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OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH, MON-
TREAL.

Through the kindness of our much es-
teemed friend, the pastor, we are privi
leged to place before our readers a repre-
sentation of the handsome edifice now in
course of erection for the above church.

Since their organizatior into a separate
body, our “ Olivet " friends have met in
what they have suggestively named the
‘“tabernacle,” no doubt in keeping with a
determination that its occupancy should
be of very temporary duration. It is ex-
pected that their new femple will be com-
pleted and dedicated to the service of
God within a year from the present tin
The following description is taken frc
a recent number of Zke Olive Branch, a
very excellent and useful monthly paper,
published in the interests of the church
by the everactive and devoted pastor,
Rev. John Gordon, B.D.

By the way, Zhe Christian Helper is
the grand-child of Zhke Olive Branch: for
the latter gave birth to Zke Skeaf, whose
offspring are we.

The following is the description :—

“The building will be constructed of what
is known as rough mountain lime-stone, and
will be 109 feet in length by 84 feet wide.
Fronting on Osbomne street, there will be
two towers, each 100 feet in height. The

main audience room will be octagon in form,
with semi-circular seats, capable of holding

leries, will seat 1400 persons. The basement
will be light and cheerful, and perfect in its
arrangements for Sunday school and prayer
meetinj
about

The present membership of Olivet is
very nearly if not quite two hundred ; and
the Sunday school, under the efficient su-
perintendence of E. V, Mosely, Esq. num-
bers some three hurdred and fifty scholars,
and is very rapidly increasing.

We look forward with prayerful and
hopeful interest to the future of Olivet
church and Sunday school.

May abundant blessing rest upon the
head of the devoted pastor who a few
months ago declined a very pressing call
to another field of labour in connection
with the Bowdoein Square church, Boston,
content to labour on with his loving and
beloved people in Montreal,

In our next we hope to have a cut of
the St. Catherine street church, of which
the Rev. J. L. Campbell is pastor.

-

A MERRY CHRISTMAS.

In another week we shall have reached
that

“ Blest season of innocent mirth,
When a r-h..,- ineflable rests on the earth,
Since Bethlehem witnessed Emmanuel’s birth,”

The season when,{by mutual consent,
workshops, warchouses and schools are
closed ; and merchant and clerk, and arti-
zan and scholar, all unite in celebrating
the birth of Emmanuel. It is the world’s
tribute to the Messiah, and is a standing
proof that the great mass of its civilized
inhabitants recognize in Jesus the Saviour

mankind. We know not how it is, but
as if the world were
on its good behaviour during the Christ-
mas season: for then, if ever, crusty people

t seems alw

become genial, stingy people generous,
disagreeable people bearable, while loving
humanity becomes doubly attractive. We
always feel that the influences of that
heavenly benediction have not yet passed
away, but that still the angels’ song’echoes
through men’s hearts and thrills them with
that wouderful melody of praise,

“ Gloryto God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”

And as we gather around our festive
boards with thankful, joyful hearts, and
bask ourselves in the sunshine of harmony

and love, let us not forget that there are
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about 000 persons, and, with the aid of gal- ! those around us whose hearts we can

gladden by some small act of kindness
and consideration ; let us not forget that

The cost of the building will ‘be | wonderful benison of the Master himself
,000— organ and furnishing extra.” | oo said, * Inasmuch as ye did it unto

one of the least of these my brethren, ye
did it unto me.”

And now, in this season of kind words
and compliments, the HELPER extends to
its readers, one and all, a friendly hand,
and as we feel your warm whole-souled
grasp, we wish you all the compliments of
the season—a merry Christmas, and a
Happy New Year.

PR P —

“THOSE GRAPES."

In these days of enlightenment and
scientific research, we have often been
puzzled to know whether Christianity re-
ceived more harm from its out-and-out
enemies, or from its half-hearted friends,

From its avowed enemies, the friends
of Christianity,—and even the world—ex=
pect nothing else than opposition, and
whether it come from the polished RENAN
or the philosophical MiLy, it is judged
upon its merits and generally taken at its
true value. But with its avowed friends
is an entirely different one.
While we expect opposition from enemies,
we look for support and sympathy from
friends ; and if these be either entirely
wanting or rendered in a half-hearted or
apolegetic manner the effect is more
damaging to the cause of Christ than the
determined opposition of those who really
believe our religion to be a sham, and
fight it boldly out on that line.

We find plenty of Christians, who while
generally accepting the principle that the
Bible is the inspired word of God, yet
hold that they are not bound to believe
its entire contents, In other words they
believe whatcoincides with their own ideas

the case

| and reject the part which does not suit

them. Some of them take exception to
its historical facts, some to the scientific
subjects, and all can prove conclusively
(to themselves) that they are right, and
God's inspired word is wrong. But even
these—bad and injurious to Christ’s cause
as they may be—are not half so hurtful as
another class hardly so bold, who, while
accepting the truths and facts of the Bible,
do so in such a hal-hearted and apolo-
getic manner, as to give colouring to the
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view that they are

.

and only concur in them bec:. ¢ they nre
afraid to be thought not strictly orthodox.

them some of the grapes of this
country, and in the children's picture bool

they are always represented as bearing one
monstrous branch swung to a pole between

Out upon these milk-and-water Chri

who have not the manliness to avow what
they really believe, and to battle for it,
oppose them who may !

Probably of all the Old Testament facts,
none has been more disputed and ridi-
culed by its opponents, or apologized for
by its friends, than “ those grapes™ of Esh-
col, spoken of in the 13th chapter of
Numbers. The account reads as follows :

“ And they came unto the brook of Esh-
col, and cut down from thence a branch with

one cluster of grapes, and they bare it be-
tween two, upon a staff ; and thez brogﬁ:n

:{Agewn cﬁl:d .l;"l:rhookd!i'rhecol because
of the cluster of grapes which the children
of Israel cut down from thence.

Now this account is nlnlghﬂom&rd
enough, and we see no reason to doubt
the fact, except that such enormous clus-
ters of grapes are not common in our
day, and country; but we would infer
from the narrative of Moses that it was
also an extraordinary cluster even for that
country, for they took the trouble to name
the brook “ Eshcol” decanse of the grapes
they gathered there. We have heard Sun-
day school teachers explain this passage
away in the most absurd manner, and in-
stead of taking it as a truth, b the

them, a respectable load for a pack-train.
The Sunday school books exaggerate ft a
little.  The grapes are most excellent to this
day, but the branches are nat so as
lhose in the pictures. I was surprised and

I saw them, because those colos-
nl branches of grapes were one of my most
cherished juvenile tndmonl."

Exactly so Mr. Twain, and for, your
shattered juvenile traditions and wounded
feelings you have our warmest sympathy.

Of coarse Mr. Twain and thousands of
others like him do not believe the story of
the grapes, but they can all believe the
following which has being going the rounds
of the papers for some time past. We
quote from memory, but the facts are
correct.

“The great vine of Santo Jarbara in Cali-
fornia, has this year produced one cluster of
grapes which weighs one hundred and forty
pounds; the entive yield this year is ex-
pected to exceed ten tons.”

Now Messrs. Twainand Company, here
is a much more remarkable grape yarn
than that of Moses in holy writ, which
you ridicule so freely. Why don’t you
dispute the truth of this statement ? Why
—simply because it would not be safe to
contradict a fact, the truth of which can
be so easily proved by scores of actual
eye witnesses. There would be some

Bible stated it as such, assure their schol-
ars that the language was figurative, (which
term, by the way is a very convenient ex-
pression many Christians have for getting
out of a difficulty in which they may find
themselves), others, that the grapes were
no doubt large, but probably not exactly
50 weighty as to require the united efforts
of two able bodied men to carry them in
fact if they told their scholars what they
really believed about it, they would say
that they thought Moses exaggerated just
a little about the dimensions of these won-
derful grapes,

Here is a specimen of the latter kind
of explanation which is much more hurt-
ful, especially to the young, than any
direct denial of the truth of the Bible.
Says the popular humorist Mark Twain in
a work read by millions of old and young :

“]odm and moﬂm were the two

Canaan the
Zﬁ.um«npamm >
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age shown h , if nothing else,
in contradicting a fact, even though you |8
were called a foo/ for it, but there can be
none whatever in contradicting a fact
which happened thousands of years ago,
and which is verified by such an authority
as the inspired writer himself, We trust
that whenever any of our ‘friends are in-
clined to doubt the teachings of God's
word, they will consider that it is not
simply man’s record, but the record of
Him who cannot lie.

ol e 0

THE PROBLEM OF LIFE.

Life is a problem that each one of us
has to solve for ourselves, and on its cor-
rect solution depends our future happiness
or misery.

Whether we are thinking of it in this
connection or not, we are working it out
slowly and surely, though perhaps uncon-
sciously day by day, until at last the end
comes, and we find ourselves face to face
| with' the result of m lmmnghhonn.

What this result will be
kS | much - upen ‘ourselves. mm

here to do a certain work which no one
else can do as well as we can. It may be
agreeable work, or it may be work disa-
greeable and distasteful to our feelings,
but if it is “our work,” we ought to do it,
and do it faithfully. If we are faithful in
the discharge of the duties God has ap-
portioned us, we may rest assured we will
have His blessing, and that He will make
His face to shine upon us and lift upon
us the light of His countenance.

If we can glorify God herey
obtained the correct solution of
problem, for we will hluﬂttad
through faith in our ‘d L‘;\
enter into that higher 11 to enjoy
Him to all etemity. In spite of the prac-
tical and materialistic tendencies of the
age, it is cheering to feel Mn\uny
learned ard scientific men are '?tlﬂ out
life’s problem on this basis ; it gives the
lic tothe statement we heanooﬁen that
a man who is educated enmgh to bea

hil must ily drift into
nkcpnmm, and become hostile to the or-
thodox notions of Christianity.

Hear the testimony of the veteran philo-
sopher THOMAS CARLYLE, & among
pigmies, when compared intellectually
with scores of philosophers who think it

their duty to try and disprove the teach-
mgn ofScnpmm. and make God a liar. In
published lmu, Carlyle ‘says,
“Theol er I grow—and now I stand on
the brink of eternity—the more comes
back to me the sentence in the catechism
:_dlnllch .Ldlcamed w.l:‘en a child, and ﬂle
uller le becomes
‘ What is lha?hzf mdme:lnh‘l;l;n AP 'To
glorify  God and enjoy Him forever,'”
Surelé‘tlm imony of a a giant i
like Carlyle, who while hov upon the
brink of the eternal, gazes into it with un-
flinched vision and foelmgu of greater con-

fidence in the faithfulness of God,—surel
this must be correct :—that this uu-i
and

nite pro-

will have
great
Ives,

the end of that strange and i
blem we_call—* Lirg.”

Tue HELPER AND THE PosT OFFICE.—
Some of our subscribers ' complain that
they have not received their

larly.  Zhe fault is not ours. P'Pﬁ'ﬁli'

clerk is exceedingly pqmcuhr in thll

matter, and is to,_send everybody

their paper regularl promptly. ::
a

Post Office people by those who on
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EDITORIAL NOTES,

Barrie.—We understand the Baptist
friends in Barrie are making arrangements
for a grand social entertainment in the
Town Hall, to take place on the evening
of Thursday, the roth of January prox.
Among others invited to be present and
take part on the occasion, are the Presi-
dent of the Convention and the pastor
and choir of Jarvis street church, Toronto.
Very satisfactory arrangements are béing
made with the authorities of the Northern
Railway for the conveyance of the city
visitors at reduced rates. The Barrie
Church has a very warm place in the
interest and affection of a great many of
our city readers, and we have heard of a
number of friends who are making their
calculations to be vresent at the enter-
tainment on the evening of the roth prox.

Crurc CLerks will do well to read,
mark, and th ghly digest the fully
prepared and practical article in anothe
column, intended for their special service
“by one of them.” What a blessing and
comfort it would be if all our Church
Clerks could be got to adopt the very
systematic course of proceedure laid down
for them. We hope our esteemed brother,
the ‘writer of the article, may see abun-
dant evidence of the success of his sug-
gestions in his future correspondence with
the clerks of sister churches. We could
wish that some one equally competent
would take hold of our Association Clerks
and furnish them with some ideas as to
how their work ought to be done ; but in
the ‘meantime, we commend to them a
careful perusal of “The Work of Church
Clerks.”

Youne Men’s AssociatioN.—-In our
last pumber we gave the name of our
much respected brother, T. Dixon Craig,
as the President for the year of the Y. M.
C. A. connected with Jarvis St. church,
Since then brother Craig—who was not
present at the time of his election—has,
from the p of other

and other circumstances, felt it his duty |1

to decline the honour; and the Society
thereupon elected, by a hearty and unani-
mous vote, brother D. E. Thomson, bar-
ristet, &e., who has already won for him-
self a large place in the estcem o'm

PP

b Bro. Th p with
becoming dignity and grace at the Young
People’s Social last Thursday evening,
which, as will be found in another column,
was a grand success.

ToronTo BAPTIST M1sSIONARY UNION,
—The first meeting of the Board of this
Society since the death of its late Presi-
dent, took place on Friday evening last.

place our Convention once more on a
sound financial footing. There, we trust,
~with the blessing of God, generous
support on the part of the people, and
wise prudence on the part of the Board,—
it will ever remain thereafter: so that in
all future time we shall, as a Convention,
be able to comply with the inspired in-
junction :—“ Owe mo man anything, but
to love one another.”

There was a very large d. The
chair was occupied by Thomas Lailey,

ontributed Acticles,

Esq. A large amount of general b
was t d, and the following were
elected officers for the coming year :—
President, J. A. Boyd, Esq., M.A. ; Zrea-
surer, John Stark, Esq. ; Secretary, Dr. H.

THE WORK OF CHURCH CLERKS,
BY ONE OF THEM.
Lot all things be done decently and in order.”

The following ideas are the result of con-
ids ht and observation v, a

E. Buchan. The following resol: was
unanimously adopted on motion of brother
J. B. McArthur, seconded by brother
Stark :—

Whereas it has pleased God to remove
from among us our President and brother,
the late DAVID BUCHAN,—

Resolved, That we record our sense of the
loss sustained by his family, the church in
Yorkville, and (his Board : t we our
testimony to the high motives that actuated
him in originating the Toronto Baptist Mis-
sionary Union, and in furthering the objects
at which it aims, He d to. unite To-
ronto Bap ists for the purpose of extending
Baptist churches in the city, and was, to
some extent, permitted to see good results
follow from co-operation with his brethren.

Tue Year Book.—Owing to some
delay in waiting for “ copy " from one of
the Societies, the Yiar Book was not ready
as we anticipated in our last issue, but it
is 50 very near completion now that we
are safe in saying that it will be ready
before the New Year.  In order to ¢nsure
early delivery, orders should be forwarded
at once, accompanied by the cash, to Dr.
H. E. Buchan, 47 Gould Street, Toronto.
The, price last year was 15c. per copy,
not including postage, which on single
copies is two cents. We believe the new
Year Book will be the best yet.

Tre ConvenTioN.—The recent emer- |

gency meeting of the Home Mission
Board was at least partially successful in

thoug!
subject that is too seldom discussed. Every
Church Clerk, at least, will appreciate any
endeavor to reduce to something like a sim-
rle yet efficient system the work of his office.
tis hoped that thi r will elicit discus-
sion, and help towards this end.

BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

These should be securely kept in a por-
table box. About 8 x 10 inches is a con-
venient size for the Minute, Roll, and Letter
books, which shonld be well made, and la-
belled. Fold foolscap sheets twice, the nar-
row way ; full sheets of note once, in the
direction of the ruled lines ; other ILMI as
nearly this size as may be, for convenience
in handling. ‘Write title of each document
at folded. Documents in re-
lation to members sould bear the respec-
tive members’ numbers.  Elastic bands are
best for holding together the different sets
of papers.  All the books and documents are
?enmthemspecﬁonolmemhusn any

me,

THE MINUTE' BOOK.

the day-book. ' I
books with information.
rve a few leaves at the end for names
of officers and standing committees,
the pages on which their
Ty lef-hand
numhu'd',mdma
date of each entry. xﬂ'\-\u
is also to be used
thus : whenever a

B
]
HiH

it
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Give names of mover and seconder of all
motions and ame 4ments; and if an im-
portant discussion srise, the names of
speakers, with a brief summary of their ar-
guments and con, the object being to
make such a record that at a future time it
may be known why a certain course of
action was adopt
b a candidate is to be received for

ism, Or upon experience, or by restora-
tion, the relation of experience given to the
church, either directly or through a com-
mittee, should be noted ; also, questions put
to the candid i and

“Smith, Mrs. Charles, (see 242).” The or-

al entry in the roll remains untouched.

ppose now that Mrs. Smith ceases, from
any cause, to be a member; the clerk finds
her name in the index, is directed to No.
242, and on the line of the roll where Ellen
Jones's name appears, he makes the neces-
sary entry in the {mper column. The entry
in the minute-book, of her separation, will of
course be as Mrs. Smith,

No entry of the name of a member re-
ceived by baptism should be made in the
roll-book until after the candidate has been
baptized, for ci might arise to

names of g

ies.
ng'ee that a motion to receive a candidate
“for baptism” or “as a member after bar
tism,” is corncdl entered. A motion could
not be made to “receive as a member " ab-
solutely, because baptism must precede
membership,

The reasons for dropping or excluding a
member should be fully entered. When
action is taken, the clerk should communi-
cate with the member, giving the reasons
therefor ; and in case of such member aj
plying for membership in another church,
the copy of this letter would be evidence that
would clear the church excluding the mem-
ber, from a charge of negl.igence.

The clerk should record in the minute-
book the death of members as they occur,
in addition to entering the date on the roll.

THE ROLL BOOK.

The following plan is simple, yet gives an
easy method of mcnmnn an‘z moment
not only the numerical g of the church,
bu:h-d:ecomphtehbmtyofmdlmmbuu
su

The M-bmlgm for recording additions,
should be rul as follows : member's
number ; member’s name ; united by letter ;
united by baptism ; united by experience ;
united by restoration,

The right-hand page should record dis-
missions, by being ruled off as follows :
upanleé gy letter ; separated byld!;op ing ;

prevent the baptism, and in that case the
name would have to be struck off the roll,
as the membership dates from the baptism,

When the hand of fellowship is given, the
only entry in the roll-book will be that under
the heading “ History,” where will be given
the page of the minute-book on which that
fact is recorded.

The admission of a member by letter is
dated in the roll-book on the day on which
the motion to admit was made :—not on the
date of the letter itself, which may not have
been deposited for months after its date.

The “ History” column is a new feature,
and its s will now be shown. When-
ever a 's name is entered in the min-
ute-boc cept ir cases where reference
is not thought necessary), the member's
number should be written in the lefi-hand
margin, in colored ink or pencil, as already
mentioned. Then, in the History column of
the roll-book, write opposite the member's
name, the of the minute-book on which
such entry is made.
James Brown applies for a letter of dismis-
sal, and the clerk finds opposite his name
these ﬁﬁm : “24, 50, 120, 154, in the His-
tory column. He tums to pages 0,
120, and 154, of the minute-book, and s,
for example, that on the three first are re-
corded mpecliv:l{y the reception, baptism,
and recognition of James Brown, but page

was d

Suppose, now, that

mittee to James Brown be copied at page
23 of the letter-book, underp::.ed heading
" Hilml],' and after the figures “ 154,” the
figures “(23)" will appear.

If a reply be received from James Brown
(whose number, say, is w fold it and write
on the back the figures * 54,” and put it with
ﬁh" Icueﬂ or boalmenll connect wilht:

0. 54 us, by means of ﬁgns,
whole history of a member may be readily
traced.

? THE LETTER BOOK.

No church should be withoutone. Those
which do not require a press are most suit-
ble.  Associ letters, ¢ icati
to other churches, invitations to ministers
for special services, or as candidates, replies
0 icati ters of dismissal, when
not in the usval form,—these should all be
available, but in order to make them so, in
the ahsence of a letter-book, the clerk must
write copies in full in the minute-book.

When a document, which has been copied
in the letter-book is referred to in the min-
utes, write the of the letter-book in
brackets in the left-hand margin of the min-
ute-book.

No index will be needed if the letter-book
be paged, the reference in the roll or minute-
book to the page of the letter-book being
sufficient.

CORRISPONDENCE.

‘The clerk should have charge of all cor-
respondence which does not belong to com-
mittees whose proceedings are private or
who have a clerk of their own. Communi-
cations should be written npon paper bear-
ing the correct name of the church (whether
“ Regular ” or otherwise), also the name and
address of the pastor and clerk. The mis-
carriage of letters will be ented by using
envelopes with the address of the cler

on them. The business of the church

154 records that a pp
a year ago to write to Bro, Brown asking

i sep y deat
The remaining space will be headed “his-
tory.”
‘Where dates are noted, the column

of his I conduct. Upon

reading to the church the several entries, it

is ascertained that James Brown never re-

plied to the committee’s letter, and that his

nt application is made with a view of

Joining another Baptist dl:;lcll. Would it
ice to

rint
Ling of a private nature, so far as outsiders
are d cards should only be
;renﬁl;red where paper and envelopes cannot

‘When a written application for a letter of
dismissal be made through the pastor or any
member, it should (unless it contain matter
of a purely m;lonnl nature) be filed by the
clerk, who should after folding Ie!w.n relating

not be a d to

t him a letter in view of these facts?

‘et at the meeting where action is to be

u:oﬂiou the application, if no one is present
wi

phabetical index
ite it, “ see Smith,
Mrs. Charles " then turning to the letter
“8"in the index, he makes this entry:

E

to know the facts, and if the
record has not been searched, the letter is
The consequence is that the church

granting the letter is scandalized, and the | '

church u:cepﬁn& the member on the strength
of the letter is disgraced. If it is said

this case is uncommon, it is replied that
such cases may occur; but gven though
the; lhnuﬁm, instances are not so rare in
which a khowledge of all the facts would
have prevented mischief. But apart from
tlh:‘:, it is onl ﬁu'":wt:g mm_‘mu;;‘lldu
tl Chlﬁi, i an | —
shtmldh known concenrﬁing each member
as such. ¢

When letters or documents are copied in | diligent

the letter-! n(errigf to_any member,
the heSaing of# K sy Ths, i the cxse
just cited, suppose ooy iy o i e

to b mark the 's number
on the back, and keep on a file by themselves.
LETTERS OF DISMISSAL.

Some churches attach to them a blank
certificate to be filled by the church receiving
it, stating the fact and the date of the de
This certificate should be retu at
once after being filled, as the church issui
it regards the dismissed member as ;'«'{l
under their watchcare and di ine until
the certificate is received back. clerk’s
inattention to this matter will put the mem-
ber in the anomalous position of being under
the discipline of two churches at the same

moment.
Letters of dismissal should be valid for a
stated period only ; and if a certificate be
attached and not returned within the period,
onquir'mnhanldbemadaw:ytha
h:unolmb“eendeposoirud. o iy
certificates are of value, if proper!
used ; but are a hindrance rather than a
help if not promptly filled and returned.

letter
B
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EARLY MEMORIES,
CONTINUED,

About this time occurred my first religious
awakening. It was the year 1818, We had
removed to a new, at least a sparse settle-
ment on the bank of the Niagara river. At
that day there were between Black Rock and
the Tonawanda, about five settlers who had
been resident for a good many years.
were Dutch, or Germans, and spoke their
own language. About this time a few other
families were coming in. Among them was
a Mr, He was of Irish descept,—a
Methodist, and a local preacter. He pur-
chased the farm (the best in the settlement)
of one of these old settlers, to which he
added a considerable tract of wild land ad-
joining. He had money: he drove a car-
riage; and he fitted up his premiseswithaview
to taste as well as utility. All these things
stamped him us a man of consequence, and
secured him a position of superiority in the
estimation of his simple neighbours.  But
as he was kind and affable, the deference
which was cheerfully accorded him, was
largely mingled with sincere respect. . Up
to this time, so far as I know, or believe,
there had never been any religious services
in the settlement. But through Mr, F——'s
influence a Methodist circuit station was es-
tablished in our little log school-house. Our
first circuit preacher was the Rey, Mr. Phil-
more, a brother I believe, but if not, a near
relative of the late American president of
that name. According to my recollection of
him he was a man of very considerable abil-
ity. He had in his preaching the Methodist
fire of that day, but without its extavagancies.
His preaching was followed with consider-
able éffect. . Seéveral conversion.
A class was formed, and we had prayer
meetings and class meetings ; and Mr. F.
preached on the alternate Sundays, the cir-
cuit preacher only visiting us once in two
weeks, and then in the evening. Mr. Phil-
more, according to the impression I have
ﬁnyl retain fof him, had an e:;raor-

ary power of presenting some the
elementary truths of the gospel in so clear a
light as to make it seem impossible to evade
them, such as the claims which God has

us, his creatures, for love, and
i as n&teued in His holy law.
The manner in which these claims have been

three years, my knowledge on this subject
was much in advance of that of most child-
ren of my own age. Thus I went mourniug
and my distress was aggravated when

heard others at the prn{er meetings, assert
that their sins \A'crer‘:wl forgiven, and that
now they enjoyed fect peace. agita-
tion wasyso fri.u (g;t 1hm‘|);h 1 strove to do
50, it was impossible to conceal it. 1 was
aware that my brothers and sisten‘u(three

Y | older and two younger than myself) had ob-
served it. But irstead of offering me cm{\{on
ey

and ":nspon, they appes ‘ed estranged.

to look upon me with a sort of won-
der, When I joined them they became
silent, or whis) to each other ; and
looked at me askance,and once, one of them,
who had surprised me in secret prayer, slyl
remarked, “ W-——is praying now, we shall
soon have him preaching.” No encourage-
ment seemed to be given to the remark {
the rest, but I felt the iron go into my soul.
I sought solitude—wandered away by my-
self —remained abroad late in the evenings,
and when | came in, instead of joining in
cheerful fireside chit-chat, I would steal off
to bed and weep there.

The F——s were our next neighbours.
We had scarcely yet become acquainted with
them, but I felt towards Mr. F——the great-
est reverence. In my childish innocence I
regarded him as a holy prophet of God.
His children, of whom there were six, | con-
sidered among the happie-t of human beings.
1 envied them, not for their wealth or posi-
tion, but for the much more exalted
of being members of a religious hnﬂ\tl{. I
had a very high estimation of (hiu; lege,
and from my distance they seemed to pos-
sess it in the highest degree. Once or twice,
being sent with a message, I was present at
their family worship. How solemn and im-
pressive ! The reverend father, with a sol-
emn intonation, read a portion of the holy
word, The whole family joined in a hymn
of praise. Then, all kneeling in their places
the patriarch and high priest of the house-
hoh:E‘in earnest prayer invoked the Divine
blessing and protection for them all. On my
way home my heart would exclaim,—Happ:
children ! ith such a home how easy it
would be to be a Christian, I was very

to make myself agreeable and

met us, with total or tive
nju::zn, even to enmity and nballio'::.od‘_rhe

perfect, even handed justice of the punish- | an

ment denounced, &c., &c. But here he
seemed to stop, or else in my childish ignor-
ance | failed to apprebend him. He pointed
us to no remedy.~ He exhorted us, it is true,
to rej nh to pray without ceasing, and to
walk fol y, humbly and justly re God.
All this I attem with the most sincere
endeavours to do; but I found no peace.
My conscience had been dissected: my
sins were laid bare and 1 felt myself l{inﬁ
der an awful condemnation, against whic
1 could urge no i to the mousness
which I could take no except It is
also true that we were exhorted to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ. But to me it
seemed that | needed no urging to this duty,
1 had accepted the testimony of the evan-
w Saviour, with the most
i and from my habit
“for the last two

%B

| 1

1 to them whenever
as the autumn advanced, I had the h
tification of receiving an inyitation,
t eotheryoungmmbeno(wrh%z,\on
little evening party with them.,
::asiinglx llf)'.n{. I looked forward to

hel

g

came on the plays.
¢ | man's buff, mli l‘e

nczsomumyoﬂ‘md. muuof

In her presence I was bashful and awkward,
but the slightest attention or kind word from
her would thrill me like a charge of electric-
ity. I believe it is not very uncommon for
boys of active temperaments to become fas-
cinated with females older than themselves ;
and although this boy-love is doubtlcss very
silly, it is innocent, as it carries with it no
impure desire, or even thought. Burnet was
a boy of my own agt; bol& thoughtless
and assuming, As the son of a prophet {
paid great deference to bim, but secretly
wished he were more gentle and considerate,
The next was "Becca, a sweet little girl of ten
or eleven, and ther there were two Wunlgcr
brothers, the elder of whom was John Wesley.
All these, as well as the parents, received
us very kindly in the large funil&eroom,
made cheerful by a glowing fire in great
open fire-place, We had apples, and nuts,
and cider; and tales, and n(rdges. and songs,
i. e, Methodist hymns. And then, when,
—not the cloth, but the débris was removed
We had button, blind
slipper, and others.
the midst of one of these a hot, an,
te arose. Oh my soul ! It is m
chel. Her beautiful face dark with rage.
—* John Wesley you cheated.”—“T did not.”
“1 say you did"—Approaching her de-
monstratively, “ Rach., you ) you know
you do”"—Then my angel's long arm came
round, giving him a box on the side of his
head  which sent him ing across the
room. John Wesley bellowed stentoriously,
Pa, and Ma, and lIn.ry came rushing in.—
“0 dear! 'What is the matter?”  Both
beligerents attempt their vindication at the
same time, in words so loud and rapid that
neither can be understood. 'Ma, with both
hands seizes John Wesley by the collar, and
shakes him as a terrier shakes a rat.
leads, or rather pushes Rachel out of the
room. I take advantage of the coufusion,
steal ouzutlmnb;grvcd,a?: hnf’en h:me with
agreat “lump in my throat,” and greater
soﬁ lower down. My beautiful temple in
fallen ! mod

ruins ! t My el godly
{amny, the fancied home of piety, peace, and
love,—
¢ Oh! Oh! Oh!
In spite of myself, my concern for my soul
al 1 lost my desire to the meet-

young
b:y, the eldest da ll:rh, was a lrulm-
able young woman of ei igni t
Aﬂ'lbL ::t‘i kind, = She tﬂt:?y to
our party, though she honoured us with he*
during a part of the evening, and | y
gentle attentions added much to our en-
j t. Rachel, the next, was a blooming,
utiful zirl‘:fl founm.edhylher 1 had :;
come comrle y fascinated. " I regarded
as something more than Immnn.—nlﬁc
angelic. I could not have been made to
lieve that she

mdhanwmpu.:gomtm.
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THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

his books, (for he had a fine private llbnry

the st T had then ever uen) he asked
me, “ Do you read, W——? ied “yes
sir, when T can ge\ books.” Aﬁer a little
further conversation he generously gave me
free access to his library. This was a priv-
ilege indeed, and one of which I was not slow
to avail myself F\e?' spare moment which
1 could possibly save from my duties I de-
voted to reading. 1 sat every night, as long
as | was permitted, and more than once,
when 1 could manage to ve. the maid off to
bed before me, I sat all night long ; napping
occasionally with my head upon the table,
and then rousing, snuffing my candle, nnd
reading on till morning. bfiut I had no one
to guide or advise me, and my reading there-
fore was perfectly indiscriminate ; without
plan or purpose, except the grmﬁcunm of
an insatiable thirst, almost mania. Still my

reading was not altogether useless to me.
It at least gave me a better command of lan-

age ; it expanded my vocabulary and en-

arged the realm of thought. It revealed, or
half revealed to me a vast nu. ber of exis-
tencies and phenomena, which, though I
could not classify them nor assign them
their proper plac , seemed to surround me
on every side, |nvmng me forth, further to
explore and enquire.

Sundap School Bepartment,
International ﬂhh Lessons, 1877,
Dec. 23.—Paul’s Lllt Words,—2 Tim.

iv, 1-8,
GOLDEN TEXT.

T L A e

INTRODUCTORY.

The histc: y of Paul subsequent to the narrative
of theluu{s the w.htec\ of various traditions,
but very little trustworthy information can be ob-
tained.” An outline only can be given here, and
the teacher is directed to the fuller details given

by Ce ve and Howson.

He was probably liberated after his first trial,
the against him breaking down on examin-
-uu. e xbe: revisited the, d

etutal:l the ‘:ntf‘nlkm he had ex-
rngying thro the western parts
of the Ilmm“ even to

Spain, some th rvmlothe ritish 1 He

subsequently retarned to Rome, bt whether
betly or is @ prisoner cannot be decided. < There
he became involved in the results of the prosecu-
vised Christians in connection

about
hc city, and there be-
Ihmh he w arrested by
istrate r{n and forwarded 1o
Rome for trial, !M Christians at that time being
obnoxious to the Roman auth
, o whom the epistle was writted, be-
t on Paul’s first visit to L and
journey Paul took him with him as
an attendant or minister. Paul was very kend:tly
e N T
o Yy rs 1o have
retiring disposition, and Paul writes to
urge w active and. eamest efforts in
preach

‘The ¢ ‘istle was written from Rome during his
second (mpmnmnenl. and immediately before his
lmnyvdom S0 these are called * Paul's Last
Words.”

LXPLANATORY.

" 7. Charge thee. Call uj
|hu. Before God, &c. DLii
of God thus nakes Paul’s words a most solemn | U
adjuration. Shall judge. So in anticipation | *&
of that judgment all our lives should be lived,
The judgment of all human works is
to. (See Acts x. 42 ; 1 Pet. iv. 5). The quick.
Those who may be alive on the earth at the time
of His coming (1 Thes. iv. 17). His king-

dom. That feature of it which is to be estab-

lished when Christ comes again,

V. 2. Preach ; or proclaim like a herald.
The one great Christian commission i " B!
the Gospel to creature,” Taken up with
stud” us interests, moth seems to have been

fecting his preachis Paul says let other
thing glve way for it. sure to set the preach-
ing Be instant. Active, urgent, quick
to -d:e times and opportunities. Cut of sea-
son, i.c, when inconvenient to yourself, Paul
;I‘:n ot mlenn ﬂ::dhc is to lmﬁm: treuhing at

r times, raise prej il
)srx‘:::nP:n 3 but he wants h::: llo master h:"PF‘so
as 1o be always ready for Christian work. Re-
prove, &c. Adapting your teaching to each
occasion that arises, but in erythmf taking care
to preserve the Christian spirit of **long-suffer-
ing," ard to hcp safely within the Christian
(rmh or ‘“ doctrine,”
They will not, u..
u. an societies. - Sound octmu.
be the sound doctrine—the apostolic teschis
Own lnlll, or dalru: in a self-willed way e-
prefer rather than what is re-
u'ﬁ. Iwhinz un. Pnfmlng 1o be tickled
and pleased rather than to be instructed.

V.4 Be turned, :s a judicial punishment.
Fables ; having no foundation in truth ; mere
tales (1 Timothy i, 4).
V.5 W!tr)l thou ; with the wakefulness

one sober. Very earnestly ressed on
His disciples the duly nl' “* watching " (Mark xiii,
37). Afflictions,” Such as are sure to attend
earnest Christian work, Evangelist, or mis-

thee, u
ing in the nl:‘n(

-3 2

embers of
Should

sionary : distinguished from a or a8
lhmxtry ﬁndmg‘:n op(mlmliup“ﬁ::r .
the Gospel, Full proof. Let the s

mde on you be fully wet.
6. To be offered ; or poured out, asa
“hl:im on a -m;; “* ““I)I'v ﬂ-cdﬁrea ;
an ini n of wine) on
the vhh'dm" Paul held mld.?n “a hnl\g
sacrifice,” now he knew death Iu nur.
own earnest spirit he seeks to inspire )y
eamest work. My departure ; hlenlly loos-
ing urhl:nd-bnnglw in figure of ship ready to
V. 7. Fight. Here the term includes more
than hand-combat, and the fi uukm from
Ihn fumlut Grecian games, The
allotted for the mce of If:, cht the
ll th, Asa mnm m under a high trust, Ob-

serve the rich blend metaphors in this pas
:f and how perfect n'ylhey harmanize with each
er.

V 8. Lald up for me, His life-work being
complets sure the reward was ready,
'mlhg to be given him. Crown. Wreathsof

- | ing off unto Jesus,” and now the

EXPOSITORY.

I, PAuL’s Last IpEAs oF THE MINISTRY,
Solcn'\: to llu;:d to Ihr:"l‘m n;:oun:l:‘ of such ;:
a) He t of authority, and
'P” experience to speak, His icea is that

xuryfov Christisa most earnest work, that

d\onldnllnuldl a man’s manhood. He ieels

lteml mporlmceof evangelistic worll. and

“hristian work is 5o surrounded with diffi-

culty that there must be exceeding watchfulness

:f t ﬁ:r truth, and even willingness to suffer and to
ie

1L PAvL's Last FEELINGS ABOUT HIMSELF,

Verses 6-8 are the richest and tenderest
utterances of the saints of God. There is no
boasting in them ; only such an opening of his
inner, feelings as my enoou and in-
apire Lis ** son in the faith.” un-
very proj lool back over Nk and give hi
impression

en show whn Paul thought about his Christ-

ian life and work, It had been a great sacrifice,

but he did not draw back, hemwlllingtoeon
ete it now In his death, It “ad been nﬁg‘n,
t he could it a good ﬁghl I

t
long rlcv-eoune. but he had kept well up, "look-

jom was nearly
he responsi-

won. It had bten the muung

bilities of a trust, but he felt confident

Master woul S Well done, faithful,”
And he cheri: t and glorious hope.

Heaven was before hm I'illim no trace of ldﬁlh-
ness is seen. Heaven was so bright because

others would be there too.
Leam—1. That God gives d grace to d
saints.. 2. That the L n:‘n"mly m.-.{"'

much by his mh\volw 3. That those who
have the true spirit want heaven for others as well
as themselves,—S. S, Union Notes,

Dec. 3o.—Quarterly Review,

GOLDEN TEXT.
“1 gount all thi bﬂl-!lu'hﬂntllllq'dm
knowledge of chﬂ"’.hu-u.u"
BUBJECT, GOLDEN TEXT.
1. Paul at Cwsares, Acts Acts, 3x ;24
Ih-nu-um:lﬂul 2789, m“xn
8. Paul and the
xx ¢ .
AP-I_U.‘L
tmhﬁm
o § flam
in
0, The Dell
I B e
16 Paiis s

: le, and olive were the usual rewards

glv- .k the Grecian games. Of

ness. the terms *‘crown of glory,”

“ crown of * ‘*A crown which consists in
hicousness.” At that day.

s lppuﬂnslnd judgment, Tomud:gl .
nn' vmujto me.  Paul hints ¥o
and noble life he
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Jax. 6.—Rohoboam, Firet King of Judah,
2 Chron, xii, 1-12.—B.C. 977-958.

. GOLDEN TEXT.

“ Awd when he hmbled Nivase f the wrath of the Lord

twrned from him, that he b alto-

ﬁ;’.u-hnf-a-n things went well.”- 2 Chron.

INTRODUCTORY.

The Two Books of Cnronicles were
originally one Hook, The Hebrew word for
Chronicles means Daily acts or occurrences; the
word used in the G translation (Septuagint),
means things omitted. The authorship of Chroni-
cles is by general consent ascribed to Ezra, and
the date the time of the return of the Jews from
their Babylonish captivity, The history is a
duplicate account with that given in the Books of
Samuel and Kings to a great extent, but written
more for the times in which Ezra lived.

“* As compared with the parallel histories of
Samuel and Kings, the history of Chronicles is
characterized by three principal features : (1) A

ter tendency to dwell on the externals of re
B:i:n, on the details of the temple worship, the
various functions of the priests and Levites, the
arrangement of the courses, and the like ; (2) A
marked genealogival bias, and desire 1o put on
the names of persons engaged in any of the
events narruted ; and (3) A more constant, open
and direct ascription of 'l the events of the
tory to Divine agency, and especially a more plain
reference of every great calamity or deliverance
to the good or evil s of th ' monarch or the
nation which Divine Providence so punished or
rewarded."—Speaker's Commentary.

Before leading the class te a consideration of the
lesson proper, teacher will do well to review
briefly the events which led to the disruption
of Solomon's kingdom, as recorded in the first
lesson of last year :—*“The Kingdom Divided,”
1 Kings, xil, 12-20. Impress upon the scholars

in the and the wisdom of paying respect-

:l‘hedlo the advice of those older than them-

selves, especially when their own inclination and
the advice of their associates of the same

prompt to a different course. See Job,

xxxily 73 Prov. xiii, 20 ; 1 Peter, v, 5, &c., &

The Kingdom of Judah was not wholl
confined to the tribe of thet name, ** jamin
from the outset cast in its lot with Judah ; the
Levites, we are expressely told, left their allotted
cities in the northern kingdom and came to Judah
and Jerusalem, (2 Chron., xi, 13, 14) ; while the

i he south of Judah, and the

tribe Dan on the hills to the north-east would

effectually prevemt those c ities from
% themselves to the Kingdom of Israel,”—
of lsrael and A,

Rehoboam's posiession of Jerusalem with
ﬂm‘hnrle brought to him also the truly pious
out of all the tribes, (2 Chron. xi, 16) : so that, on

M):o his seperate

obliterate
. He *established the kingdom,
and luelE:medhimulf’ {verse 1 ; Comp,, chap.
and security, Mmm.:(‘ 'llﬁ-
come

7o)
Our lesson tells us of Rehoboam's siw, his
punishment, and bis repentance.
1. REHOBUAM'S SIN,—V, 1,
_ V. 7. Rehoboam. Although Salomon had

one s
of there is any historical notice

2
- | Judah, Thek

boam.
of Hanun, king of Ammon. She was no

to idolatry : and her conduct would have much
influence, no doubt, in moulding the character of
her son. Established the gﬂngdom and
strenthened himself.—See chap. xi, §5-17.
Forsook the law of the Lord. *‘ We have
here another proof of man's readiness to forsake
and forget in the day of prosperity. There
are multitudes who can endure adversity far bet-
ter than prosperity.” A fuller account of the ex-
tent to which this apostacy took place will be
found in the paralle! passage,—1 Kings, xiv, 22.
26. And all Israel with him. * Reho-
boan however led the way. The courts of ki
generally exercise a great influence over the
morals of their subjects.”— Barth.

11, REHOBOAM'S PUNISHMENT, —V, 2-4, 9.

V. 2. 1In the fifth year, God did not, in
His mercy, allow this - .ful course to continue
long without showing His displeasure, Shishak,
king of Egypt. This is the Sheshonk I, of
the monuments, first sovercign of the Tanite.
Bubastic dynasty. He reigned 21 years. He
had befriended Jeroboam (1 Kings, xi, 40). The
exploits of this manarch agninst Judah are sculp-
tured on the wall of the great temple of EI Kar-
nak, and funish a valuable confirmation of the
Seripture  narrative.  Because they had
tra against the Lord. *Shi
shak’s motive in coming up was no doubt to help
Jeroboam, and to extend his own influence,"—
5 's Com. But Jehovah was wsing him all
the while, as the rod by which Judah was to be
cl:hnthed 1—He makes the wrath of man to praise

fim.

V. 3. Twelve hundred chariots, See
Exod., xiv, 75 1 Kings, x, 26, &¢. Lubims—

ave-dwellers,” living on the shores of the Red
Sea. Ethiopians—people from the south of

. ¢ Took the fenced cities. * Among
the fortified cities taken by Shishak, we find in
the Kamak inscription three only—viz., Shoco,
Adornim, and  Aijalon. Fourteen names, how-
ever, are lost at the commencement of the in-
seription, which is the place where the frontier
towns towards the south would paturally have
been mentioned."—Sp. Com.

111, REHONOAM'S REPENTANCE. V. §:12.

V. 5. Shemaiah—the Lord’s prophet during
the reign of Rehoboam, See 1 Kings xii, 22-24 ¢
Chron,, xi, 2 xii. §, 7, 15. The Princes of
ing’s chief men. None of them

were princes in our acceptation of the word. See
1 Kings, iv, 2.6, Ye have forsaken Me,

tional sin.” Therefore have I also left you,

ced | &e, “Goaddoes not do such things menlru‘mn;‘h
ingly, but
arth. h

of vengence ; for He afflicts men not wil
that |h7 may be benefited thentg
V. 6. Tyho princes an

humbled themselves.
princes anticipated the Ir:z in this, The Lord
is righteous They acknowledged that they
richly deserved the calamity that seemed about to
swallow them up. See Jer., xiii, 15-18 ; Jomah,
lii.,;.ga {-mu. iv, 10 ;3 1 Peter, v, 10, &c.

A wll: not dulmﬁ :\l;\:fl Kq:u-

with this the repentance ¢
f:i'.'u.n; an also that of the Ninevites, Jonah,
iil, 503 where Iehovah revokes similar sentences
ps-«?by the mouth ':I’ His prophets. Some
. that deliv

" Barth
the kings

i a short
space,—Sp. Cow. The future was to be such as
ma‘.'n’;yh:tm fihincs or anfibel

who had

everpthing bubios Min fn Lisme buoll ciaseh

. 5 ; —_— =
His mother was Nmm_uh, the da hlerlgn {;mnlcu. could only go just so far as God,
Lh‘ “

l

the Libyans of north-eastern Africa. Sukkiims|*
ing to the Septuagint, the Zraglodyte or | gt

“Tt was the business of the prophets to point out | slai
the connection between national suffering and na- | 1

Tt looks as if the |and

hand of |

is all-wise purposes determined.—Psalm,

r of those heathen wives who seduced Solomon | Ixvi, 10,

V. 8 Shall be his ser -ants—in order that
they might learn the difference between * My

rvice and the service of the kingdoms of the coun-
tries.

V. 9. Took away tne treasures, These
must have heen enormous, when we remember the
lavish expenditure of precious metal which Solo-
mon put upon the temple and the palace. No
wonder Shishak had this expedition_ signalized
by the now celebrgted sculptures at El Karnak |

V. s0. Shields of Brass. How humbling !
The ** shields of gold "' mentioned in the previous
verse have been estimated to have cost about
$1,190,000,

V. 2. In Judah things went well,
This may mean_either (1), that things became
prosperous, or (2)--in accordauce with the marginal
rendering (Vhere soere good things)-that all was not
bad, (see Gen., xviii),

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. The danger of prosperity in leading men to
forget and forsake G’:l. it iy

2. The goodness of God inarresting and saving
sinners from the fearful consequences of their sins.

3. The readiness with which God saves those
who are truly penitent,

4. The peril and certain ruin of those who con-
tinue to presume on the Divine goodness,

Jax. 13.—Asa Faithful to his God—
2 Chron,, xiv, 1-11.—B.C. 955-914.

INTRODUCTORY,
The repentance of Rehoboam recorded in our
last lesson was not genuine—** he prepa
his heart 1o seek the Lord." He died, he was
buried with bis fathers, and Abijah his son reigned
in his stead. 2 Chron., xii, 14, 16,
Abijah (or Abijam, as ke is called in the

Book of Kings), mﬂ.d' only three years.  * Dur.
i? this short reij e&c\{nlly broke the power
Jeroboam in

war which he carr..d on for
the recovery of his father's lost dominions, The
army which he gathered together amounted to
400,000, and all this was op by an
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give him a lamp in Jerusalem to set up his son
after him, and to establish him in Jerusalem.”
I Kings, xv, 4.

In our lesson we have Au: Sfaithfiulness illus-
trated (1) in his permnal ; (2) in the reforma-
tion of religion ; (3) in stre rwth sing the kingdom ;
(4) in reliance upon God, in time of trouble, The
parallel passage is in 1 Kings, xv, 8, &c. :—

1. H1s PERSONAL PIETY—V, I, 2.

V 1, Asa. ‘“The ear 1 history of Asa, his
zeal in the sappression of idolatry and the restor-
ation of the worship of Jehovah to something of
its ancient purity, his remarkable faith under the
trying circumstances of the Egyptian invasion, his
solemn renewal of the national covenant after the
victory by which this faith was rewarded—all
this forms one of the few oa:»s in_the k story of
the divided kmg«lum "— b atsom. Quiet ten
years, In1 Kings, xv, 16, we are told *‘ there
was war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel,
all their days.” Baasha did not, howeyer, com-
mence his reign until Asa had been three years
upon the throne; and it is probable that the
hocﬂlillex spoken of did not break out into

m conflict until after the ten yeurs spoken |

in our lesson. The hostilities were smnh and |
lplxefnl in character, and considered of no his- |
| account.

15-19), his alliance with
y! Klngs, xv, 19), and the rapid succession
of sovereigns in Israel during the earlier part of
Asa's reign (1 K‘ri‘nn“ 25-33), would naturally
prevent any disturbance of the peace on the part
of the northern kingdom.  The tender age of Asa
himself would be a Lar to warlike enterprises on
the part ogudnh "—Sp. Com,

i) ood and rlghz His thorough
humnen in this work is indicated by the two
adjectives used here. In the eyes of the
Lord his God—and the Lord looks at the
hart, 1 Sam,, xvi, 7; 1 Chron., xxviii, 9;
Jer,, xvii, 10, &c

1. THE REFORMATION OF RELIGION, —V, 3-§.

Altars of the strange pods. Theu
hd been permitted by Solomon, 1 Kings, x
7-10. High places, **Spots selected on lull
summits for idolatrous services. These, however,
it was found difficult to root out, as the peopl Ie
still attached superstitious ideas to parti
places. The king could burn statues, cut down l.he
circular groves and destroy the altars, but he
could not remove the places. So we will find
frequent complaints llml the worship at the high
places was not checked."—S. S. Nofes,

V. 4. Commanded Judah to seek the
Lord, It was not sufficient to destroy their false
worship ; and he now set about pointing them

n ln the only living and true God, the God of
eir fathers  In verse 7, we see that the people
did what their king commanded.

V.5. The lma‘u—-hm‘lly the sun-images,
Baal was worshipped as the sun god, especlully
in lhe nei bounng country of Phenicia, and the

images which represented the sun,

1L STRENGTHENING THE KINGDOM,—vV, 6-8,

V. 6. Built the fenced cities. *No
doubt Shishak had dismantled the fortresses
erected by Rehoboam, or at any rate, the greater
part of them, when he made his I in-
d’mm. Jud:f- l?:d !h(e:hfcr mm; time been a

pendency sypt p. xii, 8), and had of
course not dared to erect fresh fortifications. Now,
however, a time of weakness hnnmu it would
seem, come upon Egy{ 1d and pro-
ceeded to streny mnelf, as much (we may
be mn] aguinst his southern as against his north-

bour. Among the cities that he re.

uored. were pmbahly most of those fortified by

Rehoboam.”—Sp. Com. Because the Lord
hul given him rest. See Proverbs, xvi,

V.7. While the land is yet before us

-~

he great blow struck by |

—that is, while the land is unoccupied by an enemy.
See Gen., xiii, 9. Because we have sought

the Lord. He regarded the present

state of affairs as an answer to prayer, and felt
that the Lord required him to make the best use
of the opportunities thus afforded.

V. & That bare targets and spears,
out of Judah . . . outof Benjamin that
bare shields and drew bows. * Now,
as in David’s time (3 Chron., xii, 24), the meu of
Judah served as huvyvarmed while the ‘j’
minites were light-armed, using the sling probably
and the bow.”—Sp. Com.

1V, RELIANCE UPON GOD.—V. g-11.
V. ¢. Zera the Ethiopian, Probably

Uurkern (Osorken) 1L, the third king of Egypt | last brea

after Shishak, according to the Egyptian monu-
ments, He may hlveli)en by birth an Ethio-

knife, and cut off a piece, and gave it to him
to eat. He ate it in a manner that showed
that he had not deceived Arthur when he
told him he was hungry. The tears came
into Arthur's eyes, as he saw him swallow
the dry bread vith such eagerness. He re-
membered with some self-reproach that he
had sometimes complained when he had
nothing but bread and butter for tea. On
their way to the boy’s home Arthur learned
that the family had removed to the place
about a week before ; that his mother was
taken sick the day after they came, and was
unable to leave her bed ; that there were two
children younger than hlmscll’ that their

X was eaten the da; bdore, that
his mother had sent him out to beg, for the
first time in his life ; that the first man he

pian, for he was son-in law, not son, of the pre- | asked told him that beggars would be put in

ceding monarch, and reigned in the right of his jail :

50 that he was afraid to ask anybody

wife.  His object would be to chastise Asa and else, but was returning home, when Arth
to bring Judea once more under the Egyptian| . .roo) him, and aslfed him what he w:;

oke,—5p, Com, Mareshah—one of the towns
‘holu)am had fortified. It lay in the plain of
Judu about 30 miles from Jerusalem, near a
| great southern pass.  See chap. xi, 8.

V. ro. Asa went out against him.
““He did not _hesitate about employing those hu-
man means that were in his power; and sum-
moned together his army, whmr

as numerous as that ol the king of Ethiopia, was
still a very large one.”—ZBarth.
V. 11. Cried unto the Lord, A beautiful

illustration of the verse ‘‘ Some trust in chariots,
and some in horses ; but we Will remember the
name of the Lord our God.”

With the Lord’s help *“ one may chase  thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight.”

| erying by her side.

crying for.

Arthur went in, and saw a good-looking
woman on the bed, with two small children,
As he opened the door,
he heard the eldest say, “ Do, mamma, gwe
me something to eat.” They s‘opped cryin,

thoughm)ull’ when Arthur and the boy came in.

boy ran to the bed, and gave his mother the
loaf, and, pointing to Arthur, said,—

“He bought it for me.”

“Thank you,” said the woman. “May
God bless you, and give you the Bread of

m, xx, 7. |eternal Life!”

Tiee oldest girl jum and down in
g:e y’uung:gt trred to seize the

y ; and
Lraux from this lesson that *“To be worthily loaf'o Seeing that the widow’s hands were

God's, we must give owr whole selves to Him

weak, Arthur took the loaf, and cut off a

heartily and unreservedly ; our character, influ- | piece "for the ggunxest first, and then for the

ence, religion ; and we must seek Him first in all | girl and the

our circumstances, and in all our doings, as did
the Lord Jesus,”—S. S. Union Notes,

For the Poung,

THE LENT HALF-CROWN.

“YWhat are you crying for?” said Arthur
to a little ragged boy that he overtook on
his way home from the village school. There
was something in the kind of crying that led
:_\nhur to think there was some serious cause
for it.

“1 am hungry,” n‘d the boy, “and can't
get nothing to eat.”

“He don’t go to our school ; or he would
have said, Get anything to eat. » But Arthur
did not nop to criticise his language.

“Why don’t your mother give you some-
thing to eat ?”

“ She hasn't anything for herself ; and she | of Imle else than of making and sa

unc and can't get up.”
ere is your father ?” |

“1 haven't any. He was drowned at sea.”

“Where do you live ?”

“Down there,” pointing to a miserable
hut in a distant lane.
M“ Come with me, and I'll get you some-

)|

Aglhnr turned bu:k and the boy followed
him. He had a few half-pence in his ht
just enough, as it proved, to buy a
Lmd. ?veuwthcboy,lndwldhm
he would go home with him.” The boy took
the loaf ; and, he did not break it,
he looked so Wi ly, that Arthur took his

He gave the loaf to the
She ate a small piece, and. then
to be in silent

widow,
closed her eyes, and seem

< | prayer.

“She must be one of the Lord's poor,”
thought Arthur. “ Ill go and lme(h
for you as Atuck as | can,” said Arthur ;
he depart

He went to Mrs. Barton’s, who lived near,
and told her the nory and she immediately
sent some milk, and bread, and tea, and
sugar, and butter, and sent word that she
would come herself as soon as she could get
the baby to sleep.

Arthur had a half-crown at home, which
he wished to give the poor woman.  His
father gave it to him for watching d\eqr
and told him that he must not
it, but put it out at interest, or trade with it
s0 as to make something by it, He knew
his father would not let him give it away ;
for he was not a true Christian, and thi t

R

money. Arthur's mother died when he was

When Arthur was five years ol
ious teacher, who cared

sent to school to a
for his soul ; and, that he had no
mr.larnhoma,-he took unusual pains to

instruct him in princi of jgkn
tmélL‘ThehHoly Spirit blcuedph her ]
and before he was

was reason to hope dﬁ mnd

again inwardly, gon
Arthur in his tent :
considered haw. he hould w'ﬁ"?@




widow, and u length hit upon the plan,
which proved successful. 2 4
His was very desirous that he should
begin to act for nimself in business matters,
such as making bargains. He did not wish
him to ack his advice in w doin, bu.\ to go
by his own jud lg
was done he would show whe(her it was wise
or not, but never censured him, lest he
should discourage him from acting on his
own responsibility.
In view of lhm facts Arthur formed his

"Fnher may I lend my half-crown ?”

“To some spendthrift boy | "

“1 won't lend it vnthout security.”

The father was pleased that his son had
the idea of good security in his head. He
would not inquire wha( itwas for. He wished
Arthur to decide for Fmself. He told him
to lend it, but be careful not to lose it.

“I'll be sure about that,” said Arthur.

Arthur took his half-crown, and ran to the
poor widow, and gave it to her, and came
away beiore she kad time to thank him,

At night his father asked him if he had
put out his money.

“Yes sir,” said Arthur,

“Whom did you lend it to ?”

“] gave it to a poor starving widow in Mr.
Harvey’s house.”

There was a frown gathering on his father’s

that lending ?

brow as he said, “ Do you
Did you notuk my permission to lend it?
Have l a son that will deceive me ?"

“No, sir,” said Arthur ; “1 id lend it”
He opened his Bible that be | ready with
his fi ce, “‘ /1. hat hath pity
upon Wr lendeth to the Lord! 1 lent n
to !hc Lard and I call th written promise

* Lamutollwln Vill He ever pay

ou?”
“VYes, father, He will ; it says that He will

yl lhoughl you had more sense,” said his
father : but this was not said in an angry
tone. The truth was the old man was Eleucd
with the ingenuity, as he called it, of his boy
He did not wish to discourage that ; so he
tcak out his purse, and handed Anhur half-
a-crown. “ Here ; the Lord will never pay
you. I must ; or you will never see your
money again.”

i you, si,” said Arthur. “In my
way of thmhuu. said he to himself, lhe
Lord has paid much sooner than

me in money.
His hand ; and the gold and silver are His.
He has dupoud my father to pay it to me,
mA:.hd ‘kz th habit of lending hi
ur e habit o ng his spare
money mlhl:lmdul.l his days, and he was
always satisfied that he was paid foprfold,
and often several times over.—Selected.
£ e Waghek e of teaching 5 ol venchin
tea theon)
c He who mn::l‘d)e mmdy others
with his own idens, however correct, does

nothing

ual to him who stimulates the
ﬂdb‘u‘::‘z: tself—to think.”

THE BisLe —* As mu is to art, o is the

Bible to human systems—a t! times greater,
'nnde:udmdl-im..

One of Ruskin's best is: ““Itis better
to be nobly remembered born,"

THY WILL-NOT MINE

,ﬂ:ﬂh to toil for Christ,
bt et far

hum-\a t God will.
lmmm%h{uuﬁh
May life's vast ends fulfil
He knows : and that life i not lost
answers well His will
No service in ielfta

Mlh s mall
And great that

mrun:

seeks its oien,
God's will.

Then hold my iand, most

Guide all my sl

A-lhtﬂhbc% oné alm,

__Avox.

Qizhgwus Inttll\gmtt

DENOMINATIONAL,

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC,

Blpu'ml are rePorle«l (Iunns the mlo):th'a(
h mdas

21
(3), Eugenia .ﬂx, l‘oml( ) buelpR (3), Hamil-
n')‘n, Kungn( and, Ormond ?}6]. kldgg!lovm (1),

d, Stratford,
(2), Toromto, College St. (4), Jarvis St. (3),
Wingham (11).
Ministerial Chan, —Rev. 8. A H,
FRrESHNEY has torate of the Til-

i the
sonburg church, '::f'm
of Ohio. Rev. 8. G. Auu.nson
the pastoral ch?e of the Florence and
churches, Rev. Tuos, HowLAND, late of the
C. L. Institute, has accepted the pastorute of the
church in Fits lmxkr His P, O, address
is Pakenham. 'K’" W. ¥ mssu. late of Lind-
say, has bcmu pastor of lhe Lort Perry church

a call to the State | gregal
e | fibal salvation of all—the intermediate state

93

| Most of the library books were saved, though in a

| damaged condition ; but the museum, which is
| said to have been onc of ' + most valuable and
| complete in the Dominion, isa total loss. Already
| @ strong mo sement has been set on foot to restore
‘ tie ruined buildings at as early a date as possible,
The following, from the pen of the venerable Dr.
Cramp, in the Christian Mesienger, will be inter-
es(ul to our readers : —
q'hc college, which was fiercely burning, in
two hours was in ruins. The Female Seminary
was saved by spreading of carpets, blankets, etc.,
| kept constantly wet by the application of water,
| he books in the Coll brary were to a
| considerable extent saved, but the Museum was
consumed—an irreparable loss !
Dr, Sawyer’s furniture and effects were partially

= | saved. The entire College building is now a

heap of ruins, The new Academy Suilding was
not_near enough to be affected I){ the disaster.

The contents of the Museum, by far the most
valuable part of the property, were uninsured.
You can easily imagine the trouble and confusion
that will be occasioned, the breaking up of
classes, etc.

The Baptists will have plenty of work in hand
now ! They will he carried through—we may be
assured. As Luther used to say, when fresh trials
arose—* Let us sing the 46th Psalm.’ "

GREAT BRITAIN,

The brilliant and erratic Rev. Arthur Mursell
was lately invited to supply the pulpit of one of
the Baptist churches in pw, while on a lec-
turing tour ; and, to the astonishment of the con-
tion, expounded his peculiar notions on the
intermediate state and retribution, asserting the

a purgatorial dm:lnme to fit the soul fofﬁ‘:ﬁ
rest.  His right to hold such views, unsatisfactory
and contradictory as they are, is admitted ; bat
taking advantage of his accidental position to

propagate offensive doctrines is severely con-

Rev, W
Aceepted lheull of the Z; ndmj and Ops churches
Rev, H. RicumonD, recently pastor of the
Arkona and Pine Hill churches, qu accepted the
call of the and Yarmouth Church, His P. O.
address will be New Sarum.

Chapel Dedicated.—A new chapel was
opened for Divine worship in_the village of Dut-
ton, on the Canada Southern Railway, on the 4th
of November, the introductory sermons being

reached by Revs. R. Lennie and D, P, Mc-

urin,
Church Organized.—On the 1st of Novem-
ber, at Harrow, brethren and sisters, to the num-
buol 55, from the and Colchester church, met
and organized themsel

ves into a new regular Bup-

tist church.
Ordination. —Hro. jom« MUNRO was se
rt to the ministry at

dlc.mlhnﬂhanmembamd has
ennmnud his pastorate of that church under
very encouraging circumstances.

MAKITIME PROVINCES,
Bnpﬂlml reported during the month llunm.
ﬁ , Hebron, N. 8. (3), S| herwood . 8.
(u). vc Islands (1 &9). Ru:llhnd N. B. (12),
lllunlllnaoun. 1'le m!h of the new Ger-
main St ist chapel, St. John, N, B, are
almost com| p ed.
Rev. James Trimble, ’a-muly a resident of
New Bronswick, and well known and
recently blkn heir to a for-
tune of 4o,mo. sterli

ing.
Au a Coll The Bay denomina-
llrid.::' Provinces r.h“ with a

dc ned, as he knew he would not have
been lllmmd to preach, had he given notice of
any such intention - -Lxaminer and Chrowicle,

UNITED STATES,

The Baptist churches of Baltimor: make a fav-
omble showing. They are all supplied with
pastors, und are in regular working There
are no annoving church debts, the Wu in-
debtedness of the denomination in that city
amotinting only to about $20,000,

THE Rev, Monls Hunnson. ﬂ"""
known as * Uncle oms, H
ealﬂnd-tm:l‘hlru " Tmlh‘;l:&”“ He

was pastor e treet church,
whose roll of membe names,
Th::sh receiving a uluy of only Su a month,
led his people in the building of a church

which cost $40,

The many fnend- of PRESIDENT ANDERSON,

of Rochester University, vnl] be glad to know
that he is slowly but surel from lis
long and severe illness, He hn ciently im-

oved in health to be able (o endure the journey
Freeport, Me., loh-home.vhi«hheruch

nd.m med his physician. No

phyﬂuu{[- b’ mlﬁ:um e'..ln:
s are t mate

very probable. Theworldunmtnludmln

ifton 8

An eminent Baptist divipe and an accom,
ed scholar has passed away in the death Rn.
aoun TURNBULL, D;’, s of :ln:lnbcd Conn.
e was sixt) years e, was a ve
of W 2 oy Scotland, and at

xhq-dmy.ﬁnbe::g A-e;: After
brief , Conn., and Detroit,
Mich e nccapld he. pastorats ‘o the South




Baptist Church in Hartford, which city has since
been his home, with the exception of six years
spent at the Boylston street church, Boston, He
was pastor of the First Baptist church, in Hart-
ford, for twenty-four years, resigning on account
of failing health in 1869 ; yet continuing his
Christian labours in the important office of Secret'y
of the Connecticut State Baptist Convention. Dr,
Turnbull wrote extensively on theological subjects.
Between 1840 und’/sohc published volumes entitl-
ed Zhe Theatre, and Qlympi a Morata, also s book
of European Travels and a translation of Vinet's
Vital Christianity in 1851, During his Hartford
pastorate he produced his Zheophany, or Mani.
festation of God in Christ, containing an able re-
view of Dr. Bushnell's God in Christ. His most
important theological work, however, was the
Christ in History, which created much interest in
America and Europe, and was the subject of
much eanest discussion. Dr. Turnbull also
edited the Christion Review for two years. His
life work was well done.

GENERAL.

One of the largest Bible-classes in the world is
that conducted by W. H. Thompson, M.D., at
Association Hall, New York, every Sunday after-
noon. He has an average class of 1,000,

The Evangelical Alliance has issued a pro-
ramme for the week of prayer which l)eainsjln.
, 1878,  Among the topics are : ** The Church

of Christ in all Lands,” ** Christian Families,”

* Nations," ‘* Christian Missions,” and * The

Circulation of the Bible.”

Rev. Dr. A. A. Hodge, son of Dr. Charles
Hodge, has been installed as successor of his
father in the chair of Systematic Theolug{ at
Princeton Seminary. He was recently a Pro.
fessor in the Western Theological Seminary at
Allegheny.

Woman's Missionary Boards prove to be very
valuable to the various missionary societies in
raising funds. The auxiliaries to the American

fessed conversion, among whom are many promi-

nent men and many young people. Moody and
| Sankey n in Manchester, N. H., on Sunday,
| Nov. 4. Messrs, Whittle and MecGranahan, at

Rutland, have met with similar success, and dur-
ing the past two weeks have a great in-
gathering.

The Christian World of London says : ** Pres-
byterians in England with few exceptions, favor a
revision of the Confession of Faith.”

Mr. Moody's Boston Tabernacle is almost con-
stantly in use for Sunday and week night meet-
ings.  Dr. L. W. Munhall has been holding
nightly services, and Rev. W, 8. Rainsford was an-
nounced to follow December 9.

The first census of the Dunkards, or German
Baptists, has been completed, and they are found
to number over 60,000. They believe in trine
immersion, and feet washing, and pay no salary
to their ministers. In Pennsylvania, they have
69 churches, with 14,861 mmZen.

A Commission of the United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland is engaged in examining the
Westminster Confession of Faith with a view of res
porting to the Synod on the advisability of re-
vising it.

The refusal of a Congregational Council to in*
stall Mr. Merriam, at Indian Orchard, Mass.,
because he rejects the doctrine of endless punish+
ment, has moved the Springfield Republican to
take a census of the Western Massachusetts Con

egational pastors as to their attachment to the
loctrine.  OF the 96 letters sent out, answers
were received to 47.  Of these 41 Pastors state
that they teach the doctrine of eternal conscious
punishment, and four do not teach it. Seven of
them would have voted no,

The Scottish Free Church Commission has
adopted the following concerning the
uln\xlishmtnt of a Roman Catholic hierarchy in
Scotland : *“The attention of the Commission
having been called to the statement, pmhhly
well oundf‘l. that the Romish authorities are

 establishi

Board have steadily i d their collecti
since 1872, In that year they raised $34,184 ; in
1873, $42,559 ; in 1875, $58,633, and this year,

72,514,

There is a Young Men’s Christian Association
at Dunedin, New iahml. It was organized two
years ago, and is in a flourishing condition, having
increased its membership the past year from 160
10 300. A prominent feature of their work is the
visiting of the immigrant ships, as soon as the;
arrive at Port Chalmers, and inviting the immi-

nts to visit their rooms, which invitation has

largely availed of by them. They are also
visited in their barracks and suitable addresses
made.

The Canada Preshyterian Church has had a
rapid growth in the ! years. In 1860 there
were seven distine ions. In 1 and
in 1866 there we nd in 1875 a great
union, which em! =xcept the anti-union
party. Within the iy of man, the Presby-
terians had no college ; now they have five, anda
sixth in Manitoba. The Church has now four
missions, sustained at an annual cost of $30,000,
and well-organized home missions, extending from

foundland to the Rocky
at an annual cost of $40,000.

The Revivalists have had a ful

al g a hierarchy in Scotland, and to
the efforts which will consequently be made to
extend the influence of popery in Scotland, they
did, and hereby do, call the attention of the min-
isters of this Church to the of in-

i o Selections,

FRAUD AND THE CHURCHES.
It is certainly remarkable how many of

the peculators and defrauders whom the
u"”" of the last few years have brought to
ight have come from the churches reli-

gious associations, All sects have contribu-
ted to swell the ranks of the dishonest. In
Brooklyn, the Unitarian and Dutch Re-
formed ; in New-York, the Roman Catholic,
Eriscopal, and Presbyterian ; in other places,
all the various shades of religious belief an
practice—those who hold to extreme form
and ceremonial and those who trust to spirit,
the orthodox and the heretical, the preachers
of miorals and the preachers of faith-—have
each and all furnished recruits to the ignoble
army of forgers, peculators, violators of trust
funds, and all those whose frauds have cursed
and disgraced the country for some years
past. It is true that what has seemed an
epidemic of fraud may have been only the
sudden revealing of the disease which has
long been working beneath the surface. No
doubt the process of reduction of values and
returning to a solid basis of currency is a
severe test of all mercantile affairs, and
brings to light frauds and dishonesties which
otherwise would never have knowh,
For the impartial student of human nature
must allow that few men are deliberate
rogues and hypocrites. They always expect
to retrieve to-morrow what they lose to-day.
They take a dishonest step, expecting imme -
diately by a lucky hit to’ cover it and make
all right again. Who can doubt that Gilman,
with his pious and honored ancestry, his
large circle of the most respected relatives
and friends, and his own position in the
Church, went by slow degrees down the de-
scent into crime, expecting each day to make
up his losses and cover his frauds ?

Still, even with this extenuating circum-
stance, why should the Church be so openlly
: p e dieh k

stracting the people in the true nature and bear-
ing of the Romish system, as well as the present
movement, and eamestly pray that God may be
graciously pleased to continue to their I.ndy the
blessings of the Reformation,” =

Jarvis St., Toronto. The first Social of
the season given by the Young Peoples’ Associa-
tions of Jarvis Street church, was held on the
evening of the 13th inst. The spacious school
hall was, as usual, occupied to its full capacity.

Mr. D. E. Thomson, the newly-elected Presi-
dent of the Young Men's Association, filled the
onerous ition of chairman. e programme
consinedpt:l" the chairman’s and or's ad-
dresses ; solos by Misses Brokovski, Hewitt, and
M. Elliott and ‘Mr. Bilton ; piano duet, Misses
Elliot ; and readings by Messrs, Sears and

oe.
A lengthy intermission was not felf to be a loss
those who had contributed to the evening's en-
joyment, the meeting closed at a seasonable hour,

——————

in Vermont. At es ‘adn( large and i g
meetings have been held, and many have been

converted. Messrs. Moody and Sankey, at Bur.
lington, drew great crowds of people, large num-
bers coming in from the country, and from the
towns and cities lying near. The noon-day meet-

ings grew steadily until the charch was filled each
day. The afternoon meetings
church, and the night and &
quil services,

ed a large
lay meetings re-
A large number pro-

red overflow

EL T is the soul of elo-
quence ; it tunes the voice into music ; it breathes
our thoughts into the hearts of our hearers, and
makes them one with us,”

A RicH, but parisimonius old tleman on
being taken to task for his uncharital said ;
“True I don't give much, but if you only knew
how it hurts when I give anything' you wouldn't
wonder,

of time, and after the usual vote of thanks to | PO

lved with this ?
is obvious that the form of 3octrine, or cere-
monial, or Church government can have
nothing to do with these short-comings of
nominllelg religious men, as these
all beli no beliefs,  Still, they none
the less bring shame to religion, and stength-
en the argument of skepticism. The strong-
est proof urged by the early Christians of the
Divine origin of this faithw as its wonderful
effect on morals and conduct in an age of
oy apogins of Chubanity coub, wht

apologists anity ,

pride, ask of the n world where
ever heard of a stian who substitut
wills, who robbed widows, who ted
houses of vice, indulged in unnatural insts,
or broke any of the laws of Roman tocktyf
Whatever things were honest and of goad re-
rt belonged ially to Christ And
ever since it has been the glory of our faith,
and its strongest defense against the tide of

ief, that no other i

just and merciful
n:dutuchin s of Christ, while the advance
of man through every age since, in- humane
and just laws, in merciful practices, and hon-
est living, is seen to be especially due to this

one great rower
If thereis just now an ebb of this influence,
and the nominally religious are found to. bes
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long to the ranks of the dishonest and unprin-
cipled, there can be but one explanati

ap- | fc

mer,'——'l woman who agrees to board them wherewith I am charged—and the blood

icable to all sects, and that is, that true re-
igious life nmnnﬁtt them has died out,
ether this has been owing to the worldli-
ness of the clergy, or the increased greed for
riches, or to incorrect views, or neglectful
practices, or whatever may be the cause, the
effect is a lower rellgious life, where the
truths professed do not touch the practical
action. The Church must begin by reform-
il:a itself.  Without religion, morals will be
only a noble oshllomphy for a few select
spirits or a code of practical rules for the
multitude, without spirit, earnestness, or sanc-
tion. The Church associations must evidently
be stricter ruardians of morals within them-
selves. The rules of entrance into these
“moral clubs” should be increasingly string-
ent.  But above all, they must return to the
primal, simple spirit of the Founder, and cul-
tivate a faith which should make fraud or
crime as impossible with a modern Christian
as lust, or cruelty, or dishonesty was to the
most of the early Christians. e Christian
faith has power to effect this. The question
for the churches is, how shall this power be
brought to bear on the minds of men in the
temptations of business?—New Vork Times.

THE GOSPEL OF TEMPERANCE.

“The Bible declares that “ drunkards shall
not enter the kingdom of heaven.” What it
says it means, all “ explanation ” to the con-
trary. - With such a declaration, how plain is
it that temperance work is essentially gospel
work, And it isdoubly so. First, the Bible
enjoins it ; and what the Bible enjoins the
preacher should advocate. Secondly, it is
emphatically’ “good news™ which turns the
intemperate man away from his bottle and
keept him to his Bible. What man enslaved
by appetite can break his own chains !
l»{:m's will can indeed do much, but there
must first come the inclination. And there
is where the root of the trouble is, “Let
me sleep,” says the ulu‘gmd; “Let me
swear,” says the swearer ; ** Let me lie,” says
the liar ; “ Let me drink,” says the drunkard.
“They will not come to the light,” is the
declaration of Christ, and it is as true to-day
as'when uttered by Divine lips on the shores
of Galilee. Can aleopard change his spots ?
Can a sinner remove his desire for sin?
Neither can a drunkard, while living in the
d:r\hs of his iniquity, desire to leave his
drink. The devil is always by, and gives
him both entertaining con\sany and counsel.
“Drink on,” he says. And he drinks deep ;
he drinks early and late, and then—dies of
thirst. where does he go? Does
heaven claim him? May the church arise
in its might and preach the gospel of tem-
perance, and arouse Christ men and
women to their duty. Then intemperance
will not claim its thousands of vietims every
year, Hell will lose, but heaven shall be the
gainer.—Christian at Work.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND
¥ “BABY FARMING."

to; but I call upon you to think of it now,

A Eut deal is said in our city 15 | to lay it miouf;olo heart, and no longer to
about “baby. ng.” This is a xﬁt‘f\ﬂ trifie and delay when the high matters of | H

:?u ‘arents or guardians who wish to be | death, and j ent, and eternity are thus

id of their children send them toa far- | set so evidently before you. And the tidings

or a stip d sum per week, with the tacit |lieth upon your own head, and not upon
undets(andinsuhetwctn the contracting parties | mine, if you will not listen to them—the ob-
that the children should not be returned to | ject of my coming amongst you is to let you
those who have sent them, but shall die of know what more things are to come : it isto
slow starvation. It is horrible to think that | carry you beyond the regions of sight and of
there are persons in the world who would de- | sense, to the region of faith, and to assure
liberately plan and execute such a crime as | you, in the name of Him who cannot lie,
this ; but there is no room for doubt that|that as sure as the hour of laying the body in
such is the case. Repeated exposures of the | the grave comes, so surely will also come the

facts have shown the suffering little ones in

every stage of starvation, down to the last
gasp of tﬁ: dying one, with its pinched fea-
tures, and i1s worn and wasted frame. To
put a stop to such enormities is one mission
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Children. It is not always a crime for a
mother to put her child into the hands of
another to care for. There are Day Nurseries
where mothers may not improperly leave
their little ones to L kindly tended while
they are out at work for a living. And there
are Orphan Asylums which are excellent
homes for children who have lost their
mothers. Many children must be dependent
more or less of the time on other guardians
than their natural parents. But it is always
a crime to starve a child, or to withhold
from it needful food and ministry when it has
been cummitted to one's charge.  And it is
quite as bad to starve a child’s mind and
soul as to starve its body, There can be
such things as “baby farming "—or as child
“farming” in the Sunday-school. If a
teacher has taken into his class little ones to
Prnvide for, and fails to supply them with the
“milk of the word” and the “ bread of life,”
according to their need, he is guilty of a
crime against the souls of those children.
The darkest day in the history of desolated
Zion is described as the day when “the
young children ask bread, and no man break-
eth it unto them.” Are there any starving
scholars in yowr class ?—Swunday School
Times.

PSR P
WHAT WILL COME TO ALL,

0ld age will come, and the dying bed will
come, and the very fast look you shall ever
cast on your acquaintances will come, and
the agony of the parting breath will co.ne,
and the time when you are streiched a life-
less corpse before the eyes of wccr‘ing rela-
tives will come, and the coffin that is to
inclose you wilf come, and that hour when
the company assemble to carry you to the
churchyard will come, and that minute when
you are put into the grave will come, and the
throwing in of the loose earth into the nar-
row house where you are laid, and ‘the
spreading of the green sod over it—all, all

hour of the spirit returning to the God who
gave it. Yes, and the day of final reckoning
will come, and the appearance of the Son of
God in heaven, and His mighty angels around
| Him, will come, and the opening of the
|books will come, and the standing of the
{men of all g nerations before the jultll(ment-
seat will come, and ihe solemn passing of
‘lhal sentence which is to fix you & eternity
| will come.—Dr. Chalmers.

-

WOMEN'S PRAYER-MEETINGS,

T would like to urge upon my friends every-
where the establishment of women's prayer-
| meetings. | know that many ladies shrink
|from going to them, because they dread
| being asked to take part in them audibly.

It is my impression that every one should b
allowed the largest liberty in this regard,
The person who leads should not call upon
any one by name to pray or to speak, unless
she is sure that her doing so will occasion no
embarrassment. She can easily find out
this by a question before-hand. If opportu-
nity is afforded and hearts are kindlurry) the
influence of the Holy Spirit there will be no
trouble about this. Lips that have always
been locked in silence will be unloosed ; gen-
tle voices which have only been lifted in Jul-
labies at home, will lead the choral praise.

A word of ndvice to thore who do under-
take a meeting. Begin it in somebody’s
mrlor or sitting-room, The church is apt to

too cold in more than one sense. The
school-room frightens by its formally ranged
benches and desks, Do not have a stiff ar-
rangement of chairs, in regular rows, as if
for a funeral. Talk; do not make addresses.
Do not cry,if you can help it, when you
speak or pray.  One who desires to do others
good should have her emotional nature under
control. It is distressing to hear a woman
gasp and choke and gur.il: when she is try-
ing to utter petitions in ear of the Lord.
Speak loud enough to be heard all around
the room. Do not rely upon the presence of
a gifted sister, or upon well conducted and

h hly-planned hinery.  De

ghly-pl 4 hﬂd
wholly upon the Lord. Implore the Holy
Spirit, and believe that He is there. Take
the promises, one by one, and claim them

will come; and in a few short years the |y
minister qiw now speaks, and the le ;:rezem :l’ k:: 33'5?5('3‘}',&'.'3 ll:::-nﬁ
who now listen, will be carried to their long | trust, To Father, Son and Holy Ghost look

homes, and make room for another gener-
ation.
Now all this, you know, must and will
your common sense and common
experience serve to convince you of it. Per-
haps it may have been little thought of in the
days of careless, and thoughtless, and thank-
less unconcern which you have spent hither-

for aid, and you will receive it.—Advocate
and Guardian,
P ——
Tue FECUNDITY OF TRUTH.—* As from the

lcolm yo\l[ t evolve forests, so from one
sentence in 5 Wi might elaborate
volumes of theological “Iﬂlm" .

““ The soul is immensel. t.  Nothing but
God can satisfy it. It wil n.: be satisfied with
works -:l;u?'wmvwmdlovdy:h must have Him

i i

1DEAS. —* Great ideas for utterance. A
deep conviction will dny-wm its evangelist.”
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CONVERTED BY A TELEGRAM.

A young telegraph operator in an English

rovincial town was anxious about his soul.

ut he could not have guessed that a mes-
sage would reach him as it did. He had
been sleepless all night, thinking of his need
of a Saviour, and in the morning he went to
his work with his heart uttering the publi-
can's prayer. The sunny weather and beauty
of summer scenery did not engage him now,
for he was longing after that peace of God
which the Christian feels.

Absorbed with his desire, he continued to
pray—“God be merciful to me a sinner,”
and was constantly repeating the words,
when the click of the signal told him that
his office was called. He took his place at
the instrument, and quickly and with unusual
emotion sgcllcd this message, from “ Her-
bert,” at Windermere, to J. B, at Wark-
worth :—

“ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.” “In whom we
have redemption through His blood, the for-
%i\'encss of sins, according to the riches of

1is grace.”

Such a telegram as that the young man
had never known to pass the wires before.
It was sent to a servant girl, who, in her dis-
tress of mind, had written a letter to her
brother “ Herbert,” at the Lakes; but it
proved a double benediction, for it came to
the operator as a direct reply from heaven
to his prayer. He accepted it as such, and
his faith saw and rested in the Lamb of God.

Meanwhile the golden telegram went to
its destination, and brought peace to the
anxious soul of the poor servant girl. It
saved two instead of one. And those words
are living words still, and as potent to bless
and save—not only two, but ten thousand
times ten thousand.—Chvistian Herald,

Davictics.

“Much depends on the way we come into
trouble. Paul and Jonah were both in a
storm, but in very different circumstances,”

But ONE WaY,—“If men are to be saved
at all, whether rich or poor they can only be
saved in one way—by the exercise of faith—
simple childlike faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who is the one saviour “ able to save
to the uttermost all that come unto God by
Him.” If a king from his throne says,
“ what must I doto be saved ?"—if a prisoner
from his dungeon cries : “ What must 1 do
to be saved?"—the same answer in each
case must be returned: “ Believe on the
Lord Tesus Christ and thou shalt be saved ; ”
you may be rich as Crasus, or poor as Laza-
rus ; you may be vile as Manasseh, bitter
and prejudiced as Saul of Tarsus, or like
Nathanael, an Israelite indeed, in whom
there is no guile ; but if saved at all, you
must be saved in the same way,you must
knock at the same door ; you must cross the
same threshold ; you must arpmach as a
suppliant the same throne of grace; you
must touch in faith the same extended
sceptre, you must confide your soul, sin bur-
dened and sin stained, to the care and
cleansing of the same Saviour.”

“Smith, do you know wh¥)ou are like a
donkey ?"—* Like a donkey ¢ echoed Smith,
opening his eyes wide. “ No, I don't.”—“Be-

THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

cause your better half is stubbornness her-
self”—“ That's not bad. Ha'ha! I'll give
that to my wife when 1 get home. Mrs.
Smith,” he asked, as he sat down 0 supper,
“do you Lnow why I am like a donkey?”
He waited a moment, expecting his wife to
ﬁiw itup. But she didn't. She locked at
im somewhat commiseratingly as she an-
swered, “ 1 suppose because you were born
s0.”
ighland laird was checked off in his
accounts by his wife on his return.
He had called at the chemist’s for a draught
for the babe of three years old.  She said, “1
see ye canna buy poothers for bairns ; 1
would 'a’ gotten twa as big as yours for a

shillin’” ~ Jamie replied, * Hoo wud you
manage that?”  “Well, 'l tell you. He
would spier hoo auld the baim wus?” “ Ay,

of coorse, and 1 tell't him it was three years
auld.”  “Well, if it had been me, I wud say
the babe was six years, an’ | would "a’ gotten
ane as big again, and then divided it in twa.”
“That thocht never struck me,” answered
Jamie.

Popular Definition of Conscience,
rule for another man’s conduct.

There was once an eclipse of the sun, and
Jock Laird and Jean, his wife, were sitting at
the fire thinking the world was coming to an
end. Says Jean, “If we had only had the
pig and the twa kye selt, | wadna hae cared.”

A PAPER in announcing the death of a lady,
says, that “she lived fifty years with her
husband, and died in the confident hope of a
better life.”

It is told of a man
went to a church secking an opportunity to
worship. The usher did uot notice him, but
seated several well-dressed persons who pre-
sented themselves, when finally the man ad-
dressed the usher, sayin;: “Can ye tell me
whose church this is?” “ Yes, this is Christ’s
church.” “Is he in?” was the next question,
after which a seat was not so hard to find.

A LADY once asked Lord Brougham who
was the best debator in the House of Lords?
His Lordship modestly rePIied :+ “Lord Stan-
ley is the second, madam.

“Saya g:odthing and sit down,” whis-
Pcredt e chairman to a long-winded speaker.
“That’s just what I'm trying to do,” said the
speaker.

MILTON was one day u<ked by a friend of
female persuasion, if he did not intend to in-
struct his daughter in the different languages.
No ma’am, replied Milton, “one tongue is
enough for a woman.”

GROWTH IN GRACE~“Growth in grace
manifests itself by a simplicity, that is, a

reater naturalness of character. There will
more usefulness, and less noise ; more ten-
derness of conscience, and scrupulosity ;
there will be more peace, more humility.
When the full corn is in the ear it ben
down because it is full.”

RITUALISM CHILDISH.—“This ritualism
is sad nonsense. l‘f"you want a religion for
children, a religion of toys, well ood ;
but if you have got a religion with and
Christ in it, turn these things out of doors.
The first breath of spiritual religion alwa;
is their death-blow. That was why ec
siastics hated John the Baptist ; his preach-
ing taught the people how to look at their
ritualism.

My

rly dressed, that he | Lord’

Toronto Gaptist Birectorp,
JArvis STREET CHURCH (cor Jarvis md
Gerrard Sts.) —* Membership, 608. Pastor,
Rev. J. H. Castle, D.D,, 51 Carlton Street.
Mectings: Lord"s Day—Public Worship, 11 a.m,

and 7 p.m.  Sunday School, 2.45 p.m. Prayer
Meetings, 10 to 10,55 a.m., after Even
Service.  Monday — Pastor’s Meeting for In-

uirers at 7.30 p.m., in the Church Parlour.
;haday——Tmhen' Meeting, first of each month,
at 8 pm.  Wednesday—Young Women's Meet-
ing, at 7 p.m, ; General Prayer and Confer-
enc leeting, at 8p.m.  Saturday—Young Men's
Prayer Meeting, at 8 p.m,

ALEXANDER STREET CHURCH (between Yonge
and Church Sts.)—Membershij 252.  Pastor,
= . Meetings: Lord’s Day—Public Wor-
ship, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday School, 3 p.
m.  Prayer Meeting, 10 a.m, Jnday—\(ung
People's Meeting, at 8 p.m.  Wadnesday—Gene-
ral Prayer Meeting, at 8 p.m.

YORKVILLE CHURCH (Yonge St., beyond Dav-
enport Rd.)—Membership, 124. Pastor, Rev. Jos,
D. King, 143 Bloor St. East (city side). Meetings.
Lord’s Day— Public Worship, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday School, 2.30 p. m. Prayer Meeting,
10.30 a.m. Wednesday—Prayer and Couference
Meeting, at 8 p.m.

PARLIAMENT STREKT CHURCH
enham and

orship, 11 n:
Sunday School, 2.30 p. m.

pom.
;la!uadn_y—l‘myer and Conference Meeting, at
pom.

CoLLEGE STREET CHURCH (cor. Lippincott
St.)—Membership, ‘ln“?. Pastor, Rev. S. A.
Dyke, cor. College Borden Sts.  Meetings :

"s Day—Public Worship, 11 a.m. and 7 p.
m. - Sunday School, 3 p.m. Wadnesday—Prayer
and Conference Meeting, at 8 p.m,

Ydu““ STREET CHURCH (cor. Victoria St.)
-~ Membe ‘y. 94 Pastor, Rev. James W.
Mitchell, 53 Victoria Street. Meetings : Zond's
Day—Public Worship, 11 a.m. and 6.45 p.m.
Sunday School, 3 p.m. Wednesday—Prayer and
Conference Meeting, at 8 p.m, 1y —Prayer
Meeting, a* 8 p.m.

Brock STreET MissioN (Tem, ce Hall)
in connection with Jarvis Street (S:un:h Mis-
sionary, C. W. Eede. Meetings : Lord's Day -
Sunday School, 2.45 p.m. Public Service, 7 p.
m. day—Prayer Meeting, 8 p.m.

Lewts STREeT Mission (beyond the Don),
under the n,lpervi:icn of Parliament St. Church.
MN!;:II;'E Lord's q:h%nd-yrgchool, Lﬂt
m. Public Service, 6.30 p.m, wrsday—
lic Service, 8. p.m., il

* The Memberships are taken from the Minutes
Toronte Atsottaton or 1071 s

Srantford Baptist Directory,
First CHURCH.—Rev. W. H. Porter, M.A.,
or. d's Day—Services at 11 am. and
b Commaunion l'iyc. a nl:’uh ,Slndny
8 3 pm.  Twesdas mﬂe 's Meet-
ing, at 7,30 p.m. 7{;.{:;“—'\"& ly Prayer
Mecting, at 8 p.m.
TABERNACLE,—Rev. Robert Cameron, M.A.
Pastor.  Lord's Day—Services at 11 a,m, and ;

Cottage Ps“nd.ylsch'm" d’ v Tuesday—
rayer Meeting, m.
Learner’s Meeting, 7.30 p.m, ';l-rida;—-l’nya
Meeting, 7.30 p.m.

EAsT WARD CHURCH.—Rev, John Alexander,
Pastor, Lord's Day—S: at 14 8o, and 6,
ghp.m. Communion twice a month. Sunda,

00l, . Zuesday—Bible Reading, 7.
pm, TL'::::;—PHW Meeting, 7.30 p~-.7




