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FREPACE,

et

The Presbyterian Church in Ireland is not, and never
was, numerically a large body. At present, its adherents,
all told, barely exceed six hundred thousand. Fifty years
ago the figure stood much higher, but emigration to the
United States and the British Colonies has done much, in the
long interval, to thin its ranks. Its history, therefore, may
naturally be supposed to be lacking in the interest that
attaches to sections of the Church of Christ, whose mem-
bership is immeasurably greater, and whose christian work
presents much larger proportions. Yet, such a supposition
would be hardly just, and when closely and carefully ex-
amined will be found to be scarcely tenable.

There can be no doubt that the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland has proved itself to be, to that country, the greatest
blessing with which it has been favoured during the last
three hundred years. It has given to it in its purest form
the truth, from which springs the righteousness that exalts
a nation. It has always been careful to instruct the people
who worship at its altars in Christian doctrine and moral-
ity ; and, with this great end in view, it has looked care-
fully to the training of its ministers, given to the ministry
of the Word a prominent place in its church services, and
made special provision for the religious teaching of the
young. It would be hardly possible, therefore, to over-esti-
mate the benefits it has been the means of conferring upon
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all those sections of the country to which its ministrations
have extended. It has enriched Ulster, the most populous
and important of its provinces, with an intelligent, industri-
ous, and orderly population, and done more than any other
agency within its borders to elevate that province to the
position of superiority in all material and moral interests that
it confessedly occupies over the other provinces of the king-
dom. Nor, looking at the present condition of this northern
province, where its influence has been most widely diffused
and most powerfully felt, can it be regarded as an idle
dream to imagine that the day that should witness the
happy ingathering of the whole population of Ireland within
its pale should also witness the inauguration of an era of
peace and prosperity in that hitherto distracted and unfor-
tunate country unknown in any former period of its history,
and the elevation of all its provinces to a condition of moral
and spiritual pre-eminence that would give it an indispu-
table claim to be regarded as indeed “ The Isle of Saints.”

The Presbyterian Church in Ireland has proved itself to
be a blessing to the world at large. Its people at the
Revolution did much by their memorable and heroic struggles
to promote the cause of constitutional freedom ; and, as mul-
titudes of its adherents have since gone out into many lands,
they have carried with them, wherever they have gone, the
same ardent love of liberty that then inspired the courage of
their forefathers, as well as those deep religious convictions,
and those habits of industry and thrift without which nc
community can prosper. Probakly more than any other race
they have contributed to the existence and progress of the
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PREFACE. iii
Presbyterian church in the United States. That church is,
to-day, the largest Presbyterian body in the world, and its
membership consists very largely of Irish Presbyterians and
the descendants of Irish Presbyterians. The first congrega-
tion that was placed on its roll was organized by a native of
Ulster, and not a few in the thousands of congregations that
have since been added to its ranks owe their existence
to the labours of others from the same province, who followed
in his footsteps. The influx still continues. Some of the
most distinguished Presbyterian ministers in the United
States at this moment were born, brought up, and educated
in Ulster.

The first Presbytery also in the United States was organ-
ized by Ulster men, and, I presume, that in the immense
nuimber of the Presbyteries that now cover the vast area of
its almost boundless territory, hardly one could be found
that does not count on its roll members Irish either by birth
or origin. The same holds largely true of all the British

Colonies. The progress and prosperity of the Presbyterian
Church in all those lands are to a very considerable extent

due to the influx of Irish Presbyterians, who carry with

them into all places to which they migrate an intelligent
attachment to the principles of their faith, and an unbend-
ing firmness in their maintenance. It is well-known that
the same gifted stock has given to the Presbyterian Church
in Canada a large number of its most active and intelligent
members, as well as of its ablest and most efficient ministers.
It would be difficult, I venture to affirm, to find a Presby-

terian congregation in all the Dominion, from the Atlantic
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in the East, to the Pacific in the West, that does not
embrace within its communion a very considerable repre-
sentation of this “imperial race.” And it would be no less
difficult, I am equally confident to affirm, to find within
the same area a Presbytery that does not include in its
membership several who still fondly look to Ulster as the
home of their fathers.

The Trish Presbyterian Church has proved itself to be a
blessing to the world at large in yet another sense. It has
done much in the field of missionary enterprise during the
last fifty years, and its zeal in this great cause is still on the
increase. For long it had a hard struggle for existence.
In the face of opposition and oppression, dealt out with no
sparing hand by despotic monarchs, intolerant parliaments,
arbitrary courts of law, and bigoted prelates ; in the face of
a still more serious menace to its existence in the presence
of dangecous and seductive error within its own bosom, it
has done battle right nobly for the truth. And now that
the battle is over, and the victory won, its energies, free to
flow in a different channel, are vigorously directed to the
furtherance of the great work of evangelizing the world
committed to the church by her risen Lord, and to the
accomplishment of which her various branches are happily
addressing themselves with an earnestness that gives promise

of the speedy arrival of the hour when

*‘ The beam that shines from Zion hill,
Shall lighten every land ;
The King who reigns in Salem’s towers,
Shall all the world command.”
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PREFACE. v

In Ireland itself, on the Continent of Europe, in India, in
China, among the Jews in different places, it is zealously
labouring for the diffusion of the saving knowledge of the
gospel.  Its scattered children everywhere share in the
missionary ardour that glows within its bosom. In the
United States ; in the British Colonies ; and notably, in
this great Dominion, they are second to none others in the
interest they manifest, and the efforts they make for the
advancement of the kingdom of universal righteousness and
love the Redeemer came to establish, destined, sooner or
later, to extend its benign sway over all the nations of the
earth.

A church with such a record cannot fall far behind the
larger and more influential churches of Christendom in the
interest of its story. The history of its past sufferings, and
struggles, and achievements, cannot fail to command the
earnest attention of all who take pleasure in contemplating
the onward march of divine truth, and the progress of
Christian civilization ; and must be peculiarly interesting
to the thousands and tens of thousands of Presbyterians in
this Western world who claim the connection with it of
descent from its parentage.

The following work is intended chiefly for readers on this
side of the Atlantic, and is meant to furnish all who cherish
a filial affection for the church of their fathers, as well as
all who value the great principles of divine truth and constitu-
tional freedom, with a concise yet faithful history of the Pres-
byterian Church in Ireland from the period of its first planta-
tion in Ulster till the present day. The materials that I
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have woven into the narrative are drawn chiefly from Reid
and Killen’s History of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
which Mr. Froude, an eminent living historian, has justly
declared to be ‘“the very best book which has been written
on these matters,” but which is too large and expensive to
obtain wide-spread circulation, particularly in these days of
busy employment and keen competition when people gener-
ally can devote but a small portion of their time to reading
and study. I have derived help also from Dr. Killen’s
Ecclesiastical History of Irelund; Dr. Withrow's Derry
and Enniskillen, and Historical and Literary Memorials of
Presbyterianism in Ireland, by the same author ; Killinchy,
or the Days of Livingstone, by the late Wm. McComb, Bel-
fast; Dr. Hamilton’s History of the Irish Presbyterian
Church ; and an article entitled, Z%e Plantation of Ulster,
written, I believe, by the late Dr. Croskery, Magee College,
Derry, that appeared in an issue of the Edinburgh Review
for 1869.

It is hoped that the three introductory chapters will be
found to add to the interest of the work. The first deals
with the Civil and the second with the Ecclesiastical history
of Ireland from the earliest times. The third embraces a

somewhat lengthened sketch of the Reformation in Ireland.

In the providence of God, my time has been placed very
largely at my own disposal, and for some months past, I
have devoted much of it to the preparation of this volume,
which, T hope, will prove acceptable to all into whose hands
it may come, and serve to increase their knowledge of
the past history and present condition of a church which, in
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PREFACE. vii

the Scriptural character of its doctrines, discipline, polity,
and worship, the ability and devotedness of its clergy, the
intelligence and piety of its people, the firmness with which
for well nigh three hundred years it has maintained the
truth amid surrounding darkness, and the zeal with which
it is prosecuting its manifold labours for the spread of the
gospel all the world over, takes rank among the very fore-
most of the evangelical churches of Christendom.

ToroNTO, 1890.
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HISTORY

OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN' CHURCH IN IRELAND.

CHAPTER 1.

A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE CIVIL HISTORY OF IRELAND
FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES,

Little known of the Civil History of Ireland prior to the Christian era—Much of
what purports to be its history from that era till the English Conquest in the
Twelfth Century liable to grave suspicion—Early known as ‘‘The Sacred
Island “—Several alleged invasions and colonizations—Never was a nation in the
same sense in whi- England or Scotland was a nation, differing only in rela-
tive strength—Ruled by several petty kings—Who were often at war with
one another—Intervention of Romans sought--Given by Pope Adrian IV. to
Henry II,—Invasion by English barons—Conquest easy—No national army to
oppose them—Prendergrast quoted—The spread of the Gospel and the firm
maintenance of British power in Ireland, its best hope—Duty of Irishmen of
all classes and creeds.

ITTLE is known of the history of Ireland prior to
the Christian era, and much of what purports to
be its history from that era down till the time of
the English Conquest in the twelfth Century is

liable to grave suspicion. Dreaming monks and bardic annal-
ists, in the absence of known and ascertained facts, have not
hesitated to fill the void with tales, which, gathered to some
extent, from previous chronicles of little value, and resting
largely upon no higher authority than dim and uncertain
tradition, as it circulated among a highly imaginative but
ignorant and credulous peuple, can lay but little claim to
credence. A few facts are blended with a large amount of
what is obviously fabulous, and a history constructed, which
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throughout its entire course, exhibits unmistakable traces of
its questionable origin. As we pursue the narrative under
the guidance of the laborious compiler, whose literary activ-
ity has evidently been stimulated into unwonted effusiveness
by a natural and excusable desire to gratify the cravings of
national vanity, the suspicion again and again arises that we

are moving among scenes as unreal as the visions of dream-
land. The people and events that are made to pass in review

before us are associated, in many instances at least, with so
much that is clearly mythical and legendary, that we can
hardly be charged with undue scepticism if we refuse to
believe that they ever had a real existence. We are carried
back to a period anterior to the flood, and all along the
centuries down till the time when the ¢ wn of authentic
history gives promise of a more reliable narrative, are re-
galed with stories which possibly contain some grains of
truth, but which, for the most part, are little better than a
mass of fables and absurdities.

We have no means of ascertaining who were the first
settlers in Ireland, at what time they entered the country,
or from whence they came. We are told, it is true, of suc-
cessive invasions and colonizations by Fir-Bolgs from Greece,
Tuatha de Danaan from Scandinavia, and Milesians from
Spain ; but, as the last and latest of these events is said to
have taken place a thousand years before our era, when King
Solomon was reigning in Jerusalem, we are left in utter un-
certainty as to the reality of their occurrence. They may
have taken place, but the testimony entitling them to rank
among the veritable facts of history is wanting. One thing
is certain that the present inhabitants of Ireland are an
exceedingly mixed race, and that none of the several races
they include can establish an. unquestionable claim to be
regarded as the veritable descendants of “the real Irish”
who first colonized the island. The Celt, a name that is
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND. 13

now used to designate representatives of various nationali-
ties, may properly claim that he has been longer a resident
in the land than the Saxon, but the one is just as truly a
stranger and an alien within its borders as the other.
Neither of them, therefore, can claim, on the ground of
original settlement, an exclusive right to the island. The
people of Antrim and Down are just as truly Irish as the
people of Cork or Galway, and the sooner this fact is recog-
nized by both parties, the better it will be for their common
country. It is also certain that from a remote antiquity
the inhabitants of Ireland were distinguished by an emin-
ently religious temperament, for, long before the dawn of
the Christian era, the country was known as “ The Sacred
Island.”

Ireland never was a nation in the same sense in which
England or Scotland was a nation, differing only in relative
strength. From the earliest times, its inhabitants were
divided into tribes, the head of each tribe or clan claiming
and exercising independent and exclusive authority within
his own territory. According to a MS. in the British
Museum, before the English invasion, the number of such
tuaths or territories was over two hundred, and each seems
to have been under the government of at least one petty rig
or king. These petty chieftains, like the sovereigns of
large and powerful kingdoms in after times, were often at
war with one another, and their frequent and bitter feuds
involved the country in almost ceaseless bloodshed and
misery, seriously retarding its advancement along the path
of civilization, even after the introduction of Christianity.
Some of the more warlike and ambitious of them were for-
ward to aspire to urlimited supremacy over all the rest and,
in some instances, partially succeeded at different periods in
the history of the country in reaching the object of their am-
bition, but none of them was ever able to establish for himself
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and his dynasty the sovereignty of the whole island. The
authority they severally exercised within their own territories
they were naturally anxious to preserve, and so successfully
did they, for the most part, guard this valued possession chat
it was not till the Pope interfered, and handed them over to
the sovereignty of England that they lost it. Till then they
knew nothing of a common sovereign, whose authority
demanded their undivided allegiance; and so free and
unfettered was the power they exercised as independent
potentates, that in their quarrels with one another, the
weaker was ready, in the absence of a supreme central
authority to which he might look for protection to invoke
foreign aid. As early as A.D. 82, a petty Irish King, who
had been driven from his throne by another but more power-
ful petty sovereign, applied to the Romans, who, a short time
before, had effected a settlement in England, for their inter-
vention and aid. The application was favorably regarded,
and, for a time, it seemed that Ireland was destined to be
added to the Empire of the West. The Romans fouad,
however, more than enough to do in completing the subju-
gation of Britain, and, consequently, never crossed the Irish
Channel. The petty Irish King was left to fight his own
battles, and Ireland denied the quickening impulse of
Roman civilization. In A.D. 1155, Pope Adrian IV., whose
real name was Nicholas Breakspear, and who was the only
Englishman who ever filled the Papal chair, in the exercise
of his assumed power to dispose of the islands of the Sea as
he pleased,—a power which he is said to have inherited from
the gift of Constantine—issued a Bull, in which he conferred
the sovereignty of Treland on Henry II., King of England,
reserving to himself all ecclesiastical rights, and requiring
the payment of one penny, equal, it is said, to fifty cents of
our present currency, for each house, to the Holy Roman
See. In this famous document, Ireland is described in
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND. 15

terms by no means flattering to its condition as a country
that had long enjoyed the light of the Gospel. Henry
is authorized to enter it “to enlarge the borders of the
church, to teach the truth of the Christian faith to the
ignorant and rude; to extirpate the nurseries of iniquity
from the field of the Lord, and to reduce the people to obe-
dience to laws.” Sixteen years elapsed before the English
monarch was able to cross the Channel, and to take posses-
sion of the kingdom which the Pope had thus very com-
placently handed over to him as a gift, and which has ever
since remained subject to the English crown. 1In the mean-
time, however, circumstances arose which led to an earlier
assertion of British power in the island. A quarrel arose
between two of the petty Kings of the country, one of whom
fled to England, imploring Henry’s assistance and offering,
as a reward for his services, to do him homage for his king-
dom as its Sovereign Lord. The assistance sought was
readily granted, especially as it furnished the English
monarch with a plausible pretext for an invasion of Ireland.
With hiz permission, and by his authority, a number of
English bavons, with their retainers, crossed over, re-
stored the suppliant chieftaiu to his throne, and pro-
ceeded, under the authority of the Pope’s warrant, to
effect the subjugation of the island. The task was easy, be-
cause there was no united nation to oppose them. They
never met in battlo an army which represented Ireland, as
the army which encountered William the Conqueror at the
battle of Hastings represented England, or as the army
which encountered Edward II. at the battle of Bannockburn
represented Scotland. There was no national spirit to rally
thousands and tens of thousands of brave men in heroic en-
thusiasm around a national standard, no national army, no
national resistance. They even found in Irishmen them-
selves most willing allies in affecting the subjugation
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of the country. Tribes that for ages had been arrayed in
bitterest hostility against certain other tribes eagerly lent
them their assistance. It is not with surprise, therefore,
that we learn that, when Henry, not long after, attended by
a strong military force, went over to claim the sovereignty
of the Kingdom, he encountered scarcely a shadow of op-
position. No combined national resistance was possible ;
and one petty prince after another hastened to do him hom-
age. Prendergast, in his ¢ History of the Plantation of
Ulster,”—an authority that will hardly be questioned—
bears the following testimony :—* Now the Irish enemy,”
the native Irish population, “was no nation in the modern
sense of the word, but a race divided into many nations or
tribes, separately defending their lands from the English
barons in their immediate neighbourhood. There had been
no ancient national government displaced, no national dyn-
asty overthrown. The Irish had no national flag, nor any
capital city as the metropolis of their common country, nor
any common administration of the law ; nor did they ever
give a combined opposition to the Englisn; the English,
coming in the name of the Pope, aided by the Irish bishops,
and with a superior national organization which the Irish
easily recognized, were accepted by the Irish. Neither King
Henry I1. or King John ever fought a battle in Ireland.”

During the five centuries that followed—from 1190 till
1688—the country, though nominally subject to the English

Crown, continued in the same distracted and divided con-

dition. Tribe continued to war against tribe. Mutual

massacre and devastation was the one business of their lives.

Sometimes an entire tribe was exterminated by another and

its territory seized and occupied by the victors. The only

area of comparative peace and security, was the Pale, includ-

ing the four counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, and Louth,

within which English law was more or less fitfully enforced.
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A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE CIVIL HISTORY. 17

England’s conquest of Ireland has often been made the
subject of the storngest condemmation by Irish writers and
declaimers, but the real evil lay, vot in the conquest itself,
but in its incompleteness. No adequate means were taken
to assert the authority of KEngland and to enforce the
supremacy of English law within the kingdom. The country,
for the most part, was abandoned to the misrule and misery
that were almost inseparable from the existence of a large
number of petty chieftaing who claimed independent sover-
eignty within their own territories, and who were often at war
with one another. As soon as English power was firmly
established in the whole island, a marked and beneficial chunge
took place. Inter-tribal feuds and wars became impossible,
and the kingdom began to emerge from the wild bar-
barism that had been its chronic condition for ages. The
religion of the Reformation materially contributed to
further the gratifying change, particularly in the northern
section of the kingdom. ILooking at the beneficial re-
sults that have already flowed from these agencies, we feel
warranted in asserting that it is only in the firm mainten-
ance of the British power, and in the wide diffusion of the
Protestant faith throughout all its borders, that the com-
plete emancipation of the country from the numerous ills
that have darkened its history, and its elevation to a level in
civilization with the other parts of the empire can be confi-
dently anticipated. The era of the Protectorate, during which
the supremacy of Britain was most vigorously enforced, was
the era of its greatest prosperity, and those portions of it
where Protestantism is the most widely prevalent are incom-
parably the most progressive. Its geographical position
affords no uncertain indication that it should cultivate the
closest alliance with the larger and more powerful island that,
in some places, is removed only by a few miles from its eastern

shores, and all the interests that can contribute to the pros-
)

&




18 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND,

perity and happiness of its people forbid the severance or
weakening of the ties that link it with the DBritish Crown.
Its inhabitants may have been placed by an oppressive
government at a serious disadvantage in the race for n.ational
progress in the past ; but all the grievances of which they
may have had just reason to complain have either been
already redressed, or are certain to be speedily redressed by
the wiser and more beneficial legislation of these later and
more enlightened days. The attention that is now readily
given to Irish affairs in the Imperial Parliament, and the
desire that evidently exists among Statesmen of all shades
of politics to do all that legislation can effect to promote the
progress and prosperity of the country, augur well for Ire-
land. Tt only remains that its inhabitants, remembering
that legislation has its limits, will, forever abandoning the
paths of lawless and disastrous agitation, and eagerly devot-
ing themselves to the task of turning to the best account
the numerous advantages that lie within their reach in the
varied natural resources of their native land, honestly and
diligently endeavour to elevate their country to a height ot
social enjoyment and national advancement that will bring
it into line with the other and more prosperous portions of
the Empire. One of their most admired national poets has
well said :

‘“ How small, of all that human hearts endure,
That part which laws or kings can cause or cure,
Still to ourselves, in every place consigned,

Our own felicity we make or find.”

Not, however, till they shall have rid themselves of the yoke
of the degrading superstition that still dominates the large
majority of them, will their island howe become in the
words of another of their most admired national poets,
“ Great, glorious, and free.”
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bering

ng the HE early ecclesiastical history of Ireland is involved
devot- in obscurity hardly less impenetrable than the dark-

ceount ness that rests on its early civil history. Druidism,
in the with its groves of oak, and sacred mistletoe, and

ly and huge altars of stone, and mysterious rites, was, so far as

ight ot known, its earliest, and for ages, its only religion. The pre-
bring cise date, when the light of Christianity began to pierce the

ions of
sts has

gloom of its pagan darkness, is unknown; but there is
sufficient evidence to warrant the statement that this great
event in its history occurred at an early period in our era.
Kusebius, the well-known Ecclesiastical historian, who
flourished in the fourth century, speaks of some of the
Apostles having crossed the ocean to the British Isles to
announce the glad tidings which their Master had bid them

» yoke preach to every creature. In the days of Chrysostom,
i large towards the end of the same century, “ there were,” in his
=] . oy . .
& tha own words, ‘“ even in the British Isles that lie away in the
poets, open ocean worshippers of God in Christ, and students of i

Seripture.” In these statements, the phrase, ¢ The British
Isles,” is somewhat indefinite, but there is reason to regard A
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it as pointing to Treland as much as to Britain, for, accord.
ing to Tacitus, through the medium of trade Ireland was
better known to strangers than Britain. In the Annals of
the Four Masters, we are told that in the third century,
Cormac, the chief king of Ireland, provoked the wrath of
the Druids by turning from them ¢ to the adoration of
tod.”  We know that in the fourth century, Coelestius,
one of the leading Christian controversialists of his day, and
the intimate friend and companion of t he celebrated Pelagius,
was an Irishman. 'We know also that early in the follow-
ing century, christianity must have made considerable
progress in the Island, for Prosper, a Frenchman who
flourished in this century, informs us in his Chronicon that,
in 431, “Palladius, being ordained by Pope Celistine, is
sent to the Irish believing in Christ as their first bishop.”

But whilst it is certain that Christianity found an early
entrance into Ireland, winning converts from among the
adherents of the Druidical superstition that had for ages
reigned unchallenged in the island, no reliable record re-
mains to testify to the names of the zealous missionaries by
whose lips its divine message was first proclaimed, and by
whose lubours its gracicus triumphs were first achieved.
They died, and their names perished from off the face of the
earth, but there is reason to’believe that the light they
enkindled was never wholly extinguished. As if confidently
anticipating ultimate triumph, it ceased not the apparently
hopeless struggle with the surrounding darkness until, in
the fifth century, it happily won the anuicpated triumph,
and clothed the whole island with the splendour of its
rays. This marked and marvellous advance in the history
of its progress is mainly to be ascribed, under God, to the
labours of Patrick, one of the most famous missionaries
the Church has produced since the days of the Apostles,
now universally recognized as the Apostle of Ireland.
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Little is certainly known of the life of this celebrated
missionary. So much that is manifestly legendary and
mythical has been associated with his name by writers of
the middle ages that several respectable authorities have not
hesitated to question his existence. There can be no reason-
able doubt, however, that he was a real personage, and that
he laboured as a missionary in Ireland for many years in
the fifth century, achieving extraordinary success, and even-
tually reducing the whole island to obedience to the faith.
Three countries contend for the honour of his birth—Scotland,
Wales, and France: From a picce of a brief autobiography,
which is still extant and which is regarded as genuine by critics
of all denominations, we learn that he was born in Armoric
Gaul, perhaps at Boulegne-Sur-Mer ; and that he was son of
the deacon Calpurnius and grandson of the presbyter Potitus
—facts which show that clerical celibacy was not then held
to be of universal obligation. At an early age, he was twice
carried captive into Ireland; but as often he managed to
effect his escape. A short time after his second escape, and
when he was about twenty-two or twenty-three years of age,
he had a remarkable dream which left an indelible impres-
sion upon his mind and exerted a powerful influence upon
the whole of his subsequent carveer. I saw,” says he, “in
a vision of the night, a man whose name was Victoricius
coming as if from Ireland, with innumerable letters, one of
which he handed to me, and I read the beginning of the
letter, which ran thus: ‘The voice of the people of Ireland;’
and, while I was reading aloud the beginning of the letter,
I thought at that very moment, I heard the voice of those
who were in the Wood of Foclud,”—supposed to have been

in Tirawley, County Mayo,—* which is by the Western Sea,
and they cried out thus: ¢ We entreat thee, holy youth, to

come and walk still among us.” And I was very much
fon]
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pricked to the hea: 5, and could read no more, and so awoke.”
As a child he had been instructed in the truth, but during
his earlier years the knowledge he had acquired had proved
of little practical value. It was not till adversity came that
a vital change was effected. 1In the midst of the privations
and suffering he endurcd during his  captivity the Lord
brought him to a sense of the unbelief of his heart. “I was
from my childhood,” he writes, “a believer in the only God;
but I continued in doubt and unbelief till I was sorely
chastened ; and, in truth, I have been humbled by hunger
and nakedness, and it was my lot to traverse Ireland every
day, sore against my will, until I was almost exhausted.
But this proved rather a benefit to me, because by means of
it I have been corrected by the Lord, and he has fitted me
for being, at this day, what was once far from me, s> that I
should interest or concern myself about the salvation of
others, when I used to have no such thoughts even for my-
self.” Having become the subject of such a vital change,
it seems only natural that he should accept the mysterious
dream with which he had been visited as a divine intimation
that he should become a missionary to Ireland. For the pur-
pose of qualifying himself for the work to which he felt
divinely called, he betook himself to the study of theology,
first, as some allege, under the famous St. Martin, of Tours,
who is reported to have been a near aelative of his mother,
and then, of Germanus, of Auxerre, making the Scriptures,
for which all his life after he cherished the most profound
reverence, the chief source of his instructions.

It has been stated again and again that the mission of
Palladius, to which reference has already been made, having
proved a failure, Pope Celestine ordained Patrick, and sent
him to make another effort for the conversion of Ireland.
But there is not the slightest trustworthy evidence to sustain
the statement. In his Confession Patrick altogether ignores
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> % . . . $
ke, any mission from Celestine. He never mentions either

iring Rome or the Pope, or hints that he had any connection
oved
that
;ions

Lord

was

whatever with the ecclesiastical capital of Italy. I is also
a significant circumstance that for nearly two hundred years
after his alleged papal mission, no reference to it or its
results, either by the Pope orany of his officials, is to be fourd
in any of the numerous documents of the period that are still

Bl 5 . . . oy
dod; extant. This silence is unaecountable on the supposition that
rely his mission to Ireland was by papal appointment, and

HAY that it was so eminently successful as to have resulted in the

very conversion of all Ireland to the faith, and in the establish-

ted. : ment of a large and flourishing church that was ever after
18 of in close communion with the See of Rome. The truth is

me that Patrick, like Columbkille and Columbanus, and other
at I missionaries of a later date, knew nothing of the Pope as an

1 of 4 ecclesiastical superior, and gave himself little concern about
my- receiving the sanction of his investiture, c» that of any other
1ge, ecclesiastical authority whatever. He held what he regarded

ous as a divine commission to preach the gospel in Ireland, and
iion i that was enough for him. Having finished his theological

ur- 3 studies, he set out for the country to which he felt drawn
felt E by a divine and irresistible impulse, arriving about the
3y, 4 year 405, and continuing to prosecute his evangelistic labours

s, : with indomitable perseverance and extraordinary success
wer, / till his death which, there are good reasons for believing,

res, 3 took place at Saul, near Downpatrick, County Down, on
ind b the 17th of March, 465.
As was to be expected, the devoted missionary encountered
of 1 opposition from different quarters. Ancient superstitions,
ing 3 deeply rooted in the affections of a blind and bigoted people,
nt : and sanctioned by long usage and established authority, are
1. E not wont to surrender to a new faith without a struggle.
in 3 On move than one occasion he was thrown into prison, and
res : threatened with death. No difficulties or dangers, however,
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could abate the ardour of his missionary zeal ; and the success
that attended his earnest and persevering labours has never
since been exceeded. “I am,” says he, “greatly a debtor
to God, who has bestowed his grace so largely upon me, that
multitudes should be born again to God through me ; and
that of these, clergy should be every where ordained for a
people lutely coming to the faith. . . . The Irish, who never
had the knowledge of God, and worshipped only idols and
unclean things, have lately become the people of the Lord
and are called the Sons of God.” It has been said that the
success that attended the labours of this devoted and intrepid
missionary was largely due to the miracles that he wrought.
But all the miraculous achievements, often of the most
ridiculou; character, that have been imputed to him, are
nothing more nor less than inventions of writers of the
Middle ages. He himself made no pretensions to the work-
ing of miracles. He relied for success entirely on the simple
preaching of the Word ; and it is worthy of record that in
unfolding its doctrines, he seems never to have been at a loss
for an answer to the objections which his rude and
unenlightened auditors were naturally prompted to offer.
It is stated that on one occasion, when preaching on
the Trinity, one of those who heard him having stated
that he could not see how three could be one, he stooped
down, and, picking up a trefoil that grew at his feet, illus-
trated the doctrine by showing him the three leaves growing
out of one stem—a circumstance which, it is said, led to the
adoption of the shamrock as the national emblem. of Ireland.

The failure of Palladius in his mission to Ireland is easily

accounted for.

In the year 429, two French Bishops visited England for
the purpose of assisting its orthodox clergy in suppressing
the Pelagian heresy, which had begun to infest the church
in South Britain. It is highly probable that during their
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stay they heard of the great and successful work that Patrick
was carrying on in the neighboring Island. At the time,
there was a constant correspondence kept up between Italy
and Gaul ; and, shortly after their return home, the news of
the great religious movement in Ireland must have reached
the ears of the chief pastor of the Metropolis of Western
Christendom. As the Roman Pontiff knew nothing of
Patrick, and had just learned that there were already be
lievers in Christ in Hibernia, he sent Palladius, as already
stated, to be their first bishop. But the Romish emissary,
on his arrival in the Western Isle, met with anything but a
cordial reception. Patrick, whose labours had been prose-
cuted with great energy and perseverance for fully a quarter
of a centuay previous, had already established a flourishing
church of a more primitive and Apostolic order than
the church at Rome, and was not prepared to surrender
its governmeut into the hands of « Romish ecclesiastic. So
stoutly did he oppose the interference of the papal emissary,
and so thoroughly at one with him in his opposition was the
church that had sprung up under his ministrations that
Palladius found it convenient to retire from the Inish shores,
and to transfer his episcopal labours to North Britain,
where, not long afterwards, he died of fever in what is now
known as Kincardineshire. Thus began in the Ivish church
that decided resistance of Romish aggression that was vigor-
ously and successfully maintained till the twelfth Century
when the strong arm of English power enforced the suprem-
acy of the papacy throughout the island. England’s treat-
ment of Iveland has not always been of the most friendly
character, but unquestionably her great crime against the
sister island has been thrusting popery on its church and
people.  “ We arve bound to remember,” says Dr. Words-
worth, in his History of the Ivish Church, ¢ that in a great
measure we owe our English Christianity to Ireland, and
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alas ! we may not forget that Ireland owes her Romanism
to us.”

It is certain that the Church formed by Patrick in Ire-
land was neither Romish nor prelatic. In the free and
commanded use of the Scriptures, the inculcation of the
doctrines of grace and of the efficacy of the sacrifice and inter-
cession of Christ, without the remotest allusion to any of
the peculiar dogmas of Rome ; in the rejection of the Papal
supremacy, the marriage of the clergy, and the Scriptural
character of the bishops, each having charge of only one parish,
and being aided in his labours by a plurality of presbyters
or elders, it presented more of a resemblance to the Presby-
terian model than to any other. And the same type
that it assumed as it grew up under the ministrations
of its famous founder, it continued to bear in all essential
particulars until, after a hard struggle stretching over several
centuries, it was eventually brought under the Romish yoke
by the intervention of English power. Nennius, who is
supposed to have flourished in the ninth century, affirms
that Patrick founded in Ireland three hundred and sixty-five
churches, and “ consecrated the same number of bishops.”
Another earlier authority bears similar testimony. At the
time Ireland did not probably contain more than from two
to three hundred thousand inhabitants, so that these conse-
crated bishops could have been nothing more than ordinary
preachers, charged with the spiritual oversight of parishes
that severally could not have embraced on the average more
than nine hundred people; a number which is far exceeded
by multitudes of Presbyterian congregations in our own
times. At a much latter date the Irish Church continued
to exhibit the same primitive and Scriptural polity. Aengus,
the Culdee, writing in the ninth century, was able to enum-
erate no less than 141 places in the island, in each of which

there were, or had heen, seven contemporary bishops ; a fact
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usm which makes it clear that as Patrick had proceeded on the
principle that wherever a congregation could be collected, a

bishop should be appointed to its spiritual oversight, the

Ive-

and " same arrangement continued in existence for centuries
the : afterward.

1ter- It was natural that the Church founded by Patrick in
y of Ireland should in its principles and polity be of the type
apal ; described. It was the type of the Church of the New
ural ] Testament ; it was, moreover, the type of the Church of
rish, Brittany, the land of his birth; and it is reasonable to
‘ters b expect that he should transfer to Ireland a system of
sby- polity and worship that commended itself to his approval by
ype % such powerful considerations. We are not to suppose, how-
ions ever, that the Church he founded was in all respects conformed
tial i to the Scriptural model. When he began his evangelistic
eral 4 labours, four centuries had passed over the Christian Church,
oke 1 bringing with them in their course a considerable departure
) is in many quarters from the arrangements of the days of
rms the Apostles. The Church in Brittany had not altogether
five ; escaped the prevailing errvors of the times, and we are not to
S, 1 suppose that the great missionary plinted in Hibernia a
the i better form of Christianity than that in which he had been
WO b educated.  As the fifth century opened, a strong liking for
15e- the monastic system which had long before been incorporated
wy i into the polity of the Eastern Churches spread throughout
hes g the West with great rapidity. There is reason to believe
ore | that Patrick carried with him to Ireland an ardent admira-

led | tion for the popular innovation ; and that, finding that a
kindred system was already in full operation in the pagan

1ed 3 worship that prevailed in the island, he was all the more in-
us : clined to give it a place in the Church that he founded.
: There was one important feature, however, which distin-

guished the monasteries he established from institutions of
the same name to be found elsewhere. They were essentially
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schools for the education of the people, and more particularly

seminaries for the training of ministers cf the Word. As
such, they were eminently beneficial, and contributed very
largely to the knowledge of the truth and the spread of the
Gospel. From their cloisters there went forth, thoroughly
equipped for their work, not a few of the most noted mis-
sionaries of later times, by whom the light of the Gospel was
diffused not only throughout Britain but also throughout
large sections of Europe. Of these missionaries Columbkille
and Columbanus were the most noted.

‘olumbkille was born at Gartan, County Donegal, in 521,
and is known as the Apostle of the Northern Picts, who
peopled the western region of the Highlands of Scotland.
In the forty-second year of his age, attended by twelve com-
panions, he passed over to Hy or Tona, a small island on the
western coast of the country that was to be the scene of his
future labours, where he established an institute which long
enjoyed the highest celebrity as a school of the prophets, and
from which there went forth a succession of able and devoted
missionaries by whom the torch of divine truth was carried
not only throughout a large part of Britain, but also through.
out not a few of the dark places of the continent. ¢ When
Justin, the younger, the successor of Justinian, had the gov-
ernment of the Roman empire, there came into Britain,” says
Bede, ¢ a famous presbyter and abbot, a monk by habit and
life whose name was Columba, to preach the word of God to
the provinces of the northern Picts, who are separated from
the southern parts by steep and rugged mountains.

Columba came into Britain in the ninth year of the reign ot
Bridius, who was the son of Meilochon, and the powerful
king of the Pictish nation ; and he converted that nation to
the faith of Christ by his preaching and example—where-
upon he also received from them the island (Tona) for a
monastery ; for it is not very large, but contains about five
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families, according to the English computation. His sue
L (=] l

ularly

As
| very
of the
ughly

mis-

cessors hold the island to this day ; he was also buried
therein, having died at the age of seventy-seven, about
thirty-two years after he came into Britain to preach.

That island has for its ruler an abbot, who is a presbyter, to
whose jurisdiction all the province, and even the bishops,
according to an unusual arrangement, ave subject, after the

1 was
e example of the first teacher who was not a bishop but a

10u o 3
\Sl\ill ; presbyter and monk, of whose life and discourses some
K1lle e & & i a
writings are said to be preserved by his disciples.” It is

591 evident from this clear and explicit statement of the vener-
521,

e able Bede, that episcopacy was unknown in the ecclesiastical
w

sy<tem established by Columbkille, and it is certain that the
planting of Christianity in a large part of Britain is to be
ascribed to the labours of presbyters who never received the

land.
com-

1 the : o e ; : ;
£ hi imposition of episcopal hands. It is to presbytery therefore,
f his

and not to episcopacy that we are to look for the early
ecclesiastical ancestry of the present churches of North and
South Britain.

Columbanus, the other distinguished missionary to whom
we have referred, was the disciple of Comghall, Abbot of

long

and
‘oted
rried

nugh. A
7]?@11 Bangor, County Down, who, as a teacher, had acquired

a wide celebrity, and whose monastic establishment is said to
5 have contained at one time several thousand students. In
589, when somewhat advanced in life, he was seized with
an irrepressible desire to preach the gospel to the heathen.
Setting out like Columbkille with twelve companions, he at
first passed over into South Britain. From thence he made
5 o his way successively to France, Switzerland, and Italy. In
bl all these lands he laboured with great zeal and faithfulness,
and did much to disseminate the knowledge of the truth
among their pagan and idolatrous inhabitants. Of the
twelve companions who accompanied him to the continent,
the best known is Gallus, who laboured chiefly in Switzer-
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land, one of the cantons of which still perpetuates his name,
and whose labours were so eminently successful that he has
been called by some the Apostle of Switzerland.

About this time Kilian, Fursey, Livin, Fridolin, and many
other Irishmen won honourable distinction in the field of
missionary enterprise. Without attempting a narrative of
their labours, it may suffice to state that all these eminent
and successful heralds of the cross were thoroughly in
structed in the knowledge of the Scriptures, and that
their love of Bible truth was the parent of their evan-
gelistic zeal. The religion that they laboured to dissem-
inate was essentially the same Scriptural faith that is en-
shrined in the standards and preached in the pulpits of our
protestant churches at this hour. There is a wide interval
of many centuries between their days and ours ; but as the
same sun that shone upon them shines upon us, the same
faith that irradiated their darkness enlightens ours, giving
to them even as it gives to us the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. It may also be
stated that from this time and onward till the close of the
eight century, Ireland occupied the foremost place among
European nations as a seat of learning and piety. The con-
dition of the country was favourable to the cultivation of
literature and religion. “Though by no means free from
domestic feuds, it was, as compared with other lands, in the
enjoyment of quiet and prosperity. When England was
conquered by the Saxons, and when the West of Europe was
invaded by the Northern barbarians, it remained free from
foreign aggression.” The fame and eminence of the semi-
naries of learning in which it abounded, attracted students
to its shores from all quarters, and the hosts of able and
accomplished scholars and zealous missionaries that went forth
from these institutions to £ill positions of prominence and in-
fluence in those lands in which Christianity was already estab-
lished, and to convey the knowledge of it to those lands in
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name, which it was wholly unknown, gave it a just claim to the
he has designation, “Isle of Saints,” by which, from the sevnth cent

ury and onwards, it was generally known.  We greatly mis-

| many E take, however, if we imagine that this designation furnishes
ield of a correct idea of the general chavacter of its population.

tive of The country still retained traces of its earlier barbarism.
ninent The people for the most part were but ill instructed in the

iy in - knowledge of the truth, and many of them, in their habits
| that 9 and practices, still continued to walk in the ways of their
evan- 1 pagan ancestors, The petty kings were frequently engaged
issem- in hitter hostilities, and in war both sexes marched to the

is en- battle field. Even the monastic establishments often exhib-
f our i ited a sad lack of the spirit of the gospel. Like the petty
terval kingdoms that surrounded them, they were not unfrequently
s the 4 at variance with one another, and when a quarrel arose, the

same 3 brethren did not hesitate to don the warrior’s garb and to
riving decide the contest on the battlefield. Nor need such things
lge of greatly surprise us. A country is not lifted out of barbarism
Iso be in a day. The wilderness is not made all at once to blossom

f the : as the rose. Time is required for the growth of the virtues
mong that Christianity enjoins and fosters. KEven ages may pass
3 con- ! away before they reach their full development in a land
m of that the gospel has rescued from a long reign of pagan
from 3 superstition. Had the Church founded by Patrick in Ire-
n the ; land been left free to do its appropriate work, unhindered

was by Romish aggressions on the one hand, or by Barbarian
3 was 3 ravages on the other, the country must have ultimately
from responded to the quickening and ‘elevating power of its
jemi- » ministrations, and risen to a height of moral excellence and

lents material prosperity that would have justified the glowing

and 4 representations of its alleged ancient greatness in which some
‘orth - writers of its history have not hesitated to indulge.

11in- From the fifth Century and onwards to the close of the
stab- 5 eighth, the Irish Church enjoyed a large measure of prosperity.
ls in ‘
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[t was eminently a living and evangelical church, and the
work that it did, during the long interval, in evangelizing
Britain and luge portions of the Continent, through the
agency of the able and accomplished missionaries that went
forth from its communion, must ever be regarded as the
brightest jewel in the crown of its glory. But as the ninth
century opened, the sun of its prosperity began to decline,
and, ere the twelfth had run its course, had gone down in
darkness. Various causes contributed to this unhappy re-
sult, the more important of which claim a brief notice.
Though the Irish Church was essentially Scriptural in its
doctrines and worship from the commencement of its history,
a Romanzing tendency began to manifest itself at a compara-
tively early period within its communion. This tendency
was considerably strengthened by an event that took place
just as the sixth century was hastening to its close.
Christianity was introduced into South Britain at a very
eaaly period, and during the third and fourth centuries the
church in that land was large and flourishing. DBut in
the middle of the fifth century it experienced a serious
reverse. When the Pagan Saxons invaded the country
they waged a war of extermination against all who bore
the Christian name, and the remnant who escaped their
tury sought refuge in Wales. In 597, the same year
in which Columbkille died, the monk Augustine, accom-
panied by forty companions, arrived in England, deputed by
Pope Gregory the Great to attempt the conversion of the
Pagan invaders who had then taken possession of the country.
These Italian missionaries were not long in England until
they came into collision with the British clergy. They
attempted to reduce the native Church to a full conformity
to the Romish model, but the British ecclesiastics were not
disposed tamely to bow their necks to the Romish yoke.
They had received their Christianity from a purer source
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than Rome, and, instead of submitting veadily to the dictates
of the papal delegation, rejected them with indignant disdain.
So decided were they in their opposition, that they even
refused, says one who was then an adherent of the Romish
party, “to join prayers with us in the church, or to sit at
meat at the same table with us in the kindly intercourse of
society.”  Shortly after their arrival in England, these
Romish emissaries turned their attention to Ireland also,
but the Irish clergy, following the example of their brethren
in South Britain, rvepelled their advances, and refused to
hold communion with them. Their interference, how-
ever, was not altogether fruitless. It did much to encouraye
the Romanizing party, who, after a long and arduous
struggle, in the course of which the country was often
involved in civil war and bloodshed, finally succeeded in
reducing the Irish Church to subjection to the See of Rome.
In the early part of the twelfth century, the struggle
agsumed a more definite and determined character. In
1,110, a memorable Synod was held at Rathbreasail, at
which Gillebert, the most zealous Irish advocate of Roman-
ism, and the first apostolic legate ever appointed in Ireland,
presided. This synod inaugurated a complete revolution in
the policy of the Irish church. Hitherto, the parochial
bishops, who were simply pastors of congregations, had en-
joyed the independence of Presbyterian parity ; but by
a decree of this Synod they were placed under the
government of twenty-three bishops and two archbishops.
[t was not to be expected that a decree of so revolutionary
a character would meet with general acceptance. More than
forty years after it was promulgated, it was found to be
very imperfectly obeyed. Multitudes of * parochial bishop-
rics ” still existed. In order to complete the work that the
Synod of Rathbreasail had begun,another Synod was held
in March,3 1152, at Kells, County Mayo, under the presi-
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dency of Cardinal Paparo, the papal legate. At this Synod,
the scheme of episcopal distribution adopted at the former
Synod was enlarged, and no less than thirty-eight dioceses
were now constituted. But this arrangement met with just as
little acceptance as the former. It is certain that sixty-four
years afterwards, it was little more than a dead letter. The
work, however, on which Rome had set her heart, and tor
the accomplishment of which she had long and keenly
struggled, was now on the eve of successful execution.
Ireland, by the gift of the Pope, became an appanage of the
English Crown, and, by the strong arm of the English power,
the Irish Church was forcibly deprived of her ancient purity
and independence, and compelled to yield obedience to the
Papal Supremacy.

Another cause that materially contributed to effect the
decadence and overthrow of the ancient Irish Church was
the frequent irruptions into the country of freebooters from
Denmark and Norway, which began as the eight century
was drawing to a close, and were continued throughout the
two following centuries, and until they were effectually
checked by the memorable battle of Clontarf, under the
celebrated Brian Boru, in the year 1,014. These long-
continued incursions were conducted with great barbarity.
The country was laid waste far and wide, the churches
and monasteries were pillaged and destroyed, multitudes
of the clergy were murdered, and the people who escaped
the general devastation veduced to degrading servitude.
Had Ireland been united under one Sovereign, able to rally
avound him, at such a crisis, a loyal and patriotic people, it
could easily have hurled the invaders from its shores.
But it was so weakened by internal divisions, and dis-

tracted by domestic feuds, that it was incapable of

offering a combined resistance to the daring adventurers,
Some even of the petty potentates of the island were base
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enough, yielding to the promptings of selfish ambition,
to unite with the invaders, and to aid them in their
work of devastation and plunder. Under such circum-
stances, we are not surprised to learn that, in process of
time, the country was reduced to a condition of barbarism,
and that the Church, sadly disabled in all the arms of
her strength, became a readier prey to the inroads of
superstition. When the KEnglish conquest followed in the
twelfth century, and Romanism was forced upon the Irish
people by the strong arm of the English power, the decad-
ence of the church became more marked and accelerated.
The glory of the days was gone, when swarms of accom-
plished scholars and devoted missionaries went forth from
the Irish shores to build up and to propagate the truth in
many lands. Bishops and archbishops were not ashamed to
live in open adultery. The monks and inferior clergy be-

came notorious for the most scandalous profligacy. Learn-
ing was reduced to a very low ebb, and the spirit of true

religion almost wholly disappeared. The people of all ranks

and classes sank intc the grossest ignorance and superstition.

The island, to which the designation ‘“Isle of Saints” had

been accorded for ages, was turned into one of the vilest

dens of iniquity in Christendom, and the misery and wretch-

edness that have never since abandoned its shores became as

widespread as the hovels that dotted its surface and shel-

tered its degraded and demoralized population. Such was
the lamentable condition to which the enforced acceptance of
Romanism speedily reduced the Irish Church and the Irish
people.  And such was the deplorable state in which the
Reformation found both alike when it first claimed thoir
attention. As we contemplate the dark and distressing
picture, and remember that it still continues to furnish no
inadequate representation of the temporal and spivitual condi-
tion of the great majority of the Irish people, we ave cheered
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by the assurance that the light of a better day shall yet
dawn upon the island, rolling away for ever the darkness that
has long overshadowed its hills and vales, expelling from all
its borders the numberless calamities that for ages have
made it a by-word among the nations of the earth, and
diffusing among the thousands and tens of thousands of its
population the varied priceless bless. s that low with un-
erring certainty from the general and cordial reception of

the truth.
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CHAPTER IIIL

THE REFORMATION—IN IRELAND.

The Irish devoted to the Papacy—Unfavourable circumstances attending the intro-
duction of the Reformation — Quarrel of Henry VIII. with the Pope—-Over-
throw of the Pope’s supremacy in England—in Ireland—The Reformation in
the reign of Edward VI.—of Mary—  Elizabeth—Measures for its promotion
in Elizabeth’s reign—Opposition from Rome—Papal bulls—The Jesuits in
Ireland--Rebellion renewed again and again — Its consequences—Wretched
state of the country—The memory of Elizabeth unjustly aspersed.

HOUGH the Irish Church was the last of the
National Churches of the West to surrender its
independence and submit to the supremacy of the
Pope, it has since clung to the servitude it was

ultimately compelled to accept with remarkable tenacity.
For centuries, Irish Romanists have been the most ardent
supporters the Papacy could number among the millions of
its adherents, as well as the most persistent opponents of
evangelical truth. Unhappily the Reformation, when it first
challenged their acceptance, came to them in circumstances
that were ill-fitted to win for it a favourable hearing. It
came to them as an exotic, transplanted to their shores by a
Government they had long been accustomed to regavd with

dislike, associated with the hated domination of foreigners.
No Reformer arose from among themselves, like Luther in
Germany or Knox in Scotland, to instruct them in its prin-
ciples, or to lead them to an intelligent reception of its
message. It was presented to them, not in the fullness of
its own divine excellence, but in a diluted condition, and by
persons whose character, in many instances at least, was
little likely to command their respect. It was urged upon
their acceptance, not by patient teaching and kindly persua-
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sion, but by royal authority, enforced by pains and penalties
that necessarily associated it in their minds with an oppres-
sive tyranny. It found them sunk in the grossest ignorance
and superstition, utterly destitute of a spirit of enquiry, and
content to yield the most abject subjection to a priesthood
hardly less ignorant and degraded than themselves. Tt also
encountered serious hindrances to its reception in the dis-
turbed state of the country, its limited commercial inter-
course, and its want of schools and colleges, and of books
printed in the language of the people.  Yet, unfavourable as
the conditions were that surrounded its early introduction
into the island, had suitable measures been employed to
impart to the people the knowledge of its principles; had
the Scriptures, printed in their own language, been put into
their hands; had persons “instructed into the Kingdom
of Heaven,” ““able ministers of the New Testament,” capable
of declaring to them in their own tongue the wonderful
works of God, been appointed, as speedily as possible and in
adequate supply, to labour among them in word and doctrine,
Ireland would probably have been to-day as largely Protes-
tant as either England or Scotland. Ignorant and super-
stitious as the people were, in spite of their priesthood, who
opposed with vehemence, and often with violence, the dis-
semination of the truth among them, they evinced on several
notable occasions no little interest in the new learning by a
remarkable eagerness to possess themselves of copies of the
Scriptures, and to be made acquainted with their contents.
And, in every instance in which able, earnest, evangelical
ministers were appointed to labour among them, such as
Bale of Ossory, they manifested marked readiness to give
heed to its claims, and not a few of them cordially embraced
its principles and became earnest in its profession and zealous
in its propagation.

The Papal supremacy in England was always distasteful
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to a portion of the people, and on more than one occasion
their sovereigns manifested a very decided disposition to cast
it off as an intolerable burden. With strict historical accu-
racy, Shakespeare, in one of his plays, represents King John
as sending a message to Pope Innocent I1I. that—
o« « « e s i ‘¢No Italian priest
Shall tithe or toil in our dominions ;
But as we, under heaven, are supreme head,
So under Him, that Great Supremacy,
Where we do reign we will alone uphold,
Without the assistance of a mortal hand.
So tell the Pope, all reverence set apart
To him and his usurped authority.”
But the power of the priesthood, whose interests lay in
maintaining the servitude, was too strong even for them, and
all their efforts for its abolition only resulted in humiliating
lefeat. At length Henry VIII. succeeded in throwing oft
the hated yoke, transferring to himself the ecclesiastical
authority the Pope had exercised for centuries,
Henry was crowned king in 1509, being at the time in
the eighteenth year of his age. In 1521, when the Reforma-
tion was thrilling all Germany, he entered the lists as an

antagonist of ¢ Martin Luther, the heresiavch,” and in
return for his polemical book upon the Sacraments, was
honoured by Leo X. with the title of « Defender of the
Faith.” Little did either of them imagine that the same
hand that had so valorously supported the Papal cause
would, ere long, deal it one of the heaviest blows it had
ever received.

Prince Arthur, the eldest son of Henry VII., was mar-
ried Nov. 14, 1501, to Catherine, daughter of Ferdinand,
King of Spain. The Prince, however, died in the following
April, and his thrifty father, unwilling to restore the dowry
of so great an heiress, conceived the idea of uniting the
young widow in marriage with his other son, the future
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Henry VIIL - Marriage with a deceased brother’s wife
being contrary to the canon law, he procured a bull of dis-
pensation from Pope Julins II., and the nuptials were duly
solemnized shortly after the accession of the royal bride-
groom to the throne of his ancestors. In process of time
several children were born to the wedded pair, but they all
died in infancy, with the exception of Mary, who lived to
become Queen in future years. It is said that the King
began at an early period to entertain scruples regarding tie
lawfuiness of his marriage, and that the death of his chil-
dren awoke within his mind a superstitious feeling that his
scruples had received divine confirmation. Dissatisfied with
his position, and in the hope of obtaining immediate relief,
he made his scruples known to the Pontiff, who, doubtless,
would have at once acceded to his wishes and granted him a
divorce, had he mnot been restrained by the fear of giving
offence to Charles V., Emperor of Germany, the most
powerful potentate of his time, and nephew of the womaa
whose honour and interests were at stake. The negotiations
that followed, and that were carried on for years, need mno
further reference. On one pretext or another the Pope
managed to delay the decision. By the advice of Cranmer
Henry consulted the universities at home and on the Conti-
nent, and obtained from not a few of the best canonists in
Europe a judgment in his favour. Fortified by this decision,
and exasperated by the temporizing policy of the Court of
Rome, he broke with the Papacy altogether, and by royal
edict issued on the 9th of June, 1534, declared the Pope’s
authority at an end in his dominions. Parliament, which
by several previous Acts, had greatly curtailed the Papal
supremacy, now abolished it altogether, and, by public
statute, ordered ¢ That the King, our Sovereign Lord, his
heirs and successors, Kings of these realms, shall be taken,
accepted, and reputed the only supreme head on earth of
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the Church of England, called the ‘¢ Anglicana Keclesia.”
This was followed by other measures which greatly
diminished the ecclesiastical power, and powerfully drew the
higher classes to the support of the policy of the King. The
monasteries were suppressed, the mitred abbots removed
from the Upper House, and their lands divided among the
nobility and gentry.

Thus, the kingdom of England was severed from the
Papacy. The separation, however, was little more than
political. Romanism was still the national creed. The King
himself continued to the end of his days to hold firmly by
almost all its superstitions. Meanwhile, however, evangelical
religion was making steady progress among the people, and
ere the century had completed its course had reached an
ascendency which it has never since lost, and which, we
hope, it will never cease to retain.

After Henry had consummated his quarrel with the Pope
by publicly rerouncing his supremacy, he lost no time in
enforcing his own ecclesiastical authorvity in every part of
his dominions. In 1535, he sent commissioners to Ireland
to proclaim the royal supremacy and to demand the sub-
mission of the prelates. Of the agents whom he employed
on this important errand, the most active was George Brown,
who had been provincial of the Augustinian order in KEng-
land, and who was consecrated Archbishop of Dublin in
March of the same year. On his arrival in Dublin the voyal
commissioner summoned a meeting of the principal clergy
and nobility of the kingdom, and laid before them his instruc-
tions. Nothing, however, was accomplished. The clergy,
headed by Archbishop Cromer of Armagh, refused compli-
ance with the royal mandates, and for nearly a year no
further effort was made to secure submission. But in May
of the year following, a meeting of Parliament was held at
which the royal wishes found the fullest recognition in
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several stringent enactments by which the King was declared

the supreme head of the Church on earth, the authority of

the Pope was solemnly renounced, the supporters of the
Papacy were declared guilty of high treason, all appeals to
Rome were strictly forbidden, several relicous houses were
dissolved, and all persons who should slander the King, or,
on account of these innovations, style him usurper or
tyrant, were made subject to severe penalties. But though
the royal supremacy was thus publicly acknowledged and
declared, little was done to promote the religious reformation
of the country. It is true, Archbishop Brown, at the express
command of Lord Cromwell, the King’s favourite Minister
in England, ordered images and velics, that had so largely
ministered to superstition. to be removed from the churches.
He also published for the use of the clerzy a form of prayer
in English, containing petitions for the Catholic Church,
the King, and some others, which were to he taught to the
people. Translations into Kuglish of the Lord’s Prayer, the
Hail Mary, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments besides
were put into circulation. Yet, so little was done that was
really fitted to promote the spiritual instruction of the people
that it is doubtful if, when the King died, there was even
one intelligent professor of the Reformed faith in all Ulster,
Connaught or Munster.

During the reign ot Edward VI., the Reformation made
rapid strides in England, but havdly any real advancement
was perceptible in Ireland. A new Primate, Dowdall, who
had been appointed in 1543, was secretly devoted to the
Papacy and adverse to all changes both in dogma and in
ritual. His influence, it is true, was somewhat counteracted
by the efforts of Archbishop Brown, at whose suggestion a
royal proclamation was issued requiring the English Common
Prayer Book to be used throughout the kingdom in the

celebration of Divine worship. One section of the bishops
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leclared acquiesced in this arrangement, and the new service was
ority of accordingly celebrated for the first time in ¢ Christ Church ”
of the Cathedral, Dublin, on the Easter Sunday of 1551. In the

eals to ; same year, instructions were given for rendering the whole
s were Prayer Book into Irish, but unhappily these instructions

ing, or, were not carried out.

per or Though by such means the Reformation was publicly
though : recognised and outward conformity to the Established worship

«d and enforced, the great majority, both of the clergy and people,
mation still adhered to the tenets and practices of the Church of

IXPress ome.  Accordingly, when Mary, who was a bigoted
inister Romanist, ascended the throne, they immediately openly
largely iy returned to the Romish ritual. The Papal supremacy was
arches, 4 re-established ; the prelates who favoured the Reformation

prayer 5 were ejected from their sees, whilst those—the great majority

'hurch, 5 —who complied with the new order of things were left
to the -'1 undisturbed in their positions, The persecutions of the
er, the 3 Protestants. of KEngland in this reign, which earned for
sesides 4 this feeble-minded and tanatical queen the infamous designa-

ab was tion of ¢ Bloody Mary,” form one of the darkest and saddest
people 1 chapters in the history of South Britain. Strange to say,
. even 4 Ireland escaped the exterminating fury of the bigoted and
Tlster, merciless sovereign. The number of Protestants appears to
g have been too few and insignificant to provoke any ap-

mad® prehensions for the security of the Romish faith in this

ement E favoured “island of saints.” Ireland, therefore, became an
[, who A asylum for the persecuted Protestants ot England, who, being
o the well instructed in Christian truth and zeaious in its propaga-
nd in - tion, did more during their sojourn to promote the cause of
racted E" the Reformation in the island than had hitherto been accom-
ion a o plished by all the royal proclamations and other authoritative
nmon ,‘ measures that had been put into operation. It was soon

n the 3 made manifest, however, that the safety they enjoyed would

shops = not be of long continuance. In May, 1556, Viscount Fitz-



41 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND.

walter entered on his duties as Viceroy, and the instructions
he received from his royal Mistress in rvelation to religion
supplied no uncertain indication of her purpose to root Pro-
testantism out of the country. The Lord-Deputy and his
Council were required “by their example and all good means
possible to advance the honour of (GGod and the Catholic
faith ; to set forth the honour and dignity of the Pope’s
Holiness and See Apostolic of Rome ; and from time to
time to be veady, with their aid and secular force, at the
request of all spiritual ministers and ordinaries, to punish
and yepress all heretics and Lollards, and their dammable
sects, opinions, and errors.”  The Irish Parliament met in
June of the same year, and among the Acts that it passed
was one providing for the punishment of heretics. It
revived three statutes made in the reigns of Richard IIL.,
Henry IV., and Henry V., which declared that ¢ all persons
preaching or teaching, or evidently suspected of preaching or
teaching, against the Catholic faith” might be arrested by
the diocesan, tried at his discretion, and, refusing to abjnrve
ov relapsing, delivered to the secular army and burnt for the
terror of others.  Though the royal intentions were thus
sufficiently made manifest, it does not appear that anyone in

Ireland suffered for religion during the five years that Mary

sat upon the throne. There can hardly be a doubt, however,
that had her reign extended only a short period beyond
the limits of its actual duration the same bloody scenes that
darkened the history of England would have been re-enacted
on Irish soil.  Shortly before her death she issued a com-
mission to the Viceroy at Dublin to proceed with vigour in
the detection and punishment of Protestants within his
Jjurisdiction ; but before the commission reached the hands
of her Majesty’s representative the Queen was no more, and
a Protestant Sovereign had taken her place on the throne.
The accession of Elizabeth was an event fraught with con-
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. sequences to the Reformation ab 1 be diffic
Sbiotions sequences to the Reformation that it would be difficult to

. . erestimate. It put an end to the persecutions that h:
o religion overestimat pu the persecutions that had

; 3 B ; R (AT (g
a6t Pros 8 swept over England with ruthless severity during the pre-
riand his vions reign. It lent such encouragement to the friends of the

od means new learning that through their zealous exertious, evangelical

Catholic E truth speedily attained to the ascendency over the national
e

10 Pope’s ' conscience that it retains at this hour. It arrayed the whole
time to power of England on the side of the Reformation at a time
e, at the when it pecnliarly needed the shelter of a strong and friendly

o punish arm. It opened up an asylum to which Protestants, driven by

AT persecution from other lands, could flee for refuge. Had the

y el 3 ike her sister arv. ¢ 1 P 1 y
e etiin new Sovereign been, like her sister Mary, a blind and bigoted

t passed Romanist, in whose bosom an intense fanaticism had extin-
ics. It

guished every sentiment of humanity, and in whose purposes
- o ay imbedded a fixed determination to restore the Papac
ard 1L, ] lay imbedded a fixed determination to restore the Papacy

o its former supremacy within the kingdom, the 3
| persons to its former supremacy e gdom, the whole

ching or history of the Rcfurnmt.iun, as well as of .lillxglaml{(l itselt, would
sted by have borne a very different complexion. Pr.obcst:mtism,
y abjure 1 with all the great Powers of Europe combined for its
fm: the E extinction, would have been almost certainly crushed

ey out of existence ; and the Knglish nation, deprived of the

yone in quickening impulse that the Reformation imparted to all its
i 4 most vital interests, would have remained at a long distance
it Mary i ) g

owever, from the greatness that now gives to the British Empire the

foremost place among the nations of the earth,

beyond : i i
es that i The accession of Elizabath was eminently favourable to

Sinoted the interests of the Reformation in Ireland, as well as in

L oom England, Protestantism was vestored as the national and

jour in established religion of the country ; the outward symbols of

ol i 2 Romanism were abolished; the use of the Common Prayer
Bands ; Book was enforced, and the people obliged to attend the

toiand. B public services of the National Church. Early in 1567, a
'

onb: creed was also provided for the new Establishment, entitled
e “A Brief Declaration of Certain Principal Articles of
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Religion.” These articles were twelve in niunber, and were

the same as were adopted in England in the beginning of

this reign. They set forth the leading doctrines of Christi-
anity, recognise the royal supremacy, and protest against the
mass as a propitiatory sacritice.  For nearly half a century
they continued to be the acknowledged creed of the Irish
Church.

The same fatal error, however, that had hitherto marked
the history of the Reformation in Ireland, was renewed.
Little was aimed at beyond outward conformity to the estab-
lished ritual. No adequave effort was made to enlist the
intelligence of the people on the ride of the truth. It was
an essential principle of the Reformation that Divine service
should be conducted in the language of the worshippers.
But, in the case of Ireland, this common sense principle was
shamefully neglected. Though the great mass of the people
knew no language but their native Irish, in the desire to
Anglicize the country, it was enacted that Divine service
should be conducted in the English language, and that where
the officiating clergyman did not understand English the
Latin tongue should be used. For the regular celebration of
Divine worship, even after this fashion, no suitable provision
was made. Several of the sees were allowed to remain
vacant, and multitudes of the parishes shared a similar fate.
Many of the churches were allowed to sink into utter ruin,
and when, after a long lapse of years, incumbents were
appointed, were found to be unfit for use. Unhappily,

the incumbents that were appointed .were, in very many
instances, grossly unfit for their sacred functions. The Poet

Spencer, speaking from personal observation, describes them
in these terms :—‘ Ye may find gross sinning, greedy covet-
ousness, fleshy incontinence, careless sloth, and generally all
disordered life in the common clergyman —they neither read

the Scriptures, nor preach to the people, nor administer the
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Clommunion,

But Baptism they do, for they christen, yet
after the Popish fashion.”

[t is pleasant, whilst noticing the feebleness and futility
of the efforts to evangelize Treland, that were made during
the earlier days of the Reformation, to record one or more
notable exceptions.

As the sixteenth century was drawing to a close, Trinity

College was established at Dublin, mainly for the purpose
of supplying well-trained pistors to the National Church.
As early as 1569 a project had been set on foot for the
erection of such an institution, but it was not till 1593 that
it took practical shape. 1

was built on the site of the old
Monastery of All-Hallows, on a plot of ground called

Hogzgin Green, and the funds necessary for its erection were
raised by public subseription. The

foundation stone was
1592, and it was noted as a curious
and auspicious circumstance that in a climate noted for its
humidity, not a shower of rain fell by day to retard its
erection till the building was completed. On January 9,
1593, it was formally opened for the reception of students,
of whom one of the earliest enrolled was James Ussher,
afterwards Archhishop of Armagh, famous as a theologian
and antiquarian, and uncle of the more celebrated primate
of the same name. Happily, it was founded on a liberal
basis.  Its doors were open to all classes of the Irish people.
Walter Travers, an eminenc Presbyterian minister, was the
first regular provost, and two of the first fellows, James
Fullerton and James Hamilton, were of the same creed,
The former was afterwards knighted and the latter was

lnid on March 13,

subsequently raised to the peerage under the title of Lord
Cianeboy, and became the founder of the family of which
the present Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, better known
as Lord Dufferin, is the representative. In 1598, Travers ’
retired from the office of provost, and, in 1601, Henry !
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Alvey, a man of the same religious principles, was chosen to
iill the vacancy. The distinction between Conformist and
Noncomformist, which had been already carrvied to so great
an extent in England was, at this period, unknown in
Iveland.  Conformity in all respects to the Established ritual
was not pressed upon the Irish Protestant clergy. Ministers
of all the Reformed Churches possessed of learning and zeal
were eligible to appointments, and this wise and judicious
arrangement continued in operation till the time of the
infamous Laud, in the ill-starred reign of Charles I., when
absolute and entire conformity was rigorously enforced.
Under the operations of this charitable comprehension, the
Protestant Church attained to a measure of progress that
otherwise would have been impossible.

It is pleasant, also, to record that the education of the
people generally was not altogether overlooked. By an Act
of Parliament passed in 1569 scliools were ordered to be
erected in the principal town of every diocese, under the
direction of English schoolmasters, of whose salary one-third
was to be paid by the bishop, and the remainder by his
clergy. Had this measure been faithfully carried out it
would have done much to improve the condition of the
peasantry and to promote all the material and moral interests
of the country ; but unhappily, like Irish reforms generally,
it was allowed to sink into abeyance.

Shortly after the passing of this Act an attempt was
made to enlighten the people and to diffuse the knowledge
of the truth among them through the medium of their own
langnage.  Nicholas Walsh, chancellor of St. Patrick’s,
Dublin, and John Kearney, treasurer of the same cathedral,
introduced into Dublin Irish types and a printing press,
furnished at the expense of Queen Elizabeth, and obtained
an order from the Government for printing the Liturgy in
the native tongue, and for setting apart, in every principal
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ien to town, a church for conducting Divine service in the Irisl
t and ; language. The want of an adequate supply of qualitied
great [ teachers robbed this eminently judicious scheme of much ot
vn in 3 its efficiency, yet it is said that, so far as it was put into
ritual . operation, it was singularly successful in furthering the
isters progress of the Reformation among the natives.

1 zeal It is not to be supposed that the change in the national
‘cious ki faith in Treland, introduced and enforced by royal authority,

f the 4 awoke no public resistance. Kven in King Hemry’s time,
when when little more was attempted than the abolition of the
weed.  ’" Papal supremacy, the machinations of the Papacy resulted
, the in open rebellion. As soon as the Pope was made aware of

that 3 the attempt to overthrow his authority in Ireland he

1 despatched instructions to Cromer, Archbishop of Armagh,
f the i and his clergy, requiring them to put forth the most
L Act strenuous exertions for the maintenance of the Papal
0 be jurisdiction. By a Bull, framed in 1535, but not published

: the @ till 1538, Pope Paul III. excommunicated the offending
third 5 Sovereign, declared him dethroned, dissolved all leagues
vy his between him and other Catholic princes, and consigned him
ut it - to eternal damnation. An agent also was sent to Ireland to
f the stir up the native chiefs against Henry’s government. The
rests :' Papal emissary, aided by the active zeal of the priesthood,

ally, . ever foremost in fomenting rebellion against the English

rule, found little difficulty in accomplishing his mission. A
was confederacy was formed, under the leadership of O’Neil, the
ledge most powerful of the northern chieftains, and a desperate

own attempt made to restore the Papal supremacy and cast off
ick’s, the hated yoke of Britain. But the attempt, like all similar
dral, 4 attempts before and since, ended in disaster. Lord Leonard

ress, 4 Grey, the Viceroy, with a large body of troops under his com-
ined ; mand, met the insurgents at a place called Bellahoe, on the

y in 4 borders of Meath, and gave them a signal overthrow. Shortly
cipal ; after, encouraged by the addition to their ranks of Murrough
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O’Brien, Prince of Thomond, they renewed the attempt, fhi
but with still ‘less success. Awed by such prompt and o
decisive assertions of British power, all the chieftains of any the
consideration, as well as the clergy in all places where She
English rule was supreme, acknowledged the royal e
supremacy and submitted quietly to the ecclesiastical revo- o
lution. v
This submission, however, which at the time appeared to wit,
be cordial and general, was not of long continuance. An i
era of insubordination and rebellion commenced soon after G
that can hardly be said even yet to have come to a close. e
The cause of the change is not far to seek. F Fim
In 1540 the Jesuit Society, instituted by Ignatius Do
Loyola, for the purpose of stemming the progress of the Tousi
Reformation, received the sanction of the Pope. In the i

following year two of the leaders of the new organization— 4 B

John Codure and Alphonsus Salmon—were appointed to tha

visit Ireland. Almost from that fatal hour the western Wion
isle has been the constant scene of the Society’s baneful supr
operations, presenting, in consequence, the melancholy they
spectacle of a land rent by dissension and strife, overrun : Sl
by turbulence and disorder, deluged with anarchy and crime, 1 and |
sedition and murder, sunk in ignorance and poverty. For a ] agait

time the machinations of the Jesuit emissaries bore little 4 W

fruit. The Irish chiefs had not yet forgotten the lessons woult
that 1ecent defeats had impressively taught them, and were outse
in no humour to listen to disloyal counsels. The Jesuits, R
however, were not idle. If rebellion were found to be toulte
impracticable in the meantime, other means could be em- 3 whiok
ployed to promote the object it was their mission to accom- ] and p
plish. Moving about stealthily from place to place, they lay w
constantly traversed the country, holding meetings, defend- 3 LY
ng the peculiarities of Romanism, misrepresenting the i the B

doctrines of the Reformation and vilifying the character of

argun
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tempt, its most prominent supporters, stirring up discontent
pt and among the people, and inflaming their minds with hatred of
of any : the British rule. At length they succeeded in inducing
where A Shane O’Nell, the most powerful dynast of the North, to
royal ; rise in arms against the Government, and for years Ulster

revo- was overrun by the flames of a civil war, which, when it

] was finally terminated, left a large part of the province almost
red to withont an inhabitant. In 1567 this daring disturber of

An

the public peace was killed at Cushendun, in a drunken
v after

carousal, by the Macdonnels, and two years afterwards
the Irish Parliament passed an Act for the attainder of
himself and his associates in rebellion. Thus more than the
one-half of Ulster became vested in the Crown, and the wav
to some extent prepared for the colonization of this province,

n the which took place in the following reign.
ion— :

ed to

close.

natius
f the

But defeat was insufficient to turn aside the Jesuits from
the prosecution of their aim. Baffled in the attempt to
stern ‘: wrest Ireland from the grasp of England, and to restore the
neful 3 supremacy of the Pope in the island by the force of arms,
choly they had recourse to the spiritual artillery of the Vatican,
xrrun which, in days of yore, had often been found to be irresistible,

rime, and procured from the Pope a decree of excommunication
n ‘ . .
for ¢ against Elizabeth.

little
ssons

When Elizabeth became Queen, it was hoped that she
would lend her support to Romanism, and, though irom the

were 1 outset she manifested strong Protestant leanings, the hope
uits, was not abandoned. With the view of inducing her to return

o be : to his fold, Pope Pius IV., in May 1560, sent her a letter in

em- which he addressed her as his ‘““dearest daughter in Christ,”

som- and promised her any reasonable length of compliance which
they lay within the compass of his station, offering even the cup
end- to the laity in the observance of the Supper, and the use of

the the English liturgy. But all his blandishments and soothing

r of arguments were of no avail ; his proposal was unhesitatingly
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rejected. The Queen remained inflexible. At length, his
successor, Pius V., lost patience, and, in February 1570,
launched against her, a bull of excommunication. In this
blasphemous document he affirms that ¢ He who reigns above,
to whom all power in heaven and earth is given, has con-
signed his one holy Catholic Church, out of which there is no
salvation, to the sole government of St. Peter, the prince of
the Apostles, and his successor, the bishop of Rome. This
successor he has constituted supreme over all nations and
kingdoms, to root out and pull down, to build and to plant.”
“Out of the plenitude of our Apostolic anthority,” he con-
tinues, “we declare Elizabeth a heretic, and an encourager of
heretics, and that those who adhere to her lie under the cen-
sure of an anathema, and are cut off from the unity of the
body of Christ. We likewise declare Elizabeth deprived of
the pretended right to the throne, and of all dominion,
dignity and privileges whatsoever, and that all the nobility
and subjects of the said realm who have sworn to her in any
manner whatsoever are for ever absolved from any such
oaths, and from all obligation of tidelity and allegiance. .
We likewise command all the nobility, subjects, and others,
that they do not presume to obey her orders, commands, or
laws for the future; and thoss who act otherwise are in-
volved in the same sentence of condemnation.”

The effect of such a fulmination of Papal authority upon
an ignorant and excitable population who had been long
taught to regard England with bitter hatred, and to cherish
the most ardent devotion to the Papacy, it is easy to antici-
pate. A large number of the chieftains throughout the
country, undismayed by the remembrance of former defeats,

flew to arms, and the people in crowds rushed to their
standards. The King of Spuin, whose enmity towards
Elizabeth as a favourer of the Reformation had heen
intensified by the rejection of an offer of marriage that he
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had urgently pressed upon her acceptance after the demise
of Queen Mary, again and again came to their aid with
large reinforcements, and for years the island was kept
in the throes of rebellion. When the ardour of the insur-
gents, under the chilling influence of repeated disasters,
showed symptoms of declining, the Pope was on hand with
fresh thunderbolts from the inexhaustible storehouse of his
spiritual armoury to rouse their flagging zeal. Thus, in 1579,
Gregory XIII issued a Bull addressed ¢ to all the prelates,
princes, earls, barons, and the entire clergy, nobility and
people of the kingdom of Ireland, calling upon them to
ally to the support of Fitzmaurice, one of the most power-
rul of the chieftains who took an active part in promoting
the rebellion; and for the purpose of provoking them to
prompt and united action, admonishing and exhorting them
“not to be afraid of a woman who, having been long since
bound by the chain of owr anathema, and growing more and
more vile every day, has departed from the Lord and the Lord
Srom her,” and granting to all of them who, ¢ being contrite
" should
in any way aid in the good cause, “a plenary indulgence

and confessing, or having the purpose of confessing,

and remission of all sins in the same form as is commonly
granted to those who set out for the wars against the Turks
and for the recovery of the Holy Land.”

But all was in vain. Neither the thunders of the
Vatican, nor the numbers and valour of the insurgents, nor
the soldiers of Spain availed to overthrow the hated power
of England and restore the reign of the Papacy. In every
important encounter in the battle-field the English arms
were invariably triumphant. At length, after a long and
destructive contest, conducted with great barbarity on both

sides, the rebellion was effectually suppressed and peace
re-established. The country—long before so desolate-—had

now sunk to a condition of appalling wretchedness.
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Thousands had perished in battle ; and so long had the
till se of the soil been mneglected, and so unsparing had
been the destruction of the produce of the field, that a
still Jarger number died of famine. Extensive tracts of
country in the South, which had been the chief theatre of
the rebellion, were turned into a desert, where the slightest
sound of life rarely broke the stillness of the scene. So
areat was the destitution that the survivors were content
to “eat the dead carrions—happy when they could find
them-—yea, and one another soon after, insomuch as the
very carcases they spared not to scrape out of their graves,
and if they found a plot of water-cresses or shamrocks, there
they flocked as to a feast.” The state of things in the North
was little better. There, too, rebellion issued in its wonted
tailure and wretchedness. About twenty years after the
suppression of the revolt under Shane O’Neill, as already
recorded, Hugh O’Neill, one of the same family, and the
most powerful among the Irish chieftains of his time, under
the special patronage and encouragement of the Pope—who
lost no opportunity of fomenting rebellion in Ireland—
renewed the attempt to overthrow the Knglish rule and
restore the ascendency of the Papacy. This noted chieftain
had sought to ingratiate himself with the Queen, and,
by the profession of unbending loyalty, had succeeded in
obtaining from her the restoration of the forfeited title of
the Earl of Tyrone, and also of the large estates claimed by
his family. His professions of loyalty, however, were
merely a pretence. As soon as a favourable opportunity
occurred he showed himself in his true character, and raised
the standard of rebellion. But, though the Pope came to
his aid with the whole weight of his spiritual authority, and
the King of Spain sent him supplies of troops, arms, and
ammuuition, his attempt ended in failure and disaster. The

few successes that at the outset had encouraged his arms
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ad the : were speedily followed by crushing defeats, so that he was
2 had | compelled to sue for mercy. With his overthrow the civil

sthat a wars that had raged in the isl: 1 during a large part of the

cts of 5 reign of Elizabeth, and for the existence of which the plots
tre of . and intrigues of the Jesuits were mainly responsible, may
ghtest be said to have come to an end, leaving the island in a large
o So measure depopulated, and in such a state of devastation and
mbent wretchedness that, in the language of Lord Mountjoy, who
1 find had commanded the English forces during the latter part of
s the the oft-renewed contest, it was ‘ nothing but carcases and

raves, ashes.”
there The memory of Elizabeth has been loaded with much un-
North merited opprobium by Romish writers. The Virgin Queen

onted has been charged with relentless persccution of the Irvisk

v the ) Catholics during the whole of her reign. But the allega-
ready tions on which the charge is made to rest arve, for the most
d the “: part, the creations of malice and hatred. It is certain that
ander s during the forty-five years she sat upon the throne, not

—who 3 a single individual among them suffered death for his

wnd— religious opinions. She even treated them with indulgence,
> and as long as they were loyal to their allegiance ; but, when

sftain i they engaged in secret conspiracies and sought to overthrow
and, her government through the agency of treason and rebellion,
ed in 4, she did not hesitate to treat them with merited severity.
ile of 1 When priests and prelates came into the country as the

sd by emissaries of the Pope, for the express purpose of fomenting
were sedition, and, in the execution of their treasonable mission,

ity . taught the people that the Pope’s excommunication had

aised . divested Elizabeth of her right to the throne, and exhorted
e to i them to renounce their allegiance, and offered them indul-

, and 4 gences to induce them to rise in open revolt, it is not to be
and =,: wondered at that the detection of their guilt was followed
The 4 by just retribution. And when these priests and prelates

arms A died, they suffered mnot because they were Romanists, not
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because they prayed to the Virgin Mary, or adored the
Saints, or believed in Transubstantiation, but because they
engaged in secret conspiracies to subvert the government
aud the law of the country, A proclamation, issued by the
Queen in October 1591, against the entrance of Jesuits and
seminary priests into the Kingdom makes this sufliciently
evident. * We have saved our Kingdom,” said the Queen,
in this manifesto, ** by the efficacy of the laws enacted against
rebels, and those guilty of high treason, and not against
religion, as has been falsely advanced by the favouvers of
those base views; which is the more flagrant (evident) from
criminal suits having been instituted in which none were
condemned or put to death ewxcept for treason, and for their
avowal, that they would aid and assist the Pope and his
army if sent to invade our realms. It is a matter also of
notoriety that mone of our subjects have been put to death
Jor their religron, inasmuch us many possessed of riches, and
professing a contrary belief to ours, are punished neither
in their propecties, their lives, nor their freedom, and
are subject only to pay a certain fine for their refusal to
frequent our churches—which is, on our part, a clear
refutation of the aspersions and calumnies that have been
propagated in foreign countries by those who have fled
from their own.” Elizabeth had good cause to regard with
suspicion the whole Romish priesthood. Everywhere, under
the inspiration and guidance of the Jesuits, they were united
in a standing conspiracy to overthrow Protestantism and the
power of England as the head and front of that offending.
The Bartholomew massacre, and the slaughter of Coligny
and the Huguenots in France, and the oft-recurring Autos-da-
Fé in Spain, showed that there was no crime to which they
were not prepared to resort in order to accomplish their
object. The Spanish Armada was an undertaking in which

their fiendish purpose found expression on u gigantic scale.
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1 the ; The life of the Queen herself was placed in daily peril by
they : their machinations. In 1571, the King of Spain, with the

ment full knowledge and approval of the Pope, sought to carry
y the out a scheme that had been hatched by Roberto Ridolfi,

s and a Florentine, to seize and murder the Queen as she was
ently quitting London for the country, in August or September.

uneen, ; Towards the close of the same year, the Duke of Alva sent
ainst e two Italian assassins to England to attempt her life by

ainst j poison or otherwise.  Kighteen months afterwards, two other
s of assassins, pensioners of Philip of Spain, came to Brusscls

from o to consult with the Duke of Alva in regard to her murder.
were : Romish writers delight to vilify this great sovereign,

their and to insult her memory ; but as the true facts become
1 his known, ler character stands vindicated from all their
so0 of croundless and malicious aspersions.  When her own e,
leath ; and,—what was of still greater importance,—the life of the

and nation and the interests of veligion were placed in imminent
tther b peril, she would have been grossly negilent of her most solemn
and 3 oblications if she had not had recourse to such drastic
Ul to : measures  as  the exigencies  of  the hour imperatively
clear demanded.
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CHAPTER 1V.

THE ULSTER PLANTATION, AND THE RISE OF THE PRESBY-
TERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND.,

Accession of James VI of Scotland to the throne of England—Hopes of the Roman-
ists — disappointed — Conspiracy and Rebellion—A large portion of Ulster
forfeited to the Crown-—New Colonization scheme —Highly successful—par-
ticularly in Antrim and Down- A blessing even to the Native Irish-— English
Puritans and Scotch Presbyterians in increasing numbers settle in Ulster
Congregations formed —Ministers appointed—The fathers and founders of the
Irish Presbyterian Church— Results of their labours,

H % suppression of the rebellion under Hugh O’Neill,
and his submission to the Royal authority were fol-
lowed by a few yecars of peace in Ulster. There
was no abatement, however, in the hatred with

which the English rule was generally regarded, nor in the

plots and intrigues of the Jesuits to effect the restoration of

Ireland to the Papal supremacy. It was certain that as

soon as a favourable opportunity would present itself,

the attempt to cast oftf' the British yoke, and to reestab-
lish the Papacy would be renewed. In the estimation
of many, the accession of James VI. of Scotland to the

English throne was an auspicious occurrence. It was con-

fidently expected that the son of Mary Stuart, sprung by

collateral descent from Malcolm Canmore, and consequently
related to the blood royal of Ireland, would regard the

Romish interest with favour. But, when it was found that

this expectation was not to be realized, the old game of

treason and rebellion was resumed. The two great Northern
dynasts, O’'Donnel, Earl of Tyrconnel, and O’Neill, Earl of

Tyrone, united in a secret conspiracy to overthrow the

Government, but before their plans were ripe for execution,
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they were led to suspect that their treasonable designs had
been discovered.  Knowing that they were unable to contend
successfully with the power of England, and that their guilt
was too great and had been too often incurred, to warrant
the slightest hope of a vepetition of royal clemency, they
sought safety in flicht, and left their native shores, never to
return.  Soon after their flight, another Northern dynast
perished in a bootless rebellion, and thus estates in the six
Counties of Derry, Donegal, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Cavan, and
Armach, to the extent of a half a wmillion of acres, w re
forfeited to the Crown.,

These forfeitures prepared the way for carrying out a
scheme that had been attempted on several tormer occasions,
but that was destined only now to be put into successtul
execution. James wisely resolved to settle Ulster with
colonists from England and Scotland, whose energy and
enterprise were certain to improve the condition of the
country, and on whose loyalty and devotion the Government
could rely in times of danger. Every precaution was taken
to prevent the failure that had attended former experiments
of a like kind, and to ensure success. The plan of settlement
was drawn up by the celebrated Lord Bacon, and its execu-
tion entrusted to Lord-Deputy Chichester, founder of the
present Donegal faily, and Sir John Davies, the Attorney-
General. The grants of Land to the new settlers were not
to exceed respectively a thousand, fifteen hundred, and two
thousand acres. In these several grants, a proportion of

sixty, ninety, and one hundred and twenty acres was

allocatea for the support of the clergy in addition to the
tithes. Provision was also made for the endowment of free
schools in the principal towns. The settlers were to be of
three classes ; first, English and Scotch, who were to plant
with tenants from their own countries ; secondly, servitors
in Ireland, that is persons who had served the King in any
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civil or military capacity, and who were not restricted in the
choice of tenants ; ‘and, thirdly, the native Irish, who were
all to be freeholders, and who were to plant with those of
their own nation and religion. The British settlers were
required to pay to the Crown an annual rent of six and
eightpence, the servitors, of ten shillings, and the Irish, of
thirteen and fourpence, for every six acres. In addition,
“ the occupiers of the largest proportion were bound within
four years to build a castle and bawn—the bawn was a
walled enclosure, usually with towers at the angles—and to
plant on their estates forty-eight able men, eightecn years
old or upward, of English or Scotch descent. Those of the
second class were obliged to build, within two years, a strong
stone or brick house and bawn, and those of the third a
bawn, while both were bound to plant a proportionate
number of British families on their possessions, and to have
their houses furnished with a sufficiency of arms.”

The new plantation was not confined to the forfeited
counties. It extended more or less to the whole province,

and in point of fact found its speediest and most successful
accomplishment in the present Counties of Down and
Antrim.

Con O’Neill, one of the great family of the O’Neills of
Ulster, owned extensive tracts of land in these counties,
which, as the penalty of his disaffection and attempis at

vebellion became escheated to the Crown.  Sir Arthur
Chichester, Sir John Clotworthy, Mr. Conway, and other
Knglish gentlemen had already obtained large grants of lands
in Antrim ; and now, Hugh Montgomery, of Broadstone, in
Scotland, who subsequently became Lord Montgomery of the
Ards, and James Hamilton, another native of Scotland,
whose name has been already mentioned in connection with
the establishment of Trinity College, Dublin, managed to se-
cure a large portion of the newly-forfeited estates in Down,
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1 the [t was obviously the interest of the new proprietors to
were settle their lands as speedily as possible with able and indus-
se of trious tenants, and to offer such terms of tenancy as should

Wors secure such a result. Accordingly, English Puritans, and,
and in still larger numbers, Scotch Presbyterians began to pour
ot ) into Ulster, carrying the Protestant religion with them,
) | J

sion, E planting the germs of law and civilization, and laying the

thin ) foundation of the prosperity that, ever since, has distin-
S _ guished this northern province from the rest of Ireland. So
l to 4 rapid was the process of settlement that, as early as 1615—
ot 5 just five years after its commencement—no less than 107
the castles with bawns, 19 castles without bawns, 42 bawns
ong without castles or houses, and 1897 dwelling houses of stone
Al . or timber had been erected. Only a few years further on
\ato ; and the whole country assumed a new and improved aspect.
v : The wretched hovels that had previously sheltered a rud:

: and lawless peasantry were supplanted by substantial and

ted comfortable dwelling houses, tenanted by a highly industri-
ce, ous and orderly population ; lands that had long been little
ful better than a barren waste, yielding a miserable subsistence
wnd to a thriftless and indolent race, were transformed, as if by

magic, into well-tilled farms that rewarded the intelligent

of and laborious occupants with abundant harvests ; meadow
es, stretches where the lark had seldom found a rival to chal-
at lenge the empire of its song were made vocal with the
i S bleating of the sheep and the lowing of the cattle that in
o ample flocks and herds fattened upon their vich pastures ;
s old and almost deserted cities were replenished with inhabi-
in : tants ; new towns sprang into existence, and, in every dir-
he ection scenes of busy industry met the =ye. The long reign

d of disorder and desolation, of rags and wretchedness, of
th : improvidence and want, was over. The whole province
je- thrilled with the pulsations of a new life, and, like a giant
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refreshed by a long sleep, awoke to run a race of unwonted
prosperity and progresss.

In Antrim sand Down, the process of settlernent was
peculiarly rapid. In the former, Sir Arthur Chichester, Sir
Hugh Clotworthy, Mr. Conway, and other proprietors were
diligent in their efforts to improve their estates, and it was
not long till they had the satisfaction of seeing their lands
occupied by a large band of able and successful colonists, and
the foundations laid of such towns as Antrim, Ballymena,
Belfast, Carrickfergus, and Lisburn. In Down, the Lords
Montgomery and Hamilton were, if possible, still more
active and successful in their endeavours to effect the settle-
ment of their newly-acquired possessions. “ Having a good
bargain themselves,” says a contemporary writer, ‘ they
make some of their friends sharers as free-holders under
them. Thus came several farmers under Mr. Montgomery,
centlemen from Scotland, of the names of the Shaws, Calder-
woods, Boyds, of the Keiths from the North. And some
foundations are laid for towns and incorporations, as New-
ton, Donaghadee, Comber, Old and New Grey Abbey. Many

Hamiltons also followed Sir James, especially his own
brethren, all of them worthy men ; and other farmers, as the
Maxwells, Rosses, Barclays, Moores, Bayleys, and others,
whose posterity holds good to this day. He also founded
towns and incorporations, viz. Bangor, Holywood, and

Killileagh, where he built a castle, and Ballywalter. Those
foundations being laid, the Scots came hither apace, and be-

ame tenants willingly, and subtenants to their countrymen

(whose manner and way they knew), so that in a short time

the country began again to be inhabited.”

The towns of Coleraine and Londonderry had been built
at a yet earlier period in the history of the Plantation by
the Corporation of London, which had attained possession of
a large part of what had been called the County of Coleraine,
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but which was now named, after its new proprietors, the
County of Londonderry.

The new settlement proved a blessing even to the native
Irish themselves. Under the old Brehon law, which ruled Ire-
land from the fifth to the seventeenth century, the condition of
the great mass of the people was little better than that of
slaves. They were completely at the mercy of the chiefs of
their septs, who might remove them at any moment from
one district to another, or expel them from the territory
altogether. The cultivators of the soil were mere tenants at
will, who had no sccurity that the lands they tilled one year
would be theirs the next. They were thus deprived of all
the incentives to industry, and exposed to the evils of indol-
ence ; for what inducement could they have to attempt any
improvement either in their dwellings or in their modes of
husbandry, when they knew not how soon they might lose
their tenements. They were also branded with social infer-
iority. They were denied the profession of arms. They could
neither act as jurors, nor appear as witnesses, nor inherit
property. They were,moreover,subjected to several excessive
extortions at the hands of their Chieftains, and kept in
poverty by frequeni robberies. The idle kernes and gallow-
glasses—vagabond ¢“gentlemen” who lived by the sword, and
who were the hangers-on of the great families—might at any
time quarter themsclves upon them, and devour their sub-
stance. But, under the new 7égime, all this was altercd.

Their civil rights were recognised and protected. The
badge that stamped them as un inferior race was removed.
The lands they cultivated were held by a tenure with which
none could interfere ; oppressive exactions were abolished ;
robberies of their property were repressed with a firm hand,
and idle “ gentlemen ” could no longer force themselves upon
their hospitality. Besides, mingling with the new settlers,
they necessarily caught somathing of their spirit, and, profit-
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ing by their example, rose to a condition of social existence
that offered a strong contrast to the abject degradation and
squahd misery of other days. Many of them also passed
over into the ranks of Protestantism, and became orderly and
peaceable in their habits, and loyal subjects of the British
Crown.

It was not all plain sailing with the new settlers. The
“marshiness and fogginess” of the island, which long and
internecine wars had reduced to the condition of a wilder-
ness, generated a disease that proved fatal to many of them;

)

and the “ woolfe and the wocdkerne” imposed the necessity
of constant watchfulness for the safety of their lives and
property. Yet, in spite of all the dfficulties and dangers
that attended the new enterprise, it flourished amazingly.
The stream of immigration never ceased to flow, and, though
checked at times by the unsettled state of the country and
still more by the violent efforts of the bishops of the
Establishment to compel uniformity of worship, it con-
tinued to roll on in increasing volume till the close of the
century. In 1580, the total population of the island
was probably half a million, with hardly a protestant
among them. In 1641, the population had increased to a
million and a half, including 260,000 protestants, chiefly in
Ulster, and very largely Scotch. Between 1690 and 1698,
no less than 80,000 Scots passed into Ulster. It is not
surprising, therefore, to find it stated by a writer of the last
century that this province, particularly in the eastern part
of it, including the two great counties of Down and Antrim,
which at present comprise about one seventh of the population
and one sixth of the valnation of the rateable property of
the whole island, became another Scotland in language, and
manners, and religion.

The history of the Presbyterian Church in Iieland dates
from the Ulster plantation, of which a briet account has now
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THE REFORMATION, 65
been given. As early as 1610, a large number of Preshy-
terians, for the most part, from Scotland, had settled in the
province ; and as the new scttlers multiplied congregations
were organized, and public worship established according to
the forms of the Presbyterian Church.  Providentially, these

rations had hardly well taken shape till they were
supplied with able and devoted pastors, with very few ex-
ceptions from Scotland, who were driven by persecution
in their own land to seck refuge in the new settlement
in Ulster.

On the death of Elizabeth in 1603, the direct succession
in the Tudor line ceased, and James VI, of Scotland, who
was the great-grandson of Margarvet, eldest daughter of
Henry VII of England, obtained by inheritance the Knglish
Crown, thus uniting in his own person the sovereimty of
both countries. James was brought up in the national
church, whick, it is well known, assumed at the Refor-
mation the marked Presbyterian type that it retains at
this hour. In his youth, he had for tutor the cele-
brated George Buchanan, a Presbyterian; when he was
married, the nuptial ceremony was performed by his own
chaplaiin—David  Lyndsay, the only Scotch Presbyterian
minister who evir united a royal pair; when he brought his
young bride home from Denmark, and wished to have her
solemnly crowned, he chose Robert Bruce, one of the min-
isters of Edinburgh to place the crown upon her brow : on
the same occasion, “ Melvillle, assuming the Laureate, read his
noble poem, the Stephaniskion.” These things would seem
to indicate that he hod strong Presbyterian leanings,
and if we are to accept an address that he delivered
about the same time (1590) to the General Assembly
as  the certain exponent of his sentiments, we should
certainly come to the conclusion that his attachment to

the religion of his Kingdom was wawrm and genuine, In
&
bh)
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that address “he fell forth praising God that he was born
in such a time as the time of the light of the gospel—to such
a place as to be king in such a Kirk, the sincerest Kirk in
the world.” “The Kirk of Geneva,” he continued ¢ keepeth
Pasche and Yule; what have they for them? they have no
institution.  As for our neighbor Kirk in England, it is an
evil said mass in English, wanting nothing but the liftings
(the elevations of the host). I charge you, my good people,
ministers, doctors, elders, nobles, gentlemen, and barons, to
stand to your purity, and to exhort the people to do the
same ; and I, forsooth, so longas I brook my life and crown,
shall maintain the same against all deadly.” Perhaps the
King was sincere when he uttered these words, but it is
certain they were far from conveying his real sentiments.
He had at an early period in his life contracted a partiality
for the Episcopal polity as favourable to those exaggerated
ideas of hereditary and indefeasible prerogative that ulti-
mately drove his family from the throne, and a corresponding
dislike to Presbytery as essentially democratie, and at varviance

with his kingly assumptions. His dislike to Presbytery found

vent as early as 1584, In that year the parliament, which
was only too ready to comply with the royal wishes, passed
se.eral acts that were subversive of the rights hitherto
enjoyed by the church. By one, the King was declared to
be supreme in all causes, and over all persons, and to decline
his judgment was pronounced to be treason. By another,
all convocations, except those specially licensed by the King,
were declared to be unlawful. By a third, the chief juris-
diction of the church was lodged in the hands of the Episcopal
body. These enactments awoke a feeling of resentment
throughout the country, and an agitation for their abrogation
was set on foot which eight years afterwards reached a success-
ful issue. Among the clergy there were several who stood
boldly forward, on the occasion, in the defence of the church,
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and in the maintenance of her rights. Among these, Andrew
Melville, whose services to the cause of Presbyterianism in
Scotland are only secondary to those of Knox, was the most
conspicuous.  With the fearless courage of one of the old
prophets in dealing with the Kings of Israel, this intrepid
ecclesiastic did not hesitate to remind the royal despot that
there were ‘“‘two kings and two kingdoms in Scotland.
There is Christ Jesus, the King, and His kingdom the Kirk,
whose subject King James V1. is, and of whose kingdom,
not a king, nor a lord, nor a head, but a member. And
they whom Christ has called and commanded to watch over
his church, and govern his spiritual kingdom, have suflicient
power of Him and authority so to do, both together and
severally, which no christian king should control or dis-
charge, but fortify and assist.” Though the King, at the
time those unwelcome words fell upon his ears, af-
fected to look pleased, he was yet more than ever resolved
on getting rid of Presbytery, of which, on one occa-
sion, he irreverently declared that “it agreeth as well
with monarchy as God and the devil,” and to establish
prelacy in its stead as a system more in harmony with the
unwarranted conceptions he had formed of his royal au-
thority. He was wont to say, “no Bishop, no King.”
Accordingly, when he succeeded to the English Crown, and
thereby acquired an immense accession to his power, he
promptly took measures to give effect to his resolution. The
church was deprived of the right to hold General Assemblies,
except at the royal discretion. Andrew Melville, whose
fearless assertion of her rights and priviliges he had not

forgotten, was thrown into prison on a frivolous pretext,

where he languished for three years, when he was allowed
to accept an invitation to become Professor of Divinity at
Sedan, where he spent the remainder of his days; the well-
known five articles of Perth, intended to bring the church
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of Scotland into entire conformity with the church of England
were imposed at the royal dictation, and the clergy who
refused compliance subjected to severe persceution.

It was during the time that these events were transpiring
in Scotland that the Plantation of Ulster was going on,
and there can be no doubt that the success that attended the
enterprise was, in a measure, due to their existence. The
agreeable prospect not only of a very decided improvement
in their wordly condition, but yet more, of a happy release
from the persecution that was rampant in their own land,
very naturally induced multitudes of Scotchmen to pass over
into Ulster, the shores of which lay to many of them, at
least, almost within sight, and where, as the new settlement

arew and prospered, they were sure to find another Scotland

to welcome their arvival. Happily, at this particular period,
the Irish Established Church, though nominally Episcopal,
was distinguished, as already indicated, by the spirit of an
eminently wise and comprehensive tolerance. James Ussher,
its primate, had strong Presbyterian leanings. In early
youth he had been taught by a Presbyterian tutor, and in
later years he had studied at a college pervaded largely by
the leaven of Presbyterianism. The position of this eminent
divine in relation to religion may be learned from the creed
that he prepared for the use of the Irish Church, which
was adopted as the creed of the Establishment by a convo-
cation of the Archbishops and Bishops and the rest of the
clergy of lreland held at Dublin in 1615. This famous
formulary, after which, some thirty years later, the yet more
famous Westminster Confession of Faith was modelled,
consists of one hundred and four articles, divided into nine-
teen sections, and is thoroughly evangelical. It sets forth
with great distinctness those views of the divine decrees so
lucidly propounded by the Great Reformer of Geneva. It
teaches that the Scriptures are able to instruct sufficiently
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in all points of doctrine and duty, and that we arve justified
by faith without our own works or merits. Tt makes no
mention of the three orders of bishops, priests, and deacons ;
and it ignorves the necessity for episcopal ordination. Tt
declarves that the Lord’s day is wholly to be dedicated to the
service of God, and that the bishop of Rome is ¢ that man
of sin foretold in the Holy Seripture, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and abolish with the
brightness of his coming ”  The adoption of this liberal and
evangelical creed by the Irish National Church opened the
door for the reception of Presbyterian ministers within the
pale of the establishment, so that any such, with a perfectly
good conscience, could minister at its altars and sharve in its
dignities.  Accordingly, when ministers of the Church of
Scotland sought refuge from persecution in their native
land among their fellow countrymen in Ulster, they were
readily received into the bosom of the National Church, and
allovred to conduct divine service after their own Seriptural
fashion within their several parvishes.

Among the faithful and devoted ministers who about this
time settled in Ulster, a few deserve special notice as men of
eminent zeal and abundant labours, and as the founders of the
Presbyterian Church in Treland.  Of these, the first in point
of time is Edward Brice, M.A. Mr. Brice had for many years
been minister in Drymen, in Stirlingshirve ; but being obliged
to leave the kingdom in consequence of his refusal to
acknowledge Spotiswood, Archbishop of Glasgow, permanent
moderator of the Synod of Clydesdale—the expedient then
adopted for foisting prelacy upon the Scottish Church—he
removed to Ulster in 1613, and scttled in Broadisland or
Ballycarry in Antrim, in the immediate neighbourhood of
Wm. Edmonston, & former and intimate friend, who, four
years before, had scttled in the same locality. Six years
afterwards, he was promoted by his conntryman, Bishop



70 PRESBY 'ERTAN CHURCIH IN IRELAND.

Echlin to be prebendary of Kilroot, but he continued to labour

still in his former charge which was part of the prebend.

Though, in his public ministrations, he confined himself

exclusively to the Presbyterian mode of worship, he con-
tinued till his death, npwards of twenty years afterwards, to
preach in the pavish church, and to enjoy the tithes of the
benefice. ¢ In all his preaching he insisted most on the life
of Christ in the heart, and on the light of his word and
spirit in the mind.”

Mr. Hubbaid, a Puritan minister from England, is the
next to claim our notice.  He was episcopally ordained, but,
having renounced prelacy, he was settled as minister of a
nonconforming congregation at Sonthworth, London. King
James, after his accession to the Knglish Crown, had declaved
that he would either make the Puritans conform, or he
would harry them out of the kingdom. Mr. Hubbard was
one of those whose principles were too deep-rooted to be
easily abandoned. He was consequently **harried out of
the kingdom,” and strange to say, his congregation resolved
to accompany him in a body. On the invitation of Sir
Arvthur Chichester, who had been a fellow student with
him at Cambridge under the celebrated Cartwright,
both he and his people settled at Carrickfergus, in 1621,
He was not, however, permatted to labour long in Ireland.
He died about two years after his arrival, and his people,
deprived of their much loved pastor, returned to England.
Blair speaks of him as “an able, gracious man,” and the
fact that his people were ready to share with him in his
exile rather than lose his ministrations furnishes a yet
more decisive testimony to his worth. Mr. Hubbard was
succeeded in Carrickfergus by James Glendinning, A. M.,
a native of Scotland, who had been educated at St. Leonards
College, St. Andrews.  Besides Cwrrickfergus, Mr. Glen-
dinning also took charge of the adjoining parish of Carnmoney,
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a plurality that we, on this side the Atlantic, can easily
understand, and that was fully justified by the existing
deficiency in the supply of ministers.

Two vears previous to Mr. Hubbard’s scttlement at
Carrickfergus, another Englishman, John Ridge, A. M., also
a vietim ot the persecution of the times, on the presen-
tation of Sir Avthur Chichester, was admitted to the pastorate
of the congregation of Antrim. Blair styles him ‘¢ the
judicious and gracious minister of Antrim,” and Livingstone
says of him that ¢ he used not to have many points in his
sermon, but he so enlarged those he had, that it was searcely
possible for any heaver to forget his preaching.  HHe was a
great urger of charitable works, and a very hnmmble man.”

Whilst congregations in Antrim were being thus supplied
with able and zealous pastors, Down, with probably a still
lager Presbyterian population, was not left altogether un-
occupied.  Robert Cunningham, A.M., fromn Scotland, heads
the list of the long array of Presbyterian ministers who have
lived and laboured in that fine county, often appropriately
described in these days as “ the Yorkshire of Ireland.”

Mr. Cunningham had been chaplain to the Iarl of Buc-
cleugh’s regiment in Holland, and when the troops returned
to Scotland, he removed to Ireland, and was admitted to the
charge of Holywood and Craigavad by Bishop Echlin, on
the 9th of November, 1615.  “To my discerning eye,” says
Livingstone, “ he was the one man who most resembled the
meekness of Jesus Christ, in all his carriage, that ever I
saw 5 and was so far reverenced of all; even by the wicked,
that he was oft troubled with that Scripture, ¢ Woe to you
when all men speak well of you.”

Kight years after Mr. Cunningham’s settlement at Holy-
wood, Robert Blair was settled in the neighbouring parish
of Bangor. Mur. Blair was by fur the ablest and most dis-

tinguished of the Presbyterian ministers who as yet had
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settled in Ulster.  He had been a vegent or professor in the
College of Glasgow, but had been obliged tc resign his
situation because of his opposition to prelacy. On the invi-
tation of Lord Claneboy, he removed to Ireland, and after
preaching three Sabbaths to the congregation of Bangor, he
received a unanimous invitation to become their pastor.
His very decided opposition to episcopacy and the use
of the liturgy, it was feared, would prove obstacles to
his settlement, but the difficulty was happily got over by an
expedient suggested by the bishop of the diocese in which
the claims of episcopacy and presbytery were alike recog-
nised. “ Whatever you account of episcopacy ” said the
bishop, in reply to Blair’s scruples, “yet I know you account
a presbytery to have divine warrant ; will you not receive
ordination from Mr. Cunningham and the adjacent brethren,
and let me come in among you in no other relation than a
presbyter.” ¢ This,” says Blair, in his narrative of the
occurrence, “I could not refuse, and so the matter was
performed.”

Blair was one of the most eminent ministers at this time
in Ireland. He was an accomplished scholar, an acute and
powerful reasoner, and a fluent speaker,—all his great
gifts and acquirements were combined with the most ardent
piety. It is recorded of him that he often spent whole
nights in prayer. During the administration of Wentworth,
better known as the Earl of Stratford, he suffered much per-
secution on account of his unyielding adherence to the Pres-
byterian cause, and was at length compelled to leave Dangor,
and retarn to Scotland. Here he became colleague to M.
William Annan, at Ayr, and was afterwards removed to St.
Andrews. The celebrated Dr. Hugh Blair, of Edinburgh,

author of the well-known ¢ Lectures on Rhetorie,” was his
ereat grand-son.

Mr. Blair, shortly after his settlement at Bangor, was the
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means of inducing James Hamilton, nephew of Lord Clane
boy, to devote himself to the service of the chuvch. Mr.
Hamilton had been educated for the ministry in Scotland,
but had hitherto given himself to secular pursuits.  In 1625,
having yielded to Mr. Blair’'s urgent pursuasion, he was
inducted into the congregation of Ballywalter, where he
Iaboured with great diligence and success for many years.
These seven brethern are usually regarded as the fathers
and founders of the present Preshyterian Church in Iveland ;
but in this honourable distinetion, Josias Welsh, Andrew
Stewart, George Dunbar, and John Livingston, have un-
questionably a right to share. Welsh was a son of the
celebrated John Welsh of Ayr, who was married to Elizabeth,
third daughter of John Knox, the great Reformer. He
arrived in Ireland about the year 1626, and was settled,
first at Oldstone, and afterwards, at Templepatrick, County
Antrim, where “he had many seals to his ministry.” His
preaching was of a peculiarly awakening and rousing charac-
ter, and from this circumstance, he was known among the
country people as “the cock of the conscience.” Andrew
Stewart was settled at Donegore, County Antrim, in 1627,
Livingston describes him as “a man very straight in the
cause of God,” and styles him, “a learned gentleman, and
fervent in spirit, and a very successful minister of the word
of God.” Dunbar was for a length of time minister of Ayr,
and was twice ejected in Scotland by the High Commission
Court for his inflexible adherence to the Presbyterian cause.
“When the messenger of the Court came to his house the

second time, a young daughter of his, turning, said, ¢ And

is Pharoal’s heart hardened still?’ while all that Mr. George
said was to his wife, to provide the creels again.  For, the
former time, the children being yonng, they behoved to carry
them away in creels upon horseback.” He was detained a

prisoner at Blackness for a long time, but being at length
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released, he was banished by order of the Privy Couneil,
and soon after removed to Tveland.  He laboured success
ively at Carvickfergus and  Ballymena, and ultimately
settled at Larne, where he proved a most diligent minister.
Livingston had been assistant in the pavish of Torpichen,
Scotland, but, on account of his opposition to prelacy, he
was silenced by Spotiswood, Archbishop of St. Andrew’s in
1627. On the invitation of Lord Claneboy, he removed to
Ireland in 1630, and was settled as pastor of the congregation
of Killinchy. His ordination was conducted in the saume
way as that of Blair as already recorded. Though his
ministry in Killinchy was of but short continuance, it was
eminently successful, and that fine Preshyterian parish bears
still the impress of his fuithful labours. Under the adminis-
tration of Wentworth he suffered much persecution, and was
utlimately obliged to leave Ireland and return to Scotland,
where in 1638, he was admitted minister of Stranraer, from
which charge he was, ten years afterwards, translated to
Ancrum in Teviotdale. During his ministry in Stranraer,
great numbers from Ireland, largely of his former parishioners
in Killinchy—on one occasion to the number of five hundred
—went over at the stated celebration of the communion to

receive that ordinance from his hands. After the fall of

Strafford, the Killinchy people made several efforts to regain
his services; but the pastoral relation between him and them
was never renewed.  Towards the close of his life he was one
of the Commissioners sent from Scotland to confer with
Charles II. regavding his return from exile, and the opinion
that he then formed of the young King was one that
was bitterly verified in the experience of the Scottish
people during “the killing time,” when the Covenanters
stood by their cause with stubborn bravery through all those
years whose echo rings through Scotland to this hour.
After the restoration, he was called before the authorities,

and,
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and, refusing to take the oath of allegiance pledging him to
acknowledge the King to be supreme over all persons, and
in all causes, civil and ecclesiastical, lie was banished from
the kingdom. In April, 1663, he went to Rotterdam, and,
in December of the sane year, was joined by his wite.  The
last years of his life were spent in private studies and in
peace. He died at Rotterdam on the 9th of May, 1672. Two
others, Johm McClelland and John Semple ave entitled, in this
connection, to a passing notice. Thongh they were never set-
tled in congregations in Ireland, they bore an honoured share
in laying the foundations of the Irish Presbyterian Church.
McClelland was a school-master at Newton-Ards, County
Down, where he prepared several promising yonng men for
entering College.  As he was a man of scholarship, well in-
structed in the Scriptures, and of undoubted piety, he was
often employed by neighbouring ministers to preach in their
pulpits. John Semple was a man of a similar stamp.
Though not possessed of the scholarship of MecClelland, he
had greater and more popular gifts of utterance. He
laboured extensively in evangelistic work in County Down,
and “was a happy instrument in converting many souls to
God.”

These early fathers of the Irish Presbyterian Church were
worthy to fill the position that, in the providence of God,
and under the guidance of the Great Head of the Church,
was assigned them. They were all men of talent and scholar-
ship, being, with havdly an exception, graduates of one or
another of the universities of the day, and some of them
Professors.  Most of them were gentlemen by birth, and
some of them were scions of noble houses. Edward Brice
was a brother to the Laird of Airth ; Robert Blair and
others were by birth of a like social standing. James
Hamilton, as previously stated, was a nephew of Lord

Claneboy ; Livingston was a great grand-son of Alexander,
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fifth Lord Livinagston, and Josias Welsh held  the same
relationship to Lord Ochiltree.  What is better, they were
all men of true piety and deep-seated principle, thoroughly
versed in divine truth, strongly attacked to Presbyterianisin,
and, as their lives showed, ready to suffer the loss of all
things rather than renounce the cause they loved. The
impress they gave to the church they founded has never
been effaced.  Like letters chiselled in the durable rock, it
is as marked and manifest to-day, as, when, amid labours
abundant, it was first traced in outline.  Among all the
members of the Presbyterian family, there is none that
stands  more firmly and resolutely by the faith they
taught or that adheres more closely and inflexibly to
the simplicity and purity of Scriptural worship than the
church they planted in Ireland.  Though few in number,
and beset with many difliculties, they did more for that

land than all its other public servants of their own or of

several previous genc ations.  They established the princi-
ples of true religion within its borders to a larger extent
than had been previously accomplished from the time that
the Reformation first touched its shoves. They began a
work in Ulster, now the finest and most populous of its
provinces, that converted it from being one of the most
turbulent, disorderly and unprogressive sections of the
kingdom into the most peaceable, law-abiding, and pros-
perous.  And when the work they began shall have reached
its culmination and the faith they propagated shall have
achieved the peaceful conquest of its entire population
that is assuredly enrolled among its furture trinmphs, the
whole land, lifted up out of the ignorance, poverty, and
crime that have for ages darkened its history, shall become
resplendent with the glory of the material and moral ex-
cellence that never fails to spring from the prevalence

and supremacy of a pure gospel.
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CIHTAPTER V.
PROSPERITY AND PERSECUTION,

The Church growing apace  Remarkable Religious Revival at Oldstone

()];]uwiA
tion from Romish Priests and others

I'ersecution bheeun Uniformity of
The Preshyterian Ministers driven from their parishes, and
obliged to leave the country —Some undertake to go to New England —The
Kagle Wing — Failure of the enterprise

worship enforced

Religious revelution in Scotland
Thus, an asylum opened to the banished ministers - More persecation Tyr-
anny of Wentworth ~The Black Oath— All Scots to be banished from Ulster

Fall of Strafford - IHis trial and exceution— Beheading of Laud and Charles,

his associates in tyranny and oppression.

S ALREADY indicated, the ministers whose names
are recorded in the foregoing chapter, were all men
of high Christian character, and the fact that they
chose to suffer exile rather than submit to an un-

scriptural mode of worship shows that they were also men

of strong religious convictions, as well as of deep personal
piety. Seldom has the Church of Christ in any land been
favoured with a band of more faithful and devoted servants.

As their aim was to revive and extend true religion within

the field of their labours, they exhibited unwonted diligence

in their endeavours to promote this great object.  What one
of them, Mr. Blair of Bangor, says of himself, may be fairly
regarded as a just description of the fidelity with which
they severally discharged the functions of their office.

“I preached twice every week, besides the Lord’s day,”

says that eminent divine, “on all which occasions I found

little difticulty as to matter or method. But finding still
that this fell short of reaching the design of a gospel
ministry, and that the most part remained vastly ignorant,

I saw the necessity of trying a more plain and familiar
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way of instructing them; and, therefore, besides my
public  preaching, T spent as much time every week as
my bodily strength  could hold out with, in exhorting
and catechising them. . . . knowing that diversity of
gifts is entertaining to the hearer, Mr. Cunningham (of
Holywood) and I did frequently preach for one another,
and we also agreed to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper four times in each of our congregations annually, so
that those in both parishes who were thriving in religion did
communicate together on all those occasions.”  In dispensing
the communion, though in an Establishment nominally
episcopal, they all adhered to the Presbyterian usage ; and,
in their preaching they were no less united in proclaiming
the distinguishing doctrines of the theology which in
these days, is more frequently associated with the name
of Calvin, and which, in those times, was universally
maintained throughout the three National Churches of the
empire. Their support, in some cases, was derived from
the tithes of the parishes that enjoyed their labours, and,
in others, from a stipulated amount, paid directly by the
patron, in licu of the tithe which was received directly by him-
self, supplemented occasionally by astipend from the people.
Other things peculiar to Presbyterian polity were not neg-
lected.  They had deacons for the poor, and elders for disci-
pline. As they were few in number, and surrounded by many
who had little sympathy with their Christian zeal, and who felt
their own indolence rebuked by the activity and success of
their labours, they were drawn together into frequent fellow-
ship, and found an outward bond of union in monthly
meetings usually held at Antrim, to which “as to a solemn
invigorating feast, they diligently resorted accompanied by

the more religious portion of the people.”

Livingston
describes these meetings as follows :—*“ We used ordinarily

to meet the first Friday of cvery month at Antrim,
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my Z where was a great and  good  congregation, and that
Je as -' day was spent in fastine and prayer, and public preach-
< as K » Pl 3 1

rting ing.  Commonly two preached every forenoon, and two

ty of in the afternoon.  We used to come together the Thurs-
1 (of day’s night before, and stayed the Friday’s night after,

ther, and consulted about such things as concerned the carry-

ord’s : ing on of the work of God; and these meetings among
y, 80 omrselves were sometimes as profitable as either presbyteries

1 did . or synods.  Such ag laid religion to heart used to con-
1sing vene to these meetings, especially out of the Six-mile-water
nlly ; valley, which was nearvest hand, and where was the greatest

‘ number of religious people ; and frequently the Sabbath
anda, = | b] |

ine after the Friday’s meeting the communion was celebrated in
ning ) 2

1 in . one or other of our parishes.  Among all the ministers,

|ame 9 there was never any jar or jealousy ; yea, nor amongst the
sally professors, the greatest nmunber of them being Scots, and
the o some good number of very gracious English; all whose
from i contention was to prefer others to themselves,  And although

and, the gifts of the ministers were much different, yet it was not
the & observed that the people followed any to the undervaluing of
him- others. . . . . I©do not think there were more lively

ople. ; and experienced Christians anywhere than were these at

neg- o this time in Ireland. . . . . The perpetual fear that
isci- the bishops would put away their ministers made them with

1any great hunger wait on the ordinances. I have known them

) felt come several miles from their own houses to communions,

38 of 3 to the Saturday’s sermon, and spending the whole Saturday’s
low- - night in several companies; sometimes a minister being with
thly 3 them, and sometimes themselves alone, in conference and
emn : prayer. They have then waited on the public ordinances

| by ‘:‘ the whole Sabbath, and spent the Sabbath night in the same
ston way, and yet at the Monday’s sermon were not troubled
wily with sleepiness, and so they have not slept till they went
rim, , home.  In those days, it was no great difficulty for a minis-
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ter to preach or pray in public or private, such was the
hunger of the hearers, and it was hard to judge whether
there was more of the Lord’s presence in the public or pri-
vate meetings.

These monthly meetings were begun as early as the year
1626, and grew out of a remarkable religious awakening
which began in the previous year, and which, as the first
important incident in the history of the Irish Preshyterian
Church, is entitled to special notice. It has been said that

““ He who of greatest works is finisher,
Oft employs the weakest minister.”

This religious revival is a striking illustration of the state-
ment. It first began to make itself distinctly visible under
the ministry of the Rev. James Glendinning, who, of all the
brethren, was the least likely to initiate such a movement.
Its history may best be given in the words of a narrative of
the period. “ Mr. Blair coming over from Bangor to Car
rickfergus, on some business, and occasionally hearing Mr.
Glendinning preach, perceived some sparkles of good in-
clination in him, yet found him not solid but weak, and not
fitted for a public place and among the English, on which
Mr. Blair did call him, and, using freedom with him, advised
him to go to some place in the coun®y among his country-
men, wherenpon he went to Oldstone, near the town of
Antrim, and was there placed. He was a man who would
never have been chosen by a wise assembly of ministers, nor
sent to begin a reformation in this land.  For he was little

better thau distracted, yea, afterwards did actually become

s0.  Yet this was the Lord’s choice to begin with him the
admirable work of God ; which I mention on purpose that
all men may see how the glory is only the Lord’s in making
a holy nation in this profane land, and that it was not by
might, nor by man’s wisdom, but by my spirit, saith the Lord.
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At Oldstone, God made use of him to awaken the con-
sciences of a lewd and secure people thereabouts.  In seeing
the lewdness and ungodly sinfulness of the people, he
preached to them nothing but law-wrath, and the terrors of
God for sin.  And in very deed, for this only was he fitted,
for hardly cowud he preach any other thing. But, behold
the success | For the hearers finding themselves condemned
by the mouth of God speaking in His Word, fell into such
anxiety and terror of conscience, that they looked on them-
selves as altogether lost and dammed ; and this work
appeared not in one single person or two, but multitudes
were brought to understand their way, and to ery out, ‘men
and brethren, what shall we do to be saved?’ I have seen
them myself stricken into a swoon with the word ; yea a
dozen, in one day, carried out of doors as dead, so marvel-
lous was the power of God smiting their hearts for sin,
condemning and killing.  And of these were none of the
weaker sex or spirit, but indeed some of the boldest spirits,

who formerly feared not with their swords to put a whole

market-town in a fray, yet in defence of their stubbornness

cared not to be in prison and the stocks, and being incorri-

gible, were so ready to do the like the next day. I have

heard one of them, then a mighty strong man, now a mighty

Christian, say that his end in coming to church was to con-
sult with his companions how to work some mischief. And
yet at one of these sermons was he so catched, that he was

fully subdued.  But why do T speak of him ¢ we knew, and
yet know multitudes of such men who sginned and still
glovied in it, because they feared no man, yet are now

patterns of society, fearing to sin because they fear God.

And this spread throughout the country to admiration,

especially about that river, commonly called the Six-mile-
water, for there this work began at first. At this time of

people’s gathering to Christ, it pleased the Lord to visit
6
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mercifully the honourable family in Antrim, so as Sir John
Clotworthy, and my lady, his mother, and his own pre-
cious lady, did shine in an eminent manner in receiving
the gospel, and offering themselves to the Lord ; whose
example instantly other gentlemen followed, such as Captain
Norton, and others, of whom the gospel made a clear and
cleanly conquest.”

As the revival proceeded, several of those in the parish of
Oldstone who had become subject to its gracious influence
began to meet together on the last Friday of every month
for “prayer, mutual edification, and conference on what
they found within them.” At first, only a few attended,
but, in a short time, the number became so great that « the
ministers who had begotten them again to Christ thought
fit that some of them should be still with them to prevent
what hurt might follow.” Accordingly Mr. Ridge, the
minister of Antrim, “ perceiving many people on both sides
of the Six-mile-water awakened ont of their security, made
an overturc that a monthly meeting might be set apart at
Antrim, which was within a mile of Oldstone, and lay cen-
tral for the awakened persons to vesort to.” The proposal
was eagerly embraced ; the Antrim meetings were com-
menced ; the parish church was selected as the place of
assembly ; the ministers of Down and Antrim willingly
attended, and Sir John Clotworthy, the Lord of the soil, was
forward to lend his sympathy and support. These meetings
were eminently beneficial, and did much to direct and
extend the great revival movement that was in progress at
the time; crowds resorted to them from all quarters, the
religious influence that attended them spread far and wide,
and, unlike some of the so-called revivals of our times, did
not expire with a few weeks of fanatical excitement. ¢ This
blessed work of couversion, which was of several years con-

tinuance, spread, says Blair, one of the ministers, beyond the
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bounds of Antriin and Down to the skivts of neighbouring
counties. . . . Preaching and praying were so pleasant
in those days, and hearers so eager and greedy that no day
was long enough, nor any room great enough to answer their
strong desires and large expectations.”

This vemarkable movement, as was to be expected, awoke
opposition. The Romish priests became alarmed, two
friavs, trained at Salamanca, Spain, noted for their contro-
sial powers, challenged Blair and Welsh, two of the

Presbyterian ministers, to maintain their doctrines in a public

discussion.  The challenge was promptly accepted, and the
terms of discussion speedily arranged.  But when the ap-
pointed day arrived, the friavs, deeming discretion the better
part of valour, fuiled to make their appearance. Strange to
say, several Episcopal clergymen seemed disposed to take up
the challenge the friars had abandoned, and Mr. Blair was
at length obliged to break a lance with one of them, whose
name was Freeman. The subject of discussion was the doc-
trine of reprobation, one of the confessedly difficult questions
of Calvinism ; but the ardent champion of Arminianism
proved no match for his able and learned antagonist, and on
the second day he was forced to -vetire in discomfiture from
the contest.

Opposition of a more formidable character awaited the
Presbyterian ministers of Ulster. They never were, in any
true sense, dissenters from the Establishment, but were
rather comprehended in it by a wise and liberal arrange-
ment which allowed them to be inducted into livings and
enjoy the tithes. As they refused to accept prelatic orders,
the bishops, in deference to their scruples, joined with the
Presbyterian ministers in their several localities in ordaining
them. They were also wont to meet with the bishops for
mutual consultation. Several of them

were even members
of the Convocation of 1634, which was specially convened to
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effect, o union between the  inglish and  Trish Churches,
But now this wise and judicious arrangement was relent
lessly abandoned.  In England, high church principles had
heen rapidly gaining ascendancy, and, in consequence, con-
formity had begun to be rigorously enforced.  With the
elevation of the infamous Laud, Bishop of London, to the
See of Canterbury, the troubles of Non-Conformists were
greatly increased.  In Ireland, the same principles hegan to
prevail, and the same policy to be pursued.  Presbyterian
ministers, after thirty years’ possession  were, in many
instances, ejected from their parvishes, and abandoned to
penury and want.  Ussher, the Primate of Avmagh, who
was always the warm friend of the Presbyterian clergy, did
what he could to shelter them from the storm, but, as the
event proved, he was utterly unable, notwithstanding his
high character and position, to afford them the protection he
desired.  In June, 1630, Blair and Livingston, then on a
visit to their native land, were present at the celebrated
revival of the Kirk of Shotts ; and their proceedings on that
occasion gave great offence to the abettors of ritualism.
Charges were accordingly preferred against them by some of
the Scottish prelates ; and in consequence, in September,
1631, these two brethren were suspended from the ministry
by Kchlin, the Bishop of Down and Connor, in whose
diocese their parishes were situate.  They appealed  to
Ussher against the sentence ; and the primate immediately
ordered his suffragan to remove it.  But the matter did not
end here. The accusers carried their complaint to London,
and craved the intervention of the royal authority.  Charles,
now completely under the guidance of Laud, instructed the
authorities in Ireland to renew the prosecution. Kchlin,
prompt to obey the will of his royal master, summoned not

only the two offending brethren before him, but two others

also, Welsh and Dunbar ; and on their refusal to abandon
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their principles, and conform to Kpiscopacy, he deposed all
the tour from the office of the ministry.  Through the inter-
position of powerful friends they were some time after allowed
to resume their ministry for a few months, but the spirit
of intolerance again prevailed, and the door of the church
was cflectually closed against them.  Nothing else could
have been expected.  Charles himself was little inclined to
regavd non-conformity with favour. lLaud, to whose coun
sels in ceclesiastical  matters he was blindly  obedient,
uniformly acted as if the chicf end of a bhishop were to ex-
tinguish non-conformity altogether.  Wentworth, to whom
about this time the King entrusted the viceroyalty of
[reland was a man of kindred spirit.  When he went to
Ireland in 1634 to asswne the veins of government, he took
with him, in the capacity of chaplain, John Bramhall, a
man of decided ability and extensive crudition, buv a
violent and intolerant churchman, whom Cromwell, after-
wards, from his resemblance in spivit and temper to Laud,
styled the Canterbury of Ireland.  He had hardly entered
upon office, when he appointed a royal commission to en-
quire into the state of the church in Ireland, and to report
to Government.  Bramhall was o leading member of this
commission.  When the report was forthcoming, the existing
state of things was found to be truly appalling, whether the
support of the clergy, or the state of the church ecdifices, or
the character of the incumbents, was considered.  Had the
Vice-roy confined himselt to the rectification of the innumer-
able gross abuses that disticured the Kstablishment, and
destroyed its usefulness, he would have conferred a lasting
benetit of incaleulable value upon the country, hut this was
not the only or the chief ohject he had in view, His great
object was to reconstruct the Irish Church, to assimilate it
to the Church of England, and above all, to purge is of the

leaven of Puritanism.  In pursuit of this design, in 1634,
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he convened a parliament, and made arrangements at the

same time for the meeting of a convoeation of the clergy

By this convocation, “the church was virtually revolution-
ized.  Bramhall, who had recently been appointed Bishop
of Derry, dominated in the Upper House ; and Wentworth,
by the sheer force of brow-heating and intimidation, com-
pelled the Lower House to yield to his wishes.  One hun-
dred canons, closely resembling those provided for South
Britain in 1603, were frammed and adopted.  The very first
of these Canons substitutes the thirty-nine articles of the
Church of England for the Confession drawn up by Ussher
in 1615, and hitherto acknowledged as the Creed of the Irish
Establishment. < We,” it says, ‘do receive and approve
the Book of Articles of Religion agreed upon by the arch-
bishops and bishops and the whole clergy, in the Convoca-
tion holden at London in the year of our Lord God, 1562,
for the avoiding of diversities of opinions, and for the
establishing of consent touching true religion.  And, there-
fore, if any hereafter shall aflivm that wny of the Articles
ave tn any part superstitious or erroneous, or such as he may
vot with @ good conscience subscribe wnto, let him be excom-
mumnicated, and not absolved before he make a public revoca-
tion of his error.”  Another of these Canons breathes a still
narrower spirit.  * Whosoever shall separate themselves
from the communion of saints, as it is approved by the
Apostles’ rules in the Church of Ireland, and combine them-
selves together in a new brotherhood, accounting the Chris-
tians who are conformable to the doctrine, government, rites
and ceremonies of the Church of Ireland to be profane and
unmeet for them to join with in Christian profession, or
shall affirm and maintain that there are within this realm
other meetings, assemblies ov congregations, than such as by
the laws of this land are held and allowed, which may rightly

challenge to themselves the name of true and lawful churches,
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let him be excommunicated, and not restored until he repent
and publicly revoke his ervor”  These Canons were not
allowed to remain a dead letter on the statute-book of the
church.  The bishops Tmmediately took steps to enforce
them, and all elergymen who refused compliance were ejected
from their livings and forbidden to preach within their
parishies.  Wentworth, at the same time, established a
Court of Iigh Commission which  was empowered to
inflict fines and imprisonment upon such of the people
as  voluntarily absented themselves from the public and
preseribed w:n's]uilv.
[t now scemed that the Presbyterian Chureh in Ireland
would be crushed out of existence altogether. She was
placed outside the pale of the law, and all the resources of
arbitrary power were employed to effect her extinction.
Many long years hefore she had started on what promised
to be an eminently prosperous carcer.  During these years
she had continued to grow apace, and to shoot forth her
branches on the right haud and on the left.  Congregations
had been formed, and, in the favourable workings of divine
providence, had been supplied with ministers as able, faithful
and evangelical as were to be found in any branch of the Re-
formed Church at the time. A great religious and moral re-
formation had been effected throughout the entire community
through the instrumentality of her ministry, who had been
allowed to carry on their work without interference, and to en-
Jjoy, without any compromise of principle, the advantages of the
national Establishment.  But now, a most disastrous chunge
had taken place.  In the very midst of their usefulness, and
when the work in which they were engaged was prospering be-
yond their most sanguine expectations, her clergy were driven
from their parishes, and forbidden, under heavy penalties, to
exercise their ministry among their attached flocks. It is

not surprising that, in such circumstances, both ministers
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and people felt greatly discouraged, and that some of them
lost heart altogether, and proposed to abandon the country,
and to seek in the wilds of the Far West the liberty of con-
science denied them in their own land. Accordingly, they
proceeded to build at Groomsport, on the County Down
coast, a ship of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, which
they named the “ Eagle Wing,” to carry them across the
Atlantic ; and in the Autumn of 1636, sixtcen years after
the pilgrim fathers had landed at Plymouth, one hundred
and forty emigrants, including several ministers, set sail
from Belfast Lough, for New England. But the enterprise
proved a failure ; winds and waves refused to favour them.
After being two months at sea, they were compelled to
return, in a very shattered condition to the port of depar-
ture. Meanwhile, the e¢jected and silenced ministers, who
still remained in the country, contrived to elude the
authorities, and to preach to their people in barns and
dwelling-houses as frequently as possible, though they were
in constant danger of imprisonment, as their movements
were constantly watched by adversavies intent upon bring-
ing them into trouble.

Happily, Scotland, about this time, cast off the yoke of
prelacy and boldly and successfully asserted for itself the
right to worship God in the simple Presbyterian fashion
that was dear to its people. In 1625, James died, and
Charles I. succeeded him. Like his father, Charles had little
love for Presbyterianism, and lent a ready ear to the advice
of Laud to reduce the Scottish Church to conformity to the
Church of England. For this purpose, he enjoined the use
of a Liturgy compiled by Laud, which was simply an
amended edition of the Romish Missal. The people had
hitherto borne with ill-concealed indignation royal inter-
ference with their deeply-cherished national faith ; but this
fresh blow to their liberties aid religion was more than
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hem they could bear.  When the Dean of Edinburgh, clad in a

try, white surplice, began to read the new Service Book, in St.
con- Giles’s Church, a poor apple woman, named Janet Geddes,

hey lifted the three-legged stool on which she sat, and crying out,
wn “ Fause loon ! dost thou say mess at my lug,” flung it at the
1ich affrighted reader’s head, who fled in terror from the tumult
the that immediately arose. This simple incident was the com-
fter mencement of & memorable ecclesiastical revolution. The
lred ‘ Scottish people resolved that they would tamely submit to
sail royal and episcopal tyranny and oppression no longer. The

rise national covenant, originally drawn up in 1580, binding all
em. . who subscribed to it to adhere to and defend at all hazards

1 to ; the doctrine and discipline of the Ghurch of Scotland, was
par- : renewed on Ist March, 1638 ; nobles, gentry, ministers and

who people signing it with the greatest enthusiasm. The people
the of Scotland, thus firmly banded together, found little
and difficulty in emancipating themselves from the hated yoke of
rere prelacy. Almost ail the bishops found it convenient to

mts 5 retire into England, and the King was compelled to abandon
ing- : the attempt to force episcopacy upon an aroused and reluct-

ant nation. Towards the close of the year, the famous
» of Glasgow Assembly met and chose the celebrated Alexander
the Henderson moderator. As soon as this Assembly was con-

don vened, it proceeded vigorously to the work of reformation,
and formally abolishing the episcopal form of church govern-
ttle ment, removing the bishops from their offices, declaring the

ice Five Articles of Faith null and void, and condemning the
the i Service Book which it had been attempted to force upon the
use ‘ church ; the moderator ending his closing address with
an i the memorable and inspiring words—¢ we have now cast
had down the walls of Jericho: let him that rebuildeth them
er- beware of the curse of Hiel the Bethelite.”

his This happy revolution was a great blessing to Scotland.
nan L6 relieved it from an intolerable yoke and restored to its
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people liberty of worship. It proved hardly less a blessing of
to the Irish Presbyterian Church. Tt opened a safe asylum nai
for those of her faithful ministers who were ecjected from Du
their livings, and forced to flee from the country. 1t set an ]
example to her people by which they were not slow to profit. ter:
It encourazed them to unite in offering the vigorous resist- litt
ance to the arbitrary measures of their oppressor, which dea
ultimately contributed in no small measure, to his downfall, oat
and to the restoration of their religious freedom. There was i an
urgent need for united and determined resistance, for it was to
obviously the design of Wentworth to extinguish their i not
beloved church altogether. With this object in view, he : thir
issued a commission to ILeslie, Bishop of Down, within his
whose diocese the Presbyterians were most numerous, em- M to s
powering him to arrest in a summary manner, and to im- 4 The
prison during pleasure, the non-conformists within his : aar
ecclesiastical jurisdiction. He proceeded to still further upo
extremities. To prevent the Presbyterians of the North, forc
from uniting for the defence of their religion and liberty, - for
as their brethren in Scotland had done, he prepared a form : moy
of oath conceived in the most slavish style of passive ' bar
obedience, pledging all who took it to honour King Charles, 4 the
not to protest, against any of his royal commands, and not mer
to enter into any covenant for mutual defence, without his crin
Majesty’s sovereign and regal authority. A proclamation, Sev
dated 21st May, 1639, required all the Scotch in Ulster, ; sum
above the age of sixteen years, to enter into the engagement. and
This bond—henceforth commonly known by the odious desig- popi
nation of the Black Oath-—was imposed upon males and poss
temales alike. Those who professed to be Roman Catholics V
were alone exempt from its obligation. To make its imposi- his ;
tion the more humiliating, the people were compelled to take and

it on their knees, and that none might escape, the Episcopal extr

clergy and churchwardens were required to make a return evel
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ssing of all the Scots resident in their respective parishes. The
iylum names of those who declined to swear were transmitted to

from Dublin, to be dealt with as the Lord Deputy might direct.
et an By such means Wentworth hoped to bend the Preshy-

yrofit. terians of Ulster into servile obedience o his will.  But he
esist- o little knew the spirit of the people with whom he had to
which deal.  To his astonishment, multi Jes refused to take the

nfall, oath, willing to endure any penalty rather than enter into

e was an engagement which they abhorred.  All were quite willing
t was to pledge themselves to constitutional liberty, but they were
their i not prepared to avow implicit obedience to the king in every-
v, he i thing he might be pleased to command. The character of

vithin g his reign hitherto had not been of a kind to encourage them
i, em- 3 to surrender their religion and liberty to his absolute disposal.
) im- Their just scruples were, however, contemptuousiy disre-

v his ; garded, and the highest penalties, short of death, were inflicted
wther 3 upon all who refused compliance. ¢ Pregnant women were

Vorth, forced to travel considerable distances to the places appointed
berty, - for taking the oaths. If they hesitated to attend, and still
. form 7 more, if they scrupled to swear, they were treated in a bar-
assive i barous manner, so that crowds of defenceless females tled to
arles, 1 the woods, and concealed themselves in caves, to escape their
d not merciless persecutors.  Respectable persons, untainted with
ut his crimes, were bound together and immured in dungeons.
ation, Several were dragged to Dublin, and fined in exorbitant
J1ster, sums, while multitudes fled to Scotland, leaving their houses
iment. and properties to certain ruin ; and so many of the labouring
desig- population abandoned the country that it was scarcely
s and possible to carry forward the necessary work of the harvest.”
sholics Wentworth had not even yet filled up the full measure of
mposi- his iniquity. Determined to extirpate Presbyterianism, root
o take and branch, out of the land, he proceeded to yet further
scopal extremities, and actually drew up a plan for the removal of
return every Presbyterian from Ulster.  Ships were to be provided
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at the public -expense, to carry them away, and they

were to be obliged, under severe penalties, to take their depar-
ture within a prescribed period. Tt is sad to reflect that, in
all these harsh and oppressive measures, he enjoyed the
encouragement and co operation of the bishops of the Estub-
lishment.  Happily, this his last project failed of accomplish-
ment.  Had it been carried out, it would have led to the
utter ruin of Protestantism in Treland ; for, destitute of the
powerful assistance of the numerous and resolute Presbyter-
ian population, the few and scattered Protestants who would
have remained in the kingdom, would have been utterly
consumed in the terrible conflagration enkindled by Romish
fanaticism only twelve months after.

The same stern and successful resistance of the arbitrary
proceedings of Charles and his infamous advisers, Strafford
and Laud, that had manifested itself in Scotland, extended
to England as well as to Ireland. In both countries, the
cause of freedom was seriously imperilled, demanding from
its friends union and co-operation. The KEnglish patriots
opened communication with Ireland where, it was evident,
there were many who, like themselves, oppressed by the
tyranny of a despotic Sovereign and the severities of the
prelates, knew the value of civil and religious liberty, and
were prepared to stand forward in its defence. To such as
these, the distinguishing epithet of ¢ Puritan ” had been, at
an early period, applied. In both kingdoms, they formed
the only party, who, at this time, entertained correct views
of constitutional liberty ; and though they have been grossly
misrepresented and maligned, it is now generally acknow-
ledged that they honourably shared with the Scotch Covenan-
ters in the establishment of British freedom. ¢ So absolute,”
says Hume, in his history of England, “was the authority
of the Crown that the precious spark of liberty had been
kindled and was preserved by the Puritans alone ; and it is
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they to this sect that the Knglish owe the whole freedom of the

epar- Constitution.”

In Ireland, they were numerous, and were
ub, in to be found among the members of both houses of parlia
1 the ment ; and in Ulster, though many had been forced to
dstab- : abandon the country and to flee to Scotland, they still
plish- : constituted the predominant party. In England, they were
o the more numerous still, and, ere long, became the ruling
of the ; party. So decided was the influence that they now
syter- 4 began to wield in Ireland, that Wentworth found it neces-
vould : sary to abandon his infamous project for the wholesale

sterly banishment of the Scots from the kingdom ; and so numerous
>mish . were they in the parliament which met in 1640 that they

found little difficulty in controlling its legislation. The
v S f=l
trary High Commission Court, which had been the chief engine

wford : of the cruel and arbitrary impositions of Straiford’s Govern-
mmded ment, was abolished “as an intolerable grievance and
s, the ] contrary to the fundamental laws of the kingdom.” A
from remonstrance was adopted, detailing in fifteen articles, the

triots grievances imposed upon the kingdom during Strafford’s

dent, government, and a committee appointed to carry it to Fng-
y the land, for the purpose of presenting it to the king in person,

f the and claiming an immediate redress of the grievances enumer-
, and o ated. This committee on their arrival in England found
ch as the oppressor of their country, who, a short time previous,

m, at had gone to London to confer with the King in regard to
rmed public affairs, stripped of all his great power, impeached by

views the Commons of England, and imprisoned under the charge
ossly of high treason.
mow- The circumstances which led to this sudden and unex-

enan- pected viscissitude are well known. The pressing necessities
lute,” of the King had at length compelled him to summon
ority another parliament, which sat during the long period of

been nineteen years and has, therefore, been styled the Long
it is Parliament. Its members were chosen at a time when the
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encroachments of the prerogative upon the rights and privi-
leges of the people had excited the utmost discontent through-
out the kingdom, and roused a spirit of opposition to the
Court that could no longer be subdued or repressed. On
the third of November, 1640, it was opened by the King in
person. The redress of the national grievances engaged its
early attention. On the 11th of the month, Strafford, who was
justly held to be the real author of many of the griev-
ances of which the nation complained, was impeached of
high treason, and committed to the Tower. On the 20th,
the remonstrance of the Irish Commons was presented, and
produced an impression most unfavourable to the Earl.
The non-conformists of Ulster also presented a like remons-
trance on their own behalf, detailing their grievances,
both civil and religious, and petitioning for the enjoyment
of liberty of conscience, and more particularly for the
restoration of their banished pastors, and the endowment
of an adequate ministry as essential to the welfare and
security of the kingdom.

Meanwhile, the Commons proceeded with the impeach-
ment of Wentworth, who some time before had been created
Earl of Strafford. Sixteen of the charges against him re-
lated to his government of Ireland, among the most damag-
ing of which were issuing a warrant to Bishop Leslie to
imprison at pleasure the non-conformists of his diocese, and
imposing the Black Oath without authority of Parliament.
His trial commenced in Westminster Hall on the 21st ot
March, and, after seventeen sessions, closed on the 13th of

April. The judicial was then exchanged for the legislative

mode of procedure ; a bill of atiainder was speedily passed by
both houses of Parliament, the Royal assent was obtained,
and the unfortunate but guilty Strafford was beheaded on
Tower Hill, on the 12th of May, 1641, in the 49th year of his
age, leaving hehind him a name among the people of Ulster
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ot the closely associated with him in the tyranny and oppression
On for which he justly suffered, met a like doom a few years
ng in afterwards.  Laud died by the hand of the public vxwu.-
alite 1 tioner in January, 1645, and Charles in January, 16 l‘.i‘
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CHAPTER VI.
THE TRISH MASSACRE or 1641,

Great change in the public administration of affairs after Strafford’s fall —Roman
Catholies had now little to complain of —Spirit of discontent and disloyalty
still prevalent--Outbreak resolved on—The various causes that united to bring
it about-—takes place —Indiseriminate slaughter of Protestants—The Castle and
the Capital saved—Progress of the rebellion— particulars concerning— Romish
writers have tried to deny or to exterminate its horrors— State of the Presby-
terian Church at this time,

HEN Strafford retired to England to confer with
Charles regarding the measures to be taken for
maintaining the royal cause in the face of all
opposition, Parliament, which assembled a few

months afterwards, freed from the restraints of his presence,
became suddenly inspired with the spirit of liberty, and pro-
ceeded to relieve the country from the intolerable grievances
of his administration. For once, the Presbyterians and the
Roman Catholics, who had both felt the keen edge of his
tyranny, combined for their mutual deliverance. United,
they were more than a match for the friends and supporters
of the Lord-Lieutenant and the prelates. Hardly a grievance
of which the country complained was left unredressed.
The High Commission Court, which had been the main
instrument of Strafford’s despotism, was abolished, as has
been already recorded ; the unjust and oppressive proceed-

ings of the ecclesiastical courts and the illegal and cruel

severities of the prelates were annulied. The two Lords-
justices, to whom, on the fall of Strafford, the government of
the country had been committed, were both Puritans, and in
full sympathy with thom in their remedial measures. In
all their official proceedings they manifested an earnest desire
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to remove every trace of the misgovernment that had
afflicted the kingdom. Fines that had been wrongfully
imposed were remitted, and persons that had been unlaw-
fully imprisoned were set free. Their administration, in con-
sequence, was universally popular, and a new era of peace and
1

prosperity seemed to be dawning on the country.

1 The Roman Catholics, who still constituted the bulk of
Lomal

isloyalty the population, had now little to complain of. Their just
to bring

] rights were fully recognised. They enjoyed the free exercise
wtle and J o

Romish of their religion, and every oftice of diznity and emolument
Preshy- in the country was open to them no less than to the

Protestants. Hardly a single grievance remained to nourish

with a feeling of discontent in their breasts, or to supply a pre-

o o) text for disloyalty and rebellion. And it seemed that at
St all length they had settled down into a cheerful acceptance of
a few the existing order of things. For forty years they had been

sence, at peace, and so far as outward appearances furnished means
d pro- of judging, not for forty years more but for all time to come,
vances they were certain to be at peace. The tranquility, however,
1d the that prevailed was but the stillness that precedes the storm.

of his Beneath it lay, all unseen, like smouldering fires, designs of

‘nited, the most treasonable character formed long before, and now
Jorters about to proclaim their unsuspected existence by the most

wwance dreadful outburst of race and creed hatred that had ever
egsed. convulsed the country.
main This memorable outbreak was, doubtless, the result of Jesuit

s has intrigue, planned and brought to pass for the purpose of effect-
‘oceed- ing the overthrow of the British power in Ireland, the

cruel restoration of the Papal supremacy, and, above all, the utter
Lords- extirpation of the Protestant religion.
1ent of From the time that the Pope made a gift of Ireland to the
and in English Crown till the Reformation, the Romish priesthood
s. In were always the obsequious supporters of the English power.
desire Even bishops and archbishops did not hesitate to march to

7
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the battlefield .against their fellow-countrymen when they
rose in rebellion. Were England still in communion with
the See of Rome, they would doubtless now be no less
zealous in the maintenance of its power. But, since the
Reformation, and eapecially since the entrance of the Jesuits
into the country, they have been as earnest and active in
opposing the English rule as they had formerly been in sup-
porting it.  The secret of their opposition is to be found,
not in the desire to free their country from a foreign yoke,
but in the deep and implacable hatred they bear to the
Protestant religion, and in the guilty desire they cherish
to effect its utter extermination. As the British power
has been its chief shelter, they have never ceased to conspire
secretly for its overthrow, in the anticipation that its down-
fall would leave the Romish religion without a rival in the
field ; and though for the last forty years they had apparently
acquiesced in its supremacy, it was not because they had
ceased to desire its destruction, or to conspire for its over-
throw, but because they knew that the hour for striking
an effective blow had not yet come. That hour, however, as
they fondly imagined, was now at hand, and various causes
had combined to bring it about.

The wars of Elizabeth’s reign had left Ireland in such a dis-
peopled and depressed condition that, for long after, any at-
tempt at rebellion must have necessarily ended in failure and
disaster, but, during the forty years of peace that had now pre-
vailed, a great change had taken place. The Romish popula-
tion, even in the north, had increased greatly, and, if numbers
could ensure success in a great uprising, numbers would cer-
tainly not be wanting, for, as the people had multiplied,
they had been carefully trained by their spiritual guides
to cherish the most intense hatred of every thing British
and Protestant, and to expect the hour when the Saxon
invaders and oppressors should be driven from their shores.

ra
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they It required but little argument to induce a people subjected
with from their earliest years to such unwholesome tutelage, to
) less unite in a secret and standing conspiracy which they were
e the industriously tanght to regard as certain to bring about the
esuits utter overthrow of the British power, the entire extirpa-
ve in tion of the Protestant religion, the re-establishment of their

0 sup- own faith in its ancient supremacy, and the restoration of
‘ound, ; their country to the exclusive possession of its own children.
yoke, But a year or two before his sudden fall, Strafford had
o the raised an army of eight thousand foot and one thousand

herish horse to support Charles in his arbitrary measures, and
power especially to hold the Scots of the north in check, and to
nspire prevent them from rendering assistance to their compatriots
down- 1 in Scotland, who, at the time, were resolutely and success-

in the fully resisting the royal encroachments. The Parliament of
rently England, seeing in this large and well-disciplined body of
y had troops a force that might ultimately be employed for the
. over- subversion of their own liberties, succeeded, but not without
riking difficulty, in inducing the king to disband it. The dispersed
ver, as soldiers were Romanists almost to a man, animated by

causes the same fierce hatred of the persons and religion of the

British that rioted in the breasts of their fcllow countrymen,
1 a dis- and certain to render most effective service in any movement
wny at- that promised the liberation of Ireland from its fancied

re and bondage, and the extinction of the Protestant religion.
W pre- The descendants of the former owners of the forfiited

yopula- estates in the North never abandoned the hope of regaining
umbers . the lands their fathers had lost. They lived in favour at the

1d cer- courts of Rome and Madrid, where they were treated with the
tiplied, utmost consideration. Conscious that their deeply-cherished
guides hopes could never be realized so long as the power of
British England was predominant in Ireland, they spent much of

Saxon their time in planning and fomenting conspiracies for its
shores. entire and speedy subversion. They kept up constant cor-
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respondence with their relatives and friends in Ireland, and,
by this means, diligently sought to foster the spirit of dis-
content and disloyalty that they knew was prevalent among
the people, and to incite them to rebellion. In the Irish
priests, whom they were wont to meet in the daily inter
course of life, they found willing emissaries, filled with
hatred of England as intense as their own, in deep sympathy
with them in their secret plottings for the overthrow of its
power, and ready, on their return to Ireland, to engage with
the utmost zeal in sowing sedition mnong their co-religion-
ists, and in securing their united adhesion to a scheme for
the expulsion of the Saxon oppressors from their shores to
which thousands of them alveady stood pledged. To encour-
age their friends in Ireland, who included the entire Celtic
population of the island, to rally as one man around an
undertaking which, they knew, commanded their warmest
sympathy, they gave them the assurance of such help
from the Continent as should place it beyond the possibility
of failure.
It is certain that the Romish priests in Ireland, instigated
by the Jesuits, were, as has been already indicated, deeply im-
plicated in all the movements that issued in open rebellion.
In taking the initiative in these movements, they were not
altogether prompted by considerations professedly religious
and patriotic. Motives of a less spiritual and more worldly
character entered into their calculations and stimulated
their exertions. They looked with an envious eye upon the
ecclesiastical property that was controlled by the Protestant
clergy, and did not shrink from involving the country in
the horrors of civil war, in order that they might wrest it
out of their hands and make it their own. The hour was
now at hand, as they fondly imagined, for the realization of
this, and all the other objects they hoped to accomp-

lish. A number of favourable circumstances already enu.
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and,

i merated had apparently conspired to further its arrival ;
dis-

and, as it drew nigh, they plied all their energies with

nong
I i’ redoubled zeal. Every argument that could arouse the
rish

national prejudices and enkindle the religious animosity of

nter G g : ’
] an ignorant and excitable populace was v.gorously employed ;

with

yathy

of its

with

and, if at any time, their pliant dupes showed symptoms of
hesitation in view of the danger that would necessarily at-
tend the enterprise, they sought to reanimate their wavering
courage hy reminding them of the success that had attended

gion- . . : :
o R the late struggles of the Scots in defeace of their national
e 1or

faith and independence, and by assuring them that the
rupture between the king and the English parliament that
had recently taken place would soon lead to civil war, when

res to
cour-
Celtic

i England, torn by the dissensions and conflicts of her own
id an

children, would be able to do but little to maintain and pre-

iest faan
e serve her authority in Ireland.

help
bility

At length, the long-projected insurrection brokes out on
Saturday, the 23rd of October, 1641, resulting in a massa-
cre of the protestants of Ulster, for which the history of
Christendom happily furnishes few parallels. With such
secrecy and dissimulation had all the preparatory pro-
ceedings been conducted that it was not till their infuriated
and savage foes were upon them that the unsuspecting and
all-unprepared colonists were made aware of the impending
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danger. At first, the Scottish settlers were unmolested, but
as the rebellion proceeded, all classes of protestants were
involved in the same indiscriminate slaughter. Within a
fortnight after the commencement of the insurrection, no
less than thirty thousand Northerns appeared in arms,
ready to carry fire and sword into every protestant home in

S Ulster, and determined to sweep away every trace of the
ion o

;comp-
7 enu,

Protestant religion out of the country.
It was the design of the conspirators to seize Dublin
Castle at the outset, but happily this main part of their
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scheme was frustrated by the promptness and energy of

Owen O’Connolly, an elder of the Presbyterian Chnrch,
who had been bred a Romanist, but had been converted to
Protestantism during the Oldstone revival. On the very
day preceding the day appointed for the impending rising,
O’Connolly met McMahon, an intimate acquaintance, and
one of the leading conspirators, in Dublin, who, probably
ignorant of his change of religion, cautiously confided to him
the secret of the approaching outbreak. That very night,
O’Connolly managed to convey the astounding intelligence
to the Lords-justices, who promptly took measures by which
the Castle and Capital were saved, and the peace of the sur-
rounding districts preserved. In the sudden and terrible
emergency, the colonists were unable, at first, to offer any
effectual resistance. Two years before they bad been dis-
armed by Strafford to prevent them from assisting their
brethren in Scotland. ILed by Sir Phelim O’Neill, the rebels
seized Charlemont, the .chief stronghold in the north, while
other leaders seized all the other positions of importance
in the province, with the exception of Enniskillen, Newton-
Limavady, Coleraine, Carrickfergus, Lisburn and Belfast,
which were happily preserved from capture by the vigilance
and bravery of their inhabitants, and became places of refuge
to those Protestants in the surrounding districts who had
the good fortune to escape the merciless butchery of the
blood-thirsty multitudes who, more ferocious than hungry
wolves, were scattered over the whole province, every where
slaking in the blood of their protestant neighbours those
vengeful passions which their priesthood had been diligently
fostering in their breasts for years. Ulster was now turned
into a veritable shambles. Language fails to convey an
adequate idea of the horrid scenes of which it became the
theatre. Besides those that were killed outright, of helpless
women, some were broiled on hot gridirons, and others were
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y of : first stripped naked, and then ripped up with knives; of
rchy strong men, some had their eyes gouged out, or their hands
1 to or their cars cut off, others were buried alive, and others
very still were subjected to a yet worse fate---the rebels cut

sing, slices of flesh from their bodies, and then roasted them alive.
and Even tender infants were not allowed to escape in this dread
ably carnival of butchery and blood. Some had their brains dashed
him out against stone walls; others were flung into boiling pots, or

ight, tossed into ditches to the pigs. On the very day on which
ence the rebellion began, over fifty persons were murdered in the

hich County of Monaghan, and fifteen in the County of Fermanagh.
sur- On the day after, one hundred and ninety-six, including men,
rible ; women and children, were drowned at the bridge of Porta-

any down, and there is credible evidence that no less than a
dis- 9 thousand in all peri-hed there in the same manner. On one
their occasion, Sir Phelim O’Neill issued an order for the slaughter

sbels of all the Protestants in three adjacent parishes, and the
vhile order was obeyed to the letter. In the depths of a winter
ance of unusual severity, protestant planters of all ages were
ston- stripped naked, driven from their homes, and left to perish
l{ast, of cold and hunger in the open fields. It is said that

.ance the river Blackwater in Tyrone ran red with the blood
fuge of the murdered. To enter iuto a detailed statement
had of all the aurocities that were committed in this dread

the hour of inhuman barbarity is impossible. Some of them
ngry have sunk into oblivion ; others cannot be put in print,
AN those that have been recorded would require volumes for
those their rehearsal. The following graphic and a ' cting
antly description by Mrs. McCaulay, the female historian of
limed England, will enable the reader to gather an accurate con-
y an ception of the state of things in Ulster in this dark period of
o the its history :—* An universal massacre ensued ; nor age, nor
pless sex, nor infancy were spared ; all conditions were involved
Woia in the general ruin. In vain did the unhappy victim appeal
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to the sacred ties of humanity, hospitality, family con-
nection, and all the tender obligations of social commerce ;
companions, friends, relations, not only denied protection,
but dealt with their own hands the fatal blow. In vain
did the pious son plead for his devoted parent; himself was
doomed to suffer a more premature mortality. In vain did
the tender mother attempt to soften the obdurate heart of
the assassin in behalf of her helpless children; she was
reserved to see them cruelly butchered, and then to undergo
a like fate, The weeping wife, lamenting over the mangled
carcass of her husband, experienced a death no less horrid
than that which she deplored. This scene of blood received
a yet deeper stain from the wanton exercise of more exe-
crable cruelty than had even yet occurred to the warm and
fertile imagination of eastern barbarians. Women, whose
feeble minds received a yet stronger expression of religious
frenzy, were more ferocious than the men, and childven,
excited by the example and exhortation of their parents,
stained their innocent age with the blackest deeds of human
butchery.

“The persons of the English were not the only victims to
the general rage; their commodious homes and magnificent
buildings were either consumed with fire, or laid level with
the ground. Their cattle, though now part of the possession
of their murderers, because they had belonged to abhorred
heretics, were either killed outright, or, covered with wounds,
were turned loose into the woods and deserts, there to abide
a lingering, painful end. This amazing unexpected scene of
horror was yet heightened by the bitter revilings, impreca-
tions, threats, and insults, which every where resounded in the
ears of the astounded English. Their sighs, groans, shrieks,
cries, and bitter lamentations, were answered with—*Spare
neither man, woman, nor child ; the English are meat for
dogs ; there shall not e one drop of English blood left
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con- within the kingdom.” Nor did there want the most barbarous
wwee insults and exultations on beholding those expressions of
tion, agonising pain which a variety of torments extorted.”

vain Though all classes of British Protestants, whether of

ek English or Scotch origin, were wlike doomed to destruction,
did yet, on none did the storm fall more heavily than on the
oot ministers of the KEstablishment. Wentworth’s policy of
intolerance had driven most of the Scoten clergy and many
of the more influential of the laity out of the kingdom,

was

ergo

lea and when the dreadful deluge of carnage and blood was
ol . .
S sweeping over Ulster, they were far beyond its ravages,

and safe in their native land. But it was different with
the Episcopal clergy. When their Presbyterian brethren
were driven into exile, they enjoyed the full sunshine of
State favour and patronage. But now, they, in their turn,

ived
exe-
and

hose
were doomed to suffer, and to sufter too, to a far greater

extent than their brethren of the Scottish Church had suf-
fered. When they fell into the hands of the rebels no mercy
was shown them. Some were hanged, then dismembered,
and pieces of their own bodies thrust into their mouths in
mockery ; others were drowned; and others still were
bhant brutally murdered. One, the Reverend Thomas Murray, of
Lt Killyleagh, ¢ was actually crucified in blasphemous mockery

ious
lren,
nmts,
nan
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Hion of the awful tragedy of Calvary between two other Pro-
el testant gentlemen ; his two sons were then killed and cut to

b pieces before their mother’s eyes,” after which, the mother
’ . . .

bide was subjected to the like inhuman treatment.

G The Bible has always been the special object of Romish

eca- hatred. During the insurrection the rebels taxed their
ki ingenuity to discover methods whereby to express their
oks, deep detestation of the sacred volume. ¢ They have torn it
\Ghe to pieces, say the Commissioners in their Remonstrance,
£ presented by the agent for the Irish clergy to the English
left Commons scal'cely four months after the breaking out of
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the rebellion, they have kicked it up and down, treading it
under foot, with leaping thereon, they causing a bagpipe to
play the while ; laying also the leaves in the kennel, leap-
ing and trampling thereupon, saying, ‘a plague on it, thi;
book has bred all the quarrel,” hoping within three weeks
all the Bibles in Ireland should be so used, or worse, and
that none should be left in the kingdom ; and while two
Bibles were in burning, saying, that it was hell fire that was
burning, and wishing they had all the Bibles in Christendom,
that they might use them so.”

One special instance may suffice as an accurate repre-
sentation of the dreadful scenes that were of daily occurrence,
in this dark and troubled time, in all those parts of Ulster
that had been settled by English and Scotch colonists. In
1610, William Hamilton, from Ayrshire, Scotland, settled on
the farm of Ballybreagh, in the parish of Killinchy, which
skirts the western shore of Lough Strangford, County Down.
As the years wore on, the worthy farmer prospered more and
more, and when the rebellion broke out there were few
happier or more comfortable homes in Ulster. One evening,
about a month after the outbreak, and just as family worship
was concluded, Robert Gordon of Killyleagh arrived with the
alarming tidings of the insurrection and of the murderous
character it had assumed. As may well be imagined, the
night was spent in dread suspense, for they knew not how
soon the enemy might be upon them. The morning dawned,
and the day passed away, but all remained quiet. As the
evening again darkened around them a terrible thunder-storm
swept over their dwelling, and, as it slightly abated, the
sound of hurried footsteps was heard approaching the door.
¢ Flee, flee,” exclaimed Walter Stewart, a friend and neigh-
bour, as he er.tered ; “the foot of the murderer is abroad.”
In haste and dread, they fled from the house and sought
refuge in an ad’cent wood. Scarcely had they found con-
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ling it cealment within its thickets, when the loud execrations of a
ipe to fiendish and ferocious band of bafled and disappointed
, leap- insurgents fell upon their ears. As they looked out stealth-
5, this ily from their hiding place towards the home from which

weeks they had fled in terror and alarm only a few minutes ago,
e, and they saw barn and byre wrapped in flames; they saw also,

e two to their infinite relief, the blood thirsty bandits moving oft
Wt was in the opposite direction. The flames soon reduced barn and
ndom, byre to ashes, but, the wind changing suddenly, their dwell-

ing-house was happily saved. About midnight, the fury of
repre- the elements subsided, and the following morning was calm
rence, and fair. However, the fugitives deemed it prudent still to
Ulster court the shelter of their hiding place; and it was not till

i the next day that Walter Stewart left their retreat to obtain
led on a view of the surrounding country. Ascending a hill which
which commanded an extensive prospect, far as his eye could reach
Jown. not a human being was to be seen, not one even of the usual
re and indications of busy life. The oppressive silence was broken

e few only by the lowing of houseless cattle that ranged the
ening, fields and woods for pasture. Early next morning he set
orship out to make a wider survey, and proceeded southwards in
th the the direction of Killyleagh. He had gone only a few miles

lerous when, in passing along the edge of a deep wood, he was
d, the startled by the wail of an infant and a slight rustling among
't how the brushwood. Turning his gaze in the direction from
wned, which the sounds proceeded, he perceived a female form
\s the struggling among the briars with a babe on her bosom and a
-storm boy by her side. In the miserable plight in which he found
d, the the helpless wanderers—with faces lacerated by the prickly
- door. briars, and swo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>