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THE RECENT COUNTY SCHOOL CONVENTIONS IN
UPPER CANADA.

In accordance with the circular from the Chief Superintendent
of Education, published in this Journal for December, the seve-
ral County School Conventions have been held, and the result
has been most satisfactory and encouraging. The attendance
generally was large, including persons from various parts of each
County. The greatest interest was felt by those present, at this
official visit of the Chief ‘Superintendent, as by this mutual con-
ference and consultation, difficulties were removed, objections
answered, and all parties more closely united in the promotion
of that great and patriotic object—the education of the youth
of Upper Canada.

At each Convention the Chief

Superintendent delivered an
address,

explanatory of the objects of his tour, as well as of the
steps which had been taken by the Educational Department,
since his last visit, to supply the wants, and to elevate the char-
acter and condition, of the Public Schools. The address also
contained such practical suggestions and remarks as were
deemed appropriate to the oceasion, The substance of this
address, and other information, we give below.

The resolutions passed at the several meetin

. gs will be given
1o our next number,

REASONS FOR HOLDING THESE SCHOOL CONVENTIONS.

In commencing his remarks, Dr. Ryerson said that :
. Before submitting to the Goverument a draft of a bill for the
further improvement of the Public Schools, he felt it to be his
duty to hold these County Conventions for the purpose of dis-

—

cussing certain improvements in the machinery of the present
law. He had taken a similar course before the passing of the
Common School Law in 1850, before the establishment of Pub-
lic School Libraries, before the passing of the Supplementary
Act in 1853, and the School Law Amendment Act of 1869.
Before laying the foundation of our present system of Public
Instruction, he had visited every country in which there was a
regularly established system of education, in search of informa-
tion. He regretted that the multiplicity of his labours precluded
his visiting each portion of the Province more than once in five

| vears, and the present he expected to be his last official visit.

But before mnaking any additional improvements in the present
Public School Law, he had thought it but fair to consult the
country on a matter in which all were so deeply interested, and
to embody in a bill the views of the principal educationists, ex-
pressed at these conventions, as far as practicable.

TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE CONVENTIONS.

The chief object of these School Conventions, Dr. Ryerson
said, was to consider the expediency of substituting Township
Boards of Education for the present system of School Section
Trustee Corporations in Upper Canada, and to see how far the
School System itself might be further improved. He also pro-
ceeded to explain the principles upon which our Common School
system was hased—eaeh county, township, city, and village
having] the management of its own schools, irrespective of
Governmental interference. The principles and practice of free
government were thus brought home to each man’s door. He
further remarked that there were three subjects which he thought
should engage the attention of the present meeting. A fourth
has also been suggested during the course of the tour.

The first would be, to consider any suggestions which may be
made for the amendment of the School Law, for the improve-
ment of the schools, for the diffusion of education, and for the
extension and usefulness of prize books and public libraries.

The second would be, to consider, especially, whether or not
it would be desirable to have one Board of School Trustees for
each Township, as there is one Board of Trustees for each City,
Town, and Incorporated Village in Upper (anada—thus
putting an end to the trouble and disputes arising from School
Section divisions and alterations, the election of Section Trus-
tees, and the levying and collecting of School Section rates, &c.,
greatly simplifying the machinery of the School System, leaving
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to parents a larger discretion as to the selection of a school for their
children, and giving greater permanency to the situation of teachers.
In several of the neighbouring States, where the system of Town-
ship Boards of School Trustees has been established in the place of
School Section Trustees, the advantage is said to be immense. The
Township Board would, of course, appoint for each school a Visiting
Committee of three, who would visit the school from time to time,
and report annually, or oftener, its state and progress to the Board.

The thi:d would be, to consider whether each Municipal Couneil
should not be invested with power to bring to account and punish
by fine, or require to work on the roads, parents who do not send
their children, between the ages of seven and fifteen years, to some
school, at least four months in the year.

The fourth subject proposed was the alteration in the constitution
of the County Boards of Public Instruction, so as to simplify the
present mode of granting certificates to common school teachers.

THE EDUCATION OF THE YOUTH OF CANADA THE GREAT OBJECT IN
VIEW—GENERAL REMARKS.

The object which the Government, the Legislature, and the De-
partment has in view, is the education of the youth of Canada, and
1t is one in which every person is concerned. Our system of gov-
ernment is so framed that in proportion to a man’s property, so do
his interests and burthens of responsibility to it increase, and the
greater a man’s property, the greater is his personal interest in the
training and moral culture of the rising generation. Great pains
have been taken in framing and in the administration of the School
system of Canada, not only by visiting other countries and inquiring
into their system of education, and adopting what was best in them,
but also by visiting the various counties of Upper Canada and
inquiring into the circumstances and wishes of the respective com-
munities. It had been felt by him that a mere theoretical system
was not sufficient, inasmuch as different communities, subject to the
constantly changing influences of a progressive country, require
changes in their educational institutions. For it must not be for-
gotten that though the general system of law and government are
in many respects essentially the same, they must ever be adapted
to the peculiar feelings and interests of the people for whose protec-
tion and benefit they are instituted ; and the same rule applies to
the educational system. In order, therefore, to obtain a full insight
into the wants of the people, he had thought it best from time to
time to hold meetings similar to this, which was the fourth visit of
the kind which he had made.* It is assumed by all that it is the
daty of every country to educate its youth, and it is also assumed
that it is the duty of every parent to co-operate in doing so. If a
father were to mutilate his child he would be liable to the penal
laws of the land, but how far more culpable that man who mutilates
the immortal part of his child’s nature, who by neglecting to do
what lies in his power to provide for his mental training, reduces
him almost to the level of a barbarian !

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN ONE OF THFE. FIRST DUTIES OF PARENTS,

Dr. Ryerson next proceeded to urge parents to consider it as one
of their first duties to give their children such an education as would
cnable them to take care and make a proper use of property that
might be left to them, or what they might make themselves by their
own industry. He was rather against parents leaving their sons
large fortunes, as it led them to be idle and careless, and sometimes
dissipated, but considered it to the advantage of parents to settle a
dovry on their daughters, as they generally took better care of it.
He said he knew many young men who had received large fortunes
from their parents, and had sunk into obscurity, while those that
had been brought up to industrious pursuits in agriculture, &c., had
made fortunes for themselves, and were among the first men of the

country.

INFLUENCE OF AN ATTRACTIVE SCHOOL-HOUSE AND A GOOD TEACHER.

Tt was highly desirable to remove, as far as possible, all obstacles
that might interfere with the education of youth. The very place
of instruction should be rendered as attractive as possible. If the
school-house should happen to be the meanest house in the neigh-
bourhood, as it not unfrequently was, the impression of the children
attending it would naturally be that it was one of the meanest
things in the world to attend school. It was requisite that the inte-
rior of the school-house should be rendered as clean and comfortable
as possible. There was much true philosophy in the erection of a
good school-house. Teachers, also, should be the most attractive
persons in the estimation of thelr.pupilsz They should see to it that
they conducted themselves in their bearing and their whole manner
towards the school children as kindly as possible ; for the art of kind-
ness would surely make itself felt, and when teachers had secured

* Viz.: in 18 , 1853, and 1860, see account of the proceedings =t
these Oonventions in the Journal of Kducation for thoso years,

the affection of their pupils, so as to command respect and attention,
they would be in a position to exert the best infinences for the edu-
cation of the youth in their charge.

RESPECTFUL TREATMENT OF THE TEACHER BY PARENTS,

1t is also necessary for parents to speak of the teacher in terms of
esteem, and to treat him or her as respectfully as possible. If child-
ren heard their parents speak disrespectfully of the teacher, it was
not likely that they could receive any good frora him. It was
frequently the case that parents themselves raised an impediment to
the instruction of their children by speaking disrespectfully of the
teacher. Even should circumstances arise that would render the
teacher’s removal from the school desirable, yet that impression
should not be given to the children, while the teacher held his situa-
tion in the school. Parents should exert every effort to call forth
the religious, moral, and intellectual powers of their children. It
was of importance that both teacher and parents should combine and
use every endeavor for the advancement of the education of youth.

MODIFICATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM
DESIRABLE.

The subject of education has very properly engaged the attention
of our Government to a very considerable extent, and has formed a
prominent part in their policy. Changing circumstances render
constant modifications necessary. What is applicable at one timeis
not applicable at another, because as before remarked, it was neces-
sary from time to time to introduce alterations which the progress
of the country rendered necessary. 'Wants not originally felt when
our School System was first inaugurated, have been felt of late, and
those wants have been supplied. We had now advanced another
step when it seemed proper once again to pause and inquire whether
anything could be done to improve the system and render it more
efficient. It was believed that hitherto the system had been oun the
whole decidedly popular, and the progress so far highly satisfactory.

STATISTICAL PROGRESS OF THE UPPER CANADA SCHOOL SYSTEM.

When the school system commenced, 96,756 pupils were taught ;
now there were noless than 385,800. The amount expended for the
payment of teachers during the first year of the present system was
$2006,856, last year the salaries of teachers amounted to $1,080,66.
The amount expended for all purposes during the first year was
$295,897. Last year no less a sum than $1,330,608, was expended
for educational purposes. These statistics are highly gratifying,
showing that a very great advancement has been made in our edu-
cational system. It was to be hoped that the period was not far
distant when the beneficial effects of this extended education would
be felt throughout the country, and that complaints might no longer
be heard of the nature ¢ with which” said Dr. Ryerson, ‘I have
been assailed during the past week,” of the inefliciency of persons
appointed to municipal offices, and other important offices of public
trust. The number of schools in operation when the present system
came into force was 2,610, now there are 4,360. There are other
matters connected in some degree with our School System, the pro-
gress of which was equally gratifying, and as the increase in school
house accommodations, the number of maps, &c., which had been -
procured, and the establishments of libraries. The latter was an in-
stitution of comparatively recent date, but no less than 212,423
volumes of instructive reading had been put into circulation in con-
nection therewith.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION OF VAGRANT CHILDREN.,

One subject which had lately commanded a very great deal of
consideration, both from the Government and from the people, was
the question as to the course to be adopted in reference to children
who were entirely neglected by their parents. The word ‘‘com-
pulsory ” he knew had not the most agreeable sound in the ears of
many individuals. Tt was thought by some to be an interference
with personal liberty and parental right. But the proposal was
founded on public expiendency and the principles of justice between
man and man. The system was carried out with greater rigour in
Switzerland, which was even a more democratic country than the
United States, than in any other part of Europe or America. The
Swiss felt that the general education of the people was so essential
to the maintenance of their liberty, that they looked upon man as
an enemy to the country, and as liable to the penal laws of the Can-
ton in which he lived, who did not educate his children. The same
regulation existed in some of the Eastern States. The principal on
which compulsory education was founded was this : The ratepayer
Jjustly said,~“If the state compels me to pay taxes for the education
of all the youth in the state, I have a right to demand of the state
in return that it shall see that all the youth are educated.” If the
parent were so inhuman as to deny the child the education which
was 80 necessary for the proper discharge of its future duties, the
community had a right to step in between the unnatural parent and

the defenceless child, to secure to the child its inherent rights,
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Many had thought that he did not go far enough in this matter.
They thought that Parliament should legislate directly upon the
subject, aud Inake it penal to neglect the sending children to school.
But his opinion was that as each municipality provided the means
of. educatlon, 80 should each municipality have the right to deal
with the Subject. It was proper, however, to remark that it was
not intended to_require the parent to send his child to the public
Protestant or Roman Catholic school. ~All that was essential Was
that the child must be educated, and the education might take place
at home, with the mother as the instructor, as was the case with the
celebrated John Wesley and his brothersand sisters, who received
their early education from their mother. It was asked, how the
p}_ap was to be carried out._ He replied that he left it to each mu-
nicipal council to say how it was to be done. If in townships a by-
}Caw were past declaring that the parent who did not send his children,
t:r-lom seven to twelve years of age, to any school for four months in

e year, such parent should pay a double rate-bill, and they
might depend upon it, the neglect'to take advantage of the school
system would only prevail in solitary instances. In other cases, it
had been suggested that it would be well if Municipal Councils were
‘mvested with the power of punishing parents, unable to pay fine,
by compelling them to work upon the roads. The punishment would
act as a sort of pillory ; by which they would be held up to public
scorn and opprobium, and thus they might be compelled to do their
duty when they could not be got at in any other way. It had also
been suggested that this law should apply to the parents of children
between seven and twelve or seven and fifteen years of age. All
?greed‘that four months in the year ought to be the minimum time
or which a child between those ages ought to be sent to school.

TOWNSHIP BOARDS OF EDUCATION.

Another question which w

t i £i ;
whether it would ot b, a8 attracting a good deal of interest was,

;i \ better to have a Board of education for
every l‘owns}up._ This subject deserved great attention. The di-
V1s1on of Townships into school sections might have been advisable
at the commencement of the school systemn, but was not compatible
w}t-h' the zulvancged condition of the country. Such a state of affairs
j {:‘e\'extfle«l combination and harmony, under it the schools as a whole
fel?e{ipt(.(B ~"-'ml never rose or progressed. This system of having dif-
i 1t im‘ds for each School Section had been done away with in
Gt %s in 860, and since then the results had been most gratifying.
and or O]Hto there had used tobe no less than sixteen school sections,
and i the city of Hamilton probably eight or ten with corresponding
expenscs for teachers, management, &e. It was now proposed to fol-
OW the same course in regard to townships. At present there were
very generally too many schools in a township. A less number of a
uore efficient character would be more useful, and might be had
without any increased expenditure. At present persons living in a
school section were compelled to send their children to the Schools
helonging to their section, although it might be much more conve-
went to them if residents on the boundary of the section to send
them to one of the other schools in the township.

ILLUSTRATIONS AND ECONOMY OF THE TOWNSHIP SYSTEM.

Both systems had been tried in the States. In the cities of Boston
New Haven, Hartford and New York, they had had excellent schools
but it had been found that in country places the schools under the
sectioual system were not progressive. ‘The Americans felt that this
was the case and had turned their attention to it, and they had for
the most part arrived at the conclusion that these small divisions
had been the cause, and the consequence had been that they had
commenced gradually to introduce the Township system instead of
School Sections or Districts as they were termed in the States. It
:;lght be urged that the Fastern States were old settlements, and
\ ere thickly peopled, and were, therefore, no criterions for us to 20

Ohio am_l other Western States, the same dif-
und to exist under the old system, and the Town-
oy to ada being gradually introduced. Dr, Ryerson was
¢ o OPt anything in the eduncational system of America or
any other country that was worthy of imitation and profiting by
their experience in the matter he had thought it right to bring in
question before the people, as he was not willing to introduce an
changes or innovations until he was well assured that the public deY
sired it whatever might be hisindividual private opinions on the sub-
Ject,  The following was an extract, from the report, of the secreta
of the Board of Education, for 186-in the State of N’Ia.ssachusetts oryr;
this subject. The Connecticut Legislature had lately passed alaw
*:0 do away with the School Districts, and put the control of the
i:chools of a township under one Board of Trustees, the object of
c;:imeasnre being (as stated) to simplify the machir;ery of the edu-
. fﬁc‘ima}, system, and to facilitate and bring about a more simple and
tha grt\a t:mde of education. The Superintendent of Education in
oo of Pennsylvania in his recent report had said that the

g glory” of their school system was the Township system.

The State of Ohio had testified to the same effect, and so had In-
diana. Under the present system of sections in this Country the
attendance at some of the schools did not average more than ten or
twelve, while others were overcrowded. Schools were much more
likely to be good and efficient when there was a large attendance.
The pupils and teachers were both influenced. From the edu-
cational report of the State of Massachusetts it appeared that under
the District system there were twenty-five schools where there was
an average attendance of only five pupils, 205 schools with an
average of ten pupils, 540 echools with 15 pupils, 1,000 schools with
twenty pupils, and 1,456 with an average attendance of twenty-five.
1t was quite clear from this statement that a much smaller number
of schools would have accommodated the wants of the population,
while the expense would be proportionally decreased.

EVILS OF THE PRESENT SCHOOL SECTION SYSTEM.*

Under the sectional system persons were compelled to send their
children to the school belonging to the section, although very often
another school might be nearer and more -desirable, and hence not
unfrequently they were prevented from sending their children to
school at all, But so long as arbitrary lines existed they should
of course be respected. An anecdote was related by Dr. Ryer-
son of a gentleman having met with a farmer in the States and
asking him the road to the school house belonging to the districtin
which he resided. The farmer replied that he scarcely knew where
the school house was, as it was so far away, and the road was
80 bad that he derived no benefit from it. On being informed
that a new system had been inaugurated and that he could now
send his children to any school he pleased, his countenance
brightened, and he replied that he ¢ would send them to school to-
morrow.” ~ Another man came to the County Treasurer to pay his
taxes, who stated that he lived in a remote corner of the township,
and found it absolutely impossible to send his children to school,
although he lived near by the school of an adjoining district, and
in consequence for many years been paying his taxes for the support
of a school system, from which it was impossible that he should de-
rive any benefit. On hearing of the alteration about to be made in
the law he was overjoyed, and said that now his children might
have a chance of being educated, and the school be of some use to
him and his. These anecdotes ‘'were related by Dr. Ryerson as
practical evidences of the evils of the system, which though happen-
ing in the States were equally liable to occur in Canada. In many
instances persons transferred there residences from one district to
another, and thus were frequently taxed for the erection of school
houses in both. This woulg be obviated under the new system, and
the petty quarrels and jealousies which too often took place between
so many Boards of School Trustees would also cease to exist. The
subject was one which ought to receive the fullest and most compre-

hensive consideration, and it was, therefore, introduced to the con-
vention.

CONSTITUTION OF THE PROPOSED BOARD — ELECTION OF MEMBERS,

Some theoretical persons had raised objections to the proposed
plan, but all practical men, it was believed, thought well of it. The
Board would have power to make rates and levy taxes, and nothing
more would be necessary. A Board of Education separated from
the Township Council should elect one member for each ward in the
Township, but not elected at the same time that councillors were
elected.  Of course there will always be differences of opinion ; but
it is best to avoid all the asperity and ill-feeling incidental to con-
tested elections as much as possible, and therefore it was thought
best that the election of councillors and trustees should not take
place at the same time. The election of the Township Board of
Education might take place in June or July. This was the result
of his later experience and observation on this subject. So far as
his experience went, the result of the election of trustees in the
towns and cities had been, on the whole, satisfactory.

NEW BOARDS OF COUNTY EXAMINERS,

It was intended to supersede the present County Boards of Public
Instruction, to whom was delegated the duty of examining and
awarding certificates to teachers. It had been complained of that
the County Boards as now constituted were attended with consider-
able expense, and that where there were many grammar schools in
a county, the whole of whose members were members of the Board
of Public Instruction, the county boards were almost unworkable.
Objections had also been made to them by those who received certi-
ficates or qualification, Tt had been said by many teachers—he
might say by all with whom he had spoken on the subject (and the
principle was just in itself)—that as candidates for the profession of
medicine were examined by medical men, and for the legal profes-

* A copy of the Resolutions, and other information in regard to the

recent County School Conventjons, will be given in the next number of
this Journal,
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sion by the benchers of the Law Society, so should teachers no long-
er be examined by persons who had no experience in teaching.
With a view of meeting this objection, and the objection made by
the county councils on the score of expense, it was proposed that in
future the County Boards of examiners should consist of five persons
appointed by the Governor-in-council, on the recomimnendation of
the Department of Public Instruction from a list of twelve names
remitted by the County Council ; and that they should be sclected
with a view to special qualifications in respect to the examination of
teachers and the granting of certificates of qualification. TFurther
to facilitate the duties of the board, and at the same time to raise
the standard of qualification of teachers generally, the questions for
the examination would be prepared by practical instructors, because
it was well known that however well educated a man might be, he
could not prepare questions to test a teacher’s qualification for his
work, unless he had himself had experience in that work. It was
proposed to do away with third class certificates altogether, and that
the questions for the examination of teachers throughout Upper
Canada should be prepared by a committee or central Provincial
Board in Toronto, consisting of practical teachers. The questions
would be all printed in confidence, and sent under the seal of the
Department to the chairman or secretaries of the several county
boards, which would meet all over the Province on the same day,
and the seals not to be broken until the boards had assembled. The
values would be given, and it would be the duty of the county
boards to examine the certificates of character and the answers to
the questions proposed. Thus there would be a uniform standard,
fair to every teacher, from one end of the country to another. The
holder of a first class certificate under this system would not be
again required to go before the board to be re-examined probably
for five or ten years to come, and the second class certificates would
be permanent for a certain time, though the exact period during
which they would remaiun in force was a matter for after considera-
tion. At the same time, these certificates would be perfectly valid
in counties other than those in which they were given.

VOLUNTARY CHARACTER OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM.

The Common School system of Upper Canada was entirely a
voluntary one with respect to municipalities. They can tax as they
please to support schools, and they can refuse to sustain them if
they please. The system is thus the work of the people themselves.
The Government does not levy a single penny of a school-rate. No
country in Europe had such an efficient school establishment as
Prussia ; but there everything begins and ends with the Govern-
ment—it was purely a Government institution ; it was not founded
by the people ; it was not managed by them, and consequently it
did not confer those advantages which would have followed had the
system been managed by the people, as in Canada. Here the sys-
tem begins and ends with the people. No school-house can be
built, and no rate levied, except by the concurrence of the people.
It was true that it was not voluntary as to the individual, but it
was certainly voluntary in regard to the municipality. Any county,
city, town, or village, if it did not approve of the school system,
could abolish it to-morrow. The only thing to be done in such a
case would be for the municipality to decline to receive the legisla-
tive grant and to cease to levy a local rate. As to the question,
how far Government should interfere in the management of such a
systemn, he would say, that Government should do nothing that the
people could more effectually do for themselves.

IMPORTANCE AND INFLUENCE OF PRIZES AND MERIT CARDS IN
BCHOOLS.

Another feature in the present systemn and one which had com-
manded a great deal of interest, destined as it was to exercise a most
salutary influence upon the intellizence and future prosperity of the
youth of Canada, was the system of presenting prizes to the meri-
torious pupils. He aftached great importance to the distribution of
prizes for the encouragement of pupils. These prizes he was in
favour of giving, not only for learning, but for punctuality, diligence,
general good conduct and success in recitation. All might not be
able to learn with the same degree of speed, but every pupil could
be punctual, diligent, and of good conduct. Objections had been
made to this practice as formerly carried out, and it had been fairly
objected that where the prizes had been presented by the teachers
the latter might be actuated by motives of partiality. But this ob-
jection had arisen from an improper mode of proceeding. Teachers
ought not to be the examiners of their own pupils, for (although it
was not believed that many of them would do s0) yet they might
easily so frame questions as to be satisfactorily answered by some
and not by others who were perhaps equally well informed. But
the system as lately introduced by the Educational Department,*

* A pamphlet containing full information on the new Departmental System of
merit cp;:ds?hn been published, and will be furnished to any one applying ¥or it.

and now generally carried out had been most successful, and the
reason why it had been so was that, not only were prizes awarded
to those who answered the questions at the examinationsin the most
satisfactory manner, but also for general good conduct, punctuality
in attendance, diligence, and perfect recitation, and this encourage-
ment was given to every pupil without making one pupil the rival
of another alike. Under the Departmental System every pupil
would obtain a prize according to his own merit and not in conse-
quence of his having obtained a triumph over his less unfortunate
fellow pupil. This spirit of emulation formed part of the social life
of our people urging them to that industry and activity which con-
stituted the greatness and grandeur of our nation. The competi-
tion for prizes gave rise to feelings of the most noble and generous
character, not to feelings of a selfish kind in the mind of the scholar.
We might imagine the feelings which filled the heart of a pupil
when he attained a merit card. He would think of the pleasure
with which the announcement of his success would be received at
home, and we might easily see how highly noble and generous feel-
ings might thus be created in the minds of parents and child alike.
Since the inanguration of the prize system 211,655 volumes had
been sent out for prizes. Every one of these volumes, containing
as they did a variety of instructive matter, were valued and read
not only by the pupil but by the whole family circle, and thus be-
come the means of spreading abroad useful information and instruc-
tion throughout the whole community. The desire to excelis a
noble quality implanted in our nature, for the best and wisest end.
Every man wishes to rise not only for his own individual good, but
for that of his country. A large amount of money had been gener-
2lly provided for the procuring of prizes. Several gentlemen in the
different localities had contributed towards it. One member of the
Legislative Council, the Hon. Billa Flint, who represented a county
which contained no less than twenty-three townships, had contribut-
ed $10 for each township for this purpose, on condition that each
Township Council should contribute as much more.* $20 had been
added to this sum by the Educational Department, 8o that $§40 was
expended annually in each of these respective townships for the pur
chase of prizes. Thus when a competitive examination of those
various schools takes place a spirit of emulation is created not only
among the pupils but among the teachers also ; all naturally anxious
that the school with which they are connected should do the best.
Wherever the new merit card system of giving prizes had been in-
troduced great and good results had ensued.

NEOESSITY FOR A UNIFORM SERIES OF TEXT BOOKS.

The selection of text books was, however, one of those things
which could not be left to the municipalities themselves or to
teachers, without much injury, as by this means we might soon find
ourselves in the same position as in one of the United States, where
the late Hon. Horace Mann stated they had three hundred text

books ; whereas no country needed more than twenty or thirty text
books. +

REVISION OF THE NATIONAL READERS FOR CANADIAN SCHOOLS.

The first thing which the school authorities of this country did in
1846, was to select these twenty or thirty text books, and then to
render them as accessible as possible to the public. The Irish Na-
tional Series of School Books were adopted as the common school
books for Upper Canada, being the most unobjectionable and at
the same time the best that could have been introduced. These
books were compiled with great care and by some of the most emi-
nent educationists of Ireland, under the direction of the National
Board. They were the works of practical school teachers and not
of theoretical men. When these books were in type a proof copy
was sent to each member of the National Board, consisting of Pro-
testant and Catholic Bishops, and other gentlemen, selected from
the different religious persuasions. It was understood that any ob-
jection that might be raised by any member relative to the contents
of a book, should be settled before the book was published or allowed
to be printed. Archbishop Whately told him (Dr. R.) that during
the time these books were going through the press no question was
raised that was not amicably and unanimously settled without there
having been any necessity to expunge or alter any of the sentences
of the different authors, These books, then, were unanimously
prepared, and thus prepared they came before the public with &
prestige above all private authority. They were adopted as text
books by Provincial authority, and to render them accessible, two
methods were proposed—first, to import them, and next to repro-
duce them. The importation of these books by Canadian publishers
and booksellers had been rendered a matter of free trade bythe

* Tt is gratifying to know that a township cowpetitive System of prizes has lately
been introduced In various counties. A Jist ot these towuships and other inform#’
tion on the subject will be found on page 40.

+ For the further views of the Educational Department on this subject, sce nest
page.
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action of the Educational Department. The Department also
granted to every publisher in this country, with the sanction of the
Irish Board, the right to re-print these books ; and several editions
of the National Books, printed upon Canadian paper, and published
by our own publishers, were now before the public, which had the
effect of reducing their price 25 or 30 per cent. The time has now
come for revising these books for our schools; and a competent
committee of revision was about being appointed by the Council of
Public Instruction, to perform this important duty. When revised
the book, as before, would be given gratuitously to any person who
would undertake to publish them for sale to the schools. He might
also state that for years most of the globes, school maps, and appa-
ratus used in schools have been manufactured in Canada upon the
most advantageous terms. Thus a set of Mechanical Powers of a
certain quality procured in England or the United States could not
be sold for less than §30, while a similar set, in every respect equal,
was produced and sold in Canada for $20. The same was true of
::e chief part of the other articles in the Depository. He thought
: at Canada should not only have her own school laws and her own
eachers, but that we should have every article required for our
schools manufactured in our own country.
NECESSITY FOR A CANADIAN SERIES OF S8CHOOL TEXT BOOKS.

1t was found, that .
adopted in Canada, when the new system of decimal currency was

0 the two National Arithmetics in use would re-
%;"“:F to be adapted to that system. The larger Arithmetic of the
Ela 1onatl‘ Seneshhad been so altered, and it was followed by the
twimgn ary Ax_~1»;‘hmetlc, Algebra, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry,
o .yeo‘;xaphl«;s, and a School History of all the British North
A eé 1ca.nd'Pro.v1uces. _ Thus the whole series was gradually becom-
phgiesm}lla lanized, as it were, Speaking of the Canadian Geogra-
Lt} e said : It was very generally known that our American
sehges ::‘lgs,t }}:e_rhaps with pardonable pride, had represented them-
peonte md eir country, in their own geographies, as the greatest
werp ¢ and country in the world ; and as many of these geographies

© In use in Canadian schools, it was at once felt that it would be

an advantage ¢ . . .
their ghas agter.o 1:;{}:&: them by works more strictly national in

as now done through the spirited enterpris
;)lflu?sg.at'] ghn Lovell, of Montreal, who fﬁmishec‘f two admirrpizblyey
deavn & : geographies at 45 cts. and 65 cts. each. Thus in our en-
and sis'::r (1)3 ngi}):::sCagadéal1 Geographies, we have made ourselves
have hitherty po m: g:?bo a(i);a;a l?nore respectable in size than we
PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES, MAPS AND APPARATUS,

Some years since, the Department, in its endeavours to render
Inaps, globes, and achool apparatus accessible in this country at the
lowest possible rates, had found that in England the government
had arranged with several publishers for the production of maps at
prices about forty per cent. below the retail charges, and upon
which terms they were furnished to the schools in England, aided
by Parliamentary grants. On application, the publishers agreed to
extend their arrangement to the Department of Education in Upper
Canada ; and in like manner the publishers of books in England
%nd the United States agreed to furnish the books required for the

ommon School Libraries at greatly reduced rates. As to the ne-
:essxty for thfase hl?rapxes, he might mention that in one of cur
bmé'xif, z;i'I boys’ association was formed at school, for the purchase of
ba‘ ooks to the amount of about $100; when discovered, it was

roken up, the books burnt, and a good library substituted. The
young will read bad books if they cannot get good ones. There
:re from 3,000 to 4,000 different works in the Educational Deposi-
t;:;ry, for the formation of libraries in school sections, Most of
ine%e books, maps, and apparatus could now be sent to every town
P m%pgr Canada at a cost less than that at which they could be ob-

ded in the cities of Edi
Philadolpine Edinburgh, London, New York, Boston, or
DEVELO

PMENT OF CANADIAN INDUSTRY IN THE HOME MANUFACTURE

or M
The first Btep of the De AP8 AND APPARATUS,

rtment in obtaining text books had
to procure them ch : . g ooks had been
for Canadian enter;:ig(l,’ﬁ lmportation, and then to open the way

: ! Y their reproduction. So also wi
orreries, tellurians, therm ) also with maps,
of the Departmenst’ has :xintite"’ and other apparatus, the object

rod i :
ourselves, and more than onep oduce evorything that we required

hundred of i i
were now reproduced in this countr;v. ) Ino'cht:hese difforent articles

changes had been introduced so as to
mt: g‘flb%esc})lg?phicai kn_owlﬁdge.b In tﬁalr);ag;eu;hgghﬂrax e:::::
shed, great pains had been taken i

::(sl as possible, plaees of importance in Britishtoarl;snngét?;lc?\?:’t: v

o ue prominence had also been given to those places in the gi-’

ope:ﬁ;endered famous by the Russian war ; in China, by Lord Elgin

knowng' up to commerce places which until lately had been un-
; and in the United States by the late great civil war. In

t
he matter of School farniture, selections had been made of models

in New York and Boston, and these models were shown to Cabinet-
makers in this country to receive their groposals for constructing
the same. The consequence had been that a new branch of trade
had sprung up in our own country—the manufacture of School fur-
niture. Thus we have gone on encouraging the industry of our
own people ; first mounting the maps, next reprinting the readers,
preparing Canadian text books, making the furniture, and now en-
graving the maps, In this way it had been sought to develop Cana-
dian industry, and to import nothing that we can make ourselves,
This he considered was one of the most important features of the
system. Not only should our School system and our School archi-
tecture be Canadian, but Canadian skill and enterprise should pro-
duce or manufacture everything that the country requires. By
the employment of Canadian capital and skill several thousands of
pounds were annnally saved to the country. If the price of every
bushel of wheat and every foot of lumber sent to foreign markets
was expended in Canada we should be so much the richer. He
thought it of the greatest importance for the interest of the country
and its general advancement, that we should be producers of that
which we consume, and that we should send as little of the money
out of the country to the foreign producer—for we wanted it all—
as possible. He thought it worthy of remark that, so far as we
know in history, there was no record of a purely agiicuitural people
ever risiug to importance among nations ; and that with our forests
of timber, and our resources in metals, minerals, raw materials, and
natural advantages, it was desirable to encourage a spirit of self-
reliance o as to depend upon ourselves for the articles we required.
He was aware that it had been insinuated that he had advocated the
doctrine called ¢ protection.” If any thing could be inferred from
his remarks it was the doctrine of Free Trade, for, in fact, he had
proved that School Books had been produced in Canada cheaper
than they could be imported, and indeed the manufacture of the
articles alluded to had commenced long before the present financial
system of the Province was inaugurated. Protection was a ques-
tion of legislation, and he did not interfere with matters of that
kind ; nor did he think it the business of a true patriot to mix the
question of education with any section of party politics. Six or
eight different administrations had been in power since the estab-
lishment of the present school system, and he had never, so far as
the interests of education were concerned, found any difference, no
matter to which party the government of the day might belong.

2. DR. RYERSON’S COUNTY SCHOOL CONVENTIONS.

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson returned to this city on Thursday last,
having completed his tour and fulfilled all his engagements for hold-
ing school conventions for all the counties of Upper Canada. These
conventions appear to have been generally very largely attended.

he object of them was to explain certain proposed amendments in
the school law, and to ascertain the opinion of those present at such
conventions after hearing the explanations given and discussing
such amendments ; also, to receive any further suggestions which
might be made for improving the school system. The amendment
proposed to the School law were chiefly these :—1. To modify
the constitution and duties of County Boards of Public Instruction
and provide for the better examination and giving certificates of
qualifications to teachers. 2. To provide for enforcing on parents
and guardians who refuse to educate their children, the education
of such children for about four months in the year, from the ages
of seven to fourteen years. 3. To provide for Boards of School
Trustees in townships as are now provided for cities and towns,

In the first two of the proposed amendments, we understand, the
conventions for all the counties concurred with two exceptions. In
the last of the proposed amendments, the_conventions for twenty-
seven counties concurred, and thirteen dissented. Besides the
County Councils for four counties being in session, desiring to be
addressed by the Chief Superintendent, expressed their nearly
unanimous concurrence in all the suggestions made by him for the
improvement of the School Law.—Leader.

T, Zapers ov Test Bosks aud Libraries,

1. THE NATIONAL READERS IN OUR SCHOOLS.

A scheme has been recently set on foot, by interested persons, to
supersede the National readers by American and other unaqthoriaed
books. Some teachers also having probably unwittingly joined in
this movement by unreasonably depreciating the character of the
National books, the Chief Superintendent has thus refered to the
subject, in a letter published in the Toronto Globe of the 27th inst. :

“1 know there are parties who are opposed to these readers.
Some on religious, some on political, and others, on purely selfish
grounds. In a letter, a Pres%ytenan clergyman informs me, from
his own personal knowledge, that the object of the movers of the
very memorial quoted as authority against the national readers, was
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to exclude the seripture history and religious part of those books for
infidel purposes. I have official correspondence from the very
authors of that memorial, insisting upon the use of an American
series of readers by Sanders, in place of the national readers. In
another instance the series of American readers, by Wilson (pub-
lished by the Harpers, New York,) is urged in place of the national
readers. Two or three other series of American readers have been
urged by teachers, and even by some trustees. In one instance, a
teacher not only insisted upon using American readers, but also in
having some of the most inflammatory anti-British pieces in them
learned and recited by the pupils at the public examination of the
school, though forbidden by the Local Superintendent to do so.
In that, and in the other cases referred to, I had to inform the
authorities of these schools, that the payment of the school fund
would be withheld from them if they persisted in using such un-
authorized text books. Could interested booksellers succeed in
their theory, and claim to have the teacher decide upon the text
book, we should have a babel indeed of text books in use in the
shools ; for the American book agents are scarcely behind some in
Canada in canvassing teachers and trustees to get their books intro-
duced into our schools.

CHARACTER AND MERITS OF THE NATIONAL READERS.

The national readers have a prestige beyond any other school
readers. They were prepared by some of the best teachers in
Europe ; they were revised by a large Board of highly educated
men, composed of both Protestants and Roman Catholics, and not
one sentence was retained in them to which any one member of the
Board objected ; they underwent the revision of Archbishop
Whately, an experienced teacher and afterwards professor ; a man
of the finest taste, as well as of great learning and vast knowledge.
The first and second of these readers have never been objected to ;
and the third, fourth and fifth readers are euntirely composed of
selections from the standard English poets and prose writers—whose
writings will never grow old as long as the English language is
spoken.

OBSOLETE FACTS OF THE RDADERS PROVIDED FOR.

The Canadian Geographical and Historical parts of those books
have been rendered needless by a Geography and History, prepared
in Canada, and published by Mr. Lovell, as also the chapters relat-
ing to natural philosophy and chemistry, by special Canadian text
books, prepared by Dr. Sangster on those subjects. So that the
few pages in the advanced readers, on which alone the real objcc-
tions to these readers have been founded, are superseded by Cana-
dian text-books, and the readers are only required for the legitimate
purpose of school readers, and for which purpose they are as a whole
yet unexcelled. Since the universal use of them in Canada our
achools have advanced beyond all precedent, and our School Read-
ers have become cheaper than ever before. A uniform series of
Readers is absolutely essential to the classification of both pupils
and schools, as well as a great convenience and saving to teachers
and pupils removing from one school to another, This uniformity
and great interest of the schools should not be allowed to be de-
stroyed to satisfy the caprice of any individual teacher, or the
avarice of any bookseller.

GOOD FAITH SHOULD NOT BE VIOLATED.

The national readers have, in one sense, become Canadianized by
having been printed in Canada, and having become universally used
in the schools. Bu‘ I think every educating country should pro-
vide its own educating books as soon as it can. I have intimated
this on several occasions during my recent tour to the several coun-
ties of Upper Canada ; but I have said, and I now say, that what
has been authorized by law and become universal in the schools, and
provided for by enterprising publishers on the good faith of Govern-
ment, should be changed with great caution, and only after tfinely
notice, 80 as not to disturb the order of the schools, or put parents
of pupils to needless expense, or do injustice to printers, who, like
Mr. Lovell, have invested large sums in stereotyping the whole
series of readers for the use of the public schools.

COMMITTEE TO REVISE THE NATIONAL READERS.

Also, the basis and Christian non-gectarian character of the
national series of readers should be maintained ; some omissions
as to fopeign countries and other matters may be allowed, and the
introduction of more respecting our own country is desirable, but
the excellencies and character of the series should be maintained.
With this_view, a committee, including practical instructors, has
been sppointed to revise them. Various series of the best English
and American readers have been provided to facilitate the labours
of such committee ; but the national readers are as good now as
they have been in past years, and it would be premature to make
any change in their use in the Schools during the current year.

INTERESTS OF THE SCHOOLS (AND NOT OF SPECULATORS) To BE
CONSULTED.

The public schools are established for public and specific purposes ;
their interests and efficiency and those of their supporters are to be
consulted, irrespective of the speculations of an individual book-
geller. Not a member of the Council of Public Instruction has any .
other interest than that of the efficiency of the public schools. The
whole field of science and literature is open to every publisher and
bookseller without their attempting to destroy what all education-
ists in all countries maintain as essential to the highest efficiency of
public schools—uniformity of text books in the essential depart-
ments of reading, arithmetic, as well as of elementary geography
and history.

2. UNIFORM TEXT BOOKS IN ALL OF OUR SCHOOLS.

An improper attempt having been recently made by certain inte-
rested persons to destroy the uniformity of Text Books in our public
schools, the Chief Superintendent (in a letter published in the
Toronto Globe of the 27th inst.,) thus expresses the views of the
Department on the subject :

NECESSITY FOR UNIFORMITY AND CERTAINTY IN SCHOOL BOOKS,

First,—All educationalists in Europe and America agree that a
uniform series of text books is an essential part of an efficient
system of national schools. This is recognised and acted upon in
all the cities of the neighbouring republic, and is provided by law
for the whole of the several States ; and where it has not been so
provided. the State Superintendents, in their annual reports, lament
the deficiency. It is an integral part of the Irish national system, .
and it has been 8o provided for by law in our school system from
the heginning. '

THE PROPER AUTHORITY TO SELECT BOOKS.

Secondly,—In order to have a uniform series of text books in
the schools, there must be one authority to select and prescribe
such books. It cannot, therefore, be left to any teacher or book-
seller to introduce, at his pleasure, books into any of the public
schools.

COUNTY BOARDS AND SOHOOL CORPORATIONS MUST NOT VIOLATE LAW.

Thirdly,—Acting upon this principle, the Legislature has author- .
ized the Council of Public Instruction to prescribe and sanction
text books for the national schools, and to prohibit the use of
others ; and every School Corporation and County Board are re-
quired to select text books from the authorized list of such books ;
and if any such Board has recommended any text books not in the
authorized list, it has acted without authority, and has violated the
3rd clause of the 98th section of the Common School Act. With a
law-abiding people the law should be supreme.

TEACHERS NOT AUTHORIZED TO SELECT TEXT BOOKS.

Certain interested parties in Toronto having endeavored to iguore
and supersede the Council of Public Instruction altogether, and
even trustees and parents, in the selection of text books, aud would
fain make each teacher sole judge of the text book to be used in his
school, the Chief Superintendent thus exposes this pernicious
system :—¢ This is a novel feature and a new authority in our school
system, to set up the teacher above trustees, parente and the Council
of Public Instruction itself, to decide what books are best for the
school he is employed to teach. The Superintendent of Schools in
the State of New York represents, in one of his annual reports,
that one of the greatest evils to the Schools in that State was book-
sellers and their agents bribing teachers, by presents of books, and
sometimes by giving a per centage on the sale of their school books,
introduced by the teacher into his school : so that each new teacher
employed in a school would decry the books introduced by his
predecessor, and insist upon throwing them aside, and getting new
ones recommended by him. To such an extent did this evil grow
in the State of Massachusetts, that the Legislature passed an Act
rendering it penal for a bookseller, or his agent, thus to try and get
his books sold in any school. Yet such is the course of proceeding
which has been adopted by certain booksellers in Toronto. * * *
And this explains the reason of the appeal in behalf of the tcacher
as the authority to decide upon the school books to be used in the
school. Under such a system any one must see how soon our schools
would go back to their former state of chaos, and their supporters
be made the unceasing victims of individual speculation between
teachers and importunate booksellers.

GENERAL REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO THE USE OF THE TEXT BOOKS
ON THE AUTHORISED LIST.

A committee having been appointed by the Council of Public
Tnstruction to revise the list of text-booka for Grammar and Com:
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mon Schools, the ¢

to that list :
The Council

Schools, of any

Z?Oks authorised by the Council as provided by law, after the close

the current year (1866.)

PRIVATE SCHOOLS—RIGHT TO PRESCRIBE REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC
SCHOOLS,

Of private schools and their teachers, the law takes no note ; but
the Legislature that provides by law funds for the support of
public schools has the undoubted right of prescribing the conditions
on which such schools shall be entitled to public aid. The Legis-
lature has iuvested a body, called the Council of Public Instruction,
with the power, and imposed upon it the duty, to prescribe the

subjects of instruction in the public schools, and the text books

which shall be used in giving that instruction,

ouncil have passed the following order in regard

disapproves of the use, in any Grammar or Common
text boek which is not included in the list of text-

THE TEACHER A PUBLIC OFFICER—WHAT HIS DUTY I8,

A teacher of a public school is not, therefore, employed to teach
what subjects or books he pleases, but to teach those subjects and
books which are provided by law ; and no school is entitled to
public aid which is not conducted according to law. Teachers of
public schools are public officers, whose duties are defined by law as

well as those of the Chief Superintendent, and are not to become
the agents of any booksellers.

3. BOOKS AT HOME.

It is uot by buoks alone or by books chiefly, wrote Carlyle to a
{oung friend, that one is made a man, but by standing in one’s lot
ike a good soldier and bearing the many chagrins of it. Thinking,
;wtmg, and enduring, make character. The end of reading is not
0 store the memory with bare facts, but to afford materials and in-
sp'lrztlon for original reflection—a reflection which shall prepare the
u;m to perceive and to adapt itself to new relations. The results
Of previous enquiry must be known in order to a proper comprehen-

sion and use of the truths whi 1 igation i
perpetually envolvin ich contemporaneous investigation is

But, not to speak of this hi . i
there I’l othing peak of this higher function and effect of books, is

) in their mere presence to teach ? Have these mute
(t:ompamons, a3 they look down guietly from their shelves, no power
o elevate the thoughts? It is certainly a presumption of the cul-
ture of a family to find it well supplied with standard work in re-
}lglon, literature and science. One instinctively infers upon enter-
Ing a house for the first time, that itis the abode of refinement, when
he sees around him the classies of ourlanguage, done up in neat and
solid bindings. On the contrary, if there be no books—whatever
the taste otherwise displayed, though the mirrors be of the best
French plate glass, the carpets the softest velvet, the tables inlaid
with rare woods and stones, and all the appointments in keeping—
one cannot but conclude, if he himself be cultivated, that there is a
lack imthis home of the purest taste. We have been favorably im-
pressed, on going into families remote from city advantages, as to
their social position, by observing on the tables or shelves a few
choice books. The sequel has seldom altered our judgement.
very house, if possible, should have its library. However humble
the dwelhng,. let there be one room where the booksare collected
and systematically arranged. The sight of them will constantly in-
struct. There is teaching fora child in the title of & book. Will
he not soon wish to know what the history is about ; who are the
men, what things which the cuts represent ! The first conception he
may form of the extent of the race to which he belongs, may be de-
rl;rxgd from the ¢ History of the World,” upon the gilt letters of
(‘:Vo lchdhg has gazed from infancy. As hooks upon various subjects
willll!z aily under his eye, the different departments of knowledge
a0 pen to the: mind, and the complex and wonderful character of
€ universe Wlll provoke questionings. Where persons of ample
meanls :l‘e erecting or selecting houses for homes to live in, not
merely to exist in, why should not one of the most eligible rooms
be set apart for the library 7 Why should a contracted room over
the hall, or in the fourth story, or down in the basement, be devoted
as worthy of the collected wisdom of the sages? Why put the books
where the family never wish, and never should wish, to,go? The
folly of devoting parlors three tires deep to the display of Tosewood
and brocade, to glitter and flash at an occasional party, and pushing
the books, the inspirers of thought and virtue, out of sight, is too
great to need animadversion. Let the library be where ihe’family
gathers most naturally and easily ; let it be inan accesible and cheer-
ful position.

ere is a glowing and commendable taste for pictures and sculp-

ture. The best wall and the choicest niche is fittingly appropriated
::rglhyeg‘. They educate as well as please. But thgyydg) Rot. neces-

mply the taste, nor are they as real cultivators as books,

Any man sprung into sudden fortune, may order a picture or a sta-
tueyfrom :? ﬁrstg-class artist, but will not be apt to buy the bes-
books unless he have previous culture. Say what we may for a pict
ture, its single sesthetic idea is soon absorbed, and though it may
continue insensibly to refine, still it posesses not the ample suggest-
iveness of a book of equal merit, A book is a multiplex picture.
it is the facts, the book part of a picture, not its appeal to the ar-
tistic sense, which constitutes its greatest charm and instruction for
most minds. The professional or amateur artist might not view it
80 ; simply as the evolutions of a battle, nor ita moral results, would
be most inviting to a scientific soldier. We claim them for the books,
at least equal advantage in position with the productions of the fine
arts. Why should not the productions of the pen have equal honor
with those of the chisel and the easel 7 Give to them as rich an’d
costly array. Let Shakspeare’s works be as well set as Shakspeare’s
head. ’

Next to the family altar comes, in influence upon the household,
the family library. It is a strong bond of union to its members.
Seated amid the companionship of the pnre, the wise, the good of
all ages, with philosophy to instruct, religion to sanctify, and wit to
enliven, must not the memories and results of such hours be the most
useful and pleasing to the whole life t—Exchange.

4. WHAT A BOOK DID.

A member of the British Parliament, Mr. Jackson, recently gave
his history to a mechanics’ association of young men. When elaye’xl
years old he was taken from school and put at hard work at a ship’s
side from six in the morning till nine at night, with half an hour for
breakfast and three quarters of an hour for dinner. At the end of
nine months, his master being sick, he was put into the office, where
he found an Encyclopedia Britannica, which he read from begin-
ing to end. After that he never lost an hour. When he had worked
till nine, and gone to bed at ten, he had hung a lamp over his bed,
and read a part of the night. He is not only an honored member
of Parliament, but is distinguished in commerce. He has commer-
cial relations with almost every port in the world, and all his success
he describes to the knowledge derived from boqks, beginning at the
Encyclopsedia.  ‘“Read !” was his exhortation to young men.
* Instead of smoking your pipe and drinking beer in a public house,
read, and you will find art, science, language, something to enter-
tain, support and instruct you.”

5. GREAT WESTERN LIBRARY

We are pleased to notice that a library containing 1,675 new books,
selected from the works of the best authors, has lately been estab-
lished in Hamilton, by Thos. Swinyard, Esq., General Manager, for
the benefit of the employées of the Great Western Railway. The
want of such a library has greatly been felt, and Mr. Swinyard de-
serves great credit and the special gratitude of the employtes for
the interest he manifests in their welfare generally. The terms of
subsciption are most reasonable, being only one dollar per annum,
payable quarterly in advance—sufficient simply to remunerate the
Librarian for his services, and keep the books in a proper state of
repair. To accommodate members at any station along the entire
line, arrangements have been made for the distribution of Library
Books free of charge, which will be done through the respective
station masters.— Woodstock Times. ’

6. PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARY IN BELLEVILLE.

The Board of Trade in Belleville have nudged the Board of
School Trustees in that town and asked them to take steps for ob-
taining a public library, with the assistance of the Educational De-
partment of Upper Canada. What a reflection on the inertness of
the School Board is this application from the Board of Trade. It
is really surprising that a town of such enterprise as Belleville
should have been so long without a library under the facilities
established by our educational system. The resolution is as follows :
—Moved by Mr. Rous, seconded by Mr. Elliott, That in the opi-
nion of this Board a Public Library for Belleville is highly desirable,
and should be obtained without delay, and that as the Educational
Department of Upper Canada furnishes such Libraries, and adds
100 per cent to the sum advanced by any Mun}clpa.llty for the same;
the Board of School Trustees for this Town i8 earnestly requested
to take the needful steps to secure such a grant and to establish a
Public Library in the Town.—Carried. *—Kingston Chronicle and
Belleville Intelligencer.

* The Belleville Board of Trustees, at a recent meeting, declined to

entertain the proposal of the Board of Trade.
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7. JAIL LIBRARIES IN UPPER CANADA.

At the suggestion of the Chief Superintendent of Education, the
Municipal Council of the County of Oxford have sent to the Educa-
tional Department the sum of PFifty dollars, to be applied towards
the purchase of an addition to the county jail library. Lists selected
by various ministers in Woodstock have been transmitted to the
Department, with a *‘ request that the Chief Superintendent may be
pleased to make such a selection of books (to the amount of the
appropriation) from the list sent to the County Council committee,
as he may consider to be most suitable.”

Steps are being taken at the suggestion of the Chief Superin-
te~dent of Education for Upper Canada to procure a library for the
Wentworth jail. The Hamilton Times thinks the locality inauspi-
cious for the reception of moral influences. But a proper selec-
tion of books might be instrumental, under the Divine blessing, in
accomplishing unspeakable good even among the most abandoned
and degraded inmates of a prison, whilst those who are not far gone
in crime, would unquestionably be benefitted. It is for man to use
the means and leave the result with God.

The Standing Committee on Education reported, that they have
taken into their consideration the communication from the Chief
Superintendent of Education in reference to the establishment of
libraries in prisons and gaols, your Committee have made inquiries
of some of the prison officials of the county, and find that a fow
books furnished by the Sheriff are about the only means of mental
improvement now available for prisoners confined in the County
Gaol. Your Committee are of opinion that the well-being of Society
a3 well as the moral improvement of persons who may be confined
in prison, would be beneficially advanced were a library of proper
books furnished for that purpose.—Your Committee would therefore
recommend that the sum of fifty dollars be appropriated from the
funds of the County, on condition that the city of Hamilton furnish
the like sum—which said sums would, with the addition of the per
centage offered by the Chief Superintendent of Education, furnish
a suitable library for the prisoners confined in the County Gaol, and
that the Clerk of this Council furnish a copy of this Report to the
Municipal authorities of the City of Hamilton, *—Spectator.

8. TOWNSHIP COMPETITIVE SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS.

We have already given an interesting account of various muni-
cipal competition examinations (among the schools of the township)
which were instituted last year through the liberalty of the Hon.
Billa Flint, (see Journal for November, page 174.) The names of
the municipalities in which Mr. Flint’s examinations were held,
are : Hungerford, Huntingdon, Madoc, Rawdon, Elzevir, Tudor,
(with the new townships of Wollaston and Limerick) North Fred-
ricksburgh, South Fredricksburgh, Belmont and Methuen, North
Monaghan, Smith, Asphodel, Thurlow, Marmora, Adolphustown
and Dummer. During 1865-8 the following individual munici-
palities instituted competitive examinations among the various
schools of the township, viz. : Nassagaweya, East Oxford, Gosfield,
Bruce, Nelson, Kincardine, Wallace, (new township), Whitby,
Minden, (new township), Derby, North Elmsley, Gloucester, Moore,
Otonabee, Finch, Puslinch and Osgoode.

In regard to the Puslinch examination the Editor of the Guelph
Herald remarks :—*‘ Before closing we beg to express our unquali-
fied approval of the action of the township Council, and the several
Boards of Trusteesin this matter. It evinces a liberal and pro-
gressive spirit—in keeping with the age. The interest manifested
by the whole community, people, parents, teachers and pupils,
proves it was also a popular measure, Competition, we are told,
is the life of trade. We believe, too, it is the life of education.
Teachers and pupils will both work harder, and be more in earnest,
when they know there will be an opportunity given of showing the
result of their labor. The effect is magical, and we hope, therefore,
that the other townships will copy the good example set them by
Puslinch, and have their competitive examinations. We also hope
that Puslinch will repeat the experiment the next year, and that it
will be even more successful than the last one.”

At the Osgoode examination not less than siz hundred people
attended, and the interest and enthusiam manifested was very
great. The success of the examination was chiefly due to the Rev.
Mr. Whyte, local superintendent, Mr. Dow, and R. Bell, Esq.,
ex-M.P.P. ' In the course of his remarks in delivering the prizes,
Mr. Bell said :—* [ am very glad to see that so great an interest
has.beeu taken bg a very large audience ; but there are more com-
petitors from school than in previous years ; and this will show
that inside the schools the interest in the examinations is increasing.
This fact should encourage those who have these meetings in charge,

* No remittance for this library has as yet been received by th
tional Depgrtment. 7 y : Yy the Educs-

to go on in their good work, I think that the results of such
meetings as this cannot fail to be highly beneficial. We cannot be
too diligent in these matters, and I am pleased to observe that the
people of this Township appear to understand their duty. Great or
highly beneficial results cannot in any case be looked for without
diligence—without zealous application, but with perseverance and
well directed effort is almost sure of success. To the children I will
remark that when they see their parents here, they cannot fail to
understand that a great interest is taken in their welfure ; and I
will ask of them to remember the many kindnesses which they
receive from them. The object of education is simply to fit us for
the duties of this life and to prepare us for that which is to follow,
and with that explanation of the object it seems to me that the
parents of children here are doing their duty well. I have observed
with some little surprise that the girls have taken most of the
prizes to-day, I do not know how this happens. I am not sorry to
see the girls ahead, as it has been a fair contest, but I would have
been better pleased to see that the boys were not so far behind. To
the girls I would say, you have a duty before you for which yon
are now preparing. The promise is good and we all hope that the
happiest benefits will be realized. To the boys I would say do not
be discouraged, but let your present defeat prompt you to greater
exertions in the preparations for another examination. I think
that you have good cause to feel proud of your advancement,
although it is not quite as great as it might have been, and I would
simply say exert yourselves for further success. I came here to
observe how 1 couii make myself useful to you all—how I could
advance education among you. As I take deep interest in educa-
tional matters you may always rely upon my doing what I can to
further these interests. It is a pleasure to me, also, to meet here
8o many clergymen who are taking a zealous and active part in pro-
moting the interests of education.” Mr, Robertson was next called
for. This gentleman was formerly engaged as a teacher in the
township of Osgoode. He was of opinion that the exhibition on
the whole was very creditable, but in some branches they were not
up to the mark—as for instance in Canadian History. A few days
ago he had attended a similar examination in the Township of
Gloucester and the proficiency there when compared to the profi-
ciency shown here to-day was much higher. He was sorry to have
to say this. He looked upon Canadian History as one of the most
important of School studies. He should be pleased to see some
improvement next year in this matter. These examinations, in his
opinion, were good for both teacher and scholar, if they had a
tendency to raise the stamdard of education both in teacher and
scholar. They would have a good effect upon the parents, upon the
clergy and upon members of the Legislature who witnessed them
and saw the general ability with which the questions were answered.
Rev. Mr. Whyte remarked that this was a proud day for Osgoode.
He believed that thanks were due to Mr. Dow to the Committee
who had labored night and day in making arrangements—to the
gentlemen who had come so far to conduct the examination, and
to the seven schools whose pupils had competed for the prizes.
The Editor remarks :—‘In concluding our notice of thi® very
interesting meeting we would congratulate the parents, the Clergy-
men, the Reeve and Committee of management upon the great
success which has attended their efforts to advance the standard of
education, and we trust that they may still labor with zeal to perfect
what they have so nobly begun.”

9. RULES FOR THE GRANTING OF SCHOOL PRIZES.

The Hamilton Board of School Trustees have adopted the follow-
ing in carrying out the Resolution of the Board in reference to
Prizes in our Public Schools :— :

The basis on which they shall be awarded shall embrace, care in
the preparation of lessons, punctuality and regularity in attendance,
correctness in deportment in school, and proficiency in all the stu-
dies prescribed in the course.

No pupil shall be eligible to compete for a prize unless he or she
has attended school at least one-half the session then closing. Tho
competitors in each Division shall be the twelve pupils who have
attained the greatest number of honor cards during the session then
closing ; but the Principal may select four additional, whom he may
consider otherwise worthy. The candidates shall be examined viva
voce, or otherwise, by examiners appointed by the Board, who,
with the the Principal, shall make all awards. The books to be
used by the examiners shall be those in use in the Public Schools.
The pupils shall be admitted to the competitive examinations on
presenting their honor cards to the Principal, and in case any of
them have beenlost, the Teacher's roll-book in which the honor
cards given are regularly recorded will be the authority in deciding
the number obtained by each pupil.

No prize shall be awarded unless the minimum number of marks

—one-half the number possible in that Division—will be exceeded.
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The prizes will be extended to all the Divisions in the Public School
and there shall be five prizes for each Division, one prize for each class
in French, two prizes for each sub-section of the First Division, and
tsvggoglnzes for each Form in Classical Department or Grammar

The Members of the Board will take charge of the Examinations
of the Primary Schools in the respective Wards,

The Board shall appoint the time, place for distribution and
amount to be expended for prizes, at the meeting in December or
sooner should they prefer it.

The Principal shall make all the arranc ecessary in con-
nection with the Examinations, gements necossary -

10. THE BOOK TRADE OF TORONTO.

The tendency of those in the book trade, during the past few
gear?, to deal more extensively in the English market, has been
eveloped in a large degree during the year just closed. The im-
portations have been unusually heavy ; it is difficult to make a
comparison with previous years by the customs returns at this port,
many invoices bemgb 1ent'ered at Mofntreal ; but they have undoubt-
> Tably in excess of 1864, and the great bulk, we
;houl(fl judge from the date in our hands, nearly Bg(;rper cent.’ has
: }(:en rom England. The publishers there have found out at length
1at the Canadian trade is worth cultivating, and they have been
;)nll]:ng to make such terms with our buyers as enable them to offer
ooks at, and in some cases below, English published prices. This
:::l\:lrsg, congbmed With the great increase in the cost of producing
hav:nxfgnd oc{)l;s, has brought about the result just noted, and we
oo I tiou that the experience of the past year will lead to a
cont thea onlagd extension of the arrangements at home. This
i the eye:n(*1 Yy increasing number of books published here will cer-
by cOy ep down the importation of American books for many years
me ; it is likely to continue to consist, chiefly, now, of medical

and educational book i i

8, and cheap reprints of English first-class

:ﬁvells)e aud standard works.  'We are glad to see tha% we are gradu-
Y being supplied with an e

C ; . educational literature of our own.
tizg:d‘;?d’ﬂgoﬁl books are displacing American in public institu-
ta.ug}’xt from b ope soon that the pupils in all our schools may be
inetios ooks freer from remarks derogatory to the character
anT l:nslzltutmm; of Canada and England.
tha e trade has been in a healthy condition during the past year,
se engaged in it are for the most part men who know their busi-
ness ; credit has been shortened with advantage to buyer and seller,
and if the same care

continue to be exercised, on both sides, the
heavy losses of previous years will not be repeated.

The periodical trade has experienced a marked change of late.
A few years ago, all the English magazines brought into Toronto,
each month, would not have filled a good-sized case ; now the aggre-
gate is very large. Messrs. Chewett alone tell us that they import
about ten thousand a month of the various kinds. Messrs. Irving
and Thomson also import largely. It is gratifying to know that
not only has the quantity increased so greatly, but the character of
'E}he literature is much higher ; not only have Sunday Magazine,

ood Words, Cornhill, &e., attained an immense circulation, but
the older magazines of the same stamp, Leisure Hour, Sunday at
Home, Chambers J ournal, &c., have increased also. It is to be re-
gretted that the various attempts to establish a Canadian magazine
have been uniformly unsuscessful, and have each entailed heavy pe-
cuniary loss on their projectors. The competition of the cheap
English magazines which circulated by the hundred thousand, and
can therefore be afforded very cheap, is the explanation of this.

. In the Stationery trade, the importations have been almost exclu-
mfvellx European, the prices of American goods shutting them out
:het 1:}s‘ market, and with the heavy taxes upon manufacturers on
of t}(:e ter::ixde of the lakes, we expect that this will be the experience
nd s e for some years to come. For the staple and best book
et for%agapers none satisfy so well as the English or Scotch
pre forre a4 whi?; ?nd light papers the German or French makes are

or ordinar
demand for Canada-made pa{yegzmsﬁée

immense trade in envelopes (the whol
ported from the States) is noSv trans?e:rz

the exception of the finer qualities, which are still i
England, and with increased experience and enl;réedsi‘lgsglllxigesf rr;vxr;
have no doubt that soon the great bulk of the paper consumed here
will be made in this country. Another result of the high price in
§ht1ﬁ Btates }?hkfe of };material and labor, has been that the large trade
1n diaries has for the past time been complet

Messrs. Brown Brothers, Rof b ourselven, | To

is due the credit of hav; i
the wants of the trade and the public in this r ot S provided for

it i espect, have
on“enl_tl in & way which entitles them to great pnl;)i,e" and they ha
last to

edly been conside

especially for printing, the
equal to the supply. The
f which were formerly im-

e, therefore, the Book and Stationery Trade is one of the
feel the ““good times,” as books are often regm'd;:;l as luxu-

ries and not necessaries, yet those engaged in it have reason to con-
gratulate themselves on its appearance and prospects, for they have
rarely been better. With diligence and caution they may look to &
prosperous future.—Leader Trade Review of 1864.

11. CANADIAN BOOKS FOR FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

A large collection of Canadian books has been sent to England to
the Trade Commissioners for presentation to the different Govern-
ments they will negotiate with.

12. LOVELL’S SERIES OF CANADIAN SCHOOL BOOKS.

The very comprehensive list of school books published in this
countcy—to which we call attention in another column—is one of
which Canada may well be proud. They have already received the
highest commendation in England and Ireland ; and at the Inter-
national Exhibition held in both countries they have received the
rewards appropriate to that class of articles. At the late Dublin
Exhibition a silver medal was awarded to them as a cheap and ex-
cellent series of books. Their practical adaptation to the wants of
the schools in Canada, is best shown by their almost universal
use in both grammar and common schools and in our higher aca-
demies. The list to which we call attention comprises no less than
thirty-four excellent works relating to geography, history, grammar,
arithmetic, algebra, elementary philosophy and chemistry, drc. ; of
the thirty-four no less than about thirty are written and prepared
in Canads. The spirited enterprise of Mr. John Lovell of Montreal
(who has given so strong an impulse to book publishing in Canada)
in thus creating and developing native talent and industry, for the
benefit of our schools, deserves the highest comm'enda.txon and the
strongest encouragement. See page 48.—Toronto Leader. -

I11. Papers on Gduention in Comuda,

1. EDUCATION IN LOWER CANADA.

The last report of the Superintendent of Education for Lower
Canada gives us some figures which may Le profitably considered,
as they mark so clearly the advancement of that section of the
Province. The school-rates raised by assessment for the muniei-
palities increased from $165,843 in 1853 to $593,264 last year.
When it is considered that the Government grant remains at a
fixed figure, not increasing in proportion to the increased assess-
ment, this must be considered quite satisfactory. It is doubtful if
the plan of keeping the Government grant at a certain fixed sum
is a good one. As the municipalities increase in number the grant
has to be re-divided, and each necessarily comes in for a smaller
share than before. The same amount has to be distributed over a
larger field. This necessarily acts as a damper upon the old muni-
cipalities. The Superintendent suggests, as a means of getting
over this difficulty, the increase of the graut. Whether or not this
would be the best way to deal with what is evidently a cause of
complaint, the difficulty should be met in some way. One that
would act as a spur to the municipalities instead of a drawback
would, no doubt, produce the best results.

The amount of education imparted—or we should more correctly
say, the number of pupils instructed—bears nothing like an equal-
ized proportion to the assessment. Ix} 1853,.when only $165,843
were spent 108,284 children received instruction. Last year there
were 196,739 pupils in the schools, while the amount raised by the
municipalities, and of course spent, was $5693,964. That is to say,
with an increase of 90 per cent. in the number of pupils in attend-
ance at the schools, the expense—taking the assessment alone into
the account—increased about 250 per cent. in the course of eleven
years. But the discrepancy may not indicate as much as appears
at first sight ; for the proportion between the rate of attendance
and the expenditure has been somewhat uniform since 1856. It
was between 563 and *56 that the great increase in the assessment
took place, which perhaps may be accounted for by the erection of
substantial buildings during that period. It is satisfactory, at all
events, to find that the number of pupils is every_succeeding year
more than it was the year before, As regards the different branches
of education, there is continued progress in all but English gram.
mar, which shows a falling off in the last two years. Most of the
children being French, this is not hard to account for. In history,
geography, parsing and French grammar there has been considera-
ble progress made.

This will be enough to indicate the progress made in common
school education. The only drawback is thut which arises from
diversity of religious belief. Sectarianism has done much to hinder
the cause of education in Lower Canada, and even now there is no

PPV

satisfactory plan for the distribution of the taxes of non-residents,
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and those of corporations and incorporated companies. Mr. Galt,
it will be remembered, made some promises to the people of the
Eastern Townships upon these subjects, which were easier made
than performed. At all events, the proposed changes have not
taken place, and there is good ground for the belief that the Pro-
testant portion of the community is not fairly dealt with in the
distribution of the Government grant. Protestant and Catholic
alike have dissentient schools ; the former number 134, with an
attendance of 4,629 pupils ; the latter 48, with an attendance of
1,830. The superintendent says nothing as to the amount of money
expended upon each kind of school. On the financial question
generally he remarks :—‘‘ The most urgent want of the department
is that which I have constantly represented—the regulation, namely,
of its financial difficulties. These difficulties existed previous to
1856, before my appointment to office and the passing of the law of
superior schools. The Legislature voted an annual grant for supe-
rior education, but with a proviso that only a certain portion of the
amount should be receivable from the consolidated revenue of the
Province, while the residue should be a special charge upon the
Jesuits’ estates and on the balance of the grant for common schools.
Now, the sums voted every year being always in excess of the two
last mentioned sources of supply, a considerable deficit was the
result. The passing of the law for superior education continued
the same state of things. * * The portion of Lower Canada in
the annual supplementary grant for common schools is exhausted,
without the possibility of increasing the allowance to these schools ;
nay, adeficit remains, which now nearly equals the capital of the
fund for superior education. It follows that it is very difficult to
increase the different grants which I have, in this as in many pre-
vious reports, represented as insufficient.”

Passing from the teachers and the common school fund we come
to-an interesting® portion of the report—that which refers to the
establishment of normal schools some six or seven years ago. In
Upper Canada one central normal school is sufficient, but Lower
Canada has three. ‘‘In establishing these schools,” says M. Chau-
veau, ‘‘ the same principle that obtained in the establishment of
dissentient schools led to the granting of separate normal schools
for the two great religious divisions of the population, the Catholics
and the Protestants.” But, why, working upon this basis, should
there be more than one normal school? The Superintendent ex-
plains :—*“ An almost necessary conmsequence of this division was
the establishment of two Catholic normal schools, and one Protes-
tant normal school ; the great mass of the Protestant population of
Lower Conada being located in the western section, it followed that
the Protestant normal school must be established at Montreal. But
as the Catholic population of the Montreal section is numerically,
if not relatively, more considerable than that of the Quebec section,
it was difficult to avoid placing a Catholic normal school at Mon-
treal ; while on the other hand it was evident that the geographical
position of that city, by no means a central one as regards the rest
of Lower Canada, did not entitle it to enjoy alone the advantage of
possessing these institutions.” This arrangement may have been
necessary, but it is unfortunate that three normal schools should
be required to do what one would have done as well but for the
irreconcilable differences which religious distinctions create. M.
Chauveau, however, defends the system by its results. ¢ There
is no doubt, whatever,” he says, ‘‘ but that the three normal schools
have attracted a far larger number of pupils and popularized the
new systems of teaching much more effectually than a single school
would have done.” Last year there were 213 pupil teachers attend-
ing the three schools,—97 males and 116 females. The Superin-
tendent goes pretty largely into details to show that these schools
have answered the fullest expectations, and that the great majority
of those who have received diplomas from them have continued
teaching. Altogether something like 840 teachers have been turned
out of the three schools, of whom over 600 were teaching at the
date of the last reports.—Leades .

—e

2. EDUCATION IN UPPER CANADA.

In the last report of the Chief Superintendent of Education for
Upper Canada, we have an abstract of the work done by the Nor-
mal, Model, Grammar and Common Schools of the Western Pro.
vince during the year 1864. Ttis full of figures, which, though
dry reading generally, are in this case of so much general interest
that we shall be excused if we give more of them than ordinarily
take up much space in these columns. The Chief Superintendent’s
report, t0o, is suggestive upon many topics ; and if we do not
touch upon them to-day, it is because the figures which form the
basis of the report are so extensive that it would be impossible to
go over the whole ground in one article qf reasonable length.

Dr. Ryerson remarks that the satisfaction with which he presents
this report to the Governor General exceeds that of any previous
year, inasmuch as ‘‘ though the last year has been one of a series of

depression from the failure of crops, and the derangement of trade
and finance of account of the civil war in the United States, now
happily terminated, there has been a larger increase in the receipts
and expenditure for the support of schools than during any of the
preceding four years, and a corresponding progress in other re-
spects.” It is but a fow days since we gave a summaried sketch of
the progress of common school education in Lower Canada, where
considerable progress had to be noted. This progress is small com-
pared with that which has been made in the richer Province of the
West, The interest taken in common school education in Upper
Canada is perhaps best measured by the disparity, so to speak, be-
tween the amount raised by municipal assessment and the grant
provided by the Legislature. Last year the legislative grant for
the common schools was $177,052,95, whilst the total expenditure
upon these schools was $1,285,318, an increase in the latter amount
over the previous year of $30,871. The legislative grant is paid to
each municipality upon the condition that it provides at least an
equal sum by local assessment. Last year the municipalities and
school trustees provided in all a sum of $963,762, an increase of
$44,238. In school sections the ratepayers have the power of
determining whether their schools shall be free or supported by a
school rate ; in cities, towns and incorporated villages, the trustees
decide this point. The Superintendent notices with satisfaction
that the rate-bill system is decreasing. The amount raised by
rates—a tax of not more than 25. a month for each pupil—last year
was $59,636—decrease, $13,043. The receipts from other sources,
besides those already named, were as follows :—Clergy Reserves,
$105,296 a slight decrease ; balances from 1863 $178,438.

There is an increase in every item of expenditure, amounting in
all to $30,871. The different items are :—salaries of teachers,
$996,956 ; maps, apparatus, prizes and libraries, $23,149; school
sites and buildings $116,056 ; rents and repairs of school houses
$37,003 ; school books, stationery, fuel, &e., $112,151.

The school population of Upper Canada—that is children between
the ages of § and 16—number 424,665. Of this number 350,925
attended the common schools last year, of which 198,024 were
boys. The number of children reported as not attending any
school was 40,483—a decrease of 4,492 ; these figures are not the
result of careful inquiry ; but with regard to them the Chief Super-
intendent remarks —‘‘Making all reasonable allowance on this
ground, yet judging from reports of Local Superintendents them-
selves, the number not attending any school must be considerable,
such as to contribute a public blot, disgrace and danger, which
every friend of the country and of humanity should endeavor, by
all possible means to remove.” Out of 4,225 schools reported as
open, 3,469, or more than four-fifths, are free. The number
partly free is 711 and in which monthly rate-bills are imposed 56.
Farther on his in report, Dr. Ryerson makes some remarks upon
this subject, which may call for consideration at another time.

The table referring to the number of teachers employed shows an
average of one for about every 70 pupils. There were, in all
4,625 teachers employed last year, of which 3,011 were males.
There is no explanation of the somewha’ striking fact that whilst
there was a decrease of 83 male there was an increase of 204 female
teachers. They are reported to be of the following religious
denominations :—Church of England, 854, church of Rome, 544,
Presbyterians, 1,397, Methodists, 1,286, Baptists, 227, Congrega-
tionalists, 80, Lutherans 17, Quakers 16, Disciples or Christians,
32, reported as Protestants 76, Unitarian 2, other persuasions 17,
not reported 77. As to the proficiency of the teachers we must
take for a standard the certificates they held which were as follows :
First class Normal school 216, second class 358 ; First class County
Board 1,396, second class 2,054 ; third class 475 ; unclassified 124.
The salaries range from $84 to $1,300; the average being, for
males §436—females §224.

Of the whole number of school houses reported—4,246—529 are
brick, 366 stone, and 1,671 log. There is a gratifying increase of
substantial structures; the total number of schools built last year
was 126. of which 47 were brick and 13 stone.

The average time of keeping open the schools is reported to be,
in counties, 11 months; in cities, 12 months; in towns, 11 months,
29 days ; in villages, 11 months, 25 days.

In former reports it used to be an argument in favor of per-
mitting the Separate School system to run its course into disue-
tude, that the number of schools of this class was yearly diminish-
ing. ‘T'his year we find an increase of 27, the total number reported
being 147. The amount of the legislative grant appropriated to
these schools was $8,892. The amount towards the support of
these schools obtained from self-imposed rates and subscriptions
was $42,150 ; increase, ¢7,341. The number of pupils attending
these schools last year was 17,365, an increase of 1,506. The
number of teachers employed was 190, of which 107 were females.

With these figures, we leave the common schools. Of mar
schools there are 95 in operation. The amount received by these
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schools out of the legislative grant was $45,604. From local
sources there was obtained as follows : municipal grant $16,913 ;
fees $19,353. The number of pupils attending these schools was
5,689.  With regard to this class of schools we quote the following
remarks from the report :—‘The increase of the grant and fund
has only contributed to afford additional aid to existing schools for
one year, as the several County Councils have been induced by local
influences to establish additional feeble and next to useless gram-
mar schools the moment it was perceived that the increased grant
enabled them to do so. The result is, that increased aid obtained
for grammar schools will not advance, as was intended, the ‘‘ char-
acter and efliciency of the grammar schools ; but will only multiply
the number of feeble schools—grammar schools only in name, but
little more than common schools (and some poor ones too) in
reality. It is to be hoped the law will be amended so as to prevent
the increase of this evil.” Among the head masters of grammar
schqols are found the names of 16 who have graduated at the Uni-
versity of Toronto.

Of the Normal School here there is little to be said. The re-
port is that it continues to do its work of training teachers satis-
factorily. Last year 316 persons were admitted to this school.
_Smce the school was established 4,297 persons have been trained in
it for the work of educating in Upper ganada.. Each of the Model
Sch?lols is limited to 160 pupils, who pay 25 cents a week each
pupu.

1tis not the duty of the Chief Superintendent to collect facts
with regard to a higher education ; but as we are singularly defi-
cient in statistical information regarding our colleges and private
academies, the few brief, and no doubt, imperfect statistics which
are given in the repurt are worth reproducing here. The number
of colleges reported is 16, they are attended by 1,820 pupils, and
their income—from legislative aid $150,000, from fees $44,000.
The number of acadeniies and private schools is set down at 225,
viv‘h;tc:ll;'are attended by 25,818 pupils, whose fees are $48,771.—

3. EDUCATION IN THE OLD NIAGARA DISTRICT.

1tis occassiohally interesting to refer to the early history of our
country, and more especially to that section of it lying between
Lakes-Erie and

Ontario, known as the Niagara Peninsula. This

Part of Canada was one of the earliest settled portions of the count-
vy, and possessing great natural facilities for the prosecution of trade
and commerce it is somewhat wonderful that the progress in wealth
population and educational institutions did not keep pace with other
sections of the country. The reason, we imagine, may be discover-
edin the faot that its proximity to the frontier made capitalists
donbtful of the desirability of investing here, and then there was a
large Western portion of the Peninsula covered by a marsh, which
was unavailable until within a few years. The Peninsula has, how-
ever, advanced, and the foolish idea that the Americans would come
over some fine morning and ‘‘ gobble” us up before breakfast has
given place to one more rational. We purpose at present showing
» the advancement in educational facilities, and for that purpose in-
tend contrasting the years 1847 and 1863. In the former year John
Scholfield, Esq. of Pelham, was Assistant Superintendent of Schools
for the Niagara District comgosed of the present Counties of Lin-
coln, Welland and Haldiman , and viaiteg every school section in
the three counties, presenting his report to the District Council.—
From this report we learn that there were 181 school sections in the
3 counties. 36 of which were unions. The school houses numbered
180, of which 14 were brick, 5stone, 128 frame, and 36 log erections
73 were held in fee simple, 46 under lease and 62 no title at all.
The children of school age numbered 12,963, of which 8,948 attend-
ed school, showing an increase over 1846 of 1885. The number of
qualified teachers was 252—103 males and 69 females. There were
lnx‘le :chools 51 maps 45 black-boards, 2 clocks and one set mathe-
:!}]xerica; nll)cl)?;;kti;i The government grant for all educational purposes

o $13,200, and about $9,500 was paid to teachers
—The average attendance y . i ;
studying G r%mmarn nce at school was 4,519, there being 1,043

A 977 geography ; 183 hi ; iting ;

60 book-keeping ;2!’) mensiatioti as.'nd 29 algl:m;y 5,356 writing ;

The only Grammar Schools in the Counties were—one at Niagara,

thle late Mr. J ol;utﬁvmtelawubeing Principal, and Mr. George Mal-
colmson, now of the propeller Magnet, Assistant.—

public s::hoo] house 40 scholars e o the gt —Thore was no

were on the regist d Lati
Greek were taught. ‘‘ Grantham Academy,g’}sa:rézn Cg’fxtal?i::sd
Mr. Wm. Hubbard, Principal, and the Rev, W 4

ant  In this school 25 were in the classigs, a,ndngsHiz“ﬁ?: ’pﬁs:r:y
department. )

The Rev.J. Russell had a small school at Stamford where six
P“%ﬂa were taught classics and mathematics,
. ‘during this year the Rev. Dr. Lundy started a school-at Niagara,
In which Latin, Greek, French and other branches were taught,

There was also during a portion of the year 1847, a school kept open
at Beamsville by the Rev. Mr. Close, in which English, Latin and
Greek were taught and one at Dunnville lgy Mr. Jukes, in vthh the
same branches were taught, and which is reported as having been
well conducted.

In 1863 the school account for the different Counties shewed the
following ;

Lincoln. Welland.  Haldimand.
Teachers Salaries....... ................ $2116 2255 235
For Apparatus.............coeeue eenees 68 752 0169
Municipal Assistant..................... 2460 2595 3120
Trustess do........ coeveienvenrennnnnnn. 9710 9847 9106
Rate Bill ...oooivvis ciiveviiiieiinnns 2032 1706 1130
Clergy Reserve Fund ................. 2242 4253 2339
Balance ........covevieiiiiiiiiiiieninnennn, 3505 4979 2996
Totals. ......... rhrernerenrenenas $22722 $25710 $21215

The entire receipts, including the different town and village mun-
icipalities, for the three counties having been over $87337, an in-
crease over 1847 of $74137, andthis was for Common Schools alone.

The total expenditure for Common School purposes in 1863 was
$77,611 in the counties, an increase of $68,011.

The school population of the countiesin 18656 was 21,219, the
number at school 18,621, and the average attendance 7,173, or
one-third of the population. In that yearthere were seven Separate
Schools in the three counties, and nine Grammar Schools.

It will thus be seen that great progress has becen made in the fa-
cilities for acquiring education, but unfortunziely the same author-
ity from which we gather the information shows also that only one
child in every three received the benefit of the munificent provision
made for supporting schools, demonstrating beyond boubt that a
law making it compulsory in all children of school age to attend
school was called for then, and is more necessary now.

IV, Bapers on Agrieulture b the Schools,

1. NATURAL HISTORY AND AGRICULTURE IN CANA-
DIAN SCHOOLS,

An energetic local superintendent writes to the Educational De-
partment, as follows :—

1 find several of the schools of this township very destitute of
proper apparatus, and the people generally sadly in need of encou-
ragement to spend more time, and find more delight, in reading.

““I am oftering a number of prizes, to be competed for by all the
schools in the township, in order to encourage the teachers to emu-
late one another in faithfulness and energy ; and am, at the same
time, endeavouring to induce trustees to furnish prizes for compe-
tition in their several schools.

¢ Will the department give anything, to supplement what I may
give, and what may be raised by local effort, for a scholarship in
the County Grammar School, to be competed for by candidates
from the several Common Schools in this township ? This, it ap-
pears to me, is one of the simplest and best ways of stimulating
pupils, teachers, parents, and trustees, at the same time.*

‘¢ Are Natural History collections legitimate subjects of compe-
tition for prizes, 100 per cent. of which are furnished by the De-
partment of Public Instruction?t I am offering a number of Na-
tural History prizes, to be competed for by the several schools,
with a view to promote intelligent and accugate observation of the
objects in nature, and a more enlightened study of agriculture.
For example : (1.) A township prize for the largest and best collec-
tion of specimens of rocks and soils, found in the township, with

list, named, described, locality, plants grown on or near, character

of land around, large or small quantity where found, of what use is
it, to what use applied in the township, in what part of the town-
ship does It exist in largest quantities 7 (2.) Insects, found in
township, named and classified ; especially those injurious to agri-
culture. (3.) Cereals, grown in township, properly preserved, etc.,
soils and manures best adapted for each, situations most suitable,
most common uses of each, other uses, the value per acre and per
bushel, cost of raising per acre and per bushel, profit (average) per
acre and bushel, date of sowing and harvesting, probable number of

# The department already applies the whole of the Grammar Scl\pol
fand in aid of the Grammar Schools, and has nothing left for scholarships.

4 These collections are not only legitimate ubjeqts for prizes, but the
department will be happy to supply them to the cabinets for that purpose,
See pages 26—28 of the new prize catalogue.

1 The department has also, in the columns of this Journal, tried to ati-
mulate parties to collect these interesting specimens, and has inserted a

column 1n the trustees’ return for a repoert of any school collections or mu-
seums of them.
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acres of each sowed in the township per annum. (4.) Grasses.
(5.) General collection of native plants, found in township, properly
prepared.

‘I consider that an early love of the study of nature is of inesti-
mable benefit to children, even though their general knowledge is
otherwise very defective.”

Another local superintendent writes as follows : —

¢TI have been endeavouring, during the last year, to get some
classes formed of young men in our schools, for the study of agri-
culture, and have been recommending Dr. Dawson’s ¢ First Lessons
in Scientific Agriculture,” published by John Lovell, as a text-book.
But some in this enlightened age tell me that it is an unlawful
study. That the Council of Public Instruction has not authorized
this study in o6ur schools of Upper Canada. You will please inform
me whether this study may be lawfully introduced into the schools
of an almost entirely agricultural population, and oblige.”

The following reply was sent to this communication :

¢¢ Agriculture is not only a lawful, but a praiseworthy study in our
Common Schools. The fourth and fifth Books treat of subjects
akin to it, and the Department has provided an extensive list of
Books on the subject for school libraries including Dawson’s Work.
It was not formally directed that the subject should be taught ;
that has however arisen from the difficulty experienced in finding
persons proporly qualified to teach it, but where such persons can
be found, the Department will in all cases sanction the teaching of
Agriculture in the schools.”*

2. CARLYLE ON NATURAL HISTORY AS A BRANCH
OF EDUCATION ’

Mr. Adam White, of Edinburgh, for many years in the natural his-
tory department of the British Museum, proposes to introduce the
teaching of natusal history into boarding-school and private fam-
ilies. On his project, and on the general introduction of that
delightiul science into the curriculum of ordinary education; Mr.
‘White has been favored by Mr. Thomas Carlyle with a characteris-
tic letter, from which the following is an extract:—¢¢ For many
years it has been one of my constant regrets, that no school-master
of mine had a knowledge of natural history, so far at least as to
have taught me the grasses that grow by the wayside, and the little
winged and wingless neighbours that are continually meeting me,
with a salutation which I cannot answer, as thingsare! Why didn’t
somebody teach me the constellations, too, and make me at home in
the starry heavens, which are always over head and which I don’t
above half know to this day ? I love to prophesy that there will
come a time, when not in Edinburgh only, but in all Scottish and
European towns, and villages, the school-master will be strictly re-
quired to possess these two capabilities (neither Greek nor Latin
more strict!), and that no ingenuous little denizen of this universe
be henceforth debared from his right of liberty in these two de-

artments and doomed to look on them as if across grated fences all

is life. For the rest. I cannot doubt but, one way or other, you
will by and by make your valuable indubitable gift available in
Edinburgh, either to the young or the older, on such conditions as
there are, and I much recommend a zealous and judicions persist-
ence till you do succeed.—Believe me yours very sincerly, T.
Carlyle.”

E————

V. Biographical Sketches.

No. 16.—THE REV. DR. ATKINSON.

On Monday morning the sad news reached here from Toronto of
the death of this highly esteemed clergyman, throwing a gloom over
society generally. For the space of nearly twenty-five years he had
filled the position of Rector of St. George’s Church, and every year
as it passed away seemed to bind him more closely—with stronger
cords of affection—to the hearts of his people. When, through a
sense of his failing strength, he determined, two years since, to re-
tire from St. Catharine’s, his congregation sought by every means
in their power to induce him to remain. But he felt that his
strength was departing, and a high, conscientious sense of duty
compelled him to retire. Since his removal to Toronto, his health
gradually failed, until at length, on Saturday evening last, he fell
asleep in Jesus. His death, like his life, was very beautiful. He
died full of hope in the merits of his Redeemer, looking forward
joyfully to a glorious resurrection.—St. Catharines Constitutional.

No. 17.—REV. MR. GRANET.
On Friday evening the Rev. Mr. Granet, Superior of the House

- ®3ce the article on the “ necessity for educated farmers in Canada ” and
the recommendation of the North Oxford Agricultural Society on this sub-
jeot, in the Journal for last month, page 22.

of St. Sulpice, Montreal, breathed his last, having been sick for
several months. He was born on the 24th of August, 1810, in
France, at Espalem, in the diocese of Puy, came to this country in
1843, and was professor of Theology in the Seminary until in 1856,
he succeeded the Rev. Mr. Billaudelle as Superior of the Seminary.

No. 18.—F. X. GARNEAU, E8Q.

The death of Mr. F. X. Garneau, an historian of Canada, which
has been expected for some time, took place at Quebec, on the 3rd
ult. The deceased, who was, without exception, one of the most
remarkable literary men British North America has ever produced,
was born in this city, in 1809, and was, therefore, in the thirty-
seventh year of his age at the time of his death. He was educated
in the Seminary of Quebec, and adopted the notarial profession,
but never practised. He was for some time employed as clerk of
the Legislative Assembly ; but afterwards received the appointment
of City Clerk, which he held up to May, 1864, when he retired, in
consequence of ill-health, receiving, at the same time, a handsome
retiring pension from the Corporation. He commenced his labors
in the field of literature at a very early age, and his contributions
to the periodicals of the day gave evidence of great ability. In
1831, ’32, and ’33, he was in Europe, and his talents soon obtained
him admission into the literary society of France and England.
While in Paris, he was made a member of the ‘¢ Society of Friends
of Poland”—which was organized immediately after the Polish out-
break of 1830—and enjoyed the friendship of Prince Adam Czarto-
ryski and other distinguished men. The narrative of his travels
and residence in Europe was afterwards published in the form of a
series of letters. His poetic productions, many of which are to be
found in Hudson’s Repertoire National, are characterized by great
beauty and vigor. His fame, however, as a writer, rests entirely
upon his history of Canada, which cost him many years of toil and
research. The first volume was published, we believe, in 1845.
The work ran through several editions ; and an English translation
by Mr. Bell was afterwards published by Mr. Lovell. It immedi-
ately directed the attention of American literary men to the author,
and Mr. Garneau was looked upon as an authority in all matters
connected with the early history of the continent. He was made
an honorary member of all the leading literary societies of the Re-
public, and enjoyed the personal esteem of many of its most distin-
guished men. Naturally of a delicate constitution, the labors of
writing his greatest work told considerably upon his health, whick
had been feeble for many years, Personally, Mr. Garneau was a
most estimable man. Mild an unassuming in the highest degree,
he was in every respect a thorough gentleman. His death will not
be regretted by his wide circle of friends alone. It will be looked
upon throughout the country as a national loss.—Quebec Chronicle.

No. 18.—JAMES SCOTT HOWARD, ESQ.

We regret to learn that Mr. James Scott Howard, died suddenly
of apoplexy, on the 1st inst., at the advanced age of 68 years. It
was remarked that he never was in better health or spirits than when *
he left home for his office in the morning. He was a native of Ire-
land and emigrated to Canada many years ago. He was formerly
Postmaster of this city, but was removed by Sir Francis Bond
Head during the crisis of 1837-8. He afterwards, for many years,
was treasurer of the Home District, upon the abolishment of which
he was appointed treasurer of the United Counties of York and
Peel, which office he held till his death, and all the duties of which
he most satisfactorily filled. Mr. Howard was an active member
of the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada since 1846.
For many years he was Senior Secretary of the U, C. Bible Society.
Both of these bodies have passed resolutions of sympathy with his
bereaved family. His loss is deeply deplored.

No. 19.—JOHN BRUCE, ESQ.

It is with deep regret that we have to announce the death of
John Bruce, Esq., Inspector of Schools, who expired suddenly
while addressing the pupils at the College of Lachute, on the 19th
January. At the time of the painful occurrence he appeared to be
in excellent health and spirits, and only a few moments before had
been jesting with the children. He was 65 years of age.

Mr. Bruce was born in Scotland and was very respectably con-
nected. While still a young man he came to Canada, adopted the
vocation of teacher, and opened a school in Montreal, where his
ability and success soon made him known. Many years of his
active life were devoted to the exercise of his profession, during
which he rendered important services to the cause of education.
When the law creating the office of School Inspector was put in
force, he was one of those first appointed, and continued to dis-
charge the duties of his official position until death removed him



1866.]

FOR UPPER CANADA.

45

from the busy scene of his labors. An esteemed contributor to this
journal, he has favored us with many articles, one of which will be
found in another column. He had also actively contributed to the
establishment and success of the Lachute College and the Hunting-
don Academy. Twice in each year he visited regularly all the
achools in his extensive district of inspection, which comprised the
County of Huntingdon, parts of the Counties of Chateauguay and
Argenteuil, and the Protestant schools of the City of Montreal ;
and the reports which he made of these visits were invariably drawn
up with the utmost care, and contained statistical and other infor-
mation of great value. In him the public has lost a faithful and
zealous servant, and the Department an able collaborator.—Lower
Canada Journal of Education,

——

No. 20.—JOHN S. McCOLL, ESQ.

Died, at his residence, in the Township of Aldborough, on the
17th instant, after a short but painful illness of 18 hours’ duration,
John 8. McColl, aged 37 years. Deceased was quiet, modest and
unassuming in his manners ; frank, honest, and sincere in his in-
tercourse ; warm and ardent in his attachments ; constant, faithful,
and unflinching in his friendship. In boyhood he contracted a love
for 1eart}1ng, and made use of the best of our Common Schools to
attain his purpose. He has ever been diligent in acquiring infor-
mation on educational, literary and political questions. To this
end he invested very liberally in books, which he always selected
with great care and good judgment: His reading and information
was therefore much more extensive than was generally supposed.
Whatever he undertook to do, he did heartily ; and no good cause
ever appealed to his sympathy or his support in vain. ‘The abilities
that were bestowed on him were ever exercised for good, and with
such a transparent honesty of purpose, as to give him a quiet but
extensive influence.—When in April, 1849, A. McLachlin, Es%.vre‘
signed the office of Local Superintendent of Schools for the West
Riding of the County, deceased was appointed by the County Coun-
cil his successor, and he continued to discharge the duties of that

office with diligence until the day of his death.—Home Journal.
3

RECENT DEATHS.

~——M=e. BarTrELEMI LACHANCE, of Deschambault, one of the
leaders in the rebellion of 1837-8, and co-proprietor of the Liberal
paper of Quebec, died a few days since in Deschambault village, at
the age of 84 years. He was imprisoned, and at one time aﬁared
the cell of the late Judge A. N. Morin, also a prisoner.

——Bisaor FirzpaTRICK, of Boston, whose death occurred re-
cently, from softening of the brain, in the 53rd year of his age, was
& native of that city, but was educated in the seminary of St. Sul-
pice, of Montreal.

-—A.D. M, Bery, Esq.,, A Quebec paper regrets to record
the death of Alexander Davidson McKenzie Bell, Esq., which took
place at his residence, Grande Alee, on Sunday evening. The de-
ceased gentleman was the fourth son of the late Hon., Matthew Bell,
and was connected with many of the oldest and most noted Quebec
families. He had been engaged in mercantile pursuits, and was
for many years a member of the firm of Forsyth, Bell, & Co.

——M=z. BurstaLL. The Quebee Cronicle announces the death,
from congestion of the lungs, of Mr. Burstall, at Kirk Ella, near
Hull, England, in his 62nd year. He was a resident of Quebec for
upwards of 30 years, and among the mercantile as well as with the
whole community hisloss will be deeply deplored ; for as a merchant

l}lle v:tas known for his strict honesty of purpose and singleness of
eart.

——JaMES Doras, Esq., died on the 18th ultimo, at the age of

66 years. Mr. Doras emigrated to thi
Foroars. igrated to this country from the county of

gh, Ireland, about 42 years ago, and settled in the townshi
of Cavan, when that part of the country, was almost a howling wildl?
erness. After a residence of ten years amongst the ¢ Blazers,” Mr.

Doras removed to Otonabee, where he has resided until his di
He has been prominently mixed p it1l his discease.
his township, having diner, up with the municipal affairs of

harged for a 1 i
cillor.—Canadian Freeman.g ong term the duties of coun-

——W. H. Gray, Esq., died at Picton C.W., of congestion of the

lungs, on the bth of March, 1866, in the 90th year of his age. Mr.

Gray was born in 1776, in the County of Louth, Ireland and entered
upon his mititary career at Cornet, in the Yeomanry Cavalry of
Ireland in 1796, and served through the Irish Rebellion of 1798.
He also served as Lieutenant in the British Army during part of
the Peninsular War in Spain, and in the American War in 1812-13.
He was appointed in 1816 ‘¢ Assistant Barrack Master General of
Canada” in charge at Chambly, St. John’s, Isle Aux Noix and La-
prairie ; also served at Kingston and Niagara, when he retired on

half-pay and was an active Magistrate at Kingston for several years,
During the late Rebellion he was again called into active service as
First-class Barrack Master at Montreal, St. Helens and Dependen-
cies,” where he served until 1854, when being deprived of his sight,
he was, for his long and zealous services, of more .thar: b7 years,
permitted by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury-
to retire on full pay for life as a Field Officer.—North American.

WiLLian P, McLarex, Fsq., came to Hamilton more than
a quarter of a ceutury ago, when the city was little more than a
village, and commenced business. He was exceediugly successful,
more 80 than has usually fallen to the lot of man, and when, about
six years, ago heretired from business, he had amassed a most hand-
some fortune, being probably one of the wealthiest men in Upper
Canada. His name is closely identified with the commercial history
and progress of the city.

——Dr. WooLLEY, who was drowned in the London, was not
Bishop of Sydney, as stated, but Principal of the S8ydney Univer,
sity, which office he had held since the university was established-

twelve yearsago. He was an Oxford man, and Fellow of University.

MR. ALLAN STEVENSON, the eldest son of Robert Stevenson,
died in England, on the 23rd of December last. Like his late
father, he was a celebrated lighthouse engineer, and built no fewer
than twenty-three lighthouses. He contributed largely to the know-
ledge of dioptrics, was a remarkable linguist, and author of many
valuable treatises on those spheres of science with which he was
most familiar.

— Mg, JamEes CarorLL died, at Nassagaweya, County Halton,
on the 10th ult., a native of Ireland, at the advanced age of 104
years and some months. This old gentleman was born in the year
1760—that in which George III. ascended the throne of Britain.
He thus was a contemporary of all the stirring events of that long
reign ; was personally cognizant of the rise and fall of Napoleon ;
bore & part in the suppression of the Rebellion of 1798 in his native
1and, and might have held conversation with men who existed during
the troublous times of the Pretender and his son Charles Edward.
— Hamilton Spectator.

—— JaMes Graxt, Esq., L.R.C.S., Edinburgh, died at Ottawa,
14thinst. The deceased was born in 1806, in Scotland, and had, conse-
quently, attained his sixtieth year. His father was James Grant,
Esq., an advocate of some celebrity, and considerable ability, who in
1819 took the premium of the Highland Society of Scotland, for a
History of the Gael—the prize consisted of a large silver cup. In
1829, at the age of twenty-three, he came and settled in Montreal.
Shortly afterwards he removed to Martintown, Glengarry, in which
place he remained until 1864. Upon one occasion he contested the
County of Glengarry in the conservative interest but was defeated.
He came to Ottawa, and when among us but a short time, his great
professional skill and strong salient points of character had won for
him numerous patients and hosts of friends.— Ottawa Citizen.

21. JOSEPH WORCESTER, LL.D.

Another eminent scholar has just passed away. Dr. Joseph Em-
erson Worcester, the renowned lexicographer, died recently at his
residence in Cambridge, Massachusetts, at the good old age of 81.
He was born in Bedford, New Hampshire, on the 24th of August,
1784. He graduated at Yale College in 1811, and for several years
after taught school. In 1819, he moved to Cambridge, and pub-
lished a number of works on geography and history. In‘1827, he
issued his first work on lexicography, from which time till now he
has devoted the principal portion of his time to this branch of lit-
terature. In 1830, his * Comprehensive, Pronouncing and Ex-
planatory Dictionary” appeared, and in 1846, his ‘¢ Universal and
Critical Dictionary of the English language.” In1860, after mors
than 30 years mostly spent in lexicographical studies and labours,
he gave to the world his chief work, his opus magnum, ‘“ A Diction-
ary of the English Language.” He also published many_other
literaryand scientific treatises. He received the degree of LL.D.
from Brown University and Dartmouth College, was a Fellow of
the American Academy of Science, was a corresponding member of
the Royal Geographical Society of London, and a member of other
learned bodies. His death will cause a noticeable blank in the list
of American scholars of eminence.

No. 22.—DR. RICHARDSON, THE LEXICOGRAPHER.

. The latest English papers announce the death of Dr. Richardson,
the lexicographer, at the age of ninety years. Making dictionaries
appears to be a healthy business. 1t was only a few days ago that
the death of Dr. Worcester, of Boston, was announced at the age
of eighty-one. Walker, too, lived to a “‘good old age.” Dr. John-
son was seventy-five when he died, and the late Noah Webster died
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at eighty-five. Though men of many words, they were men of few
deeds, and lived free from those excitements which hasten death.

r—

VI. Biscellanveons.*

o S A e A P AN

1. ALONG THE LINE.
A. D. 1812—18066.

Steady be your beacon’s blaze
Along the line ! along the line !

Freely sing dear Freedom’s praise
Along the line ! along the line !

Tet the only sword you draw

Bear the legend of the law,

Wield it less to strike than awe,
Along the line ! along the line !

Let them rail against the land

Beyond the line ! beyond the line !
When its heroes forth it sends,

Along the line ! along the line !
On the field or in the camp
They shall tremble at your tramp,
Men of the old Norman stamp,

Along the line ! along the line !

Wealth and pride may rear their crests,
Beyond the line! beyond the line !

They bring no terror to our breasts,
Along the line ! along the line !

‘We have never bought or sold

Afric’s sons with cruel gold,

Consience arms the free and bold,
Along the line ! along the line!

Steadfast stand, and sleepless ward,

Along the line ! along the line t
Great the treasures that you guard

Along the line ! along the line !
By the babes whose gons shall be
Crowned in far futuriky,
With the laurels of the free,

Stand your guard along the line !

~Hon. T. D. McGee.

2. THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT,

It is 50 long since Her Majesty took part in this grand ceremo-
nial that we think it will be gratifying to our readers, especially in
the schools, to give the graphic account of the recent opening of
the great Council of the Nation, from the London Times. %Ve
have, however, very greatly to abridge the elaborate description of
the august ceremony from the Times.

The opening of Parliament by the Queen in persoun is always an
event of deep interest to the British people. The affection and re-
spect in which Her Majesty is held by all classes of her subjects
adds a tenderer grace to the ceremonial than ever adorned it in for-
mer periods of English history. The last time that Her Majesty
appeared in the House of Lords in all the paraphernalia of her regal
office was now five years ago. On that occasion the Prince Consort
stood by her side, and, as it then seemed to the eyes of the people,
in the full maturity and strength of his manhood and of his mild
and mellowed wisdom, the visible embodiment of the private hap-
piness of her home and the public felicity of her reign. Since that
day a generation of schoolboys and students has grown into man-
hood. But the sixth Parliament of Victoria saw the Queen’s face
no more. The saddest bereavement that can befall a woman fell
upon the loftiest and most beloved head in the realm, and drove
Her Majesty into seclusion, and almost into solitude, and when it
was publicly made known that the Parliament of 1866, the seventh
of Her Majesty’s reign, would be opened by the Queen in person,

day a far greater amount of affectionate interest than any of her
previous appearances in public had elicited,

It was no wonder that under such circumstances—rendered still
more auspicious by bright skies and balmy airs, more like those of

* Nore 10 Teacaers,—Fripay READINGS FROM THE JoumNaL. Our chief
wolive ip maintaining the “ Miscellaneous” department of the Journal is
to furnish teachers with choice articles selected from the current literature
of the day, to be read in the achools on Fridays, when the week’s school-
work is finished, as a means of agreeable recreation to both pupil and
teacher. Several teachers have followed thia plan for several yoars with
mo:t gratifying success,

May than of February—crowds filled the line of procession through
which the Queen was to make her way, and that housetop and bal-
cony, as well as pavement, swarmed with loyal multitudes anxious
not alone to see their Sovereign, but to welcome her back to the
performance of that dignified part in the great drama of Govern-
ment, which she had consented to forego under the pressure of a
grief with which every one sympathised.

Yesterday afternoon the business of the new Parliament was com-
menced by a speech from the Queen, who, for the first time since
the death of the Prince Consort, visited Westminster for the pur-
pose of addressing the members of the House of Lords and Com-
mons. Her Majesty left Windsor and drove from the Castle to the
Great Western terminus, where a special train had been provided
in readiness for the trip to town. The royal party left the station
at 10.35 a.m., amid the royal salutation of the crowd, and arrived
at Paddington at 11.20, after a splendid journey of about 35 minutes.

As the Queen was about to step into the royal equipage a perfect
ovation ensued, and the vaulted iron roof of the immense station
rang again as the mass of spectators repeatedly and enthusiastically
gave vent to their satisfaction in British cheers. 1In a few moments
the royal cortege swept from the station, the Queen’s carriage being
escorted by a guard of honour composed of a squadron of carbineers
on its way to Buckingham Palace. )

As early as ten o’clock immense crowds were wending their way
in the direction of Westminster, and many had already stationed
themselves near the several approaches to the house. That a cor-
dial welcome was intended was manifest in every part by the prepa-
rations for the accomodation of the lovers of sight-seeing. In Par-
liament-street most of the balconies in front of the houses were
dressed with crimson and green cloth, the seats provided for the
visitors being covered with the former. A spacious gallery was
erected outside the Chapel Royal, and not a yard was lost in the
Privy-gardens where a view of the procession could be obtained.
In the New Palace-yard the crowd was immense, the enclosure
there adjoining the cab-rank being literally filled with stands and
substantial galleries of every description. In several places flags
were hoisted. , The assemblage in the park perhaps was greater than
on any former occasion, the scene from the Horse Guards to Buck-
ingham Palace presenting one mass of human beings. In anticipa-
tion of the arrival of her Majesty the railings outside the palace
were besieged with spectators ; and when at half-past eleven a cry
was heard of ‘‘ The Queen is coming,” a general shout was heard
from the multitude. The procession soon after reached the gate,
and the cheering, then renewed with even more vigor, continued
till the royal cortege had passed inside. The procession, which was
very simple, was headed with one of her Majesty’s outriders, fol-
lowed by the Queen in a private carriage, drawn by two horses ;
then came two more private carriages containing members of the
royal family, and a brougham ; the whole being accompanied by an
escort of the Royal Blues. The scene along the whole line of route
was very animated. When the time arrived for the procession to
leave Buckingham Palace the anxiety of the people became intense ;
and during its progress through the park there was a universal dis-
play of loyal affection towards her Majesty.

At noon a long line of carriages extended from Pall Mall to the
Peers’ entrance of the Palace of Westminster, most, if not all; of
which were occupied by ladies in full evening costume. The only
peculiarity in the appearance of the House was the Throne, which
was covered, and had all its ornaments concealed, by something
thrown loosely over it. It was no ordinary covering, but Her Ma-
jesty’s robe of state, which she usually wore on all great occasions
of ceremonial, but which she could not be persuaded to wear on
this. The robe was there, but the heart to put it on was wanting.
The kindly instincts of the British people will but see in this little
incident a new proof of gentle womanliness on the part of the chief
lady of the landr.)

The House filled very slowly, both floor and galleries, with fair
visitors, and converted for the time being the most solemn seat of
legislative wisdom in the world, into a parterre of human beauty.
A few Peers escorted their wives or daughters to seats, and then
retired to the robing-room, whence they speedily emerged, engirt

h . ) 2w . d Savhet .
feeling of satisfaction concentrated upon the proceedings of yester- 'mth the scarlet robes and the white cross-bands which indicate their

rank in the aristocratic hierarchy. Every now and then a new-
comer into the seats reserved for the corps diplomatique excited a
little burst of attention, to be sncceeded by a new sensation of curi-
osity among the ladies. Soon the Judges, preceded by the vener-
able Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, entered and took their
seats opposite to the woolsack, introducing by their presence a new
element of colour into the mosaic which presented itself to the eyes

- of visitors in the gallery. Scarcely had the Judges seated them-

selves when the Lord High Chancellor of England, preceded by the
Mace-bearer, entered by the door to the left of the Throne and took
his seat on the woolsack, with his face towards the House and his

back to the Throne. His Lordship’s appearance was the signal for
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the formal commencement of the business of the day, the offering
up of prayer by the Bishop of Ely. There was a rustling of silks
and satins as the Peeresses stood up, followed by a deep silence,
which allowed every syllable of the prayers to be distinctly heard
in all parts of the House. After prayers there was another flutter-
ing of silks in the dovecotes and a renewal of the hum of conversa-
tion which had prevailed among the ladies since they had been con-
gregated in numbers sufficient to form themselves into coteries.
Another batch of Judges, robed and wigged, speedily entered, fo}-
lowed by His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge. The Heir
to the Throne was not long after his Royal cousin in making his
appearance ; and at a signal from the Usher of the Black Rod the
whole assembly rose en masse, Peeresses, Peers, Bishops, Judges,
and the foreign Ministers, to receive the new-comers. The Prince
and Princess of Wales, the Prince in the full uniform of a general
officer, and the Princess tastefully attired in a dress of white tulle,
trimmed with black lace, wearing a tiara of diamonds and a long
flowing veil of white gauze, entered side by side. The Princess
was escorted to the place of honour on the woolsack, immediately
fronting the Throne. At length, at 2 o’clock precisely, the Usher
of the Black Rod made a signal to the Lord Chancellor, at which
the whole assembly rose, with the same pleasant rustling of silks
and satins as before. In a few minutes the door to the right of the
Throne was flung open, and preceded by a long train of halberdiers,
buffetiers, and other officials, entered the Majesty of England—the
Monarch of an Empire, in which, to use the eloquent words of
Daniel Webster, *‘There is no hour of the twenty-four which in
one or other of the two hemispheres does not see her ancient banner
flung to the morning breeze, or hear the drum beat or the bugle
call of her soldiers sounding the reveilld,” Her Majesty was attired
in half mourning, and walked with slow steps to the Throne, fol-
lowed by the great officers of State,—the Marquis of Lansdowne,
bearing the Crown upon a cushion ; the Duke of Argyll, holding
the Sword of State ; the Marquis of Winchester, supporting the
Cap of Maintenance, and several other nobles performing their ap-
pointed functions, Her Majesty stopped for an instant at the foot
of the steps to shake hands with the Princess of Wales, who, in
common with the whole assemblage, had risen on her entrance.
The Queen wore a deep purple velvet robe trimmed with white mi-
niver, and a white lace cap @ la Marie Stuart, to the portraits of
which unfortunate lady she bore in this attire a remarkable simili-
tude. Around her neck she wore a collar of brilliants, and over
her breast the blue riband of the Order of the Garter. Other orna-
ments she had none, and looked in this simple and highly becoming
costume ‘‘ every inch a Queen,” and far more picturesque and regal
than if she had worn the royal robes, Her*Majesty was accompa-
nied by the Princesses Helena and Louisa, and by Prince Christian
of Denmark, who stood at the right of the Throne ; the two Prin-
cesses attired in half-mourning, like their illustrious mother.

The Lord Chancellor having notified the Queen’s desire that the
company should resume their seats, a message was sent by the
Usher of the Black Rod, desiring the attendance of the Speaker
and the House of Commons at the bar of the Lords. During the
interval that elapsed between the sumwons of the Commons and
the reply, the Queen sat silent and motionless, with her eyes fixed
upon the ground. She seemed to take no heed of the brilliant
asgemblage around her, but to be wholly absorbed in melancholy
meditation. Even when the Commons rushed helter-skelter, like a
mob of schoolboys, to the bar, Her Majesty took no notice of the
interruption, and never once lifted her gaze from the ground.
When silence had been restored—when the real Parliament of the
British people, the governing power that holds the purse, and with
the purse the sword—the rough and noisy commons (never rough
and noisy except on this occasion) had adjusted themselves as well
as they could to the scanty accomodation afforded them, the Lord
Chancellor, standing to the right on the second step from the Throne,
announced that Her Majesty had been graciously pleased to com-
mand him to read the Royal Speech, which he should proceed to do
in Her Majesty’s own words. His Lordship then read the Speech
amid the all but breathless silence of the assembly, in part of which
occurs the following passages :—

¢¢ T watch with interest the proceedings which are still in progress
in British North America with a view to a closer union among the
Provinces, and I continue to attach great importance to that object.

¢“In these and in all other deliberations I fervently pray that the
blessing of Almighty God may guide your counsels to the promotion
of the happiness of my people.”

The reading concluded, the Lord Chaucellor bowed his obeisance
to the Queen, who slightly, but courteously, returned the salute.
Then rising from the Throne, the whole of the brilliant assemblage
Tising from their seats at the same time, Her Majesty stepped slowly
down, kissed the Princess of Wales, who sat almost at her feet,
shook hands with Prince Christian, and, handed out by his Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, followed by the Princess of Wales

and the Duke of Cambridge, retired by the door at which she had
entered, with the usual flourish and following, in which heralds and
Garter Kings of Arms delight. .

Thus ended the opening of the seventh Parliament of Queen
Victoria. The Peers and Judges laid aside their scarlet robes and
ermine ; and the Peeresses hastened home, to hear the faint echo
in the streets of the hearty applause that was showered upon the
Sovereign, by a people delighted to see her once again among them ;

to cherish the hope that many years of health and happiness were
yet in store for her.

TVIL $hort @ritical Botices of Books,

Tae Stupent’s ILLusTRATED ENcLISH DiorroNary.—Etymological,
Pronouncing and Explanatory ; by Joho Ogilvie, LL.D., author of the * Im-
perial " and the *“ Comprehensive ” Dictionaries. Small 4to; triple columns,
PP- 814.*—This convenient sized Comprehensive Dictionary is all that we
could desire for the student or for the general reader. Whatever the diver-
sity of opinion may exist in regard to the merits of the great Americanized
English Dictionaries of Worcester and Webster, we think there will be
noue in regard to the general excellence of this work and the system or
mode of spelling which has been adopted in it. The pronunciation of each
word has been * adapted to the best modern usage, by Richard Cull, Fel-
low of the Society of Antiquarians.” The words themselves (which are
printed in large plain type) ¢ have been traced to their ultimate sources,
the root or primary meaniog inserted, and the other meanings given fully,
according to the best usage.” The work is illustrated with about three
hundred excellent engravings and add greatly to the value of the texs,
"The size, too, i3 a most convenient one ; while the various styles of binding
in which it can be furnished, will render ezsily accessible to all. We have
great pleasure in recommending it for general use in our schools.

~— Wepster’s UNABRIDGED AND PictoriaL Rovar Quarto Dicrion-
ArY.—We have had this admirable Dictionary on our table for some
months, but have been prevented until now from giving it the notice in
our Journal which we had desired to do In its new and revised state, we
conceive it to be one of the most important and valuable Dictionaries ever
published. The present edition extends to 1,840 royal quarto pages, and
is illustrated with over 3,000 appropriate wood engravings. Inaddition to
other features of this great work (to which we will presently refer) we
are much pleased to notice two important improvements in it as compared
with the former edition. The first is that each word iu the Dictionary is
printed in large bold letters, so as to eatch the eye at once, without weary-
ing the sight in distinguishing it from the rest of the text. The other fea-
ture is the insertion of the various spellings of each word—including the
Eoglish and Websterian—method. Our objection to Webster's Diction~
ary was chiefly based upon our decided aversion to the attempt to
make the Websterian mode of spelling disputed words the standard in
Canada. On this ground, we were not prepared to recommend Webster's
Dictionary for use in our public schools. In the present edition this objee-
tion has been removed, and we now cordially recommend it to teachers and
others concerned. We will now proceed to notice the various features of
this admirable Die tionary.

1. Etymology. Dr. Webster in his great work, made many important and
original contributions to the science of English etymology ; but in the thirty
years which have elapsed since he essentially completed his labors, very
great progress has been made in this department of human knowledge—
especially in Germany. The Publishers, therefore, secured the services of
Dr. C. A. F. Mahn, of Berlin. As the result of these labors, the ctymolo-
gical portion of the present edition, we believe, will be found to be a most
important contribution to English philology.

2. A brief history of the English languages, by Professor Hadley of Yale
College. Tlus will be found to be an excellent summary, and, will be of
great value to all who have occasion to teach or study the structure and
growth of our mother-tongue.

3. The Vocabulary. Dr. Websler's original work, as stated in his Pre.
face, e mbraced a vocabulary of from 70,000 to 80,000. The *Pictorial
Edition” of 1859, increased that number to 99,798 words, while this pre-
sent revision of Webster contains upwards of 114,000 words,

4. Definitions. In this, Dr. Webster's aim was to give a thorough
knowledge of the root meaning of every word.

5. Special departments, Deflnitions of words relating to special subjects
have been revised by eminent men in the several professions. Among

——

* Blackie & Son, London and Glasgow ; Arch. Ferrie & Co,, Montreal.
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these are (a) Captain Craighill, lately a Professor in the United States
Military Academy at West Point, by whom the Military Words and Terms
have been carefully revised and perfected, with the addition of many new
terms. Captain Craighill also furnished over fifty drawings or copies for
the Pictorial Illustrations of Military terms, (b) Hon. J. C. Perkins, re-
cently of the Massachusetts Beneb, and a well-known editor of various law.
books, by whom the Legal Terms have been revised with great care. (c)
Prof. J. D. Dana, of Yale College, who Las treated of the terms in Geology
Mineralogy, Natural History, &c., and whose name, it will be allowed, is
bardly second toany other in those departments. (d) Professor R. Cresson
Stiles, having charge of the Medical department. (e) A. L. Holley, Eeq,
of New York, a distinguished civil engineer, Mechanics and Engineering
(f) Dr. Lowell Mason and Jobn L. Dwight, Esq., who have revised the de.
finitions of words or terms in Music. Others might be mentioned.

6. Orthography. A valuable Table is furnished io the Introduction,
presenting several hundred important words in regard to which a differing
orthography is sometimes employed ; and, where current usage recognizes
more than one, the various forms are usually given in their appropriate
places in the Vocabulary, with the necessary cross-references.

n. Pronunciation. Special attention has been given in the preeent re-
vision to this department. In this editicu the pronunciation of the words
of the English language, ns used in this country, Great Britain, and her
colonies, is more correctly and fully given than in former editions.
Several new diacritical marks have been employed, as will be seen by an
fnspection of the Key, recognizing some distinctions not before marked by
Dr. Webster and others. Another distinguishing and important feature is
the marking of the secondary accent, where it oceurs, with a lighter stroke,
and thus indicating the distinction from the primary. The “Synopsis of
Words differently Pronouaced ” exhibits at one view the pronunciation of
a particular word as given by eight of the mesl eminent modern orthoépists.
The list embraces upwards of thirteen hundred importact words, in regard
to which there has been diversity of opinion and usage.

8. Synonyms. The valuable feature of Synonyms, occupying 72 pages
by themselves in the ¢ Pictorial Edition,” is here incorporated into the bo-
dy of the work, each article under its appropriate word. In addition to
this, the present edition furnishes, preceding each of the articles, a list of
synonymous words, without explanation. Like lists are presented under
geveral hundred other words through the Dictionary,

9. Pictorial Illustrations. These illustrations, over 3,000 in number,
have been selected and engraved with great care.

10. Tables. These are, {a) The Explanatory and Pronouncing Vocabu-
lary of the Names of noted Fictitious Persons, Places, ete. (b) Pronouncing
Vocabulary of Scripture Proper Names. (c) Pronouncing Vocabulary of
Greek and Latin Proper Names. (d) Etymological Vocabulary of Modern
Geographical Names. (e) Pronouncing Vocabularies of Modern Geographi-
cal and Biographical Names. (f) Pronouncing Focabulary of Common En-
glish Christian Names of Men and Women, with their eignification de. (g)
Quotations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, &c., from the Greek, the Latin, and
Modern Foreign Languages. (h) Abbreviations and Contractions used in
Writing and Printing. (i) Arbitrary Signs used in Writing and Printing.
(j) Ancicnt, Foreign, and Remarkable Alphabets.

We have now given a summary of the chief features of this most valu.
able Dictionary, and would strongly recommend it to our reaters.

—— Tue Araosy.$—We? have received the January and February
numbers of this excellent periodienl. The Standard, a first class English
Newspaper, says :—‘ The Argosy’ is the best first number of a Sixpenny
Mngazine that everihns been published in this country. We take the new
magazine at its word, and shall expect from it the fulfilment of its best
promise. Meanwhile, it needs the cordial support that alone can make
ruch a magazine permanent at such a priee, and enable it to hold to the
high purpose with which it seems to have been started.”

——— Goop aNp CHEAP LitrLe Papers.—We desire to refer to T7e
British Workman, Sabbath School Messenger, and Band of Hope Review,
published by Mr. F. E. Graflon, Bookseller, Montreal. These little papers
.re all well known, are undenominational in their character, and well filled
with the choicest reading matter for young and old. The cheapness must
recommend them to all. The Workman is but 30 cents a year;the Re-
vew, 15 cents, and the Messenger, 15 cents, for gingle copies, Small clubs
et a considerable reduction. The postage on the Messenger is but one
cent o month for ten copies. Specimen copies Will be sent on application
1o Mr. F. E. Grafton, Montreal.

1 A. Strachan & Co., London, and 50 8t. Peter Street, Montreal,

—— WeNTworTE TEACHERS Asso0iaTioN.—The annual meeting of the
teachers’ association was held in the central school house to-day. The
attendance was very good. Much business of interest connected with the
schools was transacted, and the following were elected officers of the
association for the current year:—DPresident, Rev. Dr. Ormiston ; 1st Vice
President, Mr., A. McCallum ; 2nd Vice President, Mr. Miller; Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Gray ; Assistant Secretary, Mr. Moore ; Executive
Committee, Messrs. King, Granfield and B. Smith.

LOVELL’S SERIES OF SCHOOL BOOKS.

34 Books ALrEADY PusLismEp.

8 NEw Books I¥ Prss.

Books approved by the Council of Public Instruction for use in the Schools
of Upper Canada.

The following Books, published in Canada, by Jonx LoveLi, have
been approved and recommended by the Council of Public Instruction
for use in all the Grammar and Common Schools of Upper Canada:
LOVELL'S GENERAL GEOGRAPHY; by J. Grorcr HopGixs, LL.B,
EASY LESSONS IN GENERAL GEOGRAPHY; by ditto.

HISTORY OF CANADA, AND OF THB OTHER BRrITi8E PROVINCES 1¥ NORTH
Axgrica; by ditto.

NATIONAL ARITHMETIC, 1x Tuzory anxp Pracrick, adapted to the
Decimal Currency; by J. H. SANGSTER, M.A., M.D.

ELEMENTARY ARITHMETIC, in Decimal Curreney ; by ditto.

ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA; by ditto.

PHILOSOPHY OF GRAMMAR; by T. J. ROBERTSON, M.A.

The Publisher respectfully calls attention to the subjoined School
Books. It will be seen that the Prices have been reduced, so as to place
them within the reach of all the School in the country.

LOVELL'S GENERAL GEOGRAPHY, new and revised edition reduced
to 65 cents.

EASY LESSONS IN GEOGRAPHY, reduced to 45 cents.

HISTORY OF CANADA, AxD OF THE OTHER BRiTISH PROVINCES IN NORTH
AMEricA. Just published, a newly revised and enlarged edition ; by
J. George Hopging, LL.B. A comprehensive summary of British
American History, during the past three hundred years. A new edi-
tion, greatly improved and enlarged. Designed for the Library as
well as the School Room. Price 50 cents.

In Press:—THE CANADIAN SCHOOL SPEAKER AND RECITER,
containing a number of Prose and Poetic:]l Pieces and Dialogues,
suitable for Grammar and Common School Examinations and Exhi-
bitions. By J. Georee Hopeins, LL.B.

In Press :—INTRODUCTORY SKETCHES AND STORIES FOR JUN-
I0OR CLASSES, basged upon the History of Canada and of the other
British Provinces in North America, for the use of Schools, with
Illustrations. By the same.

In Press :—FIRST STEPS IN GENERAL GEOGRAPHY, with Maps
and Illustrations. By the same.

IN Press :—HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. By J. H. SANeSTER, M.A, M.D.

In Press :—SIMPLE EXERCISES IN MENSURATION. By the same.

Ix Press :—RUDIMENTS OF GRAMMAR. By T.J. RoBERTSON, M.A.

Use of American Geographics Ilegal.

According to previous notice, the Council of Public Instruction has withdrawn
its sanction to the use of Morse’s Geography in any of the public schools of Upper
Canada. Hereafter it will not be lawful (after the copies now in actual use in any
schools are worn out) to use either Morse’s or any other American geography in
the Grarumar or Common Schools of Upper Canada. A violation of this order, in
any case, wiil subject the school concerued to the loss of its share in the Grammar
School Fund or Legislative School Grant, as the case may be.—~Journal of Education
Jor Upper Cauada,

Lovell’s Books at the London and Dublin Exhibitions.

LoxpoN ExuiBITION, 1862.—The Jury of the International Exhibition held in
London, in 1862, report: “ The Colony (Canada) groduces many of its own school
books, among which may be mentioned ‘Lovell's General Geography,” atrustworthy
and attractive manual, remarkable for its clear arrangement, and for the fulness of
its illustrative and statistical contents.”

DuBLIN EXHIBITION, 1865.—A Silver Medal was awarded to Mr. John Lovell, at
the Dublin Exhibition of 1865, for his cheap and excellent series of School Books.

“¢LOVELL'S CANADIAN ScHOOL SERIES.’—This is a series of school books which
have been specially prepared for the use of the public schools of Canada, and are
now in course of publication by Mr. Lovell, of Montreal. They are interesting, both
on particular and on general grounds, not only as a specimen of the literature of
Canada, but still more of the sort of teaching wkich is being established in that
Culony. We have been much struck with the merit of the series, which, as a
whole, will bear favourable comparison with any works of a similar class published
in tnis country.— London Educational Times.

JOHN LOVELL, Publisher.

b Lovell's General Geograpby is now sold for 65 cents, and for Sale
y

ADAM MILLER, 62 King Street East, Toronto.
March 28, 1866.

(8 in. m.a.m., n.p.

SH0RT ADVERTISEMENTS inserted in the Journal of Education for 20
cents pel line, which may be remitted in postage stamps or otherwise.

Terus: For asingle copyof the Journalof Kducation,$1 perannur,
back vols.,neatlystitched, supplied onthe same terms. Allsubseriptions
to commence with the January Number, and payment in advance n:uet
in all cases accompany the order. Singlenumbers, 10 cente each.

All communications to be addressed to J. Gxorez Horcine, L1.I%
Kducation Office, Toronte. -

LOVELL AND GIBSON, PRINTERS, YONGR STREET, TORONTO,



