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EDITORIAL NOTES.

W issue, this month, 2 double num-
ber, in order to make room for the Com-
munications gf our Correspondents.

In these communications several sub-
Jects of interest and importance are dis-
cussed. We hope our readers will not
merely read them, but will think over
the statements and suggestions which
they contain, and act upon them. « Many
men, many minds.” By all means let us
have the other side of the medal in every
case. Any farmer who differs in opinion
from anything stated in our Journal will,
we hope, write to tell us his opinion, and
give the facts upon which it is founded.

Our correspondent Super-Phosphate,”
enquires “ What is our duty to the Farm-
er?” and.he tells us that our duty io the
farier is to SAVE OUR BoNEs. It is a
duty to ourselves, as well. | It is likewise
a duty to our country. Liebig has shown,
long ago, that a State that wastes its
bones and might-soil is sure to have a
hard fall, whena s]ippery season of famine

comes on. Let us save our bones, then.
Let us grind our bones to make our bread.
Let all the old dead cattle be sent to the
Mill, and ground into young and living
ones.

Our articles on the Principles of Vege-
table Anatomy and Physiology as applied
to Agriculture, we commend to the atten-
tion especially of farmers’ sons, who have
an ambitior to master the science of their
profession. A good Microscope is not so
expensive a toy as a fast horse, but how
seldom do we see the Microscope put
upon the table after tea, in 2 farm house
in Nova Scotia.

Our Colchester correspondent « A
FArMER,” has kindly furnished a second
article on the Causes of Degeneracy in
Stock. He takes up the Horse this time,
and we commend his remarks to the
serious attention of farmers. We hope,
likewise, that some of them will follow
his example, and give us the benefit of
their experience in r¢_ «d to the Im-
provement of Stock,

The abstract we give of Colonel Myers’

Observations of the Weather of 1866; will,
we hope, induce some farmers’ sons and
daughters to invest a dollar or two of
pocket-money ina thermometer, and send
us their observations for the Journal. If
the farmer and his family do not care
what kind of weather comes round, who,
then, is to care?

“One who has spent twenty-five years
cn the Farm” has sent us a clear and
comprehensive account of the Annapolis
System of Cheese-making. There is no
reason that we know of why the Anna-
por 5 system should not be practised over
the length and breadth of Nova Scotia.
Can any reader tell us why it is not ?

“W. C.” whom we perccive to be a
friend of the Horse, interests our readers
in the Horses Own Root, the White
Belgian Carrot. W. C.s article is pub-
lished at a timely secason, and will, we
hope, serve to increase Carrot culture in
the Province. '

The Dry Earth Closet System is dis-
cussed in u letter to the Colonist, which
we have transferred to our columns, with
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an explanatory note. The products of
these closets is just the material that is
wanted by our farmers as a top-dressing
for their grass lands.

« How now, Dame Partlet! the hen?”
Let us invite to a carcful reading of our
Poultry columns. Therein will be found
some excellent advice as to the kind of
fowls that suit amatewrs best, as well as
remarks on the best methods of manage-
ment, hatching, and fattening. But we
chiefly desire to draw attention to a new
organization that has come out in full
feather, and which, as its name indicates,

is of varied plumage,—the “ Dog, Pigeon,_

and Poultry Club.” We publish the rules
of the club, and the programme of the
prizes to be competed for at the exhibi-
tion in June. It embraces all kinds of
Feathered and Furred Poultry, Pigeons,
Singing Birds, Parrots, and even Do.. os-
tic Pets that have no story to tell. We
hope that our farmers, henwives, Poultry,
Pigeon, and Dog Fanciers all over the
Province, will enter cordially into the
scheme, and' so contribute to the show as
to make it creditable to themselves and
to those who have taken so much pains
in getting it up. The annual subscription
of Members 15 one dollar, and the prizes
to be given will be handsome. .

Within the last year or 50 we have had
a great many enquiries regarding the
breeds of Pigs. We print a short ac-
count of the “Chester Whites,” which
are highly valued in the United States.

A large portion of the present number
is occupied with Reports of the various
Agricultural Societies, organized under
the Board of Agriculture. We know
very well that it is difficult even for a
literary genius to convert Annual Re-
ports into light, pleasant reading. But
our Reports are none the less useful on
that account, and many of them are preg-
nant with suggestions of a valuable cha-
racter, from men who have made the
agriculture of the Province their study
for a lifetime. These Annual Reports
exhibit to the public the various ways in
which the Agricoltural Societies use
their own funds, and the grants-in-aid
that are given to them, in the furtherance
of agricitltural objects.

Field operctions in this month of April
will depend entirely upon the weather.
Every fine day should be taken advan-
tage of. Fences have tu be put in order

~—manure taken out—land clearved, and
frait trees pruned.  Morve air should be
given to cow-houses and stables. Cattle
do great damage to the grass fields if al-
lowed to wander over them in wet wea-
ther. In the garden, the hotbeds require
constant attention, currant and goosc-
berry bushes want pruning; and the old
canes of raspberries should be removed.
Take the coverings off strawberries, and
have them dug between the rows when
the ground is dry esough. ‘The Flower
Garden and Shrubbery should be dressed,
bushes and trees pruned and neatly
tied up where necessary, and the cover-
ings taken off climbers and tender plants.

PRINCIPLES OF VIEGETABLE ANA-
TOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY AS
APPLIED TO AGRICULTURE.

[ Continued.]

X. THE VEGETABLE CELL.

On the present occasion we shall briefly
consider the Vegetable Cell in its anatom-
ical aud physiological relations.

The material world consists of bodics
of two kinds,—Inorganic bodies, without
life (winerals and rocks), and Organic
bodies, which are endowed with life and
possess an organized structure, (animals
and plants). ‘These twoggroups possess
no characters in common save the uni-
versal properties of matter. Although
the term ¢ organic” originated in the pos-
session of special organs for the perform-
ance of functions, it has in reality a
wider and more definite meaning than
that would indicate. Since it has been
discovered that there are both plants and
animals which scarccly possess special
organs for the performance of different
functions, but that all plants and aunimals
are made up of tissues adapted for vital
action,—the existence of such tissues is
taken as the basis of organization. All
living bedies possess these vital tissues,
which are the apparatus of life ; they have
the power of assimilating dead matter
and converting it into their own living
substance; in this the growth of organic
beings consists. It would be beside our
preseut purpose to cnter upon a discus-
sion of the intensely interesting question
of the distinction between plants and
animals, which it would however be ne-
cessary to discuss before placing in a clear
light what science can offer as an abstract
definitivn of the plant. The animal and
the vegetable kingdoms are so closely
linked together, that “from man to the
primary animal and the vegetable cell,
there exists no gap in the realization of a
aencral idea upon which nature as a
whole is based” (Schmidt.) There are

no chemical chavacters whereby we can
separate the two kingdoms; respiration
aflords o definite distinetion 5 their modes
of reproduction merge into each other in
the lower organisms; and locomotion is
common to both animals and plants ; even
wany of the algwe which are fixed during
the progress of their development give off
spores which are furnished with delicato
cilia whose vibratory movements propel
the spore until it has found a suitable
resting place, whereupon its erratic life
ceases, and it grows up-into a plant with
no desire to change its fixed abode. We
can only define plants as organized beings
endowed with life and motion, but with-
out sensation and voluntary action.

The tissues above mentioned as com-
posing the substance of plants are so fine
that their peculinrities can ouly be seen
by the aid of a compound microscope. If
we make a cross section of the stem of o
growing corn plant or grass, or cut u
thin slice of « turnip or other succulent
root, we shall find it to present a2 honey-
comb appearance. The network therein
shown is a cellular tissne ; it presents the
appearance of a substance in which nu-
merous six-sided cavities have been made,
and this was the explanation given by the
carlier writers on Vegetable Anatomy.
By careful manipulation, however, it can
be shown that the membrane forming the
partitions between the cavities is double,
so that the tissue might be separated
into as many minute vesicles or bladder-
like Dodies as there are meshes in the

specimens. Iach of these vesicles is a
Cerr. Cellular tissue is so called because

it is composed of cells.

‘The primary form of the simple cell is
that of a globular vesicle composed of
solid membrane of cellulose; with fluid
aud solid contents. Tts form and struc-
ture are subject to great variation, ang, if
cells do not become converted into vessels
(or compound elementary organs), the
carly development of vessels is certainly
not appreciably different from that of
cells. According to Mohl, the sphere
wmust be regarded as the fundamental form
in which every freely developed cell first
appears ; its ultimate form depends upon
its ‘ndwelling laws of developwment, and
the influences exerted upon it in modify-
ing the expression of these by surround-
ing tissues. We accordingly find that
while cells are most frequently of a
roundel or oval form, they vary much in
shape according to their mode of arrange-
ment in the tissue and their special func-
tions. ¥or example when they occur in
the form of hairs on the plant’s surface
they are often drawn out into & conical
form; in the pitn of the rush, &c., the
cells are of a stellate form, an arravge-
ment which gives rise to numerous inter-
cellular spaces or air cavities. The sameo
object is effected more fully in the tissue
forming the pith-like substance of the

e
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paper reed of the ancients (Papyrus Si-
cula), a substance which was employed by
the ancients in the manufacture of paper
(some of the most ancient manuscripts in
existence being written on papyrus.) The
cells are arranged in & chimin-like form,
leaving large intercellular cavities Dbe-
tween, which are filled with air. Vegeta-
ble tissues when rendered soft and spongy
by such a free intermixture of air cavities,
become highly inflammable; the use of
the pith-like substance of rushes as lamp-
wicks is well known.

But it must not be understood that
when cells are of a rounded form, that
intercelinlar cavities always exist ; for the
cells are generally united together by an
intercellular substance, and even where
the cells of a tissue appear to be spherical,
they have often ilattened surfaces at all
points of contact with cach other, and
thus no intercellular cavity exists.

In the gase of many minute Algx
( Diatomacez, Desmidiacer, &ec.,) the
plant consists of a single cell; this is its
simplest form. In other algw, it consists
of cells arranged in a linear form giving
rise to simple or branched filaments, as
in Cladophora fracta, a minute plant
which has of late years appeared in such
quantities in Duddingston Loch as to
have seriously affected the beauty of that
fine picce of water in the autumn months;
the Town Council have waged war against
it, and it has been proposed to make the
most of the evil by converting the micro-
scopic plant into paper, for although un-
suitable for forming a pulp, its masses of
filaments may he pressed into a paper-
like substance. Itisin such simple plants
where there are few cells, and these so ar-
ranged that we can examine them in their
active state without injuring the tissue,
and without placing them in unnatural
conditions, that the history and develop-
ment of the cell is most easily traced. In
order, therefore, to understand the growth
of his farm crops, the farmer must turn
to those organisms which vegetate in the
form of green scum on stagnant pools, or
which float in masses of green filaments
in lakes and rivers. But the whole sub-
ject of cytogenesis must remain for future
discussion.

The size of cells is very variable in
different plants, but in all cases they are
very minute ; it is only in rare cases and
chiefly in the lower plants (alge) that
they are individually visible to the naked
eve. In » piece of cork, for example,
which is a cellular tissue, more than a
thousand cells have been counted in the
length of an inch. There are upwards
of three millions in a cubic inch of car-
nation leaf.

Cells, in their active condition, are thin
and Drittle, filled with juices, &e., and
have little eohesion ; and plants in their
carly stages consist for the most part of
this kind of tissue, hence iv their young

state, vegetables are soft, juicy and ten-
der.  When the plant increases in age,
and woody tissue is developed in its struc-
ture, it then acquires a firm and fibry
consistence. In age, therefore, many of
our culinary vegetables become coarse
and useless.  In many cases it is the ob-
Jjeet of cultivation to increase the develop-
ment of pavenchyma-cells in plants, and
thus arrest the development of the woody
tissue. In turnips and other esculent
roots this is encouraged hy rich soil and
gaod cultivation ; in fact the turnip owes
all its esculent value to the abnormal de-
velopment of parenchyma cells, the thin
wiry root of the wild plant containing its
normal proportion of cells.

While the cell is formed of a close
membrane of cellulose (Cye, g, Osp), 2
substarce permeable to tluid, but subject
to great variation in its physical proper-
ties, such as brittleness, viscosity, and den-
sity, and liable also to chemical variation,
there are various other matters contained
in the interior of the cell. In some cases
these occar in the form of 2 general in-
crustation over the inside of the cell
membrane, as the lignine of wood cells,
and the stone of stone fruits; but more
frequently deposited matter has a spiral
arrangement. Thus, in the w®rial roots
of epiphytal orchids we have cells with
fine spiral threads of lining matter wound
round the interior of the cell. In the
structure of vessels this is a conspicuous
deposit, the spiral vessels which form so
important a feature in the anatomy of
plants depending upon it.

In the young state of all cells we have
a membrane interior to the cellulose one,
which is called the primordial utrcle.
This is present in all actively vegetating
cells, and contains the proper cell con-
tents. ‘These are nucler (which are con-
cerned in cell development), starch, gum,
sugar, chlorophyll, and all colouring sub-
stances, oily, fatty, and resinous matters.

Stereh (Cye, 1o, Oio) is an important
substance contained in the vegetable cell,
whether we regard the part it plays in
the plant’s development, or the manifold
benefits it coufers upon man. It oceurs
in the form of minute colourless trans-
parent granules, which lie loosely in the
interior of the cell.

If we examine a thin slice of wheat
under the microscope it will be observed
that the cells are packed full of the starch
granules, while 2 few of the latter which
escaped, arc floating frecly on the ficld of
the microscope. By applying a drop of
tincture of iodine to such a preperation,
the starch granujes become of a deep blue
colour, while the other parisof the tissue
remain unaltered ; fodine is thus a ready
test for starch, so much so that it is not
necessary in mauy cases to use the micro-
scope to determine the presence of starch
in an esculent root ;s the sliced surface of

potato, for example, to which iodine is
applied, becomes of a decp blue colour,
indieating the great abundance of starch
in its tissue.

The structure and development of the
starch granule have formed the themes of
much learned discussion among vegetable
physiologists. * No substance has been
more investigated, and yet of which there
is less known than starch. Adfter the re-
searches of ten years, in the course of
which the most varied views have been
propounded on the nature of starch, and
atter all its characteristics as a proximate
vegetable substance have been discussed,
we are little or nothing in advance of the
old point of view ; and although we may,
perhaps, not be whelly without some
addition to our knowledge in secondary
points, we are still entirely without any
sound reasons to suppose that we have
arrived at the truth.”  In these words
did Poggendorf indicate the state of our
knowledge on this subject in 1847, and
succeeding observers have quoted his
words with a kind of gratification which
shows tle continued want of satisfactory
results.  Mohl says, * Observation has
not yet taught us anything concerning
the development of starch granules.”

The starch granule of the potato when
examined under a high power (say 260
diameters) presents the following charac-
ters :~—The granules appear in the form
of small, solid, but pellucid, more or less
ovate corpuscles. Towards the narrow
or pointed extremity of the corpuscle a
small round dot is seen ; this is the ¢ nu-
cleus,” and may be regarded as the or-
ganic centre of the corpuscle. This “nu-
cleus ” is encircled with numerous lines,
which at first pass concentrically around
it, but gradually become elliptical -and
eccentric. These are obvious appear-
ances presented by the starch granule;
let us see how its structure is explained.
Many views have been brought forward,
all more or less conflicting, but they have
been brought together by Mr. Busk in
these terms :—

1. According to one view the starch
granule is a vesicular body, the wall ot
which differs at all events in consistence,
if not in chemical constitution from the
contents.

2. In the other view the granule is
considered as a solid body, constituted
cither of a homogeneous substance, or
composed of concentric layers, deposited,
according to one set of observers, around
2 nucleus, either differing in its chemieal
nature from the layers around it (Frit-
sche), or not essentially different in that
respect (Endlicher; Unger). Schleiden
and gthers regard the nucleus as # minute
cavity or indentation.

The most satisfactory observations that
have recently been made on the vexed
question of starch, are those of Professor

9
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Allman,* who arrived at the following
results :—

1. 'Ihat the starch granule cousists of
a series of Inmellre in the form of closed
hollow shells, included one within the
other, the most internal inclosing a mi-
nute cavity, tilled with amorphous (?)
amylum ; that the concentric striwe visible
in the granule indicate the surfaces of
contact of these lamellze; and that the so
called nucleus of Fritsche corresponds to
the central cavity.

2. That while the lamella: appear to
be all identical in chemieal coustitution,
yet the internal differ from the external
in consistency or other conditions of in-
tegration.

3. That the order of deposition of the
lamellwe is centripetal,

4. That while the starch granule is
thus a lamellated vesicle, it cannot be in-
cluded in the category of the true vege-
table cell, from which it differs not only
in the absence of a proper nucleus, but
in presenting no chemical ditferentiation
between membrane and contents.

[ Z0 be continued.]

POULTRY BREEDING.

The improvement of our domestic
poultry has become one of the popular
movements in these days of agricultural
progress, aud almost universal in our.rural
economy. The movement is not confined
to that eminently useful individual to
whom we are acenstomed to look for our
eges and poultry supplies—the farmer’s
wife, but poultry amateurs have sprang
up everywhere. ‘There is scarcely o
% London Cit” who does not keep his
yard of poultry at his “ out-of-town resi-
dence.” This is highly commendable as
well as pleasing and useful. It is not so
much for profit that so many amateurs
are breeding poultry, as for the interest
and pleasure such engagements bring
with them. Many breeds of our poultry
are very beantiful in form and feather,
others are prized for their larger size and
stately appearance, others for the very
smallest of proportions and beauty, &e,,
so that all our breeds meet with patron-
isers, and their continuation and improve-
ment as distinct breeds are kept up. We
rejoice at all this. It is a course deserv-
ing of praise, and adds wealth and hap-
piness to the conntry. ow pleasant and
recreative at even it is for a busy « Cit,”
or a country town resident, to have a bevy
of such handsome and attractive birds to
command lis attention, and give him
health and quiet employment after the
close confinement at office, study, shop,
or counting-house during the day. To
my mind it is beyond comparison prefer-
able to cards, chess, and the many attract-

*Quarterly Jour. of Microscopical Science, ii., 163.

ive games and amusements of the parlor.
It is to these amateurs that I desire to say
& word or two on poultry breeding. Tt is
indispensable to success that you breed
from pure and good stock of whatever
-ariety of fowl you adopt. If your ac-
commodation for poultry is limited in ex-
tent, you should adopt the quict tribei,
such as do well in close confinement, 7. e.
the Cochin China, Bramah Pootra, or
Malay kinds. They will almost prosper
in a tea chest.  If space is plentitul you
arc independent, and may adopt any va-
rivty you like. The Dorkings are most
serviceable as a whole, both as Iayers and
sctters, and many specimens arc very
pretty, and for table fow] unsurpassed.
They will bear rather close confinement,
such as a small yard, and would roost in
a hogshead. The Game variety is very
handsome, and the qguality of flesh ex-
ceedingly good, but requires plenty of
room for its active habits. The pen-
cilled YIamburgs are the prettiest of our
farm-yard poulty, and the most prolific
layers, but are small and rather wild in
character. The Black Spanish are very
fine jet blacks, and lay the largest eggs
and many of them. “These are very at-
tractive to amateurs. The Black Polands,
with their large and handsome top-knots,
are just the fowls for gentlemen’s lawns,
noble and proud of carriage, they always
attract notice, and as a breed are of a
very useful character. The pretty little
Bantams are quite the ladies’ birds, per-
feet models of ponltry, and where amuse-
ment and recreation are chiefly prized,
arc the most pleasing of any kind to
adopt—the very kind to have—their com-
mon habits are so attractive, so fussy, self-
important, courageous and presuming,
that it is quite laughable to witness. The
Game Bantams are the prettiest of their
kind, and for beauty, symmetry, and plu-
mage, unequalled.  There have been of
late some other foreign sorts introduced
into the kingdom, but I would advise
sticking to our established breeds. The
Houdans, a French fowl, is probably
the best of the recent introduction. In
the management of poultry, considerable
attention and close watchfulness is requi-
site to good success, One cockerel to
eight hens is the recognized number to
keep for profit: more will entail much
and many extras. A hen under first-class
management will bring off three broods
in a year. Their nests may consist of
the simplest contrivance, to be about 15
inches diameter. Their coops, for the
hen and young chickens, should have
covered tops. Their food as inexpen-
sive as possible, or the profit will be
small, 7. ., potatoes hoiled and mashed,
mangolds cut into slices, cabbage,
greens, in moderation, corn of any kind
sparingly, and plenty of pure water.
If in confinement they must have grit
and lime. A little straw, upon which

grain may be thrown, is very conducive
to health in promoting much seratching.
In fafting, Darley meal is probably the
best food, mixed stifily. If troubled
with fleas use flour of brimstone. If
medicine is requisite, put charcoal, cam-
phor, or iron in their water. 0. 1.
—Gardencers® Chronicle.

THHE SEASON OF 1866 IN HALIFAX.

From Colouel Myers' valuable series of
daily observations made thronghout the
year 1866, and Iaid before the Institute of
Natural Science at last meeting, it ap-
pears that the coldest weather was in
January, the thermometer standing during
the night of the 6th and 7th, at 13° be-
low zero. 'The mean temiperature was
20°, being 2° Jower than that of 1865,
and 3° helow the average of that of the
preceding three years,

On the night of the Gth and 7th Feb,,
the thermometer indicated 7° below zero,
on the 8th the harbour was frozen. A
rapid thaw commenced on the 11th, and
the iee broke up on the 12th. The mean
temperature of the month was 25°, being
1° above that of 1865 and of the average
of the three preceding years.

The mean temperature of March was
80°, being 5° below that of 1865, but cor-
responding exactly with the average of
three preceding years.

Mean temperature of April 40°, same
as 1863, but 2° in excess of the average
of three preceding years.

May was characterized by cold back-
ward weather. DMean temp. 47°, being
7° below that of same month previous
year, and 10° below the average of the
three preceding years.

June—mean temperature 50°, being 2°
below that of 1865, but an exact average
of the three preceding years.

July, which was remarkable in the
United States for the long continnance
and intensity of heat, indicated 87° on the
13th as the highest temperature. Mean
temp. 61°, being 1° in excess of 1865, aud
1° below the average of three preceding
years. .

August exhibited a mean of 62°, being
1° below 1865, and 2° below the average
of the three preceding years.

September—mean temperature 58°—
being 1° above last year,uud the average
of the three preceding.

October was a beautiful month, very
favorable to farm work-—mean tempera-
ture 45° being 1° above 1865, and 2° be-
low tho three years average.

The month of November vas generally
fine till towards the close, when gales oc-
curred—mean temperature 88°, being 10°
below that of 1865, and the three years
average.

During December the ordinary winter
weather prevailed, with a sharp gale from
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the S. W. on the 23rd, and a heavier one
from the S. E. on the 27th. New Bruns.
wick and portions of the United States
appear to have suflered more from those
gales than Nova Scotia. Mean temp. 28°
being 4° above 1865, hind 2° abova the
three years’ average.

It was noticed as remarkable, in con-
nection with the temperature in January
and February, that although the harbour
of Ilalifax did not frceze over while the
thermometer was at 15° below zero in
January, yet it became passable on the
ice on the 8th February, 6th=7th of which
month the thermometer indicated but 7°
below zero. This was accounted for by
a combination of two causes being re-
quired to produce the result—a perfect
calm with a certain low state of the tem-
perature—without which the harbour of
IIalifax does not frecze.

PIGS.
ORIGIN OF CHESTER WIITES.

They originated about fifty years ago,
through the exertion of a number of pro-
minent and enterprising gentlemen of
Chester county. They imported, at great
expense, the best hogs to be found in
England, and other European countries,
and crossed them on the sows of Chester
county, from which have sprung a breed
of hogs whose reputation is world wide.
“I'his has only been accomplished by long
years of careful breeding. They endea-
vored first, by a wide selection and a
Jjudicious and discriminating coupling, to
obtain the type desired; and then, by
close breeding connected with vigorous
weeding out, to perpetuate and fix it.

IIaving been for the past twenty-five
years engaged in breeding Chester Coun-
ty White Pigs, N. P. Boyer & Co. are
enabled to ofter the best breed of Ifogs
in the United States, and challenge all
other breeders of stock Ifogs in the Unit-
ed States, to exhibit twelve pigs, from
one to twelve morths old, at the * Metro-
politan Saunitary Fair,” in New York;
cach breeder to deposit the sum of $500
or $1000 to be paid to the one that ex-
hibits the best stock. A committee of
seven persons to be chosen to decide on
their merits, and all the pigs to be sold
for the benefit of the Fair.

Their pigs have always taken the high-
est premium wherever exhibited. They
have all the good qualitics desirable in a
hog; they are quiet, kept easily, have a
good square form, decp and wide chest,
plenty of play for the lungs, very heavy
hams and shoulders, broad in the back,
short. head and legs, and without excep-
tic  always white; they readily fatten
while young or at any age, and will grow
to weigh trom 500 to 8001bs., at 14 or 16
months old. They will make more pork
in a given length of time, with 2 given
quantity of food, than any other breed of

hogs. We have had them to weigh 1280
1bs. at 21 months old.

The Chester white pigs are remarkably
free from diseases of cvery kind,  They
arc not attacked with hog cholera, o en
whero it is very fatal to other breeds.—
Stock Journal.

RUSTICS IN TROUBLE.

At Leeds, John Dalby, a farm servant,
summoned William Appleyard, a farmer
of East eswick, for refusing to supply
himn with suflicient wholesome provisions.
ITe engaged at £14 10s. per year, and
washing, and was to take charge of four
horses, and assist in ploughing. TWhen
he got to the place, he found, in addition,
ten cows to look after. Ilis bed had
sheets made from guano bags, and was in
an “apartment” stowed with corn ; he
was fed with large bard cakes, an inch or
an inch and « half thick, which, after hav-
ing been baked, were hung up on a cord
near the fire place. The only inmates of
the house were the ploughman and :he
farmer, and a blind couple 80 years old.
the parents of the latter; no domestic.
The house was filthy—the walls «black
bright;” no stockings washed, and only
one shirt all the time, The mattar was
settled by the farmer releasing his man,
and paying costs.

At Dumbarton, Mary Ann Stewart, a
young, strong-looking amazon, the wife of
a shepherd, near lauss, was accused of
snaring hares on the lands of Sir James
Colquhoun, bart. On pleadimng guilty,
was sent to prison for 15 days.

Mr. Sadler, Balnurick, had 40 sheep
killed or destroyed by a dog, which dog
was found ot the premises of Mr. McIsaac,
and belonged toone of his servants. M.
Sadler sucd McIsaae before the Perth
Sheriff Court. The defendant pleaded
that the dog was not his, but his servant’s;
but the Court held that it was not neces-
sary to prove ownership of the dog; any
one allowing a dog to harbour on his
premises is responsivle for his acts; and
accordingly Mclsaac had to pay $500
damages, besides expenses.  Let dog own-
ers and sheep farmers take a note of this.

TIIE DOG AND POULTRY SHOW.

The President ot the Dog and Poultry
Club requests us to state that Blembers
of the Club will have the privilege of
entering Poultry and Birds for competi-
tion at the June show. without the pay-
ment of any entrance fee. FPersons not
members may compete m paying a small
entrance fee for each pen.  Exhibitors will
provide their own pens. It is proi:able
that the Club will make some arrange-
ment for Dogs, and for these an entrance
fee will be charged from Members as well
as others.

Commaunications.
THE ANNAPOLIS SYSTEM OF
CHEESE-MAKING.

R—————

Written for the N. S. Jourral of Agriculture.

The average number of cows kept by
the cheese-makers throughout the county
of Amnapolis, varies from ten to fiftcen,
which are principally kept in granite pas-
tures too rough for cultivation, the grass
of which is much sweeter if the bushes
are not allowed to grow and shade the
ground. The cows are brought into the
yard about sunset, and milked, where they
remain until morning, when they are
again milked and turned into the pasture
about sunrise. A tub is provided of suf-
ficient size to contain the milk from the
number of cows kept for the two milk-
ings, at night and the next morning. A
light frame of wood, made with cross-bars,
is laid across the top of the tul, over
which a cloth or strainer is laid, and the
milk obtained at evening is passed through
the strainer into the tub, where it is al-
lowed to remain until morning, when it is
skimmed, and the cream with a portion
of the milk is put over the fire and heat-
ed sufficient to warm the whole milk ob-
tained at night and morning to about the
degree of warmth when first taken from
the cow.

The liquor from a piece of rennet
which has been in soak for twenty-four
hours, is thén put into the milk, but care
should be taken not to put in too much, as
it injures the cheese; 2 piece of good ren-
net, three inches square, will be suflicient
for about tweniy gallons of milk. The
cheeses in this county are mostly coloured
with annatto, which is put in the milk
in 2 liguid at the same tuae with the ren-
net ; it is then allowed to stand for half
an hour, or until a curd is formed; it is
then cut into squares with a flat piece of
wood sharpened at the edges like a bone
paper-cutter, reaching to the bottom of
the tub. After the whey begins to rise,
a box made like the hopper of a grain
mill, with a wooden strainer, is placed
over a barrel to catch the whey, over
which the cheese strainer of coarse cloth
is placed, and the curd is dipped out of
the tub into the strainer, and the whey
passes into the barrel, which is afterwards
mixed with other food for the hogs. ‘The
corcers of the cloth are then drawn up
over the curd, and a small weight placed
on it until the whey is all out. It is then
cut with the cheese-knife into pieces
about one inch square, well salted with
Liverpool salt, and hung up in a cloth in
a cool place until next morning, (except
when single curded cheeses are made,

dch is seldom the case). The next two
mukings are prepared in the same man-
ner, except the salting, when the curd
made on the previous dayis put in a tray
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and hot water powved over it to freshen

and warm the curd, the whole is then
mixed together and chopped with a chop-
ping-knite as fine as mince-meat; the
card, after being sufliciently salted. is
then put in a cloth in the hoop, the dia-
meter of which is usually double that of
the height,—some are made with stuves,
but the majority use a broad hoop bent to
size,—the corner of the cloth drawn over
the curd, and the follower placed on and
put in the press, on which a light weight
is allowed av first, and the whey drains
gradually in the crease cut in the cheese
board around and outside of the hoop on
which it rests, into the basin placed wnder
the press to receive it. The cheese is
allowed to remain in press for two or
three hours, when it is taken out and
turned and left in press watil next morn-
ing, when it is taken ont, the wet cloth
removed, and a dry one replaced. It is
agein turned in the evening. when a cloth
of finer texture is nsed to make asmooth-
er surface to the clicese, and subjected to
a pressure on & cheese weighing, say 30
pounds, equal to 300 pounds weight, until
pext morning, when it is taken from the
press and placed on a smoothly planed
board, cut into squares a little larger than
the diameter of the cheese, and placed on
a shelf in the middle of the cheese roowt
a convenient height to turn, which must
be done daily for the first six or cight
weeks, aud rubbed over its entire sur-
face with newly made butter without any
salt init. When taken from the press it
" is often found to have the edge raised in
consequence of the follower not fitting
closely to the sides of the hoop, which is
pared off, and seared with a hot. iron to
make the surface smooth. After the
cheese have become hard they are taken
from the cheese-hoard and placed on the
shelf, whichk should be hardwood and
planed perfectly smooth s but great care
should be taken to keep the flies out of
the room, and if any of the cheeses are
likely to crack, rab them with fresh hut-
ter and turn daily until they becoine per-
fectly dry and fit for market.
T am, &e.,
OxE WO SPENT TWENTY-FIVE

Yeans oN Fanry.

Annapoli's, Feb. 9, 1867,

mye ey

1385,

WHITE BELGIAN CARROT.

To the Editor of the Jour. of Aqviculiuve.

BIr. Epiror,—~This root is so ¢mi-
nently adapted to the wants, soil and cli-
mate of this province, that I venture to
trespass a litle on the columms of yonr
Journal in its behalf.

In very many districts of this country
our farmers will be found with abundance
of hay during ordinary seasons, yet very

short of oats or corn of any kind for their
horses.  Ifence the heavy, dull cye, dis-

tended stomach and lagging pace, so com-
mon with us in horses shewing tair points,
plenty of flesh, and evidently not at all
overworked.

Now, a little change in the quality of
the food given to these animals would
greatly enhance their value, cither on the
road or in the fickl.

Diminish the bulk of their food, by
substituting for oue-fourth or one-third
of the hay given, an equivalent, contain-
ing quite as much nutritive matter in
much smaller space and in diffevent pro-
portions, and an improvement in the
beauty of form and skin, evident to the
most superticial observer, would, in a few
days, be the vesult; while the impetus
given to life and health, would manifest
itseif in any work to which they might
be put.

To realize this improvement, and en-
hance the value of all such horses to
their owners, let o bed, say of one-fourth
of an acre, be prepared for the white
Belgian, or long orange carvot, and in
almost any season one hundred to one
hundred and fifty bushels will be the
yield, suflicient for one horse the year
round, or twe, with one feed oats each per
day, in ordinary farm work, the hay
saved amply paying cost of carrots, while
the large and nutritious tops gathered in
the autumn and fed to milch cows at 2
season when the pastures ave fast falling
off, will not only increase the yield of
milk, but largely add to its richuess in
butter.

Horses are very fond of carrots: many
a cross animal has Leen made compara-
tively kind to his owner by habitually
giving him carrots in hand,

Seleet light, dry soil : work not less
than ten to twelve inches deep,  If soil is
gravelly, carefully remove small stones;
pulverize well; plough in well-rolled sta-
ble manure, adding, wnen practicable, a
dressing of wood ashes ; sow in drills
oue-third closer than mangolds or Swedes;
throw ridges well up where soil is not
deep. With these simple precautions, a
surer crop is not committed to the soil in
this country. The turnip fly passes over
them ; the cut-worm turns away from
them; the May and Junc frosts produce
no visible effect on them; their rapid
descent in the soil cnables them to resist
any but severe droughts. A small bed,
seven yards Dy nine, turned up by spade,
on gravelly soil, dressed with stable ma-
nure and a little ashes, gave this year a
return of five ond one half bushels; had
the so0il been worked a little deeper. the
yield would have been larger, as was evi-
dent from appearance and shape, when
pulled in October.

Yours, &e.,
Ww. C.

[We are sorry that the publication of
the above article has been delayed in
consequence of its having fallen aside.

The present is a very suitable time to
eall the attention of owr farmers to the
subject of Carrot Culture.  So far as ome
own limited experience goes, there is no
forage crup more profitable to the Nova
Scotiun farmer than the White Belgian
Curvot. It is of easy enlture; may he
sown enrly, when the ground is too cold
for other crops, so that it has a long sca-
son for growth, and it is not liable to the
attgeks of insects. It is relished by all
kinds of stock, both in the raw and cook-
ed state s aud tor table use, is preferred
by wmauny persons in Britain,  As our
anthor observes, horses soon hecome very
fond of the carrot.—En.]

WIIAT IS OUR DUTY TO THE
FARMER?

To Professor Lawson,
Kditor of Agricelturel Jaurnal.

Sut,—In reference to your notice in Inst
month’s number, I beg to oceupy a portion
of the space in your valuable journal, to
point out to parties not engaged in im-
proving the face of this earth on which
we find ourselves, the importance of farm-
ing in the political economy of a State.

The manufacturer ministers to our
wants, real and imaginary ; he astonishes
and delights -ns, with his pouderous
machinery and with the endless vaviety
of his designs, claborated with all the
skill that genins can suggest or science
ean define, conduciug at once to our phy-
sieal and intellectual elevation ; yet, how-
cver great the claims of genins and
science may be upon our respect and
veneration,—however mueh we may glory
in the trimmph of mind over matter,—
however immense the social strncture
which the intelligence, the scicuce and
the genius of suceessive generations have
raised for the benefit of mankind, we must
remember that the foundation of this
grand edifice is, as it were, laid on an in-
verted pyramid, the apex of which is sus-
tained on one little word—Bread! All
flesh is grass!  Our whole sustenance fs
derived from the bosom of our Mother
Earth. The firmer, under Providence,
gives us our daily bread. What, then, is
our duty to the furmer? Plainly to en-
deavour to place within his reaeh all the
aid that science can supply to his vacation.
Without disparaging his experience, (the
praciical part of which is of greatimport-
ance,) I will compare it with that of—
say & physician. He is cafledin to a pa-
tient, his experience is first brought iuto
play; by it he endeavours to form a cor-
rect diagnosis—in other words to deter-
mine what ails his patient; thus far the
farmer is with him ; he seec that his crop
is sick, and his experience tells him what
ails it; his specific is perhaps more care
and more manure. So the physician,
without science, might say more care and
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a more congenial dicts but he does not
rest here, he calls in science, and she sup-
plies him generally with all the medicines
that she has proved to be the antidotes to
all the evils that affect his patient ; here
he has distanced the farmer. Iow has
he done this?>—by severe study he has
mastered a scientific education.  The
analogy need not be carvied farther, as in
the one case the operations are chiefly
mental, in the other chiefly manual,—and
it is incompatible with the occupation of
a practical farmer in general to possess
the varvied acquirements of the aaricul-
tural chemist. But I digress. ¢ What,
then, is our duty to the farmer?” (in this
general question I will include the Agri-
cultural Society in particular.) It is to
call in the aid of the Agricultural Chemist
aud his handmaiden Botany. They will
bring their beautiful and imperatively
useful science into practical utility ; they
will introduce to the farmer the means
of analyzing his soil, and enable him to
ascertain its component parts, and its
adaptability to this or that order of plauts;
in 2 word, they will determine their
diagnosis of his sick land, and place their
medicines within his reach.

I find, Mr. Editor, that I must pause
here, Jest the expansion of the subject as
it unfolds itself to my view, may exhaust
your valuable space and the patience of
your readers. Ifoweverif you think that
by following out the subject as it presents
itself to my mind’s eye, that it may be
the means of exciting and eliciting more in-
terest and sounder information from other
sources, my end will be attained, and you
will hear from mein your next. At pre-
sent permit me to endorse your advice, to
“pour the phosphates into the soil,” and
to inculeate to all parties the doctrine of
taking care of their bones, in order to the
rvendition of the phosphates they contain
to that soil which has been poverized by
their abstraction.

Yours respectfully,
Surer-PHOSPHATE.

ON THE CAUSE OF TIE DEGENE-
RACY OF STOCK, AND THE BEST
MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT.

SECOND LETTER.

In my last T endeavored to point out,
in as few words as possible, some of the
causes of degeneracy in neat cattle, and
sheep, mare particularly ; and now allow
me to turn to the Horse, one of the most
noble animals that have been given for
the use of man. Sec him in his natural
state, with that lofty and wmajestic head
reared high, looking around where he
has full liberty to show off| cither in Ara-
bia, on the Prairies of America, or even
Sable Island; no wind-broken—no spa-
vin, or diseased in any way; therefore I
ask myself tho question, what is the cause

that our horses are just as they are? Tt
is true that we may have about as many
fine horses now as we had some 40 years
ago, and I believe no more; therefore,
what is the cause of all the large number
that we now have to what we formerly
had, in suech a worn-out state by dis-
ease or otherwise, after importation. The
fault must be ours s and I ask, where dnes
it lic? It is not in breeding in and in too
much, or too close; that is not the cause.
It is not breeding from sound and good
mares and imported horses of the irst
class, as some of them were, but I be-
lieve to originate from the inferior horse;
because if you take a very fine mare that
has raised stock from an inferior horse,
she is done—she is tainted, as I said be-
fore. by that inferior animal, and there-
fore, as like begets like, you need not ex-
pect 2 good constitutional colt, let the
horse that she goes to afterwards be ever
so pure or noble. DBut let a first class
horse go to a mare that has never raised
a colt from any but first rate horses, and
no mistake about the offspring; for like
will then produce like. I could quote
several authors to prove this, as well as
the horses of our own country. I have
known a mare that had 19 colts, and all
sound and good horses, and 1 fully believe
that it was much owing to the owner
always getting her to the very best of
horses, not mining the price ; and until
us farmers attend to this one and most
important fact, gentlemen need not look
for very fine horses.

Now for the remedy. And first, how
are we to get clear of those Scrub En-
tires, for many are no better, they are
in all our counties, which do all this
harm? I am almost at a loss to know,
because their low price is a great temnta-
tion to try them. Some will even boast
that their horse has produced fine stock.
True; but in all probability it was from a
mare that had always produced from fine
horses before ; and therefore the cause is
more from the good horse than the serub
or poo: horse; for almost any horse, left
Entire, and put in any kind of condition,
looks wounderfully well in the season ; but
let a judge inspect him, and he would at
once pronounce him no horse. Now,
suppose the Central Board of Agriculture
had a short bill passed through the Assem-
bly, authorizing them t¢ appoint Inspect-
ors and Judges in eacl: of the counties,
say one or more, whose duty it would be
to grant certificates or licenses to the
owner of such horse that they should
approve of in each county, or horses that
persons would wish to travel or kept for
that general purpose; and at the same
time to “ave power to fine or prosecute
any person or persons who should make
any charge for any entire horse, without
having such license as before mentioned.
If this will not make the remedy, let

some onc person produce a better, for

something should be done, and more espe-
cinlly now, as we have gone to no small
expense in getting horses from Ingland ;
and as we only have one now, which is
Lassitude, and which cannot be excelled
in this Province for breed, action and pat-
tern, and a credit wherever he may go.

Now, as I have said so much about
remedy, do not think that is all. Feed,
stabling, and the learning of your horses,
areall very essential.  Our stabling should
be made much more comfortable than it
is.  Our horses should not be allowed to
freeze in winter, as many of them do
now, and by that they overload their
stomachs with too much hay and water,
and then they turn out diseased or wind-
broken. Dlore care should be bestowed.
They are a fine animal, but are badly
abused; and as to learning and breaking
in of the colts, Rarey gives us very good
ideas, which could be easily attended to,
not commencing too young, but young
enough. Now, as I have said much on
this fine animal, the horse, perhaps at
some future day I may turn to the mule,
which, I believe, would be a great benefit
to our country, if he was well introduced
from good breeding jacks, so that the
mule should stand from 14 to 16 hands
high, and in weight from 9 to 1100 Ibs.

I remain, &ec.,
A FARMER.
Colchester, March 6, 1867.

[We have a high opinion of the Mule,
who is as much prized in other countries
as he is despised in Nova Scotia. We
shall, therefore, feel much indebted to
our correspondent if he will bring before
our readers the good qualities of the
Mule ; his dad ones are well enough
knowh.—Ep.]

— ¢ s s S

WINTER IN DUTCHESS COUNTY.

In aletter from a correspondent at Beck-
man, Dutchess Co., New York, Feb'y 9,1867,
it is remarked :—* We bave had deeper snow
and more severe weather during January
than has been known here for many years.

Stock has gonerally done well, and there
is an increased interest in breeding. Short
Horns, Alderneys, and Ayrshives, take the
lead among cattle. Cotswold and Short
Downs are the leading sheep, although other
varicties are kept.

Grain and grass in this and the adjoining
counties were light yiclds. Winter wheat
and rye look promising.”

THE “DRY EARTH

SYSTEBM.”

SET

Mr. Eptror,—~The Colonist being the
only paper in the commhunity I know of
that secms to relish subjects of scientific
enquiry, I have thought it probable that
yor would have no objection to a few re-
marks from one interested on a recent
communication in your columns, from
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Prof. Lawson, of Dalhousiec College, in
which he suggests a doubt as to the deo-
dorizing power of “dry earth” upon ani-
mal and vegetable matter in a state of
decomposition. The Professor appeals to
certain eminent names for the aflirmative
side of the question—Licbig, Voelcker,
and others, cndorsed by experiments ac-
counted conclusive both in England and
India, but whether he himself cousiders
these grounds conclusive, I should like to
know. I am the more earnest about this
matter, Sir, because I think that, in all
enquiries touching a subject of such vital
mowent to society and the interests of ull
Hygiene, no opinions should be privately
withheld under a bushel that can en-
lighten the public mind, and lay a lasting
foundation for the reception of & momen-
tous truth, It would have been just as
well then for the Professor to have ob-
served, that the experience of all ages,
from Moses in the patriarchal time down
to the present day, has ever shown as in-
stinetive a knowledge of the deodorizing
properties of earth to remove all putre-
scent offensiveness by burial, as a kindred
instinct has taught alike that water
quenches thirst.

In the later ages, when chemistry has
supplanted alchemy, and scientific enquiry
and progress have elevated reason above
the glimmer of instinct, the questions are
no longer all “abstract and mystery” as
.they once were. This one postulate in
science, that “moisture” is essential to
“ fermentation ” settles the whole matter.
There can be no “fermentation ” with-
out “moisture ;” and as “ putrefaction ”
is 2 process of fermentation, without fer-
mentation there can be no putrefaction.
Consequently without moisture there can
be no putrefaction. Dry earth then,—
and the dryer the more absorbent,—ar-
rests putrefaction by the withdrawal of
moisture ! Consequently no animal and
vegetable matter can pass into a state of
putrefaction, enveloped in dry earth. It
is the property peculiar to clay, for in-
stance—its astonishing tenacity of water
that gives us the Pyrometer to test ex-
alted temperature. As Providence, there-
fore, has given us water—a universal and
priceless beverage—to quench our thirst,
so with an equally provident and benign
purpose, to preserve us from universal
contagion, it has given us earth to enclose
our dead, and the still deadlier elements
of putrefactive death. ‘Therefore, by all
means, spread it far and wide, the fact of
the inestimable value of kilu-dried earth
for all purposes of anti-putrescent arrang-
ments. Nothing could possibly be so
conducive to the healthiness of the city
as a decided advance in this direction;
and if some enterprising public individual
would only take the matter up, and con.
tract with the city to remove all metro-
politan offal, by the process in question,
he should be permitted at once to do so,

and every facility veadily granted him by
the authorities, backed morcover by a
libera! subsidy. I would add, the com-
munity should feel themselves highly in-
debted to Mr. Young for initiating this
subject in the way he has chosen.

This is a matter which, we doubt not,
in the hands of men like Nash, Ackhurst,
McCulloch, Jennings and others, with
their financial skill, would speedily com-
mand the most unexceptional arrange-
ment, if they should think proper to take
itup. As to Ald, Nash—when I think
of this man, who stepped on life’s arena
but yesterday, with nothing but his un-
tiring energy for his fortune—who has
raised up within a few years, yout may
say, half a city of walled structure around
him, all his own !—1 invariably revert to
Burns—his imperishable epigram * the
man's the man for o' that.”  Yes! and if
X mistake not, it will not be long when
these convictions are again exemplified
in a new City ITall—>3r. Nash’s portege
—which he will crect without loss to the
city—not only without expense, compa-
ratively trifling, but with the more com-
pensating gain of architectural beauty
and accoramodation, all a city’s pride!
A city teo, just about starting, we believe,
into Luropean dimensions; but what in
the name of cities, and all the Enochs,
can architecture do without the genuis of
“ Finance ¥’ Nush has it !

March 7, 1867.

DEATIH OF AN IMPORTED RAM.

Procress.

New Annan, Jan. 16, 1867.

I am sorry to inform you that the ram
purchased by our society at Richmond is
dead. Cause not known; some say he
was fed too much on oats. Ile was a
noble animal, and gave general satisfac-
tion. Most of the members took the use
of him, so I think we will have a good
sprinkling of his stock.

W. CREIGHTON.

REPLY TO “PROGRESS" ON THE
DRY EARTH CLOSET SYSTEM.

In the note appended to Mr. YouNg's
communication last month, I thought there
was no room:eft for doubt as to my opinion.
I'repeat the following extracts from that note.
which will be seen to form a direct reply to
the question put by ¢ Progress”:—

“ Further consideration and experiment
NAVE SHEWN MOST CONCLUSIVELY that
earth, if dry, is a most effectual deodorizer.”

¢ The experiments and practical operations
that have been carried out by a large num-
ber of persons in England and India, private
g:ntlemen and public offivials, LEAVE No
ROUM TO DOUBT that odours emanating from
organic matter may be COMPLETELY remov-
ed or absorbed by enveloping such wmatter in
dry earth.”

“ A dry closot system would aflord the
nieans of MOST EFFECTUGALLY preserving
onr streets and dwellings  from bad odours.
‘I'he water of' the harbour would be kept pure,
there would be no putiid slime lelt on the
shore by the receding tide, and lastly Halifax
would cease to vesemtble Edinburgh in having
a ¢ Foul Burn” running through its sugurbs."

o« ddo

————— s 4 i = - =

A [IOT CIIRISTMAS.

To northern minds * Christmas ive”
suggests clear frosty weather, with cold
winds without and a bright blazing five
within, But it is not so all the world over.
In a letter which we have from R. C.
Stapley, Lsq..dated * Neweastle, Jamaica,
Christmz+ Iove, 18G6.” he observes:—
“While you are no douht freezing, it is
unusuaily hot with us, even for the place,
and we arce obliged to keep out of the
sun, as it is very powerful.” To wkich
we may reply, that the broiling heats and
glaring suns of Christmus time do not
cause us much inconvenience in these
northern regions.

Reports of Agri. Socicties.
HARDWOODLAND AGRICULTU-
RAL SOCIETY.

FIRST 4\NNU.{I. REPORT—IMIROVEMENT
OF CATTLE~~MONTIHLY DISCUSSICNS.

The officers and merabers of the Ilard-
woodland Agricultural Society, thankful
for the assistance rendered by Govern-
ment, through the kind agency of the
Central Board of Agriculture, have much
pleasure in making this their first report
of the socicty. And although we have
not much rapid -progress to report for
the first year, it is to be hoped we have
laid a good, solid foundation for improve-
ment in  agricultural progress, which
time and perseverance only can bang to
perfection. As it was unanimous)y agreed
that we shounld use our first efforts in the
improvement of cattle an® sheep, our
Society directed the managers to pur-
chase two bulls, of the most improved
breeds ; they accordingly purchased one,
a very fine thorough-bred Durham; and
as they could not obtain another so good.
they were under the necessity of purcha-
sing one of a-worse description, although
a very good animal. It was also agr-ed
that cach member should reccive the
service of onc cow from each bull free;
and it is confidently expected that such
service will disseminate a considerable
improvement in the stock of this loeality,
as they will all be preserved for keeping-
stock. Qur Society farther agreed that
our thorough bred bull should be kept
for next summer’s use, and the worst
sold, which was accordingly done, as will
be scen in our receipts. We regret to
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eay that we have not yet been able to
make any advance in the way of improve-
ment of sheop, although such a fine op-
. portunity offered last fall through the

warm interest manifested by the Central
Board in importing such a splendid lot
of cattle and sheep from Canada, for the
benefit of local societies, Our managers
thought that as they were all highly fed
for exhibition in Canada, they would
likely fail on our treatment ; and having
but little funds at their disposal, thought
it better to wait for a year or two, when
they could get them cheaper, if they prove
to be an unprovement of the sheep in
this country.

MONTHLY MEETINGS FOR DISCUSSION
OF AGRICULTURAL TOPICS.

The most pleasing feature of' our So-
ciety, is our monthly meetings, for the
discussion of agricultural questions; and
it is to be hoped that in the end it
will prove not the least remunerative.
Qur diseussion on the value of green
crops as food for cattle, in comparison
with hay, has induced almost all our
members to give them a trial, and from
want of skill and experience in cropping
and after-culture, success did not crown
all our labours. It is to be hoped that
perseverance and experience will teach
us that green crops can be grown advan-
tageously and profitably, as food for cat-
tle, instead of feeding altogether on hay
through the winter.

The oflicers of the past year were unani-
mously re-elected agair for the ensuing
year, and the members remain the same
as last year, with the exception of one
leaving and two more new members join-
ing; and as there is some hopes of more

* joining, it was agreed to leave the Soci-
ety open to the first of March for any
wishing to join.

Our accounts for the year are as fol-
low :—

RECEIPTS.
To subscriptions from members,  $43.00
¢ order on treasurcr of C. Board, 44.00
To sale of one bull, 33.0

120.00

Total,

115.813

Balance on hand, $4.183

DISBURSEMENTS.
By two bulls bought, $80.00
Expense of keeping and attending

same, 34.56%

By books and stationery, 1.25
‘Total, 8115.813

I need scarcely add that, owing to the
wetness of the past season, the hay and
grain crops were partially injured, yet
not much lost altogether; and the mild-
ness of the fall has been the means of
saving considerable feed ; and there is
not so much fear of a scarcity of feed in
spring as was some time ago.

Dowarp FERGUsON, jr., Pres'dt.
Jayes Orr FRASER, V. Pres'dt.
JaMES Gramaw, Sec’y.

PARRSBORO' AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

The last annual meeting of the Society
was held at Jonathan Vickery’s (adjourn-
ed same day from ‘Fown Hall, Mill Vil-
lnge.) on Tuesday the 5th Deer., 18635.
The previous yem’s report was then read
and approved of. Letters were read from
three peirsons, sating that they had with-
drawn from the socicty.

The Committee met at Jonathau Vick-
ery’s, Mill Village, on Tuesday the 3d of
April, 1866, at 1 o’clock, . M., (adjourned
from the Town Hall the same day). It
was then resolved~—That John Blink-
horne, Esq., sell the society’s two rams at
Advocate ITarbour,as soon after shearing
as fair prices can be got for them. That
Thomas Kirkpatrick, 1st, keep the so-
ciety’s Chester white boar, at 10s. per
month through April till 15th May, and
at 5s. per month afterwards till the first
Tuesday in Novr. That Olney Lewis be
paid 3s. 6d.,, a balance due him on the
ram bought by him for the IHalfway
River section. That the society take
twenty-onc numbers of the Journal of
Agriculture for Nova Scotia, to be sold
to members at half price.  That the
society take ten numbers of the Ca-
nadae Farmer, published in Toronto, to be
sold to members at 2s. 6d. cach. Bounties
were established on compost, wheat,
Swedish turnips, hay-seed, oatmeal, and
sheds for saving manure under cover, for
1866.

The Committee met at Daniel York’s,
Mill Village, on Tuesday evening, the 6th
November, 1866, (adjourned same day
from the Town Ilall) when payments on
crops of 1863, omitted, keeping Chester
white boar, purchase of ram for Village
section, bounties on crops and manure
sheds, Journals of Agriculture for Nova
Scotie for 1865, and oatmeal, were paid,
to the amount of £36 17s.,, viz:—On
wheat raised in 1866, £7; on Swedish
turnips raised in 1866 £10 5s.5 on com-
post made in 1866, £13 5s.; on hayseed
saved in 1966, £4 10s.; manure sheds
made in 1866, £2 10s.; 21 numbers of
the Journal of Agriculture for Nova Sco-
tia for 1865, £2 12s. 6d.; oatmeal made
and to be made from oats raised in 186G,
£9; keeping Chester white boar, £4 16s;
ram for Mill Village section, £2 10s ;
balance on ram bought last year for Half-
way River section, 3s. 6d.; compost made
in 1865, 10s.; Swedish turnips in 1865,
10s.

It was resolved that the society’s Ches-
ter white boar be kept at Jesse W. Ful-
lertou’s, Esq., at 15s. per month till the
1st May, and at 5s. per month through
the summer. He agrees to remove him
to his place free of expense. It was re-
solved that each member putting one sow
to the boar this season, pay 1s. 3d., and
2s. 6d. each for any more than onc he

may put to him; and that persons not
members cach pay 2s. 6d. in advanee for
each sow they may put to him. Nineteen
sows were put to the Chester white boar
last season, in each case except one with-
out failure, and the improvement in the
breed gives very general satisfaction. The
pigs sold readily for 7s. 6d cach at three
weeks old, and at 10s. each four wecks
old. Several persons yet owe the society
for the boar's services Jast season.

It was resolved that the members in
each section may each put three ewes to
the ram in their scction, free of charge ;
the persons keeping them in the respect-
ive sections to have the fleece, aud the
privilege of the ram’s rumning in their
flocks, as compensation for the keep and
care of them.

Through the year the Treasurer has
received £31 from members.  Of this
£29 7s. 6d. is subscriptions for 1866, and
£1 12s. 6d. arrearages of subscriptions
for years previous to 1866, Ile nlso re-
ceived £24 10s. from the Central Board
of Agriculture, assigned to the society out
of the £60 Provincial money voted for
the County of Cumberiand for 1865, 1le
also received £2 12s. Gd. from members
for 21 numbers of the Journal of Agri-
culture for Nova Scotia for the years 1855
and 1866G: 7s. 6d. remitted by Daniel
Holmes for driving a bull calf from Minu-
die to his place, as the society presented
him with the calf. and 2s. 6d. from L.
Dewolf Ratchford, Esq., in advance for
one number of the Canada Larmer, out
of ten numbers ordered by the society,
but not yet received. These sums, with
the balance in hand from Jast year of £2
17s. 104d,, make the sum of the funds for
this year to be £61 10s. 43d. Out of this
payments were made as before stated, on
crops of 1865 omitted, keeping Chester
white boar, purchase of ram for Mill Vil-
lage section, bounties on crops and ma-
nure sheds for 1866, Journals of Agricul-
ture for Nova Scotia for 1863, ontmeal,
1366, baiauce on ram for IHalfway River
section, 186y, tn the amount of £56 17s.;
postages, 1866, 2s. 54d.; rooms to hold
meetings of committee and society in,
1866, 7s. 6d.; services of Secretary and
stationery used by him in 1866, 22s. 6d.,
were paid, leaving a balance in the Trea-
surer’s hand at the close of the business
for the year, of £8 0s. 11d.

Out of 139 members in 1863, three
withdrew and one removed ; fourteen
having joined the society in 1866, 149 are
liable to pay 3s. each in 1866. From
these .£29 7s. 6d. were received, leaving
an arrearage of £7 17s. 6d. on the sub-
scriptiv. e of 1866.

Twenty-one nuinbers of the Journal of
Agrixdture for Nova Scotia have been
received and seat to the different s.tions
of the society. Our usual Provincial
grant has not yet been received for the
year 1866. It is expected that the Ca-
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nade Farmer ordered for the society will
commence coming at the first of the year,
Both the rams in the lower sectivng ave
dead —having met with aceidents—by
which the society lose £3 103, their first
cost.

THE CROPS.

Our hay erop this year is lght—in
some places not more than one-third, in
others not more than one-half the wsunl
crop. On low lands there wasa fair erop,
hut much of it is lost or damaged by
freshets. Potatoes are a fair erop. slightly
affected with blight.  Wheat, wherever
sown, did welll  Swedish tarnips, oats
and buckwhent succeeded well.  Apples
were @ light erop, about half that of 1564,
Beets, carrots, parsnips and cabbages did
well in gardens, Noue of these vegeta-
bles ave caltivated here as a field erop.
Cranberrvies  were  unusually  plentifal.
Strawberries were a fair crop ;5 but rasp-
berries, blueberries and gooseberries were
u very light crop.

PRICES OF PRODUCE.

‘The price of farm produce is nealy as
follows :—1lay, 30s per wn; beef, Jvs.
per 100 1bs. 5 pork, 3d. per 1b. 5 batter, 1s.
per 1.5 potatoes, Is. Gd. per bushel ; oats,
2s. per bushel; wheat, 10s. per bushel,
geese, Is. 3d. to 1s. Gd. each ; cows, £1
1o £6 cach; working oxen, £15 to £20
per pairs lambs, 8s. to 10s. each; old
ewes, 105, to 15s. each; twilled homespun
cloth for trousers, all wool, 4s. to ds. per
yard; twilled cotton and wool for tion-
sers, 3s. 10 4s. per yard; flamnel cotton
and wool, plain, 2s. Gd. per yard; flanuel
twilled, .\ll waol for blankets, 4s. per yd. 5
raw hides, 3d. per b3 wool. 1s Gd. per
1h.; egas, Gd. per doz.; chickens, 1s. 3d.
per pair.

By order of the Committee,
Joux T, Surrh, Sec’y.
Parrsborouyh, Nov. G, 1366.

e ——

BARRINGTON AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

The directors of the Bavrington Agri-
cultural Society for the past year beg to
report, that in accordance with instruc-
tions received at the last annual mecting,
a number of fruit trees were purchased
of M~ Shaw at Cornwallis, and 2 quan-
tity o7 sceds of various kinds at Boston
and flalifax; these were distributed
cqually among members previous to sow-
ing tim>.  ‘The Goodrich potatoes could
not be obtained, but a barrel of early
ITarrison and Scbee have been ordered

and will be available for planting the
ensuing spring.

A ram and cwe of the Cotswold breed
have been purchased of Mr. Decie at
Wilmot, and to avoid additional expense
to the socicty have been sold with the
restrictions that they are to be kept in

good condition, under the supervision of
the directors for four years.

A bour and sow were obtained from
Prince ldward Iskad and sold under
similar instructions, the purchaser being
to keep the hoar for nine months and the
sow for cighteen months for breeding.

Tt was deemed advisable that the con-
templated xgricultural show shonkd not be
hield the past autumm, as it was supposed
the funds could be more judiciously ex-
pended in the purchase of stock and
seeds. It is howevdr recommended that
arrangements be made for holding o show
next avtumn, and that suitable premiums
Le awarded to deserving exhibitors.

During the present year sixty names
have been curolled as members of the
society, the subscriptions have been paid
to the Treasurer, the requisite documents
forwarded to the Central Doard, and it is
believed the ovder for drawing the go-
vernment mouncy will soon be received.

The Treasurer submits his accounts as
follows :—

Cash on hand from Iast vear.. ... ... ... $153.00
lu-cun ed from gubseriptions of members for

2 60.00

Receiv ed from mlo of ram and ewe. . onunn 3.00

PigSeveeananiosnean 150

$209.51

‘To paid 100 fruit trees,... coovvenn. .o, ..>n 13

g 2 . 38.16

“« Papers . . cvaseasseas LGB0

[ [§ nleul ram :m(l owe. ..o P 30.00

“ Freight and feed.... .. Cesesannnas T30

« B-»’\r and sow..... Ceseees caes 800

o Treight and feed.... .. Ceeresereas 3.20

o Sec'ys, fees, postage aud stationery  5.59

«“ Cashi i Bade s ovees Cresseantan 84.21

3200.51

The directors have labored under con-
siderable difficnlty in obtaining requisite
information and making suitable pur-
chases; they have done however what
they deemed for the est interests of the
socicty and the promoation of agriculture
in the community, and now rcsp('ctfull)
submit this summary of their proceedings.

A. C A. Doaxn, Pres.

R. II. CrowrLL, Sec’y.

—

The annual meeting of the Barrington
Agricultural bouow was held in the
Com t House, B'u'rnmton, Dec. 41h. 1866,
The report was read and adopted.  Elee-
tion of oflicers and directors then took
place, viz.:—Pres, A. C. A. Doanc;
Fice Pres., O. W. Iomer; Sec., R. II.
Crowell; Zreas., F. W. Homer; Diree-
tors, I. L. Crowell, A. Watson, E. At-
wood, J. Cofiin, J. K. Knowles.

—

MERIGOMISH AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.
Cu.
By balance in hand per last report. ... ... §24.5
% Amount of subscription for 1866....... 41 O(I
* Amount realized forwooliiieveeiiion.s 425
o« qﬂlc of provincial sheep.coeveeeensans . 31.00

¢ 12 rams imported from P.E.I. ... §0.00

By Sale of 4 pigs imported ﬁom l’ Bl 1125
* Provincial grant tor 1866 . cecenees 5200

cereeae 200 S243.07
10087}

‘otal, ...

caetsrcanssssnene

D,
To paid for 12 rams nnponcd from 1' L.I..
w s pigs
expenses on the above slock. .
keeping sheep...oovoa.. .. '}
cight copies of Jaurnals..

a “w
o [y
“ "

wo o« stationery and postage

b “ one Mderney bull. ...,

o ¢ Leepingbullooooiiiiiin. 500
Total . eieieoeienneensvenronana,s eeons 323303
Bakwee in hand Dee. .)th. 1866....... .0a 21004

‘The conunittee would also beg leave
to state that the potatoes, wheat and bar-
ley received for trial have done exceeding-
Iy well, the potatoes especially.

'lh(,y would also bey leave to state
that the wheat crop is in general a failuve.
But an abundance of’ o LS. IMay was an
abundant crop but considerably damaged
from excessive rains. Potatoes below
the average.

The followum are the officers for the
cnsuing  vear Ny res., Robert Brown ;

Vice Ires., Mitchell Copeland ; See. and
Treas., J. S. Copeland ; Directors. James
Roy, James Grant, David Mitchell, Wil-
liam Dunn, John J. Copeland.
D. MrrcneLL, Sec.

——— W~

NORTII SYDNEY AGRICULTU-
RAL, SOCIETY.

c e - m——

DISACLPOINTIMENT ON ACCOUNT OF STOCK
PURCIIASES.

Annual Report of the officers and direc-
tors of the North Sydney Agricultural
Society, submitted at the mectmfr held in
the "Temp:erance Hall at North § Sydney,
on the 4th day of December, 1566.

‘The society having unanimously agreed
that its funds for the year now uu’lmfr
should bhe conferred exclusively on the
improvement of live stock, the efforts of
its officers were directed to that object,
and the result of those efforts is not atall
so satisfactory as they could wish; and
they are now convinced that unless an
agent is sont by the saciety to purchase
animals ac the best markets, no depend-
ance can be placed on parties ata distance
forwarding such animals as the society
may require.

D
To paid two bulls, mrludmg cost and ex-
POISESe et eeraranessrvannsarsssonnnns .867.00
To paid 6 ewes and 3 ram Ininbs imported
frons Nava Scotia, including cxpenses. . 67.00
To paid Jolr Mclean fora ram 4 years old 14 5
b tiwo pairs young Berkehire pigs.. 36.73
“ Alex. Musgrove for keeping a bull 10.00
“  Alex. Moore for coll. subscriptions  3.00

$199.05
Cn.

Bv cash on hand from 1865..avveesvecrsns $72.00
paid the Treasarer by Seeretary... 18.00
u received from 41 members........ $1.00
« “ for a bull sold...... venes 11,50
o nett proceeds =ale of ldmbs..... .. 3420

“ received from implements on hand
since 1865...0coeecanrecnns, o 66.84
s due by Willismn Gray.cieeceease. 590
o 7 yridow Johnston,....eo... 200

[
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By cash due by Willinm Iagerty..o......
“ 7 Alexander Moore o.......

“ received for serviceof bull, .......

$254.97)
Balance in favonr . £ Society....o.uue .00 565,02}
General remarks on the Crops tn the town-
ship of North Sydney for 1866,
Wheat.—Very sparingly sown, most
of our farmers giving up its cultivation
from past failures. yet it succeeded well
in most localities where it was raised in
1866.
Ouats—~A fair evop, but rather light in
the struw.
DBarley—A fuir crop, but not raised to
any extent.
Buckwheat—A fine crop, and more
“attersion paid to its cultivation within
the last few years than formerly.
Potatoes—Generally an excellent crop
and of the finest quality, especially the
black sort, all other kinds having suffered
from the rot.
Zurnips.—A goed crop, but not raised
to any extent but by few farners.
Cabbages—A. good crop, and far more
extensively raised for the last few years
than formerly.
Hay.—A fair crop, rather above an
ordinary average, but sustained some da-
mage by wet weather.

STEWIACKE AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

Upper Stewiacke, Jan. 25, 1867,
Sie,—I have to report for the infor-
mation of the Board of Agriculture that
the annual meeting of our society was
held in the Town Ilouse, on the first
‘Tuesday of December, when the follow-
ing officers were appointed for the ensuing
year =—Pres., Hugh Dunlap, Esq.; Fice-
Lres., William Bently; Sec’y, James S.
Tupper; Zreas., David Melx Johuson;
Directors, Eddy Tupper, Saxl, Joimson,
Raobit. Gammel, Matthew D. Newcomb,
Chas. Creclman.
The following are the receipts and
disbursements for the present year :—

RECETS.

Palance on hand from Jast year... ........S25.43
Mombers® £ecS.eeee oee Ceeeesees meseensas $0.09
Provincial Grant..... e camaaes eeeeases §3.00
One Bull sold. .o evers cieveeescrnnncasases 23,00

EXILNSES. §216.44
Interest on money borrowed. .vecevverness..S130
Wintering two bulls . ..., Cereiens $4.00
One bushel of Flax Seed. oooneiienvnanans 6.23

Thirteen copies of Juur. of Ligriculture.
Two Cotswold Rams. .......
Expenses in parchasing do.
“Two Boar tigs..oeuene..
Keeping Ballsin summer...
Other eXPeNses. saeeeaconsasass

voe

.45
- 933

$184.40

Balance in hand.ciivenines cavanannccaas 3200
Concerning the crops in this locality,

I may statc that the hay was above an
average onc, but, owing to the wet
wealher, Jarge quantities of our hay were
very much injured. ‘There was a large

guantity not mowed at all—supposed to
be about 800 tons—the most of it being
wild hay on the low meadows ; but, on the
whole, there has been as much secured as
last year.

Oats are an average crop; barley and
buckwheat have yielded very well 5 wheat
very little sown, and very poor in quality;
potatoes generally light s turnips, carrots,
and other roots, are below an average
crop,

The yearling Ram that we purchased
at the government sale is a fine animal,
and we expect 2 change for the better in
this branch of industry.

Jaues 8. Tuerrr, Sec’y.

OFFICERS OF V. CORNWALLIS
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Dear Sir,—In sending in our annual
repart, I omitted to give the names of the
oflicers of our socicty for the present year,
which are as follows:

President, Geo. W. Xiusman; Vice 1.,
Andrew Chipman ; Sec’y, Elias Calkins ;
T'reas., Wellington Clark; Directors, Jno.
Iall, Chas. Parker, Jas. X, Ilsley, Saml.
White, Joseph Iinsmaun.

‘This Society has now fifty-four mem-
bers, aud an increase is expected.  Afier
settling the business of the society, ac-
cording to the report already sent in, and
making provision for keeping their stock
for the winter, the meeting adjourncd
until the second Tuesday in March.

Erias Cargiy, Sec’y.

MAXWELTON AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

The Maxwelton Agricultural Society
met in accordance with the Act, on the
first ‘Tucsday of Deccmber. 1865, when
the following report was read and adopt-
ed :—

The office-bearers and directors of the
Maxwelton Agricultural Society, in bring-
ing the husiness of the saciety to a close
for the present year, beg leave to report
as follows, viz :—That in May Iast it was
agreed that another bull was required by
the members of the society, and hearing
that a superior bull was for sale at Cape
George, James Patton was appointed to
proceed thither, and purchase said bull,
provided he was satisfied that he woula te
a suitable animal for’ the socicty,—which
he did, and purchased said bull at a cost
of §18. ‘The socicty being desirous of
improving their stock of pigs, we directed
the Secretary to correspond with partics
in P. E. Island, in order to procure two
superior boars; but he received no answer,
consequently none were procured.

The Sceretary informed us that he had
received 15 hushels of the Gooderich po-
tatocs, sent to him by the member of the
Central Board in Picton, which were

divided among five members of the so-
ciety, in quantities of three Lushels cach,
to be planted by them, and 2 report given
in of the results at the close of the sea-
son—which was done, aud they report as
follows : that each 3 bushels produced on
an average 45 bushels, and very few
affected with rot, being more productive
and less affected by rot than other vare-
ties planted in the same ficlds at the same
time, and under the same circumstances.

It was also agreed to sell at public
auction, to the highest bidder, two of the
most inferior rams brought from P. E.
Island last fall; as but few attended the
sale, they realized only $3.70. It was
agreed to expend the sum of S60 in pur-
chasing one or more of the rams imported
by Professor Lawson freia Canada, and
Jas. W. Patton was appointed to atzend
the sale of stock at Richmond on Nov. 23
which he did, and purchased one ram at
a cost of S43, the funds at our disposal
not permitting him to purchase another.

In accordance with arrangements made
with John McDonald in the spring of
1864, that by his keeping the bull pur-
chased that spring one winter, and keep-
ing and attending him two summers for
the members of the socicty, the bull
should become his property at the expi-
ration of that time, the bull was aceord-
ingly delivered to him and became his
property.  The bull purchased by the
society at Cape George last spring, was
also sold for the sum of §20.

The society now own the following
stock : 11 rams, purchased in P. E Island
Qctober, 1865, some of them very su-
perior; one Leicester Canadian ram, pur-
chased in Pictoun last fall, costing $223
and one Cotswold Canadian ram, pur-
cahsed at Richmond for $45.

The socicty having disposed of both
their bulls, and as it is expected there will
be a large increase in the number of
moembers for the ensuing year, they con-
template purchasing two bulls next spring
for the use of members.

The following office-bearers were clect-
ed for the ensuing year, viz :—Dresident,
Johm Thompson; Fice P., John Cope-
land 5 Sec’y, Jas. W. Patton; Zreasurer,
David Patterson, Esq.; Directors, James
Patton, John McDonald, Don. McKen-
zie, John Fraser, Geo. McDonald.

The following accounts were presented
to the socicty, examined by a comumittee,
and reported correct :—

EXPENDITURE.

To amount paid for hull at Cape George, $18.00
« Expense in purchasing do........0. 253
“ keeping andaticridance during summer 12.00
« Cotswold ram, S45; expenses in pur-

chasing, $12.75. coieianananeass 5075
“ Wintering Canadian ram.......... 150
* Keeping do. for the seasoll..ov.eeee 2,59

4 Houserent, $1; Jas. Mckay, 81, do-
ing business for societye. ..o e

« Acmicultural Journals.eeoeo...

“ Contingent CXPENStSeeseenscssanens

Amount expended..ceeieeecaaneea .. S103.28
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Cn.
1865.
By halance on hand ...
1866,
B\ subseriptions of members ... 40.09
* Proviucial Grant....... veses H2.00
«¢ proceeds of wale of two P. K.
Island rams .oooovevanannn
*¢ proceeds of sale of bull, duce 3
months henee cove voenee. 2000
—_— 13873

vesee0e.823.03

3.70

Balauce in hand 4th Dee. 1866........ $31.45

Joux Tuoxpsox, Pres.
Jas. W. Patroxn, Sec'y.

DARTMOUTII AGRICCLTURAL
SOCIETY.

Ialifux, N.S., Dec. 5, 1866.

At a meeting of the Dartmouth Agri-
cultural buw.t\' held this evening, at Ulh
residence of Mr. A Ixh\m,—-l’uwnt, A
Khun, Fice-Pres.,in the chair; T. Short,
Sec’y; A ‘Pulloch, Zreas; C. Lamont.
Jno. Morash, Thoes. Morash, I3, Crosse,
. Donovau, R. Settle, Seur.; J. Settle,
Gordon Khun, A. Giles, R. ITumphrey,
R. Settle, Junr.; Jno. Gaston.

Minutes of last meeting (30th March)
read and coufirmed.

The following list of prizes were an-
nounced :—

Wheat, Ist prize. Mr. Gaston...oeeee.. . £012 ¢
do. 2nd - A Tullech ....... . e 0T 6
Black Oats, 1st pnzc Mr, Gaston,....... 076
do. 2ud ¢ A, Talloch...... e 05 9
White Qats, l~t pmc, Mr. Gaston..eeeeee U 7 6
do. p) o Talloch. ........ 050
Pamup< 1st prize, R. \ulc ....... veeres 05 0
do.  20d” ¢ T.Rose......... eeen 03 0
Beets, Ist pruc, A . Tulloch..voiviiennnen 05 0
do. 204 A Kbuno..... deacaeean 039
Carrots, Int prm- H. Giles ......... een 050
do. 2nd R. Settleo.oo..... L. 00309
Cahbage, 1st prize, B, Crosse...oooel.. 050
(\u s (‘uu«l prize.)
Butter, 1st prize, R Humphirey.......... 012 6
do. 20d “ G.Khuno...eveviiee.. 07 06
lurmr Sced, 1t prize, . Giles..... . .00
2 ¢ A Khun......... 07 6
Cloth, cotton aud wool, 1st prize, R. Settle 0 15 0
(N0 second prize.)
Turnips, l~x pnzc, J. Morach. ...l L 012 ¢
o, 2nd ' AL Khuo...o....lel, 0 76
M. Wurtzel, 1st prize, E. Crosse....... 012 6
o, 2ad ¢ J.Donovan ....... T 6
Potatoes, 1t prm', E. Crosse.coiiiiannes 012 6
do. 2ml A. Tulloch ..... veees 0T 6
Drainage, Juo Settle, 21 rudsat 7d..... 6
do. L Settle, 2 o e 1]
da. 1) ])unu\:m 18 o [
do. T Morah, 20 “ 8
Cloth, plain, Ist prize, A. Khun. .. ....0. 0
do. 2l ¢ R Settle.......... G
Barley, st prize, A. RKhun....ooooel.. Q 12 6
dv.” 2d * Mr. Gaslolleeeiveen... 0 T G
£i4 5 2

TREASUREI'S REPORT.
Balance on hand Dec. 3, lSGG. [ 8 U LI . {

Ree’d by subscription. ooeeee e .92 50
Yrovineial Grant...... PRSP (1 1 [ I 1)
£31 14—3
Paid prizes........ everass ety ceens L1415 2
Balanceon hand ivovevrivneinanneeee.. 619 G
£2114 8

This report examined, found correct
and unanimously approved of.
The following officers were elected by

acelamation :— Pres., M. Tobin; Fiee-
Pres., A. Khun s See’y, 'I'. Short; Treas.,
A. Tulloch; Directors, A. Tobin, John
Bissett, Peter Farquharson, P. MeNab,
John Morash.
Meeting then adjourned, to meet at
A. Khun's, on the ]'lth Apnl 1867.
. Snort, Sec’y.

SHUBENACADIE AGRICULTU-
RAL SOCIETY.

The Auditing Committee’s report, viz:

Ist. We tind the Treasurer had inhis hands at
COMMENCEMENL OF FCAT. . ooveanen L4817 T3
To amount paid by .\urd.lr\' for subs. 12 0 0

L£60 17 73
2nd.  We tind the Treasurer has paid
to the managing Com. £39 11 4
By amouut not collectable
of old account.,...... 1 3 3

60 17 7}
lurzln,r, having examined the managing com-
mittee’s accounts, we find that they have purchnxcd

1 bear at cost of ................... .24 26
3 Canadian sheep and 2 ('.m'\vlnn bull
calves, whichcostinall........... %5 00

Costs attending purchase, bringing home
and teed ot then, w lth the other stock

onhand up todate.caiiiiiiianans 19 0 0
£98 & ¢
2nd.  We find they have received from
Treasurere oooeinenne I
To sale of pigee .o 216 0
4 amount pur boar s . 017 0
“ interest on MONCY.aven... 174
—_—G1 15 4
Due the Committee. ..ovennn. cenaan L33 7T 2

Further, we find the socicty owns two rams and
one ¢we that came from England, purchased last
fall, cost. treraretnrnnsrrennenenss. 26 0 O
“Two rams and ene ewe that came from

Canada, whichcost.o..... .. Lees 3210 0
Que Durtham bull calt’ and one Devon
bull cals, which came from Canada,

COSteevenvnsonossnosaiannae reeaen . 4210
L1ar 11
Amount due committee.....oooevi... I3 7T 2
Society is Worth eveieeianeniaiannns L1112 R

Adl which is respectfully submitted.
Coroxer Laviug,
Wi, BrLaxeg,
Perer ETren.

We are making every effort our limit-
ed means will admit of to improve our
stock of every kind, and at the same time
we are paying as much attention to all
the improvements in farming that our
means, &, will admit of.  As respects
the crops of the past season, Iay was
rather more than an average one, but
somewhat injured in getting up on account
of the wet weather, and a considerable
quantity altogether lost that grew on
low lands that were subject to overflow.
Yery little Wheat sown, but what was
sown early did well. Oats and Barley
an average crop. FPotatoes & poor crop
but good quality.

Davip Moorg, Sec'y.
December 4th, 1866.

STIRLING AGRICULTURAL S0C'Y.

The report of the Stirling Agricultu-
ral Society may be summed up as follows:
Our bocxety met on the day required by
law; but some of the officers being ab-
sent, they agreed to adjourn until the
18th Dcc., when the officers and direct-
ors gave in_their report of the proceed-
ings of the Society during the year. The
same having been .q)pxoxed of by the
the meeting, t)u,) proceeded to the clec-
tion of office-bearers for the ensuing
year :—

President, William Geddes; Fice Pre-
stdent, Da\'id Wilson; Zreasurer, Wil-
liam Byers; Seeretary, Wm. Creighton;
Directors, Al@\. Muanro, Andrew \V‘\r-
wick, John Johnston, Alex. Swan, David
Chalmers.

The Society, lnst May, imported from
P. E. Island, a bull, of the Durham breed,
2 good animal, which has given gencral
satisfaction.  One of the rams belonging
to the Society having been injured, they
purchused two rams this sununer, to sup-
ply the wants of the eight sections into
which the Society is divided.

The ram purchased in P. E. Island
has made considerzble improvement, but
has not given general satisfaction.

The ram pmc]msed by this Society at
Richmona has been located in a suitable
place, the members having the privilege
of sending two ewes each. e is con-
sidered 2 superior animal, and the mem-
bers have made it a point to improve
their privileges.

The Society, at their semi-annual meet-
ing, agreed to have no exhibition this
)e'n' ln\'mw come to the conclusion that
it would be more advantageous to the
Society to lay out their funds in the pur-
chase of improved stock than it would be
to expend them on prizes.

Our members are becoming alive to the
necessity of improving their stock, and
are hkmff more interest in the prosperity
of our %cxct) than usual.

The whale ameunt of receipts for the

1
[Earin

year has heen—

Awmount from last year, $48.62
Provincial grant 56.90
Mcembers' subseriptions,  51.00
Rram s0ld, 3.50
Servicc of bull, 0.50
Duc from members, 1.50—-8161.11
EXPEXDITURE.
Agricultural Journal, $4.50
Bull and freight of do. . 50.85
Keep of bull, 20.55
Two rams, 9.00

Boar, and carriage of do., 20.00
Deduction of clover sced, 19.60
l'.\pcmu of ram, (Rich-

mond), 10.20
Sceretary's salary, post-

age, &e.. k8
Loss on articles (not sald), J.80—5154.62

Balance, £6.50
Waxr. P. GEpDES, President
War. CreGnTON, Secretary.
New Annan, Dec. 23, 1866.
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BOULARDERIE AGRICULTCU-
RAL SOCIETY.

TO MR. CAMPBELL’S

THE POTATOES AND

CAPL BRETON.

CROPS—RLEPLY
COMMENTS ON
PiGs oy

Litle Bras & Or, 13th Dee., 1866.

Sie,—1 have to inform you that the
Boularderie Agricultural Society held
their annual meeting on the first Tuesday
in Dee., when the directors read the en-
closed report, and the former oflicers and
directors were re-installed in oflfice with
the exception of the Vice President; the
names are as follows :—Fres., Ilugh Mec-
Kiunon; ¥Fice LPres., Angus McKinnon s
Sec., Murdoeh MeDonuld; Zreas., Don-
ald McLean; Directors, enry McKin-
non, ‘Thomas Campbell, John Ross, Jas.
Dunlap, John Fleming.

In reference to our crops I may briefly
observe that in consequence of cold and
wet weather in the earlier part of the sea-
son, our hay and grain are no more than
average crop.

But as for eur potatoes, we never had
a larger crop nor of better quality ; and
any person in search of a good potato,
unless he will get it in Cape Breton this
scason, he will run a good chance of
finishing his carcer in this world without
the pleasure of secing one; even when
the blight and rot were most prominent
there were several localities in Cape
Breton that were not much affected with
it. During these years, potatoes could be
hadat St. Auw’s, North Shore, Asby Bay,
and particularly Bay St. Luawrence, as
good as ever graced the dinner table, not-
withstanding Mr. D. Campbell's assertion
to the contrary.

I think our pigs will compete favorably
with the same breed any where clse. I
have known several which weighed 400
pounds at eighteen months old, and by
proper care and maintenance the number
would not be “few aud fur between”
There was one killed recently in one of
our rural settlements which hrought the
owner thirteen pounds eighteen shillings
and nine pence, and only twenty-six
months old.

M. McDoxarp, Sec*

*We are quite svre Afr. Campbell did not mean
to depreciate anything he saw in Cape Breton,
which he hias clsewhere deseribed as s noble Island,
much less to give offence 10 the people whose hos-
pitalities he_enjoved.  Had he visited any other
lmrt of the Province, his views, would, no doubt,
iave been expressed in asimilarfree and casy way.
He may have seen Cape Breten through a Scotch
mist, just as many Nova Scotians sce Canads
through 2 Bay of Fundy fog 3 but better acquaint.
ance Wwill bring 2 Letter understanding.  Taking
all this into account, we have emitted from Mr.
McDonald’s letter o fow comments that are not
suited to our colmnne.  We give merely his state-
ments of fact.~En.

DIRECTORS’ RLEIORT.

We have to report that we have im-
ported six ram Janibs and three ewe
Iambs, of the Cotswold breed, from I1. 13,
Dec's, Bsq., Annapolis; and likewise an
Ayrshire ball, bought at the govermment
sale.  Both lambs and bull were sold by
auction to the members of the Society.

FINANCIAL ACCOUNT.

On Treasurer™s hands since 1869, .. S840
Subseriptions of 1856,...... Cresaecenencan 67.00
fambs sold T coviairreieniineneinnens 24.50
Bull,......... Crerrseseas tetieesiene cee 27000
$365.81
EXPENDED.

9lambe, at 15.00........... ceanacans .ee. §135.00
Expenses to No Sydney, coovvianae. cerees 5044
111 | P tesesiassresatiaesanons 135.00
EXpenses, coveneninarennnnnnns Cereeae 042
Seeds imported for Society, oo cienen 16.35
Secretary, for salary, stationery & postage,  6.80
S357.97

On Treasurer’s hands, ... covevienneann, .84

ITven McXixysoN, President.

NORTII-EAST MARGAREE AGRI-
CULTURAL SOCIETY.

———n

County Invernes, Dec. 4, 1360.

The Sceretary stated, that this day is ap-
pointed by law for the clection of oflice-
bearers for the Suciety, when the folloving
members were made choice of: —

President, Thos. Ethridae ; Vice P., Donald
McDonald, Esq.5 Scc'y, Jno. Munro; 7reas.,
Joseph Ingraham; Directors, Ebenezer Lead-
better, Maleolm MeLeod, Esq., James Ross,
James Philips, Donald LEthridge.

In presenting this report for the past year,
the officers and directors of the North-I2ast
Margaree Agricultural Society have toregret
the little that has been done, in vomparison
to what might have been done, bad larger
means been plazed ac their disposal § but in
this part of the County of Inverness, where
almest every resident 1s engaged in agricus
tural pursuits, and where it wight reasonably
be supposed that some interest would heshown
in its improvement, there has been found
some difficulty in obtaining the requisite num-
ber of subseribers to entitle the socicty to
their portion of the Provincial Grant for the
present year.  Let us hope that in future
cachindividual oember will use bis utmmost ex-
ertions among Wis friends and neighbors, that
we may yet have to hoast of being, if not
the best, at Jeast one of the best Agricultural
Societies in the Provinee ; and that the farms
of its members may be examples of skiltul
farming, and their improved stock excite to
emulation those who have hitherto thought
bat little of the advantages of Agsicultural
Socictics. No better investment can possi-
bly be made of the neople’=money, than that
part which is appropriated to branch socie-
ties for the encouragement of agriculture;
nor can a dollar & year be more profitably
spent than in investing it to the same pur-
pose.

A desire was expressed by the members of
the society, that the funds in haud should be
expended in the purchase of stock, doing
away, by public sale, with such as were pur-

chased or imported two years ago from Prince
Edward Island. An opportunity had been
afforded in the month of November last to
procure the <ervices of a member of the
society going o Halitax, who was requested
to attend the public sale at Richmond on
the 2nd November, of the valuable stock
imported from Canada. Ile fulfilled his mis-
sion by purzhasing for the society a Durham
bull, being lot No. 2, “ Yeaman”; a Cotswold
ram, and two Leicester rams.  These animals
safely arrived in Margaree, and although ex-
pensive, with costs and charges, being of the
pure breed, the members of the society anti-
cipate favoiable rusults.  Such a stock has
never appeared in the county before,

The society take the liberty of referring
the Honorable Board at Ialifax to the prices
of the stock, tn the general account here-
with sent.

STATE OF TiE CROPS, 1860.

Wheat— A good crop in most localities, but
very sparingly sown, our farmers having
generally disvontinued its coltivation within
the last few years, by reason of repeated
failures from the weevil and other causes.

Oats—From the season having been un-
usually wet, oats »un much into straw, and
did not fill well; still an average crop.

Barley—A full average crop.

Iay— A good crop, above the ordinary
average; but from the wet season was in
many instances heated in a dangerous state,

Root Crors.— Pofatves—A very ordi-
nary crop.  They suffered from an overwet
season, and the blight took them carlier than
usual.

Turnips—A fair wop, but not raised to
any extent by our farmers, many of whom
raise noue at all,—a sad negleet, and for
which it is hard to allege a reason. In no
part of the world is such a erop more re-
quired, with our long cold winters while the
catfle are kept on dry food for upwards of
six moaths in the year. The trath is, our
farmers are not as yet fully aware of the
great benefit the cultivation of that valuable
root would be to them. “Their cows wounld
reward them with more milk, which s of it~
se'fof no small valuein the winterseason, and
their manure heap wonld be doubled in hulk
and value by a feed of turaips being given
to their cattle every day.

Beets, Carrots and Mangel Wurizel are not
raised to any extent by any of our farmers,
except in small patchesin our gardens.

Calbages are sparingly paid attention to.

*

ACCOUNT CURRENT
. Cu.
By balance in Treasurer's hards per acet.
rendered, 1865....... essvenveass. . S156.58

Leicester Ram, 1o Johm G. Croudis,..... 3.20

¢ e Donald Ross ....cvov 4,00

« o J.E. Philips........ 3.30

o o Jolin Mclcod ... ... 410

« “ Ken. McKay........ 3.0

“ . Willfam Coady...... 2.20

“ “ J. T.Philips........ 170

o " Moses McDanicl.....  3.70

Al “ John McLcod........ 3.0

Bull, sold 1o Danicl P’hilips ........... 2830

o« ¢ M.McLeod,£8 925.105565.60. 31.20

By cashi from J. G. Croudis, bal. on piz.  3.50

* amount of subscriptions for vear 1866, 45.¢0
¢ sum received from Dr. Lawson to ac.

count of this year’s bounty....... 60.00

£332.88
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Dn.

To paid Reuben Philips, for charge of
bull for one year.o..ooieeee
‘“ M. McLeod, chavge of another,

¢ Seeretary, s.xl.lr\ Tor one year..
* Postage Tor one year

To Bull, lot No. 2 * Yeoman, * purchased

at the Richmond sale, trom Canada, 110.00

$20.00
19.60
3.00
0.75

“ Cotswold Ram, do. do. 36.00
i Imu~ur Ram, do. do. 51.00
“ . do. do. 48,90

. 1‘.ull Thomas Croudis, defraying his
expenses, trucking cattlefrom (lcpot,
stabling, freight Trom Halifax, &e.
per his aceount ..o i

3352.88
Tuomas Erunringe, Pres.
Joux Muxsro, Scerctary.

AMIERST AGRICULTURAL SO-
CIETY.

December ith, 1866.

Your Board of OIhcma beg leave to
report as follows, viz.

That in accordance “ith a resolution
passed at the lust annual meeting, desir-
ing an Agricultural Show to he held du-
ring the ext autumn, your Board made
out and published, on the 30th July last,
a Prize List, offering to the members of
the Society, for competition, the sum of
$110.00 in premiums.

The Ixhibition was held on the 23rd
of ‘October last, and notwithstanding the
very unfavorable state of the \\wth(,r,
there was a large display of stock, manu-
factured :u‘ticlcs, and horticultural pro-
ducts. The improvement upon the lust
year's show was very apparent. There
was an catry of 340 articles against 266
of the previous year, and the increased
entry was fully equalled by the advanced
quality of the articles and things exhi-
bited.

But notwithstanding the decided suc-
cess of the Show, your Board do not con-
sider the full end of the Ambherst Agricul-
tural Socicty is attained in (]Iall‘lbllllll" the
year's revenue in premiums. 'l‘h\,) re-

cognize the great object and aim of the
Suuu\ to be the i improvemement of our
present stocks and breeds, by the intro-
duction of the most profitable imported
animals that can be secured.  In accord-
ance with this view, your Board, hearing
of an fmportation and sale of stock to ba
made by the Central Board of Agricul-
ture, on the 30th of May last, authorized
the Ilon. Mr. McFarlane to act as their
agent in purchasing a good Durham bull,
or if that could not be. had, an Ay m]nre
bull, limiting the purchase money to
S140, and S120 for the bull, rccl)cctn cly.
Owing to the want of means of trausit,
that lmpormuon was never made.

At the recent sale of imported stock at
Richmond, the Vice President and Trea-
surer expected to be present, and were
authorized to make purchases for the

Society ; but they failing to go, lon.
Mr. McFarlane was again requested to
purchase a Durham and Aryshire bull
for the Society. Owing to the sharp
competition, neither of these bulls was
bought. 1lad they been sccured, they
would have been sold to members, under
the restrictions of the Central Board.

In their pttempts to bring in improved
stock, your Board deeply regret to say
they have been unsueeessful.

The Returns were duly certified, and
sent to the Sceretary of Central Board,
as required by law.

The Board is happy to be able to re-
port & larger membership to the Socicty
this year than in any previous year, there
being 62 members.

The receipts of the Society are as fol-
low :—

Bal. cash on hand 5th Dec. Iast, $36.31

Cash from Receiver General, 60.00-
Subscriptions to Socicty, 63.00
$159.31

The following sums have been paid for
premiums, viz. :—
HORSES.
Bruod Mare, with best Colt, Joseph Coates, $3.00

“ nd ¢ W Embree, 2,00
“ “ drd ¢ Sidney Coates, 1.00
Best Carriage IIorxu, F. W. Bent, 2.90
2ud « C. Jd. btu\urt, 1.00
Best Draft Horse, Cyrus Btack, 2,00
2nd “ “ I R. Bl :cl\ 1.00
Best Two-year old Colt, Mich: el O 'Brien, 1.50
Best One-year old ¢ Josinh Black, 1.50
S15.00
HORNED CATTLE AND SHEEP.
Best pair Oxen, Joseph Coates, 3.00
nd ¢ do. do., 2.00
3rd o Not drawn.
Best pair 3 “year old Steers, Wim. Ewbree, 2.00
2nd o “ Jos. Coates, 2,50
3rd “ « “ ‘Toney Beat, 1.00
Best pair 2-year old Stcer., T Keiller, 2.00
Ind o “ Nich. Keiver, 1.50
rd « «“ “  Jos. Cootes, 1.00
Best pair 1-year old Steers, Toney Beat,  1.50
2nd u “ Cyrus thl\ 1.00
3rd «“ « “ Not drawn.
Best pair Steer Calves, ‘Thampson Keiller, 1.25
2nd . o Nicholas Keiver,  1.00
Best Heifer Calf, Josiah Black, 5
2nd o “ Danicl l'ru.m'm, 50
Best Cow, Toney Bent, 2.00
md ¢ J. WL lelh, 1.50
Jrd ¢ I B. Chareh, 1.00

Best T\»o-ycnr old Heifer, C. J. Stewart, 1.50
ad o o Geo. K. Church,
Best One-yearold ¢ Danicl Gourlay,
0ind Tet «“ Geo. E. Clnrch, 73

Best Bull, J. W, Smith, 3.06
2nd ¢ Georpe Black, 2.00
3t ¢ % hompson l\ullcr, 1.00
Best Bull Calf, Themas Bacon, 2.00
2nd ¢ Johm Davis, 1.50
Best Ram, Edward Bent, 1.50
2d ¢ Joscph Co-m:s 1.00
Best Ram Lamb, Joscph Coates, 1.25
2ud “ ¢ Samucl l-nccm'm, 1.09
Best Lwe Lamb, W. A. Black, 1.25
2nd ¢ ¢ Georyze lunholm, 2.00
Best two Ewes, James "Smith. 2.06
2nd ¢ ' Moscs Towe, 1.00
Best fitkin Butter, Toney Bun, 3.00
2nd o «“ George Trenholm, 2.00
Best b o Toney Bent, 1.25
Qd o Georze 'l'rcnholm, 1.00

Best Cheese, Toney Bent, 1.00
2nd «“ Danicl bu.umm, 75
Jrd ¢ James E. Page, 75
CEREALS.
Best bushel th at, ‘1. R. Black, 1.00
oand George Bl: uL 50
Best ¢ O.m, James M. Lm ton, 75
2nd “ « ‘I". R. Black, 50
Best “ Barley, ‘L. R. Bluck, 75
ond .« . €T R, Bhuk 50
Best ¢ Bud\\\hut, S. L. Lusb), 75
and « . I R, Black, 50
Best 3 bus.’ nnoxh) Sced, Jus. M. L ayton, 2.00
2nd o San. Harrison, 1.00

VEGETABLES AND FRUIT.
Best Table Potatoes, James Havrison, 75

2nd . “ Saw’l, Harrison, 50
Best dozen lurmpa, J. Hiram Black, 50
ond “ a« J. Hiram Blad\ 40
Best ¢« DBeets, J. Hiram Blad\ 50
Ml u o Danicl Frccnmn, 40
Best  * Field Carrots, Thos. R. Bluck, 50
Best  * Garden “  J. Hiram Black, 40
Best  « I’urmnp~ James E. Page, - 50
2nd u“ J. Hivam Blnuk 40
Best ¢ Onions, James Ihmson, 50
3nd ¢ ¢ James Harrison, 40
Best Pampkin, J. H. Black, 50
2nd o J. H. Black, 40
Best half donn C.lbbu"t, CE. R: atchford, 30
2nd J. H. Black, 25
Best “  Ears Corn, J. 11. Lluck 50
and “ “ Thos. R. Blnck 25
Best peck Beans, Thos. R. Black, 50
and o« “  Swmmucl Harrison, a5
Best  “ Peas, Jaunes Harrison, 50
d ¢ “  Samuel Harrison, 25
Best ]mlf bush Applc¢ Samuel Harrison, 1.09
2nd Samuel Harrison, 50

MAXNUFACTURES.

Bcat 23 )da Wool Cloth, Josehh Chapman, 2.00
2nd Jas. M. Layton, 2.50
Bcsr."’};yda W'ool Fl.umd, Jos. Clnpnmn, 9.00
Jos. Chapman, 75

Bcst pr. I\thool Socks dJos. Chapman, 75
"nd Jos. Chapman, 50
est p'ur l)onble \Intuls, Jos. Chapnan, 50
and “ Thomas Bacon, 25
Best 5 mrds Yam Carpet, Joscph Coates, 1.50
2nd “ *  Nicholas Keiver, 1.00
Best 5 vards R.x" Carpet, Jos. Chapman, 1.50
5nd «“ ¢ Geo. Trenbolm, 1.00
Best Rage IIurth Ru-' Joscph Chapman,  1.00
ond “ George Bacon, 50

8105.95

Expenses, 14-85

- §120.80

Receipts of Socicty for last year, $159.31
Ammal Grant for 1866, 53.00
212.81

Remaining in hands of Treasurer, §91.51
R. B. Dickey, President.
J. Hmax Brack, Secretary.
Ambherst, Dec. 28, 1866.

FRUIT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION.

Nova ScoTiay PoMoLoGY.—At the an-
nual meeting of the Fruit Growers® Associa-
tion, a communu.auon was read from Dr.
Forrester of ‘I'ruro, relative to pubhshm" a
work on the fruit growing capabilities of
Nova Scotia.

CHALLENGE SiLVER MEDAL.—This Me-
dal is to become  the property of the person
taLm-v it three times, no! necessarily consecu-
tive. Dr. H'umlton, DeLancy Harris and
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Richard Stare having each taken it once, are
to have the benefit of these successes in the
final conipetition.

Orrice Bearers.—President—C C. 11a-
MILTON, M.D. and M.P.P.

Vice Presidents :—~For Kings Co.—Richard
Stare, Bsq.; Annapolis Co—"Thomas W.
Chesley, ¥sq.: Hants Ca.—Jd. Brown, Esq.,
Falmouth ; Halifux Co.—G. A. 8. Creichton,
Esq.; Colckester Co~Rev. A Forrester;
See. and Treas.—J. R. Hea, D.C.L.; Aucuor,
George V. Rand, Esqg.

Council for Halifax Co.——TProfessor Lawson,*
Herbert Harvis, A.J_ Ritehie, Bsq.; Hants
Co —A. J. Rickards, Bsq. 5 Annapols Co.—
James I, Fellows, Oliver Foster, Delianey
Harris; Hings Co—D. R Eaton, J. G.
Byrne, Robert W. Starr, Leander Rand,
Isaac Shaw, Andrew 11 Johnston.

AN ArprE FreEak.—*0Ona tree bearing

> . » <
Pound Sweet Apples arowing in the garden
of C. C. Hawmilton, M.1),, ir. Cornwallis, three
apples formed and grew on a small twig the
size of a goose quill and cight inches long.
Two of these apples had all the characteris-
ties of the Pound Sweet, in colour, size, shape,
and other peculiarities; while the middle one
was smaller, pertecily rosseted, and different
in shape, more ribbed at the blossom end, and
having a shorter stem.  The twig with its
three apples was exhibited at Somerset, and
recently the fruit was tested by the Comneil
of the Fruit Growers® Association, when it
was found that the apples differed also in
their qualities.  The two applesappearing to
be Pound Sweets had all theic true charae-
tevistics, whereas the middle one which was
russeted was smaller, lessfine in flosh, witha
finer oily grain, inchned to wilt, and with a
yellow cast of flesh,  When tasted, the flavor
seemed somewhat diffevent, being by some
considered slightly acidd.

Nothing was done to bring about this sin-
gular phenomenon ; and the fact of the three
apples growing upon the same twig, and dif-
fering as they did, was not known to the pro-
prictor until about the first of October.

It is for fruit growers to specalate upon
this subject, and assign if they can. the tiue
cause of this singular “ apple freak;” thereis
not atree bearing russeted apple within ten
rods of where these apples grew.”

Axyxuarn Exmuiriox.—The Annual Ex-
hibition will be held at Somersct in October,
asalready announced in the Journal of Agri-
culrure.

NOVA SCOTIAN DOG, PIGEON
AND POULTRY CLUB.

. PATRON.
Sir W. I'. WiLr.:aMs, of Kars, Bart, &c.
COMMITTEE.

Capt. L'Estrange, R. A., President.

J. Matthew Jones, Esq., V. President.

Colonel Alyers, Lieut. Colonel Tido,
Hon. Alex. MacFarlane, Professor Law-
son; Messrs. Gillett, 47th Regt., M. I.
Crofton, 4th K. O. Regt., George Drillio,
C. E. Stewart, R. A. Brehm, John Hos-
terman, John T. Compton, H. Piers,
Fred. Blaiklock.

J. Hunter Duvar, Hon. Secretary.

Martin G. Black, Zreasurer.

HONORARY MEMBER.
R. W. Boyle, Isq., Dublin.

RULES.

1.—That this Socicty be called the
« Nova Scotiax Dog, PigeoN axp
Povrrry Crun,” its ohjects being the
improvement and exhibition of  the
breeds of dogs, poultry, and other do-
mestic animals,

2—That an annual subscription of
One Dotllar, payable on admission, con-
stitute membership.

3.~—Ladies are invited to join as mem-
bers.

4.—That at least one annual Exhibi-
tion be leld, in the month of June, at
which shall be given such prizes as the
Committee shall be in a position to ofter.

5——A general meeting of members
shall be held twice a year, for the tran-
saction of business.

6.—That this Club be guided by the
Rules and Regulations of the * British
National Poultry Club.”

7.—~The Shows of the Club will be
open to competitors from all parts of the
Province.

8.—That the government of the Soci-
ety be vested in a Committee, to be elec-
ted annually at 2 gencral meeting of the
members.

It is intended to offer prizes, (subject
to future arrangement as to conditions
and amount.) at the Exlhibition in June,
for the best Dogs of the following breeds :

Land Spanicls,

Water Spaiels,

Newfoundland, (rough and smooth
haired,)

Pointers,

Setters,

Sheep and Cattle Dogs,

‘Perriers, English aud Scotch,

Hounds,

Iouse Dogs,

Lapdogs, in their varieties,

Povrtry.—TFor the best coop, con-
taining one male and ‘one female, in the
classes of

Game, Dorking,
Spanish, Cochin,
Bralinas, Hamburgs,
Polands,

Bantams, and other varicties,
Geese,

Ducks, of varieties,

Turkeys, ]
Ornamental Poultry generally.
Picroxs.

Cace Bmbs.
Also for sach birds or other domestic
animals as may be distingnished by their
rarity, beauty, or usefulness.

Mr. Boyle, a gentleman of high cele-
brity as a fancier and successful exhibi-
tor. has kindly offered to act as purcha-
ser in Britain, and the Committee havo
placed a sum of money at his disposal for
the importation of birds and eggs.

A few egas of choice broods may be
now had at the rate of one dollar a dozen,
on application to the Secretary—the pro-
ceeds to be given in prizes.

For any further information conaected
with the Club, apply to the Secretary or
any member of the Committee, if by
letter, post paid.

Aiscellaneous.

L I N T R R U T VN

PEAT IN MICHIGAN.

SN NNt

The Detroit Free Press has an inter-
csting article upon this subject. The
peat is found in dry bogs, of which there
are several hmndred in the State.  The
supply is belicved to be practically inex-
haustible. It is also of a very fine qua-
lity. Professor Dougliss, of the State
University, after a careful analysis, pla-
ces proportion of ash and sooty matter
at ouly three and two-tenths per cent.
It is generally known that peat is the
vegetable soil of swamps, made up of
matted roots, leaves and stems of plants.
Lo obtain it, the surface, containing the
living plants and roots, is taken oft; the
peat is cut by a pecnliarly shaped spade
into oblong blocks, which are thoroughly
dried in the swuj it is then powertully
compressed by hydraulic machines, until
its size and weight are reduced nearly
two-thirds ; next it is ground to powder,
and dried in cylinders which revolve in a
heated chamber; finally, at a temperature
of one hundred and cighty degrees, it is
caked by a powerful pressure, and is
ready for market. Some of the Michi-
gan farmers use it in preference to wood;
its superior cheapness commends it to
many others. The Press says that it
has found a ready sale in Boston and
clsewhere.  Several peat companies have
been formed and machines invented du-
ring the last six months. Peat also gives
forty per cent. of illuminating gas, at the
rate of about fourteen thousand feet per
ton. 'The best coal does not equal this.
The Press thinks it will become very
popular for parlour use, as it can be
burned in an open grate, and would he
far more cheerful than the dull air-tight
stove.

A VEGETARIAN FESTIVAL.

A rather remarkable festival was held
at Blennerhasset, Cumberland, on Christ-
mas day, upon the farm of Mr. William
Lawson, son of Sir Wilfred Lawson, of
Brayton. The farm is conducted on the
co-operative principle, a tithe of the pro-
fits being divided among the workers, and
Mr. William Lawsor and his servants
are vegetarians. AN the peuple of the
district who chose to write beforchand
for free tickets or to pay 4d. on Christmas

day were invited. Musicians were re-
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qiested to tahe their dnstruments with
them, and it was added, *those who like
may bring their own spoons.” About
one thousand people attended. The farm
Luildings were decorated, and in the large
roums singing aud dancing and lecturing
on phrenology, co-operation, vegetarian-
ism, and physivlogy, went forward at in-
tervals during the day.

At noon a meal of grain, fruit and
vegetables was given, which rather sur-
prised some of the beef-cating peasautry
who lad assembled to take part in the
festival.  There were raw turnips. boiled
cabbages, boiled wheat, boiled barley.
shelled peas, (half a ton of each of these
three last named); oatmeal gruel, with
chopped carrots, turnips and cabbage in
it: boiledd horse beans, boiled potatues;
salads, made of chopped carrots. turnips,
cubbages, parsley, &e., over which was
poured linseed builed to a jelly. As there
were no condiments of any kind, either
upon the extraordinary messes or the
table, and all being cold except the pota-
toes, it may be imagined that the guests
dil not Sit down with much teish to their
vegetarian fae. Each oue had an apple
and a biscuit presented on rising from
the table.

In the course of the afternoon Mr.
Lawson’s two steam engines, called by
him «Cain” and “Abel,” set off with
steam up and whistles screamiug to lead
a procession over the farm, but they did
not get very far, and the procession was
rather a straggling one.  Good order was
maintained all day, the farm servants of
the establishment acting as officers, and
Mr. W. Lawson himself performing the
duty of special constable—n fact which
was announced by placards posted up on
the farm buildings, bearing the words—
“William Lawson, sworn constable."—
Agricultural Gazette.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

The American dgriculturist. 0. Judd
and Co.,, 41 Park Row, New York.—
March. An excellent number with splen-
did illustrations.

Cunada Farmer. G. Brown, Toronto.
March. Thereis a good article on breed-
ing of salmon in addition to the usual
agricultural matter.

The Abstuiner, P. Monaghan, Ialifax.

Colonial Farmer, Lugrin, Fredericton.

Gardener’s Monthly.” Meehan, Phil-
adelphin.  February.

Journal of Education of Nova Scotia.
February.

Trade Seed List.
Lrfurt, Prussia.

Leport of Superintendent of Education
of Lower Canada for 1865.

Lidinhurgh  DBotanical Suciety's Fro-
ceedings, February, 1867, in the Scottish
Larmer.

Haage & Schmidt,

received a prospectus of this publication,
which is to be devoted to the exposition
of scicntific topies in a free and familiar
manner, without those technicalities
which often render the mass of such read-
ing tedious and diflicult. It will contain
papers on topies of a general and special
nature relating to Natural Iistory, illus-
trated with appropriate wood engravings,
and oceasional lithographic plates. These
papers will be maiuly original, but com-
pilations and translations of papers from
other sources will be introduced when
deemed of suflicient interest.

Accounts of excursions and expeditions
made for scientific purposes, with descrip-
tions of the various ol,jects of interest
discovered.

Explanations of the principles of the
structure, development and classification
of animals and plants, both living and
fossil, and notices of recent discoveries in
Geology and Archxology.

various parts of the world.
Dircctions for collecting, preparing aud
arranging collections, induading descrip-
tions of the latest methods of mounting
and preparing specimens ; reviews, &e.
Trrys :—Subscription for one copy
per year, S3.00.
Arrnics S. Asckarp, Jr.,
Essex Institute, Salem, Muss.

AGRICULTURAL AND GArDEN SEEDS.
—Mr. J. Qutram, Jr., of the Emigrafion
Oflice, Bedford Row, has made an impor-
tation of Faurm and Garden Seeds. Ile
has sent us his list, which shows a judici-
ous sclection,

Mr. Saumders, of Argyle Street, oppo-
site Messrs. Northup’s store, has likewise
imported largely, and from his experience
in Jersey, is well qualified for the business.

$xow oy Locnyagar.—Last summer
the Scotch mountains seem to have retain-
ed their snow wreaths longer than usual.
Prof. Balfour and his party, visited Loch-
nagar in August, and found patches of
snow several hundred feet in extent and
ten feet in thickness.

LONG LOOKED-FOR COME AT LAST.—
The Edinburgh Chamber of Agriculture
has organized a subscription to present a
testimonial to the Rev. Patrick Bell, Car-
mylie, Perthshire, the inventor (in 1826)
of the Reaping Machine.

Care or Maxuke.—A discussion at
the London Club last month brings out
the important fact that exposed dung
heaps lose value not by evaporation, but
only by the washing of rains.

AGRICULTURAL SURVEY.—It is pro-
posed to enter upon a national agricul-
tural survey.

Buraxic GArRDEN AT INVERNESS.—
A Botanic Garden of hardy planta has

The American Naturalist.—We have

been established at Inverness.

Accounts of the Scientific museums in

ADVERTISEMENTS!?
INotice.

AL BONES suited for Agricultural
Purposes will be received and paid for in
cash, at my Store in future. Parties hav-
ing large quantities of the above, cau have
them removed from their premises regu-
larly, say once a week, by givi.g notice
as above, at prices from 30 to 50 cents
per 100 lbs., according to quality.

As it is intended to place the whole of
the Bones ground at th» Al at the ser-
vice of agriculturists at reasonable rates,
the co-operation of parties favorable to
the development of farming interests is
respectfully solicited,— which they will
manifest by taking especial care of their
Loues.

JAMES STANFORD.

N. B.—Store—just north of 1lice
Oftice. Mill—at Three Mile House.

FOR SALE!

A very fine imported RAM (Canadian Leices-
ter), also a BOAR, scven mouths old, nnported
from I'rince Edward Island; and pair of improv-
cd English Dorkings (imported last fail).  For
further particulars apply to the Secretary of the
Board of Agriculture.

Havirax, March, 1867.

BOAR FOR SALE.

Twenty months old, cross of Berkshire and
White Chester, of large size, remarkable for

syminetry, aud a sure stoch getter.  Price—S40.
v. F. PIKRE,
Fel'y, 1867. Annapolis.

FOR SALE!

A 3 year old BULL, part Ayrshire and pars
Durham, rather a fine animal,
<Antigonish, Nov, 1866. Cuas. BigELOW.

BULIL YOR SALE.

An Arpenrxey BULL, 4 years old, a fine
animal, not cross, and raises fine stock. ITowest
price, §30. Apply to

1. B. Mitcnerr,
Sec'y Chester Agri. Soc'y,

TO. CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary Communications are to be
addressed to Dr. Lawson, Secretary of
the Board of Agriculture, Ialhousie
College, IIalifax. All lists of subscribers
and remittances of subscriptions are to be
sent to Messrs. A. & W. McKinlay,
Publishers, Granville Street, Halifax.

The Journal of Agriculture
~is published monthly by—
A. & W. MACKINLAY,

No. 10, GraxviLLE STREET,

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA,

TERNS OF SUBSCRIFPTION :—

Fifty Cents per annum—payable in advance.

A'limited nu.aber of Advertisements in conneo-
tion with Agriculture will boe inserted on application
to the Publishers.



