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Designs many and the most

up-to-date on the market.

Catalogue Free.

DRYSDALE & CO.
Brandon, Manitoba.

P.O. BOX 222.

A. Naismith, President
R. M. Mathewson, Vice-Pres,

A. F. KEMPTON,
Secretary and Manager.

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, $500 000.00

The Occidental Fire Insurance Go.

FULL GOVERNMENT DEPOSIT

HEAD OFFICE: WAWANESA, MAN.

Agents Wanted In Unrepresented Distriots

C. D. Kerr, Treasurer

ALEX NAISMITH,
President.

The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Go.

HEAD OFFICE: WAWANESA MAN.

A. F. KEMPTON, Secretary-Manager
Amount of Business in force Dec. 31st, 1905 - : - - - -
Assets over Liabilities - = e e e e e e e e = o=
The Number of Farmers Insured December 31st, 1804, 12,969

Over 13,000 farmers insured. The largest agricultural fire insurance Company west of Lake
Superior. Agents wanted in unrepresented districts.

WM. PATERSON,
Vice-President.

C. D. KERR,
Treasurer.

$14,542,525.00
188,401.51

41 Best for Batier

Windsor Salt will make money
for you in two ways.

It makes better butter—richer,
tastier. As it disolves quickly. and
works in easily and evenly.

It cuts down your salt bills,
because it is absolutely pure, and
requires LESS to properly season
the butter.

The first trial will prove this,
Your dealer has Windsor Salt or
will get it for you.

Windsor

KINGSTON

GRAIN

TORONTO

Jas. Richardson & Sons

Highest prices paid for all kinds of

in carload lots .
samples WHEATS, OATS, BARLEY, FLAX. Write
for shipping instructions and price circulars.

WINNIPEG

ALBERTA LANDS FOR SALE

Easy Terms and Prices
We Have a Large List

PARKEN & DOBSON, Calgary, Alta.

Special attention paid to low grade

blade

JOSEPH RODGERS & SONS, Ltd

SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

Please see that this EXACT MARK is on each

‘i‘\Q‘EREU THADEM,”‘

"<

J. F. HIGGINBOTHAM,
carries the largest stock of
ENGAGEMENT, RI N GS
AND BIRTHDAY
to be seen in Western Canada, and prices the
goods. Solid Gold Rings from 75c. to $s00. We
also have the largest stock of Watches in Mani-
20 years' wear, with éenuine altham movr
ment, for $10. Prize Cups and Medals a s~

JAMES HUTTON & CO. - - -

SOLE AGENTS IN CANADA

The Leading Jeweler, BRANDON,
WEDDING
most moderate, consistent with high-grade
toba. A fine Gold-filled Watch, ranteed for
alty.

MONTREAL | GRANTED V62

HUDSON BAY

INSURANCE COMPANY, LTD.
Before insuring your property
see a Hudson Bay Agent, or
drop a postal to

_ R. H. YOUNE, C. N. BRISTOL,
ren Agt. for Sask. Gen. Agt. for Alta.
Maase Jaw, Sask. Calgary, Alta.
Live agents wanted in unrepresented districts

e

for a5 cents, or 3 lots for 65
Understand as cents pavs fo

BIRTHDAY RING

P.S.—Canadian

We wish to quickly introduce our : T :
will send; One handsome Gold Plated Bracelet, with padlock che

one gem set Birthday Ring, 100 Fancy 8ilk pieces, and 10 yards of 8ilk Ribbon, all } HOLTBY & HATHAWAY
cents postpaid

P ——— - ARTISTS

9 We are Specialists in making
drawings of Machinery and Build-
ings. We show evury Detail—every
Nut and Bolt. We give you met-
ropolitan service.

SO we
size;

goods and secure new customers,
iarm, full
in the world. |

Biggest valte
] ribbon

56 Princess St., Winnipeg

r all-—the bracelet, ring, silks an |
Address, H. Buchanan Co., 35 & 37 Frankfort 8treet, New York. |
stamps accepted. [

|
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Thompson, Sons & Company

Grain Commission Merchants

Grain Exchange Winnipeg, Manitoba




FOR PRICES AND BEST WORK

WRITE

SOMERVILLE STEAM MARBLE C°

BETWEEN 15™ano 16™ STREET)
BRANDON. MAN.

AGENTS WANTED.

Select Farms

IN LOWER FRASER VALLEY

Bl‘itiSh I .pt.lblish a re-al-_estabe bulle.tin,
. giving description and prices
Columbia’s of some of the best farms in
Richest t}{e Valley. Send for one (it
. will be of value to anyone
Farming interested in this country or
District looking for a chance to better

their present conditions) to

PEARSON

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

T. R.

NEW WESTMINSTER,

SKUNR
MINK

xjﬁuns COON

and all other kinds. Top market prices
and quick cash returns. Tpa
pers Guide Free to those who
ship and mention this ad.

McMILLAN Fur & WOOL Co.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
WRITE FOR CIRCULAR_S

ROUTE BILLS

Route bills and folders printed
with despatch. Up-to-date
engravings of different breeds
of horses on hand.

MAIL ORDERS SOLICITED.

The London Printing & Litftlographing Co.

London,; On

Through Tourist Car Service
to Califonia.

Via Chicago, Great Weswern Railway. Cars
leave Minneapolis and St. Paul on four days of
the week—Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday. For full information apply to J. P
Elmer, G. P. A,, St. Paul, Minn.

FERGUSON & RICHARDSON

Canada Life Building

Solicitors for Farmer’s Advocate

Winnipeg, Canada

R. FERGUSON W. W. RICHARDSON

acific Coast Seeds, Trees,
Plants, Etc., Etc.

Headquarters at

Henry's Nurseries and Seed Houst

M. J. Henry,

3010 Westminster Road, Vancouver,

Catalogue
Free

Liquor or Tobacco Habit Cured in .

to 60 days—cure permanent. State whethe
be give retly or with knowledge of pa
If you ve a relative or friend addicted to
ther hibit. cend so cents for each receipt
1 hiy en cured with this formula
By J. FINCH; Leavings, Alta,
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LONDON &
LANGASHIRE LIFE ?

BECAUSE

(1) Their ratio of expense to
income is only 15.49,.

(2) They have paid every cent
of the estimated profits.

(3) They are a British company
of established reputation’

[

Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal

Chairman of Directors

B. HaL BRowN - General Manager
MONTREAL

L. W. Hicks - Western Branch Mgr.
G. W. HasTiNgs - Insp. of Agencies
W. R. Allan - = = = = - Agent

BULLMAN BLOCK, WINNIPEG, MAN.

Homesteads

Located

Now is the time to get a home-
stead. Don’t wait until it is too
late. It will not be very long
before all the No. 1 Hard
homesteads are taken up. If
you don’t know of a first-class
locality, write or call on me, and
I will locate you in as fine a
farming country as you could
wish for. For further particulars
apply to

T. W. Hargreaves
Real Estate Agent

Saskatchewan

Homestead Locator.

Milestone, 8. E.

FREEI FREE!
This beautiful Jew-
el Given away.
Simply send 25
cents for 100 extra
handsome, beauti-
fully colored 8ilk
Pieces, for fancy
work, also 12 yards
pretty Lace one
bundle of Embroid-
ery 8ilk, one neat
Lace Design Ladies
Collar, with book
of Fancy work and
we will include free
this lovely Gem set
Cold plated Chatel-
aine, ALL postage
paid. The greatest
lot ever given for
this small sum.
Address H. Buchan-
an, 35 & 37 Frank-
fort Street, New
York. P.S8.—Can-
adian stamps ac-
cepted.

EDIT
COMPILE
AND PRINT

LIVE STOCK CATALOGUES

FARMER’S
ADVOCATE

WINNIPECG
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OATS

SHIP your G
OATS to

214 GRAIN EXCHANGE, WINNIPEG, MAN.

REFERENCES | EASTERN TOWNSHIPS AND UNION BANKS.

also prompt settlements.

THHE PARMER'S ADVOUCANTE o
OATS OATS
B. MU RPHY & C(O. ¢ cbuain HIGHEST PRICESE

\

DAILY SERVICE

TO

ALL POINTS

EAST, SOUTH
~ AND WEST

Connection with Canadian;Northern
trains from points Northjand West.

PULLMAN
SLEEPING CARS

See your locallAgent, or write

H. Swinford,
General Agent.

R. Creelman,
Ticket Agent.

341 MAIN STREET
WINNIPEG

|

<\
The *‘Buco

orr Z s 1|
OfJATLS 7
LHandsome 0% Fage llushaled Aumplle!

18.C IARMSFRUIT LANDS
MAILED FREFE or request
LILUARTRC? Box 242 New WesTmpsrer BC|

Gef Louden’s Gable Stacker

It is strong and simple, perfect working and durable, runs on -8 inch steel cable ;

uses either fork or slings, and builds any sized stack

c/

Louden's Hay Carriers, Barn Door Hangers, Feed and Litter Carriers, etc.

are the Best on Earth.

Louden Hardware Specialty Go.,

Corner Logan
and Nena Sts.,

Winnipeg

The Pioneer
Limited

in the world that equals in

to Chicago via the

Railway

There is no train in service on any railway
equipment
The Pioneer Limited train from St. Paul

TICKETS
365 Robert St.
Phone 98

The railway company owns and operates
the sleeping and dining cars on its trains,
and gives to its patrons an excellence of
service not obtainable elsewhere. The
buffet cars, compartment cars, standard
sleeping cars and dining cars of The Pio-
neer are the handsomest ever built.

W. B. DIXON,

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul

N. W. P. A,,
St. Paul

Y . _>\“Q§“ —~ \

” and Gultivator

Are

Ever. Tine an 0il Tempered Spring. '
Handle 4} feet long.
KILLS WEEDS - GROWS VEGETABLES
Down Deep after the weed
: ind Loosens Soil thoroughly
D tiime, muscle and temper,
roduces the cleanc t, nice
1 vecetables ever
{ round tree: Price 81 !
paid to anyv expre tt |
L Return after triul i
ense, and n
stactory
1w wantel in Qntario and
BA| JNDERWOOD €O0., Limited, New

Glasgow, Nova Scotia.

N If so

¢ 7

You Building ?

the plaster for your house

L " ought to be the best.

7 The Empire Cement Plaster

Empire Wood Fibre Plaster

and Gilt Edge Plaster

Paris

ARE THE BEST—Manufactured by the

fanitoba Gypsum Company, Ltd.

Union Bank Building Winnipeg

Buy a Farm

improved lands for sale
ranging from $r12 up to
$30 per acre to choose from.
This 1s one of the best wheat-

I HAVE over 6,000 acres of

; growing districts in the West.
| Write me “for particulars and
‘ government reports, or call “at
‘ my office in Hyde Block.

|

J. R. AGAR, Real Estate & Auctioneer,

‘ Balgonie, Sask.

'STEEL TANKS FOR ALL PURPOSES.

Corrugated
and Plain.

Galvanized
Steel Tanks.

Portable
Grain Tanks.

RED RIVER METAL CO.

51 & 53 Aikins St. Winnipeg

VIRDEN NURSERIES

|
|
|

“200 000 Trees and cuttings, small fruits,
’ shrubs, creepers, spruce, apples and

crabs. 1 have by far the largest stock in the
| west, of these hardy, fast growing, Russian pop-
| lar and willows. I send everything by express,
| prepaid, so as to arrive in good order. Trees
| may be returned at my expense if not satisfac-
| tory. Send for price list and printed directions.

| John Caldwell, Virden Nurseries, Virden, Man
TOWN OF NANTON

Southern Alberta on the Line of C. P. R.

Daily service. Fifty seven niiles south of
| Calgary If you want to buy Beautiful Town
Site Lots, Choice Farming Lands, and get in
on the ground floor in the very best section,
write to us promptly, as the opportunities to get
«ome of these choice lands are daily growing less
It will pay you to come and select for yourself.
We will give you a square and honest dcal, and
place you on the road to success

McPHAIL & McINTYRE.

SMYTH, HARDY & CO., of Calgary,

FARM AND RANCH PURPOSES.

f(

Addrcss, Box 3.
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Plants, Etc., Etc.

- C. W. Blackstock & Go.
airbanks Standard ey

Catalogue
Lands in the Goose am(ii.E_agle L“kﬁ Free M- J- “enry’
Country, Homesteads adjoining, wi 2
‘ ca es sé;i”thié in blocks of sooo acres and so1o Westminster Road, Vancouver, B. ¢,

upwards or in quarter sections.

Four sections in Tp. 23, Rg. 26 66 LR
Wand, East of Aylesbury, a snap. .
r T

Paclflo Coast Seeds, Trees,
|

Section 13—28—1—W3rd, $1r1 per
acre, easy terms.

Half section, six miles south-west
of Regina, $17 per acre.

- South-east 36—16—18—Wand, 110
acres in crop, a good house and
stable sell with crop, $3,000. This is
a snap.

| For a good buy in Regina city
property, consider blocks 385, 386
and 387 at $11,000, easy terms.

30 sections in block, in Battleford
district.

20,000 acres first-class Alberta land,
six miles from railroad.

Imperial Bank of Canada

In 8 sizes, churning from § to 30 gallons

‘ HEAD OFFICE: TORONTO Improved Steel Patent Foot and !
{ Capital (Paid-up) - - - - - - $3,900,000 Frame Lever Drive
[ Reserve Fund - = « = - - - $3,880,000

. Patent Steel Roller
D. R. WiLkig, President and Gen'l Manager. Bearings

Rost. Jarreay, Vice-President. Easy to operate. Bolts throughout

( L,A(}tEgTE{ %Rg%’l‘ %mTﬂE%londsLoBgnk. in place of wood screws. Superior in
. ~ ce, » . 3 111

The Scale illustrated can be used for any ser- e el O, Lo e ondon | workmanship and finish. No other

berta, British Columbia, Quebec, and Ontario. |JUSt as good. Accept no sub-

vice and is a favorite one to the man in the

stitute. If not sold by your dealer {
WINNIPEG BRANCHES | write direct to us. 1
P North End—Corner Main FStli)ecf] and iflkirk‘
. avenue. . P. JArvis, Mgr. <
- Main Office—Cor. Main street and Bannatyne DAVID MAxWEI_I_ & SONS 1
] avenue. N. G. LEsLIE, Jgr
: Th . . St. Mary’s, Ont.
| e Ganadian Fairbanks Go. * i
i Limited 1
i «
<
Montreal  Toronto Winnipeg  Vancouver I he ‘
ol | Winnipe
| 416 Grain Exch g /
1 DONALD MORRISON & CO. *'® Sin Exchange .. i
GRAIN COMMISSION Reference: Bank of Toronto [ thlllted {
Consign your grain to us to be sold at best possible prices on arrival or afterwards ‘
as you may eleet. Liberal adv. n bills of lading. v ; 1 i .
AR bought and sald. Twenty yoars axperierie i Brais coimine oL, iurtis,  Futures To St. Paul and Minneapolis.] s
» ,g‘ I LICENSED AND BONDED. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED The directness of the route—the fast time—the excellence E
Bl of the train. combine to make the journey a,pleasant and
1 delightful one. 1
% . DUNN HO"OW concrete Block Comfortable Day Coaches—palace sleeping Jcars,]dining €
oh s are in use from coast t t, and . cars, compartment library observatio \ cars. " T
i | Machlnes t})‘?e‘gi»vingkthe best satisfaction. Concrete Leaves C.N.R. Depot d>;ily 5.20 p.T L Wew S
£ the  hond Connection is made with all line: east and :south {from t
v somest, most durable and cheapest St. Paul
gLt building material. They are simply ——— Sl ‘
£ and quickly made on the DUNN e d
L MACHINE ; and the cost of outfit is g 5
\‘ v moderate. ' S S. ““ Dakota’ sails from Seattle for the Orient June 7. \j N
| wull Directions Furnished. s - S.S. “Minnesota’’ sails from Seattle for the Orient july 25. <
il 2} rite for Catalogue to DEPT. N. — 5.5. “Dakota’ sails from Seattle for the Orient September 2. t
4 The, JAS. STEWART MFG. CO., Limited, WOODSTOCK, ONT. | R. J. SMITH, D.F. & P.A. :
Western Lands ¥ o NG ;
For information regarding western homes, call or write to | ‘ t
Balfour Broadfoot Land Co., Box 293, Hamilton St., Regina, Sask.
. T b
t
® fi
u
¢ aSKatcnewan :
9 h
’ ti
C
Hundreds of cars settlers effect bei 1
effects now being unloaded at Strassburg the
————————————centre of this famous district ﬁ
~ : . . I . . . . . I]
'I!]e lands in this district have been endorsed over their own signatures by such authorities as Prof. Thos. Shaw, Editor
of Q”“]K'“ Judd Farmer ;. Prof. Macoum, F.L.S., Dominion Field Naturalist and Botanist, and highest authority on land b
in Lz}nzld;l ; the Editor ot Ih}' chief American Agricultural Journal, and testimonials signed by 250 new residents of the u
district. What ' proof do vou want? Send for their opinions and free map and booklets of the district, beautifully fc
—— illustrated by photographs taizen on the spot. - N
W
” })‘
WM. PEARSON CO.,, LTD,, 308 Northern Branch Building, Winnipeg, Canada. | b
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EDITORIAL

Now that most of the wheat is up let us get

busy and worry about the harvest hands.
* % ok

Emerson’s philosophy of compensation applies

here: Horses are scarce, but judging by the
advertisements there are automobiles enough
for every member of the family.

* k%

The market for pure bred stock is strengthen-

ing; the ‘‘skids’’ are now being utilized for
“props.” Even that sale at Regina was better

than it would have been a year ago.
E N

The representatives of the Manitoba and
Saskatchewan Grain Growers’ Associations at
last got together and went about their deliber-
ations as though determined to make up for
lost time.

* ok %

That Alberta Farmers’ Association should be
a success; it wants all who are able, to withhold
their produce from the market when prices are
low. There is no doubt but that the public will
demonstrate its ‘approval of the idea every
chance it gets, that’s one of the first principles
of trade.

The Lumbermen’s Harvest.

The inconsistencies of the lumber dealers are
inexcusable. Not more than two years ago
the coast mill men were clamoring for protection
because the market was not large enough to
consume their product and some of the American
surplus. The reason for the higher prices of
Canadian sawn lumber was also .attributed to
this meagre market. The position of the coast
mills looked precarious by reason of the differ-
ence between the capacity of the mills and the
market demand. But a change has taken place
since the advent of this year of grace. Lumber
has gradually been increased in price to the
consumer, but the cause given is not that the
demand is so limited, but'rather because it is
so large. Strange that mills with such an
enormous capacity as those at the coast should
be affected by the increase or decrease in demand
of a few million feet. Or is it a juggling of eco-
nomic facts to influence our tariff commissioners?
We trust the commission will make a note of
the lumber trade during the past year.

After the Stock Show.

Prospects for Alberta stockmen were never
better. A good winter, freshening pastures and
the absence of the mange plague have been
followed by a spring sale that is the record marker
up to the present time. There is only one un-
failing motto that should be framed in gold and
hung in the farm house and ranchman’s home
throughout the land; that ouarity, QUALITY
couNnTs! “‘Crimson General’’, at less than two
years brings $365.00. Poorer stuff a year older
could be bought for less than one third of that
sum. \Wherein lies the difference? QUALITY
18 the only answer. Careful breeding, feeding
and management made the one animal worth
three times the other. It pays. )

Five Hereford bulls in the hands of one
breeder brought an average of S$St1g9g.00 each
under the auctioneer’s hammer. Was 1t pure
fortune? No, it was because theyv were the
stamp the buyer wanted and that 1S W h
was willing to pay the price.  The best that can
be had are the animals that make the pockets of
both seller and buver wax fat. A bright m-tm‘j
s ahead of the Alberta stockmen. Buld hioh

81674
I\

vour ideals: hold up your heads for better things;
hew to the line; good things are in store for you.

The Estimates in Alberta.

The agricultural estimates for the coming
year in the province of Alberta amount to
$315,050.00. To the casual observer this seems
a vast sum but when simmered down to actual
figures it looks like the proverbial thirty cents.
From the total sum we must deduct $250,000.00
which is simply advance payments to the cream-
ery patrons and every cent of which will be re-
turned. Then $10,000.00 is loaned in sums not
exceeding $1,500.00 to each creamery; this sum
is secured by a charge on butter and will all be
returnéd to the government. Protection of game
—a very necessary thing but really of no great
advantage to the ordinary farmer—cuts off
another $2,000.00. Then the Western Canada
Immigration Association gets $2,500.00, a grant
we do not criticise, but which really does very
little for the advancement of agriculture. When
we have deducted these sums there is left only
a trifle over $50,000.00, or to be exact $50.550.00
for the work of the Provincial Department of
Agriculture and to advance the interests of a
great agricultural province. When we realize
that this is about seventy five per cent. of what
the province of Ontario spends on its agricultural
college alone we have some idea of the progress
we are making, or rather of the progress this
province has yet to make before it is doing what
should be done to help the farmer in his work.
Here are a few items where greater generosity
would have been money well spent: For the
cattle, horse, sheep and swine breeders’ associa-
tions and for the establishment of fruit experi-
mental stations. The total sum granted to the
four associations and for the establishment of
the fruit stations is only $1,250.00. The work
cannot be done efficiently for that sum. By
special enactment the sugar beet industry is to
be supported in generous fashion. Surely the
other industries deserve as much. A dollar
saved is a dollar lost when that dollar would help
to build up the live stock industry of the province.
More money is needed for the agricultural work
and the government should see to it that work
so important is not slighted.

A Reign of Cheerfulness.

An American magazine proposes to usher in
a reign of cheerfulness. We hail its coming with
joyv. We have heard so often of the wrongs of
Wall Street, of the senility of the Senate, and the
oraft of the grafters that it is little wonder we
awake in the morning with jaundice in our eyes
and pocket-books in hand.

It is true we have had some fierce exposures,
but we need not on that account go round all
day with, sack cloth on our backs and ashes in
our pockets, the pessimism dripping from our
countenances and the green grass dying where
we tread. Laugh sometimes. Let your face
hold the reflected happiness of the joy of living
as the sky holds the rose tints after the sun has
gone. The-world hasn’t gone wrong in a day
Tt won'’t turn right side up in a week. The very
severity of the attacks that have been made upon
financial leaders has in a measure been broken by
its own force. The strength of an opponent is
sometimes reinforced by the epithets hurled
acainst him. The people weary of this old story
and in time will come a reaction, and consequently
inertia and stagnation.

Then why not cheer up. We can right these
wrones far better with a smile upon our faces.
There are homes to be built and in the West a
nation is in the making. Take Wordsworth's
(1'!! ‘1ce:

‘From the quiet home and first beginning
Out to the undiscovered ends
There’s nothing worth the wear of winning

But lauchter and good friends.

And remember as a nation we are not moral
bankrupts. There is enough of honest virtue in
the Canadian people to throttle every bubbling
wave of corruption no matter what its source or
apparent strength.

Advertising.

The past few years have witnessed a wonderful
development in the science of advertising. Only
a decade ago the idea of national publicity was
scarcely conceived; to-day every progressive
town has its Board of Trade, Publicity Commis-
sioner or some other organization making . a
special duty of bringing to the knowledge of the
outside world the good points of particular local-
ities.

In certain cities of the United States clubs have
been formed with the object of bringing the popu-
lation to a certain limit. By means of newspaper
advertising, by securing the location of manu-
facturing industries and by using every means
that is possible to accomplish the end, the goal
1s being readily reached.

Every progressive railway has a special depart-
ment devoted to the development of the district
through which it passes, and the government of
New Zealand has lately started an advertising
propaganda in order to draw to its shores some of
the drifting population of the United States. All
these things point in one direction: It pays to
advertise.

Our western provinces have to-day untold
opportunities that simply await the touch of the
magic hand of capital to wake the country to a
newer life. There is only one way to bring it
about. If your district possesses something
worth while sound the news abroad. There is
truth in the fact that your display of energy will
in itself bring results. If a man with money to
invest is looking for a location he will, if he knows
his business, choose a town that advertises, be-
cause he knows there is energy there and ability
back of the energy. Much depends on the start
in a new town. There is nothing that succeeds
like success and nothing draws success like pub-
licity. And what applies to the town, applies
just as well to the farmer. It is not alone the
actugl traceable results but the fact that you
have let the outside world know that you are in
the business that counts for your future success.

Advertising, then is the key note of progress,
the button that when touched starts the machi-
nery of the people’s thoughts running along the
richt direction and keeps the wheels of progress
in motion. Are you doing your share to advertise
your business, your district, your country? It
rests with you to put your shoulder to the wheel,
to touch the button, to help to roll the busi-
ness world along. Are you doing it? If not,
Wh_V not?

Some Fallacies.

Judging from the tone of several recent farm-
er’s meetings the great text for every speaker is:
Tax the absentee landowner. When a speaker
desires to emphasize a point, when he wants to
become eloquent he thunders from the top mast
of his oratory, ‘‘tax the absentee landowner.”” In
fact it is becoming such a standard that many
measures are suggested, simply as a text on which
to hang this slogan of the chronic kicker.

Yes, tax the landowner. This cry is in many
respects a sane one, but it is questionable if such
taxation should be levied for some 'of the pur-
poses proposed for it. Many want a special hail
insurance tax. Some want a tax to be devoted
‘to the destruction of gophers, while a few, a very
few, want taxation devoted to the purpose for
which it is intended. namely, schools, roads,
bridges, etc. There is always this sound objec-
tion to a general compulsory scheme of hail in-
surance. Large areas of the country are adapted
for ranching and many districts consider them-
selves comparatively immune from destructive

hail storms. The experiment of government
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hail insurance has been tried and very few have
cared to awail themselves of it. The people then
do not want it. The natural question is why
should it be continued? Why should it be made
compulsory?.

There are many schemes suggested that are
simply an evidence of a large heart turning to
softness of head. Not many days ago a gentle-
man suggested to the writer that all the good
grain in the country should be bought up by the
government and retained in the country for seed.
Another has an idea that the government in Al-
berta should go into the pork packing business
and start an outfit in every little burg that would
throw Swift’s, Armour’s and P. Burns & Co’s
completely in the shade. The trouble is that in
many ways are we already nearing the condition
of the ants in the old school books; through too
much attention we are forgetting to develop our
own ability to help ourselves. The farmers of
the country should realize that they can only
hope for success as they depend on their own
strength and individuality. The functions we
cease to exercise are the ones that decay. There
is grave danger from over pampering. With the
government rests the work of pointing the way,
of collecting information, and making such in-
vestigation as can best be made by collective
effort, but upon the farmers themselves, upon the
separate units, among the people rests the re-
sponsibility for success or failure.

Indiscreet Generosity.

It is gratifying to note ;jthat public men in
different stations are beginming to realize that
the area of free land in Canada is pretty well
circumscribed. Jas. J. Hill voiced the senti-
ments of most thinking men when he said, ‘“don’t
give away any more of your public domain.”
Mr. Hill may have had reference to railwav
grants but the Canadian public are willing to go
further and cease to desire any parade of Canada’s
free lands outside of the Anglo Saxon countries.
Scarcely have we become accustomed to the
slogan, “Homes for millions”’ than we are made
aware of the fact that at the rate at which the
Northwest is being settled all the free land will
be taken up in eight or ten years. .We have been
lavish of our soil and a large area yet remains to
be settled but there is no ignoring the fact that
our farming area has a limit and that we owe it
to posterity to husband our resources. Our
people are frequently heard to decrv the so-called
folly of our statesmen of twenty five years ago
and earlier for the extensive grants they made to
the C.P.R. and the large fur companies; but in
the light of that experience have we not been
committing as great error and doing as great
injustice to future generations by our indiscrim-
inate exploitation of the public domain.?

HORSE

Draft Horses: Origin and Characteristics.
THE SHIRE HORSE.

The Shire, the draft horse of England, doubt-
less originated in England in much the same wayv
as the Clydesdale did in Scotland, viz., by cross-
ing the native hcavy mares with stallions im-
ported from European countries, notably Nor-
mandy and Flanders. Considerable evidence
exists to show that large horses existed in Eng-
land before the Christian era. There are no
plates or drawings in existence to show the type,
and we can only surmise that thev were of con-
siderable size, because their descendants - were
large, and bore considerable resemblance to the
Shire of to-day. Tt must be remembered that
a horse of a certain period is naturally moulded
so as to be suitable for the requirements of the
times, and that in the carly history of England
the majornt immhabitants were warriors,
and this created a demand-for horses of sufficient
size and strength to carry an armored man.
weighing (with | armort probablyv gbout 406
pounds, much 1 condition
as existed in Scedland ab the <ame time
hence the horses t have tderal
size and weight-canr G
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Great Britain in those dayvs, and mentions the
the chariots full of warriors that were drawn at
a rapid pace over rough and uneven ground.
These horses, while doubtless not approaching
the modern Shire in quality, and probably not
in- size, were doubtless the foundation stock of
the high-class modern Shire. -

An extract from the work written by Sir
Thomas Blundeville over soo years ago, reads
thus: ‘“Some men have a breed of great horses,
meete for the war and to serve in the field ; others
tried ambling horses~of a meane stature for to
journey and travel by the way. Some, again,
have a race of swift runners to run for wagers or
to gallop the bucke; but plane country men have
a breed only for drafts of burden.”

This passage affords strong evidence that in
England at that time existed the different classes
or breeds much as they exist to-day. They
evidently had the race-horse, the carriage horse
and the draft horse.

From early cuts of the English cart horse or
Shire, we learn that there were some differences
in type, one of which was endowed with pe-
culiar appendages of hair, as a mustache on the
upper lip, a long lock of hair hanging from the
front of the knee, and one also projecting from
the back of the hock, and the back of each leg,
below knee and hock, was supplied with long
hair in great profusion, while in other strains
there was an absence of the mustache and locks
mentioned, and a general lessening of hair on
the posterior border of the cannons.  The latter
strain doubtless had an infusion of light blood of
some kind but whether this was derived from
foreign ancestry is not certain. While doubtless
there were very early importations of both sires
and dams from European countries into England,
to cross with the sires and dams of that country,
the first recorded importation took place from
Flanders in the year 1160, and this was followed
by many others. In the meantime, there were
doubtless importations from Scotland, and ex-
portations from England to that country. In
this way, we may say that there was a more or
less constant infusion of foreign blood, both
from European countries and [rom Scotland,
in the English horse during the years in which
the Shire horse was being improved. This in-
fusion continued until the introduction of the
Shire Horse Studbook in or about the year 1877,
since which, of course, no such infusion has been
tolerated. In the first volume of the studbook
2,381 stallions were registered. all of which were
born before 1887, and some as far back as 1770,
thus covering a period of 110 vears. It is hard
to appreciate the labor it must have entailed to
collect the names and breeding of all these horses.
As no public record had been kept, details were
obtained from breeders and records kept by
families. '

By careful selection of sires and dams, the
breed has been gradually but surely improved:
the general quality has been increased without
sacrificing size and substance to too great an
extent.  The obliquity of shoulder and pastern,
the quality of feathering and of feet and the
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improvement in action have been the principal
points which the intelligent breeder has aimed
at, and so great has been his success that no
better draft horse can be produced than the
high-class modern Shire. In the points men-
tioned, the Shires that have been imported into
Canada, with some exceptions, do not compare
favorably with the Clydesdales, but the numbers
have not been nearly so great, and the price of
the high-class Shire in England is so great that
the importer cannot purchase him with reasonable
probability of making the investment a financial
success.

The desirable characteristics of the
Shire are 1identical with those of the modern
Clydesdale. While many may take objections to
the ideas I have given when comparing the two
breeds, and may claim that the Clydesdale is the
better horse, none, I think, will deny that if any
difference exists it is merely in degree, not in
kind, and when I say that ‘““the desirable char-
acteristics are the same,”” I am correct; and, ag
those of the Clydesdale were given in detail in 3
recent issue, 1t 1S not necessary to repeat.

“WHip.”

maox 1(*m

Breeding Polo Ponies.

The exhibition of polo ponies at shows may
raise the question in some enquiring minds
whether there should be any money in seeking to
produce this type of horse in a commercial way.
Seward Carey, the well-known polo-pony judge,
of Buffalo, N. Y., interrogated on this point by
the FARMER’s ADvocATE, said he had given up
trying to breed them. The polo pony, like the
ideal farm horse, must be regarded as somewhat
of an accident of breeding. There is no known
breed, cross, grade or line of breeding that can be
depended upon to produce polo ponies in any
profitable number of instances. ‘I used to
undertake,” said Mr. Carey, ‘‘to superintend
matings, taking, perhaps, the first foal for my
trouble, but it did not pan out very satisfactorily.
Now, when I get a polo mare too old or otherwise
incapacitated for the game of ¢olo. I give or sell
her to someone who wants to try the experiment
of breeding ponies, and if she has a promising colt
I buy it from him at his own price.”

One great drawback to the enterprise is the
fact that the culls are of little value for other
purposes, and the number of suitable ponies
being so small, the business of breeding them is
not only very precarious, but unprofitable. If a
skilled breeder and expert judge cannot make it
pay, it requires no argument to persuade farmers
to stick to the breeding of drafters, in preference
to polo ponies.

At a recent Scottish sale of Hacknevs ten
animals, the get of Mathias the London champion,
averaged $1,580.00. The dam of Mathias 1is
Ophelia but it i1s not known whether her sire was
Denmark or Danegelt. At the same sale the
London champion mare Menella sold for $5,875.00
and the black gelding Gay Mathias for $3,250.00
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Judging Clydesdales.

Mr. Barrie, Balmedie, told the students attend-
ing the farmers’ class at thp Aberdeen and North
of Scotland College of Agriculture the other dav
how to judge Clydesdales. He pointed out to
them that the first thing in examining a horse was
to see him move—walking and trottinge—which
should be done in a straight line, because in doing
so one would see at once whether he was true in
his movements or faulty. In his movements a
horse should go straight in front and keep his
hocks well together. One should keep a very
sharp lookout for lameness or stringhalt. After
seeing the horse move he should be examined.
To begin with, a stallion should look like a male,
and a female should look like a female, and a male
like a male, because a male with feminine char-
acter, or a female with male character, were not
to be trusted as true breeders. Nowhere would
one discriminate better as to character than in
the head. A horse should have a nice head. a
lengthy neck, slightly arched, a sloping shoulder,
and a good forearm. In a male there should be
plenty of muscle, and in a female quality. There
should be a nice clean ankle joint, a nicely set
pastern, a good foot, and nice silky hair in the
back of tRe leg. * He should be thick round his
heart, and have good, barrelly ribs and back.
His hind quarters should be lengthy and wide,
with a nice hock joint, which was a very import-
ant consideration in a horse. A narrow hock
was very objectionable, because it was very often
apt to get soft and “boggy.” Sometimes they
might get a hock too much set, which might
suggest a possible curb. Some people thought
a horse could not be too wide in front, but that
was a great mistake. It was just as great a mis-
take for a horse to be too wide set in his fore legs
as to be wide in his hocks. It was all the greater
objection for a horse to be too wide in his shoulder
if he was a stallion, because he generally got
worse when he went to stud. There was one
thing he would like to impress upon the pony
men, and that was that it often happened that a
farmer seldom looked at a young colt’s foot until
it went to the smithy. That was a great mistake.
A farmer should start with the foal at four months
old and see that his heels were kept down, which
could easily be done with a rasp, because there
was a danger of a horse growing his inside quarter
of his foot both in front and behind rather than
his outside quarter. The result was that a great
deal of pressure was thrown on his outside quar-
ter, with the possible chance of his throwing a
side-bone. Then, by keeping down the inside
of his hoof, it had the effect of keeping his hocks
together. because at an early age the bones were
soft, and the farmer could thus do a great deal
in moulding the character of the horse. This
was a very important point. because it was essen-
tial that a cart horse should have proper legs
and feet.—Scoitisii Farmer.

Terms of Service Fees.

A reader says: “My mare lost her foal by abor-
tion, the stallion fee is fifteenldollars, $1.50 down,
balance when mare proved with foal. So far I
have not paid balance and would like to know if
I must pay it now.”

This question brings up a problem that con-
fronts most stallion owners every year and fre-
quently 1s the cause of considerable bickering.
In most cases where a mare aborts, the stallion
owner hesitates to enforce the terms of the con-
tract as printed upon his season bills for the rea-
son that the owner of the mare has no tangible
evidence to show for the monev he would spend
In service fees, and in many other cases terms are
not printed upon season bills and there is no de-
finite understanding what the service fee is to be
or when it is to be paid.

[n the stallion business, as in all others, the
man who prints the terms by which he is pre-
]v;uv‘v.-v! to stand his horse for service and then
strictly enforces them, always has the best success
and the largest patronage, provided his horse is
not at fault.

Different kinds of contracts or agreements
mav be entered into in breeding a mare. The
most commonly used terms are these; to insure
a toal dollars, season mares—dollars pavable
at erdd of season; single leap—dollars payable
a time ot .\'(‘I'\'ik'(‘.

Maturally when a mare is bred the stallion
owner should know which of these avreements
‘ ner ot the mare wishes to be bound by and
St enquire before service, then should en-
i the terms as far as in his power. If the
fir ramed contract is accepted, the mare owner
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is entitled to return her the full season until she
gives evidence of beine “set’”. The stallion
owner has nothing more to do with this mare then
until she proves to be in foal. If he has
been so generous as to guarantee a foal to walk
and trot he must wait till the foal does so, or if
his terms read a foal nine davs old he must wait
until that time when he is entitled to the full
amount stated in his agreement whether or not
the foal dies at ten days of age. When the con-
tract calls for a live foal the fee is larger than for
an insured mare, generally five dollars more but in
a case of this kind the stallion owner assumes
much of the risk that naturally should be borne
by the owner of the mare. -

Strictly speaking the stallion owner discharges
his full duty when he breeds the mare. An in-
sured mare may be returned until with foal and
about January r1st if the stallion owner or his
agent decide she is in foal he can demand pay-
ment. Later if she proves not in foal the owner
of the mare may claim a rebate or another year’s
service. An insured mare is seldom charged for
unless in foal although the stallion owner might
be justified in demanding pay. This is the most
popular kind of arrangement because the stallion
owner haslittle risk if the horse is sure and the
mare owner is satisfied having his mare in
foal. The understanding should be plain
though, as to whether or not the mare must be in
foal before payment for actually the stallion
owner discharges his responsibility by breeding
the mare for the season.

As every one knows the terms of arrangement
are frequently violated if the mare loses her foal,
the stallion owners often offering the service of
his horse at a reduced price or free, although he
1s under no obligation to do so.

The third class of agreement needs no ex-
planation but the stallion owner should be paid
at time of service. In every case the under-
standing should be definite and later no matter
what unforseen condition might arise the terms
of the agreement should be adhered to.

In the case of our enquirer we cannot tell
whether or not he is liable without knowing
what terms he bred his mare upon.

A Spring Medicine for Horses.

Many requests are made for a spring medicine
for horses, to aid them in shedding the winter
coat of hair and to tone up the system generally,
a result shown by more life in the animal and
more natural condition of the excretions, urine
and feces. Prof. Alexander gives the following
formula as useful: Mix together equal parts of
powdered gentian root, ginger root, wood char-
coal, flowers of sulphur and saltpeter. Give a
tablespoonful twice daily in the food.

There 1s quite a pronounced movement of
opinion among a large number of English Hack-
ney breeders that the breed should not sacrifice
1ts characteristics of a riding horse to the craze
of the harness market. This is in line with the
contention of Mr. S. B. Carnley who has recently
contributed to these columns.

* ok ok

Slaughter, one of ]J. M. Seagram’s entries, won
the King’s Plate at Toronto on the 19th. Mr.
Dyment’s Courtmartial,the favorite, ran second,
three lengths .behind, and Mr. Seagram'’s
Harnuka third, but not a dangerous competitor.
Wicklight, of the Kirkfield stables had little
chance. The time was 2.11%.

— STOCK

Selecting a Sire.

The sire 1s more than half the herd, or stud,
or flock, in breeding, since he imparts his excell-
ences or his defects to the produce of, all the fe-
males with which he is mated, while/éach female
leaves the impress of her individuality only on
her own progeny. It is, therefore, of paramount
importance that special care and discrimination
be used 1n the selection of a sire in breeding any
class of stock, in order to a probability that satis-
factory results may be secured. It should hardly
be necessary in this day to insist that the nearest
possible approach to uniformity of desirable
qualities in the progeny the sire used should be
pure-bred. He should also be individually of the
most approved type in conformation and charac-
ter of the breed to which he belongs, and should
be selected for quality, rather than for excessive
size. The novice in breeding is liable to fall into
the error of looking for and regarding large size
and great weight as a first requisite, and as of
greater importance than quality of flesh and bone
and hair. Experience and observation have
taught that rarely is an extremely large or over-
grown male animal a successful sire of progeny
of uniform type and desirable quality. The
overgrown horse or other animal is an anomaly,
and 1s never a favorite with competent judges.
Great size does not necessarily mean great
strength or endurance in man or beast. Nature
despises extremes as she does right angles. The
king of the forest wild, for strength and prowess,
1s not the elephant or a behemoth, but a beast
of medium size, with marked masculine charac-
teriswtcs, and with strength, courage and endur-
ance. bound up in moderate superfices. The
happy medium in breeding exemplifies the law
of ““the survival of the fittest,”’ not only in person-
ality, but also in progeny.

In the history of the origin and improvement of
the greatest Shorthorn breed of cattle, as recently
reviewed in these columns, it will be remembered
that the sires which played the most prominent
part in that evolution were the medium sized but
superior-quality animals, Hubback, Favorite and
Comet in the early years, and Champion of Eng-
land and his heirs in the Cruickshank contingent
in their work of remodelling the breed in later
times. Consider ithe history of Clydesdale breed-
ing, and note that the most prepotent and poten-
tial sires in the record, Prince of Wales, Darnley,
Macgregor and Baron's Pride, not one could be
called a large horse, and some were under the
average in size. Compactness, vigor of constitu-
tion. masculine character,soundness and cleanness
of limbs, with sufficient quantity of best quality of
bone, obliquity of shoulders and pasterns, and
good feet, with médium size, are the requisites
in a stud sire in the equine race, modified to suit
the breed or class to which he belongs, while in
times and its purposes must be studied, and sel-
ections made in accordance therewith. While
other classes of stock the approved type for the
no absolute rule can be fixed that will apply in all
cases and under all circumstances, the breeder
learns by observation and experience what is best
for his purposes, and it is safe to advise the avoid-
ance of extremes in crossing and in the selection
of a sire, now that our types are so well fixed and
generally approved.

CarsTAIRS, A GROWING ALBERTA
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ASKATCHEWAN LIVE
STOCK SALE & SHOW
J

The initial gathering of live stock and breeders
of pure bred stock under the auspices of the Sask-
atchewan Stock Breeders’ Association was held in
Regina, May 16, 17 and 18. The time of holding
these gatherings seemed, judging by the attend-
ance due to seeding being yet unfinished, as hard-
ly as well suited to the work as the dates should
be; the executive have the matter under consider-
ation, however, and will endeavor to arrange the
future work so as to get the 'argest crowd possible
and ensure the greatest amount of educational
work being done. The concensus of opinion
seems to be that the annual meetings of the live
stock associations, the fat stock and stallion show
and seed grain fair should be held the latter end
of March and that the cattle sale should be held
a week or ten days later in May, an idea with
which we are entirely in accord as being sensible
and likely to result in the greatest good to the
greatest number.

The prospects for the Saskatchewan associ-
ations are of the brightest, the local government
there seems seized of the importance of these
organizations, which is only to be expected from
a department having a practical man at its head,
and the grants to those associations are reason-
able, $2,000, of which $800 is for the Horse Breed-
ers, $1,200 among the Cattle, Sheep an1 Swine
men; it will thus be seen that the live stock men of
the new sister province get more encouragement
than do the Manitoba stock men. This spirit of
appreciation of the value of good live stock to the
country is not confined to the Saskatchewan de-
partment of agriculture, but is shared by the
city of Regina, whose mayor at the splendid,
no-liquor banquet to the stock men, stated that
the city intended building a $20,000 auditorium
ruitable for stock men’s meetings and fat stock
shows and other gatherings; we doubt if another
city in Canada is so mindful of the stockmen.
Regina will be the stock men’s Mecca if the treat-
ment meted to them now, is continued; the city
of the ‘pile of bones’, needs, however, more and
better hotel accommodation to make it a really
acceptable convention town, this lack will no
doubt be remedied in the near future.

The proceedings opened on Wednesday, May
16th, in the spacious agricultural grounds, distant
a mile or so from the center of the town, with the
judging of fat cattle by Messrs. Duncan Anderson
and A. P. Ketchen and of sheep and swine by Dr.
A. G. Hopkins. The list of winners in the breed-
ing classes of cattle and in swine being published
on page 794 May 23.

The prizes for the fat stock classes resulted as
follows:

SHORTHORNS.

Class 1, Section 1—Steer or heifer three years
old and under four, first, A. & G. Mutch, Sittyton
Flower 54023; second, Geo. Kinnon’s Jenny Lind
56466.

Steer or heifer two years and under three-First,
Geo. Kinnon’s smooth Golden Jewel 65067;
second. Geo. Kinnon'’s; third, R. W. Caswell’s
Princess of Saskatoon 60254.

Steer or heifer one year and under two—PFirst,
Mutch’s heavy fleshed, albeit a little patchy,

Brawith Bud 2nd; second the smaller but well
covered Bessie Belle and third the leggier
Crimson Flower both owned by Kinnon; highly
commended, R. W. Caswell.

Cows—First, Kinnon’s Endymion 31002; sec-
ond, R. W. Caswell’s Brilliantine 55866; third,
Mutch’s Necklace 28th 57144 ; highly commended,
Caswell’s Calpurnia 39875 ; commended, Kinnon's
roan Nonpareil 57th 31214.

HEREFORDS.

Section 1—Sinton on Bashful Queen 187065.

Section 2—Steer or heifer, two years and under
three, Sinton.

Section 4, Cows—First and second, Sinton, for
Lady Fisk and Miss Prince.

Class 3, Section 3—Galloways and Polled
Angus—Steer or heifer, one year or under two.
Third prize, R. B. Aldous, Lorlie, for Lorland’s
Duke.

Class 3, Section 4—Galloway or Polled Angus
cows—First Aldous.

GRADE STEERS.

Three years and under four, first, J. G. Donald-
son; second, Thomas Elliott Regina, the first
being an outstanding winner; third, Donaldson,
Broadview.

Two years and under three, first, J. D. and R.
J. Traynor, outstanding one and later champion,
probably a little on the small side for an export
animal; second, to W. M. Child, Regina for a
smooth roan; third, Mutch; highly commended,
Child.

One year old and under three Mutch.

HEIFERS.

Two years and under three, Mutch.
Class 5—Cows four years and over. first and
second, Mutch; third. J. C. Pope.

GRAND CHAMPIONSHIPS.

Best beef animal, any age, pure bred or grade—
Traynor.

Best beef heifer, any breed or grade under four
years—Kinnon.

Best pair of two year old steers—Mutch.

Best two year old heifer (grade)—Mutch.

Best two year old grade steer—Traynor.

Two best export steers—Donaldson.

Best export steer—Traynor.

THE SALE.

The second day was reserved for the sale which
opened in one of the trio of fine new barns in
course of erection on the grounds, and which will
ensure accommodation for a good lot of stock at
the summer show. Auctioneer Paisley,Lacombe,
was as usual efficient and zealous in the cause
of the brecders, but the wheat farmers do not
seem to hanker for Whitefaces as do the ranchers,
and although these cattle were in good fit and
the right sort, demand was slow. The reds,
whites and roans were more in demand due pro-
bably to the opinion held by the general farmer
that the Shorthorn is more or less an animal of
dual purpose tendencies and therefore the general
farmer’s. '

The averages are as follows:

ADVOCATE.

Founbpep 1866

Shorthorn Bulls 32 $2673.00 $83.53
. Cows I5 967 .00 61 1;
Hereford Bulls 9 815.00 00. ;‘;
Pt Cows 11 619.00 ;().3‘7
Galloway Bulls I 50.00 50.00

Total 68 5124.00
Grand average 75¢35

The taking of several bulls by the Indian de-
partment undoubtedly aided the sale.

The average does not look to be very high, but
the inferior quality of some of the stuff offereq
undoubtedly lowered the price average: several
animals went well up into three figures. one being
sold at well over $200. At one of the meetings
some of the stockmen expressed themselves dis-
appointed in the quality of some stuff put up,
but it was explained that while an inspector of
stock was suggested, the improvement would be
sure to come with less friction, by means of the
operation of price and demand in the sale ring.
The last day was taken up largely with the horse
judging, the carcass competitions being decided
also; the proceedings tended to drag towards the
finish, three days is too long a period at such a
busy time of year,the hotel men being the main
ones benefitted. =~ The carcass competitions
Traynor’s sweepstakes steer on foot was first,
dressing out 62 per cent, Elliott second with a steer
dressing 59 per cent; in swine, Potter’s second
prize hog on foot was first in the competition,
dressing 75 per cent, J. C. Pope second with 61
per cent and Potter third. The mutton carcasses
Skinner’s Shropshire lamb, the winner of sweep-
stakes on foot was first with a gross weight of
150 Ibs. and net go, his shearling Shropshire ewe
being second, gross 140, net 85 Ilbs., McQueen
being third with an Oxford grade carcass, gross
150 lbs., net 81 lbs.

THE HORSE SHOW.

The main feature of the equine exhibit was the
array of high class Clydesdales and the coming
together of those giants in Western Canada'’s
draft horse circles, of Baron’s Gem 3830 and
Perpetual Motion the Highland winner (1905)
and Manitoba champion (19o6) were lined up
with four others before judges Ness and Standish.
The decision placing the older horse first was not
arrived at hastily, the competition for first being
close, Baron’s Gem is splendid at the ground, and
is rather more heavily muscled through the stifles
and along the back than his unsuccessful rival,
Perpetual Motion, who, however, moves very
well. Neil Martin’s brown horse, Prime Minister
2772 was third, Elliott’s Black Guide a good
topped horse but coarse below being fourth; 2 big
horse with a great top was seen in General
Charmer but he was laboring under a few dis-
abilities that the judges could not overlook.
Christner and Fisher had a strong useful horse
in a son of Prince Thomas, Scotland’s Prince by
name. In stallions foaled in 1903 or o4. Simpson
of Moose Jaw was alone with Fair Everard, a son
of Gay Everard. Some good colt and filly foals
were shown:

In the classes for aged brood mares, two noted
matrons were exhibited in Montrave Geisha
4442 and Charming Lassie 2712, being placed in
the order named. In the class for mares of 1903
and 1904 Rosadora again gained pride of place,
although her stable mate Lady Rotha is ‘some
punkins,’ the Mutch entry, a year younger than
the other two, was third, Taber being fourth.

CATTLE ON " PAT", BUrRNs RAN
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The balance of the winners will be found in the
Gossip column.
Taken altogether the show was a success. the

association is thriving, it reports a membership |

of over 300 and has a satisfactory balance.

Dairy Shorthorns Popular.

A movement which is calculated to do more for the
ordinary average farmer than for the recognized
breeders of Shorthorns is on foot in Bngland. It is
to develop and perpetuate the milking strains of
Shorthorns. The situation is aptly discussed by a
writer in Farmer and S.ockbreeder, as b low:

Ever since the period when Thomas Booth the elder,
according to Carr, pointed to theiwell-covered pin-
bones of one of his breeding cows and asked a by-
stander if ‘‘that was not worth more than a few pints
of milk,” the dairy properties of Shorthorns have been
.neglected in search after what has been deemed the
more valuable characteristics of flesh affluence, rare
style, and grand conformation. The theory that
deep milking can be combined with the seperfections
has not received general belief, although the Rev.
Henry Berry gave every assurance of the possibility.
The bulls of Richard Booth created a peaceful revolu-
tion in Ireland, and Irish cattle breeders in consequ-
ence have ever since been able to supply Scotch and
English graziers with the greater part of their raw
material. The supposition must by no means be
entertained, however, that in the old days when
Shorthorn breeders were divided into two hostile
camps the Booth men alone neglected dairy property.
Thomas Bates himself, with his contemporary Whita-
ker, appreciated and cultivated dairy properties, but
their successors neglected it just as much as other
breeders for fashion and the showyard. Nature
would not be mocked with impunity, however. The
families which relied on nurse cows for the rearage
of their young soon dwindled to virtual extinction.
Wisely has it been ordained that lacteal secretion and
breeding prolificacy shall develop together.

There are

GREATER INDUCEMENTS NOW

to breed for form, perfection, and flesh affluence solely
than there were from the fifties to the eighties of the
last century, when this folly became so noteworthy.
The remarkably high prices paid for young bulls of
grand confornration for export to Argentina affords
the strongest temptation to sacrifice anything and
everything to get the showyard character which en-
sures the three figures. Scotch Shorthorns are now
all the rage, because their young bulls exhibit such
marvellous early maturity, with heavy, rich flesh and
grand showyard character. Their constitutional
robustness also naturally carries great weight in the
eyes of foreigners, the agents of whom never inquire
whether they come of deep-milking stocks or not.
Under these circumstances apprehensions are enter-
tained that the same error will be repeated which un-
doubtedly led to the Bates and Booth tribes declining
in popularity. Mr. Richard Stratton and his followers
who have always advocated breeding the true general
purpose Shorthorn, deem the danger sufficiently great
to form a society, the special function of which will be
to promote dairy property in Shorthorn herds. This
is by no means a rival institution to the original Coates
Shorthorn Society, but a kind of imperium in imperio
within its limits to promote the breeding of pedigree
dairy Shorthorns, the modus operandi being chiefly
that of offering prizes at shows for them.

If there are extraordinary influences prevailing cal-
culated to favor the more general breeding of Cruick-
shank Shorthorns, the section devoted to the susten-
ance of dairy property is not wholly devoid of them.
There has been in recent years quite a strong tlcn_lund
from ordinary non-pedigree dairy herds for pedigree
bulls, and an indispensable qualification for them in
such cases is that of being from deep-milking dams.
Very probably also the buyer would have to be satis-
fied that the sire of the bull about to be bought be-
longed to a family reputed for milking property.
Hence the owners of herds possessed of dairy charac-
ter are not disqualified for bull-breeding, although, it
is true, the prices ordinary dairy farmers can afford
to give are not high. _

Owing to the latter demand several tenant-farmer
breeders have taken advantage of the condition in
Coates Shgrthorn Herd Book permitting the registry
of anyv animal which owns four successive crosses of
pure blood to raise fresh families of deeper milking
character than anv of the older long lineage ones.
The father of Mr. Richard Stratton commenced doing
this a ¢reat many vears ago. Mr. G. F. King bred
ordinary dairy cows, and more recently Mr. R. W.
Hobbs, of Kelmscott, has registered several short-
I’L"l:,lr'-‘ families thus bred With such new ]»1<Ml1
] ences actively working there can be no danger of
being entirely pedigréed away from Hl_lurlhurll
herds, or even to an extent affecting the vital interests
of the breed universally. The dancer is alone con-
fincd to herds and strains bred solely for the export
I ct, and conspicuous for females elephantine and

nall udders and de-

tive 1 appearance, with

fe ve milk veins. Some of the most fashionable
C hank families are as vet by no mean ]‘1
me milking property at least; and very much I

1 » be hoped that ‘iI, will not be ]\wh.ﬁl't" d away to
thie like the decree of sacrifice pcrmin“ 1mn ‘}""

irt of the last century. Some of Mr !

ton's utterances, however, warrant the np-
] f the bovine

it this invaluable attribute of

nature is not appreciated so much as it ought to be by
breeders who seek only to distinguish themselves in
showyards or to breed animals attractive to export
agents. In fact, if no serious danger existed of the
breed sustaining vital injury by the trend of things,
where would be the necessity to incur the mangitudi-
nous labor and cost of creating an entirely new nation-
al society to stem the torrent of degeneration?

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL DAIRYING.

There is another view to take of existing develop-
ments and future prospects, however. The foreign
and colonial demand as yet has been almost entirely
for bulls of grand outlines; constitutional vigor, and
heavy flesh, and when females have been sought for
they have been selected from the herds which have
showyards. The great need of the Argentine as vet
has been to regenerate its own teeming native herds,
that beef may be returned in big ocean cargoes to the
country from which the pure-blooded bulls have been
taken. But ere long the Argentine estanciero will
apply his energies to the sending of big consignments
of dairy goods no less than meat to British markets,
and then his agents in this country will be likely, if
not to inquire for bulls bred in pedigree dairy Short-
horn herds, to be a little more particular than they
are now as to the young bulls they buy being from
cows that yielded enough milk to nurse them.

According to Mr. Herbert Gibson, the vice-presi-
dent of the Argentine Rural Society, when, about
five years since, the British ports had to be closed
against live stock from the Argentine, it was a blessing
in disguise to that Republic, leading not only to the
development of its now gigantic dead meat-trade,
but to the establishment of dairy herds and butter
factories in the Buenos Ayres division of the country.
“The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, and its
effect on the live stock trade,’”’ he states, “‘was incen-
tive to the estanciero to study the profitableness of
the dairy business. Central butter factories, receiv-
ing cream either by direct purchase or on the co-
operative system, were established in many districts.
In 1898 the production of butter barely exceeded the
local consumption. In 19o2 over 4,000 tons were ex-
ported, almost entirely to the United Kingdom. In
1903 Argentine butter obtained a price second only
to that of Denmark and Sweden.” By the Board of
Trade returns it appears that the imports of butter
from Argentina increased from 22,787 cwt. in 1g9or1 to
82,568 cwt. in 1904.

Extremely difficult is it to form any adequate con-
ception of the vast resources of Argentina and the
capabilities of its vast fertile jprovinces to feed Europe
as cultivation of wastes and improvement of flocks
and herds gain progressive developmnt. The demand
for the, very best bulls and rams Great Britain can
supply’ is more likely to increase than diminish
for generations to come. But most likely it will
prove more cosmopolitan in future, than ever it has
been yet. In other words, pedigree dairy Shorthorns
may be included.

A Tip to Cattle Ranchers.

In swimming cattle, one of the first things to guard
against is having the sun shine in their eyes, as they
will not swim againts the glare; in other words, they
will not swim where they cannot see. It is also of
the first importance to keep them away from. the
water they are to cross until they are very thirsty,
otherwise it is impossible to force them beyond the
edge of the bank. When really thirsty, they rush in
deep, and the others following behind, force them
out of their depth. Another important thing is to
find for the crossing a place where the bank shelves
gradually on either side of the river, that the herd
may enter and clamber out easily. Cattle, when
they find themselves swimming, always try to turn
back, and to guard against this men in boats are
ready, armed with tin pans, with which they make
a deafening din and frighten the cattle into heading
or the opposite bank.—Live Stock Wor.d.

The Problem of Pork Production.
EpiTorR FARMER’'S ADVOCATE:

The agitation for the establishment of pork
packing plants in the West and especially in
Alberta seems to be gaining strength as the days
oo by. Tt is well that it should be so. It shows
that the farmers are alive to a forward move in
the methods of distribution of the products of the
farm. The principle of co-operation is iminently
sound, but 1s it well to remember that in such
worle as pork packing economy and efficiency of
management are the prime essentials of success,
and if packing houses are established in many
towns there will be the hampering restrictions of
small product and therefore greater expense in
handling. To be successful co-operation should
be on a fairly generous scale

There is also this feature to be kept in mind
[t is quite probable that in its inception \m,}'f, a

plant would have difficulties to overcome ['he
farmers have not always shown a willingness to
staund closely together on this or on any other
question. A few vears ago several packing

houses, owned and operated by the farmers, were
started in the Province of Ontario. Where are
they to-day? All in the hands of packers. And
whv may I ask? Simply because the farmers
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were uniied In  name only, because they
started with insufficient capital and failed
to stand by their own factory when such action
meant the loss of a few dollars. [ do not wish to
be understood as opposing this effort but I only
want to point out the troubles that have always
existed in such organizations. Unless the farmers
are in earnest they had better hang their harps
on the willows, and cease to offer objections to
the existing evils, great as such evils mayv be.
There is.no doubt that prices are low when the
farmer has anything to sell, and high when he is
out of the market; but how can you expect other-
wise? The German maxim, ‘““Run when every-
body else stands, and stand when everybody else
runs’’ is particularly applicable to hog raising.
It is such a simple matter to become a large hog
producer that the tendency is to rush into the
business whenever the price barometer shows
indications of a rise. The natural result follows;
over production and prices tumbling to the
bottom. If the packers could rely on a steady
production, if they could be certain of a reason-
able supply the year round, they would be in a
better position to pay the prices they should pay
to make the business profitable alike to farmer
and to packer. The farmer can rely on the fact
that the packer is not in the business for the
glory or the squeal. It is a cold-blooded, dyed-
in the wool, bred-in-the-bone, dollar-for-dollar
deal for him and he is going to make all he can
out of it. At the same time he naturally desires
to pay a fair price and thus tend to increase pro-
duction and improve his own hmsiness. Such
a desire 1s seriously interfered with when the
farmers of the country are either overloaded with
hogs or else hog free the greater part of the time.
There is also a possibility, nay more, it is
already in evidence, that the farmer has talked
markets and co-operation but has failed to look
after the quality of his product, and in endeavor-
ing to get the highest price has ignored, in a good
many cases the fact that lowering the cost of
production is also a factor towards increasing
the profits There is no doubt whatever that we
have in Alberta far too many of the short, thick,
fat type of hog—the kind that is really not worth
the top price on the market. There is room in
this country for a good breeder of pure bred hogs,
one who could help to establish the true bacon
type and fill the country with a better class of
rooters.  There is also a strong tendency to ignore
all efforts to lower the cost of production. There
are few farms where summer pasturage is pro-
vided other than the time honored, cattle trodden
lot near the back yard. The growing of a small

patch of rape or clover and the use of roots for"

winter feeding would work wonders in increasing
the profits. There is around the best of farms a
certain amount of grain that can best be utilized
for hog feeding and if the dairy by-products
are made to form a part of the ration his porcine
majesty can be made to pay, and pay royally,
even when the prices do not appear to be in favor
of the producer.

All this is & matter of study. The pig is worth
a deal of thought and attention from his earliest
days until he reaches his final resting place on the
consumer’s table, and il I have managed to con-
vey to the many readers of vour paper the
one idea, that all the problems of money making
in the business, do not lie in the marketing alone I
shall ke more than satisfied

L. E. Carp.

The ““Athenia” of the Donaldson line recently
sai'ed for Canada with twenty one Clydesdales
and about seventy head of Avrshires. About the
same time five vessels left Montreal with 3,002
cattle and goo sheep bound for British ports.

* ok %k

Big averages were made at the recent sale of
Shorthorns at Ruddington Hall. Thirty seven
bulls averaged $756.00 the highest figure being
S5.500.00, forty four cows and three-year-old
heifers averaved $S682.00: seventeen two-year-old
hetfers averaged S$83r1.00 and sixteen yearlings
made an average of 8442.

In recognition of the work done by newspapes

women in Canada, the Western Canada Immigration
Association has offered the Cu [iin Woman's Pres:
Club a trip over the C. PP R. to Banff and other
western point The triy i1l be taken at the close
of the Press Club’s annusd meeting which will be held
. y ! ! ] +1

in Winnipeg, June 8th and 9th
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How Earth Worms Help.

Darwin was perhaps the first to publish to the
world accurate investigations of the work done by
earth worms. Since Darwin’s time a great deal of
attention has been paid to the earth worm and he be-
comes of more and more interest to agriculturists.
Thus we have discovered that nitrogen is being sup-
plied to the earth in various ways and that the world
is really not in danger of exhausting its nitrogen. We
have already learned that potash exists in very great
quantities in the lower layers of the soil but the ques-
tion of the phosphorus has bBeen one that has been un-

solved from generation to generation. The amount

is limited and much of that is locked up in an insoluble

form. Scientists have been puzzling their heads to
find out in what manner much of this phosphorus be-
comes available for the use of plants. It is now being
discovered that the earth worm is a very great factor
in keeping up the supply of the available phosphorus.
Some Russian scientists have been giving a good deal
of attention to this matter and have obtained valuable
results. In one set of experiments carried out in
Russia alternate layers of different kinds of soils were
.placed in zinc boxes with one side glass. In these
soils earth worms were put and the soil was kept in
the proper state of moisture, so that the earth worms
worked as naturally as they would in the open ground.
The experiments lasted one year,and at the beginning
and end of that time analyses were made to determine
what thé effect had been. A similar series of boxes
were treated in the same manner except that earth
worms were not added. The results showed that in
the soils to which the earth worms were added, the
soluble phosphoric acid increased in all cases. This
is of great importance. It shows that the earth worm
in passing the earth through itself uses some kind of
an acid upon that earth which renders soluble the
phosphorus.  This is the greatest work probably that
the earth worm does but it does a secondary work in
carrying the humus from the surface of the soil deep
into the soil and also.in carrying down the lime. In
the experiment mentioned above it was found that
the lime which was at the beginning in the surface
soils was, at the end, more in the subsoils than in the
surface soils and that the increase of lime was gradual
from the top of the boxes to the bottom. It was also
further discovered that the nitrogen content was
more evenly distributed through the soil at the end
of the experiment than at the beginning. This was
of course due to the fact that the humus of the soil
had been carried downward by the earth worm. Thus,
without the help of the earth all of the humus that
has accumulated through the centuries by the decay-
ing of leaves and grass on the surface would never
have been mixed with the soils. When we consider
the long ages in which the earth worms have been
carrying on their work we see how great a part they
have had in preparing the earth for the use of man
Thus it is that apparently insignificant agencies be-
come the chief factor in the building up of a habitable
world.—Farmer's World.

‘“ Delegate ” to His Critics.
EpiTor FARMER'S ADVOCATE:

In your issue of the gth inst. I notice a couple of
replies to my letter concerning the inadvisability
“under present conditions’’ of demanding that
Winnipeg be made an ‘“‘order point’’ but fear
that I must admit that nothing contained in
either of those epistles has tended to make me
change my opinion that the reasons adduced by
Mr. Sanderson were sufficient to show that it
would be inexpedient to make that demand at
present.

Dealing first with that over the signature of
Randall, Gee & Mitchell the commission firm, it
shculd be. borne in mind that the presumed
writer of this letter (Mr.GGee) was present at the
Moose Jaw convention last February when Mr.
Sanderson submitted his report, and as he was
subsequently  permitted to address the con-
vention, he should have then objected to Mr.
Sanderson’s statements had thev been incorrect.

He states that the railwayv companies would
not stop farmers’ shipments when consigned to
Fort William at 1c. per 100 1hs, T did

not say

that theyv would, but I did sav that if the bill of
lading reached Winnipeg before the arrival of
the car and that car was sold sample, its

destination could be chanced to suit the

con
venience of the customers, and thi | think
Mr. Gee will hardly dispute. 1 holil 1) One
certificate that shows that this w hi
past season. On cars consigned to 1
Milling Co., Crown Elevator Co., n

Elevator Co. or Body & Noakes at W
cent per hundred pounds 1s charge
witching, ete

one
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As for the freicht rates being sufficiently high
to allow of the railway companies holding cars
twelve hours free. I hold no brief for these
companies but believe the rates to be about
4¢. or 5c. per hundred pounds lower for the same
length of haul than on the other side of the line,
and I think that competition will have to be
a good deal keener before we get any such con-
cession here.

Mr. Gee is under the impression that were there
numerous mills and mixing elevators in Winni-
peg  the car service would be in consequence
much improved, but he seems to have overlooked
the fact that practically the whole of the receipts
would have to be shipped out after having been
ground or mixed (and these institutions would
be just as angipus to empty their warehouses
as the country owner before navigation closed in
the fall) consequently, to my mind, instead of
relieving the situation we would be in a worse
position than at present, losing the use of the
cars whilst loading and unloading in Winnipeg.

There is a good deal of truth in the concluding
paragraph of his letter that farmers would be
““not the only ones benefitted by the change,”
hence the reason for the presence of himself at
the convention at Moose [aw and of the repre-
sentative of the Crown Grain Co. at Regina the
previous year.

Now for ‘‘Grain Grower’. This gentleman
must remember that Mr. D. W. McQuaig, presi-
dent of the Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association
was also a member of the delegation to which
reference was made and he was present on the
platform when Mr. Sanderson repeated the
substance of his report at Brandon and he did
not audibly disagree with the statements then
made. The convention also was so impressed
with Mr. Sanderson’s views that they adopted
a much more reasonable resolution than that
which they were previously anxious to accept.

I quite agree with Grain Grower that the loss
of one-sixth of the car service owing to the
making of Winnipeg an ‘‘order point’’ might
be very reasonably overcome by the railway
companies themselves increasing the speed of
their trains and number of locomotives and cars,
and he will find that the last paragraph of my
letter deals with that phase of the question, but
we have to deal with facts as they exist at the
present and it is most improbable in my opinion
that the railway coempanies will move any more
grain to the lake front before the close of navi-
gation than suits their convenience, as it is to
their interest to fill their terminal elevators
early in the season, thus increasing their storage
receipts, as well as getting along with a smaller
investment in rolling stock.

The grading system has so frequently been
explained by abler pens than mine that I need
hardly go into the matter again, and I think
(although I have no copy of the Inspection Act
at hand) that Grain Grower will find some
reference to “‘average’’ grade in the clause that
deals with the output of “‘mixing elevators”’,
and whether it 1s specifically mentioned or not
in the specifications of the grades, he will find,
if he enquires, that it is the “‘average’ that the
mspector maintains.

Grain Grower assumes that Mr. Sanderson and
myself are opposed to the ‘‘sample market’’ as
a principle. This is incorrect as far as I am
concerned, and I believe T am justified in stating
as much for Mr. Sanderson; but I feel, as I stated
before, that it would be detrimental to our own
interests and “‘a jump from the frying pan into
the fire”" to take such a step without due invest-
1gation.

He is also far astray when he infers that I am
in favor of the present grading svstem. 1 be-
lieve that color has but little value as an indi-
cation of the intrinsic milling worth of the wheat
and that a system of grading almost
entirely upon weight and soundness would be
more just to both buver and seller. And 1 am
glad to find that in the report of the cerealist
of the experimental farms just at hand (page 209)

based

in summing up the results of his observations
he uses these words: "*This serves to show that
color and hardness alone are very poor indica-
tions of actual milling valuce.”

But as Kipling savs, “This is another story’
and I will conclude with the hope that the re-
presentatives of the two grain growers’ associa-
tiONsS NOW 1n Winnipeg mav be able
to bring sufficient influence to bear on the rail-
way companies  to mprove
r}]('ir \(’1’\'i(‘(‘\ and lower the e murrage ('}!(‘H'L‘(‘.\'

hen nobody will welcome a ' sampl ag "

ore cordially than

SeSS1ION 1N

ii]t]ill‘x' then L«
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Some Suggestions on Housebuilding.
EpiTor FARMER'S ADVOCATE:

Of recent years more attention has been viven
by the farmers of this province to the dwclling
house and its surroundings than was the case in
earlier times, when shelter from the rains an(
heat of summer and the keen frosts and storms of
winter was almost the only object sought, and
while many have now erected substantial and
commodious houses which will brobably serve
them for the rest of their lifetime, there arc vet
numbers whose requirements in this direction
are still in the prospective, and to such we would
venture to suggest a few of what we think are the
most desirable features in a modern farm house
in this progressive and fertile province of ours,

One of the first points to be determined by the
intending builder is probably, the size of the
proposed house and this we think is best arrived
at from the inside, that is to say, first decide how
many rooms are required and their size and then
you have the external dimentions. With regard
to this as also to other features no doubt there are
and always will be differences of opinion, and the
writergof course 1s only giving his own, which vour
readers, Mr. Editor, can take for what it is worth.

We will begin with the kitchen as probablv
this room is really more important than any
other. In it the mistress of the house spends more of
her time than in any other and it should we think,
not be smaller than at least 16x20 feet, a little
larger perhaps would be better. There should be
a good sized sink where the cooking utensils,
dishes, etc., can® be conveniently washed, and
connected with which there should be a pump
from the soft water cistern in the cellar. A good
sized pantry should also be contained in this room
with a small elevator to the dairy cellar under-
neath, which is a great labor saver in transferring
supplies from cellar to kitchen. When practic-
able it is also found convenient to have the pantry
adjoining the dining room, when by means of a
small door between the two, articles may be
easily passed to or fro thereby saving many steps.

When there i1s a summer kitchen connected
with the main kitchen there shouyld be convenient
to the stove or range a good sized wood box in
the former, communicating by an opening to the
latter, through which fuel may be easily passed.
In the summer kitchen should be placed the pump
from the well, and if the well itself is situated
there,.it is a good place to have a wooden pipe of
four or five inches inside diameter opening through
the roof to the outer air for purposes of ventila-
tion, and also a small hatch on the roof to
enable the pump to be hoisted out when necessary:.
I should also add that the outlet from the kitchen
sink should connect with a cesspool 15 or 20 feet
distant from the house with a pipe leading from
the outflow pipe up the outside of the house to
the eave, by which means the return of foul air
or gases to the kitchen is prevented.

The dining room should be sufficiently large to
accommodate all the members of the family
together with a fair number of friends and of
course the usual necessary furniture. The8e two
rooms, the kitchen and the dining room, should
be the lighest and most cheerful in the dwelling
and when possible have a southern or south-
eastern exposure for in them the greater part of
the daylight hours are spent by the inmates, and
sunlight 1s indispensable to health. We would
say that for an average family it should be at
least 14x18 feet.

The parlor or sitting room may be somewhat
smaller than the other rooms mentioned, more
particularly if it 1s connected by sliding doors or
an archway with the dining room, an arrangement
which we think is very desirable. Some prefer
having a bedroom on the first floor, the writer
does not, but a small library or office may be
advantageously placed on this flat. _

With regard to bedrooms, for good sanitary
reasons it would no doubt be well to have one for
each member of the family.