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July 2iat, 1932,

t

■ '“.ti

Dr, F, C. Harrison.
■

My dear Dr. Harrison,

■
It is a pleasure for 

the Board at Its Meeting yesterday 
to supplement tho Carnegie pension, 
will remove any worry you have, 
when you come to town.

ae to tell you that
was very pleased

m2 hope this action;

Please come to ooe me

ny -t now eatress to you my personal 
appreciation of your kindness in glaing to the Royal 
Victoria Col loge the nice gift of furniture.

«

Ever your s faithfully*

H
Principal,

I

I ■

■
f|I

II
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July 15, 1832.

My dear Dr. ïiarrieon,
I an very sorry that I did not see 

you during the few days you were in Montreal. I feel 
that the blanc lies altogether with me and I have a 
guilty conscience.
intending to leave the city, and was waiting for a 
convenient time when I could h ve a long chat with 

I appreciate your kindness in calling and

..

I ; ■
I did not realize that you were

you.
very much regret not seeing you.

I shall at once taka up the matter
you have raised In your letter and write you in the 
near future.
Carnegie Pension amounts to only a little over $85 
a month.
I promise you that I will see what opr be done, 
you say, an unexpectedly very much reduced pension 
from the Foundation e.nC none from the University is 
a poor recompense for one who made the contribution 
you did to the feme and welfare of McGill and to 
education generally.

1 am astonished to learn that your
J This is the first I have hner of it and

ASmm

m

Ever yours faithfully,
m ■ -

I'i!

Signed A.V'.Currio.
Principal#

Copy

■itSIS
m

mmm
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Mar oh 
Thirtieth 
19:32.

, /

Br. ?. 2. Harrison,
Principal, Macdonald College, 
te. Arme de Bellevue, :.ue. f.

Dear Dr. Harrison : -

.©plying to your letter of
vou tn v tn +1, ter& „ 7ou** "be advisable for
and III to°any othlr ^r|oalta«or TT0va 'inntin institutions in TTew Brunswickin ilZoîT^S ?°u 00alî f-^ve any Influence 
I » only lorny *> «°E“.t0 Maodonaia College.
Of 0ourse mn't °f’rl°t so with yon. ïhi».urae' mU lt not t>o at your own expense.

March . I

pntnft1 ~ J;'^e closing exercises for theScience t d^i°A+r8 ?ir,d the •cho°1 of Household 
hlitl!* 1 do not see any objection to their
a®d preside”!^* s 8hr11 1)6 ver^ ^ d to out 

- cl preside on ednesday, the. 7th of June.

Yours faithfully,

\

n
\ 'Principal.

\

___________________-tan

■:

m

m

v;

:

SSi

CD 
<Do 

C+

v



m __________________________________im
8 [ûu

Vr-j}. ; ij

Uir°.I

November 
Twenty-fourth 1931.

■ 7«
m

\

i7

Private and Confidential.

I have hear'' charges 
they were tore particular- 
school For The Training )

■ , 1 <>’ .x re to obtain Hot qtt
iiiiii l^o^ur^°7. æ1;? 7fomiastaff ;..or some years and doubtless know most of tho^ e who are now o- the - U ff. I also know that 
before you were President of the British -olnmbis you :ere .Dear of the Pac ity of ‘ ^gj*l®ulturj. Your. jh J shall
I®1?® and in expressing it I voalft lire you
1,0 L® "B ftftnk as possible.

of

- believe that before the ar you
f 5"Jh c^i^îrSvLces^hich

fulf«m ~ . opinion that the College vas noto7a of -hJ \D D10”- : 40 rot think anythin's.
Æ'W.SÎf

•«■ms vs':: si,

had associated

sati?fl°d r'enil>e2‘aFef °the ^ tZff have not' been&t Y'

K*}?.
£5.^1^ VS*

>

. ^ '1 J
!

Dear President Klinok:-

Preside^t L. F. Dli^ck, 
University of British :olunMa 
Vancouver, P. c.
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President I.^.Klinok 2

__

;

Principe!.

. of Teachers. On investigation I have found in 
case that-the charges did not hold water. I have
onLenyÆo
r in£-c th® bottom of it. i hav. Uso “
haap.hia very Mrio-asHy oorsured for a op.so of 
uypnoid which occurred there, hut aften
*ES°^. *hX ’o::ehMd^'ainoaaSîe0”’"t9i3 t0 3de hat the water was free from impurities.

every

s* Si: %

SSSSrr -rr~ • $,098^>leWKwuse?iftllowli®to 
continue,it will only ~et worse.
harmony in the staff there 
efficiency.

Where there is no
cannot he the greatest

I

. . , , < o uId 3.1 so h® ohliped fo >* franlr
Oollece8m the 8ttrÿic^^ at Haodonald
tr- at> ~d ■- rroat plant, there which ou-ht

J& 1 to u/ie dullest tnd host advantage.

■e thiiv ««r , jîJJ-treal is in the grip of real winter 
salubritVS5 ?rn 1/10139 : ^ten think of the
you the rhile7anoouver 8 climate. somewhat envying

i

V.ith all .good wiîhea, I am, 

Yours faithfully.

v;;
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%LorOFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

VANCOUVER, CANADA

.1 December 9-I921.

Confidential

Sir Arthur Gurrie,

Principal, lie dll University,

Montreal, 0 anoda.

Dear Principal Currie:

Although I have been associated with Principal Harrison 
more or less closely for the past twenty-two years, I find it 
extremely difficult to give a just appreciation of him and of 
his services to Macdonald College. This is due in large 
measure, to the fact that I do not really know him and I should 
perhaps add, that the responsibility for this may not rest 
wholly with Dr. Harrison.

I

■

You ask me what lies back of the dissatisfaction among 
the staff and what is, at bottom, the occasion for the dis­
quieting rumors which sometimes reach you from the public. As I 
see it, the reason, so far as it may be attributed to Dr. 
Harrison, lies in his personality. Dr. Harrison is a scientist, 
not an administrator- at least not a public administrator, 
has failed to gain the confidence of the original staff and 
has been equally unsuccessful in his honest endeavor to retain 
the loyal support and cooperation of those members who have 
been appointed during his administration. I regard it as 
little less than a tragedy in the life of Dr. Harrison that 
attempts on his part to make himself acceptable to his staff, 
and to at least one part of the constituency of the College 
and of the Province, only seem to accentuate an unfortunate con­
dition rather than to relieve it.

ne

Is
S:h:;

-

.when I say these things, I am not unmindful of the fact 
that there are certain elements in the situation at Macdonald 
which make the position of Principal an extremely difficult one. 
Some of the dissatisfaction arises from conditions inherent 
in the situation and so is largely beyond the control of the

g'-
S

I
m■
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Sir Arthur C-arrie-2-
:

responsible head, 
these factors, candor compels me to reply in a way calculated 
to give you an adverse opinion, although, as you have seen, 
that opinion is not unmixed with appreciation of some of the 
difficulties and with a high personal regard for Dr .Harrison 
as a scientist.

But when due alio wane e has been made f or

I am preparing a criticism of the curriculum of 
Llacdonald College and shall hope to have it ready in the course 
of a few days.

p5fj Yours very truly,
a

XT A /

• i

.

*



.Er* P. G. Harrison, 
Principal, Macdonald College 
f te. Anne de relievue, ;ue.

MS

■

.

Eear Er. Harrison
I do not know what you thought 

of the conference last Saturday morning. That is 
something which we may discuss further when I next 
visit Macdonald College, which I intend to dorext 
r,aturday morning. I hope to go out on the 10.05 
train to have lunch with you and to meet in the 
afternoon Mr. Beatty and Mr. Cowan, who are going 
out for the purpose of having a look ahout the 
plant*

Then I go on Saturday morning I 
hope to see Professor Barton and the other members 
of the staff .?hom I was unable to see the other 
afternoon.

|

O,

i

December
Seventh
1921-.

\

Regarding last Saturday's con­
ference, you remember, we spoke of a committee of 
the heads of the different Departments at Macdonald 
to consider the femulations which should be set up 
governing the domestic life of the College. I 
think it would be a p-ood thing if you would establish 
that committee at once and have a meeting at the 
earliest possible moment, allowing the heads of 
departments every facility to state what they consider 
mimht be done to make the atmosphere of the College 
as desirable as possible.

<

f

i m

BE

■

m
m

■

m-mm

* 
I

\



«

t

!

!
'

x

Z
I I

I

,

I

\

r
/

I

Br. F.C.Harrison. 2 -

You will re ember, also, that I 
promised the Protestant Committee that.I would 
appoint a small sub-committee to meet a small 
sub-committee of theirs to consider further 
matters relative to the School for the Training 
of Teachers at Macdonald, who do you think should 
be our Representatives on that small sub-committee?

■■
t

, Yours faithfully» '
I

\ ■I

Principal.
I

■

_________________________

: •
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December
Sixteenth

1921.

Br. 5'. G. Harrison, 
principal, : acdo-ald College, 
lïuodonalcl College, aie.

■
: ' ■>

Bear I>r. Harrison:- )
When I attended a meeting of 

the Protestant Committee of the Department of 
Public Instruction, I heard a statement made in 
oonneotion with the School Fairs that Macdonald 
College had been doing t in at an excessive cost.

I do not know just what was meant, 
hut the words ’excessive cost1 struck me, 
especially in the light of our financial diffi­
culties
are run hy the Department of agriculture in every 
district where that Department has a representative, 
hut in those districts v. here there are no repré­
sentât Ives ( some four in number )we arrange for 
these Fairs. I believe they have done a great 
deal of good, hut I think the cost should he home 
altogether by the Department of .grioulture.

•As I understand it these 'ohool Fairs
-.

-

<

Yours faithfully,
I

XI t

Principal.-
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'"ovember
Seventeenth

1921.
■ - /
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|

Br. F. c. Harris,on,
Principal, Macdonald College,

i
f

Dea- Dr. Harrison:- t

you C oopy of s l iiir'.’t 1°the four Operating. IJ coloei^ Oolî^for ardof

on Si™* “s icl^ffeb were able 
congratulate you

f
■

ythat ‘ n„ Srf ® -J interest you else to learnPlan tat 1av»o ~ °l the United States lubber to , lalitl ll :ln°' Pf ra Yo^ City, makes the 
n‘i;,e,.Mf t-tement his report to hie Company:• orvfof Îhî Montreal, one vieiting the"

5 ri^dl'n Consolida ted Bull er Company:hnir,e »• 0#uw »?
■a at ate. ■—o. he ;i„e3t'-visiltptlon of its kind X have seen

I

i
-v

i ^ïï.is.X'srsMLyihs.saær-
Yours faithfully, %
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On behalf of the Board of Governors 
of the Theological Colleges,

Faithfully yours,

D.L. Titohie,(Signed )

Dean*

COLLSCSS.

RSSOLUTIOI?

:

BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF CC~QPEB..TIHS TSSOLOGICAL
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Seventeenth

1921. KS
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S"EE-F''”:-Toronto, Ont.
of Ontario,

■
Bear Sir:-

in iuiry of the 2jLa%ti™®Ï£wed^*rî0?ipt of 70ur ' 
log to same. , ' ro?ret delay ln reply-

of the xuma r ^ehool^for the ^otmeeraent
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aith tha exoeptio *of tïî *5®, Particulars you iesire,
?loomed tfc£tb&tr*r5e? "«*?/ r^-erc,. i
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the He eolation "V5 ;'*s a eaccosa is proven by
Chairman of the :>l0arfl of ni® ^U3t re3oived from the 
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QItje Mortal Brntirt1 (Enmtril
of Ontario

TELEPHONE
ADELAIDE 5163

Hon. Treasurer:
MR. D. A. DUNLAP

Hon. presidents:
HON. E. C. DRURY

PREMIER OF ONTARIO

jiururpuratfh General Secretary :
GILBERT AGAR, B.A.

RT. REV. J. F. SWEENY. D.D.
LORD BISHOP OF TORONTO

152 BAY STREET. TORONTO

President:
REV. GEO. C. PIDGEON, D.D.

October 22nd. 1921Sir Arthur Currie, 
Me Grill University, 
Montreal, Quebec,

-

Dear Sir :

In accordance with instructions 1 am 

forwarding the enclosed resolution which was passed

School for Rural Leadership held at the

1

at the Summer

Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, July 25, to August 

[there were present 144 from all over the
■

■ 4, 1921.

Province.

We would be glad to hear what action, if any, 

is taken in this matter.
■ Yours very sincerely,$ :

■
\

Seer etar y-lTeasur er ,

Rural Community Life Movement of Ontario.a?.

S
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General
Theological
Normal

Institutions offering 
Institutions not offering 
No reply received

courses
courses

Institutions offering 
Institutions not offering 
No reply received

courses
courses

That a copy of this resolution he sent to the Board of Governors 
and Dean of Faculties of all of our larger Educational Institutions, 
General Theological and Normal."

In view of the increasing recognition of the importance of rural 
problems we would urge the early establishment of chairs of rural sociology 
in all of our leading educational institutions*

367Total

P10FESSORS OF RURAL SOCIOLOGY

TOTAL NUMBER 0^ INSTITUTIONS OFFERING COURSES 319 
TOTAL NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS NOT OFFERING COURSES 536

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Institutions offering courses 
Institutions not offering 
No reply received

51
92courses
hi

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS.

general educational institutions.

The replies were as follows:

'"'ould ask "them to note the prominence being given to 
Rural Sociology in the States of the Union.

to the fact that practically no provision has been or is being made to 
give instruction in rural sociology.

ggSJLPTION PASSED AT THE SUMMER SCHOOL FOR RURAL LÏ \ ,£R ,P r 
22L2 Ai ™E ONTARIO AGRICULTURAL COiiSGE ~ " ~"

GUELPH, July 25th to August iith, 1921.
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Reprinted from The Journal of Bacteriology 
Vol. VII, No. 2, March, 1922

OUR SOCIETY1
s

F. C. HARRISON

Principal, Macdonald College, P. Q., Canada 

INTRODUCTION

The constitution of our Society states that the object of the 
Society shall be the promotion of the science of bacteriology, the 
bringing together of American bacteriologists, the demonstra­
tion and discussion of bacteriological methods, and the considera­
tion of subjects of common interest: Thus, in accord with other 
scientific societies, its ultimate object is to make life a better 
thing than it is, to help in the service of man, and to attempt in 
some small measure to attain what Aristotle in Book III of 
The Republic has expressed that:

I

av
?■|

Our youth will dwell in a land of health, amid fair sights and 
sounds and receive the good in everything; and beauty, the effluence 
of fair works, shall flow into the eye and ear like a health giving 
breeze from a pure region and insensibly draw the soul from earliest 
years into likeness and sympathy with the beauty of reason.

To accomplish these benefits, our work lies ready to our hands, 
but our strength may be the greater and our faith the firmer if 
we spare a moment from present toils to look back upon the 
achievements of the past, to gather strength and encouragement 
before confronting the future.

the Society was founded in 1900, under the presidency of the 
late Prof. W. T. Sedgwick, a great teacher, an inspiring investi­
gator and a kindly spirit that radiated good will and courteous 
consideration to others. In the two decades just past the Society 
has increased in stature and in wisdom and in favor with fellow 
workers.

IS■■
a:

IS
■

s

1 Address of the President at the Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the Society 
of American Bacteriologists.

■
fiv:. ■
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The membership has grown from fifty in 1900 to over one 
thousand in 1921. The Society has tasted the joy that springs 
from labor, and perhaps its greatest achievement has been the 
establishment of the Journal and Abstracts which are to 
our workers ports and happy havens indeed. Further achieve­
ments of happy memory and daily use to the teacher and in­
vestigator are the Society’s card, the standard methods of many 
routine proceedings; some order out of the chaos of bacteriologi­
cal nomenclature; and the commencement of work on standardiz­
ing materials and methods.

The recital of the past is an augury for the future. Can we, 
at this time, suggest a policy for our Society? Are we able to 
plan a cooperation of efforts which will interest all members, 
for each to give something of himself for the good of the Society, 
and for the benefit of human life and effort?

“The keen spirit seizes the prompt occasion—makes the 
thought start into instant action, and at once plans and performs, 
resolves and executes.”

May I, therefore, take this opportunity of placing before you 
a few thoughts regarding the future.

I. STEADY CAMPAIGN FOR MEMBERSHIP, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
WHERE POSSIBLE OF LOCAL BRANCHES

Thanks to the activity of Dr. Ayers and his committee, there 
has been this year a large increase in membership. But we must 
have more, if the plans outlined for a larger journal are to be 
carried out; a large membership is fundamental and when ob­
tained many other things will follow in consequence.

We have started a number of local branches. No scheme 
offers better prospects of success for keeping the interest in the 
Society between annual meetings. Every endeavour should be 
made to increase these local organizations for, besides interest, 
they afford opportunity for social meetings, arouse a feeling of 
professional solidarity and permit of more frequent contributions 
to our science. Further, by enlarging the field from which 
members are drawn, the danger of narrow specialization is 
avoided, and members of the local branches will be given a broader 
outlook.

i
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II. IMPROVEMENT OF THE JOURNAL AND ABSTRACTS

When so much has been done in establishing these two im­
portant journals and bringing them to their present state of ex­
cellence, any drastic criticism would be a task of supererogation. 
I mention this matter, however, because our Secretary, in his 
circular letter dated October 25, 1921, stated that the Editor 
must have more space in order that papers offered for publica­
tion may appear more promptly. In order to make the Journal 
of Bacteriology a monthly periodical, there must be an increase 
of membership to 1500, or else other means must be adopted, and 
several alternate suggestions are set forth.

All of us would like to see the size of the Journal increased 
and regular publication guaranteed; these benefits can best be 
obtained only by an increase of membership. If our publica­
tions maintain a high standard of excellence, their worth will 
ensure more subscriptions from foreign countries.

Each member should be personally interested in the success of 
these journals, and should see that they attain a wider field of 
usefulness. Judicious and frequent suggestions to libraries that 
do not take them, bringing them to the notice of medical men 
and others interested in cognate subjects would help to adver­
tise and undoubtedly secure subscribers.

III. PROVISION FOR CRITIQUES AND RÉSUMÉS

Abstracts at present is filled with references and short ré­
sumés of work done by bacteriologists all over the world.

I suggest that it would be of considerable interest 
for critiques or comprehensive résumés

to arrange 
many subjects, to be 

written by students of particular groups. For example: a 
comprehensive summary of the literature on the decomposition 
of cellulose; botulism; the carrier of infection, etc. Such reviews 
would be of great value to students, save much time in hunting 
up references,, and bring the subject up to date. If written in 
a judicial spirit, the writer would be able to size up the situation, 
and give an appreciation of the subject as a whole.

If possible, such contributors should be paid.
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IV. CARD INDEX COMPILED FROM ABSTRACTS

The Library of Congress prepares and issues a card index of 
books and periodicals. The United States Office of Experiment 
Stations issues a card index of all its publications and that of the 
experiment stations. Would it be possible, and would it fill 
a need, if the editors of Abstracts prepared a card index of the 
papers’abstracted? The basis of subscription would have to be 
the individual card. Laboratories might arrange to subscribe 
according to the titles and sub-titles of the table of contents of 
Abstracts.

General bacteriology should interest all. Agricultural colleges 
would naturally desire the card index for dairy, soil, and plant 
bacteriology. Public health laboratories should be interested 
in water, sewage and food bacteriology and health board labora­
tory methods and so on.

Prompt service as regular as the issue of Abstracts would be 
possible.

How many would be willing to subscribe for such a service.

COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR SOCIETY AND THE AMERICAN 

PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

In some regards our Society and the laboratory section of the 
American Public Health Association cover similar subjects. 
Both organizations have attempted to standardise technique and 
methods, both have published so-called standard methods. 
Members of our Society have been prominent in the American 
Public Health Association and vice versa. I suggest that some 
form of cooperation be instituted which would prevent any 
useless duplication of work. The two societies should work 
together, for in unity there is strength, and projects to be initi­
ated by each might well be considered jointly, not necessarily 
by the whole society in convention, but at any rate by responsi­
ble committees of each.

mm

v.
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VI. A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF METHODS AND MATERIALS

Valuable work has been done by committees of the Society who 
have given their labor and time ungrudgingly in order to work 
out methods or examine materials. I mention this here because 
I believe that a more comprehensive survey of methods and 
material would be of great value. In biological problems 
cannot hope for the minute exactness of the chemist, but the 
chemist has his standard and authorised methods, which he 
dare not depart from. When a method is being improved or 
a new one instituted a committee and official referee is appointed, 
and a thorough test, often extending over years, is given. It 
seems that such methods would be helpful in bacteriological 
technique and help to ward aside many criticisms that are at 
present levelled at us. The Society might add to the committees 
already at work, and assign more problems to be worked out for 
the common good.

v

we

ivife
I «I

:

t
VII. BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT

The Chemists Club of New York city has managed 
ployment agency since 1913 with marked success. I have fre­
quently availed myself of its services with satisfaction to all 
concerned, and I suggest that our society might organize and 

similar bureau. If this employment bureau were incorporated 
as a membership corporation” no person could benefit by the 
profits but any such accruing would go to the Society. Such 
organization, if carefully organized and conservatively run, should 
be of great service to those in administrative positions, or heads 
of departments desiring to obtain assistance, not to mention 
those aspirants to bacteriological fame who desire to place a foot 
on the first rung of the ladder of employment opportunity. 
Certain large employers of trained bacteriologists, such as the 
health departments of large cities, could file their specific needs 
with the bureau, and these organizations could be kept informed 
of any men coming on the list who were specially fitted for their 
particular line of work.

an em-!
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VIII. A BACTERIOLOGICAL MUSEUM

The American Museum of Natural History in New York has 
maintained a bacteriological museum under the skilled super­
vision of Prof. C.-E. A. Winslow. This has been a valuable 
asset to members of the Society, and should have support. 
Some of the older members may remember the Museum which 
Krai maintained in Prag, and the fine series of museum speci­
mens and photographs he used to prepare. Krai’s collection was 

helpful to teachers and investigators, and has now been1 very
moved to Vienna.

The Society should have a museum, which should serve as a 
repository for all type species of organism described in 
literature; further, I suggest that part of the work of such a 

would be to keep up the pathogenicity of organisms 
of economic importance, or those used for teaching. I1 or several 
years I have sought plant pathogens of known virulence, for class 
work, but have received organisms devoid of pathogenicity, to the 
disappointment of the classes, and the possible loss of faith in one s

our

museum

veracity.
If the American Natural History Museum will undertake this 

work, nothing more need be done by the Society, save to let all 
members know what services the museum can render. If, how­
ever, some measure of support is necessary, I trust that the Society 
will investigate in what way the interests of its members can best 
be served, and make proper business arrangements with the 
Museum.

I suggest also another function for a museum, that of a

IX. BACTERIOLOGICAL CLEARING HOUSE

You are all aware of the functions of a clearing house in a large 
city, an organization the members of which meet daily and pass 
through the various cheques and transactions of many banks.

Something similar would be valuable to the bacteriologist. 
I presume that many of you have had similar experiences to my 
own. Working on a particular problem, or doing some routine 
work, such as water or milk analysis, you find occasionally an

uA
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organism that attracts your interest by some peculiarity or 
abnormality. You isolate it, and put it by, with the intention 
that at some convenient season you will investigate it further 
but alas, procrastination is the thief of time; the convenient 
season does not come, and the organism probably dies of exhaus­
tion, starved by inattention to its material needs.

Now, if we had a clearing house the course would be different 
* ou would say, candidly, I have not the time to work out this 
organism; it is interesting on account of its morphology or some 
peculiarity of its culture; I shall send it to the clearing house 
with a note as to where it was found, and its peculiarities. It is 
therefore, duly dispatched, and on arrival at the clearing house’ 
those m charge will read the letter and note the peculiarities! 
and will say, send this to John Doe, he is interested in this line 
and is working on this particular group, or investigating this 
irregularity, etc., or failing a student of this group, the organism 
might be investigated by those in charge of the clearing h 

lhis is a function that

»

ouse.

w^k Htt y mg ïf^ “ d=Partmmt barged with such 
work. If this were possible it would be a great asset to our Society.
™^2Grj^.be p^ble to—

a

X. A NEW DETERMINATIVE

sv^r;f T ?° t1eaCh a?d those who are engaged in general or 
infspecies StUdl6S' kn0W the difficulties experienced in determin-

Irantic search of Chester, Migula, Matzuschita, of mono­
graphs here, of periodicals there, often fail to give any information 
or assistance on the points we desire, and then 
inadequate nature of our descriptions and 
for they are numerous.

the Society, through the interest of some of its members, has 
taken cognizance of the chaos in classification and has adopted 
certain revisions which are helpful.

BACTERIOLOGY

we realise the 
our classifications,

'W v:
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The Society also has a chart that has undergone a number of 
revisions, and which in its present form represents what is 
sidered necessary for a proper description of an organism. These 
two contributions are excellent, but not enough. We want full 
descriptions as per Society chart of all known organisms, and we 
want them properly named and classified according to our latest 
classification. Here then is a splendid task for the Society, 
a task seemingly of great magnitude, but with proper organiza­
tion and cooperation we should be able to surmount all obstacles, 
and produce a new determinative bacteriology approved by the 
Society, and all interested in bacteriology. Such a publication 
from its intrinsic value wrould find a place in every laboratoiy and 
succeeding generations of students and workers would rise up 
and call us blessed.

We have a membership of a thousand. If each one would pledge 
himself to give a full description of an organism assigned to him, 
what a magnificent start it would be. I trust the Society will 
accept this suggestion and formulate the necessary committees.

XI. TEACHING PROPAGANDA FOR BACTERIOLOGY

A subject, the study of which may not only serve on account of 
its educational value by enlarging our knowledge of nature and 
training the powers of observation and judgment, but also 
because of its sheer practical utility as the servant of medicine, 
pathology, sanitation, industry, agriculture, and household life; 
should have a well defined place in all our colleges and univer­
sities, and possibly in secondary schools. Yet we find that it is 
not mentioned in the curriculum of eight of our agricultura 
colleges. In many medical colleges it takes a subordinate place, 
and in many institutions having comprehensive courses in botany 
and zoology no course is given in bacteriology. Surely this is 
not right. Several past presidents of our Society have spoken 
about the value of the subject from the educational and practi­
cal aspects, notably the late Prof. W. T. Sedgwick and Pro­
fessors Bergey, Marshall and Jordan, and there are excellent 
references in our literature as to the place the subject ought to

156
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hold in our halls of research and learning. Therefore, all members 
of this Society should carry 
an a

t incessantly and enthusiastically 
ctive propaganda for bacteriology, for more bacteriology, and 

tor still more bacteriology until the subject becomes more wide­
spread in its benediction and embraces all classes and all institu­
tions of secondary and higher learning.

A subject, which has achieved so much for the relief of suffering 
and the prevention of disease and whose effective progress and 
definite mission can be measured almost daily merits the early 
attention of the pupil and student.

Let us remember the words of the Greek philosopher, Prodicus
that which benefits human life is God.”

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, let me state that I have made these suggestions 
m the hope that they will be freely discussed by our members 
We have a live Society, we are all interested in a subject that has 
advanced m the last forty years by leaps and bounds, there is 
much to investigate and nothing can provide an investigator with 
quite so pleasant a decoy as the persuasion that his chosen theme 
is m the nature of virgin soil. Here is a true adventure of the 
spin , for he is adding a few sovereign grains of gold to the riches, 
or his science for the enrichment of present life.

on
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If little labour little are our gaines;
Man’s fortunes are according to his paines.

—Herrick
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MACDONALD COLLEGE
Railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE

POST OFFICE:

MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE., CANADA

15th July, 1926.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K. C.3., 

Principal, McGill University,

Montreal, Que.

Bear Sir Arthur

On September 30th next I shall have completed twenty- 

one years1 service in the employment of Macdonald College.

On my appointment as Professor of Bacteriology I came 

to Ste. Anne's at the time the foundations of the College Building 

were being put in, and during the course of constimetion I made all 

the plans and drawings for the fittings of all laboratories; 

superintended the installation of all gas, water, steam, lighting, 

etc.; ordered apparatus, etc.; and designed all furniture and 

other installations in all the buildings, 

books for the College library, ordered them and saw to their

I also prepared the general plan of the campus and 

Por three years after the college was started I 

fulfilled the duties of Professor of Bacteriology and when 

Br. Robertson left I was asked to take charge as acting Principal.

I went to Sir Y/illiam Macdonald and expressed the hope 

that he would give me his support and was told by him that he hated

In spite of this handicap, I 

The first year

I assumed charge I reduced the deficit by v55,000 and after two

I prepared the list of

cataloguing, 

its planting.

the very name of Macdonald College, 

think that in due time I obtained his confidence.



15th July, 1926.Sir Arthur Currie , G.C.M.G., K. C.B.
2

The confidence thatyeara of acting rank was made Principal.
Sir William Macdonald had in my administration is proved hy his
subsequent donations - the most important of these being :-

1. One million dollars to the endowment fund.
2. The erection of eleven new houses.
3. The purchase of four other houses.
4. The installation of a water filtration plant.
5. The purchase of 220 acres of extra land.
6. At Sir 7/ill iam's death the bequest of another

million to the endowment fund.
Although I asked to be relieved of some of my duties 

my request was not granted, and until last year I filled the three 
offices : Principal, Dean of the Agricultural Faculty and Professor 
of Bacteriology, and in doing this for some eighteen years I have

I have neversaved the College several thousand dollars a. year, 
taken more than two weeks' holiday during this time, and for the
past ten years have had summer courses which I inaugurated and which

During my administration as Principal I can 
safely say there has been no reproach made on account of its being

that the college has been economically 
As Dean of the Agricultural

I have never missed.

a oo-educational institution;
run with surpluses every year but one.
Faculty {there were fat years and lean as regards students; 
years immediately preceding the war there were more students than

the

The falling
off in numbers has been due to conditions which are well known, 
and which I have analysed and reported on from time to time.

As Professor of Bacteriology I have never given less 
than six lectures a week, frequently many more, with the addition

we could accommodate and classes had to be divided.



Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 15th July, 1926.

3

of considerable laboratory work. I have published many original 
papers during these years more than any two others of the senior

members of the staff, a list of these may be inspected in 
office.

your
imong the most important have been the life history of

the 1^g^^^,eria, a method of growing them for distribution to 

farmers followed by all commercial firms

comprehensive study of the Montreal milk

\
at the present time; 

supply which called

a

attention to the poor conditions existing and has resulted in
bringing in much needed reforms. The investigation of two of
Oamda's export products, dried ood fish and canned lobster! 

remedies have been outlined as a result of these studies which have

- an estimate of

me the study has saved the industry

enabled the trade to produce a better product

some well-known packers informs 

half-a-million a year.

■‘•ke "burden of these multifarious duties has been heavy, 

I am

may be relieved of all administrative 

and such arrangements made as will 

my time to research work and the training of

and of late years I have not been in the best of health, 
therefore asking you if I

duties at Macdonald College, 

permit me to devote 

graduate students.

lîaturally after being associated with Macdonald College 

since its commencement in 1905 

believe that 

for many years,

my thanks for their support in the past,

I have many regrets at leaving, but 

you will appreciate the heavy load I have been carrying
and that you will express to the Board of Governors

and hope that this action



1
4m

ifc: Sir .Arthur Currie , G. C.M. G., K. 0.3. 15 th Jul3r, 1926.'

will meet with their support and endorsation without undue sacrifice 

in my financial cond.ition.

Finally, I wish to express to you, Sir, my hearty thanks 

for your kindness, and the friendship you have so generously mani­

fested since you came to McGill.

■■
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Sincerely yours,

/'

/
z ■ft

Principal.

L.
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HENRY BIRKS & SONS 

PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL

1.ont real, Sept. 5th, 1925.
Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University. 
CITY.

mâ
Dear Sir Arthur

You and I will probably cross in mid- 
as I understand you sail from Liverpool on the 11th 
the same day that I sail from Quebec to spend the * 
winter in the Old Country.

ThlS 18 n°t onl'/ to -elcome you and your family
"hat’thP , th! opportunity of expressing the hope
ohat the relieving of Dr.Harrison of the Principal ship 
at Macdonald College can be done in a way to save hisP 
amour propre “ .

ocean

duate Studies and Research when Dr.Ruttan

in

re signs.
I see that Dr.Harrison 

year.
i s age is 55 while Dr.Ruttanis in his 70th

I, of course, do not wish to give any hint to hurry 
s resignation.iDr.Ruttan

With kind regards,

Yours faithfully,

KG :HB. ■«—__

• jm.. ’
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