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Y{ote and Gomment.

It isx but natural for the straight laced
and deep dyed in the wool party papers
vi the Government persuasion to appiaud
everything that the Government does,
whetlhier good or bad, but it is a pity
tilat the independent papers should have
beeir mislead into expressing a sweeping
approval of what looks like an injudi-
cious appointment to a <cowmission in
the Northwest Mounted Police. We mean
of course that appointment of Mr. Gilpin
Browr to an inspectorship. It is snid
that Mr. Brown had a good army record
and per haps bhe had, but we doubt very
much that it had auything to do with
th2 cuse. From all accounts he woull
have been juet as likely to have sccured
the appointment with the influence le
had at his back if the course of infantry
training in the nursery had been nll the

military training ho had. His Excel-

Vd

lency, the Governor General, might have
known him to have been o good officer
and €0 recommended him, but we feel sure
thar it wae Lord Aberdeeu’s influence ra-
ther than the effect of hie testimonials
that carried the day.

[ » L -

That is what we object to and what the
Mounted Policemen who are looking for-
ward for promeotion have a right to ob-
ject to. We would be the lust to sug-
gest anything which would tend to cur-

tail the prerogatives or the influence of

our Governors Genceral; but most res-
pectfully would eubmit that His Excel-
leuey in pressing his nominees upon the
responsible ministers of the various de-
partments is not only abusing his author-
ity. but is setting amost vicious  ex-
ample in @ country where personal in-
fluence has already been allowed to have
7 much to do in determining appoint-
neats 1o the public services, that some
of these scrvices have been brought to
the very lowest depths of degradation
awi incificiency. This is plain speaking ;
but it is patriotic, and it is loyal; for
the men who most highly estecem the vis-
ible link binding us to the dear Mother
Country, tthe representative of British
royalty its:lf, do not

dragged to the low level of the vommon

want to sce it

political position hunter,

‘.
* » * !\

The appointment must have a bad in-
fluenee upon the Mounted Police Force,
however kood 6 man Mr. Brown may be,
for the seores of fine fellows, just as good
as Mr.

the force nud have done their duty faith-

Jrown is, who have enlisted in

fully and well, it means the most gricv-

ous sort of h disappointment.  Born
wentlewmen, are the rule, not the excep-
tion, in our splendid red-coat force which
The

uames of most of the great familics of

preserves order on the prairies.

Fagland and Cannda have prepared ou the

M. P.

~ble hustler

relle of the c¢rack divisions of the N.W,
common and truthiul
whils »E” and “K”
divisions wwere stationed there that there
blueblool down at the Fort
thau in all the rest of Canada put to-

It was o
saying at Calgary
was more
gether.  Why do these young gentlemen
join the force? Some of course do it be-
cause they are reckless and ambitious to
indulge in a little dare deviltry; but mapy
do it Dbacausr they hope to get promo-

tion. In the past a goodly proportion
of the commissions have gone to men from
the ranks and the recipicnts have inva-
acconnts of them-

riably given gool

selves.

* » * ®

Does this appointment mean that pro-
motions from the ranks except so far as
{he cases of surgeons are councerned, is to
be stopped.  We could have understood
the appointment of a grivduate of the
Royai Military College or of an officer
with @ record in the militian; but for
this appointment of a rank outsider,there
The Gen-

can be no excuse. Governor

Ceral’s recommendation is but an aggrav-

ation of the olience.

" * #* »

There ate not wany of the Militia left in
the House of Commons al Ottawa, but the
few who are there the militin force look
to now to do their duty. Particularly
do we pin our fuith upon that indefatiga-
Major  Sam Hughes ; more
strongth to his cibow,

L] L] * *.

W hope it is not trw: that arecent ar-
rival in Canada, who has been working
the c¢ards for some time to try and sc-
one of the vacant commiesions in

Artillery

cure

the  Royal Canadian hay

prevailed upon the Governor General to
use his influence in hix behalf,  To judge

from n recent experience that would

mean his ultimate suceess, and for tho
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sake of the foree, we do not want that
to bappen.

Among the members of the petit jury
now impamelled for the present session
of the Court of Queen’s Bench at Mont-
real is a- ‘retired officer of militia who
served over twenty 'years im the active
force. Is it tair that & man who has
devoted eo much time voluntarily to the
sorvice of his country, should be com-
pelled to eerve hs a petit juryman, lo
the great disarrangement cf his business ;
and that while ‘there are thousands of
wen in the pommunity eligible for jury
duties, who have mever done a thing for
the country beyond contributing to the
revenue by consuming taxed goods. Dis-
charged militiamen, rank and file, as well
as retired officers, shonld most decidedly
be granted exemption from jury duties.
The country does po little for the mili-
tiamen that it can afford to do thie much
with a very good grace.

L] « L] . -

What about the mew rifles, the necessary
revision of the terms for the efficiency com-
petitions, and the vacant commissions in
the permanent force ?

-

News of the Dervice,

NOTE.—OQur readers are respectfully requested to contribute to
this departinent all items of Military News affecting their awn
corps, districts or friends, coming under their notice.  Withom
we are assisted in this way we cannot make this department as
completeas we would desire.  Remembier that all the doings ot
every corps are of general interest throughout the entice wilitia
forc.. You canmail alarge package of manuscript, solong as not
enclosed in an enveiope, for onecent. At any rate forward copies
of your local papers with all references to your corps and your

comrades. ress, . )
EDITOR, CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE.
P.O. Box 387 Montreal, Que,

TORONTO.

The annual meeti 7 of the officers of
the 12th Battalion, York Rangers, was
held at Aurora on Friday night. Those
preeent were: Col. Wayling, Majors
Lloyd and Thompeon, Capts. Hillary,
Gower, Unitt, Leeliec and Wayling, Lts.
Curran, Elliott, Nichol, Lennox and Scott.

The standing committees were appoint-
ed as follows: Regimental Committee—
Maj. Lloyd, Cnpt. Hillary and Capt. Lee-
lie. Band Committee—Capt. Gower, Lt.
Nichol and Lennox. Rifle Committee—
Capt. Unitt, Lieuts. Elliott, Curran and
Lennox. Mess Committee—Major Steven-
son, Capt. Unitt and Licut. Scott.

Surgeon Major Hillary, who has been
regimental surgeor for over 20 years, for-
warded his resignation and & committee
wag appointed to draft & suitable reso-
lution ¢o be presented to him at the camp.
—Empire, Feb. 26th.

L J - * -

Licut. Col. Hamilton, commanding the
Queen’s Own Rilles, has promoted Sergt.
W. H. Meadows to be Col. Sergt of “ A *
Comﬁzny, and Sgt. W. Burne to be Col.
8gt. of *“ £ Company, and to be corpo-
rale of “ K ” Company, Ptes. A, E. Kirk-
patrick and C. J. Burritt. The regiment-
] recruit claes will be opened for the ad-
oiesjon of recruits on Wednesday evening,

Sl e, ., .

the t7h March, &t 8 o’clock, and be con-
tinued on each succeeding Monday, Wed-
nesday and Friday evenings until further
orders  Second Lt. Peter White will per-
form the Quties of Assistant Adjutant un-
til further orders. :

L ] » * *

At a meetiug of cavalry officers held
recently it was decided to form a Caval-
vy Association of Canada for thu pur-
pose of advancing the interests of caval-
ry, somewhat on the lines of the associa-
tions of the other arms of the Camaiian
militia at present in existence. The fol-
lowing officers were unanimously clected
as the governing body of the association
for 1894% President, Lt. Col, D’Arcy
Boulton, 3rd Prince of Wales Canadian
Deagoons ; vice presidents, Lt. Col. J.
B. Forsyth, Queen’s Own Canadian Hus-
sars ; Lt. oCl. G. T. Denison, Governor
General’s . Body Guard; Lt. Col. John
Dufi, 4th Regiment of Cavalry; Lt. Col.
J. ¥ Turnbull, Royal aCnadian Dragoons;
Lt. Vol. James Domvijle, 8th Princecss
Louise N. B. Hussars. Committee of
Management—Lt. Col, F. C. Denioen, C.
M. G., M. P.,, Govefrnor General Body
Guard; Lt. Col. Gartshore, 1st Hussars;
Lt. Col. Buchner, 2nd Dragoons; Lt. Col.
Rogers, 8rd Prince of Wales Canadian
Dragoons; Major A. Knight, 4th Hus-
surs ; Lt. Col. Taylor, 6th Dragoons ; Lt.
Col. McArthur, 6th Duke of Connaught’s
Hussars; Major Markham, 8th Princess
Louise N. B, Hussars; Lt. Col. Duun,
Governor General’s Body Guard; Captain

" Ryan, King’s Canadian Hussars; Captain

Gourdeau, Princess Louise Dragoon
Guard; Captain Knight, Winnipeg Dra-
goona ; Capt. Hetherington, Queen's Own
Canadian Huesars; Capt. Lessard, Royal
Capadian Dragoone ; Capt. Baldwin, Man-®
itoba 2nd Drogeoue © Capt. Evans, Royal
Canadian Dragooas. Honorary secretary
treasurer, Capt. Wm. Hamilton Merritt,
Governor General’s Body Guard, 15 To-
ronto etreet, Toronto, Ont.—Mail, March
1et.

MONTREAL

The military night at the Academy of
Music Monday, Feb. 12th, when the Mont-
real Amateur Operatic Club produced
‘“Erminie,” wae the occasion of the most
representative gathering of Montreal mi-
liti officers that has ever asscmbled
within the walle of & Montreal theatre.
The uniforme did their part in lending
A gay appearance to the audience and it
is seldom that the nuditgrivm of our lead-
ing theatre hae presented a more hand-
some appearance. By the way the hand-
some bouquets handed over the foot lights
to Misses Walker and Moylan were con-
tributed by the Deputy Adjutant General.

* * * L]

Haggis was to the fore last evening at
the Queen’s Hotel, and it was recrived
in the way that Scote always reccive
their national dish. The cause of it was
the annual dinner of C Company, Royal
Scots of Canada, and from all accounts it
was the best one they ever held. The
pretty dining-room of the hotel Jooked
beautiful with its wealth of floral decora-
tions, wkich fairly covered the tables,
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while neat little boutonnieres awaited
each one of the fifty dinmers. At 8.30
Ppe Sgt. Mathieson struck up on the pipes
the compamy march, and the members of
the company and their guests marched
into the dining hall, where they formed
in the centre of the open square in which
shape the tables were arranged and the
band of the regiment struck up the Royal
Scots march. Between courses all had
a chance to admire a very pretty sou-
venir of the occasion, which is a photo-
grapt of the company me they appeared
at the last inspection, surmounted by the
vegim:ntal crest, while on the right was
that of the company and on the left that
of its captain, while underneath was the
company motto, “ Men who their duties
know.” Sgt. Gooadfellow was in the
chair, and on his right and left as the
guests of the non-commissioned officers
and men were Major E. Ibbotson, Lieut.
J. Aird, Capt. Lydon, Capt. J. Ibbotson,
Licuts, F. Meighen and W. F. Forbes, of
the Scots; Lt. Col. Caverhill and Lt, R.
Liunton, R.L.; Capt. R. Reid. M.G.A.; Capt.
Bond, P.W.R.; and Ut. Costigan, M.F.B.
At other tables among the guesls were
Sgr. Major Niven, Sgt. Major Instructor
Feilowes, M.G.A.; Bandmaster Cooke and
Col. Sgt. Goldsack, F Co. R.S. After the
loyal toasts a song was given by Col.
Sgt. Goldsack, and then the guests’ health
wuas drunk and an able response made by
Capt. Reid, The regimental band then
gave a eelection from “ Wang,” and the
chairman proposed the health of the com-
manding officer and the officers of the
regiment. Major Ibbotson responded first
in the absence of Lt. Col. Strathy, who
was laid up with * la gripps.”” Captain
Lydown also made an able response to the
same toast. Sgt. Major Fellowes and
Bandwaster Cooke then sang, and after
the applause had subsided Corporal Ash-
leg Cooper proposed the military press,
whicl was responded to by Cartridge Box.
Capt. Bonud then sang, after which Szt.
Major Fellowes proposed the health of
the eergeant major and non-commissioned
officers of the Royal Scots, to which Sgt.
Major Niven replied. After a song by
Pte. Ibbotson, and anolher selection by
the band, the health of Capt. Ibbotson
of the non-coms. and men of C Company,
was proposed by Sgt. Gray, the last toast
proposed by Lt. Col. Caverhill, being that
of the non-coms. nad men of C Compnuy,
whick was ably responded to by Sgt.
Goodfellow and Corp. Cooper. * Auld
Lang Syne” and “ God Save the Queen”
terminated the proceedinze. Those who
had the successful dinner in charge were :
Capt. J. S. lbbotson, Lts. F. Meighen, W.
F. Forbes ; Col. Sgt. . G. Corner; Sgts.
R C, Gooilfellow, J. W, Gray; Corporals
R. McLean, A. Cooper, W. Polaund, L.
Quinu ; managing committee, Col. Sgt.
F. G, Corner, president ; Pte. 0. G. Beckit,
scce.-treas.; Pte. F. Adams, Pte. W.Craig,
Pte. J. 0. Hannah.—Gazette, March 1st.

HALIFAX.

The members of the N. C. O.'s Meys R.
E. held their annua] sleigh drive yester-
day. A party of forty proceeded to Bed-
ford in Robinson’s teams and there in-
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dulged in various amusements. The first
item was o billiard match with the ysual
result—Creagh first, the remaindder no-
where. Next on the list came a shooting
contest, when Mr. Benoy shone conspi-
lcuously. Then came dinner, which was
tabled by Host Wilson in his usual tho-
rough manner. Afiler this an adjourn-
meni was made to the dance room where
lovers of the Terpsichorecan art enjoyed
themselves immensely until called away
by the sweet warbling of various mem-
pers. Q. M. S. Dagnall, Witham, Corp.
Dixon, Messrs. Ryan and Dickenson were
in grand voice. Mrs. Cheshire obliged
with ¢ Mr. Mulcahy, Esquire,” | accom-
panying herself on the piano. The music
was duly appreciated and Messrs. Dom-
inico and Antonio are to be congratulat-
od on their performance. Q. M. 8, With-
am, photographer to the R. E.'s, Look
several shots at the members en masse
and judging from the jollity prevailing
the reeult should be eminently satisfac-
tory. The party left Bedford about 10
p. m., arriving home withou’ any ca-
sualty after having had a rcmarkably
good time, The committee, C. S, M. Me-
Quecen, Sgt. Hagan and Corp. Summers,
were very emergetic, particularly the
last named.—Evening Mail, Feb. 28.

A eergeant of the Leicestershire regi-
meul writes from St. Lucia: “I would
like to inform you that the feeling in
the Leicestershire regiment is that the
the two years served in Halifax is look-
ed upon as the most enjoyable of any sta-
tion iz which the regiment has had the
honor of doing garrjson duty.”

* - * *

The agent of the Department of Justice
in this city has received an order from
the Militia Department, directing him to
expropriate the block of land bounded by
North Park, Maynard, Cunard etreets and
Johns lane, for the purpose of erecting
thercon a drill shed. The order will be
carricd out at ouce and in a short time
the pew drill shed will be under way.

OTTAWA.

The attention of the Adjuauntt General
of Militia was pallel to the criticisms
on the new ‘“Canadian Manual, Firing
and Bayowet Exercises.” Col. Powell
acknowledged that the book was not per-
fect, several typographical errors having
beey discovered in §t. The inconsistencies
which had. been ppointed out were, he
thought, due to careless proof-reading.
The book, it appears, was prepared by a
committee of ofiicers in . Toronto, and
priuted there. Evidently, as close o
supervision had not heen kept when the
book was going . through the press as
should have been. The edition, however,
8 & small one, aud it is not at all
sulikely that a new edition will ehortly
be published, , after thorough revision.
sp‘t‘akiug with reference to the infantry
Arill book, Col. Fow.ll pointed out that
it is very difficult to get & modern work
ou drill to suit the Canadian service, as
our force has not the modern arm which
the imperial forces possess.

o o @ o

Three new officers have been appointed
to fill vacancies in the Northwest Mount-
ed Police, viz.. Capt. E. Gilpin Brown,
to be inepector; Lit. Col. D. W. Deray
Williams, to be iuspector; Dr. G. Pear-
«on Bell, Qu’Appelle, to be assistant sur-
geon. Capt. Brown, as an officer in the
92nd Gordon Highlanders, served through
the Afghan war, 1878-80; the Boer war,
1881, and the Egyptian war, 1882. In
1884 he left the Imperial eervice, came
out to Canada and served throughout the
Northwest rebellion of 1885. Lt. Col.
Williams is also an officer of considera-
ble experience, be having commanded the
7th Battalion of Canadian militia dur-
ing the Northwest rebellion of 1885, Dr.
Bell is & muaster in surgery of the Aber-
deen Upiversity,and a member of the
Royal College of Surgeons of Englang,
lapd has been practising in the North-
west Territories since 1886.  Although
these gentlemen were not previously con-
nected directly with the N. W. M. P.
the Hon. W, B. Ives, resident of the Privy
Council, says he has not overlooked merit
within the eervice, hé¢ having within the
last year promoted two inspectors to be
superintendents and three non-commis-
wvioned cificera to be inspectors. Of the
51 commissioned officers, including the
doctors on the force, 21 have been pro-
moted from the ranks.

LONDON.

A handsome lot were the soldier lads
who sat around the festive board ut the
London Mouse on Tuesday eve Feb. 20,
the occasjon being the annual dinner of
C compuny Tth Fusiliers, and it goes
without saying that ample justicc was done
to the excellent menu provided by mine
host. Among the guests were noticed
I.t. Taylor, Sgt. Maj. McCrimmon, Col.
Sgt. Alley, No. 2; Corp. Price, R, R, C,;
Sgt. Alley, No. 2; Corp. Price, R. R. C. L;
Col. Sgt. Floming, 38th Dufferin Rifles;
Sgt. Thowson, No. 1 Co. 27th Batt.; Corp.
Woods, 13th Batt.; Col. Sgt. Jacobs, No.
5; Col. Sgt. Hayman, No. 4; Col. Sgt.
Freeland, No. 1; ex-Sgt. Craine, 8gt.
Milligan, No. 4; Corp. Shillington, No.
4, S. Sgt. McCrimmon and others,

Owing to a sudden call to New York
Capt. J. M. Moore wue unable to be with
his company omn this occasion, but his
place was admirably filled by Lt. Tay-
lor. seconded by Col. Sgt. Brown, who
proved himself on the introduction of the
toast list, 'to be an orator born, not made.
* The Queen was received with the
usual honors. *Our Commanding Offi-
cer and Staff,”" were not responded to with
the uxual spoeches, owing to the absence of
Col. Payn:,who was out of town, but was
received with enthusiasm, and * They are
jolly good fellows.” * Sister Corps™
was coupled with the names of Col. Sgt.
Fleming, 38th; Sgt. Thomson, 37th;
Corp Price, R.R.C.I.,, and Corp. Woods,
18lti  The “Noun Com, Officers® was
zoupled with the names of Sgt. Mujor
McCrimmon ; Col. Sgt. Haymon, and Staff
Sgt. MerCimmon,  “ Sister Companies *’
brought out Col. Sgt. Freeland, A; Col.
Sgt. W, IL Allen, B.; Col. Sgt. Hayman,
D, Col. Sgt. Jacobs, E; and Sgts. Mil-
Milligan and 8hillington, D. Ex-8gt.

Craine, B, and W. C. Tackaberry respond-
ed to the tonst of ‘ Our Guests.”

“The Ladies” was ably responded to
by Sgts. Shillington and Spicer, both of
whom showed by their replies how able
they were to champion euch a cause, es-
Ipecially Sgt. S8hillington. “ The Press
and “Our Hoet” were in turn duly honored
and the company broke up well pleased
at the success of the entertainment. Dur-
ing the evening the company was fav-
ored with eome very fine selections by
Col. Sgt. Jacobs, Sgt. Thomson, Corp.
eecher, Sgt. Milligan, Pte. . Charlton,
St Todd and ¥rivates Coppinger and
Garside and Corp. Price.

4 & * &

Military circles in town have lately
been thrown into & flutter of excitement
by the sudden and unexpected resigna-
tion of Lt. Col. Payne, 7th Fus. In losing
him the Tth has lost & good soldier and &
true man, and & doubt hae been expressed
in eome quarters whether his equal can
be secured to succeed him. Although
only in command for the last two years,
he succeeded in raising the efficiency of
the 7th from 84 1-2 in 1892 to 82 1-2 in
1893. But owing to busineas which will
call for his absence from town for the
next eight or nine monthe he decided to
resign., On the street the names of sev-
era] are mentioned as his successor, but
I can truly eay that it is not yet known
who will succeed him.

e & & o

The result of the 7th Fus. Morris Tube
Association has proved that ‘the 7th can
shool indoors as well as out, as it is a
weekly event to put on 24 or 25 out of
25, standing, kneeling or prome. The
6po01. winmers 8o far this season are:
Pte .Robson, B Co., 8; Major Hayes,
Pte. Goodwin, B of.; Lt. Allison, C
Co.; Corp. Erskine, D Co.

Lt. Col. W, D¢ Ray Williams, formerly
of the 7Tth Fus., was in town last week on
his way to the Northwest to take the posi-
tion of inspector om ( the Northwest
Mounted Police Force, stationed at Re-
gina. Lt. Col. Williams commanded tihe
7th Fus. during the Northwest campaign
of 1885, retiring soon alter, to take a
position under the , Governient in the
Agricultural Deparfmeut at Ottawa.

® & & o

The officers of the 27th Batt. have suc-
ceeded in organizing & bugle band to ac-
company the battalion to camp next sum-
wer. It is under the tutelage of ex-Bugle
Major Fisher, R.R.C.L

e 0 0 o

The 29th Batt. will be worthy of the
pride of Waterloo County when it goes
to camp mext Junme. The Berlin com-
panies will be especially brilliant look-
ing, as since lagt camp they anave been
fitted out avith pow uniforms and hel-
mets. This battalion, which used to be
looked down upon by the other corps,
is fast becoming one of the most popular
among the rural battalions of the dis-
trict. : "

L L 2 L J [ 2

Pte. Williame, who deserted some 18
months ago from No. 1 Co. R.R.C.I., hav-
ing given himsel! up, was tried lately
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by court martinl and received 5? days’
cells, 14 of nhich was remitted,
[ ] [ ] * L .
A busy time they are having of it just
now at the barracks here. No. 1 is Co.
neavly full ¢trvength, while the number
of attached oificers. N, C. 0.s and men

reach 45. DBetween ) e mew rill and the
attached things are kept going along
lively.

It is rumoured that Mapor Beatie, of
the 7th Batt., does mot desire promotion
to the command of the regiment. The
officer mentioned as likely to succeed I.t.
Col. Payne is Major A. M. Smith, former-
I conneeted with ghe Tth, and o very
nopular officer. Mis pppointment would
be received with general favour among
members of the battalion and the citizeus
Zenerally.

BERLIN.

The annual regine ntal mecting of  the
20th Batt. wase held last evening in the
Walpsr Hous. There were present the
following officers: Lieut. Col. Cowan,
Major Cooper, Capt. Kerr, Capt. Bowman,
Capt. McCallum, Licut. Futher, Liecut.
Martin, Licut. Bowman, Lieut. Osborn,
Sgte. Breehbill, Keffer and Hail.

The minutes of  the last regimental
meeting were then read.

Moved by Capt. Kerr, seconded by Capt.
McCallum. thnt the minutes be adopted
as read. Carried.

The financial statement for 1803 was
then read.

Moved by Capt. McCaljum, seconded by
Capt. Bowmen, that the finauocinl state-
ment be adopted.  Carried.

Moved by Capt. Kerr, scconded by Capt.
McCallum, that Captaing Bowman and
Ellis and Lt. Osborn compose the Regi-
wental Committee.  Carried.

Moved by Capt. Bowman, seconded by
Major Cooper, that Capt. McCallum, Hon-
orary Major Cranston and Lt. Limpert
composc the Band Commitice. Carried.

Moved by Cupt. McCallum, scconded by
Lt. Osborn, that Major Cooper, Q.M. Simp-
&on, Capt. Kerr, Licuts. Bowman, Fox,
Martin, Goodhall, ITampton and Futher
compose the Mcss Committee. Carried.

Moved by Lt. Bowman, scconded by Lt.
Martin. that Lts. Osborp und Limpert
and Captuins McCallum, Kerr and Bow-
man compose the Rifle Committee. Car-
ried,

Arrapgements wWere undie to purchase
balance of helmets, also to get plates,
spikes and chnin straps for helmets.

The battalion go o camp at London
in June,

The meeting adjourned at 10.20 o'clock
p- m.—Record, Feb. 13th,

NAVAL AND MILITARY NEWS

Iit, is, says the Volunteer Serviee Ma-
gazine, just aboat twelve myonths since
the long servive decoration was bestowed
on some of our volunteer officers, and
now it iy expected that the Royal war-
rant announcing the grant of a similar
decoration te nou-commissioned officers
#nd men of twenty years service and up-
wards will shortly bhe jssued. The rs-
timated number of recipicnts is about
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10,000. There wre some 2,600 men in
the volunteer force who wear six stars,
signifying npwards of thirty years’ ser-
vice, while the number who have served
twenty years nnd upwards exceeds 7,000 :
but as the decoration is to be conferred
alike upoa past and presoat members of
the force, the total number of recipients
may be expeeted to reach 10,000.
® e & o
Attention has recently been drawn to
an invention by Capt. John Ewart, R.A,,
late adjutant of the 1st Bauffshire Ar-
tiilery Volunteers, who has just perfected
what he calls an “ improved means for
using miniature cartridges for rifle prac-
tice.””  The real object of the invention
i to provide for regulation target prac-
tice being carried out in the least pos-
#ible space, as well as at little expend-
itare.  The Morris Tube idea is, ip Lhis
case entirely left out, and much couse-
quent trouble avoided. Capt. Ewnrt's
contriviamce is ‘much more simple, and
from this very fact it is hoped. will prove
more serviceable. It is simply this. A
«trong metal cylinder, or “carrier,” is
provided of exactly the same size ns an
ordinary cartridge, and therciore fitting
correctly into the bore of the rifle. This
cylinder again has provision formed in
it, or attached to it, for a; miniature car-
tridge to the front ¢nd of which an or-
dinary full-sized bullet is secured, the
wiele representing an ordinary ear-
tridge. The extreme simplicity of (he
design will commend itself to all rifle-
men, as, in effect it is very much like
using an ordinary cartridge. Moreover
there is no tube, and the bullet is fulls
sized, o that the later fits the groovee
of the rifle in the ordinary way, thus ob-
viating all danger of * blocking up.”
e & & o
The Revenge, having now completed her
trials, is to be brought forward for vom-
missioning, end will, as already repor:-
cd. hoist the pennant of Captain W. H.
May ia April to relieve the Rodney. This
latter ship will then go to the Mediter-
ranean to relieve the Dreadnought. When
this change has taken place the Channel
Squadron will comsist of four high free-
board battleships, the Royal Sovereign,
Empresss of ladia, R solution and Revenge,
while all the low freeboard “Admirals.”
with the exception of the Benbow, will
then be up the Straits.  The Meilitor-
rancna Squadron will thereiore comprise
ten hattleships, the Hood and Ramillices,
the Nile and Trafalgar, the Sans Parcil,
and the five ‘“ Admirals.”” Two of the
Royal Sovereign class. the Royal Onk and
Repulse, will atill be in reserve. It is
probable that in . the {hannel the Im-
mortality and Narcissus wil] be relieved
by the Gibraltar and Grafton, while the
Mediterranean cruisers will be the Bdgar
and Hawke, Alotas and Spartan, Arcthusa,
and Amphion, and in the smaller classes
Barham, Fearless, Scout, Surprise, Glean-
cr and Skipjack. The fighting strength
of the two squadrons as they were 1en
vears ago, will therefore be: Mediter-
rancan, 1884, G battleships, 2 cruiscrs ;
1894, 10 battleships, 12 cruirerd; Chan-
nel. 1884, 6 battleships, no cruisers;
18904, 4 bntt]osllips. 4 cruisrers.
[ L J L]

The Duke of Wesiminster has expressed
hiwsclf very mueh in favonr of & volun-
teer reserve in England.  Tn distribut-
ing the prizes to n North of Englangd
corps the Duke strougly advocated the
utilization of the services of those wen
who have left the force, but who would,
'm an emergencly. be able and willing to
aguin bear arms in the defence of their
country.  This movement. it will bhe re-
collected, was originated rome montha
ago by that well-known West Riding of-
ficer. Lt. Col. Bingham, and the author-
ities have been strongly wrged to permit
i reserve to be formed. This, howerver,
they will not do. because they doubt if a
volunteer reaerve would he of much prac-
tical utility.

. o

An officer of H. M. 8. Blake has written
home as follows from Dominica: * We
have visited Antigua, Nevis and Mont-
serrat ; Nevis was particularly interest-
ing to me, as the church there contains
the registrar of Nelson’s marriage; the
bock itsell is in very bad comdition, and,
if some means be not adopted to preserve
it. will soon cease fo exist. It ought to
be kept in a glass case and not handled,
as it would be a thousand pities to lose
such an interesting - relic. The house
where the marriage took place is in
ruins.’’

[ ] L ] * L J

Some interest ataches to the question
cf the use of merchant vessels jor war
purposes,  Not more tham thirteen vessels
at present receive from the Government
an annual subvention: They are the Im-
perial. Campania, Lucanin, Majestic, Teu-
tonic, Etvurin, Umbria, Aurania, and the
P. and O. Victoria, Himalaya, Australia,
Arcadia, Oceana, ‘& Britannia; many of
the others belonging to the same or other
owners, being only held at the disposal
ef the Adwmiralty, as vesscls which have
complicd with the desired conditions of
sub-division by transverre bulkbeads.

e a2 o o

Advices have been received at Halifax
to the effect that scrious trouble, almost
awmounting to n mutiny, has manifested
itself on board Her Majesty's ship Can-
ada. since the vessel was re-commisgion-
ed. The Canada is now in the West ln-
dics, and the matter has been kept as
quiet as mpossible. Admiral . Sir John
Hopkins visited every vessel in the squad-
ron on Christmas day, and was received
in the most hearty manmner on board all
of them, with the single exception of the
vessel mentioned. That ehip displayed
no decorations, nor anythingz to indicate
the advent of the festive scason. On each
meas table was a tin of water and a
plate of ship’s biscuits. The admiral was
received in absolute silence by the men,
and he could obtain no answer to his
questions. On Boxing day the Royal
Naval sports took place, but no member
of the erew of the “anada entered ior the
contests. It is reported here that the
admiral has asked the Admiralty Board
to order the Canada home.

L J o * L 2

Tbhe Duke of Connaught has fixed March
14th for a field day in the neighbour-
hood of Aldershot, in which the Public
Schools Volunteers, to the number of 500
of all ranks, will take part, assisted by
regular troops from the camp.

2 e @ o

With the view of instructing cavalry
men to ewim their lrorses across rivers,
n large lake is to be constructed at Al-
dershot and the expenses wi'l be included
in this year's estimates.

* e * [ ]

Pending the appointment of a briga-
dier, Col. C. Bromhead, C.B., command-
inge the 24th R-wimental District, has as-
sumed temporary command of the South
Wales Volunteer Brigade.

® o @

Some of the men of the Cawmeromrians,
now quartered nt Portsmouth. have re-
cently been giving trouble to the eivil
and military police. and Lt. Gen. Davis
has threatened to send the regiment to
Portsdown Hill forts unless an jmprov-
ment takes place. They hive also been
informed that should this step be found
necessary the meighboring villages of
Cosham and Porchester will_ be placed
out of bounde. The regiment is chiefly
composed of very young recruits, and the
Cameronians are anything but popular at
Portemouth just mow,.

* o L} [

Breech-loading rifles were invented in
1811, but did not come into general uso
for many years. It is estimated that
over 12,000,000 ave now in actual ser-
vice in the European armies, while 3,-
009,000 are reserved in the arsenals for

cmergencies. ’
e o 0
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In the current issue of the Engliah 1-
lustrated Magazine there is an l’llustrated
paper on “ The New Navies,” by W.
Laird Clowes. It takes th'e form of.n
conversation between a retlreg captuu’)’,
who foadly lingers over the beaqty
of the old vessels, aud a gunnery l‘l‘el'xt-
enant (Tompion) of the new school.” She
certainly looks as if she coul(_l go, u.d-
mitted the c:kptain, after sceing a pic-
: e.
dilcl;fx . ‘t‘h;hlenhus the speed' of an Atlaatic
grey'hound\, and almost the .force of a
battleship . Go! I should think she caun.
I'm glad that they sent her over the other
day for the New York people to look at.
She can do her 25 sta:tutc miles an hqur
It the Blake and her sister, the Blenhgnm,
were to start simultaneously from points
1,000 miles apart, say I.I?ortsmou'th and
Lisbon, to-morrow morning at breakfast
time, their captains might breakfast to-
gether at the usual hour on the following
morning, And have plenty of _time to
spare. Steaming in opposite directions,
they aro capable of approachm.g oue an-
other at the speed of 4,400 feet in a single
minute. That is the speed of all but one
or two of the ve:y i.astfst :express trains.”

It will be a matter of great regret if
the brilliant uniform of the Royal I:{o?sc
Artiljery should be lost to the British
Army, yet if the scheme which it is un~
derstood is »ow being considered for the
reorganization. of the Artillery comes to
anythiog, it will disappear. The pro-
posal is t6 merge the R.H.A. into the R.A,,
and several advantages would accrue from
the incorporation of the two forces; but
in view of the fact that the masters of
the military woof and ‘web have for ycars
striven with comspicuous succeess to make
uniforms as ugly as possible,everybody who
takes an interest in the service would be
glad to hear that the scheme has fallen
through, and that the \vela-kn}own uni-
form of the Royall Horse Artillery has
been preserved to us. At present the K.
1i. A., says the Court Journal, bhave a
numerical superiority of horse, couse-
quently they are able to mount more wen
and place fewer on the gun carriages, but
Leyond this there is little difference be-
tweea & battery of the Royal Horse Ar-
tillery and one belonging to the R.A. It
is thought that by sharing out the horees,
as would of course be done in the event
of the two branches of the Artillery be-
ing merged into one, a better equaljsa-
tion would be effected, and there would
be further advantages in a simplifica-
tion of organisation; but surely the ob-
jects of the proposed incorporation could
be brought about without affecting the
individuality of the Horse Aetillery. It
seems rather strange that the authorities
should be dissatisfied with the artillery,
considering that it is not so very long
ago since it was reorganizad.

[ ] L 2 L] L ]

Congress is ever glad of a pretext for
glorifying the American Navy; but now
and again fate would seem to decree that
this enthusiasm shall be ‘tempered by
very serious drawbacks. Just now the
authoritics are comfronted with top-
heaviness in at least two gunboats, the
Machias and ‘the Castine. To sacrifice
them altogether, would tend to estn-b}ish
the oft-repeated charge that the United
States is still in . the infancy of ship-
building ; so the doubtful expedient of
lengthening the vessels has been decided
upon. They have becan ordered to pro-
ceed to Norfolk, Virginia, where they
will be lengthened, and otherwise altered
in accordance with the recommendations
of the Walker Stability Committee for
the removal of top-heaviness.

[ ] [ ] [ ] L ]

The late Gen. Mecllinet, of the French
Army, who has just died, was a total
abstainer all his life, and up to the (ima
of his death, which ocenrred at the age

of ninety-five years, was healthy and vig-
orous,

“Go!” retorted Tum- .

/

Tho death is announced of Maj. Gen.
C. Towers-Hilliard, Madras Staif Corpe,
at the age of 69 years. Gen. Towers-
Hilliard entered the Indian army over
,90 years ngo, and retired in 1879 with
Jhovorary rank.

t o [ ] [ ]

The death is amnounced in France of Lt.
Col. B. F. Domville, retired list, late
Royal Horse Artillery, at the age of 61
- years, The Ueceased, who served with
v distinction in the Afghan Campaign, be-
. ing mentioned in despatches, entered the
A army in 1864 tu.xd reti.red in 189.1

e [ ]

\ The Queen has been graciously plaseed
, to appoint Brigadier-General H. H, Kitch-
‘ener, C. B., Sirdar of the Egyptian Army,
to be a Knight Commander of the Most
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and
St. George,
. L & e L ]

The Duke of Connaught, commanding
the Aldershot District, has issued a
stringent order regarding the laxity in
dress shown Ly som: of the corps under
his command. After calling upon the
officcers commanding to co-operate with
him in strictly carrying out the orders
of the Army in regard to dress, His Royal
Highness points out that the sealed pat-
tern is to be adhered to, and unauthor-
ised articles of clothing are forbidden to
be worn—even in their own lines—by of-
ficers or men. Officers should set a good
cexample ju this regect. Individuals or
partics attached to units at Aldershot are
to be inspected on their arrival in camp,
and o report made through the usual
chanuel if their uniform is not according
to regulatiou. His Royal Highness de-
#ires to call special attention to the un-
dermentioned points: The field service
cap is only to be worn by officers, stalf,
and infantry, at manocuvres, and at
night ; troops supplied with the round
forage cap are to wear the ficid service
‘cap at menocuvres, on fatigue adn work-
.ing parties, and in billets; puttics are
culy to be worn when authorised by Army
Regulations ; collars ave not to be worn
with the patrol jacket by general offi-

" cers.

' ® & o o

. A great deal of attention is now being
given to the important matter of route
‘marching, both in the Dublin district and
!nt the Curragh. This is an important
part of the training of the infantry sol-
-;dier, and its importauce has long been
‘recognised by Major Gen. Moncricff at
- Dublin, and Lord Ralph Kerr at Curragh
camp. Indeed, these two officers are
fully alive to the advantage of giviug (he
-troops under their command plenty of
field-training, and a great deal of useful
work is carried on both at Dublin and
at the Curragh about which the public
hear nothing.  Thesce two centres nre
very little behind Aldcrshot in respect
10 the thoroughness of the training which
the troops receive, and in this matter
v great advance has been made since
Lord Wolseley assumed the ocmmand in
Ireland, though it ought in fairness to
b said that both G.n. Moncricff and Lord
salpa Kere aeserve a great deal of cre
‘it for the painsteking efforts they make
o grive the troops under their command

1% v thoroughly practical training. It has

een said that Belfast and Cork nre very
whind hand iv this matter, but it must
e borne in mind that the general officers
‘ommanding at those centres have bat
» small number of men under their imme-
‘iate supervision nt the district head-
warters at Belfast and Cork. At Dub-
lin Gen. Moncrieff has a couple of regi-
ments of cavalry and six battalions of
infantry, while nt the Curragh aad ad-
ioining station of Newbridge Lord Ralph
Kerr has at his disposal one cavalry ve-
giment, two horse artillery bateries. two
fietd companies Royal Eugineers, and
three infantry battalions.  The two of-
ficers pamed, thercfore. have the meane

“ior doing work which the commundants

at Belfast and Cork dc not possess.—Bel-
fust News Letter.
[ 4 * [ ] [ ]
espatehes from »>p zia speak of a sue-
cessiul trial made ou Thursday of o new
submarine boat. ‘The craft is specially
udapted for use in wariare, nad, under
thte commuad o1 Captain Scoti, when all
was reaqy, iwmediately disapeared un-
der the water, and thus traversed the
entire length of the gulf, returning to
the surlace in close proximity to the
training .« ship Maria Adelaide, agaiust
which it feigacd to dischurge o torpedo.
[ * L] [ )

The appointment oi  Adjutant-General
ol the Bowbay Army, vacnat by the ap-
puintiment of Ceneral Gatacre to a dis-
trici command, is likely to be filled, we
understand, by Colonel R. L. H. Curteis,
late of the Bedfordshire Regiment, who
bus been an Assistunt Adjutant-General
on the Bombay Establishment since July,
iou0, avd was previously Deputy Assist-
ant-General at the llorse Guards.

» L *® L]

Not twelve hours old, aud yet to have
been already knignted with the military
order of valour! BSurely this was a re-
ward for temerity shown in coming into
the world, with the addition of being
Lrave enough to have become a Bulga-
rian Prince—a by no means too safe po-
sition to hold in this worlc. This smajl
infant Prince Boris is als. already in
command ol the 4th Regiment of Infantry
(most appricable title this), 3rd Regi-
went of Artillery, the 4th Regiment of
Cavalry, and is the bearer of the collar
of the order of 8t. Alexander. We hope
it is not o weighty one, and that the men
iu the various regiments will understand
His Royal Highnees's word of command.

[ ] * [ ] L

Col. R. Makgill-richton-Maitland, Lalf-
puy. late Greradier Guards, has been pro-
moted major-general by scuiority in the
vacancy caused by the retirement of Sir
C. I. Burne. Colonel Maitland entered
the Army in 1859, and obtained his pre-
sent rank in 1882. e gerved in command
¢f the 2ud Grewadier Guards when the
emeute occurred which transferred the
battalion to Bermuda.

* L L L]

Kear-Admiral Markham will haul down
his flag and return next month from the
Meditterranenn. It is understood that
be will be succeeded by Rear-Admiral A.
T, Dale.

L - L ] L ]

According to the Army and Navy Jour-
val (New York), nine ships of the United
States Navy—th: Columbia, Marblohead,
Cincinnati, Montgowmery, Bostou, Raleigh,
Marion, Atlanta and Alert—will be ready
for commission between now and April
1; but, unless Congress comes to {he nes-
sistauce of the Secretury by increasing
the enlisted force, it is probuble that not
more than one half of these vessels can
be aseigued to stations. The enlisted
naval force of the United States is now
vearer its full quota tnan at nay iime
for years, but it still falls far short of
the actual wumber required to give Amer-
can war ships  their full complement.
Mauy of the larger vesscls uow on sta-
tions are short of blue-jackets allowed
ships of their class. Two bills are now
before Congrosy providing for the increase
of the Navy. They have been considered
in committees only, and so far no con-
certed action has been taken, looking 1o
their adoption. At the Navy Depart-
ment it is regarded ns uncertzin whether
they will become eifective in time to fit
out the new vessels, and the chances are
against their adoption at all.  An ap-
propriation would be necessary to enlist
the additional number of men; and, in
the opinion of our contemporary, any bill
carrying money to make it effcctive is
highly probable to mect with disappro-
bation at the hands of the present Con-
Lroess,

L] [ ] [} L]

The Queen’s Bays (2nd Dragoon Guards)
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aow at Rawul Pindi, are to relieve the
7th Dragoon Guards in Egypt at the end

of this year. . o s

Aceording to the Figaro a retired of-
ficer of the I'rench Navy has invented a
pew rifle which is said to be much supe-
rior to any weapon of its kind yet known.
The rifle caa fire either slowly or very
rapidly two kinds of explosive bullets,
which are so light ‘that & hundred weigh
only 1,200 grammes.  The cl"fectl:i are re-
ported to be terrible, the projectiles Lav-
ing immense penetrating power.

- L 4 L ] *

The Siecle publishes & violent u.rticlp
against England. It says that the offi-
cial relations between IFrance and Eng-
land are good, but those of the two peo-
ples are strained, and the time for an
explanation is approaching. In N_ew-
foundland, Egypt, Madagascar, the Sou-
dan, and Siam, England has beea acting
as if the world belonged to her. I'rance
ie wrong in not having raised her voice
sufficiently high, following the re-es-
tablishment of the equilibrium which has
come after the fetes at Cronstadt and Tou-
lon, as it one is afraid of being in the
right.

The Petite Republique etates that the
War Minister has decided -that canned
provisions for the army are in future 1o
be exclusively of . French manufacture.
Hitherto Americané have had a mono-
poly of the supply, and many complainte
have been mude of the inferior quality
of the provisions. The mew arrangcment
will increuse the cost to the country by
about 130 per cent., and it will be neces-
sary to ask for B suplementary credit to
meet the diifecrence. On the other haud
it is poiated out that over six millions
of francs will remain in France instead
of going to America.

[ ] .‘ L 2 L J

Advices have been received of a tra-
gedy which has produced m great sen-
sation in military circles at Kingston,
Jamaica. It appears that before the
West Riding Regiment leit Halifax for
Jamaica two years gao & staff ser-
geant of the corps married the duughter
of & Halifax . tradesman. The young
woman accompanied her husband to Ja-
macia, but her married life was unhappy
and she returned home. A short time ugo
she received the news that her husband
had married another woman at Kingston.
Upon hearing this she wrote to her hus-
band, stating that she was about to re-
turn to Jamaica to institute proceedings
against him for bigamy. Onc night the
eergeant was missed by his mes-
mates, and on his guarters being broken
into the dead bodies of himself and the
woman he married in Jamaica were dis-
covered, The woman, it appeared, had
“een poisoned, and the sergeant had com-
mitted suicide by shooting lLimself with
o rifle.

[ ] L > L ]

The historical wareloop of the United
States, the Kearsarge, has been claimed
by the sca after having been afloat just
upon 33 years. According to despatches
received on Thursday at the Navy Depart-
ment in Washington, and issued to the
public by Secretary Herbert with praise-
worthy promptitude, the old time vessel
wae proceeeding to Hayti and Nicargaua,
when, during a eomewhat heayv fog in
the Caribbean Sea, late on Friday night
last, she ran on to what is known as the
the Roncador Reef, and shortly after-
warle began to break up. She has, it
appears, since become a total wreck ;
but beyond the fact 'that she was al ways
a6sociated in men’s minds with the admit-
:edly invaluable nchievement of cutting
snort the destructive career of the Con-
federate  cruiser  Alabama. Happily,
there has been no lcss of life in connce-
tion with the disaster. The Kearsarge
wase built in 1861 at Kitery, and had a
tonnage of 1,650, and possessed engines

of 840 horse-power, but -was never able
to attain anyhing beyond an eleven kuot
speed. The Alubuwma, which was sunk by
the Kearsarge off Lherbourg, uu June
19th, 1684, after a lot fight, was, it is
now recalled, b well-prmed steamer of
900 tons built in England.

The Duke of Cambridge, as Commander-
iu-Chief of the Army, hae recenily given
serious consideration to the moral con-
uvitioun of certain seuport aund. garrison
towus, and bas cowe o the conclusion
tbat ** cousiderable umprovement could be
afected by o resolute ciifort at ameliora=
tion, and & recouree 10 the powers given
by existing statuces.” Jn o letter to
generals communding military centres
Udis Koyal Highuess expresses the vpinion
that the advaniages given to a disirict
by the L. D. Act when In furce, coupled
with a bope that whe Act may be reim-
posed, bas to some extent made both <he
civil and the military nuchorities dis-
posed tu overlovk the mischief at which
that Act was directed. oHe draws atten-
tion to the great powers given to local
aushorities by the provisions of the Crim-
inal Law Amendment Act, 1883, and also
by the Licensing Acts, and requests coms
manuing officers to co-operate with the
magistrates in u serious effort to *free
the towns from the reproack attaching
to them, by determined police action, and
by enlorcing the provisions of the Act in
question.” By this it is hoped that both
the social und moral position of the rol-
dier will be greatly improved.

- [ L ] L Z

The death hus taken place of the oldest,
Volunteer in South Wales. This veteran
wuas Col. Sgt. Howells, of the Milford
laaven Company, let V. B, Welsh Regi-
ment. The deceased was one of the first
L enrol iu the local corps early in 1859 ;
he in aue course rose tu be colour-sergeant’
of his company, & rank he had borne for
twenty-four years at the time of his
death. .

STATE OF THE NAVY.

Mr. Edmund Roberteon, M. P., Civil
Lord of the Admiralty, visited Dundee on
Thursday, and in the eveniug attended a
banquet given by the Lord Provost of
the city. Responding to the toast of
“ The Navy,” Mr. Robertson said Lord
Spencer’s administration has bren attack-
ed, but the best defeuce is a- plaiw state-
menl of the position to which it succeed-
ed in 1892, and of the pusition in which
it now etands. Let me point out, then,
in the first place, that we have had to
bear the main burden of the Naval De-
fence Act of 1889, The gist of that mea-
eure was that for a period of five ycars
it sanctioned a special expenditure of
ten million pounds in addition to the nor-
mal expenditure of the period. The ships
were to be built in five years, but the
payment wae spread over seven years.
The late Government went out of office
in 1892, leaving fully half of the ten mil-
lions to be paid by their successors.More-
over, on us has fallen the whole of the
counsequential burdens, If you build more
ships you want more men, and the mann-
ing of the fleet is mot the least of tho
problems we have inherited. You want
more docks, and bigger docks, and the
Naval Defence Act made no provision jor
these, nor for habour improvements. In
the Department of Works, for which I
am more particularly responsible, I must
warn you that you will have to face the
prospect of very serious expenditure., I
claim, then, that so far as the Naval De-
fence Act was & special effort, we shall
bave borne the brunt of it. Turning to
our own policy, I have to protest against
some of the fallacious assumptions of re-
cent controveray, It has been said that
until outside agitation forced our hands
we took no eteps towards a further pro-
gramme which should eecure our position

in relution to foreign navies, 1t has
been suid by Mr, Baliour, among others,
that this was & Uunionist agitation, and
it has been assumed that because we. have
published no programme, therefore we
nave noue. These are all snarea and de-
lusion. (Applause.) ‘the agitation, such
ae iv bus been, began in the leading weeks
1y paper supportng the Government, and
in that paper, and in the Daily News,
have appearca by far the sirongest aud
best-intormed articles on the nceds of the
zuvy. Not even the Times has been mor(
slrenuous in its uemaunds upvn us than
these organs of Rauical opinjon. (Ap-
plause,) But I assert that the Admir-
alty hus boen in advance o1 them aill, as
it was bound to be. Lord Speacer and
his colleagues have for & year had under
carciul cousideragion the unumber ap-.
types ol ships to be addeu to the navy.
With refererce 1o the estimates of the
coming year, when we took office we
found the Naval Defence Act in fu]l swing,
lurge ligbilities outstanding on uncom-
pletey suips, and the estimaces for 1892-
Y3 iramed by our predecessors on w cer-
tain scale.  We uecided, alter consider-
ation, to adopt and extend the policy of
our preaecessors, concentrating our ef-
forts on the more rapid advanpcement and
earlier completion of maval aefence ships,
bur at tue sume gime taking care to lay
uowl & b&ertain number ol new veasols
to proviue tor the coscvinuous aund eco-
qowical employiuent ol wen enguged in
tue nationul Dockyarus for . the year,
18Y4-04. The Buaru practically cou-
tinues on the same lines us their preue-
cesburs, VoORing o still larger cash prov-
ision than wus made for new comnstruc-
tion in 1982-93. ‘This provision ew-
braced the commencement of two battie-
suips and two cruisers ol uurivalled size
anu lighting qualities, besides three
smuller cruisers and two swmaller ves-
scls. (Applause,) Iun wddition, it included
fuurteen torpedo boat destroyers. Va-
rivus circumstances delayed the beginning
of the work of the large ships, “The loss
of the Victoria raised questions which
required time for their s¢ 'ution, and so
pustponed the commencement of the bat-
tlesiiips, The design of the cruisers in-
volved  carciul preliminary investigation
iuto the armewments, protection, ete., most
suitable for them. The result was a
later date for beginnig these vesséls, but
they are all on hand and are being press-
ed forward at the present time. (Ap-
plause,) The smaller cruisers, on the
other hand, were pressed forward more
rapidly than we had et firet intended
and, what is still more important, tor-
pedo bout destroyers—a, most - valuable
and much needed form of defence against
a newly developed echeme of attack—
were increased in number. ‘At the pre-
sent time, 43 vessels of this clas are on
band, instead of  the 20 contemplated
when the estimates of 1893-94 were fram-
¢d. DBriefly summaurised, therefore, the
pusiiion at present is that, although the
programwe hus been varied in 1898-94,
it hae beeu realised for all practical pur-
poses, and is now in full process of exe-
cution. There is a general agreement,
moreover, that at the present moment,
in ehips completed and ready for survey,
we 6taud in an excellent position; but
foreign nations have a larger number of
6hips ou the stocks than we have, and
this demands immediate action c¢n our
part. We can build more rapidly, ae
well a8 more cheaply, | than other na-
tious, only we must never begin too late.
This fact LorJ Spencer’s Board has re-
cognised, and the programme for 1804-
95 will show that there ia no intention
of forfeiting, or even risking in the last
degree, our relative position. (Ap-
plause.) Estimates for 1894-95 wil}
soon be published, and will, I hope and
believe, give satisfaction to al} rational
advocates of-.n strong navy. These cs-
timates simply indicate the year’s work
aud liabilities arising therefrom. They
do not contain ‘the full programme, care-
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fully elaborated in all ite details, but

ublished or intended to be publish-
:? talt) present.  Publication bas been
urged upon us ; and steps have been taken
to enforce publication; there ure, how-
over. good reasons for refusing these ve-
quests.  The Naval Delence Act pro-
gramwe was published, and showed what
was inwenued for five yeurs as ua Inax-
muum.  France aund Ruesia at once took
steps Lo increase their expenuiture, und
o keep pace with us, su that vhe net re-
suli of this great efrort leaves us relat-
ively much ps belore in ships built and
building. A programme there inust be
jor coutinved and elticient administra-
tion. If it is mou published there is &
pussibility. of its being made the stand-
ard of what other nations will do. We
watch their proceedings;; we can build
more quickiy, utd 60 we cun alwyas keep
a leau in completed ships besides choos-
ing types that will outclass those they
Lave Jaid dowiu. (Applause.) Obviously
ilis I8 & common-sense and safe policy.
It secures our supremucy on the seus, and
leaves irecdoms of action to the Admir-
alty ; but it demunds the provisiou of
the means requisite for the work to be
douc in order to fulfil the requirements
laid down by the respomsible proifessional
advieers of the Gouvernment, and from
this burden, even in times like the pre-
sent, the country will not recoil. (dp-
plausé.)—Naval and Military Record.

THE KHEDIVE OF THE SIDAR
The Kbedive's version of the recent
“fromtier jncident” resated by his High-
uess himseil to a gentieman, and who
has given the Daliy Telegraph full per-
mission to make it pub.lc, is Lo the fol-
lowing effect :(—Before 1 went to
Upper Bgypt Iasked my Minister if
there were any, objection to my taking
‘Maher-Pasha, the Under-sgerctary for
War, with me, as Schudi Pasha, tho
War Minister, Deing a ¢lvidan, was
not sufficlentiy acquainbded with mil-
Itary affalrs. The Ministers said thero
was no objection whutever. 1, there-
tore, took Maher to accompany me,
glving him orders not to iutericre or
but himself lorward unless usked.”

The Kbhedive first reviewed the army
at Wady Ha.fa. With the Camel Corps
the cavalry, and the artiilery, bis
Highness was p.eased, and he cxpressed
his satisfaction to both the Eagiish-
and native officers. But the second
battalion marched past badly, and the
Kbedive observed to the Eugl!ish of-
ficer In commard: “I am sorry to find
that the marching of this battalion 1s
not a8 good as the others; but I trust
that ycur men will soon do thelr work
better.” This wus sald in the presence
of General Kitchener, who replied to
the Khedlve thut there was no ‘fault
to find with (he battalion, and that
his Highness,comment woud discourage
the men. To this his Highness retor-
ted, that belng Khedive and Ccmmand-
er-in-Chlef of the Egyptian army he had
8 right to express his opinion, but
that his remark was so trifiing thag
there was no necessity for any further
dlscussion on the subject.

His Highness subsequently embarked
on board the stewmer, accompanying
General Kitchener, and continuing on
good terms with him. At Assouan the
Kbedive fngpecticd the hospital, and
was much picased with it, but after
returning to the steampr, his doctor,
Comanos Pasha, toid him the situation
was fanity. As the surrounding land
was Irrigated, the site of the hosplial
must be damp, and, he added, a native
officer had reported privately to him
(Comanos Pasha) that the Engiish
doctor tn charge was negligent and in.
attentive. On hearing this {he IKKhe.
dlve comp:aincd to General Kitehener,
Wwho replied that his iHghness was no

Jucge ol otue watter, as he changed bis
vpiiion 80 suudeusy; and abt the swme
ume, the Shdar asked whethe,s the Khe-
dive wou.d capress his satisiaction at
the state ol we woups iu o generay
Army Order, the Genera. adding that
o the Kbhedive refused the Bug.ish of-
fieers aL Wady Ha.fa wouud resigs, and
that no other olticers in England wou.d
cire Lo rep.ace thedn, His Highuess re-
pied that he had cxpressed has opanion
up o 4 certain Jdwit, and bhe woudd
nut go beyond jv.

uenerar  Kiwheoer, speuking in a
bigh vone of voice, respouded, 'L do uot
Lk you piave dny Jmit in vhls case,”
4t the same time tendering his resig-
astion.  The Khedive thepeupon to.d
Geaneral Kiwchener vhat he woud noi
auow him to speak in this mununer, and
advised bim to think over the mavier.
His Highness added that there was no
necessity for futher discussion on the
subject; but he huped the S.rdar wou.d
withdraw his resigmation, because if
aice aceepted, cou.d not be withdrawn,

Genera, Kitcheger then withdrew his
resiguatiom, & quiet ta.k ensued, and
the Khbedive requested the Sirdar to re-
tuwra to Wady Ha.fa, to smooth over
dilficu.ties with, the ofiicers there, but
phou.d any oificer insist upon ieaving
the army to te.egraph to him wv once,
and he wou.d puv matters sitraighy,

Generas Kitchener at ouce jett for
Wady Ha.fa, promising his Highuess
thw mothing more shou.d e heard
wbout what had taken p.ace. Lwo
days iater, however, the Khedive re.
ceived o wiegram  from the Prime
Minister, Reaz Pasha, ionforming him
that Lord Cromer had heard from Gea-
eral Kiwhener that the dispuwe had
taken p.ace, that things were serious,
and that the (Riaz Pasha) was ceming
to meet his Higness to glve cxp.ana-
tions,

When the Khedive heard from Riaz
what promises had been made to Lord
Lromer by his Ministers he was annoy-
ed, and biamced them for having made
an ypromisc without first hearing his
side of the story. His Highuess, how.
ever, coiusented tu du waat Lord Cromer
asked.

When Lord Cromer is better the Khe-
dive will explain the whole aifair to
his Excellency.

THE STUDY OF MINOR
TREATIES.

CAPTAIN LOVIS TEBUIT, IN THE VOL-
UNTEER SERVICE GAZETTE.

1t would appear very prosumptious on the
part of o junior voluntevr oificer to lay
down any delinite coms: for the study of
wmisor tactice, These thoughts are wowme
that bave occurred while attempting tof
mak: on.s:ll @ prolicient in the art of us-
ing swmall bodivs of troops that would be
the lot of most volunt.vr company oflicers
to command.

What dvill i8 to the privat:, tactics is,
o ought to be, to the officer.  Tactica
comprise & v.ry wide range, and it is only
to minor tactics that (hes: though.s have
referdmee. Drifdl has only one dircet use,
viz., the arranging that ¢ rtain words and
signals mesn that certain actions arve lo
b executed. Words of comimand are only
abbreviat d explanations of actions to be
p.riorm d. It bhas other indirect uses, prin-
cipal amomg them being the ineuleating
ol ob.di.nee und diseipline. Drill should
become emboidiel in the nature of a eoldier,
and th: word of command given and ob. yed
intuitively. In th: same way factics
should bicom: to the officer the natural
carvinz out of the right action at  the
vizht time.

In the stress of danger in front of the en-
emy, officers, even as en, have not  the

same power of closely reasoning out what
is the right thing to do, even u they hava
the time allowed them. Men are taught 10
obey implicitly, and officers must spon-
tud.ously understand ‘iwo things: lst,
what they are generally ordered and ex-,
pucted 0 do ; 2nd, how tu do it. ‘Lactica
should teach us the first, aud tactics plus
deill  the wecond. ¢

How lfur are we volunteer company offi-
cers learning n0ot o be found wanting ! Are
we going  the right way to quaiiiy lor the
supreme moment when our country, the
lives of our men and oursclves, will depend
to u certain extent on being ready with
the right decision ¢ A wrong decision may
wean death to those entrusted to our care
amd commmand. Not lives luid down for the
guod ol our country, but livee needlessly
wusted through our own lcapacity, It
surely b:hoves us to do our best to prepare,
ovuigelves, for with the greatest amount of
preparation, every vilicer wiil be very far
short o1 perfection. 1t must have been of-
tea in owr minde that there is a greav gap
begween drill and tactice.  Many oificers
caa move their men fairly well, and many
cod form the right judgment as to a cer-
taau mijitary situation, but how many can
combine the two, crystallising the souad
judgwent and the tactice of ¢ he situation
1te words and issue the right orders, not
uonjoun{uy Arysgoduu s[3uw v jno amiAvef
oy botheriny the men’s minds with a Jot of
unuecessary phrases.

This missing Jink one wight call practi-
cal mmor tactice. Often an officer under-
etauds th. principlee of outpost work, and
yet cannot toll oif a picket correctly or
wake a e.ntry uuderstand his duties. It is
casy to say th. advance guard must tara
un occupicd obstacle, aud yet how difficult
to praciically carry it out with your men
witbout hindering the column behind you
Y} 940 BBIPUBUIQ USW INOL FWLIJIBIP 10
country side.

Volunt.er outicers are accustomed 1o issue
certain ordere iu stisd parade movements,
but if pitch-fotked into the field would
hatdly know how to make use of the drill
they bhad becw taught, and yét the whoile
intent of it is for that purposr. One can-
aot feel it is o pity we are tuught such
a lot ol wnunceossury drill movements. Even
our mew drill book includes square forma-
tion with the note that it is only to be
usid against suvages. And yet wany volua-
teer battalions practice it jusi as if we are
likely to Iight Zuius and Hottentois on the
Doiking Hijle& But are not the echelon
movemints about as antiquated ? One can-
aot find » eingle book in which various
forms of attack are propoundedd (and there
are many) in which it is nccessary for the
captains to know what tu do on the com-~
mand “Advance in cchelon at ten paces dis-
tance from 1the right.”

Drif} we must have, but let it bo in ex-
teaded order in battle formation, and in
battalion let it be formation or aiteck as
o ank Dattalion, and carry it out exadtly
as the maich past ; we shall not want ech-
clon formutions and squures then. Thig
would reduce the gap somewhat between
what we practice in principle, and what we
shall have to do in time of war. In judg~
ing of the p.ogries we are wmaking in tac-
tics the sam: scale applies to the judging
of a mation.

At firet it is necvesary to govern by rule,
and when the ruice are understood pring-
ciples can be stadied. Rules c¢ramp and
Bem ; principals allow ecorfain latitude,
nnd, to a certain ¢atent, judgment. A man
even thoush his judgment is weakened by
fear and  the horiible sights of war round
about him, and ia deprived of his beet
power of reasoning, will still do the right
thing and give the right order. It is his
mature and his habit which govern him.

There are many ways ol learning minor
tacticg. The bst school is no doubt war
itectf. But it is doubtful if war would
teach nll that is m.crssary. An example
will ehow this. The first liue of attack
takes up only ome third of the troops ; two
captains only in a battalion will, if they
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survive, have ({vamt the leading of the
forcing I It would r.quire four at~
tacks betore every captam would have
that oppostunity, aud u nuwber of cam:
paigns berore he had goue through the ser-
1e8 of advauce and rear guards, outposts,
and attack and detenee ol posations, But
0o doubt vciuar wareiare would give the
1ishing touch o an otticer who was well
versed and studied in peace time in & man-
ner otherwis: impossibie of attaiument.

(Chere are tnany wuays of learning tac:
tics i—

1. Field manocuvres
or actual oppoucut.

{ Q. So-call.d war games in the vpen. Re-
conaissauce cun ajso be fucluded when un-
dertaken with some fixed idea.

3. War games.

4. Working vut ‘tactical problems sucl:
‘as ale somctimes set in the promotiow
¢Xams. . R B

6. iteading text bovks or mu.uuu.ls,'such
as detailed histories oi actual or imagivary
vingagemente. .

Liet us copsider cach of the above meth-
vds, beginming irom the last i—

Tactics as taught in bovks are rather
dry. Kules are laid dowa, principles enun-
ciated, and «xamples quoted ; but the real-
ities ol avar cannot b: put down on pap:r,
and can ouly be partially imagined cven
by those of the most vivid imagination.
Lxawples quoted to illustrate certain prin-
ciples add much to  the interest and use-
furaeess, bug being drawn for the most part
from the periods previous to the breech-
loader arc pot as striking to us yciug of-
ficers who ouly know of a rifle deadly wt
1,000 yurds. 'Then, unless aided with mups
aad a good map reader, it is diificult to
form even a rough picture of what did take
place. Besides maps do not show hedges
or the height of the crops, and many other
things of vital tactical importance. But
as lopg as the exuminations remain as.
they are, we must and shall study tactics
from the text books. As Primce von Ho-
benlohe in his much read and admired’
“Letters om Artiilery, Infantry, and Cav-
alry” mentions, as the inspection, so the
training. So with us, as long as the exame
jmation is conducted on pap.r, so long will’
text books b: the primciple study of most,
volunteere. '

In the German army much lees is made
of book tactice. The power of quickly aud
energetically solviug some simple military
problem in the ficld, or ¢ven on & map is
what ie required. The problems being very
gimple and wsuitable to the rank of the
examinant. Licutenants are not supposed’
to handle mixed bodive of troops, or capr
tains to solve questious which are more
strategical thaa tactical.

Still, text books contain the foundation
of tactical knowledge ; and more so in the
volunteers than in the regular army. The
composition ol a brigade, and the number
of wagons iu a field battery, may be learn-
ed from obecrvation by a regular officer
in the couree of his profcssional work, but
this is not the casec with a volunteer.
There are many good lwoks, but it is best;
to digest onc well than to turn over the
pages of many. At any rate ti]l one has
ucquired a certain clementary knowledge
it is o use going on and reading accounts
of cagagements real or imaginary.

Learning tactics by the study of certain
imaginary combats has not reccived the
attention that it has in Germany.  After
every manocuvre in Germany all oificers
have to write a rcport of the day’s proceed-
inge as far as they are concerned. Also
in the period of field training it is neces-
sary for the ¢ ompany or battalion to set
many problems. This encourages that
class of literature, it being very necessary
for all German officers to have consider-
able imagination to understand torrcctly
what is going on around them, and to pro-
vide work for their company during the
period of field exerciee.

The books 'written by General Verdi du
Venoia, the pupposcd inventor of the war
geame, are cxtremoly interesting, but rather

. R SN
against & marked

too high game for us company officers: tol
go in for. There are several others, but un-
iortunately they are not accessible to oue
without a good knowledgs oi German. The
“Comduct of a Contact Squadron,” trauns-
lated from the Fremch of Captain Bienr
sin, is just the book we want, if only it
were suitable for infantry instead of cav-
“alry.
i« There was published in Berlin, two
P'oam ago, & book of great interest and
use, but it has remained yntranslated. The
title is “Im Felde,” or “On Service,” It
is an imaginary account of the experiences
of a company officer, and one learns a
good deal of the mature of modern war-
farc in reading it. The importance of fat-
igue. food, and covering are necessarily a
large portion of the book, but that is also
the cage in war. We want some imagin-
ary example of a few day’s warefare in

" the south or east of England worked out

and made accessible to all volunteer offi-
¢ers. We could thea visit the spot our-
selves, and wotice the influence of hedges
and the tnclosed nature of the ground. It
is a striking fact that we who pride our-
selves on being a practical nation should
examine our officers only in book know-
ledge. The Germans, whom we accuse of
being rather p:dantic theorists, examine
their officers in the open. A lieutenant is
given a mection (zug) and is told to act
wud-r a c.rtain supposition, and the energy
aod knowledge he shows in forming his
judgmetit and carrying it out are the points
which determine his success or failure.
Great etress is laid on the decision and en-
ergy ehown and is sure to receive atten-
|ti0n. .

There are other books which are very
uselul, viz., thosc that take up some battle
or engugemunt and detail it with the great-
est car: and exactitude. Fortunately there
ar: a numb.rin our own language, and sev-
eral in German.

CORRESPONDENCES.

THE ADVAFCE UNDER UN-
s AIMED FIRE. § M

To the Editor of the “Army and Navy
Gazette.”

Sir,—~Your anomymous correspondent
“A.B.C.D.” appears to have jumped
somewhat hastily to conclusions in his
contemptuous criticism on my lectiter
under thce above heading. He appears,
tor some reasou or other, to assume
¢hat any views which are not held by
him muyt necessarlly be ‘“‘bosh,” and,
with more frankncss than courtesy,
does not hesitate to say so. It I1s much
to be desived, in discussions on tactical
subjects carried on by ofilcers, that
such objectlionable expressions as ‘‘bosh’
“ballyhooly,” ‘“What in the name of
common gense does he mean,” &c., &c.,
should ot be wsed. They are mere
words, meaningless, and of no value as
argument. Nowadays we want rea-
sons ; mere assertions and words are of
no value, andi can do no good. Such a
style of dlscussiom, It I8 10 be hoped,
wilil soon be obsolete. Your correspon-
dent has not apparetnly thought It ne-
cessary to bring forward any argu-
ments {n support of his strong condem-
nation of my letter; at ieast the only
approach to any argument which I can
find 1s the following :—“Does he sup-
pose that tl~ enemy, busily engaged-
with Ballyhooly, can lire up Into the
clouds at nothing, so as to range 1,500
yards in the rear?” It surely cannot
be meant by '“A.B.C.D.” that the
encmy, ‘busily engaged ‘with Bally-
hiooly,” as he calls it, will fire nsif
on the ranges, yet his query would lecad
one to suppose 8o. In 1870 it 1s sald

to have tuken 1,200 buaebs on u geuer-
a1 average to kiu, and 300 to wound
a man. What became of the 299 which
hit nobody ? In “A Midsuminer Night's
Dream’ there I8 & good deat toud of
men lying on their stomachs biazipg up
into the biue, which may account for
some of the 299, In a descviption of
Infantry tighting «t Woerth, to be
found in “The furmai Attack of In-
fantry,” the narrator states, 'L suw no
actual enemy, but we Keep up uninter-
ruptediy & very hot Jire. We now
again went forward, after having ca.m-
ed the men &s much as possib.e.” 1t s
to be presumed that thse budets feid
somewhere, and he.ped wo contribute
their part to vhe raiov of unaimed fire
which *“A.B.C.D. wscoifs at. Voo
Sckeriff, in reference, to the advaunce of
the secoad line, says, “At this period,
the fire both aimed and unaimged, wid
be 30 intense upon the who.e space,
and (unless led to concentrate iteelf by
the assahant’'s adoption of particu.ar-
1y mnskilful formations In mauass) so
equally spread and‘'in & manner 0 jm-
possib.e to calculate,” &ec. He hud
seen what he speaks of, so presumab.y
is entltied to some credit. Ciausewitz
and Von der! Goutz like wise appear to
disagree with “‘A. B. C.D.,” as vhe {ol-
lowing quotation may exemplfy (p. 107
The Natiom In Arms):—C.ausewitz has
left us, in the pecond volume of his
work upon war, an excellent sketch of
the mature of the different zones which
surround the arena of action, which
runs as follows :—"If we accompany a
novice to the battietipld, as we ap-
broach it even the louder roar of the
artillery alternates with the howling
of the bullets, whick now attract the
attention of the dnexperienced to it.
The balls begin to strike into the
ground before and behind us,” &e., (un-
ajmed fire). “The shrapuels rattle in
roaqfs and flelds, cannon-balls whistle in
all directions by us and above us, and
the frequeat whistling of bullets is
heard. A step further to the ‘troops,
to the Infantry, that has ‘endurance,
Here the alr is tecmiog with hissing
baullets, which make known their pre-
wence by the short siarp sound withe
which they fly an inch off car, head,
and lite,” &c. Von der Goltz comments,
“This sketch is In these day only too
ture ; only, in conséquence of the great-
er range of modern firearms, the zones
are considerably broader. The increase
are considerably broadcer. The increas-
ed preclision of the fire has made also
the Impressions greater. “With ‘the
shocks and sheaves of our weapon of
precision, the thickest rain of bullets
ol olden times cannot for one moment
compare.” Ciausewitz and Von der
Goiltz had both seen what they spopk
of, and thein opinions are usually sup-
posed to be of some account., If ‘‘A.B.
C. D.’”” will think the question out a 11t
tle more he will probably cease to scoft
at the phrase “raln of unalmed tire,”
or to argue that ‘‘the cnomy busily en-
gaged with Ballyhooly" will not Joose
off a sufficient number of unaimed bul-
lets to cause a “‘rain of unalmed fire”
which will make it pretty wet for the
troops In rear. As your correspondent
from his signature @Wppears to have a
fondness for the A.B.C. of tactics, I
will formulate according to his own
letters the position which I do maln.
taln in common, T fancy, with most
Infantry officers, and which I defy him
to upset by argument:—(A.) That as,
owing to the great lmprovemgnt In
Artlllery, It will play a decisive part
in ‘the next war, an overwheiming.
Artlllery I8 a mccessity for us, who,
pwing to our small numbers, cannot
afford the prohlbitive losses of frontal
attacks agalnst nunshaken Infantry,
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and yet mean to attack. (B.) That ax
the first line approaches the enemy’s
position the leading characteristies
will be increasing confusion, constant
loss ol leaders and changes of.conmm.n(l
and a forced mingiing of units as the
closing to flanks or centlre can no longer
1 ccarried out, the whole summed up
in the word “pell-mell,” and that prac-
tice in overcomiug this counfusion and
disorder, in fighting in “reguiated dis.
order” is fire-discipiine. () That the
troops in rear of the [ist line must e
kept in elose order as muul} and as long
as possible: the formations  adopt-
ed must be regulated chicefly, not so
much by the hopossible hope of avoid-
ing loss under the rafn oi unaimed fire
as by the best means tu preserve fthe
offensive spirit  and the forward im-
pulse of these who remain. (D.) That
the maxim oY SBuwarrof sti!l holds
good, *‘the weapon itsel is nothing,
the man behind it js everything,” and
that therefore moral considerations al-
ways have beem and always will be
supreme.

Jeut, 1st Gordon Highlanders.
STEWART MURRAY

Sir Fred. Middleton’s Suppression
ot Rebellion in the North-West
Territories of Canada, 1885.

By General Sir Fred. Middleton,
Continued.

Poumdmuker opened the ball by mak-
ing a long oration, embellished, with
allegories and the usunl Iudian flowe:s
a1 speech.  The gist of it was that he
kuew little of what was going on, that
he bad done his best to keep his young
braves quiet, and that now he had come
to mnke his peace, which he seemel to
think  was very praiseworthy of him.
Several braves followed him. but it was
difficult to aunderstand what they were
driving at. At last a squaw came for-
ward and wanted to make a w~perch, but
I objected, saying that, like the Indians
themselves, we did not admit women to
our councils in war time. and that I
could not listen to her. When this was
translated to her, the dirty but crafty
old woman shrewdly remarked that we
ourselves were Fuled by & woman. In
anrkwer, I allowed that such was the
case, but pointed out that our gracious
Queen only 1:poke on war matters through
ber councillors, bmong whom were no
women. The old lady did not seem to
see it, pnd she was dragged away, grumb-
ling loudly, by wome of her [friends.
l}onn(lmnker kept a dignified «ilence
during this little interlude. After the
braves had all finished I made n short
speech, in which I pointed out the in-
gratitude of the Iudians, who had been
well treated by the white wmeu, in join-
ing the halfbreeds in rebellion, and that
now, when they heard of the defeat and
capture of Riel. they came in with lies
in their mouths begging for peace. I then
went on to s«ay that. in obelience to
orders from the Government., I should
arrest Poundmaker and four of his braves,
bearing the curious names, when tran-
flated, of Leau-man, Yellow-mud- binnk-
et, Brcnking-through-the.-ico. and White-
b""}'- and that the re«t comld return to

CIr reserve, first giving up the men
Who had committed two deliberate mur-
ders of white men a short time hefore.

Pon this, o brave, wearing am Euro-
Ptan woman's atraw hat with ribbous,
“tepped out of the semicirclo, and, sit-
t!f‘lg at my feet. which he graxped with
l)nll\l \;.wo hm'u]s. confegsed to one of the
nn;‘:”"_ Strangely enough, this man's
M’ith(’)u;;‘h[?ln Sr’z}nﬁlntod, was ‘“the man
stepped ontozn.d ténocher Indian now

y » stripping himself to the

waist, ndvinced and confessed to having
committed the other murder. T then de-
clared tie pow-wow at an end, und the
priconcrs were taken off by the mountel
police, and eventually sent to Regina.
The next day. the 27th, the re~t of my
foree wrrived by steamer under command
of Lt. Col. Van Straubenzie. A «mnll
party of mounted police. under Major
Perry, arrived early iu the morning from
the Alberta Field Force. which he had
teft at Fort Pitt, where they ha 1 arrived
on the 25th after great difficulties and
arduous work under the command of Maj.
Gen. Strange. This party had heen sent
down the wouth hank to eee if any in-
formation could be obtained of Big
Bear’s people. whom General Strange le-
licved had started off to join Pound-
maker. On finling that Geperal Strange
was at Fort Pitt. T at once cent off a
steamer with eupplies for his force, in
charge of Captiin Be lson. putting a com-
pany of the 90th, un'er Captain Forrest,
on board. nl-0 Majo- Perry and his party.
When nearly hnli way to Fort Pitt. the
stenmer was hoarded from a canoe hy a
messenger from General Strange, with the
account of an engagement with Big Bear’s
people, and Captain Bedson. very wisely,
raving landed the mounted police, return-
ed at once to Rattleford for further or-
ders, It appeaved that General Strange.
having received certain information, had
marched from Fort Pitt late in the day
on the 27th with all hiz available force,
and came up with the enemy in a atrong
position on a wooded ridge. lrom which
he drove them. and bivouacked there for
the night. The next morn‘ng. the 28th.
he followel up their trail and came upon
them rtrongly posted. near a hill ealled
“TFrenchman’s Rutte,” well coverel hy
& efwampy creck.  After engaging the
enemy for kome time. and having three
men woun “ed. it was reported by sconts
that the creck was impracticable for his
men to crors. ko consilering his force not
strong enonch to run any risks. General
Strange determined to return to some
open ground «ix miles to the rear. from
whenee, after a halt of two hours. he {ell
back to Fort Pitt about five miles dis-
tant. It was a pity General Stranga
had not waited for my avrival. when n
wmore decisive  blow might have Dleen
struck. e reported favorably ol hia
troops. pecinlly mentioning the names
of some of his officers. Brizasle Major
Dale, Inte Madras Fusilicrs, Major Steel.
Mounted Police, Licutenant Strange, now
Royal Artillery. and other<. T imme-
diately iseued orders for the whole of my
column to be ready to leave next day. the
30th, for Tort Pitt. by ~teamer. except
the mountel part. which wasx to mureh
by the trail on the «outl bank. Lt. Col.
Otter anid hi< column remaining at Rat-
tleford.  Aceordingly the next morning.
May 31ct. we left in three steamers. The
dny after, when within kix or seven miles
of Fort Pitt. Major Dale, Strange's
hrigude major, eame on hoard with the
information that the Albert Column had
left Fort Pitt. and wax then camped some
twelve wiles on its way hack to Frenel-
man’s Butte.  Major Dale also hrought
the very welcome intelligence that on
his wayx to me he had come acroxs the Rev.
Mr. Quinney. his wife. and some hnlf-
breeds, who had escaped from Big Bear's
camp fn the confusion cauced hy the nt-
tack ot Frenehman’s Butte.  Maj. Dale
left with the escaped prisoners, and a
messire from me to General {trange that
I woulidl be with him next day.  Ou the
2nd T landed. and with a small escort
rode off to General Strange’s en mp. leav-
ing orders for the troops to be disembark-
cd nud camped where they were.  After
a disagreeable ride we found Strange's
camp pitched wear Ric Bear's late powi-
tion, he havine aseertined that morning
that the Tulinns had sbandoned it.  In-
deed. we afterwards heard that they had
done <o the day after the fight. T found
Strange had sent Mijor Steele to [ollow
the trail of Big Bear. who had apparently
gone northwards., He had nlso sent Mr.

McKuy, Hudson Bay Company, with gome
scouts, by another trail, who afterwards
came across n party of Indians with Mrs.
Gowanlock, Mrs. Delany and other pri-
souers, who had «eparated from Big Bear’s
party, and whom they took in to Fort
Pitt.

We went over Big Bear’s late camp,

and found that the Indinns had made num-
crous rifle-pits, but they were not all
well placed, n good many of them being
touo far back on the platean. The gully
below wag full of carts, broken and
sound, harness, old beddiug, blankets,ba-
cor. flour, cooking-pots, etc., most of it -
being loot. This abandionwment of, to
them, valuable property. showed that the
Indiane were getting demovalised. Gen-
cral Strange informed me thwt the trail
taken by Major Steele wus impassable
for teams owing to the very bad mus-
kegs, and ho wished to take his force by
Onion Lake towards Frog Lake. This
1 agreed to; but I did no't believe that
the trail was so difficult as was made
out ““ Norwesters were still rife, and
I determined to follow Steele’s trail my-
self [ returned to wy camp by the river
and next morning, June 3rd, having dir-
ccte Van Straubenzic to move our ecamp
to Fort iPtt, I etarted buck to Srange’s
camp with all the mvunted men, vjz.,
Boulton’s, Herckmer’s, Mounted Police,
the Surveyor’s Scouts, and Brittfcbank’s,
(late Freuch’s) about 225 in all, with
Major Short, Captain Peters, Lt. Rivers,
tweaty-five artillerymen, one gatling,
and 160 infantry, sclected from each re-
giment, under command of Major Hughes
of the Midlanders, all carried in carts.
We bad a very hard march, nad it rained
nll day. Found Strange waiting to sve
me. his fore: having left for Onion Lake.
. At 2 a. m. next morning I was awoke
with the ncws that Major Steele had
~aught up the rear of Dig DBear's party
crossing o ford, and had killed five ol
them, three of his own men being wound-
od.  Strange started . to catch up his
force, and we started at day-break on Big
Bear'’s trail after Major Steele. The first
part of the rond wuas terrible, owing to
numerous muskegs, but everyone worked
hard, and we ‘managed to get the gatling
and the teams through, the Iatter being
lightly loaded. On our march, at onc
of the euemy’s halting places, we found
& rough mound, which a half-breed scout,
wa had ae interpreter. deciared to be a
grave.  As there were fears that the In-
dians might kill some of their prisoncrs.
I had given orders that the ground in the
vicinity of our march chould be well
scarched for graves, and (hat they should
be all opencd, and reclosed cnrcfully it
only Indiane were found therein, This one
was opened in my presence, and was
found to countain au Indian chicf, who
had evidently been badly wounded by a
piece of ome of Strange's shells. "We
found moro caris here, some with jood
iv them. and a great mpuy furs hidden
about, some of which were presented to
me by their finders. A gilver mug was
picked up here with an inseription on it,
* Presented by General Rosser to Katie
Maclean,” which T took charge of and
afterwards returned to the yvoung lady
herself,

We halted at n point some ten miles
from Fort Pitt where the trail from thera
joined the onke we had come by. I heard
such awful accounts of the trail aheatd
that I set mn to work to make travoies.
A travoic is mad» by fastining two long
poles at one end. the other two ends drag-
ging on the ground, and bheing kept apart
by twc transverse sticks on which the
load i8 put. Thix affnir is dragged by a
poay, dog, or squaw as th: cnge may b))
after the Indian fashion. and sent into
Fore Pitt for wome vough pack siddles
that the indefatigable Bedson bad pre-
pared for an emergeney. 1 also sent back
my infantry, much to their regret, but 1
17l they woull keep us back, and or-
lered the eccond gatling to joig us under
Lt. Rutherford, B Batory. I eent for tho
otber gatling more to console the mount-
cd force for the loss of the infantry than
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for any advantage I espected to derive
from it. Though the gatlings had been
well and pluckily werked th'y hidp ov.d
unsuitable for the kind of fighting we
were cngaged in. At least our experi-
ence at Batoche tautht us that the pby-
sical as well as the moral eifect of the
aatling on our enemy had been very
slight. During the day three wounded
mounted police came in  from Major
Nteele’s party, which wag camped abont
cight miles from us. I rode out to the
camp aud saw Major Steele. He report-
el that he had come up with what was
apparently the rear guard of Big Bear's
party packing up theiv camp. He at-
tacked them, killing several, but the rest
escaped across a ford to an island, and
having counted seventy-three camp fires
at @ camp he had passed, he did not think
his  party stromg enough to fol-
Jow them. ap 130 had relired. He also ce-
porled that his horses were mostly playaed
out, having had lit*le to eat, and he spoke
most highly of the conduct of his officers,
Captain Oswald and Lt. Coryely, non-com-
missioned officers aud men, espeeially
praising the pluck and endurance of the
three wounded men. That evening my
aid-de-camp, Capt. Freer, ipformed me
that Major Stecele and his men were very
anxious to turn back and go with ns, to
which I consented, sending back the most
used-up of his men and horses to Fort
Piti. I kuew from General Strauge that
Major Steele and his men had been most
ugeful to him, and they did excellent ser-
vice with wme, Ma,or Steele proving him-
self to be a most zcalous and excellent
officer. Ever since we bad left French-
man’s Butte our route had been through
woods, the weather being very hot. The
mosquitoes and flies were terrible; how-
ever we all bore it with Christian for-
titude, an occasional big “D* except-
ed!

Steele’s peport of the road ahead was
tolerably favourable, though he thought
we might have some difficulty at the ford
he had mentioned, 6o I determined to
start with my teams, taking with us the
travoies and pack-saddles in case we
might want them. We left Travoics camp
(as we called it) early next morning,June
6th, picked up Steele’s party, and camped
at 6 p. m. after a twenty-five mile march,
stili in the woods, mosquitoes and a large
sor’ of cattle fly callel “ bulldogs,”’ he-
ing fearfully troublesome. We had had
considerable difficulty in getting our
teamé on, but had managed to do so. I
sent on in advance the Surveyor’s Scouts
under Capt. Dennis, with axes, and when
they came to a bad part or a stream
they bushed or bridzed it, so that we
were scldom delayed, the party doing
their work admirably and ekilfully. Be-
lieving now that Big Bear anil his braves
were thoroughly disopganized and might
scatter or turn, I sent off orlers, before
leaving Travoies Camp, to Lt. Col. Otter
to leave part of his foree at Battleford un-
der commwand of Mijor Dawson, 10:h
Grenadiers—who had not quite recovered
from bhis wound—and to take the rest
acrose the river, move on to Jack-fish
Lake, and patrol to the northwest or
Squirrel Plain. I also directed Lt. Col.
Irvine, at Prince Albert, to ecrces a
mounted party at Carleton, and patrol
towards Green Lake, so that with General
Strange moving on Beaver River by Frog
Lake, and my party moving unorthwardsy,
1t would be difficult for Big Bear to get
away. I determived to leave our camp
standing here with a small guard, and
not take any teuts on at all, as it would
lighten our teams considerably; and
marching at day-break, halted at mid-
day near omne of the enemy's old camps.
We found several broken carts with food,
ete.. aud one of our scouts discovered hid
under a large pile of boughs and leaves
two carts full of furs, part of which was
presented to me. There were more pigns,
as usual, of the presence of the prisoncrs
in this camp, bits of tora photographs,

lids of work boxes, small pieces of col-
oured wools tied to branches of bushes,
ete. That evening, after doing iwenty-
five miles we campes] on the high ground,
overlooking the Jake and ford, where
Steele had caught the cuemy crossing. The
lake was o large one, though not shown
on our maps, anl was known {o the half-
breets ns Loon Lake, there being numbers
of these birds about it. I went down to
the ford, passing through the old Indian
camp, where more things were left scat-
tere about. with one Indian lying dead,
shot through the body. We found the
ford quite passable for our teams and gat-
Iings, and next morning we marched ear-
ly, crossed over safely, and found our-
«clver on the mainjanid and not on an
“land.  On our way we passed another
lake on our right, aml on the ridge of
land between the two lakes came across
another Indian camping ground with, as
usual furs, carts, food, ctc., lying about,
and three graves which were found to
contain three Indinns. We found some
seraps of paper here with writing on
them. saying that the prisoncrs were all
right. Our trail this day was very hilly
and tried the draught horses terribly,
and it was wonderful to see over what
apparently impassable ground we brouzht
our gatlings and teams in safety, The
trail conducted us to what we called the
“ Narrows,” being n rapid steam run-
ning from onc lake to the other, amd
which the Iudians had evidently crossed
by mcaus of rafts of wood and rushes. We
at once set to work and made a raft to
takc over the snddles, blankets, ete., and
swam the horses over, leaving the teams,
gatlings, nod twenty-five mounted police
on the hither side. We wmoved on and
bivouacked on a wooded ridge, where
there were evident signs that the Indians
had camped within forty-eight hours.Just
helow where we haltel we feund the body
of an Indinn squaw in a kneeling posi-
tion. She bhad & piece of raw hide—
“ ghakanappy,” as it is called—round her
neck, the ende being fastened to & young
tree,and had deliberately stranglied her-
self.  We hearl afterwards that she had
some disease which prevented her walk-
ing, and her party having no meuans of
carrying ber on, the unfortunite woman
committed suicide. Boulton, who had
beeu sent forward, returned with the un-
pleasant news that the irails of the In-
diane had entered a muskeg, which was
the only way by which we could follow
them to the north, not having boats, and
that the muskeg would be quite impasea-
by us. T went forward to judge for my-
sell. A few yards ou in the muskeg lay
a cart, sunk in over its wheels, and be-
youd it, on the track taken by the In-
dians, were strewed bundles, pots, and
things dropped by them to lighten their
loads. I rode myself into the muskeg, but
«oon sank to my saddle girths and was
extricated with great difficulty, e
bivouacked where we were, the night be-
ing hot, rainy, and * moekitoey.” Next
morning two scouts managed, with great
difficulty, to cross the muskeg, nearly
loging their horses returning. They re-
ported the encmy’s trail as going north,
and aesurcd me thet we could not cross
without losing probably hnlf our horses,
and perhaps some men. With such prob-
able consequences in view, and fearing
the risk of placing such au obstacle be-
tween ourselves and our supplies, I de-
termined to return to Fort Pitt, and
from there make my wuy to  Geoneral
Strungc on the Beaver River. The next
morning we crossed the Narrows again
by a sort of light bridge of iaggots and
ropes, cleverly made under Capt. Peters’
directions, the horses being swum over,
an'l after two days’ fatiguing marches
arrived nt Fort Pitt on the 11th of June.
On the 13th I started with the mounted
men for Beaver River.  Marched thirty-
five miles to Frog Lake an’ pitched camp
close to that of the Midlanders under Lt.
Col. Williame, whom I had ordered there
to support Strange. The eetlement had

keen completely destroyed, and the Mid-
landers had buried two or three bodies of
white people they had found. The next
day we made another march of thirty-
five miles and camped near the Hudson
Bay Post, being torn to pieces by mos-
quitoes and flies, though we were better
cquipped to meet these mousiers than be-
fore, having gauze veils and linen gaunt-
lets, part of the numerous articles kindly
made and eent up to the force by the la-
dies of Toronto. Ottawa, and other parts
of Canada, a great part of which, how-
ever, unfortunately went astray or stolen.
Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise,
witL the kindly thoughtfulness of Ler
race, also had graciously sent out Dr.
Boyd with an extensive medical and sur-
gical outfit, and a large sum of money
for distribution, nnd I received a most
kind letter of congratulation on our suc-
cess from the Marquis of Lorne. The
next day, June 15th, after a short march
of ten miles, we arrived at General
Strange’s camp at the Roman Catholic
Mission ou the Beaver River. We had a
pow-wow with some Chippewayan 1u-
diane, who had been (unwillingly) with
Big Boar, and had got away from him,
bringing with them th.ir missionary, Fa-
ther Le Goff, a very good, wortbhy mun.
Aiter some talk it was srranged that two
of the Indians should be sent down the
river amd try and find out where Big Bear
was Capt. E. Palliser arrived to-day
to joiu General Strapge’s column, after a
hard and adventurous jourpey down the
river from Edmonton. On the 17th Juno
I started with my nide-de-cagnp, Capt.
Freer, and Mr. Hayter Reid for Cold Lake,
about fifteen miles off, where Lt. Col. Os-
borne Smith had been sent with the Win-
nipeg Light Infantry. We had to swim
our horees across the Beaver River, and
found two or three nasty muskegs on the
other eide, and weve more or less baited
by mosquitoes and “ bulldogs?’ all the
way. 1 found Osborne Smith had sent
the Rev. Mr. McKay—one of our best
ecouts—off in & canoe with two Indians
to try and gain information about Big
Benr. This lnke, which is & large one,
is wel] called Cold Lake, as its water is
icy cold, but it peems to agree with the
white fish, pike and krout, which abound,
and are of immense size and very good to
eat. The next day Captain Bedson ar-
rived with supplies and letters for us,
and in the evening the two Indinps camne
in with news that the Macleans and the
rest of the prisoners had been released
and were travelling by Loon Lake to
Fort Pitt. This was graud news indeed,
and I gave orders for my mounted party
to move off at daybreak for Fort Pitt,
and directed Major Gemeral Strange to
collect his force and join me there. Capt.
Bedson and inyself started in & waggon
uext moruing, tthe 19th June, at 3a.m.,
for *“ the landiug * on the North Saskat
chewan River, p distance of fifty miles,
which we did, over a bad and difficult
roed, in about twelve bours, capturing
t emall black bear cub on our way. At
*“the lapding ” we found a steamer, and
in it resvhed Fort Pitt at 10 p. m., Capt.
Bedson star*'ng at once with teaws to
leet the retcased prisouners at Loon Lake.
Our cump avas pitched on the plateau
overivoking the gemains of Yort Pitt,
which bad been placed in a bad position
as regards defeuce. On the 22nd June
Captaiu Bedeon arrived with the released
prisone:s all safe and well.

On the 26th I xeceived the news that
Big Bear’s band had broken up, so with
Batoche captured, Riel and Poundmaker
prisoners, Big Bear powerless and o fu-
fritive, and all the prisoners released, I
considered my work nearly done, and be-
san to meake arrangements for breaking
up the foree. By the 3rd of July the last
of the troops at I'ort Pitt had cmbarked
in the steamers, except the Winnipeg
Light Infantry, under Lt. Col, Osborne
Smith, which were left behind to gother
ia arme wnd prisoners, perbaps Big Bear
himeelf. On my way down the river,
however, I had the satisfaction of re-
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iving a report that Big Bear had given
fn?:ne:ﬁ up (?x:)the 2nd Ju!y to & small
Jdetachment of mounted police at Cariton.
This actually completed the perfect suc-
cegs of our campaign, but our joy was
damped by the untimely de.nth of Lt. Cpl.
Williams, M.P., commanding the Mid-
landers. He died on board the steamer
from the effects of n chill. His loss was
universally deplored, not only by us, his
.comrades, but by the whole of Canada.
1 cannot better conclude this narrative
thar hy quoting the General Order with
whicb 1 took leave of my force:

¢ 1n thus completing the breaking-up
of the Northwest Field Foree, which has
been under the imwmeldiate command of
Major Gencral Middleton during the late
campaign, he cannot let the officers and
men comprising it separate without ex-
pressing his great satisfaction with them.
During the whole time he has not had-to
assemble one court-martial ; and, in fact,
therc has been an almost total absence
of crime. The troops have had great
hardships to undergo, and real difficult-
irg to overcome, and haove borne and met
th:m like mem, with ready cheerfulness
and without complnint. They, as un-
tried volunteer-soldiers, have had to move
in a country where nn extraordinary
seare existed, hand against ‘an enemy with
whom 1t was openly prophesied they
would be unable [o cope, unless with
great superiority of numbers. The scare
they disregarded, as shown by the fact
that during the whole three months not
more than two o three fulse tlarms 100k
place in camp, and the prophecy they ial-
sified by beatiug back the enemy with
a fighting line only equal if not inferior
to him in numbers. Each regiment, corps,
or arm of the eervice has vied one against
the other, and each has equally we]l done
its duty; mot forgeting the transport
service, which under its two able offi-
cers has so well nided our movemmente,
the medical department which has been
o efiiciently directed, and the chaplains
who have 60 carefully and arduously
ministered to our spiritual comiorts. Qhe
Major General iu taking farewel]l of his
old comrades begs to wish them all hap-
piness and success in their scveral
walks in life, and o sincerely thank
them, one and all, for having by their
gallantry, good conduct, and hard work,
enabled him to carry to a successful con-
clusion what will probably b his last
campaign.”

The End.

THE NATIONAL RIFLE
ASSOCIATION.,

Ii the account of thecir stewardship for
1§93, issued by the Council of the Na-
tionul Rifle Association, is not of that
all-round rosy character which they, and
thc'friom]s of the interests confided to
their care, would have wished, there is
4 good deal in it from which heart of
grace may be taken. That portion of
the report which is addressed pereonally
to the members is very brief. No effort
18 made to minimise the effect of such of
it phases as fail to afford subject for con-
gratulation, while, on the other haud,
10 undue elntion is manifested in refer-
ence to matters having the merit of being
satisinetory. The past year’s report is
the thirty-fourth of the eerics, and the
fourth since the removal from Wimble-
'.'f’" to Bisley Henth, where the meeting.
if it does not flourish like the proverbial
kreen bay-tree, is at least firmly rooted
#nd acelimatised.  As we have said, the
report, pure and simple, is brief, and its
puints calling for specinl notice are few.

¢ are referied to Lord Robort's advocacy
of thf standing position for short-rang.
shooting.  In this conncetion some cu-
Flo8ity muy, perhaps, be felt ns to whe-
thor‘the Couneil will have the courage
of his Lordship’s opinion and endenvour
tu introduce more shoulder shooting into

this season’s programme. Mention is
alsc made of the admission of Veterans
to certain competitions as heretofore. Our
readers are aware of what is contemplat-
ed in reference to this class of competi-
tion this year. In regard to Tyros, for
whom cuusiderable provision was made
by the addition of one hundred £1 prizes
in the first stage oi the Queen’s, and the
institution of the Jeffery. All will De in-
terested ia the information that 208 of
these hitherto non-winners took prizes in
the Queen’s list.
* % # » ‘

The finaucial features of the report,
which are the real tests of success or
jailure, are, to quote from the book it-
sclf, ¢ ‘fairly satisfactory.” The sum of
£1,000 has bren paid off the amount due
to the bankers. This reduction of lia
bility hae, admittedly, not been effected
on the etrength of the year’s profits, see-
ing that none was made. The payment
was made chiefly out of the balance
‘brought forward from 1892. Regard-
ing the actual trading—to speak commer-
cially—there was a loss of a little over
£200 on the year’s transactions, as
against over double that sum in 1892.
In view of the foregoing, it is scarcely
neeessary for the Couucil to state that
they will not considor the position of
the Asgociation to be thoroughly saltis-
factory until the roeeipts exceed the ex-
peaditure.  The throwing open of certain
competitions during the first week of the
meeting hasl the cffect of somewhat in-
creasing the receipts; there wuas, how-
ever, a considerable set-off for cxpenses
cause} tiiercby. Somethibg will no doubt
b2 ea.d at the general mecting on these
points, as no expression of approval or
otherwise of the innovation is made in
the report. There is one matter, a Jittle
one of itself, perhnps, but which is wej-
come as indicating which way the wind
blows, and that is, the increase in the
number of vigitors to the camp during
the meeting.  In 1892 the members of
what may be called ““ the public” who
visited Bisley were 5,451 ; list year
these figures were exceeded by about five
hundred.  The greater influx of peaple
did not, however, mecan a correspond-
ing number of shillings to the coffers of
the Associntion, owing to an arrange-
ment by which the railway company
ehares in the procecds. The Council have
uafortunat-ly to d-pler> a continuance
of the falling-off—apparent in other
years—in the receipts from annual sub-
ecriptions. More serious still is the de-
crease in the number of entries for most
of the principal prizes, i.e.. those that
constitute th backbon» of the Bisley meet-

ing.
* * »* *

The various comparative tables prov-
fded for the information of the members
afford interest amd instruction. Taking
the Queen’s, ur coming first in erider of
importance, we finl that the eatries fell
away by f{ifty-three from {the previous
year. and by forty-five for the the
George’s.  The All-Comers. Graud Aegre-
gate, and the Martins suffered in about
the same degree. and the Volunieer Agz-
gregate and Daily Graphic  still more
severely.  To mention some few others
of the M.-H. competitious: the Armour-
ere lost forty-six entries:  Alexandea,
geventeen ; Extira Prizes, jorty-four ; Gre-
gory, 102 ; Ieath. 376 : Pirbright, up-
warls of H00.  Against the foregoing.
the entries for the Carrinzton went up
268. the Extra Prizes and Kynoeh over
200 each. the Pavilion considerably over
100. In the first series of the Tit-Bits
therc was the large addition of over 700
to the figures of 1892, whilst nearly 300
more entrants were attracted by the new
conditions of the Prince of Wales’. and
the Wantage had not far short of an in-
ereass of 400.  Th- hope of winning one
ot the gixteen prizes in the Jeffery drew
1 037 entries.  The sueecrsa of this con-
test shonld, we think. be sufficienily en-

couraging to induce the Council to see the
expediency of extending the prize ligt this
year. The entries in the Any Rifle cate-
gory would scem to have been a dim-
inishing quantity, mainly owing to a
falling-off of about one-third for the As-
sociation Cnp contest. On the other
hand, those in the five competitions re-
gerveG for M.B.L. rifles show an increase
of thirty-three, a result which is chieily
duc to the Steward. Whilst proof was
aiforded of increased interest in such
team contests as the Brinsmead, Belgian,
Mappin, Mullens, and the China Cup, etc.,
it is regrettable to see a drop of from
thirteen teams to eight in the Duke of
Westminster. In this conngction we can-
not help thinking that the path of wis-
dom lays in the direction of offering
money prizes in addition to ihe trophy.
There was o decline in the aggregate of
entrants for the contests restricted to
eporting rifles; and, on the contrary,
a very material increase is apparent in
the category of competitions headed as
“various,”” there secming to have been
a considerable rush of competitorse. These
include the Morris, Smokeless Powder,
Walsrode, and the Whitchead, and they
between them ran on the substantial ad-
dition. of upwards of five hundred more
entries than in 1892. The various re-
volver and pistol competitions show
equally satisfactory results, whilst there
were more than five thousand shots fired
at ordinary pool. In conclusion, it may
be stated that a comparison of the shoot-
ing results of the various competitions
of 1893 compare in a higlly favorable
manner with those of the previous year.
—The Volunteer Record.

THE CANADIAN MILITIA
ITS IMPERIAL IMPORTANCE.

In common with other of our Co onial
Forces the Capadian Mi itia is far too
frequent’y regarded from a lmited and
local point of view, and it is forgotten
that it Is in fast a not unimportant
Hnk In. the scheme of Imperial Defence.
True, there are other links upow which
the prineipal strain of any war we are
likely to he engaged in will more pro-
bably fall, but it cannot be predicted,
when once hostilities have broken out,
what portions of the Empire may be-
come affected nor preecisely what dutles
will fall to each. This much, however,
is cectain, that a co’ony neglecting
during peace to prepare to the best of
fts abiity for its own defence is in-
viting attack at any time that, in the
op’nion of an encmy, it cou'd not easlly
at the moment be atforded support by
the Imperial Forces.

We wou'd not bhe understood to In
any way advoeate n se’fish and short.
ighted po’iey on the part of any of
the Co'onfes, a polry which would dis-
socinte the defence of partieu'ar port
tions of the Empire from that of the
who'e. On the contravy, we hold, that
the cafety and we'l-being of the Empire
abzo'utels require that a complefth
understanding shou'd he arrived at hy
all its component parts as to the re.
quirements for Tmperial Defence.

In this conneetion the o'd tustration
of the bund'e of sticks Is peeuliariy ap-
piieabhle. As Sir George Chesney ob-
gerved in the ecourse of his admirab'e
paper om “The British Empire.” read
by him at the meeting of the Royaf
Colonial Institute on Tucesday, it rve-
quires no great streteh of the imagin.
ation %o foresee that a great war
breaking out hefore any mutual undar-
standing or agreement had been ar-
rived at between the Mother Countey
and the Co'onles as to the relative ob-
{tgntions %o he undertaken by them,
or any mach!nery provided for the pro-
per employment of thelr jolnt resour-
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ces, might' In itsell lead to dismember-
ment of the Emplre—truly the greatest
catastrophe which could befall the
British race.

Well indeed would it be if by the
formationn, as Sir George Cheseny and
others woud have it, of an Imperial
Council, or otherwise, Imperial fede-
ration should be brought a step nearer
accomplishment and the very name of
*‘Colonics’ should fall into disuse, and
we came instcad to speak of the dif-
ferent ‘‘countrics” which make up our
common Empive.

To return to owr jaamediate subject,
the Canadian Militia, cvents, in the
worl®’s history follow each other so
closely that cach one in its turn quick-
ly passes from the public memory. Faw
outside Canada ftself remember that
this Force but nine years ago p'aced at
a few days' notice 5,000 men in the
field In order to suppress Riel’s rebel-
lion in the North-West Territories, be-
xides In the same year of 1885 supply-
ing, at two hours’ notice, nearly 3,000
men in ald of the civil authority at
Montreal,

How well the Canadian Militia ac-
quitted Itself Im the performance of
the former task is, perhaps, hardly suf.
ficlontly appreciated in this country.
Sir Frederick Midd'etom, who was Maj-
General in command of the North-Wast
Field Force, In his General Order Is-
sued upon its breaking-up, expressing
his great satisfaction, dbserved that
during the whole time of the oper.
atlons he had not had to assemble one
court-martial ; and, In fact, therc had
heen an almost total absence of erime,
The troops. the Gempral goes on to re-
mark, “have hadg reat hardships 4o
findergo and reat difficulties to over.
come, and have borne and met them like
men, with real cheerfulness and with-
out complaint. They, as untried Vol-
unteer so'dicrs, have had to move In
a country where an  extraordinary
geare existed, and against an enemy
with whom it was openly prophesied
itwonld he unable to cope, unless with
great  kuperiority  of numhers. The
seare they disrecarded, as shown by
the fact that during the whole (threg
months not more than two or three
false alarms took place ineamp, and the
prophecy they falsified by beating back
the enemy with o fighting line only
equal, {f not inferior, to him In num.
hers. Tach regiment, corps, or arm of
the Serviee has vied one against the
other, and cach has cqually well done
fts duty.” This assuvediy is a  testl
mony of which any body of troops
might well be proud.

Defects there certain!y are  In the
presemt syatem  governing the Canad-
ian Militla, and improvement is neces-
sary in tts equipment, but of the ex-
treme patriotism and devotion of the
men compo<ing it there can he no pox.
sibility of doubt, and we heartily wish
success ta the pradseworthy efforts of
our contemporary  the Canadian Mili-
tary Gazette to nduee Tanadians “to

look  upom their  Militia morve
verbomsly - than they  have  been
accustomed to. ns something

thing morve than an  organisation of
«peeial constables  available when re.
quired to aid the civll power in exert.
mg Ite authority over riotousx subjects.

Eagland’s  participation fn a big
Furopean war wou!d result,, ear con-
temporary feels agsuppd, in at least a
jarge portion of the active Militia be.
g placed on service, for Canada wonld
have to he  defeaded, there s
“emomgh patriotism In Canada to in.
siat upom the defence of the Dominion
in a time of emergency entaillng as
«light a drata as possible upon the
military resourves of the  Imperial
Government.”

&

Will, our countemporary pertinently
asks, Great Britalm, with her Co'onles
scattered all over the world, and the
mecessity of protecting the shores of
ther owm “tight little island,” be able,
in the event of a great war, to spare
sufficient naval foree to protect unas-
sisted the Camadian scaboard?  Con-
sidering the present stremgth of our
Navy, we think that Canada shou'd
find no difficulty in fully appreciating
the folly of depemding wholly on the
Navy for the defemce of the Dominion
‘n the event of a European war.

We can most readily believe that as
soon as the loyal people of Canada rea-
lise that thelr Militia is Canada’s con-
tribution towards the great scheme of
Imperial defence they will insist on its
heing put on a more sound footing.—
The United Service Gazette.
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ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE
CLUB OF QUEBEC.

The tenth annlial meeting of the Royal
Military College Club of Canada was held
in the City of Teromto, on Saturday the
24th of February. Through the kindmess
of the president and members of the Can-
adian Military Institute the mecting was
held in their rooms.  The following offi-
cers and members of the elub were inat-
tendance :

President, Lieut. R, W. Leonard, U, 1.,
Beantford, Ont.

Viee-President, Capt. H. & Greenwood,
1. 1... Cornwall, Ont.

Mon Seeretary-Treas,, Capt. Frnest T
Wartele. R. L., Quebee.

Managing Committee, Licut, D. C. Camp-
hell, U.ll.,, Ottawa ; Lt. Fred W. White,
U.L.. Ottawa ; Lt. L. ITomfray Irving,
R, and Lt. W, A, II. Kerr. ULL,,of To-
ronto, Ont. .

Members—Maj, S0 J. A Denison, RR.CIL.
London, Ont.; Capt. W. M. Davis, 22nd
Batt.. Woodstock, Ont.; Cap*. 1Y M. Gan-
det. R.C.AL, Kingston, On'.. Capt, T,
Drommmond MeKay. 10th Datr. Foronto,
Ont.: Capt. J. Chas. MacDougall. I.R.C.T..
Tarouto ;  Fapt. T, G, Twining, R
Kingston, Ont.: Capt, W. F. Van Buskirk.
R.L.. Stratford : Lt. A, W. Burnham. UL,
Whithy. Ont.; Tt. Francis Joseph Dixoun,
L., Toronto; Li. A, T. K. Evans, U1.1...
Toronto: Lt. K. T. B. Gillmore. Ottawa
Field Battery, Ottawa: Tt J. A Mes-
keth, Tondon Field Battery: T, A, K.
Nirkpatrick. U.L., Smith’s Falls, Ont.; Lt
IT. J. Lamb. U. L.. Quehee © T.t. J.H. Lau-
ric. R.R.CT. Toronto; Tt. . A, Panet.
UL Nmith's Falls, Ont.: Lt L L Pouse
sct. 36th Batt.. Toronto: Li. H. B. S¢rick-
land., WTI.. Lakefield, Ont.: Tit. W, G.
Yarston, U.L., Truro, N.&, and Messrs,
W, . Brough, A. II. N. Kennedlv. B, F. R
Tate and W, G. Warner. of Taronto.

The mecting waeg ealled to order at 10,15
aau. by the president and adjourned for
lancheon at 1.30 after having adopted the
minutes of the last anaunl eeting, and
fully considered the copstitution and by-
laws as amended and reviked by the Man-
aring Committee. and &everal questions
tauching upon the welfare of the elub
and its members.

The meeting re-assembled at 3 and ad-
journed at 430,  The afternoon session
wiag principally taken up with the elee-
tion of officers for the ensning year,whieh
resulted an follows :

President, Lt, B, H. Drury, U.L., Island
Falls, Me.
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Vice-Presidents, Licut. Francis Joseph
Dixon, U.L., Toronto, Ont.; Liecut. D, C.
Campbell, U.L., Ottawa, Ont.

Hon. Secretary-Treas., Capt. Ernest” F.
Wurtele, R.L., Quebee, P.Q., re-elected.

Managing Committee, Capt. J. B. Coch-
rape, U.L.,, R.M.C., Kingston, Ont.; Lt.
L. Homfray Irving, R.L., Toronto, Ont.,
re-clected ; Capt. D. MacPherson, RI.L.,
Montreal, P.Q., re-clected ; Lt. Fred. W.
White, U.L., Ottawa, Ont., re-elected;
Cupt. H. 8. Greenwood, IR.L., Cornwall,
Ont.

The annual dinner was held in the even-
ing al the Walker House. Covers were
laid for about {ifty and a most enjoyable
cevening was gpent.  The elub guests pre-
sent were : Lt. Col. W. D. Otter, D.A.G.;
Mr. W. McLean, M.P.; Gentleman Cadet
Batt. Sgt. Major W. C. Hencker, of the
Royal Military College, Kingston.

The private guests were as follows : Lt.
Cols. Sweny, J. .F. Turnbull, R.C.D.; .
B. Hamilton. Q.0.R.; J. Mason, R.G.; Sury-
Major . W, Strange, R.R.C.I.; Majors L.
Buchay, R.R.CL; H. M. Pcliatt; Q.0.R,;
Capt. F. L. Lessard, R.C.D., and Messrs. W,
Forester, R.C.D.; R. Myles, T.F.B, and E.
1. Temple.

After the toasts of the “ Queen” and
our “ Governor-General” had been hon-
oured, the Hon. Secretary, Capt. Ernest
. Wurtele, read letters of regret from
Hou. J. C. Patterson, Minister of Militia
and Defence, Major General Ivor Herbert,
commanding the Militin ; Major General.
D. R. Cameron, commandant Roynl Mil-
itary College ; Hon. Geo. A. Kirkpatrick.
Lt. Governor of Ontario : Col, Sir Casgimir
Gzowski, Mr. Forshaw Day, Royal Mil-
itury College, and Mr. Willison, of the
Glohe, ‘

When the menu had been disposed of an
interesting tonst list, interspersed with
songs and banjo sclections. was entered
upon, ! i

Mr. Strickland, in proposing the toast
of “ The Government of Canada.” thanked
them for the interest they huad taken in
the RAM.C. He compared the Canadian
Cellege with the American Academy at
West Point, and contrasted the policy of
the American Government, who give all
military appointments to  graduates of
their institution, with that of the Cann-
dion Government in bringing strapgers
from England, of whom they know noth-
ine. and placing  them over  the heads of
the graduates of the RM.C. He snid that
the Canadian Government fixes o stand-
ard up to which its graduates must come,
and he did not eee why those graduates
should be neglected and strangers brought
in.  The evidences of good-will shown by
the present Minister might, he said, lead
to the finding of employment for the grad-
uates in this country, and micht thus
stop their prerent enforced emigration.

Me. Wo T, Maclean. M.P., respouded  to
th> tonxt. H: said he had heen impressed
with th* treatment of (he graduates by

the Governm nt. and that he did not think
th> Governm nt’s conduct in overlooking
the graduai s was right. He had found
in his bricf experience of political life
that there was nothing so bad for the
politician as patronage, and he wished sin-
corely that he could be rid of it to-mor-
tow. H: b lieved that every appointment
shonld go to the man of most m rit. Posi-
tions in the Northwest Mount:d Police.
ete., should b given to graduates of the
college, and poliitick shonld have nothing
to do with th: appeindments. - believed
that Mr. Patt vean v wanxions to do all
b eould for 1he eollege. and that he was
doine evervthing in his power to strength-
en the military foree of the country, but
politics were undoubtedly in his way., Tt
has heen eharged  that the sehool was
Eazlish in ite tn-deney. Mr. Maclean. af-
tor giving an clequent deserintion of  the
Faglikhman's charnetor. esaid  that  the
rehon! could not imbur o b-tter idea than
this. T - c¢losed a good speech by expres-
xing the pieasure it afforded him to be
prosent and promising to do all in his
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power in the interests of the college.

The toast of “The Army, Navy, and
Militin” was proposcd by Mr. Leonard,
the retiring president, and was responded
to by Cols. Sweny, Tutnbull, Hamilton and
Musoa, all of whom referred in the highst
terms to the Royal Mxlx@a.ry College, its
graduates, and the beneficial effect they

Col. Hamiltou, after an admirable sketch
of the bhistory of the Cavadian militia,
said that the time had come whe‘n they
should lot the members of the Govern-
ment know that they demanded that the
claims of the ‘gmduatcs.of the Military
College should Dbe recognized. It was &
shameiul thing, he said, that men like
Stairs had 1o go from the country to carn
a living when there were pusitions in Can-
ada that would give them ecmployment.
He claimed that the militin of Canada
bud not been fairly treated. ‘They had
been treated as a fifth wheel. . )

Col. Muason also e¢xpress:d the opinion
that the Government had nét done its
duty to the R.M.C. It was understood at
the time that the college was siarted. he
said, that its graduat.s should have lirst
cluim on the Government, but this had
not been done, and the militia had suifer-
ed by it. He was glad to see that Mr.
Macican realiz.d the position and had pro-
mised to do what he could for the grad-
uates.

The other tonsts on the list were “The
Press,” * The Royal Military College” and
“ Our Abs:nt Comrades.” * The R.MML.C”
was received with a heartiness and en-
thusiasm which showtd how dear to its
alumni the college is.  After the singing
of “*Rule Britannia” and the “Red, White
and Biu:,” the toast was responded to by
Col. Otter, Capi. Twining and Batt., S:rgt.-
Maj. Hencker. .

Col. Otter, after sp.aking in the highest
terms of the college and the cducation
given there, dwelt upon the nccessity of
the Capadian militia, if it is cver To be of
real sorviee, being educated.  He condepm-
ed in the strongest manner the appoint-
went of mw.n to positions in the perman-
vnt militia owing to political influence.
“We have had comsiderable experience of
such men,” he said, “and they have been
fouad wanting.”

“Qur Abs.nt Comrades” was proposed by
Mr. O. R. Evans and responded to by Major
Denisou, London.

A YEAR'S NEW WARSHIPS.

The -warshipe, exclusive of torpedo-
Loats, launched during the year 1893 for
the various navies, with their tounnage
and estimated speed, were as follows:

Great Britain: Second class protected
cruisers : Astrea, 4360 touns, 19.5 kuots ;
Cawbrian, 4360 tons, 19.5 knots; Char-
ybdis, 4360 tons, 19.5 knots ; Flora, 4360
tons ; 19.6 knots; Forte, 4360 tons, 19.6
kuots ; Hermione, 4360 touns, 19.5 knots.
Gur vesesels: Speedy, 810 tons, 20.2
krots ; Dryad, 1070 tons, 19.0 knots. Tor-
pedo boat destroyers: Havock, Hornet,
Daring. Lynx, each 220 tone, 26.27 knots.

Argentine Republic: Gun veesei: Pa-
tria, 1183 tomns, 18 knots.

Austria Hungary: Protected cruiser:
Kaiserin and Konigin Maria Theresa,
5100 touns, 19 knots. Gun vessel ; Sat-
cllit, 500 toms, 20.5 knots.

Brazil (purchased from Schichau, of Elb-
ing) : Five torpedo boat destroyers, 120
tons, 26 knots.

Chili : Protected cruiser: Blanco™En-
calada, 4400 tons, 28 knots.

China : Proftected cruisor:
1040 tons, 16 knots.

Denmark: - Torpedo boat destruyers:
Nerdkaperen and Makrelen, each 120 tons,
20 kunots. :

Franc:: First class battleships : Charles
Martel, 11,800 tons, 17.5 knots; Jaure-
guiberry, 11,820 tone, 18 knots. Second
class battleships for coast defence: Tre-
houart, 6610 tons, 17 knots. Armoured

Foo-Ching,

cruiser: Clarner, 4760 tous, 19 knots. )} «d t0 form & second battalion to

the

Protected cruisers : Bugeaud, 83720 tons. i‘,t\\'dal)“l'i"t‘ regiments of infantry of the

19.5 knote; Chuasscloup Laubat, 8720
touns, 19.5 knots ; Fricant, 3720 tons,19.0
koots ; Such:t, 8430 toms, 20 kuots. Gun~
vessels : D'lberville, 925 tons, 21.5 knots;
Fleurus, 1810 tons, 17 knots, Torpedo
boat destroyers: Lunsguenet, 138 tons,
26 knots; Archer, 120 tons, 20.5 knots;
Mousquetaire, 125 tons, 24.7 knots.

Germany : Protecter cruiser: Gefion,
5000 tons, 20 knots.

Italy : Protected cruiser : Liguria, 2225
tons, 18.56 knots.

Russia : First class battleship : Tri Svi-
atitelia, 12,000 tons, 17.6 knots, Third
class battleship for coast defence: Ad-
mirai Ushakoff, 4126 tous, 16 knots. Gun-
vessels : Guidamak, Griden, Vasdnik, eacly
400 tons, 21 knots.

United States: First class battleships
Indiana, Maesachusctts, Oregon, each
10,200 tomns, 16.2 kuots., Ram cruiser:
Katahdin, 2100 tons, 17 knots. Protected
cruiser : Minneapolis, 73560 tons, 21 knots.

Hayti: Gunboats: Alexander Petiom,
Capois la Mort, each 200 tons, 14 knots.
The total warship tonnage launched by
eack of the more active naval powers
was thus : France, 52,188 ; United States,
40,05C; Greut Britain, 28,920; Russia,
17,328.

DOGS IN WAR.

The Germaas have devoted themselves to
the tiaining of dogs for carrying commu-
nications to and from outposts with coun-
siderable success, pointers being found the

st aniwals for the purpos:. Larger dogs
are pow to b: (ried in conveying ammuni-
tion. Comsidering the relations between
men and dogs in England, where certainly,
ia spite of the scven-and-sixpenny duty,
aow overdu., more dogs are kept as pets
than in any other country, it is strange
(thinks the Daily Chronicle) that we have
doa¢ nothing in th: way of utilizing for
military puipos.s, und cspocially for car-
rying orders, the services of the affection-
ate “Iricnd of man.” There is, it is true,
an Act of Parlinm nt against employing
dogs in traction, but there scems to be
nothing in its spirit or its letter to prevent
the use of dogs as m ssengers, even if they
are made to carry & smal!i burden. The
German Army dogs have a sprcial officer
and & specinl body of men charged with
their mnurture and tiaining, They are
taught to maich without frisking about,
to avoid barking, but to annouac. the pres-
cnce of strungers by a growl, to carry
messages up to two and a half miles by
koowu 1oads, and beyond that distance to
find their own way across country, and to
do their duty at th: command of any m.n
in the sum: unifoim. Th.y are fed syste-
matically om biscuits and m.al prepared
with water of stock, and their high intel-
ligenee ix in every way dirceted within the
timits of & narrow circl:. The trainer is
o.dered to be sparing of both rewards
and punishm pts, but th: dog is always,
on doing well, to b: welcowed and patted.
—~—Navai and Military R-cord.

THE 2ND SOMERSESSHIRE, L. 1.

The Somersetshire L.I., the 2ad Batt. of
which was expected to arrive at Devenr
port at the cad of the week after anab-
sence abroad of over sixteen years, was
raised in 1685 for the purpose of aiding
in the suppression of the “Monmouth”
Rebellion, and bas seen service in nearly
every part of the empire. On its colors it
bas the badges of the “Sphinx,” super-
scribod ‘leypt,” and a “Mural Crown,”
superserib 4 “Jellallabad.”  The honors
which the vegim.at is entitled to bear on
its colors ar: Detting.n, Martinique, Ava,
Afghanistan. Ghuzn ', Cabool 1812, Sevas-
topol, South Alrica 1878-9, and Burmaly
1885-87. The raising of the 2nd Batt.
oaly dates from 1858, wheu it was decid-

" dispise and (Xterminate dacoity,

lhae, During  the pust five years it. has
served, and  scen  comsiderabiv service ia,
Burmah, where, wigh the 2und Devoms, it
did wuch bard work, having bevn broken
up iwtv detachw.ats W form cofumns to
A8 8
regim.nt, the Somersets are without equal
in the army. In the ficld or in quarters,
it has always won the greatest of praise
from gencrals and other officers, and, be-
ing a Westcountry corps, it will be gladly
welcomed ia the Three Towns.

A MAN UF I'HE HOUR.

The dirccror of Laglaud’s naval con-
suuucuon, Mr. Wilham H. White, C.B.,
LoD, koKD, piobabiy bolds at this mo-
weot he wost respousible position in the
Wide  wortd, s that upow Lis judgwment
rests  the s.curity of the British Bmpice.
buviag the pasc tour mouths no vne coud
pussibly cavy the post held by this geu-
ticmay, as siuce  the naval crusade begau
Uctober ase the Adwmiralty hus beea de-
luged by ccemoustrance, suggestions, impli-
catioms, aud oLers ol assiswanee on the part
ol laventos, artiticers, spics, et Loc genus
vwie., During  the whole of this trying
time My, White bas had o combat the pre-
possessions 10:110.d by neval authorities al-
most as highly placed as hims:1f, He has
had to weet the arguments of irrespon-
sible Parliaw.ntarians who, oitur wrapt
ia prejudice, think they are better in-
formed  than the cxpert himself; and in
addition be bas had to fight the dogmalic
opiasions of his once colleague, Sir Edward
Liced, the member for Cardifl, whose judg-
meat in mattors of shipbuilding can only be
impugned by ihose of the very highest
coastiuctive ability. That he has succeed-
«d in satisfying all the objections raised
by the Ministry appears to b: proved by
the contidence reposed in him, as it is per-
fectly certain that before the Cabinet sep-
arated for their b.icf vacation the arrange-
meats for the new naval programme were
80 far completed that they were agreed
to, and Mr. White was left in full charge
to carry out the details. It is uaderstood
that Mr. White, who has now held the po-
sition of chiel naval constructor for many
years, is opposed to the enormous and un-
wicldly buttleships which fill thice-filths
ol tbe proposcd wava) programme.. He be-
lieves in the rapid cruiser and the swilt
to1p.do catcher, as it ia quit: estabiished
that no great navel cogagement of the fu-

ture will be fought in battalions, The
upinion of the leading unaval experts of

Frapce is that there can by no weans be
a repetition of Trafalgar—that is to say,
the sea warciare of the future will be a
serive of svparate attacks, serried lines of
ships at anchor b.ing impossibie from the
poiat of view of wodern artillery. Mr.
White coincides with this idea, and it is
seaerally und -retuod that the Lurds of the
Admiralty are with bim on this question.

“THE MAGNIFICENT STRIP
OF EARTH CALLED]
CANADA.”

Sir Heary Tylee on Mouday cvening pro-
sided at th. house dinuer of the Imperial
Lastitute, an.! subscquently at the evening
lecture. *Our New Highwuy by the Orieat
across  tne Mouataius, Prairivs, and Riv-
ers of Caaada,” delivered by Mr. J. E. Mud--
dock. Th | cturer expressed his deep re-
gret that England had allowed her hold of
the magaific ut strip of carth called Can-
ada to be loosened in the way she had’
doae. Canada was larger that the United
States by 500,000 square miivs, but with
a populatioa scarcely greater than that
of Scotlaad. The iand wus groaning for
population and for the means of opening
up the couatry and the vast forests capa-
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bie. of supplying the world with timber
for a ceatury to come Canada oifered
an extrem.ly valuable field for emigrants
such as agriculturists, artisans, and labor-
ers. He referred to the extreme rapidity
with which towans sprang up, and by
weans of som: b.autiful limelight views
—60 in number—illustrat.d the route of
the Camadn Pacific Railway. A secetion of
the Camadian poople—happily a minovity
—were in favor of aun:xation to the Unit-
¢d States, and to his mind o great mistake
was made in the withdrawal of British
garrisons, as these and th. presence of &
British gunboat in such & river as the St.
l.awrence were calculated to stimulate
patriotism in Canada for th: mother coun-
t©1y. Ammexation to the United Siates,
however, wae certain, umless steps were
taken to keep Canada in touch with these
islands.

JACK LOFTUS OF “OURS;” OR
ST. VALENTIEN’S DAY,

My fricad Jack Loftus, of the —— Fusi-
lieis, hav.ng “left the Service,” there is no
longer any imp dim nt to the publication
of the following incid. nt in bis life, which
may aot b. unintercsting to the votaries
of that popula: charact:r.—Saint Valen-
tine.)

““Bo you don’t kiow Jack Loftus '—

Well, th.m, let me say,
That th: bist of good commades
H: is, in his way.
Ii he diaws out your fun,
H: o ’er takes 8 man in;
H:'s a capital *‘shot,”
And has *“‘no «nd” of “tin.”
The right sort of fellow,
Is Jack, you must know—
To his fri.ad firm and fast,
Ever fair towards a fo:;
Whilst his sly 1ougish glance,
Which att.acts every maid,
Mak:s the regiment laugh
When he com 8 on parade.
Juck had jo.n.d us at drill,
Oa Saint Valuntine’s Day,
With his hand full of letturs,
And laughing away :(—
* Come, I 1ay, you ' Old Buifer/
“Come just look'ee here ;
“I'm in love, to the tune
*Of nin: bundred & y.ar!’
Well, nine hundred a year
Is not bad, Jack, said I,
Such an income has pleasurcs,
I canmot deny—
(Should:r Arms !)—for mys:l!,
To the wieh I incline,
That all *‘Subs.”’” has a8 much
Who go into the Lin: !
* Yery tru , my d.ar fellow :—
“‘You sce she invites
“M¢ to m:et her, and then
“She’ll «xplain what sh: writes.”
{Pres.at Arms !)—“so to-night,
*About sev.n, you know,
“To wait this adorable
“Creature we go.”
* It’s modt lucky, old * chappiv,’
“That ‘thiz is Lcap Year,
“Whea th: girls may proposc,
“And have nothing to fear
“From papas or mammas,
“For the custom, you sve”—
“ls to pay. eir, resp ct
“And obediince to mel”
*Oh, conrionnd the old Colon:! !
“How loud he do:s bawl [—
“We must go there to-night,
*Or we kan’'t go at all "—
“Mr. Loftus, P've hitherto
*“Spoken in vain;
“Have the goodn.:es to go
“Through ‘Th: Maaual ’ again !
L ] [ ] L J L ]
Wh.n at mees in th: evening,
The win: had gone round,
~ And “First Post ” of Tattoo
. With our great-coats around us,

W. mad. for the door,

And bowl.d off Lk two shots
From u “.ny twoniy-tour.”
What ook plac: at this wmecting
1 do wot imtend )

To divulge to my sisier,
U “atimate riind ;7
But L Enow, iom that tim:
Juck deteimin d that lite
He could no more cnjoy
1l he bad not & wife!
] L R [
At the barracks, ou. moruing,
Parad: had ben formed,
Aad the Colon.l, as usual,
Swore, frett.d, and stormed ;
When o window flew open,
And what shouid he h.oar, -
But th: laugh of th: girl
With nine hundred a y.ar!
“ Who is that ?”"—i0ar.d th: Co.onel—
* Who dares laugh at me ?
Some oa: laugh.d in the tanks, therc—
* Caa none of you see 17—
*8ir, that was Mrs. Loftus,”
The Adjutant cried—
* Oh, hanz Mis. Loftus!”
The Coloa.l replied.
* And now p.ay, Mr. Loltus,
" What wm.animg has this?
»For, by Jiago, 1 lancy,
* Theod’s som.thing amiss !’
* Why, no—not quite «xactly, sir,
1t will app.ar,
“*Bince the lady poss.sses
“Nia: hundred o yoar!”
“What ‘—n u: bundrid o y.ar!
“You dou t say so '—b).ss me: !
“Why now, how very fortunate
“You s:em to bel
“We must a.l drink your h alth, Jack,
“Aml—ch, by the by,
“For your step of prowmeiion

"rn

At once Vil apply !
Major A. ST. JOHN SEALLY.

DEATH OF COL. BARON DE
ROTTENBURG.

Was b g unng o sound,

Col. Buion George de Rottenburg, C.B.,
Milita.y Knight of Windsor, di:d some-
what un.xp.ctedly at his 1esidence in the
Lower Ward, Windsor Castle, on Sunday
mo.ning. H: was born in 1807, and e¢n-
tered th: Army in 1823, when he joined
the 81st R:gim.nt, becoming Colonel 29
y.ars later. He nlso served in  the 60th
Rifies and the 49th Regiment, and retir-
ed from th: Army in 1861. Baron de Rot-
tenbu.g was for a comsid:rable time in
Caaada, acting as assistunt adjutant, as-
sistunt quart. rmast:r-gene.al, and adjut-
ant-gensal, and during th: rebellion in
1837 commanded the Militia and Volun-
teers in several districts. He was a Com-
mission r for th: d-fence of the Province,
and assisted in drawing up a Militia Bill.

THE NATIONAL RIFLE AS-
SOCIATION.

On Wednosday th: 3+th annual report
of the National Rifl: Association—the
fourth simce 'th: priz: mecting has been
held at Bisl y—was issu'd by the couacil.
The total neeipte of the year were £22,-
032, and the (xp ndituie £21,407; the
differcace, with a balance of £1,075 from
the previous y.ar, enabiing the council to
pay off £1,000 of th: d'bt (ncurred
through th: removal from Wimblidon).
The amount of ind bin 8s now standing at
£7,5600; th: tota] amount given in priz-s,
m.dajs. pools, &ec., (£11,474) was £411
moce than in 1892, Th* «xperiment tried
last July of imercasing th: numb-r of
prizeg in th: Qu en’s serirs to 600 by ad-
diae 200 prizos of £1 cach (th: last hun-
dred boinz reserved for tyros) gave en-
couragem 'at to young shots, 108 of the

tyros winning prizes in the general list,
in addition to thos: taking the reserve
hundred. The receipts from coips hiring
raages for ordinaiy practice do not show
the iacreas: for which the council had
hoped ; though the receipts for admis-
sion to the Bisley ground show a slight
failiag off.

PRIZES FOR RIFLE COMPE-
TITION.

The Military Gazette is and always has
been supported principally by shooting
men, whose orgamn it has always been,
and whosee interests it is always ready
and eager to champion. Wishing to do
something on its accord to help the rifle-
men, the owners of this paper have
d.cided to offer a handsome prize for
comp.stitioa to any regiment or com-
pany in Canada. In doing this they are
not trying to pose as philanthropists;
they have a selfish object as well as the
promotion of rifle shooting in view. This
vbject is to increase the usefulness of the
paper and enlarge its field by increasing
its circulation. The more subscribers we
have the better our paper will be.

The conditions then on which we will
preseni ‘thesd prizes are: 1st. Eight
names are to be sent to us, of members
of your regiment, who are not at preseut
subscribers to our paper, and who want
to receive it; 2nd. Sixteen dollars, the
amount of the eight subscriptions for one
year must accompaeny the names and these
will receive the Gazette for one year.

The priz: will thun be forwarded, all
charges prepaid, to any address in Can-
ada, to be competed for by the regimeni
thus qualified, all conditions of shoot-
ing, etc, to be settled by the committee
of its rifle ussociation, and the result and
full detail of the match to be forwarded
for publication to this paper.

You will be astonished to find how
wany of your officers and shooting men,
who would be much intercsted by our
puper. and to whom it would be of much
practical uee, o not subscribe for it.
The following ie & list of the prizes from
which you may make a selection:

The Roll Call, by Lady Butler, siz: of
frame 30 by 42 inches; Quatre Bras, by
Ludy Butler, siz- of fram* 30 by 42 inches ;
‘Balaclava, by ILady Butler, siz* of framy
30 by 42 inches; Pour La Patrie, by L.
Royer, size of frame 27 by 36 inchegor
the pair; Trompette de Dragon, Detaille,
size of frame 22 by 28 inches; Chasseur
a Cheval, de Neuville, eize of frame 22
by 28 inches. The pair are beautifully
coloreC engraivngs, while the other pic-
tures are in black and white, and all
are the work of M-ssrs. Boussod, Valadon
& Cie,, Paris, successors to the world
rcnown.d bhous: of Goupil, of the Fine Art
Socicty of England.

For a Mees Room or Armory no picture
could be more suitable. Do you not think
that your officers und men would be glad
to get for your regimental matches a
prize worth lully $12 at practically ro
cosl to themeelves ?

I BARGAIN FOR $70.00 GASH.

Infantry Lieutenant’s outfit, tunic, patrol
jacket, mess jacket and vest, dress trousers,
gold stripe, undress trousers (2 prs.), great
coat, forage cap, cross belts, pouch, sword, and
slings, all of modern make and in fair order.

Also sets of gold belts and sword knot, in
velve® lined tin case, for $25.00

Apply to INFANTRY P.O. Box,
1260 WINNIPEG.

OR SALE—Rifle Captain's Uniform. Full

Dress, Undress, Dress [acket and Waist.

coat, Overcoat, Crossbelt, Sword and Belt,

Forage Cap and Persian Lamb Busby. Ileight
sft. 11, chest 37 inches.

[. H. KNIFTON, Parry Soun!',



