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MARCH, 1868.

E have watched with !
deep interest a discus-
sion which has been car-

ried on by the Press of On-

tario, since the commence-

ment of this year, on the ,

subject of grants to what

are called denominational

Colleges. Queen’s Uriver-

. sity is much concerned in this discussion,
and along with Victoria University, at Co-
bourg, it has figured prominently in newspa-
per editorials.  Every friend of a liberal
and adequate education mustfecl the great-
est solicitude as to the issue of the present
agitation, and ought to cherish a prayerful
hope that the Legislature will be led to
adopt such a policy in the premises as will
facilitate and extend, rather than curtail the
work in which the Colleges have hitherto
been so nobly and successfully engaged. The
discussion has, we think, been characterized
with much firmess and mederation, if we
except one or two journals which have Leen
more declamatory than convincing, in the
expression of their views. We have no he-
sitation in saying that the best of the argu-
ment is on the side of the Colleges, and that
with the exceptians mentioned, they are
supported by a majority of the ablest and
most influential of the newspapers. It is
clearly established and, in fact, universally
admitted that the colleges are liberal, me-
ritorious, and most uscful Institutions.
They show by ample statisties that the work
they have donc is, in every sease of the
-term, a public service, and that the grants
received from government have never been
employed for denominational purposes, but,
on the contrary, large sums have been added
anonally from theic own revenues to make
these grants adequate for their efficiency, to
say nothing of the munificent expenditure
which by private liberlity, they have been |
cnabled to make in the purchase of suitable |
propertics, the fitling up of class rooms, the
procuring of apparatus,and the establishment

of libraries, museums,&e. What particularly
pleases us in the representations put for-
ward in behalf of the colleges, is the fact
that while they would be content to go on
under the present system, they do not re-
gard it as the best that cun bhe devised.
They would prefer a plan moie in conso-
nance with broad viewsard sound reasoning
upon the subject, as well as with conclusions
which have come to be recognized by the
best educational organizations in the more
advanced pations of ecivilized Europe.
There are too many degree-granting-insti-
tutions in Ontario. What is demanded is
onc independent university, which alone
shall have the power of conferring degrees,
and enough of colleges throughout the
country to prepare, by adherence to a suffi-
cient curriculum, all aspirants to literary
distinction, This is the plan contemplated
by that liberal and patriotic measure, the
University act of 1833, which, if it had been
properly carried out, would have supplied
the Province both with efficient institutions
and abundant means for support. The de-
sign of that act has, however, been shame-
fully frustrated. The public property of
the country has been swallowed up bya gi-
gantic monopoly at Toronto, which is
doing less public work than the colleges
that have been first despoiled of legislative
benefits intended for them, and then cruel-
ly reviled with invidious distinction on ac-
count of their nominal sectarianismn; and
which, notwithstanding all that is said of
its being under government control, has
not condescended for seven years to give
any account to the legislature of the use.it
has made of the people’s patrimony. By this
maladministration of one the wisestmeasures
in the Canadian Statute book, the coileges in
cexistence at the time it was passed have en-
dured the loss of all the benefits they er-
pected toderive from.dt.  They do not now
propose or encourage any attempt to impair
the once favoured institution, but on the
ground of equity and fair play, they plead
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thatafter an existence of 25 years, admitted-
1y most useful to the public, they should not
aow be deprived of that measure ofassistance
from the treasury which they allege is indis-
pensable to their continuance. They also re-
vert to an agitation on the subject of Uni-
versity education into which they threw
their whole strength some years ago. A
parliamentary commission was appointed.
The question as to the relative positions of
the University of Toronto and the other
Universities was argued in 1860, before a
large and influential committee of the
House of Assembly. So good was the case
then made out in behalf of the subsidized
institutions, so ample aud convincing the
evidence then adduced, that without a dis-
sentient voice it was agreed to increase the
annual grants; and itis affirmed, and we
believe caunot be contradicted, that this re-
sult was arrived at on the distinet under-
standing that those grants were to be ac-
cepted and continued as a sort of settle-
ment of claims and grievances.

Now, as one of the fruits of the great
act of confederation, the Legislature of
Ontario having this subject of university
examination placed, unwisely we think,
under their supreme jurisdiction, threatens
to render its first session memorable by
withdrawing these grants altogether, ut-
terly iguoring every ground of cquity and
every consideration affecting the public
welfare on which their continuance may be
defended. As we write, we have before us
the cstimates submitted by the Treasurer
of the Provioce to the House of Assembly.
The grants to the colleges are omitted.
The government has not a single reason for
the omission cxcept the fact that the col-
leges have a deunominational condition.
This circumstance, which, in the opinion

of many of the best men amongst us, has

a great deal more good than harm in it
must turn the seale against all the advan-
tages which the country is deriving from
these Institutions, even if it should lead to
their extinction ; and not only so, but it
must be made to contravene the simplest
and most fundamental principles of consti-
tutional government. Isit not the acknow-
ledged duty of a government to suggest such
legislation as shall promote the highestinter-
ests and the greatest honour of the country,
and be at the same time in accordance with
the sentimentsof a majority of the people,
supposing there exists a doubt as to the
truth of either of the positions in respect
of the colleges? Is it the perfection of
legislature to cast-the doubt against them,
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harshly and summarily, when it cannot be
denied that they have rendered most valu-
able services to all classes of religionists in
the community? If the voice of the
country has not been heard with sufficient
plai-ness through the press, common pru-
dence would dictate a continuance of these
Institutions in unimpaired efficiency until
that voice express itself at the polls. Mean-
while the peace-loving legislators of Ontario
propose to risk an agitation, which, through
the combined action of the leading denomi-
nations in.the -Province, can hardly fail of
its legitimate object.

Where there is but a single reason to he
assigned for a certain policy, one would
think that the government which resolves
to act upon that reason in its measures,-
could not help adorning every one of them
with the perfection of consistency. But
where no individual, no party, no body of
men, however diverse their personality,
would stumble, the government of Ontario
must fall. The estimates exclude grants
to a certain class of lastitutions because
they are sectarian, but they include another
class and a pretty large one too, although
they are sectarian. It seems to us that
between education and charity, there is a
divinely instituted bond of connection
which no man should venture to sunder.
The government of Ontario, however, has
distinguished itself by doing this.

We gather from the Toronto papers that
they belicve it to be the intention of the
government to introduce the grants to the
colleges in supplementary estimates, with a
stringent resolution, which, if passed, wiil
have the effect of binding the present
House to give no more such grants, unless
it happen to have as little consistency as the
government has shown. A proposal so un-
worthy of statesmen as this, will, we trust,
find no favour with the thoughtful and
reasonable men who occupy the seats inthe
Legislative chawber. 1t is a proposal
. which disregards the voice of justice heard
. from the past, insults the intelligence and

wisdom of the present, and inocks the
; hopes we desire to cherish of the future, in
' the history of what aspires to be the model
| province of the Dominion.

" The interest that has been awakened in
| the Church at home in the question of
Patronage will justify the insertion of a
communication and articles on the subjeet.

P Important errors” should have read ua-
l imporlant crrorsin the potice of Mr. Croil's
Report.
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Telos of our @hely,

FRENCH MISSION SCHEME.

HE French-Canadisn School
work which MiLe. VErNiER
/ has been carrying on for some
=¥ rears past, she i3 prosecuting scill
with earnestness and with hope.

One Freach student, M. DoupiET,

creased satisfaction to buth the Professors and
the Committee.

of the annual value of £25 and he is still at
the head of his cluss.
Doudiet worked with great faithfulness ;—rvisit-
ing families, holding cunversatiuns with Roman
Catholics, distributing Scriptures and religious
books, and imparting public religious instruc-
tion on the Lord's Day to, it raay with truth be
said, a larger number than has beenin the habit
for years,of attending our Churcb. His monthly
visits during the winter to the coungregation,
have been very acceptable, and many of our
French neighbours avail themselves of his public
services. .

The Rev. M. Worrs most kindly and accepta-
bly ministers to the people on the days of M.
Doudiet’s absence in Kingston.

If the Committee shall, in the Providence of
God, be able to fulfil the aim set forth in their
report to the Synod atite last meceting, that,
namely,of giving to M. DoupieT the opportunity
of completing bis divinity studies, and then of
assuming complete charge of the Mission in
Montreal, it is confidently anticipated that the
work with which the Church has so long, and,

sometimes almost bopelessly, struggled, will ;

assume proportions more in accordance with
the outlay and aspirations of its fricads.

M. Dovpirt's reports of his work which have
been forwarded to the Convencr, especially of
bis work last summer, contsin items of cncour-
agement which cannot be publisbed in detasl lest
the publication should compromise the parties in
whom centres the special interest of the Mission-
ary’s Statements, and so iaterfere with the pro-
gress of the work. The Convener has now before
him the copy of a letter sent to his Father Con-
fessor by a respectable workingman, father ofa
family of four girls. Of him M. Doudiet says:
** Both be and his wife were at one ime haitterly
apy.nsed to the Gespel.

is pursuing his studies at the '
Divinity Hall in Kingston with in- |

He succeeded at the opening |
of the Session in gaining the Ross Scholarship .

Duriug the sammer, M. .

| constant reader of the Scriptures ; ard his wife,
| who at one time would not have touched the
Sacred Volume, is, like himself, willing to learn
all its teachings. They are joining our Church.”

An extract from the letter written by this
man to his Priest will be of interest, while it
will not compromise the posi.ion of one who
has publicly renounced the errors of his Church :

% Having no guide left, I turned to the Holy
Seriptures aud searched them. In them [ have
tasted honey from the Rock. I have sought
another Shepherd, bitherto a stranger to me;
and be Las rc-eived me and my little flock
among his own sheep. Hencefurth we follow
Him, sure to find the narrow gate, for be watks
| before.”
- In October last, M. Doudict reported in his
congregation 27 communicants, 21 adherents,
and 18 children belonging to the fumilies of the ~
Church—makiog & total of 72 persons. The
Sabbath School is attended by 19 boys and
girls, independently of children belonging to
| the families of the congregation. The whole
number attending the Suaday School is 40.

The Convener appeals to those congregations
from which no contributions towards this
Scheme of the Synod have yet reached the
Treasurer, to take an early opportunity of re-
mitlting to the Fund.

Jonx Jesging, D.D,, Convener,

|
|
l
?

!

i
|
i
i
!

* Tae DPrusavTery oF MoNTREAL~This rever-
end court met in St. Andrew's Church on
Wednesday the 5th February, Rev. Joshua
Fraser, Moderator, and was opened with praise,
reading the Scriptures, aud prayer.

The Rev. Dr. Jenkins, convener of the Preg-
bytery’s Home Mission Committee, submitted
his annual report, which was approved of. The
report skowed that the Presbyteryare sustaining,
in whole or in part, missionaries in St. Louis de
Gonzagne, Griffintown, Montreal, Hochelags,
and Laprairi¢, and that the receipts of the con-
vener as treasurer for the past year, have been
$642.25, whilst the expenditure exceeded this
sum by $1.80.

Mr. Balmasin, missionary of the Chureh to the
public institations of the city, gave in his report,
which was approved of. Mr. Black, who hag
been in charge of the Griffintown mission, sub-
mitted 8 very interesting and encouraging
report. Messrs. Black and Balmaiu were both
| re-nppointed. Rev. Mr. Niven, who hag been

labouring in St. Louis de Gonzaguc for 9
months, also gave in & report, which after dis-
| cussion was adopted, and he wag sent back to
St. Louis to complete his term of appointient
| for 3 months, unless the mission commitice see

He isapparentlyanin- t gt to employ bim elsewhere before the expiry of

telligent man, cager for further knowledge, a | that time.
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February 6th.—A call and relative documents
from the congregation of Port Hope, in favour of
Pev. Wm. Cochrane of Elgin, transmitted by
the Presbytery of Toronto, with reasons for the
desired translation and a prayer for an early
deliverance, were laid upon the table. The
Presbytery resolved that when they adjourned
they should stand adjourned until Wednesday
the 19th ipst, on which day they should meet to
bear the congregation of Elgin for their own
interest, Mr. Cochrane, on Sabbath the 16th,
citing them to appear,

The Rev. W. C. Clarke, as convener of the
Committee on Statistics, submitted copies of
printed schedules which were approved of, two
copies being supplied to every congregation,

one to be retained and the other to be transmit- |

ted to the convener, on or hefore the May meet-
ing of Presbytery.

Mr. Clarke, convener, gavein a report of the
committee appointed to visit the congregation
of Elgin, which was received and adopted,

After the prescribed examination, Mr. Wm, M.
Black was licensed to preach the Gospel, Dr.
Jenkins, at the request of the Moderator, delis-
cring the address on the occasion, which was
very affecting-and Solemn.

St. Gapniet, Cucrcy, MoxtreEAL.—The young
ladies and gentlemen attending the Rev. Rob.
Campbell's week day class for the study of the
evidences and ordinances of Christianity, pre-
sented him witl: & beautiful French clock at the
close of the clags for the season.~—The Rev. W.
M. Black, son of the late Rev. Edward Black,
D.D., who wag licensed to preach by the Pres-
bytery of Montreal on the 6th of February,
preached his first sermon on the 9th February,
in this Church, in which his father begun his
ministerial carcer upwards of 40 years ago.

St. Pacvy’s, MoxtrEaL.—This congregation
has recently subscribed upwards of three
thousand five hundred dollars towards an organ
for their new church. It bas been determined
that the organ shall be erected so as to be
opened and dedicated to the service of God, at
the same time as the church. The contract for
tbe organ has been taken by Messrs S. R. War-
ren & Son, Montreal, the manufacturers of the
organ lately erected in St. Andrew's Church in
this city. The contractors of New St. Paul's
are preparing to push forward their work
vigorously in the spring, and it is hoped that
1he building will be ready for use by the begin-
ning of September. Notwithstanding the dis-
advantage under which the congregation now
laboursz, it is holding well together in the Nor-
mal School Hall, as may be judged from the
fact that at the communion service held on the
1kird Sunday in January last, two hundred and
ninety communicants were present.

NEw St. Pavy's.— Messrs Burland and Lafri-
caine, of Montreal, have published an exquisite
chromo-lithograph of this church. It is, of
its kind, the most finished work of art which
we have ever seen of Canadian production.

Lacmise.~In order to relieve the quiet tedivm
of village lifein winter, the minister of this con-
gregation has provided a course of weekly
lectures for his people, which have been well
patronized not only by them but by the Protest-

1
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ant residents generally. Messrs. Campbell and
Fraser, and Dr. Irvine of Montreal, have contri-
buted to the course. A soirce wasalso held in
the Town Hall on the 11th February, the pro-
ceeds of which are to be applied in adding o
vestry to the Church.

BegcuripGe.—This congregation held their
first soirce in the Church on the 29th January,
the Rev. J. Macdonald in the chair. Ample
refreshments were provided by the ladies, whilst
the Chrysostom choir discoursed sweet music
at intervals during the evening. Speeches of a
lively nature were delivered by Mr. Clarke of
Ormstown on ® light,” by Mr. Fraser of St,
Matthew's, Montreal, on ‘¢ the glory of Presby-
terinpism,” and by Mr. Campbell of St. Gabriel’s,
Montreal, on ¢ some things that need mending -
in our Churchservices.” The proceeds, amount-
ing to $70, are to be applied in lighting the
Church.

Hemmingford, Monday 10th Feb., T p.m. Some
ill-patured person in Scotland is said to bave
answered to & stranger visiting Greenock who
was distressed at the coutinued wet weather
and who asked if it always rained there, ¢ No,
it somectimes snows” It certainly sometimes
snows at lemmingford. One always looks
confidently for & storm when he visits this
place, especially to attend a missionary meet-
ing. Itsnowed and drifted at such a rate on
Sunday, the 9th, that no service was held in
the Church, all the east and West roads being
completely blocked up, as the storm was from
the south-east. By dint of effort, and thankg to
his proportions, the minister had succeeded in
pushing his way throngh the succession of snow
hills intervening between the manse and the
kirk, but not even the beddal made his appear-
ance. Consequently the people generally, be-
longing to the congregation, had no intimation
of the cowing of the deputation, which should
have consisted of “ Messrs. Campbell, Patou
and Biack,” but which really consisted of the
first of these three gentlemen only, and of the
minister of Durham, who allowed bhimself to be
pressed into service for the occasion, the other
two having failed to come to time, ‘¢ We shall
have no meeting to-night,” was the salutation
with which the minister greeted the deputation
on their arrival; but a meeting we hagd, and 2
good one too, in point of numbers, all the vil-
lagers of every ceeed having turned oat on the
occasion ; and we were pleaséd to notice the
Rev. Mr. DuVernet, Church of England minister,
amongst the rest. It argues well for the good
sense and liberality of the people of the district
that they take an interest in cach othker’s cc-
clesiastical prosperity.  But the main cnd
sought by the deputation, meeting and confer-
ring with and encouraging our own adherents,
was not gained, and the collection was, as
might in such circumstances be cexpected,
small, $3.43. Perhiaps the congregation proper
will implement this sum s0 as to bring it up to
their usual contribution,

Russeltown Flals, Tucsday 11t Feb., T pano—
The deputation were indebted to the minister of
this charge fur a pleasant ride of 10 miles, on
the coldest day of the winter, he having come
over to Hemmingford with his span of nimble
litie Canuck ponics, Fanny and Narny, and a
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magoificent carry-all, with the lzenevolcnt pur-
pose of conveying the deputation all the way
from Hemmingford to North Georgetown. So
lightly did the little creatures skim over the
snow, that nobody felt the cold, even though the
thermometer stood from 10° to 20° below
zero. In about an hour and a half from Hem-
mingford we were all comfortably ensconced in
1he New Russeltown manse, a neat brick struc-
ture, very well laid-out and tastefully finished,
for the plan of which, for the energy displayed
in crecting it, and for even a considerable
amount of the labour expended upon it, the con-
gregation arc indebled to their indefatigable
minister. Here we had a good meeting, the
greater prevalence of woods preventng the
blocking up of the roads. Mr. Patterson, who
accompanied the deputation, gaveavery earnest
address on the large question of the duty of the
Chureh to perform mission work in general;
this was followed up by Mr. Clarke in an able
address on the duties of Presbyterians generally,
at the present crisis of our history in this coun-
iry—the other member of the deputation dwel-
ling upon the particular aims and efforts of our
own branch of the Church. Colleci un, $6.57,
which, however, the minister assures us will be
made up to S14, as many of the leading mem-
bers of the Church were absent, owing to the
lamented decease that day, of one of the pillars
of the congregation, the late Col. Alex. McFee.

North Georgetown,12th Feb., 't pan—~Itwas to
be expected that this, the largest country con-
gregation in connection with the Synod, should
maintain their proud pre-eminence by welcoming
the deputation with a full house. This they
did in style, there being probably between 300
and 400 present—prosperous-lyoking farmers
with intelligent Scoteh faces, and their well-to-
do families. One could easily fancy himself in
one of the rural pariskes of Scotland as he stands
up tospeak to this congregation. As the minister
good-humouredly remarked, they were all evi-
dently  Jobn Thamson’s bairns.” The deputa-
tiou, believing that they had considerable re-
ceiving capacity, gave them an extra-good dose
of Presbyterianism, the minister of Durbam did
so particularly, fecliug, it is to be presumed,that
he had to personate the two absent members of
the deputation, which he did in a manner which
they could searcely find fault with. Mr. Clarke,
as at the other meetings ina happy speeci
demonstrated the greatness of the inheritance
Presbyterians have had left to them, by pointing
to the cffects this system of CLurch government
hias had upon the intellectual, political and
religious condition of the natious which have
embraced i1, and to the fact that Preshyterians
all united, outnumber in the Dominion the Pro-
testant Episcopalians by 6000, the Mcthodists
united by 40,000, and the next most numerous
denomination by 182,000. Mr. Campbell fol-
lowed up these remarks by drawing attention
1o the alrost timidity with which Presby terians
held their principles, as if they held them wmere-
1y by sufferance, whilst other bodies are con-
tinually flanating theirs, and by stating that our
principles will bear the light of cxperience as
well 2s of reason and revelation. He wound up
his remarks by = reference to the duty of con-
gregations to support heartily both the Synod
and Presbytery’s Schemes. The collection, the
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largest evor given by that people on such
ay occasion, mmnounted 10 $17.73.

Beechridge, 13th Feb., T p.m.—The meeting
that should have been hield here thisevening wag
not held, the openness of the country and the
direction of the roads, exposing the people very
fully to such a storm as raged on the previous
Sunday. The deputation, however, were de-
termined not to fail in their duty, and not know-
ing the condition of affairs at Beechridge, set
out from Georgetown under the guidance of a
son and daughter of the manse, being joined
also by the son of the late minister of Orms-
town. It was only a sense of duty that could
cuable the party to face the storm that blew,
aund like Mark Tapley, to be jolly under such
circumstances. But the length of Dr. Muir's
horses' legs and their substantial metal brought
us plunging through the 13 miles of ¢ross roads
in 2} hours. The well-known hospitality of the
manse at Beechridge compensated the deputa-
tion fur their disappointment in not giving birth
to the orations of which they had been in travail
all day. The meeting is to be beld here n2xt
wecek, but it is impossible it cun be attended by
the same deputation, who were ubliged to part
bere with regret. :

MissioNary MeeTiNg AT KiNcArDINE. — A
missionary meeting was held i St, Andrew’s
church, M. McPherson, Esq. in the chair.

Tbis is onc of a series of meetings held in
various congregations in the Presbytery of
Guelph—the object being to present the
Schemes of the Church to the people, and ad-
vocate a goodly support for the same.

Mr. McLean of Paisley spoke of the various
missions of the Church in general, and showed
that the very life of a church consisted in car-
rying out the grand old injunction—* Go ye
unto all nations.”

Mr. Fraser of Priceville spoke of the Pres-
byterian Home Mission ; showing that while the
command of Christ contemplated the whole
world's regeneration, we must observe that the
order is to begin nt Jerusalem. Mr. Fraser also
made a feeling appeal to parents in regard to
the lack of labourers for the great field, and

.

1 called upon them to turn the attention of their

sons to the wants of the ministry.

Mr. Morrison of Owen Sound spoke of the
Temporalitics’ Fund—a fund for sustaining
young ministers settled in new districts—and
showed that at no time was the fund in a more
prosperous condition,—that sauch biad been the
liberality of the congregations, in spite of the
failure of the Commercial Bank, that every
member had been pmid, and an, assurance given
that every one would also be paidin July.  Mr.
M. also dwelt upon the present activity of the
Church o1 Scotland, both at home and abroad,
congratulating the congregation that they be-
longed to 2 church whose Iabours in days past
had been greatly bleased, and that her cye was
notyet dim—that her natucal force wasnot abat-
ed.

The meeting closed about 9.30 with the Bene-
diction.

St. Axprew's Cuvren Sansati Scuool Frsti-
vAL, Kisastox —On the 3rd Feb., the annual fes-
tival given to the Sunday School children in
connection with St. Andrew’s Church cawe off
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at the City Hall. On the plaiform werc Rev.
Professor Mowat, Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Rev.
Mr. Doherty, Quarter Master McCartney, Royal
Canadian Rifles, Rev. Mr Inglis and Mr John
Paton ; the latter having his hands full as gen-
eral superintendent of the whole affair. The
chair wag occupied by Rev. Mr. Inglis, pastor
of St. Andrew's Church. Tea was to have been
served at six o'clock, but owing to the large
number of children and adults who kept pouring
in, it was long after that hour before refresh-
ments could be handed round. The attendance
on the whole was much larger than has been
kno'wn on any similar occasion. The way this
was found out ¢ to a demonstration” was that
a second large supply of cups and sancers had to
be sent for, and also an extra suppl): of cakes.
By going round once this amount of provisions
was made to answer, but even at that several
who came in a litde late, but while the refresh-
ments were disnppearing, fell short of asupply.
Mr. Paton pleasautly apologized for the deticien-
¢y, saying that only sbout half the number of
those present were expected.  So many little
ones were packed into every available scit, as
well as other extra seats which had to be
brought iny that it would be u dufficult matter
to form an estimate of the number present
Brief addresses were stnale by Rev. K. M. Fen-
wick, Rev. Professor Mowat and Mr. Paton,
and between the intervals the children anl the
audience generally, suny several Sunday school
hymns which had been prinied on slips for the
occasion.

About eight o’clock the lights were put out,
and an exhibition of avouteighty pictures was
given under the manageuent of Mr. Dupuis, of
Queen’s College. The first portivn of the pictures
represented Scriptural scenes, views from dif-
ferent countrirs, and also some very beautiful
ancient statuary photographed, a few brilliant
chromotropes followed, and the exhibition was

wound up with & 2w comic pictures, which
greatly amused the young people.
of the children as each new picture appeared
before them wag very great, and all seemed
more than satisfied—even thuse who had faled
owing to the immense crowd and pressure, in
getting their fitir share of eatables, now forgot
their disappointment.  Altogether the Festival
was & success, the number present being double
whbat was anticipated, and which would account
for any lack of good seats or that full share of
attention which each one might expect. With
* God save the Queen " heartily sung, the as-
semblage dispersed, the Benediction having
been pronounced by the Rev, W. M. Inglis.

? KirLev.—The Rev. W. White was inducted
into this charge in Septe.nber, 1866. Although
the congregation is small, ‘they, on the very
day of the induction, mcet and agreed to pur-
chase a manse with 6 acres of land attached.
The purchase was made for $350 ; a subscrip-
tion list was opened and $225 obtained, and
60 were realized as the proceeds of a tea
meeting held in December last.  This is not
all the goodd done, for a number of the members
spent many a day in lending a hand at repairs
without any reward. So this little church has

The delight |

a manse and 56 acres of glebe, f which 40 ¢
acres are excellent land.
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DerBy.—OpextyG oF THE NEW Crunca.—The
new church at Kilsyth in this township was
formally opened for the worship of God on the
first Sabbath of January. The Rev. Mr. Hunter
of Leith, officia ed in the forenoon, and preach-
ed an excellen discourse from I Kings, viii,
27. The Rev. \.r. Fraser of Priceville preach-
ed in the afteramvon from Mal. i, 11. During
both diets of worship, the church was filled,
aisles and all, with an intelligent and attentive
audience. In the interval, between the two
Euglish services, Mr. Fraser preached in Gaelic
from Psalm cxxii, 1, to a congregation of about
60 Highlanders.

The church is a neat frame stracture, capa-

ble of seating at least 250 persons comfortably, .

and erected at & cost of $1600.

On the Wednesday evening following, a tea
meeting in aid of the building fund was held
in the new church. Nearly 400 persons were
in oue way or other, crammed into the build-
ing. After refreshments were served, the chair
wuas taken by G. Swuider, Esq., M.P. for the
North Riding of Grey. On the platform were
the following Reverend gentlemen : Messrs.
Robinson and Tyler of Owen Sound, Mr. Hun-
ter of Leith, Mr. Fraser of Pricevitle, and Mr.
Morrison, the Pastor of the congregation.

An efficient choir, under the leadership of Mr.
J. Johns of Owen Sound, added very materially
to the evening’s entertainment.

The evening passed off very pleasantly, and
judging from the numbers present, we should be
inclined to consider the affiir a success in a
pecuniary point of view

This new and flourishing station came into
existence in 1865. Mr. Jardiue, now Professor
Jardine of Fredericton, N.B., laboured there as
a Missionary during the summer of that year,
and now they have a good church, and an ex-
cellent minister, and, in every way, their pros-
pects are very encouraging.

Our cause in the west is prospering, new
churches are being built, new stations opened
up, and new congregations added every year.
Surely every lover of our Zion and of the Re-
deemer’s cause has reasun to ¢ thank God and
take courage.”

Lixpsay.—The Rev. Robert Dobie of Osna-
bruck, has, it is uaderstood, accepted a call 1o
this important rising congregation. .

MarTinTows.~—There is & rumour that this
congregation has become v.cant, the minister
having sought & new field in the neighbouring
country.

PresextaTION TO REV. H. GInsox, BAyrIELD—
At Lukeview Cottage, on Tuesday eveuing,
December 31st, & deputation from the congre-
gation of St. Aadrew’s Church, consisting of D.
H. Ritchie, Esq., Messrs. Tough and Shaw,
elders, with others, waited upon the Rev. H.
Gibson, and in the name of the people of both
sections of his charge,presented him witha very
handsome cutter, value 60 dollars, together
with the following address, which was tead by
Mr. Charles Tough:

Rev. axp Dear Sir.—We, the members and.
adherents of St. Andrew’s Church, Bayficld,
beiog desirous of conveying to yon some expres-
sion of our appreciation of the zealous aud faith-

. ful manner in which you have discharged the
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<arious duties of the Pastoral office during the
neriod of your winistry in this place, would
beg your acceptance of the'accompanying cut-
ter, which is tendered to you with our warmest
wishes fur the continued health and bappiness
of yourself and family.

To which Mr. Gibson made tbe following
reply 1 —

GexrieMEN.—Allow me, through you, to
thank the members and adherents of my con-
gregation in both sections of my charge, fur the
very hanisome and valuable gift with which
vou have presented me in their name. 1 can
assure you that this substanlial expression of
their regard is highly gratifying to me; indecd
ever si.ce my settlemeut here I have received
many practical proofs of the kindness and at-
tschment of the people of my charge ; and there-
{ re this fresh mark of their regard and appre-
ciation of my services was altogether unexpect-
cd. Such cordial assurances of approval on
the part of a congregation, must tend to en-
courage the heart of the minister of the gospel,
and to prove an incentive to increascl zeal in
the discharge of his arduous duties. Amid the
anxieties, discouragements and responsibilities
peculiar to the ministerial office, I value—next
10 the smile of heaven and the approbation of a
good conzcience—the esteem of the people
among whom [ labour in the Lord. T hope
may be long spared to make use of this very
appropriate and beautiful vebicle in going out
and in amongst the members of my flock. It
will always be my earnest endeavour to retain
those friendly feelings which have hitherto sub-
sisted between us, and which have been so
warmly conveyed to me in your address.
That vou may all enjoy both temporal and spic-
itual blessings here, and that the great shepherd
may guide and conduct us all safely at last to
the blessed haven of everlasting rest, is the
earnest prayer of your pastor.

PreSENTATION.—On the 18th of January ult.,
the Ladies of St. John's Church, Brockville,
presented their Pastor, the Rev. D. McGitlivray,
with an clegant Silk Pulpit gown—a token of
esteem and encouragement.

Qrrry’s Usiversity Musery.—A  valuable
collcction of 150 varieties of shells from the
Indian seas, inclading many rare and be.uiiful
specimens, has been presented to the Museum
by the Rev. Charles 1. Cameron, onc of the
General Assembly’s Missionaries at Bombay,
and a graduate of the University of Queen's
College.  The gift has been received with much
satisfaction by the Trustees and Senate, and
will be known by the name of the ¢ Cameron
Collection.” Perhaps some kind friend will
furnish the means of providing a suitable case

jor the proper reception and display of the
above.

New Cuvren AT St. Jouyw, N. B.—The St.
Stephen’s Church, rapidly approaching comple-
tion, will be one of the wost elegant specimens
of Church Architecture in the City, Itis situa-
ted inthe “ Valley,” on the City Rond, facing

the Parish of Portland, is builtin the early Eng- }

lish Gothic style ,with nave and side aisles, is
61 feet in width by 90 in length. The naveis 35
feet wide, with an open roof 48 feet in height,
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and the aisles are 12 feet wide and covered with
& lean-to roof. The pave is lighted by twenty
windows, in the floor story, and two lurge end
windows one ubove the pulpit, the other above
the front entrance, filled with rich tracery and
adapted for stained glass. The pews are serni-
circular—the pulpit being the fucus ot centre—
aund will seat sbout 700 persons. Over the front
door is the gallery or organ loft. The lighting
of the church is to be cffected by two large re-
flectors, each reflecting the light from thirty gas
jets—a very effective and economical mode of
lighting public buildings. Ample provision bas
breen made for thorough ventilution. The ex-
terior appearance of the Church is most agree-
able, It is built of the best brick and dressed
stone. The front, for a height of seven feet, is
constracted of granite, on this rests eighteeninch
es of Wullace free stone, and above that pressed
bricks. The roof is covered with Welch slate.
Beneath the slate i3 a covering of felt, and be-
neath this the boards are tongued and grooved.
Inside, the roof is again sheathed with the best
white pine, tongued and grooved, and a space
of two inches is left for dead air between the
two roofs. The tower and spire are placed at
the sonth west corner of the edifice; the height
from the ground to thetopof thespireis 122 feet
—Brneath is a splendid basement, 99 by 60 feet,
to form a vestry room, session room, library and
school room. The plans and specifications were
prepared by Mr. Melrose, under whose admir-
able care and superintendenck the churchis being
rapidly finished. When completed, the cost of
the Church with the ground, will not fall far
short of $20,000. The pastor, tbe Rev. Mr.
Caie,should feel thaakful that the time and
energies he has so successfully devoted to the
work have resulted in securing for the Church
of Seotland the reconstruction of St. Stephen's
Church in this city in & manner combining at
oncé architectural beauty, substantiality aund
ample provision for the comfort of the worship-
pers.—Samnt John Globe.

MINISTERS', WIDOWS', AND ORPHAN FUND.

Laprairie. perthe Rev.John Barr ... ... £300
Cornwall, ‘- Hugn Urqubart, D.D.. 20 00
Fergus, « “  George MacDonnell .. 25.35
Nelson & Waterdown, per Rev. I Edmison . 6 00
Vaughan, per the Rev, W, Aitkm. ... L., 12.00
Northeasthope, prrthe Rev. Wm. Bell ... ... 5.00
J*akenham, . ¢ Alex. Mann.... i2.00
Lanark, v ¢Jdas Witsen.. ... 12.08
Three Rivers, . “ R. G.McLaurin. 32.00
Yolcartier, . o D, Shanks (..., 2.00
Arthur, .  John White .... 600
Niagara, . * Chas. Campbell. 17.00
Ottawa, . “ Al Spence. D.D. $5.00
stratford. " “ Jas. George, ¢ 12.00
Hemmingford, v Jas. Patterson... 12.00
St. Louis de Gonzague, ¢ Hugh Nevine . 12.50
McNab & Hortun, pe  G. Thompson... 16.00
Kingston, " * W, M. Ingles. $§6.00
Hamilton, o * R.Burnett ..... 27.47
aisley, . M. W, McLean.. 4.00
Yerth, i *“ W.Bain......... K3
Wawxanosh, o700 o “ W.Barr......... 5.00
Tossoronto, §7.00 1 ., .«
Mulinur.... 1.90 A. MacLennen..  8.90

L Orignal & Hawkesbury,per Rev. G.Ferguson 20 10
St. Andrews Churceh, Montreal, per Rev. Alex.
Mathewson, D.D.ooeeiiiiiei i, . 142,
Noarth Georgetown,per the Rev..J €. Mwir,DD.  15.00
Williamstown, o « P, Watson..... 9.00

$572.20
ARCIL FERGUSON,

Treasurer.
Montreal, 20th February, 1868.
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FRENCH MISSION FUND.
Seymour, per the Rev. Robert Neil............. £15.00
p‘é’;u., P « Wi, Bain...... ....... 19.40
g}’jf&mm‘" 812‘?8} per the Rev. A. MacLennen 14.10

$18.50
ARCH. FERGUSON,
‘Treasurer,
Montrea), 20th February, 1868,

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ROME MISSION FUND.

Brockville, per Rev, Daniel McGillivea e 850.00
Williamsto&'n, additional, per Rev. P, {V atson. 1.00

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Lancaster, (first instalment), per Mr. John

. McPherson....... oo 37.00
Fergus, additional, per Rev. George Macdonnell  6.50
West King, per Rev. James Carmichael........ 40.00

. CORRECTIONS.
Huntingdon should have appeared thus:
Ordinary half yearly contribution §25; Rev.
Alex. Wallace, $10; Huntingdon, for special
appeal $9.75; Athelstane, l?ev. Alex. Wal,
luce, $12
King,

JAMléIS CROIL,
ecretary, [4 e.
16th February, 1868, AT pro tempore

@orrespondence,

PATRONAGE vs. POPULAR ELECTION.

HE question of Patronage is
one which has given rise to
much discussion and to no
little trouble in the Church of
Scotland, not that the thing so
called has been more abused in
that Church than it bas been, for
examyple, in the Church of Eng.
land, for it is quite the reverse,
but that the Scottish people are of more stub-
born mould and bear the yoke less easily than
do many others, and with this; the cradling
which the nation had, may possibly have some-
thing to do. Patronage was, as every body
knows, one of the chief questions which dis-
tracted the Church, and which to a very con-
siderable extent prevented her from fulfilling
ber High Mission during the period yclept by
our Free Church friends ‘“the ten years con-
flict,” and which in 1843 culminated in what
they have been pleased to call ¢ The Disrup-
tion,”

But on now calmly looking back to that
troublous period we are strongly of opinion that
Patronage was after all, not the monstruus evil
represented by many, and in short, that alto-
gether too much was made of the question,
and this we are inclined to think, certain of
the “Disruption men,” or * Fathers,” as they
have been called, might now perbaps, after the
experience which they have since had, beled to
acknowledge, were it not that such a confes-
sion would militate against their cause. What
for example, but causeless prejudice to keen
party spirit gave rise to ¢ the Auchterarder
case?” for notwithstanding the fierce opposition
that was raised, and the Ligh Landed measures
resorted to, to heep vut the Presentee, no Minis-

ter in Scotland was, after all, in life, more be- |

death, more Jamented by bis whole patish than
was the late Mr. Young}

The same, we believe, holds equally true in
almost every case of disputed settlements since
1843. Causeless prejudice excited in the breasts
of the people by interested parties, had to Co
with almost every such case, bringing Patro- -
nage into bad repute and subjecting Presentecs
to great annoyance and ruinous costs and con-
signing some good nten and  talented, who bad
the misfortune to be rejected 'of the General
Assembly, ecause a cry had been raised. that
tueir prayers were cold and their sermons dull,
to an obscurity, that may not mappropriately be
called ignominious. What but causeless preju-
dice raised opposition in Kemback, to the settle-
ment of Dr. Brown, who for many years was a
faithful minister in Buenos .\yres, and who is
now a respected professor in one of the Scot-
tish Universities? What but the same pre-
vented the settlement in the Parish of Scounie
of Dr. Logie, now a highly popular minister in
an important parish. And was it not this very
thing that afterwards, in this same parish of
Scoomie, raised violent opposition to the late
much lamented Mr. Blackwood, one of the most
distinguished of the young ministers in the
Church. The same is likewise true in the case
of Mr Edgar, the highly accomplished minister
of Dunbog. Bat there is no need to multiply
instances of the evils, even since 1843, caused,
not by patronage, but by opposition to it and
by causcless prejudice, excited in various ways
against the men presented by it, for three-
fourths of those to whom oppositivn was made,
were among the most talented ministers in the
Church, and such indeed, as any Church might
well be proud of, & proof that those, who, in
recent years, have had most cause to complain
of patronage, who have been the chief sufferers
from it, bave not been congregations, as many
suppose, but clergymen.  That patronage has
not after all very grievously affected congrega-

loved by a.large congregation, and none, at . tions, we have a convincing proof in the fact

that those Churches, where the right of presen-
tation is vested in others than congregations,
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are, to say the least, in Ja wondition equally | pointmert, an opportunity of judging as Lo

Juurishing with thosc wmung whom popular
election prevails.  Pupular Election, highly
lauded though it has been by mauny who have
ised it as u stalking horse to popularity, hus
many evils connected with it.

1. It tends to degrade the ministerial office,

i
l
i

. '
‘nasmtch a3 with us in this Dominion, it sub-

ieets not only probationers bu* ordained minis-
ters to appear before vacant congregations, as
candidates, in other words, to shew their
 points,” much after the manner in which &
horse, when offered for sale, is inspected.  Not

only is the sermcn preached and the prayers |

offered up, subjected to the criticism of the vul- .'
" parish, men who have a wonderful conceit of
, their own gifis—talking men—who get the ear
' of the simple-minded people, tell them stories

gar, but likewise the age, the voice, the action,
the colour of the hair and the geaneral appear-
ance of the pilloricd bhuman biped are closely
canvagsed. The wounder is that any Christian
minister should submit to such a strange,
Lumiliating test!

2. It tends to beget a low style of preaching,
v style less chaste and more declamatory than
usually prevails under the system of Patronage.
The same, too, way be said of the devotivnal
cervices.
much evil to the Church and to the cause of
faber Christian trath, resorted 1o, of felt
necessity, in order 1o satisfy the vitiated taste
of the masses and thereby gain their suflrages.

3. It i3 an unfair test of ministerial abili y or
of fitness for the sacred office, as it is altogether
in favour of the man of brass, rather than of
iim of real talent and of Christian humility.
The latter feeling the delicacy of his position, is
sorely embarrassed in his ministeations, while
e former is quite’ up to the occasion, and
secks to make up in sound and boldness of
speech and manner for want of genuine taleut
and ability. It is an unfair test also, as it isa
partiat test, the manner of conducting divine
service and of preachiny the Gospel, though
most important, being only onc part of a
clergyman’s duty, of ministerial zeal and devo-
non to duty, or of general fitness for the work
of the ministry. It is no test, saith the ex-mode-
rator of the General Assembly, Dr. Cook of
Haddington, “the only test on wbich the
people can form an opinion is the preaching of
the candidates, that is all they, a body of
simple-minded unlearned men, know personally
with regard to them, and upon that slender
opportunity of judging of their gualifications
and gifts, they are then called upon to perform
the duty of selecting their ministers. 1say itis
marvellous, under such circumstances as these,
that in every instance it is not a failure; and,
most unquestionably, in making such an ap-

! poiuts connceted with the character and use-

fulness of the clergman, his literature, and so
forth, never cumes beture the mass of the elec-
torsat all.  Now, cunsidering the impossibility
of their getting other evidence of the fitness of
the clergyman than in lis preaching before
thom, I would say that the general body of the

* congregation are nut the paties likely to make

the wisest and most judicious selection ot a
clergyman.”

It may alsv be called an unfair test, as it is
one which in many cases a congregat i
really free to make .se of, as to use the words
of Dr. Cook, ‘“there are busy-bodies in every

with regard to this man and that, and then
bring them upunder their respective leaderships
to vote for the clergyman.”

4. It tends to create long vacancies. It has
this tendency biere moure than in Scotland.
There, a leet of caudidates, say four orsix, is

~agreed upun with sanction of the Presbytery,

A species of clap-trap  fruitful of
© to these.

and the choice of the congregation is confined
But our cungregations hererevel ina

" liberty unknown even to the Frees and U. P’s

©of, as it 13 said, “ preaching,’

in the old land. With us, Pupular clection is
“pure and simple,” all the probationers, mis-
sionaties and ministers of theCburch, who may
be willing or induced to pay their travelling
charges, and give their services tor a day to a
vacant congregation, may eujuy the privilege
and of being
numbered amongst ¢ the candidates ¥ and the
more SErvices vacant congregations receive from
such and at the hands of the Presbytery of the
bounds, which, too, are gratuitous, the better
for them in a pecuniary point of view. In fact,
besides the religious enjoyment derived from
the Zearing of so many new or strange minis-
ters, a yeac's vicancy is to a congregation, a
year’s stipend saved ! Quite a consideration!
The consequence is that vacant congregations
arc frequently found to be in.no baste to call a
minister.

5. It tends to demoralise congregations, nor
can it be otherwise, seeing it makes ¢ the
preached to and the prayed for,” the judges of a
clergyman's fitness to minister to them. Picture
a Christian congregation assembling them-
selves within the House of Prayer on God's
Holy day, ostensibly, tojoin together reverently
in the public worship of God, and to bear, in a
spirit of meekaess, God’s Holy word, but in
reality to sit in judgment on the qualification of
tbe officiating clergyman: and think of this
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going on every Lord’s day for a period of three, | ** presentatives and whose ambassadors on earth

sir or twelve months, the service of God’s
House and the preaching of the Gospel being
no more all the while to the professing wor-
ghipers and bearers, than a test by which to

!
'
f

tive Performers—be tueir number, ten, twenty
or fifiy! How demoralising ! One would imagine i

that a people receiving such a training wonld

soon be able to be their own ministers. Certainly, |

it would be very wonderful that a congregation
who for 2 period, say of three, six or twelre
1aonths, have frequented the House of Ged for
the purpose of judging of the qualifications of
the Ministers officiating, should be afterwards
found poing there in 2 docile and devout spirit
o tworship God aund to * bear what God the
Lord might spesak.

6. It does not snswer the desired end.
elas! many congragations know too well, for
sfteraprotracted vacancy duringwhich a congre-
gation have been keptin a very unhealthy state
of excitement, they are found xut 1ast to stumble
upon symebody—possibly onc among the last

¥ the clergy in the Church were: and, however
“ short they might occasionally come of the due
“ discharge of their high functions—however

, ¥ important it might be that tkese functions

judge of the ability of the—to them—respec- ! 4 should be duly discharged by human aature,

“-imperfect es it was—they were proud to thiak
“that the clergy in general were worthy of
# their functions 2s ambassadors asud represen-
 tatives on carth of the Great Head of the
# Church.”

We read—it is true—in the bistory of the
early Christian Church, that Deacons were cho-
sen by the people—but those were not clergz:
men—but zlmoners—men whose office it was
to atfend to the temporal necessities of the
poor members of the Church. The apostles,

- we fiad, scnt men to preach the Gospel. They

This,

who officiatcd of the so-called candidates, and

not unlikely one of the least experienced and
Jeast fitted for the charge of the wholc lot. Ia
not a few cases it is found that congrege-
tions make a very unwise choice, the cvil of-
fects of which are sometimes f=lt within a short-

et period than was the duration of the vacancy, -

%. 1t isnot wha our Free Church brethren
have tepresented it to be; and this they them-
selves have most surely by this time have dis-
covered, being by no mraasa universal cure for
eccletiastical or congregational evils. Who so
uawise 2s now to have zny faithin it ?

8. Ttis wrong. Far more reasonable would
jtbe for children to clect their terchers, nand
students their professars! But it is swig, if the
propic—tbe masses—enjoy the political franchise
why should a congregation be deried the cecle”
siastial? If mena are =llowed to choose their
members of Parliament, why not their minis-
ters?

The Procemator of the Church of Scotlong is

waited not to lcarn the pleasure of the pec--
ple, 2s to whether they =ould bave Paunl or
Apollos, Cephas or Darnabas tobe their minis-
ter. The Romish and Anglican Bishops also
in many cases.and for ought we kaow, those too-
ofthe Eastern Church, follow in this, the ex mple
ofthe Early Church : such too, it is well known
is the practice of the Mcthodist bodies. And
good, we think. had it been, if the Reformed
Church in Scotland had retained the ancient
power of allocating to her ministers .heir re-
speclive spheres of labour.

Asitis now, our Church Courts possess no
power or coatrel in the mmatler—not even the
ghost of that which she essentially requires—

, our Preshyicries. composed though they be of

- 04 Entmaa——— ———— -

» geatemaa who, from the olce he bolds |
might be expected o be able to sprakoasuch a |

subject. Dot us hear what be said in the lasg
Geacsal Assembly aboatl this Tv matlern
& There wwas oot the slightest analogy batweea
o choosing 3 Tepresentative of the people in
1 Parliament and choosiag 3 winister to in-
s giract them.  THe presen to be elected ia the

i

¢ gne case was f0 be the Tefveseatalive of the |
" tee s uemally acted on by comgregations.
# ghe Tepresentatives of {ve congregation whom * The most distingnished ministess ia the Chared
3 they were to dasiruet® They koew whose re.  of Scotiand—imen who have 100 much respect

3 people; but were the clergy of the Uharek

an equal number of clergrmen and repreteata-
tive clders—have no voice in the filling up of aay
vacancy, and are obliged 10 wait the pleasure
of the prople. We would that the sight of
presentasion was recoverable by Preshyteries
Bat if this be gone—lost to s for ¢vel, and i
popular clection needs in the fature preeail, it
us_in God’s namc, as a Charch, sct our faces
against it as at present worked, with the view
of nreserviag, as moch as passible, the minis-
terial office from degmdation, and Chris.dan
congregations frem being ullerly demornlized.

The practice followed for many years inScot-
Jazd by the best congregations of the Church,
where patvonage does not prevail, of where it
kas, tor the titee, Lved cenceded to the people,
ig, in the cvenl of a 7acamey taking place
to hold a congregational meeting, at which a
small commitico—say, thce or five—isappoint-
ed to make engairy for a suitadle clergyman,
and the recommendalion of ssch commil-
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for the office they hoid to be found ¢ preaching *
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Presbyters and laymen who bave never seen

as candidates—" have received their appoint- | Scotland, but who love at once ber name and

ments to their present livings ia this way;

were the practice followed by our congre-
gations, it would doubiless be a step in the
right direction.

in closing these remarks, and with the view
of discouraging long
source of much evil among us—iwe would re-
commend tue Church licre 1o follow the exam-
ple of the Mother Church—upon whose Presbys-
teries devolres the right of presenting oal
benefices, if the patrons fail to exercise theic
right within a period of six montiis—and to
whase Ministers’ Widows™ and Orphans Fuud a
balf yearg stipend during cvery vacancy is
paid—(1) to empower ber Preshyierics to pre-
seat a minister to any Church, whaose congre”
gation has failed within six manths to agree
apon the chaice, and (2) 10 enjoin, or torequest

congregations to pay our Ministers’ Wildows

and Orphan’s Fund, the stipend during 2 vacan-
¢x which otherwise they would pay to the mi-

nister. AVENEG,

PRELACY AND PRESBYTERY.

A3y LONG continued and animated
\ conifuversy  is now  bring
waged it the columns of the
Edinburgh Lrening Courcal on
the respective merits of Prelacy
and Presbytery.  The Prelatic
side has been sustained by Dr.
Wordsworth, titular Bishap of
S Andrews’, an Eaglish clergymau very anx-
inus to convert the Scotch, and other writers.
Dr. Crawford, Moderaior of the Geaeral As

sembly of the Church of Scotland, has, assisted
b other clesgrmen and variaus iaymen, abls
defended the Preshyterian cause.  The greatest
srzumen’ of Dr. Wordsworth—er Dr. Wordy
as e has been profanedy called—is the alleged
“ Apasiolical Saccession™ of the Prelatic Sect
in Scolland. The following letter addressed to
the Couraat by a layman of the Canadian
Chureh, explains the matters in dispute.  Pres-
brteriaas need not fear controversy.  The
fandations of our Charch are deeply laid ia
Seriptare, in anliguity, and in common sensc.

To the Editer of the Evening Couraal.

S12,—The interest in the controrersy con-
ceraing the respective merits of Preshrtery and
Prelacy, which kas been for some time waged
3 your columag, is not confined to Scolisad.
Qar venesadle National Chrreh and the other
Presbyterian bodies of Scotiand, have catab-
labed vigouross offshools in all the colonics.

vacancies—a fruitful .

her Chinrch, take as deep an interest as any
Scotsman in Scottish questiuns. It is the pride

. of every Colonial Presbyterinn to spring from
" the grand old historic Church of Scotland—the

Church of the first Missionaries wiio brought
the Gospel to the land—the Church of the
Cuidces—the Church of Knoxand of the good
regent—the Church of 1635 —the Church which
went ont into the wilderness during thirty
years of Prelatic persecation—the Church_
which regained her birthright at the glorious
cpoch of the revolution.  Dr. Crawford and the
other writers, who have in the Courant defended
the Church from unwarrantable attacek, arc en-
titl~d to the thaoks of Presbyterians of every
shade, and living under every sky.

The great question in the eves of the titular
Bishop of St. Andrews—a title to which he has
as littie right as he kas to that of Patriarch of
Jerusalem—is the form in which Church Govern-
ment is to be administered, or rather, perhaps,

< the machinery which is to be used in the ad-

ministration of it. But does not this savour
much of grasping a sbadow and neglecting the
substagee?  Should we not rather seck after
good gavernment, than dispute continually
about  the cxteinals of government?  Dr.
Wordswarth believes Prelacy to be of grexter
antiquity than Preshytery—an opinion in which:
25 could be readily proved to bim were there
space sufficient, he differs from many cminent
writers of the Church of England, nay, from
many eminent writers of the Church of Rome,
quite as fully as he does from 1he opinions of
the great majarity of conlinental and American
Protestants. Why, then, if he will be continu-
ally eccupicd with the form weiher than with
the substance should ke be-so positize ? jsall
the lcarning on this subject confined to his nar-
row scection of aseel? Is hic superior to all
who honestly differ from kim in opiniea? Heis
wrong in altaching extreme importxnce cither
1o the presence or the absence of any outlward
form: bzt if mes, at least his equals in learniag
and to the full as conscientions as himsclf (snd
of his canscientiousness there need be no doubt)
dissent absolately from his views, why, let it bs
repeated, should he be so positive on & gues-
tion which all who know anythbing about it,
admil to present many difficaliies?

His pasition too, is 2 somewhat strmage one.
lie, who comes into Scotland with the modest
parpose of upseting the National Church, was
ordained a Minister, or a Priest as h. would
prefer to be called, of tht Nauonal Chureh of
the Sister Kingdom. Leaving a field where, ia



84

the opinion of many tolerably well acquainte
with it, there is yet a good deal to do, notwith-
standing the labours extended over so many
centuries of what he would term a rightly or-
dered Apostolical Hierarchy, he proceeds North
to inform poor vicious, ignorant, heretical Scots-
men that he and his colleagues can alone speak
to them with Divine authority ; that their well”
Joved pastors are no ministers of Christ; that
the great question on which they chould make
themselves informed, is as to whether there
should, or should not, be in the Church woat
he calls a2 Three-Fold Ministry. Tnity will
cowe, be says, with the three-folds. And what
a fine example of unity he left when he came to
convert the Scotch! Inhis own native Church
the three.fold Ministry is in full operation.
But where in Christendom is a Ghurch so di-

l
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of the Apostolical Charch of Rome. How is it
that this large and important branch of the
Catholic Church has a seven-fold Ministry—not
a three-fold one? And how is it that it declares
the order of Presbyter to be the highest order
in the Church? The divine right of Prelacy was
indeed carried, though with great difficulty, at
Trent.  But at Trent it was still formally
deciared that guoad order, the Presbyter had
the highest office in the Christian Church.
Here is a point on which this large and most
powerful branch of what Dr. Wordsworth con-
siders the only true Christian Church, appears
to favour Presbyterian rather than Tractiariar

! -
. pretensions.

vided? Its divisions on every posslble point ‘

are patent to all the world. The utter power-
lessness of its Bishops 2nd Convocations to
carry ont their views is notorious. Doctrines

. grown up under its influcnce.

which all Christians consider as slights to God's

Holy Word are allowed to be preached Sunday
after Sunday from its puipits. There is much
to be loved and honoured inthe Church of Eng-
land. Its reformation
desirable—not its destruction. But surcly it is
idle to hold ecither 1t orits Colonial, s¥c, or
American branches before the world,as examples
of anything like Christizn Unity. The United
States as well as the Colonies are well up to
the disputes of High Church and Low Church
and Broad Church—of Puserites proper and
Puserites improper—of Colensoites and Ration-
alists—of men who, clad in surplices and sup-

. under their supervision.

One word in conclusion. Our Cluirch’s best
claim to the love and affection of Scoismen
consists in what Presbyterianism has done for
them. A well-instructed, religious people, Iras
If the name of
Scotsman is honourable throughout all the carik
we have greatly to thank for it not intruders
from other lands, but our own Church, ourown
Ministers, and the Parish Schools conducted
But although we are

' amazed at the importance which Dr. Words-

in some vespects is

worth attaches to outward things, let him not

- suppose that we forget that thereis 2 right and

a wrong even about them.  While we unchurch
no Church while we are happy tosee good done

_ by Mcthodists, or Episcopahians, or Indcpen-

posed tolc invested with ¥ Priesthood.” half |

openly undermine all that Christians hold in
reverenee.  Distuption stares the Church of his
own country in the face—disruption not as in
Scotland about the foriuitous relations of
Church and State, but zbout vital questions of
Christian faith. A friend of the writer hap-

dents, we rejoice thatin God s good Providencs
our Church was reformed from Popery to Pres-
byvtery.  OQur Synods and Presbyteries, our
Parochial Bishops, our Elders and our Deacons
—for the office still cxists, although ofien
merged in that of Elder—we belicve to be
Scriptural, Catholic, and Apostolical.  Aad

. litile as Dr. Wordsworth may fancy it ke could

pened recently to meet a clergrman of the

Church of England who had once beena parish
minister of the Church of Scotland.  He spoke
with great anxicly about the condition of his
new Church.
said. And onhis being answered in the affirm-
ative, ¥ remain once” was hic unnccessary, hut
correct and cmphatic igjunction:

Too much of yoar space bas already been

# Are you & Presbylerian ™2 he : great majority of the clergy had received Epis-

be showa that we have a succession of ordina-
tions by Presby ter Bishops (the highest order
in thie Christian Church in the opininn of the
great majority of Christians) not only through
the Scots-Roman Church. bat with laying on
of hands, through the Ghurch of England niso.

. as at the period of the tustrious General As-

sembly of 1638, which restored Presbrtess. the

_ copal ordination through the Spottiswoode

< -

claimed ; but althorgh it would be uscless to :

quote the Church of Scotland, the Charch of .

Geneva, or the Reformed Charches of Franee,
Ho}land, Germany aad Amcrica, 1o a contro-
versialist who coolly unchurcles them, one and
all, be will listen with respect to the opinions

v - e -

Bishops, who ir 1610 added Faglish to Scottish
arders. The Ministry of the Revoluotion Churced,
a5 it has been called, was compased parils of
clerggmen whase ordinations could be traced to
1638, parlly of persons sccrelly ordained by
them during the pessecation ; parlis of persons
ordained by them after the trinmph of the op-
pressed Chureh ; xad partly of conformists who
had been ordained by Bishops of the cecoad
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Episcopnl line between 1662 and 1688. There | is denied to the sick and infirm, because’un-
is in my possession a letter from the most | able to go to the Church.

eminent living writer on Scottish Ecclesiastical | Iwill state one fact from many with whichTam
history, in which, among other things, he points ; personally acquainted, and no doubt many of
out the fact that the ordinations of all our Min- ! your readers have known instances of the same
isters can be traced to Episcopally—ordeined | kind. An old lady, long in full communion
Prelates and Presbyters. ¢ It is quite easy,” i with the Church, was stricken with paralysis

he says, “to trice a regular succession of , from which she so far_recovered as to be able

¢ Presbyterial and Episcopal ordinations in the
# Church of Scotland back to 1610, where the
¢ Jine joins the line of succession in the Church
“ of England.” Presbyterians are not given to
fight about Ecclesinstical gencalogies. With |
the Apostie they are somewhat incliced to !
account them as oldwives’ fables. But as Dr.
Wordsworth esteems them bighly, and think
that they should receive a Iarge share of the at-
tention of Christian men, it iz well that le '
should be informed that we are as strong, even
on this point, as he is.
I am, Sir,
Your Obedient Scrvant,
A. Lavuax or tue Cucnen or ScotLaxp.

PRIVATE COMMUNION.
To the Editor of the Presbyteriun,

¥ o
AR
[

&
Ve

"«"’_,,.{

to sce the question mooted

in your columns ,of the bene- |

N munion ia the Church of Scot.
g : 2 Iand,~—a voice as from the Spirit-

NS

f\%?‘ that I ferven{ly trust may be the |
Z means of Ieading the wisdom and
Councils of our beloved Zien to 1ake this
matter into theic praverful considemtion.

reason to thase so ably et forth by the iate |
Rew. Mr. Hay, with regard to the Sac-
where, and the Commusinn wowhere but in

Church,—the first, oficn amid scenes of gaiety

IR—I hm:c indeed rejoiced |
fit and prepriety of private com-
land has awakened a Qiscussion

picty of those directing and mulingin the

Permit an humble adhicrent to add another
rament of Baptism in bring administered any- |
and dancing,—while the latter, a0t more sacred,

to sec and enjoy the society of her friends, and
the visits oflier minister, 2 truly pious Christian,
—she keenly felt her inability to go and re-
ceive the comfurt that holy ordinauce is calcu-
lated to afford, and year after year passed away,
for twelve long years came and weat without

. her cever being permitted to partake of those

blessed symbols of the Broken Body and Shed
Blood of her Redeemer. 1 once asked her if
she would not feel happier to receive? She
replied, weeping, ** Oh yes, yes,butit would not
be right, the Church does not allow of it I
then spoke to the minister, he said, # there are
cases such as this in which 1 would be glad
to have the power of giving the Lord’s Suppep
and some day it may be brought before the
Church Courts, though evil might come of §t.”
I then made up my mind should ! er mine or
any one [ could influence be so situated, I vwould
seck the comfort I nceded from some other
Body of Chiristians who would not make that &
terror and a“ stumbling block,” which our Bles-
sed Lord gave by commandment to be a com-
fort to the heart and o strength to the soul,
when both were fainting and failing under the
s of life; whether of mind or body. Tome
it is a< monstrous as the doctrine of Transub-
stantiation—surely, surcly, if that ordinance is
calculated to give consolation to the weary,
and sirengih to the weak and repentant, as
many of us know in our own happy experience
that it ig, why should it bhe withheld from suf-
ferers who most of all need its clevating and
purifving influcnces to help them to say in the
words of 2 beautiful Hymn,

»Jderne, perfoct my frusd,
strenptlien the hands of my fith
Lot me fecl Thee near when 1 stand
Oa the &dge of the shore of death.
BETA.



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Articles Communicated.

JOTTINGS IN THE EAST.

TS a good while now
since these rambling
notes broke off, some-

what abruptly, at Chatham in

the East.” Since then the dis
solved snows of 1SG7, having
fed many a rivulet, and swollen
mighty flnods, at length found
their level in the sea, to be lift-
¢l up again by that mysterious
influence regarding which we all think our-
selves wiser than Aristotle, butof which even
the scientific rescarches of Saussure and

Halleyleave most of us knowingless probab-

Jythan Solomon, whodid not pen thoese words
without some knowledge of the laws of eva-

poration. “ All the rivers run into the sea;

yet the sea isnot full. Unto the place from
whence the rivers come, thither they return
azain.” A dim recollection, and on the
whole a pleasing one. is ye' retained in me-
meory of many along drive since then, ofin-
cidents that served to relieve the tedium of
travel, and of much kindness experienced
from friends new and old, some of whom,
alas ! we shall sec nomore in this world, I
remember that after supper at Mr.Cushing’s,
we, that is Mr. Mair and I, set out for Mar-
tintown at midnight on the Sthof February,
that we knocked up Dr. McIntosh of Vau-
kleck Hill at two o'clock in the morning,
who with true Ilighland hospitality took us
in and treated as at that most unscasonable
hour with sardines and lobster, and haw we
reached Martintown in evil condition,
partly. perhaps, owing to the lobster, but
chiefly because of the drenching rain which
poured down upon us unceasingly from the
thne we left till we gained the welcome shel-
ter of the manse. It was Saturday night.

What a change of temperature then came

with Sunday moming! The wind had

chopped round to the north and blew a

gile; the mercurs had shrunk down out

of sight into the bulb of the thermometer,
an the freshly fallen snow was driving fu-
rinusly. It proved to be the coldest day of
winter.  How gladly would I have reniain-
cd where T then was' but to face the storm
and the biting cold, and drive on thirty
miles over the trackless snow, appeared tobe

a work of necessity—lawful even on the

Sabbath morning. Asof my own freechoice

I shall not soon again be guilty of a like

tempting of Providence, so I hope that no

such urgent occasion may avise to drive me
to wing in weather so unpropitious.

After a few minutesexposure to the open
air all the peculiar sensations produced by
extreme cold manifest themselves in turn.
The breath of your body escapeslikea cloud
of steam from the safety valve of a boil-
cr, it touches your whishers and moustache,
it lights on your eyebrows, the fur trim-
ming of your coat, the peak of your cap,
and, becoming instantly frozen, You are soon
coated over with sparkling crystals. A stick-
iness cowmes over your cyelids, your nostrils
scem to be drawntogether as with a forceps,
your lungs, becoming intoxicated with the
intensely rarified and highly oxygenated at-
mosphere, almost refuse to keep up respira-
tion ; the nose and cars and finger ends be-
gin to tingle so sharply as to draw tears from
your cyes, which are converted iuto icicles
before they have got half way down your
cheeks; presently your feét become numb
as lead, and, ere halt an hour has clapsed
in this low state of temperature your whole
frame has become saturated with cold.  In
vain you knock your hands together—-ciey
refuse to be comforted; in vain tuck in the
buffalo robes; in vain attempt to bring
every muscle into play in hope of pro-
ducing caloric, nothing avails but tourge
on the good horse, every inch of whose body
is as white as snow and his breath like the
spent steam of a locomotive, to the nearest
hospice. This is no overdrawn picture, but,
so far as memory serves, a record of my ex-
pericnce on that memorable day—a day
which many of our country ministers will
remember in connection with vacant church-
es. We had not been out fiftecen minutes
before the lad who sat with me in the sleigh
had theentireside ofhis face frozen. Haring
reached St. Andrew’s and done the best we
could for the poor dumb beast that had so
nobly brought us on through the snow drifts
we gladly sought for shelter and warmth in
the Roman Catholic Church, where there
was a roaring fire in the stove. It was yet
too early for mass, but cre we left a goodly
number of worshippers had assembled,
whose presence there on such a day evidence
a sincerity and devotion to duty which
plenty of Protestant fair-weather Christians
arestrangers to. The remainder of the jour-
ney was very similar to that already exper-
ienced, but was attended with no more se-
rious consequences than having been several
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times most thoroughly chilled.  On the fol-

luwing day began the visitation of evngre-

gations in the Presbytery of Glengary at
Matilda.
The night was not so stormy as to pre-

vent the members of the deputation, the

Revs. Messrs. Dobie and Watson, and Sam’l
Ault Exq., M. P. P. from driving 20 miles

tv be present, but, from whatever ciase, the |

attendance wis small.  Nor was it much

better at North Williamsburgh next even- .
ing, when our meeting wis heldin the base-

ment of the Lutheran Cligreh. We were
glad, however, to observe that the old wea-
ther beaten Church of St. Peter’s had buecu
abandoned, and that cacls of the eongrega-
tions who had fur muny years worshipped
conjointly in it, hud crevted for themsclves
creditable stone edifices. St Andrew’s hirk
was not at that time completed | siuce then,
however, it has been tastefully finished and
furvished, to which have also been added
other manifestations of increased; interest
and activity.  We went on across the coun-
try some 20 miles to Finch, and were
grieved to find its former kind-hearted mi-
nister, Mr. Monrn, prostrated by severe iil-
ness. from which he was released a few days
afterwards by death.  Though the weather
was unfavourable we had a fair attendance,
and were led to believe that, under the pre-
sent incumbent’s systematic management,
Improvements were in progress.

Their crowning effort will be the erection

of a new church, of which they stand much |

in need.  Qsnabruck came next in turn.
Missionary meetings at this place are usual-
ly well attended, and these proved tu be no
exception.  The chureh and manse, which
closely adjnin it, are comfortable, the latter,
more expensively finished than the average
of country churches, is generally admired,
though, in a different style of architecture

and at no greateroutlay, a much more beau- |

tiful structure could have been built. Par-
ties who have it in view to ercet churches
would do well to inspect the plans of New
St. Paul's in sontreal. They will not easi-
Iy find a better model, onc which may
casily be reduced in sizeand cost to suit the
circumstances of almest every congregation,
and particalarly adapted for rural congre-
gations where greater effect can be gained
from the surroundings, than the splendid
Church in Montreal can ever possess.

_ Cornwall  There is a difficulty in say-
Ing about this place what has not been said
beforc. It is an old town, and isgenerally
set down as adull town. It is not an am-
bitious town certainly, or theofer which Mr.
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* Stephen has recently made to erect a cotton
* mill that should cost $200,000, on cundition
" that the inhabitants should raise une quar-
ter of the amount, would have been instant-
ly accepted. Ecclesiastically, it is the seat
of Preshytery and the centre of alarge and
" vrealthy congregation, which has for more
than forty years been under the pastoral
care of its present vencrable and respected
" minister, Dr. Urquhart. About vne-third
of the congregativn resides in town, the re-
maining two-thirds belong to the landed aris-
tocracy.  In all such cases itis difficult to
hit upon plans alike convenient and aceept-
able to parties thus differently situated.
There is apt to exist a rivalry, we were going
to say, but, more correetly, 2 want of heal-
thy rivalry, the impression prevailing in the
minuds of the town peuple that their country
irienls leave them the livw's share of the
work to do, while Agricvles, judging
from outward appearance, justifies himself
by hinting that people who live in fine houses
and wear gay clothing vught to be able to
contribute handsomely for all churck par-
poses.  There may be @ grain of truth in
cither way of putting the case, and the all
important consideration is the devising of
means best caleulated for promoting the fu-
sion of its constituent clements, thus
transfurming what the minister of Kingston
in his admirable pasteral letter not inaptly
styles “an assemblage of unsympathizing
units,” into the beau ideal of Professor
Seely * an ardent and hopeful associa-
tion united for the most important of all
purposes.”  The Church of Cornwall is nei-
ther large cnvugh, nor in keeping with the
arowing taste for architectural embellish-
ment which characterizes the present day,
nor, it may be added, with the ability of
the congregation.  Instead of patching the
uid it were morecreditable thatanew church,
at lcast as handsume as the Ruman Catholic
onc at St. Andrew’s, and which cost about
£6000, should supersede the present one.
How isit to bedone? One way, of course,
is just for the people to open their hearts
and their purse strings and resolve to do it.
Ia this way the people of North Wi liams-
burgh succeeded insurprising even them-
selves :  Twelve poor sarmers there gave
. $100 cnch to aid increcting a saitable place
of worship, a number of the Osnabruckers
gave over 8200 each for a similar purpose,
and seattered though the Church Agent's re-
port, arc to be found a number of instances
in which eren single individaals have built
churches at their sole expenscand banded
them over to congregations.

-— - e
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Thelatter experiment would be well worth
trying in Cornwall: or should these means
fail, thereis a valuable property that might
be sold for this purpese.  The partial en-
dowment principle does not work well in
Canada; the minister would be quite as well
cared for, if his stipend depended wholly
on voluntry cffort. '

Our next weeting, held at Martin-
town on a Saturday evening, was unaccoun-
ably small, s0 much so that even the beddal
was seriously discomposed, and before the
proceedings commenced went out declaring
that he would give such a ring of the bell
* as would gar them hear on the deefest
side o’ their heed.”  On Sabbath evening
I drove with Mr. Mair to Alexandria, 16
miles, met a small congregation in the Free
Church and reterned to Martintown in the
night, such a night! The moon, at full,
bathing all nature in silvery light, each
twig on bush and tree electro-plated, and
in the cleared ficlds, here and there, great
ice-borne boulders lifted up their heads,
shining resplendently like bergs in a frozen
sea.  We had good meetingsat Williams-
town and Lancaster, in both of which
places, as well as at Martintown, a good deal
of mouney hasduring late yearsbeen judicious-
Iy expended in repairs and cmbellishments
to churches and manses.  In no other part
of Canada, within like limits, are to be found
so many large and wealthy country congre-
gations as in this part of Glengary. Weean
express to a fraction the working power of
a steam engine in foot-pounds, we can esti-
mate the economic force even of the falls of
Niagara, but we lose our-elves in trying to
caleulate the amount of good that might be
done by four such congregations if worked
up to their fullest capacity. Mr. McPher-
<on kindly conveved me to Dalhousie Mills
and Cote St. George, the mecting in the
former being characterized by a liberal col-
leetion—numbers being taken into account
—and in the latter, by the unusually large
attendance of young peaple, who manifested
a deep interest in the proceedings. Neil
McGillivray, BEsq., of Dummnaglass, joined
the deputation at Lochicl, where we met a
conpany of carn st Ilighland faces in the
manse. The Church is still unfinished.

We pushed on to Indian Lands the same
evening. where wehadagood meeting. [twas
late when the proceedings terminated iu the
old weather beaten church, and past mid-
night ere we reached Mr. McDougall's vesi-
dence. The programme of next day tested
our powers of cndurance, for we found that
to hold mectings in Roxboro’ and Plantage-

.
L 1Y

. Morrison, now of Owen Sound.
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netand to return intime tomakegood our rail-
way connection implied a drive of 72 miles,
which was accomplished in 18 hours with-
out change of hurses, the thermometer being
considerably below zero at mid-day. In a
monetary poiut of view the cost far outstrip-
ped the profit.  Iither oncof the deputations
would gladly haveadvanced the sums contri-
buted by the two cungregations rather than
have gone through the ordeal, and we must
only hope that some good of another kind
resulted, or, perchance, may yet result, from
this flying visit to the township of Plantage-
ne]t, and the Presbytery of Glengary in gene-
ral.

Monday evening, 25th February, found
me at Brockville in the Presbytery of Perth,
since supplied with a minister. The charge
was vacant then by the resignation of Mr.-
Somehow
or other it had got noised abroad that Dr.
Jenkins of Montreal was to address the meet-
ing. It did htm no harin, and probably did
us some good, as the meeting was well at-
tended, and most went home pretty well
satisfied. chiefly, 1 believe, that they had
scen and heard the learned Doctor from
Montreal. 1 failed to discover, however, on
which of the speakers the largest amount
of honour had alighted, for some thought
that one was he. and some another. The
Church of St. John, a substantial stone edi-
fice, was well heated and lighted. It was
built some 30 years ago during the incum-
beney of Principal Campbell, now of the uni-
versity of Aberdeen.  The history of the
congregation since then has been somewhat
chequered, but now, though not large, it is
well organized, and the town itsclf—one of
the most tuviting in Canada—is beautfully
situated. The congregation of Kitley was
the next visited.  The old stone Church in
the village of Tolede is about 24 miles from
Brockville partof which distance was travers-
ed on the Brockville and Ottawa Railway.
We had a full house and a spiritual mcet-
ing—there is an intimate connection be-
tween the two things—but it was reserved for
Smith's Falls to carry off the palm. The
Church was crowded, and on the platform
were ministers of different denominations.
Eager expectation was depicted in everycoun-
tenance, and I began to think that I was be-
coming popular at last, thedelusion, however,
was soondispelled by the appearance of Ales.
Morris Esq., D. C. L. and M. P.P., with
1 know not how many other honorary de-
grees, who isin high repute in these quarters
as ashrewd lawyer, 2 good man of business, 2
politician who carrics his county by acclama-
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tion, and, withal, one who is always ready
to co- opc.rntc in every good work.  He ac-

cumnpanied us to all the remaining stations
of the Presbytery, devoting more than a weck
of Lis valuable time to the cause we were
engaged in. It was a happy week for us
all, for in every place we had large and -

thusiastie mectings. I niust not furact to
mention that the collection bag at Smith's
Falls actually burst from the sheer weight of
itscontents,and which was ncarly all insilver.
Nor must be furgotten the incident that befil
Mr. White and mc by the way before the
miccting, though it would require the pen of
a Thackeray or Dickens to du it justiee. It
full on this wise.— Driving leisurdy along,

@s> we approached a gateway leading to a
farm house, we destried an cldurly Temale
rushing from the steading towards us. 1
think I sce her still. She wure a white
mutch, a blue stuff gown, and a bricht yel-
luw apron—an old country woman you may
be sure.  She hailed us by sizns, for run-
ning had rendered her specchiloss. Her fuce
was the picture of despair.  She bhechoned
us ta follow her, and darted off acain through
the deep snow. W fullowed. Auirrepressi-
ble fit of lauzghter tovk pussession of” us on

di~covering the cause of the guod woman’s ',
alarm, which was that vne of her cows—a |
. Green whore James Watt made the  disco-

valuable cow ““ that oft had wet the bair-
nies mou, had by some stranze freah,
< mmbhd on the top of a hay st.ld\ \\lu,nc\.
sliding down into acrevasse, she had become
incxtricably entangled among the eedar rails
supporting it.  To extricate the animal was
the duty required just then of me and the
minisier.  Now, of all animals, a cuw in
difiiculty is the most stupid and stubborn.
There she lay as helpless as though cvery
bone in her body were broken,and there stoud
the old woman soliloguising. It us suppose,
“my crummie was a uscful cov” —and there
stood we, convulsed with laughter.  For-
tunately these hove in sight a slcwh ioad of
stalwart men whom we lmlcd, aml by whosc
united strength, “ the crittur ™ as our allies
called her, was extricated from her perilous
cnndltlnn, and the old lady from her alarm,
who dismisscd us with blessings on our
keads.  But best of all was ¢hat I after-
wards got credit for giving a graphic descrip-
tion of our exploit as an iflustration of Cut-
uprrat:on.

We had a fine meeting in Perth. The
cangregation is well known to be onc of the
mest liberal, as it is one of the best organiz-
ed in the Church. It cmbraces 213 fami-
lies.  Thereisan excellent Grammar School
in the town taught by Mr. Hart, a licentiate
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of the Church, and in other respects the
place has many advantages, chicf among
which is the fact that it is the centre of 2
fine farming country, in additivn to which
the mineral resoureds are beginuing to at-
tract attention. At the Perth r.ulw‘ly sta-
tiun I ubserved a huge pile, about 200 tons,
of what appeared to b 4 Lurge bluck of beau-
tifully varicgated greenish erystals,  Thisis
Super phosphate of Lime, @ mineral manure,
of which there are large Jdeposits in this
neighbourhood, and whidk from its purity
and hig zhly flrtlh/,mfv propertics cannot fail
to ])u.unm mum.nwl) serviceable to agrieul-
ture. A ship load of it was, I was told, sent to
Britain last sunnuer.  1f the cxpcctations
of this recent discovery are fulfilled it will
yet prove an immense bovn to the country.

Mr. Bain Kindly conveyed me to Lanark,
asmall village about twelve miles from Perth,
and situated on the Clyde. I had forgot-
ten that there was a river of the name in
Canada, and when, in answer to a question,
informed that we had just crossed it, and
that the villaze before ws was Lanark, I
was carricd back in imagination agood many
years, and remained absorbed in thoughis
of my vwn for sume length of time,  Quite
true, hire is the Clyde. but where the Broo-
miclaw, and Jamaica Street, and Glasgow

very which has rendered his nawe soillus-
trivus 2 IHere is Lunark, but where the
Cartlaad Crazs, and Corra Lynn, and the
statue of Sir William Wallace?  The set-
tlers in this part of the country were origi-
nally from Lanarhshite in Scotland, bLut
one generation of men has come and another
gone sinee the year 1816, Notwithstanding

» this, T was struck with the broad Dorie dia-

e e vm et - e m e cmmm—

lect of the people, who have retained all the
jreculiaritics of  their mother tongue in a
wost remarkable wanner.  The Church of
Lar.k is substantial, commodious, and
tasteful withal. On the oceasion of our
visit it was well filled by a highly respect-
able lovking audicnce, and we had ¢ a good
time.” The following day we visited Dal-
housie and Middleville , at the later place
we had a spirited mecting and copital
singing. I forget the old ﬂcntlcmm s name
who led the chuir, but he was cvidently an
cnthusiastic musician, and onc who had the
happy talent of bcmrr able to communicate
a share of his gift to y others. I should have
entertained a pleasurable remembrance of
this mecting, but for an announcement made
at the close of i it, which took mc not alittle
aback. It was gravely intimated that the
Church Agent would preach the following
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day, (being Sunday)at Darling, the ser-
vice to commence at eleven o'clock. Sure
enough at nine next morning a messenger
appeared at the manse door and enquired
for the preacher,with whom, nolens, volens,
I was compelled to go. The log Church
was well filled, and 1 was ushered into the
pulpit. If any brother laymman doubt that
my position was a trying one, let him make
the experiment for once. I can only say
that I left Darling very deeply interested in
the success of their Mission Chureh, and
with a very clearapprehension that preach-
ing was not my forte.

On Monday morning Mr. McLean ac-
companied me to Almonte,where the late Dr.
MeMorine received me with great cordial-
ity and kindness. No one could be long in
his company without feeling that he was
enjoying a privilege. With the tascinating at-
traction of an accowplished scholar were
combined a large amount of solid good
sense, a disinterested simplicity of character,
and a genial temperament happily com-
bined with the carnest and humble char-
acteristics of a devout Christian.  He was
a man wholived to dogood, by word and by
deed, but in so unostentations a manner as
toexemplify the maxim ‘“let not thy right
hand know what thy left hand doeth.” I
have reason to know that his liberality was
measured only by his ability to give, that
it often went even beyond that, and, that
for the Schemes of the Church his contribu-
tion ecame anonymously, or, “ from «
Sriead.”  We shall see him no more here.
He was taken hence very soon after--on
the 22nd of May, 1867. With the village
of Almonte I was delighted—the natural
beauty of its situation—its factories—its
busy inhabitants—above all the rushing
waters of the Mississippi tumbling over the
dark gray limestone rocks, sounded like
pleasant music to the ear, sugzesting enter-
prise, industry and progress. We had agood
meeting in the Church, 2 fine new build-
ing, Messrs. Ross, Mylune and Morris being
the Presbytery deputation. At Beckwith
100, 12 miles distant, we had a full house
and a right happy meeting of genuine
Scotch faces, beaming with delight.  Some
of them had come a long way, had sat in
church from 10 o’c'ock a.m. and it was past
3 in the afternoon before we separated.  Mr.
Morris must have been to blamme for that,
for if I remember aright he spoke for about
an hour and a half, but how cnuld he help
himself? for the hymn preceding his speech
was sung by the choir con amore to the
tune of “Scots wha hae wi’ Wallace bled !

We lodged for the night with Mr. Robert
Bell of Carleton place, in a snug cottage on
the brink of the Mississippi. We admired
his fine library and large collection of min-
eralogical spectmens, and received a much
larger store of valuable and interesting in-
formation respecting this Canada of ours thar.
we were able to carry away with us. [ang.
ing in the hall was 2 jucket stripped fron.
the dead body of a Fenian on the field at
Ridgeway, pierced by a bullet which must
have struck its wearer in the heart. Ior
the first time I learned that at least forty
of the foe fell in their misguided enterprise.
The village of Carleton is a stirring place.
At the railway station were piled three
million of feet of sawn boards, all of which
were destinel for the Americaw market.
Mr. Bell estimates that the valley of the
Ottawa is capable of supplying one hun-
dred millions of feet of sawn lumber per
annum, for 500 years to come! and that
upon the supposition that there is an average
of one good marketable pine tree standing
on each acre. Then this whole region
abounds 1r minerals. Magnetic and spe-
cular iron are found in abundance, as well
as copper and lead, the latter is ascertained
to be combined with silver to the extent of
about 3-66th tothe ton. Therearcalso large
deposits of plumbago, antimony, soapstone,
ochresofdifferent kinds, and—tosay nothing
of theindication of gold-agate and ruby were
recently discovered in various parts ot this
section of country; there are hills of marble
richly variegated in colour and fine of tex-
ture, of which any one may satisfy himself
by visiting the New Parliament Buildings
at Ottawa, in the ornamentation of which
the marbles of the Upper Ottawa take a
conspicuous place. Canada is a young
giant asleep—on the eve of a * renaissance”
Already the fruits of our Geological Survey
arc beginuing to appear, and the benefits of
railway communication. With economic
resources in such profusion, it must become
a great country.

Qur last meeting in the Presbytery of
Perth was held in therickety old Methodist
Church of Carleton place. OQurown Church,
a good stone building, having fullen into
disrepair, was at the time referred to used
as a barn, most literally. Ere this, how-
cver, it is hoped that it has been rescued
from desceration.  Like all the other meet-
ings within the bounds, this one was well
attended and enthusiastic. On the whole
we found the congregations in a healthy
, condition, each of them having a more or
! Jess perfectly organized Missionary Associa-
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tion at work, and, of the twelve Presbyte-
rie. of the Church, it is the only one of
which the Agent could certainly aver that
thie arrears of stipend were NiL.

g ITIIIN the bounds of the
Presbytery of Toronto,
and through Chinguacou-
sy, Hillsburgh,Orangeville,
Caledon, Mono West, Mono
Kast, Mulmur, and Tosso-
rontio. The Deputation, by
¢ appointment, consisted of the
A four ministers scttled within
the distriet comprising the above charges;
but in carrying out its purposes there
were only three, the fourthbeing cffectually
prevented from enjoying its pleasures and
privileges; as well as from undergoing its
11bour, :oii and inconveniences, partly by a
slizht misunderstanding about the a0t
ment and partly by prossing fuaily and
¢ ngregationa] cn, agements.  The rost,
who had none of these formidable obstacles
to contend with and had willing hearts,
ready hands and letsore, and also wuch
pleasure in  obeying worthy authority,
<erving the public, enzazing in and advane-
ingz 2 noble cause, had all the burden to
bear, but they also had all the plea-
cures to share.  How good a thing 1t is
that this order cannot be reversed.

If those who left their homes —1I do not
know what to say about their families, I
write only as a general observer—if they
travelied a considerable distance, by duy
aud by night, over many a hill and dale,
in snow and eold, if they addressed, advised,
urged, encour-ged and organized, they had
the great pleasure of knowing that they
were well received, their labour not in vain,
they accomplished much for they visited
the Church and the cause of God. They
saw [uttle that was dark, but much that
was bright.  They witnessed readiness and
cheerfulness on the part of several— more
than enough” in some cases—young men
offering  their hearty serviecs for car-
ryving out the objects of the Deputation in
visiting them, which could not fail to force
pleasure into their hearts, under any cir-
cumstance whatever ; and especially if they
wero unfortunately acquainted with locali-
ties, where such might be diligently and per-
severingly sought for, but never found.

But there was work as well as pleasure ;
doing as well as hearing. It is sometimes

a1

no more, but go home and forget. Such
is a waste; the casc before us was an ex-
ception. The pecubar work of the Depu-
tation began early on Monday morniag, and
did not end till late on Saturday evening.
But all this was only the beginning of the
work. At all their meetings which, with
one exeeption when nothing was done, were
“wood,” if not in numbers, in spirit, pur-
pose and action, they were the means of
forming associations, and thus of securing
the active serviees of 50 or 60 young men
and women, to visit members and adhierents
and to explain, plead, persuade, and collect
for the different Schemes of the Church.
Apart from the personal benefit of - all
heartily concerne 3, the pecuniary result will
be seveial hundieds of dollars.

In Chinguacvusy they have a comfort-
able Lrick church—situate 1 in 2 wealthy
iocality—only 34 families. How many
congregations, if thus reduced, would sink
suddenly iuto the grave tu rise no more.
No arrears of any kind and the prospects
for the sehemes promising.  Hillsburgh is
vacant—ypevple very liberal—had several
disappointments—the dark past forgotten
in the face of the lizht prospeets of a set-
tlement.  They deserve credit for patience
and perseverance as well as for cheerful
liberality. It is said, that the people
of Uranzeville are active and successful in
increasing their worthy minister’s stipend.
In Caledon and two Mouo's they are doing
wonders in building churches, and in help-
ine themselves and others. In Tussorontio
and Mulwmur, there were no less then $165
cullected of the 930, and the other schemes
of the church last year.

The Schedule system well tried :—This
trial as it came under wy vbservation is a
very wood test.  The diligence used in put-
ting the Schedules into the hands of mem-
bers and adherents, the manner in which
their attention was directed to them, aud
their duty and privilege, in the way of
contributing cheerfully and lhberally of
their abundance and for such worthy
causes were urged, were only ordinary;
and besides, the locality in which all these
things were done, though favoured with
and lightened by a considerable number ¢f
the hearty, cheerful and liberal; is also
burdened and darkened by not a few of the
heartless, frowning and niggardly. Yet
cven here, under the above stated circum-
stances— some of whiclt are not very favour-
able—the Schedule System has been a de-
cided success, which can be testified to by

custowary to meet, speak and hear and do [ fizures and by comparing what bas been
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already done with the past, and if carried on |
it will prove more successtul still.

Let these useful means for important !
purposes, generally attended with difficul-
ties, be put into the hands of a few pious
earnest and active'young men or women—
surely a small number, at least, of such can
be found in every congregation worthy of
the name—and notwithstanding the many
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discouragements connected with such noblc
work, it will be their experience that it iz
a pleasure as well as a profit; our contriba-
tions for religious purposes will be increased
several fold—there is mach roow for an
increase—the cheerful und liberal will be
discovered and encouraged ; and the grudg-
ing and parsimonious will be put to shame,
unless they have already become hopeless.
A. MACLENNAN.

The Chueehes awy therw FEisstons.

THE SEARCH FOR DR. LIVINGSTONE.

The proceedings at the meeting of the Ruyal
Geographical Society, held in London on Mon-
day evening, were unusuaally attractive, owing o
the fact that an officinl report and o detaniled
narrative of Mr. Young’sexpedition to Africain
search of Dr. Livingstone were presented to the
members. The whole credit of the search, as
well as its successful issue, must be ascribed to
the iaotrepid warrant-officer who proposed,
planned, and carried out the journey—the re-
sults of which he had, ou Monday, the privilege
of personally presemting. From the first be-
lieving that the statement of the Johanna men
in reference to the fate of Dr. Livingstone wes
not to be relied on they being notorious cowards
and liars—Mr. Young was unable to rest until
he had tested the value of his conviction. So
thoroughly has he done this, that none but those
who refuse to accept any proof except that of
their own actual eye<ight, can yethold the opi-
nion that Liviugstone was murdered as alleged.
It i3 now demonstrated bevond the shadow of a
doubt that the great explorer had safely passed
the spot where it was asserted his career had been
violently arrested by the assasin’s hand. The
story promulgated by the Johanna men was
that the Doctor was killed and buried near the
" soutb-western course of Lake Nyassa, which,
with its sister-lake Shirwa, lics on the cast
coast, over against the Mozambique Channel.
To reach this point, therefore—by doing which
the truth or falschood of the Juhanua men's
tale could be at once establisied—Mr. Young
and the little expedition under Lis command, set
sail from Southampton, carrying with them a
steel boat specially designed by the above-
named officer, on the Sth of June. The steel
boat which had done such goodly service, was
so constructed that, with the greatest ease, it
could be taken to pieces and packed cither on
board ship or carried across country, and refit-
ted when its services were required for naviga-
tion. Pursuing his way up the Zambesi, a river
which leads up the Shire to the Lake Nyassa,
Mr. Young reached Shupanga on the 2d of Au-
gust. At this point, 2 man less bold and deter-
mwined might have paused to consider the advi-
sability of proceeding, for tidings were rife of
fierce wars that were raging up the country.
The only effect these stories had on bhim, bow-
ever, wasto cause him somewkat to devinte

sy

from his proposed course by saiiinga litlle

higher up the Zambest from the Shire’s wmouti.
to Senna, waich place he reached on the 6,
having then with him, in addition to the little
band he had taken from England, a boat’s crew
of twenty two negroes, who contracted to stick
by him to the last, and who certainly did so:
but ina future perivd of the journey made them-
selves great nuisances, being utterly useless
when wanted. The channel of the Shire, which
may be called the highway of the route, was
entered by a cross stream from Seana ; and after
a delay, ciused by the absence of a sufficient
wind, and a forced march of ninety miles, per-
formed in the space cf four days, Chibisa was
made on the 17th, Two days were giten to
inquiries here, and {riendly relations were e¢s-
tablished with the chicf of the tribe, whoss name
has been given tu the place. At the moment
the expedition arrived, rumours that the Marite
and Madsite were in the vicinity, and ina war-
like attitude, spread terror amongst the Mako-
lola.  This unquiet condition of the country
exposed Mr- Young to some annoyance. An
army of blacks, supposing him to be an enemy,
endeavoured to s!ay his course. This litile
difliculty surmounted by judicious conversation,
aud the promise of future presents, Mr. Young,
leaving the Ajavas behind him, reached lLake
Nyassa, out of the eastern bay of which runs
the Shire, on the 6th of September. Two vil-
lages were found at this point, and here it was
that the scent became very strong: The Jo-
hanna men had aflirmed in the most detcrmined
manner that at one of these villages, Marenga,
Livingstone was buried. Of his izquiries in the
village of Massonda, on the other sude. the jour-
nal kept by the warrant-officer contains some
most interesting and important particulars. le
had an intervicw with a native who had been
employed by the traveller to carry his goods at
& date anterior to that at which it was stated
he was killed. Other natives proved having
scen Livingstone at the same time. Picce after
picce of evidence was forthcoming to establish
the fuci that a year before the arrival of the
expedition he had pas-ed from Makata, afier
staying in the ncighbourhood for three wecks,
in perfect safety. UOne entry in Mr. Young's
diary is to the effect thata native not only
was able accurately to describe the Doctor's
own appearance, but alse that of the dog which
accompanied him. This dog, whose name was
* Titani,” had = peenliarity of tail, which was
known to all who had made his acquaintance.
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Thig the native spoke of, describing the animal
23 a “dog with two tails.” To further test the
accuracy of his information, Mr. Young took one
of the men to the boat and showed him a
“breech-loader” and another gun. The man
immediately stated that the person of whom he
gpoke was possessed of similar articles. A
prayer book with Livingstone's name, and &
scarf given to an old woman, were produced
for Mr. Young's ingpection. He also found
amongst the natives some seidlitz powders 2nd
other medicines, some of which he has brought
back with him. Added to all the above testi-
mony was the assurance of the chief at Marenga
tbat he had tidings of the traveller for a whole
month after he left in the northward parts. The
Johanna men, it must be borne in mind, had
returned through the village after two days’
march with Livingstone. After spending
twenty days in visiting the vicinities of Lake
Nyassa, Mr. Young left on the 20th of Septem-
ber, assured that Livingstone had gone forward
northward on his journey in safety.

There was & very numerous attesdance at
Burlington llouse on Monday night. The large
room was inconveniently crowded with a high-
jy-interested audience. Unfortunately, Sir
Roderick Murchison, to whose faith and perse-
verance the expedition is owing, was prevented

by a severe cold from presiding, and having the !
A leuter |

honour which he so richly deserved.
was read from him expressing regret at his ab-
sence, and propesing that the Royal Geographi-
cal Society should recommend Mt. Young to the
notice of the Lords of the Admiralty, with a
view of obtaining for him such reward as they
have it in their power to bestow. The Secreta-
ry to the Socicty then read Mr. Young's official
report, and at the close of it Mr. Young himself
wag callcd upon to address the meeting. He
looked well broazed, anid though bold enough
a3 an explorer, was not a little diffident at ap-
pearing before such a distinguished andience,
With some hesitation he described the course
of his journey, and was most enthusiastically
received.

Captain Faulkner, who accompanied the
expedition, then spoke. He kept the meeting
in & constant roar oflaughter by amusing ancc-
dotes of his adventures with the natives. On
arriving at Lake Nyassa, he separated from
Young, and returned by the side of the river on
foot, having a good deal of sport on the way.
Atoone place he was laid up for a short time,
and was taken care of by a friendly chiet. On
varting, the chief told Faunlkner that he had a
present for him, which turned out to be a young
lady. Faulkner thought he might as well look
at her, and found her very pretty; but he was
then told be must catch her as the Portuguese
do, that id, throw a rope round her, and carry
her away. To this he objected, and the girl
was then brought to him bhound. He had a
iong conversation with her, and learned that
the Portuguese still carried on the slave trade
in that part of the country. Captain Faulkner
quite agreed injholding with Mr. Young that the

. srtt;ry of Dr. Livingstone’s murder was entirely
alse.

Mr. Waher, one of the companions of Bishop
Mackenzie, remarked that it was gratifying to
find, from the speechesof Mr. Young and Captain
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Faulkner, that the character of the English was
thoroughly well understood, as was also that
of the Portugnese. He thought that the best
way to put down the slave trade was to send a
small expedition to the Zambesi and Shire rivers,
and that this would Jdo far more than could ever
be effected by all the criisers in the Royal
Navy. e believed that Dr. Livingstone was
gone to Lake Tanganyika, and would soon be
heard of at Alexandria, on his way back to Eu-
rope.

Sir Samuel Baker remarked that though Afri-
ca was full of the feline species, it would be
weil if the British cat, the cat-of-nine-1ails,
could be sent to the country for the benefit of
the lying Johanna men, who had put England
to a great expense, and had deserted Dr.
Livingstone. e did not expect that the Doc-
tor would, with the pine men that he bad with
him, be able to accomplish such a journey as
Mr. Waher had described ; but (hat it was more
likely that bhe would re-appear at Zanzibar.
He added that 1ast year he had no hopes of
Livingstone, and that though the evidence was
now strongly in favour ofhis safety, we must
not be too sanguine.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Young and the other
members of the expedition was carried by ac-
clamation.— Edinburgh Courant.

PATRONAGE.

Sir.—Your correspondent. ‘A Conservative
Churchman,” in addressing you on patronage
ks felt it necessary to deprecste the impatience
of your lady readers with the subject. I cer-
tainly should have been gratified if he had point-
ed out the bond which connects it more imme-
diately with the fuir sex. Possibly the infor-
mation might have led me to appreciate his
apologetic tonc. Asitis, [am so ungallant as
to think that 1 owe an apology, in the firstin-
stance, to yourself, for seeking space in your
columns farther to pursue the discussion ; but [
trust you will indulge me so far as to enable me
to refute what I conceive to be the fallacies
which underlic * A conservative Churchman's”’
remarks.

Your correspondent has sncceeded, I admit,
in constructing a very ingenious defence of the
patronage system , and the picture he has pre-
sented to us is not without its attractions. There
are few subjects, however, on which two opin-
ions cannot with some show of reason be held,
and I am not prepared to say that patronage is
onc of them. Still [ think it speaks badly for
the impartiality of ** A Conservative Church-
man” that he has refused to look at it in its un-
gainly aspect, or to acknowledge, with a view
to find » specific for itsdefects. His argument
starts with the assumption, which I amafraid it
will require all bis ingenuity to justify, that the
dispensers and recipients of patronage are not
moved alike by our common human nature, and
he scems to think it impossible to look upon it,
in fact, as a point conceded in the controversy,
that the passion and the prejudice, the partia-
lity and the selfishness, which he predicates so
freely of the people asa whole, cannot in the
remotest degree sway orinfluence the decisions
of those among them who happen to be patrons.
Now, sir, I bave never been disposed to ascribe
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to our patrons in the execcise of their privileges
any but the purest motives, but when ** A Coun-
servative Churchman” comes forward and scatt-
ers so freely imputations of motives so discre-
ditable, and which it i3 impossible for him to
substantiate, 1 think it time to remind him that
he plays with an instrument which cuts buth
way's, and that if those who think differently
from him chose to make uge of so ignoble a wea-
pon inargumentative warfare, they might wield
it with resalts which would alarm him. I do
not doubt in the least what your currespondent
asserts, that, in the main, our patrons exercise
their powers conscientiously, but I am as little
inclined to allow that if that power were trans-
ferred 1o the people it would be vne wwhit less
hounestly and uprightly used. I hold, therefore,
that your correspondent on this point has utter-
1y failed to establish his case. His next argu-
ment denies the capacity of the people to chouse
their ministers, putting aside altogether the mo.
tive for choice. The difficuity which he here
puts forward hoswever, is very readily overcome.
If every licensed preacher is not quahticd for
the duties of the ministry, 1 should like to ask,
sir, towhat purpose are the examinativns they
nndergo at the hands of our Presbyteries ? If,
however, as [ hold is the case, they ought to be,
and presumably are, possessed of the requisite
qualifications after having passed through this
ordeal, it just comes to this, that the people,
having the ministerial qualifications settled fur
them, have only tolook to the suitability or un-
suitability, to the persoual qaalifications, in
shoit, of any candidate who may offer himself
to them; and who, I shkould like to know, are
so well qualified to judge in this matter, as those
immediately interested—the people themselves ?
I begin now to assume the offensive in the argu-
ment. Having hitherto confined myself toshow-
ing that there is no good reason for the existence
of patronage. I now intend to show that there
are sundry good reasons why it should cease te
exist. Itis because patrons sc often fail o ap-
preciate the peculiar circumstances and wants
of those for whom, by accident, they are called
upon to choose a religious guide, that the
Church is ever aad anon disturbed, and a pow-
erful instrument of ridicule furnished to her éne-
mies, by cases of disputed scttiement. Your
correspondent’s arguments consist entirely of
hypothetical reasoning. I would fike him to
descend to facts, and to point out to your read-
ers, if he can, any cases in which the eleciion
of a minister by the voices of the people hasever
led to resuits so disastrous to the Church as
those ecclesiastical squabbles which arise from
ill-advised dispensing of patronage. He cannot
plead tbat we are without expericnce on the
point. Putling aside the Free Church alto-
gether, the working of the anti-patronage prin-
ciple in the parishes, established under our En-
dowment Scheme, should afford ample scope for
the discovery of those flaws inthe system which
its enemies are so ready to charge it with. This
too tangible evil which I havereferred to in con-
nection with patronage is sufficient of itself to
Justify its removal; but the present ecclesiasti-
cal aspect of the country affords, I would say,
a still stronger reagon for this step. We see an
sttempt made by two bodies which have little
et o sympathy or commueity of feeling, so far

ag their recognized standards show, on many
important puints, to form an external union
without internal unity,  The attempt, if persist-
ed in, must fail, andlead to unhappy dissen-
sions.  But what an opportunity is presented in
these circumstances to the Established Church,
by doing away with this law of patronnge, to
open a door whereby all those who consider this
the only barrier against a retura to her commu-
nion might again enter her pale: and how fool-
ish weuld 1tbe to allow the opportuaity to slip !

The Church, sir, which aspires to the proud
position of a national Church, must show confi-
dence in the people; and it1s beeause I tong to
see the day when our Church, not in name only
but in reality, and beyond doubt or cavil, can
claim the title of the National Church of Scot-
land, that I wish the anti-patronage movement
Gud-speed.—TI am, &c.,

A Tory or THE D 1sragLr ScrooL.
Greenock, December 17, 1867.

NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY OF SCOT-
LAND. -

The annual meeting of the National Bible So-
ciety of Scotland, consisting of the Edinburgh,
the National, the Glasgow, and other socicties,
was held in the Cny Hall, Glasgow, on Tuesday
afternoon. His Grace the Duke of Argyll, pre-
sident, occupied the chair.

The meeting having been opened with praisze
and devotional exercises, was conducted by the
Rev. Dr. M«Cuiloch of Greenock.

The noble President procecded to address his
audience. He said that during the seven years
he had had the honourof being President of the
Society ne had the honour of presiding at their
annual meetings on two or three occasions. On
these occasions he had considered it ns duty and
his privilege to address the citizens of Glasgow,
and through them the wider circle interested in
the work of the society, upou the priunciples in-
volved in its constitution and the object of its
operations. That was not lus intention to-day,
huwever, as he meant to leave the weight of the
speaking to others; but as he was about to
resign lus presidency, he was desirous of saying
a few words with reference to the present posi-
tion of the socizty. His Grace then made re-
ference to the loss theinstitution bad sustained
in the death of several eminent members, allud-
ing specially to Mr. John Henderson of Park, to
whose munificence, in bequeathing for their ob.
jects £10,000, and the premises in Virginia-
street, the speaker did ample justice. Passing
from these matters he congratulated the mem-
bers upon the advance made of late years by the
principles of religious toleration which had
cnabled the operations of the socicty to be spread
over the Continent of Europe. (Applause.) He
instanced Austria particularly as closed. but
two or three years ago, to the circulation of the
Scriptures, and a0w thrown freely open. Italy,
too, was free over almost the entire Peninsuls,
the one great exception being Rome, so long
the capital of Italy, and held by many to be the
capital of the Christian world. The liberality
of Roman Catholic Governments of the world,
where lay influences prevailed, was praised by
the Duke. It was only where priestly rule ex-
isted that illiberal principles were dominantand
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the circalation of 1the Scriptures prevented. The
cbgervation he thought himselfentitled to make,
because their Roman Catholic fellow subjectsin
thig country were demanding to he placed on &
footing of full religions equality with themselves.
He had a right, therefore, to point out that, so
far as Rome represented the principles of Roman
Catholice, these denied to others what they
claimed for thems<elves. The Duke next referreld
to the union with two similar societies which
took place in 1861, and the entirely satisfac.ory
results it had produced—union in this as in
other matters giving strength. The income had
been more than doubled, and the circulation
enormously increased. Heafterwards adveried
to the catholicity of the Socicty—its utter
separation from sectarianism—as at once its
strength and its weakness—the zeal of many
being confined to exerting themselves in fur-
thering the successof the denomination to which
they belonged. The duty, however, of spread-
ing the Seriptures was paramount, and ought to
deeply engage the attention of all churches. As
a gratifying proof of iucreasing catholicity of
¢pirit, his Grace adduced the presence on the
platform of his right reverend friend, Bishop
Ewing, who found it possible thus to unite with
his Presbyterian brethren in their common (b-
jeet. (Applause.) It could not be denicd,
however, that the society did not rececive the
hearty support of several of the large denomin-
ations, a circnmstance he mentioned with regret,
Before concluding, he pointed at the circulation
of the Scriptures &5 the best antidote to the
spread of the movement going on at preseat to
set aside dogma and set up in its place a vague-
religious sentiment, Recommending the zealous
co-operation of all the churches in the work, he
resumed his seat amidstloud applause,

An abhstract of the report was afterw..rds sub-
mitted by Mr. W. J. Slowan, one of the secret-
aries. Reference is made to the formation of
new anxiliaries, raicing the toral number to 119,
of which 102 contributed £34140, as compared
with 43 in 1860 raising £955. With regard to
funds, itis mentioned that the directory are
again able to announce an increase, the total
from income this year being ££368 145 9., and
the returns for Scriptures £8099 9s 2d, ~howing
a total revenue of £14,368 35 11d. As tocir-
culation, that of the past year has reached 251,
429 copies—an increase of 8,295 over that of
the proceeding, and one anda half times as
many as the circnlation of 1861. A series of
very interestin® notices of the Society'slabours
abroad follows. These operations have been
extended with wonderful success over the entire
European continent, into Asin and Africa where
accessible, and over the British colonies. In
conclusion, the results of the seven ycars of the
Society’s existence are reviewed. Ta that time
their total income has been £94,758 125 9d;
expenditure, £82,065 18s; circulation, 1,110,
245. “ It hasbeen the duty of the directors,”
says the report, “while avoiding ncedless ex-
penditure, to infuse 8 broad and liberal spirit
into all the operationg of the Society, to keep it
in its management and general conduct, as it
is in its constitution and membership, free from
the taint of sectarianism and the littleness of lo-
cal jealousiers—to make it truly national and
worthy of the name it bears. They trust that

e e - . — —————— e e — s

l

95

to some extent itis fulfilling the expectations
whiclh were chershed in its formation, and that
it will year Uy year grow in the aflfecuionate
segard of the Chinstian people of Scotland.”

The first resvlution was moved by the Rev.
A. Gray of St. John's, seconded by the Rev. G.
D. Cullen, Edinburgh :—* That the report, an
abstract of which has now been submitted, be
adopted, and, with the usual appendices, printed
and circulated under the direction of the Board.”

The second resvlution was moved by the
Right Rev. Bishup Ewing of Argyll and the
Isleg, seconded by the Rev. Juhn Adam of Free
Wellpark Clurch, viz.—* That this meeting
desires to render thanks to Almiglhty God for
the measure of suceess which lhus attended the
operations of the National Bible Sceety of
Scotland during the last seven years and to
recognrise, in the growing demand for thie Holy
Scriptures, and the increased facilities for the
diffusion in many countries, a renewed call for
united, zealous, and prayerful efforts to dis-
seminate the Word of Life throughout the
country.”

The third resolution, moved by the Rev. J.
Mitchell Harvey, M.A., of Cullege Street United
Presbyterian Church, Edinburgh, seconded by
Professor Balfour, was:—# That the cordial
thanks of this meeting be given to the office-
bearers and collectors of the association, to
whose zeal and energy the society is indebted
for su large a pruportion of its yearly revenue;
and that, while the list of office-bearers con-
tinue, in vther respects, asduring the pastyear,
the Honourablé Arthur Kinnaird, M.P., be
elected President, and Sheriff Jamesun Chair-
man of the Board for the year 1868, and that
the fullowing geutlemen be appoiuted to fill the
vacancies cunsequent on the diath of former
directors, viz—In the Eastern Cumumittee,
Sheriff Jameson, in the Western Committee,
David Anderson, Esq.

The fourth resolution was proposed by the
Honourable the Lord Provust of Glasgow,
seconded by Sir James Campbell of Stracatbro,
viz. :—* That the best thauks of this weecting be
tendered to His Grace the Duke of ArgyH for
the valuable services he las rendered tu this
society ag its President during the last seven
years, and fur His Grace's efficient discharge of
the duties of the chair on this vccasion.

The benediction was pronvunced by the Rev.
F. Hogarth, Stranracr.

From the American Presbyteriun.
THE RELATION O THE SABBATH
SCHIO0L TO THE CHURCH.

The ideal of the Sabbath-scbool is that it
shall become a feeder of the Church. It would
be supposed that one of the foremost things 1m-
plied in such a relativn, is the trainiug of the
scholars in church-going habits. Itis certaisly
reasonable to look for this; and when this re-
sult is not obtained —especially when, uader a
supposed high state of prosperity in the Sab-
bath-school, there is an actusl dwindling of
the attendance of children upon the regular
services of the Church,—the conclusion canaot
be avoided that there is some serious defect in
the popular mode of conducting those institu-
tions.
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We trust there yet remain many churches

~vhich, in the conduct of their Sabbat! -schools,
take care to avoid the result mentioned, and so

]
1

errange their work as to secure the regula. at-
tendance of the cbildren in the sanctuary. But .

from accounts woich reach us from uuwmerous
quarters, we are forced to the apprehension
that, in its relation to the public worship, our
Sibbath school system is drifting into a dan-
gerous course.  This much is obvious: never,
within ihe recollection of the liring, has the
chilé portion of our wor: ipping congregations
been se proportionably small as now. Never
before bas it been so rare to see the children of
the family ranged beside their parents in the
pew [t is the very geoius of the pesw system,
not improbably the very iden which brought it

inio existence, that families should sit together, '

chitdren under the eye of the'r pacents, preserv-
ing cven amid the great assembly, o kind of
home union and home isolatien. We see little
cnongh now to remind us of such uses of this
arrangement.  The parents are there, but where
are tiie children, and swhy are they not there?
The answer in wost cases wouid be, that the
Sabbath-school stands in the way. If not zo

bluntly expressed, this i< peveriheless uwamis- |

t=kably implied in the cause assigned. It is
pleaded in excase for their absence, that they
hase two sessions of the Sabbath schosl to

attend, and that to ask of them more attend- .

ance upon public instruction, is laying too

hreaty a tax upon their power of cndurance.

Th» coaclusion here expressed 15 certain'y rea-
soanbic, if there be nothing wrong in the fact
premised.  If the coufining «f children from
three to four hours of the day ia the Sabbath-
school room is 2 wholesome armangement, then
the poiat must be yielded that it is asking too
touch of them to require the additionai confine-
ment of the Cherch service.  But in sach a
case, the implication abeve stated remains—
the Sabbath-school stands ia the way of their
atteadance npon the regular Charch worship.
Whatever good of other Kinds mas come from
it, it certaialy tends to the deplelinn of thas
wbhich ougzh! to be the most interesing and
hojeful part of all our coagregations, and re-
sulis in an early formed and thercfore more
hopeless habit of reganding the appointed gos-
pel ministrations as of no acceaal—a habit
which will soon, nay is, we fe=r. now telling
disaslroas'y upon many of the Christian con-
goegations of the land. We belicve the time
has come that there must br same modifica-
ton of this stale of thiags, or oar Sabhath-
schools, instead of feoding, w.ll exdcust the
Charck.

1t docs not recoscile us 1o the case as it now
stands, to be told that the iastructions of the
Sabhath-school ase so sauch belter adapied to
the capacitics of children than those of the
pulpit a7v, that their spititeal cdifcation wiil
e beiter attained uader the fammer, even at
the szerifice of the privileges of the Iatter. The

" spiritaal home.
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mistake. There are, doubtless, instances of
such practical misconcepuon of the proper of-
fice of the Chri-tian pulpit, but there are not
enough of 1hem to characterize the preaching
of the duy. Ofien in the Sabbath-school we
have seen whole classes of cluldren listening to
2n address, in which simphaty was pushed to
the point of mere childishness of discourse,
whose minds we kuew to be ripe for the bracing
nnd furwarding discapline of the pulpit, butwho

. were zilowed to avoid the latter because they

enjoved the former, and that was thought
enough,

Bat ccen granting to Sabbath-school instruc-
ti.n its supposed superionty to that of the pul-
pit. fur teaching the gospel to cinldren, 1
jcarcely mutigates the calamty of the destrue-
tion of the church-going haint. While the
Jarenis are in their place in the sauctuary, the
child is at home alone, or with company who
will unly encourage ins disregard of the pro-
prictics of the dav. It is the very time when,
abuve all others, he ought to be with his
parents. and under their watchful care.  There
is growing up in him no proper conception ot
the regular worship of the Church as a Disine
ordinance, and the highest appmnted institation
for rescaing men from sin and training them
for heaven. Avuidance of the sanctuary bas
become a confirmed habit. 2and when his Sab-
bath-schoul dass arc over—a ume which wiil
nat be long in coming-——there comes no feel-
ing that the church of his pareuts isa family
There 15 no te of halut to
bind Lim to it, and away he gees. perhaps to
some other piace of worship, or perhaps to seme
nore questianable resart; bat, be it where 1t
mas, With no lgher purpose than to mix with
socicty and 6l up the hour.

If asked how we wouid bave s growng
cvil remedied we repiy :

1. Yot by giting up the Sabbath-school.

. The biessings which 3t has brought to cur

carld ~au never be told tins side of heaven.
God ba.,es forth measures for the tines. e
Lassgiven tlus great nstitulion to our uumes,
and the seals of lus approbatinn of it arce scat-
tered abroad ; they are on carth and in glory.
Under the erdenng of tie Holy Spint. it has
becomr a necessity to the Church. We must
chenish the Sabhath-sehnol.

2. Lot the Sabbath-school be hroaght into
harmony with the tagher snstitution of the pul-
pit ministrations and appeinted services of the
Church. This can never be “done until the
doabic scssion system @ives way to mote
reasanable hosrs.  Of this we have spoken ana
will nat cnlarge. The organic relatinn be-
tween the Church and the Sabhath-school 15
becoming ters loose, and increanngiy so. iz
maost cases, the rathonties of the Church have
o officaal connecuon with it Itis hardiy ea-
taled 10 Wie name of the child of the Charch,

. batis left to the management of an outade as-

poiat =ssumed, viz: that tho capacity of the .

child for veligions cultare is best met in the
Sabbath-schooi, is troe ia part, dat aot to ths
exeat claimed.  The notion that the peeaching
of oar day, as & general thiag, i3 abstrase sad
deep, 23d adapied to odify oaly well matared
and bighly caltivated wiads, is a great popalar

sociation, which oalr follows an almost in-
Titable law of oar cammoa natede, wien 12
practically accosats 1t an all-sufficient mexas
of grace for children. Lot the Sadbath School
make 2 featare of the duty of leading children
to the sanctaary and keeping e there.
Lot the Pastor become, ia the minds of the
schiolass, tharr Pastor, and to this cnd, let bis
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intercourse with the school be frequent and « tion of the Wesleyans.

cordisl; and while there, he should not be set
before
will 2ke a few remarks,” but as the Chief
Superintendent—not er-yratia but cx-officio
sach, in virtue of the close organic relation of
the School to the Chureh, as an institution of
its own, under its care a3 a part of i3 own
established means of grace.
place, and in almost every church, it needs

* children as simply a visitor who -

Thisis the Pastor’s |

only 10 be claimed and it will be cheerfully

granted.
hension that the wrong of the now prevalent
abnormal state of the relation of the Sctrool to
the Church, would, upan close inquiry, be found

Indeed we are not without appre- °

Ising at the door of the Church authorities, and

that many of our churches are failing of their
expected gatherings Trom the Sabbaab-school,

by their own act in isolating it from their official |

sympathy and control. Many Pastors and
some Sessions, we inow, are now awake to this
matter, doiug their duty and, in fair measure,
reaping the froits. But we cannot suppress
our apprebension that, on the broad scale, there
has been 8 sad misapprehension of the dutics
in the case, and that, as the resalt, the Sabbath-
school has fallen off into the kind of management
which has left our pews so empty of children.
It would too much prolong thbis article to say

aT

In this loose sense of
the term, Independents may, like every other
Cliurch except one, be called Calvimists—that
i3, persons who hold the two doctrines of man 3
sinful estete and of Gud's severeign grace. By
what process our contemporary has persuaded
himsc1f that these doctrines are denied by Wes-
lexanz, although taught by every other Church
in Christenduln, we are utterly at 2 loss to ima-
gine. Bat this puint is beside our present pur-
pose, which is to call attention to the tone in
which the chief organ of Congregational opi-
nion speaks of the Calvinistic fzith. Moderate
Calrinism is so expluned away as to sigmfy a
geaeral assent to two propositions which we, as
Wesleyans, are on all occusions as eager to up-
hold as Mr. Spurgeun himself can be. And, fur-
ther, Hyper-Calvinism is spoken of with such
contempt ard scorn 235 seems to indicate o wish
to get rid, if possible, of the vers name of Cal-

" win in connection with the Congregational

other things which we have in mind pertaining .
10 this subject.  We may hereafter recur to it. .

ARE INDEPENDENTS CALVINISTS?

1t is corions to observe the vigour with which .

one of the ables® journals of our time, the Eng-
lisk Fndrpendent, preiests against being suppos-
¢d to advocate the doctrines of Calvin. A writ-
erin the Fall Mall Gazetle, tresting in & recent
article upon Engiish Cougregationalism, has
described it as built upon two escential princi-
ples, Calvinizm and Voluntaryism. The former

of these he represents as gradually ebbing out, |

while the void occasioned by its removal is 6ill-
cd up with a ful! flowing tide of Cltra-Volunta-
sysm. This decay of Calvinism is accounted for
by the Pall Mall critic.  According to him, it
is owing not tv the cffect of theological argu-
meat, bat to the gradual deeay ofa living faith,
which is being eaten ontby the worldliness and
by the mtionalistic toleration and charity of our
tme. In reply to this criticism, the £nglish Fa-
deperdent comes forward with an cmphatic re-
padiation of High Caisinism. Qur centempo-
7ary will not admit that High Calvinism is de-
eayingin the independent Churches of this coun-
iry. This, be contends, is impossible ; for the
simple and safficient reason that it never was
their aved.  The great philosophic principles
which underlic Caltinisa ate, hesazs, aceepted
by cvery Chaurch in Christendom except the
Wesleran ; they are found in the Thisty-nine
Azlicles of the Chorch of England; they areil-
lustrated in the theology of Raxter, and Howe,

and HentT ; of Fulicer, and Wardlaw, and Robert

Hall, 2il of whom may be called Modemate Cal-
vinists. In that senee Congregationalists @ hold
a £2ith which may e styled Caivinistic. ™ bat
thie st be underslond onlr in that very genes-
al seacee in which they “# differ in nothing fovm
the other Churehes of Chiistendom,” whetker

Remich or Protesiant. with the solitary cxeepe

Churches. * Calvinism, " says the Enaglish Inde-
pendent, ¥ according to the fashionable concep.
tioens of it, and even as John Calvin has sum-
marised it, kas never been the creed of our
Churches. 1t is wholly unknown m Enghsh
Congregationalism,” and finds its home, or st
sepulchre, in some obscure isolated chapels
which have no fellowship with our Churches
and in the lower stmata of the Evangelical party
in the Esiabhished Church, where it consorts
with Pre-Millennarianistm and other crudities.”
These strong expressions do not exhaust the en-
ergy of the writer in repudiating Calvinism ¢ as
summarised by Calsin.” Aluding 1o the fan-
tastic caricatures of the doctrine of Dissenters,
which George Macdonald and other recent ne-
vclists have dmawn for the amusement of the
fashionable world,he advises such writers to ¢ be
brare to attack aud slay the evils that plague
theology and socicty in England to-day, and
not gaash their tecth at 2 phantom which has
long since passed away.” He assures them that
it is only * a paltry knight-crrantry to attack
with such brilliant conmage whatisonly aghost
of their childish memories,” or ““a defunct mon-
strocity of = bygone age.” These quotations
will sufficicntly show that nothing which the
skill of an able and practised water could in-
veat has been left uneaid in repudiation of the
stricter forns of Calvinistic teaching ; while
the doctrine of Moderate Calvinism is so repre-
seated s to leave nothing that any Christian
could odbject to.

We are no Caivinists.  Withthe old high-and-
dry predestinatian schemes, with the ationai-
ism-—for it is nothing clsc; it is the substitu-
tion of 2 metaphyisical theors for the sumple Gos-
pel—with the mitonalism which underhies tbe
peculiar tenets of Jobn Calnin, we Bave no coa-
acction and pnosympathy. Equally with the Fag-
lisk Independenl, we abhor the Antinomian de-
velopment of this theory. And again we echo
out contemporary's adtice to wailers of Hiction
to employ their bravers, when they toach reh-
gion at all, notin slariag men of straw, bat in
atlaching the cils thal plague rehigion and
sociely today. Rutl, with snfagned respect
awd goodwill we would ask cur Cangregation-
alist hrethren whethier they do ool think that
one of thege evils is the tendency, ¢ pecially in
cincles where philasophic caltare is &eld in high
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admira‘ion, to be ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ? Is there not in some quarters now-a-
days, where of old the trumpet used to give no
uncertain sound, a feebler and a less courageous
soand. In the anxiety to bring’ out of the in-
strument a quality of tone more adapted to the
requircments of a sceptical aad fastidivus age,
is there not a danger of depriving the blast
of its grapdeur and power? I3 there nut
a danger lest the pulpit should luse its evan-
gelical authority—lest the preacher, in his anx-
12ty to mest sceptical duublers half-way, and
to concilitate intellectual pride, sheuld forget
his anthoritative commissiun to * preach tue
word "—to assert the trath dogmatically, w e¢-
ther men will hear or whether they will furbea. ?
For vur part, so long as the positive Gospel is

plainly and fully preached, we regard it as a |

question of secondary imporiance whether it is
preached in Arminisn or in Calvinistic aspect.
We Lave reasons which to us appear abund.zut-
Iy sufficient for rejecting the Calvinian scheme
of a I'mited redemption. Bat we had a2 thous-
and times rather hear a preacher like Mr. Spur-
geon, Lis Calvinism nothwithstanding, who pro-
clpims clearly, fally, indubitably, and authori-
tatively the cedemption that is in Christ, the
wrath to come, and the doctrines of grace, than
a preacher of the modern school, who affects to
address thinkers chiefly, has a pat on the back
for cvery sort of doubter, and reserves whatever
vigour of denunciatiun be may possess for those
who held and teach a simple and positive Gos-
pel.  We are far frum insinuating that this des-
<ription applies to Cungregativnalist mimsters
senerails.  To the Congregativnahist buds Eng-
land is indebled both for ber Liberties and her
religion to an cxtent wlich few understand, and
fewer have the manliness to acknowledge. They
enjox at present an infiuence second only to that
of the Esiablished Chlerch, and the geneml inter-
ests of religion are decply involved in the way
in which that influcnce wiil be used ia the fu-
ture. Hotw desitable, then, that it masy not be
used to the disparagement of tue piain Gospel ,
and that the refusai to bear the s oke of any hu-
man creed tlach the Englisk Independent claims
for them as a distinguishing pecunants, ma3 not
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e pushed to the exiteme of latidadinanan toler- |

ance.
ation of Calvin merels asa reply to the exagmes-
ated nonsense of notelists or as a protest agaiast
Antinomianism, there is ao ground for apprehen-
sion  But if this protest agamst Caicism
should prove 1o be a frather thrown wpindicat-

If we are 1o regatd its emphatic repudi- .
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Tue Patroxace Qtestion 1N ToE Scorcm
EsTanuisusest. — The agitation fur the wmodi-
fication of the law of patrunage in the Es-
tablished Church of Scotland is becoming
general. It has, in fact, all the appearance
of a concerted plan. The mouvement in Edin-
Lurgh Fresbytery Las been quickly followed by
notices of motions io other Presbyterics. In
that of Glasgow, the Rev. Mr. Charteris, the
minister of the most influential established con-
gregation in the western metropolis, has inti-
mated that at the next monthly meeting he will
move a resvlution, calling upun the General As-
sembly ¢ to substitute fur the preseant law of pa-
tronage a system of election by representatives
of congregations.” The Rev. Dr. Gillan has
given notice, in the Presbytery of Paisley, that
the Rev. Mr. Stephen, of Renfrew, would bring
forward tLe same question at their next meet-
ing. A similar nutice has been tabled at the
Presbytery of Greenock by tire. Rev Mr. Rubert-
son, r.nd also in the Dandec Presbytery, by the
Rev. Mr. Hart. It is quite cvident that the pas-
sing of the new Reform kill bas a good deal to
do with this movement. The conviction is on
the increase that somecthing muast be done to
give scope to the popular element in the settlg-
ment of ministers, utherwise the existence of the
Charch in its State connectivn will be imperil-
led.

Dicersities 15 Peatic Wonsuir.—The Aber-
deen Journal, in noticing the Rev. D. Fraser's
pamphlet on “ Comprehensive Preshyteriapism,”
ohserves as follows .—* Qu the subject of diver-
sities in public worship, and the alleged incon-
sistency of State endowments with the principle
of popular support, Mr. Fraser speaks with bold-
ness and liberality, disregards prejudice, and
fairly answers the objections. His direct and
candid mode of discussing quacstions of difference
between the Preshrterian bodies cannot but be
serviceable in leading to a reconsideration of
the obstacles to union. Probably, he is a little
too sanguin®when he thinks that & union be-
tween the Established and Free Churches need
in no wise prevent 2 union with the United Pres-
byterians.  He throws aside the voluniary argu-
ment very uaceremoniousiy, and cunclades vers
logically. we think, that the admission in the
conditions of union that State cndowments of
religion and education, and the action of the

" civilmagis rate in relation to the Church, may

ing the direction of the wind, and if the hreeze |

should be egining to blow in the direction of
Iatitudinanian indJference to pasiute thtology,
the symptom would be i garded with jusialazm.
Voiuntarvismicgond.  We are Veluntarics ous-
selves.
it oczse to be associated wiih sound evangeheal
principles, wherewith shali 3t be salted 7 Mere

remain apen questions, knocks the principle of
volaniaryism to pieces.”

DEATHS,
At the Manse, Bo'ness, an the 1st November,

* the Rev. Keaneih M‘Kenzie, minister of the
: parish,

Bat if this salt bnve lost ats savour. f -

Volantarvism caa never form for any Church |

an abiding bond of unien. They can never hang
together ong wrerels as Dissenlers, f they are
not Grstand continually wnited in Christ the
Lord ; nor will we allow oursclvesio be shaken
in the parsoasion that this is the common senti-
taent and belief of Congregationalists—Jioadon
Metkodis! Recorder.

—-

At Sands House, Kincardine on Forth, on the
24th October, the Rev. Christapher Nicholson,
miaister of the parish of Whithors, ;o the Ssth
Fear of hisage and the 55th of his ministry.

The Church Agent's Report is now pub-
lished —capics may be obtained from any of
the Presbyterian Clerks—at Messrs. Daw-
son Bros, and F. E. Grafton's, Montreal,
or at Mr. Iovell's offisc of publication.
Price 50 cts.
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Suticles Selected,

«] CAN'T RUB IT OUT.”

0 you went with your mo-

_ ther yesterday to hunt for
aucw house,” said Bertie
Dayborn to his young com-
panion, John Jeffries, when he ’
paid him an early visit one
morning. “ Did Mrs. Jeffries
sce any place to suit her?”

“Q0h, no! We went to two |
houscs—one big, onec little—
but neither would do. They
were the funniest places that
ever I sawin my life ! The first was on the top
of & hill, such a hill that you couldu't have rid-
den your pony up it; a goat could not have
climoed it.” )

# Then how did your mother climb 1?7
asked Bertie.

® Oht it was a tug #nd a scramble! 1 pulled
mother up,” criced John, acting the scene as he
described it.  * Mother was pufling and pant-
ing, slipping and sliding, but at last we strug-
gled 1o the top.” .

Bertie burst out laughing, as John had in-
tended him to do, at his exaggerated account.

“Then the cottage itself was so queer!
There was not a chair or a tabie in it that had
more than three legs, some had only, two, one
could not sit down for one's life.”

“1 say! exclaimed Bertie.”

“ The paper on the walls,” continucd John,
% had on it roses as big as & plate, with butter-
flics as large as thrushes!” .

®1say!” cried Bertie again, not perceiving
that John, frcm an idle love of fun, was wan- |
dering away from the truth.

“ The whole place was no larger than your
arbour.”

“ Well,” laughed Bertie, #it is clear that |
bouse wouald not suit your mother. 1 hope the .
second was better, for you've told ma how anx-
ions Mrs. Jeffries is to get setted in a nice |
kome, to welcome your father when de comes ;
from sea.”

“ The sccond house was ten—twenty—§6fty |
times as big as the first.” Joha stretched Jut
bis hands to give an idea of cnommous size.
“ 1t was a very pretty house too, bat it did not |
suitus at all.®

“ Why not?* inquired Bertie.

% Ob, motter likes a brick housc better than
a great huge stono one,” replied John, with a
little hesitation, !

!
i

‘ She has an odd taste,” remarked Bettic.

Jobn knew quite well that his mother's only
ohjrction 10 the house hed been the high rent,
bat in his silly pride he again wandered away
from the truth.

John had notw to start for & day-cchooi which
heattended : Bertie, whose parcats wese mach |
richer than Mes. Jeffrics, had a tutor at home.

1 shall ot give a long account of ahat pas-
sed 2l school.  John bring vers fond of nuty
had earried some there in his pocket, aad when
the master’s back was tarned he palled them
o3t aad degan eracking them with his teeth . .

this made his companions whisper, laugh, and
hiold out their hands for o share. The master
turned suddenly round on hearing the nwse;
Lut John ju a second Lad covered his nuts with
hi3 book, and sat grave and still as a judge.

“What are you about?” cried the wmaster
in 2 loud, angry vuice, grasping his cane.

‘ Nothing, sir, but learning my task, " repiied
Jobu. Cowardly fear made the boy a third
time wander from truth.
~ And this was not because John had never
been told the evil of falsehood.  Mrs, Jefinies,
a pious woman, who kept her lips pure frow
untruth, Lad ofien warned her son against Ins
besetting sin.  His brave father, then absent at
sea, was as honest in his talk as he was 1 lus
dealings.  Jubu had not the excuse of not
knowing the danger and guilt of wandering
frem trath, but he bnd got into 2 sad babit of
carcless speaking. He had never found any
barm come of it, hie said, he could not sec any
dangerin it. No mcre can we see infection 1n
pussoned air, thvaga m breathing tuat arr we
may risk health and life.

John's sins of the tongue were not confined
to untruthfulness. When lessons were over
and the sctivol-boys ran vut into the piayground,
Jobn bad a quacrel with & boy called Sam,
over a game of marbles.  They did not, indeed,
come to Llows, but they peited cach other with

. bad names—too bad for me to put duwn on

paper.  The quarrel was made up 1t last, before
the boys set off for their several homes, and
Jobn felt no trouble in his conscience on ac-
count of the vile language which he bad used.
The home of John Jeffries was full two miles
from his school, his walk was thercfore rather

. along one, and he parted from =all his compan-

ions. The afternoon was exceedingly hot;
Jobn was tired after the house-hunting expedi-
tion of the preceding day. The turf by the
wagside louked so green and inviting that Jobn
put down bis books and stretched himself at
full length on the grass, where he soon fesi
sound wsleep.

% Why, if that is not John Jeffries fast aslecp
on the tarf! ™ exclaimed Bertic Dayborn, who
chanced to be riding with o companion tetwards

. his home, which was ncar the spot.  “ Here,

Eustace, just take my bridle and lcad my pony
to the stable; I'll go ond wake up John and
have a bit of fon with him. 1 like w0 be with

. John, he'e such 2 fanny cbap, he's always set-

ting me laughing.”

Down jamped Bertie from the saddle; ie
threw his rein to Eustace, and sofily spproached
the slecping boy, intending to tickle bis face
with the whip which be beld in his band: bus

" Bertie forgot his'inteation when he heard Joha

mutlering in bis sleep, and bent down, trying
to make ont what were the words which ho
uttered. I can’t—I can't rub it out!” wag
all that Bertic could watch-  John looked un-
cx  in his sleep, kailted Lis brow, moved s
hands, and then suddenly opencd his eres witn
a atart, and louked up in the face of Ins friend.

** Bertic, is thatyon? * he cxclaimed, jumping
np from the goass,
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Ay, it's I, old fellow, who have caught you
rapping. ['ve seat home the pouy, and [ mean
10 walk with you part of the way, and bear
more about those queer houses. Why do you
look so grave and glum?" I think you are
stall half asleept” )

« Yve been dreaming,” replied John Jeffries,
aad be rubbed his eyes and yawned. .

] daresay that you dreamed something
funny—that is what you ave always doing.
What whas it that you could not rub out, which
scemed to trouble you so? You often tell me
odd things that you dream.”

« 1 am afraid that I have often told you odd
things when I had not dreamed them,” replied
Joln, too well aware how often he had altered
and added to his dreams, to make them more
funuy and strange. John weas beginniog to
think that it might be wiser and safer not to
repeat dreams at all.

“ put [ want to bear this one!” cried Bertie,
linking bis arm in that of his friend, as the two
boys began to walk slowly along the hot dusty
road.

#| have had an odd dream,” said John,
thoughtfully. ¢ It scemed o have much more
meaping in it than most of my dreams cver
have. I'll tell you aboatit, Bertie—I'll tell
you exactly what I dreamed. Isuppose that it
was my house-bunting with my mother that
put the thoughts into my head.”

© 1 daresay that you were in your dream
scrambling up & hill too steep for 2 goat, with
Mrs. Jeffries panting avd puffing behind yon,”
Jaughed Bertle.

« The hill which we went ap yesterday was
ol so very steep,” said John, gravely ; © rou
could have ridden uvp it oa your pony ; and it
was only one of the chairs in the cottage that
bad a leg that was broken. 1 talked a great
deal of nonsense this morning.”

 ell, no matter, it was very amusiag. But
tell me what was your dream.”

# 1 fapcied thatl was bouse-hunting still,
but I do not think that my mother was with
me. 1 was going through one of the prettiest
houses that ever 1 saw, and a strange old
woman was showing me over it. Isaid, ¢ This
is just the place to suit my mother; and won't
it please my father, who likes everyihing neat,
when he comnes back from sea?” For, Bertie,
the paper on the walls was white as milk, nota
speck nor a spot upon it: only where the sun
shone on the paper 1saw a paitern of gold
which 1 had not noticed at first. I dreamed
that I praised the pattern to the woman whe
was showing me the hsuse, and she said, * Al
ves; the people who lived here Iast spoke none
i;ul'gmd words, and they have made this pai-
tern of gold: for this is a wilness-paper, you
see, and il that is spoken in any of the rooms
leaves a mark belund on the wall””

© A wincss-paper ! exclammed Bertie; 1
never heard of such 2 paper in my life.”

st Nor 1," said John, * excepl in this dream,
Well, all ina moment I lost sight of the woman,
and | fancied myself Living in a room in that
Louse which was covered with the white wit-
ness-paper. I was placiug the furnitare, and
deawing up the blinds, getting all ready for my

Txther, when who should come inbat yeu”
1t §9 you were dreamiog of e on the grass?
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I am afraid that you were sorry 1o sec me in
your dream, for you did not look pleased in
your sleep.”

That was no fault of yours,” said Joha Jeflries.
‘1 fancied that I was having a long talk with
you, and telling you all sorts of nonsense, just
as 1 was doing this morning, and we were very
merry together, when all at once you stopped
in the midst of a laugh and cried out, ¢ Why,
what's the matter with the paper ? 1 looked
atit, and oh! what a cbange I saw in what had
been such a white, clean wall, only marked with
a pattern of gold! There were cever so many
dirty black spots upon it! Then I understood
in my dream that every idle word that had
uttered bad fallen upon it like svot or ink.”

¢ Awkward for you,” observed Bertie. -

“Well, in my dream,” continued John
Jeflries, 1 fell into a furious passion, because 1
kaoew that my father would be very angry when
he should sce how I had been spoiling his
paper. I abused the woman who had let the
house ; I called her a cheat, and all kinds of
bad names. But, Bertie, only fancy my surprise
and vexatiop when every passionate word that
1 spoke left a horrid red stain on the wall¥™

¢ That house of yours,” observed Bertie, ¥ was
one in which one would learn to talk little. I'm
afraid that not many people would keep clean
homes if their walls were covered with witness-
paper.  But what was the end of your dream 7

¢ was so much vexed to sce the milk-white
paper so stained and blotted, that I could have
stamped with rage; but I dared not say any-
thing more, for it sezmed as if I could not opzn
my lips without making the matter worse. In
vain [ tricd to rud out the spots; they seemcd
quite ingrained on the paper, and ob! bow ugly
they were! While I wasin the midst of my
trouble] Jab:z Tupper, the ostler, scemed in my
dream to walk in.”

“ Oh he has a dreadful habit of cursing and
swearing,” said Bertie. ““Papa has forbidden
‘me to go near him. He'd soon make any room
with & witness-paper as black as a coal-hole.”

“ I must have remembered his wicked babit
in my sleep,” said John; “for1 dreamed that
Jabez stared on seeing the black and red stains
on my wall, and in his surprise uttered an oath.
The moment that hio had taken the holy Name
in vain, there was a mark of burning on the
paper, as if a red-hut iron had been suddeniy
drawa across it, and then the edges burst out
into flame! 1 was so frightsned at the thonght
that the house had been sct on fire that 1 awoke
with a start.”

¢ That was a curious dream,” observed Bertie.
1 am very giad that our walls are not covered
with witness-paper, that e may <ay whatever
we choose withoutl our words leaving a mark.”

“ Perhaps they do leave a mark somewhere,
said Jolin, whose cres were now  thoughtfuliy
fixed on the ground, aud who was calliug now
to remembrance some truths that his mothor
had told him.

“ You think & mighty deal of your dream,
and you scem o take it to heart,” cried Rertie.
“ Lets talk of something cise, and be jolly 1"

The bors taiked of various things till they
parted, and then Joha Jeffries walked on alone.
His dreawm was full iz his mind ; 23d his thought,
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as he slow!y sauntered on his way to his home, |

were something like these :(—

“ How many idle, untrathful, angry, wicked
words I have spoken this very day! and how
many thousands and thousands of them 1 must
have uttered during the whole of my life! 1
never cared about them, nor thought them any-
thing so bad, because they seemed fo leare no
mark behird them. But iny mother has told me
that every one of them isinarked down by God,
she has 1aught me out of the Bible that every
wdle word that men shall speak, they shall give ac-
count thereof in the day of judgment. And if
every idle word is noted, how much more words
of fulsehood and wicked oaths. I have never
uttered anything quite so bad as an oath, but
my sinful words must have been as many in num-
ber as the hairs of my head ; must I give anac-
count for them all! I never thought before
what a sinful bey I have been. Ifmy conscience
is like the witoess-paper in my dream, it must
indeed Ly this time be blotted all over with
stains.”

The mind of John Jeffries was troubled : he
was beginning 1o see that what he had thought
so litile of, hnd been blotting his soul with sin,
which he had no power to rub out. That night
when his mother came to his room, as sheal-
svays did, to bave a little prayer with before he
went to rest, Jobn told her about hisdream and
the thoughts which it had put into his heart.

“ If God punishes for every idle and twicked
ward, I den’t know what will become of me,”
said the boy, after he had told Mrs. Jeffries all.

# I shall be more careful with my tonguc infu-
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ture, but I can’t undo the past any more than I .
could rub out the stains inmy dream.”

Then Mrs. Jeffries took down her son's little
Bible, and opened it, and showed him from it
the only way in which the stains left by sins,
whether of word or deed, can be blotted out for
ever, and the soal made quite pure and clean
before & holy God. She showed him bhow for-
giveness must be asked fur the sake of God's
oniy Son, who has already burne the punishment
for those who truly believe in him, and who from
believing try to obey. .

« 1] never say wicked things more ! excluim-
ed John.

¢ My son,” said Mrs. Jeffries, ¢ I fear that
havit will prove too strong for you; you will
forget your good resolution when sudden temp-
tation comes. It is well, indeed, for you to de-
termine, as did King David,—7 will take heed 1o
myways, that I offend nol with my tongue ; but
you will find the task too hard fur you, unless
you are given help from above, even the help of
God's Holy Spirit.”

#You always teach me to ask for the Spirit
in my prayers,” said Jobn, * but 1 am afraid that
I bave never attended much to what I was say-
ing.”

zlz‘.&las!” observed Mrs. Jefiries,  bow many
so-called prayers are but idle words, a taking
of God's name.in vain, so that we need to ask
forgiveness even for them! May you and 1, my
dear boy, he cnabled to keep a watch over our
lips, remembering that every idle, angry, un-
truthful word, although we seeit not, really
leaves a dark stain behind it.”

Sabbatly Readings.

THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN.
By Tus Rev.J. M. MacLeon, Grexcor, Oxtanio.

THE most callous worshipper,
or the most. wicked man,
ot the greatest and most
accomplished hypocrite,
may, in many instances, take
the lead in performing the ex-
ternal dutics of Christianity ;
and may even do so in a man-
ner which is well fitted to
charm and delight the spectator. Dut
what vanity, what deceit, what sceret im-
piety, may still lurk beneath this cunningly
devised cloak of 2 mere verbal profession,
aad under this unhallowed display of
formality?  What spiritual deadness, what
hardness of heart, what inward contempt
of all zodliness may pervade these glossy
and artificial acts of constrained devotion ?
Self-conceit and vain glory, and native pride,
heart-pride, are fringy and wretched ap-
pendages which have accumpanied human
nature in all its restless wanderings since

the fall. They have travelled as far as the
fall has reached, and will keep pace with it
in its course to the end. And so there are
in the world, some men—we could wish
that they were very few in number, which
they are not—swho are ever ready, because
they are always prone, to trumpet forth
their own praiscs and to proclaim theirown
goodness, when, as the case ought to be,
the voice of ofhers is hushed into a silent
compassion for their visible failings. What
is casicr than totalk about religion ? What
is casicr than to imagine that we are right.
cous, and that we are the best of men, but
what is more difficult than to prove hy a
consistent course of action and = holy life,
that we are really so?  What is more casy
than to make oursclves believe that per-
fection is reflected in every thing which we
do, but how utterly impossibie is it for us
who look to no higher power than our own
weak and sinful cndeavours, to act up to
this high-sounding profession ?  Such, in-
deed, are the tremendous perplexities that
are attendant upon those false protestations

N
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.of innocence which we so frcquently utter,
and those lofty pretensions which we so
often make, and those claims which we so
proudly lay to a goodness which we do not
possess, that we are actually ensnared by
our own devicer. And though we do very
seriously and suberly assert our own right-
eousness to be without a flaw, and piide
ourselves on the supposed sanetity of our
life, we are constrained to admit, and we
have good reason to lament the truth of it, |
that ““ we are all as an unclean thing.” Of !
this very character, and we cannut conceal
the fact that it is not a good one, was that
man about whom we wish to say a few
words. He is introduced to us in the
sacred narrative as ovne who boasted of his
vwn rightevusness—a  thing which many
others have done since his time. The |
readers of St. Luke's Gospel are flniliar |
with him as the Pharisee, so that he is by
no means a stranger to sume at least, but is
really an old acquaintance whose counten-
ance We recognize SO soun as Wwe sce him.
It is under this wellknown name —the
Pharisee—that we purpose to speak of him
at present. 13ut we dou not intend to say '
anything harsh of him,or to treat Lis me-
mory with undeserved severity. There are,
however, certain traits in his religious
character, and certain facts in his personal
history, to which we invite attention. Let
it then be obscrved that this Pharisee was
a prsying man. But what does that signi-
fy? Nothing indeed, for many pray who

sense, good men—men in whose hearts the

\
are not, in the truest and most important :
|
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that, while he was thankful—or, at alf
events, appeared to be thankful—for such
purity of life, and such piety of soul, as he
now pleaded, he did not really give God the
glory.  Nor was he solitary in this respect.
Tens of thousands are every day guilty «f
the very same thing. This paor, blind.
self-lauded Tharisee, is reproduced in the
devotions and religious services of legivns
of worshippers, who, like him, ‘¢ hold the
truth in unrightevusness.” He did not
acknowledge that it was God —the watchful
Keeper of Isracl —who had graciously kept
him from falling into sius of the most foar-
ful magnitude, and of the most revolting
nature. ‘Theinference therefore is—and it
forces itsclf on our notice—that he attri-
buted all his success in avoiding such glar

ing cnurmities as those alluded to in his |

ineed, eold, and formal prayer, to his vwn
unaided effurts—to his own wisdom, pru-
dence, care, and furesight ; and hercin he
furgot that “it is not in man” himselt
*“ who walketh to direct hissteps.” Neither
did he wish 0 remember that “ the steps
of a good man are ordered by the Lord,”
and that the Lord “delighteth in his way.”
He felt as if he could do cvery thing with-
out God, and as if he had brought God
under deep obligation by fasting and alms-
giving. It is then, in this particular puint
that we sce the conduct of this Pharisce ap-
pear in thu most unprepossessing aspuct,
and his religious character, which he had
taken such pains to gloss, most signally fuil,
and sink down into mere formalism. And

we cannot help feeling, in reviewing his

Holy Spirit dwells. And many give thanks | prayer as a mere fragment of Pharisaical

to God as the Pharisec did, not because it
is right, but beeause it is fashionable. For
the same reason, many go to Church, as

the Pharisee went to the temple, and in the |
In giving thanks to Ged the |
Pharisce did nothing wrong. He was, in | God takes peculiar delight.

same spirit.

fact, right in acknowledging the guvodness
which God had shown to him. It wasin-
deed his duty to make such an acknowledg-
ment, and to make it heartily. But hedid
not make this avowal from a trae scnse of
the kindness which he had received at the
hands of God. On the countrary, his
thanksgiving procecded from a heart that

dcvotion, that he displayed an amount of
pride and arrogance which is quite incom-
patible with true devotion, and utterly at

variance with that humility, brokenncss of

heart, and contrition of spirit, in which
Reader, be-
ware of pride! Guard against this insidious
tendency to sclf-cxaltation and self-suffi-
cicncy. Resist the temptation to sct aside
the help of God, and to make the blood of
Jesus of none effect. Donot put confi-
dence in your own flesh, and do not deceive
yoursclf by supposing that your own works
can save you. When you go to the sanc-

was fall of vain thoughts about itself and , tuary, commit your keeping to God. *Cast’
its counterfeit goodness. So that in look- | your “ burden upon the Lord, and he shall
ing back on his former life, he fclt nosmall | sustain” you, and “ if your rightcousness
satisfaction in being able—as he belicved | cxcecd that of the Scribes and Pharisces,”
he was able—to affirm that he had not com- | then remember for your comfort that * he
mitted such cnormoussins asthese of which, | shall ncver suffer the righteous to he
in his opinion, too many around him had ’ moved.”

been guilty. But the cvil withbim was this, ©  The Phariscedid well to go to the temple

.
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to pray, for the sanctuary is God's house—
His « habitation, and the place where,” in
an cspecial manner, His ¢ honour dwelleth.”
« The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob.” We say
that the Pharisece did well to go to pray
t in the place where prayer” was “ wont
to be made,” for Christ has taught us
 that men ought always to pray, and not
to faint,"—though it is a duty which too
many still neglect—wilfully and culpably
neglect. Noris it a less palpable truth
that very many who perform it at all, do
so in the most imperfect and perfunctory
manner, and pray more about themselves
than for themselves—Glorying in their own
imperfect morality, but never grieving for
their gudlt and sin. This was precisely the
case with the Pharizee.  'We do not say
that he did not feel hiwmself called upon to
attend to the duty of public prayer, but it
is clear cnough that he did not possess the
proper spirit to engage aright in such a
work —a work which ought to call forth all
the life and all the energy of an awakened
soul. He was, we fear, destitute of the
truc spirit of prayer and supplication. That
spirit is not born with man. It isfrom
above. It comes from God. Itis when
He breathes upon us that we can speak.
It is when He opens our heart that our
mouth is ready to show forth His praise.
But the Pharisce did not feel this. He
spoke as if he felt himself to be indepen-
dent of God. He had none of the spirit of
carnest pleading—none of the cahn temper
of a contrife worshipper—none of the lovely
disposition of self-abasersent—none cf the
subdued feeling of a sclfcondemued sinner
—mnonc of the spiritual longings of one
that hungered and thirsted after righteous-
ness—uone of the meckness of a patient
who nceded the skill and grace of the
Great Physician of souls. He did not possess
that unfeigned submission to the Divine
Will which is alway<a mark of a true child
of God. He could not say with David,
#*(Q Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor
mine cyes lofty; neither do I exercise my-
self in great matters, or in things that are
too high for me.” Neither could he say
with Job, “ T abbor myself, and repent in
dust and ashes.”  Such a spirit is essential
to the lifting up of the soul to God, and to
the pious offering up to Him of an aceept-
able prayer—uttered forth from a smitten
heart—a heart that fecls its cruel sting of
sin. But it is evident that the Pharisce
was a total stranger to this devout and
heavenly spirit. Tn the temper and spirit
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of the proud Syrian captain, he looked
nearer home than the cross for justification,
pardon, and peace ; nor did he understand
how greatly he stood in need of that healing
remedy for which one’s own righteousness
never can be a substitute. He looked to
himself and appealed to his own life, in-
stead of trusting in Jesus and throwing
himself on His mercy. And this is what
thousands are still doing. They trust in
thewmselves that they are righteous, and see
no beauty in Jesus why they should desire
Him. The Pharisee felt that he was
‘““ rich and increased with goods, and had
need or' nothing; ™ and labouring, as he
certainly was, under such delusion, he did
not know that he was ‘ wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”
In all this he appeared as a representative
man, the very type of all modern formalists.
His vanity supplied his mind with food,
and his self-righteousness furnished a gar-
ment for his soul; but tbere was npeither
spiritual nourishment in the food, nor
heavenly beauty in the garment. He was
still—as many are at this day—a most
melancholy specimen of fallen humabity.
If in his prayer he acknowledged God, it
was not that God might be honoured by
receiving the willing homage of his heart,
but in order that the worshipper himself
might be able to ground a plea for accep-
tance on his own merits. He scemed to
think that nothing could be added to his
own good works, to make him wiser or bet-
ter, or to fit and prepare him for heaven.
They were to him what “ Abana and
Pharpar” were to the haughty Naaman—
better than all other remedies. As the
disdainful Syrian saw no reason why he
should wash in Jordan, so the scif-rightcous
Pharisee did not sec any necessity why he
should look to the blood of a crucified
Saviour for salvation. Naamanloathed his
leprosy, and wished to be cured of it,
though he at first refused the appointed
remedy. The Pharisce, on the other hand,
did not hate his sins, and therefore he did
not scck to be saved from them in the way
ordained by God. For him * the Fountain
opened or sin and uncleanness,” bad no
attraction, because he did not feel that he
had any sins to be washed away, or any
corruption to be removed. As Naaman
looked contcmptuously on ¢ all the waters
of Israel,” so the Pharisec regarded with
cqual contempt the blood of the cverlust-
ing covenant. His prayer does not there-
forc breath the spirit of a hearty aod sincere
confession of his short-comings and trans-
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gressions. Ie could not say with the
Psalmist,because he did not feel as that holy
man felt—* Inignities prevail against me,”
—+ T hate vain thoughts,”— I hate and
abhor lying,"—* 1 hate cvery false way”—
« I acknowledge my transgressions, and
my sin is ever before me.” Noj he could
not say this, because his frame of mind
was quite of another sort, and his feelings
had been cast iu a very different would.
He was not yet taught to deplore the sin-
fulness of his own heart, ur tv understand
that sin is the ** abvminable thing” which
the Lord hateth. 1lec was therefore far,
very far from praising God for Ilis infinite
goodness and werey, saying, “ Thou deliv-
erest my soul from death, mine eyes from
tears, and my foet from fulling.”  Nor did
he feel dispused to address his soul, saying
in the language of une who lived in the
habitual contemplation of the Divine good-
ness, ** Return unty thy rest, O wy soul,
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with
thee." He thunhed God that he himself
was so guod, that is, accurding to the sense
in which he understoud goudness—Dbut not
that God had made him good. And are
there not many like him, whose religion is
shallow—il'-Jefined —hollow —hypocritical?
These relizious services are all 2 show with-
out reality—an emp'y form without any
life. Redligivn, however, is not what such
persons take it to be. Religion is more
than profession. Praycr is more than mere
words. Rightcousuess docs not consist in
fasting, or in penance, or in legal worship.
Vital piety dues not consist in crying with
a show of emotion, ¢ Lord, Lord.” True
religion fills the heart—affects the heart—
and rules the heart, and wk.re it does so
its graces are seen to adorn the outer life of
man. Take care thercfore, friend, that
you are nct a Pharisee,—and you may be
one of the strictest kind,—nay, one of the
worst sort, though you may not think so,
you may openly and professedly renounce
sclf-rightecousness as a most dangerous
device, and as being antagonistic to the
successful cultivation of vital religion and
true godliness, and you may not be charge-
able with holding the pernicious doctrine of
human merit, or with resting your hope of
salvation on your own works. You may
cven declaim against ostentation in religion,
and you may thavk God that you have not
gone into those excesses and irregularities
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of conduct from which you have scen othcrs
saffer so much misery. Nevertheless you
may be a Pharisee. You may still have
pride and selfishuess in your bosom, and in
your heart you may be thinking more of
your own.prayers and devotivns than of the
merits of Christ's death. You may be
using religica as a mask beneath which lig
concealed the most sinister motives, the
most cunning schiemes, and the most worldly
purposes. Thouusands have so used religiun,
and do 0 use it at this moment; and is it
not quite possible that you are using it in
the same way? TFor cxample, you may
have had sowe sordid and scfish object in

view in joining yourself to the Church of
Christ. Your sole ubject may have been
to obtain some influcnee and power among
your neighbours.  Business does not thrive
the worse that in name you are a religious
man; and it may thrive all the better that
you be on good termswith religious people.
Your Lusiness connectivs may be consider-
ably extended in this way, that is, provided
that you assume the Christian, call your

sclf one, and carcfully impress on all reli-

gious people within the cirele of your ac

quaintance, that you are one—a good

Christian —the true friend of all good men.

If, huwever, you use religion in this way,

as a means of furthering your worldly pros-
puets, and of improving your temporal con-

dition merely, then you are most decidedly
a Pharisce. You seck to gain the confid-
ence of the public through your religious
profession, in the same way as did the
Pharisee of old. So also are you a Pharisee
if you care nothing more for religion than
simply in so far as an open profession of it
may enable you to obtain an office in the
Church. Ou the one hand ycu may be a
Pharisee through self righteousness, and on
the other, you may be a Pharisee through
hypoerisy. Both kinds of Pharisaism are
most objcctionable—highly sinful, and you
must be carcful to avoid them. If you
wish to be accepted of God you must give
up your foolish notions about your own
goodness, and penitently look to Jesus
whose blood is able to cleanse you “ from
all unrightevusness;” and until you make
up your mind to do this, you ncver can
beecome practically acquainted with * the
way of lifc,” or feel your need of sanctifi

cation through the Spirit of God.



