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The difficulties of internationsl commnu-
icatiou in British North America about fifty
vears ago can hardly be realized now by
the person who has become accustomed to
the use of the telephone, the telegraph, the
railway, and our admirable postal system.
Then the most expeditious method of send-
ing messages or traveling was by steamboat
or stage coach in summer, and by sleighs in
winter. In 1853 it took ten and a half
days for a letter to go from Quebec to De-
troit ; in 1857, after the completion of the
Grand Trunk Railway, it took but 49 hours.

The postal acoomodation was poor and
the rates of postage were excessive. Just
previous to 1850 the rate on a single letter
(without an envelope), not exceeding one-
half ounce in weight, was 4}d. currency
for 60 miles and under; 8d. for 60 to 100
miles, and it increased in about this propor-
tion. The cost of sending a letter from
Montreal to Toronto was 1s.13§d  Between
the Provinces and the United Kingdom the
uniform charge was 1s. 2d. sterling or 1s
4d. currency per § ounce. For newspapers
#d. was the lowest rate. Notwithstanding
the high rates charged, the revenue of the
Post Office Department was comparatively
small, bec..use few letters were written, and
payment of postage was avoided by the
sending of letters with friends traveling to
the place to which the letters were address-
ed. The carrying of letters by private
persobs was punishable by a fine, but,
nevertheless, it was extensively practised
until the rates were lessened.

In February. 1837, Mr. (afterwards Sir)
Rowland Hill published his famous pamph-
let, *“ Post Office Reform.” In it sweeping
changes in the management of the Post
Office Department of the United Kingdom
were first publicly advocated. The most
important recomendations were, a uniform
rate of postage (prepaid) of one penny with-
in the United Kingdom, for letters not ex-
ceeding ¥ ounce in weight; and that “stamp-
ed covers and sheets of paper be supplied
to the public from the stamp office or post
office at such a price as to include the post-
age.” The general use of adhesive stamps
does not appear to have formed part of the
original scheme, but was a suggestion to
obviate the difficulty that might arise from
the use of the unstamped paper. Stamped
envelopes and adhesive stamps had been in
use locally in the United Kingdom and
the Continent many years before 1837, but
for natiounal use stamped covers date from
May 1, 1840, when they were first used by
the post offices of the United Kingdom.
These stamnped covers, known as the “Mul-
ready envelope,” were, in a few days, reject-
ed by the public, and adhesive stamps
almost wholly used.

(to be continued.)

We were shown an interesting thing the
other dsy in the shape of a soldiers letter
from Santiago de Cuba. The envelope was
made from two sheets of paper sown to-
gether, and on the face was the address
and signatare of the officer in charge of the
camp, the post mark “ Santiago de Cuba,”
and s two cent postage due stamp. Such
curiosities as this add a souroe of great
interest to any collection.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS.
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Notes and Comments.

We wish it distinctiy understood that
this paper has no connection whatever with
any other publication. All communications
intended for this paper should be addressed
to the office of publication. This is the
“Canadian Philatelic Weekly” granted
second class rates by the Post Office
Department at Ottawa.

‘We have laid over “ Philately as it should
be” till some future date, and in this issue
give the first instalment of a lengthy article
on ‘The Postage Stampsof Canada.” This
is considered the best article on Canadian
and B.N.A. stamps ever published.
It is from the pen of A. C. Casselman and
originally appeared in the Canadian Maga-
zine. We will include an illustrated cata-
log ue of Canada and B.N.A. postage stamps
and can safely say that this combination
of history and catalogue will make the most
interesting and valuable article on these
stamps ever presented to the philatelic
public. Send in your subscription at once
and secure this article complete.

If you do not receive a copy of our next
number do not conclude that we have ceas-
ed publication. Only subecribers will re.
oceive this paper regularly.
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& "The Philatelic World
Eeg - In a Week.
s sfrsiese Resfse i e e e
A sheet of half cent Canadian Jubilees
sold at face in Toronto last week.

A special meeting of the Dominion Phil-
atelic Association Officers will be held on
Thursday next Nov 24th in the Philatelic
Club of Toronto rooms, 29 Forum Build-
ing, to consider a number of important
matters.

The Philatelic Club of Toronto held its
regular meeting in Room 29 Forum Build-
ing on Tuesday Nov. 15th. T'en members
were present. The constitution which had
been laid over for some time was again
brought up for consideration and after a
lively discussion and much changing it was
finally adopted. Three new members were
admitted and a new Executive Committee
elected ;—W. D. Waste, E. Davenport and
F. A. Brereton. A meeting of the Execut-
ive was held at the home of Mr. W. D.
Waste on Friday evening Nov. 18th, when
several inportant recommendations were
considered. Next meeting will be held on
‘Tuesday Nov. 22nd.

We are able this week to present reliable
information concerning a number of im-
portant changes in the Postal Service of
Canada.

Penuy postage to Great Britain and col-
onies will take effect on Christmas Day,
and to commemorate this it has been de-
cided to issue a special postage stamp of the
denomination of two cents. The design
has not been fully decided upon but several
sketches are under consideration. It is
understood that the stamp will be in use
for a limited period only. The reduced
rates will apply on letters passing between
Canada and Great Britain and Ireland,
Britisk India. Newfoundland and the fol-
lowing African protectorates:—British East
Africa—Uganda, Zanzibar, British Central
Africa—the Niger Coast protectorate and
the Niger Co's territory, the rate being two
cents per half ounce, instead of five cents
as heretofore. It is hoped that other por-
tions of the Empire will have completed
arrangements for adopting this reduced
rate at the same timeor shortly thercafter.
Duenotice will be given to postmasters and
the public from time to time as to the
countries or colonies to which the reduced
rate will apply.
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A four cent stamp will come into use at
the same time to accommodate double-
weight letters and it is rumoured that we
will bave a new universal post card.

The rate of postage on letters within
Canada will be reduced to two cents, \he
section enacting such coming into effect
by proclamation of the Governor-General.
It 1s stated on good authority that this
change will be made at the sume time that
Imperial Penny Postage comes into effect.
These changes will necessitate 8 number of
other changes now under consideration at
Ottawa. A new two cent stamp will likely
be issued aud a change made in the three
cent. The rate on drop letters will be re-
duced to one cent and 1t is said that a new
letter card will be issued. A change in
our present post card is also spoken of.
The rate to the United States will remain
at three cents per ounce.

On and after January 1st 1899 and until
June 3Uth 18YY, % cent per pound will be
taxed on all newspapers circulated outside
a radius of 2U miles from the place of pub-
lication, and on June 30th the rate will be
raised to § cent per pound. All publishers
have recently been notitied to that effect.

Other important changes in the reguia-
tions of the Dopartment authorized by the
Postal Union convention held in Washing-
ton in June 1897 come into effect with the
New Yearas also those inciuded in the “Act
to amend the Postal Act,” passed June 1898
by the Dominion Government.

The new one cent black reply card has
appeared at the Hamilton Post Office.

Plate number 3 of the Numeral Issune
has appeared in the 1 cent green.

AN OFFER.

Io order to give any doubting advertisers
the privilege of testing the Canadian Phil-
atelic Weekly as an advertising medium, at
a small expcnse we have discounted our
regular rates and will offer an inch adv. for
30c or over two inches at 25c per inch.
This extraordinary offer will remain open
for a veryshort time only and will be wth-
drawn on one week’s notice. Asthe demand
for space 1s sure to be large at this low
%ure do not delay engaging space at cnoe.

will insert an inch adv. twice for 50c a
two inch twice for 90c or a three inch for
$1.25 Have copy in by Wednesday pre-
ceding date of issue.

THESE - PRICES - SPEAK

Ceylon 250, DISEr® .. .oqiiviriiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieis
Greece, magnificent bioek 18 used 2 lepta (Cat. 'nc ) 30

Mew Nouth Wales Jubilee, 3 varleties

New South Wales 2%d. deep violet.......

Queensland 1s.violet.......................

Argentine 7 varfeties................c.ooin
spe Hope. 10 vnrletles .............

Ceylon 6 varieties including 25¢. and 30c

India 8 varieties including i rupee.....

Muuritius 4 varieties ....................

l\ewlouudlnnd 4 varletles Including Cabot... .. 10
Paraguay 3varleties..............oooociiiiiiiieann 05

‘Transvaxsl 8 varietles 4d. to 1s.........cooviil il 18

Piice List Free. Fine Variety ot Sets on Hand.

Colonial Stamp Co.

399 SPADINA AVE. TORONTO.
STAMPS BOOKS COINS

WILLIAM MYERS

Member D.P.A. Canada.  Member 101 A.E.C.. United States
DEALER IN POSTAGE STAMPS FOR
COLLECTORS.
Specialty : Canada, United States, British Colonies.
New and Old Scarce Hooks
Rare Foreign Stamps. Coins, Bills Notes, Ete
Correspondence Desired Exchanges Made.
Address 243 Seaton St. Toronto, Can.

NoTr-I have correspondence with dealers in Bombay
India; Melbourne, Australia; Cape Town, South
Africa; Auckland, New Zealand; I can supply your

wants— Write me.

TRY MY 250 PACKAGE OF STAMPS.

Member Southern Philatelic Association, U. 8.
President Philatelic Club of Toronto.

EXCHANGE—TAUSCH.

I desire to exchange with collectors in
Newfoundiand. New Zealand, Australia,
West Indies, Strait Settlements, India
and South America. Send 100 to 1000
and receive same value in stamps of
North America. Address

E. B. McGILLIVARY

47 Elizabeth St. Toroato, Can.

COLLECTORS

Send me 125 of the Maple Leaf issue (four leavea
only) and receive an exceptionally good sheet of

FOREIGIT STAILPS
Warranted to Catalogue at 45¢.
F. WHATLEY, Jr.
27 Bellevue Plave. Toronto, Can.

EXCHANGE (TAUSOH)

of North

THOMAS L. HANCOCK,
890 Quoen St. West Toroato, Can
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WANTED TO PURCHASE FOR CASH

A collection of from 500 to 2000 varieties and odd
or job lote of loose stamps, in perfect condition
only. Send n.rtlculars and lowest cash price.
President D. Treas Phil. Clmb of Toronto

CHAS, BAILLY Established 1885
85 Euclid Avenue, - - - Toronto, Ont

MY PRICE LIST
and 1000 of the latest and best onion-skin
hinges (the Ideal). Only 10c post free.
HEW. R. WOOD,
51 Belmont Park Montreal, Que.

3,000 3,000 3,000
Collectors wanted to send five cents for the in-
sertion of their names in my ADDRESS BOOK,
which will be extensively circulated among deal-
ers and collectors. The Look FREE to all sendin
the 5 cents. Give it to Uncle Sam’s mail cle f
at once, addressed to

HERBERT F. BUTLER,

_ NEWTON CENTRE, MASS.

S0 VARIETIES CANADIAN STAMPS
25 CENTS, POST FREE.

J. H, LOWE, 49 Adelaide St. East, Toror:to.

WILLIAM J. DICKSON,
POPULAR PRACTICAL PRINTER
2 & 4 YORKVILLE AVENUE, TORONTO.

Weston Stamp (5

31 King St. E. Toronto.

OFFER
Newfoundland. 98 set ui 4.......... 10¢
Newfoundland, '97 Cabot set of 14 $2.75
British Guiana,’98 set of 3.......... 16
Grenada 21d Jubiles..... ...t 10
Trinidad Jubilee, 2d...ece.ino. e 8
Cuba 98, set of 4......covrivaaennn. 10
Porto Rico, 98 set of 4...........-. 10
Phillipine Islands, set of 4.......... 10
Above 3 sets for..cceceeeeene e 26
Gibraltar, set of 4 new, 1898........20

WE BUY
JUBILEES AND MAPLE LEAFS,
USED.

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LISYT.
New list published shortly of 500 Sets

Free for the asking.

A Veritall (o

Bellon 1 Tiself

IS OUR PACKET OF

200 Picked Varieties including Porto Rico, Cuba,
Phillipines and Canada—New Issue—the Popular

Stamps of the Day.

PRICE 30 CENTS, POST FREE.

We have others as follows :—

100 varieties 10c. 500 variet.es $2.00
300 u 50c. 1000 « $6.00
All Stamps guaranteed in good Condition.
CURRENT ISSUE WXAXNTED ... ..
WE PAY FOR
Numeral Issue per 100 | Maple Leaf Isaue per 100
1¢ cent - 20c | 2¢ cent - - - e
S - sell - - - Tc
T % = - 15
3 « . . . . . < . 8|8 « - - - 7c
6 and 8 cent - - - - 5|5 “ - - - - -« - 50¢
10 cent - - . - - $1.00 ‘ 6:md80ent - - - - - <815
10 « e
SEND ALL YOU HAVE AT ONCE. PRlCE LIST OF SETS FREE.

..COMET STAMP CO.,

TORONTO, CANADA.



