~ JANUARY, 1881

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Pace.
Hymn for the New Year 1 | SuNpAY-scHOOL LESSONS .. ..........
Slipping Away 1 | Mosic
EpIToRriaLs 2 |

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER
IS designed to afford aid to Sunday-school Teachers and Heads of Fumilies in the religious

training of the young, and to excite throughout the country a deeper interest in
Sunday-school work.

Published Monthly, 32 pages, at the low rate of
SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS per Annum, invariably in advance, free of Postage,

Single copies, 10 cents. - 8ix copies to one address, 65 cents each,

Address—
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronto.

TORONTO:
WILLIAM BRIGGS, PRINTER AND PUBLISHER.
HALIFAX : MONTREAL:
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WILLIAMS’

IMPROVED

THE BEST IN THE WORLD.
"SNOILYLINI 40 3Y¥YM38

These Machines are now the most populur SwiNe MAcHINES in the world. No
sther Machine has so many new and useful improvements.

70,000 of these Machines are now in use in Canada !

ALL_GIVING THE MOST

PERFECT SATISFACTION.

The WILLIAMS is the Machine to BUY, as it is the best made, lasts longer,
runs easier, and has a greater range of work thln an; other.

Examine the Machines offered you, and see that the word WILLIAMS is
stamped on Arm and Trade Mark.

Head Office, 847 Notre Dame St,, Montreal ;
D. GRAEAM, Manager.

Toronto Office, 8 U, E. Club;
GEO. DAWSON, Agent.
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The Companion
Aims to be practical, yet entertaining; bright, yct judicious; in-
structive, yet never dull; and }r)' the variety, excellence, and
comprehensiveness of its reading, it endeavors to interest all
classes of readers. It will give during.the year 1881,
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{ lllustrated Serial Stories, by
a William Black, Harriet Beecher Stowe,
i J. T. Trowbridge, Harriet Prescott Spofford.

Louise Chandler Moulton,

Travel and Adventure.
Archibald Forbes, the famous war correspondent of the London Daily
News, will give personal adventures in camp and on the battle-ficld
©. A. Stephens A Serial Story of Adventure,~Illustrated.
W. T. Sprague—A Serlal Story of Frontier Life,~Illustrated.

More than Two Hundred Stories
By Regular Contrilutors and by new writers, among whom are:

1. 1. Jackson, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, | Rose Terry Cooke,
Marion Harland, Louise Chandler Moulton, | Marie B. Willlams,

Popular Sketches.

bald Forbes will give sketches of Royal Personages, and of Furos
Statesmen and Generals s met on the battle=field and in othe
\eies of wilitary and political life.

¥Frank Buckland. the eminent English naturalist, will give papers upon
his personal experiences in th study of animal life.

The Perils of a Diver's Life, or wreeking under the sea.
Among the Boomerang Folk, and life in the Australiun I

Poems.
John G. Whittier, | Henry W. Longfellow, |J. T. Trowbridge,
Jumes T. Fields, | Paul 1. Hayne, Sidney Lanier,

Valuable Articles--Illustrated.

By Prof. Richard A, Proctor—Upon “Old and Young Worlds"
Dog Star, and 1ts Conipanions—Comets—The *Immensity of Spa
cte.~Ilustrated

By E. P, Whipple—-
Tufus Choate, and Cha

By James T. Fields—Sk
Cooper, Willis and 1

By James Parton—Women who have led soclety—Josephine—Catherine
11.—Queen Elizabeth—Victoria—Mrs. John Ada

By Mrs, H. 0. Ward, author of
quette of Common Li fable Manners—Dress Toile iduet
lie Places—Pr ts—Introductions —Letters—Notes—Dutles of Visitc
Duties of Guests—ete., ete. Ten articles.

Practical Articles.

Frederick C. Shattuck, M, D.—~What is to be done in ordinary sick-
ness, before medieal ald ean be call Also, Papers on Baths and Bathing
—The care of the sick and of the si pom, ete., ete.

1. H, Knight, M, D,,—~Throat Diseases—their causes, and ordinary means
of prevention.

James Upham, D, D,,—Best Suggestions of the Medical Journals.

SPECIAL OFFER.

To any one who subscribes now, and sends us $1.75, we
will send the Companion free to January 1st, and a full
year's subscription from that date.

Subscription Price, $1.75. Specimen copies sent free,
Liberal inducements to agents. Please mention this magazine.

YOUTH'S COMPANION, Boston, Mass.

— ]

sonal Recollections of Prescott, the Historian—
Kingsley —Illustrated.

ches of a famous Group of Amerlean Authors,
Iustiated.
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NEW AND ELEGANT
SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES.

‘THE WORLD'S HOPE.

HIS is the title of a beautiful picture, designed to illustrate the origin and
progress of the Sunday School, and alsc intended to be used as a Certificate of
Membership, or of Honour, for Sunday Scholars.

It consists of a series of Elegant Vignettes, which graphically portray the most
striking facts connected with the founding of the modern Sunday School, and which
also symbolize, with great ingenuity and beauty, the moral and religious significance
) of the Sunday School idea The central figure in the group is an excellent portrait
of ROBERT RAIKES.

There is the ROLL OF HONOUR, with space for 75 names to be enrolled. Price 25¢.
This is intended to be hung in the Sunday School room. !
The Certificate of Membership - - - - Price 15¢.
To be given to Scholars after enrolment.
Price 5c.

The Card of Welcome, or Farewell - . »
For Scholars entering or leaving the school.

A sample set mailed post free, on receipt of 50 cenls.

ADDRESS—
WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 and 8O King Street Enst,
Toronto, Ont.

Now READY,
“THE LOYALISTS OF AMERICA AND THEIR TIMES."

BY EGERTON RYERSON, D.D,, LL.D.

SE(IbND EDI’T[’ON.
DEDICATED BY PERMISSION TO THE QUEEN.
STYLES OF BINDING:

Fine Excuisa Crorts, 8vo., 2 Vous. - . . . $5.00.

HavLr Morocco, £ # - - 3 - 7.00.
Circulars mailed free on applicati giving the Op of the Press, Statesmen, and others.
Address—
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
PUBLISHER,
78 and 8o King Street East,
TORONTO, Out.
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MASON,

THOMAS J.

Note carefully the Address:
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What the People are Saying

MASON,

MANUFACTURER IN AMERICA,)

(SOLE

THOMAS J.

Note carefully the Address:

, Toronto, Ont,

128 Church Street

‘“THE MAGNETICON.”
RECENT HOME TESTIMONY!!
MR. THOS. J. MASON, ToRoNTO, ONT., September 22nd, 1880,

DeAr 81R,—I have much pleasure in testifying to the eflicacy of {uur Muguetic Belts
ina ing and ultimately r ing pain. "My wife had snffered for a considerable
time with an intense pain in her left side, caused by Rheumatism. At your sugggestion
she applied one of your Magnetic Belts, which has proved of great benefit, Immediately
after its application she experienced relief, and now the {mln has entirely gone. Being
thor. ughly convinced of the curative power contained in vour Maguetic Belts, I con-
fidently recommend persons similarly afflicted to try one of them, k""Wi"lf_ whereof
1 speak. ours truly, JOSEPH C. DODGE,

Buperintendent Globe Job Rooms.

TuoMAs J. MAsoN, EsqQ. 157 King Street East, ToronNTo, September 9, 1880
DEAR 81r,—It is some two years since I procured a Magneticon Lung Invigorator
one of my family, and we have used others of your applinnces since that time, in each
case with good effect. We have recommended them lnrgnl{l among our friends, and I do

not hesitate to say that they accomplish all you claim for them. M. WARDELL

TroMAs J. MasoN, Fsq. ! Lrrroy, ONT., August 10th, 1880,
DeAR SIR,—The poor old man concerning whom I have previously written you, was
attacked some four years ago with Typhoid Fever, which seemed to have settled in his
Spine, rendering him so helpless that he could not even turn in bed. On writing to you,
ou could not promise a cure, but were satisfled that he might be helped. Your promise
ﬁas been fulfilled most satisfactorily, and though still to some extent crippled, he is able
to get about a good deal ¢ .d cultivate a nice little garden. I have great pleasure in thus
bearing testimony to the benefit derived from your Belt in this case, which had resisted
every other remedy resorted to by the most skilful physicians. You may make any use

you please of this letter ; and as I have seen the old man every day, and am in no wa;
interested further than to perform the part of neighbour, I am not likely to be deceived,

or state what is not true. STANLEY SPILLETT,
Teacher 8. 8, No. 8, Innisfil, Simcoe Co.

To MR. THOMAS J. MASON. 186 Queen Street West, ToroNTO, 7th September, 1880,
DEAR SIR,—It is due to yourself and to all sufferers that I should state the change
that has been effected in my case by means of your British Magneticon. It is but five
weeks ago that I was suffering acutely, both in my back and in one of my legs, as I had
done for a long time previously, through exhaustion and excessive work. The first night
1 wore the Beit supplied by you I slept soundly, a luxury I had not experienced for many
weeks. I have been steadily and rapidly improving from that time forth, and am confi-
dent that I have but to persevere in the use of the Belt yet further to recover my
strength. I shall always feel grateful to you for the kind consideration yon have
extended to me. Yours faithfully, LOUISA JEFFERIES,

There is no gainsaying the fact that the MAGNETICON combines many points of

excellence which are not possessed by any other form of Electric Treatment.
The appliances are adapted for a

WIDER RANGE OF DISEASE,

and their influence is exerted m:oro thoroughly upon the whole system, than by any
other curative process ; hence their unprecedented succoss.

By prompt(l‘y and constantly ASSISTING NATURE, they quickly remove pain and
irritation, and so permanently build up the strength of any part—or the WHOLE
HEALTH~—that there is no revurn of the weakness or disease.

Send your address for Pn.m‘phlet (Post Free) with Testimonials, Price Lists, and
general inf; i The are'sent to any address on receipt of price.

Consultations always Free.

A See also former numbers of Banner,
.
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WINNOWED LIST .

SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS. -

Lessons

-
No. III. Letters |
Life of ]
Litue B
Little b
Life at 1

Each Book in this Catalogue has been carefully read and reported upon by one of  Life's B
o s . Py . Life on |
our own Ministers during the past year, and certified to the Buard in every case, a8 iLife of

being suitable for our Sabbath School Libraries. ﬂf;'yl;llﬂ
Little C
REV. ALFRED ANDREWS, .
March, 1880. Secretary Library Commitlee of the Methodist Church of Canada. o n:
i A
“ 3
Advrntures Ashore and Afloat . . $0 60 | Faithful Bridget ......... e L
African Girls ... " 70 16 | Faithful but not Famous 80 LG
Alice varlow .. Fauny's Bibie Text .. 03  Liviog)
‘Alice Dean's Life Work 0 30 | Fanny, the Flower Girl 30 Lonis H
Alpine Misrionary, the 100 ‘ Fatnér of Methouism. .. 04  Lostan
Althea Norton ... 0 15 | Father and Mother's Comfor Lost Ke
Alypius of Tagaste 1 00 | Firth of November ...... 015 LottieF
‘Annals of the Ohristian Chux Finnete, the Norman Gir 045 ucy
A dotes and A it 0 40 | Fisbers of Derbey Haven 0 60 abels
- of Christian Conduc 0 40 | Flowers trom Fiji.... 016 aggie’
L of Christian Minister! 0 40 | Fortunes of Fenburn 0 %0 ark 8
» of Graces.. 0 40 | Found at Eventide . 0 artha
b of Mission 0 40 | Fravk La ton... 0 60 artin
“ of the Holy Berip 0 40 | Fuel for our Fires. 0 45 ay Cc
- Miscellaneous .. 0 40 | Gems ot Euglish Poetry . 100 emoi
" of Sunday Behool @ 40 | Gems of Piety... .07 o
" for the Young .. 0 4) | Geordie's Tryst. . 030 "
Another's Burden............- 0 30 | George Clifford . . 080
Autobiography of a Frenc! 1 00 | Gertrude's Bible Le . . 010
Babos in the Basket 0 10 | Giauts, and How to Figut 010
Barthel Winkler . 0 60 | Glaucia, the Greek Slave ... 100
,,,,,,, " 0 30 | t3leanings in Natural History ., 046
ear's Den, th 0 60 | Glimpses of India and Misson . 090
3eautiful and Sublime in 0 75 | Going to Ses ... 0%
ede’'s Charity... 1 1 % | Good Nea Captain,
Bertram Family . 100 | Good Will ... . 075
Beasie Bleak ... 0 30 | Grace Ugilvie 0 30
ird Bongs an 0 30 | Great Apostle, 0 60
ook of Birds. 0 10 | Guy Beauchamp's Vi 0%
300k of 0 10 | Half-Hours in the Tiny Wo!
300ks! 0 %0 | Heppy Hour, the
0 50 | Harrie, or Bchool- 030
Caravan and Temple, the 1 00 | Harry's Perplexity 080
Qasella .......ooone Hattie and Nancy. 010
Catherine Howard Hard to Win
at in the Meadow 0 25 | Helen Leslie 0 30
eery Chime of Garth 0 45| Helen's Victor: 030
Child Life...coveenriniees 1 00| Herbert Percy 0 60
Children of Cloverley 0 60 | Herring Boat, 0 50
Chaldren on the Plain 0 10 | Hid Treas! 0170
Christie's Old Organ 0 30| Hilda, or the Golde 0 30
Oities of Refuge... 0 45 | His Excellency 110
City Sparrows . 0 60 | Hours in Bible Lan . 060
City Without Wal 0 30 | House at the Corner d 8 . 0380 4
Olimbing the Lads 0 75| How Amy Bryes Cared for one of the Leas . 030
Columbu®....... 0 45 ' How to Amswer Objections to d Religi
Commercial Tales an 0 60 | Hunter and Tom .
rrie . I Try ... 080
Cortes. 0 45 | In the Tropic 075
COottage on the Shor! 0 45 | Irish Stories... 0 60
Croesing Bweeper, the 0 10 | Is the Bible Trus 0 30
Dame CK1O. .. vareressen 0 25 | Israel in Canaan
Daniel the Statesman an 1 00 | June Hudson ]
Deep Dale b 1T [—— 0 30 | Janet Darney's 100
Diary of Kitty Treviyan 100 | James Turner ., 090
Dick Bolter ... 0 45 | Jesuit Regicid 030
Dick's Troubles. 0 25 | John Denton’s . 100
ti 0 60 | John's Teachers 0%
0 60 | Jobnny McKay 04
0 30 | Joreph Pilmor 060
Dream of 00 | Joseph Pete. © 010
mily Josey the Run +wi 045
jminent Karl Ku.pg’l ile 10
s8ie’s Jomvovy Katie the Fishe .\ an DAUGDLOL...csunserssusssanscsiisn 1%
and derings in Kingly ker, the.. 0
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Kitty Bright ..
Kissfora Blow

|

Lea's Play; |{,ruuud
Least of Thes
Leslie' bnbolurulnp + 030
Lessons from Noble Lives 030
Letters from Egyp
Life of Henrick buhng 02%
Littie Brown Girl. .
Lit tle Black Hen 010
Life at Hill Farm . 030
Life's Battle ... . 060
Life on the Wave 0 80
Life of iideon Ouseley 10
Life and Tiwes of Kev. G. Peck, D.D 17|
Lilly'sCross........ . . 030
Little Ohristmuas . . 030
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Gwrge . 030
Margery . L 010
lee Pawr the Ship Bo; . 030
Ray g
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| Reuben's Teuwtation .

Ruoda Lyle
Kichard Harvey
\](nh Rat ...

Pledge that Red d Itslf, & .
Pow: r of the Tougue the..
Premiums 1 aid v luvenm ce
Kace for Life a..

Kagee 1 Jin's Lub Rong
Railway Pirneere the
Kaiph Tarding's Buccess
| Renarkable Adventures from Teal

Robert Dawson
Robin the Runner
Kosa's ¢ hrsuuas Invitatio
Rosy Conroy's Lesson
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Ruth B.oom's Hara L
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NEW S. S. LIBRARY.

“MODEL No. I.”

in the covers, and put in & nice ch
per volume aud costing only 40 cen’

Leaves from Mission Fields,

Look Upward,
Lotue Lane,

Luny Raymond,
Lucy Woodville,
Lyntonville,
Margaret of Navarre,
Martyrs of Lebanon,
Mission and Martyrs,
Millicent’s Home,
Mother West's Neighbors,
Netherclift,

Netty and her Sister,
Paul Venner,
Pilgrim’s Path,
Becrets Revealed,

This Library, differing entirely
entertaining reading, will be foun

Lonnie,

Maple Hill

rubluida.

Mattie's Missionary Box.
Boat.

Mother's Pearl.

New Stories from an 01d Book.
2ur Charlie.

lants.
Pleasant Grove.
Pleasant Tales,
Progress, or Sequel to Jerry.
Rambles after Land Shells.
Reef Village.

Rose the Comforter.

Ruth and Little Jane.
Benses, The.

This Library has 50 volumes, 16mo books (many
Euglish cloth, and put up in nice chestnut case, an
This Library averages almost 300 pages §
1t contains books suited for the larger classes in the Sunday

estnut case.
ts each. Fifty catalogues

founa to ccntain books by some ‘of the very bes
d combined with History, Science,

Secret of Strength,
Shepherd King,
Bisters, The

Bisters and not Sisters,
Bix Boys,

Snow Family,

Stories of the Flowers,
Taylor, Jane,

Wicked Gate,

‘Wilford Parsonage,
Among the Caffres,
Bertie's Birthday,
Blue Book Btories,
Buxton, Thomas F.,
Christ in & German Home,
Christmas Sheaf,
Climbers,

“MODEL No.2”

Fifty volumes, 16mo, well printed on good. clear, r, bound in best cloth, with no strawboard
12,329 pages, fully illustrated, averaging nearly
tarn.shed with each libraxy. Price $22 net.

250 pages

Crescent and the Cross,
Daughters of the Cross,
Dora's Mistake,

Fdna Harrington,
Edith SBomers,

Ethel's Pearls,

Finding his Footorints
Following after Jesus,
Gaboon Btories,
Grace's Visit,

History of Christianity
Hopes of Hope Castle,
Jem Morison,

Jessie’s Work,

Jonas Clare,
Lady Alice Lisle.

er, bound in best cloth with no strawboard

ge, 0,182 pages, fu
ifty catalogues ‘furnished with each library.
» and thus perfectly adapted for use with it, will be
s. Relizious instruction and the most

and Story. Sold onlyin sets,

t American authori

There's Time Enough.
Transplanted Shamrock
Twilight Stories.

Uncle Downes' Home.
Walter Lightfoot's Pictures.
Apples of G 1d.

Aunt Elsie's Posts.

Ben Holt's Good Name,
Bread of Lite, The.
Clevelands, The

Cozy House Tales,

“MODEL NO. 3.

of them recently issued), printed on
d1s sold at the net price of fifty-five

ser volume, and has over 300 engravings.
.School, and by the very best of authors.

Nothing equal to it has ever been offered at any such price.
Fifty Catalogues furnished with each Library.

PRICE, $37.50 net.

Ada and Gerty,

Among the Alps,

Anchored,

Band of Six,

Bessie Lovell,

Bettie and her Cousin Harry,
Bible Sketches, Vol. 1.,
Bible Sketches, Vol. I1.,
Dauvghters of the Prairie, The
Ella Ross,

Emily Ashton,

Enlisted for Life,

Floy Lindsley,

Froiic and her Friends,
From Four to Fourteen,
Glimpses of West Afriea,

Gretchen,
Hard Problem, The

Happiness,

Hours with Mamma,

How Tiptoe Grew,

Human Sorrows,

Kate Woodman,

Life’s Battle Lost and Won,

Lindenwood,

Margie Hargrave, and the Percy
Children,

Madge Graves,

May Stanhope and her Friends,

Metaphors and Companions of St.

Paul,
Missionary Life in Persia,
Nuts for Boys to Crack,
01d Schoolfellows,
Our Summer at Hillside Farm,
Prophet of the Highest,

Fifty volumes, 1£mo. ‘Well printed on good, strong ]vlq
in the covers, and put up in & nice ca Ily lustrated. averaging nearly 200 pages per vol-

ame. and costing only 35 cents each.
from *MopEL No. 1,

Price, $16.60 net.

Dairyman’s Daughter, The
Down in a Mine.
Elton Wheatley.
Fern's Hollow.
Firelight Stories.
Fisher Doy, The.
Frank’s Victory.

Gay Cottage.

Grace's Visit.

Herbert

Holiday Tales.

Honey Makers, The.
How to be a Hero.
erry and his Friends
Lame Willie.

Lilian.

Dbest paper, well bound in Dest
cents per volume by the set.

Rebe's Common Sense,

Ruthie’s Venture,

Sacred Streams,

Scenes from the Life of St. Paul,

Scenes in Hawaiian Islands and Oali-
fornia,

Son of Man, The

Story of James Moran, The

Summer in the Forest,

8ybil Grey,

Thorny Path,

Tiptoe,

Tyndale, ‘William,

Under Shelter,

White Foreigners, The

Winthor pes, The
Working and Winning.

Address, WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & S0 King Street East, Toronto §
or, Montreal Book Room, Blenry street, Montreal, ».Q.
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| SUNDAY SGHOE(iL LIBRARIES.

awboard EXCELSIOR NO. 1.

f;,‘:,‘eg:. Fifty volumes, strongly bound, of excellent books. $15 net.

Foss, The Secret Drawer. The Two Heaps. | Don’t Wait.

el The Story Lizzie Told. Climbing the Glacier. | Little Ben.
Under Gray Walls, Our Little Girls. | Barton Todd.
Little Musicians. Poor Little Joe. | Coming to the Light.

rinths Gentle Gracie. Bound Out. ‘ Joe and Jim. .

us, Keep to Your Right. The Orange Seed. | Maggie and Her Friends.
The Lost Pearl. Hatty and Marcus. | Kenny's Mills.

nity Summer Holidays. | Kate Darley. | May Chester.

tle, Lost Willie. Faith and Patience. | Horace and May.
Pet Dayton., | Nellie Greyson. | Upward and Onward,
Lost and Found. Eaton Parsounage, ‘ Only a Dandelion,
Three Days. | General Frankie. Margaret at Home,
The Gleaners. | Perfect Light. | Precious Stones,
Lydia's Duty. Meggie of the Pines. \ Hope Cambell.
Painstaking. Elly's Visit. | Sydney Stuart.
Clover Glen. Zoe, an Allegory. | Kenneth and Hugh,

trawboard The Right Way. The Old Stone Chimney. !

es per vol-
net.

{it, will be EXCELSIOR NO. 2.

L'fl“ Ao Forty volumes, strongly bound. ~All good books. 814 net.

r, The On the Ferry Boat. | Agatha Lee. | Our Summer at Sunnybrook.
A Very Simple Story. | Emily Douglas. Joseph, the Model Man.
Black Judy. | Fiddling Freddie. Annie Mason.
Grafted Trees. The Fountain of Living Waters. | Belle Loval.
Vacation Sketches. ‘ Peterchen and Gretchen. | Canterbury Bells,

Nine Saturdays. Golden Fruit. Heart and Hand.

Honest and Earnest. Goodly Cedars, | Lily Gordon.
Ernest, a true story, The Little Preacher. Nidworth,
Cousin Bertha's Stories. The Lord Will Provide. One Hour a Week.

. Under the Pear Tree,
Jesus on Earth.
Little Threads.

Margie’s Matches. The Orphan Nieces,
Mary Burns. Rest and Unrest.
The Wreck of the Ville du | Emma Parker.

1

Jack and Rosy. 1 Hugh's Fire on the Mountain. | Watson's Woods.
|
|

Babes in the Basket. Havre. i
T, EXCELSIOR NO. 3.
by the set. Fifteen large volumes, strongly bound and beautifully illustrated. 89 net.
Plus and Minus, | Gold and Gilt. | Mercy Glidden.
Day After To-Morrow. | Lost Piece of Silver, Pearl Necklace.
Korary. Working and Winning, ] Walter Robinson, Sunshine and Shadow.
Master Mechanic. Mabel's Message. Mary Bruce.
Opposite the Hill, | Glen Elder. | Gerty Harding,

s and Onl- EXCELSIOR NO. 4.

Fifteen large volumes, beautifully illustrated and strongly bound. ~$9 net.

he
Miriam Brandon. * | 0Old Red House. Pilgrim Street.
White Rock Cove. Nanny Davenport. | Little Christie,
Little Nellie. | John Dane. Paul Preston.
Village School Mistress. Home in Rough Suburb, Candle Lighted.
Climbing the Mountain. ! Arthur Lee. | Upward Path.

k WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book Rooms, Toronto.

yuto 3§ 3

These Libraries may also be obtained at the Montreal Book Room.
real, P.Q.
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Lil
SELECTED LIBRARIES.
All these Books are selected from the WINNOWED LISTS, and put up in a Hundred Volumes .
in each Library, uniform in binding and enclosed in & neat wooden case, for the very small sum of Li
$27.50 NET TO SABBATH SCHOOLS.
These are decidedly the best Libraries that can be obtained in this country for the money. Sold
only in sets at these prices.
TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO. 1, $27.50 net.
Abel Gre{i. Last Day of the Week. \ Potter’s Common. L
Andy O’Hara. Little Jessie’s Work. Prompter. Vol IL M
Annie Lee. ¢ May. Roby Family.
Arbour, The. ¢ Shoemakers. Roden Family.
Arnold Leslie. ¢ Things. Rosa, the Work Girl.
Benjie and His Friends « Tiger Lily. Rose Cottage.
Backwoods’ Boy. Local Preacher. Self-kuowledge.
Bible Pictures zx Children. London in Modern Times. Self-willed Susa.
Castillian Martyrs. Lost Money Found. Shepherd of Salisbury Plains,
Child’s Anti-Slavery Book. Manners of the Ancient Israel | Stories in Verse.
Clara, the Motherless. ites. w of AncientRome. Vol. L.
Daisy Downs. Margaret Browning " " w o IL
Eleanor Grey. Margaret Craven. w of France.
Ellen and Sarah. . Margaret Maxham. w of Italy.
Facts About Boys. Mattie Gregg. w of Mexico.
Facts About Girls. Mighty Deep. w of Spain.
Fatal Feud. Mif«-a Lawson. Stery Book, The.
First Day of the Week. Minnie Ray. Sunday-school Facts.
Forbes Family. Minnie Wingfield. Sweet Corabella, ]
Foster Brothers. Money Matters Explained to Sylvia Aust in. 1
Frank Ellston. the Young. Theobald, the Iron-hearted.
Gerald. Myron. Thoughts of Heaven.
Giant-killer. My Youthful Days. Too Late.
Girls at School. Nellie Morris. Traits and Legends of Shetland.
Hannah Lee. Nellie Russell. Village Science.
Henry s Fireside. Nelson’s Journal Voices from the Old Elm.
Honre Pictures for the Little Nineveh, l Waif from the Riverside.
Ones. Our Katie. Week Completed, The.
Hour and a Half in a Country Parson Hubert's School. What Catherine Did.
Sunday-school. Pearls for the Little Ones. What Norman Saw.
Iron Cage. Picture Book of One Hundred Whirlpool, The,
Itinerant, The. Pictures. | Young Enwln]m'makeﬂ.
John Wheeler's Two Unclea. Pierre and His Family. Young Pilgrim.
Juna Atherton. Pleasant Talks. ‘ Young Gold Seeker.
Katie Seymour. Poor Nelly. Youth's Monitor. Vol L.

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO. 2, $27.50 net.

Abel Bisby. Budget of Facts. ‘ Found at Eventide.

Adult Scholar. Chair Pulpit, The. | Gerald Kopt, the Foundling.

Alice and Her Friends. Children of Old Park. Grace Abbott.

Amy's New Home. Children’s Book of Sermons. Happy Mike.

Ancient t. Christian Labourer. Happy New Year, A.

Antidote to Backsliding. Christmas Bracelet. Harry Ashton's Wish.

Archie Grey. Clara DeMonthly. Harry, the Sailor Boy.

Aunt Effie. Crooked Tree, The. Harry, the Whaler.

Aunt Mabel. Down in a Mine. Helen Maurice.

Babe and Princess. Dying Saviour. Helpful Susan.

Boeasie Field. Earnest Labourer. Imogen, the Orphan Princess.

B ble-class in the Parsonage. Emily's Day Dreams. Irish Scholar.

Blessings in Disguise. Ernest Richmond. Isabella’s Trials.

Brandy Drops. Eucharist, The. Jenuy, the Crotchet-maker. :
Bright Nook. Facts for Boys and Girls. Jesuits, The. {
British Nation. Footprints of Popery. Johnny and His White Mice. |

R ——T
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TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO. 2.—(Continued.)

Joseph Martin. Mattie ; or, Life for Others, Steps up the Ladder.

Life in the Woods. Missing Boat. Story of the Woods.

Life of Enoch George. Model Boy, Payson. Story of the Nile.
¢ Sir [, Newton. My Brother Ber. Summer at Walnut Ridge.
¢ Julius Ceesar. ' Naughty Girl Won, Sunday among Puritans,
¢ MecKendrie. Nellie Newton. Sunday Hours.

Little Brown Jug. | Old Jonas. Telescope and Microscope.
¢« Davie. l Only a Penny. Temperance Boys.
¢ Fish Pedlar. Our Next-door Neighbours. Thoughtless Rosa.
¢ Joe Ashton. Paul and Harry Fane. Trip to the Weldon Wooda.
“  Mabel's Friends, Poppy’s Spring Holidays. Una’s Papa.
¢ QOrange Sellers. | Power of Kindness. Unele Jabez.
¢ Pansy. 1 Sammy Seymour. Walter and the Prize.
“  Pauper. | Sarah’'s Home. Widow Davis.
“ Sea Bird. School Boy Life, A. Young Andrew's Revenge.
¢ Wendalls. Scripture Text, Story of. Young Quaker.

Lizzie Hagar. Sermons to School Girls,

Mary Woodman. ‘| 8hooting at a Mark.

s These Books have all been read and approved of by the S. 8. Board, “ea

THE PRIMARY

ECONGMICAL 8, 8, LIBRARY,

FORTY VOLUMES.

A companion to our ECONOMICAL SUNDAY SOHOOL LIBRARY.
Nearly Five Hundred Illustrations. Neatly bound, and put up in asubstan-
tial case. Fifty Catalogues furnished with each set. Sold only in sets.

Price, $7 50 net. Price of the same books geparately, $12 80.

The North Sea. Kitty's Journey.

Rose and Charlie.

Dorothy’s Adventure, Dick and Grace. The Christmas Angel.
Clara’s Trial. The Fisher Boy. \ The Christmas Box.
Guy's Self-Will. | Jack Greene. Uncle Jerry's Blossom.
Amy Elliot. ‘ Songs for Rainy Days. l Wayside Flower.
Kate Thornton's Motto. | Songs for Spring Time, Autumn Leaves.
Story of a Pair of Shoes. Songs for Leisure Hours. l Kitty’s Victory.
A Summer in the Country. | Elmer’s Morning Glory. ] The Sugar Camp.
Madelaine’s Voyage. | Sam Franklin, | Kitty's Illness.
I

A Week in a Tent. ‘ The White Rose. l Kitty at the Sea Side.
Bobby Shafto. \ Little Buds. Songs for Winter Nights,
A Long Day. | Michel Lorio’s Cross. Songs for Summer Days.
Father's and Mother's Com- ‘ Elwood Preeman. Norah.

fort. The Rowland Children,

Several volumes are entirely new, and all are of recent publication.
Hvery volume is handsomely printed on tinted paper, and the illustra-
tions are choice and very abundant. The reading matter is excellent and
adapted to the purpose.

This set will meet a demand for fresh books for Infant Classes with
« plenty of pictures.”

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
80 King Street East, Toronto, Canada
Also, Montreal Book Room, Montreal, P.Q.
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“Boonomical” Sunday School Library, “A.”

Well
60 Large Vols., 16mo., Bound in extra cloth, 10 unitorm gtyie, ana pus
up in neat wooden case (imitation walnut), 13,350 guges and |
nearly 400 illustrations. Price, 24.60 net.
The superior character of the books will be seen at once by reference to the accompan;
COatalogue. ** The Sehonberg-Cotta Family ” and other works of its author ; Occupations T
& Retired Life,” and others of Edward Garrett's works ; several of Hesba Stretton’s werks, I'h:
eto., ete., will be found on it. a
The set is ly and handsomely bound in extrs cloth, with black nnouold stamping,
Hllustrated with nearly 400 engravings, and put up in a neat and strong wooden case, E
- 50 Catalogues are supplied with each set.
The 50 volumes are all of 16mo size, and contan 13,356 pages. Their average priee le L
but 49 cents per velume, making the set by far the cheapest library offered in suy form.
No discount to Sunday-schools from the above price, '}I‘I
F
CATALOGUE, No.
Against the Stream, by the author of the Schonberg-Cotts Family .ieeveieees 54
A-yCm,bndro{heCheuehro. .................... ........y.......... 1
Ancient with over forty illustrations ..... » ' 1 Allo
Builders of the Sea, with over forty illustrations ....... ] b
Brewer’s Family, by Mrs. Ellis ....coovvuiiiinnns vivens BB Brou
Brewnings (The), by Jane Gay Fuller............. . 7 Croo
and Vielet, by the author of Mary Powell vessese 30 cmu‘
Ohronieles of the Schonberg-Cotta Family........ veseee BB Cum
Oassy, by Heaba Strotton ......oooovienns ke guvsriF R 19
ggﬂ- Christic’s Grand-daughter, by Mrs. Lamb (Ruth Buck) 271 c"“‘]
ford Household, by J. ¥. Moore ........vviviiiiviiiinienesnniins seve 36 Cha
Qengquering and to Conquer, by the author of the Schonberg-Cotta F'amily.. 18 Crev
Qount Raymond, by Charlotte Elizabeth............ seveness srevsattnas 25 Chile
Dead 8in (The), by Edward Garrett ... iy 49 Ot
Doing and Dreaming, by Edward Garrett 37 Chri
Deserter (The), by Charlotte Elizabeth ..... 20 [
;dnhood -ad T&.;h, bg Chnrlott'e Elizabeth ... g 9 Doy
'aire Gespeller e), by the author of Mary Powell.. 17
Pocnen TREAR, whth forts HPMAraMons «vcos s cosre o1s 2 Dou
For Conscience Bake, by the author of Alice Lee's Discipline % Dav
Grahams (The), by Jane Gay Fuller .......... ..ecenne. 3 .
Bold and by Edward Garrett ...... R e o 82 j
Heroes of Puritan Times, by Joel Stoughtor sonene . 38 Fam
Indis, with over forty illustrations ........ ..... W . Pair
Jacques Bonneval, by the author of Mary Powell . . 18 ! Pl
J-dnC.‘sh. by Charlotte Elizabeth ............. . 82 |
Judah's Lion, by Charlotte Elizabeth .. o 48 ~ Hen
Kitty Bourne, with sixty full-page illu 47 | Hou
Lost Gip, by Hesba Stretton ..... 39 i
Lucy Lee, by Jane Gay Fuller camavenks; AN H-pl
Max Kromer, by Hesba Stretton ......evvvaeeests 10
Miracles of Faitb. 4w Sketch of the Life 8 i
Morning Clouds, by Mrs. Stanley Leathes. .. 21 Fred
Mists of the Valley, L= Agnes Giberne ... 29 !
Marcells of Rome, by Frances Eastwoood. .. 46 e
Nothing to Nebody, by Brenda.............. 14
0ld House on Briar Hill, by Isabella Grant Meredith ....... 45
Oriental and Sacred Scenes, by Fisher Howe ......coovviiviiiins sor 84
Orphan's Triumphs, by H. K. Potwin............ sesvarasene . sesvseses S4 E
Ocoupations of a Retired Life, by Edward Garrett ....... . . . 48
Ocean (The), with forty illustrations ............ seseuse 4
Philip Brantley’s Life Work, and How He Found it ..... 40
Paul and Margaret, by H. K. Potwin ...cooiiiiiiiines 13 y
Pastor of the Desert, by Eugene Pelletan ... . 23
Robert, the Cabin Boy, by H. K. Potwin .....ccveiieeens 21
Bpanish Parber, by the author of Mary Powell . o B8
Soverviguv of the Bible, by Eliza R, Steele ......ccceveeiririniisiiiiiis 42
Sunligh: Through the Mist. Lessons from the Lives of Great and Good Men . 16 &
Unc! | hn's Flower Gatherers, by Jane Gay Fuller ........... tesiesesnes 41

Winter In Spitsbergon. From the German of O. Hildebrandt. . v\ sesssssssees 80
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“Economical” .5, Library,“B."”

SIXTY VOLUMES, 16mo.,
Well printed on tinted paper, bound in extra cloth in uniform style, put up in a neat wooden case (imitation walnut

16,462 PAGES, FULLY ILLUSTRATED, PRICE $29 NET.

Sold only in Bets. (The price of the same books separately is $59.06,) Average price per vol., 48} cents.

—0

This Library contains works by Jacob Abbott, George Macdonald, H. H. Jessup, D.D,
The Author of the Schonberg-Cotta Family., Edward Garrett, Hesba Stretton, James Com.

wr Gray, John Hall, D.
‘ashington Gladden, Lucy Ellen

D., Norman lnclegd, l_:u;ebﬁh ltnn‘-’t l:!elnl, Lyman Abbott,

o

Every Volume is suited to the purpose.

Instruction and Entertainment are combined.

fiction, being represented.
No inational or Secti

History and Science, as well as Religioua

1 works are included,

The Binding is substantial and attractive ; the Case neat, strong, and convenient.

Fifty Catalogues are supplied with each set.

CATALOGUE

Alice and Her Friends ; or, the Crosses of Childhood.
nes Warringfon's Mistake, by Lucy Ellen Guernsey.
Bible Lore, by Rev. J. Comper Gray.
Brought Home, by Hesba Stretton.
Crooked Places ; a story of Struggles and Triumphs, by
Edward Garrett.
Crust and the Cake by Edward Garrett.

Cumberstone Contest, by the author of Battles Worth |

ighting.
Cousin Bessie ; & story of Youthful Earnestness, by Mrs.
E. L. Balfour,
Character Sketches, by Norman Ma:leod.
Crew of the Dolphin, by Hesba Stretton.

Glenarvon, or Holidays at the Cottage.

Gypsy Breynton, by Elizabeth Stuart PhelRm

Gypsy's Cousin Joy, by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps.

Gypsy's Sowing and Reaping, by Elizabeth Stuart
Ph

elps.
Gypsy's #elr at the Golden Crescent, by Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps.
Genﬁrey,p:he Lollard, by Frances Eastwood,

| Hubert, by Jacob Abbott.

Juno and Georgie, by Jacob Abbott.

| Juno on a Journey, by Jacob Abbott,

Kemenl, The, t_?; H. K. Botwin,
King's Servan*s, The, by Hesba Stretton,
Lili of Lilli

Children of the East, by H. H. Jessup, D.D., 'y

in Syria.

Clare’s Little Charge, h‘{ the author of Lonely Lilly.

Christian Way, The ; Whither it Leads, and How to Go
On, by Rev. Washington Gladden,

Draytons and the Davenants ; a story of the Civil Wars in
England, by the author of the Schonberg-Cotta Family

Deaf Shoemaker, and other Stories, by Philip Barrett.

Double Story (A), by Geurge Macdonald,

David Lloyd's Last Will, by Hesba Stretton,

Early Dawn; or, S8ketches of Christian Life in England in
the Olden Times, by the author of the Schonberg-
Cotta Family,

Familiur Talks to Boys, by Rev. John Hall, D.D.

~ Paire Gospeller, The; Mistress Anne Askew, by the
author of Mary Powell.

Finland Femily ; or Fancies Taken for Facts, by Susan

] Peyton Cornwall,

é Hongowulnrd, or the Value of Right Principles, by C. M.

t whridge,

Bou;ehuld of Sir Thomas Moore, by the author of Mary
] owell.
HlpEy Land, or Willie, The Orphan, by the author of
. onely Lilly.
Half-Hours in the Tiny World—Wonders of Insect Life.
With 100 Illustrations,
Tlrliwrence. or the World College, by Margaret E.
eller.
Frank Forrest, or the Life of an Orphan Boy, by David
M. Stone.

§
1

by Emma Jane Worboise.

Little Boots, by Jennie Harrison.

Lucy’s Life Story, by the Author of Lonely Lilly.

Lonely Lilly, by the author of Twice Found, ete.

Little Nan ; or, a Living Remembrance, by the author of
Lonely Lilly.

Layman’s Story, A; or the Experience of John Laicus
and his Wife in a Country Pansh, by Lyman Abbott.

Minnie Carleton, by Mary Belle Bartlett.

Mary Osborne, by Jacob Abbott.

Margaret, by C. C. Fraser Tytler, author of Jasmine
1

Leigh.

Nelly's f)nrk Days, by Hesba Stretton.

On Both Sides of the Sea ; & story of the Commonwealth
and the Restoration, by the author of the Schonberg-
Cotta Family.

0ld Back Room, The, by Jennie Harrison.

Polly and Winne. A story of the Good SBamaritan, by the
author of Lonely Lilly, ete.

Russell Family, The, by Auna Hastings,

Syrian Home Life, by Rev. H. H. Jessup, D.D

Starling, The, by Norman Macleod.

Tom Burton, or the Better Way.

Toil and Trust, or the Life Story of Patty, by Mrs. E. L.
Balfour.

Twice Found, by the author of Lonel, Llll‘.

Victory of the Vanquished. A story of the First Century,
by the author of Schonberg-Cotta Family.

Wonderful Life. A life of Christ, by Hesba Stretton.

Wandering May, by the author of Lonely Lilly, &e.

- et —

ECONOMICAL 8.

- LIBRARY ¢©,*

40 vols., pages 16mo, net to Sunday Schools, $18 50.

&4 This will be put up in same style as Libraries A and B, in neat case, with

- 80 King Street East,

Send for Cs

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Toronto, Canada,

Also, Montreal Book Room. Montreal, P.Q.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES. A

1
Ner PrICES. v
Anniversary Dialogues. Packages Nos. 1 and 2, each .cccciercanesnneninannees $0 55
Anniversary Dialogues, Packages Nos. 3, 4, and b, each .. 0 45 1
Anniversary Dialogues. By Mrs. R. P. Hopper. Price . 015
Anniversary Speaker. First and Second series, each ... 0 60
ADNNIVersary GeMS .ecesesss sovessssriassssns sensssssssssspsosasssnintisestss 20000 0 60
First Reading Book for Sunday Schools. S o T 0 65
Second Reading Book. Per dozen.....coceovrereenanssssnnnaness . 095
Kirton'’s Standard Temperance Reciter. Boards .. 0 35
Kirton’s Standard Sunday School Reciter. Boards.. 0 35 I
Kirton's Standard Band of Hope Reciter. Boards.. 0 35
Librarian’s Account Book iiceeceiiesiinissnneinanees 0 50
Secretary’s Minute Book ... 0 50 §
8. 8. Reciter. Cloth ... 0 35 E
8. 8. Speaker. Cloth ... 0 35 v
Sunday School Anniversary Book ... 0 60 §
Sunday School Celebration Book ... 0 60 p
Sunday School Class Book. Per dozen...cousseereees w200ty ierspssvessstiny O A0 .
Sunday School Class Book. New design. So arranged that the names need :
only be written once. Cloth, per dozen .oeesessuiaiunsessieess wee DD :
Sunday School Register ....ocaesesvurssesssnsoenes 0 50 ’
8. 8. Anniversary Exercise. Each .... . 0 05 :
Sunday School Speaker « .ccocosuees oo bavas AORERAERN veesesssansensses sasssaresueee 0 60 ]
CATECHISMS. "
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, per dozen P T ST TT PR E L 0 26 Z
Methodist Catechism. No. 2, per dozen .. 0 60 '
Methodist Catechism, No. 3, per dozen ...ooeeseeere 07
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, 2, and 3, bound in 1 Vol ..ouveenannnrersasasnaenes 0 26 ‘
REWARD CARDS, TICKETS, AND BOOKS.
Sunday School Reward Tickets. Per QrosS . ..o.c sevsessessasessessenesneiiet 0 12§ |
Sunday School Reward Cards. Per package, from 15¢ each o.uevvnvnnressinses 4
Sunday School Reward Books. In packages, containing 48, 24, 16, 12, and ;
6 books. Varying in size, aceording to number in package. Illus- |
trated, Per PACKARE ceesessssessaraes snssssnsesusssnesssesatyies 88100000 0 36
Sunday School Reward Books. In packages containing 12 bookS «.uoeensnenes 015
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
In large print, which can be read at a distance of thirty feet. Mounted on
cloth and varnished with ring and roller, all ready for hanging up,
84 by 21 INCHEB 1eerersrerssnsscnsesssssnennsinsnssseneasssasasnanssisessss? 1000 0 60
Per mail, pre-paid.... .- ... 065
T EOTOESN s 40 5558 640aN SR 0 ARRRSTATETISENIAREITBISE SS9 LA AT EIRARREEEEE 010
THE LORD'S PRAYER.
In large print, similar to the Ten Commandments. Mounted on cloth..iceiee 0 60
Per mail, Pre-Pailecs..seovesesseseisssasnsssusnns suesssssensssssssnssonsessest e 065
LT IORION serssss 7ssrssebssnsrnssassssssonsheresssnsnafapsrestonssons snssseiitt 010
MAPS.
New Map of Bible History, containing Travels of the Patriarchs from the
East of Canaan; and of the Apostles in Asia Minor and Greeoe.
Route of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan, Ancient Jerusalem
and its Environs. Travels of the Apostle Paul, in Asia Minor,
Macedonia, &e. Bible Lands and parts of the Ancient World. Canaan,
or Promised Land, divided among the twelve tribes. Palestine, or
the Holy Land, illustrating the New Testament. Five feet five inches !
by four feet seven inches in size, mounted on cotton, with rings, roller,
&e.  Price...ccieniinnn o eosensnassene 1FEE9EIOY T SHeRAPIERIIE e $400

I
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Atlas of Scripture Geography, containing 16 maps, with questions on each

map. Price .... 0 30
Case’s Bible Atlas, needed in studying the 8. S. Lessons...... = ope el b L
INFANT CLASS PICTURE OBJECT LESSONS,

The Leaf Cluster. Quarterly. Leaves, each 33 by 46 inches in size. Illus-

trated in colours. Bold, beautiful type. Printed on good paper.

Price, per year, $§4.40; per quarter, &1.10. Will serve a class of any

size for a year. May be profitably used in mission schools, and for

general review in all schools. Every infant cluss in the country should

have a copy. On account of the size it is excluded from the mails, we

are therefore obliged to Express them at the subscriber’s expense.
Large Bible Pictures. Beautifully coloured. Per dozen R
SABBATH SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS.
Each. Per. doz.
Sabbath-school Wave, board covers, ... > $0 50 $5 00
Sabbath-school Organ, i .. 050 500
Sabbath-school Harmonium,* 0 35 3 00
Sabbath-school Harp, “ 0 40 4 60
Good as Gold, “ 0 35 3 00
Joy and Gladness L 0 35 3 60
Welcome Tidings, ¢ 0 35 3 60
Wreath of Praise, “ 0 35 3 60
Songs of Salvation, #8 035 360
Jasper and Gold, “ 03 360
The Crown, “ 035 3 60
‘White Robes, «“ 0 35 3 60
The Hymnary, “ 050 360
Brightest and Best, ¢ i 035 4 80
The New Song, “ w. 050 540
Winnowed Hymns, 4 0 30 3 60
Crown of Life, “ we 085 3 60
New Joy Bells, L - 0 35 3 60
Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Paper,... s5% 0 30 3 00
Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Cloth, 0 45 4 80
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Paper,... 0 30 300
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Cloth, 0 45 4 80
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Song, 0 30 3 50
A T B Gloths 100 10 00
TEMPERANCE MUSIC BOOKS.

Temperance Jewels, . §0 35 §3 60
Canadian Musical Fountain, o . 035 3 60
COMPANION, OR WORDS ONLY.

Sabbath-school Wave, 015 120
Sabbath-school Organ, 015 175
Sabbath-schocl Harmonium, 015 120
Songs and Solos, Enlarged. Paper,... 0 05 0 60
Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Cloth, 010 0 90
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Paper,... 0 05 0 60
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Cloth, 010 0 90
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs. Paper, ... 0 05 0 48
Gospel Hymps and Sacred Songs. Cloth, 0 07 0 60
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs. 1, 2, & 3, Cloth, 0 20 216

Address,
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East,
TORONTO.
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PLEASE CIRCULATE.|
T HE

“Tanadian Mcthodist Magesine”

FOR 1s==1.

“ The Canadian Mcthodist Magazine (Wm. Briggs, Toronto) is exceedingly
well edited, and is an honour to our Canadian friends.,” — New York
Christian Advocate, Nov, 4, 1880,

The volumes for 1881 will be
the best yet published.  Among
the features of special interest
will be the following :

“JOTTINGS IN THE EAST,”

BY THE
Rev. D. G. Sutherland, B.D., LL.B.,

being an account of his recent
visit to

Greece, Turkey, Eeypr and

Paresting, with sketches of

ATHENS, CONSTANTINOPLE,

Ca1ro, Damascus and JERU-

SALEM.

The cut in the margin is a
specimen of the handsome en-
gravings with which these arti-
cles will be illustrated. These
sketches of Eastern and Bible
Turkisa Lapy. Lands will be of great value.

“VALERIA, THE MARTYR OF THE CATACOMBS,”
By the Rev. W. H. Withrow, M.A.,

Author of “ The Catacombs of Rome, and their Testimony Relative to
Primitive Christianity.”

This is a story of intense interest, and recounts the trials and triumphs and
bitter persecutions of the heroic Church of the (atacombs, and throws much
light on early Christian life and character in Rome. The author has made
the subject a special study for many years. The cut on the following lmgc
is a specimen of the handsome engravings with which the story will be
illustrated.

“SUNSHINE AND STORM IN THE EAST”

Brassey’s visit to Spain, Italy, and the

recently acquired British possession of Cyprus, illustrated, by the author's

special permission, by TWENTY-THREE fine engravings from her magnificent
volume, which sells in England for $10.

SKETCHES OF TRAVEL AT HOME AND ABROAD : %

Visit to Fingal’s Cave, Climbing Mount Washington, Picturesque §
Canada, Voyage of the Polaris, etc, ete., will also be 3
handsomely illustrated

will give an account of Mrs
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Men Worth Knowing ; or, Heroes of Christian Chivalry,
BY THE EDITOR,
Will give anaccount of some
of the most noteworthy and
often little known of the Great
Men of God of* he past :  St.
Francis and the Franciscans,
William the Silent, Sir Francis
Drake, Admiral Coligny,
Bernard Palissey, Geor, 0

e Fox
and the Quakers,and six others.
The substance of many hooks
will be condensed into twelve
short articles of special import.
ance to young people.
Nathaniel Pidgeon, His
Diary, is a story of especial
interest. Of this the London
Watchman says :—*“1t palpi-
tates with genuine old Metho-
dist experience and feeling.
We have been unable to read
it except with moistened eyes
and deeply moved heart. It
brings all the love and glow
and gladness of primitive Me-

= thodism most vividly to our
ENTRANCE T0 CATACOMB. conscience.”

Dr. Ryerson's valuable Essays on Canadian Methodism
will shortly be brought to a close. They increase in interest as they come
nearer to our own times.  Many other articles of great interest and import-
ance, by leading writers of our Church will also appear. The Departments
of the Higher Christian Life, Prayer Meeting Thoughts, Current
Topics, Religious Intelligence and Book Notices, will also be vigor-
ously maintained. Price $2 a year ; $1 for Six Months.

SPECIAL OFFER.

Each subscriber to the METHODIST MAGAZINE, old or new, who will send
80 Cents in addition to his subscription, will receive, post free, an elegant
cloth-hound copy of * MarrHEW MELLOWDEW, a Story with more heroes than
one,” by the Rev. J. Jacksox Wray. A volume of 376 pages, 12mo.
Regular price $1.20, Iustrated. This is a book for every household—a
story of absorbing interest, throbbing with the glow and gladness of practical
rcli:,'inn. sparkling with wit and humour, and one that will be read with
profit and delight by young and old. The author was for many years a
prominent member of the English Wesleyan Conference.

Magazine and Premium. $2.30; full price, $3.20.

Guardian. ., .. oo oo 3003 L 4.00,
N.B.—Magazine, Guardian, & both Premiums 4.103 “ 6.40.
4 and Seribner’s 5.00; “ 6.00,*
# and Harper's. .. 5.00; “ 6.00,
Address, WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 and 8o King Street East, Toronto,
§ C. W, CoatEs, 2 Bleury Street, Montreal, P. Q.

%) S. F. Huestis, Methodist Book-Room, Halifax, N, S,

* For i7 will be sent the METHODIST MAGAZINE and twey ty-one numbers of Scribner’s, beginning
with February, 1880, giving the whole of Schuyler’s * Peter the Great” and Principal Grants,
“Dominion of Canada”—full price, $9.
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Our New Sunday School Legson Help.

CANADIAN SCHOLAR'S QUARTERLY.

This new Lesson Help will contain the full text of the Lessons for every Sunday
of the Quarter, Golden Text, Home Readings, Connecting Links, Outlines and
Qestions, Brief Explanations, one or two Questions from the Methodist Catechism,
and three Hymns adapted for the Lessons of each Sunday, selected from the New
Hymn Book. It will also contain an Engraved Map of the country treated of
in the Lessons, Responsive Opening and Closing Exercises, the Apostles’ Creed,
Ten Commandments, and Music of the Gloria Patri.

This Quarterly may be used instead of the Berean Leaves. It will, however,
contain considerably more than these. It will be sent, post free, in quantities
of ten or more, to one address, at the low price of Two Cents a quarter 2ach, I
or Eight Cents « year. It will meet a want felt and expressed by many of our best !

w2

Sunday-school workers. ;}P “
¢ oI
The Sunday Schoel Banner.’
STILL FURTHER REDUCTION IN PRICE!

This valuable Sunday-school help grows in favour every month. It has had

a larger inciease of circulation last year than ever before. Tt will maintain its place
in the very foremost rank of Lesson Helps. Blackboard illustrations given in each l Re
number. The Lesson Commentary, for teachers and superintendents, which has Re
been received with such favour, will be continued throughout the year. The Mr
« Sermons of the Boston Monday Club,” from which these are taken, sells alone for Mi

$1 50.

M

The BaxNger will also furnish a special medium for communication between
Canadian schools, and for the promoting of all Canadian Sunday-school interests,
1t will be sent post free as follows :—

Single Copies, 75 centsa year; 6 to 15, not 20 copies, as at first announced, to one
address, 65 cents a year ; over 15 copies, 60 cents a year. This is five cents
cheaper than ever beforc—only five cents a month for large 32-page magazine !

ipleasant Hours.’

Some new features will be introduced in this, which will add much to its interest
and value. An improved quality of paper will be used, notwithstanding an increase
in price of that article, which will enable our cuts to appear to better advantage.
Arrangements have also been made to procure engravings of a superior quality
to any heretofore given. Among the special features of the forthcoming year will
be a story of Canadian life, entitled “ By LAND AND Ska; or, THE CANADIAN 5
Eaicrants.” It recounts the experiences of an Eunglish family in crossing the
Ocean, at Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, and in the Muskoka region, where they settle.
They had severe trinls and thrilling adventures—just the sort of story boys and girls :
like. Another feature will be a seies of papers by the Editor on HEROIC SCENES IN 1
OaxapiaN History, with which every boy and girt in Canada should be familiar. i
Letters from our Missionaries in the Field will also be a prominent feature. We 4
have just purchased $350 worth of fine engravings for this paper. The price will
be as heret fore i—
Less than 20 copies, 30 cents each ; 20 to 40 copies, 27 cents each ; 40 copies
and over, 25 cents each. 1
WILLIAM BRIGGS, th
78 and 8o King Street East, Toronto ; 3

- . W. CoatEs, 2 Bleury Street, Montreal, P. Q. ;
? S. F. Hugstis, Methodist, Book-Room, Halifax, N. S.




NEVER BEFORE OFFERKED!

elp. s
THE ACME

Sunday N AY\ IANTTMA ol \J . \ ) R
nes med | ad */ [ Iy ) X L) RY
techism, = = _—— — ady/Risaay sy
he New

s B No. 1. PRICE $25 NET.

50 VOLUMES. 16M0O.

Jowever, 4k
antities Containing 15,886 pages, and 157 full ppage cuts.
Ls;;:z:é Bound in uniform style, in extra cloth, and finished in black and gold ; put
up in a neat imitation black walnut box. The retail prices of these books are
" from $1.25 to $1.50 each.
o THIS IS A VERY CHOICE SELECTION,
has lhwd and are by the following popular authors :
its place
1 in each tev. P. C. Headley. Mrs. C. E. K. Davis, Mis. Madeline Leslie.
hich ,},’:ﬂ Rev. F. Arnold. Miss Sarah B. Cornell.  Miss Hesba Stretton.
""l"' P 3 Mr, Geo. E. Sargent. Miss M. J. Capron. Miss Chellis.
Ll Mrs. M. A. Dennison. Miss Agnes Giberne. Mis, J. M. McNair.
Yetwean Mrs. A. E. Porter. Miss;Anna Shipton.
interests. RS
Aunt Rebecea’s Charge. | Little Meg's Children,
d, to one Aunt Lewis, | My Little Corner,
five cents Bernice, The Farmer's Daughter. | Ned’s Search,
\agazine ! Bertie's l%irth‘du.\' Present. : Not Forsaken.
Capt. Russell’s Watchword. | Old Sunapee,
Court and Camp of David. | Old Distillery,
Carl's Home, | Susan Osgood’s Prize,
i Digging a Grave with a Wine-Glase. ‘. The Faithtul Son,
. }nterest Elm Grove Cottage. | The Family Doctor.
1 Increase Earthen Vessels. | The Farm on the Mountain,
dvantage. Every Day Duties. | The Old Sailor’s Story.
r q\mli(,y Eleanor Willoughby’s Self. | The Golden Work.
year will Faithful in the Least. ]I The Golden Fruit.
Finding Shelter. The Golden Life.
CA‘NADRN Frogays Little Brother. | »  The Golden Heart,
asing vae Father Muller, The Newell Boys.
hey set.tle. Frank Wentworth. The Squire’s Daughter.
, and girls Gathered Sheaves. Tom Carter.
SCENES IN Heart’s Delight. Tom Green,
y familiar. Hurry Mﬁimlnud. ; "i:}n: l\'hnl.- A\mmr. )
. W % etty’s Hopes. ¢ Young Apprentice,
u):‘?ce wilel i Isaac Phelps, the Widow’s Son. The Lost Will,
I Jessica’s First Prayer. Waiting Hours.
4 Jimmy’s Shoes. Wayside Service,
40 copies : Kept from Idols. Wee Donald,

| Thisis our NEWBST LIBRARY. The books are large in size and fully adapted, in
* interesting and instructive reading, for the senior classes of our Sabbath Schools.
P.Q; Address, WILLIAM BRIGGS,

- W5 ] 78 and 8o King Street East, Toronto.




S S LESSON HELPS for 1881, | me»

CHRIS'

Carols

SELECT NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL S. 8. LESSONS. By Peloubet.
SANTA

Octavo, Cloth, §1 25 net.
THE LESSON COMMENTARY ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
By Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D. Octavo, Cloth, $1 25 net.
BEREAN QUESTION BOOKS, (graded.) No. 1., Adults ; No. 2., Youths ; and
No. 3., for Little Learners. Price 15 Cents each, net. Post-paid, 17 cents. et
MONDAY CLUB SERMONS. 12-M0O., Cloth, $1.50.

gl THE BOOK-MARK LESSON LST. 18l | Mg

This LESSON LisT, embodying in a convenient and unique form the Lessons, Golden (A

Texts, and Memory verses selected by the LESSON COMMITTEE of the INTERNATIONAL PROV

SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION, has received the endorsement and hearty commendation _

of leading Superintendents and Sunday-school journals throughout the land. 40%1:#,:“",
ville, Conn.

NEARLY A MILLION IN USE LAST YEAR. d “raE

SRR

The Book-Mark Lesson List, put into the Bible, is always at hand when wanted. FRI
1t is invaluable for Reviews. It will help to bring Bibles to school. It is useful as a = Give_the
reward. It is just the thing to hand to a stranger in the congregation. f}’g‘gﬁfe’isg

s Picture dm}

« Your Lesson List has proved a great help in inducing our scholars to bring their °‘%%'::‘d‘.“§:“
Bibles.”—]. F. A liberal ¢

«1am delighted with your Book Mark. It is cheap, convenient, tasty, and excites 55t eom
attention.”—E. G. T. ) 7

« Certainly the best thing for their purpose. I cannot conceive how anything could 188c
be devised more excellent in every respect.”—H. M. T. ——

«For the past two years we have used the Book-Mark Lesson List with much
satisfaction. It is simple, and so complete that we have not been able to offer a single = “0'

suggestion for its improvement.”—J. M. H.

The Book-Mark Lesson List is furnished in three styles—differing on the last
page.

No. 1 contains on the
with names of the P
meetings.

No. 2 is blank on the last page.

No. 3 contains on the last page
general character.

No. 1—With name of Church or School and List of Services on last page.

last page a list of services of the Church ordering,
astor and Superintendent, and an invitation to the

Scripture verses and other matter of a

STYLES.

S0orless - - - $100) 80 . - - ° T $3 00
100 - - s & w1000 4. = = = @ - 320
150 - - - - 185 500 - - - - - 3 50
200 - - - - - 215 750 - - - - - 420
250 - - - - 2 45 | 1000 - - - - - 5 00
300 - . . 270 ' 2000 or over, per thousand 4 50

No. 2—With last'page blank, and No. 3—With general matter on last page.
Less than 500 - - - - 50 cents per hundred.
500 to 1,000 . - . 45 cents per hundred.
1,000 or over - - - 40 cents per hundred.

@~ ( An early order is solicited.

2@~ ) The Lists will be securely packed and sent to any address.

7@~ ) In writing “ copy,” make names as plain as possible

zar [ Send money by Post Office Order or Registered Letter. !

Methodist Book & Publishing House, .

78 & 80 KING STREET EAsT, TORONTO ;

PRICES.

AND,
No. 8 Bleury Street, Montreal, Q.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES.

THE MAGI AND THE MESSIAH. By J. H. Vincent, D.D. Price 10c.

CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, No. 11, containing new and beautiful
Carols for the Sunday Suho«.f, &e. . . * 4
SANTA CLAUS, a Christmas Cantata. By W. Howard Doane. Price 25c.

o Mailed free on receipt of price.
Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 and 8o King Street East, Toronto, Ont.

1 50 All Gold, Chromo and Lithograph Cards, (no two

alike,) with Name, 10c. ; 35 Flirtation Cards, l()cii
Al

Game of Authors, 15¢.; Autograph Album, 200.
50¢. CLINTON BROTHERS, lintonville, Conn.

rice Ec.

SENU 5 ADDRESS WITH THE NAME Froadt B i g 2
3 SCHOC RECEIVE £ —
eI [ENCYCLOP/ADIA =%
ENakey  LTIOUETTEZBUSINESS

PROVIDENCE R.1.
- 0 = 'his is the cheapest and only complete and reliable
Elegant Cards, All Chromo, Motto and Glass wg;k . D ¥
d on Btiquette and Business and Social Forms.
4‘I|e %‘ﬂ'ﬂs in Gold and Jet, 10c. WEST & Co., West- | y; te]ls how to perform all the various duties of life,
b —— — | and how to appear to the best advantage on all
THE GREAT CHURCH occn&ox:s. ‘(.1‘;:" :lv:i-"df hsend Ilk)r ci;cul:u
ARINK' | containing & full description of the work an extra
Give flﬁlhh%()ssgA;g%SFEEE&EO%SFTEBT t:srms to Agents. Address, National Publishing Co.,
CHEAPEST, and the BEST Light known for Chureh: Philadelphis, Pa.
es, Stores, Show /indows, Parlours, Banks, ces, = =
Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, ete. New and 'UCKEYE BELL FOUNDB‘
elegant designs. ‘ Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churche
Send size of room. Get chicular 1?ml estimate. %cmoh“rél'\lnrmn.lhrm-. Nc-F FULL‘
A liberal discount to churches and the trade. D, Catalogue sent Free.
st com L P.FRINK, 551 Pearl troet, New York VANDUZEN & TIFY, Cincinnati, O

A b 5 ke S A b o

1830 BEATTY'S 1&gl

e —.
HOLIDAY CREETING.
oo minect 70 _gzzy One prie O ABINET ORGANS.

e

THE PUBLIC. TO ALL. CHURCH, CHAPEL & PARLOR.
AGENTS.

SENT

ON
TEST PIANO-FORTES.

GRANDSQUARE & UPRIGHT.
Best and sweetest toned {nstruments in the World

nee Swells, ® full sets of
LVes ut Case,

e fancy Hentty's

n top / ew Vox Celeste SLOp,
which isby far the sweetest and most perfec
that has ever been attained

e o v

Aiu-ms price asout $400. @~ M ;nﬂ- (having no agents)
with Stool, Book,Music, boxed & shipped Only 885.
Moliday Greeting, Order now for Christmas and
N Years Presents, Dont wait till the very last moment.
Endless variety of New Styles for the Holidays, wes
assortment of Pianos and Organs that are sold direct to
the public, to be found in thiscountry.

Organs $30 840 850855 860 865 875 $85
to$1,000.2 to 82 stops I'!L!!lbl $125 to $1,600.

iy No. 5,000, A magnificent Organ, 14 Stops, 4 Set Reeds, only.
g | 865, No. 700, 4 setreeds, 15 Stops, $68, Warranted.
- y | g~ LATEST JLLUSTRATED CATALOGUE

== with beautiful Steel Plate Engraving, Sent Free.
> Thosedesiring to ‘)un aseare requested to visit my factory
' J here and felect the instrument in person.
@~ Besuro to write me for Catalogue Illustrated hewspaper, ‘Cireular &e,before you decide to purchase elsewhere

" Address orcallon DANIELF. BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey.




The Best Christmas Present for Your Class.
« THE LESSON CALENDAR.”

Every ﬂ!mch{-scllool teacher will want togive to his or her scholars * The Lesson Oalendar” for 1881, It
;‘ lesson study at home, Haiging upon the wall of &

s something entiraiy new, an 1will d>much to s cure

scholar's room, it wiil ba & daily reminder and help. The L2ssi Calendar 18 in the form of a pad
containing 52 leaves—on# leaf for each week of the year. On each leaf stands out rominently the
month, days of the we k,a d daysof the month, There ure also given the Ifome Reading for each da ,the
M mory Ve s 8of the le-son, & 1ew lead ng questions on t .e less »n, the Golden Text, and the Tople and Out-
live, The padas JMaced up 0 & h indsome car 1boar 1 background, which adds to the attractiveness of this new

scholar's-help, Price by mail prepaid, 25 eants each.
‘Address WM. BRIGGS, 78 and 80 King Street East Toronto.

Heroes of Christian History.
A SERIES OF POPULAR BIOGRAPHIES |

By Eminent English and American Authors.
70 BE ISSUED AT BRIEF INTERVALS.

12mo. Volumes. Bound in Cloth, 78 Cents Each.

___ oW BRESE John Knox,
wWilliam Wilberforce, BY THE REV. WILLIAM M. TAYLOR, D.D.,
BY THE REV. JOHN STOUGHTON, D.0. of Now York.
Auth { * Homes and Haunts ol Luther,” * History P
el olDReli;;u:x in England " ete. ! William Carey,
BY THE REV. JAMES CULROSS, D.D.
Henry Martyn,
BY THE REV. CHARLES D. BELL, MA, D.D., Robert Hall,
Honorary Canon of Carliele, aud Rector of BY THE REV. E. PAXTON HOOD.
Philip Doddridge, | Fletcher of Madeley,
BY THE REV. F. W. MACDONALD.

BY THE REV. CHARLES STANFORD, D.D.,
Author of * Joseph ‘Alleine,” * Homilies on Christian
Work," ete.

John Wycliffe,

BY THE REV. JAMES FLEMING, B.D.

Thomas Chalmers,

‘
!
|  BY THE REV. DONALD FRASER, D.D.

Jonathan Edwards,
BY THE REV. H. SINCLAIR PATERSON, M.D.
A series of short biographies of men emiunent in religious history, by write s of recogni:ed ability.
Popular in style, trustworthy, and comprehensive, and dealing with the most interesting characters
The series will condense, in entertaining form,

and events in the story of the Christian Church.
the essential facts of the great body of religious literature, and will have special value for the large

lass anxious for information touching t

T0 BE ISSUED.
Stephen Grellet,

BY THE REV. WILLIAM GUEST, F.G.8,,

Richard Baxter,

BY THE REV. G. D BOYLE, M.A.

3

hese great men, but unab'e, by reason of limited leisure or |

to read more elaborate works. 1
e f Nov. 6, says :—*‘ It is seldom that we

Speaking of the geries, the Puiladelphia S. S. Times, of
are able to record a more interesting list of subjects and writers."”

Speaking of the volume on Wilberforce, the Chicago Standard, of November 11, says :—The
book is remarkably well written ; worthy in that respect to rank with the best of the already fam-
ous series (English Men of Letters) to which we have several ti nes referred. We shall welcome

the succeeding volumes with re’nl ds

e them as they ap| pear,”
. sec\g Observer, !\'oyV. IAE says of Wilberforce .—%Dr, Stoughton has chosen & noble subject,
which he treats with & sympathetic comprehension of its true greatness.”

The Paper World for November says :—** A publishing enterprise which ought to prove a great
success. The volumes, which in form are neat and compact and sell at the very low price of 75
cents each, are desi| ned to be popular in style, trustworthy and comprehensive in matter, and will
deal with the most interesting characters and events which figure in the development of the Chris.
tian Church. The Wilberforce volume seems to have been carefully and impartially written, and

it is very pleasant reading. We can cordially recommend it."” ) )
The above are but samp'es of & vast number of opinions of the press which it would be impos-

sible for us to republish.

Aoonss, WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 AND 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO;

elight, as will those who are at once so fortunate and so wise as |

B or, Montreal Book Room, 3 Bleury Street, Montreal, P.Q.
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L]
;‘g That Acts at the Same Time on
7 The Liver, the Bowels and the Kidueys.
ow ™ These great organs are the natural cleans-

If they work well, health
will_ bo perfects If they become clogged,
dreadful diseases are sure to follow with
TERRIBLE SUFFERINC.
Billousness, Headache, Dyspepsia, Jaun-
dice, Constipation and Piles, or Kid-
ney C ints, Gravel, t
or Rheumatic Pains and Aches,
are dl»\'r‘lorv‘d because the blood 18 poisoned
with the humors that should have been
expelled naturally.

ers of the system,

: KIDNEY-WORT
will restore the hmhh{ action and all these |
destroying evils will be banishe d ; neglect
1 them and you willlive but to suffer.
4 Thousands havebeen cured, Try {tand yon
willadd one more to the number. Take it
and health willonce more gladden yourheart.
D : Wl‘,hﬁrlnqwh-m-lnnhln Aching back?
i § ‘Why bear fro and Plles?
g Kroxey-Wort will cure you. Try a pack-
age at once and be satisfied.
3 Tt is a dry vegetable compound and
One Package makes six quarts of Medicine,
Your Druggist has it, or will get it for
you. Insist upon having it. Price, $1.00,
WELLS, RICEARDSON & 0., Propristors,
3 (Wil send post pakd.) Burlingtos, Vt.
B
4
250 Mottoes and 100 Illustrated Escort and Trans-
;{lrunt Cards, all for 15c. WesT & Co.,, West- | M
5: ville, Ct. 1 50
i New ORGANS, 840,
. A EAT 0FFER 1100} New' PIANOS;
D 81 up. WARRANTED 8 years. Second
v Hand Instruments at BARGAIN AGENTS
WANTED. Illustrated CATALOG JE FREE.
HORACE WATERS & Co.,826 Br'dwa. .
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THE HOLIDAY GIFT
OF THE SEASON.

A made. 1t s a perfect rof
Inys like any Pi

The prettiest toy that has ¢ presens

tation of & fine 8

imitation rose
be plaved on i1, the tone of it be
o any litile child a gnod i
her the whole winter long
we have put the pi
ry household. Price only 813
A HE MASSACHUSETTS
43 Washington Street, Fos-
Sole Manwfacturers,

y music serc
wand airs can
It w

4
de
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e at a figure

Gold Chromo, Marble, Snowflake, Wreath, Scroll,
Motto, & Cards, with nawe onall, 10¢, Agent's
Heavy gold-plated
Northford,

i1l
Coun.

The New England Conservatory

1s the oldest in the country, and the largest Music

chool in the world.
zemplnylA seventy-five
ent Professors

a8 had over 25,000 Pupils, & enjoys & reputation
unequalled tor furnishing
a Complete m]slc A I lEduc-tlon
at_the very lowest rates.
$15 pays for 20 lessons, with collateral advantages
n to 125hours

strugction,
tra charge.

miat i EDUCATION

Pupils_in the Conservatory course may pursue
in the Great Munlcﬁl gen e oégw &mmrv
ALL ENGDBIS “ﬁ"ﬁ grsnl:.
ul

Send for pamphlet. E.TOURY sic
Chromo Motto, Shells, Scrolls, ete, Cards, name
on, incase, 10¢. B. H. PARDEE, Fair Haven, Conn.

YECOND HAND and New 8. 8. Libraries bought,
C. W.BarNEs Washington

») sold, and exchanged.

| 8t. Chicago, IlL

|

%

JEsTEY& Co.

BRATTLEBORO VT.

Send postal for free Illustrated Catalogue.



3 We offer extraordinary bar-

nsin Pocket Knives and
guarantee satisfaction.
Price by mail 50¢. each
Two for 90 cts. Send postage)
stamps if the amount is less)
than one dollar. Ifonedollar
or more, send bills and make
change with postage stamps.
Valuable catalogue of agents
goods free.

World Manuf’g Co.
122 Nassau Street, New York.
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A Printing Office for One Dollar!

bility, durability and elegance of the rubber stamp.
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Fle name
With the outfit we send by mall for Onel
Dollar, any boy or girl, man or woman
hour,  can go in any residence or stor:
nd print their cards whila there.  In ten minutes you can
nd deliver them. The whole outfit can be carried in yeur
by Mail, $1, 'Valusble catalogue of Ageut's goods free
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DICTIONARY OF
CHRISTIAN ANTIQUITIES.

By Dr. Wirniax Swite. Two octavo Vols,
2060 double col. pages, 600 Engravings. A con-
tinuation of the Dictionary of the Bible, beginning
where the Bible Dictionary ends, € \bracing the first
#,0 years of the Christian Fra. very student of the
Bible wants this Dietionary. Prin from a dupli-
cate set of plates, made for us in London. Senton
receipt of price, 3.50 per volume.

BURR'S LIBRARY INDEX,

for Indexing Subjects, to aid the Student, Scholars
Clergyman, Lawy:r, Physician, Editor, Author,
Teacher, Pupil, and lovers of books An Index to
information for immediate or future use All words
and names are indexed by the first two letters, with
over 300 combinations cut in Thumb Holes in the
edges of the leaves. Opened at any combination by
the use of one hand. Ithasa combination for every
word and name in all languages. 400 pp., quarto
2,000 lines. Sent by mail on receipt of price,
For specimen pages, address,

J. B, BURR & Co., HArTFORD, CONN.

The Best New Year's

ot w Every young maa about to
enlute nocessity to an et itor, & press or legal reporter,
ments of those who

now ving from $1,.00
Ay, ou caD perfect yourse! a short time, so th.ngnu will
high salaries. Price Ly mail, 50 nta, Valuable
G CO., 127 Nassan 'St.. New York,
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Garmore’s Artificial Ear Drums
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GARMORE & w York,
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& CO., Publishers, Hartford, Ct.
TONE MASTERS.

By Charles Barnardt. Stories of Bach and Beeth-
oven, Handel and_Haydn, Mozart and Mendelssohn.
3 vols, price 3. Dr. Vincent says they should be in
eHvery unday-school and other Library. E.Touwkr,

0:ton,

Presentfor Your Class.

“ THE LESSO

N CALENDAR.”

Every Sunday-school teacher will want to give to his or her scholars
d will do much 1o secure lesson study at home, Hnuflnu upon the w lof

Tt is something entirely new, an
ascholar's room, it wil
containing 52 leaves—one leaf for each week of
month, days of the we:k, and days of the month.

the M mory Verses of the lesson, & tew leading questions on J
is placed u%on & handsome cardboard buckuronnd. lvvhlz:h adds to the attractiver ¢

y mail, prepald, 25 cents each, Sample leaves sent free, Discoun. .

and Outline,

of this new scholar

the trade,
ADDRESS,

The pad
vs-help': Price

1 be a daily reminder and help.
f the year.

“The Lesson Culendar” fo. 881,

I he Lesscn Calendar is in the form of « pnd
On each leaf stande ont Trumluenu Lhe
1s0 given the Home Reading for enc! 1

he lesson, the Golden Text,and the Toy

JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa,
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Vorune XIV.]

Hymn for the New Toar.

-

i BY H, DORNTON.

r": Harp, awake ! tell out thy story

‘:‘: Of our love and joy and praise ;
3 Lute, awake ; awake our glory !

4 Join, a thankful song to raise !

0 J in we, brethren, faithful-hearted,

Lift the solemn voice again
Q'er another year departed
Of our threescore years and ten !

Lo ! a theme for deepest sadness,
In ourselves with s'n defiled ;
Lo! a theme f: r holiest gladoess,

In our Fa'her reconciled !
In the dust we beud before Thee,
Lord of sinless hosts above;
Yet in lowliest joy adore Thee,
(God of mercy, grace, and love !

Gracious Saviour, Thou hast lengthened
And hast blessed our mortal span,

And ia our weak hearts hast strengthened

|
1 Beeth-

01{‘*"'1‘1'» What Thy grace alone began !

1d be b

\‘“xu:‘ul,“ Still, when danger shall betide us,

Be Thy warring whisper heard ;
Keep us at Tny feet, and guide us
By Thy Spitit and Thy word !

Let Thy favour and Thy blessing
(rown the vear we now begin ;
Let us all, Thy strength possessing,

Grow in grace and vanquish sin !
Storms are round us, hearts are quailing ;
Signs in heaven, and earth, and sea :
Bat when heaven and earth are failing,

Saviour, we will trust in Thee !

JANUARY, 1881

‘ Slipping Away.

\ They are slipping away these sweet, swift
| years,
| Like a leaf on the current cast ; /
| With never a break in their rapid flow, / 4
We watch them as one by one they go /
Into the beautiful past.

bt 4

|
| As gilent and swift as a weaver's thread,
| Oranarrow’s flying gleam ;
| As soft as the languorous breezes hid,
That lift the willow’s long golden lid,
And ripple the glassy stream.

| As light as the breath of the thistle-down,
As fond as a lover’s dream ;
A« pure as the flush in the sea-shell’s throat,
As swect as the wood-bird’s wooing note,
So tender and sweet they seem.

| One after another we ses them pass,
| Down the dim-lighted stair ;
| We hear the sound of their steady tread
In the steps of the centuries long since dead,

As beautiful and as fair.

There are only & few years left to love ;
| Shall we waste them in idle strife ?
| Shall we trample under our ruthlees feet
Thase beautiful blossoms, rare and sweet,
| By the dusty way of life?

| There are only a few swift years—ah, let

| No envious taunts be heard ; "

| Make life's fair pattern of rare design,

| And fill up the measure with love’s sweet wine,

But never an angry word !
— Salected.

/

7

C
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On the Threshold.

Now, dear Sunday-school fellow-workers,
we stand on the very threshold of another
year. Before we lift the latch and enter
in, let us reverently and solemnly seek
that Divine aid which alone can enable
us to walk wisely and well down the dim
corridors of the future. We know not
what may await us in those unknown
chambers ; hut with God as our guide,
whate’er betide, naught can bring us scath
or harm,

Let us address ourselves with fresh
diligence to the holy task of studying
God's word, so as to learn His mind and
will to us ; and let us then seek so to
impress those truths upon the hearts and
minds of the youthful immortals com-
mitted to our care, that they be to them
a savour of life unto life and not of death
unto death.

Never were the facilities for the study
of God’s word so brought within the
reach of the Sunday-school teacher as they
are to-day; and we believe never were
they better presented than in the pages
of our own BANNER. But all those helpsare
of no avail without diligent study on_the

] Akll- "

|

v W o A
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part of the teacher ; and the first and most
important pre-requisite of study is the

preparation of the heart, which cometh |

alone from God.

As Sunday-school workers let us labour
for results—for present results, Let us
not be satisfied unless the great ohject of
our teaching is accomplished, and the
children are brought to Christ. Let us
make each boy, ench girl in onr classes,
the subject of prayer—of that fervent
effectual prayer which availeth much,
Let us seek to influence them individually,
by personal conversation, by kinuly atten-
tion, by lending or recommending suitable
books ; but above ana beyond all let every
effort be actuated by an intense desire for
the conversion of your scholurs,  Fail not,
dear fellow-worker, on your part, and God
will be faithful to His covenant, for ye
know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.

PR
The International 8. 8. Convention,

We had the pleasure of attending
lately a weeting convoked for making ar-
rangemerts for holding, in this city, the
Triennial Internationul Sunday-school
Convention in Juune next.  Vice-Chan-
cellor Blake occupied the chair, and
Daniel Maclean, Exq., reported his inter-
view with the Executive Committee at
New York. A programme of great inter-
est hus been prepared, embracing addresses
by the foremost Sunday-school workers of
this continent, and some from Great Bri-
tain. Indeed, we anticipate an occasion
of little less importance than the great
Raikes Centenary at London.  Com-
mittees on Finance, on Entertainment, on
Music, ete., ete., were appointed. It is
expected that the world-famous Ira D.
Sankey will be present, and will conduct
the large choir to be organized in singing
those glorious songs of battle and viétory
which have belted the globe with their
sweet chorus, The meetings will be held
in the pavilion of the Horticultural Gar-
dens—a building that will hold between
3,900 and 4,000 persons, The Hon
Edward Blake and the Hon. G. W, Allan
have kindly consented to give the addres
of welcome on the part of the citizens.
We expect that this Convention will not
only knit in closer bonds of Chrin‘t.iml
uwa ,
- J
e
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brotherhood the two kindred nations
which dwell side by side on this conti-
nent, but also give a great impulse to
Sunday-school work throughout this land
and thronghout the neighbouring Repub-
lic. Further particulars of this import-
ant Convention will be announced when
the arrangements are more definitely com-
pleted.

o

WE are glad to learn that Dr. Vincent
is this winter to visit our city. All who
heard his admirable lecture, replete with
blended wit and wisdom, on “That Boy,”
will be glad to learn that he hus consented
to give his famous lecture on “That
Boy's Sister.”

WE have received from J. B. Boustead,
Esq., the energetic Superintendent of the
Metropolitan Sunday-school, a copy of an
excellent Christmas Service of Responsive
Readings, Singing, and the like. We
hope that many schools will hold such a
service.

Tue Rev. Dr. Stewart, Professor of
Theology in the Thological College of our
Church at Sackville, N. B., has prepared
for the January number of the Methodist
Magazine an admirable paper on “The
Gospel of the Angel,” or the Birth of
Christ, the subject of the International
Lessons for the month of January. It is,
we think, the best discussion of this im-
portant subject that we have ever read.
No Sunday-school teacher could fail to
derive therefrom a profounder insight into
God’s plan of redemption than he had
before.

Proressor W, J. Suaw, of our Mon-
treal Theological College, will present in
the February number a paper on * The
Boyhood of Jesus,” a prominent topic in
the Lessons for that month. Other dis-
cussions of important Lesson topies by
some of the best writers of our Church
will follow.

Besioes Dr. Stewart’s paper, the Janu-
ary number, now ready, contains the fol-
lowing : Jottings in the East—Constanti-
nople, with nine engravings, by the Rev.
D. G. Sutherland ; Picturesque Canada,
with five splendid engravings of Montreul,
Ottawa, British Columbia, etc. ; Valeria,

)
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the Martyr of the Catacombs, also illus-
trated;  Men Worth Knowing; the
grand life-story of  ““Sister Dora,” ete.,
The announcement for 1881 is the
best yet made @ Twenty-three fine engrav-
ings, several of them full-page, to illustrate
Murs. Brassey's visit to Cyprus and the
Levant, have been received.  As an addi-
tional inducement, to take the Magazine,
the twelve numbers for 1880 will be given
to new subseribers for 1881 for half-price,
They may thus obtain the whole of the
story of “ Barbara Heck,” together with
siGreat Reformers,” ** Nathaniel Pidgeon,”
“ A Canadian in Europe,” and Dr. Ryer-
Methodism,” for $1.
This is a chance which wili not oceur again,
us we will not print in excess of the de-
mand. A few sets of the twelve numbers
for 1879, contuining the story of * Neville
I'rueman, the Pioneer Preacher,” may also
be had at the same rate. This story alone
sells for 75 cents. This is an opportunity
to get good and cheap reading that no
Sunday-school should neglect.

ete.

son's ¢ Canadian

IN response to several requests for more
reading matter in Pleasant Hours, it will
hencetorth contain about one eighth more
matter than heretofore, in the same-sized
type, without uny increase of price. With
its growing circulation we will make still
further improvements,

WE have received from the office of the
S. 8. Tvmes, Philudelphia, an admirable
Sunday-rchool  calendar, containing a
“ Home Reading” and question for each
week-day, and the Title, Text and Outline
of the Lesson. A capital thing for keep-
ing the Lessons constantly before the eye
and mind, Sent post free by publisher
for 25 cents.

Tue BerraN LessoNn Books ror Be-
GINNERS, and FOR INTERMEDIATEaNd SENIOR
Crasses, are a_ain published and ave for
sule ut our Book Rooms for 15 cents each,
They are wonderfully cheap and valuable
helps to the study of the Lessous.

Our CANADIAN SCHOLAR'S QUARTERLY
has had a very cordial reception, and has
been pronounced the missing link needed
to make up the perfect chain of our Les-
son System. No school need be without
it on the score of price—it is only 2 cents
per quarter. Seund for specimens,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER—STUDIES INTHE GOSPEL OF LUKE.

B.C.7.

the prophet should ¢ roas

fulfilment the prophetic

the Churc
hearts that are waiting for the

sacred from the lips o
Luke 1, 5-17.
[Memory Verses 18-16.]

5 There was, in the days of
Herod the king of Judea, a cer-
tain priest named Zacharias, of
the course of Abia: and his
wife was of the daughters of
Aaron, aud her name was Elis-
abeth.

1 Chron. 24. 1,5,7,10: Now these
are the divisions of the sons of
Aaron....thus were they divided by
lot... the first lot came forth to
Jehoiarib, the seeond to Jedaiah.. ..
the seventh to Hakkoz, the eightl
to Abijuh.

6 And they were both righte-
ous before God, walking in all
the commandments and ordin-
ances of the Lord blameless.

Psa. 119, 1: Blessed are the un-
defiled in the way, who walk 1 the
law of the Lord.

7 And tl ad no child,
be ause that beth was bar-
ren ; and they both were now
well stricken in years.

8 And it came to pass that,
while he executed the priest's
office before God, in the order
of his course,

9 According to the custom
of the priest's office, his lot was
to burn incense when he went
into the temple of the Lord.

JANUARY,

Four hundred years have passed aw
the fc
chain is again taken up, and a new link is added, aunouncing
herald of the King is at the gates, and soon to appear.
while iniquity sits on the throne, and skepticism_stanc
ﬁl, there are yet priests who pray in sincerity, and homes where God is
 consolation of Israel.
in the Holy Place, and through the cloud of frag
angelic face, beaming by the golden altar,
celestial visitant, and with mind too ove
his prayers, oft offered, are to be answered at last ; his wife shall clasy
and his child shall be the destined messenger of the Lord, to take up the trun
f David, and Isaiah, and Malachi, and proclaim the coming of the King.

11,
January 3.

LESSON 1.—ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH; or, Righteous before God.
a

JENERAL STATEMENT.

ince the last promise of the 01d Testament—that Elijah
anner of the Lord ; and now when the world is ripe for its
that the

In a time of universal neglect and unbelief,
1s at the altar, and formality stalks abroad in
honoured, and
" The aged Zacharias stands with his censer
rant incense he beholds God's messenger, with

His rising alarm is allayed by the gentle words of his
rwhelmed fully to believe, he hears the glad prowmise that

asp a son in her withered arms,

ipet of prophecy,

Explanatory and Practienl.

Verse 5, Days of Herod. An Idumean by birth, the last
king of Judea, and a man of great ability and force, but cruel and
unscrupulous. He caused his wife Mariamne, and his own sons, to
be put to death without cause, and shed much innocent blood.
But, despite his crimes and the hatred of the people, he held power
for nearly forty years by his political skill and the favour of the
Romans. Judea This word strictly refers to southern Dalestine
only : but Herod's realm included all” the four districts of Judea,
Samaria, Galilee and Perea, besides some of the surrounding pro-
vinces. A certain priest. The priests were descendants of
Aaron, of the tribe of Levi. Their duties were the offering of
ifice, the care of the temple, and, to some extent, instruction in
Zacharias. His name means “pemembrance of the
Lord.” His home was in the hill-country of Judea, (ver. 89,) pre-
bably near Hebron, which was & priestly city. Course of Abia.
The priests were divided into twenty-tour conrses or classes, each
of which served in the temple a Wwe k in every r. The
course of Abia, or Abijah, was the eighth in order, and was on
duty in April and October. Daughters of Aaron. The priests
were required to choose wives from among the descendants of Aavon,
that the sacred blood might remain unmixed. Elisabeth. The
Greek form for the name Elisheba, meaning *“the oath of God.”
As the coming Messiah sprang from the royal line of David, so the
coming forerunner from the priestly line of Aaron.

sa
the law.

6, 7. Righteous before God. Not perfect in character, but
sincere in their service of God, and that in a time of wide spreal
corruption, both in Church and State. 1. Pharisaism may seck to
be righteous before men; but true piety seek8 to be righteous before
God. 2. Those who lead in the vices of religion should them-
d is that home where

selves set an example of holiness. 3. Bles
the husband and wife are together in God's service.  Command-
ments and ordinances. One word refers to the precepts of the

law, the other to the ceremonies of the Jewish Church. Blame-
less. Not with absolute sinlessness, but with heart fixed in the
purpose of rectitude. No child. By all Orientals, childlessness
is regarded as a great affliction : and to the Jews it was especially
s0, as each family cherished a hope that the Messiah might be found
in its number.

8, 9. The priest’s office, During the week of theis minis-

tration the officiating priests occupied chambers in the tempie, and
after it they returned home. Betore God. In the temple where
God dwelt among his people. His lot. The various duties con.
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10 And the whole multitude
of the people were praying with-
out at the time of incense.

Rev. 8. 4: And the smoke of the
ineense, which came with the prayers
of the saints, aseended up before
God.

11 And there appeared unto
him an angel of the Lord stand-
ing on the right side of the
altar of incense,

12 And when Zacharias saw
him, he was troubled, and fear
fell upon him.

Rev. 1. 17: And when I saw him,
1 fell at his feet as dead,

13 But the angel said unte
him, Fear not, Zacharias:
for thy prayer is heard ; and
thy wife Klisabethshall bear
e n son, and thou shalt
his mame John.

Dan. 10. 12: Fear not, Daniel....
¢hy words were heard, and I am
come for thy words.

14 And thon shalt have joy
and gladness; and many
shall rejoice at his wirth,

16 Feor he 1l be grent in
wight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wi
strong drink;and h
filled with the EHoly
even from his mother's
womb.

Matt. 11, 9,11 : A prophet? Yea,
I say unto you, and more than &
prophet Verily 1 say unto you,
Amoag them that are bornof womeh,
there hath not risen a greater than
John the Baptist,

many of the chil-
Esrael shall he tarn
d their God.

Matt. 8. 5, 6: Then went out to
him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and
all the region round about Jordan,
and werp haptized of him in Jordan,
confessing their sivs,

17 And he shall go before
him in the spirit and power of
Elias, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom ot
the just ; to make ready a peo-
ple prepared for the Lord.

1 Kings 18, 21: And Elijah came
unto all the people, and said, How

nected with daily offering were assigned by lot. To burn in-
cense. The incense was composed of fragrant guing and spices,
held in a bowl, which was placed vn the g n altar, These were
lighted with coals of fire from the altar of burnt offering, and filled
the Holy Place with a fragrant cloud, an emblem of the prayers of
God's people.  The temple. The third temple, built by Herod,
was surrounded by four courts, one inside another, all surrounded
by porticoes and open to the sky. In the innermost, called *“the
court of the priests,” rose the temple building, di: ided into two
| parts —the Holy Place, in whic h stood the altar of incense, and the
Holy of Holi The office of burning incense was regarded as so
sacred that a priest was permitted to perform it but once. 4. “The
| perfume was sweeter which ascended up from the hand of a just
| Zacharias,”—Bishop Hall.

10, 11. The whole multitude. From the numbers in
attendance, some have supposed that thic was on a Sabbath, or a
’ feast-day. Praying without. While the offering was laid on
the brazen altar in the pl'iv-ﬂ's court, and the cloud of incense-smoke
arose from the golden altar in the Holy Place, the people from the
cou.ts of Israel and of the Women, and even from the outer court
of the Gentiles, lifted up their prayers. There appearsd. This
angelic appearance was the first event of the Gospel dispensation.
An angel of the Lord Gabriel. As we learn from ver. 19, an
angel who is peculiarly the bearer of good tidings to men.  On the
right side That is, on the south side of the altar, between it
and the golden candlestick, close by the veil which covered the
Holy of Holies. The altar of incense. Two altars were in the
temple—one of bronze in the court of the priests, on which the daily
sacrifice was offered ; the other, covered with gold, within the Holy
Place, reserved for incense. 5. At the place of prayer God's mes-
Sl‘llg#'l' comes to answer llril_\‘(.’r.

12, 13, Troubled.
must tremble when one
presence.  In every case when angels have come to mortals, they
have been beheld with fear, even by the courageous (Giideon and the
holy Daniel. Fear mot. 6. The opening words of the Gospel
dispensation are words of encouragement and cheer. Thy prayer
is heard. The angel attests his supernatural origin by his know-
ledge of Zacharias' prayers, and his promise of an answer. The
prayer had been for a son, and, in common with all pious Jews, for
the coming of the Messiah, both of which supplications are soon to
find answer. 7. God hears our prayers even when he delays answer-
ing them. His name John. “The gift of God;" a suitable
name for one whose birth was thus promised, and who was to appear
as God's messenger among men.

Men are of the earth, and, however brave,
from the invisible world appears in their

14, 15. Thou shalt have. More precisely, ““And he shall
be joy and gladness to thee.” 8. **The child of prayer is likely to
be a source of joy to his parents.”—arke. any shall re-
joice. Not ‘‘at the time of his birth,” but ““shall have occasion

to rejoice in after years on account of his birth,” ushering in the
‘ Gospel and its privileges, 9. Every life has in it the possibility of
‘ bringing happiness to other lives. Great in the sight of the
Lord. As the succeeding clauses explain, great in self-conquest,
l great in spiritual endowment, great in power among men, and great

in his mission as Christ’s forerunner. 10, Not often are the same
men great in the eyes of God and of men. Wine.
of wine was permitted to people in general, the
under a vow abstained, not only from fermentec
from grapes, as a mar
Strong drink. All stimulating liquors other than wine.
with the Holy Ghost. ‘‘Illuminated, sanctified, and guided
by its influence.”"—Burnes. From his mother’s womb. From
earliest infancy under a divine influence.  None may know at how
arly an age the Spirit enters a human heart.

While the use
ite or a person
wine, but even
of peculiar self-control and consecration,

Filled

16, 17. Many...

which was amply verified.

..shall he turn.
Matt. 3.

A prediction of success
5, 6. Power of Elias,
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long halt ye between two opinions ? | be i i v y A en 1 i yreache:
i ot Bl i b el A To be in his own age what Elijah had been in his, a bold preac her 3. His
Mal 4. b Behold, T will send you \ and a mighty reformer ; and, moreover, like him in the simplicity .
Elijah the prophet before the com- | and austerity of his habits. Fathers to the children As had G
:r':u ul( n:’e grest and dreadful day of | been prophesied in the closing words of the Old Testament. Mal. bl
y(:x That Eli::‘;nnllmllgédlc:;)nveu.“:(; \ 4, 6. A figurative expression, meaning a rev ival of true religion 4. His
They have done unto him whatso- | among young and old. Wisdom of the just True wisdom tu
ever they listed. | being shown by obedience to God. To make ready. The mis- ol
. sion of John was to prepare the nation for the more searching words
prepare 1 4
and the greater work of Christ. 5. Hi
— e “ By
Time.—About a year and three months before the | 2. The Hour of Praver, v. 8-10. ADDI
birth of Christ, (B. C. 7,) according to the common chro- What was the duty of Zacharias?
nology. At this time Augustus Cm<ar was emperor of Where was thix duty performed ?
Rome, and Herod the Great, king of Jucea, Of what was incense a type? 1. Go
Place.—The temple at Jerusalem. How ix this represented in Rev. 8 81
GOLDEN TEXT, Of whom was the priest, while offering incense, & type? great e\
Audib b . . How did the people show their interest in the service? race are
nd they were both righteous before God, What example do we find in their conduct? G
walking in nill the commandments and or- At what hour did this service take place? 3 2. C
innnces of the Lord blameless.—Luke 1. 6. | .'l.“'ll‘hr I:rnn-uly Prophecy, v. 11-17. ngh(enu
LESSON § Ns, hat took place in the temple? Go
, What is the effect of heavenly appearances upon human 3.
No. 893, New Hymn Book. C.M. iy
'l:nrd, 1 :’ppruu:h s dorepisat m‘pdn, and why? sac.red. [
Where thou dost nluwpr'prn\ er: ul;:l‘:;: :"u‘: L‘r::l:: ﬁ::x;::‘;l";“’l”ed, while ir
9 2 4 2
Th;:f ":.‘J'I'l'étﬂ:(!‘url"f:"{ﬁe‘:“:y foet, What character was predicted of his son? 4. G
¥ N What was indicated by the words ¢ neerning strong cheer a
Thv”v&'::‘:‘:"‘el‘" m{ only_pl.cn, K drink 1 spirit ‘
iis 1 venture nixh ; What was to be John's office and work ? 4
Th."'u lc‘*::e:‘t a\'(d€|:e'l "";lh to thee, |  What influence was he to exert upon the people 5. G
nd sugl Lord, am 1.
2 : | TEACHINGS OF IE LENSON. prayer,
Bowed down beneath a load of sin | w
By Satan sorely pressed, » ‘ What does this lesson show— ) thougly
By war without, and fears within, | ‘]Z :: ::::: ::::'l‘;:ﬁ :: ;t::‘r:::"f 6. G
ko WL ‘;"“k"" ro: en \ 3 Ao P le tn sea fof G0d? revelat
0. , New Hymn A WM, | ) v ,
2 Increase :’\'ur ll:li';h. almighty Lord ! | (Musieote for MinMy - The influence of parents phe‘:y
For thou alone canst give | character upor their children.. The office and signifi- dred ye
The faith that takes thee at thy word | cance of t’h:l- priesthood .. The ministry of angels, . .. The 7. G
¥ b i i . U
e taith by which we live, | mission of Juhn the Baptist. 3
THoReRss 0UF faith ‘thu wo may olsim | The Lesson Cnts chism.—(For the entire school.) Christ,
N ety Droiiius bure s | 1. Who was Zagharias? A priest in the time of Herod. pel. v.
i ¥ x . 2. What was his character ? He was righteous before God Doc
And always triumph in thy name
A " ¢ ~ ® 3. Whoappeared to him in the temple? An angel of the
And to the end endure. . : ¥ :
Increase our faith, O Saviour doar, I,;-nly |$‘ What nIl;! the :nu‘elhpnwnnw nm?7 AJNI-n ul‘m
o £ BAT, | should be a prophet. 5. Whu was this son ohn the
By thy rich sovereiun grice, | Bantist. 6 What duty do we learn from the first lesson? 1. Hou
Till, changing faith for vision clear, | Faithful obedience to God. Church !
We see thee face to face, Christ
No. 402, New Hymn Book 9. M. SNAL AL & RIBLICALOUT INE baptism
I want a neart to | 3 Priest and the Propher. f‘l W "I
To eVer e e nea
e e I. THE PRIEST. siien of 1
Or wish my sufferings less. ;. Righteous. “Righteous before God.” “‘l‘:‘c'-"""
This blessing, ahove all, v. 6. e
Always to pray, | waut, AT > > fatth? =
Out of the deep on thee to eall, I\x,:!neousm ss....of God by faith, EN
And peser, never faint. Phil. 3.9.
 rest upon thy word, 2. Obedient. “ Commandments. . ..or R
The promise is for me dinances.” v 6, W
My succour and salvation, Lord, 1af : “A
Lyt L Ay  Blessed. . ..undefiled. ...walk in the ' And
law.” Psa. 119. 1 ton
v { Rlamelags” he G
3. Unspotted. * Blameless.” v. 6. the G
« Blameless and harmless, the sons of caus
W. M ] <o an ¥ i
Th. The women and the 5. 1-10. | God.” Phil. 2. 15. ﬂln,hr:
F (I,r:;l‘u-lnhlm'u! the 4 ‘Pmyerful. * Prayer is heard.” v. 13 ml ke
S. Peter and the angel, From the first....thy words were A
w. John and the arvel. | » T'he
QUENTIONS ON 1 I heard.” Dan, 10. 12. 1
A " [I. THE PROPHET Chic
1. The Ho 3 . HE PROPHET. “H
‘Who were . His Honor. “ Great....sight.... oy
When did they live? Lord.” v. 15 uzzle
Where was their home? v 39, 40. o e g
What was the vocation of Zacharias? Not....a greater than John the Bap-
To what course did he belong? tist.” Matt. 11, 1L
What was their character ? i i “ H atma
Was such the general character of the priesthood at 2. His Self-denial. Neither wine/
that time ? elc. v. 15.
To what extent was this pair *‘ blameless ” “ % i 1
What privilege had thus far been denied them ? Not drunk with wine, but filled....
Spirit.” Eph. 5. 18.

What subject of their prayer is indicated in v. 187
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3. His Endowment. “Filled.... Holy
Ghost.” v. 15.
« Full of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 11. 24.

4 His Influence. “ Many. ....shall he

turn.” v. 16.
“ Went out
Matt. 3. 5.
5. His Work. “ To make ready.” v.17.
« Behold the Larab of God.” John 1. 29.
ADDI TONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
Messages from God.

1. God’s messages come to men when
great events in the spiritual history of the
race are about to take place.

2. God’s messages come only to the
righteous, whatever their state in life. v. 6.

3. God’s messages come to some while in
sacred duties, but to others, (the shepherds,)
while in secular. v. 11

4 God’s messages begin with words of
cheer and encouragement to the troubled in
spirit. v, 13.

5. God's messages come as answers to
prayer, unexpected, and larger than our
thoughts.

6. God’s messages recognize the unity of
revelation, by taking up the thread of pro-
phecy where it was broken, after four hun-
dred years. v. 17.

7. God’s messages have direct relation to
Christ, the great central theme of the Gos- |

el. v. 17. |
|

to him....all Judea”

DocTRINAL SuaGesTION—The ministry of angels,

CATECHISY QUENTIONS,

1. How many sacraments hath Christ ordained in his
Church!

Christ hath ordained two sacraments in his Church ;
baptism and the supper of the Lorid,

2. What mean you by the wad sacrament !

I 'mean by the word sacrament an outward and visible |
sign of an inward and spiritual grace, viven unto v
dained by Christ himself, as a means whereby we receive |
the same, aud a pledge to assure us thereof.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

“ Where were you born?” “And you?”
“ And you ?” This would be a good ques-
tion with which to open these lessors on |
the Gospel of Luke ; and all the better be-
cause the class would certainly not see the
drift of it at first. Probably scarcely one of
my readers sees as yet my object in asking
the question.

The answer “ Boston,” “ Albany,” |
“ Chicago,” etc. Then comes the questién, |
“How do you know?” 1 can imagine the
Euzzled faces of the class. “ How do I

now, teacher?” asks a boy—as much as
to say, “ What do you mean?” “Yes,” I
reply ; “how do you know you were born at
‘I‘hsmn?" “ Well, mother says I was.”

Exactly so : che told you; you did not
read it in a book, did you?” “Ina book!

is,

| are forgotten.
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0, no!” says my young friend, laughing.
“ Then,” I go on, “it came to you by oral
tradition.” The class is puzzled again ;
but my task is now easy, L0 show them that
a great part of their knowledge comes, not
by reading but by hearing ; not by books,
but by oral communication or delivery.

So it was with the knowledge of the early
Christians concerning the life of their Lord,
before the time when the Gospels were
written. The converts of Philip in Samaria,
of Peter at Casarea, of Barnabas at Antioch
—what did they know about Jesus? Of
course, they heard in the first instance of
his being the promised Messiah, of his re-
jection and death, and of his resurrection ;
and on this testimony they embraced the
Gospel. But then how eager they would be
to know more about this crucified and risen
Galilean whom they accepted as their Lord
and Saviour! The apostles and some
others could, of course, tell them what they
had seen and heard while he was yet on the
earth ; but as their numbers multiplied, the
want seems to have been supplied by the
handing on from one to another of a regular
summary of teaching or “ catechizing,” (as
the word “instructed” means in Luke 1. 4,)
comprising our Lord’s principal miracles,

| discourses, etc., and the events that led to

his death. In course of time, as Luke tells
us in the first verse of this chapter, “ many
took in hand to set forth in order” a written

| narrative, more or less complete, of the

events thus summarized, with such additions
as their individual knowledge would enable
them to make. So in the present day, if a
great man dies, all the newspapers give us
hasty biographies of him ; and we then
learn facts about him which before were
only known to the few who knew him, or

| who had opportunities of hearing from those

who did.  Written narrative soon supersedes

| oral tradlition.

But this is not all. By and by, one or
more complete “ Lives” of the great man
appear, carefully compiled after due research
and inquiry, which become more or less
standard works, and the newspaper sketches
And so came the four Gos-
pels to be written, and to survive all the
other accounts. Of course, over and above
this, we hold them, and them only, to be
divinely inspired. But this does not affect
the foregoing illustration of their origin as
human compositions.

The present seems to me a good oppor-
tunity to make all this plain to our scholars.
We are beginning Luke’s Gospel : how came
he to write it? He himself was a Gentile
convert, a man of superior education, who
would naturally desire to find out for him-
“elf more of the Lord’s life than the current
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oral teaching or the incompletz accounts in
circulation would tell him. There are
many passages peculiar to his Gospel which
afford interesung indications of his having
obtained information from special sources ;
but I must not now dwell on these. 1 refer
to it merely to introduce one important fact,
which does concern us in these opening
lessons, namely, that from the fifth verse of
the first chapter to the end of the second
chapter is written in a very peculiar style,
and is almost certainly a translation into
Greek of a Hebrew document which did not
come into the hands of Matthew and Mark,
but which Luke did obtain, very probably
from some of the Galilean women whom he
frequently (and he alone) mentions, and who
may have received it from Mary herself.
Luke seems to come forward to the early
Christians with his manuscript, and to say,
See what I have found for you ; you have
never fully known about the birth of John
Baptist and of Jesus ; now, here it is. Now
let the class look at the beginnings of the
other three Gospels, and then see what we
should have lost if Luke had not recovered
and translated that precious fragment ; and
let these two chapters always be read with
thankfulness to God for their preservation.

And a very striking picture it is which
Luke presents to us in the opening verse of
the chapter now before us. One ought
really to prepare oneself for looking at it by
a previous course of reading in Josephus.
In his pages we see the condition of Pales-
tine in the reign of Herod the Great.
Intrigue, violence, bloodshed, continually
prevailed. The massacre of the infants at
Bethlehem is not mentioned, for it was but
a small thing by the side of other horrors.
Were there, then, no religious people ? Yes,
and we see them in the Gospels, making
broad their phylacteries, praying at the
street-corners, despising the poor and the
sinful, “ scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites !”
One might suppose there were no quiet,
humble, godly people in the land at all.
One might cry with the Psalmist, “ Help,
Lord ! for there is not one godly man left !”
And then Luke comes forward and shows
us Simeon and Anna, Joseph and Mary,
Zacharias and Elisabeth—all in this precious
bit of domestic Hebrew narrative.

In mountain districts, you sometimes
ascend a steep and rugged pass, where the
towering rocks on either side get wilder at
each step. Vegetation seems left behind,
and you fancy the regions of perpetual snow
must be near ; when suddenly, through a
dark and narrow defile, you emerge into a
bright, green, smiling valley, with a mean-
dering stream and pleasant mreadows, lying
up there embosomed in the mountains. I

am thinking of the valley of Andermath, on
the St. Gothard route over the Alps ; but
my American readers doubtless know of
similar spots on their side the Atlantic,
Just like the sight of so peaceful and unex-
pected a scene seems to me the picture, “in
the days of Herod the king,” of that good
old praying couple, “walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless,” Zacharias and Elisabeth.

Nor were they alone in their lowly god-
liness. Luke shows us a “ whole multitude
of people praying ” in the temple court while
Zacharias is offering within the sanctuary
the incense that symbolizes their supplica-
tions as it rises with a *““sweet savor” to-
ward heaven. In that crowd, no doubt,
you may see many a proud Pharisee ; but
1s there not the mercy-seeking publican,
too? and are not Simeon and Anna there,
“ departing not from the temple,” “ serving
God with fastings and prayers night and
day,”  waiting for the consolation of Israel ?”
and many others like them? Might not
God have said in the days of Herod as he
said in the days of Ahab, “ Yet have I left
me seven thousand in Israel ?”

We know there was at this time an expec-
tation among the Jews that Messiah would
soon come. And we may well believe that
the cruelties of Herod, the selfish intrigues
of the Sadducee priests, and the arrogance
of the professedly righteous Pharisees, would
lead humble people like the solitary old
couple in their home in the Judean hills to
pray the more earnestly and continually that
the long-deferred Promise might quickly be
fulfilled. I think we see a hint of this in the
angel’s words to Zacharias, “ Thy prayer is
heard.” Was that a prayer for a child?
Hardly. They had given up that expecta-
tion, humbly submitting to the Lord’s will
in the matter. Was it not a prayer for
Messiah? And was it not this prayer that
was answered ? True, Elisabeth did have a
son ; but the stress is rather on what and
whom that son was to be.
sight of the Lord ”—and great because he
was to do exactly what Malachi had pro-
phesied of Messiah’s forerunner. Compare
the angel’s words in vers. 16, 17, with those
of Mal. 3. 1; 4.6, and remember Gabriel's
revelation comes after Malachi’s in the
scroll of prophecy ; for during the interven-
ing four hundred years no message came
from God to man. And mark the child’s
divinely-given name— John—that is, * Je-
hovah is gracious.”

But of John’s mission we shall see more in
another lesson.  What is the practical
teaching of this passage for our classes? |
would put it thus : Would you like rich and
unexpected blessings while you live, and a

“ Great in the -
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respected memory when you die? Seek not
to be Herods, lordly leaders of men ; but
Jjust take the quiet unnoticed position God
has given you ; strive to be * blameless ” in
it ; and God’s angels may have messages
for you beyond all your conceptions

BEREAN METHODS.
Hintx for the T'e Heeting and the

Note the condition of the world at that
time, in Judea, in the Roman Empire, so-
cially, religiously, morally, spiritually
The persons of the lesson, and character and
station—Herod, Zacharias, Elisabeth, John
.. ..A description and rough diagram of the
temple, showing courts, altars, and the place
of the angel's appearance....Angels and
their work....What is related elsewhere
concerning Gabriel....The promise, what
it included, and how it was fulfilled. ... The
mission of John as here presented....
Teachings concerning righteousness. (See
Lesson Commentary, page 27)....Lessons
concerning God’s messages to men. (See
Additional Practical Lessons.)....Duties
here taught : 1. Righteousness ; 2. Prayer ;
3 Faith,

Blackboard,

PRA\/ERV FJOTfRGOIHI\/

We learn from this lesson that to be
righteous before God we must keep to the
line of duty, and be patient. Faith and

tience go hand in hand. Prayer may not

answered immediately, but it is not for-
slten, and in God’s good time he will grant
at which is right.

Primary nand Intermedinte,
BY MRS, B, J. KNOWLES,
INTRODUCTORY. This is the first lesson
of the year. A Happy New Year, dear
¢hildren | What do you think will make
this year a happy one for each of us? One
says, “To be good.” That is true. It
always has been and always will be true that
#the way to be happy is to be good.” How
gens;mt it is to have for the first lesson of
e year the story of a man and his wife who
Were truly good people. How do we know
they were good? Listen what God’s word
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says about them, |[Class repeat Golden
Text.] What were the names of these good
people ?  Repeat after me, Zacharias,
Elisabeth,

LESSON STORY. Here is a picture of the
temple in Jerusalem, [Teacher may show
model, or picture, or sketch upon blackboard,
and describe briefly the altar of incense and
its use.] Zacharias was a priest, whose duty
it was to offer incense upon this altar, On
this day, when our story begins, he was in
the temple attending to his duty. [Bring
out here the thought that the best things in
life, and those which makes us most truly
happy, always come to us when we are
doing what God wants us to do.] Zacharias
was standing by the altar, and an Angel of
the altar came and stood by him. [When
we are doing God’s service we always have
the company of angels, though we may not
see them.] This was the angel Gabriel,
whose name means ‘“the great power of
God.” He came from the presence of God
in heaven to bring glad news to Zacharias.
Zacharias was afraid when he saw the angel.
So were Abraham, and Daniel, and other
men of whom the Bible tells us, when angels
spoke to them, If they felt so in the pre-
sence of these great and holy beings, how
reverent and thoughtful should we be when
we come into the presence of God in prayer,
or to hear what he says to us in his word.
The angel said, “ Fear not, Zacharias, thy
prayer is heard,” and then he told hiin God
would give him the very thing he had asked
him for. What do you think that was? A
son, Zacharias and Elisabeth had no chil-
dren. A home is very lonely without little
children —and they wished so rauch for a
son. So they went to God, their Father,
and asked for the thing they wished for most.
The angel had come to tell them that the
son should be given them, and they should
call his name John, which means * the gift
of God.” Do you suppose God would have
heard their prayer, and sent his angel to tell
them this good news, if they had not been
good people trying to please God? No,
for the Bible says, “ The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear him, and he will show
them his covenant.,” [Teacher may explain
in a brief word that God’s covenant is to
give special blessings to those who are
obedient to him.] The angel also told
Zacharias that his son should be “great in
the sight of the Lord.” Thatis much better
than to be great in the sight of men,

LESSON THOUGHTS. 1. Our best things
in life come to us when we are in the way
of duty. 2. Reverence in the presence of
God at worship. 3. We may ask God for
whatever we want. 4. God always hears
and answers our sincere prayers,
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B .C7 . . January 9,
LESSON IL—THE SONG OF MARY; or, Rejoicing in God.
(GENERAL STATEMENT.

Zacharias has finished his ministration in the temple, and at home awaits in silence the fulfilment
of the angel's prophecy. In the Galilean village of Nazareth, a hundred miles to the north, is
dwelling a mui«ien, related to Elisabeth, and named Mary. Though lowly in estate, her lineage is
of the noblest, since she is a descendant of King David.” She is betrothed in marriage to Joseph,
a carpenter, who comes of the same ro -l ancestry. Six months after the angel Gabriel appeared
to Zacharias in the temple, he enters .{lury's dwefling, and salutes her with the wondrous tidings
that the Messiah-Prince, so long expected, is at last about to come, and that she is destined to be
his mother. The manner of his advent is revealed, and his name is announced to be Jesus, the
Saviour. The angel also informs her of the joyful event so soon to oceur in the home of cousin
FElisabeth, The maiden bows meekly to her high destiny, with all its strange accompaniments,
and soon, bearing her mighty secret, fastens toward the priestly home in Judea. As she enters its
door, the aged Elisabeth also feels the prophetic impulse, and in a burst of son hails her as the
mother of her Lord. Mary responds in the Magnificat of our lesson, a strain echoing the prophe-
cies of the O1d Testament, and exulting in the triumph of God's cause over all its enemies,

Luke 1. 46.55. Explanatory and Practical.

[ Memory Verses, 51-55.] l Verse 46. Mary. The vigin mother of Jesus, she is yet al-

46 And Mary said, My soul most unmentioned in the history, and few are the facts concerning

doth magnify the Lord, her. After the birth of Christ, she appears to have had other

children, (Mark 6. 3,) some of whom were afterward disciples, and

Paa. 84, 8: O magify the Lord | even apostles. 1 Cor. 9. 5. At the crucifixion she was committed

with me, and let us exalt his name | to the care of John, (John 19. 25, 26,) and appears to have been

together. sresent in the company after the ascension. ~ Acts 1. 14, She may

Law- died at Jerusalem, or perhaps at Ephesus, after John removed

to that city. Said. The characteristics of this hymn are just

such as would naturally belong to the time when Christ was ex-

pected, as a temporal sovereign, for the Jewish people especially if

not exclusively, My soul. **Soul” and ¢¢Spirit " in these two

sentences are not used in a nice psychological meaning, but poeti

cally, to indicate the whole inner being. Magnify the Lord,

As the hestower of the highest honour upon herself, and blessing

upon the world, 1. We too may praise God for the same Saviour
with the virgin mother.

< And my spirit hath re- 47. Hath rejoiced. Hers was the vejoicing of faith, for the
joiced in God my Saviour, Saviour, though promised, had not yet appeared. 2. While she
. sraised God for a Saviour to come, we may be grateful for One whe
48 Forhe hath regarded the | Las come. In God my Saviour. She not only recognizes the
low estate of his handmaiden ; | One who is to come as the temporal redeemer of her weople, but as
for, ""l"'l‘l; from henceforth | ¢ Divine Being who is to save herself. 3. Even the mother o
all generations shall call me | Chyist can be saved only by faith in Christ.
blessed. | .

48, He hath regarded. Literally, “hath looked upon.
high, yet hath he respect unto the The low estate. Referring to condition, not to character
Jowle. Luke 11,27 : Blessed is the | That Giod should look upon one of humble life, passing by tl
w'l’“""l’ ""““ ';:""' thee, and the paps | noble and rich, secmed to Mary wonderful ; but the cave of Eliji
WG R TR B0RG was nearer to God’s heart than the ivory house of Ahab, and th
cottage of Nazareth was of more importance in the eyes
aven than the pa f Herod. 4. God's interest is always i
and holy is his name, ‘ character, rather than s l\illl'l. All generations ll}ml.l call.me
| blessed. A prophecy which has been more than fulfilled, sin
multitudes have paid to the Virgin Mary idolatrous honour whid
is unwarranted by Seripture,

Psa. 188. 6: Though the Lord be

49 For he that is mighty
hath done to me great things ;

50 Andhis mercy is on them
that fear him from generation

I

. i
Y0 gEnpIEON, | 49. 50. He that is mighty. * The Mighty Onc.” Dont
Psa. 108, 17, 18 : The merey of the | to me great things. Both in"the fact of the Saviour's comin;
Lord is from everlasting to everlast- | through her, and in the manuer of his birth by a virgin. Holy
ing upon them that fear him, and | is his name. The thought of her own honour is lost in th
2,'1';|d':",‘l’l"t”“’:,“;‘u°gg .‘:"l:‘:ep":‘l::"'::;‘; thought of God's glory. His merey, The divine grace towan
nant, and to those that remember the lowly. Them that fear him. Not with the terror

his commandments to do them. guilt, but with the loving reverence of faithful service. 5. Thos

who look up to God with a filial fear, aré looked upon by God witi 3

JS1L Hohnthskowed atvongth | g father's favour. From generation to generation. Rathe,
tered the ,"‘“,‘ in the ‘“‘unto generations of generations;" that is, forever. 6. Man

of their h favor changes, but Giod's abideth evermore.
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52 He hath put down the |

mighty from their seats, and |
exalted them of low degree,

Psa. 118. 7, 8: He raiseth up the |
poor out of the dust, and lifteth the
needy out of the dunghill; that he |
may set him with princes. James
4. 10: Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and he shall lift
you up.

53 He hath filled the hun-
’ry with good things; and
he rich he hath sent empty |
nway.

Isa. 65.13: Thus eaith the Lord
God, Behold, my servants shall eat,
but ye shall be hungry ; behold, my |
servants shall drink, but ye shall be
thirsty.

b4

hath holpen his ser-
vant srael, in remembranee
of his mercy.

Isa. 44, 21: O Israel, thou shalt
ot be forgotten of me.
|
56 As he spake to our fa-
hers, to Abraham, and to
is seed forever.

Gen. 22. 18: In thy seed shall all
mations of the earth be blesse €
eause thou hast obeyed my voice.
Gal. 8.16,20: Now to Abraham and
his seed were the promises made;
if ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs accord-
ing to the promise.

Time,.- B.C. 7, at least six months after the events of

cting Links.—1. The an
S,

the hill country of Judea.

No. 14, New Hymn Bo
Awake, and sing the so

Of Moses and the Lamlb

Wake ev

To praise the Saviour's

Sing of his dying love ;

Sing of his rising powe

For those whose sins he bore. Th, The song of Haunah,
: 4 N . F. 'The song of the angels.
Soon shall ye hear him say, - S, Thesong of the apostles

“Ye blessed children, com

Soon shall he call you hel
To your eternal home.
No. 417, New Hymn Book.
Come, thou all-inspiring
Into every longing heal

Bought for us by Jesus' merit,
Now thy blissful self impart.

Give us quietly to tarry,

| certain.

Mary's visit to Elisabeth.

.—A village, probably Jutta

y heart and every tongue,

Sing how he intercedes above
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51. He hath shewed. According to the Hebrew usage, in
pruphovy, the \mst tense is used for the future, as if the event fore-
seen had already taken place. Strength with his arm The
arm is referred to as the natural symbol of power, God's power
was shown in triumph over his enemies by the coming of the Son.
Scatt-red the proud. Her first thought was doubtless of the
Edomite usurper, Herod, who was sitting on the throne of David ;
but the Roman conquerors of her country were also in her mind.
The prophecy was fulfilled in s}nirit to the utmost by the triumph
of the Gospel over the world. In the imagination. Defeating
their plans contrary to all their expectations. Who in that day
would have imagined that in three centuries the Romans would bow
before the Son of Mary ?

52, 53. Exalted them of low degree. She sees in vision
the advancing cause of the Gospel, beginning with the humblest,
and arising to the highest place. 7. * Pride changed angels into
devils ; humility makes men as angels."— A uyustiie. Filled the
hungry. Spiritual and temporal meanings are mingled here ;
but the thought is that God, under the Gospel, gives blessings to
those who appreciate their value and seek after them, while he
leaves the spiritually proud to themselves. See the example of the
beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount.

54, 55. Holpen. 0ld English for helped. Literally, ‘* taken
hold of.”” Israel. The true people of God, cast down under their
enemies, are uplifted by the coming of Christ. His mercy.
This may be translated, ‘‘ That his mercy may be remembered,” as
a parenthetical clause. To our fathers. To the long line of the
prophets, in promis s coming. To Abraham. In
Gen, 12.1-3; 13, 14-17, and e here in the history of Abraham, we
read the promises of God that in his seed all mankind shoul1 be
blessed.  After nearly twenty centuries of waiting, the promise was
now to be fulfilled. 8. God’s promises, though long delayed, are
Forever. A blessing which was to abide while the earth
should stand.

No. 347, New Hynn Book. oM
Salvation ! O the joyful sound!
What pleasure to our ears !
A sovereign balm to every wound,
A cordial for our fears.

Criorus

nunciation to M
Luke 1

ah, near Hebron, in

Glory, honour, praise, and power,
Be unto the Lamb forever ;
Jesas Christ is onr Redeemer,
Hallelujah, praise the Lord.
Salvation! let the echo fly
The spacious earth around ;
ne While ull the armies of the sky
‘} Conspire to raise the sound.
’ Glory, honour, praise, and power, &e
HOME READINGS,
M. The song of Mary. Luke 1, 46-55.
. The song of Moses. E
W. The song of Deborah,

name,

1.
™, Thesony of the redee . 1-14,
QUENTIONS ON Y i OUTLINE,
1 The Ninger, v, 46, [See v. 26-45. |
| Who was the singer ?
her character?
her home ?

nee away

8s & Ts.

Spirit,
rt;

Where wa
Of what family was she descended?
What events had happened to her?

2 Till for all thy glory meet Tnde 'e8 W ored?
4 Waiting, like attentive lflm". {»";:l:r: :‘:iﬁ::i‘:“;“;ﬁm:; e
4 Happy at the Saviour's feet. What traits of character does this song show ?

t Keep us from the world unspotted, ‘T'he Nong, v. 16-56

What in this song shows a spirit of praise to God?

From all earthly passions free,
Under what circumstances should we praise God? Psa.
L 1,

% Wholly to thyself devoted,
hi Fixed to live and die for thee.

|
|
‘ In what gpirit did she aceept her divine call?
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How did Mary show a spirit of humility ?
Whom does God especially regard ? Psw, 138, 6
What propheey did Mary utter ?

How has 1t been fulfilled 7

Is there any warrant in this for offering worshipto Mary?
Where does this song declare the power of God!

What showed God s power ?

How does God deal with the proud, and why?

Whom does God satisfy with good things?

How does this illustrate Matt. 5. 67

What blessings and hielp to Israel are here referred to?
What promises of Gud are here referred to as fuifilled ?
How are we interested in those promises ?

TEAC IE LENSON,
What does this le s rerning the mercies of
God? 2 ( e the might of God¥ 3. Concerning
the promise ?

DoctriNaL &

( ?
Ga#sTION—The omnipotence of God.
ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL ¢
e NMaviour of Mary's Song.
I. A DIVINE SAVIOUR,
God my Saviour.” v, 47.
“ God is my salvation,” Isa. 12. 2.
II. A MIGHTY SAVIOUR,
He that is mighty. . . .great things.” v. 49.
“Able to do exceeding abundantly.”
Eph. 3. 20.
ITI. A HoLy Saviour.
Holy is his name. v. 49.
“Holy and reverend is his name, Psa.
11L 9.
IV. A MERCIFUL SAVIOUR.
His mercy is on them that fear him.” v. 50.
“ Keepeth covenant and mercy.” Deut.

7- 9.
V. A RIGHTEOUS SAVIOUR.
Put down....mighty....exalted. ...low.”
Y. §3.
“Exalted himself. .. .abased .... hum-
bleth. .. .exalted.” Luke 18. 14.
VL. A COVENANT-KEEPING SAVIOUR.
As he spake to our fathers.” v. 55.
* Heirs according to the promise.” Gal.
3 29.
ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Causes for Thanksgiving

1. We should praise God, not only for his
mercies to the world in general, but also for
his special blessings to ourselves. v. 47.

2. We should praise God for the personal
benefits that we receive from the Gospel
of his Son v. 48.

3. We should praise God for the endur-
ance, as well as for the abundance, of his
mercies. v 5o,

4. We should praise God for his just deal-
ings with the sons of men, humbling the
proud, lifting up the lowly. v, 51, 52,

5. We should praise God for his abundant
provision for our spiritual n-eds. v. 53

6. We should praise God for fulfil'ing to
the sons the promises made to the fathers.
V. 54, 55.

CATECIHINT QUENTIONS,
3. What is the outward and visible sign or form in
baptism !
The outward and visible sign or form in baptism is, the

application of water in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, (Matthew 28, 19)

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

You have seen a spring of water, bubbling
up, fresh and sparkling, from the ear:h, and
pouring forth the clear stream that refreshes
the thirsty traveller. It is from that bubbling
fountain that the Hebrew language gets its
word for ** prophet” —nabi or nebi or nebby.
The word is familiar to all who have been
in the East. It has come down into the
colloquial Arabic of Syria and Egypt, 2nd
the people will speak to you of Nebi Moses
and Nebi Daoud. There are places, too,
that bear the name: for instance, Nebi
Samwil, (the prophet Samuel,) the modern
name of Mizpah, the well-known height
north of Jerusalem.

What was the idea expressed by this
word? It was that the prophet’s speech was
not his own ; that it bubbled up spontane-
ously, so to speak, and streamed forth from
his lips by virtue of a power independent
of him. Our word “ prophet,” which comes
from the Greek, fairly conveys this idea. It
means not so much one that foretells, as one
that forth tells. Prediction was only one
part, and not the largest part, of the pro-
phet’s functions. His primary work was to
tell out God’s messages ; and to do so, not
speaking in his own words, but submitting
to be an instrument by which the Divine
Spirit spoke. This was what we call “in-
spiration,” The nature of the gift is best
seen in those few cases where, for a special
purpose, it came to unwilling and unworthy
instruments, as Balaam and King Saul, 1
Sam. 10. 9-13; 19. 19-24. They “ prophe-
sied,” though they were not prophets. In-
spired words bubbled forth from them inde-
pendently of their own will.

What has all this to do with the Song
of Mary? Just this : that her song was the
tirst utterance of direct inspiration after an
interval of four hundred years, and that we
must think of it, not as a composition which
she sat down to write, nor as improvised out
of her own head, but as strictly ** prophecy ”
in the sense of springing and streaming
forth from her lips under the inspiration
of the Holy Ghost. Only two other cases
of prophetic utterance are recorded after the
break in God's revelations when Malachi
had spoken, and before the descent of the
Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost, namely,
the Songs of Zacharias and Simeon. It is
interesting to notice that all three are pre-
served in this introductory section of Luke’s
Gospel ; and all three are appointed for
study in this course of lessons.

But Mary and Zacharias and Simeon were
not like Balaam or Saul, unwilling or merely
passive instruments. They were amony
those whose natural will and knowledge a- g
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imagination and affections the Spirit used Zacharias in Judea.
and sanctified [n the Psalms and in the Her joumey thither is an inluresnng inci-
Prophets we find the intelligent personal dent, She has received the wondrous mes-
utterances, both of exhortation to men and sage from God- wondrous in that it an-
of praise and prayer to God. In these cases nounced three wondrous things—(1) (he
the speaker meant what he said, and yet he immediate coming of Messiah as 2 little
was so impelled and guided by the inspiring child, (2) her mysterious connection with
Spirit that his words would bubble up and that coming, and (3) the fact that the child
burst forth, so to speak, beyond his natural —her child—¢hall "have something greater
powers, and in a poetical form. Thus not - even than David’s throne—shall be not only
only are Mary’s natural feelings of joy and | Son of David, but also Son of God.  She
hope expressed in her Song, but we can must tell someone all this ; and away she goes
trace in it her familiarity with the Old Testa- ' from Galilee to Judea, to her aged kins.
ment Scriptures, Evidently she knew the woman Elisabeth—just the person to confide
Song of Hannah (1 Sam, 2, 1-10) by heart, such a matier Lo, even apart from the fact
and her praises issued from her lips in like | that she too, and the coming child of her
phrases. The resemblance between the two | old age, were mentioned by Gabriel as if in
Songs will be seen at once by the most | some way associated with the approaching
cursory reader, Messiah.” With her mind filled with con-
It seems to me that an introduction like | flicting emotions, Mary enters the house of
this will not only enhance the interest of the Zacharias, and is met by Elisabeth with the
lesson now before us, but prepare the Wway | very words the angel had addresse ] to her—
for those to follow on the other two Songs, | “ Blessed art thou among women ! Here,.
and also serve better to impress on the | too, is a prophetic utterance, inspired (as we
memory what “ prophecy ” was then, if the {are told in ver. 41) by the Spirit, even
same information were given in connection | before that of Mary herself. One can
with a predictive passage in the “ Prophet- | imagine nothing more exactly calculated to
ical Books.” But, coming now closer to our ‘ confirm Mary’s faith in the Divine message,
subject, let us think first of the singer, then | and to fill her with joyful assurance, than
of the occasion of her song, and lastly of !'this unexpected salutation. [t instantly
the song itself, | opens her lips, and from them bursts forth
The Singer. The prophetic utterance | the song so familiar to the Church through
had been given of old to mighty leaders like | eighteen centuries since—a song sung in the
Moses, kings like David, princes like Jere- } public worship of a great part of Christendom
miah, prime ministers like Daniel. ~ But down to our own day.
God’s sovereign choice was not confined to | 111, Z7e Song itself.
men like these, The Spirit is like the wind [ Mary praises, and why,
that * bloweth where it listeth,” and he spoke I. She praises, (a) “God my Saviour,”
sometimes through a plain Levite like Jaha- | Who is meant? The child? No, <he knows
ziel, (2 Chron, 20, 14,) or a herdman like | not enough about him yet, [t js the God of
Amos, (Amos 7, 14,) and sometimes by the | Israel, the Eternal Father, that she would
mouths of women, And so now he passes magnify. But why “ Saviouy 7 » Not merely
over rabbis and priests, even over the | in a general sense, as Preserver of men, but
ordinary scribes who expounded the law in surely with reference 1o spiritual blessings,
the Synagogues, and comes to a young | And “ Saviour” in some way through the
woman ; one, moreover, living in a Galilean Child, for the term is evidently sy Jgested by
village so obscure that Josephus never men- I the name the Child is to bear— Jesus, (6)

How came Mary there ?

See whom it is that

tions it, (though he names many others all | “ He that is mighty,” (ver. 49,) “to whom,”
around,) and with such a reputation at its | as the angel said, nothing is impossible.”
near neighbour, Cana, that even guileless 2. She praises God her Saviour, the
Nathanael could imagine nothing good [ Mighty One, for his goodness—(a) to he rself,
coming out of it. But all the wonder ceases | vers, 46-49; (4) to all who, though like her,
when we know the destiny of that young | are “of low degree,” yet, like her, “ Fear
woman—to be the mother of Messiah’; and him,” vers. 50-53; (¢) to Israel as a nation,
of that village—to be his home for thirty | according to the promise, vers, 54, 55. We
years, 'are apt to be selfish even in our thanks-
1. 7he Occasion of the Sonmg. What was givings ; but there is nothing selfish in
the occasion? Was it the birth of the holy | Mary’s thanksgivings, s God a Saviour
child? No, Was it the angel’s announce- | for her?—so is his mercy *“on them that
ment that he was to be born? Not this | fear him,” ver. 50, Hag he done “great
either. It was the salutation of Elisabeth. | things ” for her ? So wherever the strength
The song was spoken, not, as we are apt | of his arm” is needed, ver. 51, s she, in
to think, at Nazareth, but at the home of | her low estate, exalted ? Others shall not
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|
be forgotten, ver. 52. Does she believe his [
me-sage to her? all his ancient promises
shall be fulfilled, vers. 54, 55. Can she look
forward to future generations, and know that |
all shall “call her blessed ?” (that is, regard
her a happy woman, “felicitate her ”—one |
word in the Greek—it is no prediction of |
the title “Blessed Virgin.”) Well, but she |
thinks not of her own fame only in that |
distant future, but of God’s mercy manifested
“from g neration to generation,” ver 50. ‘
I wou'd suggest that the application of this |
lesson start from the word “handmaiden,”
ver. 48. It means literally a female slave, |
one wholly at the disposal of her master.
It was Mary’s own expression of self-dedica-
tion to God in ver. 38, * Behold the hand-
maid of the Lord ; be it unto me according
to thy word,” she yields herself wholly up to
the divine will. That is the way to be
“ blessed among men ” or “ among women.”
For as Jesus himself said, “ Whosoever shall
do the will of God, the same is my brother,
and sister, and mother.”

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the
Class,

Draw a rough map of Palestine, locating
Nazireth, Jerusalem, and Hebron....Give
a word-picture of the annunciation to Mary
.... The character of the mother of Jesus as
far as shown in Scripture. ...Describe her
Jjourney to visit Elisabeth. ... The subjects
of her song. Characteristics of the song :
(1) Devotional ; (2) Thankful ; (3) Personal,
for individual blessings; (4) National ; (5)
Believing....The divine nature and char-
acter as here presented....God's dealings
with men as here shown....How may we
find here occasions for our gratitude ?

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

References. FosTER'S PROSE: Vol. I.

4909, 4910, 4513. Vol. II. 10038, 9o81,
11058.

POETICAL : 1510, 1482,
RBiackbonrd.
BY 4. B. PHIPPS, BRQ,

. The song of Mary is a song of faith in
God’s promise. He is the fount of every

blessing. We should join in praising God
to-day,

Primary and Intermedinte.
REVIEW, Outline the altar of incense on
the board.
found, who by it on a certain day, his
work, his cl er, etc. Speak of the
angel’s coming ; promise, and his words
about John. Call back also the special [
teachings of the lesson.

LESSON THOUGHT. (Print on board.
“Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son
is given.” To be taught: (1) The Son of
God, the Saviour, comes to each one of us.
(2) We should praise God for his gift, as
Mary did. (3) All our good things come
from God. (4) They only are “blessed”
who believe. i

1. Interest the children in Mary, her
home, circumstances, betrothal to Joseph,
her simple and devout character. God sees
and knows all who love to please him,
though they may be poor and unknown. )
The angel sent by God came to a pure- &
hearted, lowly maiden, and told her what |
was to be given to her. At first she was j
afraid, but then she remembered that God ki'

¥
A

will not send anything to harm his children
and she believed all he said and was glad. ¥
That is the way in which we should receive |
the news that Jesus has come to be our |
Saviour. [Teach Lesson Thought, and tell S
that it is in God’s word; or better, read }{é
it from the Bible.]

2. Tell of Mary’s visit to Elisabeth, What
do we do when we hear good news? What 4
had Mary heard? Who else had been pro- 1
misedason? Yes, Elisabeth, Mary’s cousin, |
Mary went a long way, as much as a hundred |
miles, to tell Elisabeth, and when she found :
that Elisabeth already knew what joy and
blessings were promised to her, she broke
out into a song of praise. When do you
sing? When you are sorry? No; a glad
song comes from a glad heart. Why did
Mary sing? Because Jesus was coming !
To whom besides has” he come? [Write
names of several of the class on board, and
impress the truth that he has come to be
bornin every heart. Recite Lesson Thought.|§
Then we ought all to sing for joy! Let the &
song be chanted if possible, children follow-
ing leader, clause by clause. If this is
impracticable, let the class recite it after the
teacher,

3. Outlinea table on the board with dishes
standing upon it. Talk about hungry people,
and show what it is to be hungry in heart
The child who “wants to be good” is
hungry. Print “ Good Things” above the
table, and get children to name the good
things God gives. It will please them to
name the dishes. Teach that only hungry
people want to eat. If a child thinks he is

i
BY M. V. M i
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good enough, God cannot give him any of MY REDEEMER !
his good things. Read ver. 53 Promised from God !

4. Tell what Elisabeth said to Mary, Revealed to me !
“ Blessed is she that believed,” and illustrate All love to THEE is found.
by simple story. Mary believed God and In anthem grand, and
was glad.  If we believe him, and take his S weetest song, my
gift, we shall be glad and happy forever. E ndless praise should sound,

— e

B.C.6. Janunry 16,

LESSON IIL--PROPHECY OF ZACHARIAS; or, The Dayspring from on High,

GENERAL STATEMF
The hour foretold by the angel in the temple has come, and the aged Elisaleth pre

to her bosom, while her friends present their congratulations to her as a mother in Israe
months of w aiting Zacharias has sat in silence, unable to speak
ing the angel’s word, but when the infant ceives its na
‘m\\'ur returns, and with unloosed tongue the father gives thanks to God. Around the hills of
Judah the glad news is borne, and a wondrous future is expected from this child of prophecy,
The inspiration which has rested upon Mary and Elisabeth sei Zacharias in turn, and he, too,
pours out a strain of exultant song. His Jjoy over his own child is forgotten in the thought of the
coming One, of whom that chiid is the destined herald and forerunner, Overborne by the divine
power, he pictures the redemption which is to lift up God’s Israel from the dust, in glowi ng sen-
tences whose fullness of meaning he did not himself comprehend, and whose complete fulfilment
is reserved to the day when the kingdoms of this world shall bow before the sceptre of Christ

s her child
1. During
or hear, as the penalty for doybt.
ume, ““John, the gift of God,” the lost

Jesus,

Luke 1. 67.79, Explanatory and Practical,

[Memory Verses, 76-79.] Verse 67. His father Zacharias. See note
67 And his father Zacharias | Zacharias has just Dbeen set free from the dumbness which he had
was filled with the Holy Ghost, | suffered for not believing the angel, and his first use of his recoy-
and prophesied, saying " | ered speech is to give praise to God. Filled with the Holy
" ' Ghost. None may be able precisely to draw the line between an
enthusiasm on religious subjeets, which is human, and inspiration,
which is supernatural and divine : but both are evidently mingled
in this song. Prophesied. This word is used in Seripture of
all inspired utterances, and perhaps of any religious teaching ;
but in this song there is prophetic prediction of coming events,
controlled by a divine influence, and doubtless not fully understood
hy the speaker ; for the full meaning of prophecy cannot be real.

ized until its fulfilment,

s on Lesson I.

68 Blessed be the Lord God 68. Blessed be th

of Israel ; for he hath visited

e Lord. This song is an ascription of
and redeemed his people,

praise to God, not, as might be expected, for his own restoration
to powers of speech, nor for the birth of his son, but for the com.
ing of the Redeemer, whom that son iy to proclaim. 1. We are
not to put our own interests in comparison with those of the king.
dom, even in our praises God of Israel. The song is through-
out thoroughly Israelitish in its tone, for the great truth of Gentile

redemption had not yet been revealed. 2. God's Israel is now the

universal Church of his Son, Visited and redeemed, ‘¢ Hath

| looked after and wrought redemption for,” Probably Zacharias

| did not realize the deeper meaning of a ransom in the word *¢ re.

69 And hath raised up an | deemed,” yet that is just what Christ gave for men by his own

horn of salvation for us in the | offering of himself. 3. When God looks upon his people, it is for
house of his servant David : | their redemption.

Ezek, 20. 21: In that day will | 69, 70. Hath raised up. The past tense is
cause the horn of the house of David

cally, regarding future events as having already
f,';,".’“"dh'l'l"'zf" %‘):;fna'tzahg' ..bAu'.'ff | 4. Faith gives substance and reality to God's promise c
thirty years of age, being (as was | them as fulfilled. An horn of salvation. From its promiuence
supposed) the son of Joseph, which | and strength on animals the horn early became a symbol of power ;
s the Son of Heli....which was | hence this is a figurative expression for “a mighty, wonderful sal.
the son of David, Matt, 1, 1 . Jesus W s e ” :
Christ, the son of David, the son of | Vation.” House of., .. .David. The Saviour promised was to
Abraham, come through the royal line of David, to which Mary belonged,
By the mouth of his holy prophets, Though the prophet's
70 Ashe spake by themouth lips uttered the words, it was the mind of God that spoke them.
of his holy “prophets, which [ 6. Christ is the central theme of O1d Testament rophecy. Since
have been since the world be. the world began, Though the prophetic order dates from the

gan : days of the Israelites, yet prophecies were given in every age, from

used propheti-
taken place,
s, and counts
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71 That we should be saved
frem our enemies, and from
the hand of all that hate us ;

72 To perform the merey
promised to our fathers, and
to remember his holy cove-
nant ;

78 The oath which he sware
to our father Abraham,

Acts 3, 25, 26: Ye are the children
of the prophets, and of the covenant
which God made with our fathers,
saying unto Abraham, And in thy
secd shall all the kindreds of the
earth be blessed. Unte you first
God, having raised up his Son Jesus,
sent him to bless you, in turning
away everyone of you from his in-
iquities,

74 That he would grant un-
to us, that we, being delivered
out of the hand ol our enemies,
might serve him without fear,

75 In holiness and righte-
ousness before him, all the
days of our life.

Rom. 8,15 : Ye have not rcceived
the spirit of bondage again to fear ;
but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whercby we cry, Abba,
Father.

76 And thou, child, shalt be
alled the Prophet of the
Highest ; for thon shalt go
betore the face of the Lord
1o prepare his ways:

©
]

77 Mo give kmowledge of
salvation

the ro
Luke 8. 3: [John] came into all

s people by
of their sinw,

the country abouv Jordan, preach- | how to be sa

ing the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins.

7 h  the der
mercy of our God; wh by
the dayspring from oun high
hath visited us,

79 To give light
dark

Mal. 4. 2: Unto you that fear my
name shall the Sun of righteousness
arise with healing in his wings, Isa,
9. 2: The people that walked in
darkness have seen a great lght,
John 1. 4: In him was life: and the
life was the light of men, [Isa. 32,
17: And the work of righteousness
shall be peace.

us, - Luke 1.7

Christ.

Plaee.—-Probably Juttah, a village in the hill country

of Judea, not far from Hebron,

|
|
|

|

|

GOLDEN TEXT,
The Dayspring from on high hath visited

‘Time. -8B, C 6, or six months before the birth of

the first promise in Eden, growing more and more clear to the
fival predictions of Malachi. 6. God has never left the world
without its witnesses to Christ,

71, 72, 78. Saved from our enemies. For six centuries
the Jews had scarcely emjoyed even a semblanee of political liberty.
Chaldeans, Persians, Greeks, Romans, in turn had been their mas-
ters ; and their first thought of a Saviour was of one who should
set them free from the galling foreign yoke. 7. We, too, have an
enemy, who ho'ds us his slaves until Christ gives us liberty. To
perform the mercy. That is, to fuliil the promises of merey,
which had been made to the fathers of the Jewish prople. 8. Let
us remewber that God's promises are given, not uw our right, but
as pure mercy, His holy covenant, his oath. e oath, the
covenant with Abraham, in which God lad sworn with an oath,
by himself (Heb. 6. 13, 14), that he would bless Abraham and his
seed, Fulfilled measurably in the history of Israel, it was ful-
filled completely in the coming of Christ, [ T'eacher, impress the
thought that we have an interest in that ancient promise to
Abraham.)

74, 75. Delivered. Literally *“snatched,” a sudden, won-
derful deliverance from foes. Serve him without fear. Not
without fear of God, which is the basis of all true service, but with-
out fear of enemies and their persecutions Holiness and
righteousness. Holiness here means fidelity in duties toward
God ; riguteousness, a just eonduct toward men. 9. True religion
has requirements in relation to our fellow-men, ns well as in rela-
tion to our God. Before him, Ever keeping in mind the divine
eye resting upon us. All the days of our life. 10. He who
enlists in the Lord’s army must be a soldier for life,

76. And thou, child John the Baptist, who is here re-
ferred to, for the first and only time in the song, Prophet of
the Highest. The *‘ Most High " is a term applied in Seripture
to God alone; hence in applying this title to Christ Zacharias
prophetically recognized his divinity, Go before the face of
the Lord. Johu's wission was to proclaim the near approach of
Christ and to lead the people to repentance, which would fit them
to receive him,

77. 78. To give knowledge of salvation. John the
Baptist, who 18 here 1eferred to, did not directly preach to men
d; but rather showed their need of salvation in
their sinful state and their duty to repent, which would fit them
to hear from Chiist the way to find remission of sins, By the
remission. Rather, ““in the remission of sins.” The word
literally means *‘a letting go,” that is, of the sinner fiom the
penalty of his sins. Through the tender mercy. The motive
which prompts to salvation of a guilty world can be no other than
nd pity. The dayspring from on high  The dawn or
sunrise, here used as an emblem of Christ, who comes as the
world’s light. A light (1) reveals the condition of the world and
the heart, (2) brings hope of salvation, (3) directs to the way of
salvation, (4) gladdens the heart,

79. Them that sit in darkness, o all the world, hidden
in the shadows of sin, Christ comes to bring hope and liberty.
Shadow of death, With the certainty of death overhanging
them as a dark eloud. To guide our foot. The light is the
traveller's best and surest guide; so Christ as a sun lights up the
path to heaven, and points us in the way of peace,

LENSON BRVMNN,
No. 719, New Hymn Book,
Jesus, thy church, with longing eyos,
For thy expeeted coming walty |
When will the promised light arise,
And glory beam from Zlon's gates ?

L. M,
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O come, and reign o'er every land !
Let Satan from his throne be hurled
Ali nations bow to thy command,
And grace revive a dying world,
Teach us, in watchfulness and prayer,
To wait for thine appointed hour;
And fit us by thy grace to share
The triumphs of thy conquering power,
No. 726, New Hymn Book,
O'er the gloomy hills of darkness,
Cheered by no celestial ray,
Sun of righteousness, arisin 3
Bring the bright the glorious day !
Send the gospel
To the earth’s remotest bound.
Kingdoms wide that sit in darkness,
Grant them, Lord, the glorious light ;
And, from eastern coast to western,
May the morning chase the night ;
And redemption,
Freely purchased, win the da,
No, 724, New Hymn Book,
Light of those whose dreary dwelling
Borders on the shades of death,
Come, and by thy love's revealing
issipate the clouds beneath,
8till we wait for thine app aring ;
Life and joy thy beams impart,
Chasing all our fears, and cheering
Every poor benighted heart H
Come, and manifest the favour
God hath for our ransomed raee ;
Come, thou universal Saviour,
Come, and bring the gospel grace,
Connecting Links 1,
Luke 1. 56.
Luke 1. 57

T READINGNS,

M. The propliecy o! Zacharias, Luke 1. 67-79,
Tu. The birth of John the Baptist,
W. The prophet Elijah. 1 Kings 18,
Th. Isaiah's prediction of John. Isa. 40, 1-11,
F.  Malachi's prediction of John, Mal, 4, 1.6,
S, Declaration of John the Baptist,

QUENTIONS ON
1, The Redeemer.,
Who was Zacharias
When was his tongue loosed ?
How did this event show a divine influence?
What inspired this song of Zacharias?
What predictions of the future does it contain?
What is its most prc ent theme ?
What 8 it show cerning the Kedeemer?
1eant by *“an hour of salvation - »
How was this through the house of David ?

What propliets are here referred to?  Gen. 49, 10: Jer. | 74
23. 5, 6,

venant is here mentioned 7 Gen, 22, 16, 17,
as the character of that covenant ¥
kind of service is here described ?
* Koreranner, v, 76-79,
is here referred to?
What was the mission of John?
What prophecy did he fulfil? Isa. 40, 3,
What is meant by the remission of si
we obiain remission? Acts. 5, 31.
ive for salvation is named in v. 787
By what name is Christ called in the GoLbkN Texr?
his name apply to Christ? 2 Cor, 4 6.
ges of salvation are named inv. 797
In what respect is the gospel a way of peace ?
TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
What are the teachings of this lesson—
1. Concerning the promise of God ?
2. Concerning the means of salvation ?
3. Concerning the privileges of salvation ?
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION- The faithfulness of God,
CATHCHINYG QUENTIONS,
4. What is the in
this ?

in Christ Jesus,

THE SUNDAY SCHoOOL BANNER,

8,7,8,7,4,7,

8 &Ts,

Mary's return to Nazareth, [
The birth and naming of John the Baptist, '

Luke 1. 57-66,
. 20-39,

John 1, 6. 23,
N, Christ's declaration concerning John, Matt. 11, 2-14,

hat bad happened to him? v, 20,

ward and spiritual grace signified by | Iong

The foward and spiritus] ignified by baptism 15, | LOPICS Of the day.
© Inward and spiritual grace signifie y baptism is, >
our being cleansed f rom sin, and becoming new creatures analogous may

17

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL, OUTLINE,
The Vision of Salvation,

I. A DivinNg SALVATION,
The Lord God. .. -hath visited . , . re-
deemed v, 68,

“ Who, being in the form of God, Phil,

2. 6.
I1. A MiGHTY SALVATION,
A horn of salvation for us. v. 69,
| “The horn of the house of Israel. Ezek,

29. 21,
| III. A Rovar SALVATION,
| In the house of. . . -David. v. 69,
“Jesus Christ, the son of David.” Matt,

| 1.1
IV. A Promiskp SALVATION,
Spake by. . . . his holy prophets, v. 70.
J “Spake in time past....by the pro-
phets.” Heb, 1. 1,
V. A FEARLESs SALVATION,
Might serve him without fear, v, 74.
% Né)t. « . .the spirit of bondage.” Rom.
. 18, :
VI. A Loving SALVATION,
Through the tender mercy of God. v. 78,
“In this, «~Manifested. .., love,” | John

4 9.
VII. AN ENLIGHTENING SALVATION,
To give light to them....in darkness,
V. 79.
“I am the light of the world.” John
8. 12,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
(From what Christ saves us.)

1. Christ saves us from sin and its penalty
| by purchasing redemption for us, v, 63,
|, 2 Christ saves us from the power of our
| foes, especially from Satan, the enemy of
| our souls. v, 71,
‘ 3. Christ saves us from fear, by the glad
cousciousness that we are sons of God. v,

|
|
|
5
|

4. Christ saves us from slavery, by the
freedom of his service, v, 74.
5. Christ saves us from iniquity, by giving
| us power to live righteous lives, v. 75
| 6. Christ saves us from Judgment, by the
| remission of our sins, v, 7.
| 7. Christ saves us from ignorance,

i of life. v. 79,

by giv-
ing light upon the way

BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ,
In the Episcopal Church of England we
1 have what are called visitations,” at which
the bishop calls over the roll of his clergy,
collects certain returns from them, and de-
livers his “charge” to them—generally a
and elaborate address on the Church
I suppose that something
prevail in the Methodist
Episcopal Church of America, for whose

\

; ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
|

|
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Journal I am writing. Each of our ancient
colleges, too, at Oxford and Cambridge, and
our more modern theological colleges, has a
“visitor.” This is generally a mere nominal
and honorary office, and the holder (usually
a bishop) has no real authority over the
principal ; but the name will help to illus-
trate my point. The word “visiting,” in
these cases, conveys something of the idea of
inspection on the part of a superior. Itis
not merely going to see, as Englishmen
“visit” America, and Americans “ visit”
Europe.

The word has other technical uses. “I am
going to Scotland on a visit ; 7 this does not
mean simply a visit to Scotland to see the
country, but, more definitely, to see a friend
there and stay in his house. Thus, when
Paul tells the Galatians (chap. 1. 18,) that he
went to Jerusalem “to see Peter,” the
Greek word means to sojourn with him, and
for this the best English equivalent would
be *“to visit.” Or, again, the minister of an
English congregation will say, “I have so
many Sunday-school teachers, so many
“visitors,’” and so on ; and here the “ visi-
tor,” or “district visitor,” is a lady, who has
under her charge perhaps two or three of
the poorer streets in the neighbourhood, and
“visits” the people, dispensing temporal
relief in cases of need, and watching for op-
portunities to speak of religion. In this sense
we find the word in Matt. 25. 36, “ I was
sick, and ye visited me,” and in James 1. 27,
“ Pure religion. . . .is this, to visit the father-
less and widows in their affliction,” etc.

In the passage before us to-day, we have
God represented to us as a Visitor. “Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited
and redeemed his people,” v. 68. “The
Dayspring from on high has visited us,” v.
78.  And we may surely say that God’s
visits partake of all three special characters
just referred to. He comes as a Visitor to
inspect ; he comes as a Visitor to sojourn ;
he comes as a Visitor to bring help and
comfort.

Some of God’s visits, indeed, have the first
character, but not the other two. “ Shall I
not visit for these things?” is the warning
by Jeremiah’s mouth. “ Visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children,” is the ex-
pression of the Second Commandment. But
more often the word has a good sense. “God
will surely visit you,” says dying Joseph to
his nation in Egypt. “What is man,” ex-
claims the Psalmist, “that thou visitest
him?” And in another Psalm, “ O visit me
with thy salvation.”

But before enquiring further what the
Song of Zacharias tells us of the Divine
Visitors, let us look at the circumstances of
the song itself, for it is a song as well as a

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

prophecy—an inspired song like Mary’s,
bursting forth, as in her case, as the Spirit
gave the cold priest utterance, but having
this in addition to make it remarkable, that
it was the unloosing of the tongue after
many months’ total dumbness.

It is a pretty domestic scene that is pic-
tured to usin vers. 58-64. The aged mother
and her infant ; the dumb and deaf father,
used to his affliction after suffering it so
long ; the kinsfolk and neighbours with their
congratulations ; the ancient and sacred rite
admitting the child to the privileges of the
national covenant ; the discussion about
the name—the relatives thinking they must
settle the matter as the father was cut off
from communication ; the unexpected inter-
position of Elisabeth, to which they will not
listen without an effort to ascertain what
Zacharias wishes ; the fetching of the waxen
tablet and the sharp-pointed stylus, (for
though signs might express the question
what name should be given, no signs could
spell out the name in reply ;) the astonish-
ment of the friends at the father fixing on
the name John, which to them seemed so
arbitrarily chosen—(thisastonishment proves
Zacharias was deaf as well as dumb, for
otherwise they would have supposed he had
heard the conversation ;) and, finally, the
sudden burst of inspired praise from the
lips so long closed. And while the political
events of that period are known only to a
comparatively small number of students of
history, the ‘scene in this humble Judean
dwelling, narrated in such vivid detail, ap-
pears in print in millions of volumes, and in
two hundred languages, and will be read on
this Sunday by children of every race and
clime !

Zacharias blesses the Lord God of Israel.
What for? For the birth to him of a son in
his old age! No, that is a mercy, but the
thought of it is swallowed up in the thought
of a far greater mercy. It is for God’s visit
—a visit with a blessed purpose, Redemp-
tion. “ He hath visited and redeemed his
people.” Let us inquire—

1. What Zacharias tells of the Redeemer ?

(@) 1t is worth noting that he does not
suppose his new-born child to be the Re-
deemer. That child’s birth had been an-
nounced by an angel ; it was born out of
the ordinary course of nature; it was to
him and Elisabeth like Isaac to Abraham
and Sarah, and like Isaac, was named by
God before his birth. Moreover, he was to
be “great in the sight of the Lord.” Vet
Zacharias makes no mistake about it. John
is but to be the forerunner. In the midst of
his song the old man turns, as it were, to the
babe and addresses it—* Thou, child, shalt
be called the Prophet of the Highest, for
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thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to
prepare his ways.” .

(6) The words just quoted might lead us to
suppose that Zacharias regarded this Divine
Visit for the redemption of men as merely a
manifestation of God’s power similar to that
when he “visited” his people in Egypt,
“Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord,”
as though John were to be the executor of
God’s will in much the same way that Moses
was. But another verse shows that he knew
better. “ Hath raised up an horn of salva-
tion for us in the house of his servant David”
—this shows that he looked for a man-—one
of David’s line, whose coming should be
God’s visit, whose work should be God’s re-
demption ; while John, who was of the tribe
of Levi, should be the forerunner of that
other Coming One,

(¢) The song expresses a truth about this
Coming One which Zacharias could not him-
self grasp as we grasp it.  The prophetic
impulse gave him words that went beyond
his own knowledge. Compare 1 Peter
I. 11, 12, We know, what he did not, how
the birth of a scion of David’s house could
literally be a visit of God to the earth,
Zacharias did not consciously announce the
Incarnation, but the inspiring spirit did
announce it by his mouth. And we can thank
God that it is no figure of speech to say that
“the Lord hath visited his people.”

2. What Zacharias tells us of the Redemp-
Hon,

(a) It had been promised long before.
“Since the world began,” v. 70—referring, no
doubt, to the great original promise to
Adam immediately after the fall. And, from
that time downward, “by the mouth of his
holy prophets.” It would be a good “ home
work for youthful Bereans” to trace this out,

(¢) It was a deliverance from enemies, ver,
71. The same idea is expressed in the phrase
“horn of salvation,” ver. 69. The horn is
a common figure for power, and the exalting
of it a symbol of victory, in the Old Testa.
ment, derived from the thought of the horns
of the bull or the stag as the seat of strength,
In Psa, 132, 17, Messiah is called a horn :
“There will I make the horn of David to

ud; I have ordained a lamp for my
anointed,” where the “horn” and the
“anointed” are plainly identical. But who
are the enemies from whose hand there is to
be deliverance? Most Jews at that time
would have said, the Romans, The song of
Zacharias looks deeper and higher : for—

() The result of the deliverance is to be
the service of the Lord “in holiness and
righteousness, ver. 75, Many of our young
people have the feeling that they “would
like to be good if they could, but they can’t.”
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enough to thrust thejr spiritual enemies out
of ther hearts, and make them holy and
| righteous.” Let them try it !

(@) But there is something else first, Sup-
Pose we are made good—what of our past
sins? For them there is “remission,” The
song does not siay how ; but we know now
whose blood was shed to procure it.

(¢) Every one who has tried to put the
freeness and fullness of the Gospel before
others individually knows how common is
the answer, “I don’t see it '” This difficulty,
too, is met. Spiritually you “sit in dark.
ness,” in the “shadow of death,” but you
need not : for God’s visit is the visit of the
“ Dayspring,” the dawn rising up in the east,
gleaming athwart the darkness, and guiding
the wanderer’s feet into the way of peace,
vers, 78, 79. In this cne beautiful figure
there is enough for a lesson !

(f) And all through the tender mercy
of our God,” literally the bowels of God’s
mercy, the striking iilustration so often used
in Scripture. Here is the final word to our
Sunday scholars— the divine Visitor yearns
over you : can you shut him out ?

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the 'l'en‘rln-r-‘ Mecting nud the
ane,

Review the first lesson about Zacharias,
and relate the connecting links between them
-+ ..Show what was the spirit and theme of

Well, the “horn of salvation ” is strong

Zacharias in this prophecy...Whatit teaches
concerning Christ. .. What it teachesconcern-
ing salvation.. .What it tells concerning the
mission of John the Baptist.. .. What it re.
veals as our privilege through Christ. . ,
Find here what reasons for rejoicing in
Christ’s coming may be named. . . -Enforce
the Golden Text, and show how Christ is the
“dayspring,” or dawn,

References. Fosrer’s PROSE : Vol

206.  Vol. II. 7149, 10280, 11034.

CAL : 396, 2041.

. L. 700,
PoETI-

w

Primary and Intermedinte,
BY M. V. M.
LESSON THOUGHT. God Visits his Chil-
dren.
1. Call back Lesson I. Tell the story o
Zacharias, dumb because he could not quite
believe God, and speech coming back to
him through his act of fajth Now he is full

-of faith, and can speak God’s words,

2. Talk about visitors, Whe are we glad
to have visit us? Those who love us, who
can bring us good things, who can make us
happy. Read verse 68 e does more than
visit—he redeems, Explain. If we were in

prison, how welcome the visitor would he
who came to redeem us—to redeem from
the dark prison of sin,




TR

20

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

3. Talk about enemies. Why do we fear
them ? What are some of our soul’s enemies ?
Get children to suggest. Talk a little about
Pride, Envy, Selfishness, Indolence, etc.,and
show what cruel enemies they are, and how
they will destroy our life unless we are saved |
from them. lllustrate. A child among cruel,

wicked people, who beat and torment and |
He hasnot one friend, and |

threaten to kill.
he cannot get away. Butsee! Father has
found where his child is, and is coming to
deliver ! Read verse 74. Zacharias speak-
ing God’s words, says that God has sent
Jesus to visit us, and to deliver us from our
enemies.

4. Talk about light. The sun rising in the
morning and scattering the night. Tell that
light shows the f'OOd things and the bad
things, too. The sun may be called “ day-
spnng’ So when Jesus is called the ““day-
spring from on high,” he is compared to the
sun. Read verses 78, 79. Does any one like
to sit in the dark? Why cannot we walk in
the night as well as in the day? Our feet
stumble because we cannot see. So we need
the light that Jesus gives to walk without
falling and hurting ourselves. Explain that
to walk means the every-day acts of our
lives.

‘ CLOSING EXERICSE.  Change Lesson
Thought on board to read, *“ God visits me,
his child.”  John was sent to tell that Jesus

| was coming. We have the Bible, the Holy
Spirit, and Christian teachers to tell us that
he has come. We must believe it, trust him,
| and follow him, that is, obey him.

CHRIST & LORD
OU R;EH

NTO

Of whom did Zacharias prophecy? The
coming light. Who was that light? Christ

the Lord. What was the light to accom-
plish? “To guide our feet into the way of
peace.” What was beneath all the prophecy ?
Faith,

B.C.6.

Janunry 23.

LESSON IV.—THE BIRTH OF JESUS; or, Good-will toward Men.

GENERAL STATEMENT,

The hour long foretold has dawned at last,

Anointed of David's psalm, has come.

have been united under the broad wings of Rome, and,
tion of God.

eager eyes of angels watch the carpenter and his wife in their jour
where they are to be enrolled upon the census of the Roman
The khan is crowded with wealthier guests, and the mother of ecarth’s Redeemer can find

with yearning hearts for some new re
the ancestral lome of David's line,
Empive,
no room, save in the pl«u allotted to the beasts,
laid for his first vest in a manger,
angelic messengers, not to kin"- nor
\\.mhn--' their flocks at night on the hillside,
¢ peace on earth, good- will to men,”

lieving shepherds “hasten to the manger at Bethlehem, to feast their eyes upon the s
The news which they bear is heard by others with wonder, if not with faith, while

King.

The first news of the
philosophers nor rabbins, but to a company of shepherds
The song echoes upon the startled air, proslaiming
and as it dies away, and the vision of angels recedes, the be-

and Christ, the Shiloh of Jacob's prophecy, the

It is an hour of peace throughout the world, for the nations

amid the decay of old idolatries, arve looking
While all earth remains in ignorance, the
y from Nazareth to Bethlehem,

In such lowly surroundings her babe is born, and
greatest event in all history is borne by

ht of their
the

maiden-mother, with thoughts too deep for words, presses her babe to her bosom, and ponders over
the wondrous events that have attended his coming.

Luke 2. N«

[Memory Verses, 10-14.]

8 And there were inthe same
country shepherds abiding in
the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night.
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Abiding in the field.
shepherds remain with their flocks all night,
|nu.||\ huts or booths,

Practical,
Vicinity,

Explanatory an
or neighbour-

The high honour of receiving the first news

a8 lmlhnw in the
In Oriental countries
sometimes in tem-
Keeping watch. ‘“ Watching by sec

their flocks from robbers and wild beasts, and kee P

The life of Christ on earth began

nd ended with ang
tven in his humilis

sing and ascension, 2.

4

9
Lor
glor
abo

sore

people
He ha
thigh

Kings,
11: K
that J
glory «

12 A
unto
babe
clothe

13 A
with
of the
God, ;

Dan,
ministe
saud ti
fore hin
the Lor
strengt!
ments,
of his w
ye his
that do

Eph.
the chu
out all
Isa. 49, 1
joyful, ¢
to singi
Lord ha
will hav,

15 A
the ang
them i
herds s

as now



Lesson
isits me,
1at Jesus
the Holy
Il us that
rust him,

?  The

Christ
- accom-
e way of
ophecy ?

unry 23.

hecy, the
e nations
e looking
ance, the
thlehem,
e Roman
v can find
horn, and
horne by
hepherds
vilaiming
5, the be-

of their
vhile the
ders over

ighbour-
nd Beth-
irst news
he world
eir voca-
1g in the
countries

in tem-
r by see-

and keep

rth began
h angelic
h angelic
miliation

THE 8SU

9 And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round
about them; and they were
sore afraid,

d. 24, 16: The glory of the
le upon mount Sinai. Acts
7 [Stephen] looked up  stead-
fastly into heaven, aud saw the
glory of God.

Lord

10 And the angel snid unto
them, Fear not s for,
| ing you good ¢
great joy, which shal
all people.

Isa. 52, 7: How beautiful upon
the mountains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings ; that
publisheth peace; that bringeth
&ood tidings of good ; that publish-
eth salvation ; that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth! Rom. 5, 11:
We joy in God through our Lord
Jesuy Christ, by whom we have now
received the atonement,

11 Kor unto you is born this
day, in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Christ the
Lovd,

Matt. 1. 21: Thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save his
people from their sins,  Rev, 19, 16:
He hath on his vesture and on his
thigh a name written, King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords. Phil. 2,
11: Every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father,

12 And this shall be a wign
unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrnrpl-d in swaddling
clothes, lying in n manger.

13 And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude
of the heaveuly host praising
God, and saying,

Dan. 7. 10 : Thousand thousands
ministered unto him, and ten thou-
$and times ten thousand stood be-
fore him., Psa, 108. 20, 21: Bless
the Lord, ye his angels that excel in
strength, that do his commaud-
ments, hearkening unto the voice
of his word, Bless ye the Lord, all
ye his hosts; ye ministers of his
that do his pleasure.

ry to God in the
and on earth peace,
good-will toward men.

Eph. 3. 21 : Unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus through-
out all ages, world without end,
Isa. 49, 13 ing, O heavens ; and be
Joyful, O earth ; and break forth in-
t singing, O mountains ; for the
Lord hath comforted his people, and
will have mercy upon his afflicted

15 And it came to pass, as
the angels were gone away from
them into heaven, the shep-
herds said one to another, Let
us now go even unto Bethle-
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[ the Son of God is accompanied with manifestations of his divine
origin. Came upon them. * Burst upon them,” a sudden
appearance, The glory of the Lord. A supernatural di-
vine illumination, such as accompanied most messages of God, 3.
How glorious must the King appear whose servants are so bright !
Sore afraid. * Feared a great fear.” So trembled Manoah,
and  Zacharias, and Mary, at the angel's coming. 4. Even the
purest hearts become conscious of unfitness when God's messengers
are before them. 5. If saints tremble at the coming of an angel,
how will sinners quake when they meet the Lord !

10. Fear not. The angel, like the Gospel, first awakens fi
and then removes it, Good tidings. News of pardon to
ners ; salvation to men ; the coming of Istael's King ; the bruis-
ing of an's head ; the universal establishment of Messiah's rule
—surely these were good tidings. ‘1'o all people. Inu the ori-
ginal, ““the people,” referring originally to Israel, yet through
Israel to the rest of the world,

11. Unto you. 6. Heisa Saviour to us, as surely as to the
shepherds.  City of David. A name given to Bethlehem as
the birthplace of Kiug David ; and in the prophecy of Micah an-

nounced as the birthplace of the Messiah, A Saviour. The
most precious title of Christ is that which announces his mission
*“ to seck and to save that which was lost * Christ the Lord

Christ is the Greek word, the same as Messiah in Hebrew, meaning
‘“Anointed.” 8o he is here called *¢ the Anointed Lord,” at once
proclaiming his royalty and divinity,

12. A sign unto you. Nota sign to strengthen their faith,
for none was needed, but a token to distinguish the babe, Find
the babe. Rather, “find a babe,” They were to behold in a
helpless, new-horn infant, the world's S viour, and God's Son,
7. See in all this the humanity, the humility, and the sympathy of
our Saviour with us in every stage of our being. Swa, d]ing
clothes. Not garments, but bands wrapped closely around the
body. Lying in a manger. The mangers from which cattle
feed in the East are generally made of small stones and mortar in
the shape of an open box ; and it is not unusual for little children
to sleep in them still. 8, The hearts of men are like the inn of
Bethlehem, in which the Saviour, crowded out of the highest place,
is compelled to take the lowest.

13. 14. A multitude of the heavenly host. That is
a throng of angels and heavenly beings, of whom there may be
many orders, Col. 1. 16, ** An angel choir in the gallery of
the firmament."— Whedon, Glory to God in the highest.
This may mean either 1. The highest measure of glory. 2. From
the highest order of creation, (angels.) 8. To God, the highest
overall. 4, In the highest heaven, as contrasted with the peace on
carth. On earth peace. These angel choristers saw the ulti-
mate rvsultnl'llu-(hmln'l, in bringing peace to men. 1. Peace between
God and man, through the atonement, 2. Peace between man and
man, through a common love to Christ, 8, Peace among nations
through the influence of the Gospel. Not without significance is
the fact that Christ was born at the only time, for centuries, when
there was peace throughout the world. Good-will toward
men. Either meaning that the birth of Christ is a token of God’s
love toward men 3 or, as some translate, ““ good-will among men,"

15. The angels were gone. The vision fades, leaving the
shepherds and_their flocks. 9. Hours of rapt glory are only oc-
casional, and they leave us with the rugged realities of life, Let
us now go. The latter clause of the verse shows that this is not
the utterance of a doubt, desirous of testing the truth of the mes-
sage, but of ardent faith, cager to see that in which it already
believes, 10, It is our privilege not only to hear ahout Jesus, but,

to go to him, and see him. Bethlehem. A village of Judah,
six miles south of Jerusalem ; famous in Old Testament history as
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hem, and see this thing which ‘ the home of Boazand Ruth, and the birthplace of David. It isnow
is come to pass, which llu Lord lhnl.nlun, a town of Ilnvv thousand inhabitants, mostly Greek
hath made known unto us. Christians, A cave, traditionally supposed to be the place of
Christ’s birth, is shown near the wall.
|
16 And they came with : 16. They came with haste. Showing their faith by the
haste, and found Mary and | eagerness of their works, and willing to leave their flocks to look
Joseph, and the babe lying in | upon their Saviour. 11. No earthly object is too dear to be for-
@ manger. | saken for Christ. Found Mg,ry. See notes, |:\~nll | I 1
| Joseph. The husband of Mary, and the reputed father of Jesus.
As his name is not mentioned after Christ was twelve years old, he
presumed to have died before the public ministry of our Lord
17 And when they had seen | lnmu
it, tlwy made known abroad |
the saying which was told them ‘ 17, 18. Made known abroad. Probably they related the
concerning this child. wonderful events only in their own circle of acquaintance, and to
Joseph and Mary, as there is no indication that the news reached
.p::“"u‘w %?‘lll::rwmdf"::"h};:‘: | the court or the c al. 12, Those who have seen Christ should
een and heard. | be his message-bearers to others, The saying. That is, the
| words 0. the xulg(l and the song of the celestial company. Heard
18 And all they that heard | 1t wondered. There was a vast difference between the faith of
it wondered at those things | the shepherds and the wonder of the hearers; one led them to
which were told them by the | Christ, the other probably soon faded away into doubt or forgetful-
shepherds. ness. 13. Heart-trust is better than emotional excitement.

|
19 But Mary kept all thesvi 19, 20. Kept all these things. Treasured in her heart
things, and pondered them in | all these significant events, the angelic predictions, the heavenly
her heart. | song, and lhn- midnight visit. Pondered *Weighed them,”
thought of their importance, and the destiny of her child. 14.
20 And the shepherds re- | How much thoughtful mothers may influerce the lives of their
turned, glorifying and praising | children. Returned. They had accomplished their mission,
God for all the things that they | and could serve God among their sheep better than in a more publie
had heard and seen, as it was 1 life. Perhaps some of them lived long encugh in after years to
told unto them. recall these events and become disciples ‘of Christ.

Connecting Vinks.—1, The vision of Joseph. Matt, Joyful, all ye uations, rise,
11 2. The birth of Jesus. Luke2, 1-7. Join the trium) h of the slees ;
Bime.— B, C. 6, according to the incorrect common | With angelic hosts proclaim,
chronology, Augustus Cwsar, emperor of the Homan *“Christ is born in Bethlehem !
world. Herod the Great, king of Judea. tild e -
Place.—Bethlehem, six miles from Jerusalem. Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die ;
OLDEN VYEXT. Born to raise the sons of earth,
Glory lodluwo;l“ll. ::-f"l;l.:hul Lu;«l S earth Born to give them second birth,
i Ul b b e HOME KEADINGS,
LESNON HY VNS, P i il
No. 143, New Hymn Book. 88 & 78, e e
Vi 4 5 % 2 pre ] ary. Luke 1. 26-35.
Hark | what mean those holy voloos, 7. The prophecy of Jacob, Gen. 49. 8-28.

A, ot & i
Bweetly souncioy Shrolgh the skies! i, The prophecy of Moses, Deut, 18, 16-22.

Lo ! the angelic host rejol 3 The & "
Heavenly hallelujabs rise. i l"r".'lk"'"f?.‘, :’,’ II::i‘ﬂ b s LY
Listen to the wondrous story, . The ]I-r:ql)h::;_)v of Daniel. fmn 9. 2037,
Which they chant in hymus of joy:
“Glory m the highest, glory, Ql.'l‘l TIONN ON THE OUTLINE,
Giory be to God most hlgh bl 5
Christ is born, the great Anointed ; -\l \Hml u cul take place ?
Heaven and earth his praises sing ; What was the condition of the world at that time?
0 receive whom God appointed, What led Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem? |
For your Prophet, Priest, and King. What were the circumstances of Christ’
y ) K
No. 145, New Hymn Bouk. 8,7,8,7,4,7. Who received the first news of the Saviour's hi_rth
Angels, from the realms of glory, Why were such people chosen for this honour ?
Wing your flizht o'er all the earth ; How was the event made known to them ?
Ye who eang creation’s story, What is the effect of angelic appearances upon men, and
Now proc'aim Messiah's birth 3 u :”bvlurlf these "“‘“"'lftr,l‘i"g“ :; Christ ? (why?
Come and worship, hat is the meaning of the word ** Christ?"
‘Worship Christ, the newborn King. o Vhy was o - sign " needed ?
Shepherds, in the field abiding, bl il et ;,l,f(’.,,lf‘
ooﬁ‘tth':.".'.‘,‘.‘i.‘ii yous rf:-ﬂ;‘ﬁyj night, How did this illustrate Dan, 7. 10
8 LISERNES . . What was the soug of the hunvenly host? Golden Text.
Yum(l;.r shlm\r the x.n:nnt light ; How did Christ's birth glorify God ?
w "I"'“EC;"'I L“";‘l'“ hip, born Ki What did it bring to men, and how ?
et \0"‘”P 'I‘: 4 e newborn King. How is this song illustrated by Rev. 6. 18, and Col. 1.
0. New Hymn 3
"‘l(}lk t:\ell;lenkl lggelu'-(|.ng Has Christ’s coming brought peace among the nations
ory to the new-born King, How does it bring good-will [of men?
Peace on earth, and merey miid ] 3. 'The Night Viwir, v. 15-20,
God and sinners reconciled.” What was the resolve of the shepherds?
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Did it show any doubt of the angel's message?

What inspired their journey ?

How were they an example to us?

What resulted from their journey?

What reasons can be given why Christ should come as
a babe ?

What was the after-conduct of the shepherds?

How were their tidings received 7

Did thuse who heard believe their story ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
What is taught in this lesson—

1. As to the persons whom God honours?

2. As to the subject which inspires angelic songs ?

3. As to the benefits which flow from Christ's coming ?
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION— Salvation through Christ,
ANALYTI L & BIBLICAL OU

The Tidings of the Redeemer,
I. HEAVENLY TIDINGS.
The angel. .. .came upon them. v. 9.
“His angels spirits .... ministers a
flame.” Heb. 1. 7.
I._ JoyFUL TIDINGS.

Good tidings of great joy. v. 10.

“Joy in God through. . . .Jesus Christ.”
Rom. 3. 11,
I1I. UNIVERSAL TIDINGS,

Shall be to all people. v. 10.

“Go ye....teach all nations.” Matt,

28. 19,
IV. WELCOME TIDINGS,
Unto you is born. . ..a Saviour. v. 11.
“A child is born. . ..name. . . .Wonder-
ful.” Isa, g. 6.
V. WONDERFUL TIDINGS.
The babe. . . .lying in a manger. v. 12,
“Took upon him the form of a servant.”
Phil. 2. 7,
VL. GLORIOUS TIDINGS.
Glory to God in the highest. v. 14.
“Glory in the Church by Christ Jesus.”
Eph. 3. 21,
ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
Lessons from the Shepherds,

1. That God loves and honours those who
are faithful in secular vocations, as well as in
sacred. v, 8,

2. That even the best of men may fear
when God’s glory is revealed to them. v, g,

3. That Christ is the Saviour for the lowly
as well as the lofty, and “all people ” have
an interest in him, v, 10, 11,

4 That the humiliation of Christ’s coming
should not deter men from believing in him.,
v. 12,

5 That those who hear of Christ should
also seek a personal knowledge of him. v. I5.

6. That people should seek Christ at once,
and without delay. v, 16,

7. That those who have seen Christ should
be messengers of him to others. v. 17,

CATECHISYM QUESTIONS,
5. What are the actual privileges of baptized persons ¢
The actual privileges of baptized persons are these ;
they are made mewbers of the visible church of Christ ;
their gracious relation to him as the Second Adam, and
s the Mediator of the New Covenant, is solemnly ratified
by divine lpmlmment 3 and they are thereby recognized

8 having a claim to all those spiritual blessings, of which
they are the proper subjects,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY KUGENE BTOCK, ESQ.

We in England have lately been startled
by the secession from the Anglican Church
of an eminent and popular preacher in Lon-
don ; not on account of ecclesiastical differ-
ences such as lead men to become Methodists
or Presbyterians, but avowedly because he
has ceased to believe in miracles, and par-
ticularly in one great miracle, the Incarnation,
which the Church he is leaving plainly and
emphatically teaches. To us this is a lesson
to be all the more distinct in our assertion
of this great fundamental truth—or rather
fact, for such it claims to be—not a mere
dogma, however true, but a real historical
event. That is to say, we hold not only that
a child was actually born at Bethlehem who
became the founder of the Christian religion,
but that the child, though the offspring of an
earthly mother, had no earthly father, and
was in very deed the Son of God in human
flesh. I have an impression that there is in
America also a good deal of loose teaching
on this point, or at least that the truth is
often conveniently avoided; and if so, |
earnestly press upon my friends who read
these Notes the importance of making this
lesson an occasion for very plain speaking
on the Incarnation, For remember, upon
this central fact of history rests the whole
structure of our Christian faith. Remove
the foundation and the building falls to the
ground. Nodoubt you may build up another
system in its place, and call it Christianity ;
but it will not be the Christianity of Paul
and John, of Augustine and Chrysostom, of
Luther and Wesley.

The tendency to let the essential Godhead
of Jesus Christ fall into the background of
our teaching is much encouraged by a cir-
cumstance for which, in itself, we ought to
be very thankful. I mean the flood of light
thrown by recent literature upon his earthly
life and its surroundings. It is easy now to
draw attractive pictures of the Babe of Beth-
lehem, of the Boy of Nazareth, of the Man
of sorrows. His perfect character, and the
reality of his human sympathy, are described
and illustrated for us in_books of great elo-
quence and power. For the lesson now
before us, almost every teacher is prepared
with exact accounts of Bethlehem, and its
fields and its shepherds, and of every variety
of inn or Akan, and of their stables and
mangers. I say again, Let us thank God for
this.  But it should all be used, and it can
all be used, to lead up to the great central
truth of the Incarnation, and not to hide it
from our view.

Let me take two instances.

1. Few things are more apt to draw us
aside from the spiritual teaching of Scripture
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than chronological questions, just because
they are so interesting. Yet I would dwell
a little on the synchronisms in the first two
verses of this chapter. Suppose a few ques-
tions and answers as follows :

Do you remember the last census, when
your father had to put all your names and
ages on a piece of paper, and a man called
andtookitaway? (My readers will describe
the American method, of course.) Here is
an account of a census 1884 years ago.
(The word “taxed ” means * registered ;” it
occurs also in Heb. 12. 23, “written in
heaven.”) Who orders a census to be made?
The Government. Who was ruler of Judea
at this time? Herod : see Luke 1. 5. But
who ordered this census? What right had
Caesar Augustus to order it? Who was he ?
(Explain : Roman Empire and tributary
kings. So now: Egypt pays tribute to
Turkey. Native States in India to Great
Britain.) But how could he order it in “all
the world?” (Explain : means the Empire.
Greek word always used in that sense in
New Testament—oikoumene, not kosmos, as
in “God so loved the world.”) What had
Cyrenius got to do with it? Governor of all
Syria at that time, under Augustus : Judea a
part of Syria. Which greatest, Cyrenius or
Herod? Cyrenius, not in himself, but be-
cause represented Emperor, (as British Vice-
roy of India greater than the Maharajah of
Cashmere.)

Now what is the good of all this? Will it
not take up time that should be given to
higher things? It may, very easily ; but if
kept in its proper place, it will do a most
useful thing—it will show the position of the
birth of Christ in general history, and help
the realization of that birth as a historical
fact. Of course, the fact that Jesus was then
born does not of itself prove that he was the
Son of God; but it helps us to trust the
accuracy of Scripture ; we feel we are in the
region of true history and not of romance;
and if Luke is correct when he refers to the
Roman Empire, may we not believe him in
the other things too ?

But further: with classes capable of ap-
preciating it, I would dwell on the old diffi-
culty of the date of Cyrenius’ governorship,
and its remarkable solution within the last
few years. Teachers who can not only state
the fact that Cyrenius was governor twice,
but explain the curious chain of indirect evi-
dence by which Zumpt of Berlin has proved
it, will give intelligent scholars an illustration
of the exact accuracy of Scripture which they
will not forget. No “discrepancy” was more
triumphantly appealed to formerly by objec-
tors ; none has been more completely trans-
formed into Christian evidence. It is worth
while for our young people to know how.

2. A description of Bethlehem, or of an
Eastern A/4an, may be made a real help to
the higher teaching of this lesson. Let me,
instead of attempting one myself, copy here
a few lines from a book called “Pomestic
Life in Palestine,” by Miss Rogers, sister of
a former British Consul at Damascus. The
house she describes was not at Bethlehem ;
but her account is none the less available by
way of illustration :

“1 found the house consisted of only one
very lofty room, about eighteen feet square
....Just within the door, a donkey and a
yoke of oxen stood, and I soon perceived
that rather more than one-third of the room
was set apart for cattle, where the floor, which
was on a level with the street, was of earth,
and partially strewn with fodder. We were
led up two stone steps on to a dais, two feet
high, where fragments of old mats and car-
pets were spread .... Meantime, our two
horses were unsaddled, and lodged in the
lower part of the room. . . . Three deep troughs
or mangers, about three feet by one, were
hollowed out of the broad stone coping at
the edge of the dais. Mohammed, our groom,
filled these troughs with barley, and our tired
animals enjoyed their evening meal....I
imagined Joseph anxiously seeking rest and
shelter for Mary after her long journey....
The raised floor was crowded with strangers,
who had, like them, come to be taxed. But
Joseph and Mary may have taken refuge
from the cold in the lower part of the room
....I looked at one of the mangers, and felt
how natural it was to use it as a cradle for a
newly-born infant. Its size, its shape, its
soft bed of fodder, its nearness to the warm
fire always burning on the dais in midwinter,
would immediately suggest the idea to an
Eastern mother.”

This is a vivid picture. Whether the
“inn” at Bethlehem was like that, we can-
not say. But this we can say, that the place
where Jesus was born, whether a cave, as
local tradition says, or anything else, was
certainly not better than what Miss Rogers
describes. But how will all this help our
teaching on the Incarnation? Just by con-
trast. That was what the Son of God came
down to.

But now, how should the great fact of the
Incarnation itself be introduced? Put it
thus : You all have had a beginning, and
that was when you were born. But the birth
at Bethlehem was not Christ’s beginning.
See John 17. 5, where he speaks to the
Father about “the glory which I had with
thee before the world was.” What was he
then? Nota man; not an angel; but—see
John 1. 1, “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” But how do we know this
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“Word” was Christ?
teenth verse, “ The Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us,” there is the birth at
Bethlehem. So Mary’s babe, the child Jesus,
was God! But when we pray to God as

“Our Father,” do we mean Jesus? No: |

there are God the Father and God the Son 3
and also God the Holy Ghost. What ! three
Gods? No; see Deut. 6. 4; 1 Cor. 8. 4.
Three persons in one God—all eqnal, for see
how they are mentioned together. Matt. 28.
19; 2 Cor. 13. 14.

Then, in what way did God the Son be-
come Man?
but we know this—

(a) He laid aside his glory. Phil. 2.6, 7. |

See a picture of what that glory was. [sa,
6. 1-6. Compare John 12. 41.  What made
him give it up to come down here? See 2
Cor. 8. 9.

(¢) He took a human body.
born, and had a real mother. Gal. 4. 4. His
body grew. Luke 2. 52. He was hungry,
Matt. 4. 2 ; thirsty, John 4.7 ; tired, John 4.
6. He really died. ~ Mark 15. 44, 45.

(¢) He took a human soul.” Do not think
of him as God in a human body. He thought
and felt as a man ; had a man’s will.
22. 42; was glad, Luke 10, 21 sorry, Mark
3.5 Luke 19. 41 ; John 11. 35 ; surprised,
Matt. 8. 10; Mark 6, 6. One thing he had
not—sin.  See 2 Cor. 5. 21; Heb. & 183
1 John 3. 5.

(@) Yet he was God all the while. See
what was predicted, Isa. 7. 14; 9. 6—the
“child” should be “ the Mighty God ;” and
what does “ Emmanuel” mean? See Matt.
1. 23. See what he said about himself—
spoke of God sending his only begotten Son
into the world, (John 3. 16, 17)—made him-
self “ equal with God,” (John 5. 18)—said all
“should honour the Son even as they honour
the Father, (John ;. 23)—said, “ Yeare from
beneath ; I'am from above,” (John 8. 58)—
“I and my Father are one,” (John 10. 30)—
and many other like sayings.

Let us all adore him as Thomas did, (John
20. 28,) and say “ My Lord and my God !”

He was really

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Tl‘lc:l:‘l‘l' Meeting and the
Claws,

Draw or show on the map the journey of Jo-
sephand Mary to Bethlehem. .. .Explain the
purpose of their coming, the inn, the manger
....A picture, (1) Of the night watch ; (2)
Of the night song, (coming of the angel, his

message, the heavenly host ;) (3) Of the night J

visit....The persons of the lesson, their
traits, and lessons from each, (1) The angels’
joy; (2) The shepherds’ faith; (3) The
mother’s thoughtfulness ; (4) The hearer’s
wonder. ... What is here taught concerning
Christ : (1) His humanity ; (2) His humility.

Look at the four- |

We cannot understand it all, |

Luke |
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References. FosTER'S PROSE : Vol, I*
3237, 696, 712. Vol. 11. 7119, ¢828, 10009,
POETICAL : 257, 2123, FREEMAN: Swad-
dling clothes, 751 ; Manger, 751,

Biackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, RRQ,

FAITH'S
Tone LOOK AHEAD!

Jacos 7 [EAR<
MoSES =}

[ DAvip

[ [SAIAH

N DANIEL

BETHLEHEM

|
' Place the diagram as it is on the board.

By questions bring out the time of the pro-
| phecies that looked toward Bethlehem. As
| the answers are given, write them opposite
the names, have the prophecies read, and
sing appropriate songs of praise.
Primary and Intermedinte.

BY M, V. M,

REVIEW. Call back the prophecy of
Zacharias. Who was coming to visit his
people? What did he do? See that the

words “deliver ” and “redeem ” are under-
stood. What did he give? A few crayon
strokes to indicate the sun’s rays will recall
the teachings on light,

]LESSON THOUGHT : Jesus is God’s Good-
will.

INTRODUCTORY. Ask how many remem-
ber Mary’s song. Talk about her gladness
and its cause, and sketch vividly that journey
to Bethlehem, the stay at the humble house
which was the only stopping-place they could
find, and the coming of the Lord of heaven
to this lowly spot.

1. Talk about shepherds. Some of them
were men who knew and loved God, as David,
who was made a king. These were men
loved by God, or he would not have sent word
to them first of the coming of Jesus. Make
the story clear and simple. —the angel, the
bright shining, the fear of the shepherds,
and the glad announcement by the angels.
Tell what he meant by the City of David,”
and let class rise and recite (unless it can be
chanted) the angelic song :

“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace,
Good-will toward men.”

2. What the shepherds did. They had
heard of a wonderful Babe, and they set out
at once to see him. What good can a help-
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less little baby do in this great world? bless and save all—the very poorest and
WOlll(ln’l a big, strong, wise man be more  humblest. The shepherds went away to tell
likely to have some good gift for the world? | the story. They had found something pre-
Let us read the eleventh verse, and see what | cious—a gift from God—and they could not
name the angel gave to this baby. * Saviour,” | keep the good news to themselves. They
“Christ,” “The Lord” They thought he | praised God. They were glad, and they
must be worth finding, and so they went | thanked God for sending this dear baby to
quickly to find him. As soon as we hear of | bring light and salvation to the world.

Jesus we ought to try to find him. God sends CLOSING EXERCISE. Tell what good-will
word to us to-day of his coming. is. When it is in the heart there is almost

3. Tell where ‘they found him. Describe | always some way to showit. God felt good-
the great event it is when an earthly prince is | will toward us, and so he sent Jesus to show
born—the great preparations, the costly gifts, | it to us. “God so loved the world,” etc.
etc. Jesus lay in a manger! He did not | People often send gifts to show their good-
come to the rich. He came to help and | will, or kind feeling, and Jesus is God’s gift.
B C. 6. January 30.

LESSON V.—SIMEON AND THE CHILD JESUS; or, Salvation Seen.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

The fortieth day after the birth of Christ has come, and the carpenter and his wife, with the
babe of destiny, now leave their lowly dwelling-place to formally present the child before the Lord
in Jernsalem. They pass out the gate of Bethlehem, and wind their way, first among terraced
hillsides, and then’ through dark ravines overhung by frowning mountains,  After a journey of
six miles they come up the valley of the Kedron, and behold the white walls and gilded roof of
the temple, rising on the hill of Moriah. They enter the gate of the holy city, thread its narrow
streets, and at last find themselves within the long porticoes of the Court of the Women, Their
humble offering of a pair of doves is received by the priests in waiting, and carried within the
inner court to be laid upon the great altar as a token that their child is accepted by the God of
Israel. Suddenly an old man approaches them. It is Simeon, the just and the devout, who has
been long awaiting the fulfilment of the Lord’s promise that his eyes shall look upon the Messiah
of Israel’s hope.  As his glance rests upon the babe in its young mother’s arms, a new light flashes
upon his face, for by a divine revelation in that babe he recognizes the Lord’s Christ. He takes it
in his arms, uplifts his eyes in gratitude to God for his high privilege, which kings and prophets
have vainly longed to enjoy, and then in a strain of high inspiration predicts the salvation of the
world to be wrought by the child he holds; and not only this, but the opposition and sorrow and
suffering, culminating in the cross on Calvary, which shall pierce the mother’s heart, and reyeal
the cruelty of the unbelieving people.

Luke 2. 25-35. Explznatory and Practical,
[Memory Verses, 28-32.] Verse 25. Whose name was Simeon. Some have

25 And, behold, there was a | supposed that this was Simeon the father of the celebrated Gama-
man in Jerusalem, whose name | liel, and president of the council ; who was living at that time,
was Simeon; and the same man | though not an old man, as seems to be intimated in vers, 26, 29 ;
was just and devout, waiting | but there is no certain evidence on the subject, Just. Righteous
for the consolation of Israel ; | in character, and upright in his relation to his tellow-men,
and the Holy Ghost was npon | Devout. Having revercnce for God, and fulfilling the observ-
him. : [ ances of wors ip. 1. *““Devotion toward God is the mother ot

| justice toward man.” Woaiting for the consolation. The

Isa. 26.9: It shall be said in that | Messiah was called * the consolation of Israel,” since his coming
day, Lo, this is our God: we have | was expected to comfort the people under their national trials by
B e o S WIS | giving them fecdom and u just rie. The Holy Ghost was
him, we will be glad and rejoic | upon him. So close was his communion with God, that a divine
his salvation.  Mark 16, 43: Joseph | influence rested upon him, enlightening his understanding, and

ﬁfnﬁ(ﬂ'.'f.'{,“u'}e’(‘;;;d -ulso waited for the | giving him some knowledge of the future,
|

26 And it was revealed unto |
him by the Holy Ghost, that |
he should not see death, before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ,

26. Revealed unto fthim. ““By an inward revelation
which it would be as impossible to deseribe as presumptuous to
doubt.”—Van Oosterzee. 2. Those who live near the Lord discern
the mind of the Lord. Not see death. Should not die until

| the coming of the promised Christ. A very blessed privilege, mak-
| ing it evident that his appearance was to be during that genera-
| tion. 3. “God’s elect mever die, until by the eye of faith they
| have seen Christ.”—Quesnel. The Liord’s Christ. Literally,
“the Lord’s Anointed : " in Hebrew, the Messiah,
27 And he came by the Spirit
into the temple : and when 27. He came by the Spirit. Though doubtless accus-
the parents brought in the | tomed to go to the temple for worship, on this occasion he went
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child Jesus, to do for him

after the custom of the law,

Num. 8. 17: All the first-horn of
the children of Israel are mine, both
man and beast ; un the day that |
ery first-born in the land of
Egypt 1 sanctified them for mysclf,
Num, 18, 15 : Nevertheless the first-
born of man shalt thou surely re-
deem, and the firstling of unclean
beasts shalt thou redeem.

25 Then took he him up in
hl-dur- and blessed God,
an

20 Lord, now lettest thou
thy servant depart in pence,
according to thy word :

Gen, 46. 10 Israel said unto Jo-
seph, Now let me die, since I have
seen thy face, Phil. 1. 23: I am in
& strait betwixt two, having a desire
o depart, and to be with Christ ;
which is far vetter,

30 For mine eyes have seen
thy salvation,

31 Which thou hast prepar-
nll before the face of all peo-
ples

Gen, 49. 18 : I have waited for thy
salvation, O Lord, Matt, 13. 17:
Many prophets and righteous men
have desired to see those things
which ye see, and have not seen
them. “Isa. 52, 10: The Lord hath
made bare his holy arm in the eyes
of all the nations ; and all the ends
of the earth shall see the salvation
of our God,

2 A light to lighten the
< % nnd the glory of thy
people Kvrael,

Isn. 49. 6: It isa light thing that
thou shouldst be my servant to raise
up the tribes of Jucob, and to re.
storo the preserved of [srael: [ will
also give thee for a light to the Gen-
tiles, that thou mayest be my salva-
tion unto the end of the earth,
Matt. 4. 16: The people which sa in |
darkness saw great light, and to them
which sat in the region and shadow
of death light is sprung up.

| God leads, his people may look for a b essing,

33 And Joseph and  Lis
mother marvelled at those |
ltl.lings which were spoken of |
him,

34 And Simeon blessed them,
and said unto Mary his mother,
ehold, this child'is set for the
fall and rising again of many

ians rose,

in Israel ; and for a sign which
shall be spoken against ;
|

which shall be spoken against.

3]

-
i

under a special divine leading, an impulse from on high. 4. When
Into the tem-
ple. Into the second court, known as the **court of the women,”
where worship was gener: ly offered by the people.  See Notes
Lesson 1., ver. 9. The parents. Mary and Joseph, Joseph,
though not personally related, was regarded as the father of Jesus
in a legal sense. The child Jesus. an infant, forty days old,
After the custom of the law. The law required that
about forty days atter the birth of a child, an offering should be
presented on its behalf by the parents. The rich gave a lawb and
a turtle dove, the poor two doves ; one for a burnt-offering, the
other for a sin-offering. From the fact that the parents of Jesus
gave only the doves, their poverty has been deduced, Luke 2, 23,
24. 5. He who took upon nim our nature, descended to its lowest
depths, and though rich, for our sakes became poor,

28, 29. Took he him up in his arms. Recognizing by
a divine enlightenment the Messian in the tiny babe, he rejoiced
that God's promise had been more than fulfilied, for he was per-
mitted not only to see, but to embrace his Redeemer. And
said. There is a broadening light with each one of the three
successive songs of Mary, Zacharius, and Simeon ;- the mother sings
of her son, the priest of the triumph of his nation, and the aged
saint of the salvation of the Gentile world. Now lettest
thou. ‘‘Thou mayest release thy servaut,” as if death to the
servant of God were only a setting free of an imprisened soul,
6. To him who has embraced Christ, death has lost 1ts sting.

30, 81. Mine eyes have seen. His was a personal, in-
dividual look at his Redeemer, 7. So must each soul for itself
look unto Jesus. Thy salvation. Ewmbodied in the person
of the Saviour. He looks upon Jesus less in his kingly, . nd more
in his priestly capacity, than either of those whose provnetic songs
have been given, thus penetrating deeper into the divine plau of
redemption. 'Which thou hast prepared. Not an event
happening by accident, but that for which all time has been paving
the way, g‘a,ce of all people. Literally, “ali peoples 3"
including both Jews and Gentiles as named in the next verse,

32. To lighten the Gentiles. *Fora revelation to the
Gentiles,” Here is an insight into the Gospel plan far clearer
than that of even the most intelligent of the Jews, or even of the
disciples, long after the ascension. The common conception of
the Messiah was of a prince reigning over Israel and conquering
the Gentile nations, ~ Now for the first time is presented the
thought of a Saviour for all mankind. Most appropriately is this
first gleam of Gentile privilege recorded by St, Luke, the only Gen-
tile evangelist. The glory of thy people. In the salvation
of the Gentile world we are not to forget the honour of Israe , as
the stalk on which grew this glorious blossom, which has shed its
fragrance over all the lands,

33, 84. Marvelled. They did not understand the lofty
utterances of Simeon, and were confused by his mention of the
Genti es, to them mysterious  Blessed them. Pronounced
upon them the divine benediction, in view of their high privilege,
Flor the fall and rising. ** For the downfall and uprising.”
The word *“again’ is not needed in the translation, and ieads to
an erroneous 1mpression. Those who fall here are not the same
with those who rise, Theone are those whose expectations of tem-
poral kingdom in the coming of Christ are doomed to disappoint-
ment ; the other are those who, accepting Christ in humble faith,
rise to salvation. The Jew as a people fell : the Gentile Christ-
8. God's plans are alwaysa surprise to men, A sign
The token of God’s
love to men, yet rejected and reviled,

35. Yea, a sword shall pierce. A reference to the

troubles which the mother of Jesus was destined to experience in
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|

35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce

through thine own soul also,)

that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed.

of his mission,

the rejection of her Son by the people, her own misunderstanding

and her culmimmating grief at his crucifixion.

9. The path to blesseduess must be trodden through sorrow.
Thoughts of many hearts.
men_should reveal their true character, thougiits, and feeiings.
10. Nothing will disclose the heart of a man now so clearly as the
relation which he holds toward his Saviour,

By their treatment of Christ

i ‘Time.—B. C. 6, about forty days after the birth of
esus,

Place.—The women's court of the temple in Jeru-
salem,
_ Connecting Links.—1. The circumeision and nam-
ing of Jesus. Luke 2, 21, 2, The presentation of the
infant Saviour. Luke 2, 22-24,

GOLDEN TEXT.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvati o—
Luke 2. 30. q R
LENSON HYMNS,
No. 729, New Hymn Book, C. M,
Light of the lonely pilgrim’s heart,
Star of the coming day,
Arise, and with thy morning beams
Chase all our griefs away !
Come, blessed Lord, let every shore
And answering island sing’
The praises of thy royal name,
And own thee as their King.
Bid the whole earth, responsive now
To the bright world above,
Break forth in sweetest strains of joy,
In memory of thy love,

No. 721, New Hymn Book.

Hail to the Lord's Anointed ;
Great David's greater Son !

Hall, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun !

He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free,

To take away transgression,
And rule in equity,

He comes, with succour speedy,
To those who suffer wrong ;

To help the poor and needy,
And bid the weak be strong :

To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,

Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Were precious in his sight.

No. 725, New Hymn Book.

Saviour, sprinkle muny nations,
Fruitful let thy sorrows be ;

By thy pains and consolations
Draw the Gentiles unto thee ;

Of thy cross the wondrous story
Be to all the nations told ;

Let them see thee in thy glory,
And thy mercy manifold.

Give the word, and of the preacher
Speed the foot, and touch the tongue,

Till on eurth by every creature
Glory to the Lamb be sung.

HOME READINGN,

M. Simeon and the child Jesus. Luke 2. 25-85,
Tu. The magi and the child. Matt, 2, 1-12,

. Herod and the child. Matt. 2, 13-25,

Num, 24, 1-19.

+ 78 &6s.

85 & 78,

S

. The prophetic star.
The prophetic name. Isa. 9. 1.7,
The light to the Gentiles. Isa 49. 6-18,

M. The people of God. Rom. 9. 20-33.

QUENTIONS ON THE OUTLINE,
4. A Saint’s Dexire, v, 25, 26,

s

Who is here named, and what is known concsrglnu him? |
ibited ?

hat of his ch are here

How did he show strong faith in God’s promises ?
What desire did he cherish?

Why was this expectation precious to a pious Jew?
In what sen-¢ was the Holy Ghost upon him ?
hat special promise had been given to him?
What is the promise in Isa. 25. 97
What is the meaning of “the Lord’s Christ?"
2. A Maint's Delight, v, 27-85,
To what place did Simeon come, and how was he led?
ym did he meet ?
1at was ‘‘ the custom of the law " in thi:
What was its origin and import? Lev. 12. 2-8.
How did Simeon recognize Jesus as the Christ?
With what feeling did he see Jesus?
What spirit of a true disciple did he show ?
How did his desire compare with Pau Phil. 1. 23.
What was Simeon’s view of Christ’s mission ?
How do we here see the foreshadowings of salvation for
the Gentiles?
How was Christ a glory to Israel ?
How did Joseph and Mary regard the words of Simeon ?
How was Christ to cause the “ fall” and *‘ rising” of
many? Comp. 1 Pet. 2. 7, 8.
When was the prediction concerning the mother of
Jesus fulfilled ?
How did Christ reveal the thoughts of many hearts?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where does this lesson teach—
1. How a saint should regard life ?
2. How a saint should regard death ?
8. How asaint should regard Christ’s coming ?

ase ?

DocTRINAL SuaarsTioN—The personality of the Holy
08t

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Simeon’s View of Christ.
I. CHRIST THE COMFORTER.
Waiting for the consolation of Israel. v. 25.
“The Lord shall comfort Zion.” Isa.
803
I1. CHRIST THE SAVIOUR.
Mine eyes have seen thy salvation. v. 30.
“1 have waited for thy salvation.” Gen.
49.18.
ITI. CHRIST THE ENLIGHTENER.
A light to lighten the Gentiles. v. 32.
“ For a light to the Gentiles.” Isa. 42. 6,

IV. CHRIST THE REJECTED,

| A sign which shall be spoken against. v. 34.

| “A stone of stumbling....offence.” 1
‘ Pet. 2. 8.
V. CHRIST THE DISCERNER,
Thoughts of. .. .hearts be revealed. v. 35.
“A discerner of....thoughts and in-
tents.” Heb. 4. 12.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Salvation Seen,
1. It was seen by a holy man, one whose
life was devoted to God’s service. v. 25,
2. It was seen by one who looked forward
{ to seeing it as the crowning event of his life.
v. 26,
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3. It was seen as a present salvation, not,
as seen by the prophets of old,a future
salvation. v, 30,

4. It was seen as an universal salvation,
for all people. v. 31. 32

5. It was seenasa strange and mysterious
salvation, causing some to fall and others to
rise. V. 34.

6. It was seen as a salvation bringing
sorrow as well as rejoicing. v. 33,

CATECHINM QUENTIONS,

6. What doth your baptism in the name 0of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, oblige you to do ?

My baptism in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, obliges me first to renounce the devil and
all his works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world,
andall the sinful lusts of the flesh ; secondly, that I should
believe all the articles of the Christian faith ; and, thirdly,
that I should keep God's holy will and commandments,
and walk in the same all the days of my life,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

In old romances it is not uncommon for
the story to turn upon the hero’s fate being
dependent on the occurrence of some strange
event. Some venerable bard or astrologer
has foretold that his life is safe untila certain
very unlikely thing happens. And at the
crisis of the story that unlikely thing does
happen, and the hero meets his irrevocable
doom. All my readers will remember Mac-
beth, for instance, who, the witches said,
might rest secure “ till Birnam Wood should
come to Dunsinane,” and whose defeat and
death were heralded by what seemed to be
the wood of Birnam Hill marching toward
him,

Now, of course, in all these cases we find
every hope and effort concentrated upon
avoiding and averting the catastrophe as
long as possible. And is not this natural ?
Let me suppose, for illustration’s sake, that
to one of us now a message came from
heaven, telling us that we should not die till
—say, till a certain person came from the
other side of the globe. How fervently we
should hope that he would not come Just
yet? Anything to prolong life ; anything
to defer death! It is true that a fretful
person will sometimes utter the thoughtless
words, “I wish I were dead!” But if at
that moment a naked sword were pointed at
his breast, he would run away far enough.

How was it with old Simeon? He really
did have a supernatural intimation regarding
his destiny. And it was no mere augury of
an astrologer. It was a divine word, * [t
was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost
that he should not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ.” What effect had
this revelation upon him? As year after

year passed away, and his strength grew
feeb}er, and his Step more uncertain, was he
getting more and more nervous and anxious
lest one day he should hear the rallying cry,
Messiah has come? And at last when he
saw the humble carpenter bringing his young
wife and her new-born child, with the lowly
offering of their poverty, (ver. 24 ; see Ley.
12. 8,) and when the Divine Revealer pointed
out to him that helpless infant as “the
Lord’s Christ,” did his heart fail him, and
his cheek blanch, and his tongue refuse to
speak, from terror at the long-dreaded hour
having arrived ?

Surely it is an impressive scene from this
point of view. “Then took he him up in
his arms, and blessed God.” And why did
he bless God? Because Messiah had ap-
peared at last?  Certainly, but with this jo:
for his nation’s sake, he might have had
nothing more than a kind of resigned sub-
mission on his own account, Yes, he might
say, it is a grand thing that the Christ has
come ; and as for me, well, [ must try and
not murmur ; God has been good to me in
letting me live so long. But it was not so
at all. He rejoiced to see the Child, not
only for what he was to do and to be for Jew
and Gentile, but also because his appearing
was the signal for his own release, ‘¢ Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation,”

The words themselves are remarkable,
The word rendered “ Lord ” js not the usual
one, Kyris. It rather means “ master.”
Nor is it one of the words usually found
where Christ is called * Master,” meanin
teacher, or superintendent. It is Despota,
and expresses the relationship of master and
slave. “Servant,” too, is literally “slave,”
Simeon speaks as one in bond-service, who
after long waiting is receiving his manu-
mission, and is in sight of freedom.
“ Master,” he says, joyfully, “now at length
art thou releasing thy slave.”

ow we do not wish to encourage false
sentiment in this matter. We do not desire
the careless phrase, “1 wish I were dead,”
to become a true utterance in any one’s
mouth. There is a popular hymn of Faber’s
which was much sung, (for the sake of its
swinging tune,) a fey years ago, and you
might hear a large congregation lustily
shouting out, “ O Paradise ! O Paradise’!
Wherefore doth death delay ?” Nothing
could be more painfully unreal. At the
same time, I think the foregoing line ot
illustration and contrast may usefully be em-
ployed in this lesson to show how happily a
godly man can meet death. He will take
care of the life and health God has given
him, and thank God for them ; and yet,
whenever the summons does come, he will
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know that his work on earth is finished, and
he will go joyfully to his rest.

But now let us turn to the event itself,
which was to old Simeon the signal of his
release. It was the appearance of “the
Lord’s Christ,” or Messiah. But observe,
Simeon’s thoughts about that Coming One
so long promised were not like the thoughts
of muny others at that day. The notion of
most people was of a warrior-king who should
drive out the Romans and “ restore again the
kingdom to Israel.” Others were looking for
a great Rabbi; the Samariian woman, for
instance, who said, “l know that Messias
cometh ; when he is come he shall tell us all
things.” What Simeon desired and expected
we can gather from two interesting expres-
sions. He isrepresented “ as waiting for the
consolation of Israel,” and his own word is,
*Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” It
will be a useful thing to base the chief teach-
ing of this lesson on these two terms.

1. Consolation. In what sense was Mes-
siah to be the Consolation of Israel? And
is there any sense in which he can be our
Consolation ?

What does the word mean? To answer
this question, let me suggest an illustration.
A timid and retiring boy goes to a new school.
His more boisterous comrades quickly make
him the butt of their practical jokes, and
torment him with the peculiar mercilessness
we only see in school boys, (at least we see
it in English school-boys.) But one kind-
hearted elder boy takes his part. He makes
friends with him, cheers him up, protects
him, teaches him to stand up for himself,
helps him in a thousand little ways. Now
this illustrates exactly what is meant by the
“ consolation” or “comfort” of the New
Testament. It is not merely what the word
“comfort” means to us. The kind protec-
tor at school is indeed a great comfort to our
poor young friend, but why? Not because
of his soothing words and friendly manner
only, but because also of his active help.
“1 like Brown,” writes the youngster to his
mother or sister ;  he takes uiy part.” Taking
our part—this familiar phrase jusi (xpresses
the scope of that Gireek word which in the
Gospel of John is translated Comforter, and
in the Epistle of John, Advocate; and the
noun “consolation” is clesely connected
with it.  Our English word “comfort” ori-
ginally had more of this meaning. Thus,in
Wycliffe’s version of Isa. 41. 7 we read,
“ And he coumfortide hym with nailes that it
should not be moved,” where our version has
“fastened.” And so in Phil. 4. 13, “ Christ
that strengtheneth me” isin Wycliffe, “ that
coumfortith me.”

The “ Consolation of Israel.” One to take
the part of God’s people, to be on their side,

AY SCHOOL BANNER.

to care for them, pity them,comfort them,
strengthen them, Eelp them, plead their
cause, be indentified with them as their Ad-
vocate—that is what Simeon was waiting for;
that is what Christ came to be ; that is what
he will be to us if we will only accept his
advocacy and companionship,

. 2. Salvation. This, too, here, does not
stand for what Christ brings, but for Christ
himself. It is a stronger word in the Greek
than the usual one, and denotes the agency
by which salvation is procured. “ Mine eyes,”
said Simeon, *“have seen thy salvation,”
that is, the very Saviour himself, in the per-
son of the little infant in Mary’s arms.

What is the difference between Salvation
and Consolation?  To revert to my illustra-
tion, the school-boy knows well the difference
in his own case. "His friend may take his
part bravely, but he may not be able to save
him entirely from his tormentors, An Advo-
cate seeks to save, but even if he falls, his
help is still valued.  Better suffer with a
sympathizer than without one, Buta Saviour
saves. Christ is a successful Advocate ; and
therefore he is a Saviour too,

Let the question be pressed home, Is he
your Saviour? What from? From the con-
demnation of sin now, at once—by his aton-
ing death. From the power of sin we g0 on
in life—by his indwelling Spirit, From the
presence of sin—when he takes us one day
to himself. Simeon rejoiced to see him in
his humiliation ; shall we rejoice to see him
in his glory ?

BEREAN METHODS,
Hintx for the 'l‘en:!;- ' Meeting and the

Sketch the character of Simeon: (1) A
righteous man; (2) A devout worshipper;
(3) Endowed with the Spirit ; (4) Waiting
for the Saviour....A word.picture of the
meeting in the temple. . ., The offering, why,
and what?... Explain “ Consolation of Is-
rael ;” “Holy Ghost upon him ;” “ Custom
of the law ;" “Fall and rising again,” etc,
etc....Present the view of Christ as given
in this lesson. ... What are our privileges as
compared with Simeon ?

References. FosTER'S PROSE.
2098, 662, 720, 5157, Vol. II, 7181, 7197,
POETICAL : 1207, 2037, FREEMAN : The
“ Consolation,” 752,
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opportunity should not be let pass of teach-
ing the personality of the Holy Spirit. He
speaks now, to tell us what to do, as cer-
tainly as he spoke to Simeon, and he speaks
to little children.]

1. Get children’s ideas of a good man.
Here is a description of one —“just” and
“devout.” Explain these terms and illus-
trate. God could speak to such a man, for
he could hear. Why doesn’t a deaf man

hear? People talk, and he has ears, but his |

ears are not open. Simeon’s ears were open
to God, because he was obedient. Tell that
he was a very old man, and had heard that
Jesus was coming to make all things right.
He wanted to see him before he died, and
God had promised that he should.

2. Explain why Jesus was brought to the
temple, and by whom. Tell the story in
simple words—the sweet young mother with
her babe, and the father standing by ; the
old man coming in by the Spirit,” and
seeing in the child the long-promised De-
liverer ; his joy, and his outburst of song
and praise. Tell the children that we often
see things without knowing what they are.
Show some strange object, and tell that just
as they see this, but do not know it, so many
people see Jesus and do not know him.
Simeon knew him because God opened his
eyes to see him, and this was done because
Simeon wanted to see him. God never lets
any one be blind who wants to see Jesus,
The eyes of our hearts must be opened
by faith and prayer.

3. What Simeon saw. Ask what the chil-
dren think he saw. He had just a little
baby in his arms, nothing more! But this
is the wonderful sight he saw. Make a
cross on the board, and print his words :
verse 30. How is Jesus our salvation? From
what does he save? Who and what are our
enemies? Who can be saved by Jesus?

CLUSING EXERCISE. Ask if any have
seen Jesus, not with the outward, but with
the inward eyes, and explain that only those
truly see him who are trying to obey him.
He tells us to be true, obedient, patient,
kind, unselfish, loving, and helpful. If we
are asking Jesus to save us from our heart-
enemies, and to help us to be like him, then
we do see him, and we shall go where he is
by and by,

LENSONS FOR FEBRUARY, 1881,

FEB. 6. The Boyhood of Jesus ; or, Filled
with Wisdom. Luke 2. 40-52.

FEB. 13. Preaching of John the Baptist ;
or Fruits of Repentance. ~ Luke 3. 7-18.

FEn. 20, The Preaching of Jesus ; or,
Anointed to Preach the Gospel. Luke 4.
1421,

31

} FEB. 27. Christ Healing the Sick ; or,
| The Power of the Lord. Luke 5. 12-26,

— b ———
Elackboard.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, BSQ.

e

;gUSE FOR

b

ERHLSE -<J0 Day--

Make the words “ Thy Salvation ” as pro-
minent as the size of your board will 2llow,
Do not write the words your or my beneath
Simeon until you have spoken of the desire
of Simeon’s life. The application should be
the end and aim of all Sabbath-school work,
that is, spiritually to see Christ, through
whom salvation is offered.

——— e

WHISPER NSONGS FOR JANUARY.

FIRST LESSON.

O ANGEL of the Lord, draw near,
Speak to our hearts to-day ;

And bid us haste with willing feet
To make for Christ a way.

SECOND LESSON.

My soul doth magnify the Lord,
For holy is his name ;

His mercy is to us made known,
From age to age the same.

THIRD LESSON.

Thou, child, a Prophet shalt be called,
To go before the face

Of Him who comes to rule the world
With holy truth and grace.

FOURTH LESSON,

Fear not, for unto us this day
The angels come to bring
* Good tidings of great joy to all,—
The birth of Christ our King !

FIFTH LESSON,

Lord, let thy servant die in peace,
According to thy word ;
For now mine eyes have seen thy light,

The glory of the Lord !




THE PILGRIM’S MISSION.

A HIYMN FOR THE NEW YEAR.

Words by Rev. W. MorLey PUNSHON, LL.D. Music by Priuie PriLries,
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