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PA RT of the following pages were
di&ated by Mrs. Jounsor, new Mrs. HasTincs,
herlelf, and part were taken from minutes, made
by Mr. Jounsor and Kerfelf, during their imgrif-
onment, She is much indebted to her fellow
prifoner, Mr. Lasarrze, by whofe affiftance
many incidents are mentioned, whigh had el
caped her recolletion,
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INTRODUCTION.

.A DETAIL of the miferies of a

* frontier man,’’ muft excite the pity of eve-

1y one who claims humanity. Tae gloom-

inefs of the rude foreft, the diftance from

friends and competent defence, and the

‘daily inroads and noQurnal yells of hoftile
Indians,
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Indians, awaken thofe keen apprehenfions
and anxieties which conception only can
pi€ture. If the peaceful employment of
hufbandry is purfued, the loaded mufket
muft ftand by his fide ; if he vifits a neigh-
bor, or reforts on fundays to the facred
houle of prayer, the weapons of war muft
bear him company ; at home, the diltrefles
of a wife, and the fears of lifping children
oftem urrman the foul that real danger af-
failed in vain. Thofe, who can recollet
the war that exifted between France and
England fifty years ago, may figure to
themfelves the unhappy fituation of the
inhabitants on the frontiers of Newhamp-
fhire ;the malice of the French in Canada,
and the exafperated favages that dwelt in
their vicinity, rendered the tedious days
and frightful nights a feafon of unequalled
calamities, TFhe daily reports of captured
families and flaughtered friends, mingled
grief with fear. Had there been -an oz-
ganized

S
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ganized government, to ftretch forth its
prote&ting arm, in any cafe of danger, the
mifery might have been in a degree allevi-
ated. Bat the infancy of our country did
not admit of this blefling. While Gov-
ernor Shirley of Maffachuf:tts, was petie
tioning to England for a fleet and an ar-
my, Benning Wentworth the fupine Gov-
ernor of Newhampthire, obeyed implicit-
ly the advice of his friend Shirley, and
semained ina&tively fecure at his feat at
Portlmouth. At the commencement of
the year {eventeenhundred and forty five,
the Quixotick expedition to Louifburg
was proje€led, the fuccels of which origin+
sted from the mereft accident, rather than
from military valor or generalfhip ; this
drained the thinly inhabited ftate of New.

bampfhire of moft of its effe@ive mem

From that period till the peace, which
- ook place in the year {eventeen hundred

and forty nine, the vifionary fchemes of ‘

g Az Shirley
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& CAPTIVITY or
Shirley kept the beft foldiers embodied in

fome remote place, as a force to execute
fome impolitick proje€t. The conqueft
of Canada, and the attack upon Crowna
point, are recorded as {pecimens of the
wild proje€ts which were to employ the ine
fant forcesof Newengland.. During this
time, the frontiers fuftained additional mif-

_eries, by having the {mall forces of the

ftate dedu&ed for purpofes which could
be of no immediate fervice to them. The
favages committed frequent depredations
on the defencelefs inhabitants, and ths
eafe with which they gained their- prey,
encouraged their boldnefs, and by fcatter~
ing in {mall parties, they were able to in~
feft the whole frontier of Newhampfhire,
from fort Dummer on Conneflicut River,
to the loweft fettlement on Merrimack.
During this war, which is known by the
name of the Cape Breton war, the towa
of No. 4 could bardly be [aid to be inhahe
ited ;
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ited ; fome adventurers had made a begine
ning, but few were confidered as belong-
ing tothe town. Capt. Stevens, whofe valor
is recorded as an inftance of confummate
generalfhip, part of the time kept the fort,
which afforded a fhelter to the enterprizing
fettlers, in times of imminent danger. But
even his vigilance did not {ave the town:

from numerous fcenes of carnage. At

the commencement of the peace, in. fevens
~teen hundred aud forty nine, the enter-
prizing fpirit of Newengland. rofe fuperiox
to the dangers of the foreft, and they be-

gan.to venture innovation, The Indians,,

fill thirfty for plunder and rapine, and

regardlels of the peace which.their mafters,,

the French, had concluded, kept up a fly=

ing warfare, and committed feveral oute

rages upon lives and property ; this
kept the increafing inhabitants. in a
ftate of alarm, for three or four years;.
- moft of the time, ihey performed their
" - daily

e
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daily work without moleftation, but re.
treated to the fort at each returning night,
ouRr country has {o leng been expoled
to Indian wars, that recitals of exploits and
{ufferings, of efcapes and deliverances,
have become both numerous and trite,
The-air of novelty will not be attempted
in the following pages ; fimple facts, un.
adorned, is what the reader muft expeit ;
pity for my fufferings, and admiration at
my fafe return, is all that my hiftory can
excite. The aged man, while perufing, will
probably turn his attention to the period
when the fallts took place, his memory
will be refrefhed with the fad tidings of
his country’s fufferings, which gave a
daily wound to his feclings, between the
years forty and fixty ; by contrafling thofe
days with the prefent, he may rejoice, that
he witnefles thofe times, which many have
% waited -for, but died without a fight.””
Thofe “in early life,” while they commif~
erate
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erate the fufferings which their parents,
and anceftorsendured, may felicitate them-
felves that their lines fell in a land of
peace, where neither favages, nor neigh-
bering wars embitter life.

CHAP,
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Removal 20 No. 4, in the year fevem-
teen bundred and fifty, and fituation tili
Auguft the 31 ft, the day after our Cap-
Hvity,

THE continuation of peacs,
began by degrees to appeafe the refent-
ment of the Indians, aod they appeared to
difcover a with for friendly intercourfe.
The inhabitants in No. 4,and its vicinity,
relaxed their watchfulnefs, and ventured
more boldly into their fields. As prof-
pefls grew favorable, my hufband, Mr,
James Johnfon,-evas induced, in the
year 3750, to remove his family from
Lunenburgh, in Maffachufetts, to his pof-
feflions in No. 4. Left favage caprice
might offer {ome infult, we refided-in the

: fort




Mrs. JOH NSON, 1t

fort the two or three fir{t years, but every
appearance of hoftility at length vanifhed
~the Indians exprefled a with to traf-
fick, the inhabitante laid by their fears,
and thought no more of tomahawks,
mor {calpingknives, Mz, Johofon now
thought himfelf juftified in removing te
his farm, an hundred rods diftant from
the fort, which was thea the uppermoft
{ettlement or Conne&icut River, he pure
fued his occypation of trade, and the In-
dians made frequent vifits to traffick their
furs for his merchandize. He frequently
credited them for blankets and other nec-
eflaties, and in moft inflances they were
pun&ual in payment. During the year
1753, all was harmony and (afety —fet-
tlements increaled with tolerable rapidity,
and the dew country began to affume the
appearance of cultivation.

THE commencement of the year 1754
began to threaten another rupture be.
Co tween

B RN AR AT aas T ST RN 4 < p
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18 CAPTIVITY or

tween the French and Englifh, and as the
dividing line between Canada and the
Englith Colonieswas the obje& of conten-
tion, it was readily feen that the frontier
towns would be in imminent danger. Bat
as immediate war was not expeéted, Mr.
Johnfon thought that he might rifk the
fafety of his family, while he made a tour
to Conne&icut, for trade. He fat out the
Jaft of May, and his abfence of three
months was a tedious and a bitter fealon
tome. Soon after his departure every
body was < tremblingly alive™ with fear.
The Indians were reported to be on their
march for our 'ﬂcﬁm&ion, and our dif-
tance from fources of information gave full
Jatitude for exaggeration of news, before it
reached our ears. The fears of the night
were horrible beyond defcription, and

+ even the light of day was far from dil-

pelling painful anxiety. While looking

from the windows of my log boufe,” and
feeing
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fecing my neighbors tread “cautioufly by
each hedge and hillock, left fome fecretzd
favage might ftart forth to take their fealp,
my fears would bafile defcription. Alarms
grew louder and louder, till our apprehen~
fions were too firongly confirmed, by the
news of the capture of Mr,: Malony’s fam.
ily, on Merrimack River; this reached us
about the twentieth of Auguft. Imagination
now faw and heard a thoufand Indians ;
and I never went round my own hoafe,
without firfR looking with trembling cau-
tion by each corner, to fee if a tomahawk
was not raifed for my deftru&ion.

on the twenty fourth of Auguft I wasre-
lieved from all my fears by the arrival of my
hufband. He brought intelligence from
Conre&licut that a war was expeéled the
nex¥ {pring, but that no immediate danger
was contémplated. - He bad made prepa-
rations¢@ remove to Northfieid, as foon as

o e B our
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our {tock of hay was confumed, and our
dozen of fwine had demolifhed our ample
flores of grain, which would fecurz his
family and property from the miferies and
ravages of war. Our eldeft fon, Sylvanus,
who was fix years old, was in the mean
time to be-put to fchool at Springfield.~
Mr. Johnfon brought home a large addi-
tion to his ftores, and the neighbors
made frequent parties at our houfe, to ex-
prefs their joy for his return, and time
paffed merrily off, by the aid of fpirit and
a ripe yard of melons. As I was in the
laft days of pregnancy, I could not join (o
Leartily in their good cheer as 1 other-
wife might. Yet in a new country, ‘pleal.
ure is often derived from fources unknown
to thofe lef accuftomed to the woods.
The return of my hufband, the relief from
danger, and the crowds of happy friduds,
combined to render sny fituation peculiar-
ly sgrceable. ] now boafted with exultae
tion,
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tion, that | fhould, with hufband, friends,
and luxuries, live bappy, in {pite of the
fear of favages.

" oN the evening of the twenty nianth of
| Auguft our houfe was vifited by a party
of neighbors, who fpent the time very
cheerfully with watermelons and flip, till
mridnight ; they all them retired in high
fpirits, except a fpruce yonung fpatk, who
tarried to keep company with my filter,
We then went to bed with feelings well
tuned for {leep, and reflted with fine com-
pofure, till midway between daybreak and
‘funrile, when we were roufed by neizhbor
Labarree’s kanocking at the door, who Lad
fhouldercd his ax to do a day’s work for
my hufband. = Mr. Johnfon flipped on
his jacket and trowfers, and ftepped to the
do®r to let him in. . But by opening the
door he opened a fcene—terrible to. dz.
feribe! ! Indians! Indians - yé;:e; _the
it
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firft wordsT heard, he fprang tohis guns,
but Labarree, heedle(s of danger, inftead
of clofing the door to keep them out, be-
gan to rally our hired men up Rairs, for not
rifing earlier. Bat in an inftant a crowd

of favages, fixed horribly for. war, ruthed

furioufly in. I fcreamed and begged my
friends to afk for quarter; by this time
they were all over the houfe, fome up
ftairs, fome haling my- fifter out of bed,
another had hold of me, and one was ap-
proaching Mr. Johafon, who #ood in the
middle of the floor to deliver himfelf up ;
but the Indian, fuppofing that he would
make refiftance, and be more than his
match, went to the door ard brought three
of his comrades,and the four bound him.
I was led to the door, fainting and trem-
bling ; there ftood my friend Labarree,
bound ; Ebenczer Farn{worth, whom they
found up chamber, they were putting in the
fame fituation, and to comiplete the fhock-

ing

——
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ing [cene, my three little children were
driven naked to the place where | ftood.
On viewing myfelf.I found that I too was
naked. An Indian had plundered three
gowns, who, on feeing my fituation, gave
me the whole, "I alked another for a
petticoat, but he refufed it. After what
little plunder their hurry would allow
them to get, was confufedly bundled up,
we were ordered to march. After going
aboat twenty rods we fell bebind a rifing
- ground, where we balted to pack the
things in a better manner; while there,
a favage went back, as we fuppofed, to fire
the buildings. Farnfworth propofed . to
my hufband to go back with him, to geta
quantity of pork from the cellar, to help
us on our journey; but Mr: Johnfon
prudently replied, that by that means, the

Indians might find the rum, and ina fitof

intoxicationkillusall. The ladian p;éf-
ently returned with marks: of fear in his
Bz . couatenance,
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countenance,* and we were hurried oa
with all violence, Two favages laid hold
of each of my arms, and hurried me
through thorny thicketsin a moft unmer-
ciful manner, Iloft a fhoe and fuffered
exceedingly. We heard the alarm guns
from the fort. . This added new fpeed to
- the flight of the favages,.—They were ap-
prehenfive that foldiers might be fent for
our relief. - When we had got a mile and
a half, my faintnefs obliged me to fit. This
beéing obfetved by an Indian, he drew his
kmfe, as fuppofcd to put an end to my
oo : exiftence.

b This, %3 we afterwards found, was occafioned
by’ his meeting Mr. Ofmer at the door of the houle,
who lodged in the chamber, and had fecreted him.
felf bebind a box, and was then making his ef-
cape.. He run direlly to the fort, and the alarm
guns were fired. My father, Mr. James Willard, was
then fecond in command, Captain Stevens was for
falying cut with a pirty for ourrelief ; bat my fatker
beggsd him to defift,as the Indiansmadeit an invari-
able praitics to kill their prifoners when attacked.

&
%
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exiftence. - But he only cut fome bands,
with which my gown was tied, and
then puthed me on. My little children
were crying, my hufband and the other
two men were bound, and my fifter and
myfelf were obliged to make the beft of
our way, with all our might, The lofs of
my fhoe rendered travelling extremely
painful. . At the diffance of three miles
there was a general halt ; the favages, fup.
pofing that we, as well as themfelves,
might have an appetite for breakfaft, gave
us a loaf of bread, fome raifins and apples,
whiglistbey had taken from the houfe;
Whilerwe were forcing . down our fcanity
breakfalt, a horfe came in fight, known to.
us all by the name of Scoggin, belonging
to Phineas Stevens, Efquire. One of the:
Indians attempted to fhoot him, but was
prevented by Mr. Johnfon. - They then -
expreffed a withto catch him, faying, by
pomtmg to me, for fquaw to-ride; my
hufband
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hufband had previoufly been unbound

affift the children, he, with two Indians,
caught the horfe on the banks of the river,
By this time my legs and feet were cover-
ed with blood, which being noticed by Mr,
Labarree, he, with that humanity which
never forfook him, took his own ftockings
and prelented them to me, and the Indians
gave me a pair of moggafons. Bags and
blankets were thrown over Scoggin, and ¥
mounted on the top of them, and on we
jogged abomt fevem miles, to the upper
end of Wilcott’s Iftand. 'We there halted,
and prepared to crofs the river ; raftsiwere
made. of dry timber—two Indiams!:and
Farnfwosth croffed firft, Labarree, by
figns, got permiffion to {wim the horfey
and Mr. Johnfon wad allowed to fwim by
the raft that I was op, to pufh it along.
We all arrived [afe on the other fide of
the river, about four o’clock in the after
noon ; .a fire was kindled and fome of

their

G——
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their ftolen kettles were hung over it, and -
filled with porridge. The favages took
delight in viewing their fpoil, which a-
mouated to forty or fifty pounds in value.
They then, with a true favage yell, gave
the war whoop, and bid defiance to dan-
' ger. Asour tarry in this place lalted an
hour, I had time to refle& on our milera-
ble fituation.—~Captives, in the power of
unmerciful favages, without provifion, and"
almoft without clothes, in a wildernefs
where we muflt fojourn as long as the
children of lfrael did, for ought we kaew,
and what added to our diftrefs, not one of
our favage mafters could underfland a
word of Englith. Here, after being hurried
from home with fuch rapidity, I have Ici.
fure to inform the reader, refpefting our
Indian mafters, They were eleven* in
number,

® Mr, Labarree ie very pofitive, and I think
Mr, Johnfon was of she fame opinion, that foven.
teon
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number, men of middle age, except one, 2
youth of fixteen, who in our journey, dif-
covered a very milchievous and trouble.
fome difpofition. According to their na-
tional pra&ice, he who firft laid hands
on a prifoner confidered him as his prop-
erty. My mafter, who was the one thas
took my hand when I fat on the bed, was
asclever an Indianr as ever [ faw, he
even evinced, at numerous times, a difpo-
fizion, that (hewed he was by nomeansvoid *
of compaflion. The four, who toock my
bufband, claimed him as their prooerty,
and my Alter, three children, Labarree
‘and Farn(worth, had each a matfter.
When the time came for us to prepare to
march, I almoft expired at the thought.

"Teleave my aged parents, brothers, fifters
and

teen Indians attacked the houfe; the other fix
might have been a fcouting party, that watched
till we wera out of danger, and then took anothse
routs |
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and friends, and travel with favages,
through a difmal foreft to unknown re-
gions, in the alarming fituation I then was
i, with three fmall children, the ecldeft,
Sylvanus, who was but fix years old. My
cldeft daughter, Sufanna, was four, and
Polly, the other, two. My fifter Miriam
was fourteen., My hufband was barefoot,.
and otherwife thinly clothed, his mafter
had taken his jacket, and nothing but his
-fhirt and trowfers remained. My two
daughters had-nothing but their fhifts, and
I.only the gown that was handed me by
the favages. Ln addition to the fufferings
which arole from my own deplorable con- .
dition, I could not but feel for my friend
Labarree ; he bad left a wife and four
{mall children behind, to lament his lofs,
and to render his fituation extremely un-
bappy. With all thefe misfortunes ly-
ing heavily upon me, the readercan imag-
- ine myfituation,~—The Indians pronounca
ed
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ed the dreadfal word ™ munch,”’ march,
and on'we muft-go. 1 was .put on the
horfe, Mr, Jobnfon took one:'daughter,
and Mr, Labariee, being unboubd, took
the other ;- we went fix or -eight miles,
and flopped for the night. TFhe men:
were made fecure, by having their . legs’
put in fpht flicks, fomewhat like fdcks,.
and tiéd ‘with -cords, which were tied to
the limbs of trees too high to be reached.
My fifter, much to her'mortification, muft
lic between two Indians,. with a cord
thrown over her, and paffing ynder each
of them ; the little children had blankets,
and I was allowed one for my ufe. " Thus
we took lodging for the night, with the
fky for a covering, and the ground fora
pillow. The fatigues of the preceding
day obliged me to fleep feveral hours, in '
{pite of thehorrors which furrounded me.
The Indians obferved great filence, and
never (poke but when really neceffary; and
all
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all the prifoners were difpofed to fay but
litde ; my children were much more
peaceable, than could beimagined, gloomy
fear impofed a dead filence.

t
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CHA _i’-- 1.

Hiflory of our Fourney through tke Wfldlr-
nefs, till we came to ske waters that
enter Lake Champlain,

IN the morning we were roufed
befare fuarife, theIndians ftruck up a fire,
hung on their flolen kettles, and made us
fome water gruel for breakfaft. After a
few fips of this meagre fare, I was agaia
put on the horfe, with my hufband by my
fide, to hold meon. My two fellow prif-
oners:took the little girls, and we marched
forroi;'fully on for an hour or two, when
a keener difirels was added to my multi-
plied afflitions ;—I was taken with the
pangs of childbirth.  The Indians Ggni-
fied to us that we muft go on to a brook.
When we got there, they fhewed fome hu-

manity,
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manity, by making a booth for me. Here
the compaflionate reader will drop a frefh
tear, for my inexpreffible dilkrels; fifteen
or twenty miles from the abode of any
civilized being, in the open wildernefls,
rendered cold by a rainy day—in one of
the moft perilous hours, and unflupplied
with the lealt neceflary, that cou'd yield
convenience in the hazardous moment.
My children were crying at a diftance,
where they were held by their mafers,
and only my hufbind and fifter to attend
me; none but mothers can figure to them.
felves my unhappy fortune. The Indians
kept aloof the whole time.” About ten
o'clock a daughter was born. They then
brought me fome articles of clothing for
the child, which they had takea from the
boufe. My mafterlooked into the booth,

and clapped bis hands with Joy, crying
twe moaies for me, ‘two monies for me.
1 was peraitted to rcﬂ; the remainder of

the
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the day. The Indians were employed in
making a bier for the prifonérs to carry
me on, and another booth for my lodging
during night. They brought a needie
and two pins, and fome .bark. to tie the
child’s clothes, which.they gave my fifter,
and a large woodea fpoon to feed it with ;
at dutk they made [ome porridge, and
brought a cup to fieep fome roots in,
which Mr. Labarree had provided. In
the eveni'ng" I was'removed to the new
booth, -~ For fupper, they made more
porridge and forire jdhmiy cakes, " ‘My
portion was brought'ie in a fitde batk.
I flept that night far beyond- expe@ation.

IN‘the ﬁ:dmihgﬁﬁefe fanitmonet! for
the joutriey aftér the ufual breakfaft,of mel
and wiater, * I, with myiﬁfanﬁh myatm! )
was [aid on th‘é‘ litter, which was fapportt
ed alternately by Mr, Johalon, "l:stsarreﬁ
and Farnfworth, "My Sfter afi{thn werk

B put

|
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put upon Scoggin, and the two litde gitls
rode on their malters’ backs.  Thas- we
_proceeded two miles, when my carriets
grew too faiat to procecd any further.
This beiag obferved by our {able malters,
a general halt was called, and they em-
.bodied them(elves for council.. My mal-
tex foon made-figns to Mr. Johufon, that
if [ could ride on the horfe [ might pra-
cced, otherwife 1 mu& be left behiad.
Here Iobferyed marks oﬁplty -in bis coun-
tenance, but this mlght arile from the fear
of. looﬁnghu twa ,momu.( I prefersed
a0, atjerppt to ride on the. hoxfc, rather
thaq to. penfb rmferab}y a]ope. Mr. Pb.
arree tosk tbe xnfant, and ;vgry ﬂap of
the horfe aquo&,depnyed me. of hfc. My
weak and helple(s coudmouendued ms,
ina dcgtec, lofcnﬁ,ble to every tbmg . my
poor child. gould bave po (uftenance from
wy breafh, and- was fupported eatirely by
mater gruel. My other litde  chidren,
Ca sendered

m— o el i e o o
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rendered peevifh by an uneafy mode of
riding, often burft into cries, but a furly
check from their mafters’ foon filenced
them.—~We procecded on with a flow,
mournful pace. My weaknefs was too
fevere to allow me to fit on the borfe,
- long at atime ; every hour I was taken
off, and laid on the ground to reft. This
preferved my life, during the third day.
At night we found ourfelves at the head
of Black River Pond. “Hete we prepared
to fpend the night, our fapper confift-
ed of gruet and the broth of a kawk, they
had killed the preceding day. ‘The prif-
oners were Tetired; 4s ufual, a booth was
made for e, 30A 4ll wént toreft,  After
encamptent, wé eiiteredinto a fhort con-
verfation, My fifter oblerved, that if I
could have been 16ft'behind, our trouble
would have been fecrningly’ nothmg My
bufband hoped, by thé affiftance of Provi-
dence; we fhould all be preferved Mr.
' Labarree
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Labarree: pitied his poor family—and
Farnfworth, fammed the whole of his
wifthes, by {aying, that if he could have got
a layer of pork, from the cellar, we thould
not beia fear -of Rarvation. The night
wisuncommonly dark, and paﬂ‘ed tedi-
ouﬂy oﬂ" ‘ :

N ‘the morning, half thtlled mtb
- a cold fog; ‘we were ordered from our
places of reft; were offered the lean fare -
of meal and witer, and then ptepared for
the journey 5 evefy thing refembled i fu-
neral praceffion.. The favagps preferved
their gloomy fadnefs—the prifoners, boiwed
down with grief and fatigue; felt little. dif-
pofition ¢o talk; and the unevennels of
the country, fometites. lying in miry
plainy; at -others rifing into .fteep  and
~ broken-hills; tendered otr paflage hazard-
ous and pamﬂxi Mr. Labarree kept the
mfant in Bis arms, and preferved - its hife,
The
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The fifth- day’s journey was an anvaried
feene of fatigue. The. I ndia,_x'u fent out
‘tqo or three hunting parties, who returned
without game. - As we bad ia, the- giorn-
ing confamed the laft morfel of our meal,
.every one now.hegan to be ferioufly alarm.
ed ;and bunger, with-all its horrors, luoked
us earneltly in the face. At night, we
foynd: the waters that rua into -Lake
Champlain, which was over the height of
.f land ; before dark we halted, and the. In-
dians, by the help of their punk, , which
they carried in horps, made a fire,. . They
foan ‘adoptgd a plan to relicve their bune
ger.  The horfe was. fhot, and his -flefz
was in a few moments broiling on embers,
and they, with. native gluiteny, fatiated
their craving appetites, To ufe the term
politenefs, in the management of this re-
paft, may be thought a busicfgue, yez
their cHering the prifgners the. beft parts.
@fthe horfe, cestainly bordered om civilim
ty
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ty ; an epicure could not have cartered
nicer flices; nor in that fituation, ferved
them up with more neatne(s. Appetite is
faid-to be the beft {auce, yet our abune
dance of it didnot render favory this nov-
el fleak. My children, however, eat too
much, which made them very uawell for
a number of days. Broth was made for
me and my child, which was rendered al-
moft a luxury by the feafoning of roots.
After fupper, countenances began to
brighten, thofe wko had relithed the meal,
exhibited new ftrength, and thole who
had only fnuffed its eflavia, confefled
them(clves regaled ; theevening was em-
ployed ia drying and fmoking what re.
mained, for future ufe, The night was a
fcene of diftrefliag fears to me, and my ex-
treme weaknels had affeted my mind to
fuch a degree, that every difficulty ap-
peared doubly terrible. By the affitance
of Scoggin, 1 had been brought {o far, yet

- fo

e
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fo great was my debility, that every hour
I was taken off, and laid on the ground,
to keep me from expiring. But now
alas ! this conveyance was no more, To
walk was impoffible, Inevitable death, in
the mid@t of woods, one hundred miles
wide, appearcd my only portion,
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CHAP -IL

Continuation—till our arrival at Eaft Bay,
in Lake Champlain.

o ‘IN the morning of the fixth day,
the Tndians exerted themfelves to prepare’
one of their greateft dainties. The mar-
row bones of old Scoggin were pounded -
for a foup, and every root, both fweet and
bitter, thatthe woods afforded, was thrown
in to give it a flavor. Each one partook
of as much as his feelings’ would allow.
The war whoop then ‘refounded, with an
infernal yell, and we began to fix for a
march, "My fate was doknbwn, till my
mafter brought fome batéiand tied my
petticoats, as high as he fuppofed would
be convenient for walking, and ordered |
me to % munch.”” With fcarce firength

to
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to ftand alone, I went on half a mile, with
{ my little fon and three Indians. Thereft
ﬁ were advanced. - My powet to move then
i failed, the world grew daik, and I drop-
! ped down. . I had fight enoughtafee an.
*“  Indian lift his batchet overmy head, while
i my little fon fcreamed, * Ma’am do go, for
; they will kill you.”” As.L fainted, my
i laft thougnt was, that I fh;uld pmfeatly
be in the world - of fpirits.—When T
awoke, my mafter was talkmg angrily with
the favage, who had threatened my- life.
By his geftuzes 1 could, learn, that he
charged him with not a&ing the honora-
ble part of a warrjor, by an attempt ta de-
firoy the prize of a brother,. A whoop
was given, for a, halt - My mafter help-

a counct, was l*sid, tbq., refult pf whlch
was, that my hufband fhould walk by my
fide, and help me alpng. -. This.be did for ;
fome. bours, but faintx;efs then oveypower- -
ed
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ed me, and Mr. Johnfon’s tendernels and
folicitude, was unequal to the taik, of aid-
ing me further; another council was held
—while in debate, as I lay onthe ground,
galping for breath, my mafter fprang to-
wards me, with bis hatchet. My hufband
apd fellow prifoners grew paleat the fight,
(afpe&ing that he, by afingle blow, would
sid them{clves.of fo great a burthen, as
moyplelf.. But he had.yet too:much e-
fieem for his * two monies.””  His ob-
je& was to.get-batk from a tree, to make
a pack: faddle, for my conveyance on the
back of my hufband. He tock me up,
and we marched in that form the reft of
the day. Mr. Labarree ftill kept my
infant, Farn{worth carried one of the
lictle girls,- and the other- rode with her
malter ; -they were extremely fick and
_weak, owing-to- the large portion of the
horfe, which they eat ; but if they uttered
¢ -murmaring word, a menacing frown
D  from
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from the favages, foon impofed fence,
None of the Indians were difpofed to
fhew infults of any nature, except the
youngeft, whichI have before mentioned.
He often delighted himfelf, by torment-
ing my fifter, by pulling her hatr, treading
en her gown, and numerous other boyifh
pranks, which-wete provdkmg and trouble-
fome. ‘Wé moved ob, faint and wearily, tilt
night s ‘the Indians, ‘then yelled their wiar
whoop, built a'fire, 'and “hung over their
horfe broth. * After fu'p'p'er' my booth'was
built, as nfual, end T rcpofed mucb‘heftcr
than I had thc prcccdmg mghtt. B

18 the morning, 1 found myfelf great.
ly reftored.  Without ‘the aid of phyfi-
cians, or phyfick, nature had began the
cure of that weaknef(s, to which ‘the had
~ reduced me, but a few days before. The
reader will be tired of the repetition of the
fame materials; for our meals'; but if my
' feelings
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feelings can be realized, no one will turn
with difgult from a breakfalt of fteaks,
{q_hicb were cut from the thigh of a horle.
After which, Mr. Jobnflon was ordered to
take the infant, and go forward with part
of the compaay. [ munched” in the
rear till we came to a beaver pond, which
was formed in a branch of Quter Creck.
Here I was obliged towade ; when half way
over, up to the middle in_cold water, my:
little ﬁtcngth failed, and my power to
{peak or [ee left me. Whnle _motionlefs
znd Q&Ecned in the middle of the pond,
I was perccxyed froxp the other fide, by
Mr. Johnfon, who laid down the mfant
and came to my afiltance ; he took me in
his arms, and when the oppoﬁte fide was
gained, life itfelf had apparently forfaken
me. The whole company ftopped, and
the [ndians, with more humanity than I
- fuppofed them poffefled of, bufied them.
felves in mkag a ﬁrc, to warm me iato
N hfc:

e a—— ,_,*:;u. : .. Phemme semm e el ol - e
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life. The warm influence of the fire re.
flored my exhaufled firength, by degrees;
and in two hours I was told to munch,
The relt of the day I was carried by my
hufband. Ia the middle of the afternoon,
we arrived on the banks of one of the
great branches of Otter Creck. Here we
Halted, and two favages, who bad been on
a2 bunting feout, returned-with a duck ;a
fire was made, which was' thrice grateful
to my cold fhivering limbs,  Six dayshad
now almoft elapfed, firrce the fatdl mom,
in which we were taken, ind by the blefla
‘ing of that Providence, whofe fimiles give
1ife to creation, we were fiil in exiftence.
‘My wearied hufband, naked children,
and helplefs infant, formed a fcene, that
conveyed feverer pangs to my beart, than
all the fufferings I endured myfelf, The
Indians were fullen and filent, the prifon.
crs were {wollen with gloomy grief, and 1
was half the time expiring. Alfter my
o feelings
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feclings were alittle quickened by warmth,
my fad portion was, brought in a bark,
confifting of the Duck’s head, and a gill-
of.broth. As I lifted the unfavory mor-
fel, with a trembliog hand, to my mouth,
1 caft my thoughits back a few days,toa
time, when, from a board pleatifully
{pread, in my own houfe, 1 eat my- food.
with & merry heart. - The woodea fpoon
dropped from my feeble hand. - The con-
traft was too affeQing. - -Seated on a rag-
ged rock, beneath 2 hemlack, as I' then
was. Emadiated by - ficknefs, #nd fur-,
rounded by my weeping and.diftrefled
family, who ware-belplels prifoners;, de~
fpair would have robbed me of life, had I
not put my whole confidence inthat Being,
who has power to fave. Quf mallers, be-
gan _to prepare to ford the . fiream. ., 1
fwallowed moft- of my -broth, and was tak.
en up by my hafbiad. The rived was
very rapid, and paffing -dangerous. M,
D2 Labairee,
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Labarree, when half over with my child;
was tripped up by its rapidity, and loft the

fee the poorthing again, but he fortunate-
ly reached a cormer of its blanket, and
faved itslife. The reR got fafe to the
other thore—another fire was - built, and’
shy fifter dfied the infant, and-its clothes.
Flere we found a proof of Indian fagacity,
which might juftly be fuppofed not to be-
lopg to-2 band of rambling burbarians,
In theiy journey over to Conne&icut Riv-
er, they had, in this place, ‘killed a Bear.
T he entrails were cleanfed, and flled with
the fat of the animal, and fafpended from
the Jimb of a tree 5 by it was depofited a
bag of flour, and fome tobacco, all which
was defigned for futere Rores, when trav-
elling that way. Nothing could have
been offered move acceptable, than thefe
tokens of Indian economy and prudence..
The flour was made into pudding, and

the
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the bear greafe fauce was not unrelithing.
Broth was made, and well fealoned with
{uakeroot, and thofe who were fond of
tobacco, had each their fhare, The whole,
formed quite a fumptaous entertainment.
Bat thele {avage dainties, made no fenfi-
ble addition ‘to our quota of happinefs,
My weaknefs increafed, my children were
very unwell, and Mr. Johnfon’s fituation
was truly diftreffing. By travelling bare-
foat, over' fuch 2 length of foreft, and -
fupporting me on- his thoulders, his feet
were rendered fore, beyond defcription.
I'cannot exprefs too much gratitude, for
Mr. Labarree’s goodnefs. My infant
was his fole charge, and he fupported it,
by pieces of the horfe fleth, which he kept
for its ule, which by being firlt chewed in
his own mouth, and then put into the

- child’s, afforded it the neceflary nutrimznt,
After fupper, my booth was made; the
evening yell was {ounded, and we ¢ncamp-

| :
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ed for the night. . By this time the fav..
ages, had relaxed part of their watchfuig
nefs, and begaa to be carelefs of our efcaps
ing. Labarree and . Farnfworth were
flightly bound, and my hufband had all.
his liberty. My fiftércoald fleep withe
out her two Indian companious,:and.the:
whole company.appeared lefs like -prifons-
€crs, - L T el .
-t~ the morning of the* cighth day, we
were roufed- at funrife. “: Although. the
carly part of Septemberisgeaeraily blefl-

" ed-with a.fercne fky, and a warm fan, yet

we fuffered exceedingly, by the cold. The
morhings were damp and foggy, and the
lofty trees, and numereus mountains, oft-

" en-excluded the {un till noos, Our fnake-

root broth, enriched with flour, made a
rare breakfaft, and gave alittle Rr:ngth to
our exhanfled limbs. - Orders came to

“ munch.” My poor hafband took me

upon
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upon the pack faddle, and we reaffumed
our march. Longbefore night, defponden~
cy had ftrikingly piQured every counte-
nance, My little fon, who had performed
the whole journey on-foot, was almoft
lifelefs. - Mr. Johofon was emaciated,
and almoft exhaufled ; often e laid me on
the grouad to fave hisown life, and mine ¢
for my weaknefs was too great to ride far,
without requiring reR. While proftrate
upon the exrth; and able to (peak, I oft-
en begged him to leave me there, to end
life, which could laft but a firort time, and
would take his with it, if he continacd his
exertions to fave me ; but the idesterm.too
fhocking, we continaed our Jomn'ln 2
flow orrowful mood, tifl might. Ofeini
did I meafure a fmail diftance for the fua
to run, before I msuft bid it an eternal a-
dieu. But the famis Providence who had
brought us fo far, and inclined our favage
maﬁcrs to mercy, continged my proteQor,
Farn{worth
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Farnfworth carried me a fmall diltance,
and at lak darkoefs put an end to oug.
painful day’s Journey.  Afterthe cuftom-
ary refrefhment, we went to reR.  The
night was tcrnble ; t,he.ﬁtﬁ part. was E-
gyptian darknefsy thens thynder, and.
lightning, and rain., Oa thc Oold carth,
without a cover, our ﬁtuauon may beig-
- agined, but not defcribed. . The Indians
gave me an additional klank:t for ~my ule,.
and thewed fome concerg, fq: my welfare ;
bm it will ever land fist apong modern
mizacles, that, niy life was fpared,.

_THE morning came, and a bright fun
reanimated our drowned [pitits,. The
whole company pow rcfembled a group
of ghoﬁs, more than bodxly forms. Little
did I expelt tl}at the lxght of another day,
would witnefs my cxxﬂcncc fcnﬁble, that
if my own (ad dxfcafcs did not finifh mg "
cxiftence, that my hufband would be re- -

duced
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duced to the woful alternative, of either
perithing with me, or leaving :me in the
woods to preferve his own life. The hor-
rid yell was gwen which was a fignal for
preparation. Melancholy fat “heavily
on every countenance, and the tear of woe,
moiftened the fickened cheek of every prif-
oner. Ta addition to famine and fatigue,
fo long a joutney, without a “thoe, for de-
fence, had lacerated -and' mangled every
foot, to a fhocking degree ; travelling was
Keenly ‘painfal.~~The feanty ' breakfalt
was ferved up ;'as"1 ‘was lifting my gill of
broth to my cold lips, my mafter, with a
rafh hand, putled'it from e, and gaVé it
t6 my hufband, obferving, by ﬁgns, that
he rcguu'cd all the fuftenance, to enmble™
himto carry me. I yxclded on thec%.
pofition that it was a matter of littfe” con=
fegueacc, whether any thing was beftow-
el to that body which mult foon ‘mingle
with i its original clay. With forrow and
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Before we.proceeded far, the Indians fig-
nified to us, that we fhould arrive, before
night, at Eaft Bay, on: Lake Champlain.
This was a cordial ta oun drooping {pirits,
and caufed an immediate tranfition £rom
defpair tojoy ; the idea of ariving at 2
place of water carriage, tramilated us to
new life. -Thale whe languifbed with
fickoefs, fatigue or.defpair, npw.: marched
forward, wish:nervons slacrity. > Two Jn-
Jians were fent on ahunting Jcant, who

- werc to meet us at she Bay, with camaes.

This feafopable and agregable inteliigence,
bad every poffible effeid. that was goed,
we walked with greater fpeed, fejt lefs of

-the journey, and thought little of our dif-

trefles. About the middle of the after-
noon the waters of the Lake were feen,
from a neighboring eminence ; we foon -
gained the bank, where we found the two
Indians, with four canoes, and a grmmd
fquirrel ;
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fquireel ; a fire was builty and fome food
putin preparation. Here my feelings,
which had nat been exbhilirated, fo muych
as the reft of my fellow prifoners, were
buoyed above defpair, and, for a thort time,
the pangs -of diftrels lofk their influence,
The life, which nine days painful {uffering
iathe wildernefs, had brought toits laft mo-
ment of duration, now Rarted into new ex-
iflence, amd rendered the hour I fat onthe
fhore of lake Cbamplain, the happicft 1
sver. c;gwignecd. Here we were to take
paflage, in- boats, and fiad relief from
the thorny hills and miry fwamps of the
- damp defart, - My hufband could aow be
rclicved, from the bgrden, which bad
brought bim as nigh cternity, ay myfelf,
My listle children would foon find cloth-
ing, and alt-my feilow {ufferers would be
12 a condition to attain fome of lifc’s con-
veniences; Twelve hours failing wonld
wait us to the fettlements of civilized

E Frenchmen.

ACIDURE i ow oy
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Frenchmen. Confidering how much ‘we
had endured, few will deem it lefs than a
miracle, that we were flill among the liv-
ing, My fon, of {ix years old, had walk-
ed barefoot the” whole journey.  Farnf-
worth was fhoelefs, and carried my eldeft
daughter.  Labarree had to carry, and
preferve the life of my infant.’ My fiter,
owing to her youth and health, had- fuf:
fered the leaft, My two litile daughters,
with only their fhifts, and’ part-of one€ of
the three gowns, - which the favage * gavé
me, were fabje@ to all thie damps- of hors
and might ; and“Mr. Jobnfon’s fitwitien
was pitiably painfal ; the fatigue:of carry-
ing me on the wearying pack faddle] had
yendered his emaciated body admoft a
corpfe, and his fore feet made him a crip-
ple. ‘The indisns had been forprifingly’
patient, and often difcovered tokens of hu-
manity. At every meal, we all thared e-
Gual with'them, whether a borfeor a duck
compoled

PO S PN .
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compofed the bill of fare, and more than
ence, they gave m: a blaaket, to (helter
me from a shunder Borm,”
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CHAP.

Crofing tbe Lake to Crown DPsint, from
themee to St Fobms—Chamblee—and 1o
St Francis's Village.

. I WILL only detain the reader
a few moments longer in this place, while
I eat the leg of a woodchuck, and then re-
quelt him to take a night’s failing in the
canoe with me sceoB the Lake. Though
I fincerely wifh him a Better paffage than
I'had. No fooner was our repalt finith.
ed, than the party were divided into four
equal parties, for paffage. la my boat
wepe two favages, befides my fon and in-.
fant, I was ordered tolie flat on the bot-

‘tom of the canoe, and when pain obliged

me to move for relief, | hada rap from a’

paédke At day break, we arrived ata
great



Mas.. ] O HN'S.ON. 53

great .rock, on the welt fide of the Lake,
where we flopped,. and built a fire. The
Indians. went to.a French boufc, not far
dxﬂant and got. fome _meat, bread and
green corh, AAhhough ‘we were not al-
lowed to tafte the moat, yet, by the grate-
ful effluvia of the bro:lmg fteak, we were
ﬁncly xega]cd and the bread and roalt
corn, werg a quury. Here the favages, for
the firft time, gave loud tokens of joy, by
halloomg and yelling in a tremendous
manner. The prifoners were now iatro-
duccd to.a new fchool.. Liule did we cx-

&that thc accomphfhrnent of dancing,
would cvcr be taught us, by the, favages,

Buz the war dance mult now be held ; ;.

ancl every pnfoner that could move, muft
takc its awkward Reps.  The figure con-
ﬁﬁcd of cxrcular motion round the ﬁre

gach fang bis own mufick, aud the beft

rdanccr was the one molt vxolcnt in motion,

The prxfoncxs were taught each a fong,
Ea mine
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mine was, daonz witchice vafchepuiig ¥ i
fon’s was mmﬁfumpwm" “Fhy rek

canriot recolie®.’ “Whether ittt was
impoled on us for their diverSon, or 1 vé:
Jigious cerevhonfal, | extrmet fay, bt s
very paittul and offenfive. ‘In thc fores
noon, feven Tadfam cameto us, who were
feceived with great j Joy, by ‘out ‘fnafters,
who took “great’ pleafure in mtroaucmg
thm phifoners. The wir dance was 2.
gain held; we were ob!rgea to jom  and’
fmg dur fongs, while the “Indians rent fhé
afr with'infernal’ ;ehmg “We ‘ihen ema
barkef and arrived at Crown Point ‘aBout
noon. ‘Bach pnfoner wis then led’ by their
maﬁcn, to the refiderce’ of the F‘rcnch
Commander. The Indians fxept up the:r
infernal yelling the ‘whole txme. " Wé
were ordered to his apattment ind uled
with that hofpitality, which chata&enzes
the beft part of the nation. “We bad.

* brandy in profufion, a good dinaer, and:
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achange of inem, - This was laxury in.
dced, aftcr what we bad {uffered, for the
want of thefe %bingf&. Nowe but ourflelves
could prime their valae, We, after din-
acr, were piraded before Mr. Commander,
and underwent examination, after which
we were (hewn a convenicnt apartment,
where we 7eGded four days, not fubje&@ to
the jurifdi®ion of our favage malters.
Here we received great civilitics, and maay
prefents. . I had a murle, who in a great
meafure, refltored my exbaulled flrength.
My children were al decently clothed,
and wy infaat in particular. The firff
day, while I was taking a nap, they drell-
ed it fo fantaftically, ala France, that I re=
fufed to own it, when brought to my bed-
fide, not guelling that 1 wastbe mother of
fuch a frange thing.

ox the fourth day, to our great griel

aad mortification, we were again delivered

to the Indians, who led us to the water
fide,
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fide, where we -all embarked in one veffel
for:St. Johns. The wiad fhifted, after .
thort fail, and we '.dmﬁped anchor. Ina
little time, a cagoe came a2-long-fide of us;
in which was- a white woman, who was
bound for Albany. Mr. Johnfon begw
ged herto ftop a faw .minntes,. while he-
wrote to Col, Lydius, of Albany, to in~
form him of our fituation, aad to requefls
him to put the {ame in the Bofton newf-
papers, that our friends.might learn-thay
we wercalive, The woman- dtlivered the: .
letter, and the contents were publithed,
which conveyed the agreecable tidings to-
our friends, that although-- pnfonen, we
were then. ahv&. L : ,

APTER adifagreeablle voyage ofthree
days, we made St. Johns, the ixteenth of
September, where we_again expesienced.
the politene{s of a French. Commander,
1, with my child, was kindly lodgedin the, .

{ame
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Fatte room with bivefelf and lady. Ia the.

siorming, we i1t foand misfortune treade
i clofe at fur hé¥fs ;—we maft again be
delivered to 6ur favige mafters, and take
atother paffage i the boats for Chamblee,
whiéri within threc triles of which, Labare
1¢¥, riyfelf and child, ‘wih our two mafe
tits, were pat on fore'; we were ignorant
of out deRitty, and parting from my huf-
band and frierds, was a fevere trial, withe
o&tf’no-ﬁng‘ whother we were ever to meet

thiént dgaih. We'wilked onto Chambi¢e ;.

hett oar feats rete dillipated, by meeting
ot Friends. * ¥ ¥he garrifon of this place,
wr Tound a1l the hofpitality dur necoffitios

requived, - Here, for the firR}, aftermy

Exivity, -1 Yodged on 2 bed. Brandy
W Bandedisboat in Te¥ge bowly, and. wé
Hved:its bighi fiyle, . ‘Fhe next murning
we ‘were: put in the-oultedy of our old
mafbers, " whe took s to the canoes, in
which we had a: puinfal voyage shat day;

o4 and.

4 i
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aod the following night to Sorell ;- where
we arrived on the nineteenth. . A holpi-
table friar came to the-fhore to fee us, and
invited us to his houfe ; he gave us a.good
breakfaft, and drank our-better healtbs, in
a tumbler of brandy ;. be took compaflion-

ate notice of my childyand ordc:cd it fems
{uitable food. . But the lndxam, ln;mpd.
us off, before it could-cat.. He-then went
with us to-the fhore, and -ordred his fcr-
vant to carry the food, prepared . _fm‘;thé
child, to the canoe,. where - he waited. till
1fed it, The friir—-was..a very. genteel
man,.and gave us his benedition, at part-
#og, in feeling language.” - We then .row-
ed-on till the middle. of the afternoon,
whea we landed on a;barrea heath, and
by the-helpof a fire, cooked" an-ladian
dinner ; after-which the war dance was
held, and another infernal yelling.. - Toe
prifoners were obliged to- fing, till they,
woic “hoarfe, and dance round the firae

We
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We had now ariived withina few miles
of the village St. Francis, to which place
our mafters belonged. Whenever the
warriors return from an excurfion again{t
an enemy, their return to-thetribe or vil-
lage, muft be defignated by waslike cer-
emoriial ; the <aptives or- fpoil, which
firay happen to crown their -valour, muft
be-condu&ed in a triumphant form, and
decorated -to every -poffible advantage.
For this end we muft now fubmit to paint-
ing ;. théir vermillion, .with which they
were ever {fupplied, was-mixed with bear’s
greale, and every check, chin, and fore-
head, maft have a dath. We then rowed
enwithin a mile of the town, where we
flopped at aFreach houfe, to dine ; the
priloners were ferved with foup meagre,
and bread. . After dioner, two favages
procecded to the village, to carry the glad
tidings of our arrival. The whole atmols
phere {oon refounded from every quarter,
with

G A -
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+with whoops, yells, fhricks, and {creams,
8t. Francis, from the nwoife that came from
#; might be fuppofed the cengre of Pan-
demonium. Qur mafllers were not back-
‘ward, they made every rcfpnnfe they pof-
fibly could.. The wheole time we were
failing from the French boule, the noife was
direfulta be heard, Twe hours beforefun-
fet, we came to the landing, at the village.
No {ooner had we landed, than the yell-
ing in the town was redoubled, a cloud of
favages, of all fizes, and fexcs, foon appear-
ed running towards us ; when they seached
the boats, they formed them{elves iato a
long parade, leaving a famall {pace, throagh
which we muft pals. Each Indian then
took his prifoner by his band, and after
ordering bim to fing the war fong, began
to march through the gauntlet, . We ex-
pected a {evere beating, before we got
through, but were agreeably difappointed,
when we found that each Indian only gave
us



Mxsl FOHNSON. 6

48 atap on the ﬂlozﬁ'dei We were led
direfily to'the houfes, cach takmg his
prifoner to hs'" own - w"gwim When I
entered my mafter’s door, his brother fa.
Motdbme witsd large-Dake oF %ampum, 20d
ny: meprrmméa ‘¢ ‘with another,
'Both were phit' over my THoalders, and
_ crofléd behind and before. , My new
ot was nal:the: ﬁp!!'ig:éeadt a large
wigwasiowifhiout!aflodr, with-a fice in dhe
ceneit; dndalycul few: wiger vellchs wnd.
dmxbs{ "fort o fromy; Sthade "of bireh bark,
Breivols /v Eaokeby] Malle- ammy of;
&obd, farfathituses wiE not be mague ¥
pf&ﬁﬂg’ﬁﬁden%ﬂo’&ne acxu&eﬁled o

c«duz&mﬂp R B
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CHAP V.

Refidence at St. Francis. ~ Sale cf mof of
the Prifeners to the Frcncb and Rmovcl
to Montreal, o

' N IGHT prefently came, after
our arrival at St. Frincis, Thofe, who
have felt the gloomy, houiefick feelings,
which fadden thofe bours which a youth
pafes, when firft’ from “a father's hoiife,
may judge of part of my fufferings; but
when the refl of my circumflances are ad-
ded, their conception muft fall igfinitely
fhort. I now found myfelf, with my in.
fant,in a large wigwam, accompanicd
with two or three warriors, atd as ‘many
fquaws, where I muft fpend the night, and
perhaps a year. My fellow: pnfonﬂ‘l

. were difpcifed over the town; cach one,

probably,
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probably, fecliag the fam: gloominefs,

with myfelf.. Hally pudding prelentlp -

was brought forward, for fupper. A fpa-
cious bowl] of wood, well filled, was placed
in a central [pot, and each one drew near
with s wooden fpion. As the Indians
never ule feats, nor have any in their wig-
wams, my awkwardnefs in taking my pofi-
tiom, was.a matter of po fmall amuflement
to my aew compiunions, The fgaaws firlt
fall upon their kiges, and then fit back
wpon their licels, - This was a pofture that
1 could pot imitate, To fit in.any other,
was thought. by them, indelicate and un.
polite.” But I advanced to my pudding,
with the befl grace { could, not, however,
elcaping fome -of their funny remarks
Waen the hour for {leep came oa, for it
would be ‘improper to call it Sedtime,

webere beds were naty,{ was- pambed“m .

platiorm, railed, half a’yard ¥bere upon a

boawd, covered with a3 blankat, 1 was to
’ pals -

Ed
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pafs the night, The Indians threw theat
iclves down, in various parts of the
building, in a manner that more tefemi

led cows, in a fhed, than human beings,
in a houle. In the morning,-eur bréak-
faft confifted of the relicks of the laft night ;
my filter came to {ec:me in‘the fokeridon,
end we fpent fome:-hours, in -ebfervations
vpon our fituation, while wathing fome
apparel, at a little brook, * In‘the after.
noon, [ with my infant, was taken to the
grand parade, where we found a large ok
JeQion of the village inhabitants  an:aged
chicf fiepped forwatd, into ah ares, and
after every 'noife waa €ileaced; and evory
one fixed in profeund attention, he began

- to harrangue ; his manner was . [olenin—

his motions and expreffion-gave me a per.

fe€t illea of an orator, Not<a‘breath wwas

heard, and -every (peftator feemed 0 reve

erence what he f2idi - After the" {peechy

my little fon was byought to the opypofite
. fide
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fde of the paraie, and a numbar of blaak-
ctslad.-by hisTile.. It-now appcared that
his mafler and mige, intended a fwap of
puifbaets, My m#krbe_iqg zhuater,with=1
for my (0a, to attgpd him on his excarfions.
Each delivered his prapesty with great for«
uﬁ_}i;y.;m lonapdblapkets,being anequiv-
aleat for myfelf, ¢hild,and wampum, I was
taken to the howfe of my new mafker, ani
found myfdf allied ¢o the firft famuy my

mafter was fon in law to the grand fachem, -

was accounted rich, had a flore of goods,
and lived ina Ryle far ahove the majority
of his tribe,... Soom after. my. gmvd, at his
houle, the interpreter :mcwwmfmmm.,
that [ was adopted: into his family.: } was
thea introdaced to .the family, and was
told to call them brothers. and Gders,—I
made a {bortyeply, expredve of gratitude,

_ far - being. introdpced; to.a l).‘gfg of high’
blood, and requelled their patience, while -

Lthould leam the cultyms oﬁ the . mnm
Fa This
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This was {caree over; when the attention
of the village was called to the grahd pas
rade; to attend & ‘rejoicing, occafivied: by
the arrival of f6me warsors, who had
brought fome feslps. + They were castied
in triumph on a pole. - Savage butchery,
upos murdered metfyhéén - ‘The fight
was hottid, =-As'l retiréd to my néw refie
derrce;"T tould Redf the ravagc yens “that
atcompany- the wai amce 1 fpent the
mght in fad nﬂ%&xon Haee R

P g

My thmd now was' t'ohta?y beyond: des
fcnptmﬁ%‘“ﬁ ‘new fifters and brothers
ticatéd € WTth the Tamié: atferition” that
they did-theirnataral kindred, buc it Wway
an urindtural ‘taation’ tome) T was @
tovice ‘at ‘making' camoes, bunks, and
tumplines, which was the éaly occupation
of the- fouaws ;~f courfe, idlnels was 2~
moéhg my cﬂammes-—-My fellow pnfon-'
ers;were as gloothy as myfelf; ignorant;

T whether
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whether they were to fpend their days in
this-imatkive village, to be carried into a
warcampigay te Saaghter their-country-
mien, or t0 be dreggad 2o the eold Lakey
of the north, in-d hutiting voyage., We
vifited each other daily; and {pent our
tithe in céfi_)eéhmig ou¥ futﬂtc daﬂmy. :

APy IO STl I 7% IUUS R p -

“TAE fpm oF fbrty Evéycarshavmg €
lapfed; Tince my*geﬁdencc in St. Francis;
it 1$ impoffible to give the reader a minute
detailof events, that occarréd, while there ;
many of them' are Rill forcibly - impreffed
upoa thy tnemiory; but dates and particu=
lars, are now maccumtefy tréafuréd up, by
faint recolle@ion. - M. ‘Johnfon tatried
but a few days with me, before he was
carried to Montreal, tobe fold. My two
daaghters, tker and Labarree, were foon
after carried to the fame place; at diffcrent
times. Farnfworth ‘was cafried by his
mafter, on a hanting fcout, but nét prove

g
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ing o allive in the chale and ambufh; a
they wiflaed, he was returned, and fent to-
Montreal. [ now -found an- increale (o
my troable, with only my fon and-infant,
iz this flrange land, withouta profped of
relief,and with all my former trouble lying
heavy upon me, difappointment and de-;
fpair came well nigh being my exccution-
ers. In.this dilemma, whbo can imagiae
my diftrels, when my little fon came run-
ningto meone morning, {woilen with tears,
exclaiming, that the Indians were going
to carry him into the woods to hunt; he
bad fcascely told the piteous fRlory, before
his mafter came, to. pull him away ; he
threw his little arms around me, begging
in the agony of gricf, that I would keep
bim. Theinexorable favage, unclenched
his hands, and forced bim away; the lalt
words I heard,intermingled with his cries,
werey, Ma’am 1 (hall.never fec you again..
The Keenaels of my. pangs, almoll obliged
me
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1€ to‘wilh that [ Hiever had been 2'moth:
er.’ Farewell, Sylh‘nus fays! Gnd m!l

pre&rve you 4 A=

¢ 1T Was fnow tb’e theeﬂﬂf of  O&asber.,
Forty fivedays had pa!l'etl fitide M cap-
tivity, dnd 06 ghafheld, Bare whilt shay
darikened with tlotds sFinfsfortutie “Phe
udkaBirfy- Oécifiched &y {mdotents, win
iti‘Tore Tiiealiterefeved, by the ptivilegé
6f mking Wftes for tiy Brotier, At Hight
aid viorn, I ‘was aldwed ¥6 wiiticthie cotes,
Tht?é&"éfth’é't"fn‘ I fretfed Pdomity
ABAE Pocfing Ththebmicd Mmbo™sa whlfbtis
B wignh &t SPhery Taumberfig frtth thd
bihie, - and walklig oh ™ the ‘buaks” 6F
Bibokss “Ohce, ¥ #ent to 2 Frétichhoufe,
three miles diftant, to vifit fotie fends of
my brother’s family, where I was entera
, tﬁd&d?tﬂhi‘ly Aweck at” anbttier dfne,

Piirdnt with a pirty to Kb’ acco'npamed
by afidinbér of fqizws, My weaknel

@ | obliged
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obliged me to ref often, which gave my
companions a poor opinion of me ; but
they thewed no other refentment, . than
calling me *no good fduaw,” which was
the only reproach my fifter ever gave,
when1 difpleafed her. All the French in-
babitants 1 formed an acquaintance with,
treated me with thatcivility, which diftia-
gu_imes the nation ; euce in particular, be-
ing almolt diftraled with anaching tooth,
1 was carried toa French phyfician, a-
crofs the river, for relief.  They prevailed
on the Indians, te let me vific them 2 day
or two, duriog which time, their mak;
ed attention and generofity, claims my
wa.:mcﬂ gratitude. At parting, they ex-
prefled their earnell withes to have me
vifit them again,.

5'1 Franéis contained about thirty wig-

wams, wmch were thrown difarderly iato

, & clump, ‘There was a church, ir which
mals
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mals was held every “night and morning,
and every Sunday, the héarers were fam-’
moned by a bel]; and attendance ‘ was
pretty general. . Ceremomies were per-
formed by a French friar, wholived in the
midRt of them, for the falvation of their
fowds. He sppeared-to be in that place,
what the legilative branch isin civil govs
cromeats,- and the grand fachem the
exccutive, ‘The inhabitants lived in per-
fel barmony, holding moft of their prop-
cety in common. They were prone to
indolence, when at home, and not remark-
ablé for neatnefs. They were exsremely
modeft, and apparently averfe to airs of
courtthip.” ' Neceffity was the only thing
that ealled them to alion, this induced
them to plant their corn, and to undergo
the fatigues of hunting. Perhaps I am
wrong, to call neceffity the only motive ;
revenge, which prompts them to war, has
great power, 1 had a wumerous retinue
L of
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of relations, which 1 \;ﬁtcd daily ; bnt.
my brother’s boufe, bﬂhng on¢ of the.moll,
decent. ip the village, I;fa,muu,ll as well
at home, Amang MyCODREXIODS, Was 3
little brothez, Sabatis, whq brought the
cows for me,. and toak pamticules noties of
my child,' He.panajlprightly - Tiatle fele
low, apd;eften amuledime;: mtb fca}q Pet;
fqtqu thh hx&bow %pdafm.w. STIITE
N lh&wly pa.rt ef ’vaember, Mr.
Johofon.wiote from- Montseal, zequefling,
me to prevail en the Lodians e ,_cmx:}'ne.:
to Monigeal, fox. fale; s he-bad made pro-.
vificn; for.that pprpofe.. I -difclpled,zhe,
matter, which was agjced ,tg;,by my-brath-
er and Sften, and, oa the feventh, we fet.
fail in a litsle bark. canor. - While cyoll-
ing Lake 8t. Peters, we came pigh- land-
ing on the fhores of efernity. - The wavas
were raifed tead erqrmous beight, by the
wind; and: often broke over the: canoe
. My
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My brother and filter, were pale as ghoits,
and we all expr@ed immediate deftrudtion;;
but the arm:of Salvation was extended for
ourrelicf, and we reached the fhore. We
were.four. days in this voyage, and receiv-
ed.obliging civilitiesevery pight,at French
fettlements; ;- on. the eleventh, we arrived
at Mostreal,. where 1 had the fupreme

fatisfaltiom of meeting . my hufband, chil-
dren,-aud feiends. Here I had the happi-
nefs to.find, that all my feilow. prifoners
had heen purchafed, by gentlemen of re-
{peQability, by -whom they..were treated
with- great humanity. . Mr. Du Quefae
bought my fifter, wy eldeft daughter was
owaed by three affluent old maids, by the
name of Jaiffon, and the other was owned
by the mayor of the city.

MR, Johnfon had obtained the privie
lege of two month’s ablence, on parol‘e, for
the purpofe.of going to Newengland, to

G procure
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procure cafh, for the redemption of his
family ; he-fat out on bis journey the day
after my atrival at--Montreal; * Mt.' Du
Quefne engaged to fupply his family with
neceflaries, during his abfénce, and wasto
be recompenfed at his return, ..: Direéily
after his departure, I found myfelf doom-
ed to.. freth trouble. - The .Indians
brought me here,: for .the purpofe .of ex-
changing me for fome Micanaw favages,
a tribp.with whom tl.cy were at.war ; but
being difappointed in this, they were ex-
orbitant in their demands; and refufed to
take le(s thana thoufand livres, for me,
snd my child. Mr. Du Quelne fixed his
offer at feven hundred, which was utterly
refufed, by my favage mafters. Their
next ftep was, to threaten:to carry me
back to St. Francis.  After a half day’s
furly deliberation, they concluded to take
the offered -fum. [ was received into
Mr. Du Quefne's family, - My joy at be-

ing
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ing delivered- from f{avage captivity, was
unbounded. From this period, Indians -
and fufferings were no more to torture me,

of my family, except the unfortunate Syl-

vanus. The fondidea of liberty, held forth .
itsdazzling pleafures, and the ignorance of

future calamities; precluded every cloud,

that ceuld obfcure its effulgence. Oa Mr.

Johnfon’s journey to Newengland, 1 reft-

~ ed all my. hope, and felt full confidenee in

feing relicved at his return. '

1x juftice to the Indians; T ouzbt to
remark, that they never treated me with
craelty, to a wanton degree ; few people
have furvived a Gtuation like mine, and
few have fallen into the hands of favages,
difpofed to more lenity and patience.
Modefty has ever been a chara8eriftick of
every favage tribe; a truth which my
whole family will join to corroborate, to
the cxtent of their kaowledge. As they

o . are

-
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ar¢aptly called the children of nature,
thofe who have profited by refinement
and edacation, ought to abate part of the
prejudice, which prompts them to look:
with an eye of cenfure on this untutored

ce. Canit be faid of civilized conguer-

 ors, that they, in the main, are willing to

fhare with their prifoners, the laft ration
of food, when famine ftares them in the
face ? Do they ever adopt an eriemy, and
falute him by the tender name of brother
And I am juftified in doubting, whether
i 1 had falka into the hands of Frenich
foldiery, fo much affiduity would" have
been thewn, to preferve my life, -

CHADN
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CHAP VI.

Mr. Sobnjon’s Tour to Bofton, and Pory/-
mouth, and the Catafiropbe at bis return.
drrival at thke Prifin in Quebec.

THE reader will leave me,
and my. family, under the care ofour
fator, a fhort time, and proceed witir Mr..
Johnfon. Gna the twelth of November,,
be fat forward for Albany, accompanied
by two Indiars for pilots, for whofe fi-
delity, the commander in chief was refpon-.
fible. They were to farr.y at Albany, till
kis return. . Ina fhorttime, I had a letter
from Col. Lydius, informing e, that ha
had fafely arrived at Albang, anl had
gone to Boflcn, His fufk ftep was, to ap-
p'y to Governagr Wentworth, at Portf.
moath, for mon:y, tc.redeem his family,,

Ga a~d.
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and the Englith prifoners. Wentworth
laid his matter before the General Affem-
bly, and they granted the fum of one
hundred and fifty pounds fterling, for the
purpoles of redemption, and ten pounds,
to defray his expenfes., The committee
of the General Court gave him the follow-
ing dire&ions.

Por/jmouib N. H. ?anuary 25, 1755-
. JaMEs JonnsoN,
SIR, _

AGREEABLE to your letter to the Sec-
retary, of the fixteenth inftant, you have
enclofed a letterto.Col. Cornelius Cuyler,,
Elg; in which you will obferve, we have
given you credit, for letters on his ac-
quaintance in Canad: to furnith you with
credit, tothe amount of one hundred and
fifty pounds fterling. We therefore, ad-
vife you, to proceed to Albany, and on
your arrival there, deliver the faid letter

to
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to Col. Cuyler, and take from him fuch
credit as he fhall give you, on fome able
perlon or perfons, in Cahada, and when
you are thus furnithed, you will then
proceed to Canada, and there negociate,
in the beft and moft frugal manner yow
can, the purchafing fuch, and fo manp
captives, as you may hear of, that have
been takea from any part of this Province,
taking care that the aforefaid fum agreeas
ble to the grant of the General Aflembly
here, be diftributed, to and for the pura
chafing all the faid - captives, that are to.
. be come at, in the moft equal and exalt
manner, that none may be left there, for
want of their quota of (aid money.  The
captive's names, and places from whénce
taken, that we have information of, you
have herewith alift of, for your dire&ion,
You are to keep an exaét account of the
diltribution of this money, in order to your:
- future difcharge.

3 2
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1# Col. Cuyler thould not be Jiving, or.
tefufe you his good offices, in this affair,
you are then to apoly to the Hon. ‘
Saunders, E[q; mayor of the city of Ala
bany, or any other perfon, that can give
you credit at Canada, and leave with them.
our letter to Col. Cu)_;Ier,_ which fhall o-
blige us to pay the faid fum or fums,
mentioned in the faid letter, ‘to fuch per-
fon,’and in the fame way and ma'n‘ner,v as.
we have obliged aurfelves to pay him.,

We are your friends,

THEODORE ATKINSO\I

S. WIBING, e
MESHECH WEARE, 7Ol
BEN]J. SHERBURNE, jun. :

A Iiff of the Caprivés, taken from the Prova
ince of Newbamp/bire, by the St. I rancis.
Indians, in the fummer 1754,

From Chatlellown, on Conne&icut River..
Jemes Jok .nfon, Lis wile, and. four.
children,
Pcter
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Peter Labarree,
Ebenezer Farnlworth,
Miriam Willard.

From Merrimack River.
Nathaniel Malloon, his wife and throe
chlldren.
Robert Barber,,
Samuel Scribner,
Euos Bifhop.

TN atidi:ion' to this letter of credit, Gov.
Wentworth gave !nm :he t’ollowmg pa(r-
port

Provinee af Ncwﬁam p/ba re, in Nmenglana’ '

By his Excel!ency BawsiNG . WiNT-
worti, E{q; Captain Genera} Gov~
L.s, ernor, -and Commander in. Chief,
“in and over his Britannick MaJe&y s
: Provinde of -Newhampthire,' aforea
faid, and Vice Admiral of the fame,
and Sarveyor General of all his
:Maje'ﬁy's Woods, in Northamerica.
WHEREAS
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wHEREAs_the St. Erancis, and other
Indians, did, in the fummer laft paft,cap-
tivate {fundry of bis Majefty’s fubjeéis, in-
habitants of this Province, and have, as |
have been informed, fold the fame to the
fubje@s of the French King, in Canada,
where they are now detained, in {ervitude ;
and having had application made to me,
by Mr, James Johafon, of Charleftown,
within this Province, one of the faid cap-
tives, who obtained leave to come to thiy
country, in order to purchafe his owny
and other captive’s liberty. For letters
of fafe pafiport, I do hereby require, and
command, all officers, civil and military,’
as well as all other perfons, that they of-
fer no lett or hindrance to the faid James
Johnfon, or his company, but contrary--
wife, that they afford him all neceffary
difpatch, in faid journey, through this
Province,

AnD I do hereby, alfo defire, that all
his
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his Majelty’s fubjecls, of his feveral other
governments,” - through' whxch ‘the faid
Johnfon may have otcafion to travel, may
treat him with that c‘ivxhty that becometh

-1 alfo, hereby, - earneflly entreat the
Governor General, and all other officers,
minifters, and fubje&@s, of his moft Chrift-
ian Majefty, governing and inbabiting, the
country and territories of Canada, afore-
{aid ; that they would refpe&ively be aid-
ingand affiting to the faid James John-
fon, in the aforefaid negociation.  Here-
by engaging to return the fame civility
and kindnefs, to any of his met Chrift-
ian Majefty’s officers and [ubjels, when
thereto requefted, by any of bis Gover-
nors or proper officers, In token of which,

. I have caufed the publick [eal of the Prov- -

irce of Newhamphire aforefaid, to be
hereuato affixed, this tweaty fifth day of
Jmuary, in the twenty cighth year of the

reign
-
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reign of our-Sovercign Lord George, the
fecond, of Greatbritain, anncc, and Ire-
land, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. -
BENNING WENTW ORTH,
By bis Excellency’s Command,
THuEODORE ATKINSON, Sec’ty.
Anno Domini. 17550 \

WITH thefe crcdennals Mr. ]obnfon
proceeded with alacrity to Bofton, pro-
cured Governor Shirley’s paflport, and
fet forward to Worcefter, on his return
back ; while there, hewas greatly aftonifh-
ed at receiving the following letter from
Governor Shirley.

i
S
A
5
i
L3
5
b4
3}.
5

Bofton, February 15, 1755.
Mr. JoHNsON, o
THE&E have fome things happened in
our publick affairs, fince your going from
Boflon, with my lctters to the Governor
'of Canada, and intelligence come of the |
motions

RRRAEE S oglie Lc
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motions of the French in Canada, for fur.
ther invading his Majefly’s territories on
the frontiers of Newyork, and Newhamp-
fhire, as make it unfafe for you, as well
as for the publick, to procecd, at prefent,
on your journey to Quebec, and there.
fore I expedt that you do forthwith, upon
receiving this letter, return back, and lay
afide all thoughts of going forward, on
this journey, till you have my leave, or the
leave of Governor Wentworth, to whom
1 fhall write, and inform him of what I
have undertook to do in this matter, in
which his Majefly’s fervice is fo much
concerned. '
Your friend and fervant,
W. SHIRLEY,
Mr. JaMes Jornsow,

ON the receipt of this letter, he returne
ed with a heavy heart to Bofton, and was
pofitively ordered, by Shitley, to ftay till
H further
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further orders. His fituation now, was
really deplorable, His parole, which was
only for two months, muft be violated ;his
credit in Canada loft. His family expofled
to the malice of exafperated Frenchmen,
and all his good profpe@s, at an end. Af-
ter ufing every exertion, in Bofton, for
leave to recommence his journey, and
{pending the reft of the winter, and all

the fpring, he found his efforts were in

vain,’ During this time, my fituation
grew daily diftrefling. Mr. Du Quefne
made honorable provifion for myfelf, fifc
ter, and child, till the expiration of my
hufband’s parole ; the two Indians were
then fenttc Alba;ly, to pilot him back; after
waiting fome time, and learning nothing a~
bout him, they returned, Previous to this,
I had been treated with great aitention and
civility ; dined frequently in the firl}
families, received cards, to attend them on
parties of pleafure, and was jntroduced 9
a
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a large and refpeQable acquaintance, As
an unfortunate woman, I received thofe
general tokens of generofity, which flow
from a humane people. Among the pref-
ents which I received, was one of no (mall
magnitade, from Captains Stowbrow and
Vambram, two gentlemen, who were de-
livered by Major Wathington, as hoftages,
when be, with the Virginia troops, furren-
dered to the Freach and Indiane, In
compliance with their billet, I waited ou
them one morning, and, at parting, receive"
ed a prefent of one hundred and forty
eight livres, Mr. St. Ange, a French
geatleman of fortune, and dl&m&aon, be-
fide frequent proofs of his goodnefs, gave
me, at one time, forty eight livres. In
his family, 1formed an intimate acquaint-
ance, with a young Englith lady, who was
captured by the Indians, in the Province
of Maine, and fold to him ¢ fhe was uled-
with parental tendernefs, and fhared the
privileges
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privileges of bhis children ; fhe, with his
daughter, frequently came in their morn-
ing carriage, to ride with my filter and
me. Gratitude to my numercus bene«
fattors, pleadsloudly in favor of inferting
all their names, and particularizing every
a& of generofity.  If I omit it, it muft
not be imagined that I have forgottentheir
charity ; it hasleft an impreflion on my
heart, that can orly be eraled with the
extinCion of life.

wHiLe in Mr. Du Quefne’s family,
my little daughter was very unwell, and
the fuperftitious people were convinced
that the would either die, or be carried
off by the Devil, unlels baptized. [
yielded to their wifhes, and they prepared
for the ceremony, with all the appendages
annexed to their religion. Mr. Du Quel-’
ne was godfather, and the young Englith

lady godmothet, by Mrs, Du Quefne’s
particular
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particalar requeft, fhe was chriftened
Louis, after herfelf—to which I added the
mame of Captave,

£

THE return of the Indians, without Mr,
Johnfon, baded no good to me. 1 obferv.
ed, with pain; the ‘gradual change in my
friends, fram.coldnels to negled, and from
negle to conternpt, Mr. Du Quelne,
wha had the molt delicate fenfe of honor,
fappofed that he had defignedly broken his
parole, and abufed his confitdence ; here.
fuled to grant me further aflitance, or
even to fee my face.; Inew.fouad my;
felf friendlefs and aloae ; not-a word'had [
heard from Mr. Jobn{on, ot a word had [
heard from my little fon, withthe Indians,
Afli3ion lowered upon me,with all its hor.
yors; in thisdilemma, my §er and I agreed
to take a fmall room, and f{upport our-
felves till curlittle ftore Qf-q_afh wasexpend.
ed, and;then have recourle to our needles.

Haz2 . IX

oy
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i~ the beginning of April, the Indians
made a [econd tour to Albzny, in queft of
Mr. johnfon, and again returned withous
him. I wrote to Col. Lydius, for infor-
mation, but he could tell nothing. Dark-
nefs increafed ; but ¥ fummoned all my
refolation, and indulged the fond hope, of
being foon relieved. We kept our litile
room till Juoe, when I had the happine(s
to hear, that my hufband was without the
city, waiting for permiffion to come ins
He was condutcd in by a file of men; his
prefence banithed eare and trouble, and
turncd the tear of forrow, to the effufion
of joy 5 after the gratulation of meeting
had fubfided, he related his fad fate in
Newengland. He finally got permiffion
from Gov. Wentworth, to come private-
ly, by the way of Albany, where he took
his bills, drawn by Mr. Cuyler, on Mr. St.
Luc Lucorne, and Mr. Rice Du Quefne,
The face of affairs ir Canada had matee

rially
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rially changed ;:'during his abfence a new
Governor had been {ent over, and various
manceuvres in politicks had taken place,
which were very injurious to him. Had
the old Governor tarried, his ablence
would bave probably besen exculed. But
Monf. Vaudrieul was ignorant of the con-
ditions, on which he went home, and could
not admit apologies, for the breach of his
parole. Our difappointment and morti-
fication were {evere, when we found our
bills protefted. This reduced us at once
to a beggarly ftate. The evil was partial.
Iy remedied, by St. Luc Lucorne’s lend»
ing us paper money, while we could fend
fome [ndians, to Mr. Cuyler, for filver,
Mr. Johnfon received orders to- fetile his
aff.irs, with all poflible difpatch.

SPIRITED preparations were now maks
ing for war.  General Diefkau, arrived
from France, with an army,and Montread

was
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was a {cene of bufy confulinh: We were
completing our {ettlements, with our pa.
per, expe&ling to have full permiffion to
go home, when the Indians returned. But
the mealure of our mifery was not yet fall,
In the beginning of July, Mr. Johnfon
was put into jail.  Terrible to me, was
this unexpeted firoke ; without money,
credit or friends; [ muflt now roam the
ftreets, without a profpect of relief, from
the cioud of misfortune, that hung over
me. In afew days, the faithful Indians,
who had been {ent to Mr. Cuyler, for the
filver, returned, with four hundred and
thitty eight dollars, with an order en St,
Luac Lucorne, for feven huadred addi-
tional livres; but he took the whole into
polleffion, and we never after received a
penny from him.

uacr diftrafted, and almot exhaulted
with delpairand grief, I went to the Gov.
€rnor,
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crnor, to paint our diltrefs, and alk relief,
1 found him of ealy accefs, and he heard
my lamentable ftory, with feeming emo-
tion ; his only promile was, to take care of
us, and, at parting, he gave me a ciown, to
buy milk for my babes. Iguorant of our
dcftiny, my fifter and 1, kept our little
room, and were fortunate enough, to get
fubfiltance from day to day. Often going
“to the gloomy prifon, to {ee my poor hul-
band, whofe misfortunes in Bofton had
brought him to this wretchednels.

" our own misfortunes had taught us
how to feel for the fufferings of others,
and large demands were now made, on our
{ympathetick powers. Jult as we were
plunged into this new diftrefs, a fcout of
{avages brought anumber of prifoners in-
to Montreal, which were our old friends
and

e
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and acquaintance.*  Our meeting was
fcene of forrow, and melancholly pleafure..

avy were now flocking to the ftandard
of war. The Indians came from all‘quar-
' ters,

* Two children from Mr. H. Grout’s family,
and two children bslanging to Mrs. How, the fair
eaptive, celebrated in Col. Humphrey’s life of
Putnam. Their names were Polly and Submit
Phips. Mrs. How was then a prifonerat St, Johns,
with {ix other children, and one Garfield. They
were all taken at Hinldale.—Mrs. How’s daugh.
ters were purchafed by Monl. Vaudrieul, the
Governor, and had every attention. paid their ed.
ucation, After a year’s refidence in Montreal,
they were fent to the grand nunnery in Quebec,
where my fifter and I, made them a viit; they
were beautiful girls, cheerful and well taught, Wa
here found two aged Englifh ladies, who had been
taken informer wars, Oae, by the name of V\«'bccl-_
right, who had a brother in Bofton, on whom fhe
requefted meto call, if ever I went to that place; I
complied with her requeft afterwards, and receive
¢d many civilities from ber brother,
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ters, thirfting for Englifh blood, and re-
ceiving inftruttion from the French, A
number of tribes, with all their horrid
weapons of war, paraded, one morning,

before the General’s houfe, and held the
war dance, and filled the air with infernal

yells, after which, in a formal manner,
they took the hatchet, againft the Englifh,
and marched for the ficld of battle, Alas!
my poor countrymen, thought I, how
many of you are to derive mifery from
thefe monflers.

on the twenty fecond of July, Mr.
johnlon was taken from jail, and with
myfelf, and our two youngeft children,
were ordered on board a veffe! for Que-

bec. To leave our friends at Montreal,

was a diftreffing affair ; my fifters ranfom
had been paid, but fhe could not go with
us. She went into the family of the
Lieut. Governor, where fhe fupported
herlelf

-



46 CAPTIVITY or

herfelf, with her needle. My eldeft
daughter, was flill with the three old
maids, who treated her tenderly. Labar-
ree and Farn{worth, had paid the full
price of their redemption, but were not
allowed to go home. Nota word had we
heard yet, from poor Sylvanus, We
parted in tears, ignorant of our deflina-
tion, but little thinking, that we were to
embark for a place of wretchednels and
woe. After two days good failing, we ar-
rived at Quebec, and were all conduled
dire&ly to jail,

CHAP.
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Six monsh’s refidence in the Criminal Fail,
and removal so the Civil Prifon.

WE now, to our indelcriba-
ble pain, found the fallacy of Mr, Gover-
nor’s promiles, foy cur weifare. This jail

was a place, too fhocking for delciiption,

"In one corner, fat a pdor being, half dead
with the [mall pox; in anoiher, were fome
loufy blankets and ftraw ;in the centre
flood a few ‘dirty difhes, rand the whole
preflented a {cene miférafalg‘ to view. The
terrors of ftarvation, and the fear of [ufo-
cating in filth, were overpowered, by the
more alarming cvil of* the fmall pox,
which nons of us had had. Dut there

was no retreat, reflignation was our only

refource; the firft fortnight we waited

I anxioudy
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anxioully for the attack of the difeale, in
which time, we were (upported by a fmall
piece of meat a day, which was ftewed
with {ome rufty crults of bread,and brought
to us in a pail, that fwinc would run from.
The firaw and loufy blankets, were our
only lodging, and the reft of our furniture
conflifted of {ume wooden blocks, for feats,
On the fifteenth day, I was taken with the
fmall pox, and removed to the hofpital ;.
leaving my hufband and two children in.
the horrid prifon. In two days, Mr.
Johnion put my youngeft child, Captive,
cutto nurfe. The woman kept the child
but a few days, before fhe -returned it,
owing to a miflruft, that fhe fhould not get
her pay. DBut fhould it remain in prifon,
certain death muft be its portion.  Her
father was reduced to the fad neceflity, of
requelling her, to carry it to the Lord In-
tendant, and tell him, that he muft either
allow her a compenlation for keeping it,
or
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or it muft be left at his door. Tae good
woman dreffed it decently, and obeyed
her orders. Mr. Intendant {miled at her
ftory, and took the child in his arms, fay-
ing, it was a pretty little Englith devil, it
was a pity it fhould die ; he crdered his
clerk to draw an order for its allowance,
aad fhe took good care.of it, till the laft of
OQ&ober, except a few days, while it had
the fmall pox. ‘

A few days after 1 lcft the prifon, Mr.
Johnfon and my otherdaughter, were tak-
en. with fymptoms, and came to the hof-
pital tome, Itis a fingular inflance of
Divine Interpofition, that we all recov-
cred from this malignant difeale. We
were remanded to prifon, but were not
compelled to our former rigid confine-
ment. -Mr. Johafon was allowed, at cere
tain times, to go about the city, in aneft
of provifion. But, on the twentieth of -

O&aber,
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O&ober, St. IL.uc Lucorne arrived from
Montreal, with the news of Diefkau’s de-
feat ; hehad ever fince my hufband’s mis-
fortune, about his parole, been his perfe-
cuting enemy, By his infligation, we
were all put dire@ly to clofe prilon.

TuE ravages of the {mail pox, reduced
us to the laft extremity, and the fcetid prif-
on, without fire or food, added bitternels
to our diftrefs. Mr. Johnflon preferred a
petition to the Lord Intendant, ftating
our melancholy fituation. 1 had the lib-
erty of prefenting it myfelf, and by the
afliltance of Mr. Pertua, the interpreter,
in whom we ever found a compaflionate
friend, we got fome fmall relief. About
the frlt of November, | was taken violent-
ly ill of afever, and was carried to the
hofpital, with my daughter Captive,  Af-
ter a month’s refidence there, with tolere
able good attendance, I recovered from

my
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oy tilnels, and went back to my hufband.
While at the hofpital, I found an oppor-
tunity to convey the unwelcome tidings
of our deplorable fituation to my fifter,
at Montreal, charging her to give my beft
love to my daughter Sulanpa, and to in-
form our fellow prifoners, Laubarrec and
Farn{worth, thatour good wifh=s awaited
them., Not a word had we yet hcaid
from poor Sylvanus.

wINTER now began to approach, and
the fevere frofls of Canada, operated
keenly upon our feclings. Qur prifon
was 2 horrid defence, from the blalts of
December, with two chairs, and a heap of
ftraw, and two louly blankets, we may
well be fuppofed to live uncomfortably ;
but, in addition to this, we had bu! one
poor fire a day, and the iron grates gave
free accefls to the chills of the inclement

fky. A quart balon, was. the only thing

Iz allowed
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allowed us to cook our {mall piece of meat
and dirty crufts in, and it muft ferve at the
fame time for table furniture. Inthis fad
plight—a oprifoner—in jail—winter ap-
proaching—conceive reader, for I cannos
{peak our diftrefs.

" ouR former benevoleat friends, Cap-
tains Stowbrow and Vambram, had the
peculiar misfortune, to be caft into a prif-
on, oppefite to us, Sufpicion of having
correfponded with their countrymen, was
the crime, with which they were charged,
Y heir misfortune did not preclude the ex-
ertion of generofity ; they frequently fent
us, by the waiting maid, bottles of wine,
and articles of proviion. But the malice
of Frenchmen, had ncw arrived teo fuch
a. pitch, again all our ccuntry, that
we muft be deprived of thefe cemforts,
Thefe good men were forbidden their of-
fices of kindnefs, and our intercourfe was.
. entirely

*
»



Mrs. JOHNSON. 103

entirely prohibited. We, however, found
means, by ftratagem, to effe&, in fome
meaflure, what could not be done by open
dealing, When the {ervants were carry-
ing in our daily {upplies, we {lipped into
the entry, and depofited our letters in an
afh box, which were taken by our friends,
they leaving one at the {fame time for us ;
this ferved in fome mealure, to amufle a
dull hour—fometimes, we diverted our-
felves, by the ufle of Sparifth cards; as Mr.
Jobnfon was ignorant of the game, I de-
rwved no inconfiderable plealure from in-
fira&ting him., But the vigilance of our
keepersincrealed, and our paper and ink

were withheld.~We hadnow been prifon-.
evs feventeen months, and our profpeQts-
were changing from bad to worle, five:
moaths had elapfed, fince our confiac.:
ment 1a this horrid receptacle, except the-
time we lingered in the hofpital. Qur-

jailer was a true delcendant from Phas
: raoh ;
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rach ; bat, urged by impatience and de~
{pair, I foftened him fo much, as to get
him to atk Mr., Pertua, to call on us.
When the good man came, we defcribed
our fituation, in all the moving terms,
which our feelings infpired, which in ad-
dition to what he {aw, convinced him of:
the reality of our diftrefs, He propoled
alking an influential friend of his, to call
on us, who, perhaps, would devife fome.
mode, for ourrelief. The next day, the
gentleman cameto fee us ;. he was one of
thofe good fouls, who ever feel for others.
woes, He was highly affrooted with his
countrymen, for. reducing us to f{uch dil-
trefs, and- declared, that the Lord Intend-
ant himfelf, thould call on us, and fee the
extremitics to which he had reduced us;
he fent, from his own houle, that night,
a kettle, fome candley, and each of us a.
change of linen.
THE
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THE next day, January 3th, 1756, Mr.
Intendant cams to fee us; he exculpated
himfelf, by faying, that. we were put there,;
by the fpecial order of Monf. Vaudrieul,
the Governor in chief, and that he had no
authority to releafe us. Bat he would
convey a letter from - Mr. Johnfon to
Moafieur, which might have the defired
effeCt. The letter was accordingly writ-
ten, ftating our’troubles, and befeeching
relief ; likewile praying that our fon might
be got from the Indians, and {ent to us,
with our daughter and fifter, from Moa-
treal.  The Governor returned the follow-
ing obliging letter,

TRANSLATION.

..3 have received, Sir, your letter, and
am much concerned for the fituation you
are in. I write to Mr, Longieul, to put -
you and your wife, ig the civil jail. Mo,

L,
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L. Iatendant, will be o good as to take
fome notice of thethings you ftand in need
of, and to helpyou.  As to your boy, who
is in the hands of the Indians, I will do
all that is in my power, to get him, butl
donot hope to have a good fuerefsin it ¢
your child in town, and your fifter in law
are-well. Ifit is fome-opportunity of dé
ng you fome pleafare, I will make ule of
it ; unlels fome reafon might happen, that
kinder and ftop-the efe&s of my goodwill.:
If you bad not bsfore, given fome caufe of
being fulpetted, you thonld be at liberty,
¥-am, Sir, your moft: humble and obedis

ent {ervant.. i
VAUDRIEUL.

rroM the receipt of this letter, we dat-

ed ous efcape from -dircful bondage, ‘Mr.

Intendant ordered us dire&tly to the new

jail, ‘called the civil prifon, where our ac-

comodations were infinitely better. We
had
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had a decent bed, candles, fuel, and all the
conveniences belonging to prifoners of
war, Mr. Johnfon was allowed fifteen
pence, p‘::r day,onaccountof a Lieutenant’s
commiffion, which he held under George
the fecond, and I was permitted to go
once a week into the city to purchafe nec-
effaries ; and a watherwoman was provided
for my ufe. We were not confined to
the narrow limits of a fingle room, but
were reftrained only by ths bounds of the
jail yard. Our fituation formed fuch a
contraft, with what we endured in the
gloomy criminal jail, that we imagined
ourlelves the favorites of fortune, and in
high life.

HAP,
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CHAP. VI ..

Refidvnce in the Civil Fail, and cecurrences
1ill the twentieth of 7x{y, 1757+

TO be mdolent from necellity,
has ever been deemed a formidable evil.
No better witneffes- than ouifelves, can
teftify the trath of the remark, although,
our lodgings were now fach as we envied
a month before, yet, to be compelled to
continual idlenefs, was grievous to te
borne. We derived fome amulement,
frem the cultivation of a {mall garden,
within the jail yard; tut a continued
famenefs of friends and a&ion, rendered
our time extremely wearifome.

ATOUT a menth after cur anival at
this cew abode, one Coptain Milten, with
his
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his crew, who, with their vellel, were taken
at fea, were brought prifoners of war to
the fame place. Milton was lodged in
our apartment ; he had all the rude boift-
erous airs of a {eaman, without the leaft
trait of a gentleman, which rendered him
a very troublefome companion. His im-
pudence was confummate, but that was
not the greatelt evil ; while fome new re-
cruits were parading before the orifon, one
day, Milton addreffed them in very im-
proper language, from our window, which
was noticed dire@ly by city authority, who,
fuppofing it to be Mr. Johnfon, ordered
him into the dungeon. Deeply affeted,
by this new trbuble, I again called on my
friend, Mr. Pertua; who, after having al-
certained the faéts; got him releafed. Mr.
Milton was then put into other quatters,

A new jailer, who had an agreeable la-

dy for his wife, now made our fituation
K ftill
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Qill more happy. My little daughters

played with bers, and learned the French
language,

cAPT.. M’Neil, and his brother, from
Bofton, were brought to us as prifoners ;
they told us the ftate of politicks, in our.
own country, and told us fome interefling.
news, about {fome of our friends at home.

iN the morning of the thirteenth of
Auguft, our jailer, with moon eyes, came
to congratulate us, on the taking of Ofwe~
go, by the French. 'We entered littleinto
his {pirit of joy, preferring much, to hear.
good news from the other fide. We were
foon vifited by fome of the priloners, who
had furrendered. Col. Schuyler was in
the number, who, with the gentlemen i,
his {uit, made us a generous prelent.

THE remainder of the fummer and fall,

of
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of fifty fix, paffed off withont any {cnfible
variation, ~We frequently heard from
Montreal ; my fifter was very well fituated,
in the family of the Lieut. Governor, and
my eldeft daughter was carefled by her
three mothers, ‘Could I have heard from
my Tfon, half my trouble would have
ended,

¥ December, T ws delivered of a fon,
which lived bat a few hours, and was bur.
ied under the Cithedral Church,

© '1n the winter, T received 'a letter from
my fifter, containing the fad tidings of mg
_father’s death, who was killed by Indians,
on his own farm, the preceding May.
Savage vengeance fell lieavily upon our
family ; I had a brother wounded at the
fxmé tile, who ram fo the fbrt, with the
fpeat flicking in bis thigh. Too much
- grief Yeduced mie to'a weak condition; I

was
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was taken fick, and carried to the hofpital,
where, after a month’s lingering illnefs, I
‘ound myfelf able to return.

Tui commencement of the year fifty
feven, pafled off without a profpett of lib-
erty. Part of our fellow prifoners, were
fent to France, but we made no voyage
out of the jail yard, About the firk of
May, we petitioned Moafl, Vaudrieul, to
permit our fifter to come to us, Qur
prayer was granted, and in May, we had
the plealure of feeing her, after an ab-
feace of two years, She had f{upported
herle!f by her needle, in the family of ihe_
Lieut. Governor, where fhe was treated
extsemely well, and received a prefent of
four crowns, at parting,

- aMpaTieNT of confinement, we now
made another attempt to gain our liberty.

Mr, Pertya conduted us to the houle of
the.
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the Lord Inténdant, to whom we petition-
ed in prefling terms ; ftating, that we had
now been prifonérs almolt three years,
and had fuffered every thing but death ;
and that- would bé eur fpee&y _portion,

antels we: had reMef. His Ldrdfhlp tiften.

ed with féeming i85, 20d prothifed to ldy
our cale before: the tiead ian, at Mon-
treal, and e us af dnfwer, in feven
days; at the expiration of which time,
we had a permit to leave ¢he prifon. It
¥ not ¢ify to delcfibe t!ie effel of fuch
news ; thofe onty, who have felt the hor:
rors of canfineaient, cati ﬁgﬁ‘re o them-
felves, the happinefs we enjoyed, when
breathing, orice more, the air of liberty,
We took lodgings in town, where we tat-
Hed till the firl of Juone ; when a taréel
thip arrived, to catry prifooers to En.
gland; fot a8 exchinge. Mr. Johnfom
wiote &n wrgent letter, t6 Modl. Vau-
driewt praying that his fansily might ba
. K2 included

LB g e

.
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included with thofe, whowere to take paf-
fage. Monficur wrote a very encourag-
ing letter back, promifing that he and hi;
family fhould fail, and that his daughter,
Sufanna, fhould be fent to him-he con-
cluded, by congratulating him on his good
prolpels, and ordering the Governor of
Qdebec toafford us his affitance.  This
tetter was dated June the 27th,

1H1s tide.of good fortune almoft wip.
=d away the remembrance of three years
adverfity. We began our preparations
for embarkation, with alacrity, Mr. John-
{on wrote St. Luc Lucorne, for the feven
hundred livres,due on Mr. Cuyler’s or.
der, but bis requeft was, and flill- is, un-
fatisfied. This was a. period, big. with.
every thing propitious and happy. The.
idea of leaving a country, where 1 had.
fuffered the keeneft difirefs, during two.
months and a half, seith the favages—been.

bowed
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bowed down by every mortification and
infult, which could arife from the misfor-
tunes of my hufband, in Newengland;and,
where I had fpent-two years in fickne(s
and defpair, in a prifon too fhocking to
mention, contributed to fill the moment
with all the happinefs, which the benevo.
Ient reader will conceive my due, after
fufferings {o intenle ; to confummate the
whole, my daughter was to be returned to.
my arms, who had been ablent more than
two years.—There was- a good prolpe&t,
of_ our fon’s being releafed from. the In..
dians ; the whole, formed fuch alucky
combination of fortunate events, that the.
danger of twice crofling the: ocean, to. gain;
our native {hore, wanithed in a moment,.
My family were all in.the fame joyfuk
mood, and hailed the happy day, when we:
thould fail for England,

Bur little did‘.wc think, that this {un.
: thine.
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" fhine of profperity, was fo foon to Hs
darkened; by thé heavielt clouds of mis-
fortume, Threodays before the appoint-
ed day for failing, the thip came dow=
from Montreal, without my daughter ; in
a few moments, [ mét Mr., Pertas, whd
told me, that cotinter orders had come,
and Mr. Johulon mufl be retained a pril-
oner ; otily ay twe litile daughters, filter
atid myfelf codld go.” Th was calamity
mideed ; t6 atteipt fxéh a long, wéatifonre
veyuge, withoat modey, and without xe-
quaiftance, and to leave & hufbund, and
two chiidren 1o the hindsof enemies, was
too abhorreitt for reficdtion.  But it was
an affair of importamee, and reqaired
weighty: confiderations ; attordimgly, the
acxt dayrafoléemniconncil, of al the prif
eners in- the eity; wds' held in the coffee
hecule.—Col. Schuyler was prefident, and,
after numerous arguments, for and againft,
weré beard, it wiat- viged; by 3 largema-
Jerity,
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jority, that I fhould go.-—1, with hefita-
tion, gave my confent, Some, perhaps,
wil cenfure the mealure, as rafh, and oth-
ers may applaud my courage ; but I had
fo lono been accuftomed to danger and
diftrefs, in the moft menacing forms, they
could alfume, that I was now almofl in-
fcnﬁb{le to their threats; and this a&t was
not a little biaffed by defperation. Life
could no longer retain its value, if linger-
ed out in the inimical regious of Canada.
In Europe, I fhould, at leaft, find friends,
if not acciuaintancc; and among the nume-
rous veflels bound to America, I might

chence to get a paffage. But then, to
lcave a tender hufband, who had fo long,
atthe hazard of his life, preferved my
own ; to part, perhaps i'qn:vegg from . two
children, put all my refolution to the teft,
‘and thook my boafted firmnefs,

. our

6. Schayler, .whom we ever found
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our benevolent friend, promifed to ule
his influenice, for Mr. Johnfon’s releafe,

. 2nd for the tedemption of our children.

ox 'the twentiethof July, We went on
board ‘the veéllel, accompaniéd by Mr,
Johefon, who werit with us to take léave,
We were introducéd’to the Captain, who
was-a geritlédran, and a ‘perfon-of great
civility ;»=he fheweéd us the beft cabin,
which was to'be the place of our'refidence,
and, after promifiog nsy hulband, that the
voyage fHould ‘be made as agreeable’to
tne ay poffible, he gave orders for weigh-
ing anchor.—~The ntie wat now come,
that we muR part—Mr, Johnfon took nie
by the hand——our tears impofed filence—
I‘faw him flep into the barge ;—but my

tivo little chiildren, Gfter, and iy [éif, were
bound for Europe.

- We kil down the river St. hawrénte,
bat
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‘but a fmall diftance that night. The next

morning, the Captain, with a cheerful

countenance, came toour cabin, and in-

-vited us to rife, and take our leave of Que-
. bec; none, but: myfelf complied, and 1.

gazed, as long as fight. would permit, at

the. place, where I had:left my dearelt
friend.

" "CHAP, ~
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CHAP. IX

Poyage to Plymoutb, Occurresses.  Saiil-
ing from Plymoutb to Porifmousb, from
sbence, by the way of Cork, 10 Newsyork.

ALL my fears and 2ffliQion,
did not prevent my feeling fomellittie joy,
at being releafed from the jurifdiQion of
Frenchmen. I could pardon the Indians,
for their vindi&tive fpirit, becaule they
had no claim to the benefits of civilization.
But the French, who give leflons of po-
litenefs, to the reft of the world, can de-
rive no advantage from the plea of igno-
rance. The blind fuperflition, which is
inculcated by their monks and frias,
doubtlefs, ftifles, in fome meafure, the ex-
erticn of pity towards their enemies ; and
the common herd, which includes al.

moft
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moft feven eighths of their number, bave
Bo advantages from education, To thefe
fources, I attribute moft of my fufferings.
But I foand fome benevolent fricnds,
whofe gemerofity 1 fhall ever recolle&;
with the. warmeft gratitude.

" The commencementof the voyage, had

every favorable prefage ; the weather was
fine, the failors cheerful, and the thip in
good trin. My accommodations in the
Captain’s family, were very commodious;
a boy was allowed me, for my particular
ule. We failed with excellent fortune,
till the pineteenth -of Auguft, when we
hove in fight of old Plymouth, and at
four o’clock; in-the afternoon, dropped
anchor.

TRE next day, all but myfelf and fam-
ily, were taken from the veflel; we felt
great dnxicty at being left, and began tp

L f=ar,
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fear, that fortune was not willing to fmile
on us, even on thele fhores ; we waited in
delpair, thirty or forty hours, and found
no relief. The Captain, obferving cur de-
fpondeney, begin“his airs of gaiety t5
cheer us ; he affured s, that we fhould
not fuffer~—that if the Englith would not
receive us, he would take us to France, and
make us happy. Bat, at lak an officer
camie on boatd, to fee if the veflel was pre-
pared for the reception of French pnfon-
ers. Werelated to him our fituation ; 'he
condu&ed us on thore, and apphed to the
Admiral for dire@ions—who ordered “us
lodgings, and the King’s allowanceof two
thillings ﬁcrhng, per day, for our l'npport

‘Fortunately, we were 1odged in-a’ houfe,

where refided Captam john Tufton Ma-
fon, whofe name will be familiar to the
inhabitants of Newhampfhire, on account
of his patent. He very kindly interefled
him{elf in our favor, and wrote to Meffra.
’ Thomiinfon
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Thomlianfon and Apthorp, agents at Lon-
don, for the Province of Newhampthire, °
foliciting their afliftance, in my behalf,
We tarried at _Plyaidq;th,-but a fortnigat,
during which time, I received much atten-
tion, and had to gratify many an inquifi.,
tive friend, with the hiftory of my {uffer-
ings. ' S

CAPT. Mgfoq-,pxgéugedt me a pallage to
Portfmouth, ip the Ié‘;ajanw man of war;
from wheacg I way totake paflage in a
packet, for America. - Juft as 1 flepped
on board the Rainbow, a good lady, with
her fos, came to ‘make me a vifit ; her cus
noﬁty}o feea perfon of my defcription,
was not abated by my being on my pafy
fage; ; fhe faid fhe eould not Aleep, till-thg e, -
had feen the perfon, who had fuﬂ'cred |
{uclr hard fortane.—After fhe had afked -
all the queltions that time would allow of,
fhe gave me a guinea, and a half guinca
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to my fifter, and a muflin handkerchief to.
each of my little girls. On our arrival at
Portfmouth, the packet had failed ; the
Captain of the Rainbow, not finding it
convenient to keep us with him, introduc
¢d us on béard the Royal Ann.
T

wHEREVER we lived, we found- the
beft friends and the politeft treatment, =
Jt will be thought ingular, that a defence.
lefs woman, hould fuffer fo many changes,
without meeting with fome infults, and.
many incivilities, Bat, during my long
refidence on board the various veffels, the-
molt delicate gallantry cver defignated my
companions. The officers were affiduous:
in making my fituation agretable, aud
readily proffered their fervices.
3
waitt on board the Royal Ann, Fre-
ceived the following letters; the. reader
will excufe the recitation ; it would be ine

gratitude
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gtatitade not to record fich . co=faicuous
aéts of bencvolence.

lewb Sm 13, 1757+
Mabpawm, oo :

La rz laft-pofiajght, lreccned an ane
fwer from Mr. ptho_rp, who » . partner
with Mr. Thomlinfen, thta(ctﬂ for New-
hampﬂm;, with a letter enclofed to you,
which gave yon- libexty, .to, draw on him
for. fifteen guincas.o As. Madap uomcch
was jufl clofing her.letter, to YOI, J gave
S her. taenclofe for you, 1 now .wrie. ae
@t_n&o ‘Lgudoo,. in. your behalf, . You
maft immediately: -write Mr. Apthorp,

Wit you:intend tg do, - and wbhat further:

you would have bm, and-ous friends: g
Lgndop, do-for yau... “ay ”4?”

M Y .

) x«tbopy-you havc nceavéd :be bcncfac-
tion, of the charitable Ladx.s in this town.
All £siends here commifferats your misfoy.

¥ RS Lz o tuaes,

mrad
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tanes, and with- youwell togefber vnth'
your fifter and children,
Your friend and countryman to ferve,
_[OHN T. 'MASON.
Mrs. ]oumou
- me &7:. 7 1757+
Mapam, "
1 received a Fetter from Capt. Mafon,
dated the thirtieth of laft montb, giving
ah account of y your unfértunate fitvation,
and yefterday, ‘Mr.- ‘Bhiomlinfon, who is
ill in the céudtry, fent me yout letter, ‘vox
géther with Capt. Mafon’s'to. “hiin; witls
‘the papers relative  to'you. In .cotfex
‘quence of which, I,’this day, applied toca
‘furmber of gentlemen, in your behalfg
“Wwho, very readily’ gave their afiftance ;
but-as I am a-Rranger to the fteps you int
tend to purfue, 1 can only give you libee- -
c’y, at prefent, to draw on me for tem ©r
fifteen guineas, for which fam your bill
thall be paid, and when you furnith me
with

. .- . - ~ e——
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with information, I fhall, very cheerfully,
give any furtherance in my power, to your
relicf, when 1 fhall alfo fend you a lift of
your benefallors,
1 am, Madam,
your moft humble fervant,
JOHN APTHORPF:
Mrs. SusaNNa JoansoN.
Letter from H, Grove.
& have now the pleafure to'let dear Mrs.
Johnlon know: the goodnefs.of Mra. Hor-
nech ; the has colleGed. feven pounds fot

you, and {eat it to Mrs. Brett, who lives

in the yard at Portfmouth, to beg her fa-

vors to you, in any thing the can do, to-
help or affit you. She 18 a-good lady

do go- to her, and let her- know your
diftrefs, Capt. Mafon has got a letter
this poft, but he is not at home; caanot
tell you further, You will excufc this
fcrawl, likewife my not enlarging. As
Mr. Hornech waits to lead it away. Oalyp
believe

e e iaAm
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believe me, madam, “you have my earneft
prayers to God, to help and affift you.:
My mama’s compliments with' mine, and:
begs to wait on’ you, ‘and, behieve me,
dear Mrs. ]ohnfon, yoctt m :ll evints to
ferve yoma - < o B

oL T !HA’N{NAH GROYE. -

Sndq ¢9¢, 100 cloth. : 4

"o feceived the- dwnahon, and Mr. Ap-v
e!!orp feri€ me the fifteen guineas, - I-find
cerely fament; thit'he odgitted fm&iugm
the names of my bedd"a&et:. '

T T Captam of the Roya! Aaa, fup~
pofmg my fitaation with hirm, wmight not
be {o convenicnt, applied to. the -mayory
for a permit for. me totake lodgingsin the
¢ity, which. wis granted, * 1 .poek- 'm:vd.'
tedgings, where I tarried three or fom'i'.
davs, when orders came for me to be on
buard the Orangé, man of war,, in. three

hours,
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hours, which was to fail for America. Ws
made all pofible difpatch, but when we
got to tac fhore, we were aftonithed to
5ad the fhip too far under way, to be o-.
vertaken. Notime was. to be loft, I ap.
plied to a waterman, to carry us to a mer-
shantman, who was weighing aachor, at
a diftance, to go in the fame fleet. He
hefitated long enough to praonounce a
chapter of oaths, and rowed us.off;. When-
we came 10 the veffel: I petitioned the,
Captain ta take us on board, till he over-
took the Orange, He direlly flew into
a.violent paffion, and offered greater in.
fults, than I had ever seceived, during my:
whaie vayage ; bg {wore we were womeg
of bad fams, who withed to follow the ar-
ty, and that he wauld have nothizg to.
dowithus. 1 begged him to calm hig
rage, and we would convince him of his
error.  Bat, fortunately, the viGualler of
tbe feet happened <o be in the fhip, wha
at
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at thismoment ftepped forward, with his

roll of names, and told the outrageous
Captain, that he would foon convince him,
whether we deferved notice, by fearching
his lift. He (oom found our names, and the
Captain began to beg pardon.—He took
us on board, and-apologiaed for ‘his rude-
ncls. We failed with a fair wind for Cork,
where the fleet took provifion, We tarri~
ed a fortnight in this place, during which:
time, the Captain,of the Orange came on
board to f{ce me, and to offer me a birth
in his veffel ; but that being a battle thip,
it wasthought beft for me to ftay where I

then was. After weighing anchor at Cork,

we had a»paﬂ'ag:of feven weeks, remarka-
bly pleafant, to Newyork. QOathe tenth

of December, we dropped anchor at San-
dy Hook ; on the eleventh, I had the fu-
preme felicity, to find mylelf on thore in
my native country, after an abfence of
threc years, three months, and cleven dayse

CHAPR
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CHAP X.
T Hi/w nds.

I MIGHT defeanit for many
paoe, on the’ fehcxty I felt,"on being once
more in'my own country '; but ‘others can
gucfs my feclings better than I can tell
them, The Mayor of Newyork, ordered
Iodgmgs for uss here T had the pleafure
of meeting my friend, Col. Schuyler, who
gaye me much information about affairs
it Cdnada, be told'me that my hufband
had been releafed, and takcn paflagein a
cartel thip, for Halifax ; and that he had
redeemed my fon from the Indians, for the
fgm of five hundred livres, :

mx fellow pnfoncr Labarree, had made ]
His efcape from the Frénch, and had been’

in

Wt e e s e
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in Newyork a few days before, on his way
home,

wi tarried in Newyork ten days~—then
took water paffagé for Newhaven, where I
Mad the good fortune to find a number of
cfficers who had been flationed &t Charlefs
town, the preceding fummer, who gratifi-
ed my curiofity with intelligence refpe@-
ing mwy relations and friends in that place,
Some of thefe gentlemen, among whom
was Col. Whiting, kindly underrook to af-
fift us on our journey home, by the way
of Springfield. At Haitford -we found
foore gentlemen who were bound for
Charleftown ; they folicited my fifier®
to go in company with them, which fhe
aflented to,

WHEN

® Mifs Miriam Willard, was afterwards married
to the Reverend Mr, Whitney, of Shirley, Maffa-
chuletts,
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wREN within "half a dozen miles of
Springfield, Mr. Ely, a benevolent friend
of Mr. john{'on‘s fent histwo fons, with’
a fleigh to"convéy me ty his houle, where
I propofed ftaping tilt’ fomé# of my friends
could’hear of-my arrival:  *© Forturately,
MY, ]olmfan abdtitthv-fame-time arrived
at Bofton; but ‘nfifovtiude Had not yet-fille
. ed the meafure bfHis- mamiey. He had
l no fooner landed, than*he was plrnms
der guard, on fafpiciot’ 0(‘110: pex’formmg :
his duty ia the redémption of 1he Canada-
prifoners, which fulpicion was occafioncd
by his remifaefs in prodﬁcmg his vouchers,
But the-following oertxﬁcatc p"ocurcd hxs' ’
hberty ‘

TH1S is to certify, whom it fnay cone
cern, that the beérér, Lieutenant ]am’és
John{on,inhabitant in the town of Charlef-
town,in the Province of‘Newhampthire,
in \Iewenfrlamd who tozether with his

M family

) —
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family were taken by the Indians on the
thirtieth of Auguft 1754, has ever fince
continued a fteady and faithful fubje& ta
his Majelty King George, and has ufed
his utmolt endeavors to icdze;ﬁ his own
family, and all athers -bclbt;ging to the
Province aforefaid, tbat,was in the hands
of the French and .ladtans, whxch he cane
not yet accomplxﬂ: 3 and that both hxmf;lf
and family, bave nqdezgon; innumerable
hardfhips and afliion fince they have
been prifoners in Canada. -

i1n teflimony -of which, we the ﬁxbfcnb.
ers, Officers in his Buttanick Majefty’s
fervice,and now prifonersof warat Que-
bec, have thought it neceffary to grant bim
this certificate, and do rccommend him as
an obje& worthy the aid and compaffion
of every boneft Englithman.

PETER SCHUYLER,

Sigoed ANDREW WATKINS,

WILLIAM MARTIN,
WILLIAM PADGELD.
Sueber, Sept. 16,1757, 4£TTER
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arrr his dxfmifﬁbp, from the guards
in Bofton, he procreded dire&ly for
Charleftown, Wlien within fifteen miles
of Springficld, he wasmet by a gentleman,
who had juft ‘befére feen me, who gave
him the bel néws “he coald have hzard ;
© although, it was then late at night, he loft
' not a moment.—At two o'clock, in the
mornihg of the firlt of January 1758, I'a-
gain embraced my dearcft friend—happy -
fiew year, with pleafure would I defcribe
my emotions of joy, could language paint '
them {ufficiently forcible ; but the fecble
pen thrinks from the tafk.

. crartzstown was fill a frontier
town, and fuffered from favage depreda-
tions, which rendered it an improper refi-

dence for me ; confequently 1 went to
_ Lancafter,

MR, Johnfon, in a few days, fat out for
Newyork, to adjult his Canada accounts,
Bat



PRI s

e e e i e

Bl b

FRE o

136, CAPTIVITY, or

-But, on his journey; he was perfuaded by

Gov. Pownal te ,galgé ) Capiaip s ccmumi' -
fion, and join; tbc forccs,bonpd for Ticop-
.deroga ; where, hq was - kxll:d .on the 8th

~of July- followmg, vhile ﬁghnng far - his

couatry.. Humam;y pill weep with me.

: ’,[‘ae cup of forrovy, wag - now ;eplpte w;t.h

" bitter drops. All my £orm¢r zm{ches wepe
Ioﬁ,;n the a@&lon of gbe m,do;v.

a,.
2 -

viw the ©@aber: wm.g fx»ua&m

.:i:ppmtf; Teiembrace yy fou-Sylvanus ;
- Beflad :beea aboke theee “yeard with .fhe

Indians, foltowed shetr in: all..fheir: huat-
ing excurfions and learnt too many oftheir

- hubits ; to-civilize Bim; Fud- leata ~1ma his

m‘tﬁe—imgung vni d*fevefe taik o

. 3-" I.««.\p RN G

. ipfifed in t.mdaﬂet fil-@&bber- 1739,
when 1 returned to old Chatlefowr e

. Ths fight of my.formerrefideace affasdel
_afsapge mixture of joy and grief, Wb{ﬂ

1l
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the defolations of war, and the lofs of a

‘nurhber of dear and valuable friends, com-

‘bined fo give the place an air of melan-
«holy. Soonafter my arrival, Major Rogers
returned from an-expedition againft the
village St. Francis, which he had deftroy-
ed and killed moft of the inbabitants, He
‘brought with him a young Indian pfifon-
er, who flopped at my boufe, the- moment
‘be faw me, he cried, my God, my God,
here is my fifter ; it was'my kittle brother
.Sabatis, who formerly ufed to bring the
-cows for me, when 3 twed at ‘my Indiah
‘mafters.  He wag tvasfported to fee me,
and declared that be was Rill my brother,
and [ muft be- hisGQer. - Poor fellow |
-The fortune of war had Ieft bin withone
a fingle relation; but with his country”s

. «enemies; he could findone who too fenfj-

bly fele: bis miferies ; ¥ flt the pureR
pleafure in adminiftering to his comfore.
Ma - . n
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oMY, danghter Sufanna, was flill in. Can-
adar—but as J had.he. fulleft - affurances
.%&ve.q aitention was paid tp ber edu-
oD Qnd welfare, by -her three mothers,
qk lc&an@e&y thap .l etherwile might
Hov 'd St
. RVERY, oac. wdl nmgmc, tbat I hazc
paid, afliflian. ber. wtmolk .demand, the
peins ol imprifoument, the (eparatipn from
xygphih}r%m&qp fogrow occafioned
dhs Sﬂ&smfam m,w@ibuw
death;, will aspRsink10: 2 fwmy peshaps, wa-
sappledy Bl wy - family: mult be
-doamd;toifurthes, and fevere pevfecan-
+4iqps, from the favages,. In the com-
mgnceweny’ of the fummer of ferenxen
buotired and sty @y brother in law,
My, Jofephs Witlapd, with bis wife and
five children, who lived buttwg milesdib
tagi. from me, were taken by a party of
Indiags,
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Jadians. They 'wete <cirried much the
Jame roat that I was, to Montreal. Their
Jouracy of fouricen days, through the wil-
deraefs, was a {cries of mileries, unknown
to any but thofe who {uffered with me,
they loft two children, whofc deathswere
owing to {uvage barbarity.  The hiftory
of their captiviry would almoft equal ‘my
own, but the reader’s commiferation and
pity mufl now beexhaufled. - No more
of anguith, no more of fafferings. :

-THRY afrived - at Montreal, a few days
Defore:the Frenga furrendesed it to the
Eaghith; and after foar Month’s abfence,
returned home, and brought my daughter
Sufanna to my arme ; while‘l refoiced at-
agnix meeting my child, whom I had not
feen foc above four yeass, ¥ felt extremely
grateful to;the Mrs. Jaiffons, for rhe afi
feftionate attention they had beflowed
her, Asthey had reccived her as theit

child,
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child, they had made their afluent for.
tune fubfervient vo her beft intereft. To
give her the accomplifhments of a polite
education had been their principal care,
fhe had contralled an ardent love for them,
which nevers will be obliterated. Their
parting was an affeQing (cenc of tears,

-
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mr. Farnfworth, my only fellow prifon.
: er whofe return 1 have not mentioned,
i ¢ame hame a listle befose.

risus, by the goodnefs of Providence,
we all returned in the courfe of ix paiu-
ful years, te the placc. frem whence'we
-were taken. The longperied ofour cape
sivity, and the [everity of our fufferings,
will be called uncomuion and unprece.
dented., But we even found fome friends
to pity, among.our moft perfecuting ene-
ties; and from the various fhapses, in
which mankind appeared, we learned mas

oy
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ny valuabie leflons. Whether inthe s wilds
of Canada, }be hwnd jails of Quebec, ot
in’ our voyage to Europe, daily occur-
rcqces happened,.to convince us, that the
paflions .of men aye - as: various -as. their
. complexions. . And, although my uifes-
ings were. oftem increaled by.ithe (elGth-
nels gf‘:_},x‘;s’wgr\d s {pirit, yet the aumergus
tellimopies of generodity 1 seceived,.ibids
me fupprefs she sharge of negle&t, or want
of bgneyalence., -Lhat, kaaye becp an.un-
fortunate woman, all will grant 5 yet,.gy
misfastuoes, ; whdle sex earighed @y ex-
perienee, andtaaghs me;ma PR
. tiencg, haye,jaceerdaemgraiitndesp-she
auther of allblsfings: whake gaodnels agd
@exax:mcr.rrefmvadmsl# cmc pmf-

8Dt tmMe, 3t ~Lox . .4t s ool g

-, 1 &mM—:én&Mwin%r.ﬁﬁ life, snd feel
:fenfibly. the effcqs of olgl age, my yacamt
Jwrs Lol pmpley g seflcBing.on she

various
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various [cenes, that have marked the dif-
ferent Rages of my life. When viewing
the prefent rifing generation, in the bloom
of health, and enjoying thofé gay pleaf-
ures which fhed theit exhilérating infha-
ence, fo plentifully in'the morm of life, 1
ook back to my early’ days, when 1 too
was happy, and bafked in the funfhine of
good fortune :  Little do they think, that
the meridian of their lives, can poffibly be
rendered miferable by captivity or a pril-

“oi; as lietle too did I think,; that my gitd-
* vd profpcQs could be obfcared, but it was

the happy delafion of youth; and 1 fer.
vently with there was no deception, But
that Being, who * fits upon the circle of

- the earth, and views the inhabitants se

grafshoppers,”* allots our fortunes,

axrtroven T have drank fo largely,

* from the cup of forrow, yet my prefent
* bappinefs iz a {mall compenfation, Twice

has
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‘has my country been ravaged by war,
ince my remembrance; I have dctailed
the thare | bore in.the 6irft; in.the lak, al-
though the place in which I live, was not
a figld of bloody battle, yet its vicinity to
Ticbndetoga. and the favages that ravaged
the Coos. country, rendered. it pesilous
and. dxﬁxeﬂing. But now, no one can fet
a hjgher value on the {miles of peace, than,
myfelf. The favages aze driven beyond
the . Lakes, and our country .bas no. ene-
mics. | The gloomy wilderngfs, that forty
years ago fecreted the -Ipdian- ‘and the
beall of prey, has vanithed away; and the.
thrifty farm {miles- in:its Read ;; the fun-
days, that were then employed in guard-,
ing a fort, are now quietly devoted to wor-
fhip; the tomahawk and fcalping knife,
have given place to the fickle and plough- )
~fhare ;.and profperous; bufpandry -now -
thuv;s, where the Jessors of d:ath .once. .
chilled us withfear, , .. .
' MY
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MY numerous progeny, often gather a-
round me, to heat tthuﬂ’c'rmgs once felt
by their aunt or grandmotht’r 'and wonder
at theirmagaitude, My daughter Cap-
tivé, fill keeps the dréfs fhe appeared in,
when brought to my bed fide, by the
Frénch nurle, at the Ticonderoga hoipi-
tal’; and often refrethés my mémory with
paft {cenes, when fhowing it to her chil-
dren.  Thefe things yield a kind of mel-
ancholy p}eafure.’ :

. instances of longevity are remarkable
in my family. My aged mother fays to
me, arife dauﬁtc: and go tothy daughter,
for your dau‘hfér s daughter, has got a
daughter ; a command which few mothers
can make and be obeyed.

AnD now rteader, after fincerely with-
ing that your days may be as happy, - as
mine have been unfortunate, I bid you

adieu,

Charieflown, Fune 20, 1796.




