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David Tisdale, 
ge A. Shaw. 
Macdonald.

%! I

Chc United Empire loyalists’ Association.
Branch.
ENYAH.

“ United Empire Loyalists ” are “ those persons who remained 
faithful to the British Crown during and after the revolutionary 
war in America,” or, to be more precise, 1—“ the families who 
adhered to the Unity of the Empire and joined the Royal Stan­
dard in America before the Treaty of Separation in the year 
1783. [Order in Council passed at Quebec gth November, ij8g\ 

2-—“ Those who, both at and after the revolution, were, in con­
sequence of their loyalty, driven out of the revolted States, or 
found continued residence in those States to be intolerable by 
reason of the persecutions to which they were subjected, or 
voluntarily withdrew therefrom in order to reside under the flag 
to which they desired that they and their children should remain 
forever loyal and 3, “ Their posterity.” [Order in Council 
above referred to.\

The eldest or adult members of United Empire Loyalist families 
who settled in Canada, for the most part passed away in the next 
few succeeding years after their arrival.

It was their sons mainly who preserved this country to the 
British Crown in the War of 1812-14.

The grandchildren of the original U. E. Loyalists are becoming 
fewer in number year by year. The fourth generation are the 
men and women of the present day.

The descendants of the U. E. Loyalists are now widely dis­
persed ; some are building up new provinces in what but a few 
years ago was the illimitable wilderness of the North West, 
whilst others are scattered throughout the world.

Some few (a very few, it is to be feared), still retain the orig­
inal homestead granted by the Crown to their forefathers.
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homes and histories, their individual mmST ^Tf Previous 
stances attending their settlement in Per,®nce«> and the circum- 
served by their families so far • P ada’ bav,n£ been pre- 
gradually dispersed and L^-arioL"0»?™! ‘"‘T, t* 
unless some systematic effort was ma,?« t“ f<d that 
fragments which might yet be found,

the public archives—ancf whiclf arel'or^tlie1*1^6^ preserved in 
ami inadequate fitly to represent and ilh,a parfc meaSre■such an expression may bf used ^Tthe U E T® hf- ™ner. life- if
ftSWithlSl eV!ntJith?Ut WtUorEpaLSSt em,g,ati0n
serving such historic record?’ w/thafso thT fcfh® rneans of pre- 
the spirit of loyalty in the inheritors if keepinS bri£ht
formation of this associatif was^Resolved 7Ttry’ ihe
steps toward that e d were taken ^ &n n tbe ,n,t,al 
William Hamilton M rritt andS0®®*?? ”a,,ed V Mr. 
Institute, February 2 th, 1896 ^ Bm be d in tbe Canadian

Mr. Allan McLean Howard 
Merritt, Secretary pro tern.

The following Committee 
Constitution :
J) “s. HMrÆtt'c„r oHick8’ AMt
££?»u!ySd Enlt S’T X Aye™l ™

the first general meetin/of which wm idd'aftT 0ntll:io" 
May lith 1896. The Honourable Joh^ Be -erU LI?"16 pl' "e 
unanimously elected President anrl m 7 Robmson was 
Merritt Secretary. Much was exnerld f L'am„ H“'»ilton 
this position because Of tL r, 6Xpected f/,om Mr. Robinson in 
position, his’long experiencedf°'rfhr C6|v ^ bis.°?C*a* and social 
known to be well versed in matter ‘C lfe’ a”d. because he was 
history of this country, and M X^nt™”,8- * ‘he early

»
friend, and an eminent Pressent 0S,^anrunselfi®h and patriotic 
was elected President in bt f Dr,George Sterling Ryerson
March, 189S, when he was ucc^eM WdMrnHnUed inRofficenuntil 
who has held the office to he present time' ^ C°°k’

Sh *he formation o,
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Loyalists who served in that war. It was felt that the Associa­
tion would be honouring itself by appropriately recognizing these 
men and women, and they were 
vice-presidents of the Association.

A branch of the U. E. Loyalists’ Association was formed at 
Virgil, of which Capt. John D. Servos is the President.

It has been decided that the Six Nations Indians of the Grand 
River and Tyendiaaga (Bay of Quinte) Reserves, whose migration 
to Canada was under the same circumstances, and simultaneous 
with that of the U. E. Loyalists, should be cons’dered as branch 
associations. Chief Jacob Salem Johnson, Kahnonk.wenyah, of 
the former, and Chief Samson Greer., Annosothkah, of the latter, 
have been elected honorary vice-presidents as representatives in 
each case of such branches, and presented by the general 
dation with commemorative silver medals to be worn by them 
and their successors in office.

The Association is not only non-political, as its constitution 
declares, but it is also wholly untrammelled by social considera­
tions, and differs from the principal hereditary or historical 
associations elsewhere, in that it makes no requirement of social 
status as a condition of membership.

The constitution and by-laws as now printed, embracing certain 
further amendaients since made, were revised in April 1897, 
by a special committee consisting of the President, Dr. Ryerson ; 
the Vice-President, Mr. Allan McLean Howard ; the Secretary, 
Mr. William Hamilton Merritt ; the Honorary Legal Adviser, 
Mr. E. M. Chadwick ; the Executive Committee ; Messrs. H. H. 
Cook, Stephen M. Jarvis, Eugene A. Maclaurin, Charles E. Ryer­
son, Lt.-Col. Shaw, the Rev. W. S. Ball, the Rev. C. E. Thomson, 
and Mr. William Roaf.
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The Order in Council above referred to is as follows :— 
Whereas it is recorded that at the Council Chamber at 

Quebec on Monday, 9th November, 1789, His Excellency the 
Right Honourable Lord Dorchester intimated to the Council that 
it was his wish to put a mark of honour upon the families who 
had adhered to the unity of the Empire, and joined the Royal 
Standard in America before the Treaty of Separation in the 
year 1783 the Council concurring with His Lordship, it is 
accordingly ordered, ‘ That the several Land Boards take course 
for preserving a registry of the names of all persons falling under 
the description aforementioned, to the end that their posterity 
may be discriminated from the future settlers, in the parish 
registers and rolls of the militia of their respective districts and 
other public remembrances of the Provinces, as proper objects, by 
their persevering in the fidelity and conduct so honourable in 
their ancestors, for distinguished benefits and privileges.’
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Constitution and By-Laws.

Name and Chief Seat.
I The organization shall be known as thP “ TTnif. i v ■ 

Loyalists’ Association of Ontario ” hereinafter rpfEmpi‘e 
General Association, and its chieLeatTaht fil" **

Branches.

sPEWs-bbs
tter10 ihe same privi-

ssociation.

Objects.
”LTThe ^jects of the Association shall be—

the descendants0of thosTfamifies6 Pf°i!ifcicfl parfcy’
Revolutionary War of 1775 to i7«q h ’ ÿn^..fch.e American 
retaining their loyalty to the RrîÏ K a*Cnûeed their homes in 
this spirit of hyZyl fheEmpiT ^ a“d to W^e

eS hfiSta letor^r«„Srobr
and traitions of the Loyalisf families'before it is™“ fate St°ry
and L„™^dSgrt"tedPtnfhe fW1' 

are now scattered throughout the DominionP ” °y“8lS' Wh,ch
traction" ‘°r,Cal and genealogical journal, or annual

Qualification for Membership.
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Members under the age of 17 are not entitled to vote. Charter 
members shall be those members who joined prior to and includ- 
ing the regular meeting in April 1697. They shall have the 
letter “ C placed after their names on the roll of members.

Members of branches become ipso facto Associate Members of 
the General Association, but will not be entitled to notice of 
meetings. They may become Ordinary Members on payment of 
htty cents to the General Association, after their application has 
been approved of by the Investigating Committee.

Election of Members.

aws.

“ United Empire 
referred to as the 
at Toronto. V. A form of recommendation for admission, signed by two 

members, shall be forwarded to the Secretary, and by him laid 
before the committee appointed for the purpose of investigating 
the qualifications of applicants for membership.

If at the next or any subsequent regular meeting the report of 
this committee is satisfactory, the person shall be declared elected, 
unless a ballot is called for, and a majority shall elect.

, he Association shall have power at a Special General Meeting 
called for that purpose to expel any member, for cause shown, by 
a three-fourths majority of those present.

ished at any place 
of the Executive 
resident of such 
of the General

o the same privi- 
iation.

Fees.
i Xh The annual membership and associate membership fee 

shall be one dollar. A family—viz., husband, wife and children 
residing at home shall pay two dollars per annum ; non-resident 
membership fee, fifty cents, payable in auvance.

The annual fees shall be due on the second Thursday in March 
in each year.

Any member or associate member being one year in arrear 
mîtte StrUCk °ff the list of members by the Executive Com-

No member shall be entitled to vote at election of officers who 
is more than one year in arrear for dues.

Person eligible may become a life member by paying the 
sum of $15, and shall be exempt from further payments.

Officers.
VII. The office-bearers shall consist of a President, five Vice- 

Presidents, one of whom shall be a lady elected by the Ladies’ 
Committee as their presiding officer, and the Presidents of 
Branches who are ex-officio Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, 
and Assistant Secretary, who may be a lady.

Honorary Vice-Presidents and Members.
VIII. (a) All sons and daughters of United Empire Loyalists 

now îving shall be Honorary Vice-Presidents of the Association.

r political party, 
? the American 
their homes in 
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that important 
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m^VDlSrnfUlshed ,n®V and women, descendants of United Ern-
ma oritrlf thn°n'reSld?Vn thG Pr0vinCt’ may be elected by a 
rrity l v Se Prese?tat a meeting, as Honorary Vice-Presi­
dents, such Vice-Presidents shall not be liable for the annual

theoDiîZbnf f the Association, gentlemen or ladies, who, in 
distE i f a 4w?"thlrdsma)or 1 ty ot the meeting, have rendered 
ary Members.S6rV1Ce ^ Association may be elected Honor-

beTnmnnaZie °f,SUCh 0r Honorary Vice-President must
weeœreThe Beet* «* ^

The Executive Committee
nuIJmSeeHnt,CTiSt °f S(Tn meLml?erS’to be elected a* the an- 

eetmg, three o whom shall form a quorum and «hull
PresH ° tthez a<?ail,S ofjhe Aviation. The President and Vice- 
,esideafcs (actual and ex-officio) and Secretary-Treasurer shall 
be ex-officio members of this committee. ShaU
membVsWofrnthebTerSr0f>thnS Ex®CUtive Committee and the four 
(r\Tt La ] m ,Lad‘es1 Committee whose names appear first 
.A, | and *ett) in the list shall retire annually but shall be 

eligible for re-election at the next following meeting

The Investigating Committee

byUeCiZ; by them before ^ ^ to
membership

The Ladies’ Committee

Exec"tive CommiMw'to ‘-=y

Election of Officers and Committees.
sh^be^LS®^ *Td Standins Committees of the Association 

venLflv at the annual meeting, or as soon thereafter as 
nlace al îhiy J ^ ?-°r &ny reason such election cannot take
stthdd XTn rWKfc,Dg- * And such officers aad Committees 
censors are etld aDnUal meeting.°r until their sue-
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ants of United Etn- 
aay be elected by a 
norary Vice-Presi- 
ble for the annual

or ladies, who, in 
ting, have rendered 
be elected Honor-

ice-President must 
Jting at least four

The Past President shall be an ex-officio member of the Execu­
tive Committee, and the past Lady Vice-President shall be an 
ex-officio member'of the Ladies’ Committee, for one year after 
they cease to hold their offices.

Nominations for all offices and the Standing Committees of 
the Association shall be made one month prior to the annual 
meeting. All officers and Standing Committees of the Associa­
tion shall be elected by ballot at the annual meeting, but where 
only one name for any office, or only the required number to 
compose any Standing Committee, have been placed in nomina­
tion, a ballot shall not be taken, but the 
nominated shall be declared duly elected.

Ihe President may be re-elected for one additional term, but 
he cannot retain office for more than two years in succession.

Duties of Officers.
XIII. The President shall be chairman of all meetings at 

which he shall be present, and in his absence one of the Vice- 
Presidents shall take the chair.

In the absence of tae Vice-Presidents, the members present 
shall elect a chairman for the meeting.

XIV. The Secretary-Treasurer shall hold in trust the funds of 
the Association, which shall be deposited in the name of the As­
sociation in a bank approved by the Committee. He shall re- 
ceive all moneys, pay all accounts that are properly jertified as 
correct, and shall present, when required, from time to time 
statement of accounts.

Ihe Secretary-Treasurer or the Assistant Secretary shall 
attend all meetings, shall take the minutes of the proceedings, 
shall be responsible for the safe custody of all papers, books, and 
other property, and under the direction of the Executive Com­
mittee shall conduct the general business of the Association.

person or persons so
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C
Meetings.littees.

XVI. The annual general meeting for the election ofoffice- 
bearers, and the transaction of the business of the Association 
shall be held in the city of Toronto, on the date of the regular 
meeting in March in each year.

The regular meetings shall be held on the second Thursday in 
every month, except during such summer months as may be 
thought desirable not to meet by the members present at the 
regular meeting in May.

Meetings may be held at such an hour and place as the Execu­
tive committee appoints, of which due notice shall be sent to 
every member.

of the Association 
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XVII. General meetings other than the regular monthly meet­
ings may be called for the reading and discussion of papers, and 
for the transaction of business.

The business or subject for discussion shall be specified in the 
special notice convening such a meeting, which shall be sent to 
every member. Such a special meeting may be called at any 
time by the President, or in his absence by the Executive Com­
mittee.

XVIII. Extraordinary or urgent business may be transacted 
at any meeting without special notice, when considered absolutely 
necessary by a three-fourths majority of those present.

XIX. At all general meetings, whether special or annual, fif­
teen members shall form a quorum.

Papers.
XX. Papers on subjects relating to the objects of the Associa­

tion, and to cognate subjects, may be read by members, or by 
others who may be requested to do so, at any regular meeting 
or any special meeting called for this purpose.

Papers shall not exceed twenty minutes in length, but the 
time for reading may be extended by vote of the members.

All papers read shall become the property of the Association.
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Order of Business.
XXI. 1. Reading of Minutes.

2. Reading of Correspondence.
3. Passing of Accounts.
4. Propositions for Membership.
5. Reports of Committees.
6. Election to Membership.
7. Notices of Motion.
8. General Business.
9. Election of Officers.

10. Reading of Papers.

Amendments to the Constitution and By laws.
XXII. The foregoing Constitution and By-laws may be 

amended by a two-thirds vote of any meeting, but notice of 
motion for such amendment must be given at least four weeks 
previous to the discussion of the same, of which notice the Sec­
retary shall duly inform every member.
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gular monthly ineet- 
ission of papers, and

11 be specified in the 
lich shall be sent to 
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the Executive Com-

ANNUAL REPORT.

5 may be transacted 
:onsidered absolutely 
>se present.

>ecial or annual, fif-

Your Committee reports that this Association has increased 
from 317 to 400 members during the past year.

On the evening of the annual meeting, March 9th, 1899, a 
very enjoyable reception was held at the home of Mrs. Clarkson, 
131 Beverley Street, in honour of Sir John Bourinot. Unfortu­
nately he was prevented from being present by the severe illness 
of Lady Bourinot.

Four members of this Association were appointed a Committee 
to make collections to assist in erecting a monument to Laura 
Secord, in which they were very successful. The sum of about 
S300 is in the hands of the Treasurer, Mr. Land, and collections 
are still being made.

At the request of Mr. Bain, Librarian of the Toronto Public 
Library, a meeting of the Executive Committee of this Associa­
tion was held on October 27th. He stated that valuable papers 
relating to the U. E. Loyalists had been found in the Library of 
Congress at Washington, and were available for copying. Conse­
quently, on Nov. 1st, a deputation with Mr. Bain waited 
the Government to petition for the sum of $500 to secure part of 
the cost of publishing the volumes containing the Montreal notes 
relating to the history of Upper Canada. The Premier, Hon. G. 
W. Ross, was pleased to recommend that the grant should be 
made, and it was 
Assembly.

In order to make the final meeting of this Association (in 1899) 
of more than usual interest before closing for the summer months, 
the June meeting was held in the Historical Exhibition in Victoria 
College. Innumerable objects of interest to the Association 
to be seen, and amongst them the communion service presented by 
Queen Anne to the Mohawk Indians in 1710.

Many interesting papers have been read at the meetings as 
follows :—

V

jects of the Associa- 
by members, or by 
ny regular meeting

in length, but the 
f the members. 
r of the Association.

:e.

upon

subsequently passed by the Legislative

and By laws.
By-laws may be 

ting, but notice of 
at least four weeks 
hich notice the Sec-

/

were

/
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“ Loyalists of the County of Dundas,” by Mr. A. C. Cassel-

... o ®ketch of Captain Peter Teeple and his Family,” by Mr 
W. b. Waterbury.

“ Settlement of Adolphustown or the Fourth Town ” bv Dr 
Canniff. * ’ J

“ Loyalists of 1812,” by Sir John G. Bourinot, K C.M.G 
“ birthplace and Antecedents of Major 

U.E.L” by Miss C. N. Merritt.
wick 1X Natl°nS IndianS as U‘ E> Loyalists,” by Mr. E. M. Ohad-

“ Rogers, Ranger and Loyalist," by Mr. Walter Rogers, Bar- 
nster-at-law, Inner Temple, London, England

“Loyalists of the County of Dundas,” Part II., by Mr A C 
Casselman. J ' '

“Samuel Strong and the Georgia Loyalists,” by Lady Dilke.
A Sketch of the Bruce Family,” by Mrs. Carey.

Respectfully submitted,
N. M. Clarkson,

Hon. Assistant Secretary.

man.

, LL.D. 
Thomas Merritt,

April, 1900.
t#
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>” by Mr. A. C. Cassel-

nd his Family,” by Mr. 

Fourth Town,” by Dr.

Durinot, KC.M.G..LL.D.
lajor Thomas Merritt,

'

ts,” by Mr. E. M. Chad-

r. Walter Rogers, Bar- 
fland.

Part II., by Mr. A. C.

ilists,” by Lady Dilke. 
1rs. Carey. .

sd,
KSON,

Assistant Secretary.
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LIEUT COL. GEORGE STERLING RYERSOX,

Egerton Ryereon, distinguished aâ a p”«Ôhe, „ iti
journalist and an historian, was the founder of the PnlS a ^
System cfOntoi0 His grendfathen, Col. Josepl, Ryerion
XJ» E. Ii., served with distinction throughout thA rtixr/xi !• 9
™ as an officer in the Prince of
and after the peace in 1783 came to New Brunswick and ^^1700 

removed to Upper Canada, settling in the township of Char 
lotteville, in the county of Norfolk. He was annnintLi Jn « " 
Sheriff of that county, chairman of the Boani of O® ^ 
Sessions and of the first School Board With him f®r
brother Capt. afterwards Col. Samuel Ryerse the founder 

yerse, and the first Judge of the district court of Norfolk ^ 
In the war of 1812-15 Col. Joseph Rverson with ti * George, William and John, shared' in all 

ot that war in the western peninsula. Georce the ^ nt second President, destined, like his four broÈîs to he, 
eminent divine of the Methodist Church, served as listen a nr ® 
father s regiment of Norfolk militia and was present at LlS
of Detroit, and was wounded on Nov. 28th 1812 when the fakln.g 
cans made an unsuccessful attempt to invade Canada 
He shared in the dangers and glories of Col h„ > ^.ri,e"
attack at Stoney Creek, in the audacious and succesXuffftn^f

W Chnrsh'TteThnî

M.D.

V

'
S,

\$

our

I I

\

:

1 Ac1c?r1dillgIy. it is not surprising that Lieut -Co! R„nnn 
should have achieved military as well no nnQri ’• ' Ryerson
sional distinction. Educated at the Cnltacademic a°d profes- 
began the study of medicine in 1871 and attenTTl^Scll°o1, lle 
College of Physician, and Surgeons at New Y„ t V1 “.le
Medical College, Toronto, and at the Royal College of PhraV" 
cians and Surgeons, Edinburgh Afte- f„^i T,.fl ™ysi- 
eminent
he returned to Canada in 1878 and in Iftftn ™ , nd ^ icnna, 
list and aurist to the Toronto General Hospital ^In^he'1 °CU" 
year he was installed in the chair of ophthalmnln„v *lle.8ame 
in^ljy Cnlrerslty. hie «Æ^Te^

4

\

In 1870 during the Fenian Raid, Lieut.-Col. Ryerson served

1
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Red (
M.D.,’
cality
Secret
been
accom
Home
zeal o
Societ;
very d

as a member of the Queen’s Own Rifles. Having been 
appointed in 1881 surgeon of the 10th Royal Regiment, (now 
Royal Grenadiers), he served with that corps in the North-west 
Rebellion of 1885 (medal with clasp) and in recognition of his 
services was promoted to surgeon-major and received the decora­
tion of the Order of St. John. “ Surgeon Ryerson,” wrote the 
Globe's special correspondent, “ is the very man for the army 
surgeon. Pleasant in manner, decided in action, and above all 
skilled in his profession, he allows not the slightest ailment to 
go unattended to and is constantly among the men, sparing 
himself not the slightest.” In describing the battle of Batoche, 
the same journal stated : “ Dr. Ryerson, at the head of the am­
bulance corps, was conspicuous by his presence wherever the 
firing was heaviest and his presence most needed.”

Lieut.-Col. Ryerson is possessed of marked executive power 
and ability for organization. Through his efforts the ambulance 
corps of the Grenadiers was organized in 1884 ; he took part in 
forming the Association of the Medical Officers of the Militia, and 
was its secretary in 1891. He formed the St. John Ambulance 
Association in 1894 and became its general secretary ; for this 
service he was promoted to the grade of Esquire of the Order of 
St. John in 1897 at the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. As a mem­
ber of the Canadian Jubilee Contingent, he received the commem­
orative medal from the hands of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.

But the Association with which Lieut.-Col. Ryerson’s name 
is most closely connected at present, in the public mind, not 
only in Canada but also throughout the Empire, is the Red Cross 
Society of Canada, founded by him in 1896 as a branch of the 
parent society in Great Britain. Under Dr. Ryerson’s guidance 
the society rendered assistance during the Spanisb-American 
war. At the beginning of the recent war in South Africa, the 
society, which still was fortunate in possessing Dr. Ryerson as 
chief executive officer, displayed marvellous activity. It collected 
a large sum of money, supplied medicines and comforts to many 
a sick and wounded soldier, British as well as Canadian. Early 
in this year Dr. Ryerson went out to the seat of war as Canadian 
Red Cross commissioner. Here there was need for the skil­
ful organizer, the prompt executive officer, the mind to conceive 
and the hand to dispense comforts to the needy. At Modder 
River, at Kimberley, at Bloemfontein, alKroonstadt,the resources 
of the Red Cross Society were severely tried and Dr. Ryerson 
was found equal to every emergency. In recognition of his sur­
passingly successful efforts, he was appointed Red Cross Com­
missioner with Lord Roberts’ Headquarters Staff.

At Kimberley so complete were his arrangements, so unerring 
his foresight, for the reception of the wounded, that Lord 
Methuen in a special despatch to the Chief of Staff, speaks of 
“ the fine and unostentatious work performed by the Canadian
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Secretary Æet W.rXït&rto^Madlt “'t

ri

zea“of lint rvS R Cathol*c community, and the energy and 
S r u t 'CJ0.1;. Ryerson> M D- and the Canadian Red Cross 
Society, the condition ot the sick and wounded would have been 
very different from what I found it on my visit there last month.” 

Air. Chamberlain also joins in the congratulation when for
ZcST“Red'cZlrèty '58 ,0 LOtd Mint0- to b« -e„t to

Bed Cross C— M*
Highness Princess Christian, seconi was

d b Viscount Knutsford,
generous subscriptions to tire funds; IZ totieTc!? ByLou 

or valuable services he personally rendered to the British Red 
Cross Committee, in acting as their Commissioner in Bloemfon- 
Army.and 6 Sewhere Wlth the headquarters of Lord Roberts’

1 hose acts of mercy and benevolence so highly appreciated
rdicPae,rpra™t0nly “ ^ «acnfrceVau^teusi™

Hyerson is a distinguished member of several important 
Unfver8ity80Clatl0n8’ ^ & member of the Senate of Toronto

He was M L. A. for East Toronto from 1893 to 1898 • and is 
TnCl ®ftnTd. enthusiastic member of the Masonic order.

,7? 1 * _Lleut-Col. Ryerson married Mary Amelia, daughter
Is auS a daughter l,arri=l“'a‘^w. and has issue”four
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HERMAN HENRY COOK.
Aa?®r-m^n Henr>',Cook> tllird President of the U. E. Loyalists’

âo „™o?ï;„r„,b°Sh aSu m,ns"iF of &

j arm JNov. llth 1813, when the largest armv that invaded 
acarossatheT La ^ T dif“?trou8^ beaten and driven

teSSaSSï?
WïXtrÆîTÏ*
sentativa „( the 'County of Dm das? torn iaM to S ’T" 
brother John William M P. for ilm aame Sonty fot iSa

1867 to 1876.h'8 br0l ,er S‘mon SePl,r™"8 was MÏ L. A. from
Mr. Cook was educated at the Matilda County Grammar 

School, and m 1858 became engaged in the lumber business 
He secured extensive tracts of forest in the Georgian Rnv 
and erected at Midland city, the largest and S “V re8'0n' 
roul then in Canada. Mr. Cook is now President of th» r»n+o..' 
Lumber Company. Like his brothers and uncle, Mr Cook hn
Tfo vter?8o in the P°litical affairs of the country
1880 to 1K89f°/t Xorth.Sl?lcoe fr°m !872 to 1878, M. L. A. from 
1880 to 1882 then resigning, was elected M. P. for East Simcoe 
which he continued to represent till 1891.
issue aTiar ,araÎ^ ^ydia’ dau»hter of James White, and has 
issue (1) Bar i Alberta married to Frank E. MacDonald nf
Toronto and (2) Emma May married to Surgeon-Major Worth 
contingent r 0°ke’ “°W in South Africa witClhe °rth"
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President, March, 1898—March, 1900.
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©bituarp.

mrs. john McDonald.

°f ="r-
of Abraham and Abigail Dayton U E I g{Landdaughter 
wards became the wife of Col InS'Si*** x.Mr,8" Dayton after- 
anoqoe. (For full descrintinn n/r i the founder of Gan-
1899.) Mrs McDonald? l J ‘ St°Ue 8ee Transactions for
Mallory, daughter of Zltry T Maria
to John McDonald in irqa a^\ /• u ■“* L blle was married 
,lie,l 1809 • (2, HertoUW ,(1) Georgina,
County Judge of Leeds and Grenville^ p° Fe*>' -:ln'' 1842,
oftntt^M

fffZ -LM * “ameni
Adelaide, married in 1867 Jame 
died 1880.
ap?ot,Xte°LM87si,rZn^H7VJolmnMcDOT“W ™
and subsequently to the T «v 1 rC1 ^ ^pper Canada in 1887, 
Canada n\W Dnrinn ,Z *“ n C°UD?il of llle 'Wince of

1“ÏKl;d“ “Sua”ys aidc<i S*

ford,

ALEXANDER FRASER.
Alexander Fraser, of Eraser, of Fraserlield 

Prescott, VlüT father of ST WchlTÆfc ^ MD’ *
of State in the present Ca binei f n j iam ®°°M» Secretary 
field in November 1858 a7d ,1, iCanardPa> Was born a‘ Fraser- 
'"CO. Mr. Fraser* washedu cated‘at «*,•

and was some time in the civil servi™ I fin • • gh ScL°o1» 
The grandfather of
“Z ~ of 1812 as^Juarternjaster
ST^GITa^ S™ i.^sw8aLLSman"of l8t
« w }835’ and afferwards member 
1850Warden °f Stormout> J)tindas

------ ; was M.L.A.
of Legislative Council • 

and Glengarry from 1842 to
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MRS. CLARKSON.

, «-SS
peut measure to t c Barrister-at-law, of Toronto,
ter of Mr. btephen Haute Jar»i^ Jarvi Gentleman Usher 
STbe Sk M intbe Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada,
and sreat-eramldaushter of Col. tep M “™^rmy through-

Sr £ SMS

!rEC"EF-?r5S£=
*07,1, vino leaving surviving her one son, Cyril Jarvis Cl.tr 

S and Sdau^rs, Nina Mary and Hilda Stuart Clarkson.
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her death, 
tributed in 
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EDMUND MORRIS.
Edmund Morris, born June 1st, 1833, and died December 17th 

1H.U held a prominent position in connect;on with the Ontario 
Bank.

His family has been quite a prominent one in Canada. His 
fatuer was -James Morris (1798-1865) of Brockville, M.L.A. for
mil* l?37i ¥'d'P*i1841 ; Member of tlie Legislative Council 
1814 ; the farst Postmaster General of Canada 1851 to
Speaker of Legislative Council 1853-4, and again in 
Receiver-General 1862 ; and Lieut.-Col. of Militia.

The Honourable Col. William Morris, (1786-1858) an uncle, 
was present at the taking of Ogdensburg, commanded the 
Lanark Militia 1837-8, was M.L.A. 1821 to 1836, then appointed 
Member of the Legislative Council, Member of the Executive 
Council and Receiver-General 1844-46, and President of 
Council 1846-48.

Hon. Alexander Morris (1826-1889), Chief Justice and after­
wards Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba, was a cousin of Edmund 
Morris.

Mr. Edmund Morris married Catherine Anne, daughter of 
James Lancaster Schofield of Brockville, son of James Schofield, 
5 E- " > and .liad several sons and daughters. One son, Capt. 
Edmund Merritt Morris, Devonshire Regiment, is now serving 
in South Africa.

1853;
1858;

the

THOMAS HILLS.
Thomas Hills, son of Benjamin Hills and Johanna Anne 

(Clowes) Hills, was born November 17th, 1856, and died Feb- 
ruary 11th, 1900. Mr. Hills was grandson of Joseph Anderson, 
U E.L., bom 1763, died 1853, a Lieut, in King’s Royal Regi- 
^C,nt«0fi New York ; Registrar Surrogate Court 1800 to 1811 • 
Col 2nd Regiment Stormont Militia, and served in War of 
1812-15. Joseph Anderson married Johanna Farrand and had 
issue (1) Robert Isaac Dey Gray ; (2) Anne Margaret, married 
•James Pringle, their son being Jacob Farrand Pringle, sometime 
County Judge oj the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and 
Glengarry ; (3) Delia Eliza married James Clowes and had issue
Elizab™! Jo8epil’ ^ Jollanna Aime (Mrs. Hills), (3) Mary

Joseph Anderson was the eldest son of Capt. Samuel Anderson, 
l • E. L., sometime judge of the Eastern District, 
noticed in the Transactions of 1899. more fully

JOHN HILLS.
John Hills, son of the preceding, was born July 31st, 1887 

died June 5th, 1900. ’
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JOHN JUCHEREAU KINGSMILL.
John Juchereau Kingsmill, M.A., D.C.L., somet; 
ldge of the County of Bruce, was born in the city 
ay 21st, 1829, and died 21st February, 1900.
His father was Col. William Kingsmill, of H.M. 66th Regt., who 

came to Canada m 1829, andwas for many years sheriff of Lincoln.
Judge Kingsmill was educated at Upper Canada College, 

University of Toronto, (B.A.) and Trinity University (M. 
U.C.L.) He practised law at Guelph from 1853 to Nov. 1866
” be aPP°inted Judge. He resigned the judgeship in 
1893, and took up the practice of law in Toronto, and 
appointed a Q.C.

He was four times married, his last wife being Agnes Caroline 
Grace, daughter of the late Lieut.-Col. Bernard of the 13th 
Hussars, and granddaughter of the late Samuel Peters Jarvis of 
loronto. His eldest son is an officer in the Royal Navy.

County
Quebec,

A. and

was

ALAN S. BURRITT.«as 2
Si pF?-Mounted Police, took a course at Stanley Barracks, Toronto and 
was appointed a lieutenant in the Prince of Wales Dragoons of

theB p» Tg disappointed at not getting a commission 
• lu rCanadlan Dragoons he sailed for England,
in the 12th Lancers, where his worth was quickly recognized 
and rewarded with a commission. His regiment was in Gen
the relief o^Kinaberley. diVi8i°" BWb “* d»s" 

Alan S Burritt inherited his predilection for the life of a 
soldier. His great-grandfather was Daniel Burritt, U E L 
(cousin of Lhliu Burritt, “ the learned blacksmith,” who too 
young to bear arms in the revolutionary war came to 
Augusta with his father and brothers after the peace. Daniel 
Burritt s two elder brothers, Stephen and Adoniram, fought on
wenMn Mhs-4 ,8lde at ,the 6atfcle of Bennington, and afterwards 
«ent to their home where they were arrested and imprisoned in 
1 enmngton gaol by the rebels. It so happened that their guard 
was a soldier who was shown some kindness by the brothers 
when badly wounded after the Battle of Bennington. A scheme 
was devised for their escape which was successful. Stephen 
then joined Rogers Kings Rangers and served till the end of the

pT the 0U»dTev of Burritt’s Rapids; was elected to 
the fifth Parliament of Upper Canada in 180!» ; was J. P. and 
Lieut.-Col. of the Grenville Militia.

Read Burritt, another member of the family, was elected to 
represent Grenville in the Parliament of United Canada in 1848

was

enlisted

His

Whei 
grandfa 
I felt in 
in a se 
family ” 
personal 
heroic f 
U.ti.L’s
tish Crc 
same tir 
the Sout 
active p; 
the situt 
outline t 
interest 

It is 
“ Tories ’ 
state ant 
insurgent 
James W 
and inspi 
ted and ? 
and the 
Sabine, w 
of Georgi 
governor 
Stokes, tl 
and two < 
in Londoi 
half of the 
culpable i 
ferers, cri 
who like 
and stand: 
George Tl 
liam McGi 

The litt

i
f

i

22

CD

*>
J\

/
1

4t

*

X
? 

Z
 - 

x
t,

r
^ X

• 
V

V
*xw 

.

?



Samuel Strong and the Georgia Loyalists.
BY EMILIA F. S„ LADY

in a »„se{,*»'

XL ’iïsXiïrzi t?gh “heroic featore, which aUrocl Lt ,,"6’ C!ln, hT of the 
U.E.L’s, who, Imvina lôstâll Imt H rnnas °f the Canadian 
tish Crown one oMh , ,n. -a llVe8' sec,lrei1 «° ‘he Bri-aarae time, therot so little Lot8 "* P08868™"8- At the 
the Southern State a° comm the, W-IUts of
active part in the north and Jl » h Lhose.who fayed a more

"tt r„d°TUr“ypl'“ »“atlh„^eriCa'

“ Tories ” of Georoia if? ' T“",? “ the recor,ls »f the?t.te and had actually necf rTv^d out'ffT a,'"Xhly '°ral 
insurgents, in 1770 hv tho 0>. r 0(1 011 °f the hands of the
James Wright wlrosc return from E^Ld îaîiw ZT\f
and the French undfr Co,mi S'f■' ,md«'' °™=™1 Lincoln, 
Sabine, we can Ue a Itoof nosttn'Jnffi^0'" Æ6 °(
Of Georgia Loyalists H lüÜ u , ?fficers ot the egiment
S?Vhrn°r,adUring SirJa""» 'Vrigh“tbseM™'inWn77al *£“*- 
Stokes, the Chief-TnsH™ . t i iV ausen,ce m t77I, Anthonyand tw0 of tS^Kn^nd^fa^'wffr^r'

LalwtrSllif &ClaimS fOT “~i’om 5onwS?
culpable todG te Z ,^Vera0rtth^ with
ferers, cruelly affected hv +l;c i ' ,• , great band of suf-"h? -ike.myygroSheyr %d

Om4ea ThM.|^LhelJamme'Éd0 P are||m™tione'1 by Sabine, save
f- E^,anJdteP 7?9a™6 “d Wil"

Lhe little that I know of these things wafgVeLed from talk

DILKE, LONDON, ENGLAND.
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tion of the last work, had necessarily been brought into contact 
with the two Fairfax families whose vast property lay between 
Potomac and the Rappahannock in that State. They were repre­
sented by Thomas, the sixth baron, who, leaving his English 
estates, had settled in Virginia and was then living at Greenway 
Court, and by the sons of nis cousin (Colonel William Fairfax) 
George William Fairfax of Belvoir, and Bryan or Brian Fair­
fax of 1 owleston Hall, both intimate friends of George Wash­
ington. I he acquaintance with them, which my grandfather’s 
work in the survey of Virginia procured him, seems not to have 
been without a certain influence on his later fortunes.
Jfhere is evidence of disturbed feeling in Georgia as early as 

1771, when Habersham showed his anxiety, during Sir James 
XVright’s absence, as to the pressure exercised from South Caro­
lina, by writing that “ the fiery patriots in Charleston have 
stopped all dealings with us.”* The Whig propaganda then beg 

steadily pressed, and though Georgia sent no representatives 
to the Congress of 1774, Sir «James Wright, in a letter written 
by him to Lord Dartmouth in December of that year, says, “ Since 
the Carolina deputies have returned from the Continental Con­
gress, as they call it, every means have been used to raise a 
flame again in this province.”

As Crown officials my grandfather and great-uncle found them­
selves early marked out for hostility from the “ Whigs.” They 
were, as in duty bound, open and avowed Loyalists, and suffered 
greatly in consequence. My grandfather, whose loyalty involved, 
at the least, a very heavy loss of fortune, when the result of the 
struggle was no longer doubtful, abandoned the country and 
found his way to England. He was then married and had sev­
eral children ; indeed it is by the entry of the christening of his 
daughter Sophia, in the register of the parish church of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, for the year 1786, that we are able to 
fix with certainty on his presence and that of his family in Lon­
don, where the various classes of refugees, many of whom had 
left America in the early days of the war, formed a numerous 
body which swelled to formidable proportions by the emigra­
tion which followed on the capitulation of Lord Cornwallis. 
My father told me that my grandfather, though speaking with 

amuel Strong held" the most bitter hatred of the “Whigs” and showing a 
,o the Crown under certain reluctance to dwell on his personal experiences, never
illand. He was not complained of having endured any maltreatment at their
large property at hands, but as to his uncle Thomas, he added that “ the mere

ther’said, a portion mention of America was enough to rouse the old man to fury.”
ry of his connection This was explained by the fact that he had suffered not only
i of a point on the in fortune but had been subjected to much personal indignity, 
tance of his brother He was, justly, suspected of the authorship of a pamphlet or 

of South Car- g------------------------------—----------------------------- --------------------------- -
*For this and following quotation see Sabine, p. 340 and p. 726.
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pamphlets written on the government side, and he could not escape 
the consequences of the special enmity which he had thus pro­
voked. home of them,” said my grandfather, “caught him 
towards the last and they tarred and feathered him. He was 
ucky to get off with his skin.” My impression is that these 

occurrences, which were alluded to with a certain air of mystery 
and horror, did not take place in Georgia, but in the neighbor­
hood of Charleston. That is, however, only a vague impression, 
the words, which I recall distinctly, were varied sometimes by _ 
added detail as “ tarred and feathered and ridden on a rail ” I 
tlo not think any one was proud of the circumstance. It was 
resented as a personal disgrace.

The law of Georgia, passed towards the end of the struggle 
declared certain persons, as for instance, Sir James Wright to 
have been guilty of treason against the State and their property 
to be forfeited for their offences. The Loyalists were, as I have 
said left to their fate, for although in 1799 the loyal inhabitants 
had been required by proclamation to return to their settlements, 
when orders came in 1782 to deliver the country up to the rebels, 
this was done without any stipulation in their favor Thirty 
years were, however, allowed after 1783 for the taking up of 
royal grants, but there 1
as a rule, to “ Tory ” owners.
of the sufferings of these unfortunate people in the* Southern 
ôtâtes, but I am inclined to think, from my father’s repetition 
of my grandfather’s talk, that they must have been, at anv rate 
in individual cases, as severe as anything that overtook the 
Loyalists of the north. Samuel Strong, for one, steadily refused 
to return to America, in spite of urgent appeals from others, and 
thougli he often lamented the loss which he thereby incurred of 
a great fortune.

His situation as a refugee seems, however, to have been marked 
by exceptional features, which on a far larger scale, are repeated 
in the history of the famous family of Fairfax. As far as we 

gather, though for a moment Samuel Strong may have 
been in some straits, he was never in the absolutely 
destitute condition of many of his fellow-sufferers. His means, 
it curtailed were never insufficient, and he was, we now know, 
actually allowed to return and dispose of a large portion of his 
property at Augusta, where he owned a large plantation and 
many slaves. In the eighties, his step-children, Hester, Sarah 

harle Hartridge went out to Savannah and there, in 
179J, they were joined by their half-sister, my aunt Nancy 
otrong To her, on her marriage with an Englishman, Thomas 
Barrett, my grandfather gave his property at Augusta. My 
cousin, Colonel Barrett, a well-known veteran of the Confed­
erate army, writes, “ The Strongs must have been people of 
means, for the Barrett’s present home and the lot on which Aunt
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Francis * home stands was given to grandmother by lier father 
along with a great many negroes.”

It is here that I conjecture that the acquaintance with the 
Fairfax^ family, and especially with the branch represented by 
Brian Fairfax, of Loweston, whose half-sister, Anne, was the wife 
of Washington’s eldest brother, may perhaps explain the pecu­
liarly favorable treatment accorded to my grandfather. Brian 
was actually in London at the date at which it was decided to 
send Nancy Strong to Savannah. He was pressing his claims 
for compensation as a Loyalist, as well as his title to°the Fairfax 
Barony and it is a most curious fact that in reckoning up, in a 
letter to the Earl of Buchan, the means at his disposal for prov- 
ing his case, he says, “ 1 hese, with General Washington’s second 
testimony of introduction, will be sufficient to establish my claim 
without a doubt. In the same letter, after speaking of the share 

,hf Virginian property bequeathed to him by Thomas, Lord 
air fax, in 1782, Brian hairfax adds that he “had before given 

me one of his small manors, joining to the estate my father left 
me, consisting of twelve acres, it being nearly equal to what he 
had given to his two younger nephews.”f The small size of the 
little property referred to renders it impossible that the writer 

have been alluding to the American estate which was 
reckoned by millions of acres, and it is a curious coincidence 
that just before Brian, having secured his ends, returned to Vir­
ginia, my grandfather went to live on a small property near 
Leeds Castle in Kent, which was a part of the English estates 
given by Lord lairfax to his brother Robert, where—unless, in­
deed, his wife belonged to the place—he had previously 
nection or interest.

can

no con-

There, my father spent his early days and his holidavs till he 
left Addiscombe to join his regiment (3rd Madras N. T.) in India, 
as a cadet in 1800. From India he did not return till 1825-6, 
only six years before his father’s death, a fact which accounts 
for the imperfect state of much of our record. His elder brother, 
Thomas (born 1783) entered the Royal Navy in 1806, became 
Commander in 1830 and disappears from the Navy List in 1835, 
his ship having, it was reported, been lost at sea, or the crew 
mutinied. Like most of the refugees, whose piteous longing for 
their lost homes is touchingly worded in Curwen’s Diary, the fam­
ily seem to have clung to their old associates and associations. 
Sabina, the third daughter, became the wife of a man, who, as he 
was spoken of as “ William Sheppenon of Charleston ” was prob 
ably a fellow refugee. The elder girl, Sarah, married a brother of 
Judge Raincock, a relation of the sometime governor of Pennsyl-

„ Pe lett®r.F in my signature stands for this name, which is not the femin­
ine Frances" but a family

t See “ The Fairfax Correspondence.” London, 1848.
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After the death of Nancy Strong Barrett in 1853, communica­
tion between the two branches of the family slackened and 
finally ceased with the outbreak of the Civil War, but last year, 
exactly one hundred years since Nancy left England on her way 
to the old home in Georgia, I went, by appointment to meet one 
of her great-grandchildren, my cousin Savannah Barrett Butt, 
at the Cecil. The great-grandchild of the “ Whig general and 
the grandchild of the “ Tory ” refugee joine hands with an in­
stant Hash of recognition. “ Cousin Emilia, said she, blood is 
thicker than water, and we both hate Yanks. I would not 
quote these words, if I could suppose that anyone would take 
them more seriously than they were meant, but I quote them 
because they have a curious significance m relation to past 
history and seem to sum up vicissitudes of feeling which, once 
profoundly bitter, are softening so rapidly that they can be 
treated almost as a joke. Professor Max Miiller, trying to make 
his little son declare himself a German, was met by the apt re­
tort “ What does I speak ?” The tie of common speech seems 
stronger even than the bond of blood, and we may now hope in 
the light of later days for the final triumph of this tie.

In conclusion, I will only add that the refugee descendants of 
Samuel Strong are now represented in England by my brother, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Strong, and by his three sons of whom the 
eldest, Harry Strong is now taking out troops to the Cape in 
the Union liner Gaika, of which he is Master, the second is in 
Kimberley, whilst the third, in charge ot the Medical Staff 
Corps of the South Rhodesian Volunteers, is on his way, with 
Colonel Houldsworth, to Mafeking.

vania, shortly before her sister Nancy left England (1798) for 
Georgia. There, in the old settlement, mong the pine woods at 
Augusta, she kept up a constant »
especially with her favorite sister, Sarah Raincock, and with the 
brother, my father, whom she last saw as a little child ot five. 
Like her half-brother, John Earle Hartndge, her husband, 
Thomas Barrett, became thoroughly American in feeling amt 
their only son, Thomas Samuel, having married a daughter ot the 
“rebel” General Glascock, their descendants are amongst the 
best-known members of the “ Colonial Dames -a society w nc 
admits to its ranks only those who can trace their descent trom 

officer serving on the American side in the Revolutionary 
War. The devotion to lost political causes, which seems to have 
shown itself again and again in her ancestors, has not tailed in 
the descendants of Nancy Strong. Two ot her grandchildren a 
Law and a Carter, lost their lives in the war ot North and South. 
Colonel Barrett, the head of the family, served in the Confederate
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Sketch of the Teeple Family, 1762—1899.
BY MR. W. B. WATERBURY, ST. THOMAS.

Captain Peter Teeple was born near Trenton, New Jersey, 
July 14th, 1702. Bordentown is believed to be his birthplace.

His parents came from Holland and settled in New Jersey. He 
the youngest son of a well-to-do and fairly numerous family. 

He had at least three brothers, John, James and George, all of 
whom were in the Continental Army under George Washington 
in the WTar of Independence which raged from 17 70 to 1783. 
About the year 1779 Peter was still living at the old home, and 

then in his eighteenth year. Being possessed of a very 
handsome horse, he kept it carefully hidden from view of the 
contending armies, rightly fearing it might be confiscated for 
purposes. One day, however, whilst leading it to water, he 
surprised by the rebel cavalry, and forced to give it up. He 
afterwards stated that, being at that time unable to speak 
English, (his family, as stated before, being Hollanders) he 
taken at a great disadvantage. The occurrence so angered the 
boy, who prided himself on the possession of so handsome a 
horse, that he immediately tied up a bundle of clothing and 
started on foot for New York, then occupied by the British, 
which he reached safely, and there joined the British cavalry. 
Having a good education and being naturally bright and intelli­
gent, he soon acquired a fluent use of the English language ; and 
being of tall and commanding presence, and a good soldier, he 
rapidly rose to the rank of Captain, and was placed in command 
of a troop of cavalry, of the “ New Jersey Volunteers.”

He took part in several notable engagements, and many times 
had an opportunity to forage for supplies for his troop among 
the supporters of the rebel army which had deprived him of his 
beloved steed. On one occasion while he was scouting in Virginia, 
a bullet from the rifle of an American sharp-shooter killed the 
charger upon which he was mounted. At the close of the war 
in 1783. Capt. Teeple’s cavalry troop was disbanded at Halifax ; 
and, owing to his fine physique, being six feet four inches in 
height, he was offered great inducements to proceed with the 
British army to England and accept a commission in His 
Majesty’s Life Guards. He declined the offer and later expressed 
misgivings as to the wisdom of his choice. He then left Hali­
fax, proceeding with a large number of other disbanded soldiers 
and many refugees to New Brunswick, where Loyalist settle­
ments had been established at St. John, and at a place called 
Waterborough, situated on Grand Lake about 60 miles up the 
River St. John. From being a captain of horse, he now became
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captain of a trading vessel plying between St. John and New 
York.

At St. John he met, and married, in 1785, Lydia Mabee, one of 
the five daughters ofFrederick Mabee, a prominentQuaker refugee 
fiom New York,whosefather,Simon,a Hollander.and his mother, 
Marie Landrine, a French lady, had settled nearSing Sing, in the 
State of New York. Frederick Mabee was a United Empire 
Loyalist, whose home had, at the British evacuation of New York, 
been confiscated, and himself and family subjected to indignity by 
many of his formerly kind neighbors, because he declined to 
swear allegiance to the rebel colonies, holding, as he no doubt 
conscientiously did, that the grievances of the colonists should 
be settled by constitutional means rather than by the sword.

Having heard of the wonderful fertility and natural advan­
tages of the Long Point, or, as it was first called, the Turkey 
1 oint, country in Upper Canada from his cousin Peter Secord, a 
U. E. Loyalist who had accompanied him to St. John from 
New X ork , and. who, being an old hunter, had already penetrat­
ed the wilds of Upper Canada with one George Ramsay, an 
Englishman, on a hunting and exploring trip ; he resolved to 
form a small colonization party to open a permanent settlement 
at Turkey Point. Gathering many of his relatives together in­
cluding his son-in-law, Capt. Teeple, the " Mabee party,” as they 
were afterwards called, set out in the fall of 1792, but they 
wintered at Quebec, and did not reach Turkey Point until 
time in 1793.

They brought some household goods, drove several 
rode horses, and employed an Indian guide to pilot the way 
through the wilderness. The men drove the animals along the 
shore, the women came in the boats, going ashore at night to 
camp. During the journey through the wilds they sustained 
themselves largely on cornmeal. and milk from the cows. The 
party consisted of Frederick Mabee and wife Lavinia, (nee Pel- 
lum or Pelham) ; Oliver Mabee, their eldest son, aged about 
nineteen; Si.mon, aged seventeen; Pellum, the youngest son, 
aged about five years; three single daughters, Polly, Betsy and 
Sally : and two married daughters, Nancy with her husband, 
John Stone, and Lydia, with her husband, Capt. Peter Teeple 
and their three children. His cousin, Peter Secord, and Thomas 
Walsh, also came with the “ Mabee party.”

Frederick Mabee at

some

cows,

once erected the first log cabin built 
at the new settlement, at the foot of the hill overlooking 
Turkey Point. Their corn was pounded in the stump of a wal­
nut tree, the pestle being attached to a “ sweep ” like the “ Old 
Oaken Bucket.”

One year after the arrival of the party he died of apoplexy, 
and was buried in a hollowed-out walnut log coffin. He 
the first white man buried in the
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boulder marks his tomb near Turkey Point. His widow subse­
quently married Lieut. Wm. B. Hilton, a New York Loyalist of 
the “ Kings American Dragoons,” but he died three years after 
the marriage. Large numbers of other Loyalists poured into the 
settlement shortly after, but the “ Mabee party ” came in ad­
vance of the rest, and became “ squatters ” until the lands were 
apportioned by the Crown to all the Loyalists. Polly and Sallv 
Mabee, two daughters who came to Turkey Point single, married 
respectively Capt. David Secord, and Silas Montross, U. E. 
Loyalists. The former was a miller at Niagara ; the latter lived 
at Turkey Point. The Mabee, Teeple, Secord, Montross and 
btone families became prominent factors in the early days of the 
settlement, and now their descendants are very widely scattered.
• i u i *ian a hundred years have come and gone since Freder- 
*1 sons and son-in-law made the acquaintance of
the wild, painted and befeathered savages of the north shore of 
Lake Erie ; and where they were surprised and startled by the 
bedlam of discordant sounds, which daily rent the air, from the 
throats of the myriads of wild turkeys, geese and ducks as these 
sturdy pioneers staked out their new homes at Turkey Point 
lo-day their great-grandsons are found in the ranks o busy 
men, scattered all over the American continent, and their great- 
great-grandchildren occupy seats in nearly every schoolhouse in 
the land, in tact, these descendants have become so numerous 
and so widely dispersed that they meet as strangers, never 
dreaming that the old pioneer mother who pounded corn in the 
hollow ot a walnut stump on Turkey Point more than a hundred 
years ago, was their common maternal ancestor.

Capt. Peter Teeple and his brothers-in-law, Capt. David Secord 
and John Stone were the first young married men that settled in 
Lharlotteville, as Turkey Point afterwards came to be officially 
named, and when the settlement was surveyed Peter Teeple was 
granted lot 8 in the broken front, near Forestville. His wife 
Lydia also was granted 106f acres by the Crown, being part of 
lot 9, lake front, Charlotteville. Near by still stands to-day an 
old tree known as the “ Aunt Lydia apple-tree,” which yet bears 
fruit- . It was the favorite apple of Lydia Teeple. There are 
trees in this orchard one hundred years old ; and near the old 
house is still standing a walnut tree which must be very ancient 
indeed ; it measures nearly twelve feet in circumference and 
tour teet in diameter. It is an interesting relic in itself with its 
immense spread of branches.

Peter Teeple,, , , - , , of the first justices appointed, having
that honour conferred upon him by virtue of the first general 
commission of the peace for the newly-organised “ District of 
London dated at York, now City of Toronto, January 1st, 1800. 
He was also one of the original three appointed at the same time 
to act as Commissioners lor administering oaths prescribed by

was one

31

T

New

me of 
t’ugee 
»ther, 
n the 
«pire 
fork,
;y by
id to 
loubt 
îould
I.
Ivan- 
rkey 
rd, a 
from 
trat- 
y, an 
ed to 
nent 
r in- 
they 
they 
some

iOWS,
way 

’ the 
it to 
,ined 
The 
Pel- 
bout 
son, 
and 
and, 
ieple 
in as

milt
cing
wal-
Old

îxy,
was
irge

»

'
I

i '

&

s,

<

hf
a



In Jam 
and amor 
mittee, w 
Young ani 

A few 
of the Sqi 
came into 
roon, who 
talent for 
and even 
Squire’s s 
the escapi 
trait of h 
and he wt 
fant, on 1 
grandson, 
is happily 
quaint, hi 
the old Sc 
being tha 
far from 
maining \ 
Baptist ce 

He was 
aspect, a 
soldierly t 

His wii 
lived long 
aged 85. 
and spoke 
alone, pac 
self for a i 
mercy !”

Squire 1 
namely, 
Stephen H 
Pellum C; 
Susannah, 
stirring ad 
Rebellion < 
follows :— 

William 
was, like I 
Provincial 
engagemen 
small statu 
“ Capt. Te< 
gets hot, 1

c

32

law to the officers of the Government of Upper Canada. On the 
2nd day of April following, he was sworn into office at the house 
of Lieut. James Munroe at Turkey Point, which house is still 
standing (January, 1899) and is now known as “Fort Munroe.” On 
8th April, 1800, the first session of the first court held in that 
vast new “ District of London ” was convened at Fort Munroe, 
and Squire Teeple was one of the sitting Justices. His position 
then was about equivalent to that of a Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas now, and he came to be regarded as a thorough 
jurist. He left a very large law library, and a complete register 
of the hundreds of civil marriages he performed.

An amusing incident was related by Pellum, hisyoungest son, in 
connection with one marriage ceremony Squire Teeple performed 
about 1825. The law or custom of that place required that where 
no regular license had been procured, the ceremony might be per­
formed at some public cross-roads, at the hour of midnight, the 
contracting parties appearing in their nightclothes, the justice 
and one or two others acting as witnesses. In company with 
his son Pellum, the Squire repaired to the spot, a lonely cross­
road, on a very dark night. Presently two groups approached 
from opposite directions, one with the bride, the other with the 
groom. Upon meeting, the two principals clad in white robes 
stepped forward, and at the hour of twelve, they were duly 
married according to law. Pellum, then a young man of sixteen, 
said it made a lasting and weird impression on his memory.

But few years had elapsed after the Squire, as he was then 
called by virtue of his legal office, settled at Turkey Point, when 
the War of 1812-1815 broke out. He had attained a goodly de­
gree of prosperity, and he and his sons donned their swords to 
defend their newly-made homes. The settlers formed volunteer 
companies ; and in recognition of his previous military rank and 
experience he was chosen a Captain of Militia, being then about 
50 years of age. With his command he met the invading 
American troops at Queenston Heights and Lundy’s Lane. His 
valuable Hour mill was burned during this war by a party of 
American scouts.

Squire Teeple and his wife were two of the constituent mem­
bers of the old pioneer Baptist church organized at Vittoria by 
Elder Titus Finch in 1804 ; and when the acre of land was pur­
chased for .£2.10.0., “ New York Currency,” from Deacon Oliver 
Mabee in 1807 upon which to erect a “ meeting house," Mr. 
Teeple became one of the first trustees, the other being one 
Lawrence Johnson. The church was a commodious edifice for 
those times, and superseded the old log structure ; and it was 
furnished with a three-sided gallery. The young people who 
used to attend the singing schools in that old meeting house 
have long since passed away, but they were full of rugged piety 
and simple faith.

■H
i

i
Is

e

V 
/ - \

V
 £:•

*
Z<

m
y

/



33

In January, 1851, a new church was built near the same site 
and among the records of the members of the construction com’ 
mittee, we hnd the now locally historic names of Mabee, Teeple 
\oung and Ryerse, sons of the original pioneers
offÆjearS befv°r.his,death in 1847 » pen-and-ink portrait 

the Squire was obtained under peculiar circumstances. There 
came into that community (Centreville, Oxford Co., Ont.) a quad­
roon who had been a slave in the United States, and who had 
talent for drawing," which his mistress allowed him to cultivate 
and even procured for him some instruction in the art. The 
SjIV S°?’ F® T Cartwri”ht TeePle- learning this, brought
trait of Ms flthe 10y}e one da>'- and Sot him to execute a por- 
tia t of his father. It was drawn upon the fly-leaf of a book

nnT S,tt‘Dg with Pellum’s child, Charles, an i
tant on his lap. the original is still in the , an m- 

possession of the
• 1 lves at Marengo, Illinois, and the writeris happily possessed o a photographic copy. The drawino- is 
quaint but well executed, and is said by those who remember 
the old Squire to be a faithful likeness, the only exception taken 
being that the chin is too pointed. He continued to Zde 
far from Long Point (Centreville, Oxford Co.) during the re-

0t h,S lu - antf Was final,y laid to r^t in the old 
Baptist cemetery near there, by his son Pellum

He was methodical, dignified in bearing of 
aspect a strong advocate of temperance, and 
soldierly to the last.

His wife Lydia was a very worthy woman, and they both
aJed 85 *1fi! ^'w/Vi*45 u the age °f 75> and he l847, 
aged 85. It is related of her that whenever she lost her temper
and spoke sharply to anyone, she would soon after be found

l t JV Wlth clasPed hands murmuring to her- 
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have

not

a commanding 
was erect and

self for a 
mercy !”

Squire Teeple had thirteen children, of whom nine were sons 
namely, Villi airi Bullard, Luke, Edward Manning, Frederick 
Stephen Henry, Oliver Mabee, Lemuel Covel, Simon Peter Âml 
Pellum Cartwnght ; and fou - daughters, namely, Lou’vina 
Susannah Mary ' '-d Phebe. Some of these children met with

R bêîifon oVfemr;8 Arfmg ?! Y" !f 1812-15,and the CanaSn follows”- f eW 8 °f these Win bfc given here a«

Provincial Militia at the Battle It tt ktte°r
SIHutT* he,had’ a?,an orderly, a French Canadian of rather 
small stature who used to say to his towering commanding officer

are a very big man, and when the fighting 
going to get behind you." In actual warfare
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however, the °$
the scarlet unifor/wom by CaptW.h. J^m^eng^ 

ment made up m he form «££% ^ write= one of his
On the 4th January, 1818, he was married to

and Sarah. Of thjwe^ descent the 22nd of June, 1852,

K
that he was n

the period, 
grandsons. 
Jemima Leek at

*

of these annals. p i ppter Teeple, born 12th
hJ'^or^dtoSe the 

fore the War of 1812 bro » . pr:s uncie had a mail

Oue by --‘heyweaheued
until only fitteen remained, Lk ^ Ubepated> and the uncle
At the close of th ^ T nke a present in token of
although a patriotic America > o When he returned to
admiration of hisJ?lu° Jno£ December, 1816, married Nancy, 
Canada he, on t - Finch, already referred to, and

New J“fyj!KlrkTd wtadowU and Sut, in front of 
house still stands, daiK «nmnanion to the weather-
^ten^mMsyTiraratoues which mark the back-ground.
Onthe flat opposite8 this house he built a tannery wh.ch was

operated by his songo^Alelander 1 Jerome, Albert Gallatin,

t^Lulîy crushed to death in 1867 while cxc.vat.ng a large 

boulder on his property.

*
)

<:n h,
on

r

K

/

r

*



U

35

Pel himEFpfEBBEEERebellion of 1837 or ‘‘The Patriot War,” as it was then often 
cal ed. He was the leader of a band of young Canadians opposed 
t j the methods of ruling the country at that time prevailing, 
claiming that those high in authority ignored the statutes passed
L Parl,am1entary representatives of the people and frustrated 

their will and when it was determined to tight, he was chosen a
ebPalT ;,lbUt w nhe flfht to the Un'ted States of the two prin­
cipal leaders, W illiam Lyon Mackenzie and Hon. John Rolpli, all

aZ 7l ”ere comp*,led to
w,Pelluilj- °n attempting to dee, fell in with a party of soldiers 
who made him their prisoner. The story of his capture and 
Si! thus told by his nephew, Luke, son of Simon Peter
head hÆ r Ï- n hlS 0Wn HPS The price set upon his 
head by the Canadian Government was ‘ 3600, dead or alive ’
He was determined to leave Canada, and was then on his way to 

e western frontier line. He was riding a horse and had reached 
b ° ^T!iSeVe? °r e\ht mi,es westerly from London, Ont , on 

nf H R T? fr0m that city along the southern side of the 
i^the Rlver Thames. His brother, Edward Manning Teeple 
lived on this road some two or three miles from London, and he
eampTn H® h0USe' °D turnin" a bend in the road he
came in full view of a sergeant and six men advancing towards
him Hec°uld neither retreat nor conceal himself, so he rode

wfüfnnp0^ and ,nef -then1, The ser£eant halted and plied him with questions ; as his answers were unsatisfactory, he was taken
in charge, faced about and obliged to go with them towards Lon-
P od,lim,ieJ d,S'"ounted hlm- and the sergeant rode his horse. 
Plodding along for some time, darkness overtook them before
orderedanhed ^ They stoPPed at a tavern and the soldiers
ordered a meal, which was at once prepared. They then asked
him to come and eat with them, but he assured them he 
hungry, and they left their arms in the bar-room 
the next room and sat down to eat.
waiter Weîlt- them into the sa,ne room, and asked the 
next to th°r a fd-!inki°f Wate,r- He was on the side of the table
watershedtside door, and as the giH gave him the drink of 
water she Hung this door wide open. In an instant he 
through it and running for the woods, 
their arms, and

was

was not 
and went into

was
The men sprang for 

i „ . j , ,came ashing out, firing after him. He could 
hear the orders given to surround the cluster of tavern buildings
kinine\'*f mZing' but he made ffood his escape into the ad- 
Si., Thret'° was snoxv 0,1 the ground and running was 
d fhcult, „vet for fear of being overtaken, he kept it up^ntü 
almost exhausted. Taking what he supposed tobe a bourse
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between the public road and the river, he at length came upon 
the latter, but he did not know whether above or below his 
starting point. Going down to the water, which was frozen 
over, he followed along until he espied an airhole, into this he 
threw a stick to see which way the water ran, then going down 
the stream he finally came upon a house. By this time he was 
excessively fatigued, and very, very nungry from his long fast. 
He went up and knocked at the door and a man appeared and 
began talking with him. He had no means of ascertaining 
whether this man was a ‘patriot’ or not, so he feigned himself an 
urgent despatch bearer of important official papers which must be 
delivered in London with utmost haste. He said he had given 
out in travelling and insisted upon the man’s acceptance of, and 
conveyance of them to London forthwith, as he was utterly 
unable to go on himself. The man demurred, so, after an earnest 
discussion Pellum said, * Well, if I could rest a few minutes and 
get some food to eat, I might possibly try to go on.’ He then 
heard the man’s wife getting up, and she protested that her 
husband could not go, but said she would get Pellum something 
to eat at once, which she did. While eating he became satisfied 
that they were ‘patriots,’ and revealed his true position. The 

then said they could not keep him there, but that they 
would see that hewas hidden and fed at a neighbor’s over the 
hill. Pellum went with him to the neighbor’s and was concealed 
there for a time. If there was any likelihood of capture one of 
children at the first house was to come over the hill and notify 
him. He was alarmed one day by seeing one of the children 
coming, running over the hill, but it proved to be only a neigh­
borly call. After a few days had passed, and he thought search 
for him had ceased, he worked his way through the woods 
at night up to his brother Edward’s and soon after went in the 

way to the home of his sister Mary, wife of Andrus Davis, 
at Orwell,Ont. Several weeks were spent in this hazardous trip.”

“ Mary and Andrus Davis were known to be staunch loyalists, 
and there is no account of any attempt to search for him at their 
place. There he was supplied with food for a short time, but 
the danger of recapture was so great that he did not remain all 
the time in the house but kept concealed sometimes in the woods. 
Still fearing arrest and execution, as some of his ‘compatriots’ had 
thus suffered, his sister, Mary Davis, nephew James Teeple, and 
sister-in-law, Jemima Teeple, conducted him secretly in the dead 
of winter by sleigh from Orwell to the Niagara frontier, and his 
relative, Rev. Samuel Rose, of Lundy’s Lane, though a political 
opponent of the ‘ patriots,’ espoused his cause for family reasons 
only, and under pretense of being the employer of Pellum sent 
him on a ‘ message,’ to friends in New York State, and at once 
hired a man to row him across at some point below the Falls.”

“ He Pellum, grew very intense when relating this part of the
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narrative and declared that had anyone ordered the boatman 
back to the Canadian shore he would have thrown the man over­
board and made the attempt to reach the American shore alone, 
tiut no difficulty arose ; he was safely landed in New York State 
and waving a parting adieu to his relatives, who sat in their
^nitedlstaf v*” witneSSed his crossin8> he began his career in the

We next hear of Pellum journeying down the Ohio River 
wuth a party intending to go to Texas, but becoming dissatisfied 
with the roistering habits of his companions, he left them and 
struck across the country to a place called Pekin, on the Illinois 
river. From there he eventually went to the city of Rockford 
Ill., where on the 28th of March, 1841, he married Mary A. Clea-

m
ns

i

he
m
as

tost.
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rly His father and mother were now so old they were desirous he 

should come home to Canada and care for them the rest of their 
days ; but although he there expressed sentiments of loyalty, he 
would not do this until a special amnesty was sent him by the 
Canadian Government for his part in the “ Patriot War.” This 
was obtained and forwarded to him, and he journeyed to the old 
home in Oxford County, accompanied by his wife, his son Charles, 
and Luke Teeple, (son of Simon Peter Teeple,) who lived with 
them in a two horse buggy.there being no railroads, and remained 
there till the two old pioneers were laid away in the churchyard. 
Later he returned to Illinois and settled at Marengo, where he 
died on the 12th of December, 1878, and where his son Charles 
above referred to, still resides. Pellum Teeple left six sons, viz.: 
Char es Gleason, Addison Venelle, Levant, Jared, Lester and 
f rank : and four daughters, Elmina, Elvira, Ruth L. and Lydia 
Mary.

Of the other descendants of Frederick Mabee and Peter 
leeple little or nothing of special note is known to the present 
writer, except the dates of their birth and death, and that Oliver 
Mabee Teeple was also a Captain at Lundy’s Lane; but it is 
hoped that the survivors, should they read these lines, will as 
speedily as possible contribute their quota to these annals before 
it is too late ; and above all, that they will prove worthy suc­
cessors of those sturdy “ Pilgrim Fathers of Canada ” who, for 
the sake of what they believed, rightly or wrongly, to be their 
duty, were willing to undertake, not only the perils of war, but 
also the hardships and privations of hewing out for themselves, 
and for their children, in the wild forests of Turkey Point, new 
homes and habitations, dèstined after one hundred years to be­
come an important part of a great and mighty state.
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Birthplace and Antecedents of Major Thomas Merritt, 
United Empire Loyalist.

BY MISS CATHEKINE NINA MERRITT, TORONTO.

The name of Merritt, like most other names, has suffered change 
in its transmission down several centuries. It has been estab­
lished without a doubt, that the name was originally ‘de 
Meriet,” a proof of which is in the fact that a deed of land, 
being a moiety of the manor of Selliudge in Kent, was given, in 
the reign of Edward III, to one John Merrett, who was the son 
of Eleanor de Beauchamp of Hacche, in Somerset, and John de 
Meriet (Hist, of Kent). Elsewhere the same person is mentioned 
as “ John de Meriet,” son of John de Meriet and Eleanor de 
Beauchamp. The first mention of the name is in the reign of 
William the Conqueror, when Eadnoth, a Saxon, was given the 

of Meriet in Somerset, from whence he took his name.
In America, the name is found several times about the middle of 

the seventeenth century, one of these being Thomas Merritt, who 
appears in Rye, Westchester county, in 1673, according to the His­
tory of Rye, by Chas. W. Baird. John Merritt is also mentioned in 
1678 and is supposed to have been a younger brother ; but this 
is of no great consequence to us, as our interest is hereafter 
centred in Thomas, whom I shall distinguish from the four 
Thomases that follow as

Thomas I.—He was born in 1650, where, I cannot sny or conjec­
ture. He does not appear to have been among the first settlers of 
Rye. Thomas (called Seniorin 1698)married,perhaps for his second 
wife, Abigail, youngest daughter of Robert Francis, of Weathers- 
field, Conn. She was born, says Mr. Savage, in 1656. An in­
denture, regarding the disposition of his property after death, 
Oct. 20th, 1688, assigns to his wife the use of his house, etc., 
which is to descend to his eldest son. He lived nearly opposite 
the spot in Rye where the Park Institute now stands. In 1690 
Thomas Merritt was one of eighteen chief proprietors of Rye, and 
evidently a public-spirited member of the little community. In 
February, 1694, Thomas Merritt, Hacaliah Brown, and Deliver­
ance Brown were elected vestrymen, showing that there must 
have been some place of worship, probably for all denominations. 
We may assume that Thome" was a member of the Church of 
England from the term “ vestrymen” being used and also from the 
fact that his son was one of the vestrymen in Grace Church. April 
12th 1694, Thomas Merritt and Hacaliah Brown are authorized to 

the marks of the White Plains purchase, with the Indians. 
These marks were probably on certain trees, as appears to have 
been the mode of denoting a boundary. In January, 1697, Thom-
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Merritt and Deliverance Brown were sent to Hartford with 
petition for the General Court of Connecticut to take the tov 
ot Rye back into its jurisdiction. September 20th, . 
as Merritt and Hacaliah Brown, etc., were chosen a commity 
tor the management an carrying on the worke of building a 
place of worship. He nd John Frost were chosen collectors 
tor the minister s salary. In 1692 “ a parsil of land was granted 
to ihomas Merritt, commonly called the “ Pine Island.”

In October, 1699, Mr. Thomas Merritt and Lieut. John Horton 
were deputies for the town of Rye.

November 17°7, Thomas Merritt. Deliverance Brown, Segn’r, 
and Robert Bloomer, chosen a committee to settle a boundary 
question, between Rye and Greenwich. After this Thomas I 
seems to have taken no more part in town affairs. He was liv-

V? ,d3, and ,et us hoPe thafc he and his two old cronies 
Hacaliah Brown and Deliverance Brown enjoyed a tranquil old 
age. By the way I wonder if the boys and young men of those 
days hailed their omrade as “ Hack,” which they undoubtedly 
would have done in this generation. Thomas Merritt had four 

ose names are chronicled j but how many more, we 
. However, one is enough for our purpose, and he 

was the eldest, whom we snail distinguish as
Thomas II -He was known as Sergeant, and he lived in the 

house left to him by his father. Like him, he was evidently ener­
getic in cl rch matters, for we find him in 1711, May 7th acting 
vestryma together with his Uncle John, under the ministry 
the Rev. Christopher Bridge, a church of England clergyman 
who went from Narragansett to Rye in Jan., 1710, (His. of Rye, 
p. dlU). The officers thus elected, next meet with the justices 
of the peace for the transaction of business,” says the chronicle. 
Until Mr. Bridges time, it seems that the vestrymen and justices 
held session without the minister, but in 1712, July 29, an order 
came from the Government, directing that every orthodox min­
ister be one of the vestry in the parish. (His. of Rye, p. 211 )

Ihomas II. had four known children, the inevitable Thomas 
being the eldest.

Ihomas III. moved to the White Plains ; but sold his farm to 
Monmouth Hart in 1740, and removed to King street, where he 
was living in 1755-68. He married Amy Purdy ''born Nov
msw7,r9ri ï6 d i ngihter °f Capt John Purdy (born May 8th| 
1715) (died Aug. 19th, 1805) and Rebecca Brown. He was the
.. ^.^Pb PurJy. of an old Rye family, and he served with
the British, in the war against the French.

Thomas IV is chiefly interesting as being a Loyalist, and 
the lather ot a, family of Loyalists ; the only member of 
a arge connection who espoused the Royal cause. Before 
following our Loyalists into a new land, we may find some 
interest in more closely inspecting the manners and customs of
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that spot where they were born and bred ; thereby, perhaps, be­
ing able to form some sort of idea regarding the conditions of 
life, which they abandoned for the wilds and wood of Canada.

In 1710, the members of the Church of England were 313, 
Presbyterians 466. There were twenty “heathens, that were ser­
vants of families, many of the Dissenters come sometimes to 
church,” says the chronicle. The inhabitants were 799. In 
1705, by the perseverance of the Rev. Geo. Murison, it was 
agreed to “ build ” a church, when the Hon. Col. Heathcote of­
fered to give “ all the nails, for the shingling of the roof, and for 
the church doors, and making of windows to shutt, with all the 
hooks and hindges thereunto belonging, and liberty was given, 
for to get stone and timber upon any particular man’s land, 
provided you get not within a fence, for the building of a church.” 
Through lack of funds, the church was not completed till 1727. 
This is in all probability the “ place of worship,” which engaged 
the interest of Thomas I. It was afterwards called the “ Parish 
Church of Rye,” (History of Rye, page 309). It was voted and 
agreed by the above justices and vestrymen (Thomas being 
among them) the sum of £55.5.0 to be levied on the Parish— 
That is to say—

For the minister........................
“ Beating the drum..............
“ The Clerk...........................

Charges of Express to Bedford 
Ye Constable for Collecting.. .

.. £50. 0.0 

.. .£1. 0.0 

.. .£1. 0.0 

... £0.10.0 

. . . £2.12.6

£55. 2.6
Rye was probably as fortunate as many other settlements of 

the day in the possibilities of procuring medical aid. “ Mrs. 
Sarah Bates,” a useful and skilful female practitioner of Stam­
ford, was one of several ancient dames, of the town, who prob­
ably, for the first hundred years administered their peculiar 
remedies to the sick and suffering, a sample of which follows in 
a letter, “ Loving friends, my respects to you, I am sorry for 
your present sickness, I am not well enough to come to you up­
on your desire.” * * “ I have sent you a potion of pills, take
as soon as ye messenger returns, in a little honey, and if your 
vomiting still follow you, take about \ a gill of brandy, if you 
can get it, 2 spoonsful of salit oyle, 2 spoonsful of loaf sugar, 
nutmeg, mix it together and drink it, apply mint, with rum or 
brandy to his stomache. This I know hath been found good in 
ye like distemper. Sarah Bates, Stamford, July 30th, 1690.” It 
would be interesting to know whether our Thomas had ever a 
like dose administered to him. The effect we can hardly question. 
The first physician mentioned was in 1724. As to local edu­
cation, there was a certain Ephraim Avery, rector of the Parish
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of Rye, who in 1775 intended opening a school for gentlemen’s 
children, where, after setting forth the various educational ad­
vantages, he says “ Board, washing, lodging and tuition will be 
£22.0.0 per annum, and one guinea extra, one load of wood, will 
likewise be expected, and four pounds of candles for the use of 
the scholars in the winter evenings. Whether this gentleman’s 
plans were ever carried out, is uncertain. There were several 
schools mentioned, early in the last century, one kept by a Mr. 
Harris, of strong Republican feeling, and spoken of as a man of 
violent and cruel temper; inflicting “ truly barbarous ” punish­
ment upon his scholars. It seems that Harvard College was 
the highest class of school in those days, and here was educated 
Thomas V7. Slavery does not seem to have prevailed extensively 
in Rye, from a census in 1712, there were only 18 negroes of all 
ages. The first mention of slavery occurs in the records of 1689, 
when Jacob Pearce, one of the original planters, left among his 
goods and chattels “ a negro woman, called by name Rose, which 
is not inventoried ; because it was proffered to be proved upon 
oath, that her master, Jacob Pearce, did give her her freedom, 
after his wife’s decease." In the same year James Mott sells, 
alienates and makes over to Humphrey Underhill, of Rye “ A 
sartain neger named Jack, aged about 14yeres or tharabouts.”

The people of Rye were taxed one shilling on every chimney, 
and two shillings for every negro or Indian slave. In 1755, the 
number of slaves had increased to 117. Even some of the 
Society of Friends were owners. The early regulations of the 
British Government for its foreign plantations, required, that 
measures be taken whereby “ slaves may be best invited to the 
Christian faith, and be made capable of being baptized therein , 
but a missionary’s report was that very few masters would give 
their slaves sufficient leisure for their religious instruction, the 
Quakers being the most backward in this respect. “ The state 
of the negroes being servitude and bondage, all the week tlx y 
are held to hard work ; but only Sunday excepted, when they 
fish, or steal fowl, or some other way provide for themselves 
Their scattered position, up and down the country, some dis­
tance from the church, (but above all the prejudice of the 
masters, conceiving them to be worse for being taught, and 
apt to rebel,) are almost an invincible bar to their Christian 
instruction.’ As early as 1793, many slaves were given their 
freedom ; but not until 1827 was slavery entirely abolished.

The principal place of interment for the Merritt family was 
on Lyon’s Point, now part of Port Chester, but only recent 

are legible, that of January, 1759, being the oldest of 
those that are distinct, others of the family are buried in King 
Street.

Town matters in 1700 were managed by a supervisor, five 
townsmen or select men, a constable, a town clerk, or recorder,
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two assessors, two listers, two pounders, two fenceviewers, two 
deputies to the General Court, and any number of “ Layers 
out ” of public lands and roads as well as captains, lieutenants, 
ensigns, sergeants of the “ Train Bands there seems to have 
been some official post for nearly every member of the little 
commonwealth. The “ Train Band of Rye ” is mentioned in 
the Colonial Records of 1667. It was the militia of the town, 
such as every settlement in Connecticut was required to main­
tain. It consisted of all male persons, between sixteen and sixty 
years of age, ministers and magistrates only excepted ; not 
fewer than sixty-four, and not more than two hundred, might 
constitute such a company. The arms of the private soldiers 
were pikes, muskets and swords, these they provided, if able, for 
themselves. The muskets had match locks, and firelocks, and to 
each there was a pair of “ bandoliers,” or pouches for powder, 
bullets, and a stick called a “ rest ” for taking aim. The pikes 
were poles, with a spear at the end fourteen feet in length. For 
defensive armour, corselets were worn, and coats quilted with 
cotton. It does not appear that any uniformity was attempted 
in dress. Trainings took place six times a year. These were 
great occasions, and were usually solemnized by prayer. The 
time of meeting was 8 a.m. A heavy fine was imposed for 
absence, unless by special permission. Even ministers, although 
exempt from training, were required “ to be always provided 
with, and have in readiness by them, half a pound of powder, 
two pounds of shot, and two fathom of match.” Persons found 
guilty of cursing and swearing, were fined ten shillings and were 
condemned “ to sit in the stocks two hours the next training 
day.”

In 1772 the first stage coach ran between New York and Bos­
ton. Postal communication from New York and Boston was 
first established in 1072, once a fortnight. In 1755, a weekly 
service began. In 1762, special messengers were sent for several 
newspapers from Boston and New York. When anything was 
stolen, the suspected thief was advertised as well as the articles 
missing, people in those days were evidently not afraid of being 
sued for libel. Such as “ Stolen out of the house of James Wet- 
more, at Rye, on the 16th inst., in the night, by Mary Barrington, 
an Irishwoman, 3 silver watches and sundry other small articles, 
one of the watches is French make and winds up on the dial- 
plate ; the second is an old-fashioned, frosted dial-plate ; the 
other a common china dial-plate. A reward of £5 will be paid, 
etc., by James Wetmore.” Another, July 13th, 1775, “Stolen 
out of the pasture, from the subscriber at Rye, June 21st, a sor­
rel mare about 14 hands high, a natural trotter, marked with a 
ball face, her mane hanging on the near side, 4 years old. Any 
person that will apprehend the thief and mare so that the owner 
can have his mare again, shall be paid the sum of £5.0.0. paid by 
me, William Lyon.”
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In 1689 Rye sent a contingent of men to Albany to fight against 
the French. The Indians in the neighborhood always seem to 
have been friendly, but during and after the outbreak of King 
Philip’s war, no Indian was allowed to approach the towns and 
the first Wednesday of every month was observed by public 
appointment as a day of humiliation and prayer, “ in view of 
these alarms and troubles.” About this time the inhabitants of 
Rye fortified a house for the safety of the town ; but the expect­
ed attack never came. In 1673 when the Dutch came into pos­
session of New York, the Rye people were in constant fear of 
attack from their neighbors and for a year were kept in armed 
suspense till peace was signed with England and the Dutch 
evacuated their American possessions. In 1774 many citizens of 
Rye signed a petition protesting against British taxation. Among 
them were five Merritts, but neither of the Thomases. When 
these men saw their names in print they became alarmed and 
published a sort of apology which drew forth the following 
patriotic appeal :

“ Americana No. 1.—To the knaves and fools in the town of 
Rye, and first the fools. What in the world could have put it in 
your heads that it was better to have your faces blackened and 
be negroes and beasts of burden for people in England than to 
live and die like your forefathers, in a state of freedom ? I 
really could not have believed that there had been so many asses 
in all America as there appears to be in your little paltry town. 
Instead of Rye Town, let it hereafter be called “ Simple Town,” 
it seems you are such geese as not to know when you are op­
pressed and when you are not, etc.,” (His. of Rye, p. 222. )

In December, 1775, it is stated that the Tories of Westchester 
were unceasing in their efforts to furnish supplies for the army 
at Boston, and complaints were made that the friends of liberty 
were few If the Merritts were a fair sample of other families, 
this statement must be incorrect, for Thomas and his children 

the only Loyalists out of a large family connection. Thom­
as IV. must have been an old man when after the evacuation of 
Boston by the British, March 17, 1776, he and his family sought 
refuge in New Brunswick in 1778. After the battle of Lexing­
ton, he was arrested, tried by the Whigs and barely escaped 
death for his opinions. He was the eldest of three orphan 
brothers and a captain of militia. He died in 1821 in New 
Brunswick. He had lived on a farm between Bedford and Long 
Island Sound, called in those days “ Mile End.” Mr. Jedediah 
Merritt saw the house some years ago and brought away a 
photograph of it. Since then it has been destroyed by fire. 
Thomas and his two eldest sons, leaving the rest of the family 
“ their farm, escaped to the loyal parts, where they entered the
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back to Rye, probably to see his wife, and when he was lodging 
opposite her father’s house, he was surprised by a band of Whigs, 
and shot. After this event his father, aud the rest of the family, 
sought refuge in New Brunswick (1783). It is interesting to 
note the acrimony with which Shubael is spoken of in the re­
cords of Rye. They say, he was “ neither cowboy, nor skinner ; 
but he was a man whom everybody feared,” and “ wrould shoot 
a man for the pleasure of it.” They tell two thrilling tales, of 
how he pursued and shot a Frenchman, and an old man at the 
plough, whose son, a little boy at the time, afterwards avenged 
his father’s death ; these tales are not of a very convincing 
nature ; but as I have no authority for contradicting them, we 
let them pass. A Mr. Mead states that Shubael was killed at 
White Plains. Nehemiah Merritt, the father of one of our 
honorary members, was a little boy at the time of the Rebellion, 
being about six years old. He has often told his son the story 
of how two British officers, having breakfasted at his father’s 
house, had just taken their departure, when some Americans 
came up and asked the little fellow which way they had gone ; 
he refused to tell ; so they lifted him up, and held him hanging 
down the well, threatening to let him drop if he did not give 
them the information they required; but he stoutly resisted 
their threats and would not answer. At last they released him, 
and gave up their useless persecution ; the boy, no doubt rejoiced 
over his victory.

Now we come to Thomas V., who was born in 1759. He 
was educated at Harvard College, and served in the Queen’s 
Rangers as a cornet. He is mentioned (June 16th, 1779), 
in the History of Rye. “ A party of Lieut-Col. Emmerick’s 
Dragoons, consisting of a sargeant and twelve privates, under 
command of Lieut. Murison, with Cornet Merritt, took part of 
two rebel pickets at Byrom and Sherrard’s Bridges, and brought 
off eighteen prisoners.” (p. 259)

“ The Queen’s Rangers was a partisan corps, raised originally 
in Connecticut and the vicinity of New York, numbering about 
500 men, all American Loyalists. About 1776 they were com­
manded by one Robert Rogers of New Hampshire,” spoken of 
as “ one of the most odious of all Americans of note,” who had 
enlisted under the Royal Standard. As early as December, 
1776, the inhabitants of Westchester County complained bitterly 
to the convention * * * of their exposure and suffering
from this source. “ They are in continual danger of being made 
prisoners, and having their farms and habitations plundered, by 
Robert Rogers’ party. The suffering inhabitants of Westchester 
County are ravaged without restraint or remorse.” (History of 
Rye, p. 245). When the Rangers were in South Carolina in 
1779 Thomas Merritt married Mary Hamilton, who came out 
from Ireland with her sister, Mrs. Emmett. They lost their first 
child, who was Thomas VI.
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They then went to join the rest of the family in St. John, 
New Brunswick ; but afterwards moved to Upper Canada ; 
where their second son, William Hamilton, was born, whose 
public career is too well known to be dwelt upon in this paper. 
Thomas the VII. died in infancy, and I may mention that 
Thomas the VIII. thrives in St. Catharines, a sturdy youth of 
three years. Let us hope that he may follow in the footsteps of 
his forefathers, a type of staunch and loyal British subjects.
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SLs Nations Indians as United Empire Loyalists.
HT MR. EDWARD MARION CHADWICK, TORONTO.

The United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Ontario has very 
properly fixed narrow limits for its qualifications for member­
ship, confining such membership to those who are actual des­
cendants of the United Empire Loyalist immigrants. It has 
not. I believe, appeared very clear to some people why, when 
such special qualification for membership is required, the Asso­
ciation has thought proper to admit to associate membership the 
whole of the Six Nations of the Grand River and Tyendina^a 
Reserves therefore it may be well to place on record some ex­
planation of the action of the Association in this matter, not 
only in order to show that their course in associating the Six 
Nations with themselves is quite consistent, but also as a mat­
ter ot interest to recall important events in the history of this 
most interesting people at a critical period. It is the object of 
the Association to record, so as to preserve for all time, the facts 
and circumstances of the United Empire Loyalist immigration in­
to Canada, an historical incident altogether unique and without 
parallel in known history. In the same way it is desirable to 
keep in memory the similar immigration of the Six Nations, 
which in fact occurred at the same time and under practically 
the same circumstances. When the American revolutionary 
war broke out, the influence of Sir William Johnson was very 
great with the Six Nations, and although he died at the moment 
ot the breaking out of the revolution, his influence lived after 

îm, not only maintained by his son Sir John Johnson and son- 
in-law Col. Guy Johnson, and the many friends whom he had 
gathered about him, but more especially by the famous warrior 
and chieftain, Joseph Brant (Thayendinegea), to whom, more than 
any other person, was undoubtedly owing the fact that the 
Mohawks, together with the greater number of the other five 
nations, remained steadfastly loyal to the Crown ; and not only 
that, but time and again they took the field to defend the Crown 
against the revolutionists. It would be beyond our present 
purpose to follow in detail the occasions and manner in which 
this service was rendered. But en passant it is impossible to 
pass over this period without referring to the so-called massacre 
ot Wyoming, because that is the principal one of several oc­
casions in which Americans, as probably all historians now ao-ree, 
grossly and shamefully misrepresented the actions of the°Six 
Nations, which was done for the purpose of such misrepresenta­
tions being circulated through the courts of Europe with the 
object of discrediting the King of England and his officers, both
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<îivil and military. The massacre of Wyoming as it has been 
represented in history never in fact occurred. The story which 
has been related under that name is in reality founded upon 
another incident, widely different both in character and in de­
gree. It is no doubt the fact that the war was waged on both 
sides with a spirit of bitterness which led to acts and reprisals 
which modern opinion and the customs of modern warfare dis­
approve, but which in those times were regarded as little more 
than ordinary incidents of war. Although at that time the Six 
Nations had made a very considerable advance in the direction 
of civilization, having of themselves made such advance far be­
yond that of any other Indian people, nevertheless their pro­
gress and civilization had not been such as to entirely obliterate 
the customs and notions of war which had prevailed for long 
centuries, and which still in the fullest degree prevailed with all 
the surrounding Indian nations. It was natural therefore to 
expect that the Indians would, without any sense of impropriety, 
commit what we would now consider as excesses, in dealing' with 
an enemy, more especially when white men did the same as fre­
quently happened.

In the year 1779 the United States Congress passed 
lution directing the Commander-in-Chief of their 
(Washington) to take the most effectual
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a reso- 
Army

the inhabitants ” of the frontiers and “ chastising the Indians 
tor their continued depredations,” as it was expressed, and it 
was thereupon determined to put this resolve in execution by 
carrying the war into the more populous country of the Six 
Nations, to cut off their settlements, destroy their crops and 
inflict upon them every other mischief which time and circum- 
tances would permit (Stone’s Life of Brant). The populous 

country indicated may be in a general way described as the 
Mohawk and Genesee Valleys. These districts were undoubted­
ly largely composed of forests, but not altogether so, because as 
we learn from an official letter or report from Col. Gansevoort 
to General Sullivan, the Indians, or at least those against whom 
Gansevoort was employed to operate, “ lived much better than 
most of the Mohawk River farmers ; their houses were very 
well furnished with all necessary household utensils ; »reat 
plenty of corn, several horses, cows, and waggons.” From other 
sources of information it appears that they had several towns 
and many large villages, laid out with a considerable decree of 
regularity. They had framed houses, seme of them well 
finished having chimneys, and being painted. Stone’s Life of 
Brant describes them as having acquired some of the arts and 
enjoymg many of the comforts of civilized life, and possessing 
cultivated fields ahd orchards of great productiveness He 
mentions their having abundance of apples, besides pears and 
peaches, and a great variety of vegetables. The army which was
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to destroy them was prepared with great deliberation and com­
pleteness, and was about 8CJ0 strong, including a strong force 
of artillery. It was commanded by General Sullivan. To meet 
this attack the Six Nations were only able to muster a force es­
timated by General Sullivan at 1500 including 200 whites, but 
which is otherwise, and with much more probability, stated to 
have consisted, whites and Indians together, of a total of 800 ; 
in either case quite inadequate to make any effective stand 
against the overwhelming force brought against them, and ac­
companied by artillery, of which the defenders had none. Not­
withstanding the disparity of numbers, they made a courageous 
and stubborn, but hopeless, resistance. The result was that the 
Indians, men, women, and children, were driven step by step 
and day by day through their country in the direction 
of Niagara. The nature of the proceedings of the American 
army, may be learned from such incidents as the following. 
On the 2nd of September they encamped at Catharine’s 
town, an Indian village named after a celebrated Indian 
woman, Catharine Monture, (who is said to have been 
slain by Sullivan’s men). This place was entirely destroyed on 
the following day, together with corn fields and orchards. The 
houses, thirty in number, were burnt. It is said that some offi­
cers of rank in the American army protested against the wanton 
destruction of fruit trees as discreditable to American soldiers, 
but in vain. Sullivan is reported to have said, “ The Indians 
shall see that there is malice enough in our hearts to destroy 
everything that contributes to their support.” On the 4th the 
army destroyed a small scattered settlement of eight houses. 
Two days after they reached the more considerable town of 
Kendaia, containing about twenty houses neatly built and well 
finished. These were reduced to ashes, and the army spent 
nearly a day in destroying the fields of com and fruit trees. 
Of these there were great abundance and many of them appear­
ed to be very ancient. Thus was begun the campaign, which 
was prosecuted in the same style and (quoting again from 
Stone) “ the whole country was swept as with the besom of 
destruction ; ” “ the axe and the torch soon transformed the 
whole of that beautiful region from the character of a garden 
to a scene of dreary and sickening desolation.” There is no 
need for us to follow the whole course of the army ; it was 
simply a repetition from day to day of what we have already 
mentioned. Forty Indian towns, the largest containing 128 
houses, were destroyed ; corn gathered and ungathered to the 
amount of 160,000 bushels shared the same fate; the fruit 
trees were cut down ; and the Indians were hunted like wild 
beasts until neither bouse nor fruit tree nor field of corn nor in­
habitant remained in the whole country. So numerous were the 
fruit trees that in one orchard 1,500 were cut down. All this is 
founded on General Sullivan’s official report.
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Sketch of the Bruce Family.
BY MRS. CHARLOTTE BRUCE CAREY, TORONTO.

Alexander Bruce, a soldier of fortune, left Scotland about 1745, 
and settled in New York, marrying Margaret, daughter of Cor­
nelius O’Sullivan When the rebellion broke out, he, along with 
his eldest son, William, joined the King’s Royal Regiment. After 
the war, and when the troops were disbanded, they came to Can­
ada in 1784, and settled in Cornwall, which, as is well-known, is 
the earliest settled town in what is now Ontario. There still 
stands on lot 14, on the south side of First Street, Cornwall, the 
remains of the first frame house erected in that town, which was 
owned by Alexander Bruce. He must have died shortly after 
coming to Canada, as the deeds of land granted were drawn in 
the names of his widow, his two sons and his two daughters.

The Bruces do not seem to have suffered the reverses of for­
tune experienced by most of the Loyalists. There are in the arch­
ives, records of money lent by the widow of Alexander Bruce to 
James Chewett, afterwards Surveyor-General of Upper Canada.
I have in my possession, as have other members of the family, 
several pieces of china and furniture owned by her. She 
woman of great energy and ability, and although left a widow 
in those times of trouble and hardship, she managed her affairs 
so well that she not only kept her family in comfort, but she 

able to render assistance to many of her less fortunate com­
patriots. Many anecdotes are told of her indomitable, some 
might say, overbearing will.

Of the two daughters of Alexander and Margaret Bruce, the 
elder, Margaret, married Donald McAuley, a prominent lumber 
merchant, and a captain in the Stormont militia. I have the 
portraits of Margaret Bruce and her husband, Donald McAuley, 
painted about the year 1800. Their eldest daughter married 
Alexander Macdonell, (Greenfield), Sheriff for the county of Pres­
cott, and a member of the North-West Fur Company. There 
were also two sons, Dr. James McAuley and Wellington McAuley, 
barrister-at-law, both of whom died when comparatively young, 
that branch of the family thereby becoming extinct.

Sarah Bruce, second daughter of Alexander and Margaret 
Bruce, married Mr. Van Koughnet, uncle of Col. Philip Van 
Koughnet She had three daughters, Ann, Eve and Margaret. 
The "eldest, Ann, married Solomon Chesley ; Eve married David 
Chesley, his brother, and Margaret died unmarried.

This Solomon Chesley, whenquiteayoungboy, spent a great deal 
of his timeacross the river from Cornwall atthelndian village of St. 
Regis, Indians then, as now, possessing characteristics fascinating 
to the small boy. Not only the habits but also the language of
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have touted him, for at the time of the 
War ot 181-, when an ofhcer asked for an interpreter tn fh» 
ndtans, Solomon Chesley, then about sixteen years of a<re was 

the oniy one who was able to act in that capacity. He a”cted 
interpreter during the war; afterwards he was appointed Indian 

JJe «Presented Cornwall in Parliament fromthe year

In the spring of 1/84 John Alguire, the father came to Can- 
ada^ accompanied by his wife and younger children and =phi0 i 
m Cornwall. His daughter Mary married William, the elder 

Alexander Bruce. They had eleven children.
m ”der ®nd_Puncan. the two eldest sons, were associated 

with their uncle Donald McAuley, in the lumber business Dr 
ilham Bruce, lieutenant in the first Stormont militia represent- 

ed Stormont in parliament during the years 1834—37 ^ He is
ïïtBÏL?. %Jhadge PrinBle'r, • ™*-y '« tb= £LkwV»
as follows. The names of the Hon. Philip Van Rouquet the 

on. rchibald McLean, Donald Æneas McDnnell° William

%u£-n 1 insert hcre tt m,,y °f *iJter

« M„ n r> T . “Toronto, March 17th, 1836
mustIysav tbBtr0Wnfeh"rI reCe!?ld your letter this morning and I 
must say that nothing could have been more apropos The
Executive Council resigned on Saturday last, because His Excel-
ency would not be advised by them. The whole six resigned

Tories and Radicals, and we “struck ”as Paddy says and will do
iZrSS;#haV? responsible Executive Council.
reÆt ,vtotmt^0r”l"0 b“SmeSS ”S d0nC ”

ivaueroay tn speaker took the chair, and we have appointed*^ 
committee to take into consideration the Governor’s reply to our 
address. We have arrived at a period that wi Uver be reinem 
bered m Upper Canada. We are determined to ask for and 
likewise determined to insist on what you say we must have 
that is, a responsible Executive Council. This^House must have
We IrHt thkr mUSt !” dis?°lved>or we wil1 dissolve ourselves.
We are at this moment passing an address to disapprove of the
present Council, which I think will pass with a lame majority
oniefUt Wk 1Day’ 36> d d,ay,l0ng t0 be rememberedgin the CoL 
omes. We have expected dissolution for the last three days
You wdl be in suspense till you hear from me again. I wdl 
write you again to-morrow. g Bruce
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“ P. S.—Your friend, Park, is speaking now and a very good 
speaker he is.

Sarah Bruce, my mother, second daughter of William Bruce, 
married William Browne, land surveyor, a graduate of Dublin 
University, and Captain in the second Stormont militia, whose 
house was for years a haven for any Irishman coming to Cana­
da without money or friends. The names of Dr. Bruce and 
Captain Browne do not appear in any of the engagements of ’87 
or ’38, as they both died a few months previous to the outbreak.

Margaret, the eldest daughter of William and Mary Bruce, 
died unmarried. When she was about twelve years of age one 
of her American uncles, Alguire, paid a visit to Cornwall, with 
the object of adopting one of his sister’s children, his own fami­
ly all having married and left home. Of the five children then 
living, he chose Margaret, and although he offered every 
inducement, he returned to the United States alone. The fourth 
son of Alexander and Mary Bruce, John Strachan, godson of 
Bishop Strachan, was a land-surveyor, and held a commission 
in the Stormont militia. His widow is a descendant of a U.E. 
L. family named Wagner. She lives in Cornwall, with one 
widowed and one unmarried daughter still ; the only Bruces left 
in the original place of settlement. His only son, Duncan, had 
lived for some years in the West. His youngest daughter, 
Amelia, is the wife of Dr. MacCallum, Professor in Toronto Uni­
versity. George, fifth son, was also a land-surveyor He lived 
for some years in Kingston, and was in early life a close friend 
of the late Sir John A. Macdonald. His eldest son, George, died 
fighting for the cause of the North in the American Civil War. 
The younger son is a clergyman in the Western States. Char­
lotte, the eighth child of William Bruce, married John Browne, a 
son of my father, by his first wife. Eventually, John 
Browne and his family went to the United States, and be­
came American citizens. Cecilia, ninth child of William Bruce, 
married Isaac Read, of the Reads of Augusta, County of Leeds, U. 
E. Loyalists. An account of this family is given in Leavitt’s 
History of Leeds and Grenville. Cecilia was born on the same 
day as Queen Victoria, 24th of May 1819, and died in the sum­
mer of 1899. Her eldest daughter married Henry J. Arnold, a 
descendant of Benedict Arnold. Robert, the youngest son of 
William and Mary Bruce, was drowned in the St. Lawrence 
River, west of Cornwall ; and Mary, the youngest daughter, died 
in childhood.

The Alguires were a prolific race, and since I have been look­
ing over the records, I find that my Alguire ancestor was 
accompanied to Cornwall by two brothers, who settled further 
west. One of their descendants, Dr. Alguire, is the present 
Mayor of Cornwall.

The Bruce Arms :—Or, a saltire and chief gu., on a canton arg. 
a lion rampant az. Crest, a lion passant az. Motto, Fuimus.
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On both banks of the Rhine where it is joined by the Neckar
the8 \Iirddle AtriCfcfabrtL3,50° SqUare mile8 in exte“fc- that ^om 
t e ‘'pi A?eS Î 16 veglnn"1» of this century was known as
canitfl tre-oaikd Wh°Sf Pe°ple Were called Palatines. Its 
capital was Heidelburg, and within its borders were the cities of
history06’ P‘reS> Mannheim and Worms- ad names famous in

andVvnted a%th- °f Eur0pe Was’ near to Wittenburg
and Geneva, its 1 habitants soon embraced the Reformed faith
Some became follower, of Calvin, ami ,„me of Lather The
an” butTnïfiOO p, Palati“a‘e for '"«ny years were Protest- 
of tL R im 16n?’ thf E ®Ct,°r’ J,ohn William, a devoted adherent 
faith R Church, tried to bring his people back to the old

tJZJ WT, the Palatmate became both the cause and
nèarlv the6restï F°ng WarTbetween XIV. of France ami 
dream of L £ ^ÏT’. L°U1S W,shed to fulfil the desire and 
boundary French ruleri to make the Rhine the eastern
boundary of France. Turenne, Louis’ general, laid waste the
Palatinate to the west bank of the Rhine. Two Electors unable 

the Palatin t°fPTT’ £[ bl'°ken hearts. Louis claimed

tSEZZJV&S
Protestants who left trance after the revocation of the Edict of

petous shopkeepers and farmers.” The ruins, softened by time
France'tha^ ^7! !" °f L°Uif Wrath’ and as a warning to 
occur again ^^ German^ shali never Permit the like to

the^mea^?1^-gh,h,ard ^ the Palatioes to btar. was really 
the means of their deliverance. For while Louis was thus
on thegthrPei’S°ïaj’Ve,ng!,anCe’ ,WiUiatn had become tirm|y seated 
France °f E°gIand ; and thus he brought in opposition to

ance the power that was to emancipate Europe, destroy the

The German U.E. Loyalists of the County of Dundas,
Ontario —Part I.
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fleets of France and drive her armies from every continent. 
Once more, during the War of the Spanish Succession, the 
Palatinate was despoiled. But, in this instance, the greatest 
general the world ever saw, taught, not only the French, but the 
people of Europe, that France was not invincible. To Marl­
borough belongs the credit of making Britain feared by the 
sovereigns of the continent, and showing the oppressed that there 
they might find an asylum. During the time when he was all- 
powerful in England, was passed the Naturalization Act under 
which refugees from France and other countries found a home in 
England or its colonies.

In the spring of 1708, fifty-two Palatines, led by their 
Lutheran minister, Joshua Kockerthal, landed in England, and 
petitioned to be sent to America. The Board of Trade 
mended “ that they be settled on the Hudson River, in the Prov­
ince of New York, where they may be useful, particularly in 
the production of naval stores, and as a frontier against the 
French and Indians.” It was further recommended “ that they 
be given agricultural tools and be sent out with Lord Lovelace, 
the recently appointed Governor of New York.” They arrived 
there in due time and were located at Quassaick Creek, just 
where the City of Newburg now stands, a name which is pro­
bably a perpetuation of the name of the then reigning house of 
Newburg of the Palatinate.

About May, 1709, large numbers of people came down the 
Rhine to Rotterdam on their way to London. They came in such 
numbers and so penniless that the people of Rotterdam were put 
to straits to supply them with the necessaries of life.

The British ministry consented to receive 5,000 of them, and 
to provide means for their transportation. Others followed 
rapidly, and by June the number in London reached 7,000. 
There was apparently no cessation to the stream of people. The 
English became alarmed. Queen Anne and the Government 
tried to stop them. Men were sent to Holland and up the Rhine 
to turn them back. The Elector Palatine, John William, tried to 
keep his subjects. All these efforts were in a measure unavail­
ing, and not until October, when the number in England had 
reached about 15,000 did this strange emigration

Why so large a number of people, devotedly attached by 
nature to their homes, should leave their country to seek 
domiciles—they scarcely knew where—is a question that histor­
ians have tried to answer. Few migrations parallel it in the 
history of civilization. It is conceded that it was not due to 
any single cause, but to a coincidence of causes. The events in 
the history of Europe just touched upon, throw some light upon 
the reasons for this peculiar movement. The persistent religious 
persecution ; the despoiling of their country by the French ; the 
remarkably severe winter just passed, all combined to weaken
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the ties that bound the Palatine to the Fatherland ; while from 
beyond seas came the encouraging messages of compatriots who 
had already established happy homes in America. At this very 
juncture when all seemed so hopeless in the Palatinate, devas­
tated as it was by war and winter, the landdiolding proprietors 
who were seeking to people America, showed extraordinary zeal 
and activity ; and assisted by thpir agents in Germany convinced 
the Palatines that better things awaited them under the British 
flag across the Atlantic. Till now there had been no escape from 
oppression, however severe. But Marlborough had made Eng­
land respected on the Continent ; Marlborough had made Eng­
land loved in the Palatinate : and when in 1709 the Naturaliza­
tion Act was passed by the English Parliament, it 
invitation to the helpless Palatines, and they responded by a 
migration unique in the history of nations.

ihe question that now confronted the Queen, the ministry, 
and, in fact, the best men of the Kingdom was what to do with 
this large addition to the population. It was a new problem ! 
It was fortunate for these poor people that their general de­
meanor and their devotion to the Protestant religion had enlisted 
the active personal sympathy of not only “Good Queen Anne,” and 
the mighty Marlborough, but also of the cultured Sunderland, of 
the cautious Godolphin, and of the fearless and the broad-minded 
Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury. For their present subsist­
ence the Queen allowed them nine pence a day, and she ordered 
army tents to be supplied to them from the Tower. Warehouses 
not in use were given over by their owners as shelters. By the 
command of the Queen collections were taken up for their bene­
fit in the churches throughout the land. After some days’ deli­
berations, the Board of Trade resolved to settle some of the 
Palatines within the Kingdom. Accordingly a bounty of £5 a 
head was offered to parishes that would receive and settle the 
foreigners. While many were accepted on these terms because 
they were clever artisans, and, doubtless, became in a generation 
or two absorbed in the English population,—a large number of 
those thus accepted merely because of the bounty were soon vir­
tually compelled to return to Blackheath. An attempt to settle 
COO in the Scilly Islands resulted in failure, costing nearly 
£1,500. A contract to place 500 on Barbadoes in the West 
Indies was apparently not carried out. Ireland absorbed 3,800 
of them who formed prosperous settlements in Munster. The 
Carolinas received 100 families. Death claimed 1,000 on Black- 
heath ; about 800 were returned to their homes ; and many 
listed in the English army. While they thus appeared as clay 
in the potter’s hand, there is no doubt that the unanimous desire 
of these exiled people was to reach America.

And strangely enough a complete solution to the problem was 
not to be given by the consensus of the intelligence and Chris­
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But the year went round, and when once more 
Along their foam-white curves of shore 
They heard the line-storm rave and roar,

Behold ! again, with shimmer and shine,
Over the rocks and the seething brine,
The flaming wreck of the Palatine.

Do the elements subtle reflections give ?
Do pictures of all ages live 
On Nature’s infinite negative,

Which, half in sport, in malice half,
She shows at times, with shudder or laugh,
Phantom and shadow in photograph ?

For still, on many a moonless night,
From Kingston Head and from Montauk light 
The spectre kindles and burns in sight.

Now low and dim, now clear and higher 
Leaps up the terrible Ghost of Fire,
Then, slowly sinking, the flames expire.

And the wise Sound skippers, though skies be fine,
Reef their sails when they see the sign 
Of the blazing wreck of the Palatine !

Before the various vicissitudes of fortune that befel the new­
comers in America are recounted a quotation from an admirable 
history of “ The German Exodus to England ” by Mr. F. R. 
DifFenderfer, of Lancaster, Pa., will form a fitting close to their 
history in England. “ From first to last and during every stage 
of its progress, this remarkable episode proved a very costly 
affair to the British Government. The records are still acces­
sible, and from them we learn the total cost was L‘135,775. 
Here we have more than half a million dollars, paid out at a 
period when England was not so rich as she is now, and at a 
time too when she was engaged in costly foreign wars, and when 
money was worth much more than it is to-day. * * * All
Germans, and more especially we Americans of German origin, 
owe a heavy debt of gratitude to Great Britain, the Government 
as well as her individual citizens for what they did for those 
forlorn and distressed Palatines.” It is exceedingly gratifying 
to find a citizen of the United States giving due credit to the 
power that expended men and treasure to elevate and free the 
people of all countries.

It was from this New York colony that the German U.E. Loy­
alists of the counties of Dundas and Stormont are descended. 
There were some additions to the colony from Germany from 
this time till 1774, but they were of an individual character. 
No U. E. Loyalists from any' other German source ever came to 
these counties. It has been the prevalent error both of historians.
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and of the people to believe that the founders of these counties 
were the descendants of the Hollanders who were the original 
owners of New Netherlands (now New York). There is scarcely 

T origin on the roll of the King’s Royal Regiment
of New York. Jn fact, nearly all the Hollanders of the Hudson 
were rebels.

The survivors of the Atlantic voyage were domiciled at Nut- 
tan Island for five months, until land.-, could be surveyed for 
them Before they left for their new homes eighty-four orphan 
children were apprenticed to the people of New Ÿork. It 
the intention of Gov. Hunter to employ the Palatines in produc­
ing tar from the pine for the use of the British navy. There 
was very little pine near the Schoharie and the Mohawk, so the 
governor bought 6000 acres of land from Robert Livingstone 
the east side of the Hudson river and placed some of the refugees 
there, and some on the west side on 600 acres of crown lands— 
possibly because both these sites were nearer New York. Huts 

built and next spring some commenced the production of 
tar, while 105, or one-sixth of the levy from the whole province, 
enlisted for service against the French in Canada. The invasion 

failure owing to the loss of the British fleet under Sir 
Hovenden Walker in the Gulf of St. Lawrence ; consequently 
the land troops did not march beyond Albany.

Dun g the summer the Palatines began to murmur, and after 
a time q it work. They had got the idea that they were to be 
made slavti and were not to be allowed to till the soil. Their 
excuses were, bad food, poor clothing, and no pay for their mili­
tary service. Moreover they found that the land was unfit for 
cultivation. Governor Hunter came and pacified them ; they 
agreed to fulfil the contract they had entered into. He had 
sooner gone than the discontent manifested itself more plainly 
than ever. Hunter returned, sent for troops from Albany and 
disarmed the few that had arms. Under fear they returned to 
work and continued at it till winter. By the next spring the 
Governor, who had expended his private fortune in the mistaken 
idea that tar in paying quantities could be made from the north- 

pine, found that the government in England, now under 
Harley and St. John, would not countenance the projects of their 
predecessors nor recoup him for his expenditure of over £20,000. 
Ihere was nothing to do but to abandon the tar project. The 
Palatines were informed that they would have to shift for them­
selves, the Governor advising that they seek employment with 
farmers in New \ork and New Jersey to support their families 
until they be recalled to fulfil their contract. They were not to 
be allowed to remove to any other province unless they wished 
to be treated as deserters—brought back and imprisoned. Not­
withstanding these orders only a few stayed on the Livingstone 
manor. Thirty families moved south on some land they pur-
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chased in fee from Henry Beekman. There they founded the 
town of Kliinebeck which bears that name to-day. A few went 
to the “ West Camp,” the name of the settlement on the west 
side of the Hudson. The greater portion had their hearts set on 
the lands of the Schoharie, granted to them bv Queen Anne. 
They waited patiently to hear from the seven deputies they had 
despatched secretly to look for lands there, to make arrangements 
with the Indians and to find out the best means of getting to 
what they called their “ promised land.” The report was favor­
able, so a small party in the winter of 1712-13 stole away and 
arrived in Schoharie, where they were to experience hardships 
and annoyances almost equal to those they had known in the 
Fatherland. Without food or shelter they must have perished 
but for the kindness of the Dutch at Albany and of the Indians 
who showed them where to find edible roots. In the spring a 
second party of about 100 families joined them. No sooner had 
they arrived in the valley than the Governor, soured by the fail­
ure of his pet theory, for which the Palatines were in no way to 
blame, ordered them not to settle upon the land. From 
sity they refused to obey. Then commenced the long tight with 
Schuyler, Livingstone, Wileman and Vroman, the large land­
holders at Albany. For ten years the fight went on. Some 
bought their land, others became tenants and some moved to 
adjacent lands on the Mohawk.

Since 1710 the emigrants from Germany had been going to 
Pennsylvania, no doubt because of the unfavorable reports from 
the New York colonies. In 1722, Sir William Keith, Governor 
of Pennsylvania, accompanied Governor Burnett, of New York, 
to Albany to meet the Indians in a great council. While there 
Governor Keith heard of the dissatisfaction of the Palatines. 
He knew their value as colonists and, being compassionate as 
well as politic, he invited all to settle on grants beside their 
German countrymen in Pennsylvania, where they would be 
accorded “ freedom and justice.” Fully two-thirds accepted the 
offer. This was their third migration. Is it any wonder that 
175,000 Germans of Pennsylvania, half the population in 1775, 
remained neutral or took the rebel side ? It may be put down 

of the mistakes of the British that they did not cultivate 
by kindly acts the friendship of those German settlers, and 
furnish them leaders in whom both Briton and German would 
have confidence. This would have been comparatively easy, as 
subsequent events have proved. Many years after the struggle 

over, hundreds of Germans in Pennsylvania, after a triaî of 
republican government, found homes in Upper Canada, where 
they could enjoy the blessing of British institutions.

But how fared those who remained on the Schoharie and the 
Mohawk ? For nearly forty years they were unmolested. Only 
those who know something of the thrift and energy of their
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descendants in Eastern Ontario along the St. Lawrence, can form 
any idea of the progress made by their ancestors in the Mohawk 
Valley. Situated on the rich alluvial Hats, the finest and most fer­
tile lands in the Province, they soon became rich and prosperous. 
The gently sloping hills and winding river formed a picturesque 
scene that must have reminded them of their old home on the 
Rhine.

1 '
; -
i i

But the spoiler of their vine-clad cottage in the Palatinate 
finds them even in the Valley of the Hudson. England and 
France were soon to engage in the final struggle for the posses­
sion of this continent. In November, 1757, Belletre with his 
French and Indians swept through the valley, and burned every 
barn and house on the north side of the Mohawk. The majority 
of the settlers saved their lives by crossing the river and enter­
ing the fort, but 40 were killed and more than 100 carried 
away as prisoners. The south side was visited next year by 
another war party. In this raid fewer were killed but the des­
truction of property was as great.

It was fortunate for Britain that

« ./

... a man of the ability and in­
tegrity of Sir William Johnson lived on the Mohawk. He 
secured and retained the good will and devotion not only of the 
Indians but also of the Palatines.

After Canada was taken by the British, quietness and hap­
piness reigned on the Mohawk for twelve years. But there 

si£ns of the coming storm that was to devastate this beau­
tiful valley, and again drive the Palatines from their homes 
when the fortune of war went against them.

United States writers with characteristic unfairness have 
hinted that if he had lived, Sir William would have sided with 
the rebels. Sabine hints that he committed suicide rather than 
take the Loyalist side. It was wholly due to Sir William that 
Northern New York produced more Loyalists than any other 
similar section in the thirteen colonies. Again, it may be said 
that it was owing to the apathy of his son, Sir John, in‘the 
early days of the struggle, that the rebels gained an advantage 
around Albany, that was never recovered.

The Palatines were

A
were

<

divided in their opinions but the majority 
were loyal, tor years the enemies of Britain were busy sowing 
the seeds of dissension among them. A few years previous to 
the war, Sir William settled on his estate about 500 Scotch 
emigrants a large number of whom were Roman Catholics of 
the Clan MacDonell The enemies of Sir William went among 
the Palatines and told them that it was the intention to use the 
Highlanders and the Indians to drive them from their lands 
To some of the Palatines anyone not of the Reformed faith was 
hateful; and by these the stories were believed, because the 
Highlanders when appearing in public, wore the full Highland 
dress, including dirk, pistols, and claymore. Many meetings
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were held, yet little impression was made by the rebel emissaries 
in the settlements. The leaders of the Loyalists must be 
silenced. A bold stroke was resolved upon. In Decen. 1er, 1775, 
Philip Schuyler with 4,000 New England troops was sent to 
disarm the Loyalists on the Mohawk, and to exact assurances of 
neutrality from Sir John Johnson and his friends. Sir John 
granted everything ; arms were given up, and he agreed not to 
leave the county if his property and that of his friends were 
not touched. Some Palatines and Highlanders were taken as 
hostages and sent to Connecticut. Although Schuyler got all he 
asked for, still the rebels must be fed in a way that would not 
cost them anything. Under pretence that all arms were not 
given up since the Highlanders kept their dirks, he declared the 
agreement broken and gave free license to his followers to 
plunder. The cattle, horses, pigs and poultry needed, belonging 
to the Loyalists, were taken ; the church was looted, the vault 
containing the remains of Sir William Johnson broken open and 
his lead casket stolen and melted into bullets. For this Schuy­
ler received the thanks of Congress !

Thus in direct violation of a solemn agreement was the des­
truction of property on the Mohawk begun by the rebels. Could 
the authors of such outrages expect any mercy from Sir John 
Johnson, from John Butler and his son, Walter Butler, and their 
followers when they swept down on this valley again and again 
during the war, when they returned to their old homes 
simply to despoil the spoilers now in possession ?

Sir John, after being subjected to petty annoyances all winter, 
heard from his friends in Albany that Schuyler intended to re­
lease him from his parole, and at the same time take him 
prisoner. Losing no time, he hurriedly buried his papers ; 
and, trusting to a negro servant to bury his plate, gathered about 
200 followers and started by an unfrequented route to Montreal. 
They arrived there during the last week of June, the day after 
the city, recently evacuated by the rebel invaders, was entered 
by Sir Guy Carleton. On the journey they had suffered severely 
from hunger, as they could not in their haste prepare supplies 
for nineteen days ; and so their principal food had been leeks 
and the young leaves of the beech. During the last days of the 
toilsome march many, from exhaustion, fell by the way ; the 
Indians of Caughnawaga were sent out to the rescue. All 
were brought in safe to Montreal.

Properly to understand the hardships of the Loyalists on the 
Mohawk, it should be borne in mind that they knew of no safe 
means of escape. On the north, all Canada, except Quebec, was 
in possession of the rebels ; the continental armies controlled the 
old frequented highways leading to the British headquarters to 
the south. Imprisonment or death from hunger in the forest
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was the only alternative for all that would not forsake their 
allegiance to their King.

As soon as Sir John arrived in Montreal, scouts were sent out 
to the Mohawk to show the way to those who wished to 
to Montreal and the British posts of Chambly and Ue-aux-Noix, 
on the Richelieu.

come

On July 7th Sir John Johnson was granted the privilege of 
raising a battalion from among his followers and the Loyalists 
around Johnstown on the Mohawk. This battalion was called 
the “ King’s Royal Regiment of New York,” or “ The Royal 
\orkers,” or “ Royal Greens.” Recruiting went on, and in the 
fall the battalion was complete. In 1780 another battalion was 
formed. A very large number, in fact the majority of each of 
these battalions, were Palatines. Butler’s Rangers, Jessup’s 
Rangers and Rogers Rangers also contained not a few Palatines. 
A very moderate estimate places the number of Palatines 
who served in the various corps and who settled in Dundas 
and adjoining counties at about 600. This does not include 
those refugees unfit for service, or those who would not 
enlist, or those who came here after the peace. It is au estimate 
of the able-bodied soldiers who survived the various campaigns of 
six years’ border warfare and garrison duty at the several ‘posts. 
How many lost their lives in the hazardous enterprises that the 
corps took part in, or how many died in prison or were hanged
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as spies, is not known : but the number must have been consider­
able.

Most ot the officers were English or Scotch. This is accounted 
for by the fact that the Highlanders who had recently settled on 
the Mohawk had, before emigrating, seen active service in various 
grades in the British army. The Palatines had had no such 
military training.

In the spring of 1784 the several regiments were settled upon 
the lands allotted to them along the banks of the St. Lawrence, 
from Charlottenburg in Glengarry to the Bay of Quinte. The 
future homes of these vigorous pioneers were not determined by 
chance. The Highlanders longed for a Highland settlement. 
The Scotch Presbyterians and the Palatine Lutherans and Pala­
tine Presbyterians asked to be placed in separate communities 
where they might enjoy the consolations of their own religion. 
Accordingly in acceding to this petition the authorities with a 
wonderful foresight so arranged the several conflicting interests of 
nationality and religion that the utmost harmony has prevailed. 
The Highland Roman Catholics were placed farthest east beside 
their French co-religionists; west of them the Scotch Presbyter­
ians , then the Palatines—some Lutherans, some Presbyterians, 
speaking a different language and forming a barrier between the 
English to the west and the Scotch and French to the east. 
Thus was laid the foundation of the Ontario that was yet to be, 
the common bond being the love of British institutions, which is 
as strong to-day in their descendants as it was in those who 
risked everything for a “ United Empire” so that Britain should 
be the controlling power in America.

The Palatines were not novices at clearing away the forest and 
bringing the land quickly under cultivation. If they had readily 
become the most serviceable and reliable of soldiers ; if cut oft* 
from home and family, they had under Sir John Johnson 
and the Butlers for seven years held the rebels at bay in Central 
New York and swept the country in raid after raid from Oswego 
to the borders of Pennsylvania—yet now they showed that they 
had not forgotten the arts of peace. They returned to the im­
plements of husbandry and won in their new homes victories not 
less splendid than their triumphs amid the ruins of their old 
homes. They were aided for two years by supplies from the 
government and in the third year were not only self-sustaining 
but actually had grain for export. Although settled in the 
wilderness far from the centres of population, they knew 
thing of the advantages of older settlements. To acquire such 
advantages as soon as possible was their aim from the beginning.

It is worthy of note that the first Protestant church in the 
Province of Canada was built by the Lutheran Palatines on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence about three miles below the present 
village of Morrisburg. It was commenced in 1789 and finished
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yeai;, 1Je <?.rst.Pa>8tor was Rev. Samuel Schwerdfetrer 
who along with his family was imprisoned by the rebels forint
•CTXS;8 WS "0Ck « ^ to retainThei'r

h.nly Stn: Xt fL'rtntomtioàltwiLÎ’7 U ^

for themselves out of the “ pi imevaP forests’” of North America 
The growth of the settlement, the individual experiences if,»
KS: eivtisn t"'0 °f “*,7
to Iona"reform h, Sr Sf 7” e®’rte tor const!.

RlJSnMh ttT’t1 W,Sr to ret'er to some statements made”recently 
about the U. E Loyalists. An article on “ The Loyalists of thï
0™oberani898VanUdtl0re .ap^eare^ in. the Q**rterfy Review for
the library of our ProvindarUnïvérsiîy. 'cdUors tf'ïld!

“drawn from the offlcial, pr„7^and ImeS eîXe^
ri^ TosTv tU “ m.e'anchoIy procession of ' weeping 

1 • , 10 say that position or wealth or profession oranv
( ther selfish motive, determined the choice of the Loyalists U
unctoed r" th'“.nd W6 1T -hou.d not dKto “
he™,cille Jd oTerPoT«:f„in0LPol“u'sfoal “T1 ^ A

artisans on the Mohawk and” w°hoTÆ™hort ZfuZn

teE %zreoïrrEs

,e Provmces. conscious of the righteousness of their choiceP and
co T a nlth m themselves that no adversity of fortune 
could shake. Does anyone, acquainted with the history of the
conn ry, be ,eve that a nation like Canada had as a foundation 

mekncholy weeping pilgrims ” ? We do not hope for Ameri- 
t jyriters to say anything very praiseworthy of the U E. 
Loyalists but from Canadians, holding prominent positions
nPcfCi\,afli?tfeCtlMfneSS and resPecfc to their opinion we do ex' 
pect that they will, to say the least, be fair.
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The German U.E. Loyalists of the County of Dundas, 
Ontario.- Part II.

by ALEXANDER CLARK CASSELMAN, TORONTO.

In the first paper on the German U.E. Loyalists of the County 
of Dundas, I described the exodus of their ancestors from the 
Palatinate in 1710, their stay in England, their voyage to 
America their settlement in the province of New York along 
the banks of the Hudson River, their secret migration to 
Schoharie, their trouble with the large-acred proprietors, their 
tiiorht to Canada, and their enlistment in the King’s Royal Regi­
ment of New York, under Sir John Johnson. The disbandment 
of that regiment and the selection of their farms by lot at New 
Johnstown—now Cornwall—and their occupying these farms 
alone* the northern bank of the St. Lawrence have been briefly 
noticed. I now turn to a narration of their experiences in their

ne\Vhen the Loyalists went to settle upon their land grants, they 
were given by the Government provisions and implements abso­
lutely necessary to clear away the forest, build their houses, ami 
put in their gift of seed grain. Clothing material and blankets had 
to be served out to them, as very little more than the clothing on 
their backs could be brought by their families from their old our a

homes.
In October, 1784, a muster of the settlers 

the Government to learn how much progress had been made 
towards a permanent settlement, and to find out the quantity of 
necessary supplies required by each settlement. ,

By this muster of the disbanded troops of the King s Royal 
Regiment of New York, we find the following returns from the 
townships settled by the German Palatines .

held to enablewas

Acres Cleared. 
IOI/4

ServantsMen Women Children
214Township No. 2 (Cornwall).... 21S 87

“ “ 3 (Osnabrück).. 50 7
“ 4 (Williamsburg) 93 33
“ 5 (Matilda)........ 75 33

304'4 101
S6/2

7<> wa
64 5

■289)4

front or river
368 11160433

The townships of Cornwall and Osnabrück are 
townships in the County of Stormont, the other two are the 
front townships of the County of Dundas. I have included the 
two former townships because the greater number of the hrst 
settlers in them were German. Williamsburg and Matilda were 
wholly German. That in the short space of three months these 
early settlers had built habitations for themselves and cleared, as 

from the returns, about two-thirds of an acre of land torwe see
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•each man is a remarkable record of their 
earnestness. A . , energy, activity and

Anyone acquainted with the heavy hardwood 
timber of the virgin forest along the banks of the St. Lawrence 
will say there were few idle moments for those able to work It 
must be borne in mind that an axe of a very clumsy pattern and 
often of very poor material, was the principal implement and 
that tae rolling together of the timber, or logging \Vas j0’ :n 
most cases without the aid of horses. But these settlers were 
once farmers on the banks of the Mohawk, and had laid down
the axe and the reapmg hook °f the husbandman for the sword
and the musket of the soldier. They now returned to their 
foriner occupations, to lay the foundation of an empire north of 
the St. Lawrence as readily as they tried to preserve for the kino 
those more populous portions south of that river. *

AvJ°a-eP'iCt h.otne,llfe oftliese people is not necessary. It wa 
exceedingly simple—from necessity; and if they were not alway 
comfortable they were happy, and were cheered by the prospect 
that their industry would in time bring them consolation. The 
•same story of conquering the forest may be told of every U E 
Loyalist settlement in Canada. In the whole history of the 
colonization of a country can anything be more sublime than the 
soWier-tarmers winning homes for themselves against the giants 
of the forest and the rigorousness of a severe climat' ? The

me.

This' was SS ^„TSLPrhl£tsQ"îXn=h 

origin in the newly-acquired colony of Canada. When the 
Loyalists settled in Canada in 1784 the authority for the 
government of the new subjects was vested ,n this Act 
As the Act had been intended only for the French, it was partly 
inoperative with respect to the Loyalists along the St. Lawrencf 
The law was administered by military officers and was a kind of 
military rule from which all the harshness, usually implied there­
by, was excluded. The executive officer of the county of Dundas 
was Captain Richard Duncan, a Scotchman, who before the war 
was tor five years an ensign in the 55th Regiment. His home 
was at Mariatown, now a small collection of houses about a mile 
west of the present village of Morrisburg. It was founded by 
Capt. Duncan and named in honor of his daughter, Maria who 
was said to be the most beautiful woman in the new settlement 
From all hat I can learn of Judge Duncan, as he was called he 
was a kind-hearted and generous man, who dealt out the law of

Act.

aty
the
to

mg
to

îeir
3gl-
ent
lew
rms
etty
îeir

hey 
bso- 
and 
had 
r on
old

ible 
lade 
y of

>yal
the

ired.

i

•iver
the
ttie

first

f| Xl

!

!

-i

1 '
! '
ft

■

4

é,

:

<

*■

in 
r

3) 
Î) « ^

 
s- 

y. 
cc 

O
 

0)0) 
«

h
h

5 ^



68

right and justice, although not strictly in accordance with the 
existing constitution.

As the German settlers were deeply religious and generally 
industrious no serious cases of dispute arose. They had trial by 
jury, with sheriff and judge, and Mr. Croil in “ Dundas ” says that 
Mr. Richard Loucks, in whose tavern the court was held, had an 
account not only against the grand jury for liquor used in the 
court room, but also against the judge for brandy furnished for a 
supper given by him to the jurymen. Notwithstanding the con­
geniality of judge and jury, some penalties were inflicted for 
misdemeanors. Minor offences were atoned for in the pillory, 
which adjoined the inn of Loucks. Extreme offences were pun­
ished by banishment to the United States ! This, of course, was 
considered unusually severe and ranked next to the sentence cf 
death.

Although the geniality and generosity of the judge were un­
bounded, it will be readily understood that the sturdy Loyalists, 
familiar as they were with representative institutions in the col­
ony of New York, would soon strive for a more substantial form 
of government than that dispensed by a military officer, however 
efficient he might be.

Just here allow me to correct an impression that many, even 
in Canada, have regarding the U. E. Loyalists. Their detractors 
say, because they risked their lives and all their worldly belong­
ings for the sake of British connection and British supremacy, that 
they approved all the acts of George III. in relation to America, 
that their loyalty was a blind fidelity to flag and sovereign. 
This is one of the calumnies under which they labored. But if 
the descendants of their bitterest enemies have not wholly vindi­
cated the Loyalists’ action, they have materially softened their 
imputations. Among the Loyalists were many men, men of high 
ideals, of liberal culture and i f the highest t haracter who were 
the bitterest opponents of the oppressive aod unwise acts of 
George III. Although they deplored the action of the king they 
did not consider rebellion the proper means to rectify any existing 
error that the British had made with respect to them. This was 
the noble distinction between the Loyalists and the rebels. The 
Loyalists believed that constitutional means would furnish a 
more meritorious and more lasting method for redress of griev­
ances than a resort to arms. There is no one but will admit that 
it required more courage to take up arms in defence of a govern­
ment whose acts you cannot approve than to be a rebel. In a little 

than fifty years in their new home the Loyalists had to face 
similar difficulties and similar oppression, and I am proud to say 
that they then resisted a resort to arms as strongly as when they 
had taken up arms in a righteous cause, that by the fortunes of 
war was destined to drive them from their comfortable homes to 
seek new ones in the unbroken wilderness.

True to those principles of constitutional redress of grievances,
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the the Loyalists of the County of Dundas, pointed out the civil diffi­
culties under which they labored and greatly influenced the 
legislation for the colony. In the state papers of this time we 
And in a petition of Sir John Johnson and other Loyalist sub­
scribers to the king, dated April 11,1785, several suggestions that 
were afterwards embodied in the Constitutional Act of 1791. 
After pointing out the hardships involved in the land tenure 
under the Quebec Act, they propose : (1) A district from Point 
au Baudet (Beaudette) westward, distinct from the province of 
Quebec ; (2) 1 he division of the district into counties with Cat- 
araqui (now Kingston) as the metropolis. The petition closes 
with these words, “ Your petitioners implore your Majesty that 
the blessing of British laws and British government and an ex­
emption from the French tenures may be extended to the afore­
said settlements.”

The British officials were slow to move and other petitions 
followed the next year. One was sent from New Johnstown 
(Cornwall) dated Dec. 2, 1786 ; one from New Oswegatchie (Pres­
cott) dated Nov. 16, 1786, and one from Cataraqui (Kingston).

In the following year, on June 13, another petition was for­
warded to the British Government, praying for the same as in 
the last petitions, and in addition : 1. For English tenure of 
lands. 2. For assistance in establishing churches of England 
and Scotland. 3. For assistance to establish a school in each 
district. 4. For a prohibition of pot and pearl ashes from Ver­
mont as leading to an illicit trade with the United States, and 
for a bounty on these articles and hemp. 5. For a loan of three 
months’ provisions. 6. For clothing to the distressed. 7. For 
the speedy running of the division lines of the townships. 8. 
r or a post road from Montreal to Cataraqui, and for post offices at 
New Johnstown, New Oswegatchie and Cataraqui. 9. For a pas­
sage from the head of the Bay of Quinté, through to Lake Huron 
tor the Indian trade. 10. That three places may be pitched upon 
between River Baudet and Cataraqui to receive grain from the 
settlers. 11. That the commissioners on claims would visit New 
Johnstown, New Oswegatchie and Cataraqui, the general poverty 
of the settlers preventing them from pressing their claims at 
Montreal and Quebec. 12. That the use of canal locks be con­
firmed to them and that in respect to lands they be put 
equal footing with the 84th Regiment.

It should be understood that nearly all the population of 
what is now Ontario was east of what is now Belleville, except 

small settlement at Niagara. If the proper significance is at­
tached to these petitions, there is thrown on the thoughts and 
character of the people, a side light that beautifully ."lumines 
this page of our history. They show that the people had in 
them the instincts of popular government and were not the serfs 
of any government or king. They prove that the grand prin­
ciple they had fought for was right. Patience and pressure by
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constitutional methods will bring about better results than a 
resort to arms. The answer to these petitions was the Constitu­
tional Act of 1791. This Act gave to Upper Canada a more 
liberal and popular form of government than possessed by Eng­
land at the time, and fully as liberal as that in any of the 
boasted democracies of the United States. There were some 
clauses in this Act that caused a great deal of trouble in after 
years, notably the provision for the clergy, and the creation of 
an irresponsible upper chamber. We see from these petitions 
that the word Protestant in the Act meant Church of Scotland, 
as well as Church of England. With all the defects in the Act, 
as we see it now, considering the state of the country, and the 
absence of precedents, it would not be easy to suggest much im­
provement. The qualification for voters was extremely liberal. 
They must be British subjects of the full age of 21 years, and 
possessed of lands of the yearly value of forty shillings sterling 
or upwards within the county. In towns the yearly value for 
qualification was five pounds.

Under the Constitutional Act the inhabitants of the County 
of Dundas were happy. Their industry was amply rewarded by 
good crops from lands that are as suited to mixed farming as any 
on the continent. Mills for grinding grain and sawing lumber 
by power from water and wind were built at convenient places 
on the river bank. Although there were no factories for 
making cloth from wool, Hax ,and hemp until many years after 
the beginning of the century, this deficiency was supplied by 
the handiwork of the women, who, with the rudest hand tools, 
carded, spun, and wove the various materials into substantial 
cloth for clothing and household uses. More than one member 
attended the sessions of the Legislature at Newark and York in 
a suit of clothes wholly manufactured in his own home.

The rural simplicity and quietness of the county was some­
what disturbed during the War of 1812-15. Many of the inhabi­
tants enlisted in the active colonial corps and took part in the 
famous actions of that war. The principal duty however of the 
militia of the County of Dundas was to guard the convoys of 
boats or wagons passing up the river to supply the forts at 
Prescott, Kingston, Niagara and York. This was no sinecure as 
all stores and ammunition had to pass in sight of the United 
States troops ready to seize them, had they not been securely 
guarded. Although many were the attempts only on one oc­
casion was the guard surprised and overpowered and the sup­
plies taken. Some of these encounters were desperate, and for 
the numbers engaged might be dignified by the name of battle.

Mr. Hough, the historian of St. Lawrence County in New 
York State, says—“ The early settlers on the south bank of the 
river were indebted in an especial manner to their Canadian 
neighbors for many kindnesses which relieved them from those 
extremities that settlers of other parts less favorably situated
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endured. When the war broke out, each became suspicious of 
the other. The visits ceased for about a year, and by some 
means were renewed, but always at night and in secret. There 
was one Canadian who thought this visiting wrong, and when 
called upon to sustain the interest to his king, felt the old-time 
spirit return. Although a very kind-hearted man and strongly 
attached by ties of friendship to his American neighbors, he 
sternly refused all renewals of acquaintance, from a sense of 
duty, and discountenanced it among his neighbors. One evening 
an inhabitant of the south shore resolved to attempt to conquer 
this spirit by kindness and boldly visited his house as had been 
his custom. Finding him absent at a neighbor’s, the American 
followed him, and warmly saluted him with a cordial grasp of 
the hand, and friendly chiding, for so long and so obstinately 
withstanding the claims of friendship. This appeal to the heart 
outweighed the decision of the head, and the salutation was, 
after a moment’s hesitation, returned with a cordiality that 
showed him sensible of the truth, that man is by nature a social 
being, and intended to live by the side of his neighbors. Peace 
was thus declared along this frontier long before the fact was 
established by diplomatists.”

During the three years war the most momentous event in 
which the Dundas militia bore a part was the battle of Crysler’s 
Farm. In October, 1813, an invading army of the enemy about 
10,000 strong assembled at Sackett’s Harbor with the intention 
of taking Kingston and other posts on the river and proceeding 
to Montreal to co-operate with another army moving against that 
city by the Lake Champlain route. The season was well ad­
vanced before this large army under the command of General 
James Wilkinson, was prepared to move. Kingston was well 
guarded, so it was decided to pass it and invest Montreal. They 
passed down the river in about 300 boats and were not seriously 
interfered with till the County of Dundas was reached, Here 
the old soldiers of Sir John Johnson and their sons lined the 
banks of the river and with their muskets seriously annoyed the 
invaders in their closely-packed boats. So vexing and worrying 
had this become that the flotilla had to halt, and a detachment 
was landed and sent down the north bank to clear the way to 
insure the safe passage of the boats. This so checked the advance 
of the enemy that Col. Morrison, with a corps of observation of 
750 men from Kingston had time to overtake them at Lot No. 
12 in the township of Williamsburg. Here on Nov. 11th, 1813, 
the British and Canadians, assisted by the Dundas Militia, all 
under the command of Morrison, aided by Col. Harvey, in all 
about 1,200 men, attacked the rear guard of Wilkinson’s army 
of about 5,000 men, under General Boyd, well-equipped with 
cavalry and cannon, and utterly defeated it. The loss of the 
Americans, according to their despatch, was 102 killed and 237 
wounded. The loss of the British and Canadians w«ü 24 killed
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the I act that it was badly needed to revive the spirits of the 
W hv P P?PK ,lhe wl!»le of the western peninsula had been 
weL mHr0C er S/ rlat Moravianfcown ; Niagara and Fort Erie 
V.ntn* * lands ot.the enemy : and the small army of General 
V.neent was preparing to withstand a siege at Burlington
kr<S ntS' Yf°rkr had been twice taken during the year, and 
Iff amount of property destroyed. Thus the fortunes of the
of Gr!dWe-rer 1 the ,owe? point <lurinK the war. The victory
tl e end Th T-JeKt0red Confidence> and was the beginning of 
Hit end. 1 he British government recognized its importance by
undersf”ainietda thl* victory- The value of this will be 
u idersbiod when it is recalled that medals were granted for
fflenH0 her ®“fa"ements dlirinS the war, for Detroit and for 
Clate.iuguay 1 he government of the United States was equally
wTZrt r V,,Ci0ry’ tiorr,General Wdki»«on, their commanded 
r,L ;rar fd: and General services were not re-
taine,l on the reduction of their army at the close of the war.

J he inhabitants of the County of Dundas, every one a 
soldier deserve a large share of credit for the victory. Thev
toertl hS ïqf sermlers flon.S the river to offer any resistance 
to the flotilla. They detained the invaders by an organized 
system that kept the enemy in constant terror. ‘They employed
reheîs'ï,6 by wb,cb they sPread consternation among the
present "thev Y re'[0 "fclo.nary,war- A1 ways invisible, but ever 
them The fche invaders to tight and then defeated
t r,„Tr ^ tnbute to the people of Dundas is paid them 

oy Gen. \\ ilkinson, who says in his despatch :—“ The 
deserve credit for their zeal and intelligence, which 
universal hostility of the male inhabitants of the country enable
bva rfsnlnF Y the .greatest advantage. Thus while menaced 

y a respectable force in rear, the coast was lined by musketry
in front, at every critical pass of the river, which obliged me to 
march a detachment and thus impeded my progress ”

Ihe British commander also testifies to the zeal which all
invasTonadFh°sn r thelrDendeavors to oppose the threatened 
M,„ ? •' n S,r Geor"e Prevost says for the information of His 
Majesty s Government that “ The very great exertions made for 

e preservation of the Canadas by its population in conjunction
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,8o n2llTV::î Ha A!”frifa.? losV1' 600 to 70? killed and wounded, and

iith at Barnhart’s I ^Iat| da‘ ht' s,ates he has 7,000 effective troops. On the 
Isla,ld near Cornwall he states he has only 6 ooo. Thus in

Hnonle’s^r 'n °SS ,Wau 1,000 n,en» ant* as there was only à skirmish at 
Hoople s Creek near the head of the Long Sault, 800 at least may be credited
"fit ^iro^r,er’8 Fam thC "th’a «umber
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To attempt to outline even the political history of Dundas 
from the close of the war till 1841 would be tedious It mav
meS^n °We?*'-that tW6nty yearS D,m,las sent to Parlia­

ment lepresentatives who continually pressed for a better form
> government, a government which if prone to do wrono- would

have less power to mflict harm. Because the people of Dundas
so persistently opposed what was called The Family Compact it
must not be under food that they were disloyal or even had the
remotest ulea °t taking up arms to redress grievances. n the
Tnv0 tre^aSten dlst,nct “ofc onc was even suspected of committing 
any treasonable act. Of course it should not be considered ?
amfJÏLÏr °yaL- B,,t ,since some ra8hly resorted to 
arms to enforce their opinions and to sever Canada from Britain
1 merely mention the fact. The people of Dundas occupied a
strange position which was very different from that of the people

6 w®ste™ Potion of the province. In the west were many
lovaieiSTl!p,nr >/ H"1161 ;StUteiS Wh° were in their hearts dil 

The,r obJect was to make Canada a part of the United
States and the surest way to bring this about was to take sides 
with the constitutional agitators for reform. The treasonable 
designs of these disloyal persons cemented the old U. E Loyalists

degenerate !^JSS^ Z rlT^^3the Mother -5“

m tep

feinn^Tf00 Um? t0 mark the Hpot Where Canadians and British 
yean in thMamlaM “"f* The m°St active Promoters of late 
H Conl l p fd b v Were °ur resPectecl President, Mr. H.
wiihi, k’d Pr lu ?ast, S,mcoe- himself a Dundas boy, born 
within sight of the battle-ground ; Dr. C. E. Hickey, M.P. for
tun of\D RhlS SUC;r°r> Mr' H' H' Ross- Ifc wa good for- 
tune of Mr. Ross, while representative of the corn, y to see their
to.nhpr mor’Yr PatnotlsM accomplished. On the 25th of Sep-
H™n John CrÎh m0,ü,ment; JUSt comPleted> was unveiled by 
Hon John Graham Haggart in presence of a vast crowd o^
people from the surrounding country. Of the important ne 
ages present on this historic occasioî, not the leasable were 
Mi. Samuel Crysler, aged 90, and Mr. George Weaver aged 91 
Who heard the roar of battle and saw some of its nlolement, ' 
this same ground 82 yea*\s before.
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Then more fiercely than ever com- 

eat constitutional struggle between the elected 
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into one opposing camp whose watchword was British connec­
tion. Very different was the situation in the east. None but 
Loyalists settled there—in fact none but tried Loyalists were 
allowed to do so. Hence they divided, as communities will on 
any subject, but it was understood that every Loyalist desired 
nothing else but British connection, and without fear of being 
called sympathizers with the United States, they could elect 
members pledged to use their best endeavors to secure reforms. 
For four parliaments Dundas sent two members showing that its 
population was relatively more than some other counties of much 
greater area. The men that stand out prominently during this 
period of political strife are Col. John Crysler, Peter Shaver and 
John Cook. Peter Shaver and John Cook being the joint repre­
sentatives for three consecutive parliaments. Col. Crysler 
served for 10 years, (1808-1824) ; Peter Shaver for 17 years, 
(1824-1841); John Cook, for 15 years, (1880-1845).

When the province was invaded at Prescott by sympathizers 
with the rebels, from the United States, under \ on Schoultz, the 
Dundas militia were soon at the scene of action. Their loss was, 
four rank and tile killed, one lieutenant and five rank and tile 
wounded. The result of this engagement is well-known to all. 
Not one of the 170 invaders escaped. Nearly 100 were killed 
and the remainder surrendered prisoners of war. \ on Schoultz 
and others of lesser note were hanged at Kingston. A tew of 
the youthful adherents were pardoned and sent home to the 
United States, of the remainder a few were imprisoned and the 
others transported to Van Dieman’s Land.

Again, during the Fenian scare, did the militia of Dundas 
nobly respond to the call for the defence of the country. And 
at this time (February, 1900) some of its young men are members 
of each of the contingents on active service in South Africa.

A mere recital of the main facts in the history of even one 
family would require the space of a whole paper such as this. 
But 1 shall conclude with two typical stories of romantic adven­
ture and hardship.

Henry Merkley was a young 
the valley of the Schoharie, New York, when the revolutionary 
wav broke out. He was known to be a Loyalist; and when he 

king in the harvest field, a neighbor, named Young, and 
his son came over and began talking on the political aspect of 
the times. Merkley would not declare himself, and we believe, 
took rather a non-partisan standpoint. This was an act of prud­
ence on his part, as his unwelcome callers were armed with 
muskets. However, this discretion did not save Merkley. John 
Young, the son, shot him in the side, but did not kill him ; and, 
when about to finish his murderous work with the butt end of 
his musket, he was prevented by his father. Soon after this 
Merkley was put into Schoharie jail. After his wounds 
healed he managed to make his escape and reached Niagara.
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He at once joined the King’s Royal Regiment of New York, and 
served in the several memorable campaigns with that famous 
regiment until the close of the war. After its disbandment 
he settled in Montreal, and subsequently in Williamsburg in 
the County of Dundas. Here he soon became a prosperous 
and popular farmer, and took an active part in the civil and 
military affairs of the country. From 1804 to 1808 he was the 
representative of the County in the Legislative Assembly of 
Upper Canada. He was an officer of the Dundas militia, and 
was present at Crysler’s Farm, and took part in the several en­
gagements on the St. Lawrence frontier during the

When Mr. Merkley was living on his farm in Williamsburg, 
a beggar came to his door and asked for a meal. The farmer and 
beggar instantly recognized each other. The last time they met 
was in the harvest field in Schoharie. The beggar 
other than John Young, who had so nearly taken Mr. Merkley’s 
life some years before, now reduced to the humiliating position 
of asking alms from the man he so cruelly wronged. The utter 
abjectriess of his position, led him to ask forgiveness for his 
despicable deed. Mr. Merkley, was not quite so willing to grant 
the forgiveness, but his Christian spirit overcame his feelings : 
his former enemy was fed and sent on his way.

The following sketch of one of the U. E. Loyalists of Palatine 
descent has hardly a parallel among the annals of hardship, 
adventure, and peril experienced by the first settlers of Canada.

Christina Merkley, was the seventeen-year-old daughter of 
Michael Merkley, a thrifty farmer of Schoharie. Her mother 
was dead and the affairs of the household and the care of her 
five-year-old brother, were to a great extent in charge of 
herself and her sister two years younger. On the day our 
story begins, her father was away with his niece on a visit to 
her married sister. As the shades of evening began to fall the 
two gil ls became somewhat impatient and their sense of loneli- 

was increased by the crying of their brother. After a few 
moments of watching the father and cousin were seen riding 
swiftly towards the house. The little boy’s crying changed to 
joyous laughter and the three ran out to greet their father. 
Just as they emerged from the house a volley rang out and the 
father and cousin dropped from their horses dead. Before 
they could realize what had happened they were prisoners of a 
band of Indians. After taking the booty they required, the In­
dians set the house and buildings on fire and quickly took their 
departure with their prisoners. To hasten the children’s foot­
steps and to frighten them into silence they were shown the 
scalps of their father and cousin. The boy, not old enough to 
know the meaning of such a threat, kept on crying, and between 
sobs would call out, “ I want my father, I want my father!” The 
threats of the savages and the fearful pleadings of the sisters 
proving ineffectual, the girls were ordered to go on ahead with
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the squaws. They believed they would never see their brother 
again. His cries ceased, and in a few minutes when his bleeding 
scalp was dangled before them as a warning, their belief 
confirmed.

Who can describe the feelings of these children during the 
five weeks’ march to Niagara ! Their physical suffering 
scarcely less severe than their anguish of mind. Exposed to the 
weather on long marches with insufficient clothing, they were 
in constant danger but were always saved from the drunken 
Indians by the Indian

After se' en weeks of hardship and captivity in the Indian 
campment at Niagara, their presence there came to the know­
ledge of Sir John Johnson. He compe.led the Indians to give 
them up in exchange for some presents. By him they were 
taken to Montreal, and till the end of the war they lived with his 
household. In May, 1784, just before the King’s Royal Regiment 
started for their future homes on the banks of the St. Lawrence, 
Christina married Jacob Ross, a soldier of the first battalion of 
that famous regiment. Jacob Ross drew land in township No. 2, 
or Cornwall. Like other Loyalist families they were supplied 
with the necessaries of life for making a home in the wilderness. 
But they were without a cow and they had no money to purchase 

As the prospects for getting money from the sale of the 
produce of a farm that as yet was a forest, seemed rather distant, 
it was arranged that Mrs. Ross should go to Montreal and seek 
domestic employment and thereby earn sufficient money to pur­
chase this useful animal. At the end of a year the cow 
bought and, meanwhile, the husband had cleared enough land so 
that some grain and vegetables could be raised. The difficulties 
incident to making a new home in the wilderness being 
overcome, there is little to chronicle besides the routine of others 
similarly situated.

Mrs. Ross died in 1857 at the great age of 98. She 
member of the German Lutheran church and her last desire that 
her German Bible and prayer-book be buried with her was grati­
fied.
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The descendants of Mrs. Ross in the Counties of Stormont and 
Dundas, are many. All the honorable professions are represent­
ed among her descendants, while some of them have been elected 
to serve their fellow-citizens in the legislative halls of our country.

One grandson, Samuel Ault, represented Stormont in the par­
liament of the old province of Canada from 1861 to 1867 and for 
one term in the parliament of the Dominion. In 18G1 Mr. Ault’s 
opponent was no less a per.1; ,nage than John Sand field Macdonald. 
Another grandson, John Sylvester Ross, was the representative 
of Dundas for two terms in the parliament of the old province 
of Canada and also for two terms in the Dominion parliament. 
Hugo H. Ross, of Iroquois, son of the preceding, was M.P. for 
Dundas from 1891 to 1896.
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lier 1 ‘ing
vas Adolphustown, or the Township of Adolphus or 

Fourth Town, the First Settlement by United 
Empire Loyalists.

:
the
ere
die &HY DR, WILLIAM CANNIKF, GRAVENHURST, ONT.

The settlement of Upper Canada by the United Empire 
Loyalists in 17tS4 \\ras effected from three points, one on the St. 
Lawrence, one commencing at the ruins of Fort Frontenac, now 
Kingston, and the other from the banks of the Niagara River, 
opposite Fort Niagara,

Confining our attention to the second of these, the survey of 
the land into townships, which began in 1783, was made from 
Fort Frontenac (or as it was more commonly distinguished, 
Cataraqui) westward and fronting on the shores of Lake On­
tario and the Bay of Quinte. At first the townships were known 
by numbers, as First, Second, Third Townships. The total of the 
numbers extending around the Bay of Quinte was ten. For 
many years the townships were spoken of by the settlers 
as First Town, Second Town, Third Town, etc. The Fourth 
Township, which claims our attention to-day, was surveyed in

On account of the configuration of the bay, and the limit of 
the township, on the east the quantity of land to form the 
township was only about 11,459 acres, making it the smallest 
township in the Province of Ontario.

It is almost surrounded by water, which to the pioneer 
settlers was a great advantage. Their only mode of travelling was 
by boat in summer and over the ice in wdnter, the land being as 
yet an unbroken wilderness.

The First Township was named King’s Town after King George 
III. The Second Township called Ernest Town, after 
Ernest Augustus, the eighth child of the King. The third 
Township received the name of Frederick’s Town, after Frederick 
Duke of York and Albany, the second child of the King; 
afterwards the name was modified into Fredericksburg. The 
Fourth Township was called Adolphus Town, after Adolphus 
Duke of Cambridge, tenth child of King George III.

The original settlers of Adolphustown were a band of one of 
the noblest class of mankind the world has ever possessed—the 
United Empire Loyalists of America. Their moral worth, heroic 
sacrifices, and sublime devotion to national duty were ignored 
by history, and all but forgotten for one hundred years. Let us 

present to this meeting a pen picture, taken from real life, 
of two centuries ago, with the view of exhibiting the character 
and the moral fibre which was inherited by the men and women
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who first planted the modest homesteads in the brave little 
Township of Adolphus.

Some two hundred years ago, at a seaport town in Holland 
was to be seen on a certain day a sea-going vessel, around which 
were the usual activity and bustle incident to the final prepara­
tions for a voyage. As the work of taking in supplies and put­
ting the ship in sailing order was going on, a somewhat motley 
crowd of on-lookers regarded the scene with a lazy, listless air 
of indifference.

Suddenly the attention of all was quickened by a remarkable 
occurrence. The doleful tolling of a church bell, heard now and 
again above the din of numerous voices, had passed unheeded by 
those collected on the spot. Now, however, as there appears a 
procession, slowly wending its way toward the place, the solemn 
peals suggest funeral thoughts. Leading the procession walks a 
venerable looking man, whose garb and mien betoken a dominie, 
or minister of the Gospel. After him came next a young 
couple, the man in the prime of vigorous manhood, and the 
woman in the fresh bloom of womanhood, walking hand in hand. 
They are clothed in holiday attire, having the appearance of a 
newly wedded husband and wife. Following them a man and 
woman whose grey heads and bent forms bespeak advanced 
years. Next another couple also in the decline of life.

They walk two and two, men and women, boys and girls, of 
all ages. They all wear the habiliments of woe, and the pro­
cession moves with slow and solemn tread, as if following a 
loved one to the grave. All that seems wanting to complete a 
funeral train is a hearse with its nodding plumes. The specta­
tors hushed to silence, gaze on the line of mourners, and wonder 
and watch to see its course and destination.

With measured steps the dominie is followed to the vessel, 
and over its side they gather in a group upon the deck, around 
the young man and wife. A silence falls upon the assembled 
group, as the man of God opens the Bible, and reads from the 
inspired book such words as give comfort and support to those 
who are bereaved. Then his voice is raised in prayer to God. 
and his prayer reveals to all who hear the cause and reason of 
this strange scene. First he prays that the aged parents of the 
young couple may have Divine help in this their hour of trial in 
losing their dear children, and that they might still be happy in 
their earthly pilgrimage,and be received hereafter into God’s King­
dom, and re-united to their children. He then commits to Him 
who controls the wind and waves, the young emigrants, he im­
plores that they may be in His gracious care and keeping, these 
dear ones who to-day set out at once on the journey of married 
life, and to cross the wide ocean, parting forever from their par­
ents and friends, and who are, as it were, to be buried in the far 
off New World. Words of counsel follow to the young pair,
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tie sympathy to the parents of each is duly given. Finally, amid 
emotions which cannot be depicted, the mourners tear them­
selves away from the voyagers, who cling to each other in this 
hour of sore trial. The sorrowing parents have looked upon 
their children for the last time ; they in turn shall see their 
parents’ faces no more in this world.

This, as has been already stated, is a picture from real 
life. Having determined to seek a new home in America, 
this young man and woman knew in making their choice, 
that they would leave parents and homes with no possibil­
ity of seeing them again. Crossing the Atlantic then was 
a very different matter from what it is to-day, with rapid steam 
navigation. The name these young emigrants bore is one well- 
known in Adolphustown. Amongst those who composed the first 
party of settlers were descendants of the brave pair, who, a hun­
dred years before, had set sail from the shores of Holland to be­
come pioneers in America. This true story was often related to 
the writer by his mother, one of the descendants.

Many nations of Europe contributed equally bold and intrepid 
men and women to people the Atlantic coast of this continent. 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, Germany and Holland gave 
of their most vigorous sons ; and the emigrants of France formed 
a rich quota to lay the foundation of the different colonies and 
subsequently of Upper Canada.

It is not the object of this paper to show how it was that the 
founders of Upper Canada became U. E. Loyalists and exiles 
from their homes. The great struggle between patriotism and 
rebellion had resulted in the triumph of the latter. Hostilities 
ceased Jan. 20th, 1783, and independence of the United States 
was finally acknowledged by Great Britain, Sept. 3rd following. 
At this period, although the majority of the Loyalists had left 
the rebel states, a certain number still remained in those places 
yet held by British troops, as at New York, where they remained 
until Nov. 25th, known as “ Emancipation day.” These Loyal­
ists were distributed to the most available places in the loyal 
British provinces, and sent thereto in ships under military guid­
ance and protection. Our party was formed under Captain Michael 
Grass, and despatched to Cataraqui, where they became the 
first settlers.

Another party was commanded by Major VanAlstine. 
Although duly commissioned as Major, he was not a military 
man, but a prominent Knickerbocker Loyalist. A fleet of seven 
sail, protected by the brig Hope of forty guns, set sail for Canada, 
Sept. 8th 1783, under the leadership of VanAlstine. These re­
fugees were provided with canvas tents and such implements as 
were given to disbanded soldiers, and a bateau to every four 
families. After arriving at the place of destination, they were 
supplied with provisions to be continued for three yrears. The
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company was mostly from the counties of Rockland, Orange and 
I dstcr, on the west side of the Hudson River, and Westchester, 
Dutchess and Columbia on the east side. The fleet reached’ 
Quebec October 8th, having made the run in just one month. 
The government rations with which they were supplied consisted, 
as the story has been told the writer, of pork and peas for 
breakfast, peas and pork for dinner, and for supper they had the 
choice of peas or pork. The party proceeded from Quebec to 
Sorel, where they passed the winter, inhabiting their 
tents, which afforded but little protection from the winter’s 
cold. During the winter it was decided to grant Major Van 
Alstine’s party the Fourth Township, about to be surveyed 
the Bay of Quinte. The company left Sorel May 21st 1784, 
in a brigade of bateaux, and reached their destination June 10th 
1784. The names ol those composing the party, so far available 
were :—VanAlstine, Ruttan, Huycksbelleau, May bee, Coles, 
Sherman, Ballis, Peterson, Loyst, VanSkiver, Dorland, Van 
Horn, VanDusen, Hagerman, Angle, Huff, Beagle, Roblin, 
Fitzgerald, Stout, Allan, Hover, Ferguson, Baker, German, 
Rutler, Noxen, Casey, Clapp, Rutlidge, Barker. A number of 
the families had two or more brothers besides women and chil­
dren. Amongst the first settlers who came in later were Munroe, 
Canniff, Hagler, Carnahan, Short, Fisher. The devoted band 
of refugee Loyalists had reached the spot whereon they were to 
work out their future existence. Upon the sloping banks of a 
small stream, a little westward of the present wharf, they dis­
embarked, and beneath the primeval trees, pitched their tents. 
The survey having been completed, no time was lost in locating 
the future home of each. This was done by ballot, each receiv­
ing 200 acres, a id besides one lot in a plot of 300 acres which 
was set apart for a village.

It is not possible in this paper to follow this interesting 
munity in their subsequent doings in the erection of the log 
cabin, the clearing the land of the stately trees, the preparation 
of the ground for planting and sowing seed, or to refer even to 
the hardships endured during the following years. They had 
been able to bring with them but few articles besides clothing, 
necessary for the comforts of the living. Rude was the furni­
ture, and altogether inadequate the implements supplied by 
government for the work of the pioneer, but they helped and 
encouraged each other with resolute wills and determination to 
succeed ; and succeed they did. And living as most of them 
did to a good old age, they saw in time a life of toil and hard­
ship crowned with comfort and prosperity, and died leaving to 
their children a rich heritage.

The time came when Adolphustown 
centre of Upper Canada. It is true Kingston was the great
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point to which the military and naval forces centred, which g__
that place a status that it could not otherwise have^ob- 
tained. But Adolphustown was really the centre of the settle­
ments in the central part of Canada, the midland district, 
consequently the law court was alternately held at Kingston 
and the Fourth Town, twice a year in each place. The first 
court in Adolphustown was held in the barn of Paul Huff, which 
served the purpose in summer. The next occasion was in winter, 
and some other building had to be procured. Application was 
made for the Methodist chapel. It was stated that some objection 
was made on the ground that a “ house of God should not be 
made a den of thieves,” referring, of course, to the prisoners, not 
to the legal gentlemen ; but, notwithstanding, the chapel ’ was 
readily granted for the second court held in Adolphustown. Sub­
sequently a court house was erected by subscription of the in­
habitants. 1 he building of the court house was followed by the 
growth of a village, and amongst its population were some "indi­
viduals whose names became househc Id words in every Canadian 
home. Adolphustown continued a place of importance for many 
years, and even after court ceased to be held, the village, by virtue 
of its situation and the standing of some of its inhabitants, re­
mained for a long time a place of no small repute.

( Adolphustown contributed during the first years of Upper 
Canada not a few worthy and noted individuals to the public 
service and welfare of t ie country. Indeed, this, the smallest 
of the townships, took the lead for many years in political, as 
well as other general matters relating to the country. At one 
general election four representatives were chosen from Adolphus­
town, namely, two Hagermans, Daniel and Christopher, Samuel 
Casey and Paul Peterson. Amongst others in Adolphustown 
who in the early days of the province were elected to 
Parliament were Thomas Borland, John Roblin, Dr. Willet 
Borland, Willet Casey, Henry Rattan, Samuel Casey, David 
Roblin, and John P. Roblin. The most noted 
these was that of ■ Hagerman. 
accompanied VanAlstine, 
and it was

ave

name amongst 
Nicholas Hagerman, who 

of liberal education, 
said had studied law in New York ; at all 

events he was one of the first lawyers to be appointed by the 
Crown in Upper Canada. He continued to live and practice 
law at Adolphustown until his death. He had three sons, 
Daniel, Christopher and Joseph, and two daughters. The writer’s 
parents attended school with the Hagerman children for many 
years and have often been he rd to speak especially of “ Chris,” 
who was a “ saucy boy,” and it may be mentioned that Chris 
did not forget his old schoolmates in after years when he wore 
the ermine. Whenever he visited Belleville to preside at the 
Court he would make them a visit.

Christopher Hagerman was a talented son of Canada, and
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U. E. Loyalist stood next to Chief Justice Robinson as one who 
graced the Bar and adorned the Bench. He was a pupil in Dr. 
Strachan’s famous school, and studied law with his father and in 
the office of Mr. McLean at Kingston. At the commencement of the 
War of 1812 he was a lieutenant in Captain Borland's com­
pany from Adolphustown on duty at Kingston. Shortly after 
lie was chosen aide-de-camp to the Governor-General. Hence­
forward his preferment was steady, his services being distin­
guished.

At the close of the war, the official gazette of Sept. 15th 
1815, announced the appointment of Christopher Alexander 
Hager man. Barrister-at-law, to Her Majesty’s Council in 
ami for the Province of Upper Canada. The subsequent career 
of this distinguished Canadian is sufficiently known to require 
no further attention in this paper.

In referring to persons of note who were proud to claim 
Adolphustown as the home of their youthful days, Canada’s 
greatest statesman must not be omitted. The Right Honourable 
Sir John A. Macdonald, although not born in the place, passed his 
juvenile years there, and attended the common school at Adolphus­
town. John A. was a lively boy in those days, and the writer 
has often heard his father relate amusing accounts of the boyish 
pranks played by the lad with raven locks and piercing merry 
eye. Adolphustown was never forgotten by Sir John ; it had a 
warm place in his heart, and was always spoken of when the 
writer chanced to meet him, when he would declare himself to be 
a “ Bay Canty Boy.”

There is not much, if any, space to say anything regarding 
Adolphustown in recent days ; but reference should be made to 
the noted “ lake on the mountain ” opposite Adolphustown, 
in Marysburg, at first known as Fifth Town, 
the prominently high shore close to the brink is a con­
siderable body of water. VanAlstine received from the 
Government here a tract of land containing 487 acres, including 
this lake, in 179G, which for the time was known as “ VanAl- 
stine’s Lake.” The surplus water flowed over the cliff to the 
Bay of Quinte, forming a beautiful cascade. But the needs of the 
settlers were of greater consideration than natural beauty. 
VanAlstine proceeded to cut a canal down the side of the hill 
to the waters of the Bay, and at the bottom built a flouring 
mill, the machinery of which was driven by the water coursing 
down the cut channel. This mill was a great boon to the in­
habitants for many miles on every side.
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Rogers- Ranger and Loyalist.
JiY WALTER ROGERS, B.A., BARRISTER, INNER TEMPLE, LONDON, ENG

Read before the United Empire Loyalists' Association of Ontario, at Toronto 
14th December, iSiji), by Lt.-Col. II. C. Rogers of Peterborough, Ont

The somewhat tardy justice which has neen done to the 
ory of the Loyalists of the American Revolution, although not, 
perhaps, directly attributable to the spirit of imperialism 
afoot, has, in point of time, coincided not inappropriately with 
that movement.

In his monumental work on
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now

the history of England in 
the eighteenth century, Mr. Lecky’s estimate of the character 
and position of the so-called Tories in the revolted colonies, 
has found a sufficiently ungrudging echo in the pages of not a 
few recent historical writers on this continent. In truth, Mr. 
Lecky s contention, “ that the Loyalists to a great extent sprang 
from and represented the old gentry of the country,” could, in the 
light of modern research, hardly be denied. American scholars 
of the type of Professor Hosmer of Washington, and Professor 
Tyler of Cornell, have amply, indeed generously, recognized 
this fact. It is to be regretted that the results of a century 
of misrepresentation concerning the Loyalists are still reflected 
in the tone of the more popular works on history dissem­
inated in the United States. It was, perhaps, to be expected 
that the representatives of a beaten cause could hardly look 
for panegyric at the hands of the owners of the confiscated 
property and their immediate descendants. The great migration 
which ensued upon the rebellion, has been more tha ï once com­
pared, both in the magnitude of its scale and the pathos of its 
cii cumstances, with the Huguenot exodus from France a century 
earlier.
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The efforts of this and of other kindred societies in the Domin­
ion, should do much towards supplying material for future stu­
dents of the inner history of the Loyalist migration. A few facts 
drawn, in so far as they are new, from documentary sources in 
the British Museum,* and from the Mar Office Correspondence^ 

preserved at the Record Office in London, may possibly prove 
not uninteresting, as a humble contribution towards the better 
understanding of the circumstances which attended the early 
settlement of part of this Province.

The founder of my own family in Upper Canada was my 
great-great-grandfather, Col. James Rogers. During the revolu-

now

Brit..Mus : Add. MSS.—21,820. Haldiniand Papers: Correspondence 
with Col. Rogers and Major Rogers.

t War Office, Original Correspondence, No. 5 : Rogers' King’s Rangers - 
Field Officers’ Papers—1779-1784.
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tionary war he had served for five years as commandant of a 
corps known as the King’s Rangers, which, during that time, 
formed part of the garrison of St. Johns, Quebec. This post 
commanded the northern outlet of the great waterway which 
connects the valley of the Hudson with that of the St. Lawrence. 
At the Peace, my ancestor settled with some two hundred of his 
disbanded soldiers upon the shores of the Bay of Quinte, he and 
his followers occupying what is known as the township of Fred­
ericksburg, (as well as part of an adjoining township.)*

The earliest recorded connection of this officer with Canada, 
however, dates from a quarter of a century earlier than the settle­
ment. Of that part of the so-called Seven Years’ War which was 
waged upon this continent, he saw service from the commence­
ment to the close.f

As a captain in command of a detachment of his more famous 
brother, Robert Rogers’ regiment—serving, however, independ- 
,itly of the main body—he took part in the campaigns in Cape 

Breton and Canada, under Wolfe and Amherst. He was present 
at the successive captures of Louisbourg, Quebec, and Montreal ; 
the steps by which Canada passed from French to English rule.

Before Montreal, the army of the St. Lawrence, in which he 
was acting, was joined by the forces from the south, in whose 
campaigns the main body of Rogers’ Rangers, eight hundred 
strong, under the command of his brother Robert, had played a 
somewhat conspicuous part.

Upon the capitulation of Montreal and the cession of Canada, 
this latter officer was despatched by the commander-in-chief 
upon the first British expedition, as such, up the great lakes. 
With two hundred of his rangers and a staff of executive 
officers, Robert Rogers made the voyage, in whaleboats, from 
Montreal to Detroit. The successive French posts upon the 
route were visited ; the white standard of the Bourbons was re­
placed by the flag of Great Britain, and allegiance tv, His 
Britannic Majesty exacted.

The story of this voyage has often been told, notably in the 
Major’s own military journals published in London in 1765, a 
work, which, with its companion volume, an account of North 
America, betraying an intimate knowledge of the continent from 
Labrador to the mouth of the Mississippi, has ever since been 
regarded as a valuable authority upon the geographical history 
of this country.

With the early and more brilliant part of the career of Robert 
Rogers, whose exploits as a partisan or light-infantry officer 611 
a large space in the history of the French and Pontiac Wars, we 
are not here immediately concerned. He has been the object of 
enthusiastic praise and of no less virulent detraction.

*Cannift" page 62.
I Haldimand MSS., J. R. to Haldimand, Oct. 20th, 1779.
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It is, however, a source of what, I trust, you will not regard 
as altogether unpardonable pride to my family and myselt, that 
one of our name should have been thus intimately concerned in 
a transaction which was virtually the inception, as part of the 
British Dominions, of what is now the Province of Ontario,—a 
province which, from its earliest settlement, has been our home.

The interval between the close of the Seven Years’ War, or, 
rather, of the Pontiac War, in which he also bore a part, and the 
revolt of the Colonies, was occupied by my great-great-grand­
father, James Rogers, in the building up of an estate in that 
part of the Province of New York which was subsequently 
erected into the State of Vermont. Partly by grant as a reward 
for his services, and partly by purchase, he acquired what was, 
in extent, a very considerable property, scattered from twenty 
miles west of the"Connecticut River to the shores of Lake Cham­
plain. The crown patent for some 22,000 acres of this estate in 
Windham County is still in the possession of the family. We 
know from a letter in the Haldimand Correspondence, dated 
1780, that the value he placed upon his property in the colonies 

between thirty and forty thousand pounds.* Frequent refer- 
in the same correspondence show that the position he 

had occupied in Vermont, previously to the revolution, was one of 
influence and authority. The respect in which he was held in 
the country that had formerly been his home, is testified to by 
the fact that even after the Peace, viz.: in the spring of 1784, he 
had been invited by the leading men of the State to pay a visit 
to Vermont in order to facilitate the removal of his wife and 
family to their new home in the British Dominions.

Notwithstanding the efforts of his friends, the reception which 
he met with was not unmixed with insult at the hands of the 

of the confiscated property, who now grasped the helm ; 
and the good man’s surprise and horror at the state of anarchy 
prevailing are depicted in his letter to the commander-in-chief 
on his return to his regiment at St. Johns.

Between the close of the French and Indian Wars, and until 
after the outbreak of the American revolution, the other brother, 
Robert Rogers, spent most of his time in England. Here his var­
ious books were publishedf and here he enjoyed a very considerable 
notoriety. In old magazines of the period, amidst chronicles
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17°S.L* The picture which Sir George Trevelyan has drawn, in his recent volume 
the American revolution, of the Utopian condition of colonial society in the 

days immediately preceding the rebellion, although perhaps foo highly coloured, 
is not without considerable foundation in fact The strong pro-American tone 
of the volume is perhaps only what was to be expected^ from the nephew ot 
Macaulay ana from the depositary par excellence of the Whig tradition, 

t Journals of Major Robert Rogers—London, 1765, 8vo 
A Concise Account of North America by Major Robert Rogers. London, 

176s, 8vo Dublin, 1770, izino.
Ponteach—A Tragedy—London, 1776.
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of ihe time, his exploits and his books find frequent mention.* 
The story of his prowess in the single-handed capture of a high- 
w yman went the round of the taverns. His portrait in full 
Ranger uniform, with Indians in the background, adorned the 
windows of the print-shops, and was even reproduced in Ger­
many. His tad figure, in half-pay officer's uniform, became a 
not unfamiliar object in the Court quarter of the town. He 
doubtedly enjoyed the patronage and favour of the King. One of 
his enemies writing in 1770 to Sir Williem Johnson, complains 
tuat “ Robert Rogers has the ear o ‘ the court ; that many of the 
great are pushing for him ; and that Mr. Fitzherbert, an officer 
high in the household of George III., is his particular friend.”+ 
Indeed, to the end he seems to have enjoyed the not entirely un­
equivocal distinction of King George’s approbation. Lord George 
Germaine, wr' ing to Gen. Howe as late as 177G, says, “ The 
King approves the arrangement you propose, in respect to 
adjutant-general and a quartermaster-general, and also your 
attention to Major Rogers, of whose firmness and fidelity 
have received further testimony from Governor Try on. ’t

George III.’s choice of instruments at this period, notably in 
the case of Lord George,§ himself, as Secretary for the Colonies, is 
not generally regarded as betraying exceptional political sagacity.

Notwithstanding the royal favour, which does not seem to have 
been alienated even by his alleged eccentricity in appearing for 
a wager on one occasion, at the King’s levee, in the buckskin 
gaiters worn by rangers during their woodland campaigns, 
Robert Rogers was probably more at home in the society of 
soldiers of fortune, where his prowess as a boon companion and 
raconteur was doubtless popular.

.In 1772 we find him writing from his lodgings at Spring Gar­
dens, Charing Cross.|| Soon after that, his superfluous energies 
found vent in foreign warfare. A true Captain Dalgetty, he 
fought in Northern Africa in the Algerine service. We know 
from a letter of Washington’s that he was assigned to service in 
the East Indies,* when the outbreak of hostilities in America 
recalled him to the scene of his earlier activities. That he ar­
rived in America with an open mind is not impossible. Unlike

un-
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* Gentleman's Magazine 1758, Mar, Aug., Oct.; 1760, Nov, Dec.; 
1765, Dec.

London Monthly Review, xxxiv-q-22-242. 
t Johnson MSS. xviii. 185-186.
Î American Archives, Fourth Ser., iv. 575.
$ Lord George Germaine, better known by his former name. Lord George 

Sackville, was the officer who, in command of the English cavalry at Minden, 
in a fit of spleen refused to charge and so marred the completeness of Prince 
Ferdinand's victory.

II Johnson MSS , xxi. 258.
1T Spark's 'Washington,’ iii. 440.
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his less brilliant but more substantial brother James, he was prob­
ably not the man to suffer gladly for a principle.

The conduct of the rebels, hov ever, forced him prematurely 
into the service which would, probably, in any event have ultim­
ately claimed him. Arrested shortly after his landing at Phila­
delphia, by order of the Pennsylvania Committee of Public Safety, 
he was submitted to the disposal of Congress. This body 
ordered his release on parole. His position as a half-pay officer, 
however, and his long identification with the royal service at­
tracted the suspicion of the more violent Whigs, who clamoured 
for his re-arrest, which was ultimately decided, upon. The indig­
nity of this second arrest was treated by him as a virtual release 
from his parole. Consigned by the Continental Congress as a 
prisoner to be dealt with by the New Hampshire Assembly, he 
was fortunate enough to effect his escape. Received within the 
English lines, he was offered by the commander-in-chief, Gen. 
Howe, the commission of colonel in the British service, which 
offer he accepted.

With remarkable celerity he succeeded in raising the regiment 
so honourably known in the history of the revolution as the 
Queen’s Rangers. This corps, to which very frequent reference 
has been made in the transactions of this Society, played, under 
his successor in the command, Colonel, afterwards Lieut.-General, 
Simcoe, a conspicuous part in the war, and subsequently, in the 
settlement of Upper Canada. Broken in health and possibly en­
feebled by a life of dissipation, a tendency to which seems to 
have been his real moral weakness, he retired from his command 
in the following winter and returned to England. The evil ex­
ample of dissipation and high play set at the headquarters camp 
between Bedford and Amboy, in the winter of 1776-77, was not 
without its effect upon the morale of the army. Bancroft even 
attributes the failure to crush Washington at Valley Forge in 
the following winter, to the eager pursuit of pleasure which dis­
tinguished Howe’s command.

Meanwhile the Revolution ran its course. The singular in­
capacity which marked the conduct of the English arms almost 
throughout, was responsible for reverse after reverse. Spas­
modic efforts to reinforce the army in America were made, and 
as the result of one of these, Robert Rogers arrived at New 
York in 1779 with instructions from home that he was to be 
again employed.

On May 1st 1779, he was commissioned by Sir Henry Clinton, 
Howe’s successor in the command-in-chief, to raise a regiment of 
two battalions to be known as the King’s Rangers. One bat­
talion seems to have been destined for service in the 
Province of Quebec ; the other for Halifax. In this regiment 
his brother James was gazetted major. A document in the 
War Office Correspondence shows that James Rogers’s appoint-
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ment dated June 2nd 1779, although there was a still 
earlier commission to the same rank dated May 1st 1778. 
Recruiting parties were sent out into the northern colonies, 
and a ship was chartered by government for the conveyance to 
Quebec of Major James Rogers and eleven officers* gazetted to 
the new corps. This vessel, the brigantine “Hawke,”—Capt 
Slaitor,—arrived at, Quebec in September 1779. The colonel, 
Robert Rogers, with a staff of officers, was conveyed in H.M.S. 
“ Blond to Penobscot. There he was present at the naval en- 

*n which the rebel fleet was destroyed, August 13th

Meanwhile, with the accustomed mismanagement at head­
quarters, no definite instructions were sent to General Haldimand, 
Commander-in-chief in Canada, as to the embodiment of the 

corps. So early as May 24th 1779, Lord Rawdon,—after­
wards Lord Hastings, Governor-General of India,—then 
acting as Adjutant-General to Clinton, wrote to Haldimand, 
indicating the probable appearance of Col. Robert Rogers within 
the latter s command. With official dread of exceeding his instruc­
tions, and fearful of provoking animosities regarding recruiting 
m the other corps in the province, Haldimand hesitated how 
to act.

Meanwhile, the numerous recruits coming in by the overland 
route, consigned to the King’s Rangers, had to be subsisted as 
best they might out of the unfortunate major’s own pocket. 
Ultimately, however, and upon his own authority, Haldimand 
placed the corps upon his own establishment. A scale of half- 
pay was arranged, and the Rangers were clothed in the régula­
it011 green uniforms of t. e provincial corps. From this time 
forward the King’s Rangeas garrisoned the post of St. Johns, 
sharing the barracks there at first with the 34th and, subse­
quently, with the 29th regiments of foot, f

The correspondence of James Rogers with the commander-in- 
chief in Canada, from 1779 to 1784, is still preserved in the Brit- 
ish Museum, and, together with fugitive letters of Robert Rogers, 
fills a substantial folio volume of manuscript. The “ Field Officers’ 
Letters of Rogers’ King’s Rangers ” are in the Record Office, 
London, removed there from the War Office Archives. The light

new

•Most of these were from one or other of the five battalions of Gen. Skin­
ner s brigade. Two are described as from the Queen's Rangers.

The army in Canada in 1781 consisted of the following troops : The 
oth, 29th, 31st, 34th, 44th, 53rd, 150 men of the 47th, a battalion of the 84th or 
Macleans Highland Emigrants, Sir John Johnson’s Royal Regiment, of New 
X?r , J®SSUPs Loyal Rangers, formerly the Loyal Americans, and Rogers’ 
King s Rangers. In addition to the above were the German troops, consisting 
chiefly of Brunswickers and Hessians. General Riedesel, in a plan communi­
cated to Clinton, about this time, for operations against the Ohio and 
Alleghany regions, estimates the total effective strength in Canada at 6000 
men.—Max Von Eckling's Memoir of Major General Riedesel.
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which these old documents throw upon the military history of 
the time is a curious one. The chief difficulties in the adminis­
tration of the corps seem to have arisen concerning the matter of 
recruiting and the intermingling of the accounts with those of 
Halifax, where the other detachment of the regiment was sta­
tioned. For the rest, James Rogers’s relations with his commander- 
in-chief are excellent. Repeated testimony to the confidence felt 
in his integrity at headquarters occurs in the correspondence. 
His long apprenticeship to warfare, his intimate knowledge of 
the country, and undoubted zeal for the King’s service con­
tributed to his usefulness at this frontier post. Various 
schemes of reconnaisanee and attack were, from time to time, 
submitted by him for his Excellency’s consideration, and ap­
proved. His advice is asked and taken. On more than one 
occasion he seems to have been employed, where a field officer’s 
services were demanded, upon mission^ of delicacy and importance. 
The growing despondency as to the issue of the war is apparent 
as time goes on. Incredulity as to the truth of the surrender at 
Yorktown is succeeded by consternatien when the news of the 
disaster is confirmed. At last, in November 1783, the King’s 
order for the disbanding of the loyalist troops arrives. It is ac­
companied by extracts from Lord North’s letters respecting the 
allotment of lands to the provincial troops and refugee loyalists 
then in the Province of Quebec.

Throughout the winter of 1783-84, preparations are made for 
the move westward in the following year. In the early spring, 
my great-great-grandfather paid that last visit to his former 
home, allusion to which has been made above. His wife, a 
daughter of the Rev. David McGregor of Londonderry, N.H.,* 
accompanied him on his return, to renew in the northern forests 
that life of exile which had been the lot of her family earlier in 
the century. Upon his return to St. Johns, leave is asked on be­
half of a number of incorporated and unincorporated loyalists, 
that an officer of the King’s Rangers and a detachment of ten 
or a dozen men may go to Cataraqui to reconnoitre. A pathetic 
touch, betraying the ignorance and bewilderment of those dis­
tracted times, occurs, where the commanding officer notifies the 
commande, in-chief of a report which he had come upon “amongst 
our common men, that the major was going to have them taken 
to Cataraqui and there made slaves.” Notwithstanding this 
alarming suggestion, confidence seems to have been restored ; and 
most of the King’s Rangers accompanied their old commander in 
that heroic advance into the wilderness, in search of a new home. 
Several of the officers remained at St. Johns, buying the ground 
on which their late barracks stood.

The tale of how the final allotment of the territory in the
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r Frontenac district was made, is set out in Grass’s narrative,* pre­
served by Dr. Ryerson. Grass, the pioneer of the district, 
chose the first township for his followers, Kingston ; Sir John 
Johnson, the second, Ernesttown ; Col. Rogers, the third, Fred­
ericksburg ; Major Vanalstine, the fourth, Adolphustcwn ; and 
Col. McDonell and his company, the fifth, Marysburgh ; “ and so 
after this manner the first settlement of loyalists in Canada 
made/’

i -

f I
f

t was
f In the pages of CannifFs work upon the “ Settlement of Up­

per Canada ”+ is preserved a story told by the late Dr. Armstrong, 
whose recollections dated back to the closing years of the 
eighteenth century. He remembered to have seen as a child, at 
my great-great-grandfather’s house at Fredericksburg, a quantity 
of old implements of war : broken firelocks, torn uniforms, and 
cannon-balls. Not a few relics of the soldier settlement still ex­
ist in the family, in the shape of rusty small-arms, obsolete 
powder-horns and flint lock pistols.

James Rogers passed away in the year 1792. His brother 
Robert had died in England eight years previously, and shortly 
after the close of the war.*

My great-great-grandfather was succeeded in his position in 
the settlement by his son, David McGregor Rogers, my great­
grandfather* who, for twenty-four years, represented his district 
in the early Houses of Assembly of Upper Canada. §

A recently recovered copy of the journal of the House of As­
sembly for 1801, which had been lost at the sacking of York, 
now Toronto, in 1813, records how after the House had met 
and the members subscribed the oath, a message was delivered 
by the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod. A brief and formal 
speech by His Excellency followed. Then :

“ David M. Rogers, Esquire, Knight representing the Counties 
of Hastings and Northumberland, stood up, and addressing him­
self to the clerk (who, standing up, pointed to him and then sut 
down) proposed to the House, for their speaker, the Honourable D. 
W. Smith, Esquire, in which motion he was seconded by the Hon. 
Henry Allcock, Esquire, one of the judges of the Court of King’s 
Bench, Knight representing the counties of Durham, Simcoe tnd 
the East Riding of York.”
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•Ryerson's “ Loyalists of British America,” 
tPage n8.
*1 have followed here the family tradition as to the date of Robert Rogers’s 

death. This places it in 1784. The writer of the article upon the life of Robert 
Rogers in the “ Dictionary of National Biography ”—London, 1897—places it 
in 1800, but in this he has followed Hough who. in his turn, evidently followed 
Sabine in the matter. There is no trace of his having lived after 1784, and 
everything, including the story in his family, points to his having died 
after his return from Halifax.

§See Morgan's “ Celebrated Canadians.”
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Speaker expressing “ his gratitude for the honour,” and “ there­
upon he sat down in the chair.” The House then adjourned.

David McGregor Rogers seems to have been a man of consider­
able force of character, uniting as he did the blood of his soldier- 
father with that of the Highland outlaws, which he owed to his 
mother, whose name he bore as part of his own. On one 
occasion he is said to have slain a wolf, the marauding tyrant 
of the district, with his oaken walking-stick. As a lad he had 
taken part in the migration,and upon his return to St. Johns years 
afterwards, he was invested with the dignity of an honorary chief­
tainship by the local Indians. He died at Grafton, Ontario, in 
1824, while still a member of the House of Assembly.

In the foregoing attempt to tender a small act of piety to the 
memory of my great-great-grandfather and of justice to that of 
his gifted, but erratic brother, I trust that I have not too far 
trespassed upon your forbearance.

In the recrudescence of the spirit of imperial expansion with 
which we are familiar to-day, it is a not unsatisfactory reflection 
for us, the offspring of the loyalists, that it was for an ideal 
which at present animates so large a section of the Anglo-Saxon 
race, that our ancestors were ready, more than a century ago, to 
sacrifice all that seemed to make life valuable.

What that ideal was has perhaps never been better formulated 
than in the words of the historian Lecky : “ It was the main­
tenance of one free industrial and pacific empire comprising the 
whole English race, holding the richest pla'ns of Asia in subjec­
tion, blending all that was most venerable in an ancient civiliza­
tion with the redundant energies of a youthful society, ead likely 
in a few generations to outstrip every competitor and acquire 
an indisputable ascendancy in the globe.”

“ Such an ideal,” he adds, in words which have been before 
quoted before this society, “ may have been a dream, but it 

was at least a noble one, and there were Americans who were 
prepared to make any personal sacrifice rather than assist in 
destroying it.”
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