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A Siberian Protest Against Intervention

4

. farmers and workmen. You ask

(From the ‘‘Nation,”’ New York, July 26.)

HE following proclamation, issued by the
farmers and workmen volunteers of the
provinee of Primorsk, Siberia, was brought from
that country by an offieial in the service of one of
the Allied Governments.
Shikotovo, Siberia.

We; farmers who aim to effect the Revolution of
Farmers and Workmen, issue the following pro-
clamation:

We do not recognizelgny Allied command, because
the Japanese, Engligh, Italian arl American Gov-
ernments are endeavoring to bring pressure against
the great Russian Revolution, which marks the be-
ginning of liberty for the working classes of the
whole world. Profiting by the state of chaos in Rus-
gia, the allied countries, with false promises of not
-interfering in the internal affairs of the country

ave invad oria with troops. In reality they
y their ambitions and to seize

v

e

o1 por
mination of the workmen and the farme g. Itisin
‘vain that these foreigners seize railways and the
wealth of Siberia, in econjunetion with the so-called
government of Omsk, beeause the workmen and
farmers do not recognize it.

According to your proclamation, you are placing
troops here for the purpose of maintaining order,
but on behalf of the workmen and farmers, we ask

you the following questions:

(1) Who has asked you to re-establish order in our
sountry ! .

{2) Who has given you the right to do,it

{3) How is it that the Allied troops take upon
themselves the*task of maintaining ogder in eur
country !

(4) Is it for the purpose of maintaining order that
they establish themselves through Siberia, lending

a strong hand to the Kolchak troops, knoeking down
peaceable people, and shooting them? Perhaps you

excuse the burning of villages in the maritime prov- -

inces by Japanese troops by saying it is for the pur-
pose of maintninin’g order. = £
The workmen and peasants of Russia who have 2
real Soviet Government, have been peither injured
por humilated as these have been by your troops and
those of Kolehak. It is no longer only Bolsheviki
and the Red Guard who oppose you; it is also the
us to give you full
eontrol of the Souchan railway the main Siberian
line, in order to be able to move freely your troops
‘and Kolchak troops, who wish to wipe us out. This
is not only childish, but insolent. Orders should
" eome from us and not from you. We demand that

. you evacuate eur territory, and go back whenece you

eame. 1f you will not submit to this order, we will
ot give you one inch of the railway we have built
with our very blood. , »

. We declare war on you to the déath. " Remember
that in this we are not alone, but the "working

‘private establishment—will in

classes of the whole world are with us. No matter
how gréat our sacrifices may be, vietory finally re-
mains in our hands. We aceept your challenge to
engage in battle. Our aim is not only Shikotove, but
also, as you may know, Vladivestok, which is your
main base of operations. Just as the Allied troops
have left Odessa and Archangel, you will be
foreed to leave Vladivostok. Until that time, we will
never lay down our arms.

SO

(Signed by) Schevehenko,

Commander-in-chief of the Army of Volunteers of
Farmers and Workmen of the Province of Pria-
mur, in the name of the Federal Soviet Republie
of all Russia.

IF YOU WERE ACCUSED of a crimé, how
much would you give for the right to be tried
by a jury of your peers? Under the infamous
amendment to the Immigration Act, men not

Canadian-born, Britishers and others, have
been robbed of this right. No one is now safe.
It may be your turn next. Do unto others as
you would be done unto. Help to secure a
fair trial for the Winnipeg men arrested dur-
ing the strike by sending a donation to—

James Law, Seeretary Qefence Fund, Room 12.
Labor Temple, Winnipeg.
(Winnipeg Strikers’ Defence Bulletin.)

Soviets’ Care of the Mothers

(From the “‘Daily. Herald,”’ London.)

work of & revolutionary Russian woman, Alexandra
Kollontay, the People’s Comimissary of Publie Wel-
fare in Petrograd. > ‘

It is to the indefatigable worker that we owe the
following remarkable deeree, published last year by
the Soviet Government. a few weeks only after its
establishment - :
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“Over two million young lives have been hiher-
to saerificed every year-owing to publi¢ indiffer-
ence and class legislation. ‘Over two million tragie
mothers have yearly watered the soil of Russia with
their tears, and have with their labor-wearied
hands closed the prematurely opened tombs of
those innocent vietims of a hideous soecial order.

‘“ Among the most striking examples of Capitalist
‘morality’ are those ‘homes’ for orphans, over-
erowded far beyond their limits, with their enor-
mous death-rate and their odious methods of up-
bringing which were an insult to the sacted feel-
ings of thése poor = resourceless mothers, trans-
formed thus into mere stupid producing machines.

Fading of a Nightmare.

‘““Happily, since the victory of the Workers’ Re-
volution, this fearful nightmare has faded into the
mists of the past. v i
. “Workers! Citizen-mothers! . Brave, tender- °
hearted creators of a mew social life! Doctors,
teachers, nurses! New Russia calls you all to build
up the splendid edifice of the well-being of the fu-
ture generations.

<“All eentral and branch institutions eonnected
with the Commissary of Publie. Welfare coneerning
child welfare are now unifedl in one organization,
under the eontrol of the Department for the FPro-
tection of Mdthers and Children. :This is in order
to link them up with the lying in institutions, and
to create strong healthy citizens, both mentally and
physieally. , :

- Hospital—hitherto a
future be included
in this gystem, and will go by the name of the Chil-

=

dren’s Palace. Its twin at Mescow will be known
as the Mosecow Children’s Institute.

“ R
“In order the quicker to bﬁ&l’b«&viﬁﬁ ced
reforms in the safeguarding of Russian-children, a
spécial committee has been organized in connection
with the Department for the Protection of Mothers
and Children. This committee is composed of re-
presentatives of the Soviets, delegates from work-
ers’ organizations and specialists on the question
of education and infant hygiene.

“The following prineciples will be
the committee :—

A i N L G i
panshars 3

adhered to by
.

‘1. The safeguarding of the mother for the
child.

‘2. The upbringing of the child in _an atmos-
phere of Socialist Communism.

‘3. The ereation of conditions.whieh for the
child will serye as the basis of physical and
moral development, and a clear understand-
ing of life.”’

State Wages to Mothers.

But the aetivities of Alexandra Kollontay do not
end with a mere ediet—which is valuable to the out-
side world chiefly as an indication of the mind
wnderlying the Soviet Government, which, though
tormented. by a thousand unparralelled agitations,
never for a moment forgets the welfare of the most
helpless citizens. ;

‘Practical measures have begn started—100,000

* children are fed daily from the vast kitehens of the

Winter Palace; creches and lying-in hospitals are
in full swing and free to all; and the ' State pays
prospectivé mothers their full wages for a minimum
of six weeks after child-birth.

“TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD.”
" (By John Reed)

John Reed was in Russia during the Bolsheviki
Revolutién and this book records his observations.
He is a journalist, thus a trained observer but be-
sides this he had the advantage of understanding
the historical nature of the forces at work. Price,
$2  Postage paid. (s ’
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The Rac1a1 Problem in the States

A thorough discudsion of the*Race Problem of
the United States would involve a eon-
sideration of many factors and  unlimited space.
However, it is not pessible to discuss this phase of
the Social Problem from the workers’
without consideration of historical details.

Most every worker is aware of the fact that the
Negro has recently—sinee 1861-1865—emerged from
Chattel Slavery and also that the negro slave was
imported into America. from -Africa by. Slave
Traders, principally British of the
Era and later.

The systef of education to which the worker is
indebted for a knowledge of these details can be
accredited with the failure of the worker to under-
stand the pecularities of the negro’s position more
thoreughly in relation to cause and effect.

The 'school histories- of the United States are
written from a viewpoint of pro-Ameriecanism and
stress the details of past events which ecan be
utilized in propagatmg American ideals. This fail-
ure on the part of modern text books to record the
full truth can be aseribed to the faet that it would
not be conduecive. to governmental control of the
populace in any exigeney. It is only the patriot of
the most highly developed type who will recognize
friend or foe in aceérdance with governmental de-
tree. ‘To develop this degree of patriotism it has

Elizabethian

been necessary to ascribe the progress of a country

to the genius and morality of the forefathers of the
scholars and likewise to aseribe any panic or plague
to the wickedness or immorality pf the outstanding
personalities in the histories of other countries.
The United States on its éntry into the European
War, found it necessary to revise its school his-
tories which were permeated with anti-English
sentiment, and the anti-American sentiment, pre-
valent in Great Britain before the entry of the
United States into the war, was easily mverled by
the British press.

Mamthoddodmﬁon.wliehhmvomin
every country, is itself a cause 5f phenomea which
is observable from time to time. This phenomena
generally is manifested by the attitude of the
populace, of any country, with regard to occur-
ences, of internatiohal moment. As examples:—
(1) I the workers of one country go on strike, the
workers of any other country consider it patnotnc

to take advantage of this incident to produce com-
modmes for the market formerly supplied by the
striking workers. This is called ‘“Capturing Trade,”
although it has a semblance of seabbing. (2) Their
support of tariffs against competing nations and
trade agreements in general.

In fact modern education develops a psychology
which is regulated hy officialdom.

The ignorance of the white worker with regard
to anything except that which the educational sy-
stem of the northern and western whiteschools, in-
culeated into his organ of thought, enabled the
American employing class to have a working class
divided in the event of industrial disputes or any
other expression of the common social aspirations
of either element of the working class.

Let it be understood that the education of -the
negro was not of the same standard as that of the
‘White worker, because the negro ‘did not require

 the same degree of technical training as the white

worker. Technieal education is necessary for the
machine worker, either ry or agricultural. but:
the agrieultural pursuits of the negre i.e., cotton
and cane produetion and to some extent tobacco, is
not as dependent on the machine as ¥ the grain
‘production of the northwest. Agricultural ma-
chinery in the south, to the extent which it now
exists, is a comparatively recent innovation.

. 'This factor of education has been considered be-
cause it is contributory to an understanding of the
negro’s position in North America. Although eon-
tributory eauses are many, the basic cause of so-
eial tendencies, economie development, proceeds in
its logical course. The development of this factor
_tends toward a common or universal understanding

viewpoint.,

on'the part of the dmnmattd elemen: of all nations

» The degree to which this factor has developed in

spite of obstruetive or reaectionary factors is evi-

sdent today fo Liv. most servile slave and the miost
. arrogant master, and so a Situation of factional

strife between the workers of any ecountry, stands
out in contrast to the ' general tendency of the
times. » -

Some few years back Race Riots in the United
States would not have been noticeable, a great.dis-
tance from the Point of oeeurrence. Furthermore,
Race Riots could not' develop to the same extent or
in the same loealities "as recently. The conditions
did not exist five years ago to produce a Race War
in Chicago. Five years ago, Negro Police, Mail
Carriers, Street Rulwaynpn were noticeable’ in
Chicago and Negros wcre generally aecepted in
the upper strata of labhor’s rauks without comment.
The Great War produced the conditions of the re-
cent troubles in that ecity.

The war was a test of patriotism of all elements.
and the negro, being subjected to the training
necessary for the development of patrmtum was-
not found wanting in this respect.

The negro evidenced  his patriotism by enlisting
in the Armed Forees of the U. 8. A. There were
limitations however, placed on the reeruiting of
negros, ~as an Armed Force. A eapable Armed
Foree of 3,000,000-American negros eould have been
easily reeruited from the 12,000,000 negros in the
United States. This would, however, have been a
menacing foree after the cessation of histilities in
view of the history of the American negro. It will
be appreciated that it was neécessary to utilize the
energy of the negro in another manner. This was
accomplished by transPorting megros from the
south of the ‘‘Mason-Dixon’’ line, to the industrial
centers ‘of the north. . The negro found his way
into sueh industries as did not require mechanical
skill and thus the white worker in these oecupa-
tions was displaced for enlistment in ‘the Armed
Forces. The stockyard- district of Chicago was a
large field for negro labor. The negro of the south
has always been subjected to a very inferior stan-
dard of living and when the labor market became
glutted by the return of white workers from the
war, the negro had an advantage.’ The patriotism
of the employers would not justify them in replac-
ing the negro by ex-dpldiers and sailors, as the
neg’\o could best suit the aemployer’s needs by
working eheaper. In addition to this faetor, the
negro had become familiar with and competent in
the work during the absenck of the white worker.
There was no way the white ecould -displace ‘the
black, so the former resorted to shooting the negro
out of his industrial and social position. The negro’s
low standard of living would assist him in saving
from his war-time earnings which were relatively
high, and thereby proeure property in the resi-
dential, and frequently, semi-aristocratic distriets.
The paZking-house foreman, - manager' or <clerk
living next door o a negro, could not feel com-
fortable or make his predicament eoincide with his
cherished ideals. The origin and development of
anti-negro sentiment was ignored by authorities,

and the patriotism of the negro during the war was

forgotten and patriotism on the part of employers
was stored away for future use. Offieials could not
of course .countenance lawlessness but they ‘ould
of course be otherwise engaged e.g., propagating
the League of Natfons. This was apparently the
attitude of Law and until after the shooting
methods had made an impression on the negro.
Another factor in this situation is the social posi-
cmdmmmmmmm.
Chttel&lntoavmdan There is no’ doubt

,inthm'lnhdwithn'ndﬁohhmllﬂ
'Mhhdﬁcbﬂhﬂtﬂdhhﬂryd&mﬁt—
-ed with his emanecipation.

Disappointment with
Freedom and Demoeracy is menacing to the extent
to which it is prevalent. The negro has never been
in a position to manifest his ‘disappointment, be-
unnthenhlmbeuttl-uh the United

States, prior to the war. when it has been in the
interests of the dominant elass to permit the negro
and white worker to meet on a common basis, or
to come 10 & ¢ommon-agieement on any matter.
During the war, the negro developed in many res-
pects and this development was evident by the fact
that, for a time, the shooting was being carried on
by as well as at the negro. This is unknown in the
past history of the American negro. He has always ‘
been the submerged, socially, by his poverty, by the
edueational system he has been subjected to and by
the pecularities of his environment, i.e. by the eli-
mate of the southern states, his agrieultural oc-
cupation, .and his Chattel Slave traditions.

Quoh of the negro population of the United
States, as existed in the north prion to the war,
were déveloping a class knowledge, and the white
and “black were meeting on this basis. This was
a menace aggravated by the influx of negroes from
the south, to the industrial regions of the north dur-
ing the war. The negro who has lived in the in-
dustrial centers of the north for a considerable
period becomes an educator of his fellows. It is
noticeable that the Race War epidemie did not ap-
pear in cities where there has always been more or
less friction between the races e. g in Cincinnati,
Louisville, St. Louis, ete., or the industrial ecities
along the north of the Mason-Dixon Line.

As before stated, it is not possible here to give
full consideration to all faglors of the question in
their relationship but a study of the proposition
from an unbiased workers’ viewpoint will result in
a réasonable conclusion.

The negro today is a wage-slave, different from
the white wage-slave by eolor only. Their interests
are identical. They are both exploited by a pars-
sitic social element and neither will have an op-
portunity to assert themselves as men and women,
either white or black, until they recognize this
identity of interests. ‘It is quite possible that those
white workers in Chicago, who became enthusiastic
over the eplor issue, will go to work in the place of
negroes who have been eliminated and that the
surplus of their labor will sustain in exeellance a
black, brown or yéllow parasite as well as the white
parasites who laughed in fiendish glee at Yheir
anties in ‘“shooting up‘the coon.”’

The orgy was stopped by the owners of both
white and black, when property became jeopar-
dized, at least such property as was not as easily
replaced as was any which would cease to exist as
a result of a rifle bullet.

Race Riots, Strike Riots, ete., will oeccur until the
handieap of a fallaceous edueation is overcome by
a realizatjon on the part of the workers that théy
huve nothing under capitalism: hence nothing to

“This is more obvious to the_negro, and it is
tlus fast ‘Which makes the negro element of this
continent worthy of special consideration.

KINNEY.

A SIGN OF GRACE.

The ““Christian Science Monitor,”” for July 29
carries Np article, covering five columns, by Mrs.
Gertrude M. Tobinson, wife of a Soviet Com-
misar, on her experiences in Siberis. Her aceount
is entirely favorable to thé Workers’ Republie,
wMehnhruSﬂnrhwummdvuupWy
on its way to a re-organization of the eountry’s af-
fairs on a satisfactory basis, when the ‘Allies inter-
vened, and their tool Kolchak and his forces re-
introduced the anarchy of militarism again.

" To publish the other side of the Russian question
is & new departure for the ‘““Monitor’’ and we hope
itvrﬂleoaﬁnutodonhthhuratoftmh

Amrdingwtmmnporhud at
Breslau, ‘British officers found babies from three
months to three years old sucking spinach soup out
ofbottles.mﬂudofmﬂk Gmthm the moral
uplifter.
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Ten Minutes’ Talk With the Workers

From the Ghsgow ‘Soecialist,’” June 19.)

Markets and Capitalist Anarchy.

If you pay attention fo the various controversies
whieh spring.from the discussion of eeoromic and
political questions you will noticé notonly how fre-
quently the word markets is used, but what a tre-
mendous influence it has upon social life.. The re-
cent war for éxample, with the awful

origin in the struggle for markets between . riva!
groups of eapitalists. The Peace palaver was
~hung up because our international masters were
not agreed upon their various spheres of influence,
which simply means the monopoly by partieular
capitalist groups of eertain Tarkets.

The idea.of a market with its"transgetions of buy-
ing and selling has become so familiar that it may
be difficult for you to amagine a time when buying
and selling did not exist. Yet a slight aequaint-
ance with good bobks on history and economies
would teach you that the present system and man-
ner of trading is quite recent. Of course when we
say recent you must bear in mind that the history
of society goes back at least a hundred thousand
years. In such a period to talk of three op four
hundred years is like speaking about yesterday. So
We may say our present capitalist system, with its
production of commodities for markets instead of
immediate use, and its eonsequent buying and sel-
ling, is quite young. That is, of course. compared
to the duration of society as a whole.

The capitalist apologetic writers of university
text-books on economies very conveniently forgpt
all this. And just as they try to make you believe
that the stone picked up by the monkey, or the elub
used by the savage, are primitive forms of capital,
80 they would have you believe that the rude forms

dimn-eu-riod on by savages represents the .

nf wdq Of course these analogies are
Wbymchhdwmcmuhu been men-
tioned, to prove how the present system of eapital-
ism has its roots in ‘‘nature.”” That is to say, has
always existed, and always' will exist. Such ideas
being intended to discourage any attempts of
Socialists to change it

Barter and Exchange.

You would do well, however, to havée it clearly
fixed in your mind that there is a big difference
between what economists call ““‘barter’’ and our
modern methods of exchange. Barter, among
primitive peoples represents the direet exchange

_ of one article for another, say, beads for fish. Only
those things are exchanged after the personal needs
of the individual or group are satisfied. trans-
action is always a direet exchange of one use-value
- for another, In our day, however, exchange is a
highly-developed process. Normally. ecommodities
are not exchanged direet with each other. . They
have ﬂut got to be converted into money, either
actually or imaginary. Then, with the money, the
desired commodity is purchased. In other words,
the produgts have got to be sold for money first,
and then, with the money procured by the sale,
other commodities are bought. In all cases money

_is the intermediary.

Nor must you think, as some writers would have
you believe, that in the schoolboy- practice of
. ““swapping,’’ say, a bit of string for a piece of pen-

: cﬂ, you have an illustration of an inborn tendency
10" marketings; and, therefore. a justifieation for

waste and;
slanghter; is now generally agreed to have had its

® with their booths, games,

the most interesting pages in economie history. And
since economics are closely linked with the indus-
trial life of a people, the change from barter to our
monetary system likewise. affords an interesting
sidelight on social evolution.

As we have seen in previous takks, all property
in primitive society is held in common, each com-
munity and tribe being self-supporting. But there
are certain things foreign to some plaves and na-
tive to others. This diffienlty is got over by the
process of barter, which takes place at the boun-
daries of the territory oceupied.by the respeective
tribes. This need for alien objects of utility gra-
dually becomes established, and by constant repeti-
tion eventually becomes a recognized social prae-
tice.: - Later on the eustom of produecing for im-
J:nediate wants, and exéhanging the surplus, alters
o the practice of producing for exchange rather
than the direet satisfaetion of human needs. Out
of this habit comes the great fairs, ‘“markets,”’ ete.,
and social ‘amenities,
many of which persist even to this day.

Rise of World Market.

But the isolation of village life*is broken down.
with improvements in rodds and means' of trans-
portation. The rise of towns and the discoveries of
foreign lands givés rise to a national and‘-event-
ually-—imperialistie, outlook, in contrast to the
parochialism of the rural economy which domin-
ated in the earlier days. The local fairs and mar-
kets decay before the rise of the great world &m-
poriums; until, today, the whole induktfial and
commerecial system'is largely deperident upon for-
eign markets.

The production of wheat, copper, iron, steel, tin,
for example, is largely controlled by the messages
which are cabled from the other ends of the earth.

Thus you have the curious spectacle of tens of
thousands of the cotton’ worké¥s' in Lancashire
walking aboiit unemployed ‘walting on  messiges
coming from abroad to say that there is a demand
for eotton goods. When you realize that this also
applies to nearly every industry in the country, ybu
can understand something of modern industry. It

‘you as a worker

is this production for the wrld market instead of
the direet satisfaction of social needs, which ex-
plains the insecurity that is so marked a feature of
present-day society: It is this which brings inter-
national rivalry, jeslousy, and hatred in fits train,
and periodically breaks into war.

The Fetish of Imperialism.

These things may appear to you to be unavoid-
able. but that is only beeause you look at things
from an employer’s standpoint. When you come
to realize, howeyer the manner in which your whole
life is dominated by the fluctuations of these mar-
kets, and how things ecould be more sensibly ar-
ranged, you will see how insane and stupid it is to
worship this fetish of -imperialiShi, which is manu-
factured and encouraged for private greed. You
will, eome to recognize that all this ‘‘marketing,’’
trading, and huckstering, as carried on today, is
only necessary as long as we allow private in-
dividuals or groups to control the forces of wealth_
production. gl

You will come to recognize, in a word, that for
‘‘commerecial supremacy’’ has
nothing to offer. This must be so, sinee, as the
world markets expand, international competition
becomes more and more intensified. Undercutting
on the market leads to the passion for chegpening
production. The eost of production can only be
cheapened by the worker agreeing to accept a
smaller share of his own produce, or inereasing the
amount handed oyer to the employers.

Capitalist Anarchy.

In any case you stand to lose, and since this pro-
cess of cheapening is’' going on ih every country:
can you wonder at the feverish anxiety of our com-
merecial sharks to teh the markets, and, if pos-
siblé; to qnmpuhteq them to their own advantage?

When, finally, the markets get glutted periodi-
eally, thanks to the growing ‘disproportion of what
the workers produce and what they receive in
wages. Does not the anarchy and chaos of ecapi-
talism not stand revealed as a repmaoh on eiviliza-

T. B,

tion?

INDIA.

In aletter to the Vice-roy of India, Rabindrandth
Tagore. the well-known poet. philosopher, says in
part as follows:

‘““The enormity of the measures taken by the
Government in the Punjab for quelling some local
disturbences has, with a rude shoek, revealed to
our minds the helplessness of: our position as
British subjects in India. The disproportionate
severity of the punishments inflicted upon the un-
fortunate people and the methods of earryifig them
out, we are convineed, are without parallel in the
history of civilized Governments, barring some
conspicuous exeeptions, recent and remote. Con-
sidering that such treatment has been meted out to
a population disarmed and resourceless by a power
which has the most terribly efficient organization
for destruction of human lives, we must strongly
assert that it can elaim no political expediency far
less moral justification. "

‘““Kmowing that our appeals have been in nin,
and that the passion of vengeauce is blipding the
noble vision of statesmanship in the Government,
which eould so easily afford to be magnanimous as
befitting its physieal strength and moral tradition,

~all the over-reaching and trickery that on in. the very least that I can do for my eountry is to
modern business. Byurdle:trymy:ma-*“‘““aneqmneummulthglmvom

_ perience of “‘swapping”’ yon will find that the im-
pulse was invariably prompted by the faet that you
had no money to procure the coveted articles pos-

a : W‘MM

' The story of how the idea of barter gradually
_ argse, changed its character- and finally took the
Mdmu&muﬂn&duﬁm&hmd
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to the protest of the millions of my countrymen,
mprhedhnoldmbuuuhhd(umr

“mﬁ-eiumvhabd“dmnskc
our shame glaring in their incogruous eontext of
humiliation, and 1, for my part, wish to stand,

" shorn of all special distinetions. by the side of

those of my eountrymen who, for their so-called in-
nuiﬁemec,mlisbhtow&rkm not

ﬂtforhn-anhp.
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London Bank Clerks Organize.
{Special to The Christian Seience Monitor.)

LLONDON, England.—The movement which is
taking place among the employees of the ,great
London banks to orgamize on a large seale is stead-
ily growing, and the number of clerks of all grades
who have enrolled in one or other of the guilds now
reaches several thousands. At present there are
two guilds.

IN THE FREE UNITED STATES.

All Men Are Born Free and Equal.
(From *‘Christian Secience Monitor,”” Aug. 1.)

WASHINGTON, Distriet of Columbia.—Negroes
would be prohibited from enlisting in the army and
navy under a bill introduced by Thaddeus H. Car-
away, demoerat, representative from Arkansas. The
measure also would provide for the discharge with-
in 60 days of all Negroes now in the service and pro-
hibit any from reeeiving appointments to the naval
and military academiqs. Another bill by Mr. Car-
away would prohibit intermarriage of whites’ and
Negroes in the Distriet of Columbia. /

Tens of-thousands of discharged commissioned
officers are looking for work in Great Britain
mmyofthem _in desperate circumstances. The
London Dni)yﬁenld gives instances, In one case an
ex-apuinwamamvdtoginhhhork
‘““We shall not forget you.”” An ex-officer’s asso-
ciation is being formed. nthro work in
hmyvﬁlﬁeusm rely on
support of the Labor Party.
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The Liberal Convention

O add to the tedium of life, as depicted in the
T newspapers, comes the reports of the pro-
ceedings of & Dominion Convention of Liberals (1)
who are trying to. resusitate the Liberal Party. Up
to date, the convention displays all the aggressive-
ness of a mud-puddle, and a mental grasp of modern
social needs and aspirations such as might be ex-
pected of a denizon of the same.

Amid lsughter, John Oliver declared he would
like to smash” the monopolies. 'The Vancouver
“‘Sun,”” report says' that several remarks about the
government ‘‘were severely eritical.”” Oh, Percival!
Some grave and reverend seignour no doubt with
due pomposity, said that the question of the proper
relation of Capital and Labor was of ‘‘grave im-
portance and shpuld receive the best consideration
of the convention.’’ Bet cher the rest of the econ-
vention would never have thought of that by them-
selves. There is always one tree that towers the
rest. The H. C. of L. got his 'n as usual in a ’ell
of a verbal drubbing. Resolutions drastically word-
ed contained proviso’s in the nature of this: ‘‘That,
- insofar as may be practicable, having regard to

Canada’s financial position, ete; ete. Not a word
of course that the same people who would decide
on finaneial practicability, are the same people en-
gaged in forcing the standard of living down of
the masses.

To show that the leenh are ‘‘keeping up'’ with
the times, two ladies were present as delegates. who
sponsored resolutions, which might have been en-
dorsed any time during this last two thousand
years, in any gathering of penons from the ‘‘res-
pectable class.”

The matter-of-fact proletariat applymg its. o¥n
matter-qf-fact logic, learnt at the machine, to these
Liberal (1)® resolutions and programs will ‘‘econ-
sign to contempt and disbelief, the host of make-
believes.”’

Progress of the Trials

ECAUSE it is conducted ‘“‘in cdmera,”

have little to report on the enquiry into the
case of the fourteen Russians now in the Immigra-
tion detention shed in Vaneouver. Bird, Mae-
donald & Earle, are engaged in the defence, and
have been successful in having the enquiry eon-
ducted with some semblanee of legal procedure.
The men are now to have charges laid against them,
and are to be tried on that basis, whereas the ori-
ginal intention of the Committee of Enquiry was to
act upon information laid against the men, and
upon the results of cross examination. This shows
howjenkulymvmdwithmthﬂtynut
be watched, and such safeguards as the legal sy-
Mnypmvidnboinvokedni‘uimtthnhdo-
fence of our fellow-workers.

The interned men are suspeet, on intomﬁn
laid by informers and the secret service of the
State. This in itself should be a sufficient reason
fwthinnkincdmleplwny&dr
very occupations, the men of the seeret service are
‘biased in favor of these who employ them. And in
addition to this, they belong to a particular psy-
chological type. In other words this human ma-
uﬁal,vduntocﬂlcum bruentnﬂb

we

work, is of a/peculiar spiritual fitness for this pre-
datory employment. Normal, healthy, social types
of beings, have always, in all ages and in all eoun-
tries, looked upon such people with ayersion and
even horror. Because secret service men are as a
rule, an abnormal type, their evidence, which very
often ecopsists of mere” expression of personal
opinieofis and animus, should be put to the severest
test of even hostile eritical examination. In short,
considering all the features of their case, the in-
terned men may be regarded as in the elutches of
a malevolent power from which it is our duty to
save them. \

The trial drags on its weary length. The prison-
ers are now charged with belonging to a secret
organization. This alleged organization is sup-
posed to be the suppressed Russian Workers’ Union.
Some literature, which was found in the possession
of some of .the  prisoners, has been submitted
against them and they are charged with secretly
circulating it. Among this literature are the leaf-
lets. ““The Shame of Being a Seab,’’ and the ‘“Death
Train of Siberia.”” The first leaflet, we believe,
was published by the Vancouver Trades and Labor
Couneil, and the latter by the Logger’s Union. Both
of them have been distributed openly in the streets
of Vancouver. The “‘Death Train of Siberia’’ was
taken from the American Red Cross Magazine, and
was written by an American Red Crogs worker.

In-the interior of British Columbia, Romeo Albo,
of Italian nationality, long resident, and well and
very favorably known amongst all workers in the
interior, well-educated, speaking seven languages,
has been sentenced to deportation by the loecal tri-
bunal. His lawyer has been instruected by the com-
mittee in charge of the B. C. Defence Fund to pro-
ceed to Ottawa to lay the case for appeal before
the Minister of Justice, who is the only Court of
Appeal, and who is also, by the way, also the prose-
cutor. The lawyer is instructed to break his jour-
ney at Winnipeg and confer with the lawyers in
charge of the defénce of similar eases in that eity.
On request from Albo’s defence a sum of $600 has
been forwarded by Victor Midgely, treasurer of the
B. C. Defence Fund, on instructions of the defence
committee. This is a large sum of money but, in
view of the important bearing of this case on others
yet to be tried, and in the interests of Albo him-
self, the committee felt they eould not do other-
wise. We understand that the grounds of the com-
plaint against Albo was a letter from him, which
was ‘published in the B. C. Federationist. No action
was taken against the Federationist for publishing
it. ’

Letters from the Comrades in Winnipeg, report
them as all in good heart, and as desiring their
thanks to be conveyed to all who are so generously
rallying to their defence. As to the progress of the
trial, the letters add little to the reports of.the
press. They, however, warn us that the latter
agency, is as usual, on its job of giving one-sided
aecounts of the trial. Mere statements and opinions
of erown witnesses being featured without a show-
ing of how they came out under the cross-examina-
tion of the defence.

Comrades and friends, show your sense of work-
ing-class solidarity by raising moneys for these
members of your class now in trouble.

Take up collections at your union meetings, pie-
nics and at the workshop.

Send all money and make all cheques payable to
V. R. Midgley- Defence Fund, P. O. Box 879, Van-
couver, B. C.

waorﬁbem A. Broateh, 1203
Eighth avenue east, Calgary, Alta.

- Central Collection Ageney: J. Law. Secretary,

Defem?uﬂ,loul&hbot'l‘e-ﬂe,wunim

mvﬂl be acknewledged thron‘h
Labor and Socialist Press.

Nevmuthtwthbdnq—w
Love Hastings street, next to Royal Theatre. Co-

lumbia News Ageney, corner Hastings and Colam-

bia. “MMMWWMM
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Fih and: Argué New Rule
for Loggers on Sunday

{From.the ‘‘Vancouver Daily Provinee.’”)

In pre-prohibition days thc boss of a logging out-
fit had to be a two-fisted fighter able to punch the
head of the biggest bully in his camp. But times
have changed—yes indeed, and at least one camp
boss is vainly trying to adjust himself to the new
conditions.

He explained his troubles at the Labor Temple
the other day.

“I'm looking for 'a eopy of Karl Marx’s ‘Capi-
tal,” he explained t& a labor leader who recognized
him as a former member of the Legislature and re-
presentative of large financial interests.

“Yon _want to read Marx?’’ exclaimed the labor
man in astonishment.

““Yes.”” answered the ecamp boss.
this way:

“When I took hold of the ecamp, I moved the
“bunkhouse from tidewater to rafts on the lake
where we are working. We move these rafts up
and down the lake as desired and on Sunday the
boys sit on the logs and ecatech fish. As many as
thirty will be fishing at once—By jove, I've simply
got to_get that book!”” he exelaimed, interrupting
himself.

‘““Yes, but what have thirty loggers fishing on a
Sunday got to do with Karl Marx?’’ queried the
labor man. ‘‘You don’t mean to tell me that the
boys are eating fish that has not been canned?’’ he
questioned.

“They do,’”’ replied the worried employer “and
the trouble is I ean’t figure out whether it is fresh
fish » pmhihiti« n that’s responsible for the change
in them.’

‘“And what is the change?”’

“Well, you see, instead of carrying on as tlny'
used to do, punching one another when there was a
reasonable chance for a row, they’'ve got to calling
each other ‘Brother,” and there hasn’t been a fight
in the camp for a month.”

“Well, what do they do instead?”’ asked the
laborite.

‘“They spend their spare time reading economies,
and by heck! They're getting the best of me in
the arguments. This has got to stop. I simply ean’t
hold up my end any longer against those thirty
argumentative fishermen on a Sunday morning, un-
less T can get a hold of this book and post myself.

And I used to think myself some de-
(Continued on Page Five.)

“You see it is

MACHINE-GUN STATESMEN.

How did our statesmen stand? A question
was asked in the Senate in reference to the
Government and the Winnipeg strike. The re-
presentative of the administration in that
august body gave an answer which bids fair
to vie m fame with that of Mr. Patton. I have
not got his actual words before meé, but he
said, in effect. that the government were quite
prepared to handle the situation. He then pro-
ceeded to enumerate the number of machine-
guns and soldiers that were on hand in Winni-
peg! Does the honorable gentleman really be-
lieve that the way to attain and maintain so-
cial peace is to suppress every expression of
discontent? If so, he should retire and seek a
job in—China (which is, apparently, the near-
est approach to an autoeratic state now in
existence) and he would probably be an in- -
valuable assel to the government of that ecoun
try. There were a thousand steps which eould
_have been taken to settle the strike, but the-
government did not try to settle it. It set out
to break it. It tried machine-guns, not states-
- manship; perhaps beeause it had a greater
supply of the former material. (J.T. M., in
| Tarner’s Weekly.) -
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LABOR TROUBLES IN FREMANTLE.

(From *““The Christian Science Monitor.)

PERTH, West Australia—A feud which has
been waged between the Fremantle Lumpers Union
and the National Waterside Workers Union, has
culminated in serious riots at Fremantle, the chief
port of the/state. An affray between the lumpers
and a foree of armed police resulted ih 33 casual-
ties. Incidently, the riots have led to the downfall
of a national government led by Mr. H. P. Cole-
batch, former eolonial secretary, after only 29 days
of officee and the accession of a new government
under Mr. J. Mitchell, former Minister of Lands
and Agriculture.

The riots were a sequel to the waterside strike
of October, 1917, when the lumpers ceased work in
sympathy with strikers in the eastern states. Volun-
teers were called for by the government to man the
wharves, and some of those who responded formed
the National Waterside Workers Union, whieh;
after the strike, was registered as’ an industrial
union and given preference of employment, sub-
ject to the proviso that returned soldiers should
have first preference, whether members of the Fre-
mantle Lumpers Union or not. The existence of
the two unions under this system led to much bit-
terness.

Many lumpers were unable to secure work for
weeks at a time, with the result that their wives
and fdmilies suffered.

FISH AND ARGUE NEW RULE FOR LOGGERS
ON SUNDAYS. '

(Continued from Page Four.)

bater,”’ he murmured.

““Well, I'm afraid that you are out of luck. The
only publications of Marx litersture that I know
of are from the Kerr presses, and all of the Kerr
.. publications have been barred entry to Canada,”

“J don’t care how muech they are barred. I’ve
“simply got to have one. 1'd sooner take a chance

of getting in bad with the police than of engaging
in another Sunday morning debate with those
braves on the raft without being able to quote pas-
sages from Marx.”’ he declared, moving on in his
search of the book.

Send for This Educative Literature

The Communist Manifesto, at the rate of $8 per
100. Single copies 10 cents.

Manifesto of t.heSoculut Party of Canada . . $6
per 100. Single copies 10 cents.

Slave of the Farm . . $6 per 100. Single copies
10 cents.

Wiage Worker and Farmer .
copies 10- cents.

The Present Economie System, by Professor W. A.
Bonger . . $6 per 100. Single copies 10 cents.

Socialism, Utopian and Seientific . . Single copies

15 cents. Wholesale price later.

Wage Labor and Capital . . $8 per 100. Single
copies 10 cents,

Capitalist Production, being the first nine chapters
of Vol. I. Marx’s Capital . . Single copies, paper
cover, 50 cents; cloth bound, $1.00.

Kolchak, Autoerat and Tyrant. The actual story
of Kolehak and his methods told by an American
&hmmmmxr.w
by William Hard. Taken, with apologies from
the July 9 “New Republic” . . $6 per 100. 10

; ~ Postage Paid. -
Make all Money Orders payable to C. Stephenson,
401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C.

. '$6 per 100." Single

.

' EXCHANGE

A connduﬂion of the Moncycommod.ty;lts
Properties and Functions.

m

ERY many commodities have, from time to
time and in various parts of the werld,
acted the part of money. The partieular object to
assume this function would depend, very largely,
on local circumstances and, perhaps, would be very
much a matter of aceident. Such{diverse and, to
the modern mind, such unlikely articles as grain,
cattle, hides, dried fish, salt, tea, tobaceo and prae-
tically all the metals in common use have fune-
tioned as money. As commerce developed, how-
ever: the money form inevitably attached itself to
that particular commedity . which, by its physical
properties, was best fitted to perform the fune-
tions of a universal equivalent. This special com-
modity is gold. Silver, which for long held a place
beside gold in this “respeét, has now been driven
out of the field exeept in a few backward parts of
the world. Silver is, of course, used in very large
quantities as eurreney in the form of tokens, which,
however, are not money by the terms of our defini-
tion. To set forth. then, the properties and
qualities essential to the mbney-commodity it will
be sufficient to enumerste those possessed by the
metal gold.

As a commodity it, of course, possesses use-value
and value. In addition, however, to its ordinary
use-value as material for jewelry. wateh cases and

dental work,, it acquires, as the money-commodity,
‘““‘a fermal use-value, originating in its speeific so-
cial funetion,”” (Marx.) As the measure of values
it must, of eourse, possess value. No confusion on
this point need be eaused by the fact that all our
business is now done by slips of paper, inasmuch as
these slips of paper are quite obviously not money,
being merely written ?‘rﬁnnted promises to pay

:

It is, of course, impossible that any commodity
should be invariable in value. Nevertheless, it is
desirable that the money-commodity should be, so
far as possible, stable in value. This guality, to a
greater extent, possibly: than any other, gold pos-
sesses. This is due to the fact thgt its cost of pro-
duction is a fairly constant quantity owing to its
seareity, its state of diffusion and the nathre of the
extractive processes. These latter, gl course, arg
subjeet to improvement with a r ef-

fect on prices, not, however, to the extent possible

with other commodities which can be inereased at
will. There is also the further consideration that,
while gold may be used it is not used up, i. e., con-
sumed. The total quantity of gold produced is
still in use with the exeeption of that which has
been irrecoverably lost by shipwreeck or in the arts,
as in gilding or photography. For this reason, the
annual production bears but a small proportion to
the amount actually in existance, thus aveidingfthe
disturbances due to the influx of large guantities
of new gold. . . .

Gold has also '‘high specific value,’’ that is, it
has high value in small volume. This gives con-
venience in storage and faeility in transport. This
property of portability is - more . important than
would at first-sight appear. The expenses of trans-
portation of gold are such a small percentage of its
vdueutoﬁnitpmtiallﬂ;ddtydnludl
_omthvodd. %

Gold is ““homogemeous;’’ that is to say- that
every part of it, providing it be of the same weight,
is exactly the same as’every othet part.

Gold is divisible at will and does not, in' the pro-
cess, lose any part of its value. It is equally cap-
able of being re-united. Gold bullion may be coined
into money or coins may be melted up into bullion
“st a2 minimum of cost.

- Gold is practically indestructible: Tt is mot sub--

jeet to corrosion or deeay. Andgtgoldommnh

and Greek coins which have eome down te us from
antiquity, are as bright and perfeet, apart from the.

effects of wear and tear, as when they left the
hands of the maker.

There are othag properties possessed by gold
which are worthy of note in this conneetion. It is

cognizable, that is, it can, by its weight and color,
be readily recognized for what it is: it is malleable
and it is readily, though not too easily, fusible. ___

Now, it is elear that it is the combination of all
those qualities in one metal that makes that sub-
stance appropriate for use as/the money-commodity.
For instance, diamonds possess many of the quali-
ties here enumerated. They are however, not
homogeneous, as they vary very muech in quality,
and they are, above all, not divisible without loss.
Platinum possesses all the qualities necessary in
the material of money but is so refractory to neat,
that its use as money had to be given up on aceount
of the great cost of melting it.

The precious metals were first used in bulk form
and at every transaction had to be weighed and
tested. This must have oceasioned considerable in-
convenience, nevertheless, the great and powerful
nations of Egypt, Chaldea and) Assyria, for thou-
sands of years carried on an extensive trade, using
the precious metals—(particularly gold, as silver
appears to have been secarce in ancient times) in
their negotiations, while absolutely ignorant of the
use of coined money. This was a comparatively
recent invention and dates from about 700 B.C., be-
ing aseribed to the Lydians, a people of Asia Minor.
This was a gold producing country and being on
the trade route between the East and the West, as
well as bordering on the great inland sea its peo-
ple, no doubt, denended more on trade thsn on
agrieultural and pgstoral pursuits for a living, and
thus developed the mechanism of trade.

Thic —ans~ ~* which specimens are still extant,
was made of a mixture of gold and silver, known
to the Greeks as eleetrum and was in the form of
rough ingots of a uniform weight .and stamped
with a seal mark. Later, the coins were made of
the familiar disc shape and later still they were
milled or stamped on the edges to prevent “‘elip-
pins" of the eoins.

““Coins are ingots of which the weight and fine-
ness are guaranteed by the government and certi-
fied ‘by the integrity of designs impressed on the
surfaces of the metal”’ (Jevons.) The work of
coinage is the prerogative of the State, which is
the most eompetent. authority and the one most
likely to be generally recognized.

It must not be supposed, however, that the State
can make money. It ean not, for the simple reason
that it can not create value, at least in this way. Its
sole funetion in this respeet, is to regulate the
coinage; to fix the weight and fineness of the coins;
and to actually turn them out with its guarantee.

Gold, being the money-commodity, ean not, of
course, have a price. Therefore, it is a mistake to
suppose that the government purchases the gold
which it ecoins. The gold eoined at the mint is

coined ‘‘on private account,” that is, there is said
to be “‘free coinage.” This does not necessarily
mean that the coinage is free of charge but, as a
matter of faect, the coinage of gold is both free and
gratuitous.

‘l'huepointuminporunt:‘ (1) that the State
ean not and does not fix the value of. money; (2)
it merely. coins, that is, divides into ingots of a de-
finite weight and fineness any gold which may be
brought to it by private persoms, and supplies its
guarantee. :

Next week we take up ““token”
money,”* so-ealled -

and “‘paper . -
GEORDIE.
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The Conquest of Capitalism ,

(From the Finnish Communist Paper
Published at Stoekholm.

Translated by O. W. Oksanen.

HE Soecialist who does net kneow Capitalism
, . is' a poor Socialist. Hg giyes the working

class, which is fighting against _forces of Capi-
talism, a wrong understanding of the enemy; at

the same time persuading it to use methods of at- -

tack which lead only to disappointment and de-
feat—not to vietory. He thus proves false to the
workers, and betrays them to the enemy; during
a deeisive battle he will probably-join the enemy’s
ranks and turn his wedpons against the workers.

To know Capitalism means to have knowledge of
its various phases. It is not an’ unchanging con-
dition that ean be suffieciently understood by an oe-
casional random readirig of the Erfurt Program, or
by an aecquaintance with a few maxims of the bour-
geois rule of some countries. Capitalism is an
evolutionary proeess, its development before "the
world war was rapid, and during the war increased
with furious speed. -

We in Finland. had thé opportunity to observe
some of the phenomena: the eentralization of in-
dustry, the stoek speculator, petty grafting, the
rapidity withk which the peasants became sym-
pathizers with, the bourgeoisie. and the greater
rapidity with which the eonditions of the workers
deteriorated.

.When the Russian revolution become a faet we
saw the proverbial treachery of the most liberal
bourgeoisie in action. 'The ravenous wolf emerged
from its liberal lambskin. Eventually we were
face to face with Imperialism itself, with its usur-
pation and looting, in the form of German militar-
Nothing remainod
n.m!

Those “social demoerats’” who are trymg to heal
the wounds of the working class with ‘‘demoecracy’’
do not understand that what has been tried in Fin-
land during the past year is the culmination of
Capitalism, and that the workers must struggle
direetly against it for Socialism. In order to fully
understand the neeessity of a revolution we must
understand the theory of Imperialism.

What is the basic e¢conomie prineiple
perialism ?

Briefly, it is the centralization of the means %of
production. We knew this to be the direetion of
the development of Capitalism, but we were unable
to estimate its achievement or observe the rapidity
with which it was reaching this end. At home we
were familiar with industrial union ecircles. The
mateh swindler and his accomplices were known by
this term. We applied the terms monopoly and
trust to sugar and paper, produets which could be
obtained only through one agent, because these
products were subjéct to the protection of duty
and customs. There existed mining eorporations
and logging companies who owned half of several
provinees.

5 But we learned that in‘othér countries there were

_ . organizations more powerful than our’s: the Ger-
~ man syndicate and the American trust. We knew

lhttheoilmhdaeonplmm that
the eapital of the steel trust is reckoned in billions,

of Im-

- and that its yearly ptofits amount to hundreds of

_ millions. The same is true of all industries. These
‘4rusts are not separate business concerns, but are
united, as for example, the steel trust; it ‘‘sells’’
its produets to itself, for.it is made up of many
ﬂmhtmgauﬂtﬂdhmdnbatninm
~ each, which awe trusts in themselves. Ome of its
branches, the agricultural frust, extends its
_ gentacles far outside the boundary of the United
. States. They 'are wound around the farmér in
Canade Mexico and even in Finland. It not only
controls the prices in America, but it has made
agreements with the steel kings of Europe not to

*Viesti,” .

* United States was under-the ' eontrol

underbid them, and for this kindness they have
divided the markets of the world.

The steel trust not only produces steel, and all
that is manufaetured from steel, from a needle ta a
giant battleship, but everything else imaginable.

Over night it has constructed factories, costing -

millions, and next to these it has built cities, with
dwellings, stores, churches, A newspapers, saldons
and brothels. All these it directs and uses as a
means of exploitation. Above all things it pro-
duces paper, profitable stock, and other obligations
with interest bearing coupons. - Its direetors are
among the world’s greatest bankers. At the out-
set of the war one of the systems of banks in the
of Morgan
Jr., who is indirectly conneeted with the steel trust.
while the other banking system was under the con-
trol of the oil trust. These twe systems were con-
nected, exeept in large joint investments, by the
government finanee committee, which was the cen-
ter of capitalistic business and which 1ooked after
its interests when the national loans were up for
consfderation, =8 i ahle

Banks hold the reins of production of the entire
business worid. We have examples of this in Fin-
land, where the National Bank 1s gathenng up ail
the threads of business. Business establishments

‘are unable to get credit, and so are swallowed up.

Through its agents the tourist nobility, it bought
Swedish real estate. Its branch offices in small
cities and villages were devices for getting the
money of the people for undertakings which tutned
out unsuceessful, i.e. went bankrupt and then
were turned over to the bankers at ridiculously
low prices. The National Bank was the leader of
the opposition to the uniting of the private banks,
but these private baflks were allowed to- join in
draining the money from the people for the pur-
pose of “‘o ing funds’' for the community, or
the state. The establishment of an Emission Com-
pany meant that the aceumulating surplus money
in the banks might be used in forming industrial
enterprises and néw companies, which would then
remain in the eontrol, and under the directorship
of the banks. The stocks of these banks were cir-
culating on the mérket as bait for the savings of
the eredul peoplc, at the exchanges they were
sold at a h‘{. rice and bought back at a very low
figure, W stock became a favorite habit;
oqnul wqs ereated upon paper without an equi-
valent investmient in the plnnt or in goods. A com-
pany with a million dollars in property eould very
well pay dividends on five million dollars ecapital.
The small bourgeoisie and the peasants were drag-
ging the same net with the banking capital, . the
former got its plunder by being a faithful agent of
large eapital, and the latfer had the good fortume
to buy and to sell at which were controlled
by t* large eapitalists.

As an flustration of the power of the b;nka let
it be mentioned that the dinectors of banks in every
country are the directors of tens and possibly hun-
dreds of torporstions; at the same time their ser-
vants, bookkeepers, are on, the lookout for the
smaller undertakings. The ‘supremacy - of = the
bankers is not limited to the boundary of the state,
nor even greater boundaries. . This is intérnational.
“‘Foreign’’ eapital flows wherever dividends are
to be had, as the American dollar was invested in

every corner of the “0ld World”” S0 had the:

Czar and the Kaiser invested tens of millions for
therﬁnydayinAueﬁemrsﬂrMsand real es-
tate. Gcmneqbdh&nmﬂy and publiely
undermined English eapital by holding the largest
autount of stoek in Bull's corporations and
atthemﬁueeonpelﬁngtheprondmm
to buy the cheaper German goods. ;

kpommdpodawhiehwutheehiddnofdul states (Portugal, Norway.)

the nation, is now substituted by sending eapital
muwwnnm “The deve-

PHILIPS PRICE FREE. l

ly:toryofluhn. ‘Chief of British Se.ret Ser-
vice in America.’’

.«(From the “‘Daily Herald,” July 11.)

BERLIN, July 9.—Philips Priee, the Daily
Herald correspondent, has been uneonditionally re-
Jeased. '

The whole affair has been a mistake, and this the
military authorities liave recognized. As ‘T have
already ecabled, the German Foreign Office and
Civil Government have protested from the first.

As far as the German Government and the Prus-
sian military authorities are eoncerned, Price is ab-
solved and free to continue his journalistic aetivi-
ties. :

The Robert Minor case, the Philips Price ecase,
the Karl Emont case, have all provided - evidence
that the British Seeret Service is linking up its
own activities with the repressive work of the reac-
tionary juntas all over the world.

The ““New York Call” of June 23 supplies an-
other link in the ‘chain of evidenece.

The “Lusk-Stevenson Committee’’ has officially
been “‘investigating seditious activities*” in the
United States.

‘“What forces are at work behind Mr. Stevenson
I do not know, but I do know one thing that will
astonish every Ameriean citizen.

‘‘Associated with Stevenson is a man named Nat-
han. I was told by one of the raiding group that
Nathan is Chief of the British Secret Service im
Ameries.”

)opmg industry and the greater exploitation, pro-
duce so much surplus Capital that its investment
is one of the most serious problems of Capitalism.
These ‘‘savings’’ mean something when we learn
that in’ 1910 the approximate investments in the:
world amounted to 160 billion dollars. The share
of the eapitalists of England was 28 billion dollars;
of the United States, 26 billion dollars; of France,
22 billion dollars; of Germany, 19 billion dollars.
The annual interest, which amounts to billions, is
invested in the same way as the prinecipal.

What is the good of capital? It is autoeracy,
monopoly. The beginning of capital was competi-
tion, but its later development destroys competi-
tion. As a haberdasher, thanks God for the failure
of his competitor, so Rockefeller rubbed his hands
and smiled when he heard that his last competitor
had committed suicide.  He sent his millions of
profit to seek other profit in Central and South
Ameriea, in Europe, Africa and Asia. That China
was eonquered by ‘‘enlightenment)’ of a kerosene
lamp is a well known story. But in those countries
American eapital meets English, Fgench and Ger-
man ecapital. There exists keen competition in the
sale of their ‘‘goods’’—credits. money, investment
and publie loans—in which each tries to crowd the
other to the side. But as in our economie schemé of
competition, the reduection of price and interest
would be detrimental to the ecapitalists of the
various countries, they must seek other means to
accomplish their purposes. So long there is any
part of the earth’s surface unapportioned, it is pos-
sible for them to separate sections where each ean
exert its own influence, or econsider it a eolony
where it is possible to have a monopoly on the ex-
ploitation. This, however, does not seem to satisfy
for they are erowded upon the same areas, and
finally they must resort to their political remedies.”

What fre the polities of financial capital?

It is just that phenomenon which is known by the
term Imperialism. This term comes from’ ‘the Latin
word imperium which means enpjr( (imperator,
“ sommander,”’ kaiser,) an aspirant to world power.
Enghndmtteludermthhﬂeld,nhehu“mdt—
pendent ecolonies” (C;nuh. Australia, South
Africa,) regular coloniés (India. and various parts .
of Afriea,) proprietory colonies (Egypt,) and vas-
Everywhere—in
China, Persis, ete. England is struggling to exert
hr i‘mﬂ » s \ :
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since your Conference adjourned

; Né;r’ Party and a New
Organ for Communism

We are in receipt of the first number of the
“Commumst ** official organ of the - Communist
Party of America. The Communist announces that
it is published weekly by the National Organization
Committee, 1221 Blue Island avenue, Chieago, Ill.
Pennis E. Batt, editor; A. J. MaeGregor, business
manager. Subseription rates, $2 per year; $1 for
six months; single copies, five cents; bundle rates
on application. We wish success to the new party
and its organ as an expression of proletarian zom-
munism, ¢

Communication Presented to the Left Wing Con-
ferenc: 8. P. of A., By the Minority Delegates.

Comrade Delegates:

Opportunism and revolutionary soeialism are as
antagonistic as the interests of the capitalist and
proletarian elasses. The Left Wing is supposed to
represent revolutionary secialism. The Socialist
Party stands for Opportunism. We can not join
hands with the Socialist Party, We must organize
a revolutionary party to earry out the mission
placed on the proletariat of ‘the world by the his-
toric march of society. We have made several ef-
forts here. You have refused to listen to the die-
tates of this historic mission of the proletariat.
This compelled us to refrain from participating in
the deliberations of the Left Wing Conference.

However, Comrade delegates, at our -caucus
last night, we
have decided to make one more effort to seeure
your co-operation in erganizing a Cemmunist
Party, in conjunction with the Language Federa-
tions and the Socialist Party of Michigan. The
delegates at this caucus, taking the position they
do, are couvinced not only that it is impossible to
eapture the Socialist Party, but even in the event

of eapturing the National Socialist Party Conven-

tion the Left Wing will have but gained control of
an empty shell.

Our view of capturing the Socialist Party for
Socialism is to CAPTURE' THE MEMBERSHIP
away from the present heirarchy, and forgp a new
party on the basis of the call issued by the Com-
munist International- and the program laid down
by this Conference on June 22. And we urge you,
in conclusion, to reconsider your former action and
Join with us in the féunding of & Communist Party
in Chieago on September'1. In the event that you
will not co-operate, we must re-affirm our action
of yesterday to take no further active part in this
Conference. ,

Presented to the Left Wing Conferénce in ses-
sion assembled in New York City, on June 24, 1919,
by thirty-one delegates [representing the following
bodies :

The Socialist Party of llelnpn, Loed Roehester,
AL e

The Polish Federation, Loeal Providence, R. L,

The Russian Federation, Loeal Cook County, 1.,

The Jewish Federation (Left Wing.) Loeal Rock-
ford, 111,

The Lithuanian Federation, Loeal Nanticoke, Pa.,

The Lettish Federation, Loeal Kmoda, Wis.,

« The Esthonian Federation, Union Local, N. J,,

Left Wing State Conference of Minnesota, Local

DENNIS E. BATT, of Detroit.

Secretary of cauncus,
mmrc:omoxofmmnm
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Collectlve Bargammg and Soc1ahzatlon
of Industry

An Article Enfitled .
in New. York ““Dial."”’

““Collective Dargain-
July 26.)

(From
ing in Polities,”’

“COLLE(‘TI\‘E bargaining’’ and ‘‘the sociali-
zation of the means of produetion’ ate
the two phrases most fanmiiliar in diseussions of the

international labor movement. Now that war and’

revolution have restated the Marxian formula ‘with
new implications, the gap has perceptibly widened
bétween the American trade-unionist econtent with
collective bargaining, and the proletarian of
Europe, ambitious to achieve the control of
industry.

From the earliest F.of L, the
American lasbor movement has been predominantly
economic—or better, mereantilistic—in charaecter.
Its ideals have been those of the tradesman—its
mechanism that of the trust. To sell labor in a
monopolized market; to meet combination with
stronger combination and thus to seecure a “‘fair”’
share of the produet of industry—that is to say, a
share commensurate with the strength of the labor
group: such are the aims that hold eraft unionism
everlastingly within a system that deals in labor as
it deals in hogs—a systemr born blind to the pos-
sibility of the control of industry by the workers.

days of the

The Great War gave to American trade union-
ism a recognized place in the established order of
industry. From the conflict Mr. Gompers and Mr.
Wilson emerged blood brothers in the business of
defending things as they are, intent first of all upon
the maintenance of stability. But at the moment
when the Federation was beginning to purr con-
tentedly in the lap of a bourgeois civilization, the
old ambition of European labor was stirring to new
activity. In America reconstruction was to take the
form of whitewashing a solid edifice little injured
by the war. In Europe the-eapitalistic strueture had
been shaken to its foundations. Stability would
give the A. F.'of L. annposiﬂonmongthovested
interests; turmoil would offer European labor an
opportunity for conquest and ‘control—indefinitely
postponed if governmental reconstruction programs

wert alloWed to move deliberately to their conumoa
goal.

With much to iose, the A. F. of L. had become
conservative in the full seas¢ of the word; it ‘was
inevitable that its interests should elash with those
of European radicals whe, having gained less, hoped
everything. Thus there has developed in the two
movements a fundamental difference in politieal
policy which has thrown the forces of American
and European labor into opposite camps. In Europe
the control of government is considered necessary
to the full realization of the laber program. Russia
and England are not of one mind as to ho\\ this
control is to effeeted, but no disaxuement as to
meéans’can hide the fact that these motements hold
their ends in common. The end once ichieved. time
may forget the difference between bullet and bal-
lot; it can never unite a labor movement content to
serve a bourgeois government with a movement
that will be satisfied with nothing short of sover:
eignty.

It is a matter of some interest that labor leaders
in England, France, and Italy contemplates the use
of industrial means to effeet political ends—the
stoppage of armed intervention in Russia, for in-
stance. Of far great significance would be a deeision
on the part of the A. F. of L. to use any means for
the achievement of fundamentally important ends
of any sort.. We have Mr. Gompers’ word for it
that the Federation is not a non-politieal organiza-

- tion ; since the announcement of its Campaign Pro-

gram in 1906, the Fedentnon has been instrumental
in secuting the passage of a very considerable
amount of reformatory legislation. Mr. Gompers
might have added that the A F. of L. is not a non-
industrial organization; eraft unionism has won
much for labor in the way of high wages and en-
durable working conditions. Federated shop or-
ganization in industry and party organization in
politics hold the possibility of eontrol; but the
A F. of L. is unambitiously content to bargain eol-
leetively with the acknowledged masters of produe-
tion and of government, thereby achieving in the
course of long negotiation an oeccasional reform.

‘The “Kept” Press

By Jerome K. Jerome, in ‘“Common Sense,’’ July 5.

Nine-tenths of the Press of this country is in
the hands of a small group of rich men who mean
to rule the nation. It is the Press that has killed
constitutional aetion. The Press seeks to kill Free
Thought—to kill Free Speech. And it is succeed-
ing. It has monopolized to itself all the sources of
It stands between the thinkers and
the people. It will not allow anybody but itself to
be heard. It poisons the mind of the péople with
false informatjon. ltmppn-eafaeuthatitdou
not wish the people to know. It doles out to them
only such ‘““news™ as it eonsiders good for them.
It colors the truth for its own purposes. It dresses
up lies in plausibility. It is the Press and not Par-
liament that rules England today. Parliament only

" registers its deerees, and the Government is noth-

ing but its tame executive. No politician who
wishes to succeed dare flout its commands. It makes
and unmakes Cabinets. The Public Serviee is its

plaything. The Press itself in its turn is ruled by

the Capitalists. It depends for its existence upon
the great advertisers. In its turn it is the instru-
ment of the great interests and their
aristoeratic dependants. The Press is the enemy of
the people. It has usurped the entire authority of

“the eountry. Exempt from all responsibility, with

neither a body to be kicked nor a soul to be damn-
ed, it has become the most dangerous Despotism
that Democracy has ever been called upon to face.
The Press of today exercises the same vicious
tynnnyﬁathtbemmmmmbdby
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the Church: The tyranny over men’'s minds. It
rules by the same weapons: lies and humbug.

The Press in every ecountry has got the people
down. And until its power is broken it will hold
the people down. It uses the ballot-box as a con-
juror uses his magie rod. The people may put in
what they think. What comes out of it is what the
Press chooses, The politicians are its humble eour-
tiers. Behind its sereen’of falsehood and suppres-
sion, the moneyed interests work their will. It has
become the fortress of reaction, and there is no
power within the Constitution that can hope to
make a breach in its defences. The power of the
platform ean only be excreised with its permission.
It has bought up the pen and permits of no new
enterprise. Here and there a people’s paper con-
tinues a precarious existence. Lacking capital,
lacking advertising support, its influence is econ-
fined to narrow limits. It is the abuse of its power
by the Press that is driving the thought and energy
of the country to the conviction that if the people
are ever really to rule: methods will have to be
found that are not likely to obtain the approval of
the Press. e

William Hard in the July 30, ““New Republic,”

‘deals with the ‘“news’’ item which was sent on the

rounds of the press some time ago, stating that
twenty millions of Siberian Co-operators desired
the support of the Allies for Kolchak. This ‘“‘news’”
item was sent out from the reactionary Russian Em-
bassy in New York. Hard effectually shows the
nmndaweduhmnofomhﬁonhhe&

S i L T 0 A S S P S A o s




B e R

PAGB EIGHT

THE ‘RED FLAG

" The Conflict Between Capital and Labor

ANY people are much bewildered and angrily
4 flustered at the failure of Labor and Capi-
tal, to get together on some common ground and
settle the strife which undoubtedly brings great
hardships on many people. They view with dismay
the obvious fact that instead of ciming together
in amity and the spirit of compromise, the com-
batants face each other with more and more menac-
ing, hostile, and irreconcilable postures. As scien-
tifie Socialists, whose funetion, in relation to so-
cial phenomena, is explanatory, we earry in each
issue of this organ, articles dealing with this pheno-
menon .of class antagonism, which attempt to ex-
plain the why and the wherefore of its necessity, in
the hope that a satisfactory solution to it will . be
found through the way of knowledge.

We-propose in this article to deal with it again.
trusting to drag the hidden elements of the prob-
Jem to the surface for observation.

Early éapitalism, say of the eighteen century, was
based on nioney-economy, in contrast to late-
modern ecapitalism which is based on credit-
economy. § 8% SQiear”

The Utilitarian school of wmal philosophy was
the produet “and intelleetual expression of the
money-economy stage of capitalist development.
Qreat founders of this school were Adam Smith,
in political eeonomy, and Jeremy Bentham in, its
legalistic expression, the theory and philosophy of
law. Later, John Stuart Mill was one of its chief
protagonists and was instrumental in developing
its theories. These Utilitarians based their philo-
sophy on the ‘‘material welfare of the community
at large,”’ towards which should their thévries be
adopted, all activities were to contribute ‘‘natural-
ly’" in an ascending seale according to:the degree
in which man eould refrain from interfering with

the ““natural’’ economiec Jaws of what was regarded
A5 & “‘natural’’ social order eternal, the work of

either the author of nature or of nature itself, ac-
cording to the religious ideas of the individual, on
such matters. It was conceived that national pro-
gress was best secured by freedom of priyate in-
jtiative. Self interest was to be the guiding star of
the moral world. The greatest happiness to the
greatest number was to result from its practice.
The body of theory of this sehool, is not of eourse,
as crude as stated here under the limitations of
. S

The famous Laissez Faire policy: which dominated
British political policies for so long, was its pro-
duet. Laissez Faire means let matters alone. The
State was not to interfere in the business or in-
dustrial life of the nation, but was merely to act
as a policeman against external agression or in-
ternal malignants.

Industry at that time was carried om, on a very
much smaller scale than now. With exeeptions, of
course, and those growing as time went on, the pre-
vailing mode of viewing the purpose of industrial
aetivity, was that men engaged in it for Yivelihood,
which is in contrast to the late-modern way of
looking at industrial enterprises as being ecarried
on for:profit. ‘‘Capital”’ was then regirded as a
stock of material means by which industry was
carried on. Much the same as we hear some econo-
mists (1) of today speaking of a working man’s
pick or shovel or the savages’ bow and arrows as
being capital. However, that was how capital was
generally regarded at the stage of early capitalism
based on money-economy. Livelihood being the

pnrpooe of engaging in production. We have a

mass of small producers foday who have, perforce
no doubt, the same viewpeint. But under the late-
modern credit-economy form of capitalism, this
‘point of view ig not typieal and is considerably over
a century out of date, and to the modern business
man, it now earries no such meaning. Neither an

. order of nature nor the well-being of the eom-

iﬁﬁtymxhemidingcimdm
w

: P 2
Mm"kmm&erm of of industry no lopger manage. This is left to

hdmtﬁnlequipomowmd, Imtthhd-o!upi

A 71

talization is now the earning power of the cor-
poration as a going concern. In other ‘words the
uses of capital is the comversion of a certain sum
of money values into a larger outcome of money
values. That is, not community welfare or liveli-
hood, but profits is the first and last coneern of the
owners of invested capital. Community welfare
should it ensue is but incidental to the process:

The purpose of produetion is pecuniary interest,
the accumulation of wealth, i.e., profits, though
pecuniary interest of the - owners of industrial
plants are not necessarily served by an unbroken
flow of production.

Contrarilly, if produetion was earried on pri-
marally for the welfare of the community, unin-
terrupted 'production would best serve it. This is
a point worth noting in eonsidering the merits of
these opposite prineiples.

We will now consider the Utilitarian’s self-in-
terest theory, as the basis of community welfare,
and observe its fate.

Like all systems of philosophy, the Utilitarian
containéd a considerable body of truth, but what
its high priests and their disciples were not aware
of, was that it was a truth, as all others, essentially
of ‘time and place. They mistakenly coneeived
their order of society as of eternity. based on un-
changeable natural laws. "That” man must pursue
happiness along the path of self-interest, though,
within the bounds of justice of course, was one of
these fundamental laws. To do, this man must be
free. Free to express his individuality, to give
vent to his initiative. In doing this men would find
their proper sphere of aectivity, the best men would
forge to the front, all of which would redound to
the welfare of the community. And so in serving
themselves, men best served fheir kind. The in
dividuals must be free to eontract, to buy or sell
their power to labor ‘oF merehandice on a free com-
petitive market. ' The wation must have free trade.
So the State, with its mania for gonferring pre-
seriptive monopolies and imposing rules and regu-
lations, must be relegated to the role of a police-
man on guard, ready 19 step in when anyone did not
rlay the game according to Bentham et,al.

I we visualize that era of comparatively small-
sized production, a cefitury and a half ago, befare
the invention of the power loom- the spinning jenny
and the steam engine, we may realize how well-
fitted that soecial philesophy was to the eeonomie
environment, and indeed was a direct produet of
it.  Diseriptively, it was true in fact to the eecono-
mie life of that perio@ and it also contained truth
as a philosophic body of thought, in that it was
itself, in its reflex aetion on the political life of the
time a powerful aid in social development.

But, O’ Time, the destroyer; thy dialectic des-
troys even philosophic systems
eternity.

The faétory, the machine, the introduection of
steam power, these - were the a.gencles They
brought the eredit-economy and the profit system
into its full flower. They brought the fastory hells,
with women and children enslaved for twelve to
fourteen and even more hburs a day, until even the
State was compellediat last to step in between the
employee and the employer’s self interest.. It is in-

" teresting to note that seme Utilitarians were.s0 ob-

sessed with the theory Qf non-interferance that they
bitterly opposed faetory acts, although before this
new era, the disciples were madicals and reformers.

1 wish to show now why it i§ the capitalist and
the workers hold the views they do.

The owner of the industrial plant, brings to the
problemhhlathoemryvkw of society as a
“natural” order, and theories about self-interest,
and the Rights of Property as philosophieal con-
cepts. Bntvemnofoamrinthel&hmmy
Small-sized production, with its purpose of Jiveli-
hood.i-math__ phuwhmhrpuchl

salaried managers and prolnetum experts. The
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designed for.

owner possibly knows nothing of the industry, his
sole interest in it being profit. Even if he is In
business and is not merely a coupen eclipper, he is
‘®oncerned mostly with buying and selling. that is,
the realizing of profits. The machine industry and
eredit-economy have torn from him his former
moral justification, the welfare of the community,”
for his claim on the ‘‘natural’’ rights of property
ana the way of self-interest. ' Nevertheless, he doocs:
not think so, at anyrate possession, is an estimin-
u«hle advantage.

Now for the point of view of Labor.

As an independent political’ foree, Labor appears
late on the scene of social affairs. In Great Bri-
tain._ in 1848, the Chartists gave it its first out-
standing expression. Gradually from that time om
the movement has developed and is gradually shed-
ding old ideological concepts and adopting mew
ones inspired by the very machine process of pro-
duection itself. The old metaphysical coricepts of
natural rights are loosing their forece. The matter
of fact materialistic way of looking at things, bred
uneonsciously into the worker by the machine pro-
cess, is the reason why he sees production as s
means to another end than profits. No glamor of
metaphysical ‘‘natural’’ rights obseure his vision
and prevents hii from realizing that the end and
purpose of production must be the welfare of the
community.

The foregoing is intended to show how it is that
the workers consider livelihood and the welfare of
the community at larger must be the primary pur-
pose of production. And how the capitalist eon-
siders profits, and the accumulation of wealth into
a few hands, the primary purpose of produetion.
Two irreconsilable points of view, based on ir-
reconsilable interests, whose realization demands
control of the forees of production. So far as the
intelleetual struggle between atm
cerned. the ecapitalist justifies his control of pro-
duetion on ancient metaphysical *‘natural rights’”
dogma. And the workers challenge the capitalist’s
control, on the basis of the modern machine-pro-
cess-inspired. hard matter-of-fact materialist logie.

Whigh shall prevail? The machine and the
mechanieal processes are but in their infaney.

THE ALLIED “‘COUP” IN HUNGARY.

The Hungarians have been saved from—the Hun-
garians by the British, French. Italian, American,
Roumanian, Cheeko-Slovak, Serbian, Grecian, Aus-

trian, German, and the native jynker e¢ounter-
revolutionary forees, and an Austro-German Areh-
duke placed on the throne. Hurrah for self-deter-
mination, Hurrah for freedom, Hurrah for demo-
cracy. And a tiger. '

Whilé the Liberals are ealling for an investiga-
tion on the “‘fixing’’ of the conseription election
and of the overseas vote, they might also eall for
one on the part thé Liberal press played in it. Noth-
ing moze barefaced has ever been pulled off. It is
known that editorfals and other matter sunporting
Laurjer were actually pulled off the press and
anti-Laurier stuff substituted.

AN OLD COMRADE.

Rochester, New York, July 12, 1919.
D. E. Batt, Secretary,

National Organization Committee,
Communist Party, 1221 Blue Island Ave.,
, . Chieago: TI1. .
Dear Comrade:
At our regular meeting lasf night I was instruet-
ed to inform you that we indorse your call for &
convention to be held in Chieago, September 1, to .

'orgnniuuconnmisthﬂy,udwmmddelo-

gates to same.
Comradely yours,
C. M. O'BRIEN, Organizer,
Toeal Rochester, Socialist Party.




