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DE LA HARPE,

A CONVERTED FRENCH INFIDEL.

It is always gratifying to a believer
in Christ to witness, or hear of, the
triumphs of divine grace in the con-
version of sinners, and especially of
those who like Paul had been ¢ ex-
ceedingly mad” against the Saviour
and his cause. We are old enough
to remember when the celebrated man
whose name stands at the head of this
article was in the height of his popu-
larity as a lecturer on General Liter-
ature at the Lyceum in Paris, and of
the surprise and delight with which
we read from his lectures several
passages which bore the stamp of pi-
ety and devotion, so contrary to what
was generally current in a land at
that time overwhelmed with anarchy
dnd irreligion.

We have no doubt our readers will
peruse with interest the following ac-
count of this remarkable individual,
as given in an English Magazine, and
teprinted in the “Cnukcu” News-
paper.

La Harpe was born in Paris on
the 20th of November, 1739. His
parents, though of respectable fami-
lies, were poor, and he was left an
unprovided-for orphan at the age of
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seven. But he had already evinced
extraordinary intelligence ; and being
recommended to M. Asselin, prinei-
pal of the coliege of Harcourt, was
received among his pupils. His tal-
ents were now cultivated with dili-
gence. He distinguished himself
among his companions by the excel-
lence of his compoasitions, and for two
successive years carried away every
prize. He displayed a decided taste
for satire, and was accused of com-
posing ludicrous verses on M. Asse-
lin. He protested his innocence, but
was not credited ; and was accord-
ingly committed for some months toa
house of correction. The confession
afterwards made in one of his publica-
tions, was, thathe had composed some
imprudent couplets on certain persons
in the college, which his comrades
had collected and enlarged by addi-
tions of their own ; but that he never
had the slightest intention of giving
offence.

His education being finished, he
hecame connected with several litera-
ry characters, among whom was
Diderot, a confirmed atheist. In
1769 he published * Heroic Epistles,”
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chiefly levelled against the priests.
The tragedy of “ Warwick” succeed-
ed, written when he was twenty-four.
It was dedicated to Voltaire, which
led to an intimate acquaintance be-
tween them. Voltaire praised his
work, though he regretted that La
Harpe's principles were not more
strictly infidel : he was, nevertheless,
admitted a member of the Atheistical
Society. His fame introduced him
into the highest circles. He was ap-
pointed one of the editors of the
“ Gazette Littéraire,” the object of
which was to disseminate infidel prin-
ciples. Here he first distinguished
himself as a critic. His former suc-
cess as a dramatist induced him to
make another, though unsuccessful,
attempt in that way. He then de-
voted himself to general literature.

The various academies offered to
young men of talents the means of
rising into notice. These were com-
pletely in the hands of the philoso-
phers, who anxiously sought to pro-
pagate their opinions, and held out
azpual premiums to allure young
men to join their societies. La Harpe
was a successful competitor. In the
space of ten years he carried off twelve
medals, besides various secondary
prizes.

With all his efforts, however, he
couid not gain a maintenance. He
had married a woman of poor parents,
utterly incapable of attending to her
duties as a wife, her whole time being
spent at the theatre, or in her hus-
band’s study. While thus destitute,
they were invited to spend some time
at Ferney, where Voltaire resided,
and which was the grand resort of
the most celebrated infidels of the
age.

Caressed, and admired, especially
by Voltaire himself, La Harpe and
his wife remained for a year at Fer-
ney. They then returned to Paris,
where La Harpe engaged himself in
various ways. It is needless to enter
into the details of a wretched uabe-

John Francis de la Harpe,

liever's career, cr to mark with dis-
gust, as it must be marked, his impi-
ous attemots to dethrone the Omni-
potent. The writings of the period,
and La Harpe's among the number,
testify the fearful rebellion of the na-
tural heart against God, and the li-
centiousness which must ever predo-
minate where the wholsome restraints
of religion are cast off.

At the period of the Revolution,
La Harpe became involved in the
public misfortunes of France. At
first he applauded the destruction of
the ancient institutions, which he de-
fended in the “ Mercure;” but after
two years his views were entirely
changed. Threats were the conse-
quence. He was obliged to make
continual apologies and retractions.
At length he could ro longer dissem-
ble his sentiments. He then became
an object of proseription, was arrest-
ed, and committed to the Luxem-
burg, in November, 1793, which from
a palace had been transformed intoa

rison.

Many of his associates had perish-
ed on the scaffold; and La Harpe
koew not how soon the same fate
might be his, for he incurred, by
some expressions of contempt, the
hatred of Robespierre. Unsupport-
ed by the coasolations of Christiani-
ty, the philosopher fell into a state of
melancholy. Providentially for him,
the Bishop of St. Brieux, his fellow-
prisoner, took an interest in his afilic-
tion. The bishop recommended him
to read the Psalms, in which he would
find poetical beauties that might en-
tertain his fancy, This he proposed
merely as a literary amusement, offer-
ing his services at the same time, in
making comments or critical remarks
upon them. La Harpe was delight-
ed, and he applied himself to the
study. As he proceeded, his admira-
tion of their composition increased,
and by degrees the light of divine
truth broke in upon his mind; his

 heart was deeply impressed: he look-
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ed back with horror upon his past
life. The nature of the change
wrought upon him, and some of its
concomitant circumstances, are thus
described by himself':
“I was in my prison,” says he, “in
a little chamber, solitary and discon-
solate. For some days I had read
the Psalms, the Gospel, and a few
pious books. Their effect was rapid,
though gradual. Already I had
vielded to the faith, and made new
discoveries of the truth; but the light
I saw only terrified and alarmed me,
by revealing the abyss into which
he errors of forty years had plunged
me. 1 saw the extent of the evil, but
found no remedy. There was noth-
ing around me which I could substi-
tute for the succours of religion. On
one hand, my life was before me,
but such as the beams of heavenly
light only made the more frightful ;
on the other, death,—death,~~which
expected every hour, and in its most
appalling form. The priest no longer
appeared on the scaffold, to console
the dying sufferer; if he mounted
that bloody stage, it was only to fall
himself a victim. Full of these dis-
consolate thoughts, my heart was cast
down, and, addressing myself in si-
lence to the God I had just found,
but whom I scarcely yet knew,
“ What must I do?” Isaid, “ What
wouldst thou have me to be?” On
my table there lay the ¢Imitation of
Christ ;" and I had been told in that
excellent book I might find an answer
to my thoughts. I opened it on
chance, and my eye caught these
words of the Saviour, ¢ Here am I,
my son, I come to thee because thou
hast called upon me.” I read no
more. The sudden impression I felt
is beyond description, and itis as im-
possible for me to express it as to
forget it. I fell with my face to the
earth, bathed in tears, and almost
choked with sighs, uttering loud and
broken acclamations. I felt my heart
comforted and enlarged, but at the
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same time almost ready to burst.
Overwhelmed with a multitude of
thoughts and reflections, I wept for
a long time, but without having any
remembrance of my situation, except
that my heart never felt an emotion
more violent, or so inexpressibly de-
lightful ; and that the words ¢ Here
I am, my son,” never ceased to echo
in my mind, and to agitate all its fa-
culties.” )

Thus brought by saving mercy,
not only to a sense of guilt but
to a knowledge of that Saviour
by whom the stain of guilt is ablite-
rated for ever, he employed his
time in translating the Psalms
into verse, which he afterwards
published, declaring in the pre-
face his conviction of the truth of
the Bible. By the death of Robes-
pierre he was set at liberty, and
speedily bore public testimony in the
pulpit of the Lyceum to the power of
Christianity. His lectures were nu-
merously attended. His zeal how-
ever again exposed him to suspicion;
and his work on the fanaticism of
the revolutionists caused him to
be proscribed in Sept. 1798, and con-
demned to be transported for life to
Cayenne. The Bishop of St. Brieux,
however, procured him an asylum
at Corbeil, a few leagues from Paris,
where he remained undiscovered,
Here he wrote his “ Apology for Re-
ligion,” consulting the Bible alone,
Happier hours, he declared he had
never spent than now; his feelings
were those of the pious and amiable
Bishop Horne, when employed in his
Commentary on the Psalms. And
when he was restored to liberty he
went to Paris, and in publi¢ and pri-
vate still sought to defend the faith
he had laboured so sedulously to de-
stroy. M. La Harpe died on the
10th of Feh. 1803, heaving testime-
ny, in his last hours, ta the truth and
value of Christianity. It is true, in-
deed, he died in communion with the
Church of Rome; but the fact that
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he wus led to renounce his former
infidelity, and to believe on the name
of the only begotter Son of God, is
the point for cur present considera-
tion.

Various opinions have been form-
ed as to the reality of La Harpe’s
conversion. By his former associ-
ates, as might have been expected, he
was esteemed mad: the change in
his views was regarded as a convinc-
ing token of a weakened intellect.
But he shewed no proof of feebleness
of mind—quite the reverse. His
conversion was doubtless the work
of God’s free grace, who sheweth
mercy when, and where, and as he
will.  Like every true penitent, La
Harpe sought to repair the injury he
had done; he dengunced his former
works ; he expressed unfeigned con-
trition for the past, he clung to his
Saviour as his only hope ; and we
cannot doubt that he was plucked as
a brand from the burning.

i
WHY IS CHRIST CALLED ¢ THE
SOX OF GOD'?

There are two ways in which men
may seek the proper answer to this
most important inquiry. Most per-
sons would be inclined to answer
according to the tenor of a creed or
a system of divinity. Such a method
commends itself, on account of its
facility, since it requires no indepen-
dent and laborious research, but
simply the echoing of another’s sen-
timents. This is, in fact, the way in
which n.ost theological questions are
disposed of by the disciples of the
various systems, which at present
obtain. Yet there are some who,
with praiseworthy independence and
patience, would seek the proper ans-
wer immediately from the Serip-
tures of truth. Bacon has taught us
that the only sure way to study
philosophy, is to ask questions of
nature ; so the only sure way to study
theology, is to ask questions of the

Why is Christ called the Son of God ?

Bible. The Bereans of old appear to
have pursued this method, “for they
searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so.” Que that has
attempted to follow their ¢ noble’ ex-
ample, by consulting the ¢lively
oracles’ with refercnce to the above
question, offers the following as the
result of that consultation.

Our Lord Jesus Christ appears to
be styled ¢ the Son of God’ for the
following different reasons :—

I. In consequence of his eternal
filial relation to Deity. This seems
to be the view which is stated at
lengtlr, in the first chapter of the
Epistle to the Hebrews. And the
Apostle John teaches the saine thing
in his writings, especially in the first
chapter of his Gospel, where he speaks
of the word, that was in the begin-
ning with God, under the name of
“the only begotten Son which is in
the bosom of the Father.

II. Because the Virgin Mary was
impregnated by the power of the
Highest. This accounts for the
origin of the title, according to Luke
i. 35, where the angel says to Mary,
The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee : therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.
Here it is plain that the miraculous
conception of our Lord is regarded
as constituting him the Son of God.
So also Adam is called (Luke iii. 38.)
the son of God, on account of his
miraculous origin, as having been
fashioned by the divine hands and
stamped with the divine image. See
Gen. ii. 7.

III. In consequence of the resur-
rection from the dead. This is what
the Apostle Paul teaches in Rom. i
4, where he states that Christ was
declared to be the Son of God with
pewer, according to the spirit of holi-
ness, by the resurrection frem the
dead. The term ¢ declured’ does not
correctly convey the sensc of the
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original word, which signifies to ap- | boxing and wrestling with every one
point or constitute. If, then, we ! he met. Suddenly he disappeared,
dopt the more accurate version of | and none eould tell aught of his de-
the passage, we must admit that our | parture, save that he had set sail in
Lord became, in one sense, the Son | a canoe heading towards the ocean—
of God in consequence of his resur- | when Capt. Cook therefore landed on
rection. The Apostle puts the matter | their shores, with his glittering uni-
in the same light also in Aects xiii. | form from his heaven winged ship,
93, where he teaches the people, say- | they exclaimed, * This is Roro,” and
ing, God hath fulfilled the same unto | prostrated themselves and their gods
us their children, in that he hath | before him as he passed. After his
raised up Jesus again, as it is also ' death, they wailed his loss, and sepa-
written in the second Psalm, Thou | rating his bones {rom his flesh, pre-
art my Son, this day have I begotten | served them in a small basket over-
thee. With these statements of the . laid with red feathers, as the relics of
Apostle’s may also be compared the | Deity in their sacred houses: from
language of Christ himself in Luke ! which they were annually carried by
xx. 36,—They are the sons of God, ! the Priest, in their idolatrous proces-

being the sons of the resurrection. | sions to all the heians in the Island,
—— to receive the votive offerings of the
CAPTAIN COOK: | people to their long lost Rono. On

my way to the mission house, I passed
A visit to the place where he was hilled. | the temple which formerly held the

BENEFIT OF MISSIONARY EXxeRrioss. | bones of this distinguished Navigator,
now crumbling and dilapidated—
viewed by the natives without emo-
tion, and passed without regard. And
as I broke a fragment here, and dis-
placed a stone there, the people only
laughed at a sacrilege, which fifteen
years before would have been visited
with signal death. During my stay
at Kaawaloa, I visited Kapiolani
several times. Under her auspices,
this portion of the moral wilderness
of Hawait, is beginning to “ bloom
as Sharon,” and putting on an aspect
of spiritual loveliness. ~She, with her
late husband, Naihe, crected a school
house and church, and collecting her
attendante, formed them into a little
flock, of which Mr. Forbes is at pre-
sent, (1885) the faithful shepherd.
His residence was two miles distant,
on an elevation of land, commanding
a most beautiful prospect, about two
thousand feet above the level of the
sea. The door of his humble thatch

Rono, cne of the Mpythological| was thrown open at my approach,
kings of Hawaii, having Decome in- | and from the warm hearts of the Rev.
sane on account of some domestic | Mr. F.and wife, I received the cordial
trouble, wandered about the Island— { welcome which ever awaited me at

It is well known that this cele-
brated Navigator was murdered, in
1778, by a company of savages at
Owyhee, or Hawaii, one of the Sand-
wich Islands. The following account
of a visit to the spot, and the com-
parison it presents of the past with
the present state of that beautiful
island, cannot fail to interest all who
delight in the moral improvement of
mankind and the progress of the Gos-
pel throughout the world. What
that Gospel has done for Hawaii, it
may and will do for all other places
where it is as much needed, and where
it shall be as successfully propagated.
Whatever degree of blame somne may
think due to the Captain, all will
rejoice in the altered state of the
people.

From the Charleston Observer.
KeaLAKERUA Bay, Hawarn, dpril, 1835.
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the Missionaries’ home. I spent
several days with his lovely family;
but the time allotted to my tour was
short, and I was compelled to leave
this almost hallowed spot, ere I had
become half acquainted with its en-
dearments. On Sunday, at four P. M.
the Rev. Mr. Forbes held divine ser-
vice on board the fine ship « Wis-
casset.” We were anchored in nearly
the same place where lay the ships of
Capt. Cook, dut there was no sen-
tinel's tread along the deck, and no
savage huru on the shore. The still-
ness of the Sabbath reigned through-
out-—the canoes were drawn up on the
beach, and the busy trade of the week
had given place to that hallowed day,
the observance of which it was truly
gratifying to behold.

At one o'clock Monday morning,
we weighed anchor; in half an hour
more, we had cleared the bay, and
were moving slowly on the quiet bo-
som of the Pacific, and when the sun
had risen, the beautiful station of
Kaawloa, was hidden from our view.

In 1778, the Sandwich Islands,
just rescued from the wide waste of
waters, presented to the celebrated
Cook a scene of thrilling interest, and
excitement. He thought of the honor
that would redound to him as their
discoverer—he beheld their beautiful
hills and vallies, fertile as Eden, and
peopled by a race of noble mein, and
daring character—he was welcomed
to their simple hospitality—reverenc-
ed as a superior being, and worship-
ped as a2 God. Buat, as if to signalize
to the world their savage character,
he fell a vietim to their wrath, and
the Island, whose discovery he hailed
with rapture,—became his tomb.—
‘What did the voyage of 1835 behold ?
He stood on the rock where Captain
Cook was killed, but he saw in its
vicinity a Church, consecrated to Je-
hovak—he saw their ancient heians,
but the people no longer gathered to
its bloody rites—he viewed at alittle
distance the Missionary station, with

Captain Cook, Sandwich Islands, &c.

its church and schoo! house—he con-
versed with the wife of Karaiopu
(Tereeboo of Cook) now a Christian
communicant—he attended divine
service in an American ship—con-
ducted by an American Missionary
in the very bay which sheltered the
“ Resolution and Endeavor’—-he
found honesty, where they found theft
—he beheld the sweets of the domes.
tic circle, where they met infanticide,
pologamy and female degradation—
he saw the “ulive branch of peace,”

where they heard the war shout of
death—he found a reading people,

who then had no written language—

he met the Missionary of the cross,

where they saw the priests of Baal;

he was surrounded by men decently

clad, where they beheld the tattooed

savage—in fine, for 1 could extend
this comparison to a greater length, ,
he met Christians where they sawa

nation of idolatrous pagans.

A sea Captain told the Rev. Mr
Holmes that he once had occasion to
call at the very spot where Capt.
Cook lost his life. He found there
Mrs. Ruggles and a female, her sole
attendant, while multitudes of the
natives were on every side. Astonish
ed at this serenity, he enquired the
distance to the nearest Christian
family ; « Fifteen miles” was the an-
swer. ¢ Are you not then,” said he
“in danger? On whom do you de-
pend here ?”  « Upon God, Sir,” was
the truly pious reply. * And are you
not afraid?” <« Afraid,” said she,
“not at all.” * And,” said the cap-
tain (who is no professor of religion),
“when I remembered that this was
the very place where Capt. Cook was
murdered, and that two solitary fe
males felt themselves perfectly safe
there, with no fellow Christian nearer
than fifteen miles, I thought with my-
self, ¢ could I have all our Americans
here at this moment, they would never
again entertain a doubt as to thein-
fluence of the Missionaries, nor ever
say, that they were doing no good.
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The stealing of one of the ship's
boats for the nails it contained,
occasioned all Capt. Cook’s trouble
at this Island, and eventuated in his
death. But does this furtive disposi-
tion still remain? let the following
facts answer. While the ship of
Capt. A. was lying in Kealakekua
Bay, in the spring of 1829, a young
native called on board in company
with the Rev. Mr., Ruggles. The
Captain recognised his features, but
poticed that he was reserved and
thoughtful. On being alone in the
cabin with Capt. A. and Mr. R., he
told the Captain, through the medium
of Mr. Ruggles, that when on a former
voyage, he had wronged the Captain
ina trade with potatoes, to the amount
of one barrel, worth three dollars, and
he now wished to make restitution,
for he had felt unhappy ever since.
Capt. A. had no knowledge of the
, tircumstance, and refused to receive
"the proffered compensation. The
same Captain related another anec-
dote of a chief. The Captain had
paid him for certain articles, a sum
of money in quarter dollar pieces, of
which, without the knowledge of the
(Captain, there Lappened to be one
quarter too much ; the chief imme-
diately returned the piece, with the
word that if it had happened before
the introduction of the Gospel, the
mistake would not have becn rectified.

What glorious results are these!
Ye who oppose Missions, what say
you to suckh a change? What a con-
quest here, not by might, or by power,
but by the Spiret of the Lord ¢ What
a Triumeu here, not of belligerent
forces conquering in cruel wars, dut
of “the sacramental host of God's
dect” by the glorious Gospel of the
* Prince of peaee.”

W. B. 8,

O G e
NECESSITY OF STRIVING.

“ Strive ye to enter in; for many
thall seek to enter in, but shall not
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be able,” Many~not one, or two,
but many—shall seek to enter into
the kingdom of God; that is, shall
think about turning to him, and shall
intend to do it one of these days, and
shall talk about goodness, and shall
now and then take up a Bible. They
shall seek—they shall look—for the
way to heaven, as a rich man might
look forasixpence that he had dropped
in a dusty road. But because they
do not set about the work with all
their heart, and mind and soul, and
strength,—becanse they do not look
for salvation as one of you would look
for a golden sovereign if you had lost
one from your month’s wages,~ -there-
fore they shall not be aLle to enter
in. They shall have the pain, tue
misery, the unspeakable woe and
anguish of seeing thousands and tens
of thousands entering in, but them-
selves shut out—shut out, observe,
not because they were profligate, or
drunken, or thievish, or oppressive :
but because they only sought when
they should have striver ; because
they crept when they should have
walked, and walked when they should
have run as in a race, (1 Cor. ix. 243)
because they did not feel during their
life tiine that this wilderness world is
no abiding place for an immortal
spirit. Noj; they loved earth and the
things of earth above Ged and the
things of God. They gave their
minds to this world, with its cares
and pleasures ; but knew and thought
little about Christ, and had no wish to
learn more. Their religion was one
of days, and rites, and outward forms;
instead of being an active principle,
running through their whole life,
They served God, partly from habit,
partly for decency’s sake, partly be~
cause they knew they must: but they
did not serve him in the spirit of faith
and love; and therefore the service
was a burden to them. Sunday was
to them the dullest day of the seven;
instead of longing to enter into the
courts of the Lord, their secret plea~
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sure was o get out again. Ina word
they saw nothing lovely in holiness to
make them desire and love it. What
sort of welcome can such persons,
who fancy they have been seeking
heaven, but have been secking it
only as a dream—what sort of wel-
come, I say, can they look for from
the God of holiness? What can
their lot be, but to be driven from his
presence into the outer regions of
sin and of death? God, who in his
merey has lately preserved us from

one pestilence, preserve us all my{

brothers from this worse, this second
death !—Rev. A. W. Hare.

——

THINK.

We can give some reasons why
many know little about the above
term as applied to religious subjects. '
There is but little close and careful

Think.

2. Some are afraid of the result of
deep thought. Here is one neglect.
ing the salvation of hissoul. He has
no sort of intercourse with §God.
Sin has made a fearful gulf between
him and his maker. Now should he
think deeply on any religious subject
which would bring his own moral
and religions prospeets into light. he
would receive the reproaches of his
conscience and be made unhappy.
He sees this every time his thoughts
happen to take a religious direction.
It will not do to follow out such
strains of thought. Hence that mind
will not soar upward to eternity. It
will bend down its powers to earth
and keep them there.

Little does such a man regard the
fearful truth, that think he must for-
ever, and think forever too on reli-
gious themes. The realities of eter.

thinking ; a bending of the mind in- | nity, now rejected as themes of
tensely and earnestly to religious thought, are to be present soon in

themes.

| overwhelming power. And if the

1. One of the reasons is, it is a! mind cannot bear their presence now,

difficult work. This arises partly ;
from the fact that the minds of many

i how can it endure their awful bright.
ness then! <« If thou hast run unth

have not been accustomed to such | the footmen and they have wearie
discipline as to give them much pow- | thee, then how canst thou contend

ar over the current of their thoughts; |

such power as to keep the mind fixed
on a single subject chosen at plea-
sure.

But there is a deeper cause in the
soul’s alienation from God. Religious
themes are not pleasant themes to un-
holy minds. And even where the
reigning power of sin has been brok-
en, and the mind has hecome inter-
ested in sacred things, they are stili
comparatively strange things. They
have not in most minds the power to
command deep and intense thought.
The world is crippled indeed, but its
power is yet strong. There are
gleams of sunshine, the presage of a
brighter day ; but there are dark and
heavy clouds still lingering above the
horizon. Most Christians find it a

with horses ?”

But be the difficulties in the way
of deep and earnest thought on reli-
gious subjects what they may, they
can be overcome, and the habit of
close thinking is of the utmost im-
importance.

1. It is the only way of getting
clear and definite conceptionsoftruth.
Loose and superficial notions, are
from loose and superficial thought.
It is not the hasty stroke of the chisel,
that changes the marble block into
the beautiful statute. The various
lineaments of the form divine, appesr
one after another, in all their well
defined preparations by patient labor
and skill. ¥t requires more than
moonbeams to remove the mist from
the landscape. The burning sun

difficult thing to fix their miuods in- | will do it.  So it requires more than

tently on given religious suhjeets.

 feeble superficial thought, to give the
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mind clear apprehensions of the great ’

truths of the gospel. Think deeply,
if you would sce clearly.

2. And do so, also, if you would
feel deeply. There are emotions
which a breath orly will arouse;
but then a breath will allay them. A
zephyr will ripple the sea, but its'
mountain waves are heaved by another
agency. Those that think little, may .
flash and blaze, but they do not feel
deeply. No religious sulject penc-
trates the inward mind, and takes
powerful hold upon the great springs |
of action, which is not held firmly
before it in intense thought.

3. The glory and beauty of spiri-
tual objects can be best seen only by
deep thonght. The traveller that
hastens through Talmyra or Petra,
casting but a pascing glance at the
wonderful scenes of greatness in ruins
there, will have but feeble impres-
sions concerning them. If he would
have the deepest emotions of wonder,
awe, and pleasure, let him pause.
examine, view from this poeint, and
then from that. TLet him fasten
his mind on the various subjects be.
fore him. It will be while he thus
mu-os that the fire will burn. He
that rushes throngh a landscape in a
railroad car, can have but poor appre-
hensions of its beauties.

More especially in relation to spi-
ritual objects, is careful thought
needful to discern their exceilence.
There must be many strokes of the
pencil, before the fancy sketch of the
painter glows before him in the finish-
ed beauty. So the more thought the
sublime truths of religion receive, the
clearer and more delightful will be
the mind’s apprehension of their spi-
ritual beanty. What delightful vis-
ions of the glory and beauty of divine
truth remain yet unrealized by multi-
tudes of the disciples, because they
lbestowed so little patient and fervent
thought upon them! They may have
picked up a few glittering pebbles

about the shore, but they have not
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plunged in and brought up the pre.
cious pearis that are found in the
depths.

4. Powerful and abiding principles
of action, are the results of deep
thaught. Why do so many in a re-
ligious life start off like a rocket, flash
brightly along a small section of the
Christian race, and then are sudden-
Iy eclipsed and are seen no more.
They had thought indeed of serious
things, or they would not have start-
ed at all. But they had not thought
deeply. The mind had not been fix-

. ed upon divine things, so fixed as to

be penetrated by their power.  There
had been thougnt enough to convince

cof duty, but not enough to make a

sense of duty a powerful principle of
action. The mind has seen some of
the motions which should impel its
action, but it has seen them as
through a glass darkly. Deeper
thought would have given it such an
impulse, that it would not have been
like the rocket, but like the deep
river rolling strongly on in spite of
every obstruction.

When, therefore, we urge thought,
much thought, deep thought, upon
religious subjeets, we urge a course
which will put men ia possession of
clear and definite views of trath. It
will awaken deep emotions in view of
it. It will give delightful apprehen-
sions of the beauty of spiritual objeets,
and powerfully aid in fixing in the
mind the great principles which
should sway human conduct. There-
fore, we have good reasons for saying,
in great earnestness, THINK !~ Bos-
ton Recorder.

- ——

To the Editor.

Urper Canabpa, Dec. 25, 1838.
Str,—The following is an acconnt
of the awful length to which priest-
craft and superstition have gone in
this place, and that by those who
presume to be the only pecple pos-
sessed of the truth. A friend of
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mine, living amongst Roman Catho-
lics, was lately induced, to please her
neighbours, to be one of a party, in
the character of a nurse, to attend a
c¢hild to the priest’s for baptism. The
priest asked the father what was to
be the name. He said Mary ; for,
says he, that was the name of her
sister who died, and I mean to raise
up the name in the family.  You do
that very well, says the priest, for

heaven with a white or tallow candle
in her hand, praying for you, and this
child. So after the salt, spittle, water,
&e. were applied, and the party ubout
to take their leave, the priest said to
the father, You have brought that
child here a lost sinner, and you now
take her away a saint. The party
returned home, quite happy at the

Superstition.

haps, and a sheep too, besides plenty
of rum, &ec., and the whole expense
would not be less than twelve pounds,
which will cost you years of labour
to pay it off.  Now, would it not be
much more natural and reasonable to
call together anumber of your friends,
and quickly bury your wife, without
cither jfeasting or drinking, and save
that money 7 Then give four doliars

¢ ! to one priest, five to another, and six
that child is just now in the gate of |

to a third, and the three priests would
offer up so great a sacrifice at the
same time, that the soul of your wife
would get out of purgatory all at ence;

. while, on your system, it mwust lie
“ there burning for years, and you have

mysterious change, to restore the little ;

saint to her joytul mother; and, as

they went, entered the first tavern to |

take a glass of grog.
were sat down a neighbour cawme in,

Just as they

of the same faith, who was offered a -
share ; but, being a temperance man, :

he would not partake, and said to the
other he ought not to take it himself.
Well, says the man, the priest told
me there was no harm in it, as long
as it will not lead me to commit mor-
talsin. But, enquired the other, may
it not send you to purgatory ?
replied, I believe it may.
the temperance advocate, *“Is there
no evil there ¥
advice you can have full proof of the
evil of it, and that according to vour

not a penny to take it out.  Besides,
if you coutinue to drink rum, &e.
you must lie with your wife, and
suffer too for years, and no means
left to take you out”” The man was
sincere in his belief of purgatory, and
looked on money as supplying the
efficacious means of redemption out
of it; and that is the general belief
in this country.

A list of all the souls remaining yet
in purgatory from this vieinity, was
lately read in one of the congregations

of this county; and, as one of the

He:
Well, says

number, was mentioned the Rev. Mr.
Fraser, who laboured faithfully for
Christ in the village of St ———,
and who has now been dead for three
years. How gloomy the hope of'such

: areligion at the hour of death ! Alas!

If vou follow my

alas! for the people, when the best

" of their priesthood, supposed to pos-

own acknowledgement. Take a glass
of rum in the cne hand, and a live |

ceal of fire in the other, and see
whether your pain from the one, or

vour pleasure from the otlher, exceeds. :
Now, if your pain is so great from

the fire of this world, and that for a

moment, how great must your pain -

be in the fire of purgatory, which is
far hotter, and that for years toge ther.

More than that, 1 believe, should your
wife die, you would kill 2 cow per-

sess such power for others, must con-
tinue themselves burning in the fires
of purgatory for years together. But
there is a useful article called gold.
and when the priests get a true and
sufficient share of that, the souls of
the faithful obtain a hasty passage
through these maginary rcgions.
But, my Dear Sir, “the hlood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin.”
«without money, and without price.
Is it not evident that these people are

_as ignorant of the Gospel of Christas
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Hindoos or Burmese? IHow loudly
does this call on the fricnds of the
truth to exert themselves in their be-
half, by the distribution of Bibles and
Tracts, and labour from house to
house, to remove the moral darkness
by which their minds are euveloped,
and to bring them to “ the knowledge
of the truth as it is in Jesus.”  How
inconsistent and unreasounable for a-
Protestaut Government to help for--
ward such delusion, superstition, and
idolatry, by giving State stipends to
their priests, and Government grants
far the building of their chapels. But
why do I wonder, so long as thousands
of British money are given yearly for
the support of Jrggernaut? What- .
ever is religiously wrong, can never !
be politically right. «Oh! that the
salvation ot God may come out of'!
Zion,” and every ecrror be cleared .
away before the power of divine
truth.  Your's in the Truth,
ALrPHA.

'

———
SARDIS.

The Rev. S. H. Calhoun, the
American Bible Society’s Agent in
the Levant, has communicated to the
Society a Journal of a six weeks'
tour in the interior of Asia Minor.
His object was to become, from per-
sonal observation, better acquainted
with its moral condition, and find ont
what openings there are for the dis-
tibution of the Holy Scriptures in
that extensive region.  The following
account of what was Sardis, will
atford both instruction and warning
to churches of the present day.

“Cassabar is a town of consider-
able importance, being the great
thoroughfare of all the caravans from
avast extent of country. It contains,
terhaps, 2000 houses, the most of .
which are Turkish. It has extensive
cardens, and gives its name to the
host melons found in the market of -
Smyrna. We notice here many storks.
The stork isalarge bird, held in high |

~d1s.

! esteern by the Turks, who neverallow
“one to be killed.  The nest, whicel is
at least three feet in diamcter, is
usually built on the tiles of Turkish
houses.
Six hours from Cassabar (about
cighteen miles) brought us to
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Saxpis,

or rather to the spot where Sardis
was. The situation of this city, so
famous iu sacred and profane history,
was adwmirable. It occupied a gentle
swell of land which overlooks a mag-
uificent plain (the Lydian or Sar-
dian), stretching away to a great ex-
tent casterly and westerly., Across
the plain to the north, five or six
miles distant, on another moderate
clevation, can be seen the immense
mounds built by the Lydian kings,
cither to secure their treasures or to
bury their bodies; and among them,
and eminently conspicuous, that of
Alyattes, the father of Creesus. This

. barrow, or mound of Alyattes, was

deseribed by Herodotus as beyond
comparison the greatest work in
Lydia; inferior only to the works of
the Egyptiansand Babylonians. Just
behind the town to the south, rose
the Acropolis, a detached and rugged
hill, 600 or 800 feet in height, with a
strong castle on its summit; and be-
hind this, Mount Timolous, towering
away almost to the clouds. The
Pactolus, a mountain torrent, which
1s said to have brought down sands
of gold, washed the city on the west.
Sardis must have been a delightful
residence for the wealthy monarchs
who made it their capital.

But what is Sardis now? Unin-
habited, exeept by six or cight most

miserable Turkish families, living in

huts of the rudest construction.  The
walls are still standing of two rooms

- which are supposed to have formed

a part of the house of Crasus. These
rooms are in a line, with a passage
between them.  Each of them is 144
feet in length, and the passage is 54.
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feet in thickness, They were cover-
ed with plates, of what metal I do
not know. The plates are all gone,
carried away by rude hauds, but
many of the small spikes by which
they were fastened, are still seen
sticking in the walls.  The bricks are
in a good state of preservation. They
are of various sizes, mostl v, however,
brcad and flat. More than 1600
years ago this very building was
mentioned by Roman authors (Pliny
and Vitruvius) as an example of the
durability of the ancient brick. It
seems to have been preferred, in some
instances, to marble itself.

The voice of mirth is no more
heard within those walls. The storks
hold undisputed possession. Ieounted
a dozen of their huge nests on the top
of them.

In a most retired spot, between

the Acropolis and the mountain, and
on the bank of the Pactolus, are yet

seen the vast ruins of a very ancient
Tonic temple.

Letter to the Editor,

The walls are of brick, and are ten |

beer made good.  Sardis was, but is
not. A loud warning to dead
churchies, aud dead members.  Still,
while standing amid her desolations,
it was pleasant to read in the same
¢pistle, that, in those early days, there
were “a few names even in Sardis,
which had not defiled their garments,”
and to be assured, on the authority
of Christ himself, that some had lived
therc who should ¢ walk with him in
white.” I knew positively that some
souls were rejoicing before the throne
of God, who had gone up from the
spot where I was then standing.
Finding no resting-place near Sar
diz, and not even food for our horses,
we came on two hours further (6
miles) to Salicklie, a xmall Turkish
village.  There being no khan for the

Two columns only are |

entertainment of atmn"er\ we are
| provided for the night “with a mud-
" house, of asingle room, and with the
earth for a floor.  Safe, however, in
the arms of a eovenant keeping God
cand Saviour, we lie down to rest,
happy and contented. The Lord is

standing, and the chapiter of one of ! our Shepherd, and we shall not want.”

these has been moved twenty degrees
out of its line, probably by an earth-
quake. The building is of marble,

and bears a date, it is:aid, as ancient
a3 six or seven centuries before Lhe’

Christian cra.

The remains of several churches
indicate that Sardiz was a magnificent
place for a long time after the intro-
duction of Christianity.

Sacred associations will ever make |
interesting spot to the .

Sardis an
Christian. To the church planted
there, the Saviour sent a special
message through his servant Jobhn.
That message was of solemn import,
and with peculiarly solemn feelings
did we read it, and pray over it amidst
herruins. ¢ Thou hasta name,” (Rev.
iii,) said the Redeemer, «that thou
livest, and art dead.” * Be watch-
ful.” <« Repcut.” «If therefore thon
shalt not watch, I will come on thee

as a thief” The declaration hasi

———

To the Editor.

Sir,—By a notice of 2 communi-
cation of “ Trinitarius” in the Maga-
' zine for this month, I perceive its
. drift is not perceptible to you.  With

a view of making it s0, I beg leaveto
-impose a few observations more upon
, Your patience ; and also to add, that
instudyingand attempting to expourd
propheey. I feel, I trust, no disposi-
ction to dogmatize. What I hae
written I merely submit as my opin:
ion, ready, while I am disposcd 0
- give every reason in my power in
support of my own, to defer with due
respect to those of others.

Passing over the subordinate mean-
(ings of the scenes prophetically
i brought before us by St. John, suci
'as the identical characters, time and
phce, except in so far as they are
necessary to elucidate the highest ant
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most important view of the subject, I
respectfully invite your consideration
of the following opinions, leaving it
to your Christian prudence and better
judgment to_use them in public or
not. My chief object in this essay is
to shew to mankind the various parts
they are severally acting in the grana
Drama of Life, if the term is admis-
sible, as foreseen and foretold by the
prophet.

The 12th chapter of Revelation,
the 13th, and part of the 17th, seem
sufficient for my purpose; for I be-
lieve the same events are exhibited in
other parts of Scripture, under differ-
ent characters.

Caar. xii. v. 1.—The Church of Christ is
represented by the woman, the sun represents
the divinity of her child, the moon his human-
ity, and the twelve stars the twelve apostles,

2. The birth of Christ: the fulness of the
time was come.

3. The Devil, watching the advance of the
Saviour to defeat his mission, as well by his
own persunal effort, as by means of the powers
of the world.  “For, of a truth, again-t thy
Holy child Jesus both Herod,” &c. : crowns
and creeds, real enemics, and false friends were
arrayed against him.

4. Hereis an apostroph, referring to Satan’s
rebellion, and the expatriation of the multi-
tude of rebels, drawn by his tail or influence
from their allegiance to the Supreme Lord of
All; and the object of the Devil, to oppose
Christ’s errand.

5. The birth and ascension of our Saviour.

6. The church obscured by persecution—
the period of her exile—and the protection of
God afforded bor.

7 and 8. The defection of Satan and his
tools, and then banished from heaven. Com-
pare 3d and 9th verses.

10, 11, 12, and 13. The triumph of Christ
proclaimed in heaven over fallen Satan in
behalf of faithful and martyred saints. A
canticle of rejoicing at the event; and a wail-
ing on behalf of the saints, in the prospect of
their being still subject to the wily and wicked
influence of the old serpent.

14. Compare verse 5. Wings of an
eagle—soaring by divine influence above all
earthly considerations.

15. Persecutions. 16. The earth orcarth-
ly—unregenerated—even they  were con-
strained to stay the persecutions—as, Anton-
inus Pius, and others.

17. When the general persecutions failed,
be pursued them (the Christians) in detail,
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The Devil having hitherto failed in his
designs against Christianity, changes his tac-
tics, changes his ministry, but changes not his
purpose,

Cuar. xiii. v. 1.—Out of the sea of party
strife arises prospectively a second monster,
haviug seven heads, ten horns, and ten crowns
upon those horns ; and on the heads the name
of Blasphemy.

The seven heads represent seven false reli-
glons—imperial or crowned, and blasphem-
ous, either negatively or positively. Here
permit me to designate them according to my
view of them : Paganism, I shall put first;
then Judaism ; Deism, in all its forms;
Popery in the middle—Arianism, Moham-
medism, and Unitarianism, 'vith its sisterhood
Socinianismn.  Whether these are correctly
classifi.d or mot, it is cert .n that they form
a monstrous coalition, differing in almost
every thing but one—that is, in their opposi-
tion in some way or other to Christian truth.
Popery wears four crowns on her four powers
—that is, the Tiara, besides her secular share
as an empire or state.

2. The Characteristics of the Beast: the
nature of each head shows itself as a spot on
the skin, by a boisterous bloody mouth, and by
grasping and hold-fast talons and jaws.

3. Popery wounded by the Reformation.

4. By fabse dortrine and unholy conduct,
the Dragon or Devil is worshipped; and
none_are more bold in proclaiming their
practise thau the most erroneous, nor more
tyrannical in enforcing their tenets.

5 and 6. The character of the monster re-
peated, and the period of its existence.

7 and 8. The extent and influence of anti-
Christianity.

9. Attention, for the subject is important !

10. Be patient, Christinus; let wars and
calamities arise 5 shun them as much as pos-
sible, for the actors shall consume each other.

Nor yet is Satan satisfied, though this
beast has done much to promote his power.
It dues not answer, however, for the <aint,
are not all destroyed.

11. Another metamorphosearises out of the
earth—out of the unconverted mass—with
two uncrowned horns, and no apparent head.
This beast professes no religion; it professes
rather to view all faise and true alike. It is
the mere politican, whose creed is false philo-
sophy, human policy, and morality enough to
enable him to pass for a mild, good man in
the world.  See, then, if this kind hold not
greatsway this day in the nations of the earth,

2. This beast or power is endeavouring
to promote, to influence every character as a
party or power, which composed the second
beast, with very little regard to her religion,
Is there a respectable print in Europe or
America that does not chronicle the facts?
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For the last dozen years the plot has been
thickeniug.

13, 14, 15. The extraordinary political
events which have transpired, and are daily
manifesting themselves, declare most truly
the present existence of this little two-horned
lamb.

16, 17. The mark in the right hand is a
bribe, and that on the forehead is partizan-
ship; and by its pelitical ibtluence none beside
his own creatures shall hold puwer or place—
buy or sell—and all that have not the mark
of the beast shall be politically killed.

Cuaar. xvii. ¢. 1—3.—The woman, the i
great whore, here, is Popery—sitting upon, -
controlling, or riding the other six heads of
the second beast.

4. Her resuscitation to power is here pro-
mised ; and though Popery seems, cannibal-
like, to be in many places devouring herself,
nathing is more certain than that she is poli-
tically strengthening herself, especially in ;
nominal Pratestant countries, |

{
|
|
I
i

5, 6, 7. Nothing particular.

8. The beast was in power declined—and |
becomes powerful again.  Such is the fact to
@ certain extent, even at this day, of all the i
seven anti-Christian heads. But who can |
say what they will shortly be, when they |
must be all conciliated by the ungodly politi- |
cian, to sustain his influence ? i

9. The seven heads are seven mountains
on which the woman sitteth. These are
figurative eminences.  Popery is proud of her
name, and so is Mobhammedism, and so is
Infidelity beginning to be, and so forth. At '
all events they are heads, and chief characters,
and no one can deny that they are all anti- |
Christian, except such as know not Christ. |
The idea happens to chime with the fact, as |
Rome is seated on seven hills, she must be
the great whore; and perhaps it was so de- |
signed by Providence the more distinctively
to mark her character. I

10. Know not. i

18. All the Anti-Christian powers shall |
unite against Christianity, under, chiefly, the |
influence of popery.

14. But they shall fail in the contest.

15. The extent of Popish intluence.

16. Here will be a reverse.  No doubt the
overbearing tyranny of Popery will reach
to such a pitch, that she will presume to rule .
despotically the powers of the world. Then -
shall the Lord shew them their folly, and
they shall chastise her, and persecute her al-
most indescribably—burn her with fire, and
eat her flesh. :

17, 18...27 Peers and 44 Commoners of |
England were, in 1835, Unitarians.  Popish |
Churches have grown in England in 35 years, I
(1800—to '35) from 40 to 500. l

TriNiTARIUS. |

The present Crisis, and its Duties.

THE PRESENT CRISIS
AND ITS DUTIES.

Although the general principle of
Christian obedience is the same at
all times, the calls and obligations to
particular duties will vary with the
state of society and the changing
circumstances of the church. In
scasons of persecution, stedfastness
and patience are the appropriate vir-
tues. When luxury prevails, both in
principle and practice, it becomes
Christians to reuse themselves for the
purpose of correcting the evil. When
the world appears to be encroaching
on the church, every faithful subject
of the “King in Zion,” should be arm-
ed and active to repel the aggression.
In short, whatever threatens to cor-
rupt the purity of the gospel, to damp
the zeal of its professors, or to draw
off their minds from spiritual and
cternal objects to those which are
secular and temporary, should be re-
garded with a “ godly jealously,” and
opposed with all the energy of Chris-
tian zeal and holiness.  As every age
has its peculiar temptations, and every
crisis its especial duty, so the circum-
stances of the period in which we live
are exerting an influence upon mem-
bers of the Christian community, and
demanding their attention to the situ-

" ation which they occupy,and the man-

ner in which they ought to conduct
themselves in it. It becomes, there-
fore, every Christian to enquire in
what direction, and to what extent,
these circumstances are affecting his
character and his heart.

Natural feelings prompt us to the
love of country, and there is nothing
in Christianity which forbids it. The
gospel only expands the principle
into one of universal benevolence.
The order of the sentiment in its pro-
gress to this point is, for the consistent
Christian first to love his family and
friends, ¢ especially them who are of
the household of faith ;"

“ His country next, and next all human race;™
only taking care that his affections
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be equitably distributed, according |
to the respective claims  which |
cach may make upon hLis regard. |
He loves his country, then, as the .
place where he can most success- !
fully exert his influence, and the in- |
habitants of it as those with whom, in |
the nature of' things, he can most cor- |
dially co-operate. His preference is
the nccessary consequence of his .
limited ageney, and hissocial feelings;
and it is cherished not from inter- ;
ested motives alone, but also from ;
those of benevolence and patriotism. |
When danger threatens his coun-
try, he prepares for its defence: not !
I

wishing to injure others, his desire is
not to retaliate, but to defend from
aggression the sphere of his own
activity, the scenes of his own enjoy- !
ment, and the interests of his friends
and fellow-citizens.  This is no more
inconsistent with Clristian philan- i
thropy, than the punishment, by the
civil magistrate, of those who disturb
the public peace, or invade the rights
of others in the same community. In
such a condition have the loyal in-
habitants of this Province been re- !
cently placed; their exertions have |
been imperatively called for by the
unusual state of things among us; |
they have been compelled to unite
for the common good, for the preser-
vation of all that is dear to a peace-
able and loyal people; aud whether ;
they have been preparing, and stand
ready, to repel aggression or to put
down revolt, they have been equally
evgaged in the performance of a
duty.

Every one whose heart is not en-
cased i utter selfishness will feel
himszelf ealled upon to do what he can
for the preservation of the common '
safety, and will respond to the call:
with conscientious alacrity.  But’
there is danger lest this new state of
things should interfere too much with |
ordinary occupations, and heget a'
taste and induce a habit at variance |
with domestic, and common, and ?

W7

every day duties, which are the chief
support of a state, and indeed essen-
tial to its stability.  To this danger
the lively and ardent minds of the

I young are more especially exposed,

and hence the necessity of caution
on their part, lest the military spirit
should, by insensible or more obvious
eneroachments, displace the senti-
ments and habits of more uiet times.
It this caution be neglected, a return
to peaceful oceupations will be ren-
dered more diffienlt, i’ not impracti-
cable, when the danger shall be over,
and the daily event  t life again flow
in their accustomed  1annel.

It is incumbent upon Christians, at
the present crisis, to exercise caution

“on many'accounts, some others of

which we proceed to notice. The time
occupied in military exercises will

. sometimes interfere with religious

duties, withattendance on the means ot
grace, withdomestic worship,andeven
with private devotion, Care should be
taken, therefore, that these interrup-

* tious occur as seldom as possible, apd
. such arrangementsmade asto counter-

act the evils artsing frem them, if
they cannot be altogether prevented.
The head of a Christian household
should be at least as much alive to
the spiritual claims of his own soul,
and of those who are placed under his
care, as to the secular claims of him-
self and his country, and should take
care to keep alive the flame upon the
family altar.

But not only the time employed,
the very nature and character of the
accupation itself, must bave an un-
friendly influence upon him who does
not intend to make it the business of
his life. The thonghts suggested,
and the feelings excited, by it, require
an eftort to give them a right direc-
tion, and keep them within proper
limits. Indeed, the strong impression
which the present state of the country
makes upen us all, whether engaged
in active preparation or not, has a
strong tendency to divert the mind
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from spiritual objects and pursuits, | that out of these seeming or real
and to give to prescnt things an ovils, he will educe permanent aud

undue ascendancy in the soul.
In addition to this, the necessity

extensive good.
The Great Ruler is evidently call-

of assuciating more frequently and | ing upon us to ¢ consider our ways.”

more familiarly with those who fear
not God, must produce upon the
mind of the Christian an anxicty lest

he should, in an unguarded moment, |
betray the cause of his Lord and:
Master, or at least veeeive injury from |

the ¢ evil communications”
« corrupt” good nrinciples as well as
“good manners.” He will feel the
need to be especially on his guard,
and will be often lifting up his heart
to God that he may be preserved
from evil himself, and rendered use-
ful to some of his companions in arms,
by directing their minds to themes of
greater importance than the fleeting
interests of time.  Much, perhaps, he
will hear, by which his feclings may
be shocked, and much he will see that
he cannot approve, and possibly with-
out being able to correcteither the one
ag the other. It behooves him, how-
ever, on every suitable occasion, to
make the attempt, kindly, and in the
fear of God.

The absorbing interest that we all
take in the events that are passing
over us, the unsettled state of the
public mind, the ever-varving an.l
sometimes gloomy aspect of our
affairs, the impossibility of seeing, or
even conjecturing, where and how
things will end, unfit us in a great
degree for the calmer exercises and
enjoyments of religion; but at the
same time they urge us with a pressing
vehemence to place our hopes where
they cunnot be disturbed, and to seek
a kingdom which can never be moved.

It becomes us, then, to live very
near to God in meditation and prayer,
to be watchful over our own spirits,
to guard against evil example, to set
a good one ourselves, to “ possess our
souls in patience,” to remember that
“ the Lord reigneth,” and to console
ourselves with the delightful assurance

which ;

It will be wise to attend to the call.
Nations, as such, will have no exist-
ence in the future world, and there-
fore can only reccive moral treatment,
in their social capacity, here. God
“foveth righteousness and hateth
iniquity,” as much now as when he
destroved the cities of the Plain. and
deluged the world for their crimes;
and sometimes by awful tokens vin-
dicates hisrighteous character. < Shall
not I visit for these things,” saith the
Lord, “and shall not my soul be
avenged on such a pation as this?"
Let us, then, as individual members
of the community, relinquish our false
confidences, repent of our sius, for-
sake them, and turn unto God. Let
us comunit our country into his hands,
and ourselves to his care,—humble
ourselves before him, and labour to
promote his cause, and ALL wiLt
YET BE WELL.
—t e

CONDENSED ARGUMENT.—A very
celebrated Scotch divine says: « The
world we inhabit must have had an
origin ; that origin must have consist-
ed in a canse; that cause must have
been intelligent ; that intelligence
must have been efficient ; that effici-
ency must have been ultimate; that
ultimate power must have been su-
preme; and that which always was,
and is supreme, we know by the name
of God.”

SiNGULAR INscRIPTION.-—~On the
font, made for sprinkling infants, in
the Cathedral Church in Berlin stands |
the inseription—+ He that believeth '
and is baptized shall be saved.” Hov |
appropriate {—B. D. ‘

BurMan.—A periodical paper has
recently been undertaken at Maul-
mein. Forty of the natives have
commenced subscribing thereto, and
it gains ground among them.
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Inp1a.—A petition has been signed *Twas huF the whirlwind of Ins breath,
by thousands of natives praying the Announcing danger, wrech, and death.
Government to institute  Sunserit
Schools, in order that one general
language may supersede the various

1t ceased.  The air grew mute—a cloud
Came, mutiling up the sun:
When. thrangh the mountun, deep and loud

dialects of Bengal.

M. Salvador, a Jewish writer,
author of some interesting works, has

Just published in France, a work on

Jesus Christand hisdoctrines, with the
history of the Christian Church dur-
ing the first century. Some further
account will shortly appear.

The Library of the celebrated Dr.
Leander Van Ess, of Bavaria, con-
sisting of upwards of 13,000 volumes,
has recently been purchased by the
Directors of the New York Theolo-
gical Seminary, and is now on its
way from Germany.

DiviniTy or Curist.—Two gen-
tlemen were once disputing on the
divinity of Christ. One of them, who
argued against it, said, “If it were
true, it certainly would have been ex-
pressed in more clear and unequivo-
cal terms.” < Well,” said the other,
“admitting that you believed it, were
authorized to teach it, and allowed
to use your own language, how wonld

|you express the doctrine to make it

indubitable P ¢ I would say,” replied
the first, < that Jesus Christ is the true
God.” “You are very happy,” re-

joined the other, “in the choice of

your words ; for you have happened
ito hit upon the very words of inspira-
tion.  St. John, speaking of the Son,
says, < This is the true God and eter-
nal life."”

J— S —

Portry.,

ELIJAU'S INTERVIEW.

BY CAMPBELL.

On Hareb’s rock the Prophet stood—
The Lord before him passed ;

A hurricane in angry mood
Swept by him strong and fast.

The forest fell before its force,

The rocks were shiver'd in its course.
God was not in the blast ;

An earthquihs thundered on;
The frighted eagle sprang in ar,
The wolf ran hoswhng from his lair.

God was ot m the storm
*“Twas but the rolling of his car,

‘The tramphng of lus steeds from far.

*Twas still again, and nature stood
And calm’d her rufiled frame 3

When swift from heaven a tiery flood
‘I o earth devouring came

Down to the depth the ocean tled

The ~ick'ning <un lovk'd wan and dead;
Yet God till'd not the thane

“Twas but the terror of his eye

That lightened through the troubled sky.

At last a voice all still and small,
Rose sweetly on the ear,
Yet rose ~o shriil and elear, that all
In heaven and earth might hear s
1t spoke of peace, it spoke of love;
It spoke as angels speak above—-
And God himself wa- there
For oh ! it was a father’s voice,
That bade the trembling world rejoice.

STANZA~.

¢ I will arise and go unto my Father.""—S¢. Luke
xv. 18,

When morn with freshi'ning sunbeam breaks,

And thought from hours ot sleep awalees;

When ev'ning brings, on wings of peace,

The time when tol and Iabour cease—
Father, 1 would arise and o to thee,
Perpetual spring of benefit to me.

In time of poverty or wealth,

In tume of sickness or of health,

When evils threaten, or when prase

Crowns the bright course of prosp'rous days—
Father, I would arise and go to thee,
Perpetual spring of benefit to me.

For gnidance through life’s vared day,
For peace which none can take away,
For all thy rich supplies of grace.
For sirength to run the Christian race,

Father, I would arise and go to thee :

Thou art the source of every good to me.

Javes EpMESTON.
— Christian Messenger.
——RE—

Sir E. . Smith’s Prize for the best Essay
on Schiam, as opposed to the Unity of the
Church, has been awavded to the Rev Pro-
fessor Hoppus, London University College.
The Essay will shortly be published.
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TUPPER CANADA
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Wehavereceived letters from Elder
Oakley, the Agent, and Br. Z. W.
Camfield, the Secretary ofthis Society,
with communications of great import-
ance, as bearing upon the operations
of both the Societies established
among the Baptists for Missionary
purposes in Canada.

The Secretary states that a letter
from Elder Rees, then in England,
had been received, containing a re-
solution of the London Canadian
Missionary Society, to this effect—
That the funds collected by Elder
Rees for the Institution shall be added
to the rfunds already collected by Mr.
Gilmour; that delegates shall be
elected from the two bodies of Bap-
tists in Lower and Upper Canada, to
meet next July in Ialdimand, to
compare the offers that have been
made in support of the Seminary, and
to consider the hest site for its loca-
tion ; and that, if the delegates can-
not agree on the place, they must
refer it to the decision of the London
Comunittee,

Elder Rees wishing to have the
opinion of the Board upon the sub-
ject, the members met in Townsend
on the 23rd of October last, and
adopted the following resolutions :

1. Resolred, That we will unite with
them according to the above resolution.

2. Resolved, That we approve of Flder
Rees’s labouring under the patronage of the
Committee of the London Canadian Mission-
ary Suclety, in obtaining funds for the bene-
&t of the cause in Upper Canada.

The Board again met, at Beams-
ville, on the 19th of December, when
the following resolutions were passed :

1. Resolved, That it is our desive that the
two Mazazines published in Upper and Lower
Canada should be merged in one,

2. Resolved, That FElders Oakley and
Harris, and Br. Camfield, be a Committee to
draft resolutions for the above purpose.

The Committee reported the fol-
lowing Resolutions:

1. Resolved, That, from various causes, it
seems inexpedient to have two Magazines
published among the Baptists in Upper and
Lower Canada, and that it will conduce more
to the advancement of the Redeemer’s King-
dom, and save considerable expence, to merge
the two in one,

2. Resolred, As our Agent, Elder Rees,
is now labouring under the patronage of the
Committee of the London Canadian Mission-
ary Society, and as they have proposed (and
we agreed to do »0) that we shall appoint one
delegate from each Association to meet in
Haldimand next July, with delegates from
the Baptists in Lower Canada, to try to agree
with them on the location for a Sewinary,
that it is our wish that, when the delegates
meet, they shall take into consideration the
expediency of publishing but one Magazine,
and make arrangements for the same.  Report
adopted.

3. Resolved, That we forward the doinn
of the last meeting of the Board, and of this
meeting, to the Editor of the Cunada Baptut
Magazine for insertion.

4. Resolved, That e request them to
state their views in regard to uniting the two
Magazines, in the same Nutnber, and that we
request them to forward 200 copies of the
same to our Secretary, and we will pay for
them.

5. Resolred, That we propose the Tuesay
following the first Wednesday in Jnly next,
as the time for the delegates to meet in Haldi-
; mand, and if it meet the minds of the brethren
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in Montreal, we wish them to insert it in the
Magazine.
By order and in behalf of the Board,
Zina Wy, CaMrienn, Secretary.

Elder Oakley gives us the follow-
ing notice of OrnINATION, which we
insert with pleasure.
Drusmyoxpvipre, U. C. Dec. 24, 1838,

Yesterday brother Divey, formerly 3 mem-
ber of Dr. Ryland's Church, Bristol, Ene-
land, and who was first sent out to preach
the Gospel by that church, and who hassince
been s ceral years usetfully employed as a
preacher in several parts of this Province, and
epecially within the neighbourhood of the
Drummondville Church, waspropased accord-
ing to the unanimous wish of the brethren,
and agreeably to public notice, previously
given, to be set apart by solemn ordination
to the full work of the Gospel Ministry, as
an Evangelist.  After hearing his Christian
experience end doetrinal sentiments, Elder

, Johuson prayed and read select portions of
Seripture,—XYlder Qakley delivered the ordin-
ation discourse, from Acts xiii. 2. (latter
part) ; Elder Johnson gave the charge from
1 Tim. vi. 20, first clause. Ordination
prayer by Elder Oakley, and laying on of
hands with Elder Johuson.

X
BAPTIST CANADIAN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY, Loxpox.

A letter from Jos. U. Harwood,
Esq., Secretary of the above Society,
communicates the following Resolu-
tions of the Committee :

Fex Courr, Sept. 12, 1838.

1. Resolved, That the Rev. Mesors. Som-
mers and Rees have the sanction of this
Committee to collect funds for establishing a
Literary and Theological Institution in Cana-
da, and that such funds shall be added to the
maney already collected under the sanction
of this Committee for that object.

2. Resolred, ‘That a Committee consisting
of one individual chosen by each of the Bap- i
tist  Associations in  Upper and Lower
Canada, together with the Rev, Messes, Gil- |
mour, Dr. B. Davies, (and Mr. John Try, |
if in Canada) be empowered to choose a site !
for the proposed Institution, and that in case
the <aid Committee shall be unable to come
to an unanimous decision on the subject, then
the whole question shall be referred hack to
this Committee for final decision.

3. Resolved, That the Rev. Newton Bos-
worth be requested to communicate the abuve
resolutions to the Secretary of the Upper
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Canada Baptist Missionary Society, and also
to each of the Baptist Associations in Upper
and Lower Canada, and to arrange with
them the most convenient thne and place for
summoning the said Commnittee,

Txtracted from the Minutes of the Com.
mittee of the Baptlst Canadian Missionary
Society.

Jos. U. llanwoob, Secretary.

GENERAL MEETING OF THE
SOCIETY, in ExGLAND,

From the London Patrror of
Dee. 6th, we learn that, at 2 General
Meeting held in Park Street Chapel,
Southwark, on the preceding day, a
proposal was made aund adopted to
change the name of the Society into
that of the Baptist Colonial Mission-
ary Society, and to enlarge the sphere
of its operations su as to embrace all
the British Colonies throughout the
world. We must defer other parti-
culars till we receive the official
statement.

PR —
CANADA
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

At a meeting of the Committee of
this Society, held in Montreal, on
Monday the 21st January, the pro-
posal from the brethren in Upper
Canada respecting the Magazine was
taken into consideration, when it was

Resolved, That we cheerfully concur in the
proposal to make the Magazine the only organ
of the Denomination in the Canadas, and
shall be glad to adopt such measures as will
render its united support agreeable and pro-
fitable to the hedy generally ; but that in the
mean time we must obtain a promise of at
Ieast one hundred and fify additional sub-
scribess from the Upper Canada brethren (by
the 20th of April) before we can risque the
issue of another series for Jie ensuing year,
beginning in June.

It will be seen, from the third reso-
lution of the London Society’s Cow-
mittee, that Mr. Bosworth was
requested to communicate those re-
<olutions to the Sccretaries of the
Upper Canada Missionary Society
and of the various Associations, and
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to arrange with them the time and
place of meeting to decide upon the |
location of the Seminary. As Mr.