
>>....„ .;l

IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

'•^^ ^ //,.. %^
L'?^'

<̂!^'

kl

•
'-5 "•' '

: .'. ,

. • * * I '

'

1.0

l.i

IM

2.2

- IIIIM
|50 "'"-=

i "*-
IIIIM

ill 1.8

1.25 1.4 1.6

-i 6" — *>

c^l

I
Photographic

^Sciences
Uorporation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

il\k\ 872-4503



<i'

f ^

&*/^̂ CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for historical Microreproductions /Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

COPY which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change

the usual method of filming, are checked below.

Coloured covers/

Couverture de r.ouleur

D

D

D

D

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagee

Covers restored and/or laminated/

Couverture restaurde et/ou pelliculee

Cover title missing/

Le titre de couverture manque

D Coloured maps/
Cartes gdographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or blacK)/

ere de couleur (i e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound v«^ith other material/

Relii avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
Lareliura serrea peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distcrsion le long da la marge interieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenevbi- possible, these

have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutdes

lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais. lorsque cela 4tait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas <^td filmees.

Additional comments:/
Ccmmentaires supplementaires;

L'institut a micrnfilme le meilleur exemplaire
qu t! lui a ete possible de se procurer Lss details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-etre uniques du
point de vue bibiiographique, qui peuvent modifier

une image reproduite. ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la m^thode normale de filmage

sont indiqu^s ci-dessous

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Page:i damaged/
Pages endommagees

Pages restored and/or laminated/

Pages restaurees et/ou pelliculees

I

—1/ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
1
^ Pages decolorees, rachet^es ou piquees

I I

Pages detached/

\^"

Pages detachees

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varie

Qualite in^gale de I'i

es/
mpression

Includes supplementary material/

Comprend du materiel supplementaire

Only edition available/

Seute Edition disponible

The(
to th

Thai
pots
of th

filmi

Origi

begii

the I

sion,

othe
first

sion,

or ill

The
shall

TINl
whit

Map
diffe

entii

begi

righi

requ

metl

D Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuiliet d'errata, une pelure,

etc.. c.nt ^t^ fiimdes d nouveau de facon a

obtenir la meilleuro image possible.

This item is filmed at ihe reduction r&tio checked below/
Ce document est filmd au taux de reduction indiqu6 ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

y
1

12X 16X 2QX 24X 28X 32X



Is

u

ifier

Te

«ge

ita

lure.

:
2X

The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks

to the generosity of:

Metropolitan Toronto Library

Canadian History Department

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the

filming contract specifications.

Original copies In printed paper covers are filmed

beginning with the front cover and enHing on

the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the

first page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche

shall contain the symbol —- (meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol V (meaning "END"),

whichever applies.

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may ba filmed at

different reduction ratios. Those too larie to be

entirely included in one exposure are fii.red

beginning in the upper le*t hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as

required. The following diagrams illustrate the

method:

L'exemplaire film6 fut reproduit grfice d la

g6n6rosit6 da: \

Metropolitan Toronto Library

Canadian History Department

Les images suivantes ont 6i6 reproduites av«c la

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition ef.

de la nettet6 de l'exemplaire filmi, et en

conformity avac led conditionf du contrat de
filmage.

Les exemplaires origintiux dont la couverture en
papier est imprimde sont film^s en c0mmen9a.it
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernidre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par le second
plat, selon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires

originaux sont film6s en commen^ant par la

premiere page qui comporte une empreinte

d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par

!a dornidre page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

Un des symboles suivants apparattra sur la

dernidre image do cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbole -^ signifie "A SUIVRE", le

symboie V signifie "FIN".

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuveni gtre

film6s d des taux de reduction diffdrents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour etre

reprt^duit en un seul cliche, il est film6 d partir

de Tangle suptirieur gauche, de gauche d droita,

et de haut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'images n6cessaire. Les diagrammes suivants

illustrent la m^thode.

1 2 3

4 5 6



I

B

FO



* . ft
/ /,

A
'^- \^ ^

Pi
V

ADDRESS

OF

THE HAMILTON BRANCH

OF THE

BRITISH AMERICAN LEAGUE,

WITH THt

BY-LAWS,

FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE ASSOCIATION.

V

HAMILTON

:

PRINTED AT THE SPECTATOR OFFICE.

1849.



r
•=0 O ^N^ \ A t::-^

JUN20 1935

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

PRESIDENT

:

JOHN YOUNG.

VICE-PRESIDENTS

:

J. O. HATT;
KICHARD JUSON

;

-/E. S. lOJNNEDY ; and
Dr. MACKELCAN.

treasurer

:

THOMAS RAMSAY.

COR. SECRETARY

:

ROBERT R. SMHxEY.

EEC. SECRETARY :

A. LOGIE.



^"

ADDRESS.

When a number of men associate together for any parti-
cular purpose, and hold out invitations to their fellow-
subjects to join their ranks, an explanation of the objects
for which they have united is naturally expected.
Every man, unbiassed by prejudice, who looks calmly

upon the condition of the Colony, and reflects on events
as they pass before him, must admit that a state of de-
pression, uncertainty, and well-founded dissatisfaction, ex-
ists throughout the land. Possessing a country of almost
boundless extent—a climate of acknowledged salubrity

—

a soil, the fertility of which is not surpassed—a people
intelligent, enterprising, and industrious, and having the
means of attaining competence and happiness within the
reach of all—we are evidently making but little progress.
The blessings which Providence has, with a bounteous
hand, scattered around us, are passed by unregarded.
Wrangling and turmoil h^ve taken the place of peace and
contentment. Men are contending earnestly for a shadow,
whilst the substance is permitted to escape unnoticed.
Our fathers cleared the forests, and laid the foundation of
goodly cities : their sons, instead of imitating so noble an
example, and striving manfully, shoulder to shoulder, to
develope the incalcidable resources of the favored land
which they inherit, are struggling but to reach and hold
the reins of power ; or, still more deplorable, are engaged
in perpetuating a warfare of races.

The transcript of the British Constitution which has
been bestowed upon us, has either been perverted from its

original purpose, or is unsuited for a Colony so pecidiarly
situated as ours. The Legislative Union of the Provinces
has but engendered discord and disunion among the peo-
ple. The nicely balanced Estates of the Realm, which
Tfvrm flip Vinnaf nf PTT^n^Tr Hw+rtn ««/-» I»i 4-l>I<-. T>«^-.^w,-„ «4.
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present, entirely unknown. The Legislative Council hfw
been rendered subservient to, and is but an echo of the
House of Ai .emhlj

; and the Eepresentative of Her Ma-
jesty is held, by his advisers, to be responsible solely to
the people whom he governs, without any deference being
paid to the power by which he is appointed.

Instead of becoming an united, prosperous Province

—

British in fact as well as in name—we are liampered and
entirely controlled by a Race cherishing prejudices,wliich,
for centuries, have descended from father to son, and
which threaten, in our day, to lead to the most serious
and. deplorable consequences. Apart from their bitter
prejudices and silly dreams of Nationality, entertained
despite the rapid influx of a British population, the lead-
ers of the people who inhabit the Eastern section of the
Province, have systematically opposed all improvement
andprogi-ess, whether social or political ;—and, instead of
passmglaws and adopting customs calculated to render
the Pro\dnce essentially British, and thus afford the fullest
liberty and happiness to their credulous and ill-informed
countrymen, these leaders have perpetuated a crude Feu-
dal system, which has proved too onerous even for the
country from which they boast their origin.

To comprehend the vast power which the French pop-
ulation exercise over the affairs of the Province, we have
but to reflect upon the cordial unanimity with which they
act upon every question that arises, whilst the British in-
habitants, following^ the example of all really free govern-
ments, are di^^ded into parties entertaining quite distinct
and opposite opinions upon important public questions.
The union of the French, with even the weakest of these
parties, is almost certain to give them a preponderance
sufficient to control the administration ; and as those who
possess the power are naturally enabled to dictate their
terms of support, we find one section of the Province
made subservient to the other, and laws forced upon Up-
per Canada, despite the remonstrances and opposition of
her representatives, which are not extended to, and would
not be tolerated in. Lower Canada. By this means public
opinion is disregarded, nnd can scarcely be br



6

Council hfw
cho of the
•f Her Ma-
e solely to

rence being

Province

—

ipered and
lices,which,

son, and
ost serious

beir bitter

entertained

I, the lead-

ion of the

provement
instead of

to render
. the fullest

U'informed

crude Feu-
en for the

rench pop-

3, we have
v^hich they
British in-

•ee govern-

ite distinct

questions.

3t of these

)onderance

those who
3tate their

Province
upon Up-

)ositior. of

rnd would
ans public

bear upon those who control the affairs of the country.

The legislation of the Session just closed shows, fniiher,

that the French are determined on adding, if possible, to

the great influence which they already possess. Their

Representation scheme, which was barely defeated, pro-

vided for an increase of French over British constituencies

in Lower Canada of fully one-third; and the Election

Bill, which is now the law of the land, exteiids the fran-

chise to French settlers possessing merely bonds for deeds,

or contracts for the purchase of lands which they occupy

;

whilst in Upper Canada, the same class of settlers are de-

prived of all privileges, and even Freoholdei-s must have

held their titles a longer period than the law previously

pro\dded. So glaring a case of injustice and partiality

is quite sufficient to show the real designs of our French

rulers, and the impossibility of reconciling them to a con-

stitutional mode of procedure.

Turning from the political and social to the commercial

condition of the Colony, we are equally unable to express

satisfaction, or reconcile ourselves to the existing order

of things. Financial embarrassments, and every difficulty

calculated to retard the advancement of the Province,

stare us in the face, with but little apparent prospect of

improvement. The various expedients attempted in order

to lessen our troubles, have proved worse than useless.

They have but added to the load which we were unable

to move.

^i.^-

The advantages which we formerly possessed in the

markets of the Mother Country have been taken from us,

and we have been unable to obtain anything in return. The

balance of trade is largely against us. We cannot exchange

our productions for those of other countries,^ except under

great disadvantages, and we are unable to dispose of them

at aught approaching a remunerating price at home. Our

manufactures are depressed ; our imports greatly exceed

our exports ; our mechanics are, at their own doors, barely

able to compete with foreigners, whilst they are studiously

excluded from a market ;ibroad ; and evei - branch of in-

dustry is struggling against the unparalleled depression

Tvhich exists througnont the land.



lo acid to the discontent whicli sucli a state of affairs w
calculated to create, the expenses of Government are ex-
cessive, and constantly increasing ; whilst measures aro
passed into law which are totally unsuited to this vountrand comparatively poor country. A mass of uncalled forand ill-digested legislation finds its way annually into our
statutes

;
and one act is not thoroughly tested ere another,

entirely novel and establishing directly opposite princi-
ples, is forced mto operation, for an equally brief and
uncertain existence.

i j
^

It is for the purpose of taking these matters, and otherswinch It IS at present unnecessary to enumerate, into con-
sideration, that the British American League, with whichwe have associated ourselves, has been formed
The onginators of the Association do not presume to

express an opinion, or decide upon the remedy which maybe applied. The;^ lay the subject open to their fellow
countrymen, and mvite their co-operation in adopting themost feasible mode of bringing about a more healthy state
ot attairs A Convention, to be composed of Deleiratesfrom each branch, according to numbei-s, to meet at some
central place, will afford a favorable opportunity for deli-
beration; and for deciding upon the course which, under
the circumstances, should be pursued. The maintenance,

''^!r^.i!'^""''"''''c5^''^^''
^^ -"- connexion of this Colony

with the Parent State, and the recommendation of such
measur^is ns are calculated to strengthen and unite us toi?e-
ther, andm^e us m every respect an integral portion ofthe mighty Empire of which we form a part, will be the
hrst and most important duty ofthose who now address you.

Inviting the attention of the inhabitants of the Western
Country to the Circular of the Presiding Officers in Mon-
treal which has been extensivly publislied, we solicit the
countenance and co-operation ofall who desire to take apart in the present movement.

JOHN YOUNG, Presidfxt.

ROBERT R. SMILEY, Cob. Secretarf.
A. LOGIE, Recording Secretary.

I

I

v.-



BY-LAWS
or

e of affuirs w
luent are ex-

neasures are
) this young
uncalled for

ally into our
ere another,
osite princi-

y brief and

S and others
tte, into con-

with which
I.

presume to
' which may
their fellow

dopting the
ealthy state

f Delegates
leet at some
ity for deli-

hich, under
maintenance,

this Colony
on of such
lite us toge-

portion of
will be the
-ddress you,
tie Western
rs in Mon-
3 solicit the
to take a

SECRETARY.

'ARY.

THE IIAJVIILTON BKiVNCH
or

THE BRITISH AMERICAN LEAGUE.

I.
—^The name of this Association shall be, provisionally,

The Hamilton Branou of the British Ameiucan
League.

II.—^The object of the League shall be—the maintenanoQ

and promotion, by all Constitutional means, of the

general interests of the Province.

III.—Any person signing the Register, and paying an An-
nual Subscription of mt more than 58., or less than
Is. 3d., shall bo a of the League.

IV,—^Tho League shall
" he first Wednesday of

each Month, in st, -id at such hour c^ the

Executive Commi from time to time

appoint,

v.—The Annual Meeting of the i^eague, for the Election

of Officers, anxl the transaction of other business,

shall be held on the first Wednesday of August.

VI.—Special Meetings of the League shall be held when-
ever summoned by the President ; and he shall be
bound to issue such Summons on the written appli-

cation of any twenty or more Membei's, stating the

special business in question.

VII.—Every Member, on payhicj Msi Siibscriptimi^ shall

be furnished with a Ticket of Membership ; and no
person, who has not received such Ticket, shall be
admitted to any of the Meetings of the League.

VIII.—^The Officers of the League shall be elected annually

hy ballot^ or otherwise ; and shall consist of—a Pre-

sident, four Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding
Secretary, a Recording Secretary, and a Treasurer.

IX.
—

^I'hese Oflicei's, together with nine other Members to

be chosen at the same time, shall constitute the
Executive Committee of the League.

X.—^The President shall preside at the Meetings of the

League, or of the Executive Committee, ancl pre-

serve order therein. In either case, he shall only
be entitled to a casting vote.
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XL—The Vice-PreHidentf^, in the order of seniority, shall
IMjrtbrm all the duties of the President during tlif

Jibsence oi* illness of that Officer.

JXII.—The Corresjwnding Secretary shall, under the super-
intendence of the Executive Committee, conduct
the correspondence of the League, of which ha
shall keep a record.

XIIL- The Recording Secretary shall keep an .accurate
record of the transactions of the League, and of the
Executive Committee.

Xiy.—The Treasurer shall receive and take chai-ge of
the Funds of the League ; he shall pay all draft*!
drawn on him by the President, and countersigned
by the Recording Secretary, and none other ; and
shall keep a regular account of the financial con-
cerns of the League.

XV.—The Executive Committee shall have full power to
superintend the correspondence of the League

; to
appropi-iate its funds; and generally to conduct the
affairs thereof, in accordance ^vith these Rules.

XVL—^The Executive Committee shall meet weekly, on
such evening and under such regulations as thoy
may from time to time subscribe ; and shall also
meet at other times when specially summoned by
the President. At all Meetings of the Executive
Committee, seven shall form a quorum.

XVIL—-On the occurrence of any vacancy in the Execu-
tive Committee, the same shall be filled at the next
Monthly Meeting of the League, by the election of
a Member to serve until the next Annual Election.

XVIIL—The President and Vice-Presidents of the Town-
ship Brmiches of the I^eague, within the bounds of
the Gore District, shall be considered Honorary
Members of the Hamilton Branch, and eligible to
attend its Monthly Meetings.

XIX.—^No alteration shall be made in these Rules, unless
at a general Meeting of the League, after notice of
the intended motion at the general Meeting imme-
diately preceding.

/
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