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I,;Recéhtly Discovéred Relics of the American. Modhd;Builders.'
By{o}m CampBeLL, LL.D:,, -~ . = »
- Professor in the Presbytériaxf 'C()llege,‘ MontreaA'l.v
s (Read 2th May, 1898)

Durmg the past wmter ‘there have been sent for my mspectmn and if

possible, for my decipherment, photographs of (,askets, inscribed tablets, -

" and other objects, that were found some six years ago in some mounds i in

Michigan. . The first tosend me these photographs was Mr. C. H. Roberts,

_of Parls Ont., a gentleman until then entirely unknown: to me, Who was
- led to consult ‘me by his study of. my .volumes on. The Hittites. Mr
- Roberts was under the impression that the objécts were of great anthuxty,
that the chamcters of the inscriptions were cunexform and that one pic-
tured tablet repr: esented- the Deluge.  ‘Any one who has seen the photo-

graphs will admit that, ‘however unplobable these conclusions may seem,

~ there is much in.the aspect of the arucles portrayed to justify them. = As

a photogxaph however well taken, is poor material for-the epigrapher, I -

induced Mr. Boberts to furnish- me with accurate drawings of such mound’
inscriptions as were in-his possession, either as originals or as casts of the
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_originals. - He kindly provided me with ‘four complete inscriptions and "~

.several fragments. Of the four inscription’s, two short ones belon«r to
separate 51de~ of-a terra-cotta casket ; ‘the other two are o tablets one of
which contains the supposed Deluo'e scene

On’a careful examination of the workable matema,l before me, I saw

that 1 had to deal with somethmrr that was only new in the matter of -

grouping, in other words, with the old. Turanian syllabary. This sylla-

bary I was led into acquaintance with through Hittite studies, and, hav-

© ing mastered its various forms and.their phqr{etib-equi_valents, [ haye

published many decipherments of inscriptions made inits p'rotéan charac--

ters. - .Among these may be mentioned contributions to the Canadian
TInstitute of Toronto on the Etruscan, Siberian, Lat Indian, American

P

Mound- Bullder, and Sinaitic inscriptions. The Celtm Society of Montreal @\

publishéd an article on the Turanian Inscriptions of the Isle of Man. - For -

- 'the Rev. Wentworth Webster,. the author of Basque Legends, M. Henri~

.0’Shea, author.of La Maison Basque, Lia Tombe Basque, &c., and M.-Vic-

tor Stempf, the Vasconist of .Bordeaux, I have:translated several so-called -

. ‘Celt-Iberian inscriptions found in’various parts of Spain.  During the
past winter, T deciphered for Sefior Don Juan Bethencourt Alfonso of
Tenerife a number of similar inscriptions found in errro, oné “of theé
Canary Islands. ‘And, at the meeting of the Australasmn Aswcxatlon for

2%, . 5
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" the Adva,ncement of Science, ‘held last January in Sydney, N. 8. W., Dr.. -
- John Fraser submitted my | translatxon of a few characters mscrlbed. upon . .
a figure painted on. the wall of a cave on the Glenelg river, which was the

" work of ancient ship-wrecked Japarese, as far back as the twelfth cen-

tury A.D. The Assouatlon accepted my e‘zplanatlon, and J apanese. and :
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. Basque scholars favoumm'“y’“;tl aus]a,’cmns in. the ea.st of the Lat Indxan and,‘

»LSlberxan mscrxpmons aix in the west of the’ Etruscan,. Celt- Iber:an, and
- similar documents. Up })@tunately, among phlloloo-lcal ethnologists there
- are few Basque-and J afga\gxse scholars. , T mention the above facts, not as

o a matter of ostentatlom“?é '“q;,hwas a Justlﬁcatron rendered necessary by much
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The oldest: civilizations of the world were Turaman that is, they
were neither Semitic nor ‘Aryan.  Semitic writing is old and Semitic

speech was adopted by pon Semltlc peoples, such as the Phaamcxans But-
*.the-rulers of men: were Turanians. Such were the primitive Egy ptians

whom we would now ecall Malays ‘and the Accadians of Chaldea, who
might be termed Uralians. Thelatter,; representmrr the Northern Tura-

nians of postponing grammar, and vocabulairy that mediates between the

. Prate IL - a

Basqﬁe and the Japanese, aré popularly sul')'posed't'd hév;e had no other ‘

form'of writing than the cuneiform of Babylonia, and the Hittite hierogly-

* . phics.. Thisis a: radxcal misconception. They possessed a phonetic sylla-

bary, not an .alphabet, from before the time of the patriarch Abraham.

- Over 3,000 inscriptions in it are found.from the Sinaitic Peninsula, and ;'
. east, of Jordan up into Syria. They have been called Sinaitic, Nabatean,
-and many other names, and, because men have failed to dec1pher them
‘they have been sct aside:as Worthless Most-of the native syllabanes of

, Asx;astor such as the Phryglan and Lydlan are of the same character
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The mscrlptlon of' Lemnos belonrrs to their catefroq, Wlth the Ttluscan .
~and other non-Pelasgic documents of Italy; and to these must be added .
the Celt-Iberian of Spain and the Canary Islands. When the Turanian

" wag driven into the north, as the R sthonian, the Finn, the Lapp, and the

Plct he carried his runes Wlth him, even’as’ flu- as Greenland in the west.
. The Teutonic and perhaps the Celtic peoples seem 1o have borrowed there..

from him, changmg the phonetlc staff, and turning the syllabic into the
-alphabetic to suit'themselves’; but ‘most of the runic inscriptions are not
Norse, Gothic, and Ann'lo-Saxon as their translators who make them yield

unhxstorlcal rabbish falsely i imagine. Their authors'and their Lm(fua(res' ‘

‘were and are Turanian, and ihe best kéy to them is the Basque. - :
Bcsules this Wc:ter]y movement of Turanian peoples .and letters,
there was a moxe extensive eastern one. When it fll‘bt .began we are not

s yetina position' to tell, but we know that it, received a great impetus to- -
wards the end of the eighth century’ B.C., when S.xrwon of Assyria broke .

up%ﬁﬁitlte emplre in Syria, Mesopotamxa and the adjoining countries. .,
The 'l‘ummafrs-held ‘their own in Parthia, and owcercxsed sovoruﬂ'nty there -

from 255 B.C. till 226 .A.D., when Pe,rsm.n rule was restoYed. They filled

the rest of the Persian emplre in which scattered remains of their seript’.
~ may be found ; but it was in northern India that their empire, arts, civi-- . .
+ - lization and letters revived under the religious forms of Buddhism. There
" wereno royal Aryansthenin India; they were simply for a time Brahman
priests and councillors of Kshattri 1ya or Turanian kings. When Buddhism -
" - was revived by the Sakya prince who was called Gota.ma, the occupation
of the Brahman was gone, and he became a merchant, 4 seaman and an

agitator, - The namé of Prince Sidhartta has nothing to do with the keep-
ing of cows, as the: Sanscritists ‘translate Grautama it is pure Japanese,
Go-tama, the eb\:cellent master, . The Buddbist 1pscr1pt10ns of India aré
in a form of the\old Turagian “character ; they aré the work of royalty,
‘not of mendicant' monkb as Prinsep; Cunmnrrham and others have made
them out to be; and their language, as-I-liavé shown,.is pure Japanese.

An mterestmrr fact” tk‘%us in‘Canada is that, in the. Andhra” dynasty ‘of

,Q,we are fdmlllal‘ with as; \those of two f‘oundms of the league of the Iroquois,
Shadekaronyes and. Sks ndaswati.

B Brahmans worked to o‘verthrow Turanian and Buddhist rule ; not. dr1v
castes, and 1mposulg:ed~all gsmodified Brahmamsm that contained : many.
- Brahman kings were f w and weak in authonty But, as early as the

“fifth century, the hterar'y Turanian ‘betook himself from northem TIndia
to Sibema carrymg hxs Buddhxsm and hxs Buddhlst scrlbes W1th hlm_

It is not in valn that J apanesc historians demve then‘ race from India.

‘Magadha, ‘there reignéd four Satakarnis and two Skandaswatls names .

From before the Christian era on to the ﬁf‘th century AD the -
ing-4ll. the Turanians dut ‘but subordmatmv them as the three inferior -

_-elements of Turanian! ‘heufthemsm As late ‘as the- seventh century,
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About the head wuters of ‘the Yemsel, and west. and east-of them, hc,
built his wooden cities, heaped his mounds, and enva«red in the chase and )
in-war. . Still his mscnpuona arc in the same character if & httlg ruder .
in form, and their Japanese is less archaic than that of India." . The chief . -
monarchs who xelrrm,d in Siberia appear in the Japanese annils, which -

do not tell, as do the rocks -of the Yenisci, that they ruled over the Rabu
and the Yob.1 Kita: - 1t is hurd to decide, from the diverse data fub mshcd

by the Corean,- -Japanese and Chinese hmtormns when the Turanians of

Siberia descended upon, Corea and northern China, over which they ruled

. for about two cénturies. The rule of the Khitan in €hina is said to have -
" ‘ended in 1123, and is mppmed to have begun before the middle - of the
- tenth century; but they were in Cotea before. the end of ‘the seventh. -
 The Corean alphabet is 'a much modified form' of the Latlndmn and’
- ‘Siberian syllabary, and, with the Cy priote. syl]abary and the-Aztec hiero- .
glyphic system, (onstltuted my matenal for fixing the phonctlc values’ ot'
- the Hittite cbal aeters. '
The Turanian writérs must have been in J‘lp‘m }on(r before their
5 brethren conquered China, probably as early as the sixth century. This
we know, not from the Ja.pa,nese annals, full of Siberian, Indian and still-
- ‘more western .and dncient' monarchs, going back to 660 B.C., but from -
. the. mound-builder inscriptions of ‘Ametica, and from the hlthI'y of | -

Mexico. - The most anéient date of Mexican hlthTV 18 717 A.D,, "and the

oldest .monumenls on Amerl(,an soil which are dated are the two stones‘

from Da\enport Towa, engraved in 793 and, 795. " Their dates are

‘Buddhist, réckoning from- thc death of the’ sa.frc in 477,B.C. Copies of
_ mscnptxons in the’ Tm.xman‘ character fxom Jap:m have been sent to me,

L S RPN S

but they were.too ‘much weather ed 10 )1elu any satisfactory tfesult. The .

. Japancse are said to have replaced their' ancient form of writing by

modlhcauuns ot the Chmebe in 285 A.D., under thé adwce of the wise

Wonin. This.is ~quite fabuloub, as’ the Japanebe were at that time in
India. But it is pr obable that-the. change of script took place during -

the period of Khitan- rule in; the celestial empire, which lies somewhere. -

between the sixth and the twelfth century. - The mound:builder i mscrlp-
tions of America are all in the old character, although their d‘uea extend

from 7:3 to 1261, and I am not aware of the existence of any American
inscription in the Japanese mochﬁcatlons of the Chinese form of writing. - -

Ban Nobutomo's work on old Japanese alphabets shows that the Jupancse

are now ignorant of their ancient form of* written speech ; yet 1 havea .-
~_shrewd suspicion that it may be preserved among the arcana of Buddhist -
priests in the land of the chrysanthemum. At ‘any rate, it is ‘perfectly.

evident that there is not’ knowledge enough of this old Turanian writing
in the world to enable any one to forge it, as it has been ¢harged over and

‘ ‘again to-have been done by American a,ntxquaruns who ha,ve thus sought,_ ‘
‘to shlela their own ignorance. : - )
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I must not be unjust in’ this matter, nor. ]eave it to be underﬂtood '
that Amerlca alone produces sceptics. - Mr. Roberts sent his’ photographs ‘

" and gsome memoranda with which I had Vfurmshed him to the head of one -

of the departments of the British Museum, who returned for answer this
remarkablo piéce of dogmatism: “In my opinion, the objects shown i
the photographs have not the least scientific interest or 1mp01=t:mce and
nothing founded -on. them can. be of-the slightest value.”. The same
gent]eman favoured me with a note, cautioning me against theé discovered ..
pbjects. Mr. Roberts’s reception by the authormes of ‘the: Smlthsoman

4 Institution . was equally chilling.. " At the same time, ‘80 ‘convinced 1%

he of ‘the genuineness and unique character of the remaing taken from -
the mounds, that he wished to keep ‘the secret of their dlscovery, and -

- gave me nothing more than ‘the general statement that they came. from

a part of chhwan which bad not been explored by - Professor Cyrus _>

. Thomas ‘and “his* mound- VlSltng coadjutors of Washington. With this -

meagre information I should have been compelled to rest content; had -
not a secord set of photographs artived about the rmddle of March this
time not from:Paris, but from Leaimington, Ont. They were sent by a

. respected minister of that town, who was formerly one of my best: stu-
“dents, It will hardly be’ v1olat1nrr the conﬁdence of private correspond-
“ence to transcribe that part of his letter which relates to the photomraphs .

In regard to these the writer says : . .
S The story. of them is briefly thw A youn« man ‘visiting in this .

_ sectwn ‘recently broughl these plctures to me, thinking that possibly I
might be able to declpher them. Of course I was unable to do so, and'i‘_. ’
- expressed the desire that he would leave. them with me, and I would get

your:opinion about them As far as I could learn from him; they were
found, about six; yea.ra 'ago, at a place called Wyman, near Mount ~

. Pleasant; Mlchman The circumstances gonnected with the discovery -

were as follows : "A. man. was digging holes in the: ground for the pur-

-pose of erecting a fence, *and about three feet below the surface his spade

struck a stone, which appeared to give forth a hollow sound. He dug

- around it, and unearthed a casket, Whl(,h when opened he found to con
_tain some tablets, with- curious 1nscr1pt10ns engraved on them. The

tablets when taken out -of the ground. were soft like clay, but when
exposed to the sun became quite hard. Of course, when this discovery
was made, the whole- community was aroused, and they: began te dig in

several other places, and on one spot, whu,h was mound- shaped they

found the largest casket, containing other tablets. This one was very
much below the surface of a mound on which there grew a pine:ireé-over
four hundred yearsold. The tablets were preserved, and a photoarapher

" from Mount Pleasant took views of them, copies of which I'am sending

you. This, in brief, is about all the information I could get about them,

U"He—-that is, the man who brouo'ht them to me-—said the people. hvmg
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'~ around there believed _tﬁey'we}e‘ placed there by~the Chaldeéhs, bﬁt I

" wedge appearance being few, and scattered amon

told thim that in all probability- they were similar to the tablets found in

Mexico and Peru.” oo . L o S
From the two sets of photographs, which are not identical, showing

that the ‘(:lel'eétion,t‘aken,must have been larger than that in the posses-.

sion of either of my correspondents, and from Mr.:Roberts's communica-
tions, I gather that the tebra-cottw caskets, surmounted by sphinx-like -

and couchant winged animal figures, were at least five in number ; that™ .

- eitherin or near them were found complete specimens of pottery, stone
 dies for stamping the figures on’the.clay, pieces of copper larger than a
cent, having the appearance of ‘coin, and some six tablets, of which one

is an effigy thoroughly mound builder in character. As I have already
stated, I have made no attempt to'decipher any of the tablets but. the two
of which Mr. Roberts sent me faithful copies, nor of the legends of ths:

remains of Buddhist Indja, and doubtléss are known in Japan. The
supposed Cuneiform characters are not really such, those that-have a -
g-the ordinary types. of
the Turanian syllabary. There are-also some hiérgfyphic or ideo-

‘graphic symbols with which 1 am not familiar.. The deluge scene is .

misnamed, us i;ivcstigators might have learned -had they only taken the
trouble to look at the object -nedr the human figure ‘on the top of the left
side of the tablet. It is-the stump of.a iree. and indicates that the three

. Jower compartments arc stages in the Buddhist under-world. {
ch, in

The chief peculiarity in the writing on tablets and caskets, whi

thé'fo]d"Turan‘ian sﬁIabary throughout the world, 1 have met but rarely, .
. isithe grouping of ‘characters, cither by simple superposition or by adhe- -
‘rence.to a stafl represeénting an open vowel or an aspirate syllable, such as

0, ha, ye. - As the documents are ecglesiastical rather than historieal, con.
sisting of what might almost be called charms -this mode of writing may
have been an invention of the moiks to-add mystery to the formulas of .
theiricreed. A fow ideographs- occur in the tablets under consideration,
such’@s the figure of a man, hito, and that of a deer, skika. These are

_ six@plé’iénough ; but'more difficult are two conventional characters of much
importance that play a comsidérable part-in the funeral ritual.- One of

them:is a- crenelle, not unlike the Egyptian hieroglypBic fof water, ma. -

. frame of mind whi

.

But:in Turanian seript, such a crenelle. has the consonantul value of n

ever, represent the first syllable of the J. apanese nami, a wave, which rises
ang falls. With reduplication, this would give anon, tranquillity; the Stoic

e

¢askets beyond -two which he also sketched for my berefit. In the. . -
~uninitiated they are calculated to "inspire ‘ir}credulily. _Sphinxes and
" cuneiform characters, together with a deluge scene, seem out of place in ,
Michigan.. Yet, sphinxes with men’s faces such as these belong to the art .

E rathé_xi than of m, and has no relation to water directly.. It may, how- ~
)
\

\

N
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ch Buddhism exalts, although it is hard ‘to see how the \\ )
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restle~s wave is its type. 'l-he other ideograph resembles a crown, but -
whether crowns were in use among Turanian monarchs or not, I have not
- found its repxesenlatlon symbolic in their writibg. = It rather sets fortha
".mourntain range, the Basque.meta, mendj, the Japzmese ydma, yamato, the .- R
IquuOlS onontes, Ja])phed to supreme po\ve’r* and the mata or mito, by - : ‘ ”
which I Have rendered a sonew hat similar hicroglyphic in the inscription =~ . o
Col .of the Cilician king Tarkutimme.. It probably’ reprcsents the title amida
____/ applicd to buddha by the J.Lpanese The historians of Japan indicate /
that Amida was an- ancicnt god “of the Sintoists; possibly the eponym of -
Japan or yamd.to, whose name, as-indicating supreme divinity, wus. trans-
‘ferred by ‘the Buudhlsts to their object of worship. In the Siberiun in-
' scrxptlons Buddha is. occasionally ‘called Anata, doubtless the Japanesc
ando, tmnqmlhty but this is a quite different word.

“ I have already referred to my translations of Mound- Builder i lnscmp-
tions in the Trinsactions of the.Canadian Institute. On the 15th of De-
‘cember, 1897, the.paper conlfunmo' these wus read, and it set forth seven .’

~ inscribed stoneb that of Yur mouth, Nova Scotia; the so-catled Northman's
_ o Wnt'ten Rock mear West Newbury, Mass.; the Grave (,J;et,k stone of ‘West
P ermmJ: the: Pluin Townshlp and Brush Crcek Stoncs of Ohio ; and two
s ‘ ‘ tablets from Davenport, Iowa. = All thege have been cried down as for- ,
geries by men who have or had .the public car, and who united to a dog- -~ I
matic.assertion, that the J.bomfrmal Amcncan neWn rose above the. stage.
of pictorial 1llubtr.mon the epxgmphzc ignorance that. enabled them to
- brave it out. Since my p; per. on Aboriginal American- Inscriptions. in o
. ; ' Phonetic Characters was wrilten, I huve ucelved copies of others. Mr.
“.*" - A.Caimeron, President gt the Summer School of Scicnce for the Atlantic
: Provmcea of C‘uum yz:ote me on the 16th of Septembur last year; 1o-the
foliowmo eﬁ’ect/' 1 write in regard.to-the inscription on page 50 of the 96 - . ‘
* Volume of Trans. R. S. €. That stone hus been known since 1812. About .7,
“three weeks ago, another graven stone was,found near the shore, about a
- mile somhwest of where the first' one was found. The inscription is-ip
. two hnes The upper line is the same as the old one. The lower line -
. contains: .only three charcters: Y. V. H. ~Will you be good enough to -
‘tell ' me what_this second liné means?” I immediately replied to Mr. .
Cameron’s letter mformmg him that these three characters have the -'
value of %u-be:ka, and that they denote the fact that Katorats, whom the - '
stones commemorste, was a chicf of the Kubekas, or, in. modern parlance,
of the Cayugas, whose ancient name solves the ]ong vexed problem of the.
‘origin of Quebec. . ° - - -

‘In the spring of last year 1f I remember auo'ht sts Corneha Hms L
_“ford, of Cambridge, Mass., was kind enough to send me a volume of the
Transactlons of the Souété Royale des Antiquaires du Nord, from the
- ‘.'“j hbrary of the poet Longtellow ‘This volume iy’ of May 14, 1859, and on
L page 23 contams an engravmcr of tﬁe Monhecran btone, found by Augustus’ .

T

«
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C. Hamlm of B'mrror, in’ 1836, on Monheo'an Isla.nd near the coast of
Maine. It is cut on a slab of xocl\ The Iower hne is to be read ﬁrst and
the whole legend is’: ‘ : - :

‘aka t01 ha ka obe mi to ra bex de to to ‘a re to ku
3 fu 1 to 3. That is to say ’
(l) Akatozhaka oﬁ mzto Rau,ezdeto 1o ari toln 73 Quato«rhle aged

“No.l

No.II

.--!H/rs”m’llég%il § £
) H+/>I "l‘,%[lv: ’gfl,%vmw%’

The Moniteeak Stoxe

X/\Vﬁ

rN:/V'VMX/\\r‘//XX/AXY ‘
PLATEIII

king Raweideto, whé has Vearsi 73. Placmrr thxs ]e«rend in Enghsh order '
it reads: “ Raweideto, aged chief of the Quatowhxee whose years were
seventy-three.” The Quatoo'hles were a. Wyandott or Huron tribe that
_‘were known hlstoneally as dwelling on the south side of Lake Michigan,
and who sold their lands to the Fnorhsh in 1707.  They may have been in
‘Maine under Raweideto, when. the Cayurras under Katorats were in Nova -
Scotia, but unhappily no" date: accompanies these monuments to tell us =
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‘ when that was. The charactels of the Monherran stone: are premsely of“

the same nature as that-of those of Yarmouth, N S.

.. I now proceed to an -examination of the Wy man inscriptions of chln-'
_gan, of which T pos:ess copiés that justify.an attempt at interpretation.
o By reference to the illustrations, it will be seen that I have ﬁrat presented .
- the inscriptions as (they stand, and second]y, have analysed the ce?pound
‘groups into their individual. parts, f‘urmshm«r also. a’list of characters.
,thh their phonetlc values, Whi(,h so far as, the vowels go, “follow: not the

Nol IH/:III:IV:I#'ZH'-F v 'Y+V'=|'FA'

No[I IH/: r-n FIEIIAC |<—A (- H 1/ 11w/
L

;; . : ) S \‘: B . . ‘iv.v

v—oz:nv--ov' ,
WS AN =L v IA-/\.Y-A 1<0-A } lv-oz :
lA:/\.wv\ \::‘7 v::—O_

NoI]I I<=:i=r:\: ‘1-/\ | m/ l<"A AN\-. ' |
i-:-( 3? ~E: 7:( nE -  ‘* ;_‘ L
l<—A +: |<=:f /: ‘7)3

|Y.--/\ (—”ﬂ-'?nﬁ:;}\lzllﬁ-:ﬁj:llﬂ;f
) PLATE IV ‘

Enahsh but the European contmental pronuncnatlon The ﬁrst’inscripa'
' tlon which is very irregular, is the- key to the: wholé. * It is from a side = -

" of one of the caskets. That par:t Qf it Wh;ch occupies the principal space
reads as follows ' ' : o

’\To I—hlkwyeoteobehakakade TR
_ .(2) e Hzmye Ote obe ~ haka ka . de
Hlkaye Ote chief tomb house from

That is: “From the housc of the tomb of the ch1ef of the Ote (Utes
_or Otos), Hikaye.”

Hikaye in Japanese means “ Thc Forbearmg ‘The three compound
“characters in the margin read: :
k01gotafu klfurl o
kot gotafu ki furi = - *
, prayer Whole ‘body. spmt to expel’
C*A 'prgyer to expel the spmc from the whole body.”
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Of greater interest is the second side of the caql\et whlch has two
“lines.of some length each, -

“No. IL ——hl ka ye goba ra ni s¢ ha ra se ha. rayohedatern - - .
* shi ta be i.yo bu da mi sln ta be i )o anou )a fu ya me no :
, amida. bu da yo mi’ .

' .szaye gohara msekara jahara yo deamu .~ :
Hikaye anger- spmt false 5p1r1t dcpraved -8pirit from qepamtes

shita bez yo Buda me shzta bei yo anonya fuyame no :
" dead warrior from Buddhd eye dead war rior f‘rom Anonyq hasten Wl]]

Amida Buda yomi .
Amlda Buddha Wmtlnfr ~.

“Hlkaye The Buddhist wutmn‘ Anon)a sep‘uates bctween the .
- spmt of anger, the spirit of falsehood the spirit of depravity, and . the' o
dead warrior ; and between the eye of Buddha and thc dead warnor
and the cbara,cter Amida will hasten 1t " :

The second line is : :

hl ka - ye shl rir to shll f'u hi do ha ra go ha ra lu da mi ha ra sln ta'
ta yo fu ¥ya me no he da ta ri anon amlda bu da yo mi

' Hikaye, shz ri 2 toshi 1 fu szohara goham hadamihara o : :
Hlkaye4300 2year120. Cluel spirit, anger spmt na,ked body spmt N

o ‘shitata yo fuyame no hedateru Anon Amida Buda yomi .-
’.love from hasten Wlll to separate Anon Amida Buddha wutmfr

“ Hlkaye, 12 hundred 1 score, zmd years The Buddlust charac-
ters ‘Anon and Amida (tranquillity and . contemplation) will hasten to ‘sep-
- arate from the love of the spirit- of cr uelty, the. spmt of antrcr, :md tbe
_ spirit of the naked body.” :

~ Heré we have a dated 1nscupt10n perfectly clear and deﬁmte "The -
date consists of 4 ri-toshis, which, as T have indicated in my essaysonthe
Siberian and Buddhist-Indian inscriptions, are periods of 300 years, 1 fu,
futachi or 20, and 2 units, making'in all 1,222 years. The only Buddhist . '

“era is that of the’ death of the founder of their religion, or his attainment

. of Nirvana, whlch was 477 B.C. As he died in his elghtxeth year, hisbirth oo

. must have been in 557. The 1222nd- year of Buddha was A.D. 745, when A b

western Europe was in a state of barbarism. It was only 28 yearslater = o
than 717, the most ancient date that American history presents, and 48 -

" years carlier than the period of the Davenport inscriptions. ~ As pure
Japanese is ‘found in ‘many much later inseriptions than, this, but so far: -
there has comeXg light no other trace of Buddhist ritual, nor any such .
elaborate work of art as the Ml(hxgan mounds’ have furmshed A war- ,
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_rantable conclus1on seems to be that Hlkaye and his tribe, though s0 far
in the east, had. not been long out of Japan, and that, with 2 boldness
almost unparalleled, though resemblmg the;movements of ‘the Huns in

Europe and Asia, they had, with; ‘meagreappliances, traversed the vast -

-extent of country from Oregon to Michigan in asingle generation. They

' may have been an oﬂ'shoot of thé Utes ‘after whom the state’of Utah'
- was named. ~ ks ‘
o The "third mscrlptlon is tha‘ a(,companymg the supposed Deluo'e
~* scéne. The Leamington photographs also include such a scene, but the
- characters upon it are quite differént. from those on that furnished by my
Pans correspondent, although both bear the name of ‘Hikaye. All the
' complcte lines begin, like those alreadv deuphered on the left, but tl}
first is contmued boustrophedon ‘ The charucters as separated read

No. III —he da te o be. yo 00 ha Ta yo hi ka ye he: da te TU anon, ya -
: bu dai da hito ri de shika, ri do ‘ :

' hc da te ru to he i:a te hi'ye bu da

'rokuyolxuyadonhedateobefuntaterayo B
i ka ye ri yo tera yo :

(3) Hedate obe yo gohara yo Hikay ye hedateru Anonya
‘ separated chief from an r‘rer spmt f rom Hlkaye separates Anonyd

- Buda ida hito ri o’ shllta ri do .
‘Buddha embracmw man protlt way as proﬁt way ‘

“ Anonya (tranqmlhty) separatcs ‘between Hlkaye, the departed' |
chlef and the spirit of anger ; the path of‘ p1of1t of the man embracmfr,
: Buddha as the path of profit. 9 S : ‘

re

"Hedatéru to hedate hi ye Buda :
“to separate door departed evil deﬁlement Buddh‘t

“The. door to separate the: dehlement of sin ﬁom 'the departed (ls) '
Buddha ” .

Roku yoku yadorz hedate obe furzta tera yo IIzl.aye K

.- 8ix lusts mdwellmcrdeparted chxef has drx ven away temple from HrLaye
riyo-tera yo . ~
. Vkmgdom shining from

,

S The departed chlef has drlven away the six 1ndwellmg lusts from
the temple from the resplendent kmO'dom of Hlkaye ”

The last mscnptron is irregular. The first line reads. ﬁom ]eft to
right, and so does the second, but the-third reverses the order. The
* fourth is like the first and second»_ bvut the_ﬁfth follows the third, while -
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A

the sixth and, seventh agree with the f’ourth seccond and first. have

No. IV —he da te Fu 1 go i buda yo mi fu ya me no sh1 mai
ceo mayef‘uhomamm)o :

-go fu amlda fu annax ri

. - ko to\\ta ri shi ta te ri )o he da tebai fu;m/no toi’
: ta yo VKI ri yo shi ta te ri y : :

. N-o,IYm l'<.=,‘/_\ :;\%;\:y=:.5,6 : vIois:>ol :‘ole:v-:;A.‘

| 3BT, , o | i
(é-Ym:ﬁa:f~qu.

) _. =‘;-A-:v>' AL |< IAivoIS: x: LII>AL>SS AI
@) KGR et L= ALTIL 3>u
(a 05;é:vp:x;3u;&}=nm|n

, A“(e)v>h:a‘yé.:{ézu':>‘=':5'|_:‘n_|::’nvr:1.
(}) Evlll:‘:'vo:'z--:ri— >n PAE -Al M-’ I<i>:0=:

CMI=II<OoI M. , i e
. " ‘PraTe V. Lo R
- ide he da te ba i mu ma ye shi ta shi ta belyo heda te
yu re i na o shi ta shi ta

o

o s
ta ri o dzu fu mi no na-o ‘shi ta shi ta yu re, 1/5:9
'_'shl ta ni ni ta dzu wa , shi ta ri yo teratera

E naoshl fu mi no ri yo sh1tahedateyurc1
_tatsuldeshlmuhob31501tomeb11

The translatlon of thls more e*ztenswe document isas follows

(4) 1. Hedatery, rzga; Budd yomz fuyame no shimai maye -
separate gain and loss Bud/,lha ertmg hasten will put away former
~fuho ma nin yo
w1cked devil man from

bt

2. gofu Amzda ‘fuannai ri .'
cha.rm Amlda unacquamﬂed law
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- 3. kototarz shitate 7‘23/0 hedate bai fumi no toi taye : R
. satisfy lower world sepflratmg wall writing of 1equest sustams
shiriyo shitate riyo - :
hpll‘lt lower world" K ) o

4. zde hedate baz mumcz shzta shzta bel y jo hedate
'_yurez naoshi tashzm N _
spirit heal perféctly . .

5. tariodzu fumi no naoshi tashzm yuret yo :
: unworthy wntmo' of hcal perfe(,tly spectre ﬁom .

6. shita nin tadzuwa. shzta rzyo tera tera
~ dead man-participates dead kingdom resplendent

7. naoshi fumi no riyo shita hedate yurei tatsu ide.
", healed writing of world lower separated spmt rises goes out:-.
- shi muho bei yo-itoma bei S T

' dead wmked warriors from free warrior.

.. The followmg is a free, but at the same tlme an exact En frhsh ren-
\ dermg of the above : - ‘ . oo el

R . " ..« . HIRAYE.

. Througi\z the writing, the deficient are perfectly delivered from spectres.
The dea(’i man participates in the resplendent kingdom of the ~dead.

Healed by, the writing, the. sepmated gpirit.of the lower world. nses and -

goes out from-dead wicked warriors, a free (discharged) warrior.”
These Eocuments enlighten us in rega.rd to the character of. Buddhlst
 worship in gthe eighth century. It seems to have been. largely a matter

of magic or\charms the pmestly writing S in the name of Buddha being :

efficaciots to,\dehver the soul of the dead from any relation to'the dead
body, from the six lusts of the Buddhist six senses, from spectres, from

the wicked and unalded dead,and from the various stao-es of the lower
world. Our Indians of. northern Asiatic orlgln have long ago lost all the .

Buddhism their ancestors may have possessed, yet many of  them still

~retain veneration for written documents which have in their- eyes the -

- value of a fetish. It is of course possible that the priests practised and
‘ taught the people to practlse the virtues Whlch are’ the oppomtes of the

L]

‘\ “ sthn«ulshmg gam and loss the wrxtm« of Buddha will hasten to
put away from the man former wicked devils, (namely) the charm of the -
law*pf the unacquainted with Amida. To satisfy the sepfu'atmg wall of”
the f?g\wver world, the request of the writing sustains the.spirit to'go out -
: of thé lower world. The separating wall (delivers) the dead warrior
- from tﬁe dishonourable dead (and) the separated spirit it heals perfectly,’

NG ST
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.vices their wntmgs condemn. The: vices condemned are anfrel, false- -
hood, ‘Cruelty, depravity,. Whatever that may stand for,” and the naked
'body-spxrlt which probably was . s1mply the savage mstmct, that rejects .
_clothing. The eighth century Buddhist priests had at any rate a mental
~ acquaintance with sin in various forms, with its pumshment in a future ¥
“state, and. with the possibility of redemption from that punishment.
But, in regard to the last of. these, the only means specified is the Buddh1st

' charm, a document written by priestly hands. Apparently, the larger v
the number of these charms the friends of the deceased could aﬁord to . .

- bury with_his body, the' more assured was his salvation. Hikaye, being.
a man of note, had a large number of such passports to the under-worlds, =
-and the copper pieces found in one of his caskets wére no dqubt.the fee
- of the Buddhist Charon- who was to ferry him over the Styx in the vessel

“ mistaken for Noah’s ark. . :
There is every reason to believe that American hlsﬁory began notin
‘Mexico' in the south, but in the north, and ‘at first in the distantwest.
Brasseur de Bourbourg says that the Othomxs occupied the mountains-

and valleys of Anahuac long before the Nahuas and the tribes afterwards

known as‘the Toltecs. Thelr chief city was Otompan The Davenport, '
Iowa, inscriptions, dated 793 and 795, are chiefly concerned with a chief
named Maka-Wala, whose town- or country I have transliterated as -

Atempa. This reading of the name of Maka-Wala's kingdom arose out

of the poverty of the old Turanian syllabary in America, which, like -
© _ancient Semitic and medern Arabic, paid little 4ttention to vowel sounds
“Atempa may be, with equal justice, read Otompa, which in-Japanese
“would be O tomo fu, or “ the city of the great compamon The Otomos
- were a great feudal family in Japan TltSanh in his annals mentions .
' Otomo-no-Osi, son.of the thlrty-nnth emperor ‘Tentsi, -in ‘the. seventh .
.century, and Otomo no Sin; the younger. brother of Sacra -no-teno, the

fifty-second emperm in the ninth. 'Saganoteno -is the Sakata of the

Siberian inscriptions, and the Shekmfrtan(r of Chinese history, who heads ™"
the Khitan dynasty of China, and his blother on the Siberian’ monu " .-

ments, is called Mi-tomo, the honorifie prefix m¢ taking’ the place of the

equally honorific prefix 0. The Old Testament student is familiar with *
- fhe Othomi name: ‘in its’ Hebrew form Eshtemoa, the head of the Maa-
chathites or Massauetae ([ Chronicles iv..19.) He was the son of Naham. °
of Caleb of .]'ephunneh of Ephlon the Hittite, who sold the cave of Mach- ,

pelah to Abraham. Machpelah, after whom the cave was called, was

Ephron's father ; Zochar, who in Genesis xxiii. 8- takes his place, bemg a

remote ancestor ; and the name Machpelah is that of the king of Atempu.’
-or Otompan, name]y Maka-Wala, who. was’ killed by the Mekush1 and

the Tolaku, under the chief Mashima, in 792.
Ottumwa in Towa i is some distance from Da.venport near Whlch the

: Iowa tablets were found ‘but it marks the site of Maka-Walas anuent

Sec. 1L, 1898 2,
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‘prlnclpahty, and on Amerxcan ground is the ongmal Otompan of the
‘Mexi¢an historians. The Mekushi who fought- against Maka-Wala were

" the ancestors of the Mexicans proper, and when, by way of the Mississippi,

' ‘theff'imade their way sonthwa¥d, they 'carried with them the record of
thig:{ribal conflict in-the:north. ' From these considerations I was dlsposed

ard Towa as the first theatre of Amerlcan hlstory as distinguished -

frot barbanc Wandermgs‘ " But Michigan now ‘puts in-a claim.of forty- = ..

he poverty of the- followmg syllabary will explain ‘apparént incon~ i -

*  sigtepcy in the rendering of vowel sounds and aspxrateq and i in. the con-

L sonantal forms k t and- s, replaced by g, ‘d-and j J T ‘

-

Y ) BRI L |/—\ opcn ‘vowel of SSPII’QlLO ha yes &c ) )
VM ® Fﬁf‘ tabials. b, f . v syllablc\ .
o R syllablc ‘ .
S HN ka, ga. " : . R
"X Y, ku, gu. ko g0 S R
4 ke ge, ki, gl - ’ A
I=X+REbC denals, d:md 1 sllables.
: J > L siiladts, 5. ch, and j dyllables
é )’ }ds tz syllables. . Co. . . . ) o L
OF¥AL DO M mlbles = B 29
" 3 EZXnsyllables. Do o ' T
,\)\nn =3 7 syllables. C P ‘ i
I \MWV\NW,anon . / '
. ‘mamda ’ ’

. Vowrls, &c >(:.cnn'r '

P g"')v,oﬁ
H S N bei
X"‘!Ol.'
P S R PLATEVI.

“eight years pnonty, in the person of Hlkaye of the Otos or Utes who:
appear to have been-the same race as the Aztecs of Mexico. : The Mex1- .
" cans were a branch of the Aztecs, and they again of the Chiehlmecs, now ... S
“ .- represented by the Shoshonese of the Rocky Mountains. It jsnotimpos- " '
_ sible that the Otos, who, like the Towas, belonig to the great Dakota fam- =
- ily, represent the descenda.nts of Hikaye's tribe in' retrogressmn forno
- trace of them is to be found in the east; but the probability is that the o
* . Dakotas belong to a much later. tide of 1mm10ra.t10n subsequent to that .
.of the Huron-Iroqums—Cherokee stock Whlch was by no means.one of the.
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earliest to seek the shores of the New. World Whether Hlkayes tribe
. ‘was extermmated or ‘lost its identity in some larger mvadmg force, or
" moved southward as the germ of ‘Aztec monarchy to overthrow the
~ Toltec power in Mexico, we cannot for the present tell ; ‘but the ancient -
. records so-far br ought to light encourage. us to hope that before long,

from many valuable fragments, there may- be built up a consistent mosaig

- of Amemcan aborwmal history.
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A ANALYbIS OF THE Ivscmp'rmm

(1 ) Akatozhaka. the Huron tribe ca.lled by the Engllsh Quatoghles‘ ‘
oﬁ, archaic form of the Japanese oi, aged. ' :
.mito, J. mi and to, the honourable door or Subhme Porte, of the same sngmﬁ
.. . cationas mt-lcado
R - - . Raweidato, the name of .the Huron chlet‘ whlch ma,y bp eqmmlent to bhe
R T S Iroquois Rawendio, - The Master.” . .
§ o T R to ari, original form of verbal suffix fari, who is.”
D " toki means a season or time; and-here stands for toshz, a year.
. fu is an abbreviation of futacln, now hatachi, twenty. The numeramon of
) the Turanjans was by scores.’
to, ten.

(2 ) Hikaye, the Forbea.rmg, name of‘a dead chlef.
" Ote or Oto, name of his tribe.:
" obe, old form of kobe, head or chlef ‘Omo ha,s the same sxgmﬁca.tmn
" haka, the tomb.
" ka, the house. . )
" de. postposition, with, by, from T >
koi, desire, prayer. - ' ’ :
gotafu, archaic form of gotai,’ the whole body. Many ongma,} endmgs in fu
have been reduced to 7. See Aston s Japanese Gramma.rs
- gohara, anger, but- composed of go, anger, and hara, mind or spmt
" nisehara, composed of nise, to falsify, and hoara. ) . .
) ) - jahara, composed of ja, depraved, and kara. R ) ) - B
- e T ¥o, old postposition, from, now yori. ' : ’ :

/

; -+ ~:;-u*‘f

hedateru, to sepa.rate : -

" shita, dead.: ' i : . .

: bet, old form of heL, a soldler Ma,ny‘ Japanese labials have been reduced to’

i .+ - aspirates. . : ' o - ‘
I ) o0, see above. : ) .

' Buda or Futa, Buddha. . . . ) . : -
-. e, the eye.’ e : ; - N
shita, see above. e v B - : :
bei; see above. ' ) : : e o e
. anon-ya, the place or manner of tranqullhty I : : -
Juyaine, now.hayame; to hasten.
no, sign of futurity. .

e , Amida, a Japanese title of Buddha whlch the lex1cons fa11 to expla.m

‘ . . yomi, writing, readmg, written chara.cter. .
. 5 o ) - shi, four. :
I I “ ¢ or more fully ri- toshz, a cycle of 300 years. See my beenan Inscrlptxons,
' % - ‘ - Transactions.of the. Ca.na,dla,n Imtxtute, Aprll 1892, p. 279.

. ) toshi, a year. )
P fu, seelend of Note 1.-
R .:hzdo]w,ra, cornposed of hido, cruel, and hara, spmt
IR " gohara, seeNote 1.
T Mdmmha'ra,,composed of hadamz, naked body, and hara
C shitata, now shitai, shitaota, love, long for. -
N : yo, fuyame, no, hedateru, see above. -

[
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L4 non, a. Buddhist charm, meanmg litera.lly “rest,” ease, tra.nqmllxty.
‘Amida, see above. .
.-Buda yamz, see above.

(3) hedq,te, from hedateru, to seéparate, distinguish.
obe, see Note 2. .
ida., abbreviation of 1dakz, to embrace.
Jito, a man, a Hittite.
-7, profit, victory, law, rlght prmclple
" ‘do, a way, path.
shv,ka, as, t,hus, 0.
to, & door. - L
.« ki, evil. R Ce
ye, deﬁlemeuc pollutlon
rokuw, six.
yoku, lusts, sensuality. .
‘yadom, to sojourn, lodge, dwell i m.
. furita or furitta, preterite of furz, to drive away..
* terds, a Buddhist temple or monastery.
o " riyo, kingdom, dominion, estate, rule. }
e o tera, perhaps teri, to. shme, or abbreviation of fera- tera, Shi: ing. s

(4.) rigai; profit or loss.
shimai, to end, put away.
maye, former. ’
_fiho, wicked, unlawfual,
ma, ‘a devil.
nin, s man. . : .
gofu, *“a charm, or small piece of paper on which a sentence from the Bud— ’
) dhist sacred books is written by a pmest ;Hepburn .
. fuannat, unacquamted with,
ri,law,
kototart, to content, satisfy.
3 - shitate, subordinate, lower. : :
, o bai, oid form of hei, a fence,- partxtxon or wa.ll as seen, in the compounds
- . " ita-bei, a board fence, ishi-bei, a stone fence.
) _ mo, genitive post-position.
C © . toi, question, inquiry.
- ~ taye, part of the verb tayeru, to support sustam.
_ shiriyo, the spirit of a dead person.
- riyo, dominion, territory. :
" ide, part of the verb ideru, to go out.
" mumet, nameless, dxshonoumble. e A o
 shita, dead. , o Y
- yuwicet, a- ghost, spectre L :
naosht, to heal, cure, mend, rectify, dehver Irom.
tashita or tasshila, perfect.
tariodzu, old and more perfect form of taradzu, mcompebent la.ckmg, msuf-
) ficient,; unworthy.
T : ta,dzuwa, now tadzusawa-n, to join, partmxpate in.
! : . tera-terw, shining.
tatsu, part of the verb tachz, tatsu, to stand up. :
ide, see above. :
. muho, lawless, wicked. - See fuho, a.bove fu a.nd mu are negatxves
- . itoma, freedom, liberty from servxce, honoura,ble dxscha.rge. )
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