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Text of Statement to be made at the Pledging Conference 
of the United Nations Development Programme by the 
Canadian Representative, Mr. Gerard Pelletier, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Secretary of State for 
External Affairs, on Monday, October 9, 1967.

The annual Pledging Conference of this Development Pro­
gramme is always a major event in the United Nations year. 
This single occasion presents a good opportunity to stop 
briefly and reflect on the past year's activities and to 
look ahead hopefully to the future.

1967 has been a year in which the full benefits of the 
merger between the Special Fund and the Expanded Programme 
of Technical Assistance (EPTA) components have begun to be 
felt. This year the Governing Council approved a number 
of well-considered comprehensive Special Fund project re­
commendations. More projects reached completion and certain 
of them attracted '"'o I low-up i nvestment--one of the prime 
objectives of the United Nations Development Programme.
Recent figures indicated that over $1.9 billion has now 
been committed to investments either directly related to, 
or consonant with, project recommendations. This is a most 
gratifying figure which fully attests to the effectiveness 
of UNDP pre-investment activity. In the technical assistance 
sector, 1967 saw plans formulated for continuous program­
ming procedures which, when implemented, should result in 
a more manageable, more efficient programme.

Operationally, then, 1967 was a good year. The biggest 
disappointment was the failure to meet the current annual 
target of $200 million in funds for the UNDP. Let us hope 
this goal is met this year.

Looking ahead to the forthcoming year, we foresee that 
to increase the flow of resources to the less-developed 
regions of the world will be a continuing chaIlenge. We
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are playing our part in this task by increasing rapidly our 
own aid programme--a programme which we shall, wherever 
possible, closely co-ordinate with the activities of multi­
lateral organizations such as UNDP. Our current annual aid 
programme now stands at nearly S300 million and the Canadian 
Secretary of State for External Affairs recently said, by 
the early 1970's we expect to have increased our allocations 
for aid purposes to a level where they will be roughly 
equivalent to one per cent of our national income. At the 
same time, we will be constantly striving to improve the 
qua Iity of aid.

Mr. President, Canada has been, and wi II continue to be, 
a strong supporter of the United Nations Development Pro­
gramme. In the last two years the substantial increases 
in our annual contributions, reflected the importance we 
attach to the attainment of the Programme's current annual 
target of S200 million. When making our pledge last year, 
we also took into account increased requests for assistance 
which will presumably result from the recent establishment 
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization. 
For 1968, with these considerations in mind, Canada intends, 
subject to the approval of our Parliament, to contribute a 
total of Canadian dollars 10,750,000 to the Programme for 
technical assistance and pre-investment activities.

In conformity with our belief that a we I I-administered 
unified programme is the most effective instrument for 
multi IateraI-aid disbursement, we leave it to the Adminis­
trator of UNDP to apportion and utilize these funds as he 
sees fit. Vie are sure that his sound judgement and broad 
perspective of internationaI aid administration will ensure 
the continuity of this most effective channel for multi- 
I atera I aid funds.

Mr. President, in conclusion I should like to quote 
from the recent statement to the General Assembly of the 
Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs. He said, 
‘'The future of the United Nations system as an effective 
instrument of internationaI co-operation is directly re­
lated to its ability to make an increasing contribution 
to overcoming the glaring disparities in living standards 
which mark today's world." The United Nations Development 
Programme stands as a landmark in the efforts being made 
to remove such disparities and to lead to a better, more 
prosperous and more peaceful world.

A A A A A



1



page 3

In November 1965, the United Nations General Assembly 
passed a resolution which combined the Expanded Programme 
of Technical Assistance, founded in 1950, and the Special 
Fund, founded in 1959, into the United Nations Development 
Programme. The merger, by providing a unified direction 
and administration , has enabled the United Nations to co­
ordinate the planning, broaden the scope and quicken the 
tempo of its assistance to the developing countries.

The UNDP is the world's largest single multilateral 
source of pre-investment assistance and technical co-opera­
tion. It is financed by the voluntary contributions of 
governments belonging to the United Nations or Specialized 
Agencies. In 1967, 111 nations pledged approximately (US) 
$172 million.

The technical assistance component supplies international 
experts in a multitude of technical disciplines and provides 
training and educational fellowships to developing countries. 
In 1966, under this component 4130 man years of expert ser­
vices were provided while 5500 fellowships were granted.

The Special Fund component of UNDP is primari I y a pre­
investment activity which carries out resource surveys and 
feasibility studies to determine the economic potential of 
natural resources and to create and strengthen the techni­
cal and management skills required in the modern world. In 
1 967, the Governing Counci I of the UNDP earmarked nearly 
(US) $128 million for 124 such projects. Recipient coun­
tries wi II put up another $188 million in counterpart funds 
to meet local operating costs. Follow-up investment stimu­
lated in whole or in part from Special Fund projects had 
reached (US) $1.9 billion by August of this year.

Canada has long been a strong supporter of the United 
Nat i ons-spon sored development assistance. In 1967, Canada 
was the fourth largest contributor to UNDP with a contri­
bution of (CDN) $10.75 million, or slightly more than $0.50 
per capita.

In 1966, 181 Canadian experts were serving in over 40 
countries including fourteen managers of Special Fund pro­
jects. Canadian industry has been active in the Programme 
by filling many important UNDP orders for consulting ser­
vices and equipment.
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