—

HE stock jobbing of Abbey’s Salts has

of late years become a subject of conver-
sation among [the politicians of Canada,
and especially since Mr. Dave Russell as
snmed the role of Warwick, the Kinz
maker. Mr. Russell spent $80,000 in the
city of 8t. John to promote the return of
a candidate hostilegto Mr, Emmerson. He
went there in a superb Pullman car filled
with champagne and good cigars and spent
work
ers. The St. John election grafters thonght
the laborer was worthy bis bire and 100k
the money in chunks of five huadred and
one thousand dollars  Mr
the newspaper he had stolen against the
governwent, and whose
guns he also tarned on Mr. Emmerson and
the government,

In passiog we might explain how My
Russell stole the St. John Telegraph. Af-
ter a certain political transaction, carried
out under the Department of Railways and
Canals, $25,000 was pat into St. John Te
legraph stock. A certain

wmoney like water in hiring eleetion

Ruseell hurled

bonght another

contractor put
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Abbey’'s Salts as a Political
Factor.

up another §25,000 and a swall amount of
the stock stood in the name of A. G
Blair, $5,000 we believe. The total cap-
ital stock of the company was $75,000 and
only $69,000 of this had heen issued. Mr.
Ruseell bonght §9,000 of
the contributors of the
their names
with the

Dave it, and as
50,000 did not wish
known in connection
sabseriptions their stock was
given to Mr. Dave Russell to hold in trust,
it being, of conrse the control of the paper
which the owners of the $50,000 worth of
stock desired to retain, Mr. Russell then
proceeded to treat the paper as his

Lo be

own
and when the directors protested he turned
them ont. He then offered tae
sale to the Liberals for $125,000,

paper for

The rea
this daring
theft of an important daily newspaper was
the desire of the two men who had plac-
Mr. Russeli
not to he publicly connected with the af-
fair. There was even treachery in the sale
of the St to Mr. Russell a
few weeks vefore the elections, thongh it

son he was eaabled to achieve

ed their stock in trust with

John Gazette
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Was not on the shoulders of Mr. Russell.
Dr. Pugsley, the Attorney General of the
Province, whose political future Mr. Rus-
sell was anxious for some reason to take
charge of, had control of the Gazette, and
‘he had given those friendly to Mr. Em-
merson & verbal uption on the paper. Three
«days before these friends appearsd to ro-
deem Mr. Pugsley's word he was persuad-
ed to sell to Mr. Russell.

Why was Mr. Russell so anxious to have
the nominating of Mr. Blair's successor in
the Department of Railways and Canals?
The answer to this question is Abbhey's
Salts. Mr. Ruseell formed a parinership
of some sort with Mr. Blair on the Salts
business. During the past three or four
years Mr. Blair made about $80,000 out ot
it. Mr. Russell no doubt made mach more
for Mr Russel: is clever. How? For some
years no dividend has been declared on the
stock. Promises have been given but no-
thing more. Mr. Russell is an adept at
prowises. In the meantime every con-
tractor under the department of Railways
and Canals was expected to take a few
thousands of stock in Abbey's Salts. They
were only too pleased, and the profita
caee to the mimster of railways and ca-
nals and to Mi. Dave Russsl). This inge-
nious system was apparently not so in-
digenous to the department under Mr.
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Emmerson, and so Mr. Russell wanted to
have the nomination of Mr. Blair's suc-
cessor.

Mr. Dave Russell may be very clever, but
he is not the only tea leaf in the sink. He
has spent $200,000 in the elections in an
attempt to continue his graft on the Inter-
coloniul in conneetion with Abbey's Salts,
and he bas failed. This country needs to
be warned against Mr. Dave Russell. He
is clever, but not quite so clever as he
thought he was. He has been worsted by
an honest man—Mr, Emmerson. He is dis-
credited by his transaction in regard tothe
St John Telegraph. A man who practi-
cally steals $50,000 and regards it as a fin-
anc’al transaction caunot be allowed to
have anyinfluence in affairs of government
The men who control pablic policy ~in this
country are poor men, and have no finan-
cial irors in the fire and no stocks to man-
ipulate. Mr. Russell may be a most esti-
mable character but he should confine his
operations to the stock market and to the
realms of finance, and to attempi to con-
tinue an alliance with a publie department
for the purpose of bleeding public contract-
ors is a menace to the State, and this ex-
pesure will, we are sure, prevent anything
of the kind in the future with regard to
any department, and that is our sole ex-
cuse for this article




HE LiLeral convention held at Toronto

on the 23rd inst. was attended by two

or turee thonsand delegates and everybr dy
agreed that tere was ple

ity of enthusiasm
The resolutions adopted may be regarded

Ontario Liberal Convention.

a: the platform™of the party in the Proe
vince. We will deal with them in the next
issve, also with the Conservative conven

tion or confereuce that is meeting as we
KO to press

S s HON. F. R. LATCHFORD .

s.Ontario’s_newAttorney_(Genera!, Y A
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“SOUR years ago there were 34 Liberais
slected by acclamation to the Quebec
Legislature. Last Friday there weve 86
and one Conservative. By the tiwe this
paper is printed the contested elections
will be over. In most of the seats either
Liberals cr Independents are running, but
the Conservatives have candidates for ev-
ery seat where they think they can win.
The hottest fight of the campaign {s in the
8t. Louis division of Montreal where,
strange to say, the issue is between two
Laberals, both supporters of the govern-
ment of Premier Parent There are alto-
gether 74 members in the vegislative As-
sembly. In addition there is a Legislative
Council of 24 appointed memberr, making
a parliament of Y8 members

HE changes that are to take place in

the Ontariogovernment are unaerstood
to be as follows:—Mr. Stratton has resign-
ed o as to secure time toattend to his pri-
vate business. Mr. Gibson, the Attoruey
General goes ont , probatly for a similar
reason, as does Mr. Davis. Mr. McKay of
Noith Grey will bethe new Comr.of Crown
Lands, Mr.Charlton succeeds Mr, Latchford
as commissioner of Public Works and Mr.
Geo. P. Grahaur of Brockville will take the
portfolio of Provincial Secretary. Like Mr,
Stratton Mr. Graham is a newspaper man,
#0 that one journalist succeeds another.
Mr. Latchford was said to be desirous of
retiring from the department of Public
Works but at tne Premier's special request
will remain in the government as Attor-
ney General. Mr. Harcourt retains the
portfolio of Education and Mr. Dryden
that of Agriculture. With this reconstrnct-
ed government Mr. Ross will probably ap-
peal to the people for a renewal of conti-
dence. There is ahead one of the fiercest

fights the province has ever kmown, and it
ought to be over before Christmas.

EVENTS

T bas al.7uys been maiatained in theee

columns that specific duties were thehall
.nark of your real protective tariff. Even
the Damping Clause is not well regarded
by protectionists, to judge by the follow-
ing editorial from the organ of the Cana-
dian Manufacturers’ Association:—

The Duomping Clause of the Fielding
Tariff Act of 1904 is a purely protection-
ist measure. Mr. Fielding in introducing
it did not pretend that it was designea for
any other purpose than to give protection
to Canadian industries. There was no
pretext that while it might incidentally
protect Canadian industries, its chief ob
ject was to provide revenue. There was
never introdnced in any legislative body
in the world a measure whose aim was
more unqoalifiedly protective: and yet, if
it were generally accepted as representing
the views of protectionists, it might do
more harm to the canse than any measure
ever devised by Canadian opponevts of
protection. A policy that causes continnal
annoyance to almost every business man
in the country cannot be long maintain-
ed, and that i+ what the Damping Clanse
is likely to do. The gieat majority of
business men, whether manofacturers or
merchants, require to import Jsome of the
articles they use or sell. This is trne in
the most highly protected countries as wely
as in the low tariff countries. Every busi-
ness man, therefore, is interested in hav-
ing a tariff law that can be easily under-
stood and administered with fair and equal
treatment ror all importers. From the
business man's standpoint it does not
matter so much how high the dnty is, if
he knows beforehand exactly what he has
to pay, and .is sare that all his competi-
tors must pay exactly the same as hedoes,
The Dumping Law upsets all the calenla-
tions of the vusiness man With
tem of protection 1n force he can seilom
tell what duty he will have to pay on im
ported articles until the decision of the
costoms ofticer has been given. He cannot
be sure that some rival merchant will not
get better terws than he does. Not ouly
will disbonest impoiters be able to evale
the law, but honest meirchanis who have
conscientiously given what Jthey regarded

this sys.




age the true valuation will frequently be
suspected of frand. This system of protec-
tion will prave so harassing, that if pro-
tectionists are held to be responsible for it,
there will be developed a hostile public
sentiment which cannot be overcome for
many yvears. Conseqnently, even these in-
dustries which are temporarily benefited
by the Dumping Clause should use their
influenc: to have reasonable specific duties
substitated for it.

THE last of the Dominion elections have
been held. In tho wew Territorial dis-
trict of Mackenzie Di, Cash defeated Dr.
Patrick by such overwhelming majority
that the Conservative candidate loses his
deposit. It seems to be true that Dr. Pat-
rick, a man with a good record. sanctioned
a scheme by which the Conservatives fur-
nished the deposit and induced a Galician
named Gabora to ran as an independent
candidate in the hope of his drawing the
Galician vote which is numerons aronnd
Yorkton. Gabora, however, only received
three votes in the whole constituency, and
in Dr. Patrick's own town of Yorkton the
Tibreal candidate beat nimby 34 majority.
The total vote was between twenty three
and twenty four hundred. The polling
in Kootenay and Yale-Caribon took
place on the 2 2nd and resulted, as was
expected, in victory for the government
candidates, tho’ Mr. Duncan Ross in Yale-
Caribou seems to have had a narrow shave,
judging from the incomvlete returns. In
Kootenay Mr.Galligher has a large major-
ity over Mr. Charles Mackintosh, It's =
case of the Irish having licked the Scotch
The only remaining election is for Yukon
where the Liberal candidate is Mr. F. T,
Congdon and his opponent Dr. Thompson.
The Libarals are not united but Mr.Cong-
don will probably be elected by a hand-
some majority. Polling tokes place next
month,

N the Australian House of Representa-
tives & motion of no-confidence in the
Ministry by Mr. Watson was defeated by
7 votes to 85 after a fortmight's debate.

OURTEEN Liberal M.P’s. and sixteen
candidates supported Sir Henry Cawp-
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bell- Bannermin on the occasion of hisgreat
speech in the Empire Theatre, Edinburgh.
211 shades of Liberal opinion were repres-
ented on tie platform. Principal Rainy
and Mr. 1. Shaw had enthusiastic recep-
tions. Lord Reny, Captain Sinclair, and
Lord Dalmeny were present, and the chair
was taken by Lord Elgin, who very bhap-
pily reminded an enthusiastic audience
that the signs of the times poiut to a Gen-
eral Election and a sweeping Liberal vic-
tory, just as they did in the autumn of
1879. After taking strong ground on the
Scottisk Church question and urging the
necessity of intervention , which, he sug-
gested, should be supplied by a Commis-
sion, Sir Henry referrec to the North Sea
outrage,and o the great step that had been
accomplished by civilisation and humanity
by the employment in this casc of thepeace
machinery set uv at the Hague Couference.
From war and the Hague Convention Sir
Henry passed to the question of naval and
military expenditnre. ‘‘Let us hope,’’ he
said, ' that as a better understanding is
bullt up among the nations, and as the ar-
bitrament of war recedes more and more
from their view, the growth of urmaments
will at least be checked and the exhaust-
ing burden which is bearing down human-
ity will be greatly alleviated.

T has been anmounced that Mr. O. A.
Pearson has bonght the London, Eng.,
Standard. The transaction is to be regret-
ted on manv grounds. The Standard was
by universal admission a good paper,strong
in those very features in which modern
newspapers tend to degenerate. It was
supplied with good foreign correspond-
ents, and it gave considerable attention to
that sphere which Lord Rosebery said the
other day newspapers are apt to neglect,
*“The newspapers,’’ said Loird Rosebery,
‘‘give us the best.possible appreciation of
the present and sometimes some glimpses
into the future. But at any rate they are
seldom able, in the press and stress of
life, to give us muoch insight into the
past.’”’ The Standard s,vesolute ‘snd dam-
aging resistance to Mr. Chamberlain’s
schemes made it a powerful force in fiscal
controversy, and its disappearance leaves

———
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the interestirg group of Unionist Free
Traders withont an organ in the London
daily press. It is s'ngulur and wignificant
of .he power and distribution of the pro-
tectionist movement that all the peuny
morning papers of London are now defend-
ing opinions which, as every election
shows, are repaguant to the majority of
the elestorate. Even worse than the silenc-
ing of this solitary **Free Food ' paper in
the ranks of London daily jonrnalism is
that it is another overthrow of the older
Jjuurnalism before tne avalanche of thesen-
sational Press. It iy melancholy ana omi

nous to see the development of the worst
kind of newspaper control and the danger

ous power which is passing into fewer and

lese scrapulons hands My Peurson and
Bir Alfred Harmsworth hay absorbed
newspuper after newspaper. Mr. Pearson

now controls two morning papers and one
evening paper in London, two papers in
Newcastle, two in Birmingham and one in
Leicester.  Sir Alfred Harmsworth and
his brothers possess or control a still larger
collection. O ne old Liberal provincial pa-
per in Newcastle fell into the hands of Mr,
Pearons, another in Leeds into the hands
of Sir Alfred Harmswortn. The chief cha-
racteristics of these papers are well known
They do not represe.it any serious o,inion
or enthusiasm but live on the public appe-
tite for sensation : thay respect and care
for nothing but financial success, They are
the real Yellow Peril.

BLUE book of rather unusual inter
est has been distributed from the
printing barean, under the anthority of

the minister of agriculture compiled by
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Mr. deo. F. O nalloran, deputy minister
of agriculture. It relates to the Canadian
Archives, and contaios a list of the pam-
phlets on fyle. Most of these are rare and
to have this list in permanent form is of
great valos to all those who may have oc-
casion to refer to them.

R F. WAYLAND GLEN was a mem-

ber of the Canadian parlisment about
twenty years ago, und the Montreal Ga
zette of the 2ird, commenting on his
arrest for non-payment of a type-writer
bill incurred in connection with material
advocating the union of Canada with the
United States, speaks of him as  ‘‘an ex-
Liberal wmember of parliawent’’. When
does & man cense to be an ex-member? The
effort to associate the Liberal party of Ca-
nada with a disloyal movement is persist-
ent, yet we have the fact that the only po
litical leader in Canadu who was an '’
anuexationist was the leader of the Conser-
vative party, and the rebel upon whose
bead was set a price became a Conservat-
ive cabiist minister. The fact is thatthe
Liberal party in Canada is the loyal party
and any effort to raise a prejudice against
them on this score reacts to the disadvant-
age of the party wmaking that kind of a
campaigu. The result of the recent elec-
tions prove this, if nothing mire. The
Conservative party put Lord Dundonald at
the head of their forces as sybolizing the
Union Jack and Pritish connection, with
the vesult that Lord Dundonald wss turned
down good and hard. But the Union Jack
was hoisted over the parliament baildings
just the same a few days later upon the oc-
casion of the King's birthday.




Two views from the Sydoey Steel Industries



The Question of Preference.

ORD ROSEBERY, speaking at Lin-

coln, reterred to ‘the Colonial offer, '’
which was stated to have been contained
in the resolution of the Prime Ministers at
the Cdnference of 1902 This, however, was
merely a recommendation, and not an
offer at all. He added that we must vet
rid of this ‘‘offer,”” because he agreed
with Mr. Chamberlain that if there had
been an offer by the Colonies it would
have been criminal on the par. of British
statesmen to neglect consideration of it
But there was not a shadow of foundation
for Mr. Chamberlain's sta*ement that the
Colonies had proved their anxiety for an
arrangement by offering a preference. A
messave from the Daily Chronicle's Mel-
bourte correspondent states that *“*Mr.
Balfour’s proposal for a Colonial confer-
ence has profoundly disappointed the ad-
vocates of preferential trade, while it has
delighted the Free Teaders, who interpret
the sprech as meaning the abandonment of
Mr. Chamberlain's Protectionism, '’ Sim-
altancously Mr. Reed is reported as having
declurcd in an interview :

There is no ons in Australia who is not
perfectly ready to respond to an invitation
to a conference regarding matters of im-
perial concern.  Whatever Ministry is in
power and whatever one's mdividualviews
may be, the whole gnestion of preferential
trade hinges upou a reversal of the fiscal
policy of the Mother conntry. The possible
date of the meeting, however, is too dis-
tant to adwit of the discussion of the de-
tails at present.

A long letter on the subject which has
been addressed to Mr. Watson on behalf of
the Labor Representation Committee in
Great Britain, describes the talk of prefer-

ence as 1llusory, since ‘‘your preference to
us is only to be 50 much as is consistent
with your wmonopoly of your own mar
kets. "

If you were to stute clearly that Aus
tralian markets would be opened up to the
free imports of British made goods, you
might theu, and coly then, with any show
of reason and justice join in a campaign
to torce us to benefit you by submitting
to & high cost of living.

fo concluxion a hope is expressed that
“four Lubour friends in Australta will nol
commit themselves to a policy which will
make organived labour in the Mother land
look upon their snccess with regret.’’

Mr. Asquith, spoaking at Newburgh,
said with regard to the proposed Colonial
conference, that he had been forward, as
he believed most *Liberals had been for
yeurs past, in endeavoring to promote in.
every possible way a closer union between
the Mother country and the Colonies. He
had advocated, not spsswmodie, but period
ical, holding of conferences on matters of
common and 'mperial concern,

His criticisms at Ladybank were direct
ed against that purticn'ar proposal of Mr.
Balfour's to summon representatives from
the vavious parts of the Empire that they
might haggle out amongst  themselves
something of the nature of a preterential
tariff. They did not want to he brought
across the sea to engage in any academic
discusgion. The only excuse for summon
ing them would be to lay before them
some definite vroposal to accept to reject,
or, at any rate, to discuss. What proposal
could be laid before the Colonies? There
wes only one—the proposal to impose an
import duty upon food and raw materials.




Qill the Dalai Lama F 1ght?

lT would be a serious underestimate of

the political capacity of the Dalai Lama
to assume that his flight from the ‘holy
city’ is equivalent to a renunciation of
tempora! and spiritual rule in Tibet Sach
a thing as that he has certainly not intend
ed. His departure, indicates on the con-
trary, that he means to Arouse resistance
in the land in order that he may step forth
at the suitable moment. It is significant
that among his followers is & secretive

not become known, bat which, neverthe-
less, must be regarded as important and as
directed against the English.

The Amban is Chiva s official representas
tive in Tibet, who:e omission to sign the
treaty now in the Foreign Otfics at Simla
seews to Loudon organs to require an ex-
planation. The Amban’s plea that he had
no authority from Peking to sign the do-
cument is translated into hollow wmockery
of the colunel,

Distributing alms to the poor of Lhaga,

Russian, concerning whose personalitymuch
obscarity prevails, concerning whom it re
mains unknown when he first made his ap
pearance in Lhasa or what plans he is car-
rying ont. Baut in any event it may be ta-
ken for granted that his presence is no
mere accident and that the confidence re-
posed in him by the Dalai Lama has spe-
cial reasons to justify it. As is well known
the ruler of the monastic nation hitherto
had made various concessions to the em-
pire of the Czar, the details of which huve

A biref retrospect of the events of the
lust few months reveals a story redolent of
fable. Then the Amban wrote to Colonel
Younghusband that he was most anxious
to meet him, but the Dalai Lama refused
transport. He would, however, come as
soon as possible, to Gyangtse. Next the
expedition has to fight its way thither,
where thau incalculable factor *‘General’’
Ma, cones upon the scene as a sort of fore-
runner of the Amban. Shortly certain La-
mas arrive, who plead overruling orders
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from Lhasa, where the Dalai Lama still
refuses to recognise the ‘‘mission '’ On
25th April Colonel Younghusband hears
that the Amban has at last trinmphed, and
will arrive in three weeke, but on the 3rd
May the Dalai Lama once more tigures as
Phuroah, while on the 5th 800 Tibetans
attack the cawp. without any warning
being givem by Ma, but are repnlsed. On
the 6th Col. Brander retaliates, and there
is a lamentable tale of slanghter, Repeat
ed attacks ensoe: the Lamas are reported
as preaching a ‘‘Holy War''; and finally it
is recognised that the obduracy of the
w.onkish rolers , aided by the impotence of
the suzerain Power. necessitates forcing a

that if Britain engaged in a great interna-
tional war, ‘‘one, at any rate, of our pos-
sible autagonists would strike ,”’ not at
Dover or London, at Quebec or Sydney
harbour, bat, *'it is in Asia that the pres-
sure would be applied; it is your Indian
frontier that would bear the brunt.’' With
reference to Tibet he said:

| was sent to India, amongst other ob-
jects, to guard the frontier of india, and |
have done it. I was net sent to 'ndia to
let & hostile danger and menace grow up
just beyond our gates, and 1 have done my
best to prevent it. There are pecple so
full of knowledge at howe that they assure
us that all those fears are illusury, thai

Surveyingirlrt_v in the Pembo-la, twelve miles ncrth of Lhasa: Captain Ryder, 537
RE

R.E., Mr. Haydon (Geologist), and a surveyor in the foreground

way with cannon and rifle, and bayonet to
Lhasa itself, otherwise the prestige on
which the predominance of the Indian
Government rests as well as upon armed
mignt would inevitably be tarnished in
the eyes of a watching Asia to the ad-
vantage of Russia.

Lord Curzon discoursed at the Guild-
ball with regard to British rule in Iodia,
of which he remarked in characteristic
language, ‘‘to me it is the greatest thing
that Eoglish people have done, or are do-
ing now; it is the supreme touchstone of
our pational duty.”’ The country was re-
minded by the man best qualitied to speak

we conld with dignity and prudencehave
gone on turnine our cheek to the Tibetan
smiter. These fears were not illusory.
The danger was imminent and real. Per-
baps the frontier States may be taken to
know something about it, and we have,
a3 we never had before, the frontier
States of Bhotan, Nepaul and Sikkim all
supporting our action and deploring the
folly and ubstinacy of the Tibetan Gev-
ernment, there must be strong prima fa-
cia ground that we are nos entirely mis-
taken in our policy. . . Only the meanest
knowledge is required to know that it is
not vacillation that produces respect, and

hold
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that the longer you hesitate and falter the
severer is the reckoning you have t., pay.
I hope that as a result of these operations
we shall ve able to introduce some measure
of enlightenment into that miserable and
monk-ridden conntry, and without add
ing to cur own responsiblitites, which the
Government are without the least wish to
extend, we shall be able to waru off the
source of political unrest and intrigue on
this section of onr border, and gradually
build up, as 1 believe it to be in our power
to do, harmoninng relations between these
people of that country and ourselves,

At the same time, of course, Lord Curzon
did not ignore the other aspect of the
situation—the basis of British rule:

It is not military force, it is not civil an-
therity, it is not prestige, though all these
Are part of it. If our rale ig to last in lo-
dia it must rest on & more solid basis. It
must depend on the eternal moralities of
righteousnes angd Jjustice. This, | can asg-
sure is not a mere phrase of the conven-
ticle. The matter is too kerious on the
lips of a Governor-(ieneral of Indiu for
cant. Unless wy can persuade Lhe millions
of India that we will give to them ahsolute
] ustice as between man and man, equality
before the law, freedom from tryauny and
injustice and Oppression, then your Empire
will not toush their hearts and will fade
away. . . Harshness, Oppression, ill-usage,
all these in India are oftences, not only
against the higher law, but agninst the
honor and reputation of the ruling race.
lam an strong a believer ag any man im
the prestige of my countrymen, but that
prestige does not require artificial sup-
ports, it rests upon conduct and conduct
alone. My precept in this respect does not
differ from my Practice.

Ho added that if e Ewmpire were to end
to-morrow, it would haye done its duty in
India, justitied 1te mission to mankind. But
it was not going to end:

I believe we have 1t in our power to
will the people of India into a unity be-
ycnd anything they bave dreamed of and
to give them blessings beyond those they
yet enjoy. Let no man admit the craven
fear that those who bavew on India cannot
hold it, or that we have oniy made India
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to our own or its own making. Thav is not
the true reading of history. That is notmy
forecast of the future. To me the message
is carved in granite, it is hewn out of the
rock of doom—that out work is righteous
and shall endure,

Colonel Younghusband’s mission started
back to India, Apparently not a day too
soon, for the night frosts in the high alti-
tudes are very trying to the soldiers, and
the pack animals have died in appreciable
numbers.  With the arrival in October of
the first column at Gyangtse, preparations
were at once begun for breaking up the
force; and the larger part of the Lroops
which were employed on the dull, but ne-
cessary, work of guarding the lines of
Ccommunication are on their way to India,
Arrangements are Leing wude for thehons-
ing and supply of the troops who, under
the terms of the treaty, are to hold the
Chowbi Valley nntil the indemnity is dig-
charged. As to the treaty, it is now stated
that the Chinese Amban did not sigu the
document, nt hlviug any instructions
from Peking to that end; and as the Chi-
nese suzerainty has all along been recog -
nized by the Indian Government and its
officials, the absence of this necessary sig-
nature qualifies very serionsly the value of
the treaty,

Whatever be the outcome of Colonel
Younghusband's visit to Lhasa, it is clear
that the Tibetans have been made to real-
ise that ‘‘wo other Powar' wiil be allow-
ed by the Indian Government to exercise
any influence in Tibetan affairs And no
lesson was more badly needed, for eviden-
Cés were not wanting of external interfer-
ence. A survey party which went twelve
miles north of Lhasa was concerned uot
with the whereabouts of the Dalai Lama,
but with the search for a road made under
European direction, and of considerable
etartegic importance for an advance from
the north.

Tha fortitications at the arti or Dok
Pass, by which the return journey is being
made, show that a strong opposition was
intended there; aud the taking of the
Kbamba rouate evidently nonplussed the
Tibetane, who, with a stapidity that is
characteristic, evidently anticipated that




the British expedition would take no other
routethan that une which preparations had
been made to harass their advance.

The present situation at Lhasa appears to
Le decidedly obscare, although the Times
special correspondent who accompanied the
British expedition to Lhasa does not take
a hopeless view of it in the long and inte-
resting article contributed by him to the
Times of 18th October. While he expresses
Joubt whether the Tashi Lama, who was
appointed by China as successor of the de-
posed Dalai Lana, has snfficient strength
of character to maintain his position,since
he is entirely without personal suppport
he states that it by no means follows that
the ranaway Dalai Lama can reckon on
being reinstated in case of his return. In
allowing him to maintain predominance
the monasteries were chiefly actuated by a
desire to shake off the nominal suzerainty
of CLina,of which they have no longer any
fear. On the other hand the monasteries,
in whose hands the whole pover had for-
merly been vested, found themsevles pow-
erles: to restrain their late ruler where
they differel from his policy, as in the
case of his dealings with Russia, and,
above all, were compelled to submit to his
‘‘domineering and often insolent insist-
ence in matters which they had previously
kept in their own hands.”’ It is hinted
that, in the event cf his retarn. bis fate
may probably be assassination, n new-born
child being substituted, and the Tashi La
ma expelled. The Amban is stated to huve
warned the Chine-e Government that the
deposition of the Dalai Lama might prove
a dangerous step for Chiun, since, failing
his retarn, the result may be a total ex-
clusion of foreign As
the failure of China either to anthorise the
Awban to sign the treaty with Great Bri
tain or to ratify it wt Peking, the Times

influence regnridy

correspondent in that city neserty that tie
latter is the re<nlt of GGerwmmn intrigues
among the native Press with a view 1o

preventing ratification and thus aff wding
gratification to Rossia. [He states but

upon the publication of the Tresty the
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German Minister went to the Wai-wu | u
and enquired if the terms were authent
Their substantial correctness having been
admitted, he said that Article IX if ra
tified by China, wounld bring her into con
flict with the Treaty Powers, since it gave
Great Britain prescriptive rights in an in
tegral portion of the Empire. Since tlen
the Legation has led the Chinese to fuear
that. in case of ratification, Germany
might demand similar prescriptive richts
in Snang-tung. An official contradiction
having appeared in Berlin, Dr. Morrizon
hasr easserted that careful enquiry convin-
ces him that in all essential particulars his
despatch correctly represented what has
passed in Peking.

The British expedition left Lhasa Sept
23. An affec*ing scene tcok place cutside
the camy where General Macdonald was
met by the Regent. The venerable wonk
who was moved almost to tears, invoked
the blessing of Heaven on General Mac
donald for having spared the monasteries
from violation and presented him with &
gold image of Baddha.

A Reuter's Peking telegram states (hat
Tang Shao-ki, Taotai of Tien-tsin
been commanded to proceed to Tibet to
‘‘investigate and wanage affuirs.’’ e las
been created a metropolitan official of the
third rank, and has also been given the
military raok of lieutenant-general
was educated at Yale University, and was
formerly secretary to Ynan Shib ka
Korea. He is well known as being conver
sant with foreign affairs, and is repoited

a3 being jealous of Chinese intercsts
though he has no marked aoti-foicign
bias.

On the 14th October Colonel Younghus-
band arrived at Simla.

The Times Peking correspondent «.lles
that the hesitation of China to ratif
Tibetan treaty is due to the mischicvous
action ot the German Minister in Peking,
who has been co-operating with the 1us
sian Minister to bring pressure to besr up
on the Wai-wu-pu.




nvin-
s his
t has

The Fall Shooting.




Returning the Present.s.

Written by Arnold Golsworthy.

s()PHIE MEADOWSsat in the little par-

lour at the back of her mother's shop
and gazed dismally out into the garden
where the last brown leaves were falling
from the lines on the soggy footpath be-
low. The scene was not altogether an un-
sympathetic one for Sophie, since she was
sad at heart that duall, misty afternoon, In-
deed, there were signs that she had been
erying: and when Sophie criel her nose
grew very red indeed, and a woman will
not incur a risk of that so.t without the
Most acute provocation. In the spring it
had all been so different. David Trotter,
who managed the village flour mill for his
father, and who was besides a most elig
ible voung man in every way, had asked
Sophie to be his wife, and the earth had
seemed so fair to her then. The rong cf
the skylark haa a new meaning for her at
that time, and the swallow's nest that was
building iv the eaves over her window do-
veloped, from a great nuisance, into a
pleasing and blessed allegory. Summer
had been spring intensifind; and the
brightnes of life had seemed quite dazzl-
ing; but now everything was cheerlessand
damp, the sun was eold, and the fire of
true and only love had spluttered out and
left Sophie with a bruised heart and red
nose,

Everbyody knew it was David's—that
is Mr. Trottre's—fault; or, at least, every -
body to whom Sophie had mentioned the
matter. Sophie’s mother had perhaps not
quite grasped the fall meaning of the aw-
ful crisis in her daughter’s bright young
life. The good soul had even #p 'ken light-
ly of it, affecting to treat it as a mere lov-

er's quarrel, and that at a time when S
phie had been serionsly considering whe
ther she ought to go juto a punnery or
just pine away and die in the back par
lour at home. Sophie knew for a fact that
David—or, rather, Mr. Trotter—had heen
ssen flirting w ith Faith Duker, the crea
ture who set her can at everybody, The
thing bad been seen in the village: ard
after a likely bit of scandal hau gone the
round of a village like Dunstead, its own
mother would not have recognized it at
toe finish. David had gone so far ax 1o
meet the creature a gecond time by ap
pointment, and that, of course. capped his
iniquity.. Everybody knows that no self
respecting girl can pat up with goings-on
like that. 1t would not have mattered
much if he bad admitt d his error, and
bad endeavored 1o earn his forgiveness by
a fitting dipslay of contrition. But David
had had the effrontery to deny the charge
and bad actually punched young Harper
about dreadfully for just casually mention
ing the matter to a circle of friends at the
Blue Anchor.  Which just show yon the
true character of people like David |
should say Mr. Trotter, And yesterday o
phie had taken her pen in hand and after
laboriously studying the dictionary so as
to be sure that she had got the long words
right, had 1ntimated to Mr. Trotter in cold
and dignified terms that all was now over
between themw, and he would receive, per
bearer, the presents he had made her, and
henceforth they were strangers for ever-
more. Amen.

On ot¥er days Sophie wcanld have been
helpiog her mother in the shop; but to
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<ay she could do nothing but sit and watch
the leaves fall. As it grew dusk she got up
and lit the lamp. There was her knitting
on the table. The woolly squares hanging
from the needles were the foundations of a
Pair of socks that had been intended for--
him. Now, of course, they would go to the
heathen via the parish church and the mis-
sionary society. No doubt the heathen
wouald be more appreciative, though per-
haps woollen socks in the tropics might b
4 little trying to the untutored savage
mind, And then—

‘‘Sophie!*’

It was the voice of Mrs, Meadows, call-
ing from the shop. And a moment later
the good soul put her head into the par-
lour and added:

**Sophie! It's David. He's come to see
youn."'

Sophie started to her feet. This was the
last s'raw. David—t hat is to say Mr,
Trotter—had been given to understand that
his presence was no longer agreeable to
ber;and in spite of that he haq the effront-
ery to call upon her once more.

* Tell him 1 don't want to see him, mo-
ther,’’ rhe said. *‘After what's happened 1
don’t want to speak to him again,”’

Mrs. Meadows rarned back to the shop;
bat vefore she could repeat the portenn-
tons message, David was already at the
parlour do:r, Mrs, Meadows smiled signi-
ficantly and preceded him into the room
She was about to retire again, discreetly,
when Sophie stopped her, impatiently.

‘‘Doni’ go, mother,’’ she ssaid, with the
imperiousness of the spoilt child that she
was,

David was a big rosy-cheeked fellow,
with plenty fo contidence. The last was
made evident by the deliberate way in
whicn he put his hat on a chair, and then
lifted a couple of hrown paper parcels on
the table. With a quiet “Goorl evening'’
addressed to Sophie, he proceeded to delib-
eratly untie the string of one of the par-
cels. The knot was a listle bard, and as no
one spoke, the embarrassing silence was
bezoming intolerahle, Finally David look-
ed up.

‘*You sent back the few little presents |
'ad gave you,”’ he raid, gazing directly in

front of him acd addressing the opposite
wall straight in the eye ‘‘an’ 80, of course,
I'm bringing back those what you guve
me."’

"**You could ha' sent them back,'" snap-
ped Sophie. *‘There wasn't no need for to
bring 'em yourself."’

"'Well, you see,”’ said David, addressing
the wall with the assistance of his index
finger. with which he beat time to his
measured words, ‘‘a man ain't some’ow
80 careful as what « woman is, Leastways,
1s'pose that's what it is. Now, the things
that you sent back to me, the was all spick
and span, just like new, and——

“*Do for Faith Duker, perhaps,’’ com-
mented Sophie rather bitterly.

David affected not to be conscious of the
interruption.

"‘These 'era slippers, for instance,’’ he
sald ‘*which you worked for me. | ‘adn't
‘ad 'em long before my little fox terrier
8ot at one of ‘em, and belore 1 counld get it
Away from 'im, he'd eaten one of the pink
roses and a couple of the forget-me-nots. "'

Mrs. Meadows was surprised into a ridi-
cculous gaffaw. Then,cinscions apparently
of the impropriety of her condact, she
evaded her daughter's eye, and became ab-
sorbed in contemplation of the ceiling.
David counld hardly help echoing this lit-
tle outburst of encouragement with a
grin of his own; and Sophie set her teeth
together and felt that she was fighting
the whols world sinlge-handed ana alone,

**Then, "’ continued David, “‘theie’s these
‘ere braces, '’

Sophie tarned her head away sharply. It
was doubtfol whether, in her altered rela-
tionship with Mr. Trotter, braces were
thiogs that conld be discassed with pro-
priety. The articles in question were lu-
ridly embroidered in rea and blue upon a
green backgroand, and in anythisg like
sustained silence they might have been
relied upon to speak for themselves. It was
evident, however, from their present con-
dition, that they had been more decorative
than useful; und David's attempt to stren-
gthen the weuker parts by the addition of
a piece ot stout stringhad done nothing to
enhance their artistic beauties,

David, remarking Sophie's attitude out
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of the corner of his eye, placed the yoor
mangled remains of the braces reverently
on the table, and gazed at them with a
sigh,as if he regarded them as still beauti-
ful, even in death, Then he produced a
pair of weollen socks from his parcel.

‘‘These 'ere,’’ bhe said ‘'0' course they've
been in wear a good deal and——"'

‘1 didnt’ give "em to you for to keep un-
der a glass case,”’ protested Sophie, her
bitter fee ings softened a little by the fact
that he bad been glad to make use of her
present.

‘‘No, quite so,”’ said David terning and
addressing her,for the first time. “Only,
you see, when you've got to give thinge
back again "’

‘'l don’t want thew back,’’ said Sophie.

“*Well, there don't seem t¢ be no choice
about it, as far as | can see,’’ replied Da-
vid. ‘And as 1 couldn’'t give 'em back
with holes in ‘em, and 1 didn't like to let
no one else touch 'em now. 1 tried to mend
'em up a bit myself. Youn'll see—"'

Mrs. Mendows gnffawed again. And find-
ing her mirth not 5o easy to check on this
occasion, she fled precipitately into the
shop, and _left the young people alone,
Sophie frowned at the interruption,” bot
the next moment she found herself half
smiling at David’'s dilemwa. This big,
rough fellow's vonfession of his helpless-
ness was not displeasing to her. 1t show-
ed her at least that there were times
when she would be missed, and the re
flection suftened her a little,

‘*‘Show me,”" sbe said, holding out her
hand.

David passed the socks along and indi
cated with his finger the spot where bis
hnadiwork was to be seen. A huge lnmpy
boteh of red wool that had been lahorionsly
grafted an to a grey background, it did
not need to be pointed out It caught the
eye at once, au:l:‘uh-ulntwly riveted the
attention. Sophie felt the corners ¢f her
mouth breaking down, and finally unable
to resist the Jlndicrounsness of the absnrd
incongruity she hurst [into a peal of "derr-
sive langhter

‘'l never was much of a ’'and with a
peedle,'’ David explained, smilingly, Then
as if realizing (hat Sophie’'s mirth was a
distinet sign of encouragement, he leaned
across the table, and said in a tone of gen
tle protest: ‘‘See what a mess | shonld
make o'things if you should give meup."

Sophie stopped langhing and looked at
him sternly.

‘‘There is—Faith Duker,’’ she eaid.

‘*Not for me. there ain't he said, scorn-
fully. ““An' 1can't make out what you
keep on about the gal for. 1 don’t suppose
I've spoken a dozen words to her’. Father
give "er people a job mending the sacks at
the mill, but the werk’s done now, and—""

“‘Bat Mrs. Green said that Bobby Har
per told 'er—"’

*‘Yes, | know. An’ you give my com-
pliments to Bobby 'Arper an’ ask 'm what
‘e's got 'is left eye shat up for, As for old
Mother (ireen, seandal-mongerin’ is 'er
business when she's pot no ariukin’ to do
You don’t want to go | istenin’ to a parcel
of old gossips like that. S'pose you let me
keep the thing you gave me. Come, now
that's a bargain. And the things 1 gave
yon

“1-I returned them,’’ faltered Sophie,
a8 her right hand songht the finger of her
left hand that only yesterday had bien de-
corated with a'gold ring mset with two
pearls and a garent

David tarned to the second parcel on the
table

**1 bronght "em back on the off-chance,’
he said. *'Shall | vndo the string?

By way of veply. Sophie took ber seissors
from the mantle piece behind her, and re
aching across the table, cut the string in
several places  Then she looked up at D
vid's face and langhed.

And Mra. Meadows coming into the par
lour abraptly to see if David were still
there, remarked that she was very sorry to
have interrapted, but hadn't, of comse
had the least idea that everything was go
ing so well




