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GENERAL HERBERT'S FIRST SCHEME.

Tue first froits of the study which the new General
Otflicer Commanding has given to the afiairs of our militia
with the object of increasing the interest taken in military
work not only by those corolled but on the pa t of the
general public as well, has appeared in the form of a
scheme of hol day parades and volun-ary camps,  Major-
General Herbert has issued o civenlar to the  Deputy
Adjutants General urging them to enter into communicas
tion forthwith with the oflicers commanding coips of city
militia, within the districts under their command, with
view 1o orgamizing beforchand military instructional work
to Le carried out on public holidays.  General Herbert
considers  thas such  opportenities should  be  cmployed
wherever it s possible, not werely to hold parades or
veviews, buu for ficld-days in which officers commanding
corps of active militin way gain some experience of tie
tactical use of” the three arts, by being placed in comnand
of a mixed force, +nd given a clearly defined tac ical
prodlem to crry out.  He thinks it may further be possi-
ble, by means of previous arravgement, to secure the
presence in camps of a large proportion of some corps for
the nights preceding and following the days fixed for public
holidays, and thus to give the men some ins 1uction in the
daily routine o” camp life,

In ovder to encourage such instruction the Minister of
Militia has authorized the iss w of cunp cqu pment for this
purpose under certain conditions. At stations wh e per-
manent school corps are quartered jthe ociliers and men of
those corps will be emplo;ed in pitching and prepaving
sueh carps, 5o that they may be availuble for occupation by
the active militia corps on t.c eve of the holiday.  After
consultation, as above dirccied, with the oflicers comman 1-
ing corps, the Deputy Adju ants-General ave expected to
report for the information ot the M jor-Gencral the proba-
ble number of men of cach corps th.t will tum out on each
holiday, and submit a programme of instructional work to
be carried out, with @ view o every facility being ob ained
for its exeeution.

Toat the militia may be expected U enter heartily i o
the proposed operations may be inferred from the suceess
attending affuirs of the kind undertaken in the past wit -out
even the slight public assistance now offered. The Thanks-

giving Day purades at Toronto have been notable exanples,

It is to be hoped that the answers received from the com-
manding oflicers will show a general concurrence in General
Herbert’'s scheme, and that a successful inaugural may be
held on the Queen’s Birthday, for which occasion rumour
fixes upoa Quebec as the probuble scene of military opera-

tions on a-large scale.

THE MILITARY RIFLE LEAGUE.

As an outcome of the recenv mecting of the Ontario
evecutive at Toronto, sowmething definite may now be
stated relative to League operations for the scason of 1891,
Linportant changes are proposed in thy rules giveraing the
competitions, and the League contests seem likely to in-
crease 1 popularity by reason of this action.

With respect wo the composition of the teams there
remains Lo be adjusted a difference of opinion as to theie
numerical strengtl, some holding out for an increase from
10 to 15 or 29 men, and others advocating two distinet
competitiong, one s ries of mateh s for tems of 10 and the
other for teams of 20. [t is, however, generally conceded
that the rule providing that wen having once shot on a
team shall not be eligible for any other that season, should
be done wway with.

Sighting shots will probably be no longer forbidden, and
competitors will thas be at liberty to peactise at other than
the League rarges duving the matches : the contests will
also be made wore a test of relative skill when the vitle-
men shhoting on hebitually dificalt ranges are allowed to
verify their caleulations as to clevation and windage betore
procecding with theiv watel s ores.

Further to equalize the conditions, it is proposed that
culy canvas targers should be allowed.  To ensure con-
fidence in the scoring reported, it is intended that wheve
single teams are shooting a vepresentative ot the League
shall be present in the buets (the expense to be borne by
the League) ; and when more than one team is competing
ou the same runge o representative from each corps partiei-
The

bullseye and vings e to be measared by those chosen to

pating is to be in the batts to check the marking.
cheek the marking,  The vange oflicors wnd their duties
will he as heretofore.

The order of shooiiug is left to the tewn captaing, no

restrietion being proposed us to fiving ju the sime ordey at
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the different ranges, or as to which of the several ranges
shall be fived first.

Last year's avrangements as to telegraphing are expected
to hold good, with the possible exception of some of the
more remote localities. for which whiever arrangements
are found to be necessmry will be duly made,

The matters of entrance fees and of prizes and badges ve-
main unsettled, but there seems to be a general feeling that,
it 15 not ad isable to spend wuch money on trophies to be
contested for under condit:ons at the best very wneven 5 and
that the funds yealized from entries shonld be applied main-
ly in the enconragement of the attendance of vhe toams at
the Dominion Rifle Meeting, there to contest on common
ground for the main trophy of the competition.

The dates proposed arve the 16th aud 30th of May, the
11th aud 26th July, and the 8th Angust—tive matches in

all,
one proposition heing 200, 400 and H0O yards, 7 shots, tor

There is still a wide diffevence of opinion as to ranges,

all five matches, and another, strongly advocated, being the
above ranges for the first, sccond and fowrth matebes, 200,
500 and 600 yards for the third: and 2000 400, 500 and
GO0 vards for the fifth wateh, with only tive shots at each
of the four ranges of the st matel,  Towil! be noticed that
one of these schemes drops 600 vards altogether, whilst e
other gives but twelve shots at that distanee,

Lt is expected that the {riends of the League will again
be to the fore with special prizes to add interest to the
shooting.  Sir Adolphe Caron, Minister ot Militia, an.
nounced ab last vear’s presentation that he wonld offer a
trophy ; aud Lt.-Col. the Hon. J. M. Gibson has promised
a President’s prize, so that the list is well starvted. A sug-
gestion which met with much fivour at the Ontario Exeen
tive meeting was that the Caron trophy shonla be competed
for at the Domiunion Ritle Meeting, to be awarded o the
League competitcr Lighest in the aggregate of the Snider
matches exclusive of the Sunding wmaich 5 and wso that 1n
this match ai entemee foe should he chaveed by the League,
the proceeds to o towards providing other prizs than ihe
Cavon trophys

The Government’s liberal wrant of free ammunition made
last vear standing good for this season also, communding
otlicers all over the commtry should mike an effort (o have
their corps well vepresented by Leagne temms, Last vear's
experience in connection with the Leagne natehes, where
all the aimunition was froe, and also with vespeet o the
wereased grant for chssdiving purposes, showed vather a
lack of appreciation of the efforts wade vy those in ithort-
ty to assist in the development of vifle practice.  Possibly
there was not time to make proper preparation for availing
of these grants of simmunition, bt there can be no excuse
for not making use this year of the opportuanities afoided,

Throngh the conrtesy of the publishers of Guting, we are
permitted to print the intevesting if brief story of the Mon-
veal corps told by Capt. Thoso S0 Blackwell (54th)y in that

enterprisiog publieation.  [o the Jannary number, ther
appeared the opening chapter of a series he is to contribute
on the Cimudinn Militia 5 snd Febwwary brousht w generous
sceond instalment, cven more fateresting than the fivst,
The matter is hawdsomely illustrated with portraits of com-
wanding officers past and present, of other noted men of the
force, and of buildivgs, trophies and military seones, the
pictures aloue making ic well worth  while for anv mili-
tary man to possess himself of the numbers of Outing
The

magazine well maintains its widespread veputation for gen-

through which Capt. Blackwell's aticle will vun.

erad excellener, and deserves from the reading public geu-
~rally the hearty support and encouragement  which the
wilitary features of the curvent nuners should elicit from
the friends of our wilitia,

Wi have been favowred with a copy of the wenu and
mvitation eards for the tirst annual dinner of the Sergeants’
Mess of the Wales Own Rifles

Kingston, and have groat pleasure in off ring congratula’

Fourteenth  Princess of

tions to the Mess upon the hapny design and skilful exceu

tton of the cards, "They are the handsomest we have seen

for-a good while, and the poetival sentiments accom panving

the toasts have heen very happily chosen. By all accoun s

the Nevgeants” Mess of the PW O Bds o dively dnstit-
tion, and we Liope the comnespontent who has kindly report-
ed the dinner proceedinegs will be heard from often in the

furure.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

{'This paper duex not necessarily share the views expressed in correspondence
published te s columns, the use of which is treely granted to writers on topica
of interest to the Mikiia.]

THIS TRAINING OF OFFICERS.

Eorror Munrria Gazerre,—1 have jnst vead C. B (s
levter, and it made e feela hivde asaf 1 were on a jury
and listening to counsel tor the proseeation, who was deter-
moed o seenve o convietion at all costs,

Lo is of comrse very deplovable that there should be over
SO0 ungaadified oflicers in the militia : but © what are yeu
f,’”i““.{ to (l() abaonr il.’? \\YII:H I\ lll" N‘lllt‘(l\'l »\'U‘ik‘illﬁ
them ail ofl secms too deastie. Neither is scq»lZIinng likelv to
mmprove matters, T’ better, as Major Mavine sis in
his lecture, to “make the best nse of the material von
have” I, must be vemembered that the faet tha: they have
not vet taker ont certiivates is only prowa focie evidepee
that they are not qualifiecd. Mauy of them, 1 have no
doubt, arve, as oflicers shoul ! be, Taeders of their wmen in the
best sense of the word,

in the sone WAy possession of o
certiieate does ot prove that o mae is gualified o lead. 1
merely proves that he has pagsed aeertam examinaiion, A
few oflicers faney the possesston of e certificate vives them
th right (o assame the aivs of an imperial ofti er, and to
enforce the cnstoms el diseiptine of s imperi sl army i
what is practieally o vepuidi an militiag but we are nof
troubled with them long: they soon resign,

The pomt [ wish (o maks, however, is, how does (4 1. ('
propose to il the vacaneies for ofticers {0 There isn't @ bat-
talion that T know of with its full complement of oflicers.
Sweely an uncertiticated officer 1s hettor than nothing wt (!},
As L know him, insread of being o jay in peacock feathers,
etes heds usnadly o popuibos man, and alway = to be depend
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ed upon for a good subseription to the company ritie match,
the battalion mateh, the band tund, cte., ete. L familise
with the ofticer who says, “ Where must Lgo now t” op
« What command shall T give next!” but I can easily for-
aive him that if T respect him otherwise.

° Purchase may be abolished in the British Xvmy, but it
takes a man of indepeudent weans o be an oflicer just the
sume.  Here a man practically buvs  bis commission. [
have served now in the ranks over six yewrs; my puy gees
into the company fund, aud I have spent about 315 per
annum, exclusive of rifle shooting expenses, and exclusive
of 330 or su for a sergeant’s outlit. I think I bave done it
pretby cheap. 1 could be an nliiwr.if I chose to increase
my expenditure. I wn told lh:}t in one qt' ‘our cavahy
corps it costs a trooper about .:'l_UH for lus‘ uniform on
joining, and an officer at lease $H00. 1t is absolutely
necessary tit a Canadian ofticer should be popular, and he
must also have a presty  taiv in-ome, T shoubd say at least
51,200 a year to spend on himself. ne should  know
enough w prevent biw making an ass of himseli on parade,
and he soons learns that, 11t is wsked that he be quaiified
to lead against vegular troops, that is a standard that will
never be attained in Militia, nnless we adopt the Swiss
system of conscription and six or cight wecks compulsory
duill every year, and the Cuanadian twxpayer would kick
aboat that.

Anyway, the cotapany  ofticer, especinlly in rural bat-
talions, does not get any crediv for qualifying, avd he can
et along alwost, it not quite as well, without. T know a
captain who a conple of wmonths before camp wot his men
together and drilicd them onee or twice a week unti) the
camp.  He took out & smart company, but on reaching
camp he began with the others at synad deill, in aceordanee
with brigade orders,  Seeing that his men were bored and
discouraged by having to begin over, he went on (o some-
thing else (skivmishing, [ think), and got rapped over the
kuuckles with considerable force by the Brigade Major,
The next camp he went w he ook no trouble whatever
betorchand.  Why should not the captain and his statt he
the instructors of the company, be held strictly vesponsible
for its efliciency and get full credit for it! The company is
the modern unit.  Company drill and target practice could
be done cheaper at the company headgqunrters than at camyp.
Jhe work of the camps (which could  then he shortened)
would be (1) @ verv strict inspection in company diill 5 (2)
battalion drill 5 (3} “manenvee”  This s actically  the
Uervman systens,

You cannot compel the men of the Militia to be eflicient,
They st be led by various weans. For instance, large
swws of money are spent tn prizes ot vivious kinds,  The
fuct of the matter is that city battadions at least are wli-
tary athletic clubs, and the wen wonld not join in tme of
peace it 1t were otherwise.  Inthe same way it is all vot
to talk about compeliing the oflicers to do anything.  Yon
ean't drive any Canadian,  The oflicers spend a lot of time
and money now and are as eflicient as other Militia officers
in the Kmpire. It wmore is asked of them more must be
given to them in the shape of honour and cvedit for what
they do, if nothing can be done in a more material way.

Yours respectiully,
SERGEANT,

Toronto, Yih Febrwary, 1591,

Sorror MiLiria Gazerrve,-=1 i common with (K, ¢
b often observe and pernse paragiaphs in the various papers
on Militia subjeets, although U cannot say that they always
F attord me @ wreat pleasure,” but T have failed o observe
any ** apparently dull, stupid sleen ot wgnorance there is in
respect to any serious evil existing in the Miiitia Foree.”
B/ That ouwr Militia syst-m is not pertect. and that it is desiv-

able to tmprove it, 1 thiek no one will deuy, but in sug-
| costing scheaes of improvement one must take into con-
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sideration the varying conditions of climate ; requirements,
temperament of the inhabitants, end to be attained, * de-
fence, net defiance,” and the amount of money ut the dis-
posal of the Deprartment.  Que must look beyond one’s own
lictle village, and not argue, because there may be a little
sore there, that the whole system s rotten to the core,
Even it it be a fact, that there ave cight hundred commis-
sions held by Militia oliicers who have no certificate of
qualification, 1 am not prepared to adinit that there are
cight hundred wequadified officers, but vather agree with
“ Beaver” that many of them may be ¢ far better up in all
de tails of deill and discipline and better instractors ” than
some who have cetiticates. The regalations requive that
every oflicer should have a cortificate of gualitication, and it
15 desirable that the vegulatious should be complied with
or cancelled.  The country has, T chink, provided as well
as it can afford at the present timeo for the attainuent ot
the qualifications vequired of ofticers, wnd the number must
be very small indeed who cannot afford at some thme dur-
ing the year to spend seven days at some one of the military
schouv’s to obtain the reguired certificate. 1 think that the
Regulations and Ovders, para. 72 to 88, fully provides a
remedy for the * serious evil” pointed out by C.F.C., and
contains (if he will pardon me the opinion) in better
language than hi- own, all that he suggests ; and it only
needs that commanding officers and the disteict staft st ould
instst on the observance of the * fivst duty of a soldier’ —
» obedience toorders ”

CoFOCooappers to think it was a0 “wise
abolishing the purehase of commissions in the wmmy by
those who possessed moie mouey  than military qualifica-
tion,” and that it ¢ was enacted with o view to exclude
these unquaditiod persons,” ete. 1 ail to see the connection
between that and our Militia system, as we have had no
purehase lieve 5 but even admitting that he is correet, per-
haps he will permit me to hazard the opinion that the wost
glorious actions recorded tu the annals of British wilitary
history were fought by oilicers a large number of whom
had purchiased their commis ions, which would seem to
show that because a man purchased his  comusission lie was
not necessurily unyualified. .\ thorongh knowledge  of
mere barrack yard drill does not of itselt qualify woman for
comma d. - TUis possible tor one o ereditably command a
brigade who is not thoroughly posted in ol the minutie of
the Tatest approved squad deill and-extension motions. To
become an expert i military  seience requirves as long and
serious stady and as much experience as is required {u any
ot the learned protessiors, and iv is possible for one to have
all the necessary knowledge and yet not hold a certiticate.

“ Beaver’s” suggestion that branch schools be opened in
the differert towns, would, | think, be found to be very ex-
pensive, and the oflicer who ot dind tine enongh w
take aspecial conrse of seven days, is not Likely o have
time cnough o spare for mihitary duties w be of any ser-
viee to the conntey. Ay deill is better than none ; et
us have the bese that we can get; but et us have some,
however poor,” once said a C. O, zond 1 think he was vight.

As to the rifle question, the old answer still holds good,
that the aim of the military authoritics is not to encourage
target practize per se, but to teach the militimman how besg
o use the arm that he will have to carey into action.

With reference to the editorial comment, 1 cannet see
why any one veddly  desivous of heing insteacted for the
purpose of obtiining a commission sho dd object to - aceept-
myg a provisional appointent and then entering some one
of the schools, as ahicady established. The aceeprance of
an appointientand the purchase of o unifori is a wild
sort of guarantee that the country  will devive some iu -
mediate benetit from his instiraction.

And now, Mr. Editor, havivg had wmy = avowl,” 1T will
leave the parade, promising, it not utterly annibilated, w
call again. AUDAcE,

provision
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THE MILITARY RIFLE LEAGUE.

Eptror Micutria Gazerte,—We notice in your paper
that intercst is beginning to wake up about the  Leagune.”
Having the purest “of motives in regard to rifle shootmc_r, I
trust it will not seem like presumpt,lon in suggesting a few
things to assist in the coming season’s competitions. In
the first place I would say that the teams (as last year) be
ten men. It is impossible in cities of small population and
in rural districts (except in a few cases), to get together
larger team who could hope to copv with more favoured
comrades in onr big places. It is also undesitable to have
teams of more than ten competitors, becanse the great inter-
est that now exists from ocean to ocean (emanating and
radiating of course from the bull’s eve Winnipeg!) would
be spiit into two factions should there be two classes, say
teams of ten and also of say twenty men. 1 think the
great incentive to shooting is the unity and evenness of aim,
the perfect equality of the pavticipants, and the unfettered
and perfect freedom of the cowrse from the greenhorn to
the Queen’s prizenman, and 1 am also strougly counvinced
that any bolstering ov attificial means used tu assist the
beginner not only detracts from the glory of suceess, but in
a great measure deters him from success itselt. A man is
never strong who needs a stimulant except it be emulation,
therefore let the teams be ten men, let them stand equal.
Then burrah tor first place.

I woul? also suggest that the markers be chosen outside
of the corps of the team. This is, I think, the great point
in this match.  The rifleman at the butts is largely at the
mercy of the marker at the targets, and the markers should
have nosympathy with the firer.  As ho can make or mav
any score, he should be chosen for his intelligence and his
chavacter, and be remunerated for his services through the
officer who superintends the shooting ; also that a special
prize be given the marker who gives the greatest satist c-
tion to the executive of the l.eaorue, the said officer giving
each marker a percentage ot marks for efliciency. lhm',
brethren of the rifle, let us entertain the greatest respect
and confidence in one another. 1 Lelieve firmly that in no
pastime the world over does there exist the purity that we
have in our favonrite sport.  Our competitions in the
League introduce the names of the crack shots of Canada ;
and our great yearly gathering at Ottawa bring together in
triendly rivalry as hno a lot of fellows as ever found a bad
cartridge in their ammunition.  We venture the assertion
that our Dominion matches is a convention at which a con-
census of opinion is expressed  nnsurpassed in the line of
sports.  The League is allied to our best shooting intevests ;
1t deserves our best encouragement. Let owr teams of last
year and many more get ready for the coming season, and
make this & more successful year than any preceding one.

[t was my intention to say a few words wbout the
situation of shooting affairs here, but my pen gets rather
wayward sometimes and walks more than was intended,
but rifle shooting is a ple:m.mt topic, and an engaging one.
[ see a requisition is going around ealling a w-ner.ll meet.
ing of all who are intere sted in rifle shontm to be held in
the City Hall here on the 17th inst. You nmv take my
word tor it, Winnipeg is not to be held back in shooting
this summer,  We have the stuff here to make this place a

shooting centre, and shame to us if we don’t do it.  Pardon

my louo windy etludon, Mr. Kditor, it is often the way

with Brexsuor.
Winnipeg, February 6th, 1891,

For Lung Discases only those Emulsions which are scientifically
prepared can expect to succeed.  SLOCUM'S OXNYOGENIZED
EMULSION OF PURE COD LIVER OlL, compounded at their

manufactory in Toronte, Ont., has, from the start, won a place in
public confizlence  which surpasses any success achieved by a like pre-
paration. It is handled by all druggists,

REGIMENTAL.

Sta#-Sergt. Thos. Mitchell, of the Tenth Royal Grena-
diers, is veported to hive in contemplation a change in
residence from Torouto to Vancouver, B.(., on his return
from Bisley this year. “Tom” will be greatly missed in
Toronto, where he has many warm friends in every corps ;
hut all will agree that the Pacitic Province affords great
opportunities for men of his energy and ability.

Preparations are being made for a great military parade
at Berlin, Ont, for the Queen’s Birthday, when it is ex-
pected the Thirteenth Battalion of Hamilton will visit that
town. They will reach Bev in on Saturday evening, 23rd
May, have church paruvles on Sunday, and on Monday
there will be a parade and grand field day sham fight, A
local committee ave arvanging for a programme of sports.
A feature of this will be a sword and lance combat
(mounted) between Prof. Fred Brooker, late Trumpet
Major dth Royal Lancers, and Prof. Bell, late of an Tm-
perial regiment of Dragoons.

The non-commissioned oflicers of the Halifux Garvison
Artillery participated in a sleigh drive on the 3rvd inst.
Five fowr-horse teams, headed by the band of the corps, left
the drill shed at 2.30, and after going throngh the principal
strects tonk the upper voad for Wilson’s, Bedford, arrviving
there abont 5 o'clock.  The drive up was enlivened by
songs.  After a warming up Host Wilson announced that
dinner was ready, and at 7 30 o'clock the boys sat down to
a bountifully supplied table.  The table was beautifully
decorated. In addition to flowers, ete., the tollowing silver
cups were displayed : Queb ¢ Challengo Cup and Montreal
Cup; the Gin trophy, won at Quebec in 1884, Jubilce
Cup, won at Halitax in 1887, and the trophy won in the
Canadian Rifle League matches, and which was displayed
for the first time, all having been won by the brigade.
Alter the toast list Lad beon gone through with the com-
pany repaired to the various rooms of the hotel and en-
gaged in games. At 12,15 the teams were again on the
rond and arrived in the city in good time, without mishap
occurring.  Those present voted the drive one of the most
successtul tln-y had ever attended.  The committee who
had the affair in hand was composed as follows : Brigade
Sergt. Major Gibbs (chairman), Battery Sergt.-Major Case,
Battery Sergt. Major Kiddy, Sergt. Marshall, Sergt. Fraw.
ley, Sergt. Broadhurst, Sergt. Doane, Corp. Miushall.

TEE GRENADIERS.

The sergeants of the Royal Grenadiers, who have leen
having cavd parties in theiv comfortable mess roowm once a
tmtnwhtdmm(' the last two months, thinking a change
desivable decided to have o smoking concert, wlnch took
place on Thursday evening, Hth inst., and was, considering
it was their first attempt at anything of that sort, and that
the performers were all members of the regiment, a great
gnecess.  Major Mason, Capt. Trotter, Capt. and Adjt. Me-
Lean, Lients, Cameron and Stimson, ot the Grens, and
Licut., Windeyer, of the 36th Battalion, were present, and
the sergeants with their friends mustered in full foree and
filled the Lige room to the door.  Quartermaster-Sergeant
Dale, who has been Taid vp with inflaimmatory rhenmatism
for the last four months, made his appearance for the fust
ttme sinee lis illness and veceived a hearty welcome from
the boys.  The programme, which was divided into two
parts, counsisted of songs, recitations, clog dancing and in-
stramental musie, the tirst and last songs hemu vegimental
ones, and su ¢ l)) Sergeant Scully and Dram Ser ‘geant
Bewley respectivdly.  Between the parts, the secwt.nv
Rergeant Brooks, read letters of regret for non-attendance
from Cel. Dawson, who was (lmm«r with His Excellency
the Governoy- (-mwml Capt. Grewlle tharston, Capt. Hay,
Capt. Tassie, Mr. Barlow Cumberland and others. qelgt.
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\Lllor Cox, who plowled and was ably assisted by Denm-
Nergt. bcwle) and  Paymaster-Sergt, Johnston, in « fow ap-
propriate words welcomed the ofticers and visitors, and then
called upon Sergt. Scally to commenee the concert by sing-
ing ihe song entitled “The 106h R. (47 The singing ot
qut (,anmn Staif-Sergs,  Hutchinson and  Mr. H arris,
the clog dancing by My, Pr.ltb, and the corner, solo by M.
McT\ondncl\ were all very much admirved.  Before the
performance closed with the singing of the national anthem,
Major Mason congratulated the sergennts upon their success
at their tirst smoking concevt, also upon ths progress they
had made with their mess, whu-h was only started in Apul
last.

PRINCESS OF WALES OWN RIFLES.

The annual dinner of
Princess of Wales Own

the Sergeants’ Mess of the 14th
tifles of Canada was held at the
Iritish-American Hotel, Kingston, on January 22nd, 1891,
Sergt.-Major Ro D, Baker occupied  tha chair,  On bis
vight were Lient-Col. T, R, Smith, Major and Adjutant J.
Galloway 5 on his left were Mayor W. M. Drennan (also
Major Kingston Field B tery), Sevgt. Wo P Hewgill
rol.ws(-ntin(r the \'('rm'.mts’ Mess of “ A7 I‘;;\t,t-m'y, R..(J'.A.,
Col.-Sergt. 11, M. (u()l('(‘ representing the Sevgeants’ Mess
of the Un(‘ons Own Rifles of Canada, Stafl-Sergt. F. A.
Birch oceupied the vice chair, and on his right was Col.-
Sevet. Brumell, of the G G Guards,

After the good things of life had been disposed of, ete.,
Nergt.- \l.l]m' Saker lnoposwl the health of Her 1\1&]6‘%‘:\,
which was drunk with enthusiasm, tlw companv afterwards
singing ¢ God Save the Queen. , tatl-Sergt. Bivch pro-
posul “Oue t tegiment,” which was wspnndod to by Licut.-
Col. Smith and Major Galloway, who complimented the
srgeants on the eflicient state of the mess in its short
v\'i\‘n-nc(-- and hoped it wight have a bright futave, ete.

Stall-Sergt.  J. Melllroy  proposed  “Sister  Regiments,”
wluuh was responded to by Col.-Sergt. Brumell on behalt of
the GG .Gl Sergt, W Po Hewgill on behalf of ¢ A7 Bat-
tery, R.C.AL and Col -Sergt. H,
the Quecn’s Own Rifles.  Our Guests” was proposed by
Col.-Sergt. H. M. Juck, and vesponded to by Mayor Dren-
nan and Me, . Redmond.  #Uhe Ladies ™ wus proposed
by Sergt. T. B. Ross, and found nearly  every one eager
and anxious to respond, awmonyg the foremost being Staff-
Sergt. . O'Shea, Col.-Sergt. J. . Satherland, Lauce-
H“wt l.. S an(-s Sergt. J. T, Satherland, Nevgt. AL D
Shibley. and Col.-S ergt. (L. M. Jack.  One of the speakers,
in veplying to this toast, said that whencver the L4th visit-
ed any city they alwavs found the ladies of those cities
good soldiers, because they invarviably  “flew to arms” !
“The Press” was proposed in an eloquent speecl by Stafl-
Sergt, 100, Houg, and was vepliced to I)y “Tommy Green”
for tlw News, and Sevgt. A D. Shibley for the Whiy. Dur-
ing the evening Stdl-Sergt. J. Me lllmy sag ¢ Mother I
Have Come UHome to Loaf”  Major Galloway sang
“(ilory and  Victory 7 from the opera ““leo, the Royal
Cadet.” Sl Sergt. Bireh sang the « Old Brigade.”  Sergt.
Sutherland favoured the company with several tvlectlonq
from ¢ Leo, the Roval Cadet.”  Lance Sgt. AL WL McMahon
favonred the company with a song.  Mre. H. Redmond
favoured the company with an aceeptable song.  Col.-
Sergt, J. Watts favoured the company  with his experience
in Fort Henvy on Christmas Day, 1835, They were very
humorous for the company but very disappointing to him.
Acan early hour the assemblage sang  “ Auld Lang Syne.”

THE PRINCE OF WALES REGIMENT.

Atlast,after a hard struggle, the Prinee of Wales Regiment
have had restored to them the space taken from their avmoury
in the Mont-cal diill shed for brigade ofices. The keys

were handed over to Lieut.-Col. Butler on Monday morning
of last week, and at L350 the same day a meeting of oflicers

M. George on behalt of

was held on the prcnnisos to determine what alterations
<hould be made to adapt them to the vequivements of the
corps. The first thing ovdered was the taking away of the
partition wall so as to place in position at once the Morris
tube range, which was ordered some two years ago but
which could not he used until the remainder of the space
belonging to the regiment had been restored.

The order testoring this space to the Prince of Wales, it
seems, requires them to make the alterations at their own
expense, which they think untair inasmuch as the Govern-
ment fitted up each armoury according to the suggestions
made by the different corps before h«ll](llll“ them over; and
it is therefore rather hard that the Prince of Wales should
not only have been deprived for some four years of one-
quarter of their whole space, and, amongst other aunoy-
ances, because the space remaining was insuflicient to place
a Morris tube range, were obliged to sce their best shots
leave for other corps (there being no less than three in the
Vics” team of ten which won the Cuslake trophy), but arve
now obliged, at their own expense, to take down a partition
which should never have been put up, and put up others to
meet their wants.

It will be learned with regret that Capt, Cooke, who was
to have been gazetted Major of the Prince of Wales, but
who was a year ago prostrated with la grippe and has not
yet recovered, is not likely to be able to proceed to the
school for the necessary first class certiticate, and that Col.
Butler will therefore be obliged to fill the vacancy by the
appointment of another oflicer.

THE OXFORD RIFLES.

 Woodstock Standard, 28th January.)

The event of the season in the social life of the county
was the banquet given by the Licut.-Colonel and officers of
the 22ud Battalion Oxford Rifles at the O'Neill House last
night. The gathering was one of the most representative
of the various intevests of the county that could well be
gathered together, composed as it was of the members of the
county and town councils, county and town oflicials, promi-
nent citizens of the towns and villages, and representatives
of the connty press. In addition there were present Licut.-
Col. Smith, D.A.G. of District No. I, and his able Brigade-
Major, Lieut.-Col. the Hon. M. Aylmer, and members of
neighbouring corps.  The scene presented in the dining-hall
was most pleasant and calenlated to inspire the utmost
conviviality. The tables were avranged and decorated in
fine artistic taste, the Union Jack of Old England being
conspicuously displayed, while the handscme Ellis trophy
occupied a posttion in front of the chairman., The menn,
which bore the crest of the corps, was a neat souveniv of the
occasion.

The chair was occupied by Lieunt.-C'ol. Munro, who had
on his right Liewr.-Col. Swith, D.A (., Mr. Johu Barwich
and \[.t) or Douglas, and on his lett Mr. Warden Durkee
and Col. Cowan, of the 29th.  The first viee chair by Major
Hegler, with on his vight and lett Col. the Hon. M. Aylmer
and Major Wilkes of the Dufterin Rifles, Brantford.  The
second vice chair was presided over hy Lisut. Revell, chair-
man of the Mess. The toast list was aunounced by the
vice chair proposing “ The Queen,” which, as might be ex-
pected in such a gathering, was rvight loyally received, the
company singing the National ﬂAnthm. “The (xovernm-
General and Lieut.-Governor ” from the chaiv also brought
forth loyal manifeststions.

“The Army, Navy and Canadian Militia” brought, forth
appropriate responses from the Deputy Adjutant General
and the Brigade Major.  Col. Smith commended the Oxford
Rifles for their good sense in holding such a dinner, as it
had the effect of educating the public as to the capabilities
and needs of the militia.  He reminded those present
that the militia were not ovganized for their own benefit
hut for that of the public, and as such they should be en-
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couraged.  Col. Aylhmer said that the Oxford Rifles had the MONTREAL'S FAMOUS MILITIA.

reputation of heing the best ofliceved regiment of the most
intelligent and patriotic county of the Dominion, and he
would not say it was undeserved.  He considered i a
privilege tor any gentleman to belong to such a corps.  Col.
Aylmer made a very happy respouse, and the hesrty ap-
plause which grected him gave evidence of his populavity
with the corps.

“‘The Hounse of Commons ” being proposed, Jas  Suther-
land, M.P., Capr. aud Paymaster, responded, and expressed
his gratification at sceing the D. A. G., the members of the
County Council and so many other friends of the reginent
present.  In commending he remark of the D. AL G. that
the militia was for the people he expressed the opinion that
the militia had not been treated by the government as
they deserved.  The wilitia was maintaived at the price of
great sacrifice in money and time by oflicers and men and
they should at lea~t have proper equipment. 1t the forcs
was too large it should be reduced and made eflicient and
worthy ot the people of Canada.  He heartily thanked the
County Council for their liberality and hoped that the
government would so increase the wen's pay that such
grauts would not be requirved in the future. If it were not
for the genevosity of the Council in the past the oflicers
might long ago have lost all heart.

The toust of the “ County Council ” was proposed and
received with applause.  Warden Durkee in vesponding
said that when he first went to the County Council he had
oppused the $500 grant, not Ircanse ot any antipathy to
the force, but because he believed the volunteers were
deserving of a fair day’s pay when in camp—S1 at least -
and it should be provided by the government.

Ex-Warden Ander-on believed it was a good thing that
the county should contribute & portion of the expenses of
the volunreer foree because such ereated a local interest
that otherwise might not be developed.  He thoughe the
officers should not have to beg for such a graut but thac the
grant should be an understond thing.  He would like 0
see 16 enacted that the government give one portion and
the wunicipalities anodhier,

R. A, Duncan, the youthful Reeve of Embro, agreed
with previous speakers that the pay of the men in camp
should be equal to that of their regulur avocations, and that
it should come trom headquarters, but until chat was secured
he favoured an ample grant from the county. He was
proud to say that Kmbio furnished the pioneer company of
the corps and was the home of the champion tug-of-war
team of the world, and they conld provide a regiment of
such stalwart wen if such was required. (A pplause )

Captain McGlashan, of the Dufierin Rifles, Brantford,
sang “ The Unon Jack of Ol England ” and was loudly
encored, to which he vesponded with a comic song, which
convulsed the company with laughter.  Betore sitting down
he remarked that the Oxford Rifles sliould thank God for
such a county council. e wished that Brant Council
was equally generous.

“ Onr Agricultaral Interests” brought forth an elognent
response from Colonel Cowan, of the 29th, who said that
t e agriculturists were the backbone of the volunteer firce.
With vegard to the pay he said that the Government allow-
ance in Canadae was the same as that of the wilitia in Kng-
fand, and 1t was ail the same whether the woney came from
the Government or the municipalities,  He werly ap-
proved the action of the Oxtord County Council, and said
the Uxtord Rifles was the wost hospitable corps i the
district, if not the most efficient.

Several other toasts were given and heartily honoured.

The Avgentine army is well oflicered ; it has 42 generals,
123 colonels 111 heutenaut colonels, 149 majors, 219 cay-
tuins, 222 tstlicutenants, 235 sacond-lieutenaut: , aud 249
sub-licutenants and ensigns. Total, 1,373 oflicers for about
9,900 rank aud file,

((.‘;\l’i‘, THOS, S0 BLACKWE L, IN OUTING POR l"liBI(U.\l{\').

With its picturesque costume amd in various ways the
Mifth Royal Scots is one of the promines regiments of the
Cinadian militi. This corps sprung into existence about
the same time as the Vietoria Rifles and Sixth Fusiliers, of
Montreal, in 18612, Amony the regiments then formed
in that city none abtained completeness and  proficiency
more rapidly than the Fifth Royal Licht Infantry, by
which title it was at tiest known.,  The Colonel, Hivilaud
L. Routh, sciected tor oflicers men like huascll, of
wealth, position and education.  They in twrn chose men
with the greatest cave, and the regiment made very rapid
progress in drill and  discipline, being assisted and encour-
aged by the vegulav troops then in garrison.

They formed a fine and steady body ot men, a proof of
which may be referved to in that Colonel Stephenson, of
the ¢ ceack 7 Grenadier Guards, then stationed in Montreal,
on his fiest inspection of the Fiith said that they reminded
bin very much of his own regiment.  The mihiary enthu
stastn continued long after the war clouds of 1861 which
ha.l blurred the azare skies of peace had blown past, and
received new life when the Fenian movement began to
assume formidable proportions. The Birst active service
done by the Fitth was in frontier duty at this time, when
several companies were stationed all winter ou the Cana-
dizn border to prevent raiders infringing on the neutrality
laws.  In 1866, when the Fenians actually invaded Canada,
the Rovals were encamped at Hemmingford, close to the
frontier, but did not bave any fighting. In 1870 again,
during the second  enian raid, the Royals were out and
were brigaded wivh the regulars in camp at St. Johns.

Up w this time tho Royals were uniformed like the
British line vegiments, in scarlet tunies, dark-blue facings,
blue trousers, with shako for head dress in summer and fur
eap in winter.  Even then there was a decided tinze of the
Scotch element appirent—many ot the oflicers and men
were Scoteh and the lefo flank company wore tartan trousers
and tarcan vound the shako. A dull and peaceful time
succeeding the surring events of the Fenian vaids, all the
voluuteer vegiments becanie limp and weak, and this con-
tinued until 18:7, when a few enthusiasts, some ot them
ol oflicers of the corps, made an effort to restores it to its
old-tine form, and they succeeded beyond all expectations.
To make the corps more atiractive it became a fusilier regi-
ment, wearing the bearskin, and the name was changed to
the Royal Fusiliers. It had two IHighland companies,
uniformed  like the regular non kilted  regiments.  The
physique of the men was good, none imt well-grown men
being allowed to join,  When measuved for unitforms the
average height was found to be tive feet nine inches.  The
Scoteh element beeame so pronounced that very soon all the
companies became Highlaud ones, still wearing the ¢ trews”
and tartan plaid.  Nothing but the expense prevented the
adoption of the kilt, and that in time was overcome and the
vegiment came out at last i all the glovy of philabeg,
sporran amd all the paraphernalia peculiar to the Highlin
dress,

The Royal Scots of Canada is the title by which the Fifth
is new known, and the vegnuent takes a high stand in the
Canahan militia,  Eflicient as any corps in the Dominion,
popular in the extreme, of very fine physique, strong in
esprit de corps, amd passing gvery year exceedingly ceedit-
able inspections, it holds a high place in the community
and is a sowee of pride to many who have followed its
colonrs in the days gone by,

The regiment, by special permission of the Marquis of
Lorne, wars the Lorne tavtan. [t has a full military
band, seven pipers, dram corps and ambulance corps,  The
badge ot the Scots is o boar’s head, with the motto *¢ Ve
oblicisearts” in the garter under it.  Col. Frank Caverhill
is a most popular commander.  The cadet corps of the
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]{ov al Scots is a splendid one.  Under the adjutant of the

regiment, Capt, Fred. L, Lydon, it has obtained a proficien-
v\" in drill which would pat a veteran battalion to shame
The cadets wenr the full Highlwd costume, but in gray
and red nstead of the seavlet and tartan of the parent
recivaent.

The Sixth Fusiiiers of Montreal is another regiment
which comes in for a large slice of favowr with the people
of theeitv, Tt sprung into exizrence during the exciting
times of T 762 as the Seventh Volunteer Militia Rifle (! mn
pany of Montresl, bat other companies being guickly raised,
the title of “rifles” was discarded, and the hattalion oazets.
ed as the Nixth Battalion (Hoeh laga) Light Tnfantry,
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Ashley Hibbard. At
first nothing but the accontrements were s pplied by the
militin anthorities, clothing, ete., having to be supplied by
the men themselves, In IS864, 1865, 1866 the Sixth saw a
good deal of active serviee, being constantly emplosed on
frontier service.  In 1876 the designation of the hattalion
was changed so the Sixth Battalion Fuasilievs, with p ormis.
sion to adopt the ¢ bearskin” and wniform as worn by
fusilier vegiments of the imperial awrmy. Within the past
vew they hove disearded the blue facings hitherto worn,
having received permission to (lon the whi e facings, so that
the dress now corresnonds in every particular with tint ot
the tmsiliers of Her M: \]mtv Army,  Like the other Mon-
treal battalions, the Nixth is a six-company regiment, 1t
is reeruited Jareely trom the artizan elasses, and ean turn
cut ahady of wmen that for physique and smartness it wonld
he hard to beat,  The Sixth is a favourite regiment. with
the old soldiers: as many as six or cizht hronzed.faced
veterans, with two and three medals on their bressts; may
he seen i some of the companies—medals that have been
won on the sands of Egypt. in the monneain passes of Af-
ghanistan and other parts of the world.  This vegiment has
always held most friendly velations with its fellow comrades
of the United States,

On the Fourth of July, 1878 in response to an invitation
from St. Alhans, Vi they took part in the national cele-
bration there and veceived a most enthusiastic veception.
The Adjutant General of the State of Vermont, in address-
ing the Sixth after the rveview, said “the men of it were
every inch soldiers.,”  On M'\v 24th, 1879, the regiment
took o prominent part in a m‘md review h(*l(l n .\lonmo u
before the Margnis of Lorne and H. R. H. Princess Louise,
in which the Thirteenth (Brooklvn) Regiment, 550 strong,
took part.  The Sixth has on many occasions done exee Nent
service in aid of the eivil power, the good discipline and
steadiness of the corps making it peculiarly well suited for
such adaty.  As marksimen the Fusiliers have always heen
highly distingmished.  Ja October, 883, they won the
“ British Challengs Shiekd)” which was presented by the
farees of Great Britain to e competed for by the Canadian
militia, At the annual meetings of the National Rifle
Assodiantion in Englid riembers of the Sixth have alwavs
boen on the Canadian team, and have invariably done well,
On the vegimentad color st ¢ Badue quartevly . Fiest, or,
A eaver proper on somount, cept. Second, gules, o Hon pas-
sl or, embellished, o,
Fouvth, argeast wosprig of thvee maple Jeaves proper. The
whole within a @ereer, azuee, buckled and fimbrieated, or”
The crest, worn on cross belts, ete,, is: “An Indian winrior
proper, holding a in his dexter hand and haviug a
quiver ot arrows oLer the sinister shoulder.”

The motto of the resmment is ¢ Veslz}/iu sl velrorsin”

The commanding otlicer,  Lient-Col. Froderick M seev,
takes the crentest interest o hig regiment. He ds anoex-
celent dvill himselt, amd o with the assistanee of Mujor
Atkinson, the acting adjutant, has made  the Sixth what it
1= one of the best and steadiest corps in the Canadian
militia.  The regiment has acfine brass hand, eapital dram
nad fife band, and ambulance and sizndling corps.

Thivd, ezeee, 0 grenade, argent,

how

Of the other Montreal corps the TFirst Prince of Wales
Rifles, which at one time was the erack vogiment of the
civy, for a time seemed to have fallen away from some rea
son, and the prond motto borne by it—¢ A/l secundus '—
Bavdly stood good. At present it has again, however, taken
a front place.

The Sixey-fifth Battalion, Mount Roval Rifles, is aleo-
gevher composed of Freneh-Canadians, Tt is a good, smart
regiment of eight companies, and did excelleut service in
the Novth- \\'\st during the Riel vebellion.  Judge Dugas,
the commanding oflicor of the Mount, Roval Rifles, isa
most, popular man,

The Montreal Brigade of Gavvison Artiller v commanded
by Lieut..Col. ‘Thos. 'I arnbull, which served in the North-
Wt during the rebellion, is a splen il corps, the men
beiug of fine. physique, and while well up in big gun drill
are eqml 1o any of the regiments 1o infanuy aill. T has
a very fine calet corps, wearing the sane uniform of bine
and ved, with baff beles.

The \Iontu.ll Field Battery is a smart, well-appointed
corps.  Their armament consists of four nine-pounder rifled
guns.  Col Sty 7 Stevenson has been long and favour-
ahlv known in connectioa with the battery,

The Montreal Troop of the Sixth Regiment of Cavalry,
ovganized in 1809, and now under Major Colin MeAvthur,
and the Montreal Company of Enginecrs, under Lieat.-Col.
Kennedy, mdke up the city corps. Al the corps have
commodions armories and gquarters in the splendid new
drill hall on Craig steeet. There is ample space for two or
three buge bodies of e drilling in the hall, and the close
proximity of the tine Champ do Mas, wlm,h 18 now bril-
Hantly lighted by electricity, is constantly taken advan age
of for parades on fine cvenings.

In his anmnmal veport of last vear the Deputy Adjutant-
General of the Fifth (Montreal) District <avs of the corps of
that city : “ I think 1 am justified in stating thatall ave in
a good state of efliciency and capable or t.nl\uw the field at
the shortest notice should their services be wqunml at any
moment, and as th: athletic associations ot Montreal are
the principal source of supply for the material of these
corps, [am further induced tn the opi non that should they
be so called upon they wonld render a good account of
themselves, both on the line of maveh and in the field.”

Militia General Orders (No 2) of Joth Jan., 1801.

————
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Gleanings.

As u result of the cucouragement given to the st.udy of
Jangnage in the British service auite a nun}ber of ofticers of
the Indian army now wnderstand Russiun, a language
almost unknown a few years ago among British officers.
Ten more have just been declared qualified to act as inter-
preters.

To proteet every £100 worth of sea-borne trade cost.
Russia £3:2 a vear; Ttaly £7°8 a year; Germ-ny ;LSO} Q
year ; France €3:05 a year; and the British ?Sin.[nre £13
a year. To protect cach tou of werchant shipping under
the natioual flag costs Russin £9°1 a year ; France £7°3 a
vear ; [taly £5°07 a year; Germany £2°3 a year, and the
Jritish Bmpive £1°1 a year.

The Duke of Wellington ouce remarked that ¢ people
with nice notious of religion ought not to eater the army.”
Evidently the same idea prevails in Germany, with the
difference that there the doctrine of free will is outside the
argument, At any rate this wust ln?, vhe reflection of the
two yorug German soldiers who declined to attend reserve
drill and demanded their discharge, quoiing the sixth com-
mandment as their justilication.  The authorities were not
to be convineed by this scriptuwal logie, and decreed thivty-
four days to be spent by these veligions enthusiasts in the
seclusion of a fortress, where possibly their views on the
immorality of soldi-ring will undergo moditicatiou,

The War Oflice has it in contemplation to issue an
improved cavalry saddle for experiment shortly.  One has
alveady been submitted, and meets with a certain amount
of favour. Its merits are not accepted, however, with that
unimity with which they might be ; many oflicers holding
that the present saddle has uot been properly tested, and that

the defects which are brought to notice in the report on the
cavalry manwuvres ave not due (o inherent defects in the
saddle itself.  Major Hegan, in his ¢« Notes on Mauwuvres
of the Prussian Guard Cavaley Division, 1890,” writes :—
“ All regiments use blankets under the saddle. They ave
of two sorts—a white and o grey one.  The former is not
liked, and will not be issued any more. It is worn folded
in four, Jings Jow, and sweaws the horse unnecessuily.
The grey Llanket is the last issued, and s found very satis-
factory. 1t is used with the new saddle, and folded in
nine - fivst in Shree lengthwayvs and then again in three. 1t
is luid on the horse’s back with that eod to the front which
shows three elges together—cousequently there are no
cdges to the rewr, No steaps or contvivamees of any kind
are required to keep it from slipping.”  ‘Chis is a practical
detail.  We should at least subject the German system to a
fair test, and modify our arrangements for issue, ete., before
wasting Luge sums of money on o new saddle, simply
becanse the old ene failed under the very peculiar circum-
stances of the recens Berkshive manwuavies.

ONTARIO ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION.

The annual general mecting, for receiving reports, clecting officers,
and transaction of business will be held ar the Canadian Military
Institute, 93!z King Street West, Toronto, on Tuesday, the 24th
February, at 2 o’clock p.m.

Members are reminded that it s intended, notice thereof having
been given, to move a motion to the eficet that Clause § be so
amended as to permit Fiekd and Garrison Batteries w atfiliate on pay-
ment of $5 and $3 per annum, respectively.

L. TTOMYWRAY IRVING,

Toronto, 26th January, 1891, Sceretary.
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MONEY ORDERS.
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On Money Orders payable abroad the commis-
sion is

I not exceehne $10.. ..ol 100,

Over $1o, not enceeding $eo.. ... 20
¢ 20, “ B0 e300
g, Y - 4000 J0¢
" [

40, [0 50C,
For further
G,
Post Office Department, Ottawa
v November -7g
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H. G. ROOT M. C,, 186 West Adelaide St.
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ARE YOU GOING CAMPING ?
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PIKE THE TENT MAN,

N {- - -~ _}§ -" " 4
A full supply of

TENTS, AWNINGS, SAILS, FLAGS, CORDAGE, &¢ &c.
D. PIKE,
157 KING ST. EAST, TORONTO.
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CANADIAN SCORE BOOK.
T besr Rine Scory Book yUplisnen.
Peic: 730 Eaumoretills 150

J. & A. McMILLAIT,
ST. JOHN, N.B. ‘



