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During the past winter'there have been sent for my inspection,;and if

possible, for my decipherment, photographs of caskets, inscribed tablets,

and other objects, that were found some six years ago in some mounds in

Michigan.. The .first to*send me these photographs was Mr. C. I. iRoberts,

of Paris, Ont., a gentleman until then entirely unknown to me, vho was

led to consult -me by his study of. my volumes on. The iHittites. Mr.

Roberts was underthe impression that the oljëcts were of great antiquiti;

that the characters of the inscripti6ns were cuneiform:; and that one pic-

tured tablet represented-the Deluge.. Any one who bas seen the photo-

graphs will admit thaf, however iinprobable. these conclusions may seem,
there is much inthe aspect.of the articles portrayed to justify them. . As

a -photograph, however well taken is poor material for-the epigrapher, I
induced Mr. -Roberts to furnish·me with accurate drawings of s-uch mound

inscriptions as were in his possession, either as originals or as casts of the
originals. -He kindly provided me with four complete inscriptions and

several fragments. Of the four inscription's, two short ones belong to

separate sides of a terracotta casket ; the other two are on tablets, one cf

which contains the supposed Deluge scene.

On a careful examination of the workable material before me, I saw
that I bad to deal with something that was only new in the matter of

.grouping, in other words, with the old. Taranian syllabary. This sylla-

bary I was led into acquaintance with through Hittite studies, and, bav-
ing mastered its various forms and theii phonetie equivalents, [ haye

published many decipherments of inscriptions made in its protean charac-

ters. • Among these may be mentioned contributions to the Canadian

'Institute of Toronto on the Etruscan, Siberian, Lat Indian, American

Mound-Builder, and Sinaitic inscriptions. The Celtic·Society of Montreal

publisheti an article on the Turanian Inscriptions of the Isle of Man. For

the Rev. Wentwortb Webster, the author of Basque Legends, M. Henri

OShea, author of Là Maison Basque, ia Tombe Basque, &c., and M.·Vic-

tor Stempf, the Vasconist of.Bordeaux, I havetranslated several so-ealled

Celt-Iberian inscriptions found in: various parts of Spain.. During the

past winter, I deciphered for Seiior:.Don Juan Bethencourt Alfonso of

Tenerife a number of similar inscriptions found in Hierro, one of thè

Canary Islands. And, at·the meeting of the Australasian Association for
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the Advancement of Science, held last January in Sydney, N. S. W., Dr.

John Fraser submitted my translation of a few characters inscribed upon
a figure painted on the wall of a cave on the Glenelg river, which was the
work of ancient ship-wrecked Japanese, as far back as the twelfth cen-
tury A.D. The Association accepted my explanation, and Japanese. and

* PL:ATE I..

Basque scholars favour transations; in the ast of the La Indian and
Siberian inscriptions, ahd n the west of' the Etruscan, Celt-Iberian, and
similar documents. U unately, among philological ethnologists there
are few Basque aid J se scholars. I mention the above facts, not as
a matter of ostentatior& as a justificatioi,,endered necessary by much
incredujity, of my abi14 4o- read the old Turania.n cai'-acter.
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The oldest. civilizations of the world were Turanian, that is, they

were neither 'Semitie nor Aryan. Semitie writingo is old, and Semitic
speech was adopted by non-Semitié peoples, such as the Phoenicians. But
the rulers of men. were Turanians. Such weie the primitive Egyptians
whotn we would now call Malays and the Accadians .of Chaldea, who
might be termed Uralians. The lattet representing the Northern Tura-
nians of postponing grammar, and vocabulary that mediates between the

E l

3J~3

PLATE IL

Basqùe and the Japanese, are popularly supposed to have had no other
form -of writing than the cuneiform of Babylonia, and the Hittite hierogly-

hics. This is a radical misconception. They possessed a phonetic sylla-
bary, not an alphabet, from before the time of the patriarch Abraham.
Over 3,'000 inscriptions in it are found. from the Sinaitic Peninsula, and
-east of Jordan up into Syria. They have been called Sinaitic; Nabatean,
and many other names, and, because men have failed to decipher them,
they have been set aside as worthless. Most of the native syllabaries of
AsiawMinor, such as the Phrygian and Lydian, are of the same character.
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The inscription of Lemnos belongs to'their category, with the Etruscan
and other non-Pelasgie documents of Italy; and to these must be added
theCelt-Iberian of Spain and the Canary Islands. When the Turanian
was, driven into the north, as the Esthonian, the Finn, the Lapp, and the
Piet, he carried his runes with him4 even'as far 'as Greenland in the west.
The Teutonie and perhaps the Celtilc peopes seem.io have bor-rowed thee
from him, changing- the phonetic staff, and turning the syllabic into the
alphabetic to sui themselves; but most of the runic inscriptions are not
No-se, Gothie, and Anglo-Saxon, as their tianslators vho makethenyield
un'istorical rubbish falsely imagine. Their authors and theit languages
were and are Turanian, and the best key to them is the Basque.

Besides this westerly movement of Turanian peoples .and letters,
there was a more extensive.eastern one. When it first.began we are not
yct in a position to tell, but we know that it received a great impetus to-
wards the end of the eighth century B.C., when Sargon of Assyria broke

ittite empire in Syria, Mesopotamia and the adjoining countries.
The Turaniareld their own in Parthia, and exercised sovereignty there
from 255 B.C. till 226 A.D.. when Persian rule was restôed. They .filled
the rest of the Persian empire, in which scattered remains of their script
may be found; but it was in northern India that their empire, arts, civi-
lization. and letters revived under the religious forms of Buddhism. There
werc no royal Aryans then in India; they were simply for a time Brahman
.priests and councillors of Kshattriya or Turanian kings. When Buddhism

was i.evived. by the Saky prince who was called Gotama, the occupation
of the Brahman was.gone, and he became a merchant, a seaman and an
agitator. Te name of Prin:e Sidhartta bas nothing to do with the keep-
ing 0f cows, as the- Sanscritists transfate Gautama; it is pure Japanese
Go tama, the e cellent master. The Buddhist ipscriptions of India ard
in a form of the old Tura,4ian character; they aré the work of royalty,

-not of mendicant monks, as Prinsep, Cunninghanm and others have made-
them out to be ; a d ·their language, as-·I havé shown,.is pure Japanese.

T It is not in vain that Japanese historians derive their race from India.
An inte-resting facW us ênCanada'is that, in the Andhra"dynasty of

M ~~Lagadha, there reign d four Sataka-rnis and two Skandaswatis, names
we are familiar with as those of two founders of the league of thelIroquois,
Shadekaronyes and Sk ndaswati.

From before the Christian era on to the fifth century A.D., the
SBrahmans worked to overthrow Turanian and Buddhist rule; notdriv-
ing all.the Turanians >ut, but subordinating them as the three inferior
castes, and imposinge.all modified Brahmanism that contained many
elements of Turanian hq4thenism. As late as the seventh century,
Brahman kings were and weak in auth>rity. But, as early as th&
fifth century, the literary Turanian betook himself from northern India
to Siberia, càrrying bis Buddhism and his Buddhist scribes with him.
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About· the head waters o.f the Yenisei, and west and east of them, ho
built his.wooden cities, heaped his mouInds, and engaged in the chase and

in iwar. Still his inscriptious are in the sane character, if a little ruder

in form, and their Japanese is less archaie than that of India. The chief

nonarchs who reigned in Siberia appear in the Japanese anndls, which

do not tell, as do the rocks of~the Yenisci, that they ruled over the.Raba

and the Yoba iCta.· It is hard to decide, from the divérse data fui-nishd

by the Corean,-Japanese and Chinese bistorians, when the Turanians of

Siberia descended upon.Corea and northern China, over which they ruled

for about two centuries. The rule of the Khitan in Çhina is said to have
ended in 1123, ard is supposed to have begun before the middle of the

tenth century ; but they, were Coi-ea before the end of'the seventh.
The Corean alphabet is ýa much modified forr* of the Latldian and

Siberian syllabaiy, and, with the Cypriote syllabaiy and the-Aztee hiero-
glyphic system, ·onstituted my material for fixing the phonetie values of
the Hittite characters.

The Turanian writers -must have been .in Japan long before their
brethren conquered China, probably as early as the sixth century. This
we know, not from the Japaîaese annals, full of.Siberian, Indian and still
more western and ancient monarchs, going back to 660 B.C., bút from
the. mound-builder inscriptions of Ametica, and from the history of
Mexico. ,The most ancient date cf 1Mexican history is 717 A. ., naud the
oldest.nonuments on American soil which ai-e dated are the two stones
from Davenport,. Iowa, engraved in 793 and.795. Their dates are

Buddhist, è i-ckoning from the death of the sage in 477,B.C. Copies of
inscriptions in the Turaniancharacter froim Japan have been sent to me,
but they were.too much weathered to yield any satisfactory 4-esult. The

Japanese are said to have replaced their' ancient foirm of writing by
modifications 'of the Chinese in 285 A.D., under the advice of the wise
Wonin. This.is quite fabulous, as the Japanese were at that time in
India. But it is probable that -the change of:script took place during

the period of Khitan rule in; the celestial empire, which Lies somewhere.
between the sixth and the twelfth, century. - The mound-builder inscrip-
tions of America are all in the old character, although their dates extend
from 7- to 1261, and i am not aware of the existence of any American

inscription in the Japanese modifications of the Chinese form of writing.
Ban Nobutomo's work on old Japanese alphabets shows that the Japanese

are- now ignorant of their ancient form of written speech ; yet I have a
shrewd suspicion that it may be preserved among the arcana of Buddhist

priests in the land of the chrysanthemum. At any rate, il is *perfectly

evident that there is not knowledge enough of this old Turanian writing
ln the woi-ld 1 enable any one to forge it, as it lias been charged over and

again to have been done by American antiquarians, who have thus sought

to shield theii- own ignorance.
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I must not be unjust in this matter, nor.leave it to be understood

that America alone produces.sceptics. Mr. Roberts sent his photographs

and some memoranda with which I had furnis'hed him to the head of one

of the departments of the British Museum, who returned for answer this

remarkable piee of dogmatism: "In my opinion, the objects shown,&n

the photographs have not the least scientitie interest or importance, and

nothing founded on. them can. be. of the slightest value." The same

gentlemai favoured me with a note, cautioning me against the discovered

pbjects. Mr. Roberts's reception by the authorities of the Smithsonian

Institution was eqally chilling.. At the same time, so convinced is

he of the genuineness and unique character of the reniains taken from

the:.mounds, that he wished to keep the secret of their discovery,. and

gave me nothing more than the general statement that they came from

a part of Michigan which had not been explored by Professor~Cyrus

Thomas ·and his mound-visiting coadjutors of Washington. With this

meagre information I should have been compelled to rest content, had

not a secrild set of photographs arrived about the middle of March, this

time not fron Paris, but from Leafnington, Ont. They were sent by a

respected minister of that town, who was formerly one of my best stu-

dents. It will hardly be violating the confidence of pri4ate correspond-

ence to transcribe that part of his letter which relates to the photographs.

In regard to these the writer says:

"The story. of them is briefly this. A.young man visiting in this

section'recently brought these pictures to me, thinking that possibly I

might be able to decipher them. Of course I was unable to do so, and

expressed the desire that ho would leave- them wvith me, and I would get

your opinion about them. As far as I could learn from him, they were

found, about .six years ago, at a place called Wyman, near Mouit

Pleasant, Michigan: The circumstances connected with the discovery

were as follows: A man. was digging holes in the ground for the pur -

pose of erecting a fence,'and about three feet below the surface his spade

stnuck a stone, which appeared to give forth a hollow sound. He dug

around it, and unearthed a casket, which when opened he found to con

tain some tablets, with- curious inscriptions engraved on them. The

tablets when takea out of the ground were soft like clay, but when

exposed to the sun became quite hard. Of course, when this discovery

was made, the whole community was aroused, and they began to dig in

several other places, and on one spot, whiéh was mound-shaped, they

found the largest casket, containing other tablets. This one was very

much below the surface- of a mound on which there grew a pinezireè over

four hundred years old. The tablets were presei-ved, and a photographer

from Mount Pleasant took views of them, copies of which I arn sending

you This, in brief, is about all the information I could get about them.

le-that is, the man who brought them to me-said the people.living

8
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around there believed they were placed there by'the Chaldeans, but I
told thrm that in all probability they were similar to the tablets found in
MeXico and Peru."

From the two sets of photographs, which are miot identical, showing
that the collection.taken must have been larger than that in the posses-
sion of either of my correspondents, and from Mr. Roberts's communica-
tions, I gather that.the tei-ra-cotta caskets, surmounted by sphinx-like
and couchant winged animal figures, were at Icast five in number • that
either in or near them were found complete specimens of pottery, stone
dies for stamping the figures on the clay, pieces of copper larger than a
cent, having the appearance of coin, and some si: tablets, of whlich .one
is an effigy thoroughly mound builder in character. As I have already
stated, I have made no attempt to decipher any of the ta.blets but:the two
of which Mr. Roberts sent me faithful copies, nor of the legends of th-
caskets beyond two which lie also sketched for miy beiéfit. JIn the-
uninitiated they are calculated to inspir6 incredulity. Sphinxes and
cuneiform charaters, together with a deluge scene, seem ouI of place in
Michigan. Yet, sphinxes with men's faces such as these belong to the art
remains of Buddhist India, and doubtless are known in Japan. The
supposed êuneiform characters are not really sucb, those that have a
wedge appearance being few, and scattered among the ordinary types of
the Tur'naan syllabary. There are also some hieqg4phic or ideo-
graphic symbols with whiîh i1 am not familiar. .The deluge scene is
misnamed, as investigators might have learned ,had they only taken the
trouble to look at the object neàr the human figure on the top of the left
side of the tablet. It is-the stump ofa tree. and indicates that the thre
lower compartments are stages in the Buddhist under world.

The chief'peculiarity in the writing on tablts and caskets, whié, in
the old Turanian syllabary throughout the world, I have met but rarely,
is thegrouping of characters, either by simple superposition or by adhe-
renc..to a staff representing an open vowel or an aspirate syllable, such as
o, ha, ye. As the documents are ee lesiastical rather than histori.cai con
sisting of what might almost be called charms,-this mode of writing may
have þeen an invention 'of the moiks to add mystery to the formulas'of
their.creed. A few ideographs occur- in the tablets under consideration
such'as the figure of a man, hito, and that of a deer, skika. These are
simple enoug h; but more difficult are two conventional characters of mucli
importance that play a considerable part in the funeral ritual. - One of
themis a crenelle, not unlike the Egyptian hieroglyplic foi" water, ma.
But 'mn Turanian script, such a crenelle. has the consonantal value of nrather than of M, and has no relition to water directly. It may, how-
ever" represent the first syllable of the Japanese nami, a wave, which rises
ard falîs. With reduplication, this would give·anon, tranquillity, the Stoic
fratne Of mind which Buddhism exalts, although it is hard-to see how the
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restless wave is its type. The other ideograph resembles a crown, but

whether crowns were in use among Turanian monarchs or not, I have not

found its represen'tation symbolic in their writing. · It rather sets forth a I
mounitain range, the Basque.meta, mend the Japanese ydma, yamato, the

Iroquois onontes, a)plied to supreme poer, and the mata or mito, by

which I have rendered a sonewhat similar hieroglyphLic in the inscription

of the Cilician king iarkutimme. 1t probably represents the title amtida

applied to Buddha by the Japanese. .-The historians of. JJa'an indicate

that Amida was an. ancient god of the Sintoists, possibly the eponym of

Japan or yarnato, whose name,·as indicating supreme divinity, was.trans-
ferred by the Buddhists to their obijet of worship. In the Siberian in-

scriptions Buddha is. occa>ionaily called Anata, doubtless the Japanese>

ando, tranquiillity, but this is a uite different word.

I have already referred to mny translations of Mound-Builder inscrip-

tions in the Transactions .of the Canadian Institute. On the 15th of De-

cember,, 1897, thepaper containing these was read, and it set forth seven
inseribed stones; that of Yarmuouth, Nova Scotia, the so-cMled Northnan's

Wriften Rock near West Newbury, Mass.; the Grave Czeek stone of West

Virginih; the Plain Township and Brush Creek Stones of Ohio; anei two

tablets fron Davenport, Iowa. Ail these have been cried down as for-

geries by men who have or had the public ar, and who united to a dog-

matic assertion, that the aboriginal Arerican ncyev rose above the.stage
of pictorial: illustration, the epigraphic. ignorance that enabled them to

brave it out. Since my p per on A boriginal Americans Inscript:ions i

Phonetic Characters was ;yritten, I have received.copies of others. Ir.

A. CaÉneron, Presidcnt the Summer School of Science for theAtlantic

Provinces of Gang #rote me on the 16th of September, last ye,ar;.to the

following effect. "I write ini regard to the inscription.on page 50 of the '96

Volume of Trans. R. S. C. That stone has been knownesince 1812. About

three weeks ago, another graven stone was,found near the shore, about a

mile southwest of where the first one vas found. The inscription is in

two lines. The upper line is the same as the old one. The lower line

contains -only three charcters: Y. V. I. Will you be good enough to

teli me whatthis second liné means?" I imnediately replied to Mr.

Cameron's letter, informing him that these three characters have the

value ofku-be.-a, and that they denote the fact that Katorats, whom the

stones commemorgte, was a chief of the Kubekas,.or, in modern parlance,

of the Cayugas, whose ancient name solves the long vexed problem of the

origin of Quebec.

In the spring of last year, if I remember aright, Miss Cornelia Hors-

-ford, of Cambridge, Mass., was kind enough to send me a volume of the

Transactions Qf the Société Royale des Antiquaires du Nord, from the

libraryof the poet Longfellow -This volume is of May 14, 1859, and on

page 23 contains.an engraving of thie Monhegan stone, found by Augustus

10
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C. Hamlin,'of Bangor, in 1856,. on M<onhegan island, near the coast of
Maine. It is cut on a slab of rock. The lowerline is to be read first, and

the whole legend is':

aka toi ha ka obe mi to ra bei de to.to a re to ku

3 fu1 to3. That is to say:

(1) A-katoihaka ofi mito Raweideto to ar toki 73: Quatoghie, aged

No.Il

THEMoNbitEANTONE

1VINMxAVIYXXIAX Y

PLATE III.

king Raweideto, whò has years 73. Placing this legend in English order,

it reads: "Raweideto, aged chief of the Quatoghies, whose years wère

seventy-three." The Quatoghies were a Wyandott or Huron tribe that

were known historically as dwelling on the south side of Lake Michigan,

and who sold their lands to the English in 1707. They may have been in

Maine under Raweideto, when, the Cayugas under Katorats were in Nova

Scotia, bùt unhappily no date accompanies these monuments to tell us

11
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when thàt was. The characters of the Monhegan stoneý are precisely of
the sname nature as that of those of Yarmouth, N.S.

1 now proceed to an.examination of the Wyman inscriptions of Michi-
gan. of which I pos:ess copies that justify an attempt at interpretation.
By reference to the illustrations, it will be seen that I have first presented
the inscriptions as they stand, and secondly have analysed the Cpound
groups into their individual parts, furnishing also. a.eist of characters
with their phonetic values, which, so far as the vowels go, follow not the

NoIHI - 3r

V- 0 Z:tr 0. 0..

Ins ~ : i- Of

y 1 t if1- 1: n:

PLATE IV.

Engiish. but the European -continental pronunciation. The first inscrip-
tion, which is very irregular, is the- key to the: wholé It is from a side
of one of the caskets. That part of it which occilpies the principal space
reads as follows:

No. I.-hi ka ye o te o be ha ka ka de

2 Hiaye Ote obe haka ka de
Ilikaye Ote chief tomb house from

That is: "From the bouse of the tomb of the chief of the Ote (Utes
or Otos), Hikaye."

Hikaye in Japanese meansI "The Forbearing."-The three compound
characters in the margin read:

ko i go ta fu ki furi
koi gotafu ki furi

prayer whole-bòdy spirit to expel

A prkyer to expel the spirit from the whole body.

12
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Of greater interest is the second .side of the casket, which has two
lines of some length each.

No. II.hi ka ye go-ha ra ni se ha ra se ha ra yo he da te ru-
shi ta be i.yo bu da mi shi ta be i yo anon ya fa ya me no
amida bu da yo mi

Jikaye gohara nisehara jahara yo hedateru

Hikaye anger:spirit false-spirit depraved-pirit from separates.

shita bei yo Buda me shita bei yo ànonya fuyane no
dead warrior from Buddha eye dead warrior from Anonya hasten wil

Amida Buda yomi

Amida Buddha writing

Hikaye. The Buddhist writing Anonya separates between the
spirit of anger, the spirit of falsehood, the spirit of depravity, and .the
dead warrior*; and between the eye of Buddha aüd the dead warrior;
and the cbaracter Amida will hasten it."

The second line is.:

hi ka ye shi ri r to shi1 fu hi do ha ra go ha ra ha da mi ha ra sh ta

ta yo fu ya me no be da ta rü anon amida bu da yo mi

Hikaye, shi ri 2 toshi 1fu. ,Hidohara, gohara, hadamihara
Hikaye 4300 2year 120. Cruel spirit, anger spirit, naked body spirit.

shitata yo fuyame no hedateru Anon Anida Buda yomi
love from hasten will to separate Anon Amida Buddha writing.

Ilikaye, 12 hundred, i score, and 2 years. The Buddhist charac-
ters Anon and Amida (tranquillity and~Contemplation) will hasten to sep-
arate from the love of the spirit-of cruelty, the spirit of anger, and the
spirit of the naked body."

Here we have a dated inscription, perfectly clear and definite. Thé
date consists of 4 ri-toshis, which, as I have indicated in my essays on the
Siberian and Buddhist-Indian inscriptions, are periods of 300 years, 1 fu,
futachi or 20, and 2 units, making·in all 1,222years. The only Buddhist
era is that of the death of the founder of their religion, or his attainment
of Nirvana, which was 477 B.C. As he died in his eightieth year, his birth
must have been in 557. The 1222nd year of Buddha was A.D. 745, when
western Europe waS in a state of barbarism. It was only 28 years later
than 717, the most ancient date that American history presents, and 48
.years carlier than the period of the Davetiport inscriptions. A s pure
Japanese is found in many much later inscriptions than. this, but so far
there has come'to light no other trace of Buddhist ritual, nor any such
elaborate work of art as the Michigan mounds-have furnished. A war-
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rantable conclusion s.eems to be that Hikaye and his tribe, though so far
in the east, had, ùot been long out of Japan, and that, with à boldness
almost unparalleled, though reseinbling thenovements of the ,Huns In
Euro.pe and Asia, they had, withIneagre'a pliances, traversed the vast
extent of country from Oregon to Michigan in a single generation. They
may have been an offshoot of thê Utes, .after whom the state of Utah
was named.

The third inscriptioi is thaàtaccompanying the supposed Deluge
scene. The Leamington photographs also include such a scene, but the
characters upon it are qite different.from those on that furnished by my
Paris correspondent, although both bea-r the name of EHikaye. All the
complete lines begin, like those already deciphered, on the left, but t e
first is continued boustrophedon. The characters as separated read:

No. 111.-he da te o be.yo goha ra yo hi ka ye he da te ru anon ya
bu da i da hito ri do shika ri do

hc da te ru to he dLa te hi ye bûIda

ro ku yo ku ya dori he da te o be fu rita te ra yo
hi ka ye ri yo tera yo

(3 Hedate obe yo gohara yo Iikaye hedatera iAnonya
separated chief froim an cr spirit fro m Ilikaye separates Anonya

Buda ida hito ri do shika ri do
Buddha embracing man profit way as. profit way

"Anonya (tranquklity) searates between EHikaye, the departed
chief, and the spirit of anger; the path of profit of the man embriacing
Buddha as the path of profit."

fedatëru to hedate hi ye Buda
to separate door departed evil defilement Buddha

"The door to separate the defilement of sin from the departed (is)
Buddha."

Roku yoku yadori hedate obe furita tera yo likaye
six lusts indwelling departed chief has driven away temple from. Hikaye
riyo tera yo

kingdom shining from

"The departed chief ,has driven away the six indwelling lusts.from
the temple, froi the resplendent kingdom of iHikaye."

The last inscription is irregular. The first line reads from left to
right, and so does the second, but the third reverses the orde. The
fourth is like the first and second, but the fifth follows the third, while

14
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the sixth and seventh agree with the fourth; second and first. have

not included in these lines that which simply contains the name Hik e.

No. IV.-he da te ru r go i bur da yo mi fu ya me no shi-ma i

ma ye fa ho ma ni ni yo

go fu amida fu annai ri

ko to\ta-ri shi ta te ri yo he da te ba i fui no toi

ta yo\ hi ri yo shi ta te ri yo

3E:I.

(3) >A %/o:=41 :N::

(7) 31-.L*V0: Z :N- >i: I4I:-AI:>Y:< >O-

N:-: I<o: ?\.
PLATE V.

i de he da te ba i mu ma ye shi ta shi ta be i yo he da te

yu re ina o shi ta shi ta

ta ri o dzu fu mi no na o'shi ta shi ta yu re i-y

shi ta ni ni ta dzu wa shi ta ri yo te ra te ra

na o shi fa mi no ri yo shi ta he da te yu rei

ta tsu i de shimuh: baiyo i toime ba i

The translation of this.more xtensive document is as follows:

(4) 1. Hedateru rigai Buda yomi uyame no shimai m'aye

separate gain and loss Bud ha writing hasten will put away former

fuho ma nin yo

wicked devil man from

2. gofu Amidafuannairi

charm Amida unacquain ed. law



ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA

3. kotatari shitate'-riyo hedate bai fumi no toi taye

satisfy lower world separating wall writing of request sustaihs

shiriyo shitate riyo
spirit lower world

4. ide hedate bai mumei shita.shita bei yo hedate-[ated

go out separating wall dishonourable dead. dead warriorfromsepar
yurei naoshi tashita -

spirit heal perfectly.

5. tariodzu fumi no naoshi tashita yurei yo

unworthy writing of heal perfectly spectre from

6. shita nin tadzuwa shita riyo tera tera

dead manparticipates dead kingdom resplendent

7. noshi fumi no riyo shita hedate yurei tatsu ide

healed writing of world lower separated spirit rises goes out
shi muho bei yÔ itona bei

dead wicked warriors from free warrior.

The following is a.free, but, at the same time, an exact English ren-
dering of the above :

HIKAYE.

"Distinguishing gain and loss, the writing of Buddha will hasten.to

pu away from t.he man former wicked devils, (namely) the charm of the

lawf the unacquainted with Amida. To satisfy the separating wall of

the I wër world, therequest of the.writing sustains the spirit to go out

of thà lower world. The separating- wall (delivers) the dead warrior

from t- dishonourable dead (and) the separated spirit it heals perfectly,
Throug& the writing, the deficient are perfectly delivered fron spectres.

The deaý man participates in the resplendent kingdom of the dead.

Healed by the writing, the. séparated spirit.of the lower world rises and

goes out fAom dead wicked warriors, a free (discharged) warrior.

These documents enlighten us in regard to the character -of Buddhist

worship in\the eighth century. It'seenis to have been. largely a matter

of magic or charms; the priestly writin s in the iname of Buddha being

efficacious ,deliver the soul of the dea(i from any relation to the dead
body, fiom t Ie six lusts of the Buddhist six senses,.from spectres, from

the wicked and unaided dead,'and from the various stages of the lower

world. Our Indians of northern Asiatic origin have long ago lost al the

Buddhism their ancestors may have possessed, yet many of them still

retain veneration for written.documents which have in their eyes the
value of a fetish. It is of course possible that the priests practised and
taught the people to practise the virtues which are the opposites o? the

. 16
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vices their writings condemn. The vices conkemned are anger, false-

hood, di-uelty, depravity,.whatever that may stand for, .and the nak'ed
body-spirit, which probably was simply the savage in'stinct tht rejects

clothing. The eighth century Buddhist priests had at any .rate a mental
acquaintance with sin in various forms, with its punishment in a future
state, and with the possibility of redemption from that punishment.
But, in regard to the last of.these, the only means speciffed is the Buddhist
charm, a document written by.priestly hands. Apparently, the larger
the number of these charms the friends of the deceased could afford to
bury with. his body, the· more assured was his salvation. .Hikaye, being
a man of note, bad a large number of such passports to the under-worlds,
and the copper pieces found'in one of his caskets wére no dQubt. the fèe
of the· Buddhist Charon- who was to ferry hiin over the Styx in the vessel
mistaken for Noah's ark.

There is every reason to believe that American history bega'n, not- in
Mexico in the soutb, but in the north, and at first in the distant west.
Brasseur de Bourbourg says that the Othomis òccupied the mountains
and valleys of Anahuac long before the Nahuas and the tribes afterwards
known as'tbe Toltecs. Their chief city was Otompan. The Davenport,
Iowa, inscriptions, dated 793 and 795, are chiefly concerned wi.th a chief
namcd Maka-Wala, wrhose tow4r- or country I have transliterated as
Atempa. This reading of the name of Maka-Wala's kingdom arose out
of the poverty of the ol Turanian syllabary in America, wvhich, like
ancient Semitic and iodern Arabic, paid little.-attention to vpwel sounds.
Atempa may be, with equal jystice, read Otompa, which in -Japanese
would be O tomo fu, or4" t.he city of the great companion." The Otomos
were a great feudal family in Japan. Titsingh in his annals mentions
Otomo-no-Osi, son, of the thirty-ninth emperor Tentsi, in the. seventh
century, and Otomonò Sin the younger. brother of Saga-no-teno, the
fifty-second emperor, in the ninth. Saganoteno is·the Sakata of the
Siberian inscriptions, and the Shekingtang of Chinese history, who heads
the Khitan dynasty of China,. and his brother, on the Siberian monu-

ments, is called £Mi-tomo, the honorific prefix mi taking·the place of the
equally honorific prefix o. The Old Testament student is familiar with
the Othomi name in its Iebew form: Eshtemoa, the head of the Mlaa-
chathites or Massageta- (I. Chronicles iv.<19.) He- w-as the son of Naham
of Caleb.of Jephunneh of Ephron the Hittite, w-ho sold the cave of Mach-
pelah to Abraham. Macbpelah, after whom the cave was called, was
Ephron's father; Zochar, who in Genesis xxiii. 8 takes his place, being a
remote ancestor; and the name Machpelah is that of the king of Atempa
or Otompan, nane]y, Maka-Wala,.who.w-as killed by the Mekushi and
the Tolaku, under the chief Mashima, in 792.

Ottumwa in Iowa is some distance from Davenport, near which the
Iowa tablets were found, but it marks the site of Maka-Wahi's ancient'

Sec. Il., 1898. 2.
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principality ; and, on Amorican ground is the original Otompan of the

Mexi an historians. The Mekushi who fought against Maka-Wala.were

the ancestors of the Mexicans proper, and when, by way of the Mississippi,

the -rnade their way -sonthwaYd, they carried with. them the record of

this tbalconflict in the north. From these considerations I wasdisposed

to grd Iowa as the first theatre of American history as distinguished

fro barbaric wanderings. But Michigan now puts in-a claim.of forty-

The poverty of the following syllabary will explain apparént incon-

si ~cy in the rendering of vowel sounds and aspirates, and in the con-

sonalital forms k, t and. s, replaced by g, d and j.

open vowel or aspirate o, ha. ye, &c

v r ri 'IJ c cPite.: labial . b, f, r. v yllable'.
Vw syllable

'Y ku, gu ko, go.

ke. ge, ki, gi

il = + 4~ ~ Cdentals, d ndnsvlable

) ., sibilait<, s. ch, and j Syllables
d tz syllables.

0 b7,a El0 fr1 mmsyllables

3 EZ.Xn syllables.

r iýy1able,%.

-' \V~N,4~ '4%'anon.

amida.

ÝOWsLs, .&C., S cr

Saka.

\, beî

toi.

PLATE VI.

eight years' prioritiy, iii the person of Hikaye of the Otos or Jtes, who

appear to have been the same race as the Aztecs. of Mexico. The Mexi-

cans were a branch.of the Aztecs, and they again of the Chichimecs, now

represented by the Shoshonese of the Rocky Mountains. It is not impos-

sible that the Otos, who, like the Iowas, beloig to the·great Dakota fam-

ily, represent the descendants. of llikaye's tribe in retrogression, for no

trace of them is to be found in the east; but the probability is that the

Dakotas belong to a much later. tide of immigration, subsequent to that

of the Huron-Iroquois-Cherokee stock, which was by no.means one of the

18
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earliest to seek the shores of the New World. Whether Hikaye's tribe
was exterminated, or Iost its identity in some larger invading force, or
moved southward as the germ of Aztec monarchy to overthrow the
Toltec power in Mexico, we cannot for the present tell; but the ancient
records so far brought to light encourage us to hopî that, bcfore long,
frôm many valuable fragments, there may-be built up a consistent mosaiç
of American aboriginal history.
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ANALYSIS OF TuIE INSCRIPTIONS.

<1.) 4katoihaka, the Huron tribe called by the English Quatoghies.
oß, archaie form of the Japanese oi, aged.
mito, J. mi and to, the honourable door or Sublime Porte, of the same signifi

cation as .n-kado.
Raweidato, the name of the Huron chief, which may be equivalent to the

Iroquois Rawendio, "The Master."
to ari, original form of verbal suffix tari, "who is.'
toki means a season or time, and here stands for toshi, a year.
fu is an abbreviation of futachi, now hatachi, twenty. The numeration of

the Turanians was by scores.
to, ten.

2.) Hikaye, the Forbearing, name of a dead chief.
Ote or Oto, name of his tribe.
obe, old form of kobe; head or chief. Omo has the same signification.
haka, the tomb.
ka, the bouse.
de. postposition, with, by, from.
koi, desire, prayer.
gotafu, archaic form of gotai, the whole body. Many original endings in fu

have been reduced to i. See Aston's Japanese Grammars.
pohara, anger, but composed of go, anger, and hara, mmd'or spirit.
niseha:ra, composed of nise, to falsify, and hara.
jahara, composed of ja, depraved, and hara.
yo, old postposition, from, now yort.

hedateru, to separate.
shita, dead.
bei, old form of hei, a soldier. Many Japanese labials have been reduced to

aspirates.
yo, sec above.
Buda or Futa, Buddha.
me, the eye.
shita, see above.
bei, see above.
anon-ya, the place or manner of tranquillity.

fuyame, now.hayame, to hasten.
no, sign of futurity.
Amida, a Japanese tifte of Buddha which the lexicons fail to explain.
yomi,. writing, reading, written character.
shi, four.
n or more fully ri-toshi, a cycle of 300 years. See.niy Siberian Inscriptions,

Transactions.of the Canadian Institute, April, 1892, p. 279.
toshi, a year.
fu, see ënd of Note 1.
Itidohara, composed of hido, cruel, and hara, spirit.
ohara, see ote 1.

hadamiharacomposed of hadami, naked body, and hana.
shitata, now shitai, shitaota, love, long for.
yo, fuyame, no, hedateru, see above.

.21
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Anon, a.Buddhist charm, meaning literally "rest," ease, tranquillity.
A mida, see above.
Buda yomi, see above.

(3.) hedite, from hedateru, to se'parate, distinguish.
obe, see Note 2.
ida, abbreviation of idaki, to embrace.
kito, a man, a Hittite.
ri, profit, victory, law, right, principle.
do, a way, path.
shika, as, thùu, so.
to, a door.
lU, evil.
ye, defilement, pollution.
ro/lc, six.
yoku, lusts, sensuality.
ycadori, to sojoui-n, lodge, dwell in.
furita or fui-itta, preterite of furi, to drive away..
tera, a Buddhist temple or monastery.
riyo, kingdom, dominion, estate, rule.
tera, perhaps teri, to shine, or abbreviation of fera-tera, shining.

(4.> rigai, profit or loss.
shimai, to end, put away.

maye, former.
fuho, wicked, unlawful,
ma, a devil.
nin, a rman.

gofu, 'a charm, or small piece of paper on which a sentence from the Bud-
dhist sacred books is written by a priest."-Hepburn..

fuannai, unacquainted with.
ri, law.
kototari, to content, satisfy.
shitate, subordinate, lower.
bai; old form of hei, a fence, partition or wall, as seen in the compounds

ita-bei, a board fence, ishi-bei, a stone fence.
no, genitive post-position.
toi, question, inquiry.
taye, part of the verb tayeru, to support, sustain.
shiriyo, the spirit of a dead person.
riyo, dominion, territory.
ide, part of the verb ideru, to go out.
mumei, nameless, dishonourable.
shita, dead.
yuei, a ghost, spectre.
naoshi, to heal, cure, mend, rectify, deliver from.
tashita or tasshita, perfect.
tariodzu, old and more perfect form of taradzu, inconmpetent, lacking, insuf-

ficient, unworthy,
tadzuwa, now tadzusawa-ni,. to join, participate in.
tera-tera, shining.
tatsu, part of the verb tachi, tatsu, to stand up.
ide, see above.
muko, lawless, wicked.· Seefuho, above; fu and .mu are negatives.
itoma, freedom, liberty from service, honourable discharge.
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