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I LORD MACAULY ON THE
‘} SABBATH.

Of course I do not mean that mam will
i not produco more in a week by workin
‘ seven days than by working six. But
very much doubt whether, at the cnd of
the year, he will have produced more by
working seven days & week than by work-
ing six days a week, and I firmly believo
that, at the end of twenty years, he will
haveproduced less by working seven days
aweek than by six days a week. The
natural difference between Campania and
Spitzbergen is tuifling when compared
with the difference between a country
inhabited by men sunk in bodily and mem-
tal deerepitude. Therfore it is we are not
poorer but richer becanse we have
through many agesrested from our labour
one day inseven. That day is not lost,
‘While industry is suspended, while the

0 | plough lies in the furrow, while the ex-

change is silent, while no smoke ascends
from the factory, a process is going on
quite as important to the wealth of the
nation as any process which is preformed
on move busy days. Man, the machine
of machines—the machine compared with
whichall the contrivance of the Watts
and Arkwrightsare worthless—is repair-
ing and winding up, so that he returns to
his labour on Monday with clear intellect
with livelier spirits, and with renewed
corporeal vigour.

If you your lips
‘Would keep from slips,
Five things observe with care :
Of whom you speak,
To whom you speak,
And how, and when, and where.

If you your ears
Would save from jeers,
These things keef) meekly hid :
Myself and 1,
And mine and my,
And how I do or did.

‘The Belfast Presbytery, Ireland, has
inagurated a course of lectures on the
lives of eminent missionaries. John Wil-
liams the Martyr of Erromanga forms one
of the courze. The life of William’s has
been written by Dr. Johu Campbell, of

] London, and is said to be an excellent

treatize on the subject.

—The Unitarian Club of Boston has
secured the $150,000 wanted to build a
' hall that shall be the denominational
* headquarters.
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STATE OF.THE FUNDS JAN. 1st,
1884.

FOREIGN }ISSIONS.

Received to Jan. 1st, 84, $4074 80

Expended to * 7783 16
Bal. Due Treas. 3708 3g
DAYSPRING, ETC.

Received_to Jan. 1st.’84 $1343 58
Txpended to ¢ jncluding

Bal. of $932 21 3737 37

Bal. duo Treas. Jan. 18t 84  $2393 79

HOME MISSIONS,

Received to Jan. 1st, ‘84 $2210 49

_Expended to * ‘84 2168 65

Bal. on hand $ 4184

SUPPLEMENTS.

Recefved toJan. lst ‘84 $3072 83

Expended to 3269 29

Bal. due Treas. $196 46

COLLEGE.
Received to Jan 1st, ’84 87494 55
Expeaded to
(mcluding Bal. of 33710 52. 10461 38
Bal. due Treas. $196G 83

AGED MINISTERS FuXp

Received to Jan. 1st ‘84 $1116 93
Expended to 1546 26
Bal. du~ Treas. $12933

RECEIPTS FOR TiJE MONTII OF Dec.

Forcign Missious $1108 01
Dayspring and Mission Schools 495 16
Home Missions 469 00
Suhplomcute 530 28
1636 63

d Ministers 186 20
I«‘rcnch Evangelization «~ 240 83
$1666 11

P. G. MCGREGOR. Trcasuror.

Rest and be silent ! For faithfully listen-

Patxentlyg waiting, thine eyes shall behold
Pearls in the waters of qu'etness glisten-
ing,

“Treasures of promise that Ho shallunfold.
Rest and be silent | for Jesus is here,
Calming and stilling each n};ple of fear.

Havergal.

THE MARITIME PRESBYTER-
IAN.

FIEANCIAL STATEMENT
Vor. I 1881
34780 copies

E‘(pendxture cecee-me .- - . 857196
Receipts- - - -~ - - 2o oo 414.43
Balance due Ed. - $1567.41
Vor. 1111882
50000 copies
Expenditure - - - - - - - - .. .-3694.63
Receiptstodate - - « ~ -« « . . .. 992.10

Balance due Mar. Pres ' § 97.47
Vor. 111 1883
48000 copies

. Paper $213.64
Prmtmg $412.00
Periodicals, Postage,

Expenditure - - -

Stationary & + 29.63
) Total - - - - | - - . - 8655.27
Receipts to date 635.70
Balaunce due Ed. $ 20.97

A few remarks on the above figures

may not be oub of place.
L During 1883 several sums due on
1882 have been paid, making the balan
ou hand for 1882, larger than on the state-
ment given a year ago. Some fifteen
or twenty dollars is yet expected on thas
year s0 that veceipts for 1882 will exceed
oxpenditure by over one hundred dek

urs, and paying two thirds of the adverse
balance on the first year,
If. ‘There will yet be paid on 1883 over
two hundred dollars. The probability is
that the receipts for the year will exceed
the expenditure by that amount, le&vmg
after all the deficit in the firet year is
paid, a balance for the Foreign Missioa
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Fund,waich needs all it can get,

III. Thers isstill a number circulated

gratuitously to advertiseit'in placeswhere

it may not Le known., That number is
cing lsssencd and this year will bo re”

duced to o minimum,

As a church there are two departments

of work before us that call for vigorous
and immediate action,
T'he Foreign Mission Fund has had large
drafts made upon its Funds for the last
tew months, meeting the usual cxpend.
ture in the New Hebrides and Trinidadi,
while the receipts have not been large.
True, many of the congrogations have yet
to make their collections, and in making
them should know the condition of the
Tund and the work to be done. As
ghown by ahe “State of the Funds” in
our first page $6102.12 are required to
aquare the Foreign Mission Fund proper,
while the Dayspring and Mission School
Yund is hehind to the amount of §

Comment is needless.  Facts are what
people need to know.  “‘1f ye know these
things happy ave if ye do them.”

The other department of work in which
special interest and effors is needed s
that of aiding weak congregations. For

he particulars with regard to this we re-

{ our readers to the communication on
another page.

‘We have received a noto enclosing sev
en dollacs as a thank offering for Foveign
Missions, Two dollars of thisis from
tho first salary of & school teacher, and
the remaining five dollars from a
“Friend.”

Also an anonymous note from Fall
River, enclosing five dollars, viz., three
dollars for Forcign Missions, and two
for Tome Missions,

We have to acknowledge the receipt of

two dollars monthly from *“a member of
United Chuzeh,” for Foreign Missions,

SENSATIONAL LITERATURE.

(For the Maritime Presbylerian)

A number of incendiary fires have lato-
ly occured in Milwaukie, Wisconsin,
"Cheir origin has beun traced to four boys’
about 14 years of uge, the sons of prom-
inont and worthy citizeus. Reading sen-
sational literature of the dimo nével type
ingpired these beys to set fire to build-
ings. Although they planned their worl
with a good deal of cunning, at length
they were found out. Upon being dis-
covored they said they liked to sec the
fire engine come out_and so started the
fires. This is but a singlo example of the
evil of pernicious litorature upon the
youthful mind.

There is not o littlo of this vile stuff
pouving into these Maritime Provinces,
Pretty cromosinduce many to subscribe
for periodicals without making any en-
quiry as to the reading matter, Often,
however an their pages aro written tales
poisonons to the soul. Every family
should be supplied v.ith a good newspa-
por, and surely fifty cents expengled on
the Record and Maritime Presbyterian
would prove a wise investment. During
the long winter evenings, and at the be-
ginning of & new year good reading mat-
ter should be provided for every house,
Parents can easily make a wise selection,
and not grudge a little expenditure in
this way. Books and periodicals educate
for eternity, and what we read helps to
mould the character. Be not induced to
subscribe for auy paper offering chromos,
unless you know some thing of its Jiter-
ary character.—Com,

The act of givirg isdescribed by Paul
(2 Cor. viii, 7) as a grace. Only think of
it, ““As ye abound in utterance so abound
in this grace also.” What a blessed thirg
it would be in this America of ours, in
which the gift of tonges seems to have
Leen so lavishly bestowed, if Christians
generally were asfluent in giving as they
arein speech.—Rev. W. M. Taylor, b.D.

An old printer states, that when the
late Rev, Charles Stovel was a journey-
man baker he objected after his e mva=.
sion to work on the Sabbath, and could
not procure o situation, being driven to
break stones on the road. He was doing
this when his predecessor in the pulpit
took him by the hand and procured him
admisssion to Stepney college.

In the estimate of Christian life it is
not the few exceptionally great things
which are reckoned, but the many ordin-

ary little things.
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THE NEW SUPPLEMENTING
SCHEHME.

(For the Maritime Presbyterias.)

For.somo years the subject of the better
support of the ministry has been engaging
the attention of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. At successive General As-
semblies tho matter hias been cavefully
considered. Therehas been no differenceof
opinion in respect tothe imperative need of
improvement in every part of the Churceh,
though all have not been able to sce eye
to eye with respect to the best means to
be cmployed to secure the desired object.
Many have contended earnestly for the
adoption of the principle of sustentation,
while others have urged that the supple-
menting principle is better suited to the
condition of the Church, and more in
harmony avith the methods of her activi-
ty in the past. At the last mceting of
Assembly the following deliverance was
given upon the subject. .

¢“TheGezeral Assembly isimpressed with
the duty of putting forth the most strenu-
ous efforts for the better support of the
mwinistry, so that if possible a minimum

- sbipend of not less than seven hundred
and fifty doltars ($750.00), with a manse
shall Le seeured.

‘The Assembly deems it inexpedient to
pronounce in favour of a supplementary,
rather than o sustentation scheme, yet
considering that our past working has
been in the line of Supplement, the Gen-
eral Asrembly instructs the H. M. Com-
mittee for the Western Section of the
Church, and the Committec on Suppel-
ments in tae Lastern Scetion, to use
their hest en.t -avonrs to put into opera-
tion thedchem. >t .Augmentation present-
ed tothe Asse.'ly last year.

* « 3* » * * *

The Assembly thus hopos to be able
next year to bring a valuiii: increase of
experience to bear upon this prat inter-
est of the Church with the view of im-
proving said Scheme of augmentaisa-, or
of preparing the way for the harmonious
introduction of another Seheme, towards
which onajexperience may be found to
point.

Fuarther, the Eastern and. Western
Committees are instructed to take meas-
ares to bring the whole subject of the
support of the ministry before the sever-
al Presbyteries, and congregations oi the
Church in ovder to awalken such an inter-
est in the matter a3 shall resultin 2 large
inerease of the Funds available for carry-
ing out the object of the Scheme.”

In accordance with these instructions
the Committecs East and West are mak-
ing vigorous efforts to secure such action
as will at least in some measure meet
the necessities of the case. They bhave
examined carefully into the facts furnish-
ed by the statistics of the Church; they
have arranged for the visitation of Pres-
byteries by deputies; they are in corres-
Eondenco with all the Pastors; and they

ave taken measures with a view to have
the matter laid before the Church gener-
ally, through the press aswell as by the
action of the Presbyteries.

But the question suggests itaclf, “Is
there need for all the effort which the
Church is inaugurating ?”  Let us sce,

Confining attention just now exclusive.
ly to the Kastern Section, what are the
facts with which the Church has to deal.
There are within the bounds of the Syn-
od of the Maritime Provinces about 18D
organized congregations. Of theso there
are onlty about 60 which pay there pasto
a salary of $750. and & manse and up-
wards. In other words only about one-
third of the congregations in the Synod
are now at or above the minimum to ba
aimed at for all.  This itself is o most
significant fact, '

Further, without attempting to classify
the 16 congregations which have nos
furnished statistics for the last few
years, there are 95 congregations which
contvibute less than $750.00 and & manse
of which 39 arc under $600.00 and a
manse, besidessix which strictly speak-
ing are Home Mission congregations wizh
settled Pastors, The nverage salary of
these 95 congrezations is about §540. an
amount regarded or all hands as alto-
gether inadequate.

Now what is tho proposal of the As
sembly. Itis to endeavour to raise the
salery of each settled pastor to $750.00
and a manse. By what means? Partly
by increased contributions from each con
gregation directly to the support of its
own pastor, aud partly by assistance
drawn from the Supplementary and Sur-
plus Funds. But upon what terms and
to what extent is it proposed that this
aid should be given? There arc two
conditions which must be fulilled by
every congregation before it can receive
any assistonce whatever from the general
fund. In the first place it must provide
from its own resources for its pastor's
support, at least $400, per annum and a
manse besides contributing to the
Schemes of the Church. In the second
place its contributions towards salary
must average $4.50 per communicant, or
$4.59 per family in those congreg :tions
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where tho number of families exceeds

o that of communicants, It is pro osed to
supplement all congrogations which ful-
ﬁlf)those conditions, and which in the
judgment of the Presbytery. are en-
titled to assistance in the first place to
the amount of $600. and a manse, Itis
proposed further that the income which
remaius at tho disposal of the Committee
after this has been done, and at the end
of the year, shall be constituted a Sur-
plus Fund, the Committee aiming to
sccure such an income for this fund as
shall make a full shave in the Surplus
not less thaa $150.00.  In other words,
the aim of the Assembly is to secure im-
mmediataly, and in every case in which
the conditions are fulfilled, a salary of
€600. and » manse, and also in addition
to that, toldo what can be done to raise
all salaries still further, to $750. and o
Tause.

Tt is only natural to suppose that those
who are interested in the subject will be
auxious to know how the application of
tho Assembly's conditions will effect the
cangregations immediately interested. A
careful” examination of the statistics by
the Supplementing Committee hasled to
the conclusion that all our congregations,
with the exception of the six which ave
at present receiving aid from the H. M.,
Fund, and perhaps two others will be able
to comply with the first condition of a
salary of $400, and a mans . Light havo
not heitherto lone so, but they are all so
near that point, ihat there is little doubt
that with proper cilort they could easily
make the required inerease,

Of the 95 congregations which contri-
bute less than $750. and a maunse, 42 have
not complied with the cunditions of the
Assembly’s Schense which requives anav-
erago of $4.50 per communicant, of which
no fower than 34 by fulfilling it, would be
raised at once to the required amount
simply by theit own effort, and without
drawing a single dollur from the gencral
fund. Un the assumption that all' these
congregations comply with this condition
or work towards compliance to the ex-
tent necessary to provide the minimun
required by the Assembly, there would
De an increase in this class of congrega-
tions alone, and as the result of their own
efforts, of upwards of $4000.

Th:re would however still remain 32
congregations requiring Supplements in
order to raise their pastor’s salary to 8600,
and o manse, as well as 33 in addition
which would require to be aided from the
Surplu: Frnd, in order to bring them u
fo the $7.0. and manse. It is estimate

that the amount required for the first
class of congre;{ations would be about
84776 and that the additional amount re-
quired for tho second would be about
€6800 making a total of §11576. Suchis
s brief statement of the facts with which *
the Church has to deal, and of the mag-
nltudo of the effort she is asked to make.
They are laid before the readers of the
Maritime Presbyterian, for their consid-
cration without any attempt,atall events
in the present communication, to discuss
the Scheme of the Assembly on its
merits, or to considerthe extent to which
it is practicable to attain success.
LA M.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF SHEL-
BURNE CONGREGATION.

By Rev. A. Dickis.

Shelburne is one of the few Presby-
terian congregations infthc Western part
of Nova Scotia which has an ancient his.
tory. Its records show that its origin
date as far back as the founding of the
town. At the close of the American War
in 1783, a number of Loyalists came over
to this Province, some of whom settled in
Shelburne. They brought with them as
their minister the Rev. Hugh Fraser who
was chaplain to the 71st Regiment. In
thus coming to a new country whatever
other privations they may have endured
they were not deprived of the means of
grace- A Presbyterian congregation was
thus translated from the neighboring Re-
public into Nova Scotia, and is now al-
most a canterianan,

The Loyalists were exceedingly indus-
trious, and in a very short time amassed
considerable wealth, The tuwn though
situated about 150 miles from HalifaX,
yet stands at the head of au excellent
harbor. Rapidly it grew, andat one time
there secemeud to be an exccedingly pros-
perous future before it. Trade flourish-
ed, houses were built and filled, and
thoroughfares were crowded.  The high
hopes cherished, however, by its found-
er were speedly blasted. Its decline was
almost as rapid asits growth so that the
Shelburneof to-day is very diflerent from
Shelburne of §0 or 60 years ago.

Eloven years after the landing of the
Loyalists, & Presbyterian Church was
built, aud since that time few of our con-
gregations have undergone so many
changes. Not less than 12 ministers have
beun settled over them nearly all of whom
had short pastorates. Their first pastor
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Iaboured longest, and passed away to his
rest and reward fitty-five years ago.

The Rev. Matthew Dripps, o native of
Clydesdale, Scotland, was settled
over them on the 4th of July 1805, In
these days when Presbyteries are some-
what compact and congregations are not
far removed from each other, ministerial
brethren can have frequent intercourse,
Tho pionecers of Presbyterianism were de-
nied this privilege. At the time of Mr.
Dripps’ settlement, he was the only Pres-
byterian minister in the Western part
of the Province, and was about 200 miles
distant from the nearest brother minister.
Diligently and faithfully he toiled how-
over for the Master in his isolated field,
and wrought under many disadvantages,
yot fruit appeared. Previous to his set-
tlement in Shelburne he itineynated for
some time both in the Upper and Lower
Provinces. Often he endured fatigue and
privation while labouring as a home mis-
sfonary. Mnr. Sprott says of him thatat
times he had only an Indian for his guide
and frequently slept with him in his wig-
wam, and for food shared the contents of
his wallet. This congregation was widely
extended, his labours arduous, and the.
people of & mixed and unsteady charac-
ter. Tor 23 long years he wrought well,
though not an exceedingly strong man,
and finished his work in May, 1828. As
a man and minister he was highly es
tesmed and exceedingly popular. A cor-
respondent in the columns of the Halifax
Nova Scotian in 1854, speaks of him as
one of the best men he ever knew. His
dust now sleeps in the cemetery that sur-
rounds the Presbyterian Church at Shel-
burne, and asuitable monument has been
erected to his memory.

At the death of Mr.Dripps the congre-
gation conneoted itseif with the Church
of Scotland, In the year 1824 a society
was formed in Scotland called the ““Glas-
gow Goioniul Society,” whose object was
to rar .7 the Presbyterian population of
she colonies with ministers of the estab-
lished church. In 1829 two ministers
were sent out by this society, the Rev.
James Morrison who for a number of

ears was the minister of Laurencetown,
Ealifux Co., and the Rev. Gavin Lang.
Mr. Lang was formerly assistant minister
at West Hillride, and was ordained on
the 11th May, at Paisley by the Presby-
tery of Irvine. Being oidained for this
colonial charge he at once set sail for his
designation. _ After six or seven years
labour at Shelburne he returned again to
Scotland where he died on the 24th Aug-
ust 1809, in the 41st ycar of his ministry.

Hoe has left bohind threosons in the min-
istry of the Church of Scotland, two of
whom are now in Great Britain, and one
in Madras,

MrLang was succeeded by Reov. John
Ross. Mr. Ross was born in Cromarty,
Scotland, in 1801, and received his ear!
education in his native country and pae-
ish. In 1831 he was licensed to preach
the Gospel and soon after came out snd
laboured for & few years in Shelburne.
In 1845 he was called to Greenock Chursh
St. Andrew’s, N. B., where he sontinned
to rcside until his d-ath, on the Oth
April 1871. On th.. day he ended &
long ministy of forty years, and passed
away in perfect peace to enter upon the
rest that remains for the people of God.
After Mr. Ross’ departure from Shel-
burne he was succeeded by the Rov, W,
T. Wishart who after a few yeats remov-
eb to St. John, and another vacancy ce-
curred.

On the 25th Jwly, 1842, Rev. Andrew
Donald was settled over them. Tor a
few year he toiled over this extensive
field and at length tendered his demis-
sion. He was alfterwards settled in the
congregation of Londonderry, and Camp-
bellton Settlement, New Brunswick, In
connection with the Free Church. Me,
Donald though not now pastor of the con-
gregation still lives in New Brunswick.

After the disruption, Shelburne return-
ed n.%a,ih to its original connection in the
Presbyterian Church ‘of Nova Scotia,
though vacant for some time aftor M.,
Donald’s dismission, : .

After the licensure of the Rev. James
Byers he was appointed by the Preshy-
tery of Halifax to supply them. His ser-
vices proving aceeptabla to the people he
was called and settled in May, 1845. At
the timne of Mr, Byers’ settlement he was
the only Presbyterian minister in the
county and was far removed from hig
brethren. There were two places of woz.
ship and not one hundred families scat- .
tered over a wide territory. For neagly
eight years he continued to labour whon
he received and accepted a call to Téfa.
magouche where he was inducted on the
31st May, 1853. At the end of six yedrs
He demitted, and was settled at Clifton.

On the 10th Scpt. 1853, Rev. George
M. Clarke was ordained over them. e
congregation then extended over an aroa
of forty miles, with five preaching sta-
tions and paid a stipend of $500.

About two yecars before the uuion of
1860, and five or six ycars after Mr,
Clarke’s settlement the congregation was
divided. The Western end, ncluding
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Clyde River, Barrington, Ohio, and Cape
8able Island, formcﬁ anew charge and
was placod on the liat of supplemented
eharges. The Enstern part, Nholburno,
Jordan River, and Locke’s Island, sought
and obtained o countinuance of Mr.
Clarke's services, assuming the responsi-
bility of bis support. The vew congre-
ation numbeyed G2 families, whilst Shel-
urne comprized 100 with five churches
in the country. Contributions to the
Schemes of the Chureh also increased.

In 1563 the aalary of the Shelburne
congregation was raised to §600, and
$50.69 contributed to the varied schemes
whilst Clyde and Baxrington raised up-
wards of ninety dollars. The division
$hus increased their liberality and shows
that when necessity is laid upon our peo-
plo it inoites to greater offort and increns-
e3 energy.

My, Clarke at length received and ao-
cepted a call to Kast Boaton, but after a
briof pastorate removed to Ontario, and
is now the minister of New Edinburgh
in the Presbytery of Ottawa.

A short vacancy again occurred when
in 1870 Rev. Samuel Archibald was or-
dained.  During Mr. Archibald’s incum-
beney, a glebo beautifully situated in the
rear of ihe town was purchased on which
& ncat maunce  was erected.  Seven

preeching stations within the limits of

ho congregation were supplied which in.
wolved a great deal of physical toil. On
tho last day of the year 1872 they wero
again left without o teaches.

Ten months elapsed when another
sottlement was eftected, Rev. E. D.
Millarwas ordained on the 20th Oct. 1873.
Tho Millar period which continued for
ncarly seven years was noted for activity
and progress. At the date of his settle-
ment the stipend promised, was 8600 and
Jarger amounts were raised for religious
and benevolent purposes, On the 25th
April 1880, Mr. Millar was translated
from Shelburne to Lunenburg where he
atill labours,

A successor soon followed, Rev. D. F.
Creolman who had been employed as a
Homo Missionary at the Bay of Islands,
New Foundland for four years resigned
in 1880 and was soon after inducted at
Shelburne. His work here wus of short
duration though he laboured zealously

reaching three times each Sabbath.
&e wrought herd until compelled owing
2o ill health to resign and in Nov. 1882
paesed away to his rest and reward, in
his native home, Upper Stewiacke.

Coming down to the present year we
have a further division effected in thi™

congregation. Tho orizinal charge of
1800 in 1884 forms threo. Last summer
the thriving locality of Lockport with
East Jordan en{'oycd the services of o
cathechist for which they paid in full,
In the autwmn steps wero taken toward
the formation of theso stations into anew
charge and now we have another con-
gregation in Shelburne, placed for a tino
on the supplementing list, There is no
doubt as Lockport is fast growing and
carrying on cousiderable business that it
will soon take its place among our self
sustaining charges. The old congregation
is still somewhat scattered. It comprises
the town, Ohio, one or two stations on
the JordanRiver,and UpperClyde, which
has been transferred from the Clyde and
Barrington congregation from Which it is
25 miles distant,  Having given a call to
the Rev. James Rosborough of Musquod-
oboit Harbor he was inducted on the
Dec. 20th 1883,

Presbyterianisin has thuspassed though
many changes in 8hkelburne and has an
ancient history and yet despite difficul-
ties and short pastorates has grown.  Mr.
Rosborough is a tried manand enters up-
on his work after nearly eight years ex-
perience at Musquodoboit Harbor. For
a long time the ¥eoplc have enjoyed the
stated means of grace and now with a
more compact field greater privileges and
an earnest faithful minister still greater
Erogress should be made. With tho

lessing of Heaven and each member of
the congregation alive to duty we can
safely predict a grand future for Pres-
byterianizin tn Shetburne,

WEVW HEBRIDES LILISSION.
Letter from Mir, McKenzie

Erakor, Efate, July 2nd, 1883.
My Dear Mr. Scott:—

Many thanks for your welcome letter
which came to haud by the Dayspring on
the 28th of April, also for a number of
copies of the Maritime Presbyterian
which amived the same time.

You have prohably, ere this, heard
that wo reached our station in safety.
Our visit to our native land, and tho
warm expressions of sympathy received
when there, has very greatly strengthen-
ed nl:d encouraged us in rcsuming our
work.

RESUMING WORK,

Shortly after we returned, wo opened
our schools, and the attendance and pro-
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gress have been satisfactory. At tho
adults we have over & hundred on the
roll, and at the children’s, sixty. Then
I have an additional class for some young
men who are living on the Mission prem-
ises, whom 1 amn endeavouring to train
for teachers, There arecight at present.

We bave been teaching about five
hours and & half a day during fowr days
of the week. This rlong with other work
connected with the station has, perhaps
been more than I should have attempted,
but as the work scomed so hopetul, and
as sovoral of the natives came about three
miles to school I was anxious to give them
as mnch instraction as possible,

On Wednesday I have my candidates
olass, the attendance at which is about
twenty, As their busy senson is now
drawing on, Iintend to ijtinerate more
and teach less,

BUILDING,

We have just completed two substan-
tial lime houses for our young men,
thanks to the assistance of Green Hill
congregation and other friends of the
Mission. These are quite an ornament
to our station and a credit to the skill of
the natives. Several of our natives of
late years have taken to building lime
houses for themselves, which must be
much more comfortable and healthy than
the low, close grass huta in which they
have been accustomed to live. At this
village there are now six such, and anoth-
er isin course of crection, At Pango there
are two, and at Eratap three. The one
belonging to the young chief of thig vill-
:_ge is quite & palatial residence for a na-

Ve,

SETTLING TEACHERS,

Since we returned we settled three
teachers and their wives at distant vill.
ages of our ownjisland. A couple have
gone as teachers to Tongoa, aud another
couple as servants to the missionary on
Api. Our poor natives are thus doing
something to spread abroad the know-
ledge of the Truth, which has so greatly
benefitted themselves.

NEW MISSIONARIES.

You will be glad to hear that two new
missionaries have just joined us, Mr,
Murray and De. Gunn, both from Scot-
Iand. The former is supported by tho
Presbyterian church of New South Wales
the latter is successorto Mr, Copeland

on Futuna, and i supported by the Ireo
Church of Scotland.  Our mission stalf
now numbers twelve. On two oceasions
we were up to this number, but we have
never been able to gat beyond it. ‘Tem
years ago wo numbered twelve. Sincs
that, Lawrie, Michelsen, IFraser, Rolt,
Gray. aud the tvwo above mentioned hass
joined us, But wo lost Goodwill, J. D.
Murrny, Inglis, Copeland, Holt, Paton
and Neilson, There are not half as many
in the group as there should be. Wa
hope to get moro shortly. It is reported
that the Presbyterian Church of Victoris
has sent to Scotland for an additional
labourer, also the Presbyterian Church of
New Zealand. Then we hope the Free
Church of Scotland will send a succeseor
to Mr. Noiison,

As our progpects are now so hopeful we
all feel that o steamer is necessary to
meot our requirements. At our annunal
meoting & week or two ago a cemmittes
was appointed to obtain ostimates
as to probable cost of building and
maintaining o suitable one. Were it no$
that the Australasian churches hope to hs
able at some future day to undertake ths
entire support of this mission, I would ba
much more urgent in asking our Chnrch
for another missionary. I wasglad how-
ever, to find that our church has no idea
at present of relaxing her interest in this
field. Todo 8o wounld be most injurious
to the cause of Christ, as it is quite cer-
tain that for several years the churches
ahove refered to will not be able to carry
on the work alone. It would never doto
give back to the enemy strongholds whors
now the bauner of the crosg is unfurled.

VISIT TO THE NORTHERN ISLANDS,

I was appointad by our Mission Synod
to visit the northern part of the group im
company with the new missionary, in or
der to secure o favourable opening. So
when the Dayspring arrived she re-
mained a day to allow me to store away
ow supplies, On the 30th of April,.n~
bout 10.30 a. m., we left Evakor, and cashk
anchor in Havannah Barbour about sun-
set. Mr, McDonald is absent on furlough
T had visited the station in March, and
was greatly supprised at the change thas
had taken place during the time I had
been absent. Mr. McDonald has labour-
ed faithfully, and has been permitted -to
gather a plentiful harvest. On the present
occasion I was sorry to find that one of tha
teachers left in charge had grievously
fallen. He had taken the wife of another
man, and refused to give hor up. He
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busband being angry went away in &
vessel.
was making very gratifying progress.
Over twenty natives, heathen, had mov-
od to the Christian village, ncar the mis-
sien house, and were attending church
and school. Besides thesca youngman was
inted out to me, who had been sent by
is father, a chief of a heathen village. to
ask for a teacher. 1 found that there was
one willing to go with him, but he was
under church discipline, for beating his
wife. On consulting with the church
members as well as with the man himself,
I decided as I had charge of the station,
that it was my duty under the circum-
stances {o restore him.

Noxt day, after taking & sufficient sup-
g}g of water on board, we set sail for
unn which is only a fesv miles distant
Tho natives there were ve
tocee Mr. and Mrs. Milne back after
their long absence. Could any one who
i accustomed to epeak slightingly of the
triumghs of the cross among the heathen,
have been present when they landed, his
views would have been somewhat chang-
ed, by what he would have witnessed.
Rumbers of the natives, with their Rara-
tongan teacher at their head, gathered a-
bout the door of the Mission house, and
sang hymns to a latehour.  Three times
bad the teacher to come to Mrs. Milne,
and shake hands, saying, “O this is
god.” What a change from the first
tzme I visited the station eleven years
ago Then there was not a single con-
vett Now there is a church with about
forty members, a nominally Christian
gopu]atlon of about 150. Saw a fine
ealthy looking old man, who wasabout
to be buried alive, at hisown village, but
was rescued by the Christian natives. For
many years this was the most;northerly,
station but we are gradually "extending
and now there are two islands north of
Nguna occupied, and we hope there will
* saon be three. The following Sabbath
we spent at Tongoa, where Mr. Michel-
son has been labouring with considerable
guceess for fouror five years. It was an
fapressive sight, at one of the villages to
aee a little boy beating & native drum—a
Tog of wood hollowed out and rudely
earved—summoningher people to service.
Around that same drumin heathen times
many o time bivd_their wild jells been
heard, as painted and feathered, and
Brandishing their weapons over their
Beads, they leaped and danced to its
hoarse music.

After visiting Burnmba-Api, the sta-
tlon of Mr. Fraser, supported by the

much pleased

With this exception the work’

Presbyterian Church of Tasmania, the
smallest represented in  the mission, and
by the way, tiue one that has given its
missionary the best houso in the group,
we set sail for Perama. This is a small
island, but secms to have a considerable
population. So far we have had very
jittle intercourse with them. This was
only the second visit the Dayspring has
made. We found them very friendly.
As wo drew near the shore we saw them
run and put away their weapons at some
distance. Then they came and hauled up
the boat so that on stepping on shore we
were beyond the reach of the surf, We
visited several villages and were kindly
received at each. They offered to sell us
& piece of land for a station, but as Mr.
Murray wished to see Amboim before de-
ciding, we joined the ship and steered for
that island. We cast anchor at “Rodd’s
Anchorage.” A party of the natives re-
cognizing the Dayspring, met us on the
beach and took us to their village. Here
ason other islands a few of the natives
could converse in broken English, so we
were able to make known the object of
our visit. They expressed their willing-
ness to receive 2 missionary, stipulating
that he should give them tobacco. We
explained to them that the missionary
was not like the Whiteman that he did
nat come to barter with them. This
however, did notmake them unwilling to
have a missionary. They showed us a
piece of land which they were willing to
sell. As it seemed a very hopeful open-
ing we decided to purchase, 8o the chief
along with a number of his men accom-
panied us to theship to receive payment.
©But I fear Iam wearying you,so I must
close.
With very kind regards, I remain,
Yours very sinceiely,
J. W. McKEe~zIE.

Letter from Mr. McKenzie.

Pango, Efate.
August, 25th. 1888.
My Dear Mr. Robertson:—

Lest the Dayspring should call for
our mail, I must get a note ready for you.
She has been north settling the Murrays’,
and was to leave Ambrym on the 20th
inst., but as Mr. Murray is mnot at all
strong it is possible that those who have
gone to assist him with his house may
wish to do as much for him as they can,
and so they may have detained her aday
or two longer.

By the heading of this you will see that
we are at one of our outstations. We
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came here to-day and intend remaining
till Monday. Here wo have a small lime
house, but at Eratap wo sleep in the
chief’s house, also a lime one, I have just
hafl a small grass house builbat Fila, and
intend going there frequently.

I am not able to give you much news
from Eromanga. Mrs. McKenzie has
written Mrs, Robertson, and I think told
her about our visit there. It was Sab-
bath, and they were in church. Mr.
Michelsen and I addressed them. We
called at Potinia Bay the previous day.
I was'the only passenger who went a-
shore. Did not see Yomat, He was in-
land somewhere at the funeral of a chief
@ heathen I think. Atnello told me that
two teachers had died, but that he had
sent another to take'the place of one, and
the work of the other was taken up by a
teacher living near. Mr. Annand was
appointed to visit Dillon’s Bay if time
permitted, after the missionaries were re-
turned to their stations. Of course there
was 1o use thinking of me visiting it this
geason. X was appointed last year to ac-
-company the Dayspring when she arrived
from Sydney in April.  This I did, and
then went directly South to the meeting,
Besides this I had not been long home.

P Mr. Annand did not get to Dillon’s Bay
this season, 80 unless he can accompany
the vessel when she arrives from Sydney
in the end of the year, your station will
not be visited again this year. Then I
bave been appointed.to take charge of
Hav, Harbour in Mr. McDonald’s ab-
sence. In March hisnatives came for me
to goround and maxzy & couple,

About the first of April a labour vessel
was wreoked at Eratap. Ramsay, who I
think was one of the seamen of the Day-
spring when you went up %o Sydney, was
mate, Her name was the *‘Surprise.”
They ran her off her course, so she went
on the reef. Our natives assisted them
in saving their trade and stores, and al-
though they had every opportunity of
taking anything they wished, I do uot
think there was an article stolen.

We had a very pleasant harmonious
meeting.  Eight of ns present.  Milne
and Fraser away. We were all ac-
commodated on shore. Three of us had
our wives with us.

The work is progressing favourably at
our station since we returned. At two
villages one of which we have been visit-
ing for about eight years, several natives
haye thrown . {the yoke of heathenism.
The death rate has been high at Eratap.

With love to Mra. Robertson and your
family, I romain,
yours sincerely,
J. W. McKrnzre,

Letter from Mr, Annand.

Aneityum, Now Hebrides.
August Gth 1883,
[To the children of the Poplar Grove Sun-
day School.]

Dear Young Triends:— .

o lately received a gift from you, of
six dollars’ worth of school ma-
terials, all of which are very serviceabls
in our schools here. It is encouraging fo
us to know that you remember the wants
of our poor children, in the division of
your coutributions. By yonr present we
are now well supplied for another year.
You will please accept our hearty thanks
on behalf of the children here.

I am happy to be able to say to you
that our schools are well attended, and
that many of the children are making fair
progrens in their lessons. The children
are not so far advanced here as those of
the rame age among yourselves, but some
of them read very well, and write toler-
able will. Anthmetio is very dffficuls
for them as they do not commit much a-
mong themselves. Wehave a man herd-
ing our goats, who is about forty years
of age, and has been to school a good
deal, but he cannot tell me yet how many
goats there are in the flock, although he
has been minding them for two years. He
cannot count up to seventy correctly yet.
The people always used to count by fives
before the missionaries came, and they
could never count higher than the num-
ber of their fingers and toes. They would
count their fingers on one hand avd then
say “hand one,” then on the other hand,
and say “hand two” after that they
would say “‘many” a ¢‘great many.” &s,
I think that you would de amused to ses
them doing their sums in addition and
subtraction while in school. They count
their fingers, and then stick out their toes
and count them.

They like Geography, and English bet-
fer than arithmetic, as they are fond of
hearing about otker countries, and the
people who irhabit them.

Now, Iwill tell you what Mrs, An-
nand’s class of boys and girls have for
their Sabbath School lessons every Sun-
day. We have public service in ths
chnich at nine oclock in the mornin
and Sabbath School is held at thres o>
clock in theafternoon. Most of the boys
and girls in Mrs. Annand’s class commit
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to memory all the verees of Seripture that
I refer to in my sermon. Almost every
passage of the Bible to which I rcfer is
marked and committed to memory. It
is very seldom that they have less than
ten vorses comitted, and often as many
as fifteen. This is all done between
eleven o’clock and three, the intermission
between the services. Besides these they
have their ctechism to lcarn, and some
other lessons, The most commendable
part of their conduct in reference to this
is, vhat the committing of these verses is
& self-imposed task.

Now, let me ask you, children, How
many of you can repeat the morning text
in the afternoon? How many of you can
repeat the morning text in the afternoon?
How many of you can tell the passages
of Scripture that your pastor quoted in
hig sermon? No doubt that all of you
can beat our boys and girls in arithmetic:
bnt 1 fancy that perhays_you would be a
little behind in commitv'ng texts of the
Bible to memory. Howsver, what is
really the most importunt shing of all, is,
that you and we do just what the word
of God tell us to do. YLet us try to do
that! If you all do that, perhaps we may
yet see some of you out as missionaries
teaching the heathen about whatis re-
vealed to us in the Seriptures. Again
thanking you for your present to our
echools,

I remain yours very sincerely,
J. AXNAND,

Letter from Mr. Lawrie.

Mr. Lawric stationed on the sameisland
with Mr. Annzad writes home to Scot-
1and as follows:—

Aneityum.

“Tho annual meeting of the Mission
Synod has just been held at Anelcanhas.
Wemeton June 7, and closed on the 13th.
There were eight members present. It
was most cheering to welcome two mem-
bers into our midst this year ; the same
number joined this mission last year, and
it is possible other two iissionaries may
come to the islands next year,—one from
the Church of Victoria, and one from New
Zealand,

““The Rev. J. W, McKenzie was elect-
ed Moderator for the present year, This

entleman represents the Church of Nova
cotin on theisland oiEfate, where a good
work has been going en for a murber of
gears. Regarding the new missionaries,
$wo new stations were opened last year;

ono is to be opened this ycar, and Dr.
Gunn is oceupying the statior on Futuna
where it is to be hoped his talente may
be blessed, and the whole island twined
unto God.

“I have been appointed, aleng with
Moessrs Milne and Michelsen, to assist in
building Mr. Mwrray’s house. on_ the is-
land of Ambyrm. We procced there
about the middle of next mounth, when
it is to be hoped that Mr. and Mys. Mur-
ray will have a happy settlement, This
is the most northerly 1sland yet oceupied
by this mission. The people are all Leuch-
en, but when visited they expresscd their
williagness to receive a missionary.”

Letter from Mr. Michelsin.,

Dayspring st Amb. i,
August 17th, 1883.
My Dear Mr, Robertson:—

Your letter of January 27th, came to
hand by the Dayspring. We were glad
to learn that you were well and that you
were looking forward to a pleasant voy-
age home. Iam surethat you will enjoy
your stay in your native land, especially
after having been so longaway, and atter
having had such a blessing on the works
of your hands on Eromanga. Ibclieve,
however, that you will not have been
long in N.S. beforo you will begin to
long for your ownisle. We were ashoro
at your station on our way south. As
Mr. Meckenzie will be writing you fully
on the subject, I need not say anything
beyond this that we all agreed that every
thing looked as if you had not been abe.
sent at all. And I do believe that by
God's help you have set the work spin
ning so that it will keep rolling on
whcther you are there or not.

Naiup is writing to you, He is doing
rerlly well. I left the place in their
charge when we were at Sydney, ond
have done the same again. His wife is
nice tempered, and honest, so that she is
all we asked for, and all we expected.
Naiup bas expressed a wish to remain
with us. He is now able to speak in
Tongoan, and goes with an Efate teach.
er we have lgot to conduct meetings. No
less than fifty of my scholars are now
in Queen’s land. These include two of
my most hopeful boys, With all that, I
am full of hope. The work on Tongoa
looks as hopeful now asat any other time,
We have finisked the building of our
fourth church, and hope to have ono or
two more built during this year. There
has been some fighting sinco you were
there, but not very many killed ox eaten,
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I have got a horse and hope when you
come to sce me again to he able to give
you aride. It isa great help to me in
my work,

We had a very nice meeting of Synod
this time. Mr. McDonald, Mr. Milne,
and Mr. Fraser, absent. Dr. Gunn isa
fine man and sure to get on.

Messrs., Milne, and Lawrieand I are
helping “to build Mr. Murray’s house.
There is a large population here and the
people are very friendly, though not heip-
ing. That may be accounted for by the
fact that they are busy with a sing-sing.
They seem to be of a very mild type, so
that he ought to get on well. 1 regret
to say that his health is not very good.
We trust the change of life may do him

good.

Capt. Bilbil of the “‘Borough Bill” was
shot on thisisland, at another part, some
three weeks ago. A Man-of-war has been
there and has punished them. Thero
was quite a fight. One Englishman was
mortally wounded and died o few days
after, another was taken to Noremea in a
French man-of-war. His recovery too is
doubtful. Some six or eight natives were
killed. they were compelled to give up
their arms and pay & large number of
pigs.

We oxpect to be away from this place
in about three days, and I have many
lsttersto write, aud orders to make up, so
that you will pardon me for hurrying
over my letter at this rate.

I sincerely trust you may all enjoy
your stay at home, and I feel certain that
you will succeed in stirring up the
churches, who knows, perhaps you might

et & man with you out for Sante. The
rst two or three missionaries who can, I
think should go thers.

With our united kind regards and best
wishes, I remain,

yours sincerely,
Oscar MICHELSEN.

Letter from Dr. Gunn.

Our readers will remember that last year
anew departure was made in the New
Hebrides Mission. The TFree Church of
Scotlard who has been associated with us
for a long time in this field appointed a
medical missionary Dr. William Guna.
Dr. Gunn hasbeen settled on the Island of
Futuna where Rev. Joseph Copeland lah-
oured since 1858, Mr.Copeland left when
Mr. McKenzie returned to visithis native
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land. The following extracts from a let-
ter written by tho medical misiiovary,
give someimpressions of the work on that
island and of his reception by the nalives,
Though Dr. Gunu is not our missionary,
yet heis labouring in connection with
our own beloved wissioraries in the sama
field and in a somewhat new capacity and
therefoae we wil' bo interested in his
movements. Though stationed on Futuna
Dr, Guunn writes from Aneitynm, while
attending tho Mission Syncd.

- ‘Futuna.
“Anelcanbat, Aucityum,
June 15, 1883.

“On landing on the 25th April, the
natives, who wereassembled on the beach
to thenumber of 160, made little show
of welcome ; but Tuwderstand thisis their
usual manner. The difference hetween
the natives of Futunaaud of Ancitynm
was very striking. Though poszossed
of a much fiver physique than those of
Aneityum, yet, unlike them, they were
nearly all destitnte of clothing, excepta
few of the Christian population, who were
scantily clothed,

“We found the mission premises in
much better order than we expected ; but
the veranda was quito rotten, and the
whole huilding requived new thatch.

“During our stay in Futuna, up tothe
time of our leaving for the meceting of
Synod, we were very busy improving the
condition of the house,

“‘Worship has been coducted on Iri-
days and Sundays by the Aneityuvmese
teacher, assisted by one of the chiefs,
while the teacher has also visited the other
three stations where school houses havo
been built. The average attendance cof
adults in the schooladjoining the mission~
house is about 20, including children, 303
in the second district about 10; the third
14; and the fourth, the most distant from
the mission-house, 20, The total nume.
ber attending religious services cannot
exceed 150,

““The morning worship, I am sorry to
say, is not wellattended, anditis t«be re-
gretted that the islaud has been so long
without a missionary, because, whils
much remains showing the goud work
done by Mr. Copeland. there is also muck
that shows retrogression,

*“Mrs. Gunn aud mysclf visited two of
the otherstations, a) werc very cordi-
ally received. The wom n se2med parii-
cularly glad onseeing a lady, all the moro
so seeing thatit was the first time a lady



2

THIE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

wissionary, or any otherwhite womanhad
over visited them. 'The reason of this is
that the paths are so bad in some places
that o gout would =carcely ventwre on
them. This mokes the work of visiting
thodifforent districts difficult, and makes
it necessary to have a number of teachers
on the island.

““T'he remaining district I have not yeb
visited, but kope to do so on my return.

“Upon the whole, we have been kindly
treated by the people. We are specially
interestew in the children, very many of
whom are engaging and intelligent, and
wo are longing for the time whon we shall
bo able to teach them. We have made
fair progress in the language, and for
some Sabbaths I have road to the natives
from Mr. Copeland’s translation of the
Qospels.

¢Someof thenativessufferingfromrheu-
matism, neuralgia, and ulcers have come
for medicine, and those who afterwards
came to report progress were successfully
treated.

¢“We left Futuna on the ith June for
tho meeting of Synod, which is now clos-
¢d, but.on account of the stormy weather
the Dayspring is unable to leave.”

Wm. Guon,

THE TRINIDAD MISSION.
Letter from Rev. K. J Grant.
San Fernando, Nov. 26th, 1883,
o the Editor of the Maritime Presbyterian.

Dear Sir:—

‘We hope very shortly to welcome the
Morton’s back with the new Mission
family. .

Couva is an inviting mission field. It
iy compact, the remotest corner is easily
reached and e\erywhere we find a people
willing to hear. Enter one of the larger
Kospitals, and in & few minutes you are
surrounded by from 20 to 40 people to
whom you can talk for an hour without
any serious interruption. They greet
you in a friendly way, and when you are
retiring, such as can hobble along, follow
you to the door with their respectful
salam. Sitdown in a labourers room,
and ncighbors speedily gather in to hear
tho mussage, somn assent, some ask ques-
tlons, a few dispute, frequently there is
no interruption. We are often made to
feel that nothing isYacking to lead toa
decision but the Spirit of God. This is
not peculiar, however to Couva, almost

everywhere and at all times we can got
an attentive hearing, Would that he who
opened the heart of Lydia, wrought moro
manifestly through us,

Two men attend the servicc at the
Central Church, who live four miles dis-
tant in one direction, and one o like dis-
tance in another divection, who are ravely
ever absent. Awmongst the converts we,
recognize some who will cre loug take an
active part in mission work. Onc of whom
Mr. Chrigtie formed a favourable opinion
is holding on, growing in knowledge, and
I trust, in grace, and'I do not think the
missionaries expectations will be disap-
I}:ointed, A week ago 'at an ecarly hour,

Ir. Lal Behari and myself, dispensed the
Lord’s Supper in Couva, and baptized one
out of several applicants, He was o
Brabmin, known to us in S n Fdo
for many  years. For several
montks he has mnot hesitated bold-
ly to declare his convictions, and now as-
sociated with another, he helps in am
evening class daily. Itis work of this
character, teaching work, daily, that ar
wakeus thought, and prepares for sowing
and harvesting. We trust that Mr.
‘Wright may be the right man for this in-
teresting district, and that not only he,
and we, but the missionary just retirad,
may be gladdened with the souls gathered
to Christ. :

Have you heard of what Mr. Smith's
congregation of Galtare again going te:do
for us? It was this congregation that
took our valued teacher, J.W. Corsbie to
Canada and kept him at Galt Institution
for two years, where he was fitted for &
position in our mission in which he has
given great satisfaction, Well, scanning
the necessities of our new distriet Aro-
pouche, and remembering the low state
of the Foreign Mission Funds, I ventured
to lay our plan for 1884, before Knox
Congregation, Galt; throagh Mr. Smith
asking for fifteen dollars menthly, or
$180.00 for the year. My letter was only
three days to hand when answer was re-
turned that the aid scught should be sup-

iied, Often have we had to thank God
or mercies, for aid at the very moment
when our way appeared to be hedged up,
but never was aid more opportune, and if
I were at liberty to give an extract from
Mr. Smith’s letter you would see the
heartiness, the generous spirit in which
the response was made, which enhances
the gift manifold. ¢‘Bless the Lord, O
my soul.” Entreat the Lord that a glori-
ous harvest may be gathered here.
Yours very truly.
K. J. GraxT.

.
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INDIA.
Letter from Indove.

The following letter is {rom Indore,
the Mission of the Western Section of
our Church, Rev. J. Fraser Campbell
formerly of Richmond, Halifax,is laboring
there. The letter is addressed to cheSee-
retary of the Women's T. M. Societyin
the West and bas been kindly sent to us
by the Secretary of the W. F. M. Sodiety
n Halifax for publication.

Indore, Sept. 13th, '83,
My Dear Mrs. Harvie:—

Weo have re-opened Miss Rodger's
school, and I began, with someassistance
to teach it on the 6th of August. A-
first the little girls were rather unmant
ageable; being toolong out ofschool, they
. appear to have forgotten all about keep-

ing quiet. However, in a few days it
was evident that they had been in school
before, although they still take liberties
that we would never think of allowing in
school in the distant West. They have
not forgotten Miss Rodger, and have sev-
eral times been asking about her very
kindly. Theattendance, which was very
good at first, has been much reduced
“since the baptism of Idhar, & young man
of the highest caste in the cantonment,.
There were so many falsehoods reported:
on Monbay morning I heard some of the
little girls talk about being made Christ-
ians by force, and, to ensure safety, sev-
eral have not returned. Iam not atall
surprised now at statements Dr. Mackay
said were made about himn in Formosa—
Netives, generally speaking, manufacture
and circulate reports without the least
goruple. How can we wonder when
theyrknow not God, and are tossing on
the wide sea of superstition, ignorance
and sin—like a ship without helm, they
have nothinglto guide them into the har-
bour of safety., There was quite an ex-
citing time here afterjIdhar was baptized
—the friends were busy circulating all
kinds of false aszertions. In the mean-
time, a most scurriloua article appeared
in the *““Pioneer,” one of the leading pap-
ers of India; it m‘cu.gied by other papers
and widely spread. Yon will find enclos-
ed a sample of the letters sent by M.
Campbell to the editor of the ““Times of
India,” which contains an account of
mavy of the circumstances. 1 am sorcy
X have not a copy of Mr. Wilkie's xeply
{0 thearticle in the ““Pioneer,”or I would

send it. T an glad that the corrections
were also published, and Iknow you will
shave in the joy. I will send by this mail
specimens of some of the comments mado
in other papers. Iknow you will find
then interesting.

The day before yesterday we watched
a large Hindoo procession pass by; in
the van were a number of boyswith gongs
wnich they beat mostlustily. Close be-
hind were the idols—they were borne on
the shoulders of eight men. The women
brought up the rear. They all had red
surreys on.  Being barefooted and almos$
all clothed in red, I thought they looked
very peculiar.

A few days ago Miss M'Gregor and X
witnessed the putting of the idol Gampa#®
into the river. You should just haw
seon the crowds that lined the banks on
either side. The ido! was conveyed ina
palanquin, gorgeously arrayed, to the
river bank, where it was tenderly lifted
out, The priest went through certain
ceremonies of worship, & lamp was pass-
ed around the idol, and several strings
of jassamine put around its neck. Some
time being thus spent in worship, the
image was then carried out into the river
on & board. Divinity was supposed to
have left the idol before it was put into
the water. The crowd looked on appar-
ently well pleased,

Idowish Her Majesty would take
steps against the ruinous practice of child
marriage. My dear Mrs,Harvig, I must
conclude with kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,
. T. Ross.

I find Waiters for Christ often attach
great importance to the place of worship.
They expect to find salvation there only.
Do you not know that Jesus can saye
your souls to-morrow morningin the tan-
yard, quite as wellas next Sunday in the
Tabernacle? Do you not know that Jes-
us is just as much a Saviour on a Satur-
day as on a Sunday? He is wherever
there is a heart that wants him.—C. H.
Spurgeon.

Througheut all Christendom _there ia
yearly raised for Foreign Missionary
work less than nine millions of dollara.
For each professing Christian in ths
world that 18 less than fifty cents per
year, or one seventh of acent per day.
At this present_rate of giving both of
men and money the world will never Go
converted, for the natural increase of the -
hesthen vastly outnumbers the conver-
sions.
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TE HOME MISSION.

The Catechists who labour as mission”
arles in the Home Mission Field give in
to the Homo Mission Committeo & tabu-
Iated statement of the work done by them
duriug the summer,  In addition to this
they usually add o fow goneral remarks
aboutthe field, its condition and pros-
peets. We give below o few of these
which have been kindly forwarded to us.

The Catechest at
Diany AxD Bay ViIEW,

Writee,—*‘The field needs & pormanent
astor, Jf the board could buy the R. E.
hurch in Digby, orgenize a church there

and pay part of a pastor’s salary for threo

years] 1 am surc the two put together
“would be self-supporting by that time.
By a little offort and the help of friends

we have painted the cburch at B- V.,
upholstered the pulpit and covered the
desk cughion, obtained a 8. S, Library
(second hand) of a 104 vols., & S. S. black-
board, and expect to have o fence around
the church within a weeks. Tbe church
is growing and is in favor. There will
be yrobably five or six unite in profession
of faith.

From
. Bripgrrown,

the missionary writes as follows:—
“Ficld decidedlyintevesting. An excel-
lent opportunity here for useful work.
‘With judicious nourishing and encour-
agement the chnrch should become self-
sustaining and fully established as an or-
‘ganization. A wellestablished Preshyter-
ian Church should certainly exfst here.
‘I'he out look has not been so promising
anytime during the past four years, for
this chiurch, ns now. Four additions to
the church membershipthis summer, three
on profession of faith.  There is ose elder.
The missionary hopes that some plan may
be perfected by which the church may be
open regularly during the year,”

The nissionary at
WATERVILLE AXD LAREVILLE

gays:—The Presbytecians at these stat

jons are few but willimg to do all thoy
ean for the support of ardinancs. Your
Catcchist was treate 2 ith uniform kind

ness by all.  Our hopeis in the young, of
whom there are a large mnnber,

[Centinued oa page 25,]

Dr. McGregor acknowledges dy request
$40.87 for Dayspring and Mission Schoola
from Sherbrook Congregation, as follows:
Sonra, S.S. Col. by TFlora Mc-

Cutchin - - - . . - -
Sherbrook S.S. col. by Clara Dech-

man, - - - <« - - -
Sherbrook S. S. col by Jean Cam- 7'35

Goldenvil .S, col. by Maggi

oldenvil 8. 8. col. by Maggie
Keys, - - - - - - « - 505

Goldenvil 8. S. col. by Maggic
Sl T 808, col. by Clarencep

till Water S. S. col. arence;
McLean - - -{' - - - -b7b
$40.87

CovrLecTIoNs ¥OR DAYSPRING AND Mis-
SION ScHo0LS, in the Sunday Schools of
United Congregation, tWest River, Pic-

tou. .

Col. by Clara McConnell, - - - - $4.60
* " Maggie Smith - - - - . - 375
¢ Geo. R. Johnstons, - - - 4.81
“  Anna Creighton, - - - - - 3.20
“  Blanche Smith. - - - - . 1.45
‘¢ Georgo Stewart. - - - - - - 2.00
¢ Johnie MacDonald. - - - - 120
¢  Mary McLean, - - --- 140
“  Miss M, Stewart’s class, - 215

¢ Hermon Ch.S.S. Dalhousie. 20.85
%  Cross Road's 8. 8. - -« - 10.00

—

Total, $56.41

A LirTLE GIRL SILENCING A PRIEST.

A littlo girl was reading her Bible,
when a priest entered the room and want-
ed to know what she was reading, When
he knew it was the Bible he seid, ‘I am
sorry you aie in an Lnglish school.
‘Why ? said the girl. ‘Because they are
leading you to perdition,” he replied.
‘The Biblo is Gotf’s word,, the child said
‘and I love it dearly- It tells me all ab-
out the love of Jesus and all He has suff-
ered for me, He loves me to much to
send me to perdition for reading His
Word. Would you send your son to pris-
on because he listens too what youlsay to
him ?* The priest could not answer, so
left the girl to read herBible in peace.

S —

¢ have known,” says St. Basil, ‘“‘men
who have fasted, and prayed, and groan-
ed, and yet wounld not give the afilicted
one farthing.” But God said to Corne-
lius, *“Thy prayers and thine alms are
gone up for a memorial before}God.”
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THE LITTLE BUILDERS.

One by onc the stones we lay,
Building slowly day by day ;
Building by our love are we,

In the lands beyond the sea ;
Building by each thought and-prayer
For the souls that suffer there;
Building in the Hindu land,

‘Where the idols are as sand.

Building in vast China, too,

Living temples rise to view ;
Building in Japan as well,

Ah, what storics we could tell !
Building on dack Afris’s shore,

That there may be slaves no more ;
Building in the Turk’s doomed land
For Armenia’s scaitered band.

On Mount Lebanon’s fair hzights,
By our many gathered mites;
Where the Nile's sweet waters pour,
Building all the wide world o'er ;
And one day our eyes shall see,
In a glad eternity,
‘‘Living stones” we helped to bring
For the palace of our king.

Maria A. West, Constantinople.

TRE LITTLE HINDU GIRL,
By Mgs. E. C. PEArsox.

“I am a little Hindu girl.
Of Jesus never heard ;

Oh, pity me ! dear Christian child,
And send to me his Word.

Ob, pity me ! for I have grief
So great I cannot tell ;

And say if truly there’s a heaven
‘Where such as I can dwell.”

That pleading voice was borne across
The rolling ocean wide ;

Forthwith the children, touched withlove
Of Him who bled and died,

Said, ‘“Here's our moncy, little girl.
To buy God's Word for you,

‘We wish’t were more, a thousand-fold,
And you should have it too.

«“We've heard of Jesus, and we know
The way of life full well ;
‘Let children come to me,’ s2ys he,
tAnd they shall with me dwell.’
Ever with him ? with hearts renewed,
And ‘badness’ all forgiven ;
Tor he who never fails has said,
‘Of such the realm of heaven.””;
We'll spread the gospel o'er the earth
To each dear child so sad,

If one soul saved gives angels joy,
Then will all heaven be glad !

And if at last we reach the shore
Where sorrow is unknown,

We hope to greet thee, Hindu girl,
Safe, safe before the throne.

— e

LETTER FROM A PASTOR.

During the long winter evenings many
will feel inclined to spend hours away
from your homes. Whilst we would ot
shut you out from social enjoyment with
others, yet too many young people wish
to befrom home every evening,  This i
5 bad practice often followed with bad re-
sults. The company you keep has much
to do with moulding your characters, Oh
how important then that you choose
gcod companions. As you have now en»
tered upon a new year it will be a good
time to effecs reforms, for there are not a
few young persons who need to changs
their habitsin this respect.

You all love, children, to hear and read
stories. I am going tp tell a true one and
when you read it you will at once say
how rad. It will show you whatan in-
fluence bad company sometimes exherts
on others,

In the month of November, 1883 a poor
fellow in Newark, U. 8., passed into e-
ternity on the scaffold. He was a harden-
ed unfeeling wretch who, like the unjust
judge that we read ofin Luke 10th, neith-
er feared God norregarded man., He met
his fate as though he had done nothing
wrong and was not %;uilty of crime, He
was a young man of twenty-eight yeara
of age. and bad a good trade. When
very young he fell into the company of &
AR O D LT ldars o e 0
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band of very wicked men which cansed
his ruin.  You know when wo choose
bad compenions we voon learn their evil
practices.  This young man of whom we
are telling you did o, and soon becano
the mort wicked of the whole company.
Three years ago he married a young girl
seventeen years of age, whom he after-
ward treated very badly. So cruel and
sovern did ho hecome with hor that she
was at last afraid to live with him. Af-
ter performing several very wicked acts,
he was at length Lrought before a court
of justice and sentenced to jail for some
time. When his term of imprisonment
was over he was allowed to go frec and
went to his bouse. So badly had he
treated his wife that she did not wish to
sce him, and begged him to go away. He
did go away, but scon came back again.
And what do you think he did? Imme-
diotely he shot her. At once she died
and left behind her two small children,
And now he has gone to meet God, to an-
swer for the foul and cruel deed of mur-
dering his wife, whom he had sworn to
love and cheriah,

Do you not think thissad story de-
gerves to be more than read and noticed.
Should it not make a very deep impres-
sion upon our minds. The career of this
ﬂ)ung man and his fateis a warning.

ow much depends on our present train-
ing for ourlfuture prospects. And per-
heps nothing can be named that mqulds
our future so much as our companions.

As iron sharpeneth iron, so a man
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
Good men’s graces are sharpened as they
converse with those that are good. Bad

men as they meet with the wicked their’

lusts and passions are excited.

Bewave my dear friends of evil associ-
ates. Be very choioe in your conpanions.
If you have not been heretofore, com-
mence the New year by making a wise
choice. Ohhow many like the young man
we have been telling you of have been
ruined because they did not heed the ad-
vice of parents and others. Evil com-
munications corrupt good manners. By
nature we are corrupt, and if we by our
own conduct deepen that corruption, bow
very evil we become.

D.

“I AM HOLDING ON TO GOD.”

A Red Indian “was 8ying, Hia name
was Samuel Papanckis, of Norway House
Hudson’s Bay, Thers ke lay on the floor
on & rabbit robe, in onecorner of hislittle

home. He was filled with tho highest
joy at the prospect of going to be with
the Lord Jesus, Stooping ovee him the
missionary said, **Samuel, you are iq t!go
voalley of the shadow of death; how is it
with you?” He reached up his hand, and
as though grasping something firmly,
said, “I am holding on to God; he is my
allof peace, and joy and I ppiness.” then
hia spirit passed into the presonco of thas
Saviour whom he had loved so well.

HOW TO DO GOOD.

Sidney Smith cut the following from a
newspaper and preserved it for himself :

“When you rige in the morning from
the resolution to make the day a bap}{y
one to some fellow-creature. It is easily
done—a left off garment to the man who
needs it, & kind word to the sorrowful,an
encouraging expression to the starving—
trifles in themselves light as air —will do
it at least twenty four hours, And if you
are young depend upon it, it will telilwhen
you are old ; and if you are old, rest as-
sured it will send you gently and ha.ppx?ly
down the stream of time to ete.nity. 1f
you send one person, only one, happily
through each day, that is 365 in course of”
the year. If you live only forty years
after you commence that course of medi-
cine, you have made 14,609 beings happy,
at all evente, for a time.

TEMPERANCE.

A carpenter asked a gentleman to si

8 petition for a license to sell drink.
‘‘Why not stick to your plane and saw 2"
¢ The public house pays better, pir.”
« But you will help men to become

runkards, prehapsfive every year. if you
get this license.” ‘“Well, Inever thought
of that, but it is likely.” “If you sell
drink for ten yeard, fifty men may be- .
come drunkards through you.” Tho cax-
penter tore up his petition and went back
to his useful and honest work,

THE MISSIONARY PENNY.

The Rev. Walter W. Bagster, a miss-
ionary of the Americar Board of Forei
Missions, died in Southwest Africo in
1882. His mother early tanght him his
obligations to Christ. He said that_the
followingincident was among the earliest
recollections of his childhood :

My mother one evening gave me two
pennies, suggesting that it would be well
to give one of them t~ the Lord. Tothis
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I veadily assented, but kept them hoth [
for a little while to p'ay with. Unfortuu-
ately , I lost one, and hunted the roowm
over, but cﬂd not find it.  With tear-
ful eyes I toll my mother, who quictly
remarked, ¢‘Well, Walter, which penny
is lost, yours or the missionary penny ¥’
I thought the matter over a moment. and
told her that I thought it must be the
missionary, for I hadnine left* In a few
moments mother said that it was time for
me to go to bed, but she wanted me to
think,over this matter about the pennies,
and let her know in the morning which
pennyiwas lost? I thought it over, and
before’l went to sleep, decided that it was
my penny that was lost, and the mission-
ary left, which I would put into the con-
tribution box (several of which were fast-
ened up in our house). Early in the
morning I bounded out of bed:and told
my mother my” decksion.  She sniled
and said, ¢‘That’s uight, Walter. It was
your penny that was lost, but after yon
went tobed I found it under the lounge,
here it is,”

NO FEAR, NO HOTE.

Mr, Robert Owen once visited a gentle-
man who was a believer. In walking out
they cameto the gentleman’sfamily grave.
Owen, addressing him, said *“There is one
advantage I have over Christians : I am
not afraid to die ; but if some of my bus-
iness were settled, I should be perfectly
williag to die at any moment.” “f’“‘ »
said his companion, ‘‘you say you
no fear ef death—have you any hop
death ?”  After o solemn pause, he re-
plied, “No /* “‘Then,” replied the gen-
tleman, pointing toan ox standing near,
¢‘you are on o level with that brute ; he
has fed till Le is satisfied, and stands in
in the shade, whisking off the flies, and
has neithor hope nor fear.”—Sword and
Trowel.

HIS PRAYER.

In all the literature of sacred experi-
ence that has grown around that child’s
Frayer of the Christian world, ‘¢ Now I
ay me down to sleep,’, etc., we have seen
few narratives more affecting than this.
Itseas told by the pastor of St. John's
Church, New York. Part of the wall of
o burnt house, he said, had fallen on asix
or seven-year-old boy, and terribly man-

led him. Living in the neighbou-hood,
was called in to see the stricken house-

19

hold. -

The little suflerer was in intense agony.
Most of his rihs were brsken, his breast-
bone erushed, and one o7 his limbs frac-
tured in two piaces,  His breathing was
short and diftienlt, He was evideatly
dying.

I spoke a few words to him of Christ,
the ever-present and precious Friend of
caildren, and then, with his mother and
an older sister, knelt before his bed. Short
and simple was oar prayer. Holding the
lad's hand in mine, I repeated the child-
dren’s Gospel : ¢ Suffer thelittle childron
to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Ho
disengaged his hand from mine, and fold.

ed his, We rose from our knees. His
mind began to wander. He called his
mother.

“I'm slech, mamina, and want to say
my prayers.”

“Do ro, my darling,” replied the sobb-
ing mother.

Mow I lay me-~down—to sleep;
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul—to keep —
If I—should— die,”—

Anad then he was beyoud the river of
death, On the wings of that simple pray-
er, that had borne so many of the lambs
into the Good Shepherd’s bosom, his soul
had sped to Him that gaveit. I can sés
his liittle figure, with clasped hand and
closed eyes, like a sleeping angel, before
me this moment, though more than nine
years have passed since the accident.

HER FATHER'S BIBLE.

A father died after & long illness, a
clergymay, leaving several children, all
quite young ; but on his death-bed puts-
ing into the hand of his little girl, Mary,
his Bible. It was well used, and had
been his companion in many a weary hour.

After a few years, Mary, then abont
fifteen, fell ill of the same lingering dis-
ease her papa had gone through. She
was very reserved, never saying one word
that was in her mind to strangers ; and
one day a friend who lived near was asked
by Mary’s widowed mother to go and sec
her little girl, who would have to lic a
long time on her bed of suffering, for ab-
scesses were forming on her body, and
spinal disease would prevent her moving.

But when this friend went, poor little
Mary was so nervous and reserved, it
was & long while before she could tell
whether she liked her going at all. But
God gave a key which unlocked Mary's
heart. Her friend saw a Bible under
Mary's pillow, or lying near, and asked



20

THE CHILDREN’S PRESBYTERIAN

——

might she look at in
inmany, mrml)' places the verses bad pen-
cilinarks neatly diawn under many lines;
and with & bright face Mary told how
that was her papa's Bible,how he used to
carry it when he went to visit hus parish-
ioners, and how his kand had marked the
lines.

No more reserve nou between Mary and
her friend. Her father's Bible had cansed
her to speak of Jesus, and many, wany
l)u'p;-y seasons have been spent with the
Word of God. Mary lies on her little bed
very near home now. She can speak with

-joy of soon being with Jesus and her dear
father above,

+ Will som> kind ones who visit the
sxf:k tiy whether, by God’s blessing, the
Bible will not prove a key to some heart
they fancy locked 7 A few verses gently
reud, with a silent prayer for teaching,
and who can tell what closed door they
may not unfasten 7

—

SPECTACLES OVER THE
MOUTH.

Au elderly gentleman accustomed to
““indulge,” entered the room of n certain
inn, wheresat a grave Frien | by the fire.
Lifting a pair of green spectacles npon
his forchead, rubbing his " inflamed cyes
and calling for hot braudy and water, he
‘complained to the Friend that *his cyes
were gebting weaker and weaker, and the
spectacles did not seem to do him any
goed.”  “‘T'll tell the friend,” replied tho
'‘Quaker, “‘what I think : if thee were to
wear thy spactacles over thy mouth for a
fe\v.m?'nthn, thy oyes would soon get well
-again,

DOING SCHETHING.

“I sce in this world,”—says Rev. John
Newton, “two heaps—one of human
happiness and one of misrey.  Now, if I
can take out the smallest bit from the
second and add it do the first, I carry o
point. If as I go home, a child has dropp-
ed a half-penny, and if, by giving it an-
‘other, I can wipe away its tears, I feel
that I have done something. I should be
glad, indeed to do great things, but I
will not neglect such little ones as this,”
These little things are what we all can
«do. Are you daily trying to do them?

DANGER CLIFF.

There was onco a geutleman, it was

|
|

3 and she found that 1 said, who was wealthy. He had a large

fanuly of beautiful children ; and ho lov-
ed his wife, and sonz, and danghters very
dearly ; and daily he would have his
coachman take them out to ride,

Away the, would go through country
and city. and forest and park. But near
onec of the pleasant drives there was a
deep chasm, and jts sides were rocky and
steep, so that to go too ncar it would be
almost certain death.

But the coachman would ofteu see how
very close he counld drive to the adge of
the abyss without dashivg hiy precious
loadl to destruction. This he continued
to do day after day, though he did not
mean any harm. He only wanted to
show how near he could cume to danger
and yet escape. But one day he came
just a little near, when in an instant he
becams dizzy as he looked down into the
dark chasm, and whirled from his high
seat and was gone. .

But horses, coach and family all escap*
cd, and came safely home.

Then another coachman must be found 3
and the gentleman sent word all about,
and advertized for a good, safe, skillful
man. And many came, and he questioned
eacl: Ly himself, in order to get the right
one.

“How near can you drive to Danger
Cliff’-—as that chasm was called—*‘with
out driving over ?” asked the gentleman
of the first who came.

“‘Ah, your honor, it's not every coach-
mar’ § 22t can do the likes o’ me.”  Sure,
I'vé . iven as near as your finger,s bridth
minuy's the time,“an’ ‘twas all the sim as
though ‘twas a mile or more. I've niver
hurt a hair o’ the hide,”

““‘You may pass oub,” was the answer.
“I do not wish your services.

Then came another, and he was asked
the same question about driving near the
chasm. And hesaid he ¢ould come with-
in six inches, but feared to go nearver.

“I do not wish you,” was said, and he
passed ouf, wondering how uear the gen-
tleman wanted his coachman to drive to
this place of danger.

- So they came and went till one answer-
ed :

“Sir, I think I ‘could drive very near,
even to the edge if necessary ; but I al-
ways meke it a point to keep as far away
as I can.”

“‘And you arve the very man I wish,
air. Keep far away from that and all
other dangers as you drive the ¢oach a-
bout the country. Remember, my fam-
ily is in your keeping, and for theirsakes
as well as your own, do not tako one visk
unless you must.”



Many's the boy whosnid :

“I'm not afraid to taste cider, or bewr,
or wine juat this once. I know where to
go and wheve not to go, and whab I can
stand. And I don’t need any pledge.
And if I want to smoke a cigar I can
smoke ono and there stop. And I can
read one bad hook and no more, if I set
my heart upon it. And I can spend an
hour with Jim Brown and not swear,
even if he does. What's the use of a fel-
low’s going to excess cvery time? Why
can't he have u little of these things, even
if they ave not quite so good, and stop
just where one wants to? ¥ u

Yes, but nine chances to one the boy
svill keop coming nearer aud nearer and
nearer to Danger Cliff, and then in an in-
stant his hean will whirl, and over he
will go, and disappear in darkness for-
ever.

Yes, brt who ever plunged over Dang-
er Cliff who kept as far away from itas
possible ?

Keep far away from every Danger
Cliff.—Pansy

THREE BAD BARGAINS,

Once 2 Sabbath school teacher remark-
<d that he who buys the truth males a
good bargain, and inquired if any scholar
recollected an instance in the Scripture of
a bad bargain. I do,” replied a boy :
“Esau sold his birthright for a mess of
pottage.” A second said : ¢ Judas made
a bad bargain when he sold his Lord for
thirty pieces of silver.” A third boy ob-
served : “‘Our Loxd tells us that he makes
a bad bargain who, to gain the whole
world, loses his own sounl.”

M. Maspero, director of the Mascum in
Bulak, which is national musenm of
E§ypb, near Cairo, has recently discover-
ed on the sight of ancient Thebes a sub-
terranean Kgoptic church of the fifth cen-
tury. The white stone walls are lined
with red inscriptions, which it iy expect-
ed will larfely increase our knowledge of
the early church,

A BRAVE LITTLE MEXICAN
GIRL.

Mr. NewtonPerkins gives thefollowing
account of a Mexican girl named Floren-
cia. Tomayao, who lives in the village of
Guantla.Morelos in Mexico. She had no
father, and as soon as she was oldenough

to help her in the field. n.
eard aman who was ;gatherin
crowd about him in the streetsand talk-
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ing to them. Drawn by curiosity, she
followed him, and heard him tell of a
goo man who had at one time lived on
the carth, and who was kind and forgiv-
ing to all his onemies, and died for all
sinners. It was the first time she had
heavd of the Saviour, and she eagerly fol-
lowed the missionary and heard him
preach until she, too, believed the Gospel
and became u» Christian.

Some monuths after this she again saw
the missionary. It was in the cemetery
ou the first of November, on which day
the Roman Catholics go to the graves of
their dead friends, and place on them
dishes full of meat, bread, fruit and wine,
belioving that in some way the dead will
be benefited by it. A great crowd had
gathered.  While Florencia was walk.
ing through the cemetery ghe saw her
friend, the missionary, addressing the
peoplo, and she stopped to listen. He.
was telling them that the dead needed no
offerings of meats and dinks, and that
Christians did not follow such customs,
Someone threw a stone athim and wound.
ed him. The others laughed, and some
bad men shouted, “Kill him ! kill him 1
and threw more stones till he was beaten
down to the ground. ‘

Florencia rushed through the crowd
and threw herself down upon the suffer-
ing, bleeding man, covering his head with
her arms ; the big stones intended for
him fell upon her and woundéd her, but
she clung coarageously to her friend
and shielded him, uumindful of her own
danger, and caring only to save his life.
In vain did they try to pull her away;
she held on with all her strength and cried
for help. Ina few moments help came;
for the gens d’armes drove the assailants
away, and took the missionary and little
Florencia, both bleeding and sore, to the
houseof friends, where they were careful-
ly nursed. But for this noble act of self-
sacrifice, the man would have been killed.
The bravery of this little peasant girl
alone saved him. She sympathized with
his suffering, and dared to help him at
the risk of ﬁer own life. .

G0 HONME, BOYS.

Boys, don’t hang around the corner of
the streets. If you have anything to do,
do it promptly, right off, then go home,
Home is the place for boys. About the
strect ecarners and at the stables they

earn to talk slang, and they learn to
swear, to smoke $obacce. and do many

other things which they ought not to'do.
Do your business and then go home.
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T your business is play, play and make &
business of it. I like to sce boys play
§ood, earncst, healthy games. If I was
he town I would give tho boys a good,
apacious playground., It should have

enty of soft greon grass, and trees, and
ountaing, and brond space to run and
jum]) and to play suitable games. I
would make it as pleasant, as lovely as it
could be, and I would give it to the boys
to play in, and when tﬁo play was ended
I would let them go home,

HOME POLITENESS.

} A boy who is polite to father and moth-
or is likely to be polite to everybody else.
A boy lacking politeness to his parents
may have the semblance of courtesy, bug
i nover truly polite in s; .rit, and isin
+danger, as ho becomes familiar, of betray-
ing his real want of courtesy. We are
all in danger of living too much for the
outside world, for the impressions which
we make in society, coveting the good
opinion of others and caring too little for
the good opinion of those who aroin a
sonse part of ourselves, and who will cou-
tinue to sustain and be interested in us,
notwithstanding these defects of deport-
ment and chatucter. We say to evory
boy and to every girl,"cultivate the habit
of courter y, 'nd proprioty at home—in
tho kitch. ¥ s well as in the parlor, and
you will be sure in other places to deport
yourself in a becoming and attractive
‘pagnner.,

THE FISHERMAN'SfPRAYER.

The fishermen of Brittany, so the story
goes, are wont to utter this simplepray-
or when they launch their boats upon the
deep : ‘“Koop me, my God ; my boat is
g0 small and Thy ocean is so wide.” How
touchingly beautiful the words and the
thought! Might not the same petition
bo uttered with as much directness every
morning and evening of our daily life—
“Keep me, my God : for my boatis so
small and Thy ocean is so wile”? Keop
me, my God, keep me from the perils
and temptations that throng around me
as I go about my daily duties. “My boat
is 8o small”—I am s0 wenk. 80 helpless, so
prone to wander, so forgetful of his lov-
ingfkindness ! I am tossed to and fro at
the mercy of the world; I am buffetted
about by sharp adversity, and driven be.
foro the storms of grief and sorrow. Ex-
cept Thou dost keep me I must perish.
XKeop me, my God, for “Thy ocean is so

wilde”—the journey is long. and the days
and the years are many. ~ “In Thee, O
Lord, do I put my trnst, Deliver me in
Thy righteousness.”

LOOXK O0UT rOR THE ROCKS,

A gontloman crosring tho English Chan-
nel stood near the helmsman, It wasa
calin and pleasant ovening, and no one
dreameil oF a possible danger to their
good shi?. But a sudden ﬂap;}?ing of a
sail, a3 if the wind had shifted, caught
the ear of the officer on wateh, and ho
sprang at once to the wheol, examining
closely tlhe compass.

“You are half & point off the course,”
he said sharply to the man at the wheel.
The deviation was corrected, and the offx-
cer returned to his post.

“«You must steer very accurately,” said
tho looker-on, ‘“when only half & point
is so much thought of.”

*9Ah | helf a point in many places
mi;(;iht bring us directly on the rocks,” he
said.

Bo it is in this life. Half & point from
strict truthfulness strands us above the
rocks of falsehood. Half a point from

erfect honesty, and we are steering right
or the rocks of crime. And so of all
kindred viees. The beginnings are al-
ways small  No one climbs $0 & sunm
at bound, but goes up one little stepa a
time. Children think lightly of what
they call small sins. These rocks do not
look so fearful to them.

———

When QueenRanavalano,ofMadagascar
embraced Christianity the uational idol
was two pieces of scarlet cloth, each a-
bout a couple of inches wide and a yard
long, with a bit of wood, the size of one’s
thumb, between them. The peoplo de-
clared this idol could not be burned when
the officers took it in hand. ¢‘Not if he
is & god,” said the ofilcers. When the
toy was in ashes the people sent to the
Queen to know what they should wor-
ship.

The little island of Atafu, in the South
Seas, is said to bc the only purely Chris-
tian country in the world. Every adult
on the island is & member of the church
on confession of faith.

Galveston has & vigilance committeo
thatthreatens to make the climate of
Taxes warm for gamblers,
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.
Presbytery of Pictou.

The Presbytery of Pictou met at New
Glasgow on_the st inst. There were
present besides the Moderator, Mr, Stew-
art. Messrs R, Laird, It. A McCurdy, A.
McLean Sinclair, R, Cumming, E, Scott,
A, W, McLeod, and J. L. George minis-
ters, and Messrs Alex. Grant, George
Munro and John Dunbar, rulingelders.
Dr. Patterson was also present as a cor-
responding member.

Thhe following minute with reference to
Mr. Goodfellow was adopted.

“Inromoving the name of the Rev. P.
Goodfellow from their Roll, the Presby-
tovy of Pictou desire to place on Reoord
the following minute with reference to
his life and labours,

Mr. Goodfellow was born at Belfast,
Ontario, on the 24th of June, 1822, He
received his early education at the Gram-
mar school of Bond Head, took his course
#n Arts at University College, Toronto,
and studied Theology at the U. P. Col-
loge of the same city.

After completing his curticulun{, and
receiving License he was ordafned and in-
ducted into the pastoral charge of the con-
gregation of Widder and Lake Road, On-
tario, Jan, 26th 1852, About nine years
later he came to Nova Scetia, and was
gettled in Antigonish in July 1872, of
which congregation he continued to be
pastor till his death, October 30th, 1883.

During his eleven years ministry with-
in the bounds of this Presbytery, Mr.
Woodfellow commanded the entire confi-
dence, and secured the warm affection of
all his brethren. e preached the Gos-
pel with simplicity, fidelity, and earnest-
ness, always aiming at commending
the truth to every man’s conscience in
the sight of God.  He taught his people
{rom house to house with freat diligence,
and though often struggling with pain
and weakness he persisted till near the
closo of his life in the faithful discherge
of all his J)astoral duties. He was dis-
tinguished for his fidelity and skill in

rsonel dealing with all who were under

er his ministry, and it is believed that he
'was singularly suceessful in guiding in-
quirers into the way of peace.

He was highly esteemed as a member
of Presbytery, not only for his wisdom
as a counsellor but also jfor his readiness
to aid in the public work of the church.

In recording their appreciation of his
worth as & man and as & minister of the
Gospel, the Presbytery would at the same

timo express thelr deop sympathy with
his family aud congregation in their be-
reavement; and they would carnestly
“‘comumend them to God and to thoe word
of His grace.”

In his removal, almost in the prime of
his life, they would recognize the voice of
the Master, loudly summoning them to
greater activity, and impressively remind-
ing them anew that ‘‘tho night cometh
when no man can work.”

A call from the cengregation of Scots-
burn and Saltsprings, signed by 165 com-
municants and fifteen adhearents, and ad-
dressed toRev. Alox.Sutherland of Ripley,.
Ontario, was sustained, and necessary
steis taken to have it brought to an issue.

committee consisting of Messrs Sin-
clair, Laird and McCurdy was appointed
to consider what alterations should bs re-
commended tothe Assembly's Committee,
appointed to revise the ¢‘Book of Forms,”
with instructions to report at the next
meeding of Presbytery, the members be-
ing requested to forward to the commit--
tee immediately, any suggestions which
they may wish to make.

The xeport of the Treasurer showed
that all the sessions within the bounds:
bad made their annual contributions to
the Presbytery Fund.

The Committees appointed to examine
Session Records already on the able re-
ported. With reference to the Records:
which have not yet been produced, it was:
ngreed to appoint a Committee of which
Mr, Donald 18 Convener; to instruct the
sessions concerned ¢o forward their Re-
cords to Mr. Donald immediately, so
that the Committee may examine them.
and report to the next regular meeting of
Presbytery.

The following Presbyterial Committees
were appointed:—

Statistics,~Mr. J. 8. Carruthers, Con.,
Messrs R. Laird and John Ross.

Sabbath Schools.—Mr. Alex. McLean,
Con., and Messrs. John D. Dunbar, and:
Alex. Grant.

State of Religion.—Mr. Donald, Con.,.
and Messrs, J. S. Carruthers, Howard’
Primrose and John Ross.

Temperance.—Mr. R. Cumming, Cou.,.
Messrs. Wm. Stewart, Robert Fraser,
and George I Stewart.

It is expected that Sessions will send
in their reports on these subjects to the
Conveners of these Committees, respge-
tively as soon as possible, and it was or-
dered that reports on statistics be for-
warded to the Clerk before the Middlé of
February, :

Mr. Thompson was appointed to supply-
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Glenelg on the Gih and 13th iwst., and
Antigonish on the 20th and 27th.

Tho Presbytery adjourned to mect at
Westville for visitation of the congrega-
tions, and other business, on the first
Tuesday of February, at 6.30 o'clock, p.
m. Mr. Donald wasappointed to preack
on that ¢ceasion.

E. A. McCuxvy, Clerk

Presbytery of Halifax.

On Tuesday Dec, 18th the Presbytery
of Halifax met at Canard Church, Corn-
wallig, for the ordination and induction
of Mr. William Dawson, B. D. The at-
tendance wassmall, there being only three
ministers and two elders present. The
congregation was well represented, and
the services, which lastedtwo hoursand a
half, were appropriate & impressive. Mr.
Dawson was cordially welcomed by the
people, who after a vacancy of fifteen
months avc glad to see their own pastor.

Canard is quite an old crngregation in
one of the best parts of the ccuntry. Its
membership though not large is intelli-
gent.  There is room for growth, as there
13 & goodly number of young people in the
place, Mr. Dawson has therefore a fair
field in which to work. And as the people
areready to co-operate with him it is hop-
ed and believed that Presbyterianism
will be revived and consolidated under
his ministry. -
With Mr. Logan at Kentville, Mr. Ross
at Canard, the Presbytery bag reason to
believe that a brighterday is dawning for
Presbyterianism in Kings County.

AvLLAN Simpso¥, Clerk

Presbytery of Sydney.

The Presbytery of Sydney met at Bou-
larderie on the 2Sth Nov., for visitation
and gencral business. The pastor, Mr.
Drunmnond, gave a report respecting the
gpiritual and finanical condition of the
congregation, whichshowed the two see-
tions to be in a very hoalthy state. The
Presbytery was particularly gratificd to
find that a most praise-worthy effort was
being put forth for the erection of two
uew churches in the congregation. The
lower section has concluﬁed a contract for
a large new church, nearly the whole
amount of the contract being subseribed
by themselves.  The upper section also
is abuut building a new church. Here
difficulties haveariseu respecting the site
for the new church, in consequence of
which the sessionasked the Presbytery to
settle the matter in dispute by ﬁyxing oa

the site. The congregation by u vote of
4 to 1 agreed to abide by the decision of
Presbytery in the matter. Thereupon the
Preshytery after discussion and careful
deliberation agreed that tho site of the
new church be at or near the Cross Roads
I3 miles west of the old church.

Mr. McMillian repor'ted that he had
fulfilled his appoint ment to Loch Lomond
and Framboise and that these congrega-
tions had agrozd and arranged to puy all
arrears duc their pastor by the first of
January next.

Thefollowing Committees wereappoint-
ed : On the State of Religion, Revs. A.
Farqubarson (convener), and J. McDon-
ald and A. D* McGillivary, M. D. On
Temperance, Messrs. Murray (convener),
Sutherland aud McLennan.  On Sabbath
Schools, Messrs. Forbes (convener), Mur-
ray and McMillan . On Statistics, the
Clerk (conveuner), Messrs. Farquharson
and Drummond.

Adjourned to meet on the 19th Feb.,
at 7.30 p. m., at North Sydney, and on
the 20th. at Little Brasd, Or,at 11 a.m.,
and Sydney Mines, at 7 p. m., for visita-
tion and general business.

G. L. Gordon, Clerk,

Preshytery of Lunenburg and
Shelburne.

The presbytery of Lunenburg and Shel-
burne, met at Shelburne, on Thursday,
the 20th Dec., for the induction of Rev.
James Rosborough,

In the absence of the Moderator, and
Mr. Simpson, Clevk, pro. fem. After Mr.
McLean’s reportin reference toserving the
Edict, and having given an opportunity
to offer objections to lifeand doctrine, the
Presbytery proceeded avith the induction
services. Mr. Crawlord preached from
Eph. iv, ii, narrated the steps in coanec-
tion with the call to Mr. Rosborough, put
the questions of the formula, and offered
inducticn prayer. Mr. Simpson address.
ed the minister and Mr. McLean the peo-
ple. At theclose the peoplo tendered a
hearty welcome to their minister as they
retired from thechurch. We congratulate
the Shelburne congregation on securing
the services of a pastor of Mr. Rosbo-
rough's ability and experience. We have
great confidence that in his hands the in-
terests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom will
not suffer.  That the tie formed may be
greatly blessed by God, is our eazrnest
prayer.

The Preshytery adjonrned to meet at
Mahone Bay, on the second Tuesday of
Feburary, at 2. 30 o'clock, p. m.

1. S. Simesox, Clerk, pro, tem.
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The Catechistat LockErORT AND EasT
JorpaN sends the following report:—-

I have very little to ad-l, in this :eport
in addition to what is already before you.
The petition which is before Preshytery,
showa clearly that the peopleare desirous
of forming a separate congrogation, and
with the belp of the Supplement asked
are ready for a minister. In this they
have taken in my humble opiuion, the
only steps which can secure their exis
tence as Presbyterians. 'They have strug-
gled hard and have held their ground
manfully, but they are being out num-
bered, ‘Lo support them and help their
g}owth they want the constant influence
of o permanent pastor. They ask for a
large Supplement it is true,—the cost of
living being high, but I believe judging
from the energy and earnestness shown
this summer they will be able in a short
time to do with less, perhaps be self-sup-
porting. At Lockeport tho location of
the church is quite a drawback to pro-
gress, but a new church in a more con-
venient location is only & question of
short time, At Last Jordan a church
building is started, every denomination
helping. I think that by giving that sec-
tion a permanent sup(})ly no other denom-
ination will be needed Ours was the
only sevvice held here this summer. 1n
the section there are in all about 20 fam.
ilies, ours numbering 12, all of whom I
visited, receiving from them 2 cordial
welcome. At Lockeport we mumber a-
bout 32 families all of whom I visited
several times. Everywhere 1 was receiv-
ed with the veriest kinduess not only
from our own people but from all the
denominations. At Lockeport there was
a Sabbath school. At East Jordan I
started oneand it is doing well. I start-
ed at Lockeport a prayer meeting whi:h
was well attended, and which I hope will
be continued. All the services were well
attended, and the people very attentive.
Lockeport is a growing town, possessing
an unusual amount of enterprise and en-
ergy. I donot know a field in our pro-
vince whreh possesses so many attrac-
tions to a young man of the proper sort—
possessing common prudence and a rea-
sonable amount of godly energy. Ihave
left them hopeful, and I trust that be-
fore long God may send to them the prop-
er man.

In tho report from DorcuzsTER, RocK™
LAND, PETITCODIAC AND SALISBURY, Wo
read:—

“I spent most of my time during the
past few months in Dorchester, where T
am happy to say there were evidences o

increasing interesu in  spivitual things,
We had six additions to our church hore,
and four in the other stations on a pro-
fession of faith ; and two others had de-
cided to como forward but were preven-
ted bv unforseen circumstences. Most
of our TNockland people have been com-
pelled tv go away from home to seek work,
as the stone quairy in which they once
laboured is no longer operated, and ship-
building has gone down very much. 1In
Petitcodiac also our church has suffered
some loss by the cxodus of a number of
our members and adherents. Our courso
is not strong in any part of the field, yet
we have among our numbets some earn-
est Christian men and women, and there
is opportunity for plenty of work. 1In
all the stations there are numbers who
do not go to any church, and who might
eventually be brought in if they were at-
tended to.

Regarding the station of Graxp FaLrs
the Catechicts tells us:—

I found this field sadly neglected, and
no spiritual life or intercst among the
people, but I am thankful to say that
there is now an awaking and a spirit of
inquiry, many are seeking the Lord. The
field is an exceedingly interesting and
promising one but nceds care and culti-
vation. I have great hopes for the future,
both among the Protestants as well as a-
mong the French Romanists. We have
a flourishing Sabbath School and enter-
tain bright hopes of the children and
youth, some of which are secking the
saviour. May God water the seed sown
in our weakness, to him be all the glory.

RerorT FrRoM CARDIGAN, DUNDAS, &c.

Report of misgionary labour in Cardi-
gan, Dundsa, WWoodville, Little Funds,
and New Caledonia in the Presbytery of
P. E. Island for two months viz, Beptem-
ber and October 1883, according to ap-
pointment.

To the Moderator and other members
of the Presbytery of P. E, Island in con-
nection with the Presbyterian Church of
Canada. .

According to your api))Oini...xent I con-
tinued laboaring in  Dundas and Car-
digan duving the month of September.
During this period I have been uninter-
ruptedly permitted to hold service every
Sabbath day,—in Dundas in the morning
at 11 o'clock, and in Cardigan in the
evening at 3 o'clock, P. 31. The atten-
dance and attention to these services
wero Loth encouraging and satisfactory.
There wus an evident desire manifested
among the young as well as the aged to
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acquaint themselves with the great truths
-of salvation. Besides the duties of the
Sabbath I held weekly prayermeetings in
different localities of the two congrega-
tions which were well attended. f ofso
availed myself of the privilege of visiting
tho sick and the afflicted, together with
other families of our church, and others
in the congregations.

In the begining of October I proceeded
to Woodville, &c. as instructed and con-
tinued labouring in Woodville, Little
Sands and Caledonia durning the month
of October. I held services every Sab-
bath day, in the morning at 11 o’clock in
Woodville, and every alternate Sabbath
evoning in Little Sands and Caledonia.
‘The attendance and attention given to
there services in their places were most
-encouraging. I also asin the other con-
gregations held weekly meetings in differ-
ont places of the congregations were
well attended and encouraging, together
with visiting the sick and other families
of our church in these places.

As to the amount of good which my
fceble efforts in the service of the Lord
bave done in these congregations, Ido
aot feel disposed to say anything, but
trust that thoy will Le blessed by the
great Head of the Church.

The congrogations have paid me full
for September and October, and also for
previous services given in my former re
port, ending 315t August, 1883.

THAT THIEF “TO-MORROW.”
By Rev. THeoDORE L. CUTLER.

Proceastination is not ouly a thief of
time, it is a thief that robs us of many
of our noblest impulses and sweetest sat-
isfactions. An opportunity is offered us
of doing a generous deed, or relieving a
cave of sufferitg, The heart is meltod,
and then is the time to give. *‘Bis dat
quicito de:.* But a sly imp wl\iS{)ers
“Don‘t be ina hurry ; to-morrow will be
time enough:” the warm impulse cools
off, and the thing is either never done at
all, or elze dune so tardily that it looses
half its grace.  Two wrongs are inflicted.
First we wrong the person or the good
cause that wa felt such a generous im-
pulse to help.  Secondly, we ~vronyg our
solves out of a delightful satisfaction, and
do a violenee to our better nature.

A hwnan heart is like metal: it can
only be moulded while it is melted ; to
thrust cither of thum into a cold bath,
wakes them unmallezble. To kil ano-
Lle impulse by Jdelay, is 2 sin. Itis a

terrible thing to habituate ourselves ton

rocess of hardening the heart, and noth-
ing hardens it more effectually than te
let a noble and righteous impulse coal
down without being put on ({)tactice. ‘“Say
not to thy friend ‘Go and come again,
and to-morrow 1 will give,’ when thou
hast it by thee.! If wo have it by us,
why put the friend off! ¢To-morrow”
is commonly the straight road to tho new.
er. If the heart does not act while itis
warm, it is not likely to act after it has
been kept in the frigid atmosphere of
delay.

My experience has been that weo almost
always do our best deeds on the spur of
the moment. In deciding questions that
belong entirely te theregion of the un-
derstanding, and demand long study, de-
liberation is wise. But in all questions
of ethics, the first judgment, the instine-
tive answer that leaps ug instantly, is
usually the right one. onscience an-
swers quickly : pray don’t try to twist
her first ready response, or torture her
into the opposite opinion. Generous em-
otions speak quickly also, and strong :
carry them out while you are in the mood,
If you have wounded the feclings of an-
other, make the prompt, hearty apology
while you feel tender and contrite; as
sure as youa put it off until to morrow,
some sly devil will make you believe that
apoloyies are humiliating, or that you
wore pot 57 far in the wrong after all.
If you have the opportunity given youn to
spesk a timely word for the good of an-
other’s soul, speak it; the opgortunity
may pot come again, or if it does, yoa
may not be in the right frame to utter it.
I an ready to confess that the best words
or deeds that God has ever moved me te
say or do, have been from obeying first
impwses. Nearly all the worst blunders
have come from tampering with good in-
tentions, or freezing them to death by
delay. It isin this way that we Chris-
tians “‘grieve the Spitit.” He ia the mov-
er often of these blessed impulses. To
kill them by procrastination hardens the
heart. If in another world I can ever
catch “‘to-morrow,” I shall want to
scourge him with a whip of scorpions.

And so will many a lost sinner who has
let ““to-morrow” rob him of heaven. 8o
will you, my still unconverted friend, if
you die in your sins.  “Give me thy
heart,” and in return His will be a gift
of eternal life.  Salvation is not all get-
ting, and getting for nothing—as some
flashy exhorters often assert in revival
meetings. It is the giving of your hearts
and your time and purposes and your ali
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to Jesus, You have had bleszed seasons
when your heart was melted by His love
and softened into patience, and the Spirit
stirred you to the glorious impulse to
give youvself right up to Jesus. Then
was the time to do it. It was the accept-

ed time for you to accept the Saviour®

But that arch-tempter Procrastination,

persuaded you to say “Gonow, and come
again’to-morrow,” when thou hast cvery-
thing by thee. The facultios were they
right by, you, the opportunity was there,

ard the melted heart and the Divine
Spirit was by you also, pressing you up
towards the great decizion. But alas!
delay killed everything. God said to you

“to-day”’; but your foolish, guilty heart
replied to Him *‘to-morrow.”

» I often think of the illustration of the
beautiful dove which flew into the chim-
ney. A few prompt, strong flaps of the
wing would have carried it out into the
air and the sunshine. But it fluttered’
down into the darix sooty flue, and soon,

blinded and suffocated by the smoke, it
dropped into the ilames of the grate be-
neath, Thisis a vivid picture of a hu.
man soul. If you will make the quick,

strong effort of obedience to the call of
Christ, you may rise heavenward. The
help, the grace, the strength are offered
you. But if you do not obey Him quick-
1y, you will find yourself sinking into the
darkness and blinding delusions which
will-end in the flames of remorse. This
is the way that millions have sunk into

the fires that are never quenched.

~ Let us set it down then, that all good

impulses grow weaker and die by decay.

Sin grows strenger at every victory.

Under double process the heart hardens
towards God. In these wintry days the
sun looses its power, and the earth frees-
es rapidly as it draws towards sunset.

Time is not in your favor in the great
matter of securing your salvation; it ie
against you. To-day Christ will save you
if you accept Him.  But as Dr. Cheever
has forcibly said; <“Faith in to-morrow in-
stead of christ, is the devil’s decoy-net to
perdition.”

‘We are all now standing on the crumb-
ling edge of another year that will soon
disappear into the occan of cternity, It
is o good time for “new departurcs,” for
Christions to lay Lold of dutics that lie
nearest them, and for backsliders to re-
turn to their “first love.” In these Christ-
mas days you may have a Saviour born in
your own soul, my friend, if you will
give your heart to him. Then indeed
willyou know what it is to have such a
*happy New Year” as you never knew
before.

Europe.

A Wholdensian church has lately been
opened in Rome.

The Sunday-school work is making
grand progress in Germany, especially in
Berlin.

At Spives an unknown benefactor has
given 200,000 marks for & Protestant
Cathedral there.

The population of Bavaria is about five
millions, of whom three-fourths are Rom-
an Catholics,

The utter and total collapse of the Pro-
testant Church of Geneva 1s one of the
saddest of ecclesiastical events,

Bull-fights absorb the Sunday evenings
in Nimes, and pilgrimages enliven various
cities and shrines in Fiance,

There are seven places of worship in
Rome where the Gospel in Italian is free-
ly preached. An eighth isin course of
erection.

The Free Church?Presbytery oi Italy
has acquired a site upon which to erect a
church close to the Palazzo Barbe-iri in
Rome. A floating Bethel is to be bwilt at .
Leghorn.

As the result of Waldensian Missions
in Italy nearly 500 new members have
been added to the Church of Christ dur-’
the past year, and these are mainly from
tbe Church of Rome.

The British, American, and Belgian
consuls at Milan, Italy, appeal in the
London “Times” for funds to build a
church there to accommodate English and
American students and artisans.

Two of the Methodist missionaries in
Norway have been brought before the
courts accused by clergyman of the State
Church, and fined for receiving members
into their church,

The Church of England Temperance
Society celebrates its twenty-fifth anniver-
sary this year. All the bishops, several
thousands of the clergy, and 432,672 mem-
bers are now enrolled.

The Czar's coronation decree granting -
liberty of worship to cissenters affects .
only 1,000,000 of so-called registered dis-
senters. There are 14,000,000 still un-
relieved of their religious disabilities.

A remark made some time ago since by
Mr. Spurgeon, that he considered the
Scotch people owed much of their-
strength of character to the regard paid
to the Bock of Proverbs, has led a French

.

-Christian to print and circulate widely a .

copy of the Proverbs of Solomon, as an-
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antidote to the lax morality which now
obtoing in France.

Mr. McAll recently opened hiseightieth
mission ball in France. There were, in
April, 1880, scarcely wmore than half this
number in operation, so that, in the
short space of three years, the nuinber of

ospel halls hag been all but doubled.
%Io.ny more could be opencd, were men
and means at disposal of the Committee.
There aro nnw thirty-three of theso halls
in Paris alone. At the one recently open-
ed, two hundred were present,

It is a noteworthy point that the Wal-
denses are now putting forth an_effort to
reoccupy tle old ground in Calabria from
which they bhad been driven three hund-
red years ago. Signor Pons, whose fore-
fathers werc among the few that escaped
massacre, visited the old scenes last sum-
mer. He found a remnant of the old col-
ony peoplo speaking the dialect of An-
grogna, wearihg the same dress, havng
the same manners and customs, retaining
the old tiaditions, and proud of their
Piecdmontese origin. He spoke to them
inthe Angrogna dialect and was perfectly
understood.  ‘They would exclaim, ““He
is our brother; he comes froms the coun-
iry of our people.” They remember the

ersecutions to which their people had
Beon subjeeted, “They have a strong av.
ersion to cenfession.  Signor Pons is en
gaged in an effort to rekindle the old five,

United States.

Philadelphia haseighty-five institutions
thet care for neglected and dependent
children.

In the late clections in Connecticut. 94
of the 167 towns in the Land of Steady
Habits voted “No Licenge,”

A wealthy young lady of New York
is about to bwld, at the cost of $10.000, a
churchin Plymouth, N. H., for the Hold-
ernees Schol for Boys. She will also
furnish avd pay for thecare of the edifice.

Two boys in Milwaukee, Wis., who
were recently arrested for shooting & car-
driver and attempting to steal the cash
box, have confessed that they were ad-
dicted to dime novel reading; &and drew
their inspivation from this evil source.

The Rev. Jacob Freshman, son of o
sonverted Jewish Rabbi, with three as-
tistants, converts from Judaism, one of
them uephew of a Jerusalom Rabbi, is
earncatly sngaged in preaching Christ

from day to dey among the 80,000 Jows
of New York.

The American Presbyterian Church has
now a hundred congregations in Mexico,
and several good schools ; also ten native
preachers, and four more ready fer ordin-
ation. The missionaries there are work-
ing with great wisdom and’ consecration,
and they should have the prayers and
abundant aid of all who love the truth,

Fanmy B. Ward writes from Saltillo
that, at whatover. hour 2 person dies in
Mexico, it is customary to appoint the
funeral just twenty-four hourslater. Most
of the funeral ceremonies in Mexico aro
performed at night no women being per-
mitted to attend.

The Presbyterien Church in the Umt-
ed States of America, . e. the church in
the northern States, is by far the largest
in the great Presbyterian family, havin
on its roll, no less than 5218 ministers,
The contributions of this Church last
year for Home Missions amounted to
£582,350; for Foreign Missions, $501,493,

Britain.

Mr. Holder, the new Mayor of Liver-
pool, is a Presbyterian.

The society for promoting Christian
knowledge is preparing & revised Gaelic
version of the Scriptures,

Accordingtothe Mayor of Birmingham,
there are no less than 10,000 men in the
adult Sunday-schools of that town.

“The Flying Roll” is the very latest re-
ligious sect started in England, the mem-
bers of which claim to be the latter house
of Israel.

The Duke of Westiminster, one of the
largest property owners iu London, will
rot allow intoxicating liquors to be sold
in any premises rented from him,

The new Lord Mayor of London dec-
Jines to take out bis state carriages and
liveries on Sunday because it wouid give
work to his servants, and he wishes them
to bave a day of rest. .

The London Presbytery is considering
how to grapple with the poorer districts
of the great metropolis, Two churchs in
needy localities, Southwark and St. Gile's
are now pastorless,

As the result of a conference of repre-
eentatives of the various churches in Kil-
mainock, the observance of Sacrament
Fast-days will in future be discontinued,
Thiel eaae step has been taken at Mother-
well.
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Rioting broke out lately in Wexford,
Ireland, apd the mob made a bonfire of
2ll the Bibles and hymns-books they conld
find. Ono Protestant was carried down
totheharbourand wasabout being drown-
ed, when some respectable Catholics in-
torfered aud saved him.

In 1831, when the population of Lon-
don was a little more than a million and
half, there were 31,563 apprehensions for
drnnkenness ard disorderly conduct. In
1882, witha population which hasincreas-
ed to 4,990,952, theapprehensions had fal-
len to 26,296.

Asia.

Methodist Bible-school children are
raising money to pay for a steam Mission
yacht to be used on the Yang-tse-kiang
river in China.

The revival in Japan is still going on-
At Okayama thirteen applied for admiss
ion to Mr.Cary’s(Congregational) church
on the first Sunday in October.

Tho census of missions to betaken next
year will, it is said, show an increase of
200,000 Christians in India, Ceylon and
Burrimh for the last ten years—500,000
in all.

Within two months the inhabitants of
three Christian villages in the Telugu
country have been deprived of all work by
their heathen masters, simply because
they would not labour on the Sabbath.
These people give the brighest and best
of their suns and daughters to the service
of Christ.

Oceania.

It is proposed to replace the missionary
brig, the Movning Star; by a steam vessel
if $50°000 can be raised.

The Hawaian law prohibiting China-
men from coming to the islands has been
repealed,and 3000 Chinese Jabourers have
recently contracted for theirpassage there,

The Wesleyans, Primitive Methodists,
ond Bible Christians of New Zealand are
considering a plan of union like that of
the Methodists of Canada.

During the year I832 the native Christ-
ians of the Savage Islands have contribut-
ed, mostly in produce, 9547/, giving 60
261. to the London Missionary Society,
which has charge of that field. Thisfrom
a body of less than 6000 adherents—a re-
sult which is rarely surpassed.

NOT ALONE.

We do not labor alone. However fee-
ble our hands that Mighty Hand is laid
on themto direct their movements and to
lend strength to their weakness, Tt is,
not our speech which will secure results,
but His presence with our words, which
shall bring itabout that even through
them a great number shall believe and
turn to the Lord. "Thereis our encour-
agement when we are despondent. There
is our rebuke when we are self-confident, .
‘There is our stimulus when we are indo-
lent. There is our quietness when we are
impatient. If we are tempted to think
our task heavy, let us not forget that He
who set it helps us todo it, and from His
throne shares in all our toils—the Lord
still, as of old working with ug., If ever
we feel that our strength is nothing, and
that we stand solitary against many foes,.
let us fall back upon the peace-giving
thought that one man against the world,
with Christ to help him, is always in the
majority ; and let us leave the issues of
our work in His hands, who will guard
the seed sown in weakness, and whose.
smile will bless the springing thereof,—
A. Maclaren.

—

CROSSES.

What the woof is to the warp, crosses
ave to the character. Without the form.
er, the latter is nothing but limp lines of
thread without strenzth, without useful
ness, without susceptibility of being mad,
beautiful. But when crossed by the woo
it becomes cloth fit for various uses, andf
capable of receiving 2, finish and an or-
namentation which transforms it into a
thing of beauty.

In like manner a man’s character is
limp, weak, unreliable, and unattractive.
until it has been subjected to many tests
and trials.  These, like the woof, cross
and re-cross oue’s natural tendencies un-
til resistance to evil begets strength, en-
durance, growth and moral beauty.

Why, then, should one fret against.
ong,s crosses ? They are painful, vex-
atious, hard to be borne sometimes ; but,
what are these ills, which are but for a
moment, when compared with the ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory with
which they are to be rewarded when the .
last one has been overcome ? The brilli-
ants in one’s eternal crown will be the.
crosses of one’s present life crystallized in_
the love and light of Heaven.—~Zion’s,
Herald.
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WHAT ONE WOMAN DID FOR
JAPAN.

In 1880the prisons of Kioto held an un-
usual number of political prisoners, taken
during the vebellion of the island of
Kushu, Many of them were high in rank
and and honour among their coutrymen.
A few had been pardoned, many had been
executed, while a large number were held
ag prisoners for a term of years. Much
of the pablic work of the city then was,
and is still, accownplished Ly gangs of
prisoners under overseers.

In a remote part of Kioto, an earnest,
gifted woman had gathered a girls' school
and home, Eager of heart, alert, wise but
wary, her noblepresence had won its way,
with the men and women of Japan, in
quarters that were inaccessible to others,
“‘More work for Jesus,” was her watch-
word ; and this is what happened to her.
One duy, at morning worship, a gang of
prisoners filed into the yard, and began
cuttingthegrassintheinclosure. The girls
worao just singing theirsweethymns, ¢‘Jes-
us, I my cross have taken,” and ¢ I'm
glad I'm in this army,” and the unusual
words and tones arvested the prisoner’s
ears, all unaccustomed to such sounds, in
thenr own language. Cautiously they
crept nearer and nearer to the piazza, till
the teacher stepped forward, asking them
all to enter. Eagerly they climb the steps
and are soon with in the walls; a strange
sight for a girl’s school,—the overseer
with his lash and sword, and these sad-
faced men with their clanking chains,
But the songs ring out again their glad
welcome, and the organ peels forth its
sweet tones; then the old, old story is
read from the Gospel of Mark.

“That is & strange tale. We would
like to hear more of it,” say they, slowly
filing out.

‘‘Come again, come again ! you are
welcome,” responds the bright-eyed wo-
man, with a silent prayer. So, as the men
were brought for two or three days into
the same vicinity, the scene wasrepeated
with increasing interest.

Aftera few weeks a request was sent
from the prision for a Christian teacher ;
and this strong, brave woman went forth
fearlessly ypder guard of an officer of law,
if not to preach, at least to speak to those
souls in prison. Once only, but mark the
result. Months after, when some of these
men were released and returned to their
homes in Kushu, they carried the preci-
ous seed dropped into their hearts from
the girls’school ; and, by and by thera

ame g pleading call for o missionary to

be sent, who, responding to, thejcall,
found & church, all but in name,—a wait-
ing company of beliovers hungering tofbe
t&ﬂght of the Lord. PR VO e v b

*“In the morning sow thy Isced, and
at evening withhold not thy haund, for
thou knowest not which_ shall prosper,
either this or that ! ” Loyt

Does not ¢ what this woman hath done”
deserve to be told as a,;memorial of her in
all lands ?

b ye—
“

The congregation offCarletonand Che-
bogue in the County of Yarmouth though
comprising but 30 families, is exceeding-
ly loyal to the church. Though now va-
cant they are exceedingly anxious to) se-
cuve the services of another pastor. }In
few of our congregations is the ordinauce
of praise so well observed.

- 8t, Peter’s, C. B., torms u amall section
of the Grand River congregation. Though
weak, consisting of but 17 families, yet
they are rising in the scale of liberality.
Tha erection of a church is now being con-
siderad.

When Benjamin Parsons was dying a
{riend asked him, ‘‘How areyou to day?”
He answered, “My head is resting very
sweetly on three pillows—Infinite Power,
Infinite Love, and Infinite Wisdom.”
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GRAND COLLECTIONS.

It is said that a New York pastur took
a home missionavy collectionin his church
one day, a few years ago, that amounted
to fourteen thousand and some hundreds
of dollars, and it was reported in the pap-
ers next morning as the largest l)late-co -
cection that was ever taken in New York
or anywhere olse, prehaps. The next
Sunday he said to his people, “Iamgorry
the notice of that collection got into the
papers. It may seem like boasting. And,
1.s$ thore should beany boasting on the
art of the congrogation, I will tell you
wow it was,  Ten thousand dollars were
given by one man’ and two thousand by
another, and five hundred cach by four
others, and two hundred cach by two or
three others, and that leaves only about
three hundrea dollars for all of this great
congregation ; and that, certainly, is no-
thing to be proud of.” That is justabout
the style of giving in a very large partof
our churches ; the sums ave smaller, bub
the proportions arc the same. From
four to ten persons give eighty,per cent,
or nintey per cent of what is contributed
—not because they have eighty per cent
ovninty per cent of the means for giving
but because they have hearts to give. Ex-
amine your church collections, and seo if
it be not so.  If all gave as few do, our
ood works would be largely increased.—
Standard of the Cross.

————

“COME HOME.”

A poor woman lost her only daughter
in the vicious whirlpool depth of London
life. The givl left a pure home, to be
drawn into the gulf of guilty misery and
abandonment. The mother, with a break-
ing heart, went to Dr. Bernardo, and tel-
ling him the story asked if he could help
to find the lost one. The genial Doctor
said ¢

““Yes, I can ; get your photograph tak-
en, a good many copies, write un-
der the picture ‘Come home,’ and send
them to me.”

The Doctor sent the photographs to the
g n-palaces, music-halls, and other places
which wretched outcasts ave in the hahit
of frequenting, and got them hung in
conspicuous places. One night the girl
with some companions in sin, as she en-
tered one of these dens of iniquity, saw
her mother’s carter Struck with astonish-
ment, she looked closely at it, and saw
the invitation written beneath. T'o whom
was it addressed? To her? Yes. She

saw: by that token that she was forgiven,
and that night she retarned to her moth-
er’s arms just as sho was, This is God’s
loving cry to every wanderer. ‘‘Come
home 1" and there is a loving welcome,
full of sweetest forgiveness, for all who
cheerfully respond to it.

CHINA.
PROFESSING CHRIST UNDER DIFFICGLTIES,

The Rev. Grainer Hargreaves, of the
V. M. 8., reports the baptism of a young
convert at Shun Kwan, Canton, and the
perseeution which has followed, He
says s —

“We recently bap&izcd a young man
who so far has given ds great encourage-
ment and great solicitude. His parents
have threatened him in all sorts of ways;
his relatives have sworn they would kill
him. He was an opium smoker before
he became a member of our church, and
had arranged to go into partnership with
& man, who, upon hearing that he had
become a Christian, would have nothing
move to do with him.  His mother has
locked up his clothes and his shoes in or-
der to prevent his coming to the chapel ;
she has told that she reckons him dead,
and tells him to get out and neverreturn,
the other day she refused for a whole
day to give him anything to eat; but
neitherthreats,nakedness,norhungerhave
prevailed.  He still boldly testifies to
Christ’s saving power. At first persuas-
ion was tried, and his mother said,
“Well, you may believe if you like, bnt
don't talk to other people.” His mother
says, when he reminds her that he is a
more dutiful sonnow than he was before,
that she would rather he smoked opinm,
gambled, went to housesof ill-fame,or did
anything, rather than become a Chris-
tian. Suchzwords from a mother to an
only son, yea, her only child, make one’s
blood run cold. Can any imagine the
devil going further than such a mother?
It desecrates a sacred name to call’such a
being a mother. Young Wong (age a-
bout twenty-four) saw the temptation,
and has boldly resisted and overcome. So
far all is encouraging ; but the untold in-
fluences that are brought to bear upon a
professing Christian in China, and especi-
ally one moving in middleclass society,
as Wong does, sometimes make us fear
and tremble. We try in all ways to en-
courage and strengthen him, and then
commit him into the hands of God. May
God keep him !
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REGULATING THE ELEPHANT.
Everybody had heard that the great

CLEFT FOR ME,

One of the ‘“Jubileo singm‘s,

”

s stud-

clephaut was loose, and soveral families ; ent of Fisk University, was on a steamer
whose gardens bo had torn upand whose | that took fire. He had presenceofmind to
boys he had trampled upon were certain | fix lifo-presorvors on himsolf and wife;
of it. There was great excitement, and | but in the agony of despair when all on
tho town hold o meeting to decide what | board were trying to save themsolves,

should be done,

Tirey did not want to | some one dragged off from his wifo the

cxtorminate him ; in fact, many of them i life-ylweserver, s0 that she found hersolf

did nut beliove they could exterminate
him, for he was a pretty big olephant,
Busides, he was useful in his proper place
—in shows, in India and in story-books.

““Qur best plan is to try and regulate
him,” said an enthusiastic speakor, “‘Let
us build toll-gates all along the route we
find ho is going to take, and nake him
pay_ll

“Yes but that leaves him roamin
round,” shrieked an old woman. “‘And
I don't want my boy killed.” '

¢Keop your boy away from him . that's

our business. Why, madam, don’t you
now that an clephant’s hide and tusks
are valuable for mechanical and surgical
urposes’ and that he isuseful in India ?
esides, there,s the toll he will pay. We
shall by this means get money enough
intd the public treasury to build schouls
for a good many boys who are not tramp-
led to death.”
, *‘That’s thoplan. Regulate him 1 Reg-
alato him! ” shouted the crowd.

So they appointed a great many com-
nittees,and drafted constitutionsjand by-
{aws, and circulated petitions, and by the
timno tha elephant had killed several more
boys and trampled down a quantity of
gardens, thoy had erected very comfort-
able toll-houses for the-gate,keepers and
gates for the elephant ;” and then they
waited in great satisfagtion to see the
animal regulated.

Slowly the great feet trampled onward:
slowly the great proboscis appeared in
view : and, with a sniff of contempt, the
cleghnnt lifted the gate from its hinges
and walked off with it, while the crowd
stared after him in dismey. ’

““VWell ! ” exclaimed the keeper, catch-
ing his breath ; “we haven't made much
monoy so far, but the resulatin’ plan
would have been first rate if the elephant
ladn't been a leetle stronger than the ob-
struction.”

The elephant’s namo was whigkey.—
Christian Observer.
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helpless amid thewaters. But she clung
to her husband, placing her hands firmly
on his shoulders as he swam on.  Aftera
little her strength was exhausted.

“I can hold on no longer,” was her

ory.
“Lry a littlelonger,” was her husband’s
agonized entreaty., And then ho added
“‘Let us sing ‘Rock of Ages™
Immediateiy they bnth began to sing,
and their strains fell upon the .ears of
many around them, while they were thus
seeking to comfort cach other,” One after
another of thenearly exhausted swimmers
was noticed raising his head above the
waves and joining in the prayer—
“‘Rock of Ages. cleft for me,
Let me hide myselfin Thee,” &c.
Strength scemed to come with thesong,
and they were able tohold out a little
longer, stil: faintly singing. A bont was
seen approaching, aud they did get
strength enough to keep themselvesa-
flopt till the crew lifted them on board.
And thus Toplady’s hymn helped to save
more than one from death by sea, asit
has often helped to save souls ready to
perish. But what does that line mean
that speaks of the rock as *‘cleft,” com-
paring it to Christ “‘riven” or ‘*‘piere-
ed?’ It refers—1, To the smiting of the
rock at Rephidim (Ex. xxxiii. 21, 22,)
perhaps just above where the waters
gushed forth when the rock wassmitten,”
It was there, standing in that cleft, that
Moses saw as much of glory as he could
bear, and heard God himself proclaim his
glorious perfections. Put these two to-
gether—the rock cleft that the waters
might flow forth, and Moses standing in
the cleft—and you have a type or pisture
of a sinner hid in Christ, who was smit-
ten for us, and from whom flow all tho
streams of blessing tor souls. — Rev. 4nd-
rew A. Bonar, D. D,

Beyond the Mississippi there are said”
to be 1208 towns which }imvo no houso of

worship not even a preaching service.

Those who leave the Maritime Provinces

and remove to the Western States must

deprive themsclves of the religious ad-

vantages enjoyéd heve,



