have eourageous, God-fear-
ing, godly pavents! No other heritage ecan com-
pare to it,

What |

10. The Lord hath kept me alive. Tlc ‘

ten other spies perished in the wilderness,  They
died ** by the plague” in consequence of their un-
belief (Num. 14, 37).  Calcb aseribes the merciful
extension of his life dircetly to God, who is ever
fuithful to keep all his promises. What monu-
ments of faith on the part of man and of goodness
and fidelity on the part of God !

11. I am as strong this day as I was.
Wonderful language for a man of more than four-
score years ! The fear of Jehovah and the keeping
of his law make men strong and vigorous in more
than one way, not only spiritually and mentally,

but also physically. Godliness has the promise of

the life which now is, as well as of that which isto
come; consequently, virtuous, temperate men live
longer than those who disregard the laws of God
and nature.  For war. As able now as at any
time in my life to take possession of the land
which \\|ll fall to my lot. It seems that, though
Joshfia had taken Hebron (10. 26, f.), it had
been retuken by the Cansanites (see 15, 14). To
go out and to come in. This is a Hebraism,
and signifies to attend to one’s duties as a leader,
to be at the head of n movement (sce Num. 27,
17: Deut. 31, 2).

12. Give me this mountain. An ambigu-

cities great and fenced. Calel’s cournge up-
pears once more. Ie desires Hebron not simply
on account of its fertility and favorite location, but
because it will be a difficult place to reeapture (see
notes on the preceding verse) and subduc,  The
old hero was anxious to undertuke the hardest
tusk. It may be. The Ilcbrew particle used
here is one expressing hope, as in Gen. 16, 2 und
Amos 5, 15, though often used of doubt and fear,

13. Joshua blessed him. The exact tor-
mula is not given, Ie prayed for his success and
formally granted his request.  And he gave He-
bron. Gave all he asked for. Ie had fuith to
ask for hard work, us well us courage to keep and
defend what Jehovah had given unto him.

14. Unto this day. Until the time when
the book was written, or, indeed, such an expres-
sion might have been added by a later reviser,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Character of Caleb.

1. Tue Max or Farru,
Word....in mine heart. v. 7
Evidence of things not seen, Heb, 11, 1.
Through faith....promises. Heb, 11, 33.
II. Tue Max or Decision,
1 wholly folloneed the Lord, v. 8.
Choose....ye will serve. Josh. 24, 15,
No man....two masters, Matt, 6, 24,
III. Tue Max or Fur
Hath kept me alive,
Faithful unto death, Rev. 2, 10,
Endureth to the end, Matt, 10,
IV. Tue Max or Covrace,
Even as is my strength now., v. 11,
Yighteous....bold as a lion, Prov, 28, 1.
Be strong in the Lord. Eph. 6. 10,
V. Tie MaN oF SELF-DENIAL,
Give me this mountain, v. 12,
Let this mind be in you. Phil. 2. 5-T.
Endure hardness. 2 Tim. 2. 4.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Man of Faith.

14 Fafth in God makes a man independent of the
world’s opinion. Caleb was not afraid to stand
alone, because he had God on his side. “If God
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fuith.”

2. Faith in God obtains GGod's promises, God
honored Caleb’s fuith by giving him a promise of
inheritunce in Cannan, 8o is it still,  Faith writes
over every promise of God, ** It is mine.” Let us
be of those *“who through fuith obtained prom-

3. Faith in God brings men to a ripe and vigor-
ous old age.  Not that every believer will live to
be old, but that, on general principles, reiigion
tends to strength and vigor of body, and sin tends
to premature deeay. Look at the fuces of old

Clivistiang, and compare them with the faces of old |

men who lived a life of sin,
4. Fuith in God awakens the spirit of self-de-

wial. Caleb did not choose the easy lot nor the |

inheritance of pleasure, e chose the eity hardest
to win, and then went forth and won it,  So Paul
sought out ficlds where struggle and persecution
were to be endured.  So men go to hard mission
fields to labor for Christ. Fuith inspires men to
choose toil for Christ.  “ Give me this mountain
is the secret of Caleb’s character,

5. Faith in God gains its abundant reward.
Caleb waited long for the fulfillment of the prom-
ise, and showed * the patience of faith ;" but his
striumph came at last. e sat down a conqueror in
the very city which his fellow-spies had dreaded
most.  We too may have the rest that remaineth
for the people of God,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Tue people flock about Joshua as their leader
and ruler, and who is this one coming? It is a
white-headed man, and his beard, long and flow-
ing, is white also. He stands before Joshua and
goes over the story of un interesting past,

As the old man tulks on, Joshua's thoughts run
swiftly back—0, o far back—forty years away.

What does Joshua see as memory, that cun-
ning painter, traces her pictures before him ?

He sces Israel in tents on the border of this very
Land of Promise, and out of the encampment go
those long since famous as the men that went to
‘spy out the land.” They are in their strength,
men brown-bearded, supple of limb, and quick of
gait. They slyly enter the promised lund. They
ford the rivers. They cross the mountains. They
steal about the towns, yet notice the height of the
walls and strength of the gates. They come to a
nook that is a garden, fragrant with grapes, ripe
and sweet and pulpy, and they bear home the
purple fruit.

Something else is lugged home by all but two of
the spies, even a lie, that there are people, O such
giants, and towns so walled, and—and—the land
cannot be conquered. Joshua, you remember it

be for us, who can be aguinst us?** * This is the all, and what white faces and st

vietory that overcometh the world, even our |

| old spy’s companions in th

g eyes and
trembling knees there were in Israel’s tents on ac-

| count of that lie. And do you remember that you

were one of the two spies loyal to God’s promises
and longing to go forward ?

Yes, Joshua remembers,

The white-haired old man was the other faithful
7‘[‘_\-.

He has something else to say, that God has kept
him, and he feels as strong to-day as when Moses
sent him out.

He is erect, 1le is sturdy. Ile can see and hear
und go long marches,  What is so good u preserva-
tive of the body as the obedience of the Spirit,
loyalty to Jehovah, and love for his Church? The
journey of inspeetion
are dead.  Murmuring, disloyal Israel is dead.
What so sure as disobedience to sap the physical
strength ¢ Ile, the old spy, through obedience to
God is well und strong. But Moses made a
promise to him when younger that the land where-
on his feet had trodden should be the old spy’s
inheritance and his children’s forever, To-day
he asks Joshua for his inheritance,

What land is it?

What does the old man want?  Some level, gar-
den-like vale, where the land is rich, where the
crops are carly and abundant, a land between the
hills and easily traversed, not on the hills and pain-
fully to beelimbed ?

No, no!

How the old man’s eyes light up!  Fire is there,
youth beneath the white hairs, the voleano under
the snow, and he wants ** this mountain |

But, veteran, the Anakim are there—descendants
of the giants once so frightening the Israelites—and
cities too, ““ great and fenced.” What matter?
God is greater,

The old spy is resolute and confident.

And now what a tender, impressive scene
follows !

Joshua blesses the old comrade, who by day kept
him company in the old-time journey into the
promised land and slept at his side by night,
who on the way halted in the shadow of the same
rock, ate honey out of the same hive in the cliffs,
slaked his hot thirst with the same cooling grapes
of Esheol, and came buck to stand with him in
loyalty to the God of the promises. The blessing
of lsrael’s leader, your old comrade Joshua, is
yours, Caleb! The mountain is yours. Go to
your reward, an old age where the fruits of obedi-
ence hang thick in the sunshine of God’s blessing,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Caleb’s name illustrates the oriental custom of
giving a title which shows some characteristic
either hoped for or realized in the person. It is
possible that Caleb’s name was a characterizing
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title, given at the time of his return from acting as
spy. It means ** Great Heart,” and may have sub-
stituted the name of his childhood, He also illus-
trates another oriental custom far more reul in the
East than is easy for us to appreciate—that of adop-
tion. Ile was not a Iebrew by birth, and hence
not the ** son of Judah ” by birth line. But being
adopted, he came into all the rights and privileges
of the family which adopted him. llence he
claimed that his * portion” be assigned him,
though he was “the Kenezite,” or the ‘“son of
Kenaz,” by birth. One cannot know what might
have been the result had Joshua not assigned him
any ‘ portion.” We do know that all the horrors
of the Cawnpoor massacre in the terrible Indian
mutiny grew out of the fuct that the British Gov-
ernment refused to recognize this same sort of'claim
of Nana Sahib to the succession to rulership as an
adopted son, Four hundred Europeans were
hurled, the living with the dead, into a well in an
indiseriminate mass in vengeance for this failure
of the British to concede that the oriental custom
of full inheritance should be applied in the case of
“sons’ made such by * adoption.” Nana Sahib
had made a journey to London to explain the foree
of this custom, and therefore of his right to inherit
the throne the same as if he had been in the blood
line of inheritance.

There wus another point. God never promised
the whole land to Israel, and there were parts of
it they never possessed, such as the Phenician
shore strip on the Mediterrancan. What was
promised was that they should have such portions
as they ‘ put their foot on.” Caleb (verse 9)
said that IHebron was his because he had trod
on it, and if that meant *conquer” he was ready
to do that. Hebron was, and still is, the greatest
grape country of the land. Wine presses cut in
the rocks are still found, relics of the ancient popu-
Jations who gathered grapes here from the days
before Caleb till now,

In the matter of Caleh’s age, the remarkable
thing was that God had preserved him and Joshua
because they had believed his promise that he
would give them the land. But it is not otherwise
very remarkable that a man in the East should
hoast of his age. Arab poets have been known to
write with vigor at an advanced age, and one Arab
chief is recorded to have composed a poem when
dying at the age of more than one hundred. While
the orientals, as a rule, exhibit a low average of
life, yet the ambition is always to show that one is
older than he is, The Chinese, for instance, al-
wayy delight in speaking of their advanced years,
and it is no compliment to an aged Chinese to con-
gratulate him on appearing young. He wishes the
reverence which comes to age in a land where wis-
dom is supposed tc come with years, Caleb de-
clared himself to have vigor enough for war, and
this against people who dwelt in cities * great and

fenced.”  This distinguished them from villuges
which were merely guarded by watchmen from
watehtowers. These were apt to be builded op
high places, and as the walls were looked up to
from the valley helow they wonld often appear to
be ** built up to heaven.”

Joshua * blessed” Caleb, From the time of
Abraham it was customary for the futher to
“ bless ” his children when dying, and a sort of
prophecy was understood to be implied, as at that
hour he was supposed to be divinely illuminated,
Thus Jacob blessed his sons, and Moses the chil-
dren of Israel, But it has come to mean little more
than a prayer or even a wishing well,  What is
known as the Hebrew benediction is a prayer for
welfare, But Joshua was endued still with the pro-
phetic insight, and it was rather a prophecy of Ca-
leb's suceess. It may have been pronounced stand-
ing, in a loud voice, as the Hebrew usage has always
been in uttering the * benedietion.”

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 8, 9, and 14, ** Wholly followed.” Culeh's
reward illustrates the immense difference between
a full and partial following of God. It is the dit-
ference between the river and the sea.  Both are
water, and the river is all well enough in its way
and useful to man and beast in small services,
The sea is something more than mere water, for it
is infinite; and as we gaze upon it, a sense of its
immeasurableness comes over us as never when we
behold a river. You cannot measure a wholly
following servant of the living God, and you can
too easily take the dimensions of a half-and-half
Christian.  You can easily estimate how much
time and money and ecffort he will give to the
Lord’s work. But take a Caleb, and you cannot
tell what divine energies are locked up within
him to come forth when nceded. Ile will do the
great thing, the unexpected thing, and God will
do the great thing for him. Millions perish in
the wilderness, two enter Canaan.—Dr, E. N,
Packard.

A famous ruby was offered to the English gov-
ernment. The report of the crown jeweler was
that it was the finest he had ever seen or heard of,
but that one of the * fuces” was slightly frac-
tured, That little fructure reduced its value many
thousands of dollars, and it was rejected from the
crown of England. - The highest reward, a place
in our King's erown, will come only to the whole-
hearted Christian, He is the man whom the King
delighteth to honor.

Verses 9 and 10,  The patience of faith. * Sister
Dora,” the English deaconess, said to us : ** During
a period of great discouragement I received inex-
pressible comfort from a verse in Lumentations.”
‘ Lamentations?” we exclaimed. * Yes, the
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third chapter and twenty-sixth verse: * It is good
that & man should both hope and quietly wait for
the salvation of the Lord.”” This is a remarkuble
verse—** hope and wait.” St. John from Patmos
signed himself, ¢ Your companion in the kingdom
and patience of Jesus Christ,” It is thought that
John waited fifty years after his Lord ascended
before going to him.  Caleb hoped while he
i Perhaps he wondered if the promise
made to him would ever be fulfilled, as he
marched back and forth in the wilderness year
after year. At last the reward came, We need
to seck not only for the kingdom, but also for the
patience, of Jesus Christ,

Verse 18, 14, Reward. Caleb no doubt com-
forted himsclf while in the wilderness with the
thought of the Hebron he was to inherit, An un-
believer said to a Christian whose life was full of
tribulation, **It seems to me that you Christians
hav arder time than anyhody else, rather than
an easier time;” to which the old man replied,
“Couple heaven with it, and what then ? Couple
heaven with it.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map showing Canaan, Kadesh-barnea,
the northern part of the wilderness, Edom, cte,
....Show the Israelites at Kadesh-barnea on their
first visit, going back in the history more than
forty yeurs....Let some scholar tell the story of
the spies, their report, and the terror of the people.
....8how Caleb’s eonduct on that occasion and the
promise made to him....Then trace on the map
the journeys of Isracl around the wilderness of
Paran, down to the Gulf of Elath, to Mount IHor,
sround Edom, ete., and show how all this time
Caleb was waiting for the fulfillment of the prom-
ise....Caleb’s part in the war of conquest, how he
helped in the gaining of the land, and waited until
all had been conquered before putting in his plea
..... A word-picturc of the interview between Ca-
leb and Joshua, two old men, yet strong and cour-
ageous. ... Reealling the promiscs of God—an ex-
ample for us.....The spirit of self-denial shown by
Culeb in his demand, * Give me this mountain.”
He chose the hard task, not the easy one, like
Paul and Luther and Wesley and Judson and
many missionaries....The traits of character
shown by Culeb....Show how all these traits grew
out of faith, the foundation of his character. ...
Call attention to some noble utterances of Caleb:
“I brought him word again as it was in mine
heart ;1 * T wholly followed the Lord God $ 7% The
Lord hath kept me alive;” ¢ Give me this moun-
tuin.”.....How may we be like Caleh? (1) By tell-
ing the truth; (2) By choosing for God and not
for popularity 5 (3) By seeking work for God and
not ease in his service, ete,

References,
Freesan, Ver. 2: The lot, 463,

Blackboard,

YOUR CHOICE ?

REWARD OF FAITH.

ALEB in «« TDROMISED
ANAAN FECEVES TS B0 o T ION
FOR HIS
AITHFUL
OLLOWING.
] PROMISE
GOD'S PROMISE SR,

*'Hold the beginning of our confidence stead-
fast unto the end.”

THE LORD’S REWARD.

“WELL DONE”
FOR ALL WHO

DAILY [,EARN6F GOD.
IVE FOR

' Wholly follow the Lord God of Israel,”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.
All unseen the Master walketh,
Though troubles assail,
P'recious promise.
Since Jesus is my friend,
Ile leadeth me.
The Lord will provide,
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No. 2,
God’s promises.
In heavenly love abiding.
Bringing in the sheaves.
All the way.
The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]
1. Who came to Joshua with a request for an
inheritance ! Caleb, one of the spies.
2. On what did he base his request? On the
promise made by Moses.
3. Why did Moses promise Caleb an inherit-
ance ! Goupex Texr: ¢¢ He wholly followed

the Lord God of Israel.””

4. What was the nature of the work which hig
request involved ! Difficult and dangerous,

5. What was the only help he said he needed?
That the Lord would be with him.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
48. What is the benefit of this communion?

We thereby renew our covenant with God in
Christ, offering ourselves to Him in return for thag
precious sacrifice for us which we then thankfully
commemorate.

Luke xxii. 19, 20.

B. C. 1444.)

LESSON XI. THE CITIES OF REFUGE.

[Sept. 15,

GOLDEN TEXT. Who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope

set before us.

) Authorized Version.

Josh. 20. 1-9.
[Compare Deut, 19.]

[ Commit to memory verse ¥.)

|

1 The Lorp also spake unto Josh'u-n, saying, J‘

2 Speak to the children of Is'ru-el, saying, Ap- |
point out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spuke

unto you by the hund of Mo'ses: |

8 That the slayer that killeth any person
unawares and unwittingly may flee thither: and |
they shall be your refuge from the avenger of |
blood.

4 And when he that doth flee unto onc of those
cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the
eity, and shall declare his cause in the cars of the
elders of that city, they shall take him into the city
unto them, and give him a place, that he may
dwell among them.

5 And if the avenger of blood pursue after him,
then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his
hand ; beeause he smote his neighbor unwittingly,
and hated him not beforetime.

6 And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand
before the congregation for judgment, and until the
death of the higlh priest that shall be in those days :
then shall the slayer return, and come unto his
own city, and unto his own house, unto the city
from whence he fled.

7 And they ulvpoimovl Ke'desh in Gal'i-lec in

mount Naph'tu-li, and 8he'chem in mount E'phra-
im, and Kir'jath-ar'ba which @ Il¢'bron in the
mountain of Ju'dah,

8 And on the other side Jordan by Jeri-cho
eustward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness
upoty the plain out of the tribe of Reu'ben, and
Ra'moth in Gil'e-ad out of the tribe of Gad, and
Go'lan in Ba'shan out of the tribe of Ma-nas sch,

9 These were the cities appointed for all the chil-
dren of Is'ra-el, and for the stranger thut sojourneth
among them, that whosoever killeth any person at
unawares might flee thither, and not die by the
hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood before

the congregation,

Heb. 6. 18,
Revised Version.

1 And the Lorp spake unto Josh'u-a, saying,

2 Speak to the children of  Is'ru-el, saying,
Assign you the cities of refuge, whereof 1

8 spake unto you by the hund of Mo'ses : that the
manslayer that killeth any person unwittingly
and unawares may flee thither : and they shall
be unto you for a refuge from the avenger of
blood. And he shall flee unto one of those
cities, and shall stand at the entering of the
gate of the city, and declare his cause in the
cars of the elders of that eity ; and they shull
take him into the eity unto them, and give him
a place, that he may dwell among them,  And
if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then
they shall not deliver up the manslayer into his
hand ; beeause he smote his neighbor unawares,

5 and hated him not beforetime.  And he shall
dwell in that city, until he stand before the
congregation for judgment, until the death of
the high priest that shall be in those days:
then shall the manslayer return, and come unto
his own city, and unto his own house, unto the
city from whenee he fled.  And they set apart
{e'desh in Gal'i-lee in the hill country of Naph'-
ta-1i, and She'chem in the hill country of E'phiru-
im, and Kiriath-ar'ba (the same is Ie'bron)
in the hill country of Ju'dah. And beyond the

Jor'dan at Jer'i-cho eastward, they assigned

Be'zer in the wilderness in the plain ont of the
tribe of Reu'ben, and Ra'moth in Gil'e-ad out
of the tribe of Gad, and Go'lan in Ba'shan out
of the tribe of Ma-nas'sch, These were the ap-
pointed cities for all the children of Is'ra-el, and
for the strunger that sojourneth umong them,

that whosoever killeth any person unwittingly |

might flee thither, and not die by the hand of
the avenger of blood, until he stood before the
congregation,
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TIME.—B. C, 1444, at the close of the conquest,
PLACE.—The Israclites were now at Shiloh,
the place of the tabernacle, DOCTRINAL

SUGGESTION.—The mercy of God.,

HOME READINGS.

M. The cities of refuge. Josh, 20,

Zu. Purpose expluined. Deut, 19, 1-13,
11", The luw of refuge.  Num, 35, 9-15,
7i. God our refuge,  Psalm 91,

F. A safe refuge. 2 Sam
N. True rest.  Matt, 11, ¢
S. Sure and steadfast,  Heb.

6. 18-20,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 45, New Canadian Hymnal,

Jesus, Lover of my soul.
Let me to thy bosom fly,

No. 51, New Canadian Hymnal.
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word.
No. 44, New Canadian Hymnal,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me.

Let me hide myself in thee.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Avenger of Rlood, v. 1-0.

What penalty had God pronounced aguinst mun-

glaying? (Gen. 9. 6.)

What persons were to be exempt from this pen-
alty ¢ (Exod. 21, 13,)

What provision was now made for the safity of
such persons ¢

From whom did danger threaten the fugitive ¢

Wlho were to be judges of his admission ¢

Betore whow was he to be tried ¢

On what condition was his safety assured ¢

What event restored the fugitive to perfeet
safety ¢

What event gives hope of safety to the sinner ¢

What refuge is there from the penalty of sin ¢
2. The Place of Safety, v. 7-9.

What three cities west of the Jordan were made
cities of refuge ?

Nume the three cities of the east.

To what tribes had these cities been assigncd ¢

Who besides Isruclites were admiited to these |

cities ¢

Before what great eongregation will all men be
judged ?

What is the Gopen Text?

1
»
b
1
|
<

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That men shall be held accountable for their
doings?
2. That God tempers judgment with merey ?
3. That men have a refuge in the hope sct before
them?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. The Avenger of Blood, v. 1-6.
Who told Joshua to appoint cities of refuge ¢
Who had before been thus commanded ¢
For whose safety were they appointed ?
From whom would they afford a refuge?
What example of innocent slaying does Moses
state?  (See Deut. 19, 5.)
To whom must a fugitive state his case ?
What were the elders required to do ¢
To whom should they uot give up the fugitive #
Why not?
How long must the slayer dwell there ?
Where then could he go ?
What were the elders to do with a willful mur~
dercr? (Deut. 19, 11-13.)
2. The Place of Safety, v. 7-0.
What three cities west of the Jordun were
chosen ¢
In the territory of what tribes were these cities?
What eities were seleeted east of the Jordan ¢
Within what tribes were these located ?
For whose benefit were these cities appointed ¢
Where is our only place of refuge? (Acts 4, 12,)
How only can we find safety ¥ (GorLpen Texr.)
Teachings of the Lesson,
What does this Jeson teach us about—
1. "The value of human life?
The duty of protecting the innocent ¢
8. The need that we have of a place of safety ¢

QUES’!‘IOVS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who told Joshua w ||.lt to do?

What did Le tell the children of Israel to ap-
point?

What is a city of r

Why were such places needed ?

What had God said of the man who killed an-
other! That he should be put to death.

Who was the “avenger of blood 1"

What sometimes happened ?

When is killing another murder ?

How many cities of refuge were appointed ?

What eould the innocent slayer do for safety ¢

Who would hear hix cause ?

From whom would they save him ?

What are the names of the six cities ?

Remember—
That we deserve to die for our sins.
That if we run to Jesus we shall be safe,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

Seven years have passed away since the Israelites crossed the Jordan, and now all the land of
Canaan, though not occupied, is conquered. At Beth-horon and Merom Joshua has overcome the ep-
emies upon the battlefield; at Makeddah he has placed his feet upen the necks of their prostite
kings ; over Hebron the aged Culeb has raised his flag of conquest.  The mountain region has been
possessed, save here and there a village where the Amorites are lurk'ng.  The land has been portioned
out among the tribes, Judah on the south, Ephraim in the central highlands, Nuphtali in the nortl,
and the other tribes between,  But |wtnu- Israel enters upon the possession of cities which her enemies
have builded and vineyards which they have sown, the command of the Lord concerning the cities of
refuge is to be fulfilled, The passion of revenge for bloodshed needs to be eurbed, and the rude peopleare
to be taught sclf-control and submission to law. 8ix places are sct apart in the land, to which the slayer of

his fellow-man may escape from the hand of the avenger. At the gate of the city he is to be tr

guilty, given over to death, even though he were clinging to the horns of God’s altar,  But if innocent
of evil purpose, he is to be assigned a place in the city where he may live free from the sword of his foe,
There he must remain until the high priest’s death, by which is symbolized his own. Then, in the eye
of the law no longer living, he may return to his own home. In all this we can sce a foreshadowing of
Him who is our refuge from the storms of wrath, who saves us from the just penalty of sin.

Verses 1, 2. The Lord also spake. At
the close of the war of conquest, when the land
was ready to be possessed, Unto Joshua.
Either through the high priest or by a direet im-
pression on the mind of Joshua, Speak to the
children of Israel. Joshua was directed to
confer with the people through their representa-
tives, the elders. This is one indication among
many that the theocratic government was not
despotic in form, but admitted the people to a
share in the rule. Appoint out. The Israel-
ites were to muke the selection of cities on the
west of Jordan, as those on the ecast had been
appointed during the lifetime of Moses, Cities of
refuge. Literally, ¢ cities of reception.”” Their
purpose will be explained under the next verse.
Spake . . . by the hand of Moses. “ By the
instrumentality of Moses;” the hand being the
organ for executing most purposes. The command
is given in various places, in Exodus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy, and the reference to it here
shows the truthfulness and genuineness of the
Pentateuch, here cited as a work well known,

3. That the slayer. Among all Asiatic

races is found the custom of blood revenge, by |

which the nearest relative of a murdered person is
recognized as his avenger, having the right to
slay the murderer wherever found. Such is the
universal usage among the Arabs at the present
time. The ancient custom made no distinetion
betwgen accidental killing and willful murder, so
that the institution of the cities of refuge was a
great alleviation of a custom too deeply fixed to be
entirely removed.  Killeth any person una-
wares. The city of refuge was not to screen
eriminals from justice, and thereby breed crime,
but to save the innocent from wrong and to check
sudden passion.  Hence the guilty person might

be taken out of the city, or even from the ultur
itself, and handed over to the avenger for exceu-
tion. The similar places called *asylums” by
the Greeks gave shelter to all eriminals, and Lence
became nests of abomination, like Ephesus in
Asia Minor and the precincts of certain eathe-
drals in the Middle Ages. 'The avenger of
blood. The nearest relative of the slain person,
who considered it a sacred duty to slay the wan-
slayer, and was looked upon as the officer of the
law. (1) Zhe violated law of God is an avenging

Jury, pursuing every sinner who fails to find the

only true refuge.

4. He thatdoth flee, In later Jewish times
the law was made more explicit, requiring a rond
of definite width and free from obstructions to be
built to the city of refuge, and signboards in-
seribed “ Refuge ™ to be placed at its intersection
with other roads, Stand at « « . the gate,
The gate of the city, being a shaded place arched
over by the wall, is often the place of business and
for the meeting of courts in the East. Here the
slayer was to stand for a preliminary hearing of
his caze before he could enter the city. Elders,
The heads of the fumily lines, corresponding to
chiefs of clans in Scotland, from earliest times a
ruling body among the Israclites, They shall
take him. Provided he could make his inno-
eence appear plain.  (2) Zheir refuge was for the
innocent only, but what would be the fate of the
world if God had not provided a refuge for the
quilty ?

5. Ifthe avenger . . « pursue. It wasalmost
certain that the avenger would pursue the unfortu-
nate manslayer, for such was the custom. They
shall not deliver. The slayer, if found guilty,
was surrendered, not directly to the avenger, but
to the elders of the village where the murder had
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tuken place, and by them to the avenger; so that
every precaution was taken to insure justice to
both parties.

6. He shall dwell in that city, Ie was
allowed to go one thousand cubits outside the wall,
but beyond it could be slain by the avenger,
Until he stand before the congregation.
That is, for a further trial on appeal of the case, if
it were necessary.  The congregation was probably
the general assemblage of the elders who repre-
sented all Israel,  Until the death of the
high priest. On the human side this was a
provision to alleviate the hardship of the innocent
slaye life; on the divine side, o prefigurement
of Christ, our high priest, who by his death sets
nmen free from the penalty of their sins, (3) Z%e
reality is larger than the type, as the (fospel is more
gracious than the law ; Jor Christ is a refuge for the
sinful. Then shall the slayer return. The
high priest’s death was thus regarded as re
tative, setting the man free from penalty.

(4) We
are lovked upon as dead when our substitute dies,

The Jews state that, in order that the exiles in the
city of refuge might not pray or hope for the high
priest’s death, they were presented with many
gifts by his family,

7. Kedesh. A city in the north of Palestine,
now called Kades, north of Lake Merom. The
name means “holy.” In Galilee. The word,
meaning *“ring,” was then applied to a small cirele

| itunts,

in after ages it became the name of the northern
province. Shechem. *‘Shoulder,” the ancient
city, now called Nablus, situated in the center of
Palestine, between Mounts Ebal and Gerizim,
Mount Ephraim was the designation of the hill
country in the central section, largely occupied by
the tribe of Ephraim, Kirjathearba, The an-
cient name, from the ancestor of its early inhab-
Hebron. One of the wost ancient cities
in the world, the burial pluce of the patriarchs,
and situated west of the Dead Sea,

8. On the other side. Eust of the Jordan,
Bezer. A town about twelve miles northeast of
Illeshbon. Rameoth in Gilead. An important
place, often the scene of war in Isracl's after his-
tory. llere King Ahab was slain and his son was
wounded. It is now known as Es-Salt. Golan,
A city not certainly located, but northeast of the
Sea of Galilee. Bashan was the name given to
the region east of the Sea of Galilee,

9. These were the cities. It is to be no-
ticed that these cities were all on mountains, or
near them, and in prominent positions, and were
50 located as to be accessible from all parts of the
lund.  The stranger. The foreigner sojourning
in the land was to enjoy the same privileges ns the
Israclites 5 in this respect n great advancement
upon ancient customs, which treated all forcigners
as encmies, (5) See how God was educating his
chosen people up to the knowledge of salvation for

of villages among the mountains of Naphtali, but

the Gntile world,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. And the Lord spake unto |
Joshua. This was soon after the events re- |
corded in the last lesson, or about 1444 B, (.

2. Assign you the cities of refuge, Pluces
whither any who had killed a person accidentally
might flee so as to avoid sudden death. Custom
made it lawful, indeed required, that the next of
kin should avenge the blood of a slain relative.
The purpose of this law of Moses was to secure any
innoeent man a fair trial, and to mitigate as far as
possible evils arising from such an unjust cus-
tom. Moses had already appointed three cities of
refuge on the east side of the Jordan (sce Deut. 4. |
41, 7). It has been inferred from Exod. 21, 14
that during the wandering in the wilderncss the
tabernacle served as an asylum for unfortunate
ers.  In this connection we might read the
of Adonijuh and Joab (1 Kings 1, 50, #., and
298, ).  Among certain ancient nations many
groves, altars, and temples were regarded as places
of shelter for all fugitives,  According to Tacitus

this encouraged eriminals and fostered orime. The
temple of Diana was a fumous asylum for law-
breakers, This very ancient custom ¢ passed very
early into Christianity,” and continued in many
places throughout the Middle Ages. Blood revenge

is still practiced in Arabia, Persia, Abyssinia, and,
in a modified form, in Sardinia and Sicily, and
something very similar in some portions of the
United States of America. Whereof I spake
unto you by the hand of Moses. In Nuu. 35.
6 we read that out of the forty-cight cities given to
the Levites six were to be eities of refuge (see also
Exod. 21. 13; Deut. 19. 2). Levitical, or priestly,
cities were sclected for places of refuge because
greater fairness and justice could be expected from
the rulers of a city under the direct control of the
priests of Jehovah,

3. That the manslayer that killeth any
person unwittingly, Tlese cities were not in-
tended to protect eriminals, willful murderers, or
desperate outlaws, but simply to afford those who
had taken life unintentionally a fuir trial before
unprejudiced judges. The penalty for willful mur-
der, under the Mosaic law, was death (Num. 35,
31,77.). Avenger of blood. Goel, rendered
“avenger,” is the word usually translated * re-
deemer.”  The duties of a goel were fourfold : (1)
To redeem forfeited property (Lev. 25, 25); (2) to
ransom a relative from slavery (25, 48, £.); (3) to
revenge the blood of a slain relative, as here ; and
(4) to marry the widow, if childless, of a deceased
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brother, The first and fourth of these duties were
performed by Bonz (Ruth 4. 4, 5). The redeemer,
or avenger, was generally the nearest relutive.  His
duties coincided, to some extent, with those of a
guardian in our country.

4. Shall stand at the entering of the
gate, On the inside, until his case could be in-
vestiguted. The term * gate,” like the Greek
agora, or Roman forum, is equivalent to our court of
justice, * Sublime porte ™

means sublime, or high- |

wate, that is, the gute of the sultan’s palace, where |

justice was administered. Business of various
kinds was transacted at the gate (see Deut, 16, 185
Job 5. 4; Ruth 4. 1, 2). And declare his
cause in the ears of the elders of that city.
The elders were at first the oldest men in the sev-
erul familics or clans—the chiefs, In the course
of time the idea of age did not enter into the mean-
ing of the word, for elder simply meuns a repre-
sentative, like our words alderman, senator, and

presbyter.  And they shall take him into
the city. After due investigation, and convinced

of the unintentional nature of his offense, they
may permit him to reside under their legal protec-
tion.

5. They shall not deliver up the man=
slayer into his hand.
was found guilty, he was delivered to the authori-
ties of the distriet from which he was a fugitive.

6. He shall dwell in that city. Must not
go out of the preseribed limits, else the avenger
could kill him (sce Num. 35. 26, f#., and Deut. 19,
1-6). Until he stand before the congrega=

In case, however, he |

tion. The word * congregation ” probably denotes |
greg

the elders eollectively, something like our town or
city council. Before this body he was to be tried
impartially, and retried in case additional evi-
dence against him might be obtained. Until
the death of the high priest. This, in most
cases, would allow sufficient time for passion to
die out and for reason to return to the irute aven-
ger. The origin of this custom is to be ought in
the practice of liberating certain eriminals at the
death of a king or ruler, especially when a new
dynasty assumed control,  In a certain sense the
high priest was the chief ruler in Israel during the
theoeracy.

7. They set apart. They ranctified or set
apart for a sacred purpose. Kedesh, This was
in the extreme north, four miles almost direetly
west of Lake Merom, and about twenty miles from
Tyre. The word * Kedesh,” like * Kadesh,” signi-
fies g sanctuary. The place is #till known as
Kades. Shechem. In Samaria between Mounts
Gerizim and Ebal, This city was very central and
one of commanding influence. Its present name is
Nablus, that is, Neapolis or New City.
Ephraim. This was the name of the hilly dis-
trict around Shechem, Kiriathearba. That is,
city of Arba, the father of the Anakimi, Hee

bron. This was near the southern border of (y-
naun.  See last lesson.

8. And beyond the Jordan at Jericho
eastward. In the original there is no prep-
osition before the word Jericho. The probable
meaning is: On the east side of the Jordan, over
against, or opposite, Jericho. Bezer in the
wilderness. Wilderness is used in the sense of
sparsely inhabited country. Bezer was in the
tribe of Reuben, a little north of the river Arnon,
some ten miles east of the Dead Sea. Ramoth,
Ramoth denotes heights. It was a well-fortified
place and played an nnpnr!nm part in Jewish his-
tory (sec 1 Kings 4. 133 1-37; 2 Kings 8, u5;
0, 1-6), It is now called Es-Salt. Gilead wus
the name given to that portion of the Holy Land,
on the cast of the Jordan, extending from the
Dead Sea to the Sea of Galilee. Golan was in
the tribe of Munassch. Its exact loeation, how-
cver, is not known. Bashan. Rather a vague
designation for some territory east of the Jordun,
From the conneetion here it is evident that it was
immediately north of Gilead.

9. And for the stranger that sojourneth
among them. The word “stranger” refers to
non-Israclites of all kinds, such as the slaves, the
remnant of the tribes which were not utterly
destroyed by the llebrews on entering Canaun,
and the mixed multitudes who went out of Egypt
with them, as well as all those who joined them on
the march, There were no less than one hundred
and fifty-three thousand xix hundred such people
in the time of Solomon (sce 2 Chron, 2, 17).  This
ordinance regarding the rights of strangers shows
the Mosaic legislation in a very favorable light.

Cities of refuge, nccording to post-biblical Jewish
authoritics, were casy of access. The roads lead-

Q.

| ing to them were always in good repair; they had

| to be about fift)

feet wide, and suitable bridges
were to be built over the streams.  Finger posts
with the word * Refuge ' written upon them were
erected on all crossroads, so that the fugitive
should waste no time in inquiry about the way.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Christ our Refuge.

I. A DiviNeLy Arpointen REFUGE,

Wheregr' 1 spake. v. 1, 2.

Before the foundation. 1 Peter 1, 20.
The eternal purpose. Eph. 3. 11,
1I. A REFUGE ¥oR SINNERS,

That killeth unawares. v. 3.
Christ....for the ungodly. Rom. 5. 6.
Loved us....dead in sins. Eph, 2. 4, 5.

111, Tue OxLy ReFvek.

Flee unto one. v. 4.

None other name. Acts 4. 12,
One mediator, 1 Tim, 2. 5,
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of Cy- IV. A Secvre Rerver, Faster, fuster !
Not deliver the slayer. v, b, The avenger of blood is on his tr:
ot del the slag Ti I blood 1
'richo Secret place. . ..refuge. Psalm 01, 1, 2, Ony on, in fear, in agony !
) - No evil befull thee, Psalm 1. ¥, 10, le stays not in the plain, but runs for yonder
obuble V. Ax Exvurine ReFvee, hill 3 and yet he hides not in cave or hollow, but
1, over Until the death. . . Kigh priest, v, 6. gains the summit to eross it, and then, away !
N the e ever liveth. 1leb, 7. 25, He waits not for the morrow's sun, but after
‘use of A priest forever, 1leb, 7. 17, scanty sleep in the protecting shadow of the night
in the VI. AN AccessinLe Rerver, lurries on over the rocks, ucross the open fields,
Arnon, These were the cities, v, 9, along loncly bypaths, on and on.  Long hefore
moth, Not fur from every one. Acts 17, 27, duybreak he is flecing away. When the sun
ortified The word is nigh thee, Rowm, 10, 8, rises, its first beams light up that solitury, anxious
h his- VIL Tue Usiversar Revvok. fugitive,
L H Childrven of Isvael.. . .stranger, v. 9, Faster, fuster!
id was No difference between, Rom. 10, 1¢, What does hie see before him ¢
- Land, Whoscever will, Rev. 22, 17, O liow e weleomes the view of a city—of sturdy .
om the waulls and rising towers—und low glad the sight
was in | of that open gate !
y how- Thoughts for Young People. | Ttisacity of refuge.
L vague The Divine Plan of Salvation. | It may be Kedesh in Galilee, or Shechem in
Jordan, 4 | Mount Ephrai r Kirjath-arba in the mountai
it W 1. God provides a plan of salvation before the | 'l." ik Bphrsin, o Ll SR i S
it was o : > | of Judah, or Bezer in the w ilderness, or Ramoth in
need of it has transpired. (Vemse 1,) i e . i . vl
9 > I e P el Gilead, or Golan in Bashun, No matter what ; it is
2. The plan of salvation is divine in its origin, A g o

irneth § % 5 . g | acity of refuge.

4 coming from God aud not from men. (Verses e VA " .
ofers to 1, .) Onee within the open gate, and he is safe,
@8, oo % " x § Jut, ¢ i r e sees the avenger
es, the » God's plan of salvation recognizes man's Bu ,'dmncmg to turn, he sees the avenger of
utterly blood !

v,

unaan,
" Egypt
hem on

danger, and requires man to realize it,  (Verses
2, 3.)
« God’s plan of sulvation requires man to get

What wrath in that face !
The avenger brandishes his spear,
Ile throws it. It smites the earth at the fugi-

undred "]“v]{';': f:ncu[;et lrmnvd:lnge;, 4""‘] to act before it tive's feet, and, making one more frantie ctfort, he
il B toC N EISCS . . o .
people BB ( > "u A ) o | springs for the open gate and falls beyond the
This 5. God’s plan of r-‘ul\unan requires that man in [ threshold, safe, safe! The avenger turns away
T dunger from t!na offended law n]ll'l", in escaping, | disappointed, batfled, and slowly retreats beyond
bt pursue a certain fixed und unvarying course if he =
fht.

| the hills,

The elders of the city are there at the open gate,
They hear the fugitive’s story. _They receive him,
They grmt him a dwelling place among their
homes.  Day afterday goes by, month after month,

Jewish would be saved, (.\'erne 4..) )

s leads 6. God’s plan of salvation requires that man, to
X be saved, must not only look toward the refuge

ey had provided, but enter it. (Verses 4, 5.)

« God’s plan of sulvation requires not only

bridges

r posts 1 hall ) f ided. | perhaps year ufter year. The fug*ive sojourns
' ntel s reflige M & " 4 ’

m were VIREANNL Shp ‘.( "?( ';,‘ 10 TEINES. Proviied, RK e | e 4T} s Watand: bafore the congregation for

fugitive Ll BB Jjudgment,” until *the death of the high priest,”

vay.

Then he is a free man !

Aguin he is at liberty to go where he pleases, and
none ean harm him. Onee more lie is outside the
city. This time he goes from it. He hurries in
his joy, but he does not ever run in fear. IHe
smiles. e is going home.

At last he spies the old homestead. There are
{ the beautiful ficlds of green. There are the vines
| and the olive trees, And look ! Ilis wife and his
children have seen him coming, and they fly down
the road to meet him. Ile is home, home again,
and no avenger of blood ean harm him.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

ine, 1o, a man is running !
Ie is in trouble,
He is leaving his pleasant ficlds, his vineyard,
the old olive trees his ancestors planted.
Ie runs harder and harder.
Will he not first tuke leave of his wife, his chil-
dren, it he is in trouble ?
Home is our first place of refuge when in trouble,
The man, though, runs faster. Once he turns
round, and what an anxious fuce he turns !
' Anyone chasing this runaway ?
Yes, tne avenger of blood.,
This fugitive slew & man, e did it not delib- The Greeks and Romans recognized the jus asyli,
erately, not willfully, but he did it, and now he | or right of shelter. for all eriminals, even, perhaps,
flees for his life. state eriminals. These were sacred groves, tem-

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
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ples, and altars. Reaching these or their precinets
for considerable space around, the person had im-
munity from his pursuer. The temple of ¢ Diana
of the Ephesians ™ was one of these; the city of
Daphne, near Antioch, another. These sanctuaries
were greatly multiplicd, until justice was well-nigh
entirely defeated, and Tiberius reformed the usage.
Moses only established seven such places, and for
a single erime, and that only for temporary arrest
till investigotion was had, when, it the person was
free from intentional murder, he was protected so
long as he stayed in the city or its precinets, which
extended to a thousand yards round the walls. Iie
was provided with quarters and put in a way to
make his own living, some one being assigned to
teach him a trade if he had none, Fromsome unac-
countable, but probably symbolie, reason this pro-
teetion extended ouly during the lifetime of the
high priest who was the ineumbent when the man-
slayer arrived. After the death of that official the
right of the avenger to take life ccased, all elaim
against him ended, and he was free to go where he
pleased. It is casy to sce, thus, that the death of
the high priest might be a desirable oceurrence to
the manslayer, thus protected but imprisoned. Ile
might be tempted to pray for or seeretly induce
his death, Whether from this eause or some
other, it was incumbent on the mother of the high
priest to feed and clothe the manslayer after he
once wus declared innocent of intentional erime,
If he died, his bones were handed over to relatives
after the death of the high priest, to be buried in
his father's sepulelier.  In later Jewish history
this right of asylum was informally recognized
when any eriminal seized the horns of the altar in
the tabernacle or temple, just as the early Chris-
tian Church came to afford asylum under Constan-
tine and suceeeding emperors, until it was so
abused that it prevented the operations of justice,
It was not till 14587, in England, that it was de-
claved that if thicves, robhers, and murderers who
had taken refuge in sanctuaries should sally forth
from them to commit fresh offences, sheltet and
protection should not again be afforded them, and
it was not till 1697 that this system of shelter was
ultimately abolished in England. In papel coun-
tries shelter was extended to houses, gardens, and
other places under the jurisdiction of churches,
T'his tendeney to transfer power from the magis-
trate to the priesthood ultimately broke the whole
thing down,

We find one peculiar usage of the Ilcbrews, The
rabbinieal writings say it was obligatory to keep
the rouds leading to these cities of refuge in excel-
lent order, so that not so much as an obstacle
against which one might strike a foot while run-
ning should be on them,  All streams were to be
bridged, and the bridges kept in the best condition,
These roads must be thirty-two cubits, or about
fifty feet,in width ; there was not to be a rise of so

much as a hillock, and at every doubtful place di-
rections were posted in the form of a great sign
marked ** Refuge.”

Another marked difference between Moses’s law
and other customs is that the murder, whether
from accident or of purpose, could never be con-
pounded for money, as is customary with Arabs
still and allowed by the Koran. If money were
received and the eriminal released on that ac-
count, whether he were & malicious or an ignorant
murderer, it made the whole land unclean,  Aguin,
the law of Moses limited revenge to the person of
the murderer. Thus it differed widely from the
fierce lawlessness of the modern Arabs,  The
Bedouin has for ages made murder the case of the
whole tribe, every member of the family and tribe
of the murdered man being bound to avenge his
death, Thus bloody and long-continued feuds on a
large scale have been perpetuated from generation
to generation.

Dr. Thomson says there is to-day neither city nor
shrine among Arabs whose sanctity affords a refuge
to one fleeing for dear life, and yet the law of re-
taliation remains in all its vigor and is executed
with energy. As a sort of substitute for this pro-
vision, there is the family eompact, or treaty of ul-
liance, offensive and defensive. 'When a man flee-
ing for his life reaches any of these allies, he is safe,
Tiiese compaets are extended over all the land.
The partics to the compact are bound to stand
by each other in all cases of need, join in all quar-
rels, afford shelter to all who flee to them, es-
pecially to render aid in eases of manslaughter,
pass the person on from hidingto hiding, or sccure,
if possible, n moncy compound for the wrong of
theslayer. Ifthe real murderercannot be reacaed,
they claim the right to murder any member of the
family, then any relative, and finally any member
of the blood confederation.

By Way of Illustration.

The sacredness of life. Alone among the nations
stood Israel in the value set upon human life. It
sucred book enjoined its worth, From the eorliest
martyr the precept was given, ‘Thou shalt not
kill.”  One of the ehief truths included in the sue-
rifice of Isaac was the fact that even the father had
no right to tuke the life of his child. For the first
time it dawned upon the father of the faithful
thut to sacrifice does not mean to slay. The value
of life increases in ratio with the belief in God and
immortality. Greeee with all her learning was far
behind,  Aristotle and Plato both advised put-
ting to death the young and sickly among chil-
dren. Seneea advised the drowning of disabled
children—a course that Cicero commended,
Heathenism gives but a dark history.  On all
sides God guards the soul in its struggle to live.—
Dr, D. 0. Mears.

of th
and

gives
kill.?
The |
as th
watel
woul
disor

Go
pietu:
whicl
wnen
m wl
eseap
rushe
with
“They
rushe
overt:
thres
and, |
Stain
blood
emble
himse
$0 Wit
ll\\'lly
Chris
Justic
the se
will n

in me,

Ith
Were ¢
times
to en
countr
towar
the di
bypatl
fortres
army |
tense
that it
of the
him by
enemie
tians,
freedor
60 mal
are tu
Arnot.

Prin

and del



. 18,
ce di-
b sign

's law
1ether
con
Arabs
were
Wb ae-
orant
\gain,
on of

| tribe
re his
sona

ration

ty nor
refuge
of re-
reuted
S pro-
of ul-
n flee-
s safe,
land.
stand
quar-
n, es-
chter,
I re,
ng of
ached,
of the
ember

ations
e, Its
orliest
Wt not
1€ Sue-
er had
1e first
withful
: value
d and
vas far
1 put-
g chil-
sabled
ended.
On all
live.—

Sept. 15.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Verse 5. God looks at the thoughts and intents |

of the heart, Divine law recognizes the intention,
and Christian civil law, founded on divine law,
gives penalty in proportion to the **intent to

kill.” He that hateth his brother is a murderer, |

The heart is the real man, and God looks at that,

as the bacteriologist would examine the spring it
water was found to be poisoned, or as the jeweler |

would examine the muinspring if a wateh was
disordered.

Golden Text. 1saw the other day a remarkable

picture.  An offender had committed a érime for |

which he must die, but it was in the oiden tin
wnen churches were considered to be sg

m which eriminals might hide themsel
escape from death.  Sce the transgressor! Ie
rushes toward the chureh ; the guards pursue him
with their drawn swords athirst for his blood !
They follow him even to the chureh door. He
vushes up the steps, and just as they are about to
overtake him and hew him in pieces on the
threshold of the church, out comes the bishop,
and, holding up the cross, he cries, ** Back, buck !

Stain not the precinets of God’s house with |

blood.” The fierce soldicers at once respect the
«emblem and retire, while the poor fugitive hides
himselt behind the robes of the bishop, It is even
so with Christ.  The guilty sinner flies straight
away to Jesus, and, though Justice pursues him,
Christ lifts up his wounded hands and cries to
Justice, “Stand back! I shelter this sinnery in
the secret place of my tabernacle do T hide him; 1
will not suffer him to perish, for he puts his trust
in me."—Spurgeon.

It has been found that when adjoining countries
were at enmity a trembling fugitive would some-
times mistake the fortress for a prison and refuse
to enter in. A single soldier in an encmy’s
country was crossing a plain and hastily making
toward a castle whose battlements appeared on
the distant sky. A native joined him from a
bypath and asked his destination, *'To yonder
fortress,” says the soldier, * where my king's
army lies in strength.” The stranger, under pre-
tense of friendship, endeavored to persuade him
that it was a prison.  He was really an emissary
of the enemy sent to detain the fugitive and turn
him back from the place of refuge.  So say God’s
encmies to those who think they will be Chris-
tians, *“You are going into a prison. Thereisno
freedom nor enjoyment in a Christian life.” And
60 many, listening to the words of their enemies,
are turned back from their blessed Refuge,.—
Arnot.

Prince Albert, who had highest honor and glory

And defense of arms, sang when dying,

*“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

ctuaries |

%, and so |

Let me hide myself in thee,”

Blackboard.

REFUGE.

ISRAEL’'S | .. MY
REFUGE
IN

ERTAIN | HRIST
ITIES, RUCIFIED,

A REFUGE FOR ALL.
‘“COME.”

“The Lord also will be a refuge . . .
in times of trouble.”

WAGES OF SIN. | GIFT OF GOD.
DEATH. LIFE.
ESCAPE

FROM
DEATH unTOo _LIFE

EALIZING
ECOGNIZING

"“Lay hold on the hope set- before us.”

BY
ANGER.
L B i

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Sketch bricfly the events of the conquest of
Canaan, and refer to the division of the land. ...
Draw the map, and show the location of the cities
of refuge. ... Explain the system of blood revenge,
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and how this institution was a relief and improve-
ment....8how the requirements of the plan of
what it demanded of the manslayer....

Wherein was the city of refuge an illustration of
Christ? (See ** Analytical and Biblieal Outline.”
+...Wherein was the refuge of the city different
from that of Christ ?

References.
Freeuan, Ver. 4: The gate a place of justice,
199,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Come, ye sinners,

Come to Jesus,

Come to the fountain,
Come unto me,

From every stormy wind,

Yes, Jesus is mighty to s
O what amazing words of gruce,
1 am sheltered in thee.

The Lesson Catechism.
[¥or the entire school.]

1. For whom were the cities of refuge appointed 2
For the innocent slayer of a man.

2. From whom was the innocent manslayer to
find refuge?  From the avenger of blood.

3. llow long was he to remain in the city ¢
Until the death of the high priest.

4. Ilow many cities of refuge were chosen?
Six 3 three each side of the Jordan.

5. Who is our refuge? Christ.

6. What is the Gorpexy Texr? ¢ Who have
fled for refuge to lay hold vpon the hope
set before us.””

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

49. What further end is answered thereby?

We renew our covenant of union with ourfellow-
Christians as well as with God.

50. Have we any other object in view?

We declare before the world our faith in the
death of Christ as the only atonement for sin.

-

B. C. 1427.] LESSON XII. JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT. [Sept. 22.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we
obey. Josh, 24, 24,

Authorized Version.
Josh. 24, 1425,

[Comnit to memory verses
22-24.]

[Study conneetion in chap. 24.]

14 Now therefore fear the Lorp, and serve him
in sincerity und in truth : and put away the gods
which your futhers served on the other side of the
flood, and in E'gypt ; and serve ye the Lonn,

15 And if it scem cvil unto you to serve the
Lorp, choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the ‘gods which your fathers served
that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods
of the Am'o-rites, in whose land ye dwell: but as
for me and my house, we will serve the Lonrb,

16 And the people answered and suid, God for-
bid that we should forsake the Lorp, to serve other
gods

17 For the Lorp our God, he it i that brought
us up and our fathers out of the land of F'gypt,
tfrom the house of bondage, and which did those
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the
way wherein we went, and among all the people
through whom we passed :

18 And the Lonn drave out from before us all
the people, even the Am'o-rites whieh dwelt in the
lumlp: therfore will wealso serve the Lorn ; for he
@x our God.

19 And Josh'u-a said unto the ple, Ye can-
not serve the Lorn: for he ds a holy God: he s a

Revised Version.

14 Now therefore fear the Lonrp, and serve hin in
sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods
which your futhers served beyond the River,

5 and in E'gypt; andserve ye the Loro,  And if
it seem evil unto you to serve the Lonn, choose
you this day whom ye will serve ; whether the
gods which your fathers served that were
beyond the River, orthe gods of the Am'o-rites,
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Loro.  And the peo-
ple answered and said, God forbid that we
should forsake the Lonp, to serve other gods;
for the Lorn our God, he it is that brought us
and our futhers up out of the land of E'vvpt,
from the house of bondage, and that did those
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all
the wherein we went, and among all the
peoples through the midst of whom we passed :
and the Lorn drave out from before us all the
peoples, even the Aw'o-rites which dwelt in the
land : therefore we also will serve the Lorp;

19 for he is our God. And Josh'u-a suid unto the
people, Ye cannot serve the Lowrp; &r heisan
holy God ; he is a jealous God ; he will not for-

20 give your transgression nor your sins, If ye
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jealous God 3 he will not forgive your transgres-
sions nor your sins,

20 If ye forsake the Lorn, and serve strange
gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and con-
sume you, after that he hath done you good.

21 And the l'u-nrlc said unto Josh'u-a, Nuy; but
we will serve the Lorp,

22 And Josh'u-a suid unto the people, Ye ar
witnesses against yourselves that yve have chosen
you the Lo, to serve him.  And they said, We
are witnesses,

Now thercfore put away, said ke, the strange |

gods which are among you, and ineline Your heart
unto the Lorn God ot Is'ru-cl,
24 And the people said unto Josh u-a, The Lonn
our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey,
25 8o Josh'u-a made a covenant with the people
that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance
in She'chens,

ME.—B. C. 1427, PLACE.—Shechem, |

between Mounts Ebal and  Gerizim. DOCe
TRINAL SUGGESTION.—Tle holiness of
God, .

HOME READINGS,

M. Joshua renewing the covenant. Josh. 24, !

14-25,
u. The stone of witness,  Josl, 24, 26-31,
. Oceasion of the covenant,  Josh, 24, 1-13,
. Joshua's exhortation,  Josh 1-10,

Warning against disobedience,  Josh, 23, |

11-16.
Persuasion to  faithfulness, 1 Sam, 12,
20-25,

S. The better covenant. Ieb, 8, 7-183.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 213, New Canadian Hymnal.

Be it my only wisdom here.
To serve the Lord with filial fear,

No. 216, New Canadian Hymnal,

Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee.

No. 218, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, thou Fount of every blessing.
Tune my heart to sing thy grace.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Appeal, v. 14, 15,

Prepare in writing, if possible, a brief story (a |

tiny sketeh) of Joshua's life,
Read the whole twenty-fourth chapter of
Joshua,

What Kkind of service was urged upon the |

Lsraelites ¢
What duty was enjoined upon them?
Find allusions to * strange gods " in connection

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, H38

forsuke the Lokp, and serve strange frods, then

21 after that he hath done you good. And the
people said unto Josh'u-u, Nay ; bue we will

22 serve the Lonrp.  And Josh'u-a suid unto the
people, Ye ure witnesses against yourselves that
ye have chosen you the Lonrn, to serve him.
And they said, We are witnesses. Now there-
fore put away, said ke, the strange gods which
arc among you, and incline your heart unto the
Lonrn, the God f Is'ra-el.  And the people said
unto Josh'u-a, The Lorn our God will we serve,
and unto his voice will we hearken, 8o Josh'-
u-u made a covenant with the people that day,
and set them a statute and an ordinance in
She'eliem,

1[ he will turn and do you evil, and consume you,
f g
|

with the early history of the Israelites and their
ancestors,  (Deut, 32, 175 Josh, 24, 143 Gen, 35,
2; Psalm 106, 57.)

Between what fulse gods did Joshua give them
choice ?

What was his own determination ?

What is your ehoice t
2. The Promise, v, 16-21.

What decision did the people make?  (GoLpen
TexT.)

Whut reasons for this chioioe were given ?

Against what Kind of serviee did Joshua warn
the people 2 (Matt, 6, 24.)

Of what particular xin Lad they been guilty at
Sinni? (Exod, 82, 8,)

What character does Joshun aseribe to the
Lord?

What would be the eonsequence of departure
from his serviee?

What was the decision after this w arning ?
3. The Testimony, v.

What aet of consceration was required by

| Joshua?

In what words did the people rencew their cove-
nant ?

How was a remembrance of it secured 2

Compare this covenant of Joshua with the cove-
nant of Moses, and with the aets of Samuel in
1 Sum. 7.

Compare it with such pledges of renewed loyalty
as all Christians are expected to make in conseera-
tion meetings, watch-night serviees, and espe-
cially at the Lord’s Supper,

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. That the service of God means complete sur-
render?
2, That the service of God secures his favor ?
3. That the memories of past mercies should ime
pel to present service ?
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE Where was the covenant made ?
SCHOLARS. . Where did Joshua record the covenant?
1. The Appeal, v. 14, 15, (Verse26) .
Where did Joshua gather the Israelites? | What memoriul did he sct up?
(Verse 1) Teachings of the Lesson,
What history did he recite to them? (Verses
2-13.)
Who made this appeal, and to whom wus it
made ¢
To whose service were the people called ?
What were they asked to put away ?
What were they called upon to decide ?
Between whom must the choice be made ? SCHOLARS.
What was Joshua’s decision ? | Who called the children of Israel to Shechem ¢
What patriarch had won praise for doing this? Why did he want to speak to them ?
(See Gen. 18, 19,) What did he tell them first ¢
2. The Promise, v, 16-21. Why did he say they ought to serve the Lord ¢
What promise of fidelity did the people make ¢ ‘What did he tell them to put away ¢
What four great things had God done for | What did he say they must choose ?
them? | Whent
To what service did they pledge themselves ¢ ‘Whom did Joshua choose to serve ?
What service did Joshua say was impossible ? What did the people say #
What reason did he give ? Are there idols which are not wood and stone?

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That we must choose some service ¢
2. That we ought to choose God’s service ?
8. That we should be faithful in his serviee?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER

What penalty would fall on such us forsook What did Joshua tell the people
God? Why 'does God want the whole heart! He
only is holy.
What did Joshua make with the people? (Josh,
24, 26, 27.)

What reply did the people make?

How many times did they make this promise
3. The Testimony, v. 22-25,

‘Whom did Joshua call as witnesses !

What two demands did he make ¢ {

What renewed promise did the people make? = (Josh. 23.10.)
(Govrvex Texr.) 1t you forsake God, trouble and sorrow will fol-

How did Joshua bind them to this promise ¢ low you. (Josh. 24. 20.)

Remember—
If you side with God, you shall be strong.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.

The war of conquest is now a recollection of the past, and the children of Israel are scattered to their
homes in the land. Joshua is now an old man, soon to ascend from the scencs of his triumphs to the
companionship of his great leader in heaven. But his eager eyes perceive the gathering dangers which
will break all too soon upon his people after his depurture and the hidden evils which poison their
national life. He knows that concealed among the people are hereditary tendencies to idol worship,
cherished seeretly through all the centuries of their history, and now, from the contact of the native
tribes yet dwelling in Israel, soon to break forth into open sin,  Ile knows how prone is the heart of
man to forget the mercies of God, and how necessary are all influences which shall keep God ever before
their eyes. Therefore, as his last publie act, the aged general now ealls all Israel to an assembly, where
he reviews God’s dealings with his people during all the centuries of their history. Ile renews their
vows of fidelity to their God, and, as a visible token, plants a monumental stone under the very oak
where Abraham built his first altar on entering the land, and where Jacob had renewed the covenant
long afterwurd.  Upon that sacred spot the oaths of faithfulness are repeated, and the venerable chief-
tain lays down the authority which he reecived from Moses so long hefore, Followed by the love of the
people, he goes to his own home on the hills of Ephraim, there to remain a few honored years, and then
to enter the goodly fellowship above.

Verse 14. Now therefore. Joshua has been | and respect on the other, but a feeling of reverence

enumerating the grounds for their gratitude to God.
Fear the Lord. No one word expresses pre-
cisely the Bible meaning of this term. It does not
mean terror nor awe on the one hand, nor regard

leading to obedience. Serve him in sincerity.
Professedly the Israelites were servants of God.
but their service was mixed with superstitioa or
weakened by neglect.  Joshua urges them to be

Sep
whol
1dola
migh
wWors
heatl
Gen,
earric
Laba
river
their
Israel
resul
worsl
The
name
(1) X
pepl
G
1
3 G«
e,
Pulest
resent
both s
cnpied
that i
their |
and
family
Juther
16-
elde
horre
thems
oblig
step of
in beh
of the
ters s
tians,
Drive
the na
fore th
weakel
has do
greatly
19.
conrig
will, ¢
Ye ca

Let e
this ch

Vers
gathere
Sheche
goodne
back t



tnant ?

hem ¢

Lord ¢

stone !
¢ He

(Josh,

strong.

rill fol-

0 their
to the
which
n their

orship,
native
eart of

r before
y Where
8 their

ok

venant

e chief-

e of the

nd then

verence
erity.
of God.
tioa or
n to be

SUNDAY |

Sept. 22.]

whole hearted and loyal. Put away the gods.
Idolatry still lurked among the Israclites, us
might have been expected, since they cume of idol-
worshiping ancestors and were surrounded by
heathen peoples.  Your fathers served. From
Gen. 3L 19 it appears that Jacob's favorite wife
curried away the * household gods of her father
Laban.”  Other side of the flood. The great
river Euphrates, on the east of which had lived
their ancestors,  In Egypt. The stay of the
Isruclites in Egypt during several generations liad
resulted in their adoption of Egyptian objcets of
worship, as the idolutry of the golden calf showed,

SCHOOL BANNER.

The Lord. In Iicbrew, “Jehovah,” the great |
name by which God revealed himselfto his]n-op]:-. |

(1) liow deeply lurks the poison of sin in God's
peple! (2) How strange that a people who have
God should turn after idols!

15. Seem evil. Undesirable, Choose you.
(3) God accepts only afree service of the will of
man.  Amoritess  One of the prineipal races in
Pulestine before the conquest, here named as rep-
resenting all.  They lived in the mountuins on
both sides of the Jordan, while the Canaanites oc-
cupied the lowlands.  In whose land.
that if the gods of the Amorites could not save
their people they were unworthy of Isruel, Me
and my house. Joshua, in behalf of hLis own
fumily, speaks as its head. (4) Jow much a

Juther ean do to influence his family toward God!

16=18. The people. Assembled with their
eders.  God forbid. An expression of utter ab-
horrence.  Forsake the Lord. They recognize
themsclves a8 belonging to the Lord and under
obligation to serve him. Brought us up. 'y
step of the pilgrimage showed God’s power exerted
in hehalf of Isracl.  Great signs. The rending
of the sea and the river, the ficry cloud, the wa-
ters supplied, ete. Preserved us. From Egyp-
tians, Amalekites, and Edomites in their journey.
Drave ont. It is evident from various texts that
the native races had suffered some calamitics be-
fore the arrival of the Israclites, which had greatly
weakened them, He is our God. Since God
has done such great things for Isruel, Israel should
greatly serve God,

19. Joshua said. His aim was not to dis-
courage the people, but to awaken their strongest
will, by showing the difficulties of the serviee,

|
A ling |

v

35

or in any halt-hearted state of the will. Holy
od. He is pure and hates sin; hence none can
serve God while loving evil, Jealous God.
Everywhere the Scriptures represent the relation
between God und his people as that of a husband
and wife, with the strongest obligutions to con-
staney, (5) God demands the undivided affection.
Will not forgive. Ruther, “ will not overlook,”
or “tolerate.” (6) Mt isa great mistake to imagine
that God cares but little Jor the individual acts af
men,

20. Strange gods,  Ilebrew, “gods of the
stranger or foreigner "—the idols worshiped by
other nations.  He will turn. Not that God’s
character is fickle, but that he is ever the same in
hate of sin and love of righteousness, Therefore,
when man turns, God will turn from gentleness to
severity, Consame you. Punish you. After
+ + « done you good, Notwithstanding all his
pust mercies, God will punish those who reject
them. (7) 2t is dangerous to tamper with religious
privileges,

21, 22. We will serve. They pledged them-
selves to be fuithful to God, notwithstanding all
the diffieultics in his service. 'Witnesses against
yourselves, ** This promise will stand on record
as a testimony aguinst you if you prove unfaith-
ful.”

23. Put away . . . the strange gods.

| Through all the years of the wandering and the

Ye cannot. Cannot by your own power only,

CRITICAL

Let every scholar read carcfully the first part of
this chapter,

Verse 14. Now therefore. Joshun had
gathered the representatives of the people at
Shechem, and in his final speech recalled God's |
goodness toward them and their futhers even
back to the time when Terah dwelt beyond the

conquest idolatry was maintained in secret. Once,
indeed, it rose to power when the golden calf was
erected, and though then put down relentlessly, its
clements were still in existence.  Now that peace
and rest had come, espeeially in aland full of idola~
trous reminiscences, and with many of its people
remuining among the Israelites, there was danger
of its arising to new strength. Incline your
heart, (8) The heart, rather than the mind, has
the secret of power.

24, 25. The people said. For the third
time repeating the vow.  Will we obey. They
promised that the Lord should be their God and
his word their law. Made a covenant. An
agreement, solemnly ratified by all the people,
containing a vow of consecration to God’s service,
In Shechem. The place where the law had been
read at the beginning of the campaign, and now
choxen as well on account of its hallowed recollee-
tions us of its central location.

NOTES.

River (see verse 3). Fear the Lord. Not
with slavish dread, but with filial reverence.
Consider  his  greatness, the infinite distance
between him and you.  Honor and respeet him in
such a way that you cannot disobey. “Tlhe fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, " Serve him
in sincerity, Rather, “in integrity,” or * with
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an undivided heart.”” Sineerity is derived from two
Latin words, meaning ** without” and “wax:"
sincere therefore means “pure honey.” Put
away the gods which your fathers served
beyond the River, The River, without question,
is theEuphrates, as in Gen, 31,21, Though the an-
cestors of Abraham were polytheists, it is not
known what gods they worshiped. Laban puid
adoration to some idol forms, called teraphim
which Rachel stole (Gen, 31, 19), and carried with
her, as JEneas, when in search of 1 new home, took
his penates. 1t is impossible to suy how extensive
such idolatrous worship was among the Ilebrews,
though it erops out at various periods in their his-
tory (see Lev. 17. 73 Judg. 17. 55 18, 205 L
Sam. 15. 23; 19. 13: 2 Kings 23, 24; losea 8. 4).
In Egypt. The Hebrews carried their religion
with them into Egypt, but probably while in that
country adopted some Egyptian practices. In the
main, however, their worship would be Semitie
rather than Egyptian. And yet we read in Ezek.
20, %, “ Defile not yoursclves with the idols of
Egypt.” (See Amos 5. 26.) It is not probable that
the people were at this time deeply sunk in idola-
try. Joshua, nevertheless, wanted them to wor-
ship Jehovah and Jehovah alone,  Tlow easy it is
to divide our affection between God, mammon, lusts
of the flesh, and worldliness of various Kinds !

15. Choose you this day. God will not ac-
cept forced worship.  Every one must decide and
choose for himself. No one can serve God against
his will. It must be a voluntary service, Com-
pare Elijal’s words on Carmel (1 Kings 18. 21).
Whether the gods. Man is religious by na-
ture: he will serve either the true God or some
ohject of worship. Gods of the Amorites.
The Amorites were perhaps the most influential
tribe of Canaan, though the term is used here for
the Canaanites in general.  Compare Gen, 48, 223
Deut. 1. 20, They worshiped Baal, Astarte, and
some other gwls,  As for me and my house.
How happy the parent who can include his family
and household! This language of' Joshun shows
clearly that he believed fully in Jehovah, and
tried to induee all others to act as he did.

16. God forbid. More literally, “DBe it a
profane thing unto us:** or, ** Be it far from us to
act in such a profane manner.” That we should
forsake the Lord. The people did not for a
sceond construe the language of Joshua as im-
plying that it was a matter of indifference whom
they worshiped.

17, The Lord our God. Jelovah, the sclf-
existent, the only true God, is worthy of, and shall
have, our undivided hearts. He it is that
brought us . « « out of the land of Egypt.
Jehovah, by his omnipotent arm, brought us from
the power of Pharnoh, We did not eseape his
formidable armies in our own might, And that
did those great signs, This refers to the

manifold miracles recorded in the first part of the
Book of Exodus, and beautifully reculled to their
memory by Joshua in this speech (see verses :-5),
And preserved us in all the way. Through
all the vieissitudes during the forty years’ wander-
ing in the wilderness.

19. Ye cannot serve the Lord. Somcthing

must be understood here, such us, * You cunnot
serve Jehovah if you do not fully forsake your
idols,” or ** unless you derive help from above for
this purpose.”’ For he is an holy God, Iis -
ture is purity, his essence is holiness, Nothing im-
pure can dwell in his presence ; unclean heurts can-
not commune with him. He is a jealous God.
And demands our undivided affection, just us a
fuithful wife hasa right to claim the entire heart of
her husband. He will not forgives The sane
conditions are still implied, God cannot forgive
sin unless penitence and change of heart precede.
"Throughout the entire Bible God is represented as
ready and anxious to forgive iniquity, transgres-
sion, and sin (see Exod. 34, 7). The verb from
which * transgression " is derived in the original
denotes “to rebel,” and is used almost invariubly
of rebellion against God. The word rendered
tgin® is from a verb meaning ‘“to miss the
mark,” or * to crr in a moral sense.”
. If ye forsake. This implies the possi-
bility of backsliding. The fuct that God has been
good to you and your fathers does not prove that
he will continue so to be, unless you continue to
serve him. 1le that is faithful to death will re-
ceive the erown of life. 1t is not enough to have
experienced God's favor some time in the past; we
must continue in grace. * Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” Then
he will turn. God’s nature is unchangeable. >
ertheless, his attitude toward man will depend upon
the latter’s conduct. Consame you. Literally,
“utterly destroy you.” Iow fearfully true this was
in the history of Israel as a nation! How hard it
mast be for God to be compelled to bring evil upon
those whom he once has loved !

21. Nay; but we will serve the Lord.
The people, as if shocked, renew their covenant
and pledge themsclves once more to the serviee of
Jehovah, the God of Isracl, They will not wor-
ship the idols or gods of the surrounding nations.

22. Ye are witnessess Your own prouises,
in case you do forsake Jehovah, will testify aguinst
you, not only of your disloyalty, but of your rush-
ness on this oceasion.

23, Put away, said he, the strange gods.
The gods originally worshiped by your futhers,
and to some extent by you. There may also be a
reference to the gods of the tribes of Canaan or the
nations around. It is probable that ull Semitic
peoples worshiped the same gods, and that often
their God would not be essentially different from Je-
hovah, the God of Tsrael. These nations, however,
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would tolerate in connection with their worship
practices revolting and impure in their nature ;
hence the necessity of separation.  Herein also lies
the danger of the young convert. It is 5o eusy to
adopt a false standard, to worship at strange alturs,
to identify one’s self with churches tolerating all
forms of amusements and indulgences, And ine
cline your heart. The heurt, not simply the
center of the affections, but, according to the
conception of the Ilebrews, of the intellect us
well.

The people declare their intentions for the
third time, as if to make it absolutely eertuin,

5. Made a covenant, Literally, “* cut u cut-
ting.” The idea of cutting arises tfroni the fact that
in ancient times partics entering into u covenant
passed between the parts of the vietim which had
been killed and divided into two picces, und as
they passed prayed that, should they prove faith-
less, the same fate might befull them (sce Gen, 15,
10). How Joshua ratified the covenunt can only
be a matter of conjecture. Sce, however, Exod,
24.7,8; Deut. 20,1, A statute and an ordie
nance. He gave nothing new, but rather reaf-
firmed what Moses had received from God and
had commanded them. It was simply a solemn
renewal of the covenant (comp. Deut. 29, L1

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

How to Serve God.
L. Skrve Gop REVERENTLY,
Fear the Lovd... .serve him. v. 14,
Fear....the beginning, Prov. 1. .
Fear the Lord. .. .his saints, Psalm 34, 9,
II. ServE Gop SINCERELY,
In sincerity and in truth. v, 14,
In spirit and in truth, John 4. 24,
Worship God in the spirit. P’hil. 8. 5.
I, Serve Gop OsLy,
Put away the gods. v. 14,
Him only shalt thou serve. Matt, 4. 10,
A jealous God, Exod. 20, 5,
IV, Serve Gop INTELLIGENTLY,
Choose you this day. v. 15,
Thy God, my God. Ruth 1, 16,
To whom shall we go ? John 6, 65,
V. SERVE Gop GRATEFULLY,
That brought us up. v. 17,
Goodness. .. .leadeth thee, Rom. 2, 4,
Thou hast loosed my bonds, Psalui 116, 16,
VI. Skrve Gon ResoLvtery.
Wewill serve the Lovd. v. 21,
I have chosen thy precepts.  Psalm 119, 173,
Avouched the Lord. Deut. 26, 17,
VIL SErvE Gop OBEDIENTLY,
His voice will we obey. v. 24.
Thy word have I hid. Psalm 119, 11,
His delight....in the law. Psalm 1. 2,

Thoughts for Young People,
Motives to the Service of God.

1. We should serve the Lord because he is the
only Being who is worthy our service, (Verses
14, 15.)

2. We should serve the Lord beeause he com-
tands our seryiee, though he does not compel it.
(Verses 15, 16.)

3. We should serve the Lord beeause he is our
God and has chosen us to be his people. (Verse
17.)

4. We should serve the Lord beeause of the
mercies and blessings and providential care which
he has bestowed upon us,  (Verses 17, 18,)

5. We should serve the Lord because of his
character and the influence it will have upon our
own conduet, (Verse 19.)

6. We should serve the Lord beeause of the
penalties which are sure to follow from forsaking
his service, (Verses 19, 20,)

7. We should serve the Lord beeause we have
pledged oursclves to his service, and his vows are
upon us, (Verses 24,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

All Tsracl to Shechem, its elders, its heads, its
Jjudges, its officers !

And here they come !

By footpuths, down the valleys, across the fields,
over the hills, fording the rivers—ull to Shechem !

All these little streams of tra Jjoin, und what
a gathering they make! The people stand before
Joshua, the faithful old white-haired leader. He
looks at them,

From what: comfortable homes and stretehing
fields and fat flocks and thrifty vineyards they
have come?

The pilgrim people, after the long wanderings
of forty years, are in the Land of Promise,

Why are they here before Joshua? For what
purpose were they summoned ?

There is something old to be renewed,

What is it ?

Tell the people, Joshua!

The fuithful old Lero, white-haired, stands up to
tell the people what is to be renewed.

His words, as i a magic wand, bring up pictures
of the past, of the days of the futhers who served
idols “on the other side of the flood,” of Abru-
ham’s migration, of Isracl's stuy in Egypt, of the
slave flight from Egypt, of the Land of Promise,

“Now theretore fear the Lord,” rings out the
voice of Joshua,

But what does Joshua see?

What does he make the people sce ?

Idols, idols, idols, leering out of the distant days
of the futhers * on the other side of the flood !
Idols lecring out of the old slave days in Egypt!
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And here among the Canaanites what scenes of
idol worship there are! Rings of devotees are
bowing before hateful images, worshipers rising
and falling, dancing and whirling arcund the black
idolatrous altars, again and again, in madder and
madder excitement, while the senseless images are
leering and grinning !

Has Joshua recently seen in any of Israel’s tents
the images of the idolatrous host of Canaan? Ile
bids thef put away the gods of their fathers ““ on
the other side of the flood,” the gods of Egypt,
and all gods he would have them publicly re
nounce. Aud then Joshua makes two sides.
God is on one side; on the other side are those
black, hideous, revolting images, *‘ Choose you,”
cries Joshua, * this day whom ye will serve!”

He looks at them, through them.

How searching his eyes!

Will they serve the Lord ?

This is the old thing to be made new, that
ancient covenant of Israel with God, Wil they
renew it? What will they do?

The voice of Joshua rings out, * But as for me
and my house, we will serve the Lord ! "

His voice dies away.

Hark! Tear the ery coming up from the peo-
ple, ** God forbid that we should forsake the Lord,
to serve other gods!” And now before the peo-
ple’s thoughts what scenes of God's care follow in
loving procession ! ’

There is a great erowd of slaves going one
night out of Egypt, while in the midst of them
go the solemn bearers of the dead, carrying away
great Joseph's bones.

They flock in haste to the sea.

The winds of the Almighty, as if his very
breath, sweep a pathway through the waters, and
over to freedom erowd Egypt's bondmen, the
Lord’s redeemed.

And that mareh to the land of promise! O,
weary years! O, weary way! IHow the graves
multiply ! Tlow repeated are Isracl's wanderings
from God! How faithful his dealings !

At last the land of promise is reached. There
is a great fmultitude crossing the Jordan, while
there ut the river the ark of God keeps faithful
watch. And then all hostile power flies before
Israel like a night shadow chased by the sun.
Can Israel forget? Isracl is crying, ¢ Thercfore
will we also serve the Lord ; for hie is our God.”

But Joshua is not satisfied yet. *‘Ye cannot
serye the Lord,” he eries, * for he is a holy God.”

If they forsake him—and Joshua here points
out the serving of strange gods—what disaster !

Again before the people’s thoughts run the two
courses—the worship of God and those rows of
revolting images.

 Nay ; but we will serve the Lord,” they shout.

looking around. e looks ap. He seems to
bring all into the solemn presence of God.

“Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye
have chosen you the Lord, to serve him,” is Josh-
ua's serious reminder.  And the solemn assurance
coming back is, ** We are witnesses fo

The covenant is renewed. The people promise
to serve God. At last all is finished, and the
people scatter to their homes,

Still about Shechem seem to linger in the winds
the echoes of thut solemn ery, *We are wit-
nesses !

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Covenants were in the carliest times ratified by
cutting an animal in two, the parties pussing be-
tween the parts. Later covenants and thoseof re-
cent eenturies have been made by eating together,
The covenants of the tribes and families, to which
reference is made in the discussion of the sanctity
of refuge, were made in this manner, Jacob and
Laban made a covenant, and ratified it by cating
together on a heap of stones. The eovenant may
have been at different times a public and solemn
act, such as it was in this instance, where the peo-
ple made a covenant to have forever done with
idolatry. The remarkable thing about these cove
enants is the high sense of honor which obtains,
even to the death, in their observance. Burcke
lardt says that even the covenant of ordinary eate
ing together with a stranger, thus making him a
liost, is considered a covenant temporarily binding
for protection to any degree of loss or danger,
among the Druses of Mount Lebanon.  Once hav-
ing eaten with astranger, a Bedoain Arab would not
yield him even to the Sultan of all Turkey. This
form of covenant but represents all the rest in
sacredness and perpetuity.  Dr. Cyrus Iamlin
tells of a Turkish governor who put a morsel of
meat in his (the doetor's) mouth and asked if he
knew what he had done ; and when he said, “ Yes,
you have given me a picce of delicious food,” the
governor said he had wissed the meaning alto-
gether. By that net,”” said the Turk, “I have
pledged you every drop of blood in my body that
while you are in my territory no evil shall come to
you. For that period of time we are brothers.”
The binding character of tue covenant in the mind
of an oriental is thus seen, and we better under-
stand the foree of this solemn act of Joshua in
taking this form of oath from the people, being
himself witness as well as a representative of God,
whom they pledge themselves to xerve to the ex-
clusion of all other gods of Egypt or Palestine.

Tt must be borne in mind tha these were not all
Hebrews who were thus sworn to the exclusive
service of Jehovah, Many * strangers,” Eg¢yp-

Will they serve faithfully? I can see Joshua

tians and other heathen, had joined the Israclites
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in thewr flight from Egypt, and many others | day offers salvation to men nceds to follow that

hud become aftiliuted with the camp in Palestine,
These were idolaters, and it is not certain that
they had at any time accepted the exclusive reli-
gion of Moses and Joshun. The gods of Egypt
and Palestine were in some instances the same
gods. The gods of the Philistines had been im-
ported into Egypt and worshiped at Memphis and
Thebes.  Baal, Astarte, Anati, Rehpu, and the Pho-
nician Vulean all were taken to Egypt from thisland |
which Isracl had now entered. But more than |
this, these Isruclites had lived a long time in the |
wilderness, with their headquarters at least at |
Kuadesh-barnea, and that was the holy city of the
Hittites, where they sacredly and specially assem-
bled to wor<hip Astarte. There were thus in this
camp those who had all their lives worshiped [
these heathen gods, Joshua now sweurs them to |
the worship of the one God, Jehovah, as opposed
to these false gods, whether they had learned of
them on the other side of Jordan in the, wilderness
or on this side, where they were native to the soil,

By Way of Illustration.

Terses 14 and 15, A medical missionary of the
Woman’s Forcign Missionary Socicty says that,
when ealled to a heathen home to a case of desper-
ate illness, she requires first that all the gods of
wood and stone shall be removed from the room,
and this often meets with objection. They say :
“Let them stay ; they are willing that your God
shall come also ;' to which she replies: * My God
is a jenlous God. He will not answer your prayer |
unless you turn away from these false gods and
pray alone to him.”

A native girl who was baptized in the Christian
faith proved so unfaithful that inquiry was made
into her state, and it was found that when giving ‘
up her idols she had kept the god of health among
her possessions, praying to it whenever she felt |
sick. She was told that only the whole-hearted
worshiper is accepted. *Ye cannot serve God
and mammon,”

Alittle girl was asked which of two books she
would have as a gift. Renching out both hands,
she cried, “ Both!” 8o does the human heart
ery out for both worlds. Most people would be
Dives in this life and Lazarus in the next world,

Verses 16, 21, and 24, It was an empty and fool-
ish cheat for Israel to ery, ““ We will scrve the [
Lord,” when after that gust of feeling they should |
quiet down to carving idols. They must under-
stand that they could not serve God sximply by a
united shout to that effect. Hearty aiaens in a big
meeting do not insure real service of God. Tear-
ful eyes are a good sign ; so are quick responses
to the invitations of the Gospel ; but they may be
only half hearted. And so the preacher who to-

message with another, bidding them to take heed
how they hear.— V. £. Stroug.

A man ean quickly take round the hands of a
wateh over the dial when he has the key, but who
can tell the hour from that 2 It is a different thing
when slowly, moment by moment, the machinery
within works them round, so that every hour and
every minute is marked corrcetly, 8o a man may
run the whole round of Christian doctrines in
speech, but it is a different thing when he lives
them day by day.—Bazrendale.

Verses 17 and 18.  When the New England colo-

| nies were first planted, the scttlers endured muny

privations, They laid their distresses before God in
frequent duys of fasting and prayer. Meditation
on such topies made them gloomy and disposed to
return to their fatherland,  When it was again pro-
posed to appoint a day of fasting, a common-sense
colonist rose in meeting and said that they had
brooded long enough over their misfortunes, and it
was high time they should eonsider their mercies—
colony growingstrong, fields inereasing in harvest,
rivers full of fish and woods of gamne, and, above
all, they enjoyed full eivil and religious liberty.
Therefore he would propose a day of thanksgiving
and prayer. This was the origin of our devotional
festival, Thanksgiving.— Wordsworth.

Verse 20, Julius Cwsar once suid to one who
appeared to treat his words with indifference,
* Know, young man, he who says these things is
able to do them.” Tlow true is this of God! God
planted fear in the soul as truly as he planted
hope. Fear is a kind of bell or gong which warns
of' the approach of danger.

Verse 25. There is one sweet verse of an old
psalm, It could be engraved upon a seal ring. [

| once thought to have it etched on my watch dial :

“Thy vows are upon me, O God.”"— Robinson.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Open with a word-picture of the assembly at
Shechem; twin mountains; people; warriors;
elders ; aged chieftain leaning upon his staff ; oak
of Abraham, with moss-grown remains of his
altar; stone of remembrance, ete.....What was
the purpose of this meeting ?.... Notice the danger
of God's people to negleet God: (1) From inher-
ited tendencies (verse 14), “Your fathers;”
(2) From inbred sin; (3) From worldly associ-
ation, *“In whose land ye dwell;” (4) From for-
getfulness. ... See what are the traits of God as
here revealed: (1) A mighty God; (2) A merci-
ful God 5 (3) A holy God ; (4) 3 (8) 3
6) ....Notice the motives here presented for
serving God....Notice the service which God re-
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quires....Read through the lesson and select
some -nglnﬂc.um sentences, like *“Nerve him in
sincerity and in truth " (verse 14), ** Choose you
this day,” ete. (verse 15), * ¢ As for me and my
house,” ete. (verse 15), and other expressions, to
impress upon the cluss,

Blackboard.

CHOOSING.

JOSHUA'S | JESUS'S
APPEAL.

“Choose you this | ‘'Come out + « «
day whom ye and be ye sep*
vnll :orve.‘ arate.”

ISRAEL'S | .. MY ..
ANSWER.

We will serve the | 1 will?urve

Lord. |

COVENANTING.

WE WILL SERVE THE LORD
IN

,QINCERE RUTH
ERVICE. | RUST.

OBEYING HIS VOICE.

“Incline your hearts unto the
LORD GOD OF ISRAEL.”

|

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

To Jesus 1 will go.

Take me as 1 am,

More love to thee.

All for thee,

Come, thou Fount of every blessing.

No. 2.
I will follow thee.
2 My body, soul, and spirit.
All for Jesus,
Comie, let us use the grace divine,
More of carnest work for Jesus.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. What did Joshua call upon the people to dot
To fear and serve the Lord.

2. What did the people say of the Lord? ¢¢ Ie
is our God.”

3. What did Joshua then command themto do!
To put away the strange gods.

4. What did Joshua and the people make
in Shechem? A covenant to serve the

Lord.
5. What resolution did the people make!?

| Gowpex Tixt: ““The Lord our God,? cte.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

51. What is due preparation for recciving the
Lord’s Sup‘)erl To examine ourselves whether we
repent truly of our former sins, steadfastly pur-
rou g to lead a new life; and whether we have a

ively faith in God’s mercy through Christ, with &
thankful remembrance of His death, and are in
charity with all men.

-

THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW.

September 29.

GOLDEN TEXT.

There hath not failed one word of all his
good promise, which he promised by the

‘ hand of Moses his servant, (1 Kings 8. 56.)

HOME READINGS.
M. The Ten Commandments,  Exod. 20, 1-17.
7w, The golden calf. Exod. 32, 1-8.
W. Report of the spies.  Num, 13, 23-33.
Th. The brazen serpent.  Num. 21. 4-9.
F. The new home in Canaan. Deut. 6. 8-15.
8. Crossing the Jordan. Josh. 8. 5-17.
8. Caleb’s reward. Josh. 14. 5-14.
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LESSON NYMNS,

No. 264, New Canadian Hymnal,

Lord, bless our Sabbath-school to-day.
This is our fervent prayer.

No. 260, New Canadian Hymnal,
Come to the Saviour, make no delay,
Here in his word he's shown us the way.
No. 271, New Canadian Hymnal,
Arise, go forth to conquer.
Young champions for the Lord.
I. TrrLes aNp TExTS,

[Every scholar should become fumiliar with the
Trones and GoLvex Texts of the lessons,  They

are us essential to a review as is a frameto a house |

or a theme to music.]

1. The'T. C, Thou shalt love the
Lord—

Little children,
keep yourselves—

Do not drink wine
nor—

Come thou with

2. The G. C,
3. N.and A,
4. J.t0o C,

us—
5. The R, of the S, The Lord is with
us—

6. The B. S. As Moses lifted
up—

7. The N. H. in C. Thoushaltblessthe
Lord—

8, C. the J. When thou passe
est—

9. The F.of J. By faith the
walls—

10. C. R. He wholly fol-
lowed —

11. The C. of R. Who have fled for
refuge—

12. J. R. the C. The Lord our
God—

1. Lessox Facrs,

[Drill on these questious until you can unswer
them from mewory. |

1. What four duties do we owe to God? What
six duties to man ¢ Whose law enforees these du-~
ties ? What name do we give to the law?

2, What did the people demund of Aaron?
What demand did Aaron make on the people !
What forbidden thing did Aaron make? What
did the Lord suy about this, and to whom? Who
pleaded for the people? With what result

3. What sin did two priests ecommit? What
punishment fell on them? Who were forbidden

to mourn for them ¢ What were the priests warned
never to do ¢

4. What invitation did Moses give, and to
whom? What guide had the Israclites in their
journey ¥ What did Moses say when the ark
started? What when it stopped ¢

5, Who sent out spies, and for what purpose ?
How long were the spies gone, and what fruits did
they bring ¢ What advice did Caleb give? What
said the other spies

6. What complaint did the people make against
Moses ¢ How were they punished ¢ What confes-
sion did the people make ! What remedy did the
Lord provide ?

7. What command was given about God’s law ¢
What were the people wurned not to forget?
Whom were they to fear?  After what were they
not to go, and why ¢

8. What order of march was observed in cross-
ing the Jordan? What promise of vietory did
Joshua make?  What happened to the waters
when the priests entered the river?  Ilow did the
people get over Jordan ?

9. What strange procession went about Jericho ?
What oceurred on the seventh day ¢ What fate be-
fell the city and the people? Who only were

| saved, and why ? .

10, Of what faithful follower does this lesson
tell? What promise had been made, and by
whom? What now did Calebask 2 What inherit-
anee did he reecive, and why ¢

11. For whom were cities of refuge provided?
Where were they located, and what their names ¢
How long must a slayer remain in one? When
only was he free!

2. To what choice did Joshua summon the peo-
ple? What was his own decision? What service
did he say was impossible # What decision did the
people make ?

1. Lessox Teacuixes,

[ Answer each question with a Gorves Texr.]

What Text warns us against breaking a com-
mandment ¢

What Texr is an invitation to become a Chris-
tian ¢

What Texr tells us our whole duty ?

What Texr tells how to avoid being a drunkard

What Texr points us to Jesus as a Baviour ¢

What Text promises safety in peril ¢

What Texy is an cncouragement against ene-
mies ?

What Texr tells us to be thankful ?

What Texr tells us of a great victory won by
faith ?

What Texr tells us who only are saved ?

What Texr tells of whole-hearted service ?

What Text should be our pledge of service ¥

What is the Review Texr for this quarter?
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REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER SCHOLAR

NO, TITLES, ﬂllll)i‘V TEXTS, | GOLDEN LESSONS,
L The Ten Commandments, Thou wlml( love the Lord thy How to keep God's law : loyve
God with all thy heart, and God first and best,
with all thy soul, and with all
lhy strength, und with all thy
!mind ; and thy nvlzllbor us lh\-
self, Luke 10, 27,
The Golden Calf. | Little children, hn-op_\num‘l\vs To love God best,
|fromidols. 1John 5, 21. And leave the rest;
This is to be

| From idols free,

1. Nadab and Abihu. | Do not drink wine nor strong  Keep the mind elear for God !
drink, thou nor thy sons with  Strong drink clouds the mind,
thee, Lev, 10,9,

God of Israel, Josh, 14, 14, And trust his word ;
As God is true
| He'll help you through,
XL The Cities of Refuge. Who have fled for refuge to  God is a Refuge for us!
lay hold upon uw hupe set be-
\fore us, Heb, 6
XII. Joshua Renewing the Cove-! The Lord our (.ml will we To-day is yours; use it;
nant, serve, and his voice will we Life is offered you; choose it.
(obey. Josh, 24, 24,

1v. Journeying to Canaan. ! Come thou with us, and we If going to the heavenly lund,
| will do thee good : for the Lord Lead another by the hawd,
hath spoken m)ml concerning Is-
rael. Num, 10,
V. | The Report of the Spies, The Lord is with us: fear **Fearnot:onlybelieve.”
| them not. Num. 14, 9.
VL | The Brazen Serpent. As Moses lifted up the serpent L«ml\ and llw
| in the wilderness, even so must H
the Son of man be lifted up, This is a
| John 3, 14, He m|l~ you do,
VIL | The New Home in Canaan. | Thou shalt bless the Lord thy All Ihave thou givest me:
| God for the good land which he Help me give all back to thee!
hath given thee. Deut. 8, 10,
VIIIL | Crossing the Jordan, When thou passest through In the night, in the llt!hr
| I will be with thee,  Everywhere, God is there
Ix | The Fall of Jericho, By h the walls of Jericho, The faith that asks to see is
| fvll down, after they were com- not faith.
| pu\x;'d about seven days. Heb,
% | calev's Reward. e wholly followed the Lord Follow the Lord,
|

Blackboard

FAITHFULNESS.
GOD’S PART.

SRR

ROMISES

H E ROMISES
ROVIDES
ULFILLED
LIFE. PARDON. WARNING.
m (] @)
EAVENLY -
GUIDANCE TO Hom:—:(;) CANAAN
SAVIOUR. SERVICE. SONSHIP. | Varve or THE Binre.—The most learned, acute,
© sV @ and diligent student cannot, in the longest life,

VICTORY. REWARD. REFUGE. obtain an entire knowledge of this one volume.

(@) [ an The more deeply he works the mine the richer and
more abundaiit he finds the ore, New light con-
tinually beams from this source of heavenly knowl-

MY PART.
CHOOSING AND COVENANTING.
AM | FAITHFUL?

God and the ways of men, and he will at last leave
the world confessing that the more he studied the
Scriptures the fuller conviction he had of his own
ignorance and of their inestimable value.—Scott.
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Responsive Review Service for the Third Quarter.

——

Supt. Give Title and Golden Text of First Lesson.

Right-hand half, The Ten Commandments,

Left-hand half. * Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbor
as thyself.”

Supt. Second Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Golden Calf.

Left-hand half. * Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.”

Supt. Third Lesson.

Right-hand half. Nadab and Abihu,

Left-hand half, ** Do not drink wine norstrong drink,
thou, nor thy sons with thee,"

Supt. Fourth Lesson.

Right-hand half, Journeying to Canaan.

Left-hand half, ** Come thou with us, and we will do
thee good : for the Lord hath spoken goad concerning
Israel.”

Supt, Fifth Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Report of the Spies.

Left-hand half. *The Lord is with us: fear them
not."

Supt. 8ixth Lesson,

Right-hand half. The Brazen Serpent,

Left-hand half, ** As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted
wp."

Supt. Seventh Lesson.

Right-hand half, The New Home in Canaan.

Left-hand half. ** Thou shalt bless the Lord thy God
for the good land which he hath given thee,”

Supt. Eighth Lesson.

Right-hand haif. Crossing the Jordan.

Left-hand half, * When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee,"

NSupt. Ninth Lesson.

Right-hand half, The Fall of Jericho.

Left-hand half, * By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down, after they were compassed about seven days!"

Supt. Tenth Lesson.

Right-hand half. Caleb’s Reward.

Left-hand half, ** He wholly followed the Lord God
of Israel.”

Supt. Eleventh Lesson.

Right-hand half. The Cities of Refuge.

Left-hand half, * Who have fled for refuge to lay
hold upon the hope set before us,"

Supt. Twelfth Lesson,

Right-hand half, Joshua Renewing the Covenant,

Left-hand half. *The Lord our God will we serve,
and his voice will we obey,”

Supt. First Single Voice will give us a biographical
sketch of Moses.

First Single Voice.

Moses was born in Egypt, and hidden three months by
his mother to escape Pharaoh’s decree that all male
Hebrew children should be put to death, When his
mother could no longer hide him she made an ark of
bulrushes, and put him afloat in the Nile,

Here he was found by Pharaoh's daughter, and adopt-
ed by her and nursed by his own mother, who was un-
known to Pharaoh’s daughter. When grown, he de-
fended a Hebrew against an Egyptian, killing him,
which mage Pharaoh angry, and he had to flee to Midi-
au. There he married the daughter of Jethro, There
in a burning bush he received a revelation from God,
calling bim to deliver his people and bring them to the
promised land. This call was confirmed by signs—his
rod becoming a serpent when cast on the ground, and a
rod again when he caught it up : and his hand becom-
ing suddenly leprous, and as suddenly healed.

He returns to Egypt, pleads for his people before Pha-
raoh, and is refused. The plagues are sent, the passover
instituted, Moses with his people leaves Egypt, and Pha-
raoh with his host in pursuit is drowned in the Red
Sea.

Moses meets Giod on Mount Sinai and receives the Ten
Commandments. He is instrueted to build a tabernacle,
When he learns of the idolatry of Israel he is very much
grieved. He intercedes for them in these words: * If
thou wilt forgive their sin— ; and if not, blot me, I pray
thee, out of thy book which thou hast written,” He
again meets God in the mount in such a blessed revela-
tion that the skin of his face shone, He sets Aaron
apart as a high priest. He numbers the people and
sends out the sples to Canaan, and intercedes for his
murmuring people. Korah and three other men raise a
sedition of two hundred and fifty princes against Mo-
ses, and are punished by having the earth open and
swallow them up with their houses and goods, while u
fire from the Lord consumes the two hundred and fifty
men offering incense.

On account of unbelief he {s not permitted to enter
Canaan. When his people are bitten by serpents he
makes a brazen serpent, upon which they look and live,
He gives a charge to Joshua and dies in the land of
Moab, buried by the Lord, and his sepulcher unknown.
He was a hundred and twenty years old when he died.
He appeared at Christ's transfiguration. His faithful-
ness is mentioned in Heb, 3 and his faith in Heb. 11.

Supt. Second Single Voice will give us a sketch of
Aaron.

Second Single Voice.

Aaron is the brother of Moses and the first high
priest.  As he can speak well, and Moses is slow of
speech, he is appointed Moses* spokesman, With Moses
he appeals to Pharaoh. He casts down his rod before
Pharaoh, and it becomes a serpent.  Pharaoh calls in
his magicians, and their rods ecast down hecome ser-
pents, and Aaron's rod swallows them up. Aaron,
with Moses, under God, brings about the plagues of
frogs, lice, flies, and boils,

With Hur he holds up Moses® hands in the battle with
Amalek, and Israel prevails when Moses' hands are
lifted. He makes the golden calf for Israel to worship
and gives a false excuse to Moses, at which God 1s
very angry. He offers sacrifice for himself and the
people.

His sons, Nadab and Abihu, offer strange fire before
the Lord, and die. His sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, are




344 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

censured by Moses for violating the law and not eating
the sin offering beside the altar. Aaron and his sons
are commanded not to drink wine nor strong drink
when going into the tabernacle.

He speaks agajust Moses and is rebuked by God, A
plague is sent to punish the people for complaining
against Moses. Fourteen thousand and seven hundred

people die, and then Aaron makes an atonement for |

thein, ** standing between the living and the dead,” and
the plague is stayed.
His rod buds and is kept in the ark for a token.

On account of unbelief he is excluded from the prom- |

ised land, and he dies on Mouut Hor.
In Psaln 105 he is spoken of as the Lord’s chosen, and
in Heb. 5 as one called of God,
Supt. Third Sivgle Voice will give us a sketeh of
Caleb.
Third Single Voice.
Caleb was one of the two spies sent to the promised

land who brought back a favorable report, saying: |

* Let us go up at once, und possess it; for we are well
able to overcome it.""  As a reward for his faith he was
allowed to enter the promised land, he and Joshua be-
ing the only ones so honored.

Of Caleb it is four times said that he wholly followed
the Lord, and to him and his children was given the
land upon which he had trodden, He requested that
Hebron be given to him for an inheritance, and it was
given.

Afterward Judah fought against the Canaanites, and
Caleb promised that whoever would take a certain city
belongiug to Canaan, to him would he give his daughter
to wife. And Othniel took it and was rewarded with
Caleb's daughter for a wife. Then she asked from her

father a fleld and springs of water, and Caleb gave liey

| the upper and the nether springs.

Supt. Fourth Single Voice will give us a sketch of

Joshua.
wurth Single Voice.

Joshua was the son of Nun, He fights with Amalek
and discomfits him. He is spoken of as ministering 1o
Moses, and being Moses® servant.  With Caleb he spies
out Canaan and brings back a {avorable report, He was

| chosen to succeed Moses, and it was said of him that he
! was full of the spirit of wisdom. After Moses' death

God encourages Joshua, and promises to him every place

| that the sole of his footshall tread upon ; and Joshua in

turn encourages his men,

He crosses the river Jordan, which opens miracu.
lously for him, as the Red Sea did for Moses, and enters
the promised land,

He erects memorial pillars, reenacts eircumelsion, as-
saults Jericho, the walls of which eity fall before the
blasts of rams’ horns, and destroys the city and its in-
babitants. His army is defeated at Ai, because of
Achan's sin in taking and hiding some of the spoil con-
trary to God's Joshua cond: him, and
he is stoned. Then Joshua subdues the city of Ai. He
fights against the Amorites, and orders the sun and
moon to stand still while he avenges himsell upon his
enemy.

He has wonderful victories over the inhabitants of
Canaan, and subdues thirty-one Kings.

He apportions the land to Israel, and gives an exhor-
tation to the people, reminding them of God’s mercies,
He died at the age of one hundred and ten, and is
spoken of in Joshua and Judges as being the scrvant
of the Lord.

Hand-organ Religion.

Just under the window of our sanctum a sal-
Jow, mustachioed Italian is grinding out, while we
write, a varied assortment of machine-made mu-
sic, which has come to be execrable becausa of its
daily repetition. The airs are correctly rendered,
as indeed they cannot but be, and they are cheer-
ful enough in their way, but the man who turns
the crank doesn't seem to have any music in his
soul, and looks for all the world as if he were
ready for treason, stratagem, and spoils—espe-
cially spoils, for his eyes are not ‘on the instru-
ment, but are wistfully following the small hoy
who, hat in hand, is climbing the doorsteps and
making appeals to the outlookers at the windows,
And these are only too ready to pay him a bonus
to be rid of the musician,

This gort of thing is bad enough on the street,
but in the church it is simply abominable. And
into the church it frequently comes. Here is a
praying machine. There is no mistaking the fact
that it is simply a machine, and it is worked by a
crank. It has been worked for many a day, and
for all it is worth and a great deal more. You
always know what's coming, and inwardly pray

for grace to bear it. But there is no heart in it,
and it is not in human nature not to tire of its
pious platitudes and endless repetitions,

And here is a talking machine. Itis clearly a
machine, and well oiled at that. How smoothly
it runs and how long ! It can evidently go on in-
terminably, and you ave only afraid it will. Ever
and anon there is a moment’s pause and you hope
for an ending, but there wasonly a shifting of the
evlinder, and another strain was started—in a dif-
ferent key, indeed—hut a strain it was with which
you were only too familiar, O for some mighty man
of valor to do for such nuisances what Saint Pat-
rick is said to have done for the snakes in Ireland!

After such inflictions, whether in prayer meet.
ing or Sunday school or pulpit, what a joy to
listen to somebody who talks to the Lord, or to
you, right out of his heart, like the sainted Bram-
well, concerning whom one asked, “Why is it
that Brother Bramwell when he speaks always
has something fresh and new to tell us,” and the
other replied, I suspect it is he lives so near the
gate of heaven that he hears and reports what is
said inside.” O for a mighty crop of Bramwells
in our churches !—Baptist Teacher.
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Primary Miscellany,
BY BERTHA F. VELLA,
WeLcoMING NEW SCHOLARS,

Mes. N. J. Barses, a successful primary
teacher, suggests this little *“ welcome” to new
pupils:

“How to make new pupils feel perfectly con-
tented and ‘at home’ is a question of concern

with many.  Children at all times appreciate an |

introduction, and many teachers, recoguizing
this fact, are particular to introduce the little
stranger not only to the assistant teachers, but
to some child in whose charge it may be placed
for the day. .

*“One teacher makes it her custom to ask, ‘ How
many new scholars to-day?’ They rise and
come forward, together with the children who
brought them to the school. She introduces each
new scholar by name to the class, and then asks,
‘What have you to say to these new friends?’
The class immediately rise and, bowing to the
pupils, say, * We welcome you to our school, our
hearts, and our happy times. Bowing again,
they ave seated. The new pupils bow in ac
knowledgment of the good wishes of the school,

and then take the new seats previously assigned ‘

to them. With a word of commendation to the
pupils bringing the new scholars, the simple little
ceremony is over, and the children feel that they
indeed belong to the scliool and are a part of it.”

A Frower Basker,

Children love flowers, They also enjoy giving |
pleasure to their classmates who ave ill,

These two leadings from child nature open the
way for a very attractive feature connected with
the regular work. Secure a small fancy basket.
Omament it with pretty artificial flowers, For-
get-me-nots or pansies, for thoughts, ave appropri-
ate.  Explain to the children that the money
they can earn or save to be spent for flowers
is to be collected in this basket by itself,
The flowers are to be hought Saturdays, and on
Sundays they will be in the room where all can
see and enjoy them. At ‘the close of Sunday
school the flowers will be carried by some chil-
dren (different ones each week) to those who are

Children have taken much pleasure in this
simple plan. One primary class gave enough,
| besides its regular collections, to have hothouse
flowers every Sunday during the last winter's
‘ season.

If desired, a card, written or printed as follows,
! may be pinned to each bouquet sent out :
|
{ “Ix His Nave,

“With the love of the children of the Primary
Class of the. .....Sunday school.”

i Lkt LV

L

Last Things.

Now and then, not too often, give to each child,
before separating, an attractive leaflet. Our own
Book Room publishes a great variety of these
winning little truth-tellers. Tell the children to
read it, or ask some one to read it to them, and
then give it away. Many a message and invita-
tion may thus be sent abroad, and the little
ones be trained in seed-sowing habits at the same
time,

Give the best at the last! Choose a closing

hiymn that has love at the heart of it. Ina word
of tender prayer commit the school to the care of
the Great Teacher. Seek to bring all to join rev-
erently and heartily in the closing words of Serip-
ture and in the Lovd's Prayer. And then follow
the dismissal with the cordial hand clasp, the
thoughtful inquiry, the word in season. Let
all these be a well considered and faithfully
furnished part of the best wine freely given at
the close of the feast. Cox.

e t—

The Bibhle,
BY MRS. GEORGE A, PALMER.

8o you go to Sunday school ! " said a nice old
lady to a child. “Well, what do you study ? "

* 1 don’t study anything,” was the reply ; “but
the big ones study a piece of paper.”

Time was when every child, big or little, studied
the Testament or Bible. It would be interesting
to know how great an average of children in the
present Sunday schools know whence the texts
and “verses " which are presented to them on a
““ piece of paper” are taken,

ot well enough to be present that day.

It certainly is not a good thing that the book is
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1o longer familiar to the hand and eye of the chil-
dren. Nor should we lay the responsibility at the
door of the system which furnishes us our selected
Scripture, our notes, our illustrations in the con-
venient form of quarterly pamphlets. The teacher
las erred in his use of these things. However
many helps he finds it to his advantage to em-
ploy in preparation, the teacher before his class
of little ones should use his Bible.
Whatever higher eritici
the primary teachor systematically uphold the
material Bible as containing every word used as
a basis for religious instruction. So may we have
the beginning of return to the old-fashioned,
Dlessed reverence for this expression of God's
word to man, for lack of which the world suffers
to-day,

do or undo, let

-

Recruiting.
MRS, W, F. CRAFTS,

“Wg have so many little fishermen to-day, and
they have caught so many fishes,” said a primary
superintendent, as those who had brought in new
scholars were stood in one row and the new
scholars themselves in another row. Such a way
of putting things interests childven and incites
them to work far more than the prosaic way of
reporting the number of “ new scholars received.”

1f a prize be ever permissible, it might better be
offered for the bringing in of new scholars than
anything else. Many little prizes would be better
than one large one.  Mr. Moody gave a goldfish
in a globe to every child who would bring in ten
new scholars, Something bright and beautiful
was thus put into many poor homes where there
was no other ornament. Of course it is better to
interest children to gather others in without any
reward. It lays the foundation for the work in
maturer years of soul winning. The responsibility
of bringing in at least one new scholar duving the
year should be strongly placed upon each child,
How else can be developed in them what Christ
has taught, that those who are disciplos must
themselves disciple others!

i

/ A Good Program.
Tae e'ements of a good program for the pri-
mary class are, to my mind, as follows:
First, interest, for which purpose I would in-
clude singing a motion song and the children’s tak-
ing part in the exercises as far as possible.

Third, seripture recitation, carefully selected.
Fourth, * undistraction ™ during teaching.
Fifth, collections early, distributions late,

Sixth, economy of time; first, by having the
same or different things done by diffevent pei-
sons during the same time, where it can possibly
be done (as the work of the secretary and teach-
er or of distributions through class teachers. in a
subdivided class); and next, by making all pos-
sible preparations before the session begins (us
large envelopes to be filled during the week with
the papers, cards, ete., for the class teachers in a
subdivided class).

Seventh, elasticity ; provision for everything
known and allowance for emergencies, as by se
lecting some exercise to he marked “Opt ional.”
Fighth, continuance with the same program «
sufficient time to get thoroughly acquainted witl
it before adopting another.

Ninth, distribution of programs among schol-
ars to be learned at home, reserving copies for
use at school by older scholars till learned.—
Selected.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON IX. (September 1.)

THE FALL OF JERICHO. . Josh. 6. 8-20.
Gorpes Texr, * By faith the walls of Jericho
fell down, after they were compassed about seven
days? (lleh. 11. 30),
Primary Notes.
BY MIR® J. M. POLHEMUS.
[Print on a large sheet of paper to pin on the wall
this little prayer:
F—uithful may I ever be,
A—lways brave and true to thee,
I—n the path that lies before me.
T—empted though 1 oft may be,
¢lp me, Lord, to trust in thee,
Forever.

As cach line is repeated,
touch with the forefinger of
the left hand the successive
fingers of the right, and at
the word * forever’ clasp
hands. The first letter of

1 \f ckor \V] ench line should be printed
| i i diffcrent color from the
rest of the verse, that the word ‘ faith” may be
readily scen. When learned, ask 3|

How many ean tell what these letters spell?
Faith [print] is a wonderful thing. You can't

Second, variety, both in exercises and posture.

see it, or feel it with your hands, or buy ity yet it
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is one of the most precious things in the world,
and everyone can have it. It is hidden in the
heart of the little baby who, secing his mamma
hold out her hands, takes his first steps to get to
her.  Faith in whom? It was hidden in the heart

of u little girl who, looking for her papa, heard him |

calling from the cellar. To find him she ran to the
stairs that led down to it. All was dark, she could
sce nothing, but she heard ler father's voice say -
ing, *“ Jump, and I will catch you;" und though
she could not see, she believed her futher and,
jumping, was folded close in his arms. She had

faith in whom? Faith was hidden in the heart |

of Daniel when he was put in the den of lions,
His faith was in whom? In God [print).
To-day we have a wonderful story of what the
Isruelites did by having faith in God. [Review ]
Do you remember we had on the board last Sun-

day a city with trees around it? What was its |
name? [Print *“Jericho” near the top of the |

board, leaving room above for the rest of the title, )

It was one of the first cities the Israclites would
come to after entering Canaan.  Joshua knew
about it before he led the people to Jordan.  This
is the way he knew. [Tell briefly the story of
Joshua.]  Our lesson to-day tells us about the full
of [print] Jericho.

Jericho was a strong city [uncover preture ], and
Joshua did not march right up to the walls, but
waited for God to tell him what to do, and till he

knew the Israclites camped [make tents] at a little |

place near Jordan. Those living in Jericho knew
that these strunge people, for whom God had done
such wonderful things, had erossed the river, and
they were afruid.  The gates of the city were
«<losed 3 none went out and none came in. Down
in the Israclites’ camp Joshua was being told
by God what he was to do,

Boys, what would you think the right way to
capture a city # Listen to God’s wa [Tell the
y as found in Josh. 6.] Not by cannon balls
did the walls of Jericho full, not by battering rams
nor stones, but—[repeat Golden Text). The Isra-
¢lites obeyed God, believing Lis way was right,
and the walis fell; the city was theirs,

GGod does not ask us to march around citics as the
Israclites did around Jericho, but each of us must
obey him, and to do so we too need to have * fuith
in God.” There is an encmy we all have. You
know his name. It is Satan, [Printon the wall.)
God commands us to give him no place in our
lives, to resist or fight against him when e
comes to us with temptations ; but we can never
conquer him exeept with God’s help and in God’s
way. The Israclites might have said, “It’s no way
to tuke a ecity, to march around it with trumpets ;
fet’s try something clse,” If they had done so, they
would have been conquered,

Some people try to overcome Satan in their own

sto!

never fails, He gives us for a sword the Bible,
his word.  When Satan tempts you, just ay some
little verse like Psalm 121. 1, 2, or John 3. 16, and
see how fast he will run away. He never stuys
| where God’s words are spoken to him,

Then we have God's sure promise thut some duy
Satan will be chained and put away forever (Rev.
20. 1-3, 10), and till that happy time comes God
will help us to conquer even lere, if we * have
[print] fuith in God.”

Sueceerions ¥or Cororive,  Walls, brown;
8, green; houses and tents, white; title and

tr

Satan, yellow: “ Have faith in God,” red, out-
lined with white.

Kindergarten Hints.

BY MARY J, CHISHOLM FOSTER.
The Full of Jeri-

KINDERGARTEN DEepARTME
cho. Josh. 6. 1, 2, 8-16, 20,
Gorpex Text.  ““Shout; for the Lord hath giv-
en you the city ** (Josh, 6, 16),
Ams 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
‘ Heb. 115 7he Religious Feeling (Smyth), ‘ Spir-
| itual Perecption,” pages 106-128 5 The Republic of
| God (Mulford), pages 173-179; The Eible in the
World's Education (Bishop Warren), pages 1-72;
Stanley’s Sinai and Palestine, pages 299-304,

ATTENTION STORY.

After the people had crossed the river, the
‘priests still carrying the beantiful ark, they came
near to a city ecalled Jericho, We have heard
about this city, for that good Samaritan of whom
we talked some time ago found the sick man by the
roudside just a little way from Jericho, and Jesus
gave sight to a blind man at the gate of this city.
It was a very charming city, and in it the palms
grew to- be strong and beautiful, and there was
honey in them. I think they must have heen as
sweet as the flowers,  There were roses too and
sugar cane, and it was so warm that the people of
the city could wear cool linen elothes u’)ln-n there
was snow over in Jerusalem, Jericho had o high
stone wall all around it, and the gates in the wall
were closed every night ut dark. When the people

way, but they fail. God tells us the way that

from the wilderness were going there, the people
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|
from the city shut these gates, and the Bible says |
that * no one came out, and no one went in.”” But |
God had said that the people from the wilderness
might go in there, and so he made a way for them.
He told them to just walk around the walls once
every day for six days, and they marched around
the city on the outside of it.  What a strange sight
it must have been to sce all those hundreds of men
marching once around the city cach day in that
manner! On the seventh day they were to walk
around seven times, and then something would
happen.  They were careful to do just as their
minister, Joshua, told them God wanted them to do.
The priests had trumpets made from the horns of'
sheep—nice trumpets—and when it was time to use
them they blew a loud blast on them, and then all
the people shouted just as loud us they could. Now
let us read what they did. [Josh, 6. 1, 2, 8-16, 20.]

Explain unusual words : * Straitly,” * thercof,”
“ mighty,” * valor,” * priests,” ¢ govenant,”
+ pearward,” * proceed,” * camp,” ** continually,”
¢ compassed.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Let the children describe the eity,
recalling the points of the Attention Story, and
tell what is said of the walls and of the palms. *1
have given into thine hand Jericho " (verse 2).

Tuesday. Speak ofarmed men, meaning strong
men. A boy is soldierlike in spirit when his
thoughts are good and true and upright as a verti-
cal line. The world needs good, vertical boys and
girls, strong to help.

Wednesday. Talk of the patience of the peo-
ple. They must have been tired alreandy, as
they had marched onsucha long journey, but they
kept on doing what they ought to do. Suppose
some of them had become tired of being helpful
and let their friends march alone! No, they all
worked together, and that mukes hard work seem
easy.

Thursday. Men made the wulls of this city.
God does not make any walls that we cannot get
over. He has made high mountains of rocks, and
we wonder how we ean get over them ; but there
is always a way over or through, and the little
ways are called ** passes.”?  They are narrow, and
sometimes they are pretty places ; and so there are
troubles that are high and hard, but we will find
that God has left little passes somewherc, so that
we may get over and through troubles, just us we
may get over and through mountainsg and stone
walk,

Friday. The seventh day they rose carly and
went to work, and at the end of the duy they
shouted for gladness that their work was done,
and the walls of the eity had fullen down, and
they could go right into the pretty city.

Narere Work. Speak of the little cricket that

begins to chirp now. His song is staceato and un-

like the song of the grasshopper. There are three
kinds of crickets : The house ericket of greenish-
brown color, which chirps near the fireplace, wid
which likes to stay near the oven of a bukery ; in
summer he lives in a stone wall. The field ericket
is larger and darker, and burrows from six to
twelve inches in the ground ; the father sits at the
door of his little home and sings. The mole crick-
ot lives in sandy soil, and burrows with his front
feet ; the mother cricket lays eggs near the surfuce
of the ground, where the sun can hatch them,

Arr Work. Show some pictures of landseapes,
and have the children give descriptions of what
they see.

liaxp Work. The kindergarten children may
muke pictures of walled cities, using the third,
fourth, and fifth gifts, and they may outline the
shape of a ericket upon the blackboard.

The Travsimion Crass may outline the word
upon the lesson card and color it.

Science At Home wrrn Moruer, Talk of the
carly évening, the time for the home-coming of
those who have been away for the day and for the
reunion of the family, for the birds to seek their
nests and the animals to be safely inclosed in their
places to rest for the night.

LESSON X. (September R.)
CALEB’S REWARD. Josh. 14. 5-14.

Gorpen Text.  “He wholly followed the Lord
God of Isracl "’ (Josh. 14, 14).

Primary Notes,

In a large school building
there is one colored boy
named Lawrence. e is not
therctostudy. Alllast winter
he had two duaties. Ouneto
keep fires burning in the fur-
naces all day, and sometimes
late into the night. is was
steady, constant work, and he did it faithfully.
Ilis other duty was to go onced day to the post
office to carry and bring the mail, and this duty
was as faithfully done as the other. In the spring
the school superintendent said, “ Lawrence, I'm
going to promote you and give you better work ;
I'm going to trust you to drive the big gray horses,”
Now this school is a farm school, where the hoys
are taught to farm as well as study, and these
gray horses do a great deal of hauling on the farm,
They are very vuluable, and not everyone is al-
lowed to drive them. Why do you think Law-
rence was trusted? Because he did his other
work fuithfully and had followed his master's or-
ders wholly [print]. Now Lawrence drove the
horses, and still did his work faithfully. The
being trusted with the horses was Lawrence's re-
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ward [print] for working fuithfully or following
wholly the right way,

The soldiers in an army who are rewarded are
those who faithfully obey and who follow w holly
their orders. It is always so ; it was so as long ago
as when the Israelites entered Canaan,

\fter Jericho fell there wus mueh to be done be-
fore they could scttle down and enjoy their beau-
tiful land. There were citics to be taken and kings
with their armies to be conquered. Everywhere
they went the Isrnelites were vietorious, * heeause
the Lord God of Isruel fought for Israel? (Josh,
10. 42), and at last the whole land was theirs and
the fighting over (Josh. 11.°23), But now Joshna
was old, and God told him that before he died he
must divide the land and give a part to each tribe,
und 5o he did,

Do you remember, while the Israclites were still
in the wilderness, how Moses sent twelve men into
Canaan to spy out the land and bring back a re-
port? Tell the name of one. Brave Joshua was
one, and another was Caleb,

[Tell of Caleb’s interview with Joshua and his re-
quest (Josh. 14, 6-14).] Hebron was given to Caleh
us o reward ; reward for what? The Bible tells.
[Read verse 14.] Beeause he wholly followed the
Lord. [Repeat Golden Text.]

But what does it mean for us to * follow the Lord
wholly 27 If you obey mamma half the day and
disobey the other half, is that following her
wholly? Noj to follow wholly you must follow
always, But suppose mamma gives you some-
thing todo, like dusting a room, and you only dust
the places she can see. Is that foliowing wholly ?
No; it you followed mamma’s wishes wholly, you
would dust everywhere, you would do your work
faithfully, But suppose you do dust the room
properly, but do it, perhaps, with a frown on your
face and hard feelings in your heart toward mamma
beeause you can’t go and play till the work is
done. Ts that following wholly 2 No; you should
follow with your heart [draw a heart around
the word “ wholly '] as well as your hands, Now
just as you do when yeu follow your mamma
wholly, so you must do to follow the Lord w holly.
That was Caleb’s way. He followed with heart,
feet, and hands; he followed wholly.

Many years after Culeb died there lived another
man who followed the Lord wholly. God trusted
him with important work, which he did faithfully.
Not long before he died he wrote these words in
a letter.  [Repeat 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8.] What did
Paul say God would give him? [Draw a crown.]
I know he is willing to, for listen! [Read Rev,
2.10, last clause.] Who gives it? [Print “God.”)
But to have that erown, how must you fullow
him here? Faithfully, wholly. If you do, you
will have a.crown that will never * fade away ;"
it will be a erown of life. [Print below the crown,
*of life for those who follow.”

549

GESTIONS For Cororing,  Crown, “of life,”
“wholly,” yellow ; “God's Reward,” * for those
who follow,” heart, white.

for those
who follow

Kindergarten Hints.

KiINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT,
Josh, 14, 10-14,

Gorvex Texr, “Ile wholly followed the Lord
God of Israel” (Josh, 14, 14).

Aws 7o e Kivoereartser.  Holy Bible,
Psalm 119, 73-80, 97-104; Old Testament History
(Smith) ; Handbook of Bible Biography (Barnes);
(rowing Old (Robert Browning), pages 97, 983
“They Never Grow Old Beyond the Stars,”
Junior Hymnal, page 79,

Caleb’s Reward.

ATTENTION STORY,
Y years after that time, when the spies had
good country, and after they had entered
it one of the men had a large and pretty place
given him for his own home. This man’s name
was Caleb. He was a very good man, and always
did what Gbd told him to do. Ile was very hope-
ful too, and this means that he was always look-
ing on the bright side of things. When other
people were thinking.about clouds and darkness,
or were tired of being good and doing ri rht, he
never was,  God told him that beeause he was not
discouraged he might go with the people into the
beautiful country promised to them, even though
the greatest minister, Moses, could not. When
Caleb was an old man, he was ve strong and
healthy. God gives strength, and it'i right to be
brave and strong, that is, to be brave in spirit and
strong in body. ~ As we are able to help, we should
never hurt anyone or anything, but be like Caleb
in this, He told Joshua God had always helped
him to do right, and that Moses had promised him
a nice farm when they were all safely in the new
country. Joshua said he might have it in a fine
upland place—that means where there are heanuti-
ful hills—and in it was the city of Hebron, of which
we read very often, and which afterward beeame
the home of the ministers. This was the finest
farm anyone had, for it was not only green and
fresh looking, but in it grew the beautiful Syrian
vine that bore the lurge golden clusters of arapes.
One of these we read about when Joshua and Caleh
with their friends “brought the large bunch of
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grapes to Moses. You remember they are called
the grapes of Esheol, and two men carried one
bunch between them. [Read Josh. 14, 10-14.]

Explain unusual words: * Behold,” “ four-
score,” * heardest,” ** Anakim,” * Jephunneh,”
“inheritance,” ** Kenezite.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text. i

Monday. Caleb said that God had kept him
alive all his years, which were fourscore and five,
which means eighty-five years. There was a time
when Caleb was a little young pilgrim, but now,
even when he was old, the same good heavenly
Father took care of him,

Tuesday. Although Caleb was old, he was yet
very strong. He had taken good care of his body,
and he had been out of doors a great deal, taking
exercise to keep himself vigorous, In the eleventh
verse he says he is strong to go out and to come
in, so that he liked to go out of doors to sce his
heavenly Father's beautiful world even when he
was 0 very old.

Wednesday. Caleb was a happy man when he
was old, because he had been good when he was
young. In all that long pathway of cighty-five
years he liad ¢ wholly followed the Lord.” [The
teacher may explain what this means.]

Thursday. While you arc little children you
are muking the story of your life, Each duy isa
page, and by and by when you arc old and you
are thinking ubout the past, the time when you
were young, it will be as if you werc turning the
pages of a book to read a story. The story will be
one which you will be glad to read if these days
arc full of loving deeds and kind words.

Friday. '"The thought of these loving deeds and
kind words will be as swect to your old age as is
the taste of honey. If you are as busy doing good
as the little bees when they gather the honey, you
will be happy, and if you follow God as Caleb did,
your reward will be as full of joy as his wus to
him.

Narvre Work, Talk of the dew, which is
heavier now than in the summer evenings, and
xoon it will be white and frosty. What does the
Bible say of dew? [Deut. 82. Joseph called
dew one of the precious things of heaven.

Anr Work, Show pictures of cities, and have
the children name the objeets seen, as churches,
towns, spires, bloeks, and have them note the dif-
feyence between a spire and a dome.

Haxp Work. In the sand table lay out alittle
country and build a eity within it. The city may
be of the material of the third and fourth gifts,

The TransirioN CrAss may sew the words under
the picture,

Science ar Home wimn Morner.  Talk of
strength. Children may promote strength by ex-

ercise, first, physical; second, mental; third,
spiritual.  Jesus says we are to love God with the
heart, soul, and mind. Thus all our powers nuy
be used in love for other people and for God.  The
effect of doing right is to make people happy and
hopeful, as well as healthful.

LESSON XI. (September 15.)
THE CITIES OF REFUGE. Josh. 20. 1-9,

Gorpex Text. * Who have fled for refuge to lay
hold upon the hope set before us™ (Ileb. 6. 15).

Primary Notes.

[Priut *“refuge” on the
board.] Onece upona time a
little red squirrel lived ina
trunk of a tree. There was
an opening near the ground
by which he could goin
and out. One day he thought
he would try and find some
nuts, After taking a good look to sec that no one
was near, he ran out of the tree and began his
hunt, and soon found a beautiful chestnut tree,
While very busy he heard voices, and saw coming
right toward him three boys. Of course the,
him and started to eateh him, but Mr. Squir
off on a run, not for home—that was too far away—
but for a hole in a stone wall just outside the wood,
0, how he ran, and how the boys ran ! It secmed
as if they would catch him, but just as the ncarest
boy thought he could put his hand on him the
squirrel gave a big jump into the hole and was—
safe [print].  The hole was his refuge, a safe
hiding place from danger.

1 saw a picture once of a smooth road leading to
an open gate [uncover or make gate]. Along the
roud two men were running.  The first was trying
to get inside the gate before the second, who want-
ed to overtake and kill him if he could eateh him.

At the gate stood some men ready to help inside
the one who was being chased. Inside the gate he
would be safe: it was his place of refuge.

This was a picture of what often happened in
the land of Canaan.  [Tell in what danger anyone
who accidentally killed another was, and God's
plan for his safety (Deut. 19, 1-85 Josh. 20. 1-4),
Show the six citics on the map, and print * cities
of " above * refuge.”]

Did you cver feel afraid?  What did you do? 1
am sure you tried to find a refuge or a safe place
away from danger. I want to ell you to-day that
there is a danger for you unless you have found a
refuge.

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, God said
they must die unless o refuge was. found, and
ever since all who have sinned must die unless
they find a refuge.
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But has God provided a refuge for those who
sin? Whom? Jesus [print]. By doing what did
he become our refuge? [Make a cross around the
word refuge.] For whom is he a refuge? For all
who sin, and that means everybody. So we can
suy, Jesus is my [print] Refuge.

Let us see from what Jesus saves us, First, he
is arefuge from sin, [Print “from” at the right
and “sin " at the left of the gate.]

There lived long ago a man named Martin Lu-
ther. He knew about sin and death, but he found
out about Jesus being a refuge from sin, and going
to him was forgiven,

One night he dreamed that Satan brought him a
long paper on which was written all the sins
he had ever done. Satan read them over and
asked him if he had not done them ¢ Luther said,
“Yes.” “Well,” said Satan, “there are sins
enough here to keep you out of heaven forever,
What will youdo?” Luther took the paper and
wrote at the bottom, * The blood of Jesus Christ,”
ete. (1 John 1. 7). Satan hadn’t a word to say.
Luther was safe. [Teach the Golden Text.]

Jesus is our refuge from all harm [print under
“sin,”"]  The boys could not harm the squirrel in
his refuge. The man who had killed another could
not be harmed in the city of refuge. 8o if we give
ourselves to Jesus, nothing can really harm us.

[Tell of David, in danger from Suul, kept from
harm by God.]

In his psalms he calls God his * Refuge " (Psalm
46, 1; 91. 1-16). Solomon once said of this refuge—
(Prov. 18, 10). Jesus is not only a refuge from sin
and harm, but from fear. [Print under * harm.”)]
Often a baby is afraid until in his mother's arms;
then his fear is gone.

Another thing Jesus is a refuge from, even
death. [Print under *‘fear.””] If Jesus had not
died, we might be afraid to die ; but for those who
have come to Jesus there is no death to fear, for to
die here means to live forever with him in heaven,

Close by singing, ** Safe in the arms of Jesus,”

Svgeestions ¥or Cororing. Cross and gate,
white; road, brown ; *“safe,” yellow ; * Jesus my
Refuge,” blue, outlined with white. )

Kindergarten Hints.

KinpercARTEN DeparTMENT, The Cities of
Refuge. Josh. 20. 1, 2; Psalm 901. 1-5; John
14. 2,

GoLpex Texr. “God is our refuge” (Psalm
46, 1),

Ams 1o miE KinpereartNer.  Holy Bible,
2 Sam, 22, 1-20; Joshua and His Times (Smith);
landbook of Bible Manners and Customs (Dr. J. M.
Freeman), page 207, [This book is a most valu-
able aid to the teacher in all the lessons.] /llus-
trations of Seripture (Bush), pages 99-102,

ATTENTION STORY.

After the people were settled in the new country,
Joshua told them a great many things that would
make them happy. Among other things he said
there would be a few cities in that country where
any persons who had been naughty might go and be
safe from danger. In such cities they could stay
and think over their wrong acts, and the people
could decide what should be done about it.” This
shows that when we have done wrong we must
have time and some one to help us to do right.
Whenever people have done anything naughty, if
they take time to think it over, they usually will
feel ashamed and sorry about it, and often they will
do better, They cannot be good all alone ; nobody
can, for we must have a strong, true helper for our
friend, Jesus is the one to whom we go. King
David often thought ahout this, and he sometimes,
after he had done things which were not right and
he felt very sorry, would go to God to tell him
about it and ask for strength, He said it seemed
just like running into a high tower or into a fort,
where he felt safe. Anyone is safe when near to
God § so when we have a naughty thought, we
should try to run away from it by asking God to
help us to be good, In this way God may be to
us as a city of refuge wus to those people, and as a
tower or a fort to people who are in danger, be-
cause he never forgets us, and he is always ready
to help us, One verse in this Bible says that he
will hold our right hand (Isa. 41, 13), and in an-
other verse we read that he will hold us up with
his right hand (Isa. 41. 10); and he asks us to
“Fearnot!” We ought to be very strong when
we think about God’s loving care of us. Here are
some beautiful verses about it. [Read Josh. 20. 1,
2; Psalm 91, 1-5; John 14,

Explain unusual words: *Spake,” ‘* appoint,”
“secret,” “shadow,” * pestilence,” *shield,”
“buckler.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. Talk of a fortress, and a shadow or a
shelter. Just as little birds run or fly to their
mothers to get away from trouble (as little chick-
ens do),so we all may get away from naughty
thoughts by ruuning to God, our refuge and for-
tress, for help.

Tuesday. God took care of David when he had

temptations and when naughty thoughts came to
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him, He says that surely God will * deliver” us
t00 ; that is, he will help us to be strong enough
to say “No!” We must not wait to think about a
naughty thought, but say * No,”” and run into our
strong tower, as David did.

Wednesday. Let the children think about divine
protection and care, as taught in the fourth verse.
The truth of this word of God, our Bible, we may
trust. Everything else might pass away, but his
word never can. God remembers even the tiny
sparrows, and Jesus told his disciples that when
one of these little birds fulls down God knows it.

Thursday. Then we are told again that we are

" not to be afraid. How much the Bible says about

that! God would have us trustful, and does not

want us ever to be afraid, either in the darkness
or in the daylight.

Friday. Describe towers. They may be either
round or square. Some of them are very tall, and
some have bells in them, which when rung call the
people in joyful tones to worship God.

Narvre Work. Study the protections which
nature gives against danger. Instances of this may
be found in the healing effects of one herb or bal-
sam against the poison or danger of another. Tet
the teacher also refer to the weapons of self-defense
with which birds and beasts are provided.

Art Work. Show pictures of some of the bell
towers of Europe, especially of the one at the
duomo of Florence.

Haxp Work. Towers may be modeled in clay,
and fortresses in the sand. With the building
blocks cities and towns may be made also, and
upon the network drawing paper and on the
blackboard children may make square and round
towers, This will carry out an idea while giving
practice in drawing vertical, horizontal, and curved
lines.

The TransimioN Crass may outline the words
which are under the picture on the card.

Sciexce AT Home withn Moruer. Talk of the
help which we may give to each other in the house.
If one is cheerful and happy and good, he helps
the others of the family ; but if impatient and un-
gentle, he gives pain to cthers, and it is harder for
them to be good. It is bucause we love each other
8o dearly that it is possible not only to give great
happiness when we are unselfish, but also to give
pain and trouble when we are selfish.  God put us
into families, and so, as individuals of families, we
should be thoughtful of each other.

Plephants live in herds; sometimes there are
twenty of them in a herd or family. When one
of them is naughty, he goes away by himself until
he is kind and gentle again, Whether it be an
elephant or a child who is tired being helpful, it is
well for him to go away to rest and to think
awhile.

LESSON XII. (September 22.)
JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT,
Josh. 24. 14-25.

GoLpeN Texr. “The Lord our God will we
serve, and his voice will we obey  (Josh. 24, 24),

Primary Notes.

Many years ago some
young men went together
for a walk. They sat down
to talk by a haystack, and
if you hud been near you
would have heard that they
were talking of the many
people across the ocean who

never heard of Jesus, One of them said, *“ I will
go and tell them of the Saviour.”” Another said he
would go too, till all agreed either to go or do what
they could for the heathen. After kneeling and
giving themselves to God in their prayers, they
went back to their work. They did not forget
their promise, and when God opened the way they
went to heathen lands, carrying the good news of
Jesus. Long ago they died, but where that haystack
stood there now stands a white stone ; on its side
is carved the names of these men and what they
promised to do. The stone is a witness or remind-
er of what happened there so long ago.

To-day our lesson is about a stoune that was set
up by the man who ied Isracl into Canaan. What
was his name ?  [Print ““ Joshua™ at the left hand
top of hoard.]

The Israclites were now settled in Canaan, and
Joshua was very old. Ile knew he must soon die
and leave the people that he had loved and led so
long. He wanted to have a talk with them before
he died. [Tell briefly what can be understood of
Josh. 238.] Then he called for the people to come
to him in Shechem,

I think they must have gathered around the tah-
ernacle, and perhaps Joshua stood in the door,
And when they were ready to listen, he gave them
a message from God. He said, ** Thus saith the
Lord God of Isracl.” [Tell Josh. 24, 3-13.]

Then Joshua said, * 8ince God has done all this
for you, fear the Lord and serve him truly. Choose
to-day whom ye will serve; as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.”

What do you suppose the people said ? Quickly
they answered, * We will serve the Lord.” But
Joshua said, ** God is holy ; if ye forsake him for
idols, he will punish you ;" and for the second
time the people said, *“ We will serve the Lord.”
Joshua answered, *“You have said you would
choose to serve the Lord ; now put away any idols
among you and let your hearts turn to God ;" and
the third time the people said—[repeat the Golden
Text].

8o Joshua made u * covenant’ [print under
“ Joshua”] with the people. A covenant is &
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promise made between two or more persons. This
covenant was between God and the Israelites, God
promised to care for and bless them, and the Israel-
ites promised to—[repeat the Golden Text]. Joshua
wanted the people to remember always their prom-
ise ; 80 he wrote their words in a book, and then
taking a great stone he s up under an oak tree
near the tabernacle.  Jo said, * This stone will
be a witness, or a reminder, of your promise, It
has the words you have spoken, and when you look
at it yor will remember them.” And now the peo-
ple went home, and not many days after Joshua
died and was buried.

What did the Israclites promise? To “serve
and obey [print on stone] God.” They had prom-
ised this more than once before.

At the beginning of their life in Canaan Joshua
wanted them to make the promise again ; so we call
this lesson ** Joshua Renewing [or making again]
the Covenant.” [Print * renewing the” between
+ Joshua” and * covenant.”]

Draw from the children what God has done and is
doing for us. What does he ask of us? What he
asked of the Israelites—that we should serve and
obey him,

Some of us have promised this before, but let us
renew our covenant to-day, God promises that he
will never leave us; that is his part. Will you
promise to serve him always? It is sometimes
hard. God is holy and will punish us if we leave
him to serve other gods; but *choose ye to-day
whom ye will serve; as for me, I will serve the
Lord.,” Whom will you choose? We can’t put
up a stone for a witness; but see! I have brought
this large card with our covenant written on it,
Let us tack it on the wall, and whenever we look
at it we will be reminded of our covenant, [Close
with a short prayer of consecration. ]

[Get a sheet of colored eardboard, Cut the let-
ters, “ We will serve the Lord,” from white pa-
per and paste on it, White cardbouard and black
or red ink or paint will do as well.]

SveeesTions For Cororing, Tree, brown and
green; stone, white; *Serve and Obey,” yel-
low.

Kindergarten Hints.

KinpErGARTEN DEPARTMENT. Promising Again,
Josh. 24. 14-18, 24, 26-28,

Gorpex Texr. *The Lord our God will we
serve, and his voice will we obey " (Josh. 24. 24),

Aws 1o Tue KinpEreartNer.  Holy Bible, Heb,
8. 1-13; Kitto's Daily Bible Illustrations (Cam-
bridge Bible); Joskua and His Times (Smith);
Whedon’s Commentary, notes on the lesson,

ATTENTION STORY.

When the good minister Joshua was one hun-
dred and ten years old, he knew he could not stay
with the people, but must go away very soon. e
was almost at the end of his journey toward the
gutes of the heavenly country, and i;(: wanted to
have a good talk with the people before leaving
them. e asked them to serve God truly and try
to be good always. He asked them to forget the
gods of Egypt, that country from which they had
come, and where they had the golden calf.” He
wanted them to obey God always and to worship
him. Joshua said that he and all the people in his
house were going to do that. He told them to re-
member what God had done for them in the wil-
derness, when he had given them food and water
and had taken care of them, o that nothing could
harm them. After saying all this Joshua waited to
see what they would say. Well, they said alto-
gether, “ We will serve God, and we will obey his
voice.””  When the people had promised to serve
God, Joshua wrote their words in a book ; then he
#ct up a great stone and put it against an oak tree
for a sign to help them to remember their promise,
We remember that an oak tree stands for strength,
and it may mean something that Joshua set the
stone agninst thut kind of a tree. Perhaps it re-
minded the people that they could be strong to
keep their word. We will read about it in Josh.
24, 14-18, 24, 26-28,

Explain unusual words: * Sincerity,” * bond-
age,” * preserved,” ‘‘sanctuary,” witness,”
‘“spake,” * depart,” * inheritance.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Golden Text, and
Bible lesson,

Monday. Talk of what it is to serve God ‘* with
sincerity and in truth,” and explain in simple lan-
guage the great principle of honest thinking and
honest doing, and that one should never appear to
be what he really is not.

Tuesday. The blessing of choice, Each one of
us may choose what we will do and how we will
act. Children sometimes take a picture book and
say, I choose to be this or that;” so Joshua
spoke about the false gods of Egypt, and then of
the one true, loving, living God, and said to the
people, * Now choose which one you will obey.”

Wednesday. The people remembered ull the
goodness of God to them, and said, *“ We will love
and serve God.” All people would say that if
they would take time to talk about it and to
choose.

Thursday. Joshua was so glad to hear the peo-
ple promise to love and serve God that he put a
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great stone to mark the place, and then he let the
people go home,

Friday. Talk of that part of the Golden Text
which says, * His voice will we obey.” Will we
choose to obey the voice of God ¢ He speaks to us
by the still small voice and helps us every day.
Let us listen for it, and then obey it, and be good
and true and helpful to others.

Narure Work., Talk of the oak iree, which is
the symbol of strength. Ilow does it begin to grow
—from what? Getanoak leaf and study its shape
and the difference between it and some other forest
leaves. Sometimes oak trees grow for two hun-
dred years, and the wood lasts a long time. Ship-
builders like to use it. It is strong for wagons
too, and furniture is made from it. Oak bark is used
for tanning. Medicine is made from the bark. [See
Encyclopedia Britannica, vol. xvii, pages 689-694.]

Arr Wonrk. After showing some pictures of a
forest in early autumn, let the children name col-
ors, and talk of the tints of ouk leaves and of what
is to be seen in the picture.

Haxp Work. Let the children draw the outlines
of leaves on their network paper; and t'ic smallest
children may make acorns and saucers of clay.

The Transition Crass may outline the Golden
Text upon their card,

Scaiexce At Home witn Morner., Talk of the
world’s need of the boys and girls who can be de-
pended upon. The value of one’s word is more
than we can estimate. Talk of instances where
people have been true to their word when every-
thing seemed to fail but the truth never fails and
is always safe. The oak tree may be studied, for
though it be so great and strong, yet the trees
when small need to be sheltered. In this they are
like little children who are cared for and watched
over in the home,

LESSON XIII. Review. (September29.)

Gorpex Texr. “There hath not failed one
word of all his good promise, which he promised
by the hand of Moses his servant™ (1 Kings 8. 56).

Primary Notes.

[If possible procure a journal that was written
on a journey; if not procurable, use a book of
travels. Make an open book on the board with
¢ Journal of journey to Canaan” printed at the
top, and the first part of the Golden Text on the
pages. Make a book containing twelve pages of
shegts of wrapping paper, and with a marking pen-
cil print on the pages the titles and suggestive
words of the Golden Texts of the twelve lessons.
Use this in reviewing, drawing from the children
the principal events of each lesson as you show
the page. Provide a box with twelve symbols to
be used in illustrating the lessons. Regin some-
thing in this way, holding up your journal :]

I have a book here that is different from most
books, See! it is written, not printed. It was
written by [tell whom], and is about a journey the
writer took. Every day the places visited were
written down and what was seen. The one who
wrote it likes to read it over; it brings back what
was seen on the journey. Some people not only
write journals, but bring home mementocs or re-
minders of the different places visited.

You and I have heen taking a journey with our
minds for twelve Sundays. We have been travel-
ing with a great company of people. Who were
they ¢ From where did they come? Where going?
Now to-day let us go over the journey asif we
were reading a journal of it. In this box I have
some things that wi'l remind us of each lesson,

Here is something that reminds us of our first les-
son. [Show a flat, oblong stone to recall the tables
of stone.] Of what place does it make you think ¢
[Draw from the class what they remember of Sinai
and the giving of the commandments, opening the
first page of the book and reviewing from it.]

What can you tell about “The Golden Calf?”
[Go over the lesson briefly, bringing back the
thought that whatever we put in God’s place is our
idol.)

Here is a bottle that has in it something that
looks like wine [water colored with a fruit juice
will answer; tell the children it is not wine]. Of
whom does wine make you think ¢ [Show the page
with ¢ Nadab and Abihu” at the top, and review.]

[Turn the page with the fourtn title on it]. How
do we invite people to go anywhere with us? How
did Moses invite his father-in-law? [Take the
tin trumpet or one made of silver paper from the
box, and review uses of the silver trumpets. |

Sing “Come to Jesus.”

[Show a bunch of grapes, and by means of it and
of the book review the fifth lesson.]

[Take u long stick from the box to represent a pole,
and get the class to tell all they ean of “ The Bra-
zen Serpent.” Now take a shorter stick and make
a cross of the two, repeating the Golden Text.]

LA bottle of milk and a little honey will suggest
“The New ITome in Canaan.”  Let the children tell
what other good things were there, and how the
Israelites should feel toward God. Repeat the
Golden Text.]

I heard of a minister who visited this land of
Canaan not long ago. When he came back, he
brought a bottle full of water from the Jordan.
This bottle of water [show one] is not from the
Jordan, but makes us think of it. What did the
Israelites have to do with Jordan? [Roview the
eighth lesson.)

[Read the title of the ninth lesson and review.
Repeat a little prayer about faith.] Our reminder of
this lesson will be a stone, to make us think of
the wall that fell down.

Sing * There, there I'll be an angel.”
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|Show a erown made of gold paper.] In which
lesson did we talk about crowns ¢ Who will have
a crown of life? Who was rewuarded in Canaun ?
[Review the tenth lesson. )

[Take a picture of a gate from the box, and let
one child tell about * The Cities of Refuge,” and
ull repeat the title and the Golden Text. )

An ouk leaf will suggest the tres and stone
Joshuaset up. Review the twelfth lesson and re-
peat the covenant frow the card on the wall. |

| Now read the Golden Text from the board, and
muke the children think how God had kept his
promixes to Moses (Exod. 6, 6-8), closing with the
thought that God is the same now and will lead
us safely on our journey to heaven. ]

SveersTioNs ¥or CoLoriNg. Book, white with
red edges; capitals, red, outlined with white;
small letters, white.

JOURNAL |

| OF
| JOURNEY To CRNRAN |

There hath  of 51|

not fa'led His good
one wWord pror},se

Kindergarten Hints.

KiNpDERGARTEN DepaArTMENT, Review,

GoLpeN Text, **God is fuithful”” (1 Cor. 1. 9).

Ams 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
Psulz 463 The Limitations of Life and Other Ser-
mons (Dr. William M. Tuylor), * Misplaced Anxi-
ety,” pages 63-77; ** Providence,” pages 249-263;
Sclections from Jeremy Taylor's Works,  Conso-
lution,” pages 143-146; Robertson’s Sermons,
“The Vietory of Fuith,” pages 446-455.

ATTENTION STORY.

Dear little children, ever since vacation began
we have been learning of the people who were in
the wilderness and who had so much of God’s care.
He gave to them not only the commandments,
which told them how to live and what to do, but
he cared for their bodies and gave them food of
fruits and their cities also, Will some one of these
little people tell the teacher the first command-
ment? Now will all the little people repeat this
commandment with the teacher? " This teaches
us that our God, our dear heavenly Father, is the
one whom we must hold first in our thoughts and
love more than all others. Hec has given to us all
we have, and he made this beautiful world and the
sea and all that is in the sea. He has given to us
more than he gave to these people in the wilder-

|

| atterward, when they had tu

| ness; therefore we are going to be just as good and

kind and loving as we can be. In this way we
can show that we thunk him, Only a little while
after the commundments were given to them the
weople forgot them und made an image for worship.
Jo you remember what it was? Yes, it was a
metal picture of u golden ealf; but I am glad that
n time to think
about it and to remember that it was naughty to
do this, they were very sorry. After they had

| gone over the river into the new country, and

when their minister talked to them, they promised
to serve and love God. Let us read from this
Bible just one little verse of these words, and we
will repeat it together ; then some one may stand
up and say it alone, it is this verse in 1 Cor, 1. 9,
*““God is faithful.” The teacher may refer to the
Golden Text of the other depurtment of the Sun-
duy school, found in 1 Kings 8. 56, and dwell upon,
the fact that not one word failed.

OUTLINE.
Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.
Monday. Review the points of the lesson as

far as where the people came to the river, und
draw a practicul lesson of God’s care in prepariv g
the way before us.

Tuesday. Refer to the promise, ““1 will be witi
thee.” Who said this? Is it some one who is
able to hclp us, and who loves us enough to care
where we are and what we do ¢

Wednesday, Talk of the city of Jericho, and let
the children recall the incidents connected with
tuking it.

Thursday. Review the practical and the spirit-
ual points of the last three lessons,

Friday. Speak especially of God’s never-failing
care and of his faithfulness to us. Try to make
real to the children the fuet that Jesus is near to
them, and that he is their loving companion.

Narvre Work., Name some of the topies of
nature work for the quarter, and each morning let
two or three little people choose which one shall be
reviewed, with either the blocks, sand, or some
gift or occupation. They will have preferences,
also, as to fruit, flowers, dew, ecrickets, or other
topies,

Anrr Wonrk, Take the pictures you have shown
during the quarter, and let anyone give deserip-
tions of them, encouraging the expression of idens,
and let the little people tell the teacher some of the
many things which they have been told.

Tlaxp Work. After slowly naming the different
ohjects which have been used to illustrate the les-
sons, let the children make what they prefer, and
then explain to you what it is and what fact it
pictures to them.

The TraxsiTioN ('LAss may sew the words, ¢ He
carcth for you.” Let the teacher try to make clear
to all the ehildren that God is faithful in his care
of our bodies, minds, and souls. As we are sure
of his loving, faithful care, we are to be as gentle
and trustful as the lambs are,

\
i
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Scievce AT Home with Moruer. Speak of
the thought of Monday’s lesson of God's care for
us being so constant that he prepares our way for
us. In John 10. 4 we read that ** when the shep-
herd putteth forth his sheep, he goeth beforethem.”
So does our Good Shepherd prepure our way, and
his care over us is never tailing, and is more than
the care which a mother can give to her dear child,
T'he mother and: children may talk of the numerous
nature topies given throughout the quarter. They
may name autumnal fruits und flowers, and in
talking of palms they will find it wost interesting
to note what may be made from palms, umong
other things food, shelter, clothing, timber, fuel,
sticks, fiber, paper, starch, sugar, oil, wax, wine,
fannin, dyes, and rexin, Tulk of the use of each
of these materials, Two sepurate varieties arce the
cocounut palm and the date palm, each bearing
fruit of its kind. Let the children get the lesson
on Zaccheus and the one on the Triumphal Entry,
and see what is said in them about palms. In the
lesson which speaks of the palm branches being
spread before Jesus they will find what is said
about the palm being u symbol of vietory, God is
80 true in caring for us, let us care for ourselves by
looking after our bodies and giving to them whole-
some, simple, well-cooked food and plenty of out-
door exercise, Let us care for our minds by try-
ing to learn our lessons which are found in books
and those which are not in books, and care for our
inner higher life, the real 1, by being prayerful
and trustful and good every day.

_————

Whisper Songs for September,

NINTH LESSON,

Wourp you win the vietory
Over every foe ?

Where the Captain calls you,
There be sure to go.

TENTH LESSON,
Follow Jesus wholly,

Te his word be true:

Then a home m heaven
He will give to you.

ELEVENTH LESSON,
Jesus is our Refuge,
To his word give heed ;
Fly to him for sufety
In your time of need.

TWELFTH LESSON.
If we serve our Master
With a heart xincere,
He will own and bless us
As his children dear.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Third Quarter.
Rising, all repeat, “ O come, let us sing unto
the Lord.”
ReciraTion.
“Come, children, happy children,
Who love the Saviour's name,
Join in a song of praises,
And spread abroad {
Now raise your hap £
And joyful offerings bring,
For Jesus loves the children—
Sing, childven, sing.”

Hymy.  Selected.

Teacher. And they brought young children to
him, that he should touch them.

Class. Jesus said, Suffer the little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such
is the kingdom of God.

Teacher. A new commandment give I unto you,

(lass. That ye love one another,

Ecno Praver, closing with the Lord’s Prayer,

Hywy. “I think when I read that sweet story
of old.”

OrrerinGs, followed by birthday offerings,

RECITATION,

“ Only a little penny !
Yet with assurance sweet,
Fearing no scorn, we lay it
Down at the Saviour’s feet,
Saving for him a portion
Out of our slender store ;
Gladly we give our pennies
If we can give no more.”

Commaxpyents, First and third Sabbaths,

Twesty-tHirD Psaiy. Second and fourth Sab-
baths.

Review,

Motiox Soxa, or Rest Exercis

Lessox Tavanr, followed by CoNcErT PRAYER.

“Loving Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child.
Make me gentle as thou art,
Come and live within my heart.
Take my childish hand in thine,
Guide these little feet of mine.
So shall all my happy days
Sing their pleasant song of praise,
And the world shall always see
Christ, the holy Child, in me.”

Crosing Hywmy.

Teacher. And now, little children, abide in him,

Class. That we may not be ashamed before him
at his coming.

All. The Lord watch between thee and me
when we are absent one from another.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Scott’s Emulsion

is not a secret remedy. It is simply the purest Norwa
Cod-liver Oil, the finest Hypophosphites, and chemi-
cally pure Glycerine, all combined into a perfect Emul-
sion so that it will never change or lose its integrity.
This is the secret of Scott's Emulsion’s great success.
It is amost happy combination of flesh-giving, strength-
ening and haning agents, their perfect union giving
them remarkable value in all

WASTING DISEASES.

Hence its great value in Consumption, wherein it arrests
the wasting by supplying the most concentrated nour-
ishment, and in Anemia and Scrofula it enriches and
vitalizes the blood. In fact, in every phase of wasting
it is most effective. Your doctor wilrl) confirm all we
say about it. Don’t be persuaded to accept a substitute !

Scott & Bowne, Belleville, All Druggists, 50c.and $1.

OUR NEW.....

Sunday-school Catalogue

CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING:

Miscellaneous Books at Graded Prices, | Sunday-school Decorations.

and from various Publishers, Wall Rolls,
Popular Authors and Special Series. Sunday-school Requisi
Sunday-school Lesson Helps. | Officers’ and Teachers’ Record Books.
Miscellaneous Requisites.
Helps for Bible Study— Wall Maps.
Bible History. Reward Cards and Tickets.
Bible Commentaries. Books for Sunday-School Workers,
Bible Concordances. Readings, Recitations, Dialogues, etc.
Bible Dictionaries. 'Our Periodicals,

This splendid Catalogue should be in every school. Of its 73 pages, 55 are devoted to library
books, the cream of the publications of such well-known houses as The Religious
Tract Society, Thos. Nelson & Sons, Nisbet & Co., Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier, Blackie & Son, London Wesleyan Conference
Office, ete., not to overlook the important list of
our own publications.

WRITE . US . FOR . CATALOGUE . AND . TERMS

WILLIAM BRIGES, - Wesley Builldings, - TORONTO, ONT
©. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halltax, N.8.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you wili oblige the
bilsher, a8 well as the v stabing that you sate 4 n Taz 8 BOHOOL BANNEE.

s by stabing that you saw




ADVERTISEMENTS

SUMMARY and TABLE OF CONTENTS L -
of the TEACHERS’ HELPS for the

[HTERNATIONAL 1] TRACEERS BILEG

The following is a brief outline of the Teachers’ Helps for the International Teachers Bibles,
1t is believed that they will fully meet the needs of the reader and student. KEvery article has
been prepared by a specialist of reputation, and the whole has had the supervision of a most efficient
and scholarly editor. The first care has been to have them absolutely accurate, then brief, but A
complete, and finally of practical utility. They are now submitted to the trade and public with
confidence that these requirements have been met :

1. INTRODUCTORY T0 BIBLE STUDIES. Srtupies—( Continued).
. How to Study the Bible, By Rev. James Stalker, 28, The Bible and the Ancient Monuments. By
D.D. Theophilus G. Pinches,
. The Sunday School Teacher's Use of the Bible. 20, Paublu of the Old Testament. By Rev. C. H. H.
By Bishop John H. Vincent. n(S D.D.
. Inspiration. By Phl]lg Schnﬂ, D.D,, LL.D. 30. Miracles of the Old Testament. By Rev. C. H. H.
b T:e I‘I:!ilﬁe lllld the Christian Church. By Rev. Wright, D.D.
unnin,
. The English anlun of the Bible. By Rev, | V- STUDIES IN Tk NEW TESTAMENT. K
Henry Evans, D.D. 31 'y of Gospel Incidents with the Resp w e
6. Ancient Versions of the Bible. By Rev. William leu By Rev. A. R, Faussett, D.D, ;
Rainey Harper, Ph.D. 82, HumoByDol the Gospels. By Rev. A. R. Faus. ance st
II. HELPS T0 DEVOTIONAL STUDY. 33, sn';?wh of Apomuc History. By Rev. A, R. 90 pOw
7. Texts for Christian Workers. By Major D, W. ussett, D.D. that wig
Whittle. 34. Herodlm lely Table. By Rev. A. R. Faussett, last utts
8. Daily Food. By the late Rev. R. Murray D.D. decision
McCheyne, M.A. 35. The Lord's Prayer. By Rev. Hugh Macmillan, v

III. Tug Books oF THE BIBLE AND APOCRYPHAL BOOKS. 86. The Sermon on the Mount. By Rev. Alexander
9. The Old Testament —Summary of Books. By Stewart, D.D.
%eorge Jb gpu;rel}’ M.A., and Rev. C. H. H, 37, Pmblu "of our Lord. By Rev. C. H. H. Wright,
right, D.
10. 'rhe Apocryphll Books of the Old Testament. 88, Miracles of our Lord. By Rev. C. H. H. Wright,
George J. Spurreil, M.A. D.D.
1. 'l'ha New Testament Canon. By Rev. Alfred | vI, Hisrory SUBsSIDIARY 10 THE HISTORIES OF TiE BibLk,
Plummer, M.A., D.D. - 1 39, Jewish History, between the Evening of the Old
" Summnr) of Bocks. By Rov.[Altrgd Flummer, Testament Dﬁpenntinn and the Morning of the

M.A., D.
" New. By Rev. J. B. Heard, M.A,
W Nﬁ:bj;“&.nnﬁn: "A 'Xfﬂwhk By, Bay: ‘Wilisio 40. The Sub Apoowlle Age. By Rev. Henry Cowan,
14, Ancient Versions. By Rev. Alfred Plummer,
M.A,, D.D. VIIL Hlurs T0 BiBLE STUDY IN GENERAL. —

1V. STUDIRS, ESPECIALLY IN THE OLD TRSTAMENT. 41 GW"“P"Y of '»ll;e Bible. By Major Claude R.

Conder, R.E.,
16, The Tabernacle. By Rev. Charles H. H. Wright, 42, 'l‘he Ethnology of the Bible, By Theophilus G.
Ttll)en'l‘emp By Rev. Charles; H. H. Wright, 43. Animu. OF‘&. Bible. By E. Perceval Wright,
.y

. . M.A., M.D,
. The Messianic Prophecies. By Rev. George Adam | 44, plants of the Bible. By E. Perceval Wright,

LA M.A., M.D.
. The Names L b Christ. By Rev. George | 45 Geology of the Bible. By Valentine Ball, Esq., vl
Adam Smith, M.A. C.B., LI Rev-
The Offices of Jesus Christ. By Rev. George i
Adam Smith, M.A. VIIL. DIcTIONARY—BIBLICAL GLOBSARIES.
Tg' "1;“‘“ of Jegus Christ. By Rev. George Adam | 46 Proper Names of the Old and New Testament,
m
. Hebrew Poetry. By Rev. A. B. Davidson, LL.D. s A D Sreion) Laugs, .
. 0ld Testament' Chronology. By Rev. Owen C. 47, Gluury of Archaic, Og-olen and Obscure Words,
Mooy, D Dav. Gien. 0. Whilkihotine, MiA: By Rev. Henry Evans, D.D.
. Weights. By Rev. Owen C. Whitehouse, M. A. 48. Antiquities of the Bible. By Rev. Henry Evans, G 4
. New Testament Quot.monl from the Old. By L th
G et Wetorr. 3y 2ov: | % 1. Cous Christin
1 erences to ‘estamen story. By Rev. ristia
William Heber Wright, M.A., and the editor. X. 60, Conoordance. clear, a
Table of Prophets. By Rev. Jesse L. Hurlbut, | XI. 61. Maps of Bible Lands, Anclent and Modern. By strongl
D.D., New York. Major Claude R. Conder, 813
and fam
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,;mother Shot at King AIC(;i]_oI
—

A new story from the author of *Matthew Mellowdew,”
' ‘‘Nestleton Magna,” * Simon Holmes, Carpenter,” etc.
THE

Red, Red Wine

A TEMPERANCE STORY

o BY J. JACKSON WRAY

= .
D o S g raseonene —81.00

WK HAVE JUST ISSUED in & handsome Canadian edition this fine temperance story of the late

J. Jackson Wray. The Joyful News thus refers to it: **This, as its name implies, is a temper-
ance story, and is told in the lamented author's most graphic style. We have never read anything
so powerful since ‘Danesbury House,' and this book in stern and pathetic earnestness even excells
that widely-known book. It is worthy a place in every Sunday-school and village library ; and as the
last utterance of one whose writings are so desery edly popular, it is sure of a welcome. It should give
decision to some whose views of Local Option are hazy.”

PRACTICAL
TALKS . ...

Impbrtant Themes

TO YOUNG CONVERTS, OLDER CHRISTIANS
AND THE UNCONVERTED

BY
Rev. H. T. Crossley.
CLOTH, $1.00

HE author tells us in his preface: **This book of Practical Talks on Important Themes
may be regarded as a souvenir volume of our evangelistic work. We publish it in
response to many requests for such a volume, hoping to further instruct and confirm

those who are new converts, and, at the same time, assist to clearer views of truth and privilege
those who are more experienced Christians, and also to induce the unconverted to become
Christians.” Those who know Mr, Crossley need not be told that his book is terse, practical,
clear, and evangelistic in its tone. It is a book of nearly 400 pages, clearly printed and
strongly bound, and contains portraits of Mr. Crossley and of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Hunter
and family.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - Wesley Buildings, . TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Malifax, N.8.

In ordering goods, or in making tnquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magazine, you will obiige the
Publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNEE,
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mdlcutc the approach of ccld and

storm. Are you pl(‘pdl‘“\] for the
Fall? ls your blood in good condition, or is it impure
and thin? Are you nervous, chilly, irritable, easily
fatigued, troubled with froquult headaches, loss of appe-
tite, sleeplessness, debility, or rheumatism ? 1f so, you
need the cleansing, renovating, invigorating assistance
of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. Take it now, in bright, breezy
September. It will build up your system, when run
down with summer heat, overwork, or illness. 1t will
expel every acid and humor from the blood and establish
your health on a sure and permanent basis.

Ayer’s .., Sarsaparilla
Admitted at

THE WORLD’S FAIR.

wishes to speak through the Register of the
beneficial results he has received from aregular
use of Ayer’s Pills, He says: “T was feeling

sick and tired and my stomach seemed all out of order. I tried a
number of remedies, but none seemed to give me relief until I was
induced to try the old reliable Ayer’s Pills. I have taken only one
box, but I feel like a new man. I think they are the most pleasant
and easy to take of anything I ever used, being so finely sugar-coated
that even a child will take them.”—Boothbay (Me.) Register.

Ayer's Cathartic Pills
Admitted for Exhibition

AT THE WORLD’S FAIR.
aooooooooggmooooooocoooqpoooooooooooooooooo§
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