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A COMIORTING GOD.
A SERMOXN BY THE REV. E. A. MACKENZIE, B.A.,, CHESLEY, ONT.

“As one whom his mother com-
forteth, so will 1 comfort you."—Isainh
Ixvi, 13.

Have you a mother—the nurse of your
infancy, the companion or your child-
hood, the guide of your riper maihood
and womanhood, your friend when all
other friends proved false, one whose
heart is @ stranger to every other feel
ing but love—your own mother ?

Porliaps you had a mother. Tong
ago you laid lher in the silent grave,
and the grass of many summers has
srown and withered over the little
mound. but to you it is still a sacred
spot. There she sleeps, whose love for
you, whose care over you. you are only
beginning to find out—your dead mo-
ther.

Why do I ask these questions, and try
to touch. though with blundering fin-

gors, this tenderest chord in your heart?
i

Il tell you why—that you may inter-
pret the textt Lo do so, you do not
need the help of any learned commen-
tator, you do not need to listen to any
subtle theological discussion from the
pulpit. You nced only think of your
own mother—of her ceascless love, of
her watchful cave, of her infinite pa-
tience. Think of these things. and then
you have the very best exposition of
this beautiful text—* As onc whom his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort
you.”

The word * comfort™ must be taken
lere not in its restricted modern sense
of consolation in sorrow merely. but in
its broad root-mcaning of companion-
ship with strength—help in cvery time
of need. Did you ever notice how full
the Bible is of this comfort of God ?

“Sing. O heavens, and be joyful, O
carth. and break forth into singing O
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mountains, for the Lord hath comfort-
ed His people, and will have mercy up-
on 1lis aillieted.”

“ Blessed be God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort,
wlho hath comforted us in all our tribu-
lations.™

“1 will not leave you comfortless, 1
will come to you,” says Christ to Ilis
weeping disciples. The third person of
the Godhead is specially designated the
Comforter. Thus we have God the -
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit united in a tripity of comforting.

The little word “*as” is the key to
the text, and the thought must there-
fore be followed out along this line. A
mother comforts her child by providing
for its needs. Long before the litte
c¢hild is able to frame jts wanis in
words. the mother knows them and
provides for them. What it shall eat,
and what it shall drink, svhat it shall
wear. and where it shall go, its hours
of sleeping, and its hours of waking are
all ordered by the thoughtful care of the
mother.

So God cares for us. Everything that
we neced—our food and raiment, every-
thing that we have or arc—our health
and comfort, cverything that we hold
sacred in lifc—our homes, friends and
loved ones—all are from the hand of
God, showered down upon us before we
ask Him, or even know what we most
need. “*Surely God is good to all, and
His tender mercies are over all His
works.”

Not only is a mother's comfort mani-
fested in supplying the needs of her
child, but also in denying her child
many things for which it craves. If the
child in your home could have every-
thing it wanted, it would soon agstroy
itself. It would have the razor to
flourish, the ecarving knife to fondle, the
lamp to play with, and the Dottle la-
belled poison to drink from. It often
longs to have these things, and petu-
lantly streiches its tender hands to
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cluteh them, but the wiser mother, in
spite of chiidish protests and bitter
grief, puts them away beyond reach,
saying softly but fitmly “Baby cannot
have these things.”

Even so are we short-sighted children
of our Meavenly Father. We want so
mtuch to have things that IIe will not
let us have. We eagerly cluteh for
them, and struggle and protest agaiust

Him when He will not let us have
them. Often  smarting under some

great disappointment, we say out of
i broken but rebellious heart, and
through blinding tears, that God’s hand
is heavy upon us. lis ways past find-
ing out. We are so slow in learning
that He knows us better than we know
ourselves, and that lle is far wiser than
we citn possibly be. Who cannot look
back to the days of thoughtless, rest-
less childbood, and see from the per-
spective of yecars, nothing bhut love in
what was once thought to be parental
harshness ? So from the perspective
of eternity we shall be able to look back
upoun the way along which God has led
us, and to see that a loving TFather
wisely ordered all things for our goed.

All this time, too, the child is quite
unconscious of its meotber’s care. In-
deed, no one ever koows the sum of 2
mother's thoughts for her child. All
through the helpless years of infancy
she broods over it. By night she keeps
many a vigil, and by day her cye is
c¢ver upon jit. Though she scems to Le
busy with other work, out of the corner
of lier eye she is constantly watching
the tottering steps of her child as it
plays about her, and ever and anon she
quictly pushes some obstacle out of its
path. So there is an uncouscious guid-
ance of providence in the life of every
one of us. God sces us past maay s
danger that we do not see ourselves,
He takes many an obstacle out of our
path, and shuts up many a dangerous
by-way in our face—watching with un-
slumbering eye that we are guided
aright.  As Jean Ingelow says in one
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of her works, “We o away from home
and wheinn we return and are asked,
¢What has happened to-day ?’ we say
¢« O nothing particular, when perhaps,
we have had escapes at which the
angels have marvelled. I will guide
thee with mine eye.”

Terhaps the first and deepest and
truest intuition of childhood is the necd
of a mother’s care. Nothing clse can
take its place. Have you ever scen
c¢hild in the hands of strangers weep-
ing a if its little heart would break, and
refusing to be comforted ? Toys and
candy proved of no avail, until at last
it was taken 1o its mother, when
straightway the childish grief was
soothed in the melody of a mother's
voice. Iven so tlie human heart craves
for the mother-love of God. There are
voices erying out from the deep plices
of our souls that can be answered and
stilled only by the God that made us
for Himself. We may try to satisfy
them with the tinsel Laubles of this
jife, we may try to drown them in the
clang and clamour of daily toil. but only
wlhen as children of the Great Father
we pillow our heads upoun the hosom
of the Almighty, are we true to the
deepest yearnings of our hearts.

Especially is this child-instinct strong
in udmes of suffering and trouble.
There is medicine in a mother’s voice,
and balm in a mother’s touch that can-
not be found in any drug store. As the
hurt child runs to its mother who
cathers him to her breast, and puts
lier ear close to the quivering mouth to
hear the recital of grief and pain; as
she administers comfort and sympathy
and the pain vanishes, and the burden
js lifted from the heart. and the sobs
cease. and the sun shines again for the
little child ; so God bows down His car
to the cry of His distressed ones. In
all their afllictions, He gives sympathy
and consolation, and makes answer,
“ As one whom his mother comforteth,
so will I comfort you.”

The child may be wayward and sin-

ful, yet that cannot turn away a
ther's love.  When everyone clse has
lost contidence in the boy, when the
consequences of sin come home to him,
and others say *1t serves him right,”
the mother’'s heart is bleeding for her
erring child.  With exquisite car she
Lears the first sigh of penitence, and
with open arms she freely pardons. O
that every waywiard child of sin knew
that God loves like & motlher! O that
all who are counted outcasts by society,
and who fcel themselves to he almost
astaways, knew that all through the
years of their God-dishonoring lives, in
spite of their ingratitude and sin. God’s
love, unchanged and unchangeable, has
brooded over them, and ycearned for
them with a ferveney surpassing the
love of a mother’

When at last the wayward child,
blinded by sin. like the blundering pro-
digal in the fifteenth of ILuke, turns
his back upon home and govs awander-
ing into the far country, and no one
Knows where he is, except that very
likely he is treading in paths of sin,
cven then a mother's love will follow
him. II¢ may cross oceans, and live
under many @ clime, but he cannot rid
himselt of the encireling love of his
mother. These words of the well-known
hymmn :—

mo-

“Go for my wandering boyx to-night,
Go search for him where you will,
But bring him to me with all his

blight,
And tell him I Jove him still.”

find an echo in every mother's heart.
But God who put this enduring love
into the hearts of mothers, has HHimself
2 heart so full of love, that in the per-
son of Jesus Christ Ie came to this
world to seek and to save the lost. Iis
areat mission was to look into the
faces of Tis TFather's erring children,
and to icll them of the love that they
were spurning.

But that is not all. When we have
said all this about a mother's love. there



276 THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNA L.

yeot remains something more to be told,
and that ig, that a mother will not hesi-
tate to sacrifice her own life to save
the life of the child she hore.

The Marquis of Lorne, in his
“ SKetehes of  Canada,’ relates how
some years o the wife of one of
band of Christinn Indians on Manitou-
lin Island, wandered with her child in
her arms too near the e¢dge of the shore
ice. in the spring of the year. The
picce on which she stood suddenly

broke off. and before help could be,

given, floated out into Lake ITuron he-
yond reach. Death overtook Loth, but
it was seen by thoge who found them
that the mother's thoughts were all for
her child She had taken everything
there was about herself and wrappea it
about her babe.  When at last, over-
come by cold and exhaustion, she lay
down to die, she arranged her body so
that ceven in death it should shelter her
chiid—=her face bending over it with a
fond expression that death itself was
not able to obliterate. O sacred mys-
tery of a mother’s love! There is no-
thing like it, but the love of God in
Christ. constraining ITim to be craci-
fied in the likeness of sinful flesh, that

we might be clothed in flis righteous-
ness and have eternal life.

“ Like a cradle, rocking, rocking,

Silent, peaceful, to and fro,

Hangs this green earth, swinging,
turning,

Noisecless, jarless, safe and slow,

Like a mother's sweet looks drop-
ping

On the little face below,

Ifalls the lght of God’s fice bending

Down and watching us below.

And as little babes that suffer,
Toss and moan and cannot rest,
Are tke ones the tender mother
Holds the closest, loves the best.

So when we arve weak and wretceheq,
23 our sins bowed down. distressed,
Then it is that God's great patience
Holds us closest, loves us hest.

O areat heart of God ! whose loving
Cannot hindered be nor crossed,
Will not weary, will not even

In our death itsclf be lost.

Tove Divine! of such great loving,
Only mothiers know the cost,—

Cost of love, which all love passing
Gave itself to save the lost.”

e g AR IN b A n R R A T T A e

Why those fears ? Behold, “tis Jesus
ITolds the helm and guides the ship.
Spread the sails and cateh the breezes, -
Sent to waft us o'er the decp,
To the regions,
Where the mourners ccase to weep.
—Selected.
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THE DECALOGUE IN RELATION TO THE
SERMON OXN THE MOUNT.

AN ADDRESS TO THE Y.M.C.A. OF McGILL COLLEGE BY THE
REV., PROF. SCRIMGER, D.D.

1 am asked to speak on the subject of
tho Decalogzue, as the central feature
of the O1d "Testunent or Mosnice legislt-
tion. in relation to the Scrmmon on the
Mount, the great New Lestament code

of morals, with more particular regarvd’

to the differences bhetween them.  Inas.
much as both these codes are usually
regarded as having  Divine authority,
those differences are apt to  occasion
some perplexity. Unless rightly under-
stood, the apporent antagonism hetween
the two, somectimes awakens the sus-
picion cither that God is not consistent
with Himself, or that Moses had noe
irue claim to speak in lis name. Ny
object will be to endeavor to set the
matter in its true light, and if possible
remove the perplexity.

Now, that there fs a difference, ad a
very important difference of some kind
hetween the Mosnie Inw on the onc
hand. and the standard gziven in the
Sermor on the Mount on the other
must be rully conceded. The language
of Christ plainly implies it. _ Again and
again in  Tlis scrmon He says: “XYe
have heard that it was said by them of
old timwe,” or rather, “to them of old
time,” as ihe Revised Version has it
“hut T say unto you,” so-and-so some-
thing very different. “Ye have heard
that it was said {o them of old time,
thou shalt not kill, and whoesoever shall
kill. shall be in danger of the judgment;
but I say unto you that everyone who
is angry with his Dbrother, shall be in
dangzer of the judgment.” “Ye have
heard that it was said, Thou shalt not
commit adultery; but I say unto you
tl:at cveryone that looketh on a woman
to lust after her, hath committed adui-

tery with her already in  his heart.”
“ Again, ye have heard that it was said
to them of old time, Thou shalt not for-
swear thyself, but shall perform unto
the Lord thine oatus (or as it might
better be rendered, ‘hine oaths in the
name of the Lord) : but I say unto you.
Swear not at all”  “Ye have heard
that it was said, An eye for an cxe and
a tooth for a tooth ; but I <ay unte you.
tesist not evil.” “Ye have heard that
it was said., Thou shalt love thy ncizh-
bor and hate thine encmy : but 1 say
unto you, leve your enecmiecs and pray
for them that persecute you.”

‘The same difference is involved in the
very passage in which e repudiates
any  hostility 1o the Old Testament
“19hink not that I i come to destrey
the Iaw or the prophets. I am not come
o destroy t to fulfil.” ‘This fultilling
iz sometimes explained as referring o
Iiis accomplishent of the types and pro-
phecies, or to Ilis perfect obadience o
e commands of the law. Put while
these things ave all true in themselves,
there seems to he no reference to them
anywhere in the Sermon on the Monunt
The reference is rather to {he fact that
e proposes fo lift the standard up 1w
a higher level all along the line. and
present a higher ideal of chavacter for
the attainment of ITis followers than
that which had previously prevailed.
The fact that He thinks it necessmy to
repudiate any  intention {o  destroy.
shows that Ie must already have said
much to create the impression of antag-
onism to Moses. That impression
deepened to the very end of Tis minis-
try, so that it virtually formed the
chavge which the Sanhedrim sought te
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prove agafast Ilim as an oxcuse for
His death. There was a sense in which
the charge was false, but there must
have been some sense in whieh it was
true, or they would not have seized
upen it so confidently. In fadt, e are
all conscious of a differeree in passing
from the one Pestament o the other.
Whatever we may make of it, the dif-
ference exists and cannot be ignoved
or denicd.

It has been usual to explain this dif-
ference by supposing that Christ’s at-
tack was not really against Moses, but
agaiust the current interpretation of
his law by the Scribes and Pharvisees,
or against the traditions of the clders
which made void the law. As for the
Iaw itgelf, Ile asserts its permancence
in the strongest possible terms.  “ Verily
1 say unio you. Till heaven and earth
pass away one jot ov one tittle shall in
no wise pass away from the law, till all
things be accomplished.  Whosnever
therefore shall break one of these least
commandments and shall tesich men so.
shall be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whosoever shall do and
teach them. shall be called great in the

Kingdom of lecaven. For any crro-
neous interprefntion of the Iaw. of

course. Moses was iz no way respen-
sible, nor wus Cheist bound to ceept
it.

Now there is uo doubt that a zoml
deal of the enrrent interpretation put
upon the law by the Scribes. wis ex-
ceedingly puerile, and in some cases it
practically nullified the intention of the
lawgiver. Nor is there any doubt ihat
in seme of Iis discourses, Jesus does
denounee these evasions, and character-
jzes them as they deserve @ such. for in-
stance. as the device whereby they ox-
cused themselves  from providing  for
their aged parents by declaring all their
property corban, or devoted to the
Lord. And.as will appeara Jittle later
on. I bielieve there is a sense in which
it is true of the teachings in the Sermon
on the Mount. that they arve dirccted
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against a misapprehension or misuse
of Moses, ratier ian against Moses
himself. DBut this is hardly sufticient
to explain the whole ease. In the ser-
mon or the Mount Christ makes no di-
rect charge of misinterpretation, nor
does lle even give such prominence to
their interpretations as to suggest that
IIe is directing His attack solely against
them. In several instances, the very
words of Moses are quoied by them-
selves, and His own precept set over
against them, as if 1le were determined
to muke thie contrast between Ilimself
and Moscs as distinet and unequivocal
as possible. Where the eorrent inter-
prawations are referred 1o, they are
treated as if they were the natural and
legitimate interpretations of what Moses
meant. He seems therefore, to occupy
the somewhiat anomalous position of
carnestly upholding the law of Moses
and yet of being profoundly dissatisfied
with it, of being strongly in favor of it
and yet of Deing vigorously opposed to
it Such 2 manifest sclf-contiadiction
is of course inconceivable as 2 reality,
and leads us to suspect ihat the law of
Moses must somchow have a twofold
meaning. according to the way it is
taken. one of which Il¢ adepis as the
Law of the new kingdom bur not ke
other.

Let us look at it and sce.

The deealogue. which is represented
as having been given directly by God
from Mount Sinai to the people of
Istiel. and afterwards written on two
wbles of stone. is very zenerally tiken
as a summary of the moral law, or a
statement of man's duty fo God and to
his fellowmen. As such. it is embodied
in all our Chureh Catechisms, and finds
a plkitee more or less prominent in our
Church services.

Now, I believe that use of it is per-
fectly legitimate. and certainly it has
served o wholesome end. We may traly
say that in all literature there is no de-
tailed summary of human duty that can
for a moment compare with it in com-
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prehensiveness and suggestivenvss, In

few words, casily remembered, it
touches all the great departments of

kuman duty, and forbids the central
sins around which all others, in some
ashion cluster. It bars the passes, as
it were, which open out on the great
realms of evil, and guides the soul into
the one straight and narvow path of
righteousness. In one way it is not so
comprehensive as the two-fold law of
love which Christ found also in Moses,
and emphasized in such a striking man-
ner; but it is practicaily more helptul in
the education of the conscience just be-
use it is more specific and detailed.
You will observe, hiowever. that the
decalogue ean be made to serve the
purpose of a moral code or of an edu-
pator of conscience only by a somewhat
free and liberal interpretation of its
terms—so free and liberal, in fact, that
it somectimes becomes ceven strained
and unnatural. You require to take its
precepts as  suggestions  rather than
anything clse, and read into them 2
areat deal that does not appear on the
surface. If you take them literally. t.h*',\'
would come very far short of bheing
anything like a complete statement of
quty.  They expressly forbid only it
fow plain sins out of 2 much larger
mamher of the same class that might
be mentioned.  They  contain fewer
still  positive requiremenis—and  those
few not the ones we would he inelined
to think the most important—Sabbath
keeping and respect to parents.  No-
thing whatever is said about such vir-
tues  as  patriotism, courage, patience,
wgratitude. benevolence. temperaiee or
self-sucritice. The motives which they
present are of a somewhat local and
temporary charaeter, suited to the «ir-
cumstances of the Jewish people, valid
clsewhere only by a certain degree of
acceramedation or spivitualizing.  Je-
lhovah alone i to bie worshipped an
fearcd. for ITe it was who had brought
Isracl out of the land of Egypt, and
out of the Liouse of bondage. They are
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to honor father and mother. that they
might, as a people, long petain posses-
sion of the L.nd whither they were go-
ing. The commandment as to the ob-
servance of the Sabbath appears in two
forms. In one of them the reason is
seneral ;5 but in the other it is urged
on them by the memory of their hard
experience 1 Bavpt, These may sug-
gest very good reasons why we should
keep the commnndments, but if taken
literally. we can hardly be expected to
feel their force.

All his is sutlicient to make i1 plain
that it is only by a sort of accommoda-
tion or theological convention the de-
alogue can be taken as o statement of
the moral law, and leads us to inquire
whether this was the purpose for which
it was originally given, whether it had
not at the outset some narrower aim
altogether.

We do not need to go very far in order
to discover what that primary aim was.
It is universally recognized that the
Mosaic law was for the mosr part a
legislative code rather than a moral
code. It was a body of civil statutes
intended to be enforced by the authori-
ties of various Kindsz with pains and
penalties, just as our acts of T*arlinment
are enforced by tiie executive and judi-
cial oflicers of the land. It was char-
acteristic of the time and stage of civili-
zation, that these lsraelitish  laws
should extend over a somewhat wide
ruge. and be made to cover some sub-
jeets now loft Iargely to the frecdom of
individuals, especially the subject of re-
ligion. Here the worship of Jchoval
was  established and maintained by
law, while all other cults were forbid-
den on pain of death. But they were
cssentially the same in chavacter as
national statutes.  And the decialogue
so far from being formally a promulza-
tion of the moral law, was really only
the first sketeh-programme or outline
of the fundamental principles of that
legislation. Details were filled in by
subsequent eucactments where neces-
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sary, but this was the sort of general
preliminary statement or protocol that
formed one side of the covenant entered
into at Sinal, between Jehoviah on the
one haad, and the people of Israel on
e other. IHe promiised them His pro-
tection and blessing, on condition that
they enacted and enforeed laws of that
tenor. Listen to the assurance God
gives to the people before announcing
these laws, ¢ Now, therefore, if ye will
obey My voice indeed, and keep my
covemunt, then yo¢ shall bhe a peculiar
treasure unto Me above all people ; for
all the carth Is mine” (Ixod. xix., 3.}
Such was the acreement which they ae-
cepted. In terms of it the worship of
Jehovah alone was to be iolerated. and
all others forbidden, Jeloval's ¢luiracter
was not to be degvaded either hy ma-
terial representations of 1Tim or by
profanation of ITis name. The Sat.bath
rest was to be observed. Parvents were
to be honered. Life and praperty were
to be Quly protected. the rights of mar-
riage muarded. jusiice faithfully ad-
ministered. and oven the beginnings of
ovil, as far as possible. checked. That
covenant was made, not with the indi-
vidnal Jew, but with the nation as 2
whole. Individuals might break it, bhut
so long as the nation enforeed it and
punished the guilty. it wag regarded as
Keeping the covenant. Of course such
an enforcement must always have heen
piactically impossible. without a sym-
vathetie obedienice on the part of a
large mujovity of the people. hat ihe
entire history of the nation is made to
hinge on that covenmant with them as
an organized whole. In so far as these
iaws were carried oui. the nafion was
made to prosper. Whenever their rulers
neglected them and  failed to enforce
them. judgments were sent and disaster
hefell,  This was particularly true of
the statuies relating {o the worship of
Jehovah alone. It is the constant prac-
tice of the historians and prophets to
complain of the toleration of Canaanite
calizions. and of the introduction of de-
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i
graded forms of Jehovah-worship. Their
kings are constantily rebuked and criti-
cised for not vepressing these, and the
national -nisfortunes are attributed in
inrge degree to their weakness in. this
regard. The constant test by which
they estimate a king as good or evil, is
his attitude on this fundamental ques-
tion. David, though far from being a
man of spotless virtue, is a King after
God's own heart, because lhie is faithful
to the mational covenant. Jeroboam is
chiefly  condemned beciuse he set up
the golden calves, and his successors,
bhecause they walked in the way of
Jeroboam. and in the sin wherewith he
made Israel to sin.

This national statutory character of
the law of Moses expliins some things
that otherwise wotild seem strange and
unaccountiable. It explains, for ex-
ample, the apparent harshness of some
of the principles that are found in it
All eriminal law must sometimes ap-
peiar stern and harsh, if 2t is to do any
zood. It scems monstrous at first <ight
that Moses should calmly Iay down the
precept, “an eye for an eye, a {ooth for
o footh,"—un precept that is given three
times over in ihe FPentateuch. But it
becomes Latelligible when we remember
as the context plainly shows, that it
wits a principle 10 be observed by the
judges in assessing penalties for wrong
donie to another. In the more general
form tihat the penally shounld be pro-
pertioned to the wrong done, it is vir-
tually the principle observed in our
Courts to-day. It was not intended as
a justifzation for personal retaliation.
vut rather *o secure such a firm ad-
ministration of justice on the part of
the authorities as would take away all
temptation to personal retaliation.

This also explains the negative or
prohibitory form of the decalogue. From
the nature of the case. all eriminal stat-
utes must be prohibitory—a perpetual
“Thou shalt not.” It is only to & very
limited extent indeced, that legislation
can cnforee the positive virtues. Its
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function must ever h¢ to provide for
the punishment and prevention of
crime. We¢ do net look in public sta-
tutes for anything relating to the vir-
tues of patriotism, courage. devotion,
aratitude. benevolence. gentleness, or
self-gaervifice.  They would be out of
place there. However important they
are for the development of right moral
character. they cannot be sceured by
the methods of Law or by the infliction
of penalties. It is for this reason alone
that we find no allusion to any of them
in the decalogue.  They were just as
necessary then as now, and their value
was fully understoad by Moses. But
in public statutes any allusion to them
except in the preamble, would he
meaningless.

Jut it may be asked, is there not ai
least one of the commandments thit
cannot be regurded as a publie statute
to be enforced by the magistrate ?
What do you make of the tentls, against
coveling ¥ Does not this roelate to 2
rerion outside the judicial province, and
lay a prohibition simply upon the indi-
vidual conscience ?

At first sight it certainly looks like
it. Dut the ditliculty is only an ap-
parent one. On  the statuie bhook of
every country in the world there are
laws parallel to this prohibition, and
based on precisely the swme principle.
These are direcied not so much against
overt acts as against the intentions that
lead up to them, such forr example as
those amainst vammaney. loitering with
intent o steal. conspiracy to defraud
or injure, thveats of violence, and =o
forth. The law. while not dealing di-
reetly with motives or inclinations that
find no expression at all, properiy
cnough takes cognizance of these un-
completed crimes which have revealed
themselves in intention  bhy some out-
ward sign. The Ilaw of Moses simply
did the same.

Now this statutory character of the
decalogue is not inconsistent with its
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use as a moral educator, or as sugges-
tive of & moral code.

The two fields of jurisprudence and
morials are not coterminous by any
means, but they largely overlap, and
camot be  Kept  altogether  distinet.
Henee all statutes, by whomsoever en-
acted, i they are right statutes, have
an  cdueational  value, and help indi
viduals in the community to a clearver
sense of their duty. They ought to be
hased on moral principles, and in se
far as they are so, they give expression
to those principies. They cducate even
beyond their own standard, for they ai-
WIYS sugrgest o great deal more than
they actually express to the conscience
that is wishful of guidance and lighu
The briefer and less technical they are,
the more casily do they lend themselves
to this serviee.

But from the very nature of the case.
niational statutes never can he a perfect
and complete expression of moval prin-
ciples.  They can never he anything
more than an approximation to a per-
fect moral staudard. This is partly he-
s of the limitition of 1he field to
things prohibited. and partly because
cexpedicney as well as right always en-
ters into the actual legiskation of every
people at any particular time in their
history. To take one well-known in-
stance from the Mosaie legislation @ the
law of divorce for reasons of exyadi-
eney, came far short of the moral ideal
of marriage. which Moses bhimself gives
in a different connection. Owing 1o the
Lavdness of their hearts, it was the only
Inmw that could be practically carried
out. and therefore it was cenacted. It
is wholly unfair, therefore. to eriticize
Moses from the cthical standpoint. as
if he had set out to give such a code
pure and simple.  That purpose wias
not absent whollye, but it was incidental
and indirect. Ile must Le judged sole-
Iy by the fitness or otherwise of his
iaws. 1o secure the ends of all legisia-
tion in view of the situation of the
nation.
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But further, and this I regard as im-
porfant, it is quite evident that as sta-
tutes, the laws of the decalogue must
bLe interpreted in a very different way
from what they would be as moritl pre-
cepts.  All statutes when used for judi-
cial purposes. must be interpreted
somewhat rigidly, according {o the let-
ier. They must be taken to mean no
Jess than they say @ but ueither e
they be made to include more.  No
judge can ever have the vight to punish
a man for aerime that is not distinedy
and expressly prohibited. Inferential
or constru-tive crimes are unknown to
jurisprudence, except in the most des-
potic countries. where the individual has
1o rights which the ruler is hound to re-
speet. It would never do to give any
magistrate the right o make a law on
the spot 1o suit the ese of an aecused
person  brought before him. Ia our
courts of law we frequenuy find evil-
doers excape what everyone feels would
be just punishment, simply  beaise
there is no statute under which the
charge can be brouglht. We nced not
wonder then that the Jewish Iawyers
should have spent much  time and
thought in defining cexacily what things
were forbidden by the Jaw of Moses,
and what things were not, and that
their  distdnctions, as recotded  in the
mbhinical writings, should sometimes
appear mther nice and finieal to the
ordinary Iixy miml.  These definitions
were necessiry for  judicial purpesces.
and have their counterparts in the
pleadings of our courts to-day, mud in
the legal literature of  every civilized
coumiry in the world. I€ the Jewish in
terpretations given in the Talmud often
seem to us forced and arbitmey. and
cven subversive of the intention of the
Inw. we must remember that their code
was an unchangeable one, and that she
Wtly way  they  could modify 1 law
which scemed 1o longer suited to the
times. or intmduce 2 new one  that
secemed to Le cailed for, was by an in-
terpretagion.  Their method, however,
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wias in the main @ perfectly legitimate
one for its own purpose, and no other
was really open o them.

Bur just here we come upon their
great mistake. and it was a most seri-
ous one. They committed the huge
blunder of supposing that these inter-
pretadons and definitions, which were
perfectdy valid in jurispradence. were
also valid in morals, that a man was
bound in conscience to do only what the
statuts or ¢ivil law required him to do,
and that he was free to do anyihing
not expressly forbidden by law, that
motives and passions, good or evil. had
no significance except in =0 far as they
issued in overt acts, and that the sute
of the heart was of no account in est-
maung character, because these were
matters which could not Lie dealt with
in courtt They simply confounded the
ticld of jurisprudence with the ficld of
cthics, and refused to sichnowledge any
diffcrence between them. It is just as
it one were 10 claborate caref.ily and
accurately the Inws of metrical versiti-
cition. and then insist that these were
the only laws of poctical composition.
It is olvious that, however truc amd
necessiry they gy be in their own
place, no literal obscervance of them
could ever make :t poet.

The cffects of this confusion were s
disistrous s mizht be expected. Any-
one G see At ghimee how ans=atisface
tery our own statute law would be i
usedd in thar way as e sole standard
of conscivuee by the peaple mencrsiiy.
It would produce ut nittion of sharpers
and hypoerites exstedy like what the
worst class of the Pharisees scem to
have been in the time of Christ—men
wha paid tithe of mwint aud anise and
cummin. but omitted the weightice mat-
ters of the Inw, judznient, merey. and
fGrith. whoe stsined out qunats and swal-
Iowed ctinels, who made long prayers
24 devoured  widows' hiouses.  Of
course conscience will assert itself in
many cases. in spite of erroncous teach-
ing. and there were many even suuong
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the Pharisees in the time of Christ, who
rose instinetively 1o a higher standard.
but their teachers, under the bondage
of this legal method, hindered rather
than helned themn Lo the discovery of it.
Where the Spirit of God is there will
always be liberty, mor¢ or less, but
those who attained it owed notaing to
the aceredited rabbis of the nation.
These strove only 1o bind the con-
sciences of the people with the casuis-
iry of the legal definitions. Those who
followed their teachers, moved on the
Jower level of punciiliousness at the
best. At the worst, ey became lw-
abiding scoundrels.

1+ one way this mistake was a natu-
ral < 1¢ for the Scribes io make, since
the lIaw of Moses caune to them s 2
divine law, and might be supposed to
be perfect for moral purpases as well
as for the administration of justice. It
is always casier in any case to expound
the letter of & preeept than to iteh
its spirit. But. nevertheless it was 2
mistake wholly  inexcusable.  Moses
himself supplied abundant material for
correcting it.  The Pentatcuch is DY
no means all statute law.  Seattered
through its pages there are the sub-
limest cihical principles, such as must
lic behind all statutes, and bhe recos-
nized practically by the people in most
of their life rclations, if justice is o be
administered at all and socicly held al-
torethier. It was to {hat very treasury
which was under their hamd all the
while that Jesus himself went for the
lefty  preeepts which IHe set over
azainst their quibbling. The prophets
and psalmists of their nation felt in-
tensely the differeiice hetween legalism
and true righteousness of chouneter. in-
sisting  everywhere upon the pre-emi-
nent cladms of conscience. whatever hw
might say.  But their sucerssors in the
ribibinical schonls had sunk down (o
an infinitely lower level, and  while
thinking to exalt Moses as o lhuwegiver.
really rohbed him of his highest claim
{0 honor as a prophet of God. They
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were right enough In 2 way, as far as
they went, but they stopped short at
the very point where it wias most im-
portant that they should move forward
to the fuller unfolding of tlie divine
will.

We can now understand the reason
for the somewhat ambiguous attitude
of Christ toward the law, so that He
scemed 10 be against it, and yet was
not so. He had no quarrel with the
lw of Moses in itself as 2 body of civil
stitutes, nor even with the current legal
interpretation of it for judicial pur-
poses. In fact, IIe did not concern
Uimself with that aspect of the matter
at ail. lits significance was already 2
thing of the past. Whether i value as
a svstein of jurisprudence wis great or
small, IIe knew it would all sosch come
to an end with the disappearance of
the Jowish nationality, when there
would be no longer any civil authority
1o enforce it Nor had IIe any quarrel
swvith the ethical teaching of Moses™ law
when fairly understood. But Ile was
profoundiy dissatisfied with the legal
method -of interpretation as a means of
wetting at that ethical teaching. and Ile
substituted for it the freer method in-
dicated in the Sermon on the Mount.
As the legal method was the current
one at the time, and the only one re-
cognized in the schools, it seemed as if
in rejeciing it e were at the same
time discarding the law itself. In real-
ity. however. e came not to destroy,
but to recall ihem o a belter and more
spiritual mode of interpreting it. where-
by its standard woeuld he practically
lifted up to a highier level than it at-
tained in their hands.  This  higher
ethical interpretation had bheen more
U hinted at by Moses himself, and
hiad been urged by the prophets as the
true ideal of service and chameter. but
had been lost agmain by the Scribes that
followed Ezra. Christ disinterred it as
it were. and gave it the full support of
11is authority. To this end ITe Iaid the
fullest emphasis on those precepis con-
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tained in the law which the rabbis had
never been able o speil altogether by
their legal definitions, such as the two-
fold commandment of love. and showed
how these should be used to suguwest
the sense in which all others were tu
be taken. Petter still, Ile gave o prac-
tical exhils*tion of this higher sense of
the law in His own life and character,
by loving words and still more loving
deeds of tenderness, compassion, and
self-denial.  XYie not only poinicd out
the way by which men would be per-
fect as their Father in heaven was per-
feet. but ¥le went thar way Himself
and bade Iis disciples follow as hest
thex could under the inspiratien of that
example. But. above all, by 1lix aton-
ing death Ie released the conscience
from the depressing burden of  past
failure. mve every aspiring soul a fresh
-start. as it were, on the upward way,
awakened the hope of suceess in attain-
inz holiness, kindled devotion. aroused

enthusiasm, made the loftiest ideals
seem near ot hand, and the greatest
difliculties seem smali. Ile thus chang-
cd the moral outleok of the world and
brought in a new cra.

In doing all this, however, IIe threw
no dizcredit upon Moses. cither as law-
siver or prophet. His legislation was it
necessury stage in the development of
the Kingdom of God, and prepared the
wiy for something better.  Like ail
try + zrowth it already contained ihe
clements of the better stage enfolded
within it. Christ only showed how to
read Moses. so that the ethical teaching
mizht he disentangled from the legal
wrappings. how the kernel might be ex-
iracted from the husk that was now
ripe aund ready to fall away. From the
natre of things. the once could not have
been without the other. Moses wias the
natural  antecedent  of  the  Christ.
Christ the true suceessor of Moses.

II¢ who never connects Gad with his
daily life, knows nothing of the spiritual
meanings and uses of life 5 nothing of
the calin, strong patience with which
ills may he endured ; of the gemtle
tender comfort whiclhh the Father's love
can minister ; of the blessed rest to be
realized in Iis forgiving love, His ten-
der Fatherhood ; of the deep, peaceful
sense of the Infinite One ever near, n

refuge and strength.
—F. W, Farrar.
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SYMPOSIUNL

IS THE TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
CANADA SUFFICIENTLY PRACTICAL®

I am Jooking at this question in the
light of your cditorial exposition of the
me:ining of the terms, and after having
read Dr. Armstrong™s introductory pa-
per. You include in the term * friiu-
ing” all that in class-room, college life
and mission field goes to mould the ¢n-
bryonic preacher ; you mean hy * prac-
tical,” that whkich tends to produce
preachers who will = preach sermons
that will lift men ;™ and you ask, “1Is
the training for the minixiry in the
Presbyterian Church in Canada sufli-
ciendy practical 2

Now, how is any man to answer your
clearly defined guestion who has had
no opportunity for forming an opinion
of the methods of work in more than
one of the six colleges ¥ Second-hand
knowledgze is never a sife basis. To he
sure we have the results, and if a col-
lege may be judzed LY the chameter or
quality of the finished material it wrns
oul. one MAY Yehture 16 Five uozeneral
answer to your generstl questions.

Judging by the results as seen in the
mradwting . clisses sent out by the
various colleges during the past ten or
fifteen years. one is disposed to say that
there is something very  unpracticatl
somewhere.  1f° your standard  of
* presching sermons that will lift men™”
be adopted. and if such preaching is
the result of  practical wrainins™ then
your question must be answered most
cmphatically in the negative. It is not
cynicism  that inspires the judzment
that the average scrmon is not marked
by great “*lifting ** power. .\ years ex-
perience in the pew of the averaze
church, when the pulpit is *f vacant.”
would suggest to the dullest a corres-
ponding “vacancy ™ in the preacher

The amount of weak preaching done by
college graduates is ruly enormous. and
the deplorsible thing is that the preacher
is blissfully unconcerned or criminally
careless.  Aund not in the preaching
alone. bhut in every department is there
inctliciency and weakness.  Indeed. 2
pruadent and experienced member of the
Aungmeatmdon Committee, finds jn this
the seeret of the slow growth of many
auzmenicd congregations. Puat into the
pulpit a preacher such as you desider-
ate. and he would < lift” the congrega-
tion a¥ well as the men.

Judging, then. by results, 1 should xay
it the wraining for the ministry is by
ne means  sutlicientdy  prictical. Rut
watld it be just to hold the professors
entirely  responsible 2 It would be
manifestly anjust. The question must
be pressed back of the college class-
room. Yeéu give ttmining®™ a wide
sweep. and your view-point is the min-
istry, not the student or the college.
Anmd the wwining for the ministry suf-
fers chivtly at ihe hands of the college
seniate and of the Presbytery. I am be-
coming more and more confirited in the
apinion that it matters very littdle what
changes are made in e methods of
instruction.  what enrichment of the
curriculum. what additions 1o the pro-
fessoriate. what enlarzement of the li-
brarie=. o long as preshyteries arve so
culpably curcless in certifyving candi-
Qates for the ministry., and so longz as
collczze semates in their cagerness for
large classes. admit as students those
who are not qualified cither by nature
or hy zrace for the class-room or the
pulpit—men  who may be pious and
peaceable, but who have no genius for
preaching, for whom no training will
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avail, and whose presence in the minis-
try must ever make for weakness and
failure.  Such men are certified by
every presbytery, anid are earolled as
studenis in every college class, o vexa-
{ion to the prefessors and a dead-weight
on the real studenis. They are candi-
dates for every viacant pulpit. vorrying
the moderator and distracting the con-
gregation.  IEvery year they are cast up
ont the waves, adding to the ever-aceuns-
ulkting heaps of ecclesiastical ¢ flotsam
and jetsam.” I remember the quotition
about *“ihe weak things” and I am
quite convinced of their ability to
“confound the wise,” among college
professors and  committees for pulpit
supply. But this perpetual exercise of
Wieir gift on the part of *the weak
things.” s not  synonymous  with
“ preaching sermons that will lift men.”

1 quite agree 10 Dr. Armstrongs sug-
westions. and believe there is room for
reform in the matter ana method of
college instruction ; but the ministry of
the Presbyierian Church in Canada is
being injured more just now by preshy-
teries and college senates than by de-
fective methods of class-room  work.
Qur ministry is being crowded with un-
trained graduates of our own colleges
and Ladly trained ministers ivom other
denominations. Tt is only after the deed
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is done that presbyteries learn that
alleged * success on the field ” is a very
doubiful ground for asking the General
Assembly 1o give a man academic
standing. And college senates are slow
1o helieve that the name of a dunder-
head does not add lustre to the roll of
eraduates.

Your question, it secems to me, cannot
be satisfactorily answered by consider-
ing merely the results to be attained ;
the material io be worked up must also
be considered. And the prime defect in
the training is the bending ot the course
to meet the needs of the indelent and
the unfit.  Methods and subjects are
important, but the most pressing need
of the colleges and the Church just now
is men, men cipable of culture, possess-
ing he clements of power, sensitive to
the touch of God, and self-consecrated
10 the minisiry of IIis Son. Not umtil
that need is appreciated and the
Church desires and  deserves  sueh
preachers. will any iraining avail or
the schools of {he prophets send forth
those whose lips have been touched by
the sernmenial coal, and in w:cse
ministry there will be “power to lift
men."’

J. A. MACDONALD.

St. Thomas, Ont.

I held it trath with him who sings
To oune clear harp in divers tones,
That men may rise on stepping-stones
Of their dead selves to higher things.

—In Memoriam.
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PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.

I have been asked by an influential
layman, 2 uaiversity graduate, to dis-
cuss prayers for the dead from the his-
toric standpoint. ITe¢ fears that many
are being led astray on the subject for
lack of informaiion, and by the persist-
ent assertions of interested parties as
well as by the pofent intluence of their
environment. He may be right. We all
become assimilated in some degree 1o
our surroundings unless saved from this
tendency by the power of grace and
truth in our hearts.

The Latin Church has for
offered prayers for the dead,
aseend daily from thousands of altars
and homes on this continent. The Pro-
vince of Quebee is pre-eminent in this
matter, and not i few regard the prac-
tice as fully justified by its very ant-
quity. At present considerable interest
is shbown in such special exercises by
persons outside the Romish communion.
Even ministers who bhave subscribed
creeds prohibiting these prayers, deem
it comsistent with their vows of ofiiee
to utter inarticulate murmurings in
favor of them. They look upon it us
generous, humane and nrogressive to
sympathize with this tendency. But it
is nothing of the sort. It is a refrogres-
sion towards heathen and mediacval
superstition. Those to whom the prac-
tice is a perennial source of income, try.
of course, to make the most of it. They
accordingly commend and magnify the
calue of suich supplications. They pic-
ture by pen and pencil in most alarming
forms, the excruciating agonies of men
in cternity. They are represented after
the manner of Dante as immersed in
misery. and writhing amid every Kind
of torture which malignant demons can
intlict. TWho can be so callous as to re-
fuse to pay for prayers for their deliver-
ance ? And who, may we not ask at

centuries
and they

the same time, ean be so eruel s not to
pray for them: without moncey und with-
out price ¥

The subject is @ large one with many
amifications.  Underlying it is  the
question, is there salvation after death?
Tt connecets also witht the dogmas of pur-
gatory and the saerifice of the mass. and
with a1 multitude of c¢cclesiastical rules
and eeremonies which have been the
srowth of centuries.

The belief in purgatory is of heathen
origin. 1t is one of the many corrup-
tions which the chureh received from
pagan philosophy and mythology. Zuro-
aster, the Persian sage, long before the
Christian era, taught the doctrine of the
purification of men's souls by fire, and
s0 did the Greek Sioics. Fire with them
wias the clementary principle by which
ihe physical universe was to be finaliy
renovated. Plato and his numerous dis-
ciples insisted upon the expiation of sin
by suffering, and the utier impossibility
of souls enjoying a1 blisstul immortality
after death until this was accomplished.
Such were the primmordial germs out of
which purgatory was developed. These
opinions were gradually homologated
and amplified by Jewish Rabbis. They
mingled them with their own traditions
and fancifal interpretations of the Iie-
brew Scriptures. They made void the
Word of God by their glosses. Chil-
dren, for instance, were encouraged and
cnjoined to alleviate the sufferings of
thiciv deceased parenis by the presentsi-
tion of sin-offerings and other gifts. In
the Apocryphal boois, the sume view is
inculeated.  Hence we read of Judas
Maccabeus sending two thousand drach-
mas of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifices
for the sins of the dead. (2 Mae. xii,
43.)

These pagan notions were taken up
and developed by some of the carly
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Christian Fatiers, in forms which were
condemned by ecumenical councils, and
not subsequently approved even by the
Latin Churc¢h. Origen, for e¢xample,
(A.D. 185-234), taught that the purifica-
tion by fire was to take place after the
resurrection, and that then all souls, as
well as the devil and his angels, will
be delivered from the taint and the
penalty of sin, and restored to God's
favor. This is more than the majority
of present day believers in purgatory
and all its adjuncts venture to hope for
or to attempt to defend.

Pertullian, who flourished from 145 to
220, A.D., records various supertitions
connected with baptism, the use of the
sign of the cross, and offerings for the
dead. In his treatise entitled ** De Cor-
ona, ¢ iii,” he says, speaking of bap-
tism.—* Then when we are taken up @s
new-born children) we take first of all
4 mixture of milk and honey. and from
that day we refrain from the daily Lath
for a week.” Regarding the sign of the
cross. he remarks,—*In every forward
step and movement, at every goilg in
and out, when we put on our clothes
and shoes, svhen we bathe, when we sit
at table, when we light our lamps, on
ooueh, on seat, in all ordinary actions ot
daily life, we trsice upon the forehead
the sign.” Respeeting services for the
dead, his words are,—* As often as the
anniversary  comes rownd  we  make
offerings for we dead as Dbirthday
honors.” .

Hippolytus. A.D. 238, in describing
the finad judgment, represents Christ as
sayving,— Come yc¢ hicrarchs, who &id
me sacred service blamelessly day and
night. and made the oblation of my hoa-

orable body and blood daily.” (Appen-
dix, section -11.)
Augustine, A.D. 354430, lends the

weight of his great name in favoer of
wnwarrantable intermingling of pagan
philosophy and mythology: with Chuis-
tian dogma. In his principal work. ¢ De
Civitate Dei,” book xxi., ¢. 13,14, he re-
cites with manifest approval the doc-
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tritic of the Platonists {o the eifect
“that all punishment is administered
for remedial purposes, be it inflicted by
human or divine law, in this life or after
death.,” This is 2 favorite view with
some modern theologinus, who put it
forward s if it originated in their own
minds, and use it for the purpose of
getuing quit of the thought of endless
Dunishment.  But this is not Augus-
tine’s position. He deems the remedial
theory of suffering compatable with the
seriprural  doctrine of cternal punish-
nment, upou which he strongly insists,
He believes both in purgatory and a
blace of uneading woe, and quotes from
the sixth book of Virgil's Acneid, as
explanatory of tle manner in which
purgaterial sufferings  expiate human
suilt.
* So penal sufferings they endure

For ancient crime, to make them pure;

Some hang aloft in open view,

For winds to pierce them through and

throu
Vhile others purge their guile deep-
dyed

In burning fire and whelming tide.”

Upon which Augustine remarks :—

“They who are of this opinion would
bhave all punishment after death to be
purgatorial ; and as the clements of air,
fire, and water ave superior to earth, one
or other of these may be the instrument
of expiating and purging away the sinin
contraicted by the contagion of earth.”

In addition to this peculistr process of
sanctification, it is explicitly asserted
by him that pardon will be extended
o men after death—* for to some, as
we have already =aid, what is not re-
mitted in this world is remitted in the
next that is, they are not punished with
the eternad puanishment of the world to
come.’” .

To secure this deliverance, much
ccclesiastical  machinery was invented
after Augustine’s time. Caesarius af
Arles. and Gregory the Great (540604
A.D.)) worked out and completed the
complex and expensive system by which
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souls are manipulated sn 2= to be re-
leased trom the devouring tiames of a
fabulous purgatory. Augustine went
only the length of aflirming the success
of prayer in behalf of a certain class,
but he was not the author of the doc-
trine of the sacrifice of the Mass. His
words are,—* For some of the dead, in-
deed. the prayer of tiie Church or of
pious individuals is heard ; but it is for
those whio, having been regenerated in
Christ. did not spend their life so wick-
edly that they can be judged unworthy
of such compassion, nor so well that
they can be considered to have no need
of it.” Language which reminds me of
a singuiar statement by Cardinal Wise-
man.,  who says.—“ Suppose . good
Christian should, just before death, com-
mit some trivial sin. lle must on this
account be excluded from heaven.  What
altermtive are we driven to ¥ Why,
that there is a purgatory in which he
may he cleansed from this trivial sin”

To persons familiar with the Word of
God. these extracts must appear to con-
tain  considerable folly.  They show
cl(::n'l_\' enough how pagan philosopby
and mythology permeatted the views of
these Fathers in the department of es-
chiatology, and how cminent men ignored
and contradicted the explicit statements
of the New PTestament.  Rible readers
need hardly be reminded that neither
wind nor fire nor water can remove the
detilement and zuilt of sin. The blood
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, alone can do
this—it *“ cleanseth us from all sin,” (1
John i., 7.) and therefore leaves not 2
vestize of sin to be removed by pursia-
torial fires.

Iow strange, too. that a man as
learned and astute as Cardinal Wise-
man. sheuld know so little of the simple
zospel, as to see no alternative hut 10
Delieve in purgatory in order to provide
for the expiation of the guilt of some
trivial sin that may be committed im-
mediately Lefore death.  Why should
lie not believe in the sufficiency of grace
to save men in arficle wmootis? Why

2

289

did he not think of the cleansing power
of the blood spoken of in the text just
quoted ¥ Or or this other text—* If any
nu sin, we have an advoeate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and
lle is the propitiation for our sins ; and
net for ours only, but also for the whole
world,”  And still another text which
would have cffectually relieved him of
his  miserable *“alternative,”—If we
confess our sing, 1le is faithful and
rizhiteous to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from
This  leaves
cternity

é“

ail unrigliteousness.”
nothing 10 be done in
to perfeet our righteousness.
There is therefore now no comlemni-
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus,”
and hence no reason for excluding them
from heaven, or sending them through
the fires of purgatory to free them from
4 condemnation which does not exist,
and from moral impurity which does
not belong to them. .

Equally unseriptural and self-contra-
dictory is Augustine's position. Ie is
the great champion of the doctrines of
sovereign efficacious grace, and of the
final perseverance of all who truly be-
lieve in Christ. And yet he represents
persons. * who, having been regenerated
in Christ.” as nceding to be perfected
in purgatory, in answer to “ the prayer
of the Church or of pious individuals.”
According to this baseless suppositien
the grace of CThrist is manifestly not
fully etlicacious—it requires to be sup-
plemented by sufferings in Iades. In
other words, the atoning sacrifice of the
Son of God and the work the IIoly
Spirit fail to sccure to men who are
even “regencerated in Christ,” cternal
life. Is this the Gospel 2 Is this the
teaching of the Saviowr? It is the
weching of Rome. But what sith the
Lord ? Let us hear Iim. *“ My sheep
hesr my voice. and I kunow them, and
they follow Me : and [ give unto them
oternal life”—and this gift Ile bestows
in the present world—* and they shall
never perish, and no one shall pluck
them out of My hand.” John x.. 27-28.
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After the aays of Augustine the con-
tinuned growth of superstition and the
general trend  of  ecclesiastic  thought
greatly tavored prayers for the dead.
New  devices  were resorted  to. The
clergy beeame the custodians and dis-
pensers of the merit of works of super-
crogation,  ‘These works, alowg with the
intereession of saints, and especially of
the Virgin Mary, were counted upon as
securing repose and relief to souls in
the intermedisnte state. Gradually
cme to be the settled belier of  the
Chureh, and is so still, that priests, ean-
onically ordatined, possessed the power
of changing a water nsude of tlour and
witer, into the very body, soul and di-
vinity of Jesus Christ—and this they of-
fered to God as a true propitintien for
the sins of the living and the dead. Fhe
profound veneration  with which the
transubstantinted wafer, or " host™” is
regarded LY the people and clergy, is
ramiliar to citizens of Monureal. They
are enjoined to offer it the same wor-
ship and adoration as to God Almighty
—no inferior homage caun be aceepted
it must be fatzeee e highest form of
worship. And inasmuch as sitoncement
is made for the Hiving and the dead by
the use of the conseerated waler. or the
saeritive of the Mass, it follows as a
nuttter of course that noe expense should
Le spaved  for this purpose. amd  that
they are to bDe reckoned  the greatest
benefactors of our race who pay for the
Lirgest numberof Masses. In doing so,
they save men from indeseribable pains
in cternity, and at the sane tme en-
rich the Church on carih.

That this is no sirained or exaggertt-
odd reprasentation of the matter is placed
beyond dispute by the authoritative de-
crees of the Couneil of Treni. aceepted
by all faithful Roman Catholies. This
wreat assembly, as is well Known, wis
called 1o counteraet the 'rotestant Re-
formation under Tuther and iis associ-
ates. At the visk of inflicting dullness
on the pages of the ~Journal” T must
here cite several of these decrees for
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the sake of readers who have no aceess
to such literature.

Session 13, held Oct. 11th, 1551, (an-
on L. If any one denieth, thay, in the
saeranment of the most holy  IBucharist,
ave contained  truly, really, and sub-
stantiafly, the body and blood together
with the soul and divinity of our Lol
desus Christ, and,  consequently,  the
whole Christ; but saith that e is only
therein as in a sign, o in tigure, or vir-
tue, let him be anathema.”

Cilnon 1L—I{ any one saith, that, in
the sacrad and holy sacerament of the
Eucharist, the substance of the breqd
atied wine remains conjointly  with the
body and blood of our Lord .Jesus
Christ, and denieth the wonderfui and
singular conversion of the whole sub-
stance of the bread into the body. and
of the whole substance of the wine into
the blood—the species oniy of the bread
amd wine remaining—which conversion
indeed the Catholic Church mosg aptly
sls Transubstantiation @ let him be an-
athema,™

Canon I1L.—*“if any one denioth. thai,
in the venerable saceument of the FEueh-
arist. the whoele Christ is contained un-
der esich species, and every part of ¢ieh
species, when separated @ let him be an-
athema,™

Canon VI—"If any one saith, that, in
the holy sacrament of the Fucharist,
Christ, the only bhegotten Son of God, is
not. to be adored with the worship, even
external of fetric: aud is consequenly,
neither to Le venerated with a special
festive solemmnitly, nor to he soleianly
horne about in procession, according to
the Iaudable and aniversal rite and cus-
tom of the Holy Church; or, is not to
be proposced publiely to e peaple to
e adoved. and that the adovers thercof
are idolatrous : let him be anathema”

Session 22nd. held Sept. 17th, 1362,

Canon IL—* 1€ any one saith, that, by
these  words, Do this for the com-
memoration of me, Christ did not insti-
tute the apostles priests © or. did not or-
dain that they and other priests should
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offer his own body and blood : let him
be anathemu.”

Canon HL=—"if any one saith, that, the
suerifice of the Mass js only w saerifice
of praise and of thanksgiving ; or, that
it. is o have commemoration of the sacri-
fiee consummated on the cross, but not
a propitintory sacrifice; or, that it profits
him only who receives: and that it
ought net to be offered for the living
and the dead for sins, pains, satisfac-
tions, and other necessities @ et him be
anathemna”

anon 1V.—* If any one saith, that, by
the sacritice of the mass, o blasphemy
is east upon the most holy saerifice of
Christ consummated on the cross ;oor,
that it is thereby derogmated from @ let
him be anathema.”

Canon V.= If any one saith, that. itis
an imposture to celebrate mass in honor
ef the sainmts. and for obtaining their
intercession  with God, as the Chureh
intends @ let him be anathema.”

In spite of these repeated anathemas,
which even many Roman Catholies now
regard as quite harmless, I have no hesi-
tation in saying that the entire doctrine
set forth in the Canons just cited, is
thoroughly contrary to the plain teach-
ing of Scripture, and that the tvafiic In
Masses is highly derogatory to Christ
ana Ilis work, and turns the house of
God into a place of merchandise. for
Masses are sold fora price. high or low.
according to the nomp and pageantry
which accompany  the  celebration  of
them.
and never claimed to be such, and never
colebrated high or low Mass, The ha-
manity and divinity of our hlessed Re-
deemer are not at. the disposal of priests
as here taught.  1is disciples saw Him
ascend into heaven, (Acts i, 100—"*whom
the heavens must rveceive until  the
times of restorition of all things where-
of God spake hy the mouth of is holy
prophets, which have heen sinee the
world hegan”  (Acts i., 21.)

Priests cannot work the stupendous
mirscle of wansubstantiation ascribed

The apostles were nol priests,
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to them in these canons, 'Fhey do not
offer up “the whole Christ,” as an

atonement in a thousand different places
at the smne moment. I they read the
New Testiment they must know that
His sacrifice was never repeated. * Fe
needeth not daily, as those high priests,
to offer up sacrifice, first for s own
sing, and then for the people’s ; for this
He did onecs swhon He offered up Him-
sel” Heb, vii, 270 “ Nor yet that e
should offer Himself often ; as the high
priest. entered into the holy plaee year
by year with blood not his owi: else
must, He often have sufTered sinee the
foundation of the world 5 but new one
at the end of the ages hath He heen
manifested to put away sin by the gae-
rifice of Timsclf. And, inasmueh as it
is appointed unto men e to die, and
after this cometh judgment ; so Christ
also, hiving heen offered to bear
the sing of many, shall appear a sccond
time, apart from sin, 16 them that wait
for ITim, unto salvation.” Ieb. ix., 25-2S.
To the same effeet is the testimony of
I’cter. who, without the slightest shadow
of scriptural evidence, bas been declar-
ed by the Chureh of Rome to have heen
the first. PPope, and to have exereised
printey over the rest of the aposties o
cliim which he never advanced, and
which is not directly or indirectly cven
hinted in cither of the two cpistles of
his which we possess. s declaration
as 1o our Saviour's sacrifice is. that
“ Christ also suffered for sus  onee,” -
not countless thousands of times as
aflirmed in the doctrine of the mass. (L
’eter iii., 180

I have thus far answered the request
of my friend by giving some historical
information, with occasional eriticisms;
hat, as hinted at the outset, the aues-
tion underlying prayers and offerings
for the due-d is. does Scripture teach the
doctrine of salvation after death ¥ TUp-
on the discussion of this problem the
limits set to the present paper forbid
me 1o enter. Meanwhile, I venuure to
think that readers. who d'iligcml,\' study

bogaet



their Bibles, will have no difliculty in
answering the question in the negative 5
and 1T omay, at some future time, take
oaceasion teoecer the eurious theories
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advaneed by Protestants and others in
favor of post mortem sulvation.
D. 1. MACVICAR.
Presby terian College.
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FORMS OF PRAYELR.

The unwise use of forms is a reason
why o many doubt the eflicaey  of
prayver. I de not disesteem forms 2 but
1 think they ave like walking-chairs that
arve used for teaching children how to
walk, but which are dispensed with as
soon s they have served that purpose:
1 do not say that there are not emer-
eneies when persons might much bet-
ter pray in the Ianguage of aunother than
in their own  language : but certainly
precomposed  forms ave uot the best
They may be relatively good @ they may
Le better than nothing under given cir-
cumstances § bhut they are not to be pre-
fervred.

I see 2 man take, eut from his pocket
a spelling-book in his intervals of lei-
sure, and spell “a-b. ab : beag ha @ b-a-y,
hay.” and o on:and I say, “.A person
ought not to he carrying around a spell-
ing-book all his life:™ and he says.
“\Why., how could a person learn to
spell without 2 spelling-book ? I it
wore not for this old hook T could not
get along.™  Now., a spelling-book is use-
ful for children to learn to spell from,
but when they have learned to spell. it
iz 10 be left behind. And in respeet to
precomposed forms of prayer, in the
beginning they may help, but as soon
as 2 person limits his spivitual flight by
the range of fixed words, or thoughts.
or feelings., that moment he has of e
cessity dwarfed himself.  There may
be reasons of order and decorum why

it is proper that pablic prayers should
be read ;3 1 do not deny that there arve
strong reasonts on that side s but it that
is s, then all the wmore the beart ought
1o develop itself in private, not by cm-
ploying precomposed forms of prayer,
but by excrcising the Iargest liberty in
praying.,  When persons go privately
into the presencee of God, there should
be the utmost freedom in the outflow
of their emotions. It may be indecorvous
for it man to parade his weakness in
oral prayer before a great congregiation
who would be led into wmisapprehension
Dy that weakness ; but a man who is
weal in prayer, going into the presence
of God, should zo, not walking as if he
were the prophet Isaiah, or the scer
John, or the apostle Paul, but just as
hie is, In his ignorance, in his infeviority,
in his perbetual stumblings. The very
thought of prayer is, that it is some-
thing by which a man may lift himself
up out from under the dominion of
physicalness, of maderiality. and be-
come haplized into the presence and
power of a zercne and spivitual God,
where he shall find himself wrought
upon by influences such that he shall
hie able {o carry himself as a man and
not. as an animal.  The imposition of
sel forms upon a man girds him, laces
him. cramps him. confines him. No
nan can be free in prayer who prays
hadbitually and always according to pre-
composed forms.
— 1. W, Beecher an Prayer.
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THE SECOND ADVENT.

With thousand thousand souls that cry,
Jeneath the heavenly alfar,

ouls of the hrave who dared to die
By ¢lake and sword and halter,

Our ery hefore IPhy throne we hring,
And nothing shall appease us,

Till Thou dost come to reign as IKing ;
Come quickly, O Lord Jesus !

Long, long the time sinee Thou did'st
dwell

On carth, to break asunder

The bands of death, the hars of hell,
The robher's spoil to plunder,

Expecting Thee, each coining year,
IZach year the vision flees us

When wilt Thou to our gaze appear ?
Come quickly, O Lord Jesus!

We know redemption shall be ours,
Beyond all expectation,

And bless Thee for all heavenly hours
Of hopeful contemplation.

But this we know, "tis not Thy will,
Aught. should completely please us,

Short of Thyself our souls 1o fill ;
Come quickly, O Lord Jesus!

The world is hetter for Thy life,
Thy death, Thy resurrection,
Yet is it full of war and strife,

And taint of sin’s infection.

From foces and fightings, oul and in,
We pray Thee to release us
Unto salvation, without sin,
Come gquickly, O Lord Jesus'!

Thoun know'st our poor success, O Lord,
FFor this world’s reformation,

In sending forth Thy Ilely Word
To every tribe and nation.

Vain hope for onr apostate miee,
t"ntil the eye that sces us

We slm'll behold, with face to face ;
Come quickly, O Lord Jesus !

.

‘I'he whole ereation groans in pain,
Awaiting its redemption

From ills of bhody, heart, and brain,
From which none know exemptiou 3

Adoption tarries, Lord, how long,
Refore Thy coming frees w: ?

In Thy great.might, Thou victor strong,
Come quickly, O Lord Jesus !

I'hy Spirit to our spirits lend,
With holy intercedings,

Till voices, to ecarth’s utmost end,
Shall rise in fervent pleadings
Thou art our King, and Thou along,
O Christ 5 from burdens ease us 3
Come down, and make all hearts Thy

throne,
Ccome quickly, O Lord Jesus!”
c

——’@/@m_

Come what may, hold fast to love.
Though men should rend your heart.
Iet them not cmbitter nor harden it
We win by tenderness; we conquer by

foirgiveness.

—I*. W. Robertson.
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THE MINISTER AND HIS CONTRACL

What are the relations to-day between
the minister and his people ? Is it
merely @ Iegal tie, or is it of a more
binding and sacred character ?
CIn thoe good old days of ocur rathers,
say forty yeuars uago, when a minister
wias called to and 1)1.1('0(1 over i congre-
aation. it was supposed to be for lx(e.
The salary was very limited, and was
often supplemented by priviate teaching
on the part of the minister. preparing
one or more students for the university
or ones of the learned professions. Ie
Iabored long and faithfully, instant in
season and out of season, night or day,
wherever or whenever duty called him,
from year's end to year's end. But if
he fell sick or his strengih failed him,
he was provided for by his congregation.
They regarded him as « father, and this
paternal feeling was invariably reeipro-
cafed.

Is this the enstom of {o-day. or is it
ot being broken in upon, and if so, who
is responsible for the cisinge : T pro-
posc to show that this xood old custom
is being departed from, and that the re-
sponsibilit,  lies, well. ot wholly with
the coungregations. Wien i minister has
accepted a call frow: i. congregation, the
Moderator of the Church Session getie-
ally aets as the agent of the incoming
minister. In the old days a resolution
of the congregation provided that the
minister should receive a fixed stipend.
and this was communicated to him by
the JModerator of the Session. This was
all. But now, particularly in the luge
cities. the Moderator requires that the
congregation shall pass a resolution au-
therizing the president to sizgn a contract
by whicn on the one hand the congreg:i-
iion sihamll pay so much money, and on
the other hand that the minister shall
render £0 much service., viz.:—that he
will preach and perform the pastoral

dutics of the chrrch, but only for ten
mouths of the year; for the remaining
two months, July and August, another
minister must be engaged, and of course
paid. 1s not this bringing the relations
between the parties down to the low
Ievel of & commereial contract ? Dovs
this not appear very myceh like a baw-
gain by which one party binds himsell
to render a definite service for a de-
finite sum of money ? Oh, but, some one
says, the life of o minister in a large
city is a wearing and exhausting onge,
and the two months leave of absence is
to the advantage of both minister and
people. Certainly, every man who works
hard, mentally in particular, neceds a
holiday, a time for recuperation,—and
ministers should not be an exeeption to
the rule. But surely this holiday should
not always be taken at a fixed time,
irrespective ,of the needs of the congre-
gation. Should sickuess be prevalent,
and the need of the minister urgent,
should this holiday Le taken 2 On the
other hand, when the minister is worn
out by overwork and perhaps anxiety,
he is entitled not only to i two months’
holiday, but as his nccessities may re-
quire and the negds of the congregation
will permit. And more, should illness
or old age overtake him, it is the mani-
fest duty of the congregation to provide
for him, according to his needs and the
ability of the congregation to do so ; and
few, if any congregations, would refuse
to recognize the obligation.

But under the present system. a want
of confidence in the congregation is evi-
dent, and therefore there must be a
written contraict, and it must stipulate
for a two months’ holiday each year, in
order that the minister may himself pro-
vide against possible sickness or failing
health. Is this wise ? Is it even to the
advantage of the minister ? A few
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years ago, n lady, a member of one ot
the Presbyterian Churches in the city,

died. Iler death took place in July or
August. A member of her family at-

tempted 1o obtain for the funeral the
services, one after the other, of cleven
Presbyterian ministers having churches
in the city, but in vain. Al were ab-
sent. and at last the kind oflfices of a
Church of England minister were se-

cured. Was this creditable 2 Again,
lately a minister of a Preshyterian

Chureh, who had been engaged under
the holiday stipulation, and who has
always availed himself of it was taken
ill. and was advised to spend the winter
months in a warmer climate.  This
meant  expense, and he had not thie
means to meet it. Under his contract
he had no elaim on his congregation, for
il the eontract was worthy of its name,
it was binding on both parties. But
his congregation could not sce him in
neced and not help him, and therefore

continued his salary as before, although
obliged to secure and pay another min-
ister during his six months’ absence.

In view of these facts. is this holiday
stipulation of any benefit to anybody ?
Does it not furnish the congregation
with a valid excuse to refuse to go be-
yond what the contract calls for] as the
contriacet is made for the very purpose of
determining the rights and obligittions
of each party Y Bnt particalarly. has
not this stipulation a tendeney to de-
erade the sacred oftice of the minister ;
to assimilate the hond of union hetween
the minister and his people to that of
an ordinary husiness  contract, to the
prejudize of hoth, and poss<ibly to cause
sonme to think that the ministers sep-
vices are given for a saliey, and to for-
wot that the great object of hix life is
1o help others. and not himself 7

M. IL

Moutreal

A convert 10 the Church of tome thus
speaks of the charm that vesides in the
. IZnglish Bible ; “ It lives on the car like
a. music that can never be forgotten,
like the sound of church beils, which
the convert hardly knows how he can
forego. Tts felicilies often seem to be
almost things rather than mere words.
It is part of the national mind, and the
anchor of national serionsness.™

—Geo. . Fisher.
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DEAN SWITT AS A HOMILETE.

Few men think of the witty dean of
St. Patrick’s as a preacher of the yos-
pel. Ile is regavded as a heartless
egotist, incapable of true love for man
or woman, and least of all for God:
whose imperious pride and disappointed
ambition made him a terror to his ene-
mies and 1 somrce of anxiety to his
friends. It is true he was more at home
discussing the political questions of the
day than preparing his discourses for
the pulpit. The whole strength of the
man was given to those literary produe-
tions in which he says he aimed to vex
the workd, but whose wit continues to
divert it His scermons were the off-
spring of nccessity rather than choice,
flung tozether in hurried moments with-
out care, and tossed aside without a
thought after heingused. Somc of them
are <spoiled for modern readers by their
intensely Tory and Churchly spirit, as
well as by their unreasoning abuse of
the Puritans  and misapprehension  of
the Puritan character. Yet his robust
comman scuse, his clear simple style,
and his manly hatred of cant make
niost of his published discourses very
readable productions. and they must
have heen very much superior to the
sermons of the zreat bady of his Episco-
palian brethren of that day.

Ve have his opinions on the subject
of preaching. in n letter io o young
clerzyman of his acquaintance, from
which 1 propose to make a few extracts.
The advice which it contains is ecmpha-
sized by coming from an umexpoected
quarter, and is not wholly unnecessary
at the present time. It alse gives us a
glimpse into the ccclesiastical life of
the Episcopal Church of Ireland at the
beginning of Iast century.

“ Although it was against my kuow-
ledze or advice that you cnteréd into
holy orders, under the present disposie

tions of mankind towards the Ciureh,
Yyet, since it is now supposed too late to
receide, 1 cannot forbear effering my
thoughts to you upon this new congdition
of life you are engaged in” . . . .

“1 take it for granted that you intend
to pursue the beaten track, and are
already desirous to be seen in a pulpit;
only I hope you will think it proper to
pass your quarantine among some of
the desolate churches five miles round
this town, where you may at least learn
to read and te speak before you venture
to expose your parts in a c¢ity congrega-
tion ; not that thesce are better judges,
but because, if & m2  must needs ex-
pose his folly, it is more discreet and
sife to do so before few witnesses, and
in 1t scattered neighborhood. And you
will do well if you can prevail upon
some intimate and judicious friend to
bhe your constant hearer, and allow him
with the uwtmost {reedem to give zou
notice of whatever he shall find amiss,
cither in your voice or gesture ; for want
of which early warning. many clergy-
men continue defective, and sometimes
tidiculous to the end of their lives.
Neither is it rare to ohserve among eox-
cellent and learned divines. a certain
MNZLTACIONS MANNCT. O an unhistppy tone
of voici. which they never have been
able o shake off.”

1 should likewise have been glad it
you had applicd yourself u little more
1o the study of the Engzlish langage
than I fear you have done ; the neglect
whereof is one of the most zeneral dle-
focts amony the schalars of this Kinge-
dom. who seem not to have the least
cenception of 2 =siyle, but run on in
flat Kind of phraseology. often mingled
with barbarous ferms amd exXpressions.
peculiar to the nation : neitlier do I per-
ceive that any person cither finds or ac-
ackuowledzes his wants upon this head,
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or in the least desires to have them sup-
plied.  Proper words in proper plices
make the truce definition of o style. I
shall venture to name one or two faults,
which are easy to Le remedied with a
very smull portion of abilities.”

“The first, is ithe frequent use of ob-
scure terms, which by the women are
salled hard words, and by the betier
sort of vulgar, fine Janguage; than
which I do not know a1 more universal,
inexcusable, and unnecess:ayy  mistake,
among the clergy of all distinctions. but
cespecially amonyg young practitioners, 1
have been curious cnough to take a list
of severtl hundred words in a1 sermon
of 21 new beginner, which not one of his
hearers amongs a hundred could possibly
understand : neither can 1 call 1o mind

-any clerzyman of my own acquaintance
Wi is wholly exempt from this crvor
although many of them agree with me
in the dislike of the thing™ . . . .

“We are often reproved by divines
from the pulpits. on accopnt of aug ix-
noratnee of things sacred. amwd perhaps
with justice caovugh : however, it IS not
very reasonable (or them to expect that
commaon men should understand expres-
sions whiclh are never made use of in
common life. T defy any divine to pro-
duce it Jaw, «ither of God or man. which
oblizes me to comprehend the meaning
of omniscience. omnipresence. ubiguity,
attribute. beatific vision. idiosyneracy.
entity, and the ke . . . .

*The fear of heing thought pedants
has Yeen of pernicious conscquence o
young divines. This has wholly taken
them off from their severer studies in
the university 3 which they have eox-
changed for wlays, poems, and pamph-
lets. in ovder to qualify them for tea-
tables and  coffec-houses. This they
usually call ‘polite conversation, know-
ing the world. and reading men instead
ol hooks.” These aceomplishments when
applied to the pulpit. appear by 2 quaint.
terse. florid style, rounded into periodis
and cadences commonly without cither
propricty or meaning. I have listerncd

with my nwmost attention for half-an-
hour to an orator of this species, with-
out being able o mderstand, much less
to carry away, one single scentence out
of a whole sermon. 1t would be endless
to run over the several defects of style
mnong us. Lwo things I will jusy warn
You against : the tirst is the {requencey
of flat, unnveessary epithets ; and the
other is the foliy of using old, thread-
bare phrases, which will often make
you o out of your way to find and apply
them, are nauscous to rational hearers,
and will seldom express your meaning
as well as your own nataral words.” . .

“But 1 must remember that my design
in this paper was not so much to in-
struct you in your business, either as 2
clergyman or o preacher, s to warn
rou against some mistakes which are
obyvious to the generality of mankind as
well as to me: and we. who are hearers,
may be allowed 1o have some opportuni-
ties in the quality of being standers-by.
Only. perhaps. T may now again trans-
amress. by desiring you o express the
heads of your divisions in as few and
clear words s you possibly can ; other-
wise I, and many thousand otiwers, will
never be able {o retain them, and, cone
sequenty, to qrry away a svilable of
the sermon”™

*1 shall now mention 2 particular
wherein your whole body will certainly
be against me. apd the Iaity, almost to
o man. on wmy side. Tlowever it came
about. 1 cannot get over the prejudice
of taking some little offence at the
clergy. for perpetually reading their ser-
mons T perhaps my frequent hearing of
forcigners. who never made use of
notes. may have added fo my disgust.
Aud I cannot bat think. that whatever
is read differs s much from what is re-
peated without hook. stx u copy dees
from an original. At the ssune tme I
am highly sensible what an extreme
ditliculty it would he upon you to alter
this method ; and that in such 2 case
your sermons would be much less vala-
able than they ave, for want of time to
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improve and correct them. I would
therefore gladly come to a1 compromise
with you in this matter. I knew a
clergrman of some distinetion, who ap-
peared to deliver his sermon without
looking into his notes, which, when I
complimented hiim upon. he assured me
he could not repeat six lines; but his
method was to write the whole sermon
in 2 plain Iarge hand, with all the forms
of nurgin, paragraph, marked page, and
the like: then on Sunday morning he
tonk care to run over it five or six
times, which he could do in an hour;
and when he delivered it by pretending
to wrn his face from one side to the
othier. he would (in his own cxXpressivin
pick up the lines. and cheat his people.
by making them believe he had it all
by heart. He further added. that when-
ever he happened by neglect to omit
any of these cirenmmstances, the vogue
of the parish was, “ Qur doctor ive us
Dut an indifferent sermon to-day.”  Now
amonz us so many clergymen act so
contrary to this method. that {from 2
habit of saving time and paper, which
they acquired at the university, they
write in so diminutive 22 mamner, with
such frequent blots and interlineations,
that they are hardly able to @o on with-
ocut perpetual hesitations, or extempo-
ray expletives ; and I desire 1o know
what can bhe more inexcusable than to
see L divine and a scholar at a loss
reading his own compositions, which it
is supposed hie has been preparing with
much pains and thought for the instrue-
tion oL his people 2 The want of a little
‘more ¢ire in this article is the cause of

much ungraceful behaviour.  You will
obscrve some  clermymen  with  their

licads hield down from the beginning to
the end, within an inch of the cushion,
to read what is hardly legible ; which,
hesides the untoward msmnmner. hinders
them from matking the best advantage
of their voice : others agtin have a trick
of, poppin up tmd <down every moment
from their paper {o the audience, like
an idle schoolboy on a repelition day.
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Let me cntreat you, therefore, to add
on¢ half-crown a year to the article of
paper; to transcribe your sermons in
as large and pliain a2 manner as you can;
and cither make no interlineations, or
change the whole leaf; for we, your
hearers, would rather you should be less
correct than perpetually stammering,
wlich I take to be one of the worst sole-
cisms in rhetoric.  And, lastly, read
Your sermon once or twice a day, or a
few days hefore you pre:ich it ; to which
you will probably answer some years
hencee, ¢ that it was but just finished as
the Last bell rang to church ;® and I
shall  readily believe, hut not excuse
Jott”

“ 1 cannot forbear warning ‘ou in the
moast earnest manner siinst endeavor-
ing at wit in your scermons. because. by
the strictest comput:tion, it is very near
a million 1o oae that you have nonc
and because too many of your calling
have  consequently  made  themselves
cverlastingly ridiculous by attempringe
it. I remember seversl young nien in
this town, who could never leave the
pulpit under half--dozen conceits @ and
this facully adhered to those gentlemen
a longer or shorter time, exactly in pro-
portion {o their severtl degrees of dul-
ness 3 secordingly 1 am told that some
of them retain it to this day. I heartily
wish the brood were at an end.”

“ Before you enfer into the insufferstble
cint of taking all accasions to dispar-
e the heathen philosophers, 1 hope
you will differ from some of your breth-
ren, by first enquiring what these phile-
sopliers can =ay for themselves. The
system  of morality o he gathered
out of the writitess of (hose ancient
anges falls undoubtediy very much short
of that delivered in the Gospel, and
wauts besides. the divine sauetion which
our Navieuar gave IHis.  Whatever is
further related by the cvangelists con-
tains chictly matterss of fagt. and conse-
quently of faith : such as the hirth of
Christ, Ilis being ilie Messialh, His mir-
aclest Tiis death, resurrection, and as-
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cension : nove of which can properly
come uader tbe appellation of human
wisdom, being intended to make us
wise unto salvation. And, therefore, in
this point nothing can justly be laid to
the charge of the philosophers. further
than that they were ignorant of certitin
acts that happened long after their
deatii. But I am deceived if a better
comment could be anyvwhere collected
upon the morl part of the Gospel than
from the writings of these  exeellent
men : even that divine precept of loving
our eneinies is at kirge insisted on by
Plate, who puts it as T remember, into
the mouth of Socrates™ . . .

After speaking of the methads of the
classic orators and their efforts to in-
ilame the passions of their heirers, hie
xays. * But I de not see how this talent
of moving the passions can he of any
wreat use toward directing  Christian
men in the conduct of their lives: at
leaxt in these northern climates. where
T am confident the strongest elegquence
of that kind will leave few impressions
upon the «<pivits of any of ux deep
enough io Iast till the next morning. or
miher. to the next meal”™

“ A phain convineing veason nuiy pos-
sibly operate upon the mind, hoth of 2
learned and imnorant hearer. as long as
they live. amd wili  odify a theousand
times more than the art of weiting the
handkerchicfs of a whole congremaiion,
if You were sur¢ 1o augain it . . .

= Some gentleinen abhounsding in their
university erudition. are apt io fill their
sermons with philosophical tering and
nntions of the wetaphysical or ahstiract-
ol Kind : which gzeacmily have ane ad-
vantaze. to be cqually mcersioed by
the wise. the valzar, and the preacher
himself. T have heen better entertained,
aid more informed. by a few pages in
ihe ¢ Pilgrim™s Progress” than by a lonz
dizcourse apon the will sund the intellect.
and simple and complex ideas. Others
amain are fond of dilating on maites
and metion. talk of the forfuiteus coue
course of atas, of theories, and pheno-
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mena. directly against the advice of St

laul, who yet appears to have been cou-
versant enough in those kinds of stu-
dics-’9

1 do not find that you are anywhere
directed in the canons or articles, to at-
tempt explaining the mysteries of the
Christinn religion.  And indeed, since
Providence intended that there should
e mysteries, T do not see Iow it can
be azrecable 1o piety. orthodoxy, or good
sense to o about such a work. For to
me there seems to be a manifest di-
lemmia in the case ; if you explain them
they are mysteries no longer; if yvou
fail. you have laboral to no purpose.
What 1 siwuld think most reasonable
and =afe for you to do upon this ovca-
sjion. is. upon solemn days. to deliver
the doctrine as the Chareh lrolds it, and
contirm it by Scripture. For my part,
having considered the maitter unpartial-
I, 1 can see na great reason, which
those zentlemen you call the free-think-
ers ¢can have, for their clamor agmtinst
relizious mysteries. sinee it is plain they
were mot invented by the clergy to whom
dicy Dringg ne profit. nor acquire any
hotur. Far every clergyman is reitdy,
cither to tell us the utmost he Knows,
or to confess that e docs not undesr-
stand them : neither jx i3 strange that
there should e mysteries in divinine,
s well as in the commonest, opersitions
of nature.””

It ix said by one of Swift's biographers
that the spiritual realm, whether in di-
vine or earihly things, was g region
clased to him. where he never set foot.
Rut this is seaveely borne out by the
prayers which he left helind him.  The
following is the form which hie was ac-
ciustomed 1o use in the pulpit hefore the
sermen —

“ Almighiy and most mercitul God !
forzive us all our sins. Give us grace
heartily to yepent thent. and to lead new
livess Graft in our hearts a true love
ana veneration for Thy holy name and
Waord. Make Thy pastors burning and
shining lights, able to convinee miirn-
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sayers, and to save others and them-
selves.  RBless this congregation here
met together in Thy name : geant them
to hear and receive Thy IToly Word, to
the salvation of their own souls. Last-
Iy, we desive to veturn Thee praise and
thanksgiving for all T'hy mercies be-

stowed upon us, but chiefly for the
fountain of them all. Jesus Christ our
Lord. in whose name and words ws
further call upon Thee, saying, *Our
Father, &7
JAMES ROSS.
Preshyterian College.

PSALM 114

When forth out of Egxpt did Isracl o,
From people of lanzuage unknown,
Then Judah became Iis peculiar abode,

And He chose Israel for His own.

The sea. yes. the s, in dismay saw and fled,
‘The Jordan his waves back did voll,

The mounains their station deserted in dread.
And the hills. cach did =Kip asx a foal !

What ailest thee. sea. that thou fivest away 2
Thou Jordan that hackward dost roll ?

Yo mountains, sy ye are tled in dismay 2
And ye hills. that ye sKip as a fonl !

Ax. tremble, O earth ! °Tix the presence of God,
'Tis Jacolr’s ineffable sight!

Wie turneth the rock into poois at his nod,
Flinty rotk into springs of delight!

Holton, Que.

J. MACDOUGALL.
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NOVEL

(AN ESSaY.)

This is pre-eminently the age of read-
ers, and where there are reaGers there
must of necessily be something to yead.
This demand  for reading matier has
been met by an almost infinite supply.
Every country village has its circulating
library and  weekly newspaper. amd
often the first sought part of the paper
is the page devoted to the “ continued
story ;7 and invariably the most fre-
jguented corner of the library is that set
Apart for works of fiction. Now these
works so cagerly sought after. and =0
readily devourad, must have an enor-
mous e¢ffect upon the minds and lives
of our people. It is this effect T intend
to speak of in this short essay.

The novel is a work of art, and the
primary purpose of all works of art is
to give pleasure ; but true pleasure is
Iasting pleasure, accordingly, in order
that a work of art may give true and
Iasting pleasure its effect npon the mind
must be au refining and clevating one.

Che novel has been defined as a ficti-
tious narrative, differing from ihe ro-
manee, in the faet that the events are
accommodated to the ordinary train of
human affairs or events, and the mo-
dern state of sociefy. But it is impos-
sible to draw 2 hard and fast line bhe-
wween the novel and the romancee, and
I think ihat the distinction. in the popu-
Iar mind at least, is fast passing way,
and all fictitious writings fall under the
comuon term The Novel.

IWhile it is true that the novel accom-
modates itself to the ordinary evemts of
everyiday life, the statemens must be
made with some limitations. The novel-
ist must seclect only such events and
such fragments of conversadon as will
Le interesting {o the gencral veader. It
would e an intoleradble hore to us if we

had to sit and listen to all the details
of all the ¢vents of any man’s life, be
he never so great. And hence, although
the novelist must maxe the events of his
narrative appear natural, his charee-
ters, to i certain extent at least, must
of necessity he creatares of his own
imagination. Yct many of the charue-
ters of our most favorite authors stand
out. before us as truly as do the charie-
ters of actual listory. To me at least,
“Ivanhee " of Scott, * rinr Bungey ™
of I.ytton, “The Dev'lish Sly Joey B.”
of Dickens, or “Elsie Venner” of
Hohmes, arc us real as the “John of
Gaunt” or ihe *“Uenry of Anjou” of
Garoeene.

There is an ancient saying of one of
the Greek joets, which las been incor-
porated iu the pages of Ioly Writ by
the Apostle Paul. viz., “ Evil comnini-
atious  corrupt ood manners.” which
is invariably true, and so on ithe other
hand, is its converse, good communici-
tions encouritge or cultivate good man-
ners. Now, we are in omanner holding
commanication with the author whose
work we are reading, aml that author
has instilled U certain amount of his
personality into his work. 1 hy means
of his work that personality hecomes
part of our own individualiny. Of
course thix is true only in some cases.
When the vreader has a stronger indi-
viduality than the author, he is able to
overcome this intiuence: baut on the
other hand, the vast majority af readers
e not so strong, and ave consequently
inthuenced to a mieater or less degree
by the works which they read. So we
see that the atthors who work their way
into the public confidence are the fiaum-
eors of public opinion, and the makers
of the ruts in which the zeneral wind
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flows. Now, nc author is read with
greater delight and eagerness in modern
times than the novelist. We have scen
that the primary object of the novel is
to give pleasure, but this is not all. The
novel ought to be morally pure, and its
morality should be not only pure, put
also of the highest possible type. Yet
we do not expect to find, nor do we
want to find, the novel essentially o
moral teacher, but the lesson ought to
be thiere. It should not, however, pre-
dominate. it should be shown by the
fact that true virtue always prevails,
that right trinmphs over wrong, that

“meuth crushed to earth will rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers ;
Error wounded, writhes in pain,

And dies among her worshippers.”™

The izrculeation of such truths, quictly,
without letting the reader know that he
is being taught, cannot fail to give real
pleasure. The novel has been a real and
mighty power in the world. and it con-
tinues to be so. 1t is said of Cervantes
that he laughed chivalry out of Spain.
and certainly it was a needed reform.

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

The satire of Dickens wrought a salu-
tary and a permanent reformation in
the educational system and prison re-
sulations of England.  “ Uncle Tom's
Cabin,” of Harriet Beecher Stowe, did
much to emancipiate our downtrodden
brethren of the South. But too often
that mighty power which the novelist
holds in his hand is wielded. not in the
cause of the true and noble, not that
mankind may be clevated and refined,
but in the cultivation of his bascer pas-
sions, and in the satisfyving of his ex-
cited and sensuous imagination,

This is tco true in our own country
where our youth are constantly thivst-
ing for narratives of the most sensa-
tional and adventurous kind, and where
our misetrable “ penny-a-liner” authors
are ever oo ready to gratify this desire.

1 think the real evil, for cvil there
certainly is, lies in the reading of third
or fourth rate novels, which cultivate a
superficialiiv of thought, and engender
a distaste for more wholesome il sub-
stantial reading.

J. C. STEWART.

Presbyterian College.

Thy way, not mine, O Lord.
ITowever dark it be,

T.ecad me by Thine own hand.
Choose out the path for we

Nnot mine, not mine the choice,
In things er great or small,

Be Thou my guide, my strengih.
My wisdom, and my all

—Horatius Bonar.
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CLOUD=-RIFTS.

It was one hour after sunset; over-
head, a clear night =<ky; beneathh our
feet the hard frozen ground of late No-
vember ; between, in the lower atnios-
phere, a sharp, chilly air blowing freely
from the norih-west.  The thousand
taps by whiclt the congested heart of
the city is relieved of its pressure, were
pouring their streams hy every outlet
into the freer spaces of the suburban
districets.

Svery car is packed fo its guard-rail,
aiste and platform filled to their edges,
at front and rear, three or four step off
to make way for each dismounting pass-
enger. Now and again a whiff of hot
vitiated air from the open door is hlown
into the faces of those who stand
huddled upon the resr platform. and 2
murmur of voices and Jaunghter hangs
ahout the car. The sparkle of the sud-
den frost, without its chill, has stolen
into the hearts of the travellers and
quickened their blood, and its warmth
has overtlowed into mesture and remark.
The new stimulus has made  them
wenial, and strangers simile and salute

ciach other gaily as they sway and
stageer at the sudden jolts and larches

of ihe cu.

Soon the shopping district ix left he-
hind. the hwreying throngs drift away
from us, and the sireets gvow cleaver.
We hum along between blocks of resi-
dences.  swing  around  coraers.  dash
through cross streets, and at last reach
Charlesgate and the River. As the car
breaks from the shelter of the houses
and rides out upon the bridgze. the ity
suddenly slips from our sizht. aud be-
fore us and on cither side lies the broad
expanse of the river basin. Out to the
Iast it voils a sheet of clear dark water,
with hars of shadow Iying across it. and
hear and there a river-break and vipple.
The Iately risen moon—it is now just
bevoud the full—=hangs low above the
water. s light has al the mellow
richess of September, without a hint

of the brillianey and steely hardness of
winter. Out from our feet runs a
shimmering  path of light across the
surfiace of the rviver, until it breaks in
the darksiess just beneath the  moon.
All about the rim of the scene glittor
the lights of the city, like Droken neck-
Laces of stars. their beads glimmering
singly and ju rows above the clear grey
watter, which shivers them into dancing
faces of lances as it catches them in
itx trembling zrasn. It is a picture to
draw all eyes,—the  expanse of dark
water, the city lights and black masses
of buildings in the distance, the ¢lear
night sky, sparingly decked with siars,
and the full, low mwoon with its zolden
ribbon of lizht across the still water

Ax we draw out over the river, sud-
den silence falls upon the group on the
cir platform. Every face is turned 1o
the East. like an Ishmaclite’s at swi-
rise. A hush comes upon all ; it is not
a time to speak. Lips grow serious that
were but now formed to jest: hard
fices become xoft, and a wistial look
lies in many an eye that is torned to
the scene before ite Its heauty and its
neace steal into every heart: one cinnol.
be frivolous or vulgar in its presence.

The car hums on light alter light
slips by the draw-bridge is crossed.
tlic northern embankment restched. and
the car begins o swing arouand  {he
curve.  And still our eyes are fascinated
by the zlamor of sky, and light, and
water : they canuot be deawn  gaway.
The car speeds on. the railway wrieks
re erossedaand with a roar of  wheels we
dash again hetween the linds of houses.

A sudden stiv suceeeds 1 we clumnge
our posture. rearrunge our parcels, and
drop amain imo conversation. But the
moonlight on the water govs with us 3
it has caught the doors of our souls
ajar. and stealing in. has found in every
heart an altar to beauty and poetry.
and  s=hall heneeforth hang like an
aureole above it.

)

R. MACDOUGALL.
Cambridge. Mass,
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UNIFORMITY OF NATURE.

Uniformity is defined to be a freedom
from variation or difTerence, and hence
uniformity of nature may be said to be
that freedom from variation or differ-
ence which characterises her in the
operations of her laws. To the great
majority of minds unaccustomed to
scientific study, nature appears at times
as o monster, subject to caprice, ve-
nouncing her laws, and operating with-
out regard whatever for the well-being
of her creatures. An carthquake shock
passes  over the country, and people
wonder what freak Nature is playing
on unsuspecting and helpless humanity.
Cities are laid in ruins, works of man's
art. of architecture and mechanical en-
gineering which Nature fosters hy such
lavish contribution of miaterial, axre con-
verted into U heap of debris, and the
morning sun, rising stately and serenely
seems to look down and Iaugh at the
might and weakness of min.

But although she may oceasionally
seem to disregard her usual methods,
there is in all minds, even the most de-
sraded, L tacit if not explicit recogni-
tion of the fact that she works accord-
ing to law. Science recognizes many,
ithe wntutored barbarian, few. But
while it is observed that in the main,
she is controlled by well-defined prin-
ciples. in matters of seemingly minor
importance she exercises the utinost
freedom. At no time, perhaps, was this
hrought Lefore the notice of the writer
with more force, than during the past
summer. when it was his  wprivilese,
though  somewhat Ilaborious task, to
make a1 collection of plants. Such an
employment necessitated a more or less
cloxe observation of Nature’s methods
of working along a particular line. I'ro-
bably no ficld of investigation offers
more convineing evidence than does bo-

tany of the inflexibility aud :pparent
flexibility of Nature. No question ever
arose as to whether the Labiatae would
have more or less square stems and aro-
nuttic leaves, or whether the Cruciferae
would have tetradynamous stamens.
These were taken as a matter of course,
and an absence of any one of the re-
cognized characteristics would be sufli-
cient to relegate the plant under exami-
nation io some other family, But who
would expeet 1o find in every member
of a family, a rigid adherence 10 2 par-
ticular form in the leaves or size of
structure ¥ In these minor maliers na-
ture scems 1o exercise unlimited free-
dom, and thus {0 violate & law of bio-
lugv that life seeks to reproduce itself
in oftspring similar in ¢very respect to
the parent. “The one end,” says M
Iuxley, “to which in ull living heings
the formative impulse is tending—the
‘one scheme which the Archeus of the
old speculiators strives to  carry out.
seems o be o mould the ofispring into
the likeness of the parent.”  So that
were we inclined to jump at a hastye
conclusion, we mizht sax that this law
is never fully realized. The Archeus
strives ; but 10 @ ceriain extent his at-
tempts are futile. The ideal is never
reached. And yet, this conclusion on
closer examination proves temible. And
why ¥ Suppose it were possible 10 get
two germs of 4 particnlar plant, eap-
able. under faverable conditions, of
growth and development, these to be
structurally similar in overy detail. If
it were possible to rear the two plants
under conditions exactly alike, e ma-
iure plants would resemble each other,

“not enly in the more apparent charac-

teristies as to form, size and arrange-
ment. of parts, but cven in the more
obseure arrangement of cells. Perfeet
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likeness between them is what the law
demands. That the objeet is never at-
tained. is due {o the fact that no law
can act separately and independently,
that as every atom of matter in the
universe is interdependent upon cvery
other, so every luw, whether controlling
the existence of matter or regulating
the operaiions of mind, is also depend-
ent on and subject to modification Dby,
the action of other laws., Nevertheless,
ecach law has its full force. The fact
that the vegetable kingdom presents
such wide diversity is a proof of the
great variety of causes producing their
effects. Not only are the eauses acling
on two individual plants different, but
in the case of each one, it cannot be
said that t{he same causes operate upon
it twice. One set is at work oune mo-
ment. a slightly Qifferent set the next.

And hence it is that Nature in work-
ing out members of the Labiatac family
never forus two al.ke. Between them,
there is o strong resemblance, bul also
an almost infinite variety. ‘The con-
joined causes operating to produce
square stems and opposite aromatic
Ieaves, arce more potent than those
wlhose tendency is towards round stems
and alternate leaves. Therefore, these
characteristics are retained. Still we
have no ground for saying that these
characteristics always will be a mark
of this family, for we do not know when
the causes that tend to produce round
stems and :tliternate leaves will pre-
dominate over those of the opposite
character. The conditions of existence
are cver changing. That subtle some-
thing which we call life refuses to be
trammelled.  New  environments  are
ever being tried with evidenty the onc
object in view, “ 1o mould the offspring
into the likeness of the parent” And
so it may be seen that what appears
at first sight as a disregard for law,
really turns out to be a most faithful
adherence to it. That which scems
flexibility, proves to be the most rigid
inflexibilty. '
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If now we turn to another of the phy-
sical sciences, this persistent adherence
to lw may probably be seen in even a

stronger  light.,  Take, for instancee,
chemistry. In this department of the

Laboratory of Nature, we see the opera-
tions of laws of wonderful exactness,
having invariable relations to nuuber
and proportion, lkiws so exacet ithat the
smallest variation in the number or
proportion of ihe substances used, may
be fellowed by very great differences
in the result. “ ITow delicate these re-
Iations are,” says the Duke of Arvgyl],
‘“and how tremendous are the issues de-
pending on their management, may be
coneeived from the single fact—that the
same clements combined in one proper-
tion. are sometimes a1 delicious food or
a grateful stimulant, soothing and sus-
{aining the powers of life ; whilst com-
hined in another proportion. may he 2
deadly poison, paralyzing the heart, and
carrying agony along cvery nerve and
fibre of the animal frame. This ix no
more theoretieal possibility. It is actu-
ally the relation, for example. in which
two well-known  substances  stand i
ciach otler—Tea and  Strychnia.  The
active principles of these two  sub-
stances  *Theine?  and ¢ Strychnine?
are identical so far as their clements
are concerned, and differ from e¢ach
other only in the proportions in which
they are combined. Such is the power
of numbers in the Inboratory of Natuve !
What havoce in this world, so full of life,
would he made by blind chance gambl-
ing with such powers as these! What
confusion, unless they were governed
by Iaws whose certainty makes them
capable of fine adjustment, and there-

fore subject {o aceurate contvol” 1t is
this recognized invariableness in the

Inws of nature ihat renders them cipable
of service. In itself, a kuw is unchange-
able. The effects produced can he alter-
ed by changing the conditions undey
which it operates—in other words by the
introduction of other laws.

The phenomenit of cerystallization fur-
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nish some very interesting evidence to
prove that Nature has the utmost regard
for her laws. A crystal of silica may
be broken up into any number of irre-
gular fragments. ‘Chese may be mixed
with fragments of other crystals. Dis-
solve the whole in lignid. and note the
result.  Slowly the particles of silica
separite out, until at length they form
the orviginal hexagonal crystal.  The
operation muay be repeated any number
of tunes: the result of crystallization
will always be the same. The uw con-
irolling the particles finds its expression
in the hexagonal form. This Iaw in-
variably operates; its end is fullv at-
tained only when tihe conditions are
favorable.

Leaving now the universe of matter
we turn to that of mind—more subtile,
more complex, whose laws constquent-
Iy are more difficult of investigation.
1lere too, phenomenit occur which scem
10 gweep away as with a single stroke,
ihe Dbelief in the universality of law.
Can those strange phenomena which
confront us, as for instance in the idiotic
mind, be shown to be under ihe rule of
law 7 We modestly reply in the affir-
mative. As those unusual upheavals of
Nature are simply the cffects of the
operations of conjeined forces—forees
which perhaps have long lain dormant
or which seldom combine in such a man-

ner as to cause those wonderful demon-
strations of power, so it is in the realm
of mind. And yet it must be admitted
that there seems some ground for doubt
Some phenomena seem to spring into
existence uneaused. Nevertheless, after
considering the very wide range of phe-
nomena that do readily come under the
seneral law, in opposition to the ecom-
pavatively very small number that do
not. we still adhere to our belief in ihe
universality of the law. For we are
convineed that if we had perfeet know-
ledge of the phenomena which seem to
deny the sovereignty of law, we should
see in them no exception i{o the rule.
This conviction is strengthened by tweo
considerations.  In the first place e
have no definite knowledge that auy
plicnomenon that cexists or tbhat can
exist, violates the law. We may have
our doubts, we may suspend judgment.
That is as far as we dare go. Again,
we have many instances of phenomena,
formerly thought to stund opposed to
the Iaw of causation, that have since
been shown (o be subject {o it. With
every advance of science this belief is
strengthened and confirmed. YWhether
further advance will succeed in estab-
lishing it beyond question, we arce not
prepared to predict.
N. D. KEITIHL.
Presbyterian College.

‘The purposes of life misundersiood,
Balle and wound us, but God only

would

That we. should heed His simple words,

“Be good ¥

—Selected.
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(Missions.

THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Many have thought that the prevail-
ing spirit of the Old Testament, and of
the Jew whom it especially portrays,
was one of antagonism, if not of deadly
hostility towards surrounding heathen
nations. Idow then does David say in
Ps. Ixvii, 2, “That thy way may Dbe
known upon carth, thy saving bhealth
among all nations 27 Or why do we
sing in Ps. ¢,

“ All people that on carth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice?”

These and similar words in the Old
Testament certiinly express the true
missionary idea and spirit, and are far
removed from anything that might
seem to savour of bitterness or hostility
towards the heathen. We desire to show
that Ps. Ixvii illustrates the truery,
deeper. more inward spirit of the pious
Jew.  Grace in the heart has always
had he same effeet Hoth in the Old
Testament saint and in the New. It
has always produced a similar fervent
desire for the conversion of the world
and the glory of God thereby. All the
hostility or bitterness, which anywhere
appears, was due to the isolation of
Isracl as necessary for tlie prescrvation
of the truth until the sced should come.
We desire also to show that the nature
of God’s providential dealings with the
nations were of a most merciful and
missionary kind, so long as the Ark of
God was not threatencd with actual
ruin at the hands of hardened sinners.
Ps. exxxvi., 15, reads, * But overthrew
Pharvoal and his host in the Rea Sea,
for his mercey endurceth forever.” Merey

can strike hard, can strike to death mul-
titudes, when the Ark of God is in dead-
Iy peril. In the face of all that goes
before, I’s. exxxvi can still conclude,
“3I¥ho giveth food to all flesh, for his
merey endureth forever.™

1st. Notice God's gracious dealings
with ithe Canaanites. What more could

God have done for these idolatrous
peoples under all the circumstances of
the times ¥ e brought Abraham, the
grandest man of faith in his day, and
his godly houschold to go up and down
amongst them and live in their midst.
Iere was a worshipper of the true God,
greatly blessed and honored of heaven,
4 missionary in their midst. Not only
Abraham, but his pious son Isaae, and
his grandson Jacob, all blessed of
heaven before their eyes, spent long
lives in the midst of these Canaanites.
More whan this, did not Mclchisedek,
priest of the Most Hish God, live in
their midst ? Was not nearly all the
Gospel light of the time shining for
generations amongst them ¥ Who has
had missionaries sent to them if these
Canaanites had not? Surely both God
and lis people were kind and faithful.
Why then did they not leave their idols
and serve the living God ? Surcly their
lhearts were hardened and their minds
darkened. Generations afterwards, upon
the return of Israel from the bondage
of IEgypt, these nations were sunk
deeper and deeper in idolatry and sin.
God Dbrought IIis people up with a
mighty hand and great wondevs, and
1o such an extent was this that the
Canaanites were deeply impressed. Ra-
hab koew all about these wonders in
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the name of the Living God, and at

great personal risk threw in her lot
with the people of God. Why did not
the others act as Rahab ? The Gibeon-
ites -rere deeply impressed, and sought
allinnee with Israel. The lives of the

Catrinrehs  displayed the mildness of
the Gospel of Christ.  ‘he return of
Israel displayed justice and judgment
to come. Could Gospel teaching be more
Leautifully  tempered towards any
people in any age ?  Everyone must
confess that the missionary spirit was
abroad in all these cevents.

2nd. Egypt was about this time the
sreat world power. and at the height of
her glory.  And it scems as though the
creat Father heart of God was turned
towaurds IEgypt in love, and he said,
“What shall T do for great Egypt 27
And Ife said, “This I will do, T will
send down Joseph, a worshipper of the
True and Living God, amd plant him
with all my wonders, and in the sight
of all Egypt. in the highest seat of oflice
and of honor, next to Tharoal.  The
Camaanites have refused me. T owill
Lrings all the Gospel light, Jacob and his
lhouschold, and concentrate it upon
Egypt.”  With the resouvees at hand,
could God have done more for Egypt?
Whoe will point us to a grander mis-
sioinary effort in any age 7 We are very
apt to look upon the bondage in Egypt
simply as it affected Israel. Rut there
is another side to this great event, viz.:
God's gracious designs towards ISgypt,
and we must not hide the light of the
one in the glory of the other.

Srd. In the days of Solomon, PPhoce-
nicia, a little country to the north-west
of Isracl. was at the height of  its
power. Shall there be any misstonary
zeal  displayed towards this  people ?
God gave them a King Hiram. a mani
endowed with many viviues. Solomon
and Iiivam worked together like two
Lrothers in the building of the great
temple. The men of the two nations
worked  side by side in  thousands.
liram and his people knew all about

the True God, and His temple, and His
worship. What & kindly Gospel light
wis shed over all that northern land.
Lebanon was full of the glory of the
Lord. Oh, the matehless love of God
our Saviour!

-ith. It was about this time that Sheba
wias & country of some importance, to
the southward of Israel, and God gave
Sheba o gracious-hearted queen, and
she heard “of the fame of Solomon,
concerning  the name of the Lord.”
“And she cune to Jerusalem with a
very great trdin, and communed with
Solomon of «ll that was in her heart.™
Is there anything more beautiful than
this narrative in all the amals of mis-
stonary romance 7 Was it not a God of
Love dealing kindly with an enquiring
soul 7 Was there anything withheld
from this queen and her people ? “Ihen
why did the teath fall {0 the ground
and bear no continued fruit ?

Sth. Dwring the days of  the kings,
Syrian became a great nation, and Naa-
man prevailed mgainst Isvael. and a
little ITebrew girl carvied the Iamp of
life into the house of the great general.
His deep necessi'y brought him as 2
suppiiant to the door of the prophet,
and he  returned home carrying the
faith of the Gospel in his heart. These
things were not done in a corner.  Mul-
titudes must have known of the Divine
liealing. Where will you find a better
cxample of Kindness (o au enemy, and
of doing good to one who has done in-
jury? All the kindness of the Gospel
was displayed in these evenis.

Gth. A little Jater in history Assyria
became s great nation and Nineveh an
exceeeding great city—great in wicked-
ness as in material proportions. The
heart of Tehovah went out towards the
millions of Assyria, and He sent a pro-
phet of Israel on a Foreign Mission en-
terprise to Nineveh. IIe brought Jonah
to the point of complete willingness and
consecration for his work, and filled his
lips with a telling message so that king
and people humbled themselves beforve

0 S e e e g e e it
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God. The after history of Nineveh
shows that the repentance of the people
under the preaching of the missionary
was very shallow and short-lived, but
God was exceeding kind and faithful
in it all. The missionary effort was a
failure beeause of man’s unbelief and
hardness of heart.

Tth. Still later, Great Babylon arose
on the ruins of Assyria, and the grace
of God was very abundant  towards
Babylon when at the zenith of her
greatness.  Israel needed to be chas-
tised and Babylon to be c¢nlightened.
And just here God brought of the
noblest of His pceople iand prophets by
thousands and tens of thousands, and
planted them all through the provinces
of Babylon. God carried the lamp of
His truth from Talestine to Bubyloi.
trimmed it brightly. and set it down to

shine there for over seventy years.

During all these years the Church. with
virtually all its members and mission-
aries. was working in Rabylon or the
Medo-Persinn Empire which followed.
Daniel sat in a scat of great authority,
a prince of God amongsit them. Esther.
true to her God and King, itriumphed
as queen of the -ealm. God gave them
signel triumpa.., over their enemies, vin-
dicaced Ilis majesty befove Belshazzar.
tou-hted ihe heart of King Cyrus, and
did marvellous things continually be-
fore the eyes of all. Why did they not
lIove Him and prais ¥im and scrve
Him tor all Ilis goodness, and for His
wonderful works ?

Thus we see that there was not a great
nation of antiquity but God an{ Ilis
people reached out the loving hand to
them to save.  The missionary spirit
was always alive and active. And if
these nations eamie short of their duty
to God, it was because ofl their rejcetion
of im and His truth. Jesus compared
the Kingdom of Heaven to a picce of
leaven which a svoman would take and
place in a mass of dough to leaven the
lump. Did not God place thie Teaven in
the mass of the Canaanites, did He not

place it in the great lump of unleavened

Sgypt ? Why were these not leavened?
Surely God was kind and faithful.
Jesus compared the Kingdom of Heaven
to & grain of mustard seed whicl, al-
though small, would grow and become
a large plant. Did not God plant the
grain of mustard sced in the soil of
Syria when e sent Naaman home mir-
aculously healed ¥ Did lie not plant
it by the presence and preaching of
Jonab in 1hwe soil of Nineveh ¥ DPs.
Ixxii says, “There shall be an handful
of corn on the top of the mountains,
the f{ruit thercof shall shake like T.e-
banon.” Were not Joseph and Daniel
and  Esther planted in the  highest
oftices ¥  Were they not handfuls of
corn on the tops of the mountains ?
Then why did the fruit not shake, and
spread, and fill the valleys and plains ?

Side by side with all this wondertul
and continuous exhibition of love and
merey in the Old Testament, everything
which savours of bitterness and hos-
tility to others on the part of God's
people  casily resolves itself into a ne-
cessary part of the Divine Government
to save the Ark of God from utier ruin
at the hands of hardened and impeni-
tent sinners.

In conclusion, we have only a few
short and simple  questions to offer.
1€ the Missionary spirvit was the pre-
dominant spirit of the O1d Testament,
how much more shyuld it be the pre-
vailing idea now, with all fhe fuller
light that flows from the Cross of
Clhirist, and all the added power that
comes from Tis Spirit outpoured in
abundant measure ¥ And if the Jew
was for long cenwuries the patient mis-
sionary, and finally under full Gospel
light the eminently successful ong,
shall we be faint-hearted or soon dis-
couraged, and shall we not render back
again to the Jew the Gospel which he
£0 generously gave to us ?

M. H. SCOTT.
ITull, Que.
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EXANMPLYE.

Qur religion is greatly a religion of
example. When Jesus bids us follow
IIim, ‘ve recognize in Mis will concern-
ing us. not & merely passive aceeptance
of 11im as our guide and Saviour, but
2 living determined eifort. on our part,
to help our fellowmen and promote the
interests of God's kingdom.

As to Iiow we could best accomplish
this, we might be at a1 loss had not the
Master given us 2 practical example.
“ Follow Me,” is Ilis admonition. Christ
Knew the nature of man, and, lest he
should seek to screen himself behind the
mists of an imagined idea that he had
done his best when he had virtually
done nothing. he tinds further illusira-
dons of his meaning iL  those whose
lives were marked by that faith, good
intention and unsclfishness which found
their acme of splendor and perfection
in Iimself. When the centurion sent 2
messenger {o Ilim saying “Tord I am
not worthy that Thou shouldst come un-
der my roof, but speak the word only
and my servant shiall be healed,” Jesas
in substance replied, this is the best ox-
ample of faith which I hav met with
in Isracl. When Mary poured the box
of precious ointment upon Ilis necad.
and soma murmured bhecause it had not
been sold and given {o the poor, e vir-
tually said, she has done the best she
could, Zo thou and do likewise. Agzain,
as in the temple He watched those who
ciast their zifts inte the treasury, IHe
siw @ poor widow who had cast in all
that she had, and siid of her, “she
hath cast more in than all they which
have cast into the tressary,” doubtless
implying, Gold demands the sune of
you. follow her exaumple.

In this ninctecnth century. marked as
an age of progress and refinement. it s
not. usally  rezmvded in zeood taste {o
hold up for imilation the Christinan
qualitics of any of our fellows in con-
trast with others, especially in public.
The sume sentizient may deprecate any

such attempt in relation to congrega-
tions, but as our Saviomr never lesi-
tated to dvaw such lines of contrast,
and that publiely, our task is divested
of much of its ditliculty.

Strange are the inconsistencies of
men ! That swhich passes unchallenged
in politics often meets with a storm of
opposition in social and purely religious
life. Few will murmuragainst the laws
of God s they are laid down in the
book of nature but,” when these same
laws are written in {he Ievelation
which Oe has given, a mighty howl is
raised agaiust His injustice and cruelty.
With such Inconsistencies and conura-
dictions before us in the judzments of
men, and cemboldened and cueouraged
by our Saviour’s departure from the
tyrannical rule of custom, we will ven-
ture 10 point the atiention of our read-
ers to. aat least, one cxample of Chris-
tian liberality and missionary spirit in
a small Lresbyterian congregation in
the Canadian Church.

The congrezauon in point is situated
in the Presbytery of Glengarry, and
consists of three country statious, oue
«f which is still in its infancy. bhaving
been erganized only Lwo yemrs ago. The
communicants muaaber 185, and the seat-
ing accommodation of all three plices
of worship is sthout seven mdred. The
people can by ne me:xans bhe said w be
wetlthy, some being on rented farms,
and the best 10 do worth, perhaps, six
or seven thousand dollars.  According
to the blire book of 1R, this congrem-
tion raised a stipend of SG30. and 2 littde
Larzer sum for other purposes.  Jast
vear the stipend paid was 7500 and the
sum collected for missionary purposes
about $1,200, Lesides severnl hundresd
dollars for other schomes and necessary
reprirs

Of the amount contributed to mis-
sions. three men contributed X300, and
a fourth "who lives on 2 rented farm.
$73. Besides this, some of the material
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for 2 new church, at one station, is al-
ready on the ground, and  another
church is te be extensively repaired.

Nor is money all thuat these people
have given to the service of God. T'wo
of their number have, during the last
year, gone to the foreizm ficld., and =
third is now in cowrse of training ior
that work.

Iow can such liberality and consecra-
tion to God's service be accounted for ?
Last ycar was once of unusual depres-
sion in the business world, and a large
number of congregations, rather than
increasing their contributions, allowed
them to fall off, so that the various
churchh  schemes suffered much  from
want of financial support. Llere wias 2
congremition that increasad its givings
by wellnigh  one thousuand  dollars.
‘There is but onc solution io the whole
matter. The Spirit of God has opened
the hearts of this people to the needs of
the benighted and superstitious world.
and pastor and tlock have labored zestd-
ously in faith and self-denial for the ad-

vancement of the Kingdom.

In no other way can this work bhe
done, and the church schemes suceess-
fully carried out. Let a people be
thoroughly conseeriited to God, and it
will require much more than the de-
pression of I8 to call 2 halt in mis-
sionary effort. Is there any less display
amongst our popukition in  raiment,
means of conveyauee, sources of amuse-
ment and houschold furnishings than in
former years ?  We rather think nof.
On the contrary, tere is a decided ad-
vance.  Are times somewhat harder ?
Goil's work must suffer, our own coir-
fort must not bhe interfered with under
any  considerstio IWe do not In s
many words iy so, hut it is neverthe-
less truc.

We have hieard again and agmin that
the Church is, as yet, only ])Ll} ing with
missions. There has been little or ne
sacritice on the part of her members.
Has trade been dall, produce low and
mongey difficult to obtain, retrenchment
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has Legun by robbing God rtither than
practising  Christian  sclf-denial.  How
cin we look for God's blessing under
suchr conditions as these ¥ 1lear llis
words as He seeks through the inspired
prophet to lead 1lis ancient people to
i sense of duty. Pring xe¢ all the
tithes inte the storchouse that there
nuty be meat in Mine house. and prove
AMe now, herewith, saith the Lord of
Host=, if 1 will not open you tlic win-
dows of heaven and pour you out
blessing that there shall not be room
cnough to receive it

Gad has in all ages been wue 1o Iis
promises.  Sacred history abounds with
illustrztions  confirmetory of this, and
presents us instances  without numiber
of genuine sterifice and self-denial well
wortliy of our imitation.  The meople
arce not wholly responsible for lacking
missiomiry spivit and filing ww protit
by noble examples such ax have been
brought under our notice. Iastors are
much to blame. Is it not wue that all
congregadions failing 1o respond o the
AssembIy’s appeal for increased liber-
ality are congrezations whose pastors
lack missionary fire ¥ Are they not con-
gregatons in connection  with which,
yearr in and year out, little or nothing
is heard of missions save the bhare state-
ment—and that, often in an apologetic
wav—unt o collection will be tiken up
for the schemes of the Church.  Is itnot
to by feared that scif has much o do
with his filure to emphasize that part
of public worship which consists of xiv-
inz of our substance.  Away with
auxicty about the manse, mml fears of
personal inconvenience should the uswal
stipead not be fortheoming.,  The Pxalm-
ist says. ¥ 1 have been young and now
ame old, yet have I not scen the rizht-
cous forsaken nor hiz seed bhegming
breadl” < Seck first the kingdom of
Guod. and these things shall be added
untoe you,” otherwise, the stipend will
diminish and little or no success will
mark the undertakings of the Church.
The Lunenburg and Pleasant Valiey
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congregation has not starved its pastor,
netwithstanding the fact that they have,
perhaps, surpassed all other country
congregations in tae Canadian Churci.
They are none the poover for it 5 on the
contrary. God has more abundantly
blessed them with temporal and spirit-
ual thines.

The West is this year ealling loudly

for mea and money. Appeal after ap-
peal reaches us to go up and possess the
Iand. The Foretgn Mission Fund is low.
Cannot some fifty or sixty other con-
wregations follow the noble example of
the one mentioned ? Make the ceffort
prayerfully and  cheerfully, and there
need be no anxiety as to the result.
A. MACVICAR.

Nay. speak no ill <

heard,

a kindly word
Can never leave st sting belund ¢
And ohi! to breathe cach tale we've

Is far heneath 1 noble mind.

For oft a better seed is sowa

By choosing thus a Kinder plan @
For if bhut littic zood we've known
f.ets speak of ull the Zood we can.

slected.

Still. =till with Thee when purple morn-

ing breaketh,
When ihe bird
shadows flce ;

waiaketh and  the

Srirer than morniag, lovelier than the

daylizht,

Dawns the sweet conscionsuess, I am

with Thee ?

—Iarrict Beecher Stowe.

———
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T®artie ¥ rancaise.

ALICE DE CHAMBRIER.

Clest d’une jeune fille que je veux
vous entretenir aujourd’hui, si je pouvais
vous la préserter, elle ferait probable-
ment naitre des sentiments bien doux
dans plus d'un cceur.  JMais hélas!
je ne puis, tout au plus, quiévoquer le
souvenir de cette modeste jeune personne
dont le génic précoce, Pardeur au travail,
Yoriginalite des productions et la trop
courte vie, ont laiss¢é dauns le monde des
lettres, une tmce lumineuse; et dans
la classe humble et nombreuse des
pauvres et des déshérités le parfum d'uae
gencrosité qui se cache et d'une piété
sans ostentation. Douée d'une activité
peu commune, & un dge oit la réverie o+t
dordinaire plus séduisante que le travail
et dans une position sociale oit le plaisir
s‘impose souvent comme un devoir, Melle
de Chambrier était sans cesse tourmentée
de la fitvre créatrice comme si elle eut
senti que bieatér viendmit pour clle, le
soir ou persons ¢ ne pewt travailler
Aussi avait-clle fonrni une carricre bien
pleine it un @ge ol Féerivain ne Jait en
général que commencer.

Elle Eorivit ses premitres potsies &
Pige de 17 ans.  Elle suivait alors les
cours de Fécele supéricure Jo fimnes filles
& Neuchatel, =1 ville natale ot elle
s'était faile une célébrite de collize par
In lecture de son poéme ('Ailantide
dans lequel elle mconte Pantique légende
du continent auntrefois submerge.

Dis lors on comprit quiil y avait en
elle plus quiun simple caprice, mais unc
vocation quil ne fallait pas contrarier.
Clest alors qu'elle subiv Pinfluence de

Mme. Berton qui g¥tait faite une réputa-
tion bien méritée comme tragédicune,
mais surtout de Mme. Agar dont les ré-
présentations des chefs-‘ceuvres clas-
siques sembleni avoir déterminé essor
de son talent. Xlle profita aussi des
conseils de M. XErnest Naville auquel
clle aimait soumetire ses povsies. Dis
lors se succédérent avec une dtonnante
rapidité des compositions de tout genre :
comédies, drames, nouvelles, po€sies qui
furent pour elle, ce que Vauvernague
appelle les premiers regards de Ja gloire.
Hélas ! elle 1'en devait pas conmaitre
dautres.

En 1830 eclle gagna unc wédaille
dargent au concours des Muses Santones
de Royan. Xn 1882 elle remportait, des
jeux Horaux de Toulouse, la pwimevére
&arqent que Iniavait méritée La Ballade;
La DBrile an Bois dormant dont je désire
citer quelques vers :

#* Dans sou vaste palais, sous la somhre m-
mure,

¢ Lz Belle au bois repose, attendant leréveil;

** Son beau front est de glace, ct jxile est sa
figure, . . .

¢ Ses heaux cheveux lui font comme “: man-.
teau vermeil ;

4 TUn étrange sourire orre cucore sur s
louche,

** Ses longs cils abaisses ombrent lvgerement

¢ Ce visage si pur que la snort farouche

¢ Somble avoeir, cn son val, cfileure sculement,

« Flle a joint sur son cwenr scs mains lives ct
ulanches,

“ Et semble unce statuc en marbre precienx ;

“ L4 lc soleil couchant qai glisse sous les
branches,

“ X travers les vitruy, Ia baise sur lesyenx.”
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Elle repose impassible et sereine sui-
vant un réve d'or dans le ciel pur qui
depuis longtemps la ravit et lentraine
quand

“Un cavalier s'en vient i1 travers les brous-
sailles

¢ Jusque sous les hauts murs du palais en-
chanté,

11 revoit devant ses pas s'écrouler les mu-
railles,

¢ 2t pénttre sans peine en ce lisn redouté.”

Clest un prince au pourpoint de
velours qui

Traverse la cour, oit d*énorimes trones d'arbres

Renversés par le temys, gisant amoncelés,

Et gravit sans frayeur les hauts Jdegrés de
mashre.

Le long des corridors de grosses araignées

Qui dormant dans leurs rets tissés dargent
et, d'or—

Séveillent i demi, regardant ¢tomnces

Ce vivant qui pénétre au s¢jonr de la mort . .

11 pousse vivement la porte demie close

Et voit Ia jeune fille endormice et si belle,

Attendant Finconnu qui vient pour I’épouser;

Plein d'une joic inmmmense, il se penche vers
clle,

Et sur sa main glacde il pose un long baiser,

N'est-ce pas ton image, ¢ superbe nature 2

Le bean fils du Roi, c'est toi joyeux prin-
temps!

C'est toi qui viens cherclier la terre ensevelie

Sous les dpres linceuls des automnes glacés

Qui lui rends son sourire et sa splendeur palic

Ev dis en le baisant : Ilennis ¢est assez.

Ces succes furent pour elle un puis-
sant stimulant au travail. 11 est in-
convenable qu'une jenne fille morte &
21 ang, dit M. Suily Prud’homme, ait,
enquatre ans, pu produire tant douvrages
si différents et de poisies st originales.
Ia facture de ces vers n'est pas molle ct
banale comme Jest habitucliement la
versification des jeune filles. Ta distine-
tion de ces pensces s'est communiquée
son style par un merveilleux don d’ap-
propriation des mots aux choses, des

mouvements de la phrase & Pémotion qui
surprend.

Les sujets quelle aborde montrent
un esprit que rien n'effraie. Méditant
un jour sur la métempsycose elle sc
demande si elle naurait pas vécu déji
une premitre fois sur les bords de son
beau lac,au licu ot les Helviétes dressaient
leurs tentes, il y a quelque mille an,
idée quelle rend dans les beaux vers
suivants :
4¢ Peui-étre que debout sur le senil de nos

tentes.

La plaine devant nous, I'infini sur nos fronts

Nous éecoutions réveurs les notes éclatantes

Des cymbales et des clairons.™

Dans son poime La nuit dw désert
elle convogne au pied des pyramides
quelques noms historiques, réveillés du
sommeil de la tombe—et fait comparaitre
Jules Cesar, Charles V. Attila, Napoléon
qui tour i tour vieanent wwonter Ia
gloire dont ils se sont couverls. Puis
St. Paul gui un livie & la main rconte
i son tour sa conversion et {init par
convainere ces ombres que les victoires
morales sont plus précieuses que les
suceis terrestres ¢t termine en leur
disant :
¢ Bt mon maitre & la fin, pour prix denon

cffort,
t > 7accorde pour son mom de recevoir la
mort . - . -

Tavoyant si pleine d’ardeur, ses amies
la phisontaient sur son dprete au gain.
On comprit tout quand, plus tard, on
trouva dans son livie de pauvres, un
accusé de recettes et les dépenses de la
charité. Liiirofsme n’est pas toujours
posé sur le piedestal d'actes éclatants que
le public admire. Quand fmiche ct
reposée, elle se sentait forte de santé et
despérance, comme on se sent quelque-
fois au matin 'un beau jour, clie faisait
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ses réves -venir ot les soins de la

charité entraient pour une large part.*

Plus souvent pourtant elle pressentait
que ses jours dtaient comptés et con-
signait ses pensées sombres dans un
carnet, ou dans des poésies de circon-
stances ; & YPoccasion de son 20me anni-
versaire, elle ¢erivait :
H Jaurai vingt ans demain ! faut-il plewrer
ou rire,
Saluer P'avenir, regretter le passé,
Et tourner le feunillet «u livre qu'il faut lire,
Qu'il intéresse on non, qu,on Iaime on seit
lass¢,
Vingt ans, ce sont les leurs toutes fraiches
écloses,
Les lilas parfumés dans les fenilles vertes,
Les muuguerittes @or et les houtons de
roses
Que le printemps qui fuit, laisse toul entr’
ouverts . . .
Mais c'est aussi pariois linstant picin de
tristesses
Ot 'honnne, regrettant les jours évanous,
An seuil de Tinconnu, tour rempli de
promesses.
Sent des larmes au fond de ses yeux
¢hlouis . . . -
Yarcil an jeune oisean qui doute de son aile
Lt n'ose s’¢lancer hors du nid suspendu,
11 heésite dlevant cette ronte nouvelle
Qui s'ouvre devant lui, plelne d'inattendu.
Liwil a beau ne rien voir de triste sur la

route

Malgré le gai soleil, les oiseaux et les
fleurs,

Lc ewur parfois frissonne et dans lc calme
Ceonte

TUne lointaine voix qui parle de malheur.®

Pour elle la poisie est dans les choses
et non dans Fame du potte—qui ondonne
les ¢léments recueillis et les impressions
percues ; aussi wavait-elle rien de ce qui
rend si facilement désagreable In femme
auteur. Elle lisait peu, pensait beau-
coup, c'est peut-tire le trait le plus
original de sa physionimie qui révele le
poite.  Ceux qui Pont le micux vonnue
nous disent que non seulement tout en

elle ¢lait potsie, mais que tout dius la
vie et dans le monde extérieur se trans-
formait pour elle en potsie—ses idées et
ses impressions ne demandaient qu'un
prétexte pour s'épanouir en vers—si les
occasions tardaient & sc présenter elle
savait les découvrir dans les choses les
plus insignifiantes et en tirer des effets
imprévus.

Peut-on peindre plus uaivement les
déceptions de nos plus chires espeérances
que dans ceite jolie pitee; Les plaisivs
d'enjants.  An sortiv de Péeole, su lecon
finie elle va sasseoir sur la gréve et rire
avec les flots bondissanis—ou bien elle
regarde passer ¢i yévant les nuages blanes
guidés par le hasard vers un bud inconnu.
Puis lasse de songer sans rien faire, elle
continue :

Je faisais naviguer mne flotte tremblante,

De barques en papier ¢t Ionde scintillante

Les portait doucement an loin vers d'autres
licux,

Et souvent, sur le pont du navire fragile

Jiéerivais, d'une main bien cncore inhabile,

Quelque mots enfantins ¢t posais quckjnes
flenrs

Sur 'arricre incling des miguones nacelles,

Pesantes cargaisons pour leurs coques si
freles

Puis les voyant partir, jessuyais quelques
pleurs,

Mes reguds les suivaient sur londoyaute
plaine::

Je pensais que bien loin sur la terre lointaine

Qi mes panvres bitteaux aborderaient un jour,

1ls trouveraient quelquian sur le rivage

Qui sc demanderait doit venait ce message

Et wous les jours suivants plein de confiancee,

Jattendais Ia répousce avec impatience . . .

Mais, helas? mon bittcan n'est jamais revenn

Et je cher.hais en vain dans I'éloignement
vague.

Mes vaisseaux revenant de pays inconnus—

Jeux naifs de I'enfance. 11 se peat qu'on en
ric !

Mais jaime Finfini, jaime Ia réverie

Qui wele au terre & terre un pen de mer-
veilleux.
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Ailleurs elle fait ressortir un frappant
contraste entre la fragilité humaine et la
permanence de la matitre—une cireon-
stance insignifiante lui en fournit I'occa-
ston :

Sur la console en bois de chéne
Plein de mille biblots,

Les doigts blancs de 1a chatelaine
Avaient pos¢ les deux magots.

Leur bouche allait jusqu’aux oreilles,
Tant ils riaient fort tous les deux;
Et Penfant aux tresses vermeilles

En passant riait avec eux.

Chaque soir le long des charmilles
On voyait sous les ddmes ombreuxy,
Beaux cavaliers et jeunes filles
S’en aller couple amonreux.

¥t pendant les fétes splendides
Devant les dames, les Bijoux.
Les nains aux visages stupides
Riaient toujours comme des fous.

Mais, hélas ! un jour sonna heure
Oii tout le pays fut en deuil !

La mort entrant daus lu demeure,
it Ia chatelaine au cercucil.

Sa blanche paupitre abaissée,

Voila pour toujours scs beaux yeux.
On la porta calme et glacée

Dans le tombean de ses ajeux.

Le manoir resta solitaire

Les grands volets furent bien clos,
Et les arbres avec mysitre

Se couvrirent de lenrs rameaux.
Pourtant, sur la haute console
Laissant fuir la nuiv et les jours,
Euivrés d'une gaieté folle,

Les deux magots riaient toujours.

Cest avec mison quwon a dit
qu'elle avait donné plus qwelle n'avait
requ car si clle admirait beaucoup les
conceptions gigantesques et le lyrisme
¢blouissant de Victor Hugo, son potte
favori, elle recevait ses inspirations
d’ailleurs et de plus haut.

Ses sympathies pour Pinfortune ont
fait vibrer au fond de son ame des notes

d'une touchante harmonie et d’une pro-
fonde tristesse; malgré les abondantes
citations déju faites, les lecteurs du
journal me sauront gré de ciéder au
plaisir de leur en donner encore une ou
deux qui trahissent la nature sensible et
sympathique de l'auteur pour ses soeurs
plus faibles et moins bhien entourdes :

J’ai vu dans la fange jounitre,
Au bard du trottoir ruisselant
Une plume au reflet d’zlbiwre
Quavait perdu un pigeon blanc.

Lioiseau dans son essor rapide
Avait pass¢ devant mes yeux,
Laissant aprés Ini dans le vide
Cette plume au reflet soyeux.

Pendant une courte minute
Dans Fuir elle avait palpité,
Puis avait commence sa chute
Vers la boue et Phumidité.

Dans sa marche incertaine et lente,
Elle seinblait encore chercher

Une protection absente,

Un point auquel se raccrocher.

Mais envain . . . Sur Pornicre impure
Dans un vague frémissement,

Intacte encore et saus souilture

Elle se posa tristement. . . .

Le ceur sattendrit et s'épanche
Souvent sans qu'on sache pourquoi ;
Liaspect de cette plume Llanche
Me mit dans T'étre un vague émoi.

Elle e fit penser anx imes
Qu'un sort triste et mystiricuy,
Abandoune aux chemins infiunes,
Oi rampe le vice odieux.

Qui pourrait caleuler leur nombre ¥
Jusqui'ici nnl ne I'a tenté .« . .

Et I'on s'étonne, si dans 'ombre
On voit sombrer leur purcteé !

Pour les sauver il nest personne,
Nul ne les tire du bourbier 3

La nuit partout les environne
Et I'orgueil les foule du pied !

Elle avait une ambition—Elle revait
d’étre un jour couronnée par Pacadémie
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frangaise—Dans ce but elle travaillait
avec ardeur & un éloge de Lamartine—
Trois fois elle refondit son travail—-
Evidemment il ne Pinspirait pas—Quel
dommage, disait elle, que ce ne soit pas
Victor Hugo—Elle y travaillait encore
quand la maladie vint la surprendre et
Yemporta—Son poéme encore inachevé
fut cependant envoyé au concours
académique, mais ce fut M. Jean Aicard
qui remporta le prix.

Elle est partie—Ses travaux restent
monuments impérissables d'mne  belle
individualité qui a répandu autour d’elle
et derritre elle le parfum et le charme
Q’une aimable jeunesse—et dune belle
ime dont le regard était tourné en haut.
Tne mystériense puissance attinait vers
le pole invisible—aspirations qu'elle
exprime si bien dans son beau poéme :
Pourquoi faut-il mourir?
¢ La fourmi demanda quelque soir, i la rose ;
Pourquoi faut-il mourir? la belle flear frémiv;
Je ne le sais, fourmi, Iui dit-elle, et je n'ose
Songer i cct instant oit tout sombre ct finit.
Va demander au chéne 5 il te dira peut-étre
Pourquoi, sl faut mourir, il faut quand

méme naitre.

La fourmi s’en alla vers le chéne géant ;

Cn doit savoir beaucoup, chéne, quand on est
grand

Dit-cile, réponds moi: pourquoi faut.il mourir

11 serait si beau d'ctre et de ne pas finir !

Mais arbre tristement branla sa haute cime;

Comment saurai-je ¢a fourmi, pauvre ¢tre
infime—

Que suis-je 7 va plus haut, arréte le nuage

Peut-ctre qu'il pourra t'en dire davantage.

La fourmi s’en alla: & nuage, dis-moi,

Tu dois bien en savoir Ia maison, dis pourquoi

Devons nous tous mourir et quitter cette
terre ?

Exister est si doux : mourir est chose amire !

Le nuage pleura : va demander plus haut

TPourquoi nous devons tous dispuraitre sitit ;

Je ne fais que passer.. . . la lune dans Ia nue

Peut-étre le sanra : ce soir & st venue,

Va la questioner—quand lastre de la nuit

Sur la terre jeta son doux regard qui hut,

Dis moi, sais-tu pourquoi tu n'es pas immor-
telle ?

La lune soupira : monte jusqu'aun soleil

11 est plus grand que moi, va guctter son
réveil.

Quand Ie jour fut venu : soleil, dit la fonrmi,

Ponrquoi faut-il monrir ? on est si bien ici,

L’astre du jour pitlit : ah, demande & Iétoile!

Pour elle, elle si haut, le ciel n'a point de
voile,

Mais les astres brillants & la voiite du ciel

Dirent: demande i Dien, lui scul est éternel.

R. P. Drcros.

ADRESSE
prononcée devant Passociation des anciens
ct des nouveaux cléves des écoles de la
Pointe-aux-Trembles, le 22 Février, 1895.
M. le Président,
Mesdames et Messieurs.

Le jour de la réunion de notre associa-
tion est toujours pour nous un jour de
réjonissance, le plus grand et le plus
beau des jours de Pannée.

On Tattend et on le salue de loin
comme un jour de féte.

En effet n'est-ce pas le jour de féte de
Pécole que celui qui rassemble sous son
vieux toit bienfaiteurs, amis, maitres et
clives dans un méme seutiment d’union
ct de fraternite. .

N'est-ce pas depuis que, sous un souflie
inspirateur  d’En-Haut, e cercle s'est
formé, cette associziion s'est c¢hauchée,
que nous avons appris & resserrer les
liens qui nous unissent, i connaitre et &
concentrer nos forces, i faire
devoir.

Chaque aunée nows avons cu & en-
registrer quelques nouveaux témoignages
de générosité et de réconnaissance depuis
ce jour oit nos coeurs ont ¢rigé dans notre
chapelle une tablette de marbre i la
memoire des fondateurs de Pécole.

Nous avons vu notre bibliothéque s’en-

notre
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richir de nombreux et précieux volumes
qui ont créé chez nos éléves le gotit de
1a lecture et de la soif de connaissance.

Quoique dans une faible mesure,
on a aidé & lameublement de nos
deux maisons. Un gymnase a été con-
struit pour les gar¢ons et aujourd’hui,
a notre grande surprise, comme i notre
grande joie un des besoins les plus
pressants de notre ¢cole se trouve comblé
par les efforts réunis de Mme. Morin et
de Mme, Walford et ceux des généreuses
auxiliaires qui ont bien voulu leur préter
lenr concours dans leur noble entreprise.

Permettez-moi, Mesdames, de vous
présenter Pexpression de motre vive

gratitude en présence de ce don magni-
fique, fruit de vos vaillants efforts.

Cet instrument sera toujowrs pour
nous une preuve tangible, manifeste de
Pintérét que vous prenez dans Pcenvre
de notre école. Chacun de ses sons
harmonicux nous redira les sentiments,
damour, de dévouement, de foi ou de
reconnaissance qui l'ont placé sous la
main de nos jeunes ¢léves.

Yotre activité chrétienne et votre
géndrosité trouveront wn écho dans mille
autre cceurs et stimuleront la libéralité
des amis de la jeunesse et d'une sai. -~
éducation.

Au nom de fous nos ¢léves, au nom
de tous les maitres, au nom des maitresses
de musique en particulies; au nom de la
Commission qui régit cettr école, encore
une fois, je vous dis merci du fond de
mon ceeur.

Quoi quw'on en dise et quoi quon
puisse en penser il me semble que notre
école est entrée dans une ére de progrés
et de développement.  I1 me semble que
nous avangons, si nous ne bondissons
pas.  Si nous ne sommes pas lidvres, ct
nous n'aspirons pas i le devenir, qu'on

nous permette d’étre tortues, sans nous
prendre pour des étres inertes, pour des
fossiles. Il ne serait pas nécessaire
d’évoquer, chez quelquessans  d'entre
nous, de bien lointains souvenirs pour
leur faire avouer que notre ¢cole n'a pas
toujours été ce qu'elle est aujouwrd’hui.
Quel changement, quelle transformation
depuis huit ou dix ans'!

I1 n'était pas question d’orgues ni de
pianos. Ce n'est qu'aprés des années
de luttes que le Dr. Coussirat a obtenu
Penseignement de la musique pour notre
éeole et aujourd’hui nous voilt avee
quatre ou cing instrumenis qui nous
permettent de cultiver ce bel art.

Au lieu de magnifiques salles qui ne
dépareraient pas les plus belles éeoles de
la ville, vous souvenez-vous de ces an-
ciennes classes aux pupitres branlants,
massacerés, couverts de hicroglyphes?

Vous n’avez pas oublié, jen suis sir,
nos salles & manger, basses, humides,
enfumées, aux murs rustiques ou vous
trouviez deux fois par jour une assicttée
de porridge entourée d’une aurcole de
meélasse dont vous emportiez les sou-
venirs traditionnels jusque dans vos
familles. Je ne vous parlerai pas du
caf¢ d'orge qui ne sut jamais ce que
cest que le sucre.

Vous souvient-il de ces dortoirs aux
lits de Dbois vermouln, aux dures pail-
lasses, ot vous vous endormicz le soir
pour vous réveiller le matin sur le plan-
cher?

Voyez-vous cette longue file de gargons
se rendant au fleuve le joug sur les
épaules avec deux seaux quils vont
remplir d’eau pour approvisionner I'école
des filles et I'dcole des gargons, Vous
les plaignez en les voyant couverts de
sueur et de glace, traimant ces seaux
comme des galériens leurs boulets. Ce
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sont cependant les plus heurcux de la
bande, car eux seuls ont le privilege de
franchir chaque jour une cléture monu-
mentale qui sépare les deux éeoles et
arréte tout regard indiseret. Je m’arréte,
Je nen finirais pas si je voulais vous
parler de toutes les vieilleries, les anti-
quailles, les absurdités que le souflle du
progres a balayées autour de nous depuis
quelques années.  Local, chaunffage,
¢elairage, literie, alimentation tout a été
renouvelé, amélioré, transformé. ILe
programme d’études n’a pas ¢été oublig,
pas plus que le reste, mais, comme le
baromditre, il faut qu'il monte ou baisse
chaque année selon le degré d’intelligence
ou de développement des ¢éléves qui nous
sont recommandés.  Loin d'étre satisfuits
des résultats obtenus, au point de nous
endormir dans une douce quiétude, nous
savons qu'il nous reste des progres i
atteindre, des réformes i opérer, mais ce
n’est qu’une affaire de temps.

Soutenus et encouragés par les nobles
sentiments que vous manifestez aujourd’-
hui envers votre ancienne éceole, appuyés
par la bmmne volonté de notre Commus-
sion d’Education qui ne nous refuse
jamais ce qu'elle peut nous auccorder,
soutenus par la puissance de Dien qui
nous ¢éclairera de sa  lumitre, nous
sommes pleins de foi et de confiance pour
I'avenir de notre ¢eole anssi longtemps
qu'elle nawra d’autre but que l'avance-
ment du régne de Dieu.

J. Bourcoix.

DE LIMAGINATION.

Si Pétais potte, j'invoquerais Ies muses,
et pour peu qu'elles me fussent secou-
rables, je trouverais des aecents mélodieux
pour célébrer les charmes de l'imagina-
tion. Il faut me contenter d'un rdle plus

modeste; je voudrais
définir.

Qu'est-ce done que limagination?
Mais, dira quelqu’un, cela n’est pas bien
diflicile & savoir ; ouvrez un dictionnaire,
consultez les philosophes. Je Iai fait,
eb je suis presque aussi embarrassé
quauparavant. “Ides mots, des mots,
des mots,” comme dit Hamlet,—des mots
dont il convient de se rendre compte,
quil est néeessaire de traduire par des
équivalents pour doumer une idée nette
du sujet que nous abordons.

Les lexicographes, en cflet, aflirment
que limagination est, tout d’abovd, la
faculté que nous avons de nous rappeler
vivement ct de voir en quelque sorte les
objets qui ne sont plus sous nos yeux.
Cette faculté existe assurément. Je vois
en esprit les pays que jai visités,
Jentends les hommes avee qui je me suis
entretenu, je revis le passé, en un mot,
et le passé me redevient comme présent,
si bien qu'un voyage par la pensée ine
vran e presque autant dagrément quiun
voyage réel, et que le souvenir des joies
d’antan me donne Villusion d'un bonheur
actuel. Mais en quoi cette faculté se
distinguc-t-elle de In mémoire? la
mémoire ne reproduit-elle pas, elle aussi,
le passé, avee ou san= le concours de la
volonié, malgre mous wu par suite d'un
effert soutenu’t La seule

simplement la

difference

. qwon puisse marquer entre Pimagination

et Ia mémoire se trouve dans la vivacité
de Vimpression retrouvée.

Dlautre part,—)e cite encere les
lexicographes—I’imagination estlafaculté
dinventer, de concevoir, jointe an talent
de rendre vivement les conceptions.
Lexistence de cette faculté west pas
contestable.  Mais en quoi Plinangination,
dans ce cas, diffcre-t-clle de Iinventicn
que l'on définit de la méme mamére
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Ce ne peut étre que par le talent de
rendre vivement les conceptions. Pas
plus iei que pour la précédente définition,
la différence n'est assez grande pour nous
éclairer sur la nature propre, le caractire
spéceial de Iimagination.

Adressons-nous maintenant aux phi-
losophes dans Pespoir qu’ils répandront &
flots la lumitre sur le sujet qui nous
occupe. Voici Platon l'un des plus
grands. “La phantasia (gerracia), dit-
il, (c’est ainsi qu'il appelle Pimagination)
est la capacité de conserver et de repro-
duire les perceptions du sens de Ia vue
ex Pabsence des objets.  Sans &tre grand
elere, on voit qu'iel limagination n'est
que la mémoire représentative et quelle
se restreint au sens de la vue. Aristote
la définit comme Platon et Pattribue aux
animaux eux-mémes. Or, tous les sens
ont leur imagination propre. Preuve en
soit les aveugles qui trouvent leur
chemin, qui lisent avec les doigts, et les
imprimeurs qui reconnaissent les lettres
au toucher. En outre, Pimagination est
plus que Ia facult¢ de reproduire Yimage
des perceptions passées, comme nous le
verrons.  Cette définition est done in-
suffisante.

Plotin, 'un des principaux philosophes
de Péeole d’Alexandrie, I'a su reconnaitre.
L’imagination, d’aprés lui, a pour fonction
de représenter en images les étres du
monde intelligible, les idées ; cest une
faculté qui survit au corps et subsiste
dans la vie bienheureuse. Il a raison
sans doute, mais son langage nest pas
trés clair pour les profanes.

Je passe sous silence les philosophes
anciens on medernes qui suivent plus ou
moins ces deux maitres. Iant mérite
cependant une mention spéciale.  L’ima-
gination, dit-il, est la facult¢ de schéma-
tiser. Cela veut dire, en frangais, que

nous avons le pouvoir de représenter
sous des formes générales les objets de
nos sensations. Je vois un chéne, par
exemple, et en généralisant, je le rattache
au genre arbre. DMais, dans ce cas, en
quoi l'imagination différe-t-clle de la
généralisation ? .

Ou je me trompe fort, ou vous pensez
comme moi que toutes ces définitions
ont besoin d'étre expliquées, précisées,
exprimées en langue vulgaire.  Cherchons
done sans nous lasser quel est le caractére
propre de limagination, ce qui la dis-
tingue de toutes les autres opérations de
Yentendement, appelons & notre aide
M. Vacherot, aprés M. Ceusin et d’autres
philosophes qui ont regu du ciel le don
de se faire comprendre quand ils parlent.

Qu'est-ce  proprement qu'imaginer ?
Clest réaliser I'idéal, c’est traduire les
conceptions métaphysiques en images.
Saluons ici Plotin rendu en bon francais.
On voit que Vimagination est la faculté
de concevoir Pidée sous une forme, eclle
introduit Fidéal dans le réel, elle repré-
sente I'idéal par le réel.

Ceci est déja clair.  Préeisons pour
obtenir encore plus de clarté. Quel est
Pobjet propre de limagination? On
nous dit que c’est le bean.  L'imagination
est une faculté essentiellement esthétique.

A ce point de wvue, on reconnait
plusieurs espices d’'imagination. 1l y en
a trois principales, sans compter de nom-
breuses variétés. Nous trouvons, en
examinant les produits de T'art, que les
uns font prédominer le réel sur Fidéal ;
d’autres exagérent idéal aux dépens du
réel ; .Jd’autres enfin unissent le réel et
Iidéal dans une mesure parfaite. Parmi
les premiers, on signale les peintures
flamandes, riches de couleurs, d'une grice
remarquable, mais sans idéal apparent.
Les seconds se rencontrent en Allemagne,
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en Scandinavie, en Ecosse, plus rarement
en Irance. La Griéece aveec Phidias,
PItalie avec Raphael ont eu Phonneur
doffriv au monde les types achevés du
parfait rapport de Pidéal et du réel.

Voici donec un premir point acquis:
Pimagination doit exprimer aussi exacte-
ment que possible le beau idéal par le
réel.  Les artistes—peintres, musiciens,
poites, éerivains en  tout genre—qui
savent unir ces deux choses posstdent
cette faculté. Ils peuvent sans doute
tomber dans le grotesque, comnie Scarron,
verser dans Dl'énorme, comme le font
quelquefois Victor 1lugo et Michel Ange,
se plaire i d’étranges fantaisies, comme
Shalkespeare, mais eafin ils ont de Pima-
gination, parce que Fidéil sunit toujours
au réel dans lewrs ceuvres, et qu’iis
cherchent & exprimer le beau, méme en
¥ joignant le laid comme repoussoir.

Sommes-nous enfin satisfait? Ias
encore. L'imdgination a d’autres objets
que le beau; son domaine s'é¢tend au
vrai et an bien.

Point de génie scientifique saus ima-

gination.  Inventer, cest imaginer.
Quand Newton, voyant tomber une

pomme, congut l'idée de la loi de lat.
traction universelle, il fit «uvre dfima-
gination. L'idée dans son esprit s'incarna,
pour ainsi dire, en une image. Laplace
a expligué la formation des mondes
par la célébre théorie des nébuleuses ; il
imagina le fait avant de Pétablir. Tl en
est de méme de Cuvier pour la recon-
struction du Megatherinm, de Darwin
pour son systtme de Févolution (qu'il
soit vrai ou faux, peu importe), de
Ferdinand de Lesseps pour le percement
de Pisthme de Suez, de Pasteur pour ses
admirables  découvertes.  L'embarras
consiste ici & faire exactement le départ

entre la faculte de concevoir et celle
24

d'imaginer. Klles s'unissent au point de
se confondre, et on se demande s'il y a
lien de les distinguer chez les inventeurs
pour qui Pinvention parait étre Pidée
faite image sensible.

La morale elle-méme, qui a pour objet
le bien, comme les sciences ont pour objet
le vrai, est tributaire de Pimagination.
¢ L'imagination tient de plus pris quion
ne croit @ la morale; il ne faut pas
Poffenser,” a dit Mme de Staél qui le
savait par expérience. Llidée quon se
fait de la vie influe notablement sur la
conduite.  L'idéal se transforme en réel,
ici comme aillenrs.  Clest pourquoi tout
livre, tout journal qui fausse Pesprit, qui
corrompt le cceur, qui détrempe le ressort
de la volonté, qui pervertit la conscience
est dangercux a égal d'un malfaiteur
qui nous pousserait au vice et au crime.
Je me demande si ia loi ne devrait pas
le supprimer an nom -u salut public.

I1 est un dernier domaine ot Pimagi-
nation a joué¢ de tout temps un 1role
exceptionnel, cest celui de In religion.
Seit incompétence, soit crainte d’étre
mal compris, les philosophes n’y touchent
point d’ordinaive. Le sujet ne laisse
pas, en effet, d’étre délicat. Il est
certain néanmoing que le naturisme,
Panimisme, les mythologies sont de purs
produits de Pimagination. Pour Ies
1-)cnples non civilisés, le vent, les nuages,
la pluie, Ix foudre, le ciel brillant, le
soleil, In lune, les astres, Peau, la terre,
le feu, les arbres, les animanx, tout étre
animé, tout objet inerte est la demeure
desprits bons ou mauvais. Leur imagi-
nation enfaute des dieux sans nombre
soumis & un Dien supréme, arbitre du
sort des mortels. Les grands mythes
des HHindous dans les Védas, ceux de la
Gréce et de Rome, de la Scandinavie et
de Ia TPolynésie n'ont pas une origine
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différente.  Dans lignorance on Pon
était des lois de la nature et de Pexistence
d’un Dieu unigue, on divinisait tous les
phénomenes de Funivers et les héros qui
s'¢levaient au-dessus du reste des hommes.

De ce que Pimagination a élé, est
encore dans ce domaine une maitresse
Qerreur, faut-il Texclure complétement
de Ia religion chiétienne? Nous ne le
pensons pas. * La foi est la vive repré-
sentation des choses qu'on espire et
la démonstration de celles qu'on ne
voit point,” (I¢b. XI.) L’imagination
la rend vive, confiante et joyeuse. Au
lieu de sarréler A la terre et i la dissolu-
tion inévitable du corps, elle s'¢leve vers
les demeures célestes, en prend, pour
dinsi dire, possession, se voit au sein de
Dieun dans Véternelle félicité, oublie par
moments les mistres du monde 4 la
pensée du repos sans fin.  Un chrétien
sans imagination est fort & plaindre ; il
lni manque Jes ailes de la fol.

J’ai montré que Pimagination, dans le
sens le plus élevé de ce mot, est la

faculté¢ de réaliser Pidéel du beau, du
vrai ct du bien. Je n'ai rien dit de ses
emportements, de ses éearts, de ses abus,
sujet qui n'entre pas dans le plan que je
me suis tracé. Qu’on lise sur ce point
Malebranche et Ton reconnaitra sans
peine qu’il faut faire bonne garde autour
de “la folle du logis.” Il est beau
d’avoir des ailes et de planer au-dessus
des mistres de Pexistence; craignons
toutefois de nous perdre dans les unages
et puis de tomber dans la boue. ILa
distance est vite franchie. L'imagina-
tion est funeste quand elle porte & la
réverie incohérente plutot quida Paction
utile.  Qu'elle embellisse nos plus
humbles devoirs par un reflet d’idéal et
par la contemplation des choses d'en
haut, mais qu’elle ne nous rende pas
paresseux & nous employer pour autrui.
Quelle nous emporte dans un monde
enchanté, mais sans nous y retenin
Quelle fasse le charme de la vie, mais
pour nous en faire mieux goiiter les

oblications.
° . Coussirar.

- R

LE RACHAT DU CONDAMNIE.

D'ont viens-in ?>—Du pays de mistre et de
honte.

Quias-tu fait 2—Jxi péché, je me suis avili.

On vas-tu ?--Je gravis Ie sentier qui remonte.

Que veux-tu?—Du  travail.—Qu'espires-tu?
~L'oubii.

Crois-tu qu’il est un Dieu, pauvre dme encore
obscure?

Que ta bonté le prouve et j'y crowrai demain.

Crois-lu que le regret peut laver Ia souillure!

Je nen douterai plus, si tu me tends la main.

2t sauras-tu vouloir 2—Oui, pourve qu'on

m'éclaire.

Sauras-tumarcher?—0ui,sir,contre 'abandon.

Sauras-tn  lutter 2—Oui, si joltiecns mon
salaire.

Sauras-tu  souffrir 2—Oui, si cest pour Ie

pardon.
EuGENE MANUEL.

VICTOIRES.
Le mal ta subjugué Tu marches, sombre
esclave,
Derritre son char attaché.
Tu ne peax briser ton entrave . . .

Mais si tu crois en Dien tu vaincras le péehé.

La souffrance a plongé laiguillon de sa
flamme
Dans tes os brilés de chaleur.
Oh ! quelle angoisse ¢treint ton ame!t . .
Mais si tu crois oan Dien tu vaineras la
dowleur.

DEja le vent glacé qui pleure sur les tombes
Eteint Uéclat de ton flambean.
Dans quelle affrense nuit tu tombes !
Mais si tu crois en Dien tu vaincras le
tombeau.
RaxMOND FEVRIER.
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STUDENT LIFE.

The session of 9495 is drawing to a
close. The end is even now in sight.
The next issue of the “ Journal” will
probably not be in the reader’s hands
until some forty-five or more theologues
arce enabled to answer the prevalent
query, “IWhere are you going for the
sunmmer 27 We are living just now be-
neath the shadow of coming events.
For the must of us there is the sober
confessien, “IWe have left undone things
which wa cught {0 have done. and done
whiat we cught not 1o have done, and
the prospect for spring exams is not
enrcowraging”  Strange how onc's sins
of omission and commission rise hefore
him at such time. Bach day adds its
fresh burden of lectures to the load, and
the ordestl is every day a little neaver.

We are pleased to have Mr. Dseronian
with us again after his recent illness.
The severity of this northern climale
affected our fellow-student’s health, and
for some time he was an inmate of the
Cictoria Hospital. In his enforced rest
AMr. Dseronian had the sympathy of his
many fricnds, who join with him in the
hope that he may be able to complete
his course here. and afterwards do mis-
sionary work in his native Persia.

We acknowledge the invitation of the
students of the TUniversity of New
Brunswick 1o be represented at their re-
cont conversazione. At the same time
expressing our regrets that  circum-
stances rendered its acceptance impos-
sible.

It was said that the movements of

on¢ of the tall men belonging 10 the
tribe of the Macs, were getting mys
terious. His room-mate’s admonitions
and adviee were being alike disregard-
ed. his evening walks abhways took the
same direction. It was in vain that the
dust-covered volumes between  whose
covers knowledge was supposed to lie,
silemly protested their negleet. It re
mained to the professor whose depart-
ment embraces the .aure practical du-
ties of the ministry, to clear away the
mystery. The teacher and student aceci
dentally met one evening in a certain
parlor, and the salutation was in this
wise. “ Are vou making pastoral calls
this evening, Mr. MacG. 2

The stair that leads to the West Wing
is narrow and winding, and the light in
that part of the building quite dull. In-
vading orces usually find the passige
through the straits diflicult of access.
And it happened that on the special
oceasion of which I write that the belli-
gerent spirit of Th—p—n was yoused.
Posted in the narrow passage and
armed with a broom, he defied all-
comers, while his allies were making
the atmosphicre decidedly damp. YWhen
suddenly all woke up to the fact that
they were holding at bay a representa-
live of the powers that be. There was
L complete swirender on the part of the
defenders when they were requested
“to stop their playing.” .

The thanks of the “Journal ” staff are
due to Mr. Drysdale for his generous
gift of stationery stamped with the col-
lege coat of arms.
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The following is dedieated to those
whom it may concern. The crop of
poets about college this winter is a wood
Cdeal in excess of the demand. We hear
much and choose little. We offer our
readers the following, to e taken at
strictly its face value.

The Muss Mecting and the Conversal.

It was in the month of Janus,

Time of snow and frosty weather,

While the Brooklyn riots lasted

And the air was filed with rumors.

Of the coming of clections.

That “neath shadows of Mount Iloyal,

In the Treshyterian College.

That the students met together.

Sat in conclave speaking. thinking,

Was it wise to have or have not

A night of zay and festive splendor,

That is known in college circles as &
Conversationc.

In the plagce of honor scated.

From whenee oft had been correctcead

All the schisms and the heresics.

Sac the President. iroubled. thought-
ful,

Then a hush that quelled the noisy,

Awed to silence the most hoisterous.

Settled over ilie assembly,

Then arose * the justice.”™ calinly,

To present with force and clearness.

And acutencss o acumen.

Thoughts, and claims, and considerat-
tions

That should intluence the mecting,

For to holl the Conversizionc.

Quite imposing wasx the Justice,

Aund with legal forms familiar, °

To the zlory of Ontario.

To the sudaess of the President,

After him came 2 down-caster,

Yery powerfu) in logic, very canuy in
finances, .

Spake with vim agminst the motion.

Whereupon there was excitement and
the clamo=ng of voices.

And the toues of him of Glcicoe
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Rose in protest *gainst the motion,

Spoke of debis and large deficits,

Things not pleasant for to dwell on.

Rose another thien, who pleaded

For the treasury of the temple,

Which this winter was depieted.

And anon there spake b sage one.

Who remembered all the misery,

And the poor of the great cities.

Scurcely was he finished speaking.,

When 2 class-sn:te rose heside him,

Strong of throat, and strong in Serip-
ture,

And deliverance made in this wise.

* Always ye the poor have with you,

Bat the graduates not alhways.””

Very cever were the specehes.

AMany were the re cons given.

Yery frequent points of order,

Till the chairman, somewhat mitled,

Frequent cried out, “Is that rizht,
hoys ¥ ™

Thus appealing io his adviser,

In all matters swrictly lezal.

Eizhieen for and nineteen contra,

Swood the poll when all was ended,

Al the studenis al! departed.

No the Conversat was buricd,

With the roses of last summer,

Neverstl feet below the suow-dritts,

On the cevening of Fel. 12th. My and
M=, David Morrice #ave an *“ag home.”
to the members of faculty and students
of thisz collee. An enjoyable cvening
was spent by all whoe were present. aud
we  retain grateful memories of the
Kindness of Mr. and JMry. Morrice.

On the stme evening the Rev. D
Smyth and  wife mive a0 reeeption i
the lecture room of Calvin Church. it
being  the twenty-fifth  anniversary of
their mariage.  Prof. Scerimger was
ameny the speakers of the oceasion. and
the students of this college whe are con-
nected with the congregzation. chiose the
opporlimity to make a presentation 1o
Dr. and Mrs. Smyth as a small token
of the csteem in which they rezard
them.

The Bishop of the West Wing is puie
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lic-spirited, but withal somewhat ox-
pensive in his habits. He introduced a
new messenger service reeently, but the
tariff rates are excessive. You can send
Your message to any part of the city for
a dime, and a small consideration in
fruit—if you only intrust it to the right
messenger.

The wwo aliies were ambushed for
their victim. From the door of the read-
ing room 2 timid freshman cast despatir-
ing glances at their elevated post, real-
izing that his retreat was cut off, and
between his present place and where
he hoped 1o be, he had 10 pass along a
watery way. The intense interest of
IX— in his vicdm was only cqualled by
the veady way in which he directed tie
professor. who in quest of I.°x room, had
stumbled on his place of :unbush, = Just
two doors 10 the viz. .. Doctor!™

The elections for the * Journal @ staff
and the offices of the Liierary Society.
are on. Much of the xuccess of student
orgzanizaitions depend on those who will
be cliosen. lence the necessity of plac-
ing zood men in the pliaces of responsi-
bility. The interest tuken at this time
promises well for the faiure. We hope
that the next issuc of he ~ Jowrnal™
may revenl a choice of the hest aviail-
able men in the institution.

It ix not often that se many climates
exist in a limited avext like that enclosed
within the college walls.  During the
past month we have had all dexrees
from torrid to frigid. thouzh usually the
intter.  This is not only very anneying,
but alse atiended by some troublesome
consequences to more than one whom
we mizht mention. All 1his might be
aveided if ihe genius who presides over
the Turnaces remained awake during his
hours of duty.

The display of interest in the afurs
of i Missionary Socicty this spring,
is most commendable. We helieve it 10
represent at thorenzh sincerity of pur-
pose. and hiope it may goow and con-
tinue. Stdents will uot forgast that the
new wark in which we have cmbarked
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implies great personal responsibility.
Our friends outside will be informed of
its nature in due time, and we feel that
it will commend itself to their sympathy
and support.

Sayings and Dyings ahont College -—

Confounded their identity :—

Familia~ student, meeting what looked
like his fellows, while walking—

“Good night, boys!™

leverend doctor, in amazement—

“Good cvening, sie?”

Professor
Cana,—

“The amount of wine almost stazsers
us.”?

Man of the world from 2t hack seat.—
(sot10 voce),

* Usual effeet of the wine.”

lecturing  on  miracle at

Senior student. half-an-hour after an
*“at lome * has broken ug. realizing that
things are not as they should he :—

“IExams and license !

Must I remember 2 Why  should she
hang on him,

AN inerease of affecton had grown
3 owhat it <iw s And yet. within a
montih,—

Let me not think on'u : Fratiby thy nmune
is wonutn !

Critic. pronouncing on . chkiss homily.

“Tie reader’s face had a funeral as-
peet.”

'rofessor—* Ilow could it be other-
wise when the grave-dizgzers were be-
fore him.™”

Sweet Ist year Donalda at Tniversity
Conversat. is deceived by apjearances.

=T suppose you helong ta our zlarious
year”

2nd year theolozuie who has just heen
introduced.

“YVery  sorry.
roars awo.”

but I graduated two
. T MURRAY.

Treshyterian College.
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REPORTER'S FOLIO.

Philosophical and Literary Socicly =—

The sccond regular meeting of this
society was held on Friday evening, 1st
of ¥c¢b.,, the President in the chairn
After preliminary  exercises the secre-
tary read a lengthy  communication
from Mr. Cleland, in which he compiain-
c¢d of the enforcement of the regulation
rezarding the compulsory attendance of
intending competitors. After some dis-
cussion, Mr. J. 8 Gordon moved that a
speeial meeting of the society Le held
on Saturday merning, Feb. 9th ; this
motion was carricd. The same gende-
uin Emwve nolice of motion to change
the time appointed for the competition
10 the end of the session, for thus the
diflicully would be satisfactorily re-
moved. Mr. J. . McInnis zave notice
of motion respecting that clause in the
constitution  touching  the =system  of
clecting the oflicers of e =ocicty. .
T. A. Sadler then brought ferward the
Tesolution of which he mave notice at
the previous mecting. relating o the
appointment of judzes for the French
competition.

The progrmmme was then proceed-
ed with. It proved 0 be one of
peculiar interest, partly beeanse of the
hizlhh charicter of the music and ree
cititions. but specially bhecawse of the
fact that the majority of those faking
part in it were juniors The finst num-
Twer was 2 recitation by Mr. ¢ Houghe-
ton. entitled *The Seldicr's Contlict at
Wiaterloe™ and  the hearty  applase
avhiich he reccived  atested to the
merits of the recitation and the excele
Iency of its remdering Mro T G. Ste-
phiens. our popular soloist. next favoered
e =acicty with one of hix favorite na-
tional aims.  Mr. N. Do Keith sulided
zreatdy to the interest aud pleasure of
1hie mceting, by Fiving a scelection from
Simkespeare.  Then  foliowed  the  de-

bate, whose subject was, “ Resolved that
the Pulpit wields a greater influence for
good than the Platform.”

Mr. J. J. T. Gourlay in an eloquent
address opened the discussion, and cla-
borately traced the influence of the pul-
pit from its carlicst history down to the
present day, clearly setting forth the
very important part that it has played
in bringing about many of the preatest
moral reforms of the world. Ile was
followed by Mr. Houghion, upon whom,
in the absence of his colleague Mr. Tay-
lor, who was called away from the
meeting by pressing business, the task
and honor of upholding the intiuence of
the Platform rested. This he succeeded
in doing in . manner that would have
done credit to st much more expericnced
loxician. M. J. IR Thompson in a1 neat
speech, closed the discussion. The critic
for the cvenjug, Mr. IN W. Gilmour,
gave U brief summary and criticisin of
the progmtme.

The third rezular meeting of this so-
ciety was held on Friday. 22nd of Feb.

The President occupied the ehair. After
the opening  exercises, the business,

which was of a1 peculiarly interesting
and important charieter. wis procevded
with, The first item was the notion of
which potice was ziven a a previous
mecting. touching by-law number three,
section three. dealing with the clectdon
of oflicers for the socicty. In the ab-
sence of M. Miller who :mive notice of
the moton, M. I Murrsy hrought in
the smendment. which was  carried.
Alr. Anzus Gralian presented 2 very
full sind clear statement of the financial
condition of our College Journal; it
was highly swdsfactory to the sacicly,
and refleets eredit upon the ireaserer
and ikose associated with him.  Jfesses.
J. & Gordou and J. C. Stewart were ap-
pointed auditors of the “Journal™ ac-
counts for the present year.



REPORTERS FOLIO.

Nominations for the “Journal” staff
for session of 1893-9G, were then pro-
ceeded with., The following are the
names of those nominated :—For Iditor-
in-chief ; Mr. N. D. Keith and 3Mr. G. D.
Ireland ; Associate Editors, Messrs. M-
jor Maclntosh, 1I. 1. Murray, A. Mae-
Callum, G. Gilmore, J. M. Wallace and
G. Weir. French Editors, Messrs.
Trandt and Curdy. Corresponding Edi-
tor, Mr. 1. A. Sadler. Local 1iditor,
Messrs. I G. Stephens, S, D. Jamieson

and H. Younyg  Reporting  Editor.
Messrs. D. D. Miller and AL MacGregor.
Business Manager and  Freasurer,

Messrs. W, Bremner ard G. Weir. As-
sociate Business Mamagers, Messrs. S.
D. Jamieson, J. M. Walkice and J. Er-
vine.

Then followed nominations for officers
of the Literary Society, with the follow-
ing result :—For President, Messrs. J. X
Gordon and . A. Sadler. 1st Viee-Pre-
sident, Messrs. E. I Brandt and J. E.
Memanceon. 2nd  Viee-President, 3. .
C. Stewart. Rece. Sec, Messts. Coburn.
1I. Young and M. J. Leith. Cor. Scc.,
Messts. 1o Ervine, J. Lindsay and WL
Turner. Treasurer. Messrs. 11 G. Cro-
zier and G. A. Woodside., Scee. of Con.,
Mr. S Younz,  Councillors,  Messms
AKitt. Wair, Pocock. MacGregor, Robert-
son. Thompson and McGerrigle.

Air. W C. Suthierkaud mive s natice of
metion. after which the eeting ul-
Jounrued.

Jissioaary Socicly :—

The third rezular mecting of this so-
cicty was held on Friday evening, Feb,
Sth, the President in the cimir. After
the preliminary  exercises and  reading
of the minutes, Mr. AL Graham reported
in hehalf of Mr. Ireland aud himself,
that thex haed waited on the Preshytery
of Montreal vezarding Si. Jean Raptiste
Migxion. and  that  their  propesition
was favorably received, the Preshytery
aureecins o secept the Mission on the
Ist of Agpril, provided §t is free of deht
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at that time. My, AL MacViear also re-
ported that he had laid the nnutter of
the organization of the Mission and ovdi-
mation of Mr. Charles before the res-
bytery. The reports were both received.

M I Abram then favored the so-
ciety with a solo in Frenceh, after which
My JL Gl Stephens gave an interesting
address upon Wales.

AMr. I. Co Stewe st then gave a lengthy
report of the Intercolleginte Missionary
Convention, held a2t Belleville in Novem-
ber. After Mr. Stewart's address. the
few items of husiness were disposced of.
It was moved by Mr. Murnmy, sceonded
by Mr. I'atterson, that it commitiee be
appointed to canvass the stidents to
ascertiin bow much ¢iach student would
subseribe towards  the Missiomany  So-
ciely for the coming yeur, and also to
et an estinitie of how mucelr the stu-
dents would  promise to mise in the
summer. Messrs. Keitn, Patterson, Mur-
ray sund Sadler were appeinted for this
work.

M Irelimd moved, and My, Sadler
secondel. that certastin ficlds e recom-
mended o the sociely, and  that e
Maoderasitors of these be communicated
with., Mr. I M. Wallace was appointed
it delezate to the Missionary  Allisce
instend of Mr J. S0 Gorden, whe will
grmduate before the Alinncee wmeets in
this city in I Qre AL MeGrezor ve-
ported concconing the finanees of the
socieiy. which showed them w e in a
healihy state.

A spectal mecting of this socivty was
Leld on Tuesday cvening. Feb, i, at
which the report of the commitive ap-
peinted to get a financial estimste was
considered.  Certatin recommendatious
aof the Excentive Commitley were als
arefully discussed.

In our next issue we shall zive
whort tccount of the conclusions wwrrived
at.

GLO. \WELL

Presbyrterian College.
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. OUR GRADUATES.

Knox Church, Perth, celebrated its
fiftieth anniversary on  Sunday and
Monday, 10th and 11th of IFebruary.
The Rev. D. Currie, B.D., was assisted
by the RRev. Prof. Ross, of our colleye,
who took the morning service, and the
Rev. W, L. Herridge, of St. Andrew's
Church. Ottawa, the afternoon and
evening. It was a day of great things
for Perth.

The Rev. J. E. Charles, one of last
year's class, has been ordained 1o
French work, within the bounds of the
Glengarry Presbytery.

The Rev. J. Anderson, B.D., who took
a trip West some time ago for his
hiealth. is now in charge of the Presby-
terian Church at Monrovia, California.

On Feb. 3rd. the Rev. D. Guthrie,
B.AL of Walkerton, 9Out., preached to
Lirge and appreciative audiences. both
morning and cvening. in Guthrie Churceh,
Harriston.

The Rev. G C. Pidgeon, B.A., paid us
 visit Lately. he swas in the best of
spirits. indeed this is always true of
Mr. Pidgeon. We are pleased {o state
that, hix work at Montreal West is in a
prosperous condition.

At Lancaster. Jan. 28th, the Reve N,
AL Macleod, TLAL DL of Woolands,
preacived the sermon at the induction
of the Rev. Archibald Gruham. I3\

The Rev. B0 Al MacKeazie, B\, is
amin doing ood work for our mis-
sionsuy Society. The Sabbatheschools
of his congrezations have sent 2 huse
number of presents for the children of
e Nt Jean Baptiste Mission, also 2t
Iarze oollection for the support of the
mission. Mr. MacKenzie's work simong
e Youny is N very encouraging one.
The attenditnee at one of the schools is
about three hundred, whilst the other
point has nearly as many.  Surely there
are good prospects for hix congreition.

One of our Fruduates. quite recently
inducted 1o the charge of u prominent
congregation at no Zreat distince from

Montreal, was called into the house of
a brother of another denomination. It
wils a4 case of distress, viz.:—To do the

all-important for a young couple. The
wife of the absent brother mave the

hook of forms to our friend, and just
lere the fun began, Ifaving read for
some time, he asked, “ Is that enough”
but heing assured that his tagk was not
complete, e went on, but shortly after
asked, “are they nebrried yet *” Be-
ing told they were not. he again pro-
ceeded, and finally being at his wits'end
and out of patience, he said. * You can
o now,” and concluded .i¢ service.
The young groom pitid his fee and went
Iis way. It is not often that the min-
ister takes sueh an event o to heart. I
should explain. he is 2 bachelor. But
J. DMMeC. will not be so much longer.

The Rev. G. Charles. B.A., B.Se.,
whose resignation the Mlissionary  So-
ciety received a short time ago. has ax-
cepted a call to Tarentum, Penn. Since
01, Mr. Charles has libored as our mis-
sionary in the St. Jean Baptiste Mission.
A great improvement has taken place
in the work in his time, and steps are
now heing taken to ormmize it into 2
congregsttion, and it swill in future he
under the French Beard. The Mission
is a properiy of considerable vaiue o
our Church, being worth sthout $6.000.
We hope that Mr. Charvles will be as
successful in winning the osteem of the
people in hix new field as he ias heen
in St Jean Baptiste. On {he 25th of
FFebruary he is to start for his new
scene of Iabor.  As he is widely known
amen s, we will always be pleased to
hear of his succeess.

The Rev. Walter Russell, B we are
sorry to  hear, is likely o withdmw
Trom the Presbhyteriam Chureh in Can-
adat, and unite with the Chureh in the
United States. We would rather that
he should remutin with us, as his ser-
vices are much required by the Church.
However, others will be raised up to
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take the work he has so successfully
begun in many districts surroundiung
Montreal. Mr. Russell has done a good
work in many of our country mission
ficlds. where he has been used to help
God's people to a higher experience of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and has

been used in the conversion of Iarge
numbers.  Aboutr a month ago he as-

sisted the RRev. W. D. 1teid, B.A., B.D.,
of Point St. Charles. in evangelistic ser-
vices which were instrumental in bring-
ing in a number of younyg people and
quickening the 1ife of the whole congre-
sation ; thirty-seven new menbers were
added 10 the church. We would like to
mention another work largely begun by
him. viz.:—that in the congregation
where the Rev. Andrew Russell is now
laboring. To attest the work done, we
state the following:—Four yeurs ago
this charge was only a mission ; last
year $1.200 were raised for missionary
purposes, while the total amount for all
purposes amounted io over $2.200. This
is one of the scetions of the country
that has been most influenced by him,
and in the near future his inflnence will
be felt 10 2 greater exieni throughout
our provinee than it is to«day. Such
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man of zeal and earnestness is needed
in our Missions in the North-West where
he may find scope for the exercise of all
his cnergies.

In a “Presbyterian Review ™ of Jan-
wiry, we sitw an account of one of the
oldest and most succeessful  congrega-
tions in the P’resbyterian (Church in
Canadit. vViz.. Xnox Church, Embro, Ont.
In conncction with this churelh one of
our graduates, the Rev, G. Munro, DA,
Iabored for cighteen years with great
suecess.  As a tribufe 1o My, Munro, we
mention  the work that he has done
among the young nien of his congregmi-
tion : during his ministry, as many as
seven or cight have taken a course in
the Presbyierian College. Montreal, as
well as many others who have studied
in other Awmerican and Canadian col-
Jomes, The Sutherlands. Mackays and
Stewarts are stmong  those whe have
studied and are studying in Montreal.
Mr. Munro is now scttled at IHarrision,
where we trust ie will he still useful in
e Master's service, and that he will
continue w0 furnish our Alma Maler
with men.

A, MACGREGOR.

Presbyterian College.

Small service is true service while it
lasis,
Of friends,
not ong.
The daisy by the shadow {hat it casts,
Protects the lingering dew-drop from
the suun.

however

humble, spurn -

—\Vordsworth.
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OUR EXCHANGES.

The lask of reviewing periodicals be-
comes laborious in these closing weeks
of ihe college term. And there is &
reason for it, especially so far as it re
fors to college papers. The writers on
their respective stafls are becoming con-
cerned@ about reviews of another kind,
and the final inspection is not far off.
Phere is great pluck in sume-of our ex-
changes. They continue to exercise
their right of fearless criticism, cven
when the “powers that be” are cob-
cerned. In a wellknown Canadian city
unfortunate circumstances have led 1o
trouble in college circles. The classes
of n certain university have been sus-
pended, and the students gone on “a
strike.” but our old friend * Varsity”
is still {o the foxe, and means to keep
there so far as appearances are to be
judged.

+ Qome observations on thé Great
North-West” is the title of an article
by Adam Short, in a recent issue of
“ Queen's Quarterly.” It is a review of
the resources of that country, and of
natural causes that may influence its
prosperity.  W. D. Le Scur writes in
the same number, on “ Problems of Gov-
ernment in Canada.”™  The artice is
wortiy of . vreader's attention and
thought.

“he Prinity Thiversity Review,” for
January, is at hand. 1t is well worthy
of perusal, and contains much that is
interesting.  Its ** College Chronicle ™ is
racily written, and scems to cover the
sphere of college life very well.  Book
reviews occupy i good deal of spuace in
this nunber.

“Phe Converted Citholic™ is publish-
ed by the Rev. Jas. O'Comnnor, of the
Reformed Catholie Mission, New York.
Mr. O’Comnor+has been instrumental in
bringing many Romanists info the light
of truth, and we have a record of the
progress of the work in this magazine.
The February number has an article
entitled * Rome and the Strikes.”” which

is interesting in connecction with the re-
cent Brooklyn riots. The cditorials are
trenchant and powerful.

Another of the same kind is “ The
Primitive Catholic,” of Brooklyn, N.Y.
It maintains that Roman Catholic in-
fluencees are working for political cnds
aud in the United States are undermin-
ing the foundations of republican free-
dom. It fearlessly assails the encemy.
It is interesting to remember that its
Iate editor, the Ilev. E. I Walsh, for-
merly a Trappist monk, on one occasion
addressed the students in the Dining
Hall of our college.

“The Presbyterian Review,” of To-
ronto, has reached us regularly during
the present winter. Its news are care-
fuliy gleancd from the <wide field of our
Churelr's work. In the issue of Feb.
Lith, Dr. Robertson has an open letter
to this year's graduates, on the claims
of the Western field. The * Canadian
Tulpit” is now a recognized feature of
our exchiuge, and every wecek there is
i sermon by some leading divine.

A number of Awerican Churceh papers
come regularly 1o our reading room. A
generous friend of our college. who is
i resident of this city. has for some
years pliaced the * New York Observer ™
on our table. This paper needs 1no com-
mendation.  During its long history it
has combined the Lest features of news-
paper and religious weekly. 1t is ap-
preciated wherever it goes.

We also have before us  The Presby-
terian,” published in Philadelphia, U.S.
This is an ideal of religious weceklies,
and presents much intelligence of the
doings of American Presbyterianism, as
well as of clear, forcible articles on the
current problems of our day. 1f one
would be posted he must read U good
newspaper, and a theological student
will find few better ones in his depart-
ment than this our American exchange.

I T MURRAY.

Presbyterian College.
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JE ditorials.

Rules of Procedure :—

“Let all things be done decently and
in order,” was the injunction given by
the Apostle to his Corinthian converts ;
and that such decency and orderliness
is essential to the very existence of or-
ganized societies,. no matter of, what de-
seription, is almost too trite a remark
to be made. From the great pazlinmen-
tary bodies whichh govern our land,
down to the pettiest of clubs, all have
their constitutivns and their iuies of
procedure. We, as 2 body of students,
have always sought to encourage order-
Iy and systematic methods, and so our
college societies form no exception to the
above rule.

The by-laws laid down in the consti-
tutions of our several societies are as
clese an  imitation of parlinmentary
rules and principles as the cases will
allow ; and it certainly cannot be de-
nied that such a plan is attended with
net a few advantages. The method of
nominating  candidates for oflice and
voting 1y them Ly ballot gives, to the
societie’, themselves, an unmisiakable
business-like tone, and to all their indi-
vidual members, a chance of heaving
the honors and responsibilities of @«
scmi-public life.

But while such a method is attended
with a great number of advantages, we,
at the same time, cannot shut our cves
to the fact that its cmployment is apt
to hie accomy anied also with some of
the cevils of the prototype on which it is
formed : and onc of these, and by no
means the least objectionable. is the on-
gendering of o party  spivit. sueh a
spirit as ought not to exist in socicties
like our own.

We desire, however, not to be misun-
dcrstood here. We do not =ay that this
is the nccessary result of the introduc-

tion of parlinmentary methods, or that
parties are unmitigated evils, and that
we could get along withort them. We
are not disciples of Mr. Goldwin Smith,
nor do we believe in his doctrines, but
we firmly maintain that a sharp line
of distinction can be drawn, und ought
to be drawn, Letween parties and party-
ism. We believe that the one can exist
without the other. The rules of parlia-
mentiary procedure can be carried out
without the employment of any of its
“schemes ™ and ** dodges,” and the clee-
tion of candidates to the oflices of our
college socicties ought to be, and in the
great majority of instances are, so car-
ried on. What we would wish w0 sce,
however, is a spirit of more open-heart-
cd genevosity and goodwill in our ciee-
tions. We would remind our fellow-stu-
dents and ourselves, that there are
greater causes to be advocated and
more desirable ends 1o be atwnined than
those represented by our college socie-
ties. The unity and brotherhood of our
college are of far more importance fhan
all its socicties and all its organs ; and
c¢very student should see to it that no
rule of procedure shall in any way tend
to mar them. I parties and clections
tend in the slightest degree to sever the
strong bond of union which does exist,
and ought 10 exist, among us as college
studenty, we would say then away with
such methods, and away with such
rules ; and if the doing away with such
methods and rules means the dissolu-
tion of our socicties and organs. we do
not hesitate in saying, then away with
the socicties and away with the organs.

Adttending Prayer Meetings :—

Prayer meetings are not as well at
tended as they should be. What is the
cause, and what is the cure ? The chicf
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cause is a lack of devotional spirit, and
the cure is the cultivation of it. IFor
lack of devotional spirit some students
stand talking in the corridors while the
college prayer meeting is going on. It
will be & wonder if they have a prayer
meeting in their mission fields. Per-
haps the burden of responsibility or
the tyranny of use and wont will im-
pose on them the necessity of attending
4 weekly prayer meeting there.  Stu-
dents who manifest an indifference to-
wards prayer meetings throughout their
college course, will need to experience
some wonderful change after gradui-
tion, before their own prayer meetings
become i source of spiritual joy to their
people. or i pleasant part of their pas-
toral duties.

Let us glance into the future of one
who takes an exemption from prayer
meetings throughout his college course.
Five minutes before starting out to his
prayer meeting, he asks his  wife,
“xvhere is the Sunday-school lesson for
next Sunday 27 A hasty glance is all
the prepaviation for a service of which
the address is regarded by preacher and
people s thie most important part. Ile
and his wife silenily walk 1o the
church. Their children stay at home or
vo to the skating rink. The minister is
silent Decanse he is thinking of what
hie is to say at the mecting. His wife
is silent because she knows ihat he is
always uncompanionable when going to
rayer nmecting. At the meeting, onc
or two besides himself may lead in
prayer. or they may decline to make
1his innovation. The smallness of the
atiendance and the holding of the meoet-
ing in 1the hasement of the church, the
absence of the organist and the decided-
Iv inferior quality of the singing, re-
mind one ihat ihis is not the popular
Rev, Mr. Sloper's Sunday serviee. The
chief distinguishing feature of it is that
Lix  prayer meeting  address is not
worthy 1o bhe compared to hix Sunday
sermons.  When he has to be away from
Tome on Wednesday night. he finds it
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as hard to get onc of his session to take
the meeting, as once it used to be to
et him to take his turn in leading the
college prayer meecting.

In our Sabbath morning prayer meet-
ing, one of our professors always gives
us an earnest practical address, relating
to our work, and dealing with the trials
and temptations whichk ave peculiar to
our circumstances. The Scripture is
read, psalms and hymns are sung, and
several studenis lead in prayer. Our
Thursday cevening meeting is entirely
devotional.  Prayers and praises rise,
and the Word of God is read without
comment. It is wonderful how intzrest-
ing and heart-warming sueh a meeting
may become.  One Thursday cvening
we were hastening to our room. Our
Greek exegesis lay on our table wwait-
ing compleiion. A half-finished letter
tempted us to “slope” prayers. Some-
one slipped his arm around ours in a
brotherly way, and said, “Come to
prayer meeting.” We yielded, and gain-
cd more than we lost.

If “the prayer mecting is the ther-
mometer of the Church,” ours must be
an indicator of our spiritaal warmih,
The near approiach of examimiions is
2 poor cexcuse for letting the tempera-
ture sink almost 1o the freezing point
If * the prayer meeting is the pulse of
the Chureh,” let us see 1o our health.
Surely our spiritual life neceds to Dbe
vigorous when we are on the cve of
taking 2 mission field for {he summer,
or of leaving these halls of training and
spiritual privilege to enter upon our life
work.

The healing of the widespread evil of
seglecting prayer meet*ngs should DLe-
«in in the schools of the prophets.

Sabbath Observance :—

A healthy sign of the times is the at-
{ention being given in some quarters 1o
the better observinee of the Sabhath.
Church courts and other assemblies have
bheen aclively wmoving in this direction,
wlich is indeed il of hope and pro-
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mise for the future. But our purposc
here is to draw the attention of our
readers to the fact that many in this
community, without the aid of any or-
ganization, can help this good work.
e believe that the vending of and re-
ceiving in the homes of milk, the run-
ning of Sunday street cars and other
practises in this city, are not in accord
with the spirit of the fourth command-
ment ; cannot, if properly looked into,
be excused on the plea of necessity ; and
the purposce of this editorial is to ask
those wnder whose attention it falls, to
honestly ask themselves before God
where they stand. Can they not chang
their mode of living so that they need
not break this commandment in these
respects.

We believe that if professing Chris-
tian people would take their Sabbath
milk from their vendors on Saturday,
they would place these men in a posi-
tion that they would not have to deliver
on Sundays. One Sabbath morning onc
of the students of this college was tak-
ing an carly walk. and he came across
a milkman delivering at the door of
leading ccclesiast ; he liked the look of
the young fellow who was delivering,
and le struck up an acquaintance bY
asking for a drive with him, and in the
course of the conversiation he learned
that if the people were but willing. he
could and would like io zive them their
Sunday’s milk on Saturday. We think
we are fair in extending this condition
of affairs over a large circle, that more
than this young fellow would like to be
freed from Sunday delivery. And the
Christian people of this city can do
nm:uch 1o help this by taking. at any rate
in the winter months, their supply for
Sunday, on Satarday. In fact, we think
that if they wished to live up to the
fourth commandment, they would re-
fuse to allow a milkman’s rig to stand
before their door on Sunday. They
would make circumstances so that their
milkman as well as themselves would
have the advantages of Sunday rest

On the matter of Sunday cars we hold
a similar opinion. If Christian people
refused to ride in them, even though it
cost them an effort—and what is their
Chrisganity worth if they can't deny
themselves on its behalf 2—then we be-
lieve the ear companies would find that
Sabbath breaking did not pay them, and
they would stop running. But even if
the withdrawal by the Christian public
of their patronage -“«1 not stop the
running of the cars, yet Christian people
have no right 1o be participators in
what makes other men work. Christian
people should abstain from patronage
of Sunday cars so as to give the em-
Moyees  their day of rest, and God
knows, from all we gce of iheir long
day’s labor through the week. they need
it.  Can Christian people profess that
they are serving God and discharging
their duties as their brothers™ keepers
whilst they make milk-deliverers and
street car employees work as they do
on Sabbath ?

One of 1he moest agreeable sights 10
a Sabbath-Keeper here in Montreal, is
to meet the people of Cote St Antoine
making their way to chureh, and to see
how many of them. although coming in-
1o the heart of the city, walk all the
wiay. But it is sad to sce people from
that and all quarters of the town. dis-
embarking in the heart of the city in
lavge numbers from the cars to go to
the churches. Is the city so void of
churches in outlying parts, thag unless
they ride to church they can't attend
at all ?

But what is more important, cin
person who believes in the fourth com-
mandment, 2o to chiwreh with a zood
conscience and worship God honestly,
knowing that he has been the means
of making another,—cither hy making
him deliver milk or Tun a street ‘car—
lose his Sabbath's rvest.  When will
people be honest and sec that they are
in the wrong in this ? The grand prin-
ciple of our Christianity is that we are
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our brothers® Lkeepers, and if we make
utiny of them work on Sunday,—far,
talk of freedom as we please, that is
whiut we do,—are we living up to that
principle of being our brothers' keepers?
A few months ago the writer was mak-
ing a plea for Sabbath keeping with a
man who refused to attend {o what was
sitide on the plea that many Christians
were hypoerites upon this question. Ie
said that he attended a chureh where
the commandments were frequently
read, and yet there were many in that
congregation  whose  servants were
working for them every Sabbath while
they were at chureh. Ide was not right
in refusing to observe the Sabbath him-
self. but we do not wonder much at his
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bitterness of soul against those who pro-
fess to serve Christ, and who bweik this
fourth commandment so seriously by
making others work for them.

As we said at the start, it is a healthy
sign of our times that more atteniion
is being given to Sabbath observance,
and it bas been in the hope of encourag-
ing it that we write this. We know
that owing to the brevity. that this ar-
ticle required, we may have left our-
selves open to attack, but we believe
that in the main we are right, and that
Clristian people should recognize that
they ought not to require or ajlow others
to do for them on the Sabbath, what
can possibly be done without. We are
onr brothers’ keepers.

So here hath been dawning
Another blue day ;
Think, wilt thou let it
Slip uscless away ?

Out of cternity

Into cternitly

This new day is born;

At night doth retwrn.

—Thomas Carlyle.
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Messrs. Houghton, Mifllin & Company,
of the Riverside Press, Cambridge, have
sent to the “Journal™ a book that should
be in the hands not only of every stu-
dent, but of every young man. It is
Orison Swett Marden’s “ Pushing to the
Front,” an octavo volume of 416G pages,
and twenty-four portrait ilustrations.
After the manner of Smiles' “Self Help,”
it is yet o thoroughly original compila-
tion of notable instances in human bio-
graphy in which serious ditliculties have
been overcome, and great deeds have
been thought of. dared, and accomplish-
ed. Among its twenty-five chapters, all
worthy of perusal, I may draw atten-
tion to those headed * LChe man and the
opportunity,” “ An jron will,” Concen-
trated energy,” ¢ Character is power,”
“Yictory in defeat,” “Be brief,” and
“The army of the reserve.” Mr. Marden
wrote his book in the spare moments of
a bhusy life, but it shows no signs of
hasty or fragmentary composition. The
numerous historical illustrations, betok-
ening extensive reading and observition,
are carefully classified under striking
lay-sermon titles, and are linked to-
zether with vigorous and often cloquent
applications. There is stimulus to intel-
Iect. will, and character in every page,
which cannot fail to have a good effect
upon ihe reader. To young men diffident
of their powers, and there are such even
in our classes in this college, I would
cordially recomend “ Pushing to the
Front,” as a tonic. While enriched with
many American illustrations, it is a cos-
mopolitan book, and all Canadians will
appreciate its graceful references to our
heloved Queen. A more wholesome vol-
ume has not Leen published for many
years.  American shrewdness is in it
but the spirit of honor and true heroism
soars nver all

From 3Messrs. William C. Bryant &
Company, of Brookiyn, N.Y., comes Ed-
win Checkley’s “XNatural Jlethod of
Physical YLraining, Making Musele and
Reducing Flesh, without Dieting or Ap-
paratus,” a volume of 1SS pages and
many illustrations. It has been highly
recommended by the Ameriean and Bri-
tish press, and deservedly so. The first
principle of the book is to muke its
readers acquainted with their own phy-
sical frame, its muscles, joints, and spe-
cial organs. In a light and interesting,
yet scientific and practical manner, im-
portant lessons are taught as to breath-
ing, carriage, walking, running, and
climbing, all of which functions stu-
dents and their friends are called upon
to perform at times. “There are special
chapters for women and children, so ihat
the manual should be acceptable to the
Donaldas and in the manse or lay-home.
The peeulinr merit of Mr. Checkley’s
work is that it dispenses with artificial
helps, sueh as those ‘of the gymnasium,
and with dicting processes, at all times
irksome, and in many cases impractie-
able. By its means, everyone may be-
come his own teacher of calisthenics,
and those inclined to obesity may dis-
pense with the Banting treatment. Stu-
dents, as a rule, are not troubled with
the latter complaint.

Ministers. and sometimes student mis-
sionaries, often ask for a goad manual
of prepavatien for the Lord's Supper. I
have before me the best thing of the
kind, entitled “ Tho Master's Memorind,”
by the Rev. Professor Macadam, pub-
lished by Messrs. Drysdale & Co., and
which has attained a circulation of some
20,000 or more. It is commended in the
highest terms by such men as the late
Principal McKnight, and Principals Mac-
Viear, Grant, aud Caven, as well as by
eminent ministers, and the Presbxterian

-
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religious press of Britain and America.
1t says much for our Church that we
have in its ministry a biblical scholar so
wenial in style, devout in spirit, thorough
in Seripture induction, and of such clear
logieal method, as the author of this
manual. A great deal of scrious thought
and prayertul study must have been ex-
pended on “The Master's Memorial,”
which is admitted by unanimous verdict
1o be unsurpassed among cucharistic
helps. 1t deserves {o Le adopted as the
text-bock of the entire Church.

A DLrother-in-law of Professor Mac-
adam, is the Rev. Alexander Whyte,
D.D., of Free St. George's, Edinburgh,
which is the reason for bringing in at
this point his handsome SG-paged trea-
tise, entitled “Jacob Behmen, an Ap-
preciation,” published by Oliphant, An-
derson & Ferrier, of Edinburgh and Lon-
don. The mystie shoemaker of Goerlitz,
who died early in the sevenfcenth cen-
tury, was a marvellous man. His sub-
lime thoughts on the highest themes of
theelogy and  philosophy, which wwo
things, like parallel lines, meet when
carried to infinity, breathed out in his
many works. sometimes with painful re-
petition, live to-day in ihe minds of the
profoundest and devoutest ihinkers.
Such a thinker is Dr. Whyte, the worthy
suceessor of Principal Candlish, whose
rave hogpitality I enjoyed as a stucent.
How ftar Dr. Candlish would have re-
lished Behmen 1 do not know. He was
a many-sided man of large heart. but,
theologically, he was east in a narrower
mould than Chalmers, who is responsible
for much of the present enlargement of
religious vision in Scotland.  The con-
Iarred vision may not be able to take in
all the spiritual scenery of the Goerlitz
cobbler’s soul, but it is able to appre-
ciate the picturesque bits it seizes upon
here and there ; and, changing the fig-
ure, is strong cnough to Immst asunder
the swaddling bands of formal theology,
of which the father of modern mystics
wias made free. Dr. Whyte's book is
but a sketeh, yet just such a sketeh as
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ihe general religious reader desires to
possess, by an able and appreciative
hand, of one who spoke and wrote as
by inspiration of the lloly Ghost,

During odd moments, 1 have read the
Rev, John Watson's (1an Maclaren) ¢ Be-
side the Bonnie Briar Bush.” It is a
series of sketches of life in o coun-
try parvish, Drumtochty, in Perthshire.
There are seven ot these, of unequal
lengthe in the nineteen chapters of the
322-paged volume. The Scottish dialeet
is admirably sustained, the humor is
genuine and Kindly, yet subtle and un-
obtrusive, and there is much elevation
of thought in the conversations, and deli-
caey of touch in character drawing ; but
the chief characteristic of *T'he Ronnie
Briar Bush,” is its overwhelming pathos.
This Iatter quality is most prominent in
“A Lad o DPairts,” “The Transforma-
tion of Lachlan Campbell,” and “ A Doc-
{or of the Old School.” Lhe love of God
for man, and that same love shed abroad
in man’s heart, even in the midst of
much that :is harsh, narrow, and out-
witrdly uncouth, are the writer’s great
themes. In his book, the new theology
lives with the old. He discounticnances
the IHigher Criticism in the pulpit, and
righily ; but here is @& modern touch.
Kirsty Stewart tells the mother of the
dying scholar, that making idols of chil-
dren is provoking the Almighty. where-
upon the mother retorts :—

“Did ye say the Almichiy 2 I'm
thinkin® that's ower grand a name for
your God. Kirsty. What wud ye think
o' a faither that broeht hame some
bonnie thing frac the fair for ane o his
bairns, and, when ihe puir bairn wis
pleased wi' it, tore it oot o' his hand
and thg it in the fire ? Eh, woman,
e wud be a meeserable, cankered,
jealous body.  Kirsty. wumman. when
the Almichty sces a mither hound up in
lier laddie, 1 tell ye He is sair pleased
in His heaven, for mind ye¢ hoo e loved
His 2in Son. Besides. a’m judgin® that
nanc o' us cau love anither withgot lovin’
Him, or hurt anither withoot hurtin’
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Him.” ©That is the kind of new theology
the world wants, and really it is not
new, but old as the everlasting hills, it
men only had the common sense and
spiritual insight to accept it.

A little book with an individuality of
its own, is JMiss Alexia Apmes Vial's
“ Grim Truth.” Miss Vial is a Canadian
lady. and her neat, small quarto of 38
pages is published by Messes. Lovell &
Son. of Montreal. It is the humorous
account of an cpidemie that fell upon 2
Canadian town, which compelled people
of all ranks and conditions to speak 1o
one another the unvarnished, or as the
author calls it, the grim truth.  The
consequences of this involuntary truth-
fulness are in many cases disastrous, in

some  highly satisfactory. and in all
amusing. The writer's style is at times

a trifle “ staceato,” and there is abrupt-
ness in the finish of the sketeh, as if
matter had suddenly failed, but the little
Look denotes ability, and some degree
of literary culture and knowledge of hu-
man natuare.

The latest * Bulleting of the Socicte
A’ Ethnographie of Paris.™ contain much
information, but the chief items of in-
terest are a discourse on the Negro Race
by M. Benito Sylvain, of Haiti, and one
by M. G. Iloffe, on * Americin Archae-
ology.” The Marguis de Rosny is still
president of this well-known society, and
his introduction of M. Sylvain is as clo-
quent and instructive as are his usual
uttersinees. The January number of the
“ Queen’s Quarterly ” has some good
thoughts by Dr. Watson. in his continua-
tion of “ Dante and Mediaeval Thought.”
He speaks of “ the mediacval conception
of the untameable forces of Nature a8
manifestations of diabolic malice. The
outward phenomenon is apprehended
with absolute precision. but hehind it is
the agencey of the Evil WWill which is hos-
tile to man. Nor is this a solitary case:
there is not in * T:ante.” so far as I know,
any instance iz which the harsh or ter-
rible forces of nature are conceived as

divine.” Dante was a long way ahead
25
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of most moderns.  January's ‘ Cosmo-
politan ™ containg I, W. Bok's article
on “7The Young Man and the Chureh,”
in which he shews that young men will
o to church if they find spiritual food
in the pulpit. They won't o to hear the
prodigal son, nor ‘“ Be good ! nor ne-
gative sermons for men only, nor pew
thrashings from pulpit bullies whicl:
only stir up their fighting bleod. ‘They
will go to learn about God and 1iis re-
velation in Christ, about 1is way of
pueace, and the manly, honorable Chris-
tian life in Him; but wuant no ranrg,
twaddle, goody sweetstult, or pulpit im-
pertinence. I o minister has not com-
mon sense and courtesy, he should not
be in the pulpit at all, thinks Mr. Bok.
and others think so too. The ** Pall Mall
Magazine,” for the same moath, has Bret
Harte's “ Judgment of Bolinas I’ain,”
one of those strange western stories of
his, in which much of evil. that some
writers would hardly darve put on paper,
is combined with clements of goodness
and tenderness that attest the common
wrace vouchsafed to all of humanity in
sreater or less measure. It has been
Bret Harte's mission to make prominent
the light that shines in darkness. The
Iast two numbers of “ MceClure's Maga-

zine.”  present  articles by Professcr
Henry Drummond. on  the evangelist
Moody. As sketches of his life, work,

and methods. the articles are of much
interest.  Professor Drummondls appre-
ciition of Mr. Moody's character, grasp
of truth, and uscfulness. is generous in
the extreme. There must be very many
peints on which the two men cannot
think alike. and on some the Talker can
think with neither ; but he admires the
senerous spirit of a liberal minded man
towards one who. in his last Montreal
appearane, showed himsell decidedly
NAFrow. is hard ceven for good men
at times srbear from speaking to the
aallery, . ( had hoped that Mr. Moody
was among the last men to eater for ap-
plause from such a source.

My old friends of the Smithsonian In-
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stitution at Washington, have not de-
serted me. Three of their handsome vol-
umes, and two smaller treatises help to
fill my temporary book-shelves. One of
the latter, entitled ** An Ancient Quarry
in Indian erritory,” would delight Sir
William Dawson and Kindred souls. 1t
was discovered, and is desceribed by Mr.
W. I. Iolmes. Xe¢ found it on the
Peoria Reservation, adjacent to the State
of Missouri. A large number of abori-
sinal workshops were situated round
about the chert or flint quarry, similar
to the Furopean oncson the Somme, and
the abortive arrow-heads. spear-heads.
axes, hoes and scrapers found in the re-
fuse of the shops. are of the same nmature
as those of the Old World sites. Nodules
of flint casily lend themselves to the
art of the implement maker, so that
some  scientific investigators have not
scrupled to regard as mere natural pro-
ducts what others bave judged to be
the outcomo of hunmun activity. Strati-
ficd ymeiss, seamed with plutonic veins
of gramnite. constitutes the substratum of
my summer lhome, Liit on one of my
islands I have found a flint arrow-head
and @ hoe of bituminous shale, which
must have been brouzht there from
some southern region.

The Dbibliophite dearly loves a2 eata-
logue.  Quatritch and David Nutt, of
London ; Kochler and Hiersemann, of
Leipziz ; Dufosse, of Paris. and other
nld book men of Edinburgh, Liverpool,
Berlin, Vienuna and Turin, send me their
most interesting lists of volumes. rang-
ing from a mark or a friane, up to 2
thousand pounds ; but the other day I
received from the Government Printing
Office a1t Washington, a rarer document.
entitled = List of the Publications of the
RBurcau of IEthnology. with Index to Au-
thors and Subjects, by F. W. Hodge™”
Very seldom do the hooks mentioned in
this catalogue find their way into the
old book shops.  Impecunious and un-
literry members of Congress sell them,
and. when the libraries of the more
learned are dispersed, they get abroad,
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but, so far as my reading of second-hand
satalogues goes, in small numbers. Ile
should be happy, therefore, whom the
Bureau reckons amony its exchanges.
There are 742 folio pages, 42 plates,
and 344 woodcuts in the * Annual Re-
port of the Bureau for 1$90-91, which is
just published. ‘The large volume con-
tains but onc¢ monograph, that of Iro-
fessor Cyrus Thomas, on Mound I9x-
plorations. From Manitoba to Florida,
the indefatigable professor has followed
the track of the ancient aborigines who
bhuilt their wooden towns, castles and
temples upon carthen mounds, and who
buried their Hllustrious dead within
them. In a paper recently read before
the Canadian Institute, I have shewn,
by the interpretation of several mound
inscriptions, that the commencement of
the Mound-builders’ work must have
taken place fully twelve hundred years
ago, and that the natives of I’eru and
Mexico, the Cherokees, Choctaws, and
similar aborigines, are their descendants.
The work of Professor Thomas is a per-
feet  storc-house for the student of
American archacology, and he deserves
wzreat credit for his painstaking rescarch
and complete execution. The motto of
“Amerieca for the Americans™ has
blinded him to the fact that, in Japan
and in Siberia, there are mounds identi-
cal in charicter, and inscriptions in the
same written symbols as those thathave
been found in Iowa, Ohio, and Virginia.
Owing io some typographicai delay,
the “ Report for 188990, is issucd sim-
ultancously with the foregoing. It has
553 pages, and 250 illustrations. many
of them in colors, and constitutes 2 very
handsome volume. Mrs. M. C. Steven-
son gives an claborate account of the
inhabitants of the “ Sia pueblo, or vill-
age Indians of New Mexico. their dwell-
ings. corsunics and superstitions.  Mr.
I.. M. Turncer has been trespassing on
Canadian ground. Ilis “ Ethnologzy of
the Ungava District,” is a stwdy of our
castern Eskimo life. One of my valued
correspondents, the Rev. J. Owen Dor-
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sey, contributes a “ Study of Siouan
Cults,” of intense interest, giving a very
clear and definite idea of the great Da-
kota family. o the student of Com-
parative eligion and Folk-lore, this
document will prove of great value.

The same indefatigable worker has
edited, for the * Contributions to Ameri-
san Ethnology of the T. S. Geographical
and Geological Survey of the Rocky
Mountin Region,” in charge of Profes-
sor J. W. Powel], the ¢ Dakota Grane-
mar, Texts, and Ethnography of the late
Liev. Stephen Return Riggs” Dr. Riggs
died in 1883, leaving his Mss. unpub-
lished. Dr. Dorsey bas ably accomplish-
od his task as editor, and bhas furnished
the student of aboriginal languazes with
complete material for the analysis of
Dakotau thought and speech. Sowme of
eir wribes, Sioux or Dakotas proper,
and Assinebeins or Stone Indians, are
found in our North-IWest, and within
our own mission Louses, so that their
zoitzue should not be forcizn to vs. The
240 quarto pages of this manual might
rasily e mastered by an earnest sta-
dent. and made 1l:e means of bringing
the zood tidings of great jor within the
reach of one of the noblest and hand-
somest riers of aboriginal America.
The typical Dakota warrior has a hal(-
moon face. a2 Roman nose, stands over
six feet high. and can set his heels upon
his back bair, the latter a feat for many
Caucasizin womei to envy.

Getting back to stalwart theology, it
appears in the person of Dr. Thompson.
of Sarnia. in the “Xnox College Month-
v His theme is * Evolution of Scrip-
ture.” which hie treats with mingled caun-
tion and boldness. The 01d Testament
is the dud: the Noew, the flower: the
former the zreen apple, the latter the
ripe frunit. Don’t mistake the one for
the other, but remember that the New
could not have been witheut the Ol
This is wise talking, and much necded
aldvice. It is a misleading view of the
Bible which regards the first hooks s
standing on the same level as the last.

and in this way to ignore the law of
growth by which the obscure intima-
tions amd hints in the one, become the
full authenticated truths of the other.”
A gradute of this college was worried
by a western Presbytery, beciause one
of his professors, in the same ** Knox
College dlonthly,” wrote words not un-
like these of Dr. Thompson —*1r is
much to be regretted that preachers,
one of whose functions it ix to teach the
people how to study the Bible with pro-
fit. often tear this organism to pieces in
order to find proof texts to support their
favorite dogmas, and in this way they
make it a dead thing, like 2 collection
of dricd plants, rather than 2 blooming
sarden of the Lord, where each plant
occupics its proper place, and it is seen
in all the beauty of its true proportions.”
Again, By isolating texts we make the
Rible teach anything, and by this muti-
Inting and scparating of balance truth,
every kind of error grounds itself, sd
all Kinds of religious vermin spring up
as frogs and lice over all the land of
Cxypt”™ Thompson, that D.D. was well
deserved ; long may it tlourish !

The New York and Brooklyn papers
of January 28th. contain accounts. more
or less fulll of Dr. Lyman Abbots ser-
mon on the preceding Sunday morning.
Iis text was Romans vii., 21225, and by
means of it lie established. to his own
satis{action. the evolution of man out of
the animal. and denied the fall, wiping
out, as legendary, the third chapter of
Genesis. I am more sorry for this than
I can adequately express in words.
Many things in Dr. Abbotts cittracler
and in his writings I greatly admire
Roth in the * Christian Union.” and in
the * Outlook.” he has spoken Kind and
senerous words for me personally. Rut
as for 'rofesesor Drummond. so for the
cloquent and learned and kindly divine
of Plymouth Church. the Talker's friend-
ship cannot zo beyond the attar.  The
fall of angels and men is interwoven
throughout the whole Rible jattern, so
that an a-priori indefensible cutting out
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of Genesis iii., will not sulve anything.
The lugical outcome of Drs. Drummond
and Abbott's view is that Christ is a
result of human evolution, the abs .cdity
of which any child who can read, can
see for himself. Light and darkness are
ningled in Gud, according to this theo-
logy, instead of the light shining into 2
darkness that comprehended or embrac-
«l it not. The evil in man is the brute,
what. the Bible calls the creature. This
is not the Bible doctrine of the creature
at all, but very shallow theology, as bhad
as that of the Gnostics who placed evil
in matter. Iaul (Romans viii., 19-23)
says . “For the carnest expuectation of
the creature waiteth for the manifesta-
tion of the sons of God. TFor the crea-
ture wias made subject to vanity. not
willingly, but by reason of him who liith
subjectad the same in hope. because the
creatore itself shall be delivered from
the bhondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of Gad.
For we Kuow that the whole creation
zroancetl: and travaileth in pain togeiher
until now. And not only they. but our-
selves also, which have the first fruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adop-
tion. to wit, the redemption of our
body.” Iere the brute is not necessarily
cvil, but was made subject to vanity. ot
the result of sin, against its will, and
yeitrns to return to its original condition
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of blessedness. Oh, Dr. Lyman Abbott,
why did you not study the whole epistle
when you were about it ?

Dr. W. L. Davidson, of Bourtie, Aber-
deenshire, is the author of the * Burnett
Lectures for 1892-3," entitled “ Theism
as grounded in Human Nature. histori-
cally and critically handled.” Dr.
Davidson's book of 470 large octavo
pages, displays acquaintance on the part
of its author with philosophical thinking
from early classical days until now, yet
no larger an acquaintance than might
be gleaned 1oom a good history of philo-
s(phy. The writer is a logician and an
ctymologist, and of neeessity a psycholo-
zist. By the faculty of the latter, he
finds in all men, even in the sclf-called
agnostic, the germs of theistic  Delief.
He has much worth reading to say on
Agmosticisin, and his divisien of the posi-
tive part of his subject into Emotional,
Ethical. and Intellectus! Theism, is
worthy of attention. But one feels that
the fine gold has been braten out very
thin. and that he would rather have the
ten-dollar piece in his purse. than walk
over an acre of gold leaf. Yet T suppose
this discursiveness is just what we treat
the public to in our own sermons and
prelections.  After all, there are some
zood thoughts expressed in fitting Ian-
sunge in * Theism and Human Nature.”
published by Longmans, Green & Co,
of London.
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The Lest that thou canst be
Is the service asked of thee.

—Sclected.



