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Lune, 10 die Junii, 1835.

01 dered Tuar a Select Committee be qppomted to take into consideration the Duties

. on lm\her, and to report their Observations thereupon to The House.

And a Commlttee ‘was appomted of —

‘Mr. Poulett Thomson, Sir Richard Vjvyan.

-Sir Robert Pecl. - ‘ Mr. Warburton.
Mr. Chaucellor of the E\(,hu,uer , Mr. Aaron Chapman.
Mr. Labouchere. ‘ © Mr. William Ord. ‘
~ 8ir James Graham. e ‘ Mr. Bannerman. ’
Mr. Robinson. ‘ o Mr. Hawes.
- Mr. Hutt. I ~ Mr. Stewart Mackenzie.
Lord Viscount Lowther. o Mr. Hawkins.
Mr. Ewart. S Mr. Bingham Baring. - ,
 Mr. Grote. : ‘ Mr. Patrick Maxwell Stewart,
- Mr. Alderman Yhmnpwu ‘ Mrf. Callaghan. :
© Mr. Strutt. ‘ - Mr. Tulk.
~ Mr. Herries. : ‘ Mr. Charles. Arthur. W‘xlker
Mr. Roebuck, ' ‘ - ‘Mr. William Smith O’Brien.
My, George Frederick Young. : Mer. Vernon Smith,
Mr. James Oswald. . My, Ingham.
Ordm ecl T the Conimittee have power to send for Persons, Papers and Records.

O:dered THAT hve ha the Quorum of the Committee.

I/encrzs, 5° die Julli, 183;,

Or flered THA'I‘ the Wood Dutxes Bnll be referred to the Commxttee

Vener. z's, 140 die Augusti, 1835.

Ordered TraT the Commnttee have power to report their OPmson tocether ‘mth the
Mmutes of Evidence taken before them. o

. THEREPORT- - -~ - - - - - o~ = < -opii
‘-’;;]MIL\UTES OF EVIDENCE BT
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. ‘Due, wnthout any auvmentatxon of the Duty on Coloma] Tlmber. S

| j»hlngdom

REPORT

THL SELECT COMMITTEE appomted to take into consnderatxon SR
‘the Duries on TIMBEE, and to report their Obser+’ atlons theres 3 e
upon to The House ; }and to whom several Petitions upon the Tlmber
Duties presented to The House in the present Session, and a Bl]l to

. provide for the bottor Collection of the Duties on Wood, the produce

- of places in Europe, were severally referred ; and who were empowered
~ to report their Opinion thereupon, together 1 with the Miw UTESof the
Evipence taken before them, to The House :——Hav E,. pursuant; : ‘,
“the Order of The House, examined the Matters to them refex red and ,

" have agreed to the tollowmg RESOLUTIONS :

ESOLVED TIIAI‘ it ‘1s the opmlon of tlns C ommltlee, thdt lhe
&Y present mode  of taking the Duties on Deals is susceptlble of
‘improvement ; and that this' Committee would recommend that a‘mode -
be adopted, which shall approach more ne'arly toa payment docordmg o
“to the contents of the Deals L : : ‘

Resolved TI[A’I‘ it 18 tho oplmon of this Commlttee, that the dlﬂ"erence
of Duty of 455. now imposed by Law upon Timber the produce of
Europe, as compared with Timber the produce of our North Amencan
'Colomes, 1s too- gleat, and may be 1educed o

Resolved TIIAT it 1s the opinion of thls Commnttee, that, hdvm due
regard to the interests ‘which have been’ created in the Brmsh ‘North
American Colonies by the system hitherto pursued and.to the! represen— :
“tations of the Shipping Interest, a reduction of the Protectwe Duty, not
exceedmg 15s. per load appeaxs to them to he a fau‘ arr.m«ement ‘

Pesoloed Tiar itis the opmxon of this Commlttee, that such reduc- g
‘tion be made, so far as’ may be consistent with the interests of the Reve-‘

Resolved THAT it is. the opmxon of tlns Commlttee, that, ine 'my dl.t
" ration made, such ‘alteratlons should not eﬂ'ect the Shlpments made in}
- the year 1836 " ‘ e ' :

Resolved THAT it is the oplmon of this Commlttee, that thele should:‘
" bean umform mode of takmcr the Duty on. Deals throughout the Umt‘ g

1Must1835] o

"




LIST GF WITNESSES.

b v——

Jovis, 110 die Janii, 1835.

- James Deacbn Thone, Lsq. - -
Martis, 160 die Junii, 1830
o Jolm Mitchell, Lsq. - - = p.22
-+ “Jokn Dickson, Lsq. 'md} _ oy
' Pelcl chl.son Lsq. P- 33

, Venen< 19° dxc Junii, 1835

65

Go |

Rlcllald Norman, Esq. - - p- 43
‘]]cm Y James Presco{t Esq. - p.
~ Martis, 23° die Junii, 1835.
o ]Ienr_y James Prescolt Esq. - p.
- William Bateman, lisg. - - p.68
1~ua¢ Solly, Esq. - -~ - - p.81
Venerls, 260 dle Junu 1830 ‘ |
I¥illiam P(uke1, Esq.- - - pg1
Isaac bolly, Esq. - - - P- 103
. Martls 300 die Junii, 1835
"Jo/m M‘Gregor, Esq. - - - - p.120
: »Jolm I\ zlson, Esq - = =p.138
Venens, 30 dne Ju]u, 1835 ‘
Jolm Neilson, Esq - = =plag
\ - ’Vlams,7 dle Julu, 1b35 |
1 Henry Bhss, Esq - - - p 157

" Veneris, 100 die Julii, 1835.

Veneus 7° die Auo'ustl, 1835

- Henry l}’a;bztrton, Esq. 1. «P.- - p.

Mr. Samuel Revans -~ - - p.174
Mr. William Pemberton - - ‘p. 189

| Martis, 14° die Julii, 183,, ‘
Mr, John White -~ - - - p; 200
MMr. (zeorrre Baker - - -p.2n
| Venens, 170 die Julu 1835.

- Mr. Joln Armstrong -~ - - p.21g

- Sir Robert szrl.e - - -p 2297‘

1 ~ Martis, 21° die Julu, 1835
My, Allan Gilmour, and o 2ar

- Mr. William Allan, jun. ‘ p-, ‘ 35

© Mr. Jumes Dozue N p. 249

« Venene 040 dxe Juln, 1835 -

" Mr. Robert Carter .- .- -p.258
Mr. Robert Anderson, and} , . -8
Mr Henry BIclml e pz,

Marhs, 280 dle Juln, 1830 ’
Mr. John Spence - -  -p.2gb

Mr. John lele) .= = - p307

Veneris, 31° die Julu, 1835 |
Jolm Astle, Bsg. -~ - - p.318
Mr. Alexander Deane - -~ - = - p- 325
IlIr Wallmm Muzr - -»p 3 3"

337



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Jovis; 11° die Junii, 1835.

THE, RIGIIT HON CHARLES POULETT THOMSON

"IN THB CHAIR

James Deacon Hume, Esqulre, called m and anmmed

YOU were forme:ly of the Custom~llouse, and are. now of the Board of James D. Hume,
".lnude ?—Yes. R ‘ Esq.
| . Are you then able to give the Committee an account of the proaress of the -
" dutles on timber for a series of years *—The rates of duties charged, ‘and not the 11 June 1835
" produce, [ presume, is meant.’ I will commence with the year 1787, when S
a general consolidation of customs and other duties took p]ace and then the duty -
on all the timber was 6 s. 8d. the load of 50 cubic feet in a Bnmsh ship, and 2d.
* morc in a foreign ship. - In 1793, two years after the commencement of the war,
Parliament benan to lay on additional duties, with a view to revenue ; and T have
an account here of the addmons, which I will deliver in. The’ hrst four small
~ additions are hardly worth stating; but in 1801 the whole duty hadrisento14s. 8.
- the load in a British ship, with 3d more in a foreign ship.. In 1803 the dutyin .~
a British ship was raised to 1/, 2. 6 d., with an addition of 10d. in 2 foreign slup
- In 180y another consolidation took place ; and then the. duty was 1/ 7. 4d in
" a British ship, with an addition of 1s. 4d. when in a foreign ship. In 1810,
" which is the commencement of the. protective system, those duties were doubled ;.
they were, therefore, 2/. 145. 84. the load in a- British ship, with an addition of : T
" 25. 8. in a foreign ship. . In 1813 an addition of 25 per cent. on all customs’ -~ L
~ duties was 1mposed makmw 3L 4s.114d. in a British ship,” mth an. addmon of -
3. 2d. in a foreign ship. “That was still during the war. : :
3. That was w hen the Prussian government was freed from the French mﬂuence P
- —It must be about that period ; “but as there was an increase of 25 per cent. alike -
. on all customs’ duties, it must have been mtended, in any case, for revenue alone. ‘
" In 1819 another consolidation took place, and then the duties of customs were put
on a footing adJusted to a state of peace. . "Many of the daties of customs had been .
termed “ war duties,” and intended to be temporary ; they were now almost all added
- toand consolidated with the permanent dulles. " The duny on timber was now made
‘31. 5. the load in a British ship, with~ 38 addmon in a foreign ship. " In 1821 .
the timber duties underwent a peculiar revision; and the load of timber in a British
~ ship was then settled at 2/ 15 s., with an addmon of 25.9d. ina forexgn ship:: . - oo
..10s. a load was also then 1mposed on Colonial timber, and for the ﬁrst time thats . 7 ‘
. any duty was paid upon that artlcle at least, :I should say, that Colonial timber.
~+ was virtually free.up to that time. It thus appears, that since 1795 the duty had -
- risen from 6s. 8d. aload to 241 55 : and that the protectlon to the Brmsh shlp

t had been swelled from 2 d a load to EN gd

T aaei e,

e . [I7le I’Vtmess delwered in tkepaper.]w |




: James D Hume, ’

Eaq. -

11 June 1833,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE

Progrrss of the Duties on European Fir Timber, from the Year 1787.
‘ Ina Ina .
Years. ACTS. DUTIES. British Ship, | Forcign Ship,
o the Load, the Load. -
Additional.
‘ - £ os.d) £oso doy £00s do
1787 | 27 Geo. 3, c. 13 | Consolidation Aet - - - -] = 6 8| - - 2
1795 | 35 Geo. 3, c. 20 | Additional - - - - 3 4} -10 - -
1796 | 87 Geo. 3, c. 15 | 5percent. - - - - - 6} -10 6 2}
1797 | 37 Geo. 3,¢.110| Ditto - - - - . - 6] -1 - } T A
1801 | 41 Geo. 3, c. 28 | Additional - - - - g3 8] ~14 8| - - 3
1802 | 42 Geo. 3, c.43 | Ditto - - - e~ 2 2! -1610 —
1803 | 43 Geo. 3, c. 68 | Consolidation Act - - - - 1 - -] = - 9
— | 43 Geo. 3, c. 70 | 12 } per cent, additional - - 2 6| 1 2 6| - .- 10
1804 | 44 Geo. 3, ¢. 53 {124 - - ditto - - - 2 6} 1 5 ~| - - 11}
1806 | 46 Geo. 3, ¢. 42 | 8% - - ditto - - - 1 8] 1 6 8| - 1 -~
1809 | 49 Geo. 3, c. g8 | Consolidation Act - - - -} 1 7 4| - 1 4
1810 | 50 Geo. 3, c. 77 | Additional ~ - - 1 7 4} 214 8| - 2 8
1813 &3 Geq. 3, ¢ 33 {25(15:; C(il‘lt. or-lpermanent} 10 3| 3 41| - 3 2
1819 | 59 Geo. 3, c. 52 { Consolidation Act - - - -t 35 - -3 -
1821 | 1 &2 Geo.4,¢.37 | Reduced - - = =10 ~-| 215 «|.,- 2 9

I have a sumlar account with regard to deals, and I would subnnt to the Com-

"I mittec, that timber and deals form so lar ge a proportion of the whole wood trade,

' that perhaps the subject will be most conveniently considered with reference 'to .
- them chiefly, I have therefore directed my attention more particularly to those two
' articles.

The account which I have prepared in regard to the progress of the
duties, and which I propose to deliver in, is framed in a way to show, as far as I

" am able, theeflect of the char ge of duties on deals by tale, with reference to the

~duty on thewn by the load, and the duty on timber.” When the duty on timber
was 6. 8 d. the load, the duty on deals under 20 feet in length, was 2 L. 13s. the,

~ hundred (that is the long hundred of 120 pieces). This duty lasted to 1795,

between which year and 1801 four small separate. additions were made. - In

- - 1801 (when the duty on timber was 14 5. 84.) the duty on the 120 deals up to 20

" convenience armng

T o

feet in length, was 57 16s. 9d. In 1802 it was increased to 6/, 8s.
Was there no_ discriminating duty on deals between British and foreign
‘ shlps ?—Yes, but it bears so near a proportion to that on timber, that a knowledge
“of the difference on the logs will guide the mind with regard to the deals. In
* 1809, the duty on the long “hundred of deals of the same descnptlon, was 81, 155.

" In 1810, all the wood duues were doubled and therefore the 87. 15s. then became

17 . 10s. In1813,the 25 per cent. before mentioned was added, making the duty B
"ol 155. 74d.  In 1819, by the Consolxdat:on Act of that year, the duty was
made 20/ 15s. 8d. ‘ ‘
5. The effect of consolidation was rather to ‘raise it?—It put on only a half-,
penny to get rid of a fraction.
duty was then'made 19/ upon the 120 deals, not more than 16 feet long, and |

21, upon deals from 16 to 21 feet long : the effect of so much rise of duty under .

" 'so large a latitude with regard to lenﬂths, had long been very injuriously felt, and

thcrefore this new scale was adopted with & view to reduce, in some degree, the in-
from it. When the duty was only 21. 13s. the 120, the charge-
upon each deal was 5id. In 1802, the charge upon.each deal had become
15.0%d. In 1809, the charge per deal had risen to 15.5% d.

11d.

consequently the dut) bore an understood proportlon to the quantlty of timber in
the 120 deals.

~bring in as much wood at a given ratc of duty as possible. .

" which the duty by the load on deais from some quarters is very consnderably be-f

“Jow the duty by the load on timber. ‘
6 ln 1821, whcn the scale of dxmensnons was chanoed and a new ra.te of duty;»
AR ‘ S o fixed

In 1821 the scale of dimensions was changed, the

“In 1810, it was
| ‘Previous to this, or ‘approaching to this time, all deals were of 'the
~ length of 12 feet; the right of extending them to 20 had not been availed of, and

As the rate increased in the manner described, it became thid inte- .
. rest of the parties to make the deals asilong as they pombly could, in. order to
. The consequence of - -

,‘wluch has been, that a_practice has arisen in the timber countries, by means of ..~




N TIMBER DUTIES. 3.

Lo

d on the Cdionial deals for the first time -—~Yes, 2/.

.. fixed, was there any dutyfixed on the Cd or the first ' James D. Huor
"~ a hundred, as against{the‘;&@,l;‘;(fdr[:th'e"&lﬁ feet lengths, and 2/ 10s. as against the .~ Esq.: -

22 . for the 21 feet lengthsg - But I belieye that we receive none but 12 feet deals

* from the Colonies ; and of cource none 4f these liable to the higher rate.  The -1t June 3835
“'duty therefore on the Colonial deals is about .one-ninth of that on the European .

- deals, and the duty on the . Colonial log is about one-fifth. that on the European
log. ' ‘ R ‘ S

[The A‘ccow‘zt‘ivas‘,del‘z"beréd in]

‘ ’Pnocnnss of the Duties on 'Europeé.n Ti:r;ber‘and Deals, frbu‘x‘t‘h‘e Year 1787,:When ‘ :
" Imported in a British Ship. .~ . - S

‘ o .| Duty on ’I‘iqxbcr, Duty on De}lls Lengths of Deals | Amount of Daty = .~
YE‘ARS' - the Lond, " ,3? ‘?ﬁ:e;qé?mk’ in feet. ~ on each Deal.
o L £ s.d | £'s. d | Fet. | 5 d
178 - - -] - 6 8 213 - | 8to20 | -5}
1795 - - - ~10 - | 319 6. |- ditt. o
176 - - -] -10 6 4 3 6 ]- ditto,
1797 - = = =11 - 4 7 6 |- ditto. :
1801 - - el =14 8. 516 g |- ditto. *
1802 - - - -16 81 6 8 - j--ditto - 1 -3} ‘
. 1803 - - - 1 - - 6 8 ~ |- ditto :
- N 1 2 6} 7 4 - ditto.
- 1804 - - - 1.5 -1 .8 - ~ ditto. - g
, 1806 - - - 1.6 8 | 810 8 |- ditte. .
1809 - - - 1 7 41 815 - |- ditto =~ 1. 54
1810 - =<l 2148 | 1710 - |- ditto - 211
1813, - - - 3411 | 20 15 73|~ ditto. ‘
1819 - - =~ 3.5 - 20 15 8§ |- ditto, . "
1821 .- 2.15 = 19 - - | 6to16 3 2
— = = =l - -l 22 = - | 16to21 |

7. Can you show what the consumption of timber has been during those years .-
~+to which you have alluded >—T have an account of the total imports of timberin ..
" the log. A similar account of deals may be made out; but the proportions can ' .
. -be assumed, I believe, sufficiently for any general estimate. I have this account
- from 1788 to the present time. - I begin it with the year 1788, for the sake of in- ‘
cluding the five years last before the war. In those five years the average con- = ..
- sumption of imported timber was 222,057 loads in thelog. .~~~ "~ o
- 8. Is that all kinds of timber, or Baltic ‘only?—Both Baltic and Colonial; '~
. 210,396 loads were from Europe, and 2,660 from the Colonies. B

. 9. Does this include Ireland 7-—Yes, this is for the United Kingdom. = T beg to
' observe: that this is made up from  public documents to which I have had access; =
-+ the particular Custom-house accounts which are expected. for the present occasion, = =
' are not yet delivered, and therefore in case any discrepancy should appear in the =

~ figures I now speak from, I feel confident it will be only in small amounts.. Ican-
- . not be sure that the account may not include some trifling quantities of other timber. ..
' than fir. . In‘the next five ‘years from 1793 to 1797, five years of the war, the = -
. 'whole amount had fallen to 165,825 loads, of which 164,600 came from Europe, =~
. "~and 1,225 from the Colonies. "~In"the course of this period the duty had been '
" raised to 105, In the five years from 1798 to 1802, the average annual con-
.. :sumption of imported timber was 180,935 loads, of which 178,019 loads came
. from Europe, and 2,916 from the Colonies. L T
7. ~10. What was the, duty then?—From 14s. 8d. to 16s. 2'd. ‘the Ioad. The = -
. ‘mext quinquennial average -was from 1803 to 1807, when the whole quantity im-
~ported stands 249,010 loads, of. which 232,477 was from Europe, and 16,553 from
- the Golonies. . In this period the duty had risen to 1/. 6. 8d. The next average -
~from 1808 to 1812 gives atotal of 194,255 loads, of -which 73,718 only were ..
from Europe, and 120,537 from the Colonies ; the duty in this period had been till -
11809, 14 75. 44, and: the remainder of the. period, 27 14's. 8d. - It:may be !
vell here to observe, that this cycle’ includes the year 1810, ‘which was the first
‘year of the avowed protection..; 1813 is a'year for which we cannot get accounts,
consequence of the destruction of ‘the . Custom-house by fire, It fortunately




James D. .{ume, happem, that it is a yem of the tranamon in‘on

: ?E‘q

"2 22 June 1835

e MINUTES OF kVIDENCE T

“had better be mentloned the year 1814, the trade of ‘the Colonies, I'believe, was |

~of 10s. was imposed upon the Colomal timber, reducing. the difference between the-’

~of 602,793 loads, of which 191,890 were bxouﬂht from Europe, and 410,903 from

“ : ,r‘yeaxs of the whole penod fnom “hxch the state of the. trade two years befoxe and
"' two years after 1821 will be seen, In 1819, when the whole import was 442,157

Mi;Colomal -In 1821, the whole quantity was 416,765, of which 99,202 was Euro-
pean, and 31 7,563 Colomal In 1822, ;he whole qua.mtv w as 48 ,980, of" which

north of Europe, and’ it may be left out perhaps: ‘ngut injury- ‘to*the’ subJect.
I take, therefore, the average of  five years, from1 §1 1818, and it' gives'a total
of 273,453 loads, of which 1: 25,855 came from Europe', and 147,59, from the

olonies. I would beg to state a peculiarity in one of ‘these years, which perhaps

very much mterrupted by the American war, and to which only I can attribute the
circumstance, that in that year only 50,790 loads came from the Colonies, although' -
in 1812, 171,795 had come from thence ; while in the same year, - 126,289 loads»y‘

were the imports from Europe \\hlch had furnished only 27,1 ,o loads in 1812..:" R
This’ great change, back again as it were to the former proportions, can only, I'\f R

: behevc, be accounted for by the mnstlnnr war at that time with’ Amenca

11. What was the duty from 1814° 10 1818 7—It may be called 3/. 53 The i |

" next average of five years, from 1819 to 1823, gives a total of 452,158 loads, of -

which 116 600 was imported from Europe, and 33J,556 from' the Colomes, the X
duty then being, first, 34 5s. until 1821, with no duty on.the Colonial timber;
but in 1821, the duty on the foreign . tlmber was reduced to 2/. 155, and a duty

two, from 34 5 5. to 2/. 5. 'The next average, from 1824 to 1828, gwes a 'total

the Colonies : ; the duty still. beln(r 2/ 158 on the Emopean tlmber, and 10 s, on

“the Colonial. The last of these qumquenmal averages which I have formed is from = -

1829 to 1833 ; the average-quantity imported in that period was 535,466 loads, of - |
which 122,783 came: from Europe, and 412,682 from the Colonies; the duty still
continuing 55s. on the European nmber, and 10s. on the Colonial.: I have also.
computed the-per-centage proportions of the two sources.of supply durmg these '
nine periods. In the first three the Colonial timber was one per cent. of the whole;
that is,  in the first 15 years up to 1802, 99 parts came from Europe and une from‘,ﬁ

- the Colonies. In the five years from 1803 to 1807, the Colonial timber was six' - .

per cent. of the whole.. In the next five years, from 1808 to 1812, the Colonial = - Sl
timber was 62 per cent. * In the five years (leaving out 1813) from 1814 t0 1818, . .. . -

“the Colonial timber was 54 per cent. In the five _years from 1819 to 1823, the L

Colonial timber was 74 per cent. 'In.the five years from 1824 to.1828, the Colo- .
nial timber was 68 per cent.; and in the five years from 1829 to 1833, the Colo-‘
nial timber was 76 per cent. o

[The same was delivered in, and read, as follozbs ]

ABS’l‘RACT.;—Imports‘of TrMBER into the Urited Kingdom.

. Avesage Quantities in each Period, . 1" Per Centage Proportinn.
Periooe of F?ve Yecars cnc)x; rom lhe}‘g:’?ﬁsh BUEDTIEETE I o R e
‘ ‘ the Bahic. North American ‘ ‘TOTA‘L" .| BALTIC. COLONIA‘[-‘" P
. , Coulonies, . . Lo
. ‘ : ) 7 Louds. B Loads. v * Loads, . B Per Cent. | . Per Cent. . '
“ 1 | From 1788 to 1792 | - 219,396 2,660 | 222,057 | 99 | v
2| — 1793 - 1797 | 164,600 | - 1,205 | 165825 | g9 | .. 1 -
.31 . — 1798 ~ 1802 | ‘178,019 | . 2016 | 180,035 | 99 i . i1 |
4 — 1803 - 1807 | 232,477 | 16,533 | 249,010 . .94 | : 6 -
" 51— 1808 — 1812 | 73,718 | 120,537 | 194,255 | .38 | . 62
S 6 — 1814 —1818 | 125855 | 147,507 . 273453 | . 46 | 54
.7 — 1819 ~ 1823 | 116,600 | 335556 | 452,158 (1| 260 . lgq 0
&) — 1824 ~ 1828 | 191,890 | 410,903 | - 602,793 . | « 32 | 68 ..
9| =~ ‘1829 - 1833 ‘ ,122,783‘ 412,682;; "535,460" et 76"]«‘1“‘_

I mll now put in an account showmg thecc partlculars separately for each of. the

loads; the Europem proportion was 119,257, and the Colonial 322,920. . In 182
the. whole quantity was' 373,654, of which 63,841 was’ European, , ‘and 307,813




Cr

137;2 “48 was European, and 345 741 was Colomal
was 545,219," of ‘which’ 161,472 was: Eumpean, and 383, 747 was Colonial.

12, What ' was’ the quantlty in'1833 >—"The whole- quantity was 521,524 loads,‘ L
“”of which, 104,694 was’ Luropean, and *416,830 -was Colonial, ‘which owes as 

Jnearly as possible four-fifths to the Colonies; and one-fifth to Europe.

In 1823, the whole quarmty James

ar June1835

'15."In the qumtenmal period from 1824 to 1828, the average is larger- than m(:,‘ o

e;ther the preceding or the succeeding periods ;-can’ you tell what-proportion of that

(=3

'/ is attributable to the imports of 1825 7-~The importations of 1824, 1825 and. 1826:
- ‘are considerably larger than in any other- year before or since.

0

Can account exhlbltmg 1he amount of each year from 1788 o 18 33, mcluswe.. .

[T/le same was. delzvered in]

L will: deliver in

| AN ACCOUNT of Tmmm consumed in the United chrdom, in each Yeax from 1788

.. to 1833 inclusive ; showing the Quantities imported from the North’ American Colonies
and from hurope lespechvely ; torrethel with the Duties thereon durmg that Period.

HE

. N ‘vlmported fronil ‘ . " Dutie y
C'YEARS, North American .. | Total Consumption, utieson

Colonies, -

fImpo‘rch

.. from Europe. " Europcan Txmbcr.,

‘Per Load,
£..s0d

" - Loads. - .
- 209,162,
181,742
. 227,786
. 211,608 .

279,987 -
192,404
170,583

. 147,619
199,959 .-
© 118,564
142,649
.. 150,400,
191,936
161,869y
257815
092 683‘ -

i 2go, 264"
261,735
aboiyg
o maongr
- 87,
145, 089‘
260,939
279,047 -
198,971

177,079
316,715
233,502
1+ 249,326,
390,554
442057
v L oqBp65
345741 b 482 ,989”;_ M
388747 L 545,219 |
415,363 1 611,263
467,625 |\ 754,496
455800 . | . 611,878
343,202 | " 516,585
372 :5"6{*,” ‘
1393472

o "Loads.”
' 203,482
- 179,530 -
- 227,638
209,072 .
- 277,261
189,740
169,710
147,384
199,119
117,051 -
141,042,
148,280
189,331
- 158,770
T Tope, 672‘”

| d8ogg0

I.oads

‘ 5;680
Lo2,212 ¢
SR V't
2,536
2,726
-2,064
‘:‘ } 872 .

- 235

" 840~
1,513 -
¢ 1,607 v
. 2,126 0 |

" a6

© 8,099
5143

c 1312,133 o

Lk 270,429, o a83s
Co24817 o0 13,008
1445054 | <. 16,120
| 213,636 ) 26,561
b 54,260 90,829‘;_ r
A ;.’1356065" 125,313‘.1;
124,762 Jeoli 154,282 )
27,170 ‘171,795
“Records destloyed by f7ire 2 |
126,.89 50,790 - |
"1194.503 " wwmz,ew O
79,885 ‘ |
;86,715 "
,141 885
”119,237
65841
99,202
C00137,2487
1;7 16147
3 f',105,90

’ "."11'31 7,063;5,[

'-’51 :33‘1(
521,524’
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- made up cor rectly. The Custom-house books do not give the carly account of the

0

14. Can you state the propontmn of the (.auymﬂ tmde in Brmsh and’ forew
ships at the different periods >—That is an account which, I believe, cannot bev

quantmes imported -in British and foreign ships. Ihave always endeavoured to.

-~ ascertain as well as I have been able, for my own information, in round ‘numbers,

what was conceived to be the difference ; and I believe the trade was as nearly as. =~

_possible divided when the whole import was from Europe. The British, and the o
foreign ships pretty nearly divided the trade between them.

l5 Previous to what year ?—1I think about 1816 or 1817.
16. In giving the average from 1793 to 1797, the importation from Europe as.

164,600, and the Colonial only 1,225 up to that periad, you conceive that the
. carrying trade was equally divided between the British and the foreign shlps P

© Yes; T believe they have always had about half the Baltic trade.

“17. You are understood to say, that having made diligent inquiry, and: havmcrj ‘

- the best sources of information open to you, the result of that inquiry and that‘,‘

information is, that up to 1816 the carrying trade was, in your: opinion, nearly .
Cequally divided ‘between British and fonewn ?—Yes, that is the opinion I have

formed for my own usc; I believe it will “be found to preserve much about the @
same_propor tion since the period w hen the accounts can be obtained. I am not at Lo
present prepared with that account. In consldcun«r the proportion of .the trade -
enjoyed by the British and forcign ships, war must be expected to have a very con-
siderable tcmpomn effeet, I thuetow have drawn this estimate with regard to the
comparison between the state of the car rying trade since the war, and what I con- -
ceive it was before the war. ‘Before the war, I consider the whole import to have "

 been about 400,000 loads of wood, that is, tal\m" all dCSCflpthnb of wood con-

verted into loads ; if this be halved, as I believe it otwht to be, it will give 200,000
loads to Dritisiy ahlps, and 200,000 to foreign. The more recent state of the car-
rying trade, I thiuk, may be considered in the manner I am now about to state it. -
I take 100,000 loads of timber, for example, to come from Europe, and I put -
50,000 of tlnt to British and 50,000 to foxewu ships. I .then bave about the
munber of 400,000 loads from the Colonies : those I ‘put of course entirely to the

- British ships ; but it has always been argued, in forming a comparison of the share |

of the trade, which I presume is the matter to be considered, that one voyage to

‘the colonies is equivalent to two to the Baltic; I therefore, in making the calcu-

lation, double that sum, and put down another 400 000 under the. column of British -
ships. Taking the dcals in the same way, I say, there are 300,000 loads of deals

. from’ Ilunopc, riving 150,000 to British and 150,000 to foreign: ships., The deal’

~ rougl estimate as I can make of the proportions of the tlade held’ by the two -
descnptxons of ships emplo},cd in the carrymrr of wood. - The timber and the: .
-~ deals may not separately bc qmte correct, but tnen Jomt amount wxll I thml\ b

- was' first intended to be protective on colonial timber ; was that protection at that -

~ time considered to be a temporary or a permanent measure, according to your be

* Tief>—The period referred to, I presume is 1810, when the duty, which before had™

- beenraised to 1. 75. 4., was doubled: it is very evident that the duty until that *
- period-was levied eutncly with a'view to the production of revenue.- ButT migh

~ here remark, that as the duty gradually increased from Gs. 8d. 10 14 7. 4d., 1thad

: bcfoxe, begun to have a protective effect; for it'is to be pcrcenvcd that the imports

. “from the Colomcs bad very considerably mcreased in'the Jatter, years, in so: muc.h;as

) to defeat i ina consldcmblc dcuxec tlxe purposes of the xevenue but m

trade from the two quarters is.very nearly equal, but the Colonial deals are
short, therefore I put 200,000 loads of deals from the Colonies under the head of.
British ships; and, on the same ground of one voyage b(,mg equal to two, I add

~another 200,000 then therc are the sundries, the various other commodities of

wood, such as battens staves, masts, quarters, and various other things; these per- B
haps will be about 100,000 loads, 60,000 of which I estimate to come from =
Europe; and that divided, gives 30,000 to British and 30, 000 to foreign. 1 have,w ol
estimated that 40,000 of thc hun(hed loads of sundries come from Lhe Colonies;
and of course the whole of that I putunder the head of British ships ; and L add the . S
same sum as doubling the voyage. From this it ‘should appear that the British - °
ships have the ¢ canymu or equivalent to the carrying, in. thc manuer the estlmdte,‘; '

is formed, of 1,530,000 loads ; while the carrying trade of the, foreign ShlpS ‘may
be estimated as equivalent to 030 000 loads.: That' I consider, to be as fair a.

right.
18, You h'we <tated in yom (,v1dence that thue \\as a penod when the dut_y
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veny evulent that the ob]ects of the revenue were allowed to be superseded by that Ja"m D. Hum
.- of protection to the: Coromal wood. trade; butat the same time, from all the. recol- | ' Esq
. Jections 1 have of the circumstance, (and I have ‘a pletty good recollection of all’ "~ -
"' that passed at the time, and 1 had something to do in it,) I consider that it was. 11 June 1835,
: certainly intended as a temporaly measure; ‘meaning to. give a sufficient space of ' SR
~time to justify the trade in setting up. ‘saw-mills in the Colonies, and embarking. -
- their capital in the new adventure. What might have been considered sufficient . . -
“.space of time then may perhaps hardly now be said ;' but T observe that the Lords .
« Lomm1ttee in 1820, and the House of Commons Comnnttee in 1821,- explessly
- state in their Report that they considered that no pledge of any kind was held out
_to the trade that this should not be changed, and the older system of timber duties =
‘renewed. . It certainly was not orlomally supposed that the country was to be g
‘doomed to dear timber for ever, becauce of the. Copenhdueu expedition. - ’

'19. Was the dutyon timber held to be the basis of the duty on deals f——It was .
always so considered. - And we find from, begmmng to end, that the duty on deals
- has almost invariably been raised in the same proportion. as the duty on timber.
- . We must conclude, therefore, that the intention was to preserve those proportions,
" “and of course to make the duty on timber the basis of the calculation. But when -
. ‘we see that every deal from eight feet to 16 feet long, and without regard to width,
~ is deemed the same thing and subyected to the same duty, it must be acknowledoed
" that there was room in the trade to destroy the effect of those proportlons entlrely, ,
- .and I believe they have done so. When the whole duty upon a deal, let its length |
- be what it would, was only 5} d., which was the original charge, deals’ scarcely -
- ever were unported of greater length than 12 feet, and 1 believe mdeed the frames:
~in the saw-mills in the wood countries were fitted. only for the cutting 12 feet
- lengths. But when the duty rose from that small sumto 1 ., “and from that'to 2's. -
: “and from that 1o '3s. on each deal, it became- very important to the trade’ to bring
~ the deals as long and as wide as they possibly could; there being no regard what- -
‘ever to the width of the deal, and only a limit to the tlnckness, which was three
“mches and a quarter (the quarter of an “inch being given as ‘ample measure for three,
- ‘inches); thercfore it certainly may be said that the duty on timber is not pr actically
~ - the basis of the duty on deals, and there is a very large quantity of deals imported -
to this country from some parts of Europe upon whxcn the duty does not amount‘
to anythm'r near the timber duty on the quantity of wood. which they contain.

~ 20. Have you any table with you showing the variation of duty on timber. and

the duty on deals, according to their cubical contents?—I have a paper ‘which will -
_show the duty on the culncal contents of different lengths and widths of deals; as, -
- for instance, a deal of 12 feet Jong. and 11 inches wide pays duty at the rate of -
% * 575 6d. the load, whilst the duty is- 55s.0nthelog. * A deal 16 feet long and of .
¢ the like width bemg charged with’ the same rate by the.deal that the other i 1, ‘pays . -
o only 43 5. 2d. the load. A deal 12 feet long, nine inches \wde, is charged at the, =~
" rate of 70s. 4d. the load; while the deal of 16 feet long and nine’ inches wide s
- charged at the rate of 52 5. 9 d. This I believe will apply only to the European trade, o
‘because the duty upon Colonial deals being at the rate of 21 the 120, or 4'd. the "
\deal, the trade there have: not deemed it for their interest to carry the length of the " ..
- deals beyond the correct size of 12 feet, although- they have the same llberty todo. 1
.80 as in the European trade. But they stand now in this respect in the same posx- Co
<tion as the European trade did when the duty on their deals was very low. . T

21."The mequahty in the duty upon, deals and timber has, 1ncreased with the” |
qddltlonal duty on timber, as apphed to European timber >—Exactly so.’

22. Does that fall very unequally upon the ploduce of the different Eur opean,?\],’u; :
‘countries from ‘which we  have:timber and :deals >~-Tt is found to do'so from the: . =
" peculiar circumstances of - the different - “ood-producm{_, countries’; 'some of them' .

“have only small timber, others have very difficult and rapid or- narrow streams, by
which' they cannot float it down. in. l.uge pieces from the forests ; in other countries
“both’, nnpedlments stand- in- their- ‘way,. and it is- exnemely difficult - for them to’
convey to their saw-mills logs more than .12 feet long ; but under the great: pressure
df the duty, they have of late years fouud means ot mcaeasmg tlle lenoth in, somej

Jegree. - :
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- 11 June 1335, “'their deals in the relative proportion of duty ?—They have the same. right, but.as:’ -
* their duty is so low it is not‘worth their while to waste much' wood, and make an
- effort to, produce a lon

thew hole is not iuUh enough to drive them out of their proper course.

‘ “”“the first material or raw material is: charged a higher duty on- ‘the’ import. tha the
. manufactured article 9——No, I.do not call to my 1ecollectmn any. article:s
L stanced ;- if there is it must be accidental, and i in some unimportant’ matter.

. f‘,‘anomaly in our custom-house law ’-—-—I do uot apprehend that- ther

s MINUTES OF ]ZVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE'

a competrtlon between long’ and short deals rather than between deals and timber."

g, that an equal duty, under those “circumstances, incidentally operates as a sort of .

\thls wood fortuue occurs i—I consider it fortunate \vlth 1eference to the accidental

o Itis -Jccrdental because it might have happened. that the most distant’ country”
~should have heen in the circamstances of the nearest one; Russia might have been . -
 under the difficulties which occur. in Norway, and .} \‘oruay might have had -the -~ ¢

‘been contemplated by many parties, that timber is to be considered merely as'the- -
“raw material, and the deal as the manufactured article; and this mcongrulty in:

“also as quickly as it can be from/ the time of felling, the grain will ~open, and the -
~ boards it wnll be fit for. nothmor I, thereforc, we make the deals here, there will

uhrch would be ‘an enormous increase to the hemht ‘and even then there would
" be great risk that the deals would not be so perfect as they would-have been if they

-.open. - In the timber such fissures are of no importance,: because it is used in lmrge
- 'scantlings ; but to wood which is to be cut down into boards, perhaps half .an-inch
oy thlcl\ the splits and shakes would be total destruction, . - \

. f sawn up F—That is only sawn Into large | scantlings, in which those fissures are not
.. of any. 1mportance. it lS used for beams 'md raftera and quartermg,
. :,thm boards.

tlmber or 0the1 crrcumstances, able to. send deal:. equally lonﬂ and \nde.‘ It 1s

24. The British Colonies do not enjoy any such premium on the manufacture of

g deal less marketable than a short one, because the duty on . :

- 25! Can you ‘mention the. European countries which are. practlcally in the en_)oy- |
ment of that privilege in the manufacture of deals >—It happens incidentally, and
fortunately on the whole, since it is quite accidental, that the nearest countries are
those the least. able to send the long and broad deals; the (_onsequence of which -

equ'rlmmou of theirivarious facilities. ~The distant country, from which frerght of .

course is the heaviest, has an opportunity of importing its deals here at a less duty

for a specific quautlty of w ood, than the nearer countr Ys whose frewht is low. . 2
26. Does not the present state of the duty give an unfair advantage to Russia. -

“and Prussia ¢ over Norway ! ?—— ‘\ conuderable advauta(re to Rusm, but not much to;, X

Prussia. L
27. Is that sho\m in: thc quantlty lmpor ted ﬁom Norwav, compaled w1th the IR
quantity of deals imported from Prussia #—1 believe it will be shown particularly
in the greater quantity of deals from Russia compared with Norway, which i is the B
ploper coumny for deals. . Prussia sends few deals: her trade is in timber. = S
.28, When you say that it is fortunate; to whose advantaﬂe do you consrder that] PR

eﬂc«t and in the view of those who prefer the present state of the timber' duties..

advantages on her side. It would have been unfortunate if natura al mequahtles had
been 'umravuted by an errorin our system. . . '
20. Ts it fortunate for the consumer, or for tunate for the 1mporter r——-It is fortu- Ll
nate for the plans of those parties who think it is desirable to neutralize all fac1lmes S
of trade, and, as uearlv as they.can, to turn commerce into' a handy-cap race. " .. .
30. Isitnota chalge on the consumer >—The consumer and the. revenue,’ that S
is, the public in its two greatest intercsts, suffer as usual in these cases. =
- 31. And the Dritish manufacturers of deals suffer from the premium erljoyed by -
the foreign manufacturer %—The. deals cannot be sawn in this countr s they must .
be sawn abroad. The timber would not come in the state fit for sawing: - It has ~

the charge on deals was considered to be so much the worse, because it. operates -
in favom of the manufactured article and against the raw materral “but the fact is -
(and T can only give this as information acqmred from other partles, ‘but whlch.xj
I believe to be. perfectly truc), that'if the deal is, not cut ‘from the round log, and -
wood will be full of: sphts, or, as it s termed shak 'aud when'cut into thinner

be of course all the evil ‘of brmgm«r the round log instead of- the square’ ‘timber,.

‘had been cut earlier after the period of felling, ‘and before the grain had time- to,

- 32. Would not that difficulty apply to timber brought here as tlmber afterwerds

; but‘ no £

33. Do you know of any other mstance in: the dutles of thls country in:which

' 34. So that the admission of the deals at a lower duty than.the: ‘timber.
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,f»‘i,j,sumlar to that and my obscrvatlon would 00 to sumrest a better adjustment of James D. Hume, .
*. the duties, but not an attempt to bring the raw matenal here to be sawn; but. stlll - Bsq
to take the proper proportion of duty on the deal when it is brought. e T
-+ 85. Are you to be understood to say that your opinion lS, that below a certam ~ 11 June 1835
ot lnckness the deals cannot be manufactured with advantage in this country from the .
~ foreign timber, the large scantling ?—1I think that boards ‘cut in thls coumry ﬂom
“ timber squared abroad’ wouid be found to be of little value. ‘
- -'36. Is that oplmon, which you now express, founded on 1 'my mvestwatmn W hxch
‘has ' taken place in this country, or is'it an admitted fact, by pames competent,
from being judges of the timber trade themselves, to express an opinion 7—1 con--
~ siderit an’ undlsputcd fact; but I would certainly, suggest that"the trade should be
- expressly consulted upon this subject. - I can only undertake to state those
* opinions  which I have dcquucd from the trade, and whicl have sanshed my own
- judgment.
37. Isthe opxmon vou have expreased to the Commxttee the result of mquu’xea
made by you among pxa('tx(_al men, whom you considered most compctent to give
 information 7=t is the result of such inquiries which, trom time to time, I have
- been making the last 20 years, and I am fully 1mpressed with the truth of ‘the
statement ; 1h¢.3 are from various parties in the trade, impor ters, persons who have - . ..
“houses abroad, persons who have been in the trade for a great 1entrth of time. ..
.. 88, lmpaxtlallv made for official purposes—I cannot answer for their impar-
o 'tlallt) The trade iu general have objects in various ways; but my business has -
. beento discover, as ncarly as possnble, when thev speak. nnpartlally, and uhen‘
‘ Othel wise,
39. They have been made lmpamally by you 9-Lcrtalnly, by. me.
" 40.. Was there any difference among the practical .men you conaulted? 4
: -'No, I never met with any man who had a knowledge of thie trade in foreign’ coun-
- -tries who did not confirm the view that the deals’ must be cut from the round log. . .
The 'sap, or external wood, is a sort of hoop to the heart of the timber, which for =~
_some space of time" binds and l\ceps it tight, and hinders it from. sphmn_\, until to
, the time at which it can be sawed ; and from’ the moment ‘the saw has divided 1t; _
\into thinner pieces, the tendenc) to spht s over' therefore they al\\ms put the I
’ ;round log upon the pit. |
SRRy’ ? Does it ocenr to your memorv whether am ev:dence upon that mct is'to be 7
- found annexed to the Reports of the Parliamentary Committees which sat in 1820
~ and 1821 2—No, I have no par ucula\' 1eLollec&l01\ on the sub_)ect Ido not denve
* . my information from those sources. o R
~42. If the round }ocr were brought’ into this countrv, the dxﬁlculty uould notT .
: then exist as to the spllttmu of the timber ?—If the round log were brought. soon .
- after. iel]mg, and sawn quickly after arrival, -the evil mlght not occur, but thefj,; o
. freight w ould be, 1 believe, neally doubled, if not quite, and we should " be paying .
I thls very large freight upon sap, wastage and defective parts; that is, upon the pno-‘:}“ :
L, _portions “hu.h prove to be defective after the log is divided, and which, when the . " .
- wood is converted abroad, are not shipped but kept back. . If the timber be brought' -
.~ withallits sap and all its defects, and at double ﬁ'emht because xt is round thev
addltlonal cost would be’ msuppormblc.‘ : TN
' 43.-There bhave been at: various times, d:ﬁerent f'han(res in the duues upon tlm-‘ A
: ,bel and deals ;- have you , with. ‘you any paper or estlmates ‘upon’that subject?— .
* I'have made a very 1ou0h sketch, in the form of an estlmate, very similar to that © -
- T just now detailed upon ) the subjert of the carrying trade ;- it is rather a specimen .
- of the method of ‘an cstimate ‘than an estimate itself; ‘a sort of frame to work by
I will, if the Commxttee please, -state what it contains. .+ " y
44.. With' what view is that estimate framed ; is it with a view to thc increase of s
-the revenue, or to. the advantage of the. lmportmu trade 221t is a view 'of the -
veffects’ undcx dlﬁerent supposed arrangements. . 1~ speak now: in’ the first mstance‘;
f the revenue only. . I take as the basis the actual revenue, as it was on an-average .
“of : the :three- years: 1831, 1832 and: 1833, and I'see the whole produce of the
timber duties to be 1 237,000[., leavmg out fractions. - ‘This sum is composed of;
imber,’ 448 0001l ;  deals;’ 523,0004.5. and ‘what is called sundue ‘thatiis, all
ther sorts, 226, oool.. maL: igi 1,2 37,000[ That’is. the average’ produce ‘of :the -
imber . paymients to. the. revenue in_ those, ‘three: },ears{ s then see that if’ all hadjj
charued at’ the rates for Europeuu “ood ‘the’ amoum; would
RETRE : :j«perhaps ‘400, 0001 3 m
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duty paid on the Colonial timber, and the duty paid on European timber, but there

is also ‘that question which ‘has before been noticed, of the inequality of the duty
“on deals; 1 therefore make this supposition, that if the deals were charged accord-
ing to their cubic contents upon the basts of the contents of the old 12 feet lengths,
 there would be added one-fourth at least to their produce, and that is 2 50,0001. more-

Thus, if the consumption remained the same, and the whole of the imported wood
paid at the higher rates, and if also the duty on the deals were adjusted to their

~ contents, the whole revenue on wood would be 3,159,000£ The actual revenue
s 1,237,000l ; therefore it must be computed that the produce on the same quan-
tity of wood is lessened under the protective system, by 1,022,000 L. -

- "45. The consumption of deals remaining the same ?~—Yes, I take the consump-.
tion as remaining the same; but it would hardly do so without some reduction of
doty ; that, however, is a question of degree only, and depending upon many con-

_ giderations. : I then suppose the case of an alteration in the d.u‘,ties ; ‘th‘a’t;the duty,
for example, upon Colonial timber should be 30s. the load instead of 10s., and

all other colonial rates trebled likewise, and the duty on' the European timber:
remaining the same; .1 then suppose, for example’s sake only, one-balf of the
Colonial timber supply to be transterred from the colonies to Europe, ‘the transfer

“may be assumed at a third or a fourth, or any other proportion; 1 am now taking

it at a half; and the account would then stand thus: timber, 1,247,0004 ; deals, |
84,0001 ; adding onc-fourth for the adjustment before spoken of, 196,0004, and
taking the sandries at 300,0007, that would give 2,527,000 ; from which if the:
present actual revenue of 1,237,000/. be deducted, the increase would then be
1,200,0001., disposable by the Chauncellor of the Exchequer to any other purpose. .

46. On what principle do you assume that the collection of the duty on deals,

being in effect an increase on the duty on deals, the ‘consumption would not be .

diminished >~—That is the guestion of degree 1 have alluded to. ~ I am notnow

_ proposing to estimate the precise effects ; it might be that the c0|1sun1pti011 would
~ be in some degree reduced, but not very much, because 1 think that the chief effect

would be rather to alter the direction of the trade even in Europe, than greatly to-

- dimninish the whole.

47. Have you not est'\mﬁted the increase in the duty on deals,’according to your

 view of making it equal as falling on timber, at no less than one-fourth ?—1 sup-
" pose that if they paid according to their cubical contents, upon the scale of the

~lold 12 foot lengths, which would be’ rather move than the duty on the log. the -

produce would be inercased by one-fourth. ‘ o
“48. Have you cver known un increase of one-fourth duty on-a manufactured

" article, which did not immediately produce a very diminished consumption >—I do -

not remember an instance of such a consequence ; but that is not quite the same
case, and I may refer to my previous view, that it would not fall so much.upon -
the consumer as that it would transfer the trade from one quarter to another, but .
T have supposed some falling off, and it would be very proper if any measure were - '
being actually adopted, founded on a comparison of this nature, ‘to make a safe
and reasonable allowance for a supposed reduction of consumption, or’ it might -
be proper to avail ourselves of a part’ of the duty obtained for the purpose of
‘reducing the charge on the whole, and thus to prescrve the consumption ; and yet..
we should have a considerable increase of revenue. A
© 49. The substitution of 30s. duty for 10 s. on colonial timber would raise the -
price of that which was used >~ _'The chief cfiect 1 conceive would be. to lessen the = ..

- quantity by throwing out the bad woed, but there ‘15 .a very large supply which is. -
~of so good « quality and so suited to ‘the purposes of this country, and preferable -

" to almost any other wood, that the consumption would secure a remunerating -

" yaise the price hardly more than the degree in which the quality for ‘the use of

“consumer wonld be improved. More pains would be taken with the wood to:
" enable it to bear the duty. I think the consumer would not complain. D Y
" 51 Would not the effect of raising the duty on Colonial timber, and keeping | -
* the duty on Baltic timber undiminished, only furnish an inducement to the con-.
_sumers not to raise colonial: timber, and thereby the consumption of Baltic timber
"‘be increased, -the total: quantity of ‘timber being diminished, the Baltic- timber ‘

1o Europe, and I consider that the part which' the ‘Colonies ~would: lose - would

50. Would not the addition of 20s. to,theload of duty raise the price on;the
proportion of colonial timber stilf used in this country ?—1I do not imagine it would. o

being superior F—1I have supposed a large part of "the Colonial trade - transferred

© consis
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. consist of thelr worst descnptrons, and that qecond-rate timber. of a much- better Janes D. Hume:;f»
- descnpnon from the Baltic would be substituted in its place; or in other words, (Bsger s
- Inferior Baltic wood instead of very bad Colonial wood ; and I think that unless. .~ - o -
: 11 June 1835, =
~ there are some. particular uses for very bad and low pnced timber in this country, - T 0t

which must be very little the case, there is every reason to suppose the effect on RIS
the consumption would be very small, but that the better wood at a lrttle hwher o
price would be used and not be deemed dearer by the consumer. - o
-52. The ,t:,ross quantity of Baltic and. Colonial import taken: together would be R
less, the price would not be reduced ?—T have not assumed that lt would beless; . . o,
in thls estimate it is very probable it would, be somewhat less, and therefore A
require’ that both duties should be _proportionately reduced ; but that would be
entering ‘more into the minutie than 1 am prepared for with calculatlons suited to
various ob_]ects and assumptrons. ~I have now only shown the. nature of the
question and the manner of examining it. My present estimate is an index to =
- move up and down, and to serve, if any specific measures be proposed, as a basis
for other calculations, under various assumptions. I thought it sufficient and indeed
~ best to assume exact quantities.. It is a very speculative opinion, whether or in
what degree the consumption of the country would be reduced by certain rates of -
duty. We see that our consumptlon is very constderable it has mnuch more than S
doubled against. the duty of 55s. compared with what xt was when thé. duty was.
65s. 84 "The consumption will be promoted by the repeal of the duties on tiles
‘and slates, and the window *glass duty might be ‘easily covered by the increased.
produce..of the wood duties ; besrdes, a bad commodity is not cheap though at a
Jow price. If the timber is of equal quality, the public pay for the Colonial just
~ the same as they do for the Ba. tic ; there cannot be t“o prices of the same com—, o
modrty In the same market. ‘
' 53 Are you. not aware that for certain purposes the 1nferlor tunber, asitis -
_ considered, “of the Colonies, is just as valuable as the most valuable timber of the -~
. North?—1I believe that that is perfectly true of a great deal, but then that onght ~
‘not to be called inferior timber, nor is that the wood I mean "when 1 use the word o
inferior.. Tam told there is no such wood cut anywhere as the soft, - tough yellow .
fir from the Colonies, for a great variety of purposes, and. very copious pur-
' poses too, such as all indoor work wainscoting and ﬁttmo's, also for trunk and

[=3 .
~ case making and vanous thmge, in short, almost every t:hmcr except the sohd trmber s

 of buildings. |
, 54. Would not the consequence be, that the yellow deal so used would be rarsed ;
" in price by the amount of duty which was ‘added ?-—1 conceive that would be put
‘Dpearer in price to the European timber, but it would still be selected for its uses ;. -
. and I do not believe that it is now selected because of its cheapness, but wholl_y
. because of its quality. The question of price depends upon whether we lean to
. revenue or lean to consumption. - If to the latter, both, dutles, and not the Coloma}‘ ‘
s rate only, ‘should be lower than proposed. - -
. 55.- Have you formed any computation what would be the eﬁ'ect on the revenue - .
;?1f the Colonial duties were to remain as at present, anc the duties on Baltic timber |
-+ were to be reduced one-half >—1I have not made a positive calculation or estimate -
. of that nature, but there can :be no doubt if the difference between the two were
_ . sensibly ]eqsened by a reductlou of the bloher rate, unless the: ccharge were o oght'
-~ downtoa very low sum, the revenue: would not lose, while the consumer i the[‘,‘xﬂ C
" trade' would be ‘much henefited. If, for instance, ‘the ‘duty “on the Euvropean. = =
* 'timber were, as supposed in the question, put at 27s. 6d. instead of 55 s., and the' =~ .
. Colonial remained at 10s., a very. great increase would take place in the European A
s trade, and ‘for every load which now comes: from the Colomes, and pays. 10's.,if
- wegot 275. 64 because it came from another place, we should gain the dlﬁ'erence oo
“‘then the question is, whether the quantity would be sufficient to grve the same pro- ¥
~-duce upon the whole. /This would - be leamno‘ to’ courumptmn ‘rather than ‘to -
: - revenue, but.I! should think that, under it, the preaent produce. might be reckoned
. upon; and there would be such a-prospect of increased demand and higher prices
. on the continent, as to enable the Colonies to hold & -very fair station in- ‘the trade.
©.56.. Would you be prepared to form:an estimate upon that subject?’-—-l will apply
mysdf to the endeavom, and T think-that a vanety of -estimates might be madeon .
the: subJect In these estimates there: are two ‘main features of the case which
may be’ deemed the.principal points to:he considered, the one is, ‘whether timber may -
be.made the subject of revenueto,this country, or whether it shall be. considered
and. trgated -as oneof those- commodxtles, the! supply- of which greativalue
39 : ‘c2
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and use to the industiy“of this country. To whatever extent we make it subservient |

~ to partial interests, we abandon both of these objects. - The older puiicy was, to-

get timber cheap, and perhaps there is scarcely any article which, next to food and
clothmg, may be said to rank in importance before the material of d\\ellmgs. ~No

benefit would be more univer sally diffused than that of a supply of cheap foreign
timber to the people of this country.  The article is not indigenous, for it is very
clear, from the tmmense qu'muty of timber we import at hwh duties, that this
country itself is not to be considered as the source of the supply ; there is, there-
fore, the choice to give the country the benefit of the cheapness of timber. * But
then again, of all the commodities we could sclect, perhaps there is hardly one more

‘ adflpte(l to the purposes of revenuc; first, because its uses are diffused through the

whole country in more correet proportion to the various abilities of the different.

* classes of the people than those of any other commodity ; and next, because it is

an article that is entirely out of the hands of smugglers. If this country was not
under the necessity of raising a much larger revenue than can be conveniently col-
lected,  perhaps the best policy would be to say, that timber should be duty-free;
but it is under that necessity, and severely feels the inconvenience 3 and therefore
it might perhaps be thought fit to avail ourselves of this peculiar property of timber,
and determine to collect as large a sum as we can upon it, without rendering the .

* charge more injurious to the general purposes and industry of the country thm the

present duties have proved to be. In that case, T conceive that between two and
three millions might be got from timber and wood with perhaps more ease and less

~actual injury than flom any other commmodity which can be selected. That would

be mal\mw the revenue the object rather than the use of the material.

“The question put to you is, the duties on Canadian timber renmmmg the same, ‘

j’the dut} on Baltic timber being reduced from 558. t0 27 5. 6d. a load, on what
principle would you frame this cstimate >—I shouald imagine it would be e'«.eedlnﬂly

difficult to form any confident estimate upon the subject.  We have to guess at the

" jncrcased consumption from so large a reduction of duty; also the quan*ltv trans-

- ferred from the Colonies from so hrtve a reduction of the differcnce of duty ; -and

then the re-action on both of these from the inereased price in Europe. In the
view I have taken, I have supposed half the trade to be transferved ; but then the
differcnce was 25 8., row the difference is only 174 64d. But then we have

- greater cheapness in the latter case to promote consumption. The effect on the
Colonial trade would perbaps be cqual in the two cases, and the revenue might

preserve its present level. The consumer would be. the chief gainer. The de-"
scription of deals and of fir-wood from pmtlcular quarters in the Coiomes is superior
to that in‘any other part whatever for iis proper purposes, and the uses to which it |
is applied arc so copious, that 1 think we may cafely say not more than half the
trade would be transferred by the reduction to 27 5. 6 d. of the foreign duty.  The
cheaper the supply of ‘the building tlmber, the greater the deman(l of Colomal— ‘
wood for the internal fittings. -

58. Have you considered what effect that would have upon the price ot Euro-
pean timber in the Luropean market >—1I have done so, and I celtdmlv think that,

either plan, particularly the last, would have the cﬂLct of raising the. price of .

European timber abroad, insomuch so, that if 1 were cqlculatln(1r rather for the -

Chancellor of the Exchequer than the Board of Trade, I should certainly reckon .-

on some Joss cf revenue from reduction of Lousumpuon of European timber, - and

“a commensurate revival of the Colorial auppl) at the lower duty. But if no attempt
~is made to increase the revenue on wood, all the other interests would be’ e'1511v .

I plovlded for; the consumer having his benefit in the lower rate of duty..

~ for that if the duty were taken off the foreign wood ; but I also ‘think that the
consumer in the other case would be quite as able to ‘pay the increased price,

'59. Supposing that therc were a dlmmution of the duty. on timber. {0 t‘le extent*"” o’

of 10¢&. per load, would you make the estimate that the consumer would derive the

1ull ddvdnldUG ot that reduction ; if you assume: that'it would raise the pnce 58 S

~per load, should not the cstimate be rather that the consumer would gain 5 s.,
than that he would gain 105. 7T certainly think - that the foreign price’ would: be ' .
‘raised to the consumer, and absorb purt of the remitted duty; nor- would he care

when the trade is put on a sounder footing, as he can now ;- because in all cases

his foreign competitor would: h.we to. pay -that price also. 1 do notthink that' -
~ high prices can aftect this countr ; unless it is high relative prices; all we wantis, ~ '
o tlmt others shali not buy cheaper than we do, m.lcss the «rrcater pm.e uocs to the R

| xcxeuue, whlch must be ;novnded for. o o a

- ‘G>l 60. Assumn
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60. Assuming your data to be perfertly correct, that 10, “per ton diminution - James D. Hume, {
“on the duty from the North would be to the. beneht of the consumer, and assum- - Bsq. . St
_ ing that it is possible that it \\ould raise the price. 5s. per load, would the con- ~ == S
" . sumer in this country benefit 5s. or 10s. %-~He would dlrectly benefit by the 5. | “,1 anf’ 1835 .o
onlv unquestlonablv ; but the trade would be m(hrectly benefited, as.I have stated. -
"61. In the cstimate you have made of the national advantage likely to be -
demed from such a change of dutics as that you have stated, must there not be
taken into account the loss the nation might sustain by the transfer of that one-
‘half of the trade which you suppose would | pass from the Colonies to the north of
Europe in respect of the carrying of that portion of trade by British ships, the
~whaole carrying trade of the Colonies being in British ships —The carrying trade
‘in British ships would be very much reduced if revenue were made the object;
but not if the approximation were cffected bv reduction of the forewn duty, and :
consumption were the object. ‘ :
62. Would it not be reduced more thau the onc- h'\lf because, as’ you have.
aheady stated, the Canada voyage is a long voyage, and the Baltic voyage is a’
short one, in the proportion of two to one f——-I think if 200,000 loads were trans-.
ferred from the Colonies to the Baltic, in the first pl.lce, the Baltic ships would -
have the carrying of 100,000 of that, quantlty and, in the next place, the other .
100,000, instead of bemw half, would not be more ‘than equal to one-fourth the.
200,000 which the British Shlps had when the whole came from the Colonies.
60. Instead of 200,000, they would have but enly 50,000 ?—Yes, equwalcnt to
50,000 in the Co]omal trade : 1if we worked by increase of duty.
- 64. On what data do you suppose there would be a transfer ‘of one- half —I do_
not think that the public would give the price for inferior timber from the Co-
~ lonies, if it was loaded with a much gcater duty, while they could get the mfenon :
‘ pleces from the Continent without an’ increase of the present duty. .
- 65. Have you any figures on ‘which you found that>—1I apprchend it is matter
L of opinion only 5 there 1s a great deal of very cheap and very inferior timber does .
come from the Colonies, what they call, I believe, the secking ships go and bring
large quantitics of  very bad timber, which when here is sold at so very low
price; that T conclude that it would be rejected if the price were raised. . o
66. It is rather matter of inference than of evidence ?-—I imagine it must be so; HEN
our duty prevents us from. having experience of the mfeum baltlc wood whlch is ;[ o
* very useful in its way, and of bettel quality. : :
67. Doues not that apply to some other’ calculations vou have made . § hav
j alwa)s taken “into account this dlstmcuon between ‘the two classes of inferior
* wood. Inferior parts of good, or of bad, kind: and also the great difference
between raising the colonial duty or reducmﬂr the foreign duty. : -
'68. You have stated your opinion, that the effect of the increased demand for
Baltlc timber, consequent on the reduction of the Baltic duty, would raise the
" price of timber on the shores of the Baltic ;' have you any specific memoranda on-
~ which you can give an opinion of the precise extent to which that. price would
~ affect the consumptlon, supposing . the increased demand you. have stated to the -
‘Committee :—1I have no data on which I can give such an cstimate, and I appre-
hend it would be nearly lmpossmle for:any persou even .in any trade. If our old
f‘ :;system had been continued, and - the- consumption of this ‘countr y had been such-j{ .
- .as it-has been since the' peuod that the supply came as formerly from . the mnorth ! -
- of Europe, I'look upon it timber wouid have been by this time an”exceedingly. dear”
o artlcle mn Lulope, and. the Colonies would have been secure of their market. ’
++.-69,Is it not, then, possible.that the effect of a diminution of .10 s. in the duty on
Baltlc timber might occasion an advance of 10s.in the price of that timber in the
. Balticy'in which (.ase consumers in this counny would obtain no advantage at all?—
< 1 have already agreed,. that if the advance of price was. 5 s., that would be a deduc- .~ + .-~
" tion: from the 105. of - remitted duty ; if the advance is to the extent. of 108, it 0
. will. absorb the whole of the duty remitted ; but still; if. the revenue could spare ..~
the 10¢., it oucrht to be remitted. | We slxould have’ better timber for our money,
:'and;the price’ uould be. l‘dlSC(l to foxewncn We ou'rht nevel to leave a chcap R
jplace behind 'us. g S
700 Areiyou aware wlnt was the puce of deals in Chn«tmna wlxen 1he dut) on .
? ‘Chl istiana deals was 7 /. 10 5. perhundred, as it was in the year 1805>—TI have been -
’ ftrym and was dlcappomted of getting some. information on the subJect ot pl‘lC(,S y
in former times ; but the. war prices, 11 fear, would be little guide to us.. : -
cyredfeie should -appear that when 'the: duty has been ‘more: than donbled thew‘yg
reduction in-t he: pri lce of tlmbex bn th‘e"shon es of the: Baltlc has been. commens rate,

e g et
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James D, Hume, with the advance of dut\, \\onld you not infer th'\t the reduction of duty w ould be
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| B Canada 1—Verylittle of the pxoceeds 20 back to the. colony ; the chief of the charge,
is freight and the expenses of bringing ‘it down to the shipping port. ' .

attended with a’correspondent advance in price >—1I do not belicve that the prices -

“have fallen, they have only not risen because our imports from the north of Europe

bave been reduced from 250,000 loads a year to 100,000 a year, while our con-
smnption has been 50,000; and [ npp:ehcnd mtuxally, that if such a demand
had been made on thc Luropean supply, it must have had the effect of raising the

~ shipping prices.

72. If it should qppear to you that the eﬁcct of an increase of the duty has
been a reduction to an equivalent amount on the cost on the shores of the Baltic,
would you not infer that a reduction of duty would be attended with a correspondent
advance in the price on the shores of the Baltic F—Not because of the reduction of
the duty, but because of the increased demand, and that without supposing any such
previous fall.  If our demand for Baltic txmbcr, which has deereased ﬁom 250,000
loads a year to 100,000, should increase again in any proportion to our present :
consumphon, whatever be the cause, I have no doubt that the price of timber
would rise on the Continent very much.

73. Have you any knowledge of the state of supply ﬁom the forests in those
countries, w ‘hether a small increase of price would bring to market from the inte- -
rior timber which the present low price does not now bnn" *—I am informed that
a moderate increase, perhaps 5 s., would, for.a number of years to come, increase

- the supply wnmdcmbly, that there are toxests which would not pay to brmtr the
~ timber at the present prices. . |

74. Might not such increased supply more than countervail any increased

‘demand 3—It is not improbable that, under the stimulus of expected demand, the

increased supply might be at as low a price as it is now, to a moderate extent. .
75.- Therelore in estimating the price under the chanue of duty, you must con-
template not only the increased demand, but the counterva\lmg clement of increasing

~ supply consequent from an increase of demand?—Yes, the two points must be
“taken into consideration ; but what the power of the European forests may be can-
" not before actual trial be known ; we may be likely to overrate or underrate the

difficnlties of conveyance from them the main cause of txpense.
76, No'i inquiry has been made upon those points >—I did think that the quan- ’

ity could be very malenally increased with' a moderate increase of profit, but
o therc is no certainty; it would be a matter of great doubt. ‘

. In the.mass of your valuable mformatlon have you any record of the price
of nmbc“ in the year 17007—I have not; I have not yet been able to get the
prices before ‘the war, but I have an nnprcsswn that they were not much lower
than at this time, or till lately.

78. Are you aware whether there ‘is or not an acrumulatlon on the shlppmg

, | ports of the Baltic of inferior timber to a large extent, which it is not worth' their

~while to send to this country at the present high rate of duty?—I have not any
specific information upon that point; but unless France, to whom we. give the
right of pre-emption, takes it off, T should naturally conclude that they must have ‘
mtenor timber there as they have in other wood countries ; and that as all timber -

- below the betier quality is excluded from our market solely by our present scheme

of duties, such lower-ratc timber would come if it was not so excluded, because it
would be preferable to the lower-rate of the colonies. - It isin this class of wood‘ :

-~ that the change would chiefly consist, and that without an increase of prlce myunous

to the consumer ; if we value the increase of revenue at anythlno o S

79. You have turned your attention to the two points in question connected¢ -
with the supply and the shipping; bave you ever considered what the effect of so =~
large a change in the exports of Canada would have upon Canada itself ?—I con- - ",
celve that Camda would be very little affected ; indeed it would be' the’ shlppmg,ﬁ,‘,

- interest that would suffer most; the advantaoe of the tlmbel trade to the colomes‘f o

I believe to be vely smallmdeed o
8o. You say that you think 100 ,000 loada would come from the North that now |

" come from the North American colonies : what would be the: value of that 100, 000 - ‘
‘ '}loads *—Iris of no value at all in the wilderness. o

81. Of what value is it, as sent to England; the proceeds of ‘it go back to el

82, It employs a great many pc:()ple in Canada to cut down the timber, and to
ﬁoat it down to the slnppmg port, does not it?>~—The lumberers are numerous, but{ "
no labourers need be at.a loss for employ in those colonies. This is’proved by
then 1mp01 tatlon of ﬂour I belleve thdt the only persons who would matenally

‘ : SR = S : el




feel 1t from the uant of a substltute, would be the owners of saw-mxllb as they are
appllcab!e to nothing else; and “it would: be very easy. to give a leanmﬁ in favour

~ of the deal trade to compmsate them. - As to the timber trade, many persons who

were themselves most conversant with ‘the northern  Colonies believe that. the
- Colonies would have been mﬁnltely better off if they never had the timber trade.
- The fixed c"lpltal in the saw-mills may be. of importance, but both the Committees

of the Lordsin 1820 and the' Commons in 1821, estimated the capital in saw-

mills at only 150,000/ The difference of duty upon what they cut would pay for

them in one season..

- 83. Have you paid attention to the evidence given in 1821 befoxe the Commlttee
- of the' House of Commons ; do you remember “the ev1dence of Mr. Patzcker, of

Memel >—I do not call it to mind.

84. You do not recollect that he stated that the diminished trade in timber pro- :
duced a great alteration in the circumstances of the people in Prussia?—1I do not .

recollect it as coming from him, but T bave the opinion that it has had great effect on

Prussia and the norlh of Europe, the evils of which we do not as yet “half know. .
- 85. You are aware that is the only trade they can' carry on, in consequence of
‘wheat and other articles being excluded from the British market >—The two great
~staple trades of Prussia are corn and timber, and we exclude them both : she

cannot therefore trade with us.
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- 86. If the alteration of the trade in timber had an effect upon the general trade .
,m Prussia, it must have an effect on the general trade of (,anadd, taking away
much of the article exported from that country =—1I do not conceive that the effect’

would be felt in the same degree as in an old country like Prussia, where there is-

"much population and a vanety of parties interested, much more than they are in/ -~

the Colonies, where the class to be effected is ar tlﬁ(.]rl“y created for the purpose.

'87. You consider the raw produce of the soil in the article of timber to be of -

- more importance in Prussia than it is in Canada?—I believe it is .of far more im-
- portance, and a matter of more interest to them than it is to Canada.

88. 1t must be of some importunce to the people of Canada to lose the export‘ b
of so large a bulk of the raw produce of their soil, as the timber. sent from that"

‘ ;fcounuy —There can be no -doubt it “ould deranoe some part of thelr pxcsent :

‘ jmterest if the chanve were too sudden, .

89. Have you ever made a calculation upon that subject 1 hardlv see how it | -

is susceptible of any calculation. Weall know that there is plenty of land to turn
to. As for the lumberers or axcmen, they are a par ticular class of men, they are

chiefly from the United States ; none of the emigrants take to lumbering, or scar cely
~any;-it is a strange wandeung half-bunting kind of employment ; they gooutin -
the winter to the mlderness, and take their food with them, flour and pork and
spirits, almost all from the United Stateb, whose customers they are much more
than ours, and they live in the woods in a kind of roving life, of little benefit to-

- themselves or to the colony, cer tamly none to Ilnuland “To the real inhabitants

and settlers, lumbering is a matter of very little 1mportance, except ‘those par ties

who have fixed Cdpltal in saw-mills.

~ 90.. What amount of capital do you Suppose is fixed in saw-mllls *——-It was esti- - ;
- mated by the Committecs of the Lords and Commons at 150 000l - I can easnly o

‘ concewe it is now doubled

91. Have you ever heard the estimate” 50, lnoh as two millions 1nvested in saw-; .

mills angl maclnnery attachéd to tbem f———No puson in my hearm«r ever mennoned
. -such asum. It is incredible.’
- 92." Have you seen the: worl\ pubhshed by Mr. Montwomery \Ian tm, the qutox y

of the Colonies. 'He gives two millions as the sum supposed to be invested in the o
.No:th American colonies : do you beheve that to l)e near the maxkr—-No, it e

\cannot possibly be correct. .

.98 - If it appeared in evndence that a tvreat proportlon of the employment of the i
;o ,z‘emlgrants to- Canada is in’cutting timber for this' market, ! would that alter your -
./ opinion as to'the value: of i the trade »—No, not as to the value, except to thiose

. persons in the first. lnatance - I should only find. that more people were mlsled e

. from better employment, by our bounty on timber, than I was aware of.

. ment, from_ his. immediate labour ?~—1I understand certamly uot ver y httle txmber
‘ comes‘ﬁom the grounds taken. possession of by settlers.” " -

“-94. Is'it not the fact that the timber,: being . the first’ ploduce of the soxl na ', i
waste or.natural state, is the first object to w hich the settler looks for reimburse-

95: - The whole of the examination has had reférence to Canada you state thatﬁf .

you: corceive’ the tnnber tlade forms a very m(.onsxderable branch? of the general -
38. | c4 - productions "
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James D. Hume, produetxom of that colony ; are you not aware t\mt there are some pm ts of Nova

Esq. Scotia and New Brunswick where the ‘timber trade constitates almost the whole

» —— of the forzign trade of those colonics F—- believe in Nova Scotia, but mrncuim ly

11 June 1835 5, New Br \msmck the trade is of much more importauce than it is in Canada

: ~and it is so bgcz\usc the yellow pine is there to be found, thercfore T think that tr ado
. would coutinue, particularly if we gave the turn in favour of their deals.
" g6: Ts it not in fact almost the only trade carried on by the province of New
Brunswick with the mother country 3 —I imagine it must be, for lknow they inport
their own flour. aud pork hom the United Stulas, which shows how much they
neglect agriculture.
97. In speaking of the relative stoall mluc you aﬁu to the urndes of the Cana- ‘
‘ : : dxan woods, have you cver turncd you atiention to the article of staves from
. 1 - Canada r—-—\cs, thére is a consxdexahlc pxoducc of bthCS, m consequence of our
excessive duties on foreign staves.
98, Are you aware tht staves from Can.\dd, h\ou‘rht as hroken btowa«re, are .
“made up in this country, and exported, containing negro clothing and other artieles
for the West Indics, bunwht back m\cd with rum, sent out filled with rum to New
South Walcs, brought back filled with oil to this country, giving employment and
giving carriage to all those different articles 7—I am dceply nnpwssed ‘with the
unpoy Mance of staves to our own trade, bui not particularly of Canada staves,
The whole-of my obscrvations have hithierto been on the timber 3 1 consider staves
and wood to stand in a very different position.  If [ were ﬂmu(r an opinion of my
“own, it would be that staves should be at as low a duty, come from where they
may, as any raw material we import, for the duty is a tax on the packuge of our
exports. The question of staves is a matter to be considered distinctly from the
“rest, and not to be made the subject of ‘revenue or protection, if poablble. ""hey“
are a most important raw matevial. ‘
. 99. Have you formed any estimate what quantity of caplta\ it \\ould requu'e to
be invested in saw-mills to produce 30,744 hundreds of deals, which is about the
anount of unport from the North *\muxcan colonies 2-~No, 1 cannot undertake to
‘make an estimate of that kind ; but 30,000 hundred of deals from the colonies
“contribute to vur reveuuc 510, oool less in one year thau if they came from Lu\ ope,
~and 1 cannot believe that the mills cost that sum.

100. Have you been able to form an estiwate of the total value of the 1mp0\ t,

Jincluding all the timber imported from the North American colonies ?—It would
~ be very casy to make a vough cstimate of i, but that would include the trcwht, ‘
that is not « beneficial part to the colonies. -

101, You have attached considerable importance to the stave trade ; do you

think the munufacture of staves could be caried on, except under great dxsadvan- =
~tage, if any discouragement were given 1o the importation of timber generally ?—
'lhe importance 1 attach to. staves is for the use of them to ourselves in our
cwoxt trade, my attention having been drawn to that point by a former question ;
but I imagine that asthe staves’ come chiefly as broken stowage, if the ships bringing -
timber were reduced by any very considerable amount, “there might be some diffi~ .
culty in getting freight for the staves ; but' I upp:ehend that the quauuty of tlmber
wade left would be amplc tor the staves.

102. The staves come as broken stowage at a very reduced charve for ﬂemht, ,
and are reduced - in price to the consumer by the smaliness of the amount paxd for ' k fj
~transport; would not the fist etfect of any discouragement to the importation of
- timber be, that if staves were brought from Amerlca, they must pay an adequate

freight for their carr iage ?—1 have meant to be understood that the freight would -
rise i the quantity of timber was ‘reduced 50 low that the e w ould be no. opporm-
nity for their coming as'broken stowage.

-103. Would not the cost of the. productwn of' staves in the country be mcneased
by the withdvawal of the market for - timber produced in the same forests *—1If the

two trades are so connected, by reason of the oak and fir growing ‘in the same
torests, which I believe rarcly’ happens, it may be that they help each’ other "
a little ; but otherwise, T do not know \\hy thev should not. produce staves smuty '
“at the same rute of chm ge as now.

104. Do you not suppose it w ould be a dlsadvantaoe if, in felhng nmbe; m
- a forest, there should be a market only for one pmucular descnpuou of umber,
~while the rest were left, instead of that market being open for.all the. various

descriptions of timber grown 'in that forest 3>—I suppose that would be a question of
“degree ; and if thexc isa ﬂur made of. tlxe various de«:\lpuon they wxll wo:k »ery‘
i‘well towcthen. o ‘ L Co ‘ \
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‘ loJ. Are they pmduced at the lowest prtce %I cannot thmk that they are pro-
~ duced at the lowest price, when their supply is aﬂ"ected by the hwh protectm" duty
‘on the staves of other countries. =~

106. What other means do the colonies of I\ew Bronswick possess of mal\mg
returns to this country for the manufactures sent thexe, but the lumbm tr ad(,"

I assume that they contemplate agriculture.

107. You mean proqpcctwcly*-——The emigrants are supposcd to go there to

settle for agricultural purposes.. To the fresh men it is prospective; but those who'
“preceded them might by this time have produced corn euouuh for their home mar-:
ket; but they are “still fed by the. United States.

, 108. You have stated from your knowledge, that they nnport thelr own corn at|
- present; do they now possess any other means for making returns to this country .

tor the wanfactured goods: sent there, but the timber trade"—I am not a\sare,
except ashes, perhaps, and not even that in New Brunswick. -

109. The export trade in New Brunswick is ‘confined at present. to the export
of tuuber to this country, is it not 7—I fear that that is but too true. I have had.

this view in my mind often before now, and have tried to get information what the .
value of a load of timber isto a bettlu‘, I have not been able to get any satisfactory

information ; but considering that the trade is supported by the pr otection of 45 s.
a load, and that not perhaps more than 2. of that 45s. goes to the settler as the value
of the tree, instead of burning it on the uround and. that out of the 2 5. he has to

buy his flour of the United btﬂtes, his share uf the manufactures, which ‘are the |

returns for the timber to New Brunswick, must be very small.

“110. What, in your opinion, would be its effect on the support of the emlorant]

James D. Ifuihr,’ g
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population going ‘there, in the present incipient state of agriculture ?-—It would pre-

- vent liis being diverted from agriculture, which ought not at this day to be incipient
" in New Branswick. We should hardly pay 45 s. a load on our timber, to  put 2 man
- in New Brunswick in the way of living upon American corn with 2. of it.

111, Is there anything at present lmportcd from that country to this, except

* timber?~1I do not recollect any article, except timber, so obtained; but the ques-
. tion applied to the means of making returns from New Brunswick for our manu-’
- factures ; and under that view, Ithou«rht it right to point out that the value -of -

" a tree.on the land of a settler, supposed to. mteud faruung in New Drunswick, was

"-an insignificant sum, and that his demand for our exports, by means of that tree, "
was also insignificant, compared with the protecting duty, or rather bounty, of 45s.,

~ by means of which alone he is supposed to be enabled to become our customer.

112. In addition to the value of the tree in New Brunswick to the colomst, is
there not also to the settler there employ ment in felling the: timber, in preparing it

for transport from the place where it is felled to the place of embarkation, and all =
~ the employment of the colonist necessarily derived . from the state of the timber
trade, while it is bcmtr carried on, up to the ‘time of exportatlon r—I thought the .~
question applied to the agricultural settler. - No doubt the returns to New Brunswick -
~will have to be measured by the whole charge of bringing a log of wood to the ship-

o

.- ping port; but at the same time I would observe, as I have been asked the value
~ of the tree, that it does not follow that it is worth while paying a large sum to
induce those persons to leave their farms to go 'and square that timber, and bring
~ it to the shipping port, where it would he and mt unless we also pdld doubleu
- freight to bring it here. - : :

'113. You estimate the pr obable amount of transfer of tlmber, in cousequence of -

the reduction of- duty from 55 5.'to 30 s. on Baltic timber, to 100,000 loadsf— .. .
-1 have supposed ‘a case somewhat to that effect, but merely for the purpose of
- ‘making other estimates founded upon that; but any person whatevex who is con- |-

e templatuw upon this subject would make a score ot esumatc:. . I do not give that”
+as what 1 consxdm the actual result. i ‘

-114. Have you: formed any opuuon ‘what would be the probable |esult7

Yes, supposing that prices in both places remained the same : because the Baltic. =

" would beat the Colonies in the second-rate wood, unless thev took 'more pains

~in selecting and in prepariug it. ' I should think that the red pine as timber, and

" the yellow: pine in deals and. thlck Iovs, wanted in thns counuy, wau)d gwe at least} o

o hdlt the pr esent trade, in any case.

115 Would that quantity so reduced one-half aﬁ'ord suﬂiclent opportumty tog; :

- import the present quantity of staves as part of a_ broken cargo®—Yes; that is.
. ‘what 1 stated when the reductlon of 'the timber duty was reaarded ‘as: hkely to .
L.0:38. ST e anmlnhtel
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“annihilate the timber trade; I said I thoucrht there would be wi’hcnent left: to ‘

insure the stave tr ade, as far as freight went.
116. In your opinion, the loweunw the duty to 305 would occasion thc loss of -
one-half of the timber trade of the Colomes >—Yes ; if prices remained the same,

~and they do not take more pains with their second- rate wood, as before stated.

117. But that there would still be enough left to support the stave trade —Y es, .

“and also the New Brunswick trade ; and if some advantage were given to the saw-

o)

- mills by favouring the dea\e in p\efercnce to tunber, there would not be much

© ipjury sustained.

118. Your opinion is, that the tlmbcr from New Brunswick is of such superlm

~ quality it can bear a competition with the 1 Norway timber?—Yes ; I have heard a
‘number of persons say that if the duties were equal, a very large proportion of

that timber would still come from the Colonies ; and the place of growth of much
of that is New Brunswick. :
119. Are you acquainted with the relative quqlmes of New Brunswxck and

" Canada timber >—1I can speak only from the information I receive ; but I should
- wish to speak rather of the Northern Colonies as a whole. I am informed by the
“trade that there arc considerable diversities of quality in the timber from the

Colonies, and that therc are some of those qualities which are so exceedingly
desirable in this country, particulurly the yellow ‘pine and the red pine, that there
would be sure to be a considerable trade in them wherever they can be found.

120. Where you speak of  the different qualities of New Brunswick and Cana-
dian timber, you speak of the general character uf each 7-—I speak of that descrip-:
tion of timber which I am given to under stand is prefemble, and of which a very
considerable share comes from New Brunswick.

~121. Are you aware whether staves are brounht fxom New Brunswml\?———\To
I apprehend they are not. -

122. If the New Brunswick tmd(, were pre%erved and the Canadian trade lost,
how would they be cnabled to bring home the staves now imported from Canada ?
—If the staves and the timber do not come from the same quarter, so far they will -
not assist each other; but although the staves are chicfly from Quebec, an ade-
quaie share of timber will come from that quarter also ; and the red piue is found
in Canada, or atleast comes by the St. Lawrence.

123. You have said that 100,000 loads of timber would be transferred f'rom the

‘British shipping interest to the foreign?~—That was under the supposition | of a

change by which 200,000 loads should be transferred from the colonies to: the

nortlr of Europe ; tlmt then 100,000 would be taken possessmn of by the foreign

shipping.
124. How many tons do you i_,wc to the fmelan shlppmﬂ by that ?—1I ¢ suppose

100,000 loads would be about 80,000 tons.

125. Your view of the exped1ency of transfemncr the duty proceeds on. the .
assumption that the loss of the timber trade will not be prejudicial to the Colonies ¢

—I am slronwly impressed from reading and conversation with various persons.

conversant with the. Colomes, that if the Colonies had never been forced into the

‘timber trade, as they werc from the peculiar state ot the war, they would have

been ina better state than they are now.
'126. Your opinion proceeds upon the assumptlon, that at present they would,
not suffer, by the loss?—I say that I do not think they will suffer mateually, for

“that the 1umberex is a man we need not care much about.

o duties having created’ the tlmber trade

127. Do you imagine that the protecting g

 with America, the amount of trade would have been anythmfr like what it has -

been for the last few years but for emigration P—As the emigrants are not lum- . .

berers, and as they do not supply the lumberels with corn, the emigration must -
have greatly exceeded the wants of the timber trade; there need be no doubt but

that-from the time that the merits of the yellow deal and some of the partlcular - .
woods of the Colonies were ascertained, there would ‘have been. considerable im-
port of those woods at duties’ moderately favourable: Such a trade would have -

- attracted as many cmwmnts as it u,quxred and have furmshed quxte enouvh sh:p-. o
. I)mﬂ to have carried them out, .

R aﬂ"alrs as we have done, we should not have stood in need of emlg,ration o

128. Are you aware that it is. &umested in Mr. ’\I‘Cullochswork that if an
alteration takes placc in the timber duues, it will ‘be" necessary to give. a bounty - ..
for the exportation of emlgrants to keep up the present facilities 7—I might an-

swer to that, and give my opinion, that-if we had not legislated in our: commemalf




o129 You were understood to say, that it was. your opinion that a proportlon
at least of any duty that might be remitted on wood the produce of the north of -
Europe, would be char ned in an increased price by the Baltic producers ; you "
~'were also understood to say, ‘that deals of a particular description were likely to be.
imported from America, in consequence of their better adaptation’ for partlcu]al
" purposes, to some considerable extent, after the alteration of the daty ; would not
therefure the effect of a reduction of the duty on the Baltic timber be both to-in-
crease the price of it in the Baltic, and to increase to an equivalent amount the
price charged upon the American deal that would continue to be imported into
this coumry, unless you can suppose you can have two_prices for the same com-
modity in the same “market r—The price of the good Colonial wood would rise -
~with the European, and aid the remaining duty in its protective effect. My evu]once
‘has been given on a variety of supposmons, placing the reveanue and the consumer
altermte]y on one side, and the partial interests on the other. In the first instance,
I would take the question-as subservient to the objects of revenue, and then I
'should say that the ‘public might pay a little more for their timber, but that the

~revenue would get a great’ deal more money, by an increase of the lower duties.-

If the revenue is not to_ be the object, and the benefit' of the consumer is to be
consulted, then I should lessen the disparity of the two sets of duties, by a reduc- -
- tion of the high rates rather than by raising the low ones, and certainly if the

“country could “afford to give up the whole amount, there is not one other article

to which I would sooner give perfect freedom from duty in this country than.
“wood ; we possess iron and coals, and we have not got wood ; and our case would

be complete with the three. We act towards wood as Frarice acts towards iron.

130. Would it not be an‘important reason in any alteration of duty for putting
an increased duty on the American rather than decr easing the duty on Baltic tim-
ber, that that would be more within our competeace to altex, if we should find, "
‘contrary to expectation, the change did not work well in the result ?—1I imagine, -
mdependently of future altelatlous, the amount of dutles, as far as regards the par- .

ticular trade, may be regulated either way, the great point bemcr that they shall be
made subservient cither to consumption or to revenue. . |

" 131. Would there not be a great objection to decreasmg the duty on Baltlc :

timber, if it was found that it led to a rise of price >—I do not apprehend that

* foreign price would ‘be made the cause of change: the wood ought to have its
marketable value; ‘and I do not consider that we should, in leorla]atmu seek to
- bear down the marl\otable value, we should leave that 10 its natural course. We

~ want only the right of going to the cheapest market. .

132. Are you ! not aware, from your official knowledge and expenence, that the

I.eglslature, up to the present penod has always considered this great question .as

~ not merely a question of revenue, but as a mixed question, in which the revenue

of the country, the colonial policy of the country, and the navigation of the coun-
~try have formed important ingredients >—1I conceive there are few subjects on
~ which ‘the policy of the country has undergone more change than in regard. to

timber.: the old policy, which I before adverted to,. was that. of supplymg the

- country with timber at the lowest possible rate,. and having only a nominal duty

“upon it.. Then the revenue system was brought ' in, and all the ‘duties imposed -

‘were decndedly for purposes of revenue.. 'lhen at another perlod the obtaining

‘a supply of timber for consumption was allowed to supexsede every other consxde-f .
" ration; and nowthe measure intended for that purpose only, is. tumed against’
“the consumer, whom alone it was meant to ser ve, and converted: into a plotectlve e
- system for shipping and colonies, in a trade new and unnatural to both. . To the -
questlon, therefore, as to what has always been the: pollcy of the countr 'y, T must’
“answer, that there never has been any decided policy upon the subject since before
the war. " I think that in former times the Government of this country scarcely:j
contemplated recelvmg tlmber from the Colonies till ‘the forests of the north of - °
Europe should be thinned. - Itis true, that as’ far back as Queen. Anne, a bounty c
~'was given on the importation of Colonial tlmber, but the effort failed, as the con- -~
g duty on foreign timber. : “There was no.pro- .,

_sumer was not taxed. with a protecting

-the country. .

mterested 3—~I think that that'w

183 When thls questlon was brought under the consxdelatlon of Pallxament in"
the years 1820 and 1821, was it not then treated as a mixed questlon of revenue
nd colonial policy; and one m whlch the navigation of the country was, materlally\
s the view taken of the'subJect at that txme that -

ShLECT COM\IITTEE ON TIMBER DUTIES ) 3:,‘5’;[ : o

Jamcs D Hume,
Esq.

‘ 1 Jlme 1835

“tection till the yem 1810, and that only in tonsequence of the war and the state of;j‘ SRR




‘ James D. Hume,

- Esq.

11 June 1835. -

R MINUTE% OF BVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE

it was dlstmctb stated that it was not to be consxdencd as a pel manent systcm,‘
and also at the same time observing that the effect was by no means expected to
produce anything like the derangement of the trade that had occurred. There was
a particular observation in the Repmt that the importations at the time previous to

1821 had consldenb]v increased from the Colonies, but that there was by no
means any ground for reckoning upon a coutinuance of that increase ; thcy re-
ferred to some extraordinary cncumstdnces as the cause, -and also the macmtude
of the protecting duties; they considered that the temporary circumstances had

ceased, and as they were about to reducc the pnotccuon from ('3 $. 10 45's., .

. they fmtlmpatcd a much more equal division of trade from that time than had

- occurred before or has since ; they must of course have expectqd a gr eater receipt

of revenue. I consider the result to have disappointed that Comnittee.
134. Do you consider it beyond the bounds of reasonable probability that cir-

cumstances of a political nature may again occur in which the loss of the timber

trade in the Colonies might become a question of great national importance F—
When a case of the mtcrruptmn of the Kuropean tr ade has actually occurred, and

3 occurred under such circamstances as lo have been the «noundwoxl\ for the great

change which has taken place in our system of timber dutu.a, every man must feel
that it is not impossible that such a case should occur again, but at the same time
it may now be considered very quesnunablc whether we had not much better have
put up. with the temporary inconvenicnce, for it is very evident we were getting
over ocur difficulties when we applied the costly remedy. The commencement ot‘ .
the dilemma may be taken from the expedition to Copenhagen, which was in 1807.

In 1308 the importation fell to 87,000 loads of wood, of which 26,000 only were.
received from Europe, and 60,000 from the Colonies. - In 1809, ‘and still without

- the protection, the imports from the Colonies had risen to 90,000, and the imports

from Lurope had increased to 54,000. In 1910, and’ cut.nnly sooner thau the
effect of the protection could have been very material, we find that the Colonies

- produced 123,000, and Europe again gave us 135,000, so that in' the*face of all-

the difficultics which had occurred, and in the most difficult period of the war,

~when the duty was so enormous, and the protection produced the eftect of drawing

. from the Colomea 125,000 loads, the imports from the Baltic rose from 26,000
cand 5 54,000, t0 125,000 ; therefore, having the experlencc of as bad a case as the

- imagination can picture, I think that all provmon against any great public event

“which might deprive us of the benefit of timber from the north of LEurope, may

well be leit for the period when the event shall seem to be approaching.

135. The question has a reference to the possibility of this circumstance, the
occurrence of a war between this country and Russia, in which the other northern

- nations, from which we now derive our principal supply of Baltic timber, namely,
~ Prussia, Denmark and Sweden, might coalesce with Russia; and supposing that.

war to be of any considerable dumtlon, two or three years 101‘ instance, what effect.
would that, in your opinion, produce upon the state "of the timber trade, our chief
* reliance being placed after a change of duties on a supply of the timber from the

Baltic >—The immediate temnomly effect would of course be very inconvenient; .
but it would show itself instantly in price, and encourage an increasc of the Colonial a

supply. I should rather think that if at any future period ‘'we should contract

difficultics of that nature, if we had not in the interim turned away from the ioremn
trade quite so much, the Colonies would have been much better able to supply us.
than if we had got from all the best places such immense quantities of timber as

- we have; for I'am told that the expensc of bringing the wood to the shipping ports -

. is alrcady rising in the Colomes in (.omequencc of the heavx dmma upon the most .

' fixed those duties expected a very different result ; they thought that the proportions * °
- to the two trades would have been very differ ent for thcy say tl‘at the plewous.
hnnpontalnons wcre not dl)) lonﬂex to be e\pected " : IR

. a(lnntaneous forests.

136. How do you account for the cncumstance, that the neducnon of the duty e
on Baltic timber in 1821, at the same time with' the imposition of duty for the first .

- time en Colonial timber, appears to have produced so little effect upon the relative . <
. Importations from the Baltlc and the Colonies ?—One mode of accounting for that, '~
I conecive to be the great common change in the expenses and profits of mercantlle -
* - transactions, and the increased energies- of all adventurcrs. - The fall in freights ~
- has been such, that the amount of protectnon intended to be the difference between:,,

a near trade and -a distant one, was in fact: overrated.  The Committee’ who. ;.




1 37 Was it not attended by an’ almost sxmultaneous reductlon in fretghls toa
: very considerable extent >—I understand the freights were cous1derably reduced
but still the trade hasincreased with the 1eductlon. B

138, The price of timber in America was also reduced was it not’-—I have
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' not any partlcularxeeollectlon of the shipping price in the C‘olomes, but I concelve B

that part of the cost lies rather in the better preparation.

- 139. Was the timber in the European market increased at all hv mat ﬁnaucml L

measule ?~—No, the protection being too great, the proportlon of European supply
went down while the other went up. ‘

140, Is it your impression, that the countrles in the Baltlc are enabled to supp.y, ‘
this country with all the large masts and spars, and so on, wanted for the use of

the navy?—1I understand that the shipping interest look a good deal to the Colonies

for masts. But it mlght very reasonably be supposed that a different system would

be applied to round timber for masts than that applied to common wood Masts.

‘ltl\e staves might be taken out of the ceneral rule.

141, Have you estimated what would be the probable eﬂ'ect on trade in general B
if the merchants in England are enabled to import Baltic timber for the manufacture

~of ships at a cousldenably Jlower rate than at present —There can be no doubt that =~

the present system of timber duties operatés against the shipping interest, as far as
relates to the building and 1epamn<r of shlps, but 1 suppose they thmk that the

increased charge on the ships is more than compensated by the freight of timber. . 1 :
If they had’ timber cheaper for their own use, it would enable British ships to com-, '

" pete better with foreign ships in other parts of the world.

142. With 1efe1ence to carrying timber between England and the Eunopean |
ports, do you think that the reduction of the duties would have the effect of -

throwing much of that trade into the bands of the English which is now possessed -
by the lOlGlD‘ll shlp owners >—1I have no doubt in the ﬁtst instance, ‘and for a con- -

siderable tune, the British shipping would have infinitely the largest proportion of

- the new. trade of the Baltu., because the foreigners would not have their shlps
- equally rcady, the British ships would seek employment nnmedlately, but in the

long run it would, I suppose, come down to about the level it'is at now.

-143. Towhat circumstance do you attribute the fact, that the foreigner is enabled

- in that trade to compete-with the Dritish ship-owner at present P—They compete
~with cach other like two of a trade; we are told that they sail a great deal cheaper

. than the British ships ; some of their charges are lower, and it:is bv reason of such
SRS compctmon that freights are lower as well as every thmﬂr else. =
144. Isthere a difference in Ireland as contrasted with England in the araduated o

~ scale of lenuths, on which duties are levied on deals?—The scale is dlﬁ'erent in the

two countries; in anland for instance, there is one dut} on deals of the length of -

- from 6't0 16 feet, all_the mtenmedlate lengths passing at the same duty; while in
~ Ireland the scale is graduated by two feet ata time for all the inter medmte lenoths
. \nth a proportionate duty upon each. ‘

"145. In proportion to: the number of cubic feet. of the tlmber and deals rela-
. ‘;txvely, is not the duty on deals very much less in Ireland than it isio England?— *
" The duty.on the smaller lengths is considerably less in Ireland ; but the real effect -
_is, these small lengths are not m)ponted into- EnOland whexc the duty has a

| ; prolubttmg efiect upon them.”

.146. As between the.revenue and the cousun.et, do. you think a more fr equeut .
«raduatlon just?—I belicve every one would approve of more flequent graduation; = = .

‘ and I never found an objection, except from the officers of ‘the customs, us to the‘ o
S \dxﬁlculty of the collection, but which [ suspect is much overrated. . PR
o 147..You are still of opinion that the duty ought 'to be collected accordmc to IR
"?,]jthe various len«rths, and not .the'mass of the timber; the cubic contents ?-;\fhe DR
- difficlty just spol\en of would be greatly increased if the duty was charged on- the -
- exact cubic contents; such a mode of charging ‘the daty would penhaps be conve- -

. “'niently and sufficiently approached by: ldl\lll" the duty still by tale, but at the same .

- time adjusting the scale to'a greater: variety of lengthis. -

>

-measutc.. But I have‘often thouant that deals, batteus and boatds of all’ widths an

~—That s ‘my view of thc preference of -the duty by tale to the duty by ‘specific

_148 You are understood-to say that ‘the. most pertect mode would be to take ttfj' I

according to the cubic. contents, but ' that i inconvenience’ and dtﬁ]culty might arise .
n domnr that at the- Custom- house, ‘and therelore you. would “propose to’ have dlf-""‘
ferent (rradatlons or lengths, approaching as nearly the cubic contents as you could? . -
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thicknesses, might be measured in piles. Thc trees mwht then be converted wxlh-
out waste ; and the wood could be sold the cheaper..

- 149. In what proportion are the mines charged with duty on the. trmber used o
in them —In Cornwall and some other places they have a drawback allowed on

_certain sorts of timber used in the mines.

150. So that in point of fact they come in without any duty ’——Not qurte all the
duty ; the amount only, beyond what'it was at some distant period, is remitted.

. When the duty ‘was considerably raised the Legislature remitted the additional

duties to the mines; but they are still liable to the duty as it was up to that time.~

151. Do you think it would be possible, without inconvenience, to give to the -
shipping intercst a similar advantage, and to allow them to have their timber duty-
frec for ship-building ?—This is a subJect which was taken into consideration some
years ago by the Board of Trade, when Mr. Iluclusson was the presideat of it. He

| OWGS VOVY GOXIOUS 16 WMUKT un dhun_‘t,ul\,ub u_y which ihe burp uwhners mlﬂllt nave a

drawhack of the duties on the timber used in ship-building. [ pomted out to .

* him that it had been done wrth regard to burldlmr churches. I thought it was

practicable that the ship might be survcyed at proper stages of her hurldmo by

proper persons, w ho would ascertain the quantity used in her building. He was

anxious it should be donc, and it was accordingly proposed to some pelsons of the
shipping interest; hut it was strongly opposed by the gentlemen to whom it was .
submitted, becausc they said 1t w ould be a means of burldrnfJr ships in future much-

‘cheaper than their own had been built, and that it would be a great bounty to the.

building of more ships. It was then observed that the national interest was usually
urged in favour of the shipping interest, and with it the maritime strength of the

‘country ; but the parties seemed to think it would be very hard to lower the value

of their present ships for a future object of that nature, partrcularly when that

‘ propu ty bad been already lowered so much as it had been at that time, :
2."You think. there would be no practical difficulty?—MYy opinion  is there . -
isno dlﬂlculty which i is not surmountable if the objcct should be deemed of suﬁicrent

im portance

53. Was the questron ever referred to the Lustoms r—No, ‘because the shrp-
owners rejected it in the early stage. ‘

154. Is the duty taken off in the timber used i in building churches 3——Yes, and

~ on bricks and every thing else subJect to duty.

Jo/m Mztc/tcll Esq

{ 16 June 183‘,

155. Is it also on tnnber dsed in hulldmtr dlssentmo chapels r———No. |

Martis, 16° die Junii, 1835.

THE RIGHT HON CHARLES POULETT THOMSON

IN TIlL CI[AIR.

fo/m JlIztclzcll Esq., Lallcd in ;. and anmmed

156. YOU have been a long “hlle connected with the tlmber trade mth j

Russia *—TFor the last 50 years. :
157. Have the goodness to state to the Commlttee what is and has lately been

 the state of the wood trade with Russia, compared with previous periods P—The -
. trade is very much diminished, to this country partrcularly, owing to the low price R
- ~at which Canada timber can be imported with the present duty, and likewise in' . .

" part owing to the woods being exhausted, and their having to go further up the;"

country for it, which creates an additional expense in brlnvmﬂ it down. :
158. Has therc been any considerable decrease in- the trade smce the years

1821 and 1822 *—Very considcrable.

159.. Do you refer to the tradc in tnnber, or to the trade m timber and deals ?

" To both.

160. Has the proportron of the decrease been the same ; : have deals fallen oﬁ'
more-than nmber, or timber more than deals 7——-I thmk the decrease has been more:

L m tlmber than in deals
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‘ 161. Are you able to state to the Commlttee the respectrve values in thrs market Jg}m Mztchell Esq
and the proceeds of different sorts of timber?—Yes; I generally make a. calcula—‘v »
~tion ‘at. the end of every season. Last Jaouary I made a calculation : Red pine - 16 June 1835-
'Canada timber -sold at 44 125, 6d., the then price of the load ; the duty 10 Sy ,/jw;‘,,‘ i
- freight 21, charges 3 s., interest 2s. 4d., commission and brokeraue 4s. 8d.; :
‘ makmg together 31, deducted from 4 2. 12 5. 6., leaves 1L 125 6 d. as the net |
~ proceeds. Quebec yellow pine, the sale price 3l 17s. 64d.; all the charges as
- above, 2/ 18s. 10d., leaving 185. 8 d..  Memel timber sold at the then price. of |
" 50 55 ; theduty 2l 15's., freight 19s., charges 3s, interest 2. 8 d., commis-
~ “.sion and brokerage 55. 3d.; makmg together 4[ 4. 11 d., leaving | thenet proceed -
o ofrlos1d Rma fir trmber sold at 51 78 6d.; the duty 217 159, freight . -
1l 1., char&es 3 5.,  interest 2 5. 8., commission and brokerage 5. 4d. ; making '
. together 417 s., leaving the net proceeds 1l 0s. 6d. It may be perhaps neces-
. sary for me to draw the attention of the Committee to the circumstance that
Canada red pine sells at 12 5. 6 d. a load less than the second quality of Memel
- timber, and leaves 12 5. 6 d. more proceeds ; makmc a difference between the two L
“of 25 5.'a load within 1 . ‘
_162. Have you any calculation of the same kind wrth respect to deals ?—— -
Yes.
. 163. Have the ﬂoodness to state it to the Commlttee r‘—-—Quebec plne deals, the
~long hundred of 1‘70 deals, 12 feet long, three inches thick, and 11 inches broad,
of the first quality, equal to two reduced standard hundred sold at 1472 105, per -
~ standard hundred, makes 29 /.; duty 2 /., freight 12 /., charges 19's., interest 14s. 6d.,
- commission and brokerage 11, 983 mak:nc 17k 2s, 6d leaving net proceeds '
11l17s.6d.,0r 51, 185, g d. for the Petersburuh standard hundred. St. Peters-
“burgh red wood deals, the Jong hundred of 120 deals, 20 feet three inch by 11 inch
- crown  deals, equal to. standard bundreds 3. 1. 10, at 16/ per standard hun-"
-+ 'dred; 534'65.8d. ; the duty 221, freight 114 13s. 4 d,, charges 12 115. 8 d,,
~interest 1. 6s..8d., commission and brokeraoe 20 13s. 4d.;. malung 39058, ...
~leaving 14/.15. 8d., or 41.45. 6d. net per ~ standard hundred. Christiana and
I‘rednckstadt deals, the average length 15 feet three inches by nine inches, red "
-wood deals, 120 sell at the present moment for 371.155.; duty 19/, freight 42105,
landmﬂ charges, rent, &c. 11, 0. 6., interest 14 s.. 3d commission and broker-~ . -
age 1/. 17s. 9d.; making together 27 L 2. 64d., net proceeds 10/ 12s. 6d;
. 120, 15 feet three inches by nine inches, deals, are equal to standard hundred ‘
21 0s 58d, therefore they net 5. 3s. per standard huudred. ‘White wood
; Norway deals, at 2/ for 120, 12 feet three inches, nine inches less than yellow,‘
. will therefore net rather less than 4 /. for the standard hundred. .
164. Can you state to the Committee the prices of red fir timber at anv perrod. ‘
before the war, or: during the war?—I cannot from my recollection ; but during
~ the war the prices were so various that they do not afford any rule to go by. . T
have paid 8/. and 10/ aload freight during the war ; when T paid this it was for. - C
" Government. The private ‘market could not bear such a high rate of freight. - o
.+ 165. Can you state to the Committec what the freight. of timber is now, and; o
7~ what you have known it durmﬂ the ‘war ?——The frercrht now from Rigais 205.a
" load. S '
- 166. Do you: remember what you used to pay some, years aco 9—-—No, 1 do not
. recollect what was paid before the last war ;. I recollect what the frerght of hemp /‘
- and flax was at that penod from 30s.to 35 5. a ton. . : . S
- 167. What is it now —TForty to forty-five shlllmgs o S
~:.2168. Do you remember what the highest rates or the medlum rates were' whrch e
. ~you paid during. the war?>—No. . 1 think between 3l and 41 per ton on hemp,‘ T
. I do not remember as to wood at all R VO
<74 169. What was. the  freight: on tallow’ before ‘the war P—-——I do not recollect S
" Those freights I mention are to London. - When we ship from Riga to Liverpool =
“and the’ west .coast, the’ frerght is- aenerally 4$..to 5. per load. of timber higher
" than to the east coast.” From: Prussia they get timber to' Liverpool, I understand L
“at the same freight, or at even a lower freight than to London by Prussian ships. | The I
reason: of that is,’ that.Prussia does not admlt salt ‘into Prussia except by Pr ussian
hips, therefore they are enabled by that means to take the frelght of tr'nber at a‘, :
ow Tate to get a high freight on salt back. : e e
170.. Couplmu the two. together they. make 1t answer r—Yes. S ..
21171, What is the quality of wood you: chleﬂy rmport from Russra f—Masts ﬁr.
tlmber, red and white. wood de Is. and ‘wainscot logs. | B e
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172. You st'tted that a nood deal of thc wood wblch was near, the river-has
been cut down?—Yes; w here they are nrmmpally supplying the Riga market with -
timber now is in forests, which, upon ‘the wmelting of the snow, float down in
small rivulets to the Dnieper; then it is directed up the current of the- Dnieper,
if in time to get through the ‘canal that communicates between Berezina and the
Duna, the timber couies down to Riga the same year late in the antumn, but gene-

‘rally speakmmt 1s' two years; as, 1t thcne is any mtenuptlon in getting it. to the

canal in proper time, they let it remain and bring it down the tollowm(r spring

- without going throuwh the canal.  When brought down the same year the expense

Is gr eater tlmn if brourrht only the second year. Most of thc shortcx timber is from -

- nearer forests, and comes in one year.

173. Has the expensc of bringing wood to R:ga mcreased of later—It must
increase from the greater dlstance they have to bring it, but still it is very low. 1
have landed two cargoes of timber just now, the one cost 21 s. ( d.a load and the

other 21s5.11 3d,, free on board.

174. Of what quality *—DPr mmpally of second quahty, but a. small part c1own. ‘

There is no crown shipped for London from Riga, it is only to the outports.

175. Has there not been a particular kind of timber with which )ou have becn

“in the habit of supplying the Navy >—That is the crown, all crown ; butit was prin-

cipally of a great length, as it was used for building masts. We were bound to.

~ deliver an average leu"th of 30 fect, a few of thos\ 60 fcct lonw, m the square

12410 13 inches all the w ay, and all free of knots. ‘

© 176. IIaa there been any’ considerable variation of price in that p’trtlcula\ kind ‘
of timber within the last three or four years?—No ; that particular kind was not
cailed for to any extent until the Navy Board adopted it for the making of masts. -

Tt entails a very considerable additional expense, the transporting a lon(r piece of -

timber as compared. with shorter lengths, besides the difficulty there is in procuxmg

such ; we cannot procure such superior timber, and of such a length, at-a less price
than 45 §.10 50 s. per load free on board.
177 Ave th(, Admiralty the only consumers of that lo.m timber ?—Not cntirely ;
small quantitics of it have gone into Devonshire and other parts, required, I under-
stand, for the use of the miners and other particular purposes.

178. Are you acquainted with the mode of cutting and clearing timber! in the

- Russian and Prussian provinces of which you have spoken >—No.

179. Are you aware whether the whole woods near the banks of the river are .
cleared, or whether it is necessary to select here and there >—They select the best.
trees, pamcularh where they are cutting for masts. A piece of timber that would
be 60 feet Jong, and from 12 to 13 mchcs square from one end to the other, is
a considerable sized mast.  We have other descriptions of wood of the same

~ quality, but which do not come to this country ; one reason is on account of the

duty ; they are slab- C(lﬂ‘ed, which occasions such a great increase in the number of -

loads, and a conscquent increase in the duty, that they are never sent to thls\ ‘

country; it all goes to Holland and Belgium.

180. Have the goodness to describe thc meaning of slab-edged 'v’——It is not dle- |

square, but rounded-at the corners; if that timber was cut down to die-square,

instead of being 12 mclxcs, it would bn per lmps only10. In former times we used " ,‘

- to export a lary ge quantity of wainscot logs, but that has very ‘much diminished,

owing to the lugh duty, and the low duty upon ‘other kinds of wood in this country, .

which compete with it, particularly mahogany and cedar wood. I think before

1790 the duty on wainscot log was only 9s. 11d. per load; and it'wasafterwards .~
iner eaccd to 753. or, So0s., when I saw Mr. Huskisson upon it, and he reduced itto .
55 8., at which it still remains. If there is no leductlon in- that duty, the trade o

. must be much curtailed, or entirely cease.

181, What sort of’ tlmber are the wainscot logs +—A specws of oak; “hat is v
- used in churches ; and a great deal of it will be requned in‘ the new Houses of . -

- Parliament. It was also tormexly almost’ exciusively used for boat-bunldmg; but.
+ the Canada oak has superseded it for that purpose. The duty on mahogany was

) teduced ﬁom 3115 6d. to 1/ 10s. per ton; while the duty on wainscot still - .
"‘Lontmues. There should be'a rcductlon of 30 sa load upon it, 1f that is to con-‘;_;» .

. ‘tinue to be unponted

'182. That is placed unfauly on wainscot logs ﬂ-——the S0. - S
183. Is it not found, from the rcductlon of the duty on. mahoaany, that theg

- importation of wainscot logs has declined >*—The reduction in the duty on maho- "
g:any, ,and tlxe low-duty on ccdar and other woods, has curtalled the con-

,Q, e o "',_‘; Sumpllon
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R sumptxon for general purposes, and the low duty on Canada oak for that of boat- Jalm lechell Esq.»
- ‘buildin , : ’
o 184gi ou have stated that the prxces of Wood at Rwa have been vradually‘? 16 J““e ‘835'
- declining for some years past?>—They were never lower than at. present, except
' large masts, which “are scarce to be got, and only'in a very limited quantity. -In -

‘former times' the Russian covernment lev1ed a_considerable duty onthe expor-
- tation of all wood; but that ls done away ‘with,: and the present duty is a]most
nommal :
185. Do you happen to recollect when that ch'mae of duty took place '-—-I do
| not recollect the exact period ; but the present duties are very trifling.
, 186. Are you of opinion that, at the present prices, the proprietors of forests can ’
- continue to. cut down as much timber as they do now?—I should think not.
Situated as the woods are, the trees are of no value except for being exported and
, therefore, Lowever little the proprietor may get for his timber, it 1s still ‘a’ gain to
him. When such timber sells at Riga at about 22 s. per load, the propnetor can- o
not get much for it, considering thc (neat dlstance lt has to be transported and the L
 time required for domrr so. : .
187. Any considerable demands then for tnnber W ould have the eﬁ'ect ot ralcmo" B
“the price in those countries >—1I conceive so, decidedly; any considerable: reduction
in the duty on Baltic timber, say 15¢. to 20s. a load, must necessanly increase the
" demand in the Baltic, and raise the prices. Accordlng to my views of the trade, it
would be a preferable mode to double all the duties on timber ﬁom our Colomes,
and reduce the duty on that from the Baltic about 5s. perload. .
- 188. Have the goodness to e\plam what are the grounds of your oplmon that
‘it would be more advrsahle, in case of change, to diminish the proportions by
doubling the duties on timber from. the Colonies, rather than by diminishing the
~ duty upon Baltic timber ?—1I think the present scale is altogether disadvantageous.
" 'The system most desirable to regulate our duties is, in my opinion, that “there
should be a fair competition with every country from which you get your supplies;. .
“you by that eans keep the price moderate at. the place of productlon, and of S
_ consequence less to the consumer here, and get more revenue. : o
- 189, In suggesting the propriety of dmnmshmc the proportlon rather by thex e
alteration of the dutv on Canada than by the (hmmutlon of the duty on the’ Baltl(., L
you look to revenue *—In some measnre. At the’ present scale of duties there is .
. no competition between timber from the Baltic and that from Canada. There - .
- must either be, to create a competition, an' addition to the Canada. dutles, e
sor a reduction of the Baltic. . A. great reduction of .the Baltic, as I statedf‘,’f‘;"'
before, would increase the demand, and s a natural consequence, raise the prices-
~in the Baltic. At a low duty for Baltic timber, the slab edged tlmber I have\ .
described could be imported with advantage. - Bt
. 190. Would not the effect be just the same, supposmc the proportlon to be'ﬂ
. diminished, -as you have supposed, 15s:, whether that was done by raising. the -
© duty on Canada, or by lowering the dnty on :Baltic?—No, ' I should think not,"
" "'because it would occasion such an increased demand for Baltic timber. as to raise .
- the price considerably ; and Canada would still get more ‘proceeds for her tlmber,“ ,‘

- pifthe duty was doubled, than they “ould for. Baltxc, wlnch Is s0. much superlox ino

- qualit o R

1 19¥ You. have supposed a reductlon of the protectxon between Baltlc andi‘
L Canada timber to the extent of 15's. ?—Yes, not exceeding 15's.; if you exceediz o

15 8.y theu there is an end of competition, to the disadvantage of" Canada, - R

-+ 192."Suppose the reduction were to the extent of 5.5 what would be the eﬁ'ects*f o

‘ ~:',of that >—"That would do no"good at all one way. or the other, in my opinion, " . il

1193. Do you know of any fraud of this description having been carried on, -

o Baltlc timber being shipped to the Colonies for the ‘purpose of be?no introduced into .

. this country at- the ‘Colonial duties>—1I 'have. never been’ engaced'in"it myself’;’

- but'my- house in nga shipped one cargo. for. . friend in this country, which went:
‘that circuitous route. -As there was' an Act of the Leglslature allow Ing. thrs, I can-ﬁ

"not consider it ﬂaudulent S

- 1104, ;Do you happen ‘to lmow that there was'a cortsldelable proﬁt made by that:

circuitous voyage f—1I think’ ‘about 10 5. per load.- , ’ -

" 1195, Extra profit?—1 am afnald there has been no. p oﬁt from lmportm«r

g»the Baltic, but in that extra uay 3 there isa loss of from 2 s to : 3.9. a load onev

Joad of Baltic timber: nnported into London; ‘ SRt

196. Are you dware’ whethex that’ circuitous | uade ha g,one to any‘extentv

from -
ery.
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T am not aware of the extent, but 1 have been told upwards of 12 cargoes in the -

- last year, besides some pitch pine from the United States, in the same manner. - o
197. In drawing a comparison between the net proceeds of the American red

pine and the Memel timber, 'you have compar cd the red pine with Memel timber .

of the second quality ; will you explain to the Committee why you have taken
‘Memel timber of the second quality in preference to crown Memel 'timber ?—
Because there is little or no crown Memel - timber comes to London, and the
second quality of Memel is superior to the first quality of Canada. |

198. What do you consider the relative qualities of red pine and Memel tlmber

 of the second quality ?—The red pine sells: for 125. 6d. a load less than second

quality of Memel; that is the criterion to judge of the quality, as the consumer

the case.
199. Is there any difference in the state ‘of the manufacture in which the two

articles are imported ?—Yes, the red pinc is not so well manufactured as the Memel,

for it is not so good a square; I think not such a hardness of wood, not of so oood
a quality as the Baltic timber. k

200. In your calculation of the cost of the importation of I’etersburgh red deals, -

you make a charge of 17. 65. § d. for interest; will you explain to the Committee

how it comes to so large a sum?—The interest is reckoned on the selling price ;-

if you calculate thei 1mportatxou of timber, you have paid the first cost, the ﬁerght
and have pald the duty, there must be interest upon the whole.
~ 201. Is it the practice to pay duty on the importation, or when sales are effected ?

- —Yes, if sales are made from the ship; the charges would be higher 1f they are,
~landed.

202. Are not the deals always imported in bulk >—Wood cannot be in bulk

if it is meant in whole Lartroes it 1s often unported 50, and also w1th tlmber and‘

other w ood

203. Is it not the cheapest invoice “lnch you' can make of a cargo, 1f you sup-

pose that you unmedmtely meet with a customel on the arrival of the cargop
Certainly,

1204. You “ould have to charﬂe a hmher price upon_ the carao, 1f mstead of
eetmtr with an immediate (.ustomer, you suppose the cargo. had been landed in .
- bond ?’-—Certamly ; all the landing charges, rents, and interest upon the pnme cost

and upon the freight, must bear their proportion.

205. The question related. to interest, not upon the freight, but upon the duty .
- if you meet with a customer 1mmed1ately, why do you charge interest on the duty? -

—1I have reckoned the sale at six months.

 200. If you meet with an immediate customer on' the arrival of the cargo, “the o
“importer pays the duty 1mmed1ately, and he sells his cargo on a six- months blll o

does not he ?— Six,’ seven, eight and nine months.
207. Six months is the shortest =—Yes.

208. Then there would he a month elapse between the drawmg of the btll and'
- the arrival of the cargo, which would make it altogether seven months, would it
~ not?>—We gencrally’ allow 14 days or a month for ‘the delivery, and under no cir- - L
_cumstance can the importer incur less than seven months’ interest. ‘

- does not give w ithin 125. 6 . a load of that he gives for Memel timber. I am of -
~ opinion that if the duty on Baltic timber was in any considerable degree reduced,
a much larger quantlty of crown timber would be used in the country than is ‘now

- 209. It seldom happens that you meet mth a customer the vely day the cargo :
arrives e—Certainly not. ‘

‘210. Therefore you must allow at least a month ?—-Undet the most favourablc L

g c1rcumstances there is always seven months’ mterest allowed.

"211. The duty being 22/, freight 112 13s.14d., and other charges amountmgﬁ h
- to 39/ 5., you state fo the Commrttce that leaves 14/.'15. 8d. as the net pro-
ceeds to the exporter from Russia; these two sums together therefore must constitute;
-~ the whole cost of the commodity, and taken together they amount to 534 6s. 3d.;
“allowing seven nonths’ intcrest to be' charveable on the importation, how ‘can that L
make 1/. 6. 8d. on the gross, invoice, 1n(.ludmcr every charge of 534. 6s. 8d.P—
" The interest on the sum of 5 3[ 6s. 8d. for seven months w111 [bcheve, make the ‘
14 6 bs. 8d. charged correct. - o )
“212." In the answer you gavetoa former questlon, you used an expresson to thls
‘eﬂect “ that the timber in some parts of RUbbld. ‘was exhausted, or partly so, that
- they had to go further up the country for it ;” supposing, therefore, that the 1mport*f
o of txmbex ﬁom those parts of Russxa to V\hlch you have ulluded were materially
, ‘ ‘ S R Lo mcreased,“
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o mcreased by the altelatlon in the duty whlch you think would be polmc, would Jv’"‘ M“"h‘” 1“39{ :
not that have the effect of further exhausting the supply of timber in all the shlppma
ports, and thus have a tendency to enhance the prices?—1I stated before if the re- 16 J?“°j‘§35:

- duction was very great, 155. or 20s. aload on'Baltic' timber, I think it would =~ -* . .°

- enhance the price, it would occasion such a demand; but not a moderatere- .
duction, the price. would not be materially enhanced, 1s.0r2s a load it might 0
be, but it is of extreme low value at present itself. AR TR

213. You are understood to' state, that a large reductlon of the duty on Baltlc N
timber would have the effect of necessa"xly enhancing the prices?—Yes. TR
- 214. You said also that a smaller reduction would not materially affect the -

- price P—1 should say a smaller reduction would not affectit atall; by the reduction .

I have su;_,gested r tlnnk the pnce “ould not be affected more than 1s. or 280

a load. : :

- .215. Whatevcr reductlou mmht be made, if that reductlou led to an' lncreased“* ‘

demand for tlmber in that quarter would it not necessarily to some extent aug.
‘ment the price >—That would depend uponthe extent of the reduction ; it would
depend upon the increase of demand occasioned by the reduction, which necessanly L

- ‘would be larger if that was great. But as I stated before, a different descnptton o

of timber would be imported from the Baltic if the duty was low. EEEA
- 216. Supposing such an alteration to be made in the timber duties as would have o
the effect of transferring one half the timber trade now carried on with the British coen

. North American Colonies to the shores of the Baltic, would not that in your .

- opinion have the cffect of materially enhancing the price of Baltic timber?—' o]
I think it impossible that any alteration of the dutyewould diminish the importa- -

~ tion from our Colonies one half. . Butif. a reduction ‘was made, which was so great

- as tobe expected to transfer one half of the trade from the Colonies to- the Baltlc,
it would in my opinion be counteracted by an advance in price in the Baltlc, which
“would send back a great part again to the Colonies. = ‘

217. You made use of an expression, ‘that Baltic: timber, canuot now. competef
with Colonial ; is there not a considerable trade now carried on in timber with the

- Baltic >—There is a trade carried on, but it is a losing trade. to all concerned in it..

- People that 'have embarl\ed their capital ‘in it must realise it, but it has been a .

. losing trade for many years past; there has not been a load of Baltrc tlmbet sold 3

‘ ?“ataproﬁt in this market for some years past. . - Ce

-+ 218. Your expression meant really, that 1t could not advantaoeously compete« T
with the Colonial trade?—Yes. T

-+ 219. Have you at your- countlnrr-house any account of the price in the foreron Lo
market of timber previous and subsequent to the breakmg out of the war in 1793 ?

—Not here, but I could procure it from Riga. '
220, Can you state what was the price durmg the short: peace, and what was
the subsequent price on the xenewal of the war ?—-I have no recollectlon I canf

- procure it from Riga. ‘ :

© . 221. What proportion of tlmber 1mpum:d ﬁom Russra is. brouvht in Butlsh_a‘

. shipping >—Almost all, very little in Russian ships; both timber and  deals from .
Russra, 99 out of 100 are British ships. - From qussra it is dlﬂ‘erent From =
Norway, g9 out of 100 are Nor\\egnana : o

-~ 222. How do you account for that r—-The Norwemans can sall cheaper but the DR

~Russian mercantile navy is in its infancy. - -

" '223. Supposing the Prussran (rovernment were to do away w1th the restrnctlou R

,y'whlch ‘compels ‘the import . of: salt in Prussian. ships, do you conceive a greater .
- quantity of Prusssian timber would be imported into this country in Brmsh ships? - .

. —It would only be in the trade to, leetpool for 1t is only there that they can NEEE N

- get salt. Lo

: g 224 To the extent of the trade of leerpool you thmk that would be the case"; o

. —Bntlsh ships. cannot carry timber from Prussran ports. to Ltverpool Just now, PR

.+ ' because they can get no return flelrrht the Prussrans get a retum ot salt at a ver y

" high'rate.. ST -

-, 225, Does not the larae body of vessels enga ved m the tlmber trade ploceed“

. from this country in ballast p-—-Yes, prmcnpally, but many carry out coals to drﬁ”erw L

‘ent ports in the Baltic. = "

:226.: The number of salt’ slnps is completely msxgmﬁcaut ?—-It is. only to Lwer- i

‘pool that they can go for salt, :but a great many of the British. ships that, lro to the’

‘Baltic for timber and deals, carry-out coals to. different ports \ ,

_’;:’227 ‘Ag m eat many of the ships | that come fromiPetersburglale shtps t at mve,

: ! ‘ JE S ‘proceeded
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proceeded with sugar from the Braznls, are they not?—Y cs, but these are all vessela |
of the first class, and too valuable to load wood cargoes.

228, Do you conceive the supply of Russian timber can be mcrcased to an
unlimited e\tcnt,,?—-\Tot to an unlimited extent, certainly.

209 To a very great extent?—1It can be doubled. ‘

230. Could it be quadrupled without raising the pucc?——\To, cext‘unlv not, ‘
without raising the price. N
“231. What do you conceive to be the compa\ ative expense of bringing it to the
shipping port, Riga, for instance, as comparcd with the cxpensc of lmnwmﬂ it to

o
Qucebec:—1 cannot judge of that. T understand the price in Quebec for red pine

s 30s. 2 load; the price in Riga for that timber is somewhere about 22 s. a load.

232." You are speaking now of second timber >—Yes; but far superior to the

" best Canada.

233. You have stqtcd that in consequence of the high dut), tlmber from the
Baltic is sent of a better qudhty and better squared, inasmuch as they would bave

~the same. duty to pay on an ill-squared balk of timber and on a’bad balk of

‘timber, as on that of the best quality P—1 do not mean to say that it was in’ conse- |
.quence of the high duty, but that the timber was better squared. There have always

been two or three descriptions of timber at Riga; one English-squared timber, that"

‘is die-square, the Dutch timber, that is slab- edgcd, and a third descrlptlon of
~timber not much exported now, o smaller size and slab-edged, which principally

“went to Ostend and Holland ; but the e\ipoxhtmn of this kmd from Riga is now.

very much diminished.

234. Are the Comnnttce.to understand you as meaning, that :f a, bad qudhty
balk of timber was sent, they would not have the same ircmht and the same duty
to pay upon it?— lhey “ould have the same frcwht and the same duty to- pay
upon lt ' :
35. Of course the effect of this is to m(d\e the - timber scller abroad send the
first quqhty to this country, on account of the high duty?—There is little. of the -

~very best quality comes to this country, only to the outports in small quantities, =

where they will pay any price, or the Admiralty buy crown timber. Ve.ry little
comes to London. ~If the duty was lowered more crown timber would be 1mported,

" and that denominated Dutch timber could be brought to this country. -

- 230. Is it not better squared >—It is just the same timber. The brack at ng"l.
is very rigid, and what is crown is very perfect. When there are: many knots or
other small faults it is made into sccond quality. :
237. Do not they select the best timber, so as not to send a bad article here
that would have to pay high dut ~—-lhele is crown and brack. We never export -

~ the third quality from Rma

238. You state that the 1mpoxtat10n of wainscot logs is almost dxscommued F—

* In a great measure, to what it used to be.

| though the boats were better built ot wainscot than of any other quahty t—They | -
were at first dcarer, but in the end they were the cheapest, that is what I have '
" understood from the man that managed my shipping,. - :

- ~which can come from no other part of the woxld oi so- valuable a quftlxty P |

239. A great many years ago the whole of the boats belonmnﬂ‘ to the ships of |

this countly were budt of w'uuscot ?—In the Navy entuel), and v very gencnally in

the merchant service. , -
 240. There is'no otber place from which you can fret tbe wainscot ]otrs r—-—lhey -

‘used to come from the Rhine, but a differcat desunpnon of wainscot.

241. Your opinion is that the high duty occasions a dlscontmuancc of them, :

" 242, Therefore it is a bad pohcy to continue a high duty on’ such an amcle,'

S Undoubtedly.

243.  Are you a shipowner r——\To, I am for tunately not When Mr Husklsson””

- began to alter the Navigation Laws 1. put a bxoom 3 the- mast—head of all my o

. ships. -

244. You said that the tr ade io the Baltlc was a forced trade that it was Stlll:‘

" continued  because capital was' invested in it; in what manner is that capital-

“invested >—Y ou must advance that capltal two years before you can get the article; =~

- and the Jast10 years I have not made interest for the capltal mvected in the wood

trade by my housc in Russm but dftﬁl buntr 50 years. in 1t, one does not llke to RPN

g,lvmt up. |

| absolutely pl oﬁtablc~-Yes, I belleve that thcy do

- 245. You thmk persons sometimes cany on’ trade a httle 1onorer than 1t 13:5,5

, ‘246 Is o

e




*a trade where it is laid out either in fixed capital or in shipping, to retire from that.
~ trade without sacrificing a great part of his fortune P—If he retires from it he must 16 Junel‘1835. A
“make up his mmd to some sacnﬁce, that \Vlll be mo\e or less accmdmu' to cucum- o

‘ stances.

. 249. And- you do not pay anvthmﬂ addmonal for the breadth over the 12

~ Baltic timber or Colonial timber in sufficient quantltv, as it may best suit his pur-

' present day is not for quality but for (.heapncss. T

‘7 ‘brought from the Canadas, and the deals, are just as good as the better descnptlon S
of timber brought from the Baltic ?—I think not.

~_posing the Colonial trade in timber was cither entirely destroyed or materially les-
. sened?—The prices would naturally i mcrease but I thmk thatis a questlon W hlch o
g ilnvolves an nnpo:.snbxhty o !

L duced oneg half, do you think that that would have the effect of considerably r rais- _\1‘ -
-, ing.the price, by increasing the demand for Baltic timber >—If such a case were to.

. timber will go on annually increasing, ‘and that if the duty on Colonial timber was = ¢
. doubled ‘there would be but a trxﬂlng diminution’ in the 1mportat10n of Colonial -~ :/ .-
.. timber.. . Yellow. pine would be xeduced perhaps, and the sooner that is put out of IR N
. consumptlon the better. = ' . S

‘ ;,;the relative values of timber from. Canada- and the Baltic, rather than from any

- experience %I have no experience of the Canada’ trade at all; but. I'have some ~*
© property in- the. neighbourtiood of 1 Manchester, -one_or, two' ﬁeldS, that now are’. .
~covered with cottages for the opératives, that ‘go into them with their iron nails in? ¢
their shoes, indent in the floors. It.is. nothmv ‘tome; I have an annual qmt-rent ’
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246, Is it not extremely dlthcult for any melchant whose capltnl is cmbarked in Jolm Mztclzell qu.

" 247. When dld the trade cease to be pxoﬁtable r———Ever since. the peace, I think. .
- 248. You arc understood to say you are a commission merchant, and not
melely a timber ' merchant’-—-A commission merchant ‘but in - fact all the esta-
blishments in Russia are 'more or less commission merchants ; but of late years it

" has become the pw.ctlce to sell tlmber and deals at fixed prices in’ sterlmg, freeon -

board ship, deals by. the standard hundred, and timber by the load of 8%

. fathoms, the odd feet which the timber may have - ‘over the fathom 'not being
. reckoned at Riga. If the' piece is 23 feet, 22 or 21, we pay but: the. three
fathom,  if it is 24 we pay four fathom, but from 24 to 29 we ply no more

than four fathom till it comes to 30 ; we do not pay for the odd feet, nor sell the .
odd feet. . - ‘

inches®—Yes, we pay a_higher price for timber of a larger scanthnw or if it is of

 longer lennth, ‘but the vreater th\. thxcl\ncss ot the tunber the worse 1t is m quahty -
S in «renmal ‘

250. Is not the maxket now adequately supphed wnth tunber, both (‘olomal and o S

- Baltlc ?’——Cmtamly it is.

-251. What do you mean by adequat(.ly supplied '-——That there is no want of it.
252. So that the cotisumer of timber can now purchase in the market either

pose P—The consumer naturaily buys that which is cheapest Lver)thmcr in the B

253. You arc understood to state that you: ‘consider the consumer at’ present

~can provide himself either with Baltic timber or Colonial timber, as it may best
~ suit his purpose :—Cer tainly, they are both in the market, he can purchase either.
- If there is an extra-importation of Celonial, it will be lower in proportion than

",‘iBaltlc ; if it is the | othet way, the price must be aﬂ'ected by the quantltv in the
" market.

" 254. Isit not the fact, that for. man) oxdmary puxposes ‘the tlmber whlch is' ..

255. In consequence of its cheapness is it not prefer red in. man) mstancea"

LAs ] mentloned before, the order of the presentday 1s cheapneas ;-and any article, - - o
however bad it ay be, will be consumed if it ls cheap, mther than the better.‘ ‘

article if it is dearer. ‘ :
256. What do you conceive would be the eﬁ'ect on puccs to the consumer, sup- '

257. Supposing the trade with- the. Colomes wene, cont\ary to your opmxon, re- :

occur, it must ncrcase the price ; but I look upon it that the quantity of Lolomal =

~258. Your opinion is founded on the mcneased revenue, ftom 3ou1 knowledoe of ce D

end it is not'anything to me what they put uponit: . .. .0 ‘
“.259.+When were those. cottages. enected P——Some ale erectlnu now, some ]ast‘ \
year and the year.| befoxe. S i

~260. By far the greater proportlon of umber lmported from the Baltlc is of the;

,descnptlon_ of ﬁr tlmber, dxstnwmshed ﬁom deals and battens?’-—lt is, all ﬁ"‘
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at prescit. S o

~ 262, If you reduced the deals to their proper dimensions, the larger quantity
would be deals?—Yes. . - . s ‘ ? L
263. In the five years preceding 1830, namely, 1825, 1826, 1827, 1528 and 1829,

the average quantity, in each ycar, of fir timber brought from Prussia was 148,500
loads; for the' last five years, beginning with 1829, the average quantity of fir
' timber brought from Prussia appears ouly to be $0,000; do you attribute that to
the operation of the dusies?—Certainly. | R
264. Do you not suppose that is a confirmation of your position, that the trade

is not profitably carried on, when in the last five years, compared with the preceding
five ycars, the quantity has becn reduced from. 148,500 to 80,000?—1 belicve no
~‘person cngaged in the trade has gained anything by it for the last 10 years,

265. You recommend an increase of duty on forcign timber rather than u decrcase

* on Baltic; will you explain why it should be done in' that way ?—I consider that

by doubling the duty on Colonial timber, the exports from our Colonies would not
“be at all or materially diminished. . S S -
266. Why do you rather advisc the duty should be increased on the Colonial
than decreased on the Baltic timber P—That the quantity from the Colenies would
not be materially diminished 5 and Ilook upon it they must,. year after year, get
~ a larger supply of timber, and at a cheaper rate. 'If you make the whole difference,
leaving the Colonial timber as at present, and make the whole reduction 15s. or
2Gs. o load, it would cause such an increased demand as would increase the price,
‘and a proportion of that increase would go into the pocket of the foreigners.- ,
267. Your object is rather to render the trade a remunerating one to the dealer
“than to transfer the trade from the Canadas to the Baltic >—There would then be
"a fair competition, which does not exist at present. S S
268. Supposing you reduced the duty on Baltic timber, leaving the Colonial
timber untouched, why would not the same effect follow >—The same effect would

~in part certainly follow ; but by reducing the duty on Baltic timber, I will sappose :

155, 1 consider that the price would be more enhanced in the Baltic than if the. =~
duties on that from our’ Colonies were doubled, and only a reduction of 5 s.on
Baltic. From all the information T have been able to obtain, the best timber can
be imported from Canada at a lower rate than is now: paid ; and as the population
_ increascs, they will be able to bring it at a still lower rate. Lo
269. Suppose you increased the duty on Colonial timber by 10s. a load, do not
you apprehend there would be an increase in the consumption of Baltic timber?—
An increase, but not so much as materially to raise the price. T '
270. Would there be any advantage gained in the change *~—There would be
an increase in the revenue, without waterially enhancing the price to the con- .
sumer. [
271. In case, by reducing the duty on Baltic timber, you left the importation

~ from ‘the American Colonies the same, but materially increased the importation
 from the Baltic, you apprehend, of course, that the future consumption of timber,

by that reduction of duty on Baltic timber, would be very much increased ?—No -
doubt there would be some increase. Lo o
272. - 1f, on the contrary, instcad of reducing the duty on Baltic timber, you were - "
to raisc the duty on Colonial timber, do you apprehend, in that case, the consump-

. .

tion of timber in this country altogether would be increased >~—1I think the con-
sumption of timber, under every, circamstance, must go on increasing. . .
273. Do you apprehend that the consumption 18 altogether independent of the .

- price *—Not entirely, certainly, but the price would not be: enhanced to the con=

. little crown timber comes.

-, great advantage in reducing the duty on Baltic timber would, 'in my opinion, be,
" that 'a much'superior description of timber would be imported, as at present very .

sumer. If you reduce the duty on Baltic timber15s. or 20s. a load, individually - -
I should be most bappy, as I have a large stock -and should gain upon it, but I
~ think that would be prejudicial to the country. e
'274. In what sense do you mean; to the revenue of the country f~-It would cer-
‘tainly not give so much revenue, and would I think enhance the price in the Baltic.
~ 275. 1f you reduce the duty on Baltic timber from 15s. 10 205. aload, ' how

“much do you apprchend the price of timber would: be advanced in" the foreign "
market >—It is impossible to say, but I should say fiom 5. to 7. a load.  The =

" 276. Supposing the duty were reduced 203s., and the price in the foreign market
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" he pays now ?—Of course.

- f‘ L 30 s.a load 1 should think that 235., 243 and 255, i5a remuneratmg prlce for that. - B

' the war ?—No, France consumes now principally deals.-

PRI consrderably too.
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were enhanccd from 78 to 83., the consumer in thrs country would have the .Iolhi Mitchell, Esq.. - -
~ beunefit of about 12s. a load in price,. ‘would he not >-~Yes, certainly. —
~ 277. Do you not think the reducing ‘the price of timber 12s. a load would add 16 June 1895,
. to its consumptlon ’——There is no douht it would add to the consumptlon of Baltic ..
timber. : ,
. 278. Previous to the year 1808 which i is the date of the expedition to Copen- ,
* hagen, the supply of timber to this country was drawn from the north of Europe
- during the whole of the time from 1793 down to that period ?—I have no data to =~ vy
‘ go on ! for this ; during that period our expor tation from nga was much laruer than N T P
- .1t has becn since the peace o KR
~ 279. Do you recollect what | were the prlees of Baltlc tlmber from 179 ‘to that R
time 7—No, I have no account w1th me of the prrces ; T only know that in 1811
I paid 8/ for freight. .
280. Subsequent to the perlod of 1808 wlnch is that of the expedmon to
Copenhagen, there was a grecat scarcrty of tlmber for a short perlod in tlus oountry, .
- was there not?—There was. = '~ ‘
281. And freights rose to an enormous price durlng the occupatlon of the ports
“to the east of the Baltic by the French ?—In 1811 I paid 8/ and g/ a load for
freight. It was all by foreign ships, and it was only for the Adlmralty that Iim-
‘ ported masts and timber for the Navy. . - ;
282. Even at that period;, by means of high pnces, thls country did derive a

o ‘supply of timber from the north of Euarope; did it not, in a great measure P—Yes.

~ 283. The annual consumption ot nmber does not appear by the account to be
 increasing now ; do you think the use of iron in buildings is at all affecting the con-
~ sumption ) of trmber in building >—I am not competent to give an opinion upon that,
~In former years there have been great works gomc on, docks and 50 on, whlch have
now ceased.’

284. If your plan were adopted and the duty on Colomal trmber were ralsed -
and the duty on Baltic timber not diminished, you Lave said there would be an "
1ncreased demand for Baltic timber ?—A small i .increase, not a large increase. .

'285. Would not the effect of that be, that the consumer would have to pay a

‘ hlaher price for Baltic timber than he now pays >—1 should think not.
""286. The duty remaining the same and the demaud i increasing, what reason have
you to suppose that the consumer would not' have to pay a higher price for Baltic
- timber than he now pays 7—Because the demand would 'oe not 50 much lncreased o
as 1o increase the price in the Baltic. :
- 287. You think that the consumer would not pay more, but he would not pay g
less P—No. : ‘ ‘
-288. The effect wou]d be, that he would pay more for the Canadmn tlmber than o

289. Then the effect would be that he would ay more for Canadran tlmber o
. than he now pays, and would pay as much for Baltic ?—1I should doubt : his paying = .
~more for it. . I'should think he has to gwe a remuneratmo prlce to the Canadrans b
for that timber. - o sy
. 290, Are. you aware that there is a duty levred by Government on tlmber in
Canada ?~—No; but the red pme, ‘which 1s inferior to the second sort of Baltic -
tlmber far inferior to the crown, is hwher than crown’ ‘timber free on board, that is

291, Your: plan would be a plan which would increase the revenue, but would

: not increase the price of either article to the consumer>—No. - L
~292. Does the French government buy Baltic timber to any great extent smce .

.. 293. There is then.a competition in the Baltic market which durlntr the war dld o

" not exist ?—Yes, Holland 1mports constdex ably, and Belgmm is bemnnmnr to 1mportf -

2 204. Isnota different de=er1ptron of deals lmported for the French marketp .
I cannot say ; the French government used to have deals from Riga of Polish wood S
. they used to buy the best; but I believe the government have not lald in any of(

late years themselves; Toulon is: supphed from Odessa.” ‘ SRR
.295. Do you know what proportion of i 1mportatron from’ Brltlsh North Amerrca*w PR
consists of white pine, and what proportion of red pine -——-—No, there are no returns - - -
of. that ; as near as it can be calculated the i nnportanon of red . pme to London was.. .. ..
16,940 loads, and " yellow: pine 7,118 ; but  then . the. proportion of yellow to.the - *
est.coast, to’ Ireland and o Lwerpool ‘much exceeds the red pine. Formerlv,




| '3‘1‘ M[NUTES OF IZVIDI_‘.NCE TAI\FN BEFORE

' Join Mitcfell, Esq.

16 June 18335. ’

when the duty was modemte we e\ported from Rwa a consxdorable qu'mtlty of
‘white wood timber, but the present high duty and the low mte of that fnom our
Colonies has put a "total stop to that trade.

290. 185. 8. is the price free on board of the 3e\low pme thounh 30s. was the
price of the red >—That is the net proceeds, 18 5. 8. and 14 123 6d. ‘

297. 1o you think that, so far as the public are consumers of the yellow pme,
an additional duty.of 10s. could be paid without raising the price -'——-No, yellow
pine would not bear the additional duty.

298. There would be a rise of pncc, though not pelhaps to thc e\tent of the
increasc of duty F—VYes. :

299. Do you think that any persom who ship that pme could afford it at less 3
could - they shlp and bring it at less’-—-I cannot say; it is a remunerating trade,
1 apprehend, at present.

300, Itis the red pinc of America which best. adm]ts of compauson with the
red wood imported from Europe>—Yes. ‘

301. Itappears that the shipping price abroad of the red pme in’ Canada is
50 per ccut. above the slnppmﬂ price of the second rate white timber in the Baltu::J

—Nearly.

302. Do you speak of the pnces in the London market>—Yes.
'303. Tuking the price of the red pinc in the foreign market at 30s., and the

.price of red w ood in the Riga market at 2s, lower, is not- the price. of - 1ed me in
P P P ‘
- Canada about 50 per cent. above the price of red wood in the Baltic 7—Y'es.

304. Do you know that the pitch pine.is preferred for: ‘many. pu\'poses in. ﬂus

~ country to Baltic timberi—1 have scarcely seen the pitch pine. -

305. It is almost unknown in the London market, is it not?>—Two carvoes

“came in last year that went to Halifax, and came in at the Colonial duty.

306. They were ‘exported from ports in the United States to ‘ILthax, and from\ -

o theuce imported to this country at the Colonial duty >~ Yes.

307. You have siated that it is generally two years before 'you can get the t'mber ';

- from the forest to Riga; that you have always one year’s stock in hand for the sup-

- ply?

Ycs, in Memel; and sometimes it comes down to Riga i in the same, but 11: “
never gets down till the wonth of September or October..
309 If 2 sudden demand were to arise in this country in the month of M'ly,

‘you could not have a supply in the month of Junc F~We could have the last year’s |

supply, and short timber of 20 to 30 feet can always be brouuht downin the :prmﬂ

after it has been felled, but not the long timber.

309. Have you any estimate of the total valuc in Russxa. of all the tlmber nn{

' ,jportcd from that country into England >—No.

“310. Would it be ditficult to make that, adding together the export from Arch~ X

- angel and Riga? "~—~l"lmt could not be’ done, becausc in the Custom-house books,

there is only an entry of prices, the duty is so very trifling upon the export.- L
'311. Is there not for the information of merchants an “annual : summary given of

the exports from each of thosc leading ports, stating the number of ‘cargoes and.

-I\ am very sorry I was cver acquamted with it.,

o 1egard to deals fromthe Baltic; does it not give a consndemble advantage to"
L Russian deals cver the Prussian or Norw eman :—-Not over the Prussian, but OVeE:
" the Norwegian ‘it gives advantage’; but i in my ‘opinion that difference was very.

- wisely made at the time, - I conceive Norw'w, with that difference, is still able-to

- compete, and. compete advantaﬂeously, with” the Baltic.  Were we. to adopt the:

.~ scale of duties proposed in 18’*1, that cvery two feet should . pay .an- addxtlonal;

o duty, that V\ould mcrease the lmportanon fxom Nomay mateually, and in’ conse

‘from those ports >—Not. quite ‘accurate. - The timber is of different value; long

the number of loads? —Yes;  the number of pieces ot masts, box\aputa, tlmbex and -
deals, but not the number of loads. :

312. Would it not be casy to form a*very near estlmatc of the amount of tlmberf TP

timber, crown timber, ordinary sized crown timber ; the second quality of tlmber is

‘anotber value ; 3 the Dutch timber is another value. If you take the quantity: im-

ported here,.and then dedu;t the amount of frelght and charﬂes, and so on, that will - |
pretty nearly give it. : :
. 318, Supposmrr the duts es on’ Eumpean timber were 1educed one half whxch of

the exporting countries of the 'Baltic would be most: affccted in thelr oxpo\t of,{;.'
- t