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DIVINITY.

THE SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GIOST.

r——

o Wherefore 1 say unto you, Al manncr of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men. but the
Uasphemy against the Huly Ghost shall not b
Sorgicen unto men.  And whosoceer speahcth
a word against the Son of Mon, it shall be for-
given him : but whosoever speaketh against the
‘Holy Ghost, it shall not be furgiven him, nei-
ther in this world, neither in the world to come.”

MaTr. xiie 31, 32

YO THE EDITOR OF TUER WESLEYAN.

Dranr Sin,—1 take the liberty of sending f'on
the following oxtracts from a few of the standar!
Wesleyan divines, on ¢ The Sin against the Ho-
ty Ghost,? for publication in your valuable paper.
An carly inscition will much oblige

Yours respectfully,

.

April 19, 181t.

Fyom Mr. Wesley’s Scrmon entitled, € A Call to
Bucksliders.”

< But do not the well-known words of our Lord
himself, cut us off’ from all hope of merey ? Doces
he not say, ¢ All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy
ugainst the Holfv Ghost shall not be forgiven un-
to men: And whosoever speaketh a woid agamnst
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: but
whosoever speaketh a word against the Holy
Ghost, it shall never be forgiven him, newther i
1bis world, nor in the wotld to come.”  “Therefore,
1t is plain, if we have been guilty of thissin, there
is no room for mercy. And is not the same thing
repeated by St. Mark, almost in the same words 2
¢ Verily 1'say unto you,’ (a solemn preface! al-
ways dcnolinf the great impostance of that which
follows :) € All sins shall be forgiven unte the
fons of merr, and blasphemics wherewith soever
they shall blaspheme : but he that shall blasphemc
agamst the Holy Ghost hath never forzivencss,
but 1s under the sentence of cternal damaation?

flow immense is the number in every nation
throughont the Christian world, of those who have
been imore or less distressed oa account of thss
scripture 7 What muttitades in tiis kinzdom
have been perplexed above measure upon this ve-
1y account? Nay, there are few that are trly
convinced of <in, and seriously endcavour to save
their souls, who have not felt some uncasiness,
for fear they bad committed, or shonld commit,
this unpardonable sin.  What has frequently -
creased their uncasiness was, that they could
hardly find any to comfort them, For their ac-
quaintances, even the most religious of them, un-
deistood no more of the matter than themselves.
And they could not find any wiiter, who had

whlished any thing satisfactory on the subject.
ndeed, in the seven sermons ot Mr. Russel, which
are common among us, there is one expressly
written upon st.  But it will give little satisfac-
tion to a troubled spirit.  He talks about ity and
about it, but makes nothing out: he takes much
pains, but misses the mark at last.

But was thete everin the world & more deplo-
rable proof of the littleness of human understand-
ing, even in those that have honest hearts, and
ste desirous of knowing the truth! How is it
possible, that any one who teads hus Bible, can
one hour remain in doubt concerning it, when our
Lord himself, in the very passage cited ahove,
has so cleatly told us, what that blasphemy is?
¢ He that biasphemeth against the Holy Ghost,

hath never forgiveness: because they said, he
hath on unclean epirit,?? v. 29, 30. ‘s, then,
and this alone, (if we allow our Lord to under-
stand his own meaning,) is the blasphemy against
the Holy Ghost: The saying, ke had an unclean
spiri? ; the aflirming that Clirist wrcusht Lis mi-
racles by the power of an cvil spitit; or more
particularly, that he cast oul devils 'y Bulzebub,
the prince af devils,  Now, have you boen guilty of
this?  Have you aflirmed, that hie cast ot devils
hy the prince of devils? No more than you have
cut your neighbour’s throat, and sct Lt house on
fire. How marvellously, then, have jou been
afraid, where no fearis? Disiniss th.t vain ter-
ror; let your fear be more raticnal for the time to
come. Be afraid of giving way to pride—~be
afraid of yielding to anger—-be afraid of laving
thic world, or the things of the world—be afraid
of foolish and hurtful desires. But never more
tie afraul of committing the blasphemy agamnst the
Holy Ghost!  You are in no moze danzer of do-
g this, than of pulling the sun out of the firma-
ment.

—

From Rev. R, Watson's Exposition.

Vensts 31, 32, All manner of sin and blasphe-
my, §&¢.—The importance of a right understanding
of this ipnss:\ge renders the most careful censider-
ation of it necessary.  Sin 1s the transgression of
the law; blasphemy, when apphied to men, is in-
jurious and calumnious speaking ; and when con-
sidered as a cume against the Divine Majesty, it
consists in reproachful speeches uttered “against
God, or in a demal to him of those attnibutes and
excellencies which, according to the revelation
he has been pleased to make of bumself, he is
known to possess 3 and thus in both cases includes
i it the idea of wilful and rebelhous enmity, bor
all such blasphemy there is, however, forgivencss
upon repentence; but for that P:micnl:\r blasphe-
my wlnch consists, as expressed in the neat verse,
i speaking aganst the Holy Ghost—that 1s, say-
ing, in oppositien to all evidence, and against
rcasenable conviction, that the ¢ Spurit of God,”?
by which our Lord cast out dewils, was the un-
clean and evil spuit, Satan himself, and doing
this from enmity to the kingdom and truth of Godl,
which by these miracles the Holy Spirit attested
and cstablished—there is no forgiveness, No-
thing can be moie clear, than that thisis the un-
pardonable blasphemy of w.ich our Lord speaks,
and that these are the circumstances under which
it was cammitted.

Blasphemy, or speaking against the Son of Man,
was remissible 3 such asdenying his Messiahship,
calling him a wine-bibber “and gluttonous, &c. ;
all which, though high and dangerous crimes, yet
were not excluded from the divine merey; but
when, after the Pharisees had always admitted,
according to the fasth of their nation, that devils
could not be cast out but by the Spirit of Go,
and had seen how intimately connected all the
works of Christ were with a holy doctrine and a
holy life, they seete so far influenced by their
wicked passions, as to resist that evidence of a
divine power in his case, which they admitted
in other cases, the cases of their own children or
disciples, to be conclusive ; and when they auda-
ciously attributed that power exerted by Chiist
to Satan himselfy, of which thcy had sufficient
proof, even upon their own principles, that it
could only proceed from the Spiritof God, and yet,
after all, wilfully and most wickedly, said of’ihe
power of the Holy Spirit, ¢ This is the working
of Beelzebub himself,?? this fatal offence was com-
mitted. Our Lord had thrown a veil atound him
by his humility, which often hid the glory of his
majesty, so that men might for 2 time question

who he might he. Not so the Holy Spisit; he
fully revealed hinself in the works of Christ; so
that had they been performed by the meanest of
their prophets, the Phansees would have acknow-
ledged in them the finger of God, which now they
deuied 5 and therefure they sinned directly and
wilfully ageinst the Holy Gliosts  This was their
blasphemy and their cuume, and our Lord solemn.
ly declares that those who had heen gty of it
should not be forgiven, neither w this life, nor
in the world to come. 'Flus phrase 1s equivalent
to, ¢ Shalt never at any future time be forgiven »?
hience Murh expresses ity ¢ Is 1in danger of eter-
nal damnation.”?

There is no reference in this expression to the
notions of the Jews, that some sins would be for-
given to the secd of Abraham after death; for st
1s not probalile that vur Lord would scem tv sanc~
tion so unscriptural an opiman by even an allusion :
nor is ¢ the worll’ or aze « o come™ to be un-
derstood, with others, of the age of the Mcsuab;
for that had alteady commenced. The expres-
sion, as appears from similar phrases in the later
Jewish wiiters, was proverbial for never ; or, i€
there was in it any reference to a future state, it
signifies, that 3s in this life that sin could not hs
forgiven, so, at the day of judgment, there could
be no declaration of its having been forgiveu,
though the forgiveness of sins of every other de-
scription will then be made manifest and public-
ly procleimed. So clearly is the nature of this
sin marked, that it is somzwhat surprising that
there should have been so much difference of opii-
nion respecling it.  Once of the least defensible
notions is that which refers it forward to the re-
jection of the Gospel after the Holy Ghost had
{)ccn shed forth in his miraculous giits ; where-
as, the very occasion on which our Lord uses he
words, and the particular character of tha ciime
itsclf, which consisted in attritmting the castiag
aut of devils by the Spirit of Gody to the agency
of Satan, proves indubitably that the sin might
not only at that time be committed, but was ac-
tually so. The chief differences of opinion have,
however, arisen, not from any difficelty in asger-
taning in what the original crime consisted, but
from the gnestions, how farothers beside the Pha-
risees could be guilty of it; and from what its
irremissibility atose. — As to the fust, it is diffieglt
to say whether those Jews who 1right see the mi-
racles of the Holy Spirit wrought by the apostles,
and ascribe them to Satan, did not also commit
precisely the same offence. . They probably did 5
hut still we have no authority for sayiag that this
sin coult be committed by any but the cyc-wit-
nesses of the miracles themselves, or at least hy
those who fully admitted them as r¥acts. We
are likewise to recallect, that there are bl.sphe-
mies often committed agaimst the Holy Ghost, of
a deeply aggravated and dangerous nature, by
infidels and scoffers and apostates, wlich are not
e blasphemy againstthe Holy Ghost; and these
are not to e confounded with ity thodgh awfuily
criminal,  As tothe second question, in what the
irremissibility of this sin consisted, perhaps it is
hest for us at once to confess our ignotance. Cer-
tain it is, that the pretended solution of those whao
make it merely a consequence of the niture of the
offence, cannot be admitted, becarss in that e
spect it stands on the same ground as many other
offences. The Phansces, they tell us, by resist-
ing the strongest evidence, put themselves be-
yond the possibility of being convinced of the
truth, because na higher evidence could be given
them ; but this was cquaily true of all obstinate
unbelievers then, thangh many of them were not
cnarged with this particular offence; and it 1s
also equally true of all unbclieversnow, who have
received all the evidence which God intends to
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afford. The only satisfactory conclusion on this
awful subject is, that God was pleased to make
this exception from the mercics of his Gospel as
a warning to all mankind, who, if not capable of
committing that precise sin, may all make dan-
gerous approaches to it. It was designed to ex-
hibit the evil of spiritual pride and bigotry; to
show that there are sins of the INTRLLECT and
wiLt, as well as of the senses, most hateful to
God, because leading to a malignant opposition to
his lioly truth ; and that a state of heatt is attain-
able by perseverance in sin, ftom which the in-
sulted Hely Spint, after much patience, takes his
everlasting flight, and leaves the sinner incapable
of repentance.  Sully while it operates as a watn-
ing, by showing how awful a degree of depravity
man is capable of, thete is no just ground for any
apprehensions to be entertained by pious and scru-
pu\ous minds ; for, not 10 urge tnat the fears of such
persons are a sufficient proof that they have not
committed the greatest of all offences, it may be
confidently concluded, that as those only are
charged with the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost who saw the miracles of Christ performed,
and yet attributed them to Satan, so no one in these
later times can be guilty of this paiticular crime—
and noone 13, therefore, on that account excluded
from forgiveness, We have no right to eniarge
an eaceprTion from the meicies of the Gospel, be-
yond s strict reTTER. If any exceplion to a
general rule demands a severely rigid interpreta-
tion, 1t is this, which stands in direct opposttion
to the general characterof the covenant o} grace.

From < Noles” on the New Testament,y by Rev.
Joseph Benson.

By the blasphemy here spoken of, we are evi-
dently to understand injunsous or umpious speak-
g against the Spint of God, such as the Phan-
sees were now guilty of ; 1.e. attributing to the
devil those miracles wihich Chnist gave full proof
that he wrought by the Holy Ghost. That tus,
and nothing ut this, is the sin here intended, 1s
manifest from the connexion in which the words
stand in this place ; and more especially still, from
the parallel passage, Mark . 28-30, in which
the Evangelist, assigning the teason of our Lord’s
making tlus declarztion, adds, ¢ Because they
said, He hath anunclean spirat 3 1.c. ¢ hath Be-
elzcbub, and by the prince of devils casteth out
dewils.”®  This, then, and this only, 1s the s, or
blasphemy, as it should rather be called, (and as
the Scuiptures always call it,) asamnst the Holy
Ghost. "It is an offence of the tonguc ; 1t is com-
mitted not by thinhing, but by speakng, by cvdl
speaking, by belyug, slandering, or reviling the
Divine Sparit, by which our ‘Lord wronght lus
miracles, ascribing them to the devil: which, in
fact, was calling the Holy Ghost, or the Spint of
the one living and true God, the dewil: a more
heinous crime than which is not to be concerved.

JEWISH SECTS MENTIONED IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT.

THE PUHARISEES,

Tur Phatiseces were the most numetous, dis-
tinguished, and popular sect among the Jews.
The time when they first appeared is not known,
hut it is supposed to have been not long after the
institution of the Sadducees, if indeed the two
sects did not gradually spring up together. They
derived their name fiom the Hebrew word Pha-
rash, which signifies scparaled, or set aparty be-
cause they separated themselves from the rest of
the Jews to supcerior strictness in religious obser-
vances. They boasted that, from their accurate
knowledge of religion, they twere the favourites
of heaven ; and thus, trusting in themselves that
they were 1ightcous, despised others. (Luke xi.
5% xviii. 9-11.) Among the tenefs inculcated
by this sect, we may enumerate tisc following,
Vizi—

They ascribed all things to fate or providence,
yet not so absolutely as to take away the frec-will
of man, though fate docs not co-o{\erate in every
action.” They also believed in the existence of
angels and spirits, and in the resurreciion of the
dead 3 (Acts xxiii. 8) but, from the account given
of them by Jasephus, 1t appeats that their notion
of the immortality of the soul was the Pytha‘i,;o-
rean metempsychosis; that the soul, aflerthe dis-
solution of one body, winged its flight into ano-
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ther; and that these removals were perpetuated
and diversified through an infinite succession, the
soul animating a sound and healthy body, or be-
ing confined in a deformed and discascd’ frame,
according to its conduct in a prior state of cxist-
ence, From the Pharisees, whose tenets and
traditions the people generally received, it is evi-
dent that the disciples of our Lord had adopted
this philosophical doctrine of the transmigration
of souls; when having met a man who had been
born Wind, they asked him whether it were the
sins of this man ir a pre-eistent state which had
caused the Soveieign Disposer to inflict upon hin
this punishment. To this inquiry Christ teplied,
that neither his vices or sins ina pre-existent
state, nor those of his parents, were the cause of
this calamity. (John ix. 1-4.) From this wotion,
derived from the Greek philosoply, we find that
duning our Saviout’s public ministry, the Jews
specu?a\cd variously concerning him, and indulg-
el several conjectures, which of the ancient pro-
phets it was whose soul now animated him, and
performed such astonishing miracles.  Some con-
tended that 1t was the soul of Elias ; others of Je-
remiah ; while others, less sanguine, only declared
in general terms that it must be the soul of one of
the old prophets by which these mighty deeds
were now wrought, (Matt, xvi. 14, Lukeix. 19.)

Lastly, the Pharisces contended that God was
w strict justice bound to bless the Jews, and make
them all'partakers of the terrestrial Kingdomn of
the Messtah, to jusiify them, to make them eter-
wally happy, amf that he could not possibly damu
any oneof them! ‘The ground of their justifica-
tion they derived from the merits of Abraham,
trom their knowledge of God, from their practis-
ing the rite of circurncision, and from the sacrifi-
ces they offered. And as they conceived works
to be meritortous, they had invented a great num-
ber of supererogatory ones, to which they attach-
ed greater merit than to the observance of the
law itself. To this notion St. Paul has some al-
lusions in those parts of his Fpistle to the Romans,
i which he cowbats the erroncous suppositions of
the Jews.

The Pharisces were the striclest of the three
principal scets that divided the Jewish nation,
(Acts xvvi. 5,) and affected a singular probity of
mannets according to their system, which, howe-
ver, was for the most part both lax and corrupt.
Thus, many things which Moescs had tolcrated in
civil life, in order to avoid a greater evil, the
Pharisces determined to be morally right; for in-
stance, the law of retaliation, and that of divorce
from a wife for any cause. (Matt. v. 31, ct seq.
xixX. 3-12.) During the time of Christ, there
were two celebrated philosophical and divinity
schools among the Jews, that of Schammai and
that of Hillel. On the question of divorce, the
school of Schammai mainteined, that no man
could legally put away his wife except for adul-
tery. The school of Hillel, on the contiary, al-
lowed of divorce for any cause, (from Deut. xxiv.
1) even if the wife found no favour in the cyes
of her husband—in other words, if he saw any
woman who pleased him better. The practice
of the Jews scems to have gone with the school
of Hillel. Thus, we read §m Eccles. xxv. 26.)
< {f she go not as thou wouldest have ber,cut hes
off from thy flesh ; give her a bill of divorce and
let her go3> aud in conformity with this doctrine,
Josephus, who was a Pharisec, relates that he
repudiated his wife who had borne him three chil-
dren, because he was not pleased with her man-
ners or behaviour !

Further, they interpreted certain of the Mosaic
laws most Literzlly, and distorted their meaning
so as to favour their own philosophical system.
, Thus, the law of loving theirncighbour, they ex-
,pounded solcly of the love of their fnends, that is,
,of the whole Jewish race ; all other persons being
considered by them as natural enemies, (Matt. v,
41, compared with Luke x.31-33) whom they
were in no respect bound to assist.  Dr. Lightfoot
has cited a striking illustration of this passage
from Maimonides, An oath, in which the name
of God was not distinctly specified, they taught
was not binding, (Matt. v. 33) maintaining thata
man might cven swear with his lips, and at the
same moment annul it in his heart! "So rigorous-
ly did they understand the command of observin
the Sabbath day, that they accounted it unlawfu
to pluck ears of corn, and heal the sick, &c.
(Matt. xii. 1, et seq. Luke vi. 6, et seq. xiv. 1 et
seq.) Those natural laws which Moses did not

sanction by“any penalty, they accounted among
the petty commandments, inferior to the ceremno-
nial Jaws, which they preferred to the former, as
being the weightier matters of the law, (Malt. v,
19, xv. 4. xxtii. 23) to the total neglect of mer-
cy and fidelity. Hence, they accounted cause-
less anger and impure desires as trifles of no mo-
ment 3 (Matt, v, 21, 22, 27.30) they compassed
sca and land to make proselytes to the Jewish re-
higion from among the Gentiles, that they might
rule over thetr consciences and wealth; and these
proselytes, through the influence of their own
scandalous examples and characlers, they soon
rendered more profhgate and abandoned than ever
the{ were betore thear conversion. (Matt. xxiii.
15.) Esteeming temporal happiness and riches
as the highest good, they scrupled not to accumu-
mulate wealth by every means, legal or illegal 3
(Matt. vo 1-12, xxiti. 4. Luke xvi, 14, James i,
1-83) vain end ambitious of popular applause,
they offered up long prayers in public places, but
not withont a self-sufficiency 03 their own holi-
ness, (Matt, vi. 2-5. Luke xviii. 113) under a
sanctimontous appearance of respect for the me-
wories of the prophets whomn their ancestors had
slain, they repaired and beautified their sepulchres
(Matt, xxiii. 293) and such was theiridea of their
own sanctity, that they thought themselves de-
filed if they but tonchied or conversed with sin-
ners, that is, with publicans or tax-gatherers, and
persons of loose and irregular hives. (Luke vis.
39. xv. 1 et seq.)

But, above all their other tenets, the Pharisees
were conspicuous for their reverential observance
of the traditions or decrees of the elders; these
traditions, they pretended, had been handed down
{ from Moses through every generation, but were

not commilted to wrtiting; and they were not
x merely considered as of equal authoiity with the
divine law, but cven preferable to it. ¢ The
words of the Scribes,” said they, ¢ are lovely
above the words of the law: for the words of the
law are wesghty and light, but the words of the
scnibes dre ALL weighty?

Among the traditions thus sanctimoniously ob-
served by the Pharisees, we may briefly notice
the following : 1. The washing of hands up to the
wrist before and after meat, (Matts xv. 2, Mark
vii. 3.) which they counted not merely a religi-
ous duty, but considered its omission as a crime
equal to fornication, and punishable by excommu-
nication, 2. The purification of the cups, ves-
sels, and couches used at their meals, by ablu~
tions or washings, (Mark vii. 4.) ; for which pur-
pose the six large waterpots mentioned by St.
John (ini. 6.) were destined. But these ablutions
are not to be confounded with those symbolical
washings mentioned in Psal. xxvi. 6. and Matt.
xxvii. 24, 3. Their fasling twice @ weck, with
great appearance of austerity, (Luke xviii, 12
Matt. v1,16.) ; thus converting that exercise into
religion which isonly a help towards the perform-
ance of its hallowed duties. The Jewish days of
fasting were the second and fifth days of the weck,
corresponding with our Mondays and Thursdays ;
on one of these days they commemorated Moses
going up to the mount to receive the law, which,
according to their traditions, was on the fifth day,
or 'l'hurs?!ay 5 aud on the other, his descent after
he had received the two tables, which they sup-

osed o bave becn on the second day, or Mon~

ay. 4. Their punctilious payment of iythes,
(temple-offerings,) even of the most trifling thing.
(Luke xviii. 12, Matt. xxiii, 23.) 5. Thar wear-
ing broader phylacleries and larger fringes o their
sarments than the rest of the Jews. (Matt. xxiii.
S,) These phylacteries wete picces of parchs
ment, or the dressed skin of some clean animal,
inscribed with four paragraphs of the law, taken
trom Exod. xiii. 1-10, and xiit. 13-16, Deut, vi.
4-9, and a1, 13-21, all inclusive ; which the Pha.
risees, interpreting literally, (as do the modern
rabbins,) Deut. vi. 8, and othersimilar passages,
tied to the fronis of their caps, and on their arwms.
The fringe was ordercd b M’om, as we read in
Num. xv. 38, 39. He, therefore, who wore his
phylactery and his fringo of the largest size, was
reputed to he the most devoat,

With all their pretensions to piety, the Phari~
sces entertained the most sovereign contempt for
the people 3 whom, being ignom\l of the law, they
pronouncc& to be accursed. (John vii. 49,)° Yet
such was the esteem and veneration in which they
were held by the people, ihat they may almost be
said to have given what direction they pleased to

|
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public affuirs: and hence the great men dreaded
thewr power and authority. It is unquestionable,
as Mosheim has well remarked, that the religion
of the Pharisccs was, for the most part, founded
in consummate hypocrisy ; and that, at the bottom,
they were generarly the slaves of every vicious
appetite— proud, arrogant, and avaricious, con-
sulting only the gxatiﬁcahou of thetr lusts, even
at the very moment when they professed them-
selves to be engaged in the scrvice of their Maker.
These odious features in the character of the
Pharisces caused them to be reprehended by our
Saviour with the utmost sevetity, even more than
he rebuked the Sadducees; who, although they
had departed widely from the genuine I:'rmcnples
of religion, yet did not impose on mankind by a
iretended sanclity, or levote themselves, with
iusatiable greediness, to the acquisition of honouss
an. riches.
(To be continued.)
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BIOGRAPHY.

REV. THOMAS COKE, LL.D.

Dr. Corz was born at Brecon, in South Wales,
on the 9th of September, 1747, His father, Mr.
Bartholomew Coke, was an eminent surgeon, re-
siding in that l)lacc; a man of great respectabili-
ty, and several times filled the oflice of chief ma-
gistrate of the town. ‘Thomas was their only
child; and his affectionate parents watched over
his infant days with unusual sohicitude.  in carly
life he was, however, deprived, by death, of Jus
father, and to the care of his widowed mother hie
was consigned. He received the first clements
of knowledge in the college school at Brecon, and
was attentive and studious. At the age of sixteen
he was removed from Brecon to Oxford; and, in
the Lent term of hisseventeenth year, was enter-
ed a gentleman commonet at Jesus College, in that
university, At colleze he became acquainted
with the vicious and profane 3 and waseven a cap-
tive to those snates of mnidehity which hie had at
first surveyed with detestation and horror.  His
principles being thus tamted, his conduct became
wtected ; but he was prescrved, to a great de-
gree, from committing those abonunable crimes
which he observed performed by others. Mr.
Coke was, however, unhappy ; and amudst all the
noise and clamour, and nurth and folly of us as-
sociates, he was frequently pensive and discon-
tented. At this time he paid a visit to a clergy-
man in Wales ; and, by the preaching of the Gos.
pel at that place, by perusing the discourses and
disputations of Bishop Sherlock, and by reading
the celebrated Treatise on Regeneration, by Dr,
Witherspoon, his mind became gradually enlight-
ened, though he did not at that time become a
Chaistian.

On June 17th, 1775, he took his degrec of Doc-
tor of Civil Laws, and obtained a curacy at South
Petherton, in Somersetshire, where his congrega-
tion increased ; hie built a gallery to the church,
at his own expense. He cvinced great anxiety
for the improvement of his charge, and was speed-
ily accused of being a Methodist. To the doc-
tunes of Mr, Wesley he became attacheds zea-
lously preached them at South ™stherton; re-
ceived a reprimand for his zeal from the Bishop of
Bath and Wells; and was eventually dismssed
by the rector of the pansh, for his prous concern
10 promote the welfare of his panshioners. Ba-
nished from the church of South Petherton, he
greachcd in the open air, and attracted considera-

le attention. In the month of July, 1777, he
met with Mr. Wesley, conversed with him, re-
ceived an explanation of his plans and system,
and determined to become a preacher in that so-
ciety. As a prcachcr, in London he was very
popular, and his fame vapidly spread over an ex-
tensive district.  In 1780, Mr. Wesley appointed
him to superintend the London circuit; and he
visited the various Wesleyan societics in Ireland.

In 1781, Mr. Wesley exccuted the celebrated
deed of declaration as to all his chapels, and ap-
pointed Dr. Coke as one of the trustees. ~ In 1782,
Dr. Coke hicld the first Irish Conference, and his
conduct on thiz occasion so delighted the Irish,
that they requested he would always preside,
Br. Wesley, having visited America, instituted
many Christian societies; and, having been the
instrument of converting many persons, Dr. Coke
privately resolved there to become @ preacher;

and, on the 24 of September, 1784, he was set
apart, by Mr, Wesley, as a presbyter of the
Church of England, and a missionary to North
America, On the 18th of September, 1784, the
vessel weighed anchor, and Dr. Coke, with other
nissionaries, cominenced their voyage, with con-
fidence in God, and desires to promote his glory.
At New York, in America, hie safely amived;
immediately there commenced preaching; on the
6th of November reached Philadelphia, and on
the ensuing day preached in one of the churches.
Immediately, in the spirit ot a Christian mission-
ary, he commenced lus 1dbours, and preached in
the open air. By the Coufetence assembled at
Baltimore, Mr. Wesley’s plans and system were
approved, and Dr. Coke there preached his cele-
brated sermon < Oa the Godhead of Christ.”
Deacons, elders, and a superintendent of the Me-
thodist Episcopal church in Amecrica were ap-
pointed ; and harmony, peace, and piety presided
over the proceedings.

When the war commenced between Ergland
and America, the Mcthodists were opposed by the
eovcmmcnt of America, on the ground of Mr.
Vesley’s decided attachment to the measures of
England; but Dr. Coke and Mr. Asbury, in be-
half of the American Methodists, presented to Ge-
neral Washington an address, declaratory of their
loyalty and obedience to their rulers, and of con-
gratulation on his clevation. The propriety of
that address has been questioned 5 but it preserved
the Methodists in America from persecution, and
religion from reproach.  ‘Foit, General Washing-
ton returned an affectionate and pious reply.

To the cause of the Gospel inthe United States,
he now paid increased atteation ; collected a con-
siderable sum towards the erection of a college;
directed its commencement, and lived to witness
its rising usefuluess and increasing success; but,
finally, alas! to view its destruction by fire. The
Confercnce baving ended in 1784, Dr. Coke pro-
ceeded through the United States,on an eateasive
tour to all the churches. Dr. Coke next enzaged
in procuring an address to the assembly of Virgi-
nia, for the emancipation of the negroes.  In pur-
suipg his journey through the States, he was fre-
quently eaposed to dangers. Sometunes he was
benighted an dreary forests 5 at other times he
missed his way, and was compelled to wander
thiough trackless deserts, eaposed to hurricanes
and dangers, as appalling as they were numerous,

On June 34,1785, Dr. Coke sailed for England.
In 1786, he was employed in vistting the Norman
Isles, and was made instrumental of establishing
a Methodist Society in Guernsey. On returning
from the Norman Isles, Ds. Coke preparedt for an-
other voyage across the Atlantic.  He determumed
on visiting Nova Scotia, and, with thiee mission-
anes, emharked at Gravesend, on the 2th of Sep-
tember, 1786, The violence of the weather,
however, retarded their voyage ; and, after hav-
ing been greatly inconvenienced by storms and
hurricanes, gales and tempests, their weather-
beaten bark cast anchor in the hatbour of Anti-
gua, in the West Indies, on December 25th,
1786, Dr. Coke instantly commenced his labours
as a missionary, and rereatedly preached with a
success proporhioned to his zeal. ~He then visited
St. Vinceat’s and St. Christopher’s, at Kingston ;
in the former he stationed Mr. Clarke, one of the
missionaties ; and, in all his tour, rececived the
general applanse and gratitude of the negroes, and
of manv antelligent inhabitants, On February
10th, 1/87, he sailed from St. Eustatius to Char-
leston, in America, where he arrived after a plea-
sant voyage of eighteen days. There he labour-
ed as a minister of the Gospel for about a montkh,
In Aprily he attended 2t the Conference at Balti-
more, and was rejoiced by the intelligence, that
more than six thousand six hundred persons had
been added to the socicties through the United
States.

Havinz now surveyed several islands in the
Woest Indies, and observed the general state of
teligion on the continent of America, he prepared
torcturn to Mr. Wesley ; preached his farewell
sermon at Philadelphia, and arrived in Dublin hay
on the 25th of Junc, 1987. He immediately re-
paircd to the Irish Conference, vepreseated the
condition of the heathen, and cxcited a general
and powerful desire to send missionaries forthwith
to the West Indies.

From Ircland he travelled, with Mr. Wesley,
to the English Conference at Manchester, At
the conclusion of the Conference, he left Man-

chester, and again visited the Norman lslands,
In those isles he preached with great success, to
large and attentive congregations, On leaving
the Norman Islands, he repaired to England, vi-
sited many of the principal towns, and employed
lus time in preaching and collecting funds to pro-
vide for the missionarics to the West Indies, ‘To-
wards the close of the ﬁear 1788, he sailed, with
three missionaries, to Barbadoes, where he was
kindly received. He travelled to the country of
the Caribbs—explored the rccesses of the forest,
and the seclusions of savage life—visited the
plantations—settled a missionary at St, Vincent’s
—sailed for Dominica—rsevisited Antigua—ie-
paired to St, Eustatius—preached daily—superine
tended the temporal ans spiritual affairs of the
mission—and afforded dircctions, encouragement,
or reproofy as circumstances 1equired. On de-
parting from this island, Dr, Coke repaired to Ne-
vis, Saba, Torlola, Santa Cruz, and Jamaica,
where he landed on the 19th of January, 1789,

This indefatigable man, having thus passed
through the islends, established missionaries in
several, and prepared the way for others in near-
ly all, once more sailed for the continent of Ame-
tica, and arrived at Charleston on the 24th of Fe-
bruary. At Georgia he at length arrived, intime
for the Conference, and then returned to Charles-
ton, where another was held for South Carolina,
From thence he proceeded to North Carolina, and
then to Virginia. Me also attended two confe-~
rences in the state of Maryland, one at Philadel-
phia, and another at New York. Animated by
past success, he determined on introducing Chris-
tianity yet more among the native Indians; and
having made the necessary arrangements, he sail-
ed for England on the 5th of June, and arrived at
Liverpool on the 11th of July, 1789, Oa his 2r-
rival in England, he repaired to the Confetence,
to report to Mr. Wesley, and the vaious preach-
ers, an account of his past preceedings, ‘and to
offer personally to plead in behalf of the negroes
in the West Indies, which offer was cheerfully
accepted, and nearly sixteen months were devoted
by him to this employment ; during which time
he travelled and preached through a considerable
part of the kinglom, and was more than repad
for his exertions, by the hindness with which he
was received.

Considering this part of his work completed, he
determined once more on visiting the West In-
dies; and, accordingly, sailed from Falmouth on
the 16th of October, 1790, in company with two
missionaries.  On the 22d of November, he reach-
ed Barbadoes, after a delightful passage of five
weeks,  After preaching for some time in 8Bndge-
town, he visited St. Vincent’s, Grenada, and An-
tigua, where he again preached with equal suc-
cess, and found, during his absence, much pro-
gress had been made in the preaching of the Gos-
pel.  He next arrived at the island of St. Eusta-
tius, but was there forbidden to preach, by the
Governor, He consequently determined to leave
the island, and repair to Holland, tolay before
the Dutch Government the situation of the inha-
bitants of the latter place, and of Saba, e next
sailed from Jamaica for Charleston, in South Ca-
tolina, where he arrived on the 27th of January,
1791, From this place, after renewing his former
exertions for some time, he sailed for England.
On the 1st of September, 1792, he 8gain sailed
from Gravesend for America, and anived at St.
Eustatins on the 31st of December, where he was
still refused the privilege of preaching. The
tempest of persecution had not ceased; and he
lefty in the island of St. Vincenl’s, the only mis-
sionary, a Mr. Lamb, who was then confined in
Erison for preaching to the negroes. From thence

¢ repaired to Antigua, Barbadoes, and Jamaica ;
and, after exerting himself with his usual benevo-
lence, returned to England, where he anrived on
the 6th of March, 1793, with a heart glowing
with gratitude to God for his mercies.

Dr.” Coke, having constantly kept in view the
melancholy situation of the inhabitants of St. Vin~
cent’s, on his arrival in England, drew out a plain
statement of the case, fo lay before the King in
council; and to give more effect to the design, he
made a personal application to some members of
the executive government. Those applications
aroused the attention of the Council, who forward-
ed letters to the Governors of the West India Is-.
lands, with inquiries as {o the general conduct of
the missionaries; and, in August, 1793, the edict
of St. Vincent’s was disallowed.

(To be continued.)
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WESLEYAN ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING.

Ox Tuvrsvay, May 20, 1841, the WesLEvan
Misistens in the Casapa Easters District
will assemble in MoxTnEAL, for the transaction
of the usual business of their Annual Mecting.
The sittings to commence at six, o.5. of the above
date. The Missionarics are reqrested to pay in
the remaining Centenary subscriptions of their
several stations, at the above mceling; and also,
the unpaid subscriptions to the Hesleyan,

Awvirst the interesting scenes of penifential
mourning and hallowed joy, which bave been
daily witnessed during the last three months, in
those special religious scrvices which have been
hield in this city among the Wesleyar Methodists ;
we have been solemnly impressed by one fact,
namely, that among the two hundred individuals
who have since the commencement of these ser-
vices professed conversion, there have been found
very few aged persons.  We have rejoiced to be-
hold so larze a number of personsin comparative-
Iy carly life, declaring themselves ¢ on the Lotd’s
side,” and professing 1o have obtained the forgive-
ness< of their sins, and the peace and hope result-
ing from it ;—and could we believe that the num-
her of aged, and comparatively aged persons, who
also have professed conversion, though small, was
vet in the same proportion to the cutire number
of that class of individuals in ouwr Society and
Congregations who were previously in an uncon-
verted state,—as in the class of younger persons,
we should regard the fact with less concern.  But
out soiemn belief is, that in all such special ser-
vices and seasons, the proportion of convetts who
have passed forly years of age, is much smaller
than of those who have not attained that age. In
ther words, that the conversion of an aged sin-
ner, under any circumstances, is a less hopeful
and frequent occuitence, than that of a peison in
catlier life ; and that every added year, humanly
speaking, increases the difficulty; and diminiches
ihe probability of salvation.

15 it be asked, why we thus judge 2—if it be
smd, are not the means of grace, whether ordinary
or special, alike suitable and sufficient for the sal-
vation of persons of all ages and conditions 2—may
not the hoary-headed sinner of fourscore years,
obtain mercy through the Divine Atonement, up-
¢n the required exercise of ¢ repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,” es
freely and readily as the most juvenile transgres-
sat 7—We unhesitatingly answer, he assuredly
wey. Butit is an awful fact, that aged persons,
if they have not the giddiness and thoughtless-
ness of youth about them—)f they are not alike
with them susceptible of the attractions of worldly
gaicty and pleasure ; neither have they their ten-
derness of mind and conscience—their freedom
from corroding, absothing worldly cares —nor the
seme susceptibility of receiving the awakening,
softening, heart-zffecting impressions of the pro-
vidence and grace of Goda  The spinitual stumbers
of the aged sinner are more profound, and are with
more difficulty broken,—gracious fears are with
more difficulty awakened in his mind,—he grasps
the world as tenaciously a3 ever—still procrasti-
vates as much as ever a due attention to evetlast-
g concerns, and even on bis last day, ¢¢boasts
of tomonicw.” Indeed, the human mind, after
t he ush of numerous years,? sces sometimes

to have sunk into such a state of insensibility and
stupidity in reference to spiritual things, as to be
almost incapable of the tender and deep emotions
of a truly penitent state; anc if the death-hour
of such hoary tritlers is not iarked by the una-
vailing terrors of an awukened conscience, and
the fearful anticipation of “judgment and fiery
indsgnation 3 their false peace, their failacious
hope, and their fatal slumbess, are equally to be
dreaded by all who would ¢ flee from the wrath
to come.” Those of our readers who find that
they are in the autumn of their days, and who
know that the winter of Jife is at hand, will, by
comparing their present sensations and suscepti-
bilitizs, with what they were in early life, be dis-
posed, we believe, to concurin the truth of the re-
marks we have made, on the growing indiflerence
of the human mind, 1) most cases, to spiritual
things, when men once begin to descend the vale
of tears; and the awfully perilous consequences
of delaying the preat work of tepentance and sal-
vation to a late period of life.

We wish not to discourage any aged persons
from, even at the eleveath hour, beginning to care
for their souls, and to seek meicy and salvation—
believing, as we do, that

¢ While the lamp holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return,”’—

bnt to warn such pewsons of the danger of their
present situation, and especially of the fatal con-
sequences of any further delay : lest, in the bit-
terness of their soul, they should have, in their
last moments, to exclaim, ¢ The harvest is past,
the summer is cnded, and we are not saved.”
Let, then, the young, the middle-aged, but espe-
cially those who are stricken in yeass, be aware
of the rapid flight of time, the danger of procras-
unation, the wisdem and duty of obeying the di-
vine command, ¢ Seck yethe Lord while he may
be found, call ye upon him while he is near:”
and without waiting for the appointment of any
yspecsal teligious services, an the diligent and se-
rious use of the ordmary, and divinely-appointed
means of grace, ¢ wait on the Lard,”—¢ watch
and be sobery”? and so eamestly and assiduously
addressthemselves to the great duties of religion,
as to be able, with the Apostle, to say, ¢ Where-
fore we labour, that, whether present or absent,
we may be accepled of him.>*

TO CORRLSPONDENTS.

We thank our friend ¢ A Methodist,” for
pointing out a typographical error in the short ar-
ticle, © Mis-quotation,” in our last. For Acts
XAVi., it should be xaiv.  We are aware that the
Greek word in John xvi. 8, (elegrei,) might be
rendered, with equal propriety, convince, as it is
in the margin ; but this will not justify a depar-
ture fiom ihe phrascology of the text, in making
aquotation. 1la paraphsasing, or explaming the
passage—the marginal, or any other reading, is
admissible, but not otherwise. 1fevery learned
reader of the Scriptures were at libesty to substi-
tute sach words as he might judge more exprese
sive of the original, than those in the authorised
version, we should have analmost endless variety
of versions and readings. In reading or quoting
the Holy Scriptures, we are religiously bound to
adbere 1o the very 1cords of the sacred fext.

——er
MI1S-QUOTATIONS.

Diligent in business ; fervent in spirit; scrving
the Lord.—Romans xii. 11,

I know in whom I have belicved, &c.—I1. Ts-
mothy i. 12,

MONTREAL IN 1841,

In our last namber, we gave some extracts
from ¢ Hochelaga Depicta,” which contzined a
brief account of Montreal, as an Indian vitlage, in
156355 and as a French town and fortress, in
1760, after a lapse of two hundred and twenty-
five years. But we doubt whether greater alte-
rations and improvements were eflected duting
the whole of that period, in the buitdings, insti-
tutions and commerce of the place, and gencral
state of society, than have been accomplished
within the last foity or lifty years, the period dur-
ing which British capital, enterpzise, and science
have been employed in raising it to its present
state of opulence and prosperity.  Until within
that period,—where were the noble edifices, pii-
vate and public—the religious, benevolent, and
scientitic institutions—the banks—the stearaboats,
and other shipping—the noble wharves, and other
public works, which now place Montreal among
the principal citics of the American continent 7
And all this has been achieved, notwithstanding
the various prejudices and difficulties with which
that enterprise has had to contend. [t may be
doubted whether, in cither the United States of
Great Britain, any town or city, similarly or more
favourably circumstanced, has, within the same
short period of tine, exhibited more varied and
substential improvements than our own city..

1t is pleusing also to observe the advance of li-
terature, and the growing efficiency of the peri-
odical press. Vehicles of useful information—-
daily, weekly, and monthly journals, devoted to
the various interests of the country, are multiply-
ing, and enlarging their sphere of usefulness.

The materials and machinery necessary to the
typographical art—the paper—types—ink, and
presses for printing, all of which were formerly
imported, are now of domestic manufacture, and
of excellent quality. A new printing-press, the
first, we believe, made in Canada, which has been
set up within a few days at the ofice of Mr. J.
LoveLrr, St. Nicholas Street, is said to be so accu-
rately and admirably constructed anc haished, &s
to render all further importations of that article
unnccessary.  The maker is Mr. J. N, Warkes,
Machinist, of Montreal,

In glancing zt this subject, however, it would
not be just to our fellow-citizens of Frepeh ori-
gin to witlold the fact, that many of them, of lata
years, seem to have caught the spirit of enter-
prise and improvement, of which we have spoken ;
and in their new buildings, and their domestic ac-
commodations and arrangements—in ecleganis
and omforts—vie with their British fedlow-sob-
jects, and evince a public-spiritedness and love of
order, literature, and general improvement.which
augur well for the future welfare of the city and
country.

Let, tien, edu-ation be encouraged—munici-
pal government be cquitably and vigorously ad-
ministered—national jealousies and party politics
as much as possible be avoided—and the Provin-
cial Legislature extend to our civic institutions
and interests that patronage and aid which may
be witkin its power to afford,—and Montreal, with
the facilities for commerce, and the elements of
prosperity which it is known to pessess, will,in s
few years, become a city and mart, wosthy to be
considered the metropolis and emporium of Britisk,

North America.
e e e e et

NEW CHURCHES,

No fewer than ten new churches are about f
be built in Manchester, all to be erected on the
voluntary punaiple.  £15,000 were subscrjbed ix
one week towards the object,
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A ierren has this moment reached us from
out esteemed filend, the Rev. W. Lowp, of Hull,
(Eng.) formerly President of the Upper Canada
Conference.  We are happy to learn, that the
Connexion in Britain generally is in an encoura-
ging and prosperous states Wesleyan Methodism
1 spreading in Hull: when the two chapels are
finished which are now in course of ercction,
there will be cight chapels in that city occupied
by our Connexion.

Mr. Lono and his family were, at the date of
the letler, (Aptil 2,) quite well.

'BSLEYAN DEPOSITARY OF RELIGIOUS
S A CATIONS, MONTREAL,

Contains Hymn Books of various .sucs and
prices 3 Commentaries ; Memoirs of Eminent Per-
rons ; the Standard Works of the Wcsl.eyan Con-
nexion, and a great vayicly cf other interesting
end useful publications: any of \vhic.h may be ob-
tained upon application at the Mission House,
Montreal, and from the Ministers throughout the
distsict.

Tue Bishop of Calcutta has contributed £200,-
000 fiom his private fortunc to the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.—
Sontreal paper.—[We think there must he an er-
tor here as to the amount.—Eb. WesLE¥aN.]

Jonn Westey axp s Forrowens.—We leamn
from the Ozford Chronicle of Saturday, that on
the day hefore, ¢ John Hannah, B.A., Scholar of
Carpus Christi College, whose name appears in
the Girst class of ¢ Litere Humaniores? in the pre-
sent term, was elected to the Fellowship at Lin-
coln College, vacant by the death of the Rev.
Charles Posthumus Belgrave, B.D.”?  Mr, Han-
nah, we believe, is the eldest son of the Rev. Dr.
Hannah, Thcolozical Tutor of the Wesleyan The-
olozical lnstitution, foxton; and we notice the
coliegiate honour conferred on him, as the first
instence in which any aentleman of Methodist
origin hias obteined a Fellowship in the very Col-
lege of which the Founder of Methodism was him-
se)f a Fellow.~ London Patriot.

BruTratiry of A Druskanp.—Weare informed
that the following disgraceful occurrence, de-
monstrating the bratalizing effects of infoxicating
drinks, took place not far from St. Andiews, or
La Chute. Two men went a short distance for
x load of hay, one of them being the owner of
the horses hie drove. As they had to passadrun-
Xery, they stopped to refresh (?) themselves, and
then proceeded for the load, with which they re-
tumed o the dram-shop, and again partook of
their favourite beverage.  The day being by this
time far speut, they were holgcd upon their load,
and proceeded homeward. Being stupified with
dnnk, however, they got off the road, and the
horses stopped in the deep snow, when the own-
er of the horses got down, and procured a heavy
stick to beat them with.” The other person re-
monstrated, and begged his friend to take the
horses off the sleigh, and leave the load till ano-
ther time. He replied, that «no horse of his
should stick on the toad,” and then began to beat
the poor animals most unmercifully, by which
means he broke the ribs and skull of one of them.
It may be said, this is only a horse killed; hut
tho «good man s merciful to his beast,¥— Tem-
perance Advocale.

Tux cannon fired at the Navy Yanl in Wash-
inglon, on the day «f the useral of the late Pre-
sident of the United Stat: , were charged on the
Saturday woek previous, tor a salute, upon receiv-
ing him at the Yard, which be contemplated vi-
siting!

e ——————————
MARRIED,

1u this city, on the 24ty instant, by the Rev. W.
Squire, Mr. George Varey, Jun., of Niazara, chemist
3nd druggist, to Mary Ann, eldest daughter of the late
Ay Bdward Muckle, of this city. ;

RELIGIQUS INTELLIGENGCE.

WESLEYAN MISSIONS.

FRANCE.

Tur Hicnt ALvs, Dounmirrovse.—The Com-
mune of Freniniéres has given me the use of the
parsonage-house, free of rent. It is the only
place et Dourmillouse in which it would have
been possible for me to spend the winter. If 1
mistake not, it has not been inhabited since Netl’s
time, and it stands greatly in need of repair
‘There is only one good window in it. One is
slazed, but has ucither hinges nor fustenings.
Some of the rest are half glazed, half paperes,
and one has neither glass, paper, nor frame. Vet
cven as it is, I prefer it to the uncomfortable ha-
bitations of the villagers. ‘The people of Dour-
millouse bave shown their good-will by offering
me as much wood as will be necessary for me
during the winter. 1 feel so much the more
thanklul for this, as wood is scarce here, and peo-
ch have a long and dangerous way to go for it.

t will save me a considesable c.\;})ensc ; Joryother-
wise, I should have been obliged to have brought
coal all the way fiom La Roche on inules. Tn-
deed, every thing becomes expensive here, on
account of the distance from cither shop or mar-
ket 1 have to bring every pennyworth of salt |
use from the distance of twelve miles. 1 shall be
oblized, too, to lay in a little provision for win-
terj for after the first fall of snow, no mule cver
leaves Dourmillouse until the return of spring.

"The society at Dourmillouse and Arvieux have
willingly begun, at my suggestion, to contribute
class-money. It will of course be, especially in
the beginning, a very ifling sum, for the people
are poor ; and another reason is, they have been
wore accustomed lo receive than to give. Yet,
let the sum e what it i ay, 1 thirk it important
that cvery one should costribute what he can to-
wards the support of the Christian ministty.

We have considered the best place 2s a resi
dencc for Mr. Massot to be Foagillardes, and for
mysclfy Dowtmillouse. 1t is true Dournitlouse 1s
not the local centre of my part of the circuit, but
I think it 1s the influential centre ; for here is the
principal part of our saciety. With respect to its
situation, Fongillardes possesses an advantage
which Doutmillouse hes not ; for it isboth the lo-
cal and Linpostant centre of the Queyras side of the
circuit, 1t ison one side the villuges of Le Raux
and $t. Vesam, the highest in the French Alps,
and on the other the village of Prerregrosse.  Le-
sides, should openings accur, it would be czsy to
descend to the Catholic villages lower down. 'The
Protestant villages of Le Bruniwart and La Chalpe,
in the commune of Arvicux, are about twelve
miles fiom Fongillardes ; but the road is open in
winter, and there is liltle or no danger from the
avalanches. Dourmillouse, it is true, is the high-
est village in Freniniéres; but the lowest is not
more than cight or nine miles from ity though the
road in winter is very bad and dangerous, Guil-
lestre is about cighteen miles from Dourmillouse,
and Vais about twenty-two. Weintend changing
dwing the winter, every six weeks: in summer
we shalt be able to do so oftener. 1 carnestly
pray that my colleague and myself may be filled
with the Holy Spisil, so that our inflyence may
be a holy one; and that we may be instrumental
in turning mony sinners from Satan to God, and
bringing them 1nto the kingdom of his dear Son,
—Rev. Win. J. Handcock, Oct. 19th, 1810,

La Drove.—Whan we remember that it was
only in Qctober, 1837, thrce years ago, that the
first Wesleyan éociety was formed in this depart-
ment, and that near three huudred souls have been,
during that time, gathered into the fold of Christ,
besides the pleasing Y]tosPects with which we are
favoured ; we feel that we cannot be snough
thankful to our gracious Lord and Master. We
continue to cn?g outward peace, and we trust that
the ministty of God’s word 18 becoming increasing-
Iy powerful ; in some places we require, or have
already oblained, larger rooms for preaching, and
we are favoured at times with very blessed influ-
ences of the Spitit. At Bourdeaux, our preaching.
room, or chapel, is quite small and inconvenrient,
and we are hoping soon to be able to build a sanc-
tuary for God. Our friends, though roor, Lave
already subscrihed upweards of £60 sterlinz.~— Xicr,
Malthew Gallicnne, Bardeauz, Oct. 20tk, 1810,

HAYTIL

Porr-av-Prasr.—In the beginning of April, I
commenced a service in the Spanish language:
a few natives attended, but very few. 1 conti-
nued this until I succeeded in taking a small
toom in the town for active service, I was di-
tected to do this by the District Meeting; for, al-
though we have 2 good chapel, it is quite at the
end of the town,and thus too much out of the way
of the natives, The room now taken is quite
smally but well situated. I have got a few forms
made, and u little desk to stand at, and have
preached there several times, A few of the na-
tive females come into the room, and several men
stand at the door and window, with their hats off.
Altogether, the number is small 5 but yct it is
much larger than ever we could get at the chapel ;
and, therefore, we consider it betler to have the
Sunday evening scrvice there as well as the
Wednesday. The room is quite amonzst the
people, and thus the Gospel is carried to their
doors. " I must give those natives who attend
credit for their good behaviour anl attention
during the service,  We only want the Holy
Spirit” to accompany the word, however feebly
it may be delivered; it will then have free coursz
into their hearts. 1 have lately paid a visit to
the plantation at Cabatet, and have obtained
leave to visit the people monthly. ITdo not yet
ku:ow the exact number of adults and children on
the estate, but will make particular inquiry, and
will inform you.—Rev, W, Touler, Port-au-
Pluat, Haytz, June 29th, 1810,

POLYNESIAN MISSIONS.
NEW ZEALAND,
Extract of a Leller from the Rev. John IWeter~
louse, dated Mangungu, May 194, 1840,

Sunday, May 17th, two, Ps1.—We had cur
native love~feast 5 thirly perssns spoke with gread
fluency. Thomas Walker, = fine Chief, cf great
influence, said : ¢ Do not think my sins aze 2l
forsaken by me; I have net yet power fully to
ovarcome them, 1 donotlovesin, Istrive azainsg
it. 1 by no mcans encourage it in my heart; buy
it is in the hour of severe {emptation I am over-
come. It is Satan that makes me sin j itis when
he brings the sin, and lays it before me, that 1
loke hold of it. 1 do not, of my own choice, go
and fetch it. But I know that Jesus Christ is
able to save me, and I dare fully to believe on
Himn, that I may besaved; and Isay to myself
and all, Be strong, very strong, in believing on
Jesus  Chnst the Saviour.  This is 2ll my
thought.??

Moses Towlaiy who once catried terror among
all his enemies, said, ¢ ‘This is wbat I have to
say. lias onza buried in mud. I wassurtound-
ed by trees. [ was full of datkness; the eyes of
my heart were closed by the dirt of sin; they
were full of evil, and could not sce; but I heard
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I prayed to Him,
but I did not sec the badness of my heart. One
whole year 1 cticd to Jesus Christy ¢ 0, Jesus,
come to my heart, come to my heart;? but he did
not come, for 1 did not yet see that my whole
heart was full of sin. Another year { cried, and
another, and then Isaw hiow it was. Isaw thas
my heart was desperately wicked, and I cried to
Jdesus to take away my old hearty and give me a
aew one. ‘Lhen my heart bacama light ; then §.
helieved on Jesns Christ 3 and now my heart s
happy in believiug in Jesus, for He alone is my
Saviour ; and my word to all my people present
is, to believe strongly in Christ Jesus. ~ Thus ends
my speech.”?

William Barlon, a fine young Chicf, in person
and mind, also spoke, and many others. I ad-
dressed them at the close, and we pasted at balf-
past. four,

At five o’clock, the bell rang for the European
congregation, which, with natives, was large. I
preached with much freedom from Isaiah iv. S,
&c.  We then went to Mr. Bumby’s house, sang,
at the request of the natives, read, prayed, and-
conversed ; each saying, ¢ I{ has.been an iater-.
ing Sabhath.??

‘Help, brethren, help! The Lord of Hosts 43
with us, Never did 1 feel more at homs. Forget:
me not in yonyg prayers.

e

Tyx: counscl’ who defended the unfortunate
Marie Antoinctte, of France, M. Lagards, dice

ts on the 18th ult., at Paris, aged 76,
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LITERARY NOTICES.

Tne Existence or otuer Wonrups, PEOPLED
wiTit LIvine Axp INTELLIGENT Beixes, deduced
Jrom the Nature of the Universe.  To which is
alded, Madern Discoverics and Times contrasted
tath the state of knowledge of the ancient Egyp-
tuns., By Avexaxper Corrasy, Esq.y Advo-
cates  London: 1831 pp. 210.

‘Tur respected author of this interesting and
entertaining work, who, on account of his pious
and ingenious writings, is worthy to be designa-
ted a Christian philosopher; a few years since
removed with his family from Scotland to this
country, and having purchased a tract of land near
the village of Huntingdon, is now employed in
cultivating his farm, and at the same time pursu-
iny lus favourite studies in that rural retreat,
where, under his hospitable soof, his fricnds meet
a heatty welcome, and are gratified and instruet-
el by his enlightened conversation.

‘The question of @ plurality of worlds has long
been a subject of ingenious speculation. That
there are other worlls—other habitable and inha-
bited globes like our eatth, has, by some of the
tnost powetful minds, been conswdered highly pro-
bable. The argument, of course, is analogical;
deawnstration is impossible, unless, indeed, in tlus
aze of scientitic discovery and improvement, the
pawer of the telescope should be so immensely
acreased, as to render the planetary inhabitants
aud their dwellings visible to the eyc of the ob-
searver. Divane revelationissilent on the subject,
though some passages of scripture are considered
t» be fivourable to the opinion.  Among the wri-
tetsy divines and philosophers, whom the author
ciles in support of his views, are FONTENELLE,
Stensy, Lord Borasusroke, DEriasy, Waistoy,
CoxiBEAR, Professor Covraxn, WnewrLl, Hen-
scHEL, CuaLMess, Suanon Tonser, Greic, Bi-
shops Patrick and Portrous: who all concur in
helieving the probatality of the planets bemng the
abodes of animated and intelligent beings. We
have room only for one extract; in tlus, howe-
ver, the author has compressed s entire argn-
ment from analogy i—

¢ The telescope shows us that in all the great
material yoints, the planets resemble the carth.
‘I'ley all tevolve ronnd the sun, and round their
axes, as the earth does, by which they must have
day and pigut, summer and winter. “They scem,
like our globe, to have spots, reficcting the light
difterently, as proceeding from mountains, valleys,
and plains.  They are suzrounded by atmospheres,
and, as far as we can discern, are siinilar to the
hall we inhabit, in as far asis necessary to support
life, although, like all the works of the Almighty
Creator, each having features Jdifering from ano-
ther.  If wenerely knew that they were of a
size equal to the eaithy or lasger, it would be the
most natural supposition, that they were formed
for the same purpose ; but when we have disco-
vered so many similar points of resemblance, the
inference is unavoidable. Iznorance may con-
clude that the stars were created in vain, or for
no great end, proportioned to their relalive im-
pottance in the universe; but when the pious and
scientific ohserver of nature discovers them to be
of such enormous magnitude, and the planets of
our system so like the earth in many respects, he
must censider their utter desolation as inconsist-
ent with intelligence and evident marks of design
which the Crealor has shown in such boundless
profusion in this world,  If every part upon earth
is so constit~’ed as to suppost life in some sort of
animals, skt we tefuse to enterfain the reasona-
ble idea, thal the numbeiless zlobes around us,
and, more particularly, cur fellow-planets, have
been also frmed in some degree for a similar pur-
pose. By moving round on its imaginary axis,
every patt of our globe is, in its tutn, exposed to
the beneficial influence of the sun.  Even the in-
terval of darkness which cach region experiences
1s not without its use to us.  All living things on

T o

catth, animal as well as vegetable, have need of
tepose at regular periods from the exertions which
they undergo generally during the day. Lvery
vegetable may be said to sleep in the absence of
the sun, though some are seen to do so more visi-
bly than others, Some fold up their leaves and
blossoms at night 3 and, speaking geaerally, the
want of light is the natural signal for creatures to
take their repose. Nature, however, with that
amazing diversity in contrivance whichshe seems
to love to display in all her works, has suited some
classes of animals for activity in the light of day,
but others in darkness, or rather in lesser degrees
of light. For our present illustration, it is sufli-
cient to point out that some require the light of
the sun, and some that of the moon, which the
motions of the carth procure them.

¢ Now,when we see the same great and benevo-
lent contrivance in the plancts, ate we not to in-
fer, that, with them, it answers a similar p'xq'\ose
ason carth. Can we cradit that they tum like
this globe, but for no shch end?  The similitude
holds still further. Somec of them atso vevelve
obligucly, but being inclined to the plane of their
ecliptic, and thus must have a change of seasons,
and their surfaces must be therefore adapted from
different degrees of heat, to the subsistence of va-
tious kinds of animal and vegetable productions,
as with us.  When we sce planets attended by
moons, shall we not suppose these meant for a
like use as our own? 1 may here point out a
strong argument for their being inhabited, found-
cd on the evident means of enlightening them ac-
cording to their distance from the sun, which is
almost demonstrable proof on this question. Those
lanets which a'e nearer the sun than the earth
1s, have no moons that we can discern, but they
may probably require less reflected light than we
do, from their being immersed in more concen-
traled and direct light, which, radiatinz from the
sun as a centre, is of course densest the nearcr
to that centre : their atmospheres also may refract
it more, which would prolonz 2 strong twilizht
appearance to them, 'There is teason to believe
that the planet Mars— theone immediately beyond
us—has a very dense atmosphere, and thus, these
three, although unprovided with a mcon, may
have sufficient light on their parls which are tum-
ed from the sun.  Bat those great vlanets beyond
Mars have cach several moons ; Jupiter having
four; Saturn, seven; and Uranus, or the most
distant planet,) six: all which must contribute
light to them, winle, owing to their vast distan-
¢t rom the sun, they might otherwise be defi-
cient init. Onc of them has also two immense
broad flat rings, (at somne distance from its body,)
which must receive and reflect to its surface a
great portion of light, which would otherwise go
past. It is far from 1mpossible that the two pla-
nets nearest the sun, Mercury and Venus, have a
moon cach, or some contrivance similar to the
aurora borcalis, to illumine their lishts; but the
earth, as the planet in the third place of the sys-
tem of planets, has a moon, one greal use of which
is to receive the sun’s light, and reflect it upon
those parts of the earth on which thesun does not
shine “directly, and this by a wonderfully-con-
trived rotary motion in the earth as well as in the
moon. No person dishelieves that one purpose of
our moon was to contribute light to the earth in
the absence of the sun—the contrivance istoo ap-
patent to be doubted for a moment, even if the
Scuptures had not remarked it 5 and shall we then
discredit the idez, that exactly similar bodies, (in
as far as we can see,) when circling round other
planets, are intended to answer a similar putpose
to them as our moon does tous? It can indeed
be demonstrated that they must reflect a conside-
rable quantity of light on the planets to which
they belong 5 and can we, cansistent with com-
mon scnse, think that this light is meant only to
shine on uninhabited solitudes, where there are
no cyes to be benefited by their hght? No!
Such inferences of their usclessness would be ab-
surd, for they too clearly indicate the contrary,
to leave room for our fancying that they enlight-
en nothing which can he the better of their rays.
That the moons and rings sound Saturn, for ex-
ample, are for the purpose, and actually will re-
flect lizht on his surface, can no more be doubted,
than that our moon doces so on the earth, or that
this is done for the sake of living creatures, capa-
ble of secing it. The design, therefore, from
which procecded these contrivances for giving the

as their distance from the sun permits them to re-
ceite less and less direct light, as evidently shows
and even proves a putposc or end to be answered,
as the construction of the eyes of all animals which
prey in the night, enables ther , whenever they
choose, to adinit a greater quantity of light by a
capability of withdrawing a greater portion of the
itis than usualy while those creatures which are
cxposcd to a bright light, are able to contract tha
pupil of their eyes to a mere point,

.“To suppose that the stars were made only to
give a faint ghmmering light to the inhabitants
of our globe, must bespeak a very unworthy opi-
nion of the divine wisdom-—for many of the stars
are so far from benefiting us, that they cannot be
seen ‘vithout the aid of 2 telescope ; and the De-
1ty, by an infinitely less excition of creative pow-
er, could have given our earth far greater light
by only one additional moon. Every star is un-
doubtedly the centre of a magnificent system of
worlds, as our own sun is, Thus, the greatness
of God is magnilied, and the grandeur of his em-
pire made manifest. He is not glorified on one
carth, or in one world 2lone, bul%n ten thousan)
times ten thousand.”?

The work is writlen in a pleasing style, and is
for sale at the book store of Aumour & Ramsay.

Tut Ductrines or Mopsny Gronocy REFUTED,
in a Discourse on Exodus ax. 11 By A. J.
Winniamson, ‘Toronto: 1811,

Tuw wiiter of the above T'ract appears to have
been influenced in its composition by a commend-
able zeal for the interests of revealed truth, and
2 w.sh o defend the cosmogony and_chronology
of Mosgs in the first chapter of Genes:s, against
the theories of modern geologists, who, rejecting
the ancient and popular interpretation of that
chapter, suppose a succession of creations—suc—
cessive races of plants, and gencrations of ani-
mals, to have pre-eaisted the work of creation
described by Moskes.

Mr. W. confines himself principally to an exa-
mination of a Lecture by Dr. Pye Swvitu, ¢« Qa
the relation between the Holy Scriptures and some
parts of Geological Science.”  He speaks of hav-
ing given that work an ¢ extremely hunied but
attentive perusal,’® and promises, that should an-
other edition of his Tract be called for, that it
shall be ¢ re-written ;7 with a view, we presume,
to amore careful and extensive consideration of
the subject. Before, however, he writes again,
we would reccommend the author to consult the
geological works of Professor Buekraxp and My,
GraxviLe Pexy, and especially  The Truths
of Revelation Demonstrated by an appeal to Ex-
isting Monuments, &c. By John Murray, £.5.A.,
&ec.”? He will then be better prepared to under-
take the task of refuting ¢ Doctrines,” which,
however novel and anti-scriptural they may ap-
pear to be, have the support of men eminent in
science, and firm believers in divine revelation.

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Tuts useful, and extensively circulated month-
ly publication, appears this month greatly im-
proved in appearance and size, contuning sixteen
pages instead of eight, with a stitched cover, up-
on which will be found notices and advertise-
ments, the proceeds of which, ate to assist in de-
fraying the additional expense. ‘The journal is
now devoled to three objects—TrMreRaNcE,
AGRICULTURE, and Epvcation, and is, therefore,
calculated to promote some of the most vital infe-
rests of the country. The oYjects proposed by the
diffusion of this work, are woithy of the most en-
lightened philanthropy ; and while the conductors
of it secky in the spint of Chustian charity and
candour, to attain these objects, we shall rejoice in
the most extensive and triumphant success with
which their efforls can be crowned. Itis publish-
ed at the very low price of 2s. 6d. per annum, and

planetary bodics mosc reflected light in proporlion

already has a circulation of about 6,000 copics.
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MISCELLANEOUS,

REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE.

INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE REV. DUNCAN
M‘COLL, LATE OF ST. STLPHELS, NEW
BRUNSWICK.

Peont the Deit sh Nosth Anwnican Weosleyan dMetbeadist Magasine for March

AT the period referred to in the following ex-
tract, Mr. M+C. was a pay-sergeant i the Bii-
tish Army, and engaged in the American war,

<¢ [n the spring of 1779, ﬂxe observes,) two te-
giments of us embarked on board of a fleet, sailed
to Penobscot Bay, and landed on the peninsular
of Magebegadun.  ‘The engineer soon laid out the
plan of a large fort 3 artificers and troops got to
work, and raised about three-fourths of a fort
tound us, high as six feet, before a flect of Ame-
tican {roops fiove in sight 3 they came up to what
we called the point-—forty sail of them, chicfly
carrying heavy artillery.  They commenced ﬁr-!
ing, and strove toland, but our out-lying picket
prevented them for a week. Our Colonel re-
quested me to keep with him night and day, in
order to be ready to carry his orders to other ofli-
ce1s.  On the seventh day, the enemy landed a
large body of troops under the fire of their ship-
ping. Our out-lying picket being but two hun-
dred strong, had to retreat, and this they did in
good order.  We saw them coming, and the ene-
my close at their heels.  We had two platforms
latdy but not a gun mounted. The Colonel said
to me, ¢ You sec our situation : the enemy close
al hand, and not a cannon mounted; go and tell
the Major to turn upon the enemy, and gamn some
time, and we shall soon be ready for them.? 1
saw what I had to fear; our troops were wn a lit-
tle valley, and the enemy on the rising ground
behind them ; I had to appear on the rising ground
facing the cnemy. 1 committed myself to God,
and felt all care gone, and a cotnfortable rehiance
on the Lord, Sosoon as I came n the enemy?s
sight, a large body of troops fired three volleys at
me. No man can be sensible of what I then ex-
petienced, unless he has felt the like himself., 1
do not speak extravagantly when 1 say, that the
shower of bullets resembled a shower of hailstones.
Tle carth was torn in every spot or foof, the hair
was cut off my head, and mr clothing torn into
picces; but, at the third volley, the firing all at
once ceased. Qur Major said, ¢ Make haste, and
fall into the ranks, for the wlole fire is at you
I smiled, and looked at the enemy,saying, ¢ They
have not a bullet in their budget that can hurt
me this day.> The Major looked camestly at me,
and smiled. I spoke just as I then felt, and with
as much composure as ever_1spoke. Our troops
turned upon the enemy, and fired a round or two,
till two guns were discharged from our fort, which
did much execution, and the enemy had fo re-
treat into the woods behind them.® So soon as
I gat to the Colonel, he said, ¢ We havebut three
1ounds of ammution out of magazine,and Licuten-
ant Willison, of the Attillery, has got the keys;
he is at Banks? Battery.? This was half a mile
off'; the way to it led by the front of the enemy.

® In passing by Pcnobscot many years after this, §
informcs Brother Lee of the astonishing providence of
God in saving my life at the siege of Penobscot § and
a few days after, we had preaching at the town of
Union, where a Coloncl Robins invited us to spend the
night with him.  In the course of the cvening, our con-
versation turned on the providence of God over men
and thngs. The Colonel said, €I was in my country’s
scrvice at the siege of Penobscot.  Qur troops landed
under cover of our shipping. The British reteeated in
good order, and 1 pursued close after them with my
rcgiment; 1 observed a well-drested man, with his
sword derwa in his hard, coming (rom their fort. |
knew he had some unfavourabi~ design against us, and
1 thought it my duty to cut him off. 1 ordered my re-
giment to firc at him, and alter the third volley I'saw
that he was neither killed nor apparently wounded. 1
jmmediatcly commeanded my men to stop Gring at him,
aaying, God has some work for that man to perform on
earth—{ct him alonc.” Brother Lee made some signs
to me, wishing mc 10 inform the Coloncl that I was the
man. 1 knew that the Coloncl would reccive me with
great joy, but 1 feared it might hurt my uscfulness
among the people in_that couniry, because T had been
against them—therefore 1 suffered not brother Lee to
speak of it.  But 1 could not but admire the spirit of
the worthy Coloncl, under the government of Almighty
God, to whom all praisc is duc.

I ran along before them, and got to Banks’ Batle-
ry just as our people had destroyed it, and were
tetreating by a circuitous way to the fort from it.
One of our officers offered to accompany me back

.} to the fort, but 1 told him it was much the safesi

for me to go alone, and advised him to go round
with the party, [ got back with the key in safe-
ty. The enemy soon raiscd three strong batteries,
and commnenced a close seige, which in the whole
lasted three and twenty days.

¢\ day or two after this, I was standing near
the Colonel, and the Ceneral standing close to
him--an ecighteen pound ball caine over their
heads, and struck my fine bunch of beautiful fea-
thers, which I had i my Highlard bonnet: they
cost me eight dollars; but they were broke to
picces. I took up my bonnet, the Colonel saying
playfully, ¢ You keep good colours.? But soon
after this, as 1 stood in our psovision store by the
door, 1 saw a shell fall close before tne 5 instant-
ly a large picce of it struck me in the neck—1
staggered back, put np my band, and found my
stock cut in two, and my shirt collar singed by
the powder. 1 said nothing abovt it, bul went
and zot another stock, and put it on,

¢ However, a few days after, as I was silting
in a very exposed situation, with my hand stretch-
ed over the neck of a frieud, an eighteer. pound
ball caine between our heads. 1 was knocked
down by the wind from the ball, the skin was
broke in little places on my face and neck, and
the blood ran freely. His aid-de-camp said to
the General, ¢ M¢Coll is killed.> I said, ¢ No,
Sir, but I believe the side of my head is gone.?
They were glad to hear me speak, but they laugh-
¢d at my answer.

¢« I was, after this, stationed in a very exposed
place. My commander allowed me a faithful
man to attend me, and to cook for me. One of
these days, the firing was exceedingly powerful
from all sides. I said {o Camcron, my man,
¢ Provide my breakfast by the time I come back,
and { will go round the fort, and see what is go-
ingon? 1 left him but a little ways, befure 1
saw a corporal of our company, whom I had re-
commended to the Commissary as a good man to
issue rations for him, eating bread and butter: in-
stantly his head was cutoff. 1 turned round, and
saw three men cut down by one ball ; one of them
was a good man—he committéd his soul to God
in the name of Jesus, and then died. I then
thought 1 saw enough of what was going on, and
turned round to my own station, when I saw my
poor Cameron eating a Lit of bread, and sitting on
my trunk, where he often sat: in a moment his
heels were knocked up, and his head was gone.
My poor fellow was to me a faithful mao, and he
was a hrave soldier ; he had a warning of his
death in his sleep a few honrs before, and told me
of it. O, cruel wotk among men professing the
name of our loving Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ,”

GENEALOGY OF HER MAJESTY THE
QUEEN.

In an article on this subject in the Renfrewshire
Annual, the genealogy of Her Majesty is traced
down from Kexxeru, King of Scots, about 837,
and concludes :—

& By the above detail it is cstablished, that Her
slajesty is not only descended fiom William the
Conquerory and from the Princess of Weles, but
that she also represents the Saxon royal family of
England, and the still more ancient royal families
of the Caledonians or Picts, and of the Scots or
Celts; and, in this way, that she unites in her
pesson, the titles of all the ancient royal families
of Britain, and is connccled with every royal fa-
wily of Europe,”?

Joux EvELYN, in his Diary, has left a. pathetic
memorial of the last days of Charles 1L, ; the sub-
stance of which is, tbal being at the palace at
Whitehall, on the Sunday night preceding His
Majesty’s death, he saw him recliningon a settee,
with the Duchess of Portsmouth, and others of his
innamorales ; when 2 beautiful French youth, a
vocalist, was singing amorous songs, and accom-
panying them onalule. Evelyn observed, at va-
rious parts of the spacious ancient apartinent, there
were manx Iadies and gentlemen of this impious
court, with very large pools of geld on the table,
playing the then fashionable game of basset,

MOUNT ARARAT.

It has been supposed that the ark rested on
Mount Ararat, in Armenia,  Josephus countenan-
ces this view of ity and it is interesting to ob-
serve, that the name of the Armenian cily wher
it has been su}}}aoscd the ark at last grounded,
siguilies the Place of Descent, fiom the Greek
aparateeion.  Others have, howeser, urged that
it rested upon Mount Caucasus, near Apamea, in
Phrygia, from the circumstance, that in Genesis
Xi. 2, the sons of the patiiarch are represented as
Journeying westward from the Place of descent,
and Mount Ararat in Armenia being wcest of this
country., The language of the sacred wiiter does
not particulaily define the question. Mount Ara-
rat, according to Marier, is at once awful in its
elevation, and beautiful in its form.  Sir Robest
Ker Porter describes this celebrated mountain as
divided, by a chasm of about seven tniles wide,
into two distinet reaks,ca\led The Great and The
Litlle Ararat, and is of opinion that the ark final-
ly Tested in this chasm.” This pleasing and ele-
gatnt writer gives a beautiful description of Ara-
rat i—

¢ I'beheld Ararat in all its amplitude of gran-
deur,  From the spot on whicn I stood, it ap-
peared asif the hugest mountains of the world had
been piled upon cach other, to form tius one su-
hlime immensity of earth, and rock, and snow.
The jcy peaks of its double heads rosc ajestical-
ly into the clear and cloudless heavens; the sun
blazed bright upon them, and the reflection sent
forth a dazzling radiance equal to other suns,
This point of the view united the utmost grandeur
of plain and height ; but the feelings 1 experienc~
ed whxlc_z looking on the mountain” are hardly to
be described. My eye, not being able to rest for
any length of time on’the blinding glory of 1ts
summits, wandered dowa the apparently intermi-
nable sides, till I could no longer trace their vast
lines in the mists of the horizon ; when an inex-
pressible impulse immediately earrying my eye
urwards again, refixed my gaze on the awful
glare of Ararat; and this bewildered sensibility
of sight, being answered by a similar feeling in
the mind, for some moments I was lostinastrange
suspension of the powers of thought,”

BYRON’S WORKS.
As for Byron, his exquisite pathos, and almost
peerless beauty, can make no atonement for his
vices, and should have no power 1o reconcile us
to his works. Heis, indeed, as he has been styled,
the master of a satanic school. Infidelity” 2nd
immorality never before received such patronage
from the poetic muse. Never before was genius
seen in a closer union with vice. His works are
enough to corrupt the morals of a nation, and in-
deed they seem to have been wrtten for tius pur-
ose 5 and Byton appears to have been stitred up
y an evil spirit, to attempt to accomplish, by his
fascinating poems, that mischief which the wit of
Voltaire, the subtletics of Hume, and the popular
tibaldry of Pain, had in vain endeavoured to
achieve. At length, the indigmation of heaven
seems to be roused, und {o have scorched with
its lightning the wings of his lofty but impious
genius; inasmuch as his later productions evince
a singuls ¢ destitution of that tal;c-nt which charac-
terised the earlier efTusions of his muse. One cap
scarcely suppose it possible that even he could
read the cantos of his most vicious work, without
secretly exclaiming, under a consciousness of
their infetiority, ¢« ilow am I fallen ! —\What
have Idone?
If young men would not be cursed hy the 1nfi-
delity and immorality which lurks within his pa.
ages, let them beware how they touch his vo-
umes, as much as they would to embrace a beau-
tiful form that was infected with the plague.—
Rev. J. A. James,

TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE BY THE Jews.—
We perceve that the first part of a new transja-
tion of the Old Testament, with commentary; by
two or three learned Jews in England, for the use
of their brethren, was to be published at the bezin-
ning of this year. It is somewhat remarkable that
the only versions of the Pentateuch in English,
hitherto possessed by the Israelitesin this country,
although edited by members of their own body,
are but a rprint of the versions authorised by tl{e

Anglican Church, .
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NO TEMPLE IN HEAVEN.

—_—

1. Thercis no idol temple there.
2. There is no temple for heresy and error.

3. There is no party temple there.—Now, even
the followers of Christ cannot see eye to eye.
Well, <let every one be fully persuaded in his
own mind.”” As population increases, of course,
temples will be necessarily multiplied. There is
no harmm in this, provided they will love each
other, and co-operate ; but, alas! we frequently
find altar erected against altar, and the bigotry of
the attendants leading them to exclaim, ¢ The
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are
we ! Hence, frequently, those who worship
the same God, through the same Madiator, and by
the influence of the same Spirit, live estranged
from each other, as if they did not belong to the
same community § and in some cases, where there
is an accordance in doctrine and in discipline, and
where there is only a difference with regard to
the mode of the administration of an ordinance,
the giit of sprinkling for instance, they cannot
live in peace, nor be able to commemorate the
dying love of Jesus at the same table. Really,
one would sometimes imagine, that each denomi-
nation expected that hercafter there would be a
party temple of their own, into which all would
submissively rest; but they are mistaken—all
hese differences will then be done away, and we
shall be surpriscd, and if grief could enter heaven,
we should be grieved, that we have attached our-
selves so exclusively to our distinctions here.
When the corn is cartied home to the same gar-
ner, no inquiry is made whether it grew in this
field or that field before the harvest. Children
may differ in age, in size, in dress, and in school-
ing, but they are all one family. Do we believe
this? Do we believe that the perfection of the
future state is such, that there will be no party
temple there. My dear hearers, you never find
in the scriptures such a command 2s this, ¢ Take
heed where you learn,” though you read, ¢ take
heed what you hear,” and ¢ take heed how you
hear.”” You will not hereafier have the question
»ddressed to you, where did you worship? but,
whether you have worshipped the Father in spi-
rit and in truth. But is this true ? Wil there be
no party temple thete? Do we believe this?
Do we believe that the perfections of heaven arise
from him? Surely it is desirable to approach as
neatly to that state now, in disposition, as possi-
ble. O, I shall be saved, not as a member of a
particular church, but as a member of the church
universal! I feel myself a thousand times more
dignified and honoured by the name of a Chris-
tian, which comprehends us all, than I should by
the name of an Episcopalian, a Dissenter, an In-
:}ependent, a Baptist, or a Methodist.—Rev, W.
ay. .

v

Cowrkr, the poet, in his Memoirs of his Early
Life, gives an affecting instance of the benelit fre-
quently derived from the recollection of some con-
solatory text of Scripture. It occurred while he
was at a public school. ¢ My chief affliction,”
he says, ¢ consisted in my being singled out from
all the other boys, by a lad about fifteen years of
age, as a proper object upon whom he might let
loose the cruelty of his temper. One day, as {
was sitting alone upon a bench in the school, me-
tancholy, and almost ready to weep at the recol-
Jection of what I had already suffered, and ex-
pecting at the same time my tormentor every mo-
ment, these words of the Psalmist came into my
mind, ¢I will not be afraid of what man can do
unto me.> [ applied this to my own case, with a
degree of {rust and contidence in God that would
have been no disgrace to a much mcere experierc-~d
Chiistian.  Instantly 1 perceived in myself a
briskness of spirit, and a eheerfulness, which 1
had never before experienced, and took several
paces up and down the room with joyful alacrity
—his gift in whom I trusted. Happy would it
have been. for me, if this early effort towards the
blessed God had been frequently repeated by
me !”? .

A grEAT nephew eof the veritable Alexander
Selkirk, the original of the celebrated Rubinson
Crusoe, is at present residing at Cannonmills,
near Edinburgh, (Scotland,) in rather straitened
circumstances.

i e ——————————
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RESPECT YOUR PASTOR’S FEELINGS.

THERE are many circumstances connected with
the pastoral office, which often extort the cry,
¢ Who is sufficient for these things 72 There is
enough labour to exbaust the best energies, and
enough unavoidable anxiety to sublue the best
spirits in him who devoles himself to God 1n the
ministry. But, alas! how many trials are gratu-
itously heaped upon him by the very persons for
whose welfare he is expending his strength. In-
stead of helping him, they retard; instead of
strengthening his hands, they rob him of his pow-
er. Thousands of ministers, we have reason to
believe, have heen sacrificed by the harshness and
inhumanity of their people. Often have we seen
excellent men, of sensitive feelings, (and none
who have not such feelings, should occupy a pul-
pit,) borne down to the earth, by the disregard of
their people to their feelings. We shall only re-
fer to a single form in which such disregard may
not only destroy the personal comfort, but the
public usefulness, of a preacher. We mean, in
some instances, the malignant, and in others, the
thoughtless disparagement of a minister in his
public services. One will insinuate against his
pastor, that his sermons are not studied, and ano-
ther, that they are dry and uninteresting. Others
still, will draw invidious comparisons between
him and other ministers, and in such circumstan—
ces, as to ensure its coming to his ears. Nay,
what is more common than for people to tell their
pastors that they would like them to exchange
with neighbouring ministers, and even to remaik
that they had never heard such sermons as they
heard from such and such an one.

It may be said, that ministers of the Gospel
should be above the influence of petty jealousy,
and that they should not be affected by retarks
of this nature. Very true, they should be more
dead to self, and the world, than they are ; but
while they retain human feelings, they must be
wounded by such comparisons as induce them to
helieve that their administrations are not accepta-
ble. Some of the best men in the ministry are
distrustful of their own- abilities, 2nd need much
soothing encouragement, to quicken them in duty.
Upon such, an indiscreet and unfeeling remark
may have the most Injurious tendency; it may
operate as a dead weight in keeping down their
energies, and, for a time at least, disqualify them
for the pulpit. The day of judgment will un-
doubtedly show that many of God’s servants have
been thus crippled in their work, by those who
should have assisted them ; and it will expose to
shame those who, regardless of consequences,
could disregard the feelings of those who minis-
tered to them in holy things,—Presb.

HULSEAN PRIZE.

The Hulsean Prize of 100 guineas has been
adjudged to Andrew Jukes, Trinity College. Sub-
ject—¢¢ An inquiry into the principles of the pro—
phetic interpretation, and the practicel results
arising from them.” The subject for the present
year is, ¢ The use and valuc of the ancient Fa-
thers, considered as auxiliary to the proof of the
truth of the Christian religion, and to the eluci-
dation of its doctrines.”

EXTRAORDINARY OCCURRENCE.

A MosT singular interposition of Providence was
witnessed in the parish of Offtod a few days since.
A poor gi.l, named Hannab Story, has, for upwards
of eight years, been afflicted with a spinal affec—
tion, and, for the last two years, has also had a
complzint in one of her legs, causing very great
pain, the flesh from her foot to her knee being as
black as a hoot. She was unzble to move herself
without assistance, and could not even sit upon a
stool or chair. She was, however, sitling upon
the side of the bcd, suffering the most intense
agony, when, to the surprise of herself and those
about her, the limb that had been so great trouble
actually fell off upon the floor, in 2 manner most
remarkable ; even not so much as a splinter of
the bone wes left, but it appeared as though am-
putation had been performed in a mcst masterly
manner. We understand a medical man of great
talent had been examining it only a day or two
before, and thought amputation could not be un-
dergone, from the very dangerous aspect and
weak state of the patient.— Cambridge Chronicle:

Excuawp, it is rumoured, has entered very
readily into an idea formed of rendering Jerusa-
lem, Bethlehem, and the other Holy Cities of Pa—
lestine, independent of the Turkish dominivn: &
proposal for the appo'ntment of a Christian Gover-
nor at Jerusalem, has also been well received at
London ; and it is now certain that the Eurépean
Powérs are abott to open a négociation with tha
Porte on this subject, in concurrence with France.
This measure may be considered as the last step
towards the final settlement of the Eastern Ques-
tion.

resca—

POETRY.

THE SLEEPERS.

BY MISS M. A. BROWNE,

THEY are slceping !-——Who are sleeping ?
Children wearicd with their play,
For the stars of night are peeping,
And the sun hath sunk away ;
As the dew upon the blossoms
Bows them on their slender stem ;
So, as light as their own bosoms,
Balmy sleep hath conquer’d them.

They are sleeping ! —Who are sleeping 2
Mortals compass’d round with woc;

Eyelids wearied out with weeping,
Close for every weakness now :

And that short rclief from sorrow,
Harass’d naturc sha'l sustain,

Till they wake again tomorrow,
Strengthen’d to contend with pain.

They are sleeping '—Who are sleeping ¢
Captives in their gloomy cells ;

Yet sweet dreams are o’er them crecping,
With their many-colour’d spells :

All they love--again they clasp them,
Feel again their long-lost joys ;

But the haste with which they grasp them,
Every fairy form destroys.

They are sleeping {—Who are sleeping ?
Misers by their hoarded gold ;
And in fancy now are heaping
Gems and pearls of price untold :
Golden chains their limbs encumber ;
Diamonds seem before them thrown ;
But they waken from their slumber,
And the golden drcam is flown.

They are sleeping !-~Who are sleeping ?
Pause a moment—foftly tread ;
Angxious frierds are fondly keeping
Vigils by the sleepers’ bed :
Other hopes are all forsaken,
One remains—that slumber decp ;
Speak not, lest the slumberer waken
From that sweet, that saving slcep.

They are sleeping !—Who are sleeping *
Thousands who are pass’d away,
From a world of woe and weeping,
To the regions of decay:
Safe they rest the green turf under—
§'ghing breeze, or music’s breath,
Winter’s wind, or summer’s thunder,
Cannot break the sleep of death !
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