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GOD'S WORD THROUGH MEN 10 MAN,

Lortions of an address delivered before the Bible Society of Maine, May 15,
1887, by Dr. G. D. B. Pepper.

All the reasons for the universal distribution of the Bible to which your !

attention is now invited may be summed up in this one general reason : the

genuine, complete humanity of the book, I know, we all know, that the !

Bible is *‘ the word of God.” Itis his word truly and fully because he is

truly and fully its Author. When we get at its theught we have reached the

thought of God ; when we have breathed in its spirit we inbreathe his spirit.
God’s heart is the heart of the Bible and its life is the life eternal. We love
it as we love nature, because in it we hear the voice of our Father, see the
Father's face, and feel his heartbeats.

Just because it is thus utterly divine it is also utterly human. Our
heavenly Father knows his earthly childven better a thousand fold than they

can know themselves ; better a thousand fold than even the great masters in -
the interpretation of the human soul have known them. Not a spring in the -
life of any one is hidden from his view, not a human possibility, whether of '

good or ill, can escape his notice. Body, soul, and spirit ; individual, family,

and community ; the life that nowis in time and sense and that life which is

to come in the eternity beyond ; all, all this is clear to his vision and facile

to his exposition. His word is & word to man and for man. He undertakes !
to find and fit the race, and in this undertaking he succeeds. In speaking

to man he has spoken through men, Nor have the prophets been his merely
passive tools, conveying the divine voice as dumnb, dead things, mere hollow
tubes. Into the inmost being of men did the spirit of (od enter as an in-
spiration of life, and so caused their tongues and pens tv give out and send
along his words, aglow not less with human than with divine life. Bsfore
the coming of the Son of God, the light of heaven, all humanized in this

assage into and through human experience,came in flashes and gleams, in
D o ? =3 ]

reflections and refractions. But when he came who was himself the word,
‘¢ the brightness of the Father’s glory and the express image of his person,”
there shone for man and among men ‘¢ the Sun of Righteousness,” full-orbed,
the solid globe of pure white light. But even then this, too, was a human
light, for * the Son of God " was ** the Son of Man.” The word had become
flesh and dwelt among us. He was made like us in all save sin. How
human was ‘“ the Man, Christ Jesus ! ” human in body and soul, in form and
features, in sense and spirit, in mind and heart and will, in his needs, his
sympathies, his conditions, his activities—human in the totality of his life
and relations, utterly, purely, mightily, multitudinously haman—utterly but
not exclusively—for he was as truly and purely divine as human. So was
the personal word and so also is the written word. Because it is man’s book,
complete in a genuine humanity, we give it to men.

We ought to distribute the Bible because it is the mightiest factor in mental
development. No one need tell us the value of intelligence, of a miud
thoronghly disciplined, trained to clear and accurate and strong thinking.
Mind has a worth which is all its own. A richly cultivated mind is the
choicest of treasures. And when a whole people are educated, intelligent,
and refined, we have that which every man of sensé places far above the
wealth that is measured in terms of money

Now it is certain that the Bible is a mighty power in awakening mind.
Arresting the attention.even of the little children and engaging their interest,
it keeps its hold on them through life. It gives themes for thought that are
high and worthy. It reveals the value of the soul as immortal, and soin-
duces it to find value in something else than gold and silver and lands. 1t
presses home and keeps pre.sed homs upon the conscience the greatest ques-
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. tions of life. 1t opens vast views of the mind and work of God, carrying

the reader back to the dawn of time, and forward, not only to the end of this
world, but into the world to come. And ther it gives the only view of this
universe that is consistent with reason, or compatible with intelligence.
Education must dis and mind die with it, if we are to sink down into the
mire of materialism, and find no intelligence of an intelligent being in heaven
above or earth beneath. 'When a man has become saturated with the spirit
of Christ, he cannot live a thoughtless, listless lifs ; and if heiz & young man,
he will feel “‘the powers of the world to come” urging him forward to his
highest and best mental endeavour. And then most directly does the Bible
act upon him who is a student of it by its literary character. Nowhere else
are there such models of perfection along every line, such sweet and beauti-
ful narration, such strong and stirring history, such poetry and oratory, such
models of didactic instruction, such compact and mighty logic, such inimit-
able fiction, such symbolism of supernal truth, such combination of manifold
perfection. Who can wonder at the stories of the sublime eloquence of those
early preachers who, without the education of academy cr college or theo-
logical school, without libraries or a literary atmosphere, simply laid to their
Bible their mind and hearts, lived in it, and made it live in them, and so
spoke it out in its own purity, sweetness, richness and authority ? The Bible
is the perennial and inexhaustible fountain out of which openly or secretly,
immediately or mediately, have been flowing in the ages past those streams
of intellectual life which have given rise, more than ull other causes combined,
to schools and school systems, to sciences and arts, and to the imperishable
literature of the world. As we value the mental lifc and growth and perfec-
tion of our people, therefore, we shall give to them the Rible.

We should prosecute this work, also, for the sake of our sociul life and in-

stitutions. No man liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. And as :

population in this country increases and multiplies, as the streams of immi-
gration flow in upon us, as new cities spring up everywhere, and the old
cities enlarge their boundaries, and become more densely packed, as we
reckon from the vatio of our past increase the prospect for the next fifty and
the next hundred years, cur social relations take on a new and startling sig-
nificance. This swarming in, this crowding together, what shall come of it ?
Good or il1? The possibilities in either direction are tremendous. No ques-
tion more presses upon the thoughtful American, and no question awakens
graver fears. What of the relations of labor and capital? What of the
family? How as to our form of government, and even as to the fact of our
government? There come ominous answers from revolutionary theories and
theorists, from the attempts to put in practice the theories. Monopoliesand
strikes and riots, easy divorces, free-love, Mormonism, and anarchists—these
last striking, not at the abuse and the abusers of law, but at law itself, at
government in any form.

Obviously, and by the concession of all, a prime condition of society ana of
social institutions is universal good-will, a prevalent and dominant spiris of
kindness, charity, humanity, philanthropy. The ouly law that can bind man-
kind together, and keep the unity of organic life, is *‘ the law of love.” Sel-
fishness is disintegration. It strikes down others to build up self, or, if with
larger view of self-interest, it regards the interests of others.in order to sub-
serve its own, the union is cold and hesrtless and.dead. It is as liable to be
broken in a conflict of self-interests, or, if it becomes consolidated in immov-
able strength, it iy a tyranny, a great organic death. The hearts that are
bound fast in such an organism are iraprisoned, and while life is in them they
beat helplessly against the prison bars. The breath of divine and of human

* love breathes everywhere in the sacred volume, and is its very inspiration.
* 1f in the grim severities of the Old Testament revelations this does not at

once appear, wo cannot miss the knowledge of it in the New, as we walk and
talk with Jesus, as we lay our hearts to his, and breathe in the spirit of his
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life and his death. And so too in the words and works of the apostles the
Master’s love speaks and acts. Nor will a just comprehensior and fair intor-
pretation even of the Old Testament in its whole scope and tenor fail to find
in it the same universal sympathy and omnipotent love. Send abroad, then,
the Scriptures, in order to secure this prime condition of social well-being.

We must circalate the Scriptures also for the sake of a pure morality. More
weighty is this reason than any other or all of those that have gone before.
Have what we may besides, if we have not virtue, we are already lost. With-
out cnaracter there is no true wealth and worth, whether for individual or
for nation, but integrity enriches its possessor, though poor in everything
else. The moral corruption of Greece and of Rome, wrought a destruction
which intellectual genius and culture in the one, and civil and military great-
ness in the other, were helpless té avert. The spirit of the age and of our
land is often said to be materiulistic. 'We believe in matter, and in material
wealth. Even education is largely subservient to mammon and utilitarianism
in aims. Whether this be or not ** the spirit of the age,” there is a prodigious
amount of this spirit in the age. Success is measured by dollars, and culmi-
nates in millions. Men value oftice for the money it brings, and honour fol-
lows in the track of the golden-footed. It probably is not worse now than it
has been in the past, nor worse here than it is elsewhere. ¢‘The seen and
temporal” is before us. It presses upon our attention. It scizes and drags
us along. And we love to be seized and dragged. Nay, we run, we rush along
this way, for the nature within us answers to the nature around us, and the
two are joint workers of the wish and will to find all good here and now.

But we all have also a moral nature. Conscience is not only in us, but of
ve. It is while we are and where we are. And while it exists it is alive.
While it lives it acts. Its voice .may seem to have died quite away. There
are the loud and clamorous voices of passion. But the whisper of conscience
can be heard amid the uproar of aliens. Its whisper is not its own, but the
whisper of God’s moral law, and that whisper is mightier in authority than the
thunder of all laws beside. Man’s moral nature lives, and he who degrades
bimself has a sense of his degradation. He hears in his nature an undying
protest against his character. The protest may be resisted, but it remains a
testimony of God in man t> both the worth of man and the worthlessness of
such a man’s life,

God’s written word is at one with man’s moral nature, and at war with his
sin. It is God, coming to man from without and meeting God within, God
without co-operating with God within to clear man of his own plague, and
hold him fast in righteousness. The whole Bible testifies of Christ as the
Righteous One, and does its utmost to rivet upon him the reader's gaze. And
no man ever looked steadfastly into that face and failed toth to see ‘the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,” and also
to be ‘‘changed into the same image from glory to glory.” Bring together
all the published works on" moral science, all the moral tales and the well-
wrought homilies, pile them up together as mountains of dry leaves, and set
them on fire. They burn., They are gone. The Bible remains; and in it not
only the science, but also the living and life-giving spirit of morals. There

can be no sound moratity apart from the Bible, but where it goes and works, ‘

there is a manhood and womanhood clean and aweet, strong and symmetrical,

Christlike and Godlike. Where goes and works God’s word, there s~ honesty |

in business, purity in politics, and integrity in all things. As we love virtue,
therefore, we shall send abroad the Bible. .
But there is another and final reason for the work of this society which
overtops all the others. God’s word meets the wants of man's religious nature.
Such a nature we have. It belongs to us as men, and like our moral nature,
is not only in us, butof ug. We all have, we cannot but have, thoughts that
go beyoud, above, below, time, sense, this world, the universe. We are
children of God. In us is the child nature. But of such a nature the one
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deathless demand is the living presence of the loving Father. Go {o any
child in city or in country, and get from its being an answer to the question,

gone, if only house and furniture and grounds and surroundings remain, if
the loving, living presenco has forever departed, the howme has vanished.
This world is the dwelling-place of man, man’s house. It is a great, grand,
beautiful, wonderful house. But it neither is nor can become our home, And
if atheistic scientists conld succeed in their attempts to warn Almighty God off
these premises, and to banish him from the universe, the human heart would
soon find and feel itself an orphan—homeless—a prisoner imprisoned, around

deaf, dead, immovable. _The universe is our home while the presence of the
holy, heavenly, eternal Father fills it, and the child everywhere feels the pre-

man can climb up into heaven of heavens, to his secret dwelling-place, on the
down by his Spirit and his Son, speaking to usfacs to face, making his per-

sence to shine upon us through all the pages of holy writ, and there join-
“1g his life to ours for time and for eternity. And so wherever the Bible

Christ. ,There 1s heard in the family and in the social circle tae song of
praise and of hope from hearts full of unspeakable peace and joy. The voices
of little children, of those bowed and furrowed with age, and of all hetween,
join together in a common fellowship of a common life and love. And there,
too, when death comes, in whatever form, the eyes of the dying have in them
a light not of earth, and death is conquered even before it is encountered,
for, saith Jesus, ‘* Whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die.”
Then send abroad God’s word, for it carries with it God’s life. ‘It is the
power of God unto salvation unto every one that believeth.”

Bible Society Mecorder.

TORONTO, 1st APRIL, 1838.

BOARD MEETINGS.

The regular monthly meoting of the Board was held on Tuesday evening,
17th January, Mr. James Brown in thechair. After the opening devotional
' exercises and reading of the last minutes, a report from the Secretaries on
! snndry applications for grants of Scriptures was presented and adopted.

A report from the agency and Colportage committee was also presented |

{ and approved. The Depository’s Cash accou., the statement of Cash bal-
ances, the schedule of Colportage, and list of gratuities for the month of
December were all read and approved, and the Rev. A. F. McGregor closed the
| meeting with the benediction.

Tuesday, 21st Fobrnary, the Board met as usual this evening at 7.30

{

|

Ll

What constitutes for you n home ? Is it house and furniture and grounds and -
surroundings? No, not these. Home is the mother’s heart, speaking in the
sweet-toned voice, the affuctionate eye, the untiring care. And if mother is -

it only the cold masonry of natural law, of physical force, eternity blind, .

sence. Lose this and it censes to be home. God knew and knows that no °

ladder of his own good works, or on the stairway of the stars, znd so he came

goes there springs up and grows the filial trust in God as revealed in Jesus
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o'clock, Mr. James Brown in the chair. Afterthe usual devotional exercises,
the following resolution in refevence to the death of the Rev. Dr. Wood was
submitted by the Senior Honorary Secretary and approved, with instructions
that a copy be sent to Mrs. Wood:—"

Resolved—Again, it is our sad duty to record the death of one of our
number—the Rev. Enoch Wood, D.D., Senior Vice-President of this society,
who was called to his rest on Tuesday, the 81st day of Japuary last, in the
85th yearof his age and 62nd year of his ministry, after a painful and pro-
tracted illness which he bore with great patience and Christian resignation.

He was called to the ministry in the Methodist Church in the year 1826,
became a member of this board and was elected Vice-President in 1849, and
from that date till the period when he waslaid aside through physical suffer-
ing, he took alively interestin its affairs, and exercised, especially in its early
history, a great influence in its behalf.

The deceased Divine was among the early missionaries who were sent out
to this country from the old land. He arrived first in New Brunswick id the
year 1829, where he labored for eighteen years, and removed to ‘Toronto in
1847, at a critical period of the history of thus country, and for fifty-nine
years moved through these colonies as;a preacher of Truth and Righteous-
ness. A man singularly honored of God and esteemed by men.

Dr. Wood was personally known to only a few of the present members of
this board; growing infirmities inseparable from prolonged years having
caused his complete retirement, which continued for about seven years prior
to his death ; but those who were intimate with him felt that *“to know him
was to love him.” He was a man of great tenderness—singularly kind and
gentle. He occupied positions of honor and responsibility in the church of
his choice, having been for & long period Superintendent of missions,
and havihg filled the conference presidential chair for nine years {seven
years consecutively ), during which he became distinguished as an able ad-
ministrator and wise counsellor. His death removes one of the most faithful
and energetic Christian workers from the field of toil. From life’s meridiau
and even down to uear its close, he was the subject of sore bereavement,
through which he was graciously sustained, and the gathering shades of
life’s eventide were beautifully illumined by the light of a steadfast Christian
faith. This board desires to tender to his sorrowing widow and family its
sincere expreSsions of sympathy in this hour of their deep affliction, and
prays that the ahounding consolations of Divine Grace may bs supplied to
them, while they look wrward to that glad morning, when the sorrows of
the past shall be but “ as a dream when one awaketh.”

A report from the Joint Committee on Agency and Colportage in Mani-
toba and the North-Vest Territories was submitted and approved.

The following resolution concerning the departure of the Rev. P. McF.
McLeod, one of the directors, to take up his residence in Victoria, B. C., was
unanimously agreed to:—

“That this meeting desires to place on record its appreciation of the inter-
est and work of the Rev. P. McF. McLeod, for this Upper Canada Bible
Society, its regret at his departure, and its hope that the Divine Blessing
may accompany him to his new field of labor.” ’ :

A report from the Agency and Colportage committes, on the general work
of agency and Colportage during the past month, was read and approved.

A letter from Mrs. Nelles was read, thanking the Board for its expressions
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of gympathy on the occasion of the death of bher husband the Rev. Dr.
Nelles.

A grant of fifly Bibles was made to the Prisoners’ Aid Association.

The Permanent Secretary reported the donations to this society of fifty
dollars from Mr. James Robinson, Toronto, and fifty dollars from Mr. Hugh
Ross, of Ripley. On motion, both were elected life-members of the society.

The routine business having been disposed of, the meeting adjourned
after benediction, pronolinced by the Rev. A. F. McGregor.

The usual monthly weeting was held on Tuesday evening, the 20th of
March, at 7.30 o’clock, the Rev. J. G. Mauly in the chair. The Rev. A.
Gilray read from the Secriptures and led in prayer. A report from the
Agency and Colportage Committee was submitted and approved. The ar-
rangements for the annual sermon and meeling were considered, and a
committee struck to carry them out, and also to secure the attendance of
speakers. -

A letter was read from the Rev. Dr. John Hall, of New York, dated 3rd
of March, consenting, D.V., to preach the anniversary sermon and ad-
dregs the annual general meeting, on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 8th and
9th of May next.

The routine business was proceeded with, and the meeting adjourned after
| benediction by the Rev. T. W. Campbell.

~

THE BIBLE A CENIURY HENCE.
FROM AN ADDRESS BY BISHOP J. F. HURST.

Hawthorne says a woman’s face is never so beautiful as after her soul has
passed through a great struggle. Our Bible will have passed through its great
struggle, and how beautiful will be its face ! Many of these dark passages
will have lost their perplexity. Years ago we used to pore over words relat-
ing to slavery, and wonder at their confusion. That is now all past. We
read the letters plainly now, for they are writtenin gold and blood. Grant’s
sword and Lincoln’s pen, and God's golden scales of even justice to guide

make inquiry about the character of the sacred wines—what kind of wine it
was that the water was converted into at Cana of Galilee, and whether it was
really wine which Paul gave Timothy liberty to drink. When no man who
advocates the manufacture or sale of intoxicating drinks will have the effront-
ery to ask for public office in these coming brighter days, and when each
party will hold up the cup of cold water, and declare that it never did hold
up anything else ; &nd when the American saloon shall be rent asunder, one
half falling into the Atlantic and the other half into the Pacific, to be tossed
about and rent asunder by the mad tides of all the seas, ti.en the exegesis of
that biblical question will be settled for ever.

Shall our descendants, when they take up this Bible, find the Pen-
tateuch eliminated ; the second half of Isaiash put after Daniel ; Job
made the beginning of the Canon ; Hebrews banished ; John’s Gospel de-,
clared spurious, and the Book of Revelation only a romantic myth? No.
I When we shall have passed away, and our names will be well-nigh forgotten,

them, have proven a perfect oxegesis for the knotty question. We now |

o’
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and those who enter upon the study of theological science shall go out upon
foreign missions, and open the Bible, and read the sacred books to the
people, it will be found that the number is just the same. It will begin as
now : “‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth,” and it will
end just as now : ““‘T'he grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.” And between those two passages not one word will be lost. It
will have endeared itself anew to millions of the world's toiling populution.
New hymns will have been inspired by it, and have taken their swestest
melody from it. New rules of interpretation will have been written, to make
clear the sacred words Hearts, which defy all arithmetic to number them,
will have feasted on its promnises, lived on sublime faith in them, and have
gone home to their reward with the words of holy writ upon their lips, as
they went out from the vale of tears into the blessed land where they sing
one song and speak the one language of the blood-washed and triumphant.
All the lauguages of the world, will, I suspect, iv less than a century, have
been reached, and the Bible translated into them. Where will be our Bible !
You might as well ask, Where will Gibraltar be to-morrow morning? or,
Where is Bunker Hill Monument to-day ? or, Where will God’s sun be a
century from now! No, there are no analogies which our eyes see, on i~
fairest field, or in the most distant horizon to express its power., The Bible
alone can state its own immortality : *‘ The grass withereth and the flower
thereof fadeth, but the word of our Lord endureth for ever.”

‘ PECULIARITIES OF THE BIBLE.

This is a great subject, on which we cun only now touch. But it seems
obvious, that if left to themselves, the sacred writers would have been im-
mensely more voluminous. A thin, short pamphlet, that one can slip into
his vest pocket, contains all that the four evangelists gave to after ages of the
life, the work, the doctrine, of Jesus. Why only four writers, when eleven
aithful apostles hung upon his lips, and seventy commissioned disciples cculd
cach have added his ray of cross light to the full illumination of those amaz-
ing and momentous scenes? How came the four to touch so small a portion
of what he wrought and taught? Thirty parables and forty miracles out of
an uncounted number—surely such severe abstinence can be nothing less
than divine! Think of the big thick books which tell, and retell, and tell
again, what our common (little) great men do and say ! Think of the British
Museum, with a hundred thousand volumes, or so, of biography ! Think of
the tons of congressional reports every year printeC, of committees raised to
investigate this and that. Yet here, where the world was waiting, and all
times and nations were to be interested, and instructed and saved, you have
it all in your vest pocket—and room to spare ! This is not like men.

Nor ig the manner of the record a human manner—so simple, calm, concise,
without superlatives, when dealing with supernal matters. The tone so jn-
dicial, the language so quiet, even when the most awmasing, the awfulest,
things were done. He touched the bier ; the widow’s son sat up ; he began
to speak ; the Lord delivered him to his mother ; and all feared and glorified
God. Seven lines tell the whole story ; and there are two adjectives, one of
which describes the man as * dead,” and the other as ¢ young.” Look at
the most wonderful scene of ail—the raising of Lazarus. He cried with a
| loud-voice ; and he that was dead (and corrupted) came forth, bound hand
and foot with grave-clothes; and his face v vapped in a napkin ; Jesus said,
‘“ unloose him, and let him go ;" then many of the onlooking Jews believed,
but some went to the Pharisees and told them. Six lines and aot one adjec-
tive! Could anything go beyond this ?

For eighteen of the most important and interesting years of the Iife of the

Lord—after He was twelve, and before He was thirty—we have just one ‘
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verso of one line, and a single additional word. Luke says He increased in

wisdom and stature, and favour with God and man, and Mark calls Him the
¢ carpenter.” So for those three times six years we get but these hints of

quiet, wholesome, steady growth in bodily, mental and spiritual vigour, and
of faithful and increasingly skilful industry at the trade of his mother’s hus-
band. This is absolutely all; only that we may reason’ back from the lan-
guages which He spake and understood, and from other obviously actual at-
tainments, to the inference of studies which must have filled and busied
those years. .

How different from all this would have been the wisdom of the world-—~as
we can see in the Apocryphal Gospels which were plentifully written | There,
in place of this divine and quiet simplicity, we have a blaze of repulsive pro-
digy. Many marvels they report of Him, indeed, that were simply puerile :
as that He carried water in His robe ; that He would pull out a short board
to make it long enough for a larger place ; that He wculd mould sparrows

from clay and make them fly by clapping His hands ; that He would throw a

heap of clothes into a dyer’s vat, and pull them out red, or green, or blue, or
any liked colour. Others are cruel if not blasphemcus: as that He turned
His playmates intc kids ; or struck dead with a curse boys who had angered
Him. Only ove of them all fails to be utterly intolerable, and that—from
the Arabic Gospel of the Infancy—depicts Him as assembling all the young
men as if He were their king; their strewing their garments on the ground
for Him to sit upon ; then putting a crown of flowers upon His head, and
compelling every passing boy to pay Him revereuce. And, surely we all
must be glad that this is an Apocryphal Gospel and not a real one,

We may indeed, without violence, apply Paul’s words to describe this,
and as he did, say that our glorying is that in holiness and sincetity of God,
not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, the sacred writers.spake from
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.—2"%he Congregationalist.

INCIDENTS IN THE WORK OF BIBLE DISTRIBUTION.
8Y DR. ISAAC G. BLISS,

A year or two ago a Greek merchant in one of the larger towns of North-
ern Macedonia, bought several Bulgarian Bibles of a colporteur, and put
them in his store for sale. A few months after, two Bulgarians, brothers,
came from a distant village to this town to make various purchases, Ias-
sing from shop to shop in search of the articles desired, they came to the
store of the Greek merchant, where they obtained what they needed. As
they were leaving, the merchant said : “ I have some Bulgarian books which
are said to be of great value. If you buy one you will prire it highly.” He
then showed them the bible. The brothers examined it carefully, and
were greatly pleased, and asked the price. The Greek Lad watched their
countenances as they examined the bock, and was sure that they knew
nothing of the price at which it was sold by the colporteurs. He therefore
ventured to ask an exorbitant sum, several times the ordinary price. The
brothers bought the book, took it home, read it with great interest and
showed it to their priest, who was much pleased. After a little they per-
suaded the priest to read from it in the church on Sabbath. This he did,
wmuch to the edification of the people.

This incorruptible seed of the word found lodgement in good soil, and be-
gan to germinate. All went well in that village until the bishop of the pro-
vince came around on his regular visit. Learning what the priest had done,
he reprimanded him severely, and told him and thec people that i such a
thing was again done in the church he would anathematize all in the village.
The two brothers had read altogether too much from the divine word, and
were too much interested in its teachings to give up the book, even at the

e e e o e e e e e e e . e e o et ot | . e - =




R P PR

Jir oo

10 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

call of the bishop. Many of the people were also in deep sympathy with
these brothers. The result of the entrance of this copy of the Bible into
tlllat village is that a very interesting work of grace is nowin progress in that
place.

Not many months ago a family of Bulgarians from a village near Samakov
moved into that city for a brief residence. A Protestant neighbor became
quite ill soon after, and the mother of the family proffered assistance in the
care of the sick man. He had his Bible near his bed, and read out of it as
he was able, and often spoke of it to the woman, telling her what treasures
of good things the Bible contained. Sometimes he read to her, and she
listened attentively, and soon desired to read herself. The result was a
radical change in her views and conduct. Her family noticed the change
and taunted her with being a Protestant. She, however, remained firm and
true to her new convictions. Her husband and his mother became severe
and oven violent in their persecution of the poor woman. Various priests
and the bishop visited her, and made unsuccessful efforts to persuade her to
give up the reading of the Bible and return to the old church. They then
Jersuaded the husband to take his wife and whole family back to their village,
hoping thus to win her back to the «ld pr’Ls, but the villagers were indig-
nant that a Protestant Bible reader should be brought among them, and ere
long they insisted that the woman be driven forth from their village. The
husband and his mother joined in this, and the poor woman was obliged to
go. She went immediately to Samakov, rejoicing to be counted worthy to
suffer for Christ. Friendsreceived her and provided her with means to earn
her bread. Not many days elapsed eve.the village teacher came to intercede
with her to change her course. She told him that she was ready to do any-
thing but give up her Bible and her Saviour. Soon the husband and his
mother came for her, saying : ¢ Why should so good a wife and mother not
be at home with her children when she had no cther fault than reading some-
times out of a book that she so much loved ? It was surely a good -book, for
tLo more she read it the better wife and mother she became.” The familyis
now united and happy, and the Bible is honored. and loved by all.

REASONS WHY THE BIBLE SOCIETY SHOULD BE SUPPORTED.

Dr. Vaughan, the Dean of Llandaff, recently presented six reasons why
the British and Foreign Bible Society should be supported. We reproduce
them, as given in the Monthly Reporter, because they are also reasons why
our own Bible Society should be supported :

1. Inanage of combinations it sets the example of an entirely disinterested
combination for entirely spiritual purposes. I know of no society of which
this can be said with greater truth.  In an age marked by combinations—
from strikes upwards—it is a great thing that there should be combinations
for God and for truth, and X challenge contradiction when I say that it is a
disinterested combination. It enlists the spontaneous labors of a multitude
of workers. It is not only disinterested, but philanthropic ; and not only
philanthropic, but directed altogether to spiritunl purposes.

2, It usurps no doubtful province, removes no landmarkaof church or con-
gregation, but occupies a ground entirely safe as well as comprehensive. A
soctety of this kind might be suspected of a tendency to form itself into a
sect ; but it does not. It occupies a broad ground on which all churches
wey meet, without ,any fear of treason to their otw.n church, or in any way
trenching upon the province of the divinely appointed instructors. The
oftice of the society is not, directly speaking, to instruct, but to furnish the
pabulum of all instruction—to spread everywhere that without which the in-
structor talks in vain ; it is to make it possible for the various churches to

teach.
3. It asserts liberty to use God’s light and air ; maintains the right, duty,
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respongibility, inevitableness, of private judgment ; but it spreads a xevela-
tion which is order, not license. ‘‘It asserts liberty !” Yes ; that liberty
which God has intended to be as free to us as His own light and air. 1%
asserts what is sometimes called the right, but which is more properly des-
cribed as the duty, of private juigment—a duty which involver & great res-
ponsibility. I know of no responsibility equal to that of the exercise of private
judgment in matters of religicn. If you submit yourselves to the authority
of one pope or twenty popes, that suhmission is itself an act of private judg-
ment ; and L know of no exercise of private judgment more daring or more
criminal than that which decides to give into the keeping of another con-
science-keeper that conscience for which God has made each individual man
responsible. While 1 assert the right, the duty, the responsibility, the in-
evitableness, of private judgment, I say that the office of this socic.y is to
spread a revelation which is order, and nof license. The Bible teaches no
socialism and no comraunism. The liberty which the Bible offers encourages
no such use of it as could be dangerous either to religious or civil order.
ghg ,Bib]e rule is, ¢ Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of

O . i .

4. This society is on the side of human progress, the lands ot the Bible
being notoriously the lands of light and growth. ¢ On the side of human
progress 1 Ts there any one person here present who wishes that the world
of thought or of science should stand still, and say it has reached its terminus?
I trust not ; I trow not. We are for progress ; when progress stops, existence
stops. We have an opportunity, within the lizits of one small country, of
comparing districts which have the Bible tnth districts which have it not.
I venture to appeal to every traveller in Switzerland as to which cantons
there are those of light and pregress—those in which the Bible is free, or
those in which it is chained?

5. This society bears witness to a Christianity within and above< all shapes
and forms of ecclesiastical orgamization, without which Christianity itself
could never -a the religzion of all nations. The society recognizes to the full
existing differences of forms and creeds, but it says that wijthin all church
systems there isa decp-lying unity, which makes the gospel the voice of God
to the heart of his creatures, and without which Christ himself could not be
the desire of all nations.

6. This society is the handmaid of all churches in that work of evangeliza-,
tion which is the condition of the perpetual presence. All churches have to
turn to this society for the implements of their evangelization. Is it quite
£air for these to say, when using the British and Foreign Bible Society all the
time, that there is something lacking, either to the completeness of its shape
or to the shade of its complexion ?

e ——— = et ———— - o

IF you cannot give away any books, I believe you do a good work when
you sell them, or give money to help to produce them cheaply. If you can-
not afford a whole Bible, something is done when a portion is given away or
a Gospel isleft in a cottage. You can never tell what may come of a single
portion of the word of God—aye, of a leaf of it. Instead of regretting, as I
bave heard some do, that Bibles are sold for waste paper, and goods are done
up in them, I am glad that it should be so. I admire the enterprise of
Andrew Fuller, and seme others long ago, who printed hymus upen papers
which were to be used in the sale of cottons and other small wares. They
gave those papersto tradesmen that they might do up their goods in them.
So long as the truth does but travel, it does not matter how. If you can
place the Bible where men may read it, who kuows what may result? I
knew a friend who, in purchasing his tobacco, found it done up in a passage
of the word of God, and by tho perusal of that portion became a converted
man.—C. H. Spurgeon.
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Tue Ever Fresir PArADISE.—A boy came to buy a” Gospel. We gave
him St. Luke’s, and turning to the parable of the Prodigal Son, we asked
him to read it. After he had read it, he told us in his own words what he
had read, and we explained it. The next-day he came for another Gospel,
and the catechist gave him St. Matthew’s. He came back to the tent soon
after, and said : .

I don’t like this. 1 should like one the same as I had before.”

““Why would you like one the same 1 we asked.

“T touk the one I bought before,” he said, *‘and read the story you point-
ed out to me to a man in the village. It was so nice that he wanted the
book, so I s0ld it to him, and I want another for myself.”

It is a fine instauce of the Bible winning its way by its own power.. There
is something in that parable which seems to commend it to the human heart,
no matter in what language it is written.—Rev. C. Montfort, Nasik, India.

““Take ur THE BOOR, AND READ.”—St. Augustine was once in great
doubt and trouble. He had a dream in which he dreamt that after he had
tried all philosophy, and could find no real peace, no real wisdom in any
book, he thought he heard some one say, ‘¢ Tolle, lege,”—*¢ Take up the
Book, and read.” He took up the Gospels and read them, and found they
were the books which he wanted, and that tvisdom was to be found there.

RECEIPTS FROM BRANCHES AT THE BIBLE SCCIETY) HOUSF,__
TORONTO, FROM 1sT JANUARY TO MARCH 31st, 185S.

DR R R LI

A vy argres..

L =3

On Free CoN-.(IBUTIONS.
Purchase
Account. | T. C. | B. & F. |Sundries.
B. S. B.S.

Acton

Alberton

Aldborough

Alton

" Amherstburg .

Amherst Ieland 40 tiieniiiann 9 41 582 300 (1) 4 00
- Auncaster [ O B9 leeecieaeaoceaaiiieeninaan
Appin do ceiiiiianen. 12 35 19 33 19032 ...
Armnow do .eieiiiinnn. 2 06 17 00 1600 |.oee......
Arthur [+ [+ TN P, 2240 ieiiiiiaifeenannanns
Ashburn 4« T PO 1725 fooiiiiiifenaaaiias
Ashfield (1[N PN 3275 2000 {.... .....
Atwood do ceeeiiinnns 2 42 9500 foeiiieiii]ienaninnas
Aurora [0 N [ 4066 ! 3000 |..........
Avening and Creemore do  cooeevviaiiiieniiaiannn: (I3 R
Ayten [+ (U ., 16 33 VAT U P
Baltimdre ° [ J 1820 ... (2) 34 00
Bayfield L . 465 [ceeveiiifiiiiniis
Beamsviile A0 ceeiiiinire cerecaeean S$65 ; 86 |..........
Beeton 13 (Y T 2216 ; 2216 J..........
Bervie 14 ( Y S 00 1743+ 1742 Jeeeeaaae
Beverley 2L 31 50 3125 |.oeeennn.
Bloomficld Pt 0 J P S50 i e
Bloomingdale [+ [ S F5 RN E O PN
Bluevale [ TP GO0 eeeioieinifinnnnnnnnn
Blythe Ao ceieeiiianann 23 04 L7 SR T - T OO
Botany Ao ceceiiiennne 13 00 20 00 OO f.oooaaoeen
Bracebridge Ao cieeiinianan, 10 00 4620 ... bl

(1) To Building Fund.

(2) To Quebee Auxiliary.
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RECEIPYS AT THE BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE.—Continucd.

~ .
! Free CONTRIBUTIONS.

n
Purchase
Account. | U. C.

Sundries,
B.S.

B. & T.
B. S.

Brampton
randon
Brantford®

Breslau
Brighton
Brucefield
Brussels
Burford
Buxton
aistor
Caistorville
Caledonia

Calgary (N.W.1".)

ambray
Camilla
Camlachie

Campbell’s Cross
Campbeliford
Campbellville

Campdcn
GCartwright
Castleton
Chatham

Chatham Township

Cheltenham

Cherry Valley

Chesley

d
Chesterfield and Ratho 4

Clarcmont
Clifford
Clinton
Cobourg
Colborne
Coldsprings
Collingwoad
mber
Copetown
Corinth
Corunna
Crediton
Dercham -
Deseronto
Dover
Downsview
Drayton
Dresden
Dundas
Durham
East Oxford

East Williams

Fglinton
Ermondville
Elimville
Limwood
Elora
Ewhro
Yamiskillen
Jramosa

77 50
97 15
100 00
24 75

(1) To Building Fund.

(2) To Quebes Auxiliary.
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RECEIPTS AT THE BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE.—Continued.
* FreE CONTRIBUTIONS.
On
Purchase
Account. | U. C. | B. & F. | Sundries.
B.S. B.S.
Erin PBranch
Etobicoke, North do
Itobicoke, Svuth do
Fenella do
Fenclon Falls do
Yergus do
Fingal do
Fordwich do
TForest do
Fort Chipewyan Depos.
Fullarton Branch
Garafraxa do
Garden Island do j
Glammis do |
Glanford do ;
Glenallan do ;
Glenarm do :
Gorrie do .5
Grafton do
Grand Valley do
Grimsby do
Guelph {do
Hampton do
Hastings do
Hespeler; do
Hibbert do
Highland Creek do
Hillsburgh do
Holland T.anding Depos.
ope Branch.......... N FTUO 5664 leeeiiiiiiferannnnnn.
Humber Summit [+ Y P, 16 10 1610 |..........
Ingerso do ..cieiennn.. 30 05 100 G0 10000 J..........
Jnnerkip [« (- J FI 19 88 1988 ... ...,
Jerseyville [ 1> S R, (13525 2 P DO
Keene L (T 7 S0 T582 Moiiiiiiiiidevinnant,
Kincardine [ (U P B0 | 2500 |..........
Kingston [ U P 100 00 | 121 67 {..........
Kinlough [ U S F, b5 020 T P PO
Kinmount Depos. ...een.en... 400 |oooaoo.... EERTPEPPes PP e
Kintore Branch...ooooeiiid i, 1500 ! 1200 ((1) 300
Kintyre [+ J U I 2000 1 2000 { .........
XKirkton [ 1 O P 2500 ... ciiiifeeiiiinas
Lakefield [c [+ S 4 37 9000 ... eeeeaians
Lakelet [ (- 5 86 1300 |e.ooooiiec] cenenenn
Lakeside [ 1 T D 12 50 1250 feeeeeenn.. |
Lambeth (05 T P, 664 {.o. ciiiifoeaeans
Laskey [ (R F 30 65 3000 |.........n
Lindsay do cieeenennn.. $2 00 -5 (1) N P PR
TListowel do .iieiiinnen. a7 99 4000 [.......... 1) 250
Little Britain R 4276 Lo e |
Little Current Depos. . .ooevnnn.... F I PR ;
Londesboro’ Branch..... ...... 19 00 2500 loovooiiiiieareinnnes :
Tynedoch Ao cieiiinen.- 18 #4 74 00 3700 f.......... i
Macgillivray and Biddulph .......c...|ooiiio.... B . I O i
Magnetawan Depos. ™ ceeeinenn.. b1/ I PR O P :
Malton [ (S P 24 00 2300 {.... ..... :
Manchester [ 1 T P, 672 Joeevioiei]eeienennes !
Mara [ LT 4 06 1715 ..o doiaiene.
e |
(1) To Building Fund. :
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‘RECEIPTS AT THE BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE.—Confinued.
On Freg CONTRIBUTIONS.
Purchase
Account. U, €. { B. & F. | Sundries.
. B.S. B.S.
Markham 1000 , 4000 2000 l..........
2armora Depos. 312 ...l B PP
Meaford 22 . 2 U N
Medonte 0 0 sieeeniieniifeceiiennnn 320 { ceveieiiitiniiniiian
Melrose ~ cdo .....eioiiiifevenienann B F: 3 (1 I PSRN PO
Mildmay 33 82 1342 |ooeeiaiidenient,
Milford™ Ao aeeeenienii e 110 |o.ooiei o,
Billbrook ™ @0 eeieeeniiiii i 16 00 1600 {..........
Milton 158 fooien oo il
Milverton S5 00 180 feeeeveviidoannannnn.
Minesing 158 378 Joeveeveeifoinnnnnnnn
Molesworth vveeen 22 76 4551 f..........
Mono Mills 14 76 30 00 2800 J..........
Moorefield - 17 93 1600 f.oeeiiiiiiininannns
Mooretown 501 R S PO
Moosamin ~ do ... eeeiiinnns L 35725 N PP P
Moose Jaw  d0 .iieiiniidiiieianany 490 jooiii i,
Morriston 4 48 1453 {..o.ooon o eeiiiaann
Mount Albert ~ do ............l.... ...l 2700 1eeeeieeeii]eoeennennn
Mount Forest =~ do .. ... . . feeeeennen. 13 75 BT jeeeennnn.
Mount Pleasant(Brant)do ............|-ceceeeen. 4520 (..ol
Nanticoke do e B R IET S NS BN
Napanee [0 T SO 400 oo,
Nassagaweya do ciiieia.l. 4 46 5540 feereeiieidiiiiiiiiis
Newecastle [« (I PO 17 50 17 50 }..........
New Durham 4o ...i........ G 98 2686 | o caeieifeeiiaaann.
New Hamburg do iiiiiiiiiifeeereenes 50 S0™ fon weeiiifeeainnnnn,
Newtonville (4 1 TN PO 1800 f..oeviiii ceinnnnn
New Westminster,B.C.do ............ 30 00 2000 {...ccoeideenennn.n.
Niagara [« (P PPN 93 00 4000 |........ Ve
Niagara FallsSouth do ............]ceeeeeen.. 92 65 Jeeeernaeaa]erennannnn
North Bruce e I RN PR I R R,
North Sydenham do ............ ... 2011V I P P
Oakville [ I5 69 Jeerr cevidecneinaniideaaianann.
QOakwood do ............ 7 52 28 57 feeee ciiider cianae
Omemee (<1 I 5 31 4169 Joiioeniiideaiaannn
Oneida ¢ LT R 29 00 2900 f...c.....-
Owen Sound do ............ 811 [oeieinn..n 3000 f{..........
Paiuswick [< 1 R PR 913 Joeeeieideeeniaaa,
Paisley do ........lL.. 10 00 23 00 200 ... ...
Pahnerston (< (N A 6600 [..oeveevifeennannn,
Parkdale do ............ 24 29 $6 60 4300 |..........
Parkkill do ... ....... S 00 5000 {eeeeeniiiifeaninaanns
Penetanguishere 14 U R (1 R PR
Percy do ............ 10 03 5946 [eeeeieenii]eeaninann.
Peterborough do ..evienn.... 26 28 65 00 6500 {..........
: Pickering [ (- R P 2240 fooiiiiiiideeieniaan,
Pine River and Amberley ..........oofeeeeeen... 1312 EE & 2 O
Port Albert Branch.....coooia bt 52823 N R (R
Port Elgin do ool 13 07
Prince Albert [ 3 95
Princeton G0 ieieiannnnn IR
Regina (N.W.T.) 7 3 S S
Richmond Hill [ 1 R, S 00
Ridgeway do ..iiiieeinl. 15 60
Ripley [ (U R,
Rosemont, B+ (R 230
Rockwood dO  ieiiiiieann 3 50

(3) To Ottawa Auxiliary.
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on Free CONTRIBUTIONS.
Purchase .
Account. ! U. C. | B. & F. | Sundries.
. ! B.S. B. S.
|

Rothsay Branch !
St. Ann's do H
St. Catharines do
Sarnia do
Scarborough do
Sebringville do
Selkirk do
Shakespeare do !
Shelburne do
Singhampton do
Smithville do
Sonya do
South Monaghan do
Springford do
Springville do
Stirling do
Strabane do '
Stratford do {
Streetsville do !
Sutton West do '
Teeswater do
Temperanceville do
Thamesville do
Thornbury and Clarksburg
Thornhiil Branch
Thornton do
Tilsonburg do
Tiverton do
Trenton do
Trowbridge do
Underwood do
TTnionville do
TUxbridge do
Veruonville do
Victoria (B.C.) do
Victoria Harbour Depos.
Waldemar Branch
Walkerton do
Walsingham Centre  do
Warsaw do
TWashington do
Waterloo do
Waterdown do
Wellandport do
West Essa do
West Flamboro’ do
West Lorne do
West Tilbury do
Whitby do
Whitewood (Man.) an
Wiundsor A do
Winnipeg (Man.) ,do
Winterbourne do .
Wondstock do 250 00 (1) 25 00
Wroxeter do- 30 00 1 ...... ceen
Zurich A0 ieiiiieene.t 3167 ¢ 21T laia..oiltoeieaalaes

—E To Building Fund. (4) To Montreal Auxiliary. (3) $15.00 to Building Fund,

and $20.00 to Quebee Auxiliary.
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