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44 wiTCH YE, STAND FAST IN THE FAITH, QUIT YOU LIKE MEN, BE STRONG j
LET ALL YOUR THINGS BE DONE WITH CHuRITY.”’—1 Cor. xvi. 18, 14,

MEMOI%{,OF ARCHBISHOP LEIGHTON,
" EXTRACTED FROM THE BRITISR CRITIC FOR ocToBER 1826.

ROBERT LEIGHTON was the son of Dr. Alexander Leighton,
a Presbyterian divine in the reigns of the first Stuarts, well known
for the work he published inthe time of Charles I. under the title
of ¢ Zion’s Plea against Prelacy,” and still more notorious for the
cruel and excessive punishment to which he was condemned by the ~
Star Chamber; having been first repeatedly whipped, pilloried,
and mutilated, and afterwards imprisoned for life. ‘
Sprung from such a parent, brought up at Edinburgh at the feet
of Gamaliel, and endowed with a mifd of peculiar sensibility and
affection, it was natural to expect that the memory of his father's
wrongs, united with the prejudices of his education, would have fixed
in his mind a deep hostility to the government, both in church and
state, and placed him when of age, amongst the most zealous and
formidable advocates of the Covenant. Butsuch was by no means
the case. Other circumstances of ah opposite character served to
counterbalance these propensities. To nature he was indebied for
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a mind of peculiar mederation and benevolence, which his early and
unfettered study of the Gospel, and a liberal course of reading,
after he bad taken hislegree, tended to ripen and improve ; and ha-
ving afterwards spent many years in travelling through France, and
various parts of the Continent (an advantage which he declared
was not to be understood without trial of' it) ; and having examined
besides. under various spects, the different forms of ecclesiastical
discipline in use; he entered at last upon the ninistry at Newbot-
tle, undall ghe auspices of the national church, in 16£1, at the ma-
ture age of thirty, wilflout, as it should seem, any streng prejudices
in favour of any particular regimen, but with high qualifications as
a divine, and a strong desire and determination to do his duty as a
faithful minister of the Gospel.

It was sonn evident, however, that such qualifications and dis-
positions, however excellent and amiable, we gmgt suited to the
times, and least of all to the country in which le afficiated ;- and
accordingly we find, that, notwithstanding his exemplary conduct
and character, he was publicly reprimanded at a proviticial synod
for not preaching up the times, and when, in answer to his ®qui-
ry, Who did preach up the times ? he was told that all his_ bre-
thren did it, he replied with his chavacteristic naiveté, ¢ Then if
all of you preach up the times, you may surely allow one poor
brother to preach up Christ Jesus and eternity.” " It was probably
owingto a continuance of this species of persecution, not less than
to higintimacy with Burnet at this period, that his disposition in
favour of a moderate episcopacy began. However this may be, it
appears that in 1652, after eleven years of close residence on his
cure, he gave in formally his resignation of it to the presbytery,
which after a year’s consideration was accepted.

His talents, however, were not suffered toremain long in obscu-
rity, for ic 1653, on the death of Erincipal Adamson, and when the
election of Mr. Colville had beep set aside by the manceuvres’ of
the Protector, he was appointed principal of the University of Edin-
burgh, in which capacity he delivered to the academic youth
his Latin prelections and exhortations, which were reccived by a
crowded and admiring audience at the time, and now constitute,
even in translation, an interesting and instructive portion of his
works. In this situation he remained with great increase of his own
reputation, and to the credi®and advantage of the College, till 1661,
when in consequence of the Restoration, and of the new measures
to which it led, he was unexpectedly called to the bench of Bish-
ops by Charles 11., and was replaced in his office of Principal by the
same Mr. Colville whom he had superseded ten years before.

This was the most important and trying sra of his life, and seems
to have been a source of great trouble and anxiela to him. Al-
though he had for some time adopted opinions unfavourable to the
Calvinistic regimen, and had given an unquestionable proof of his
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principles, by the sacrifice of his cure, it could not be expected thai
a man ot his high reputation and attainments, who had once been
numbered with the kirk, could take so distinguished a station in
the ranks of episcopacy, without exciting considerable odium
amongst his fornier brethiren, many of whom hc esteemed and lov-
ed ; and indecd it required all the protection of his high character,
to shield him from the imputations to which Le was liable ; and all
the support, which a consciousness of innocence and good inten-
tions could bestow, to pursue his course with confidence, in a ca-
recr atonce s0 drduous and so invidious.

But there was another circumstance, which must have tended
greatly to enhance his repugnance for this office. 'The warmest
friends to the establishment of Episcopacy in Scotland must admic
that the iustruments selected for this purpose by Charles 1I. were
but little calculatéd to carry on with success the difficule and dcli-
cate task which it involved. That was soon discovered by Leigh-
ton, wlo had come up to London for the purpose of consuliing
about the proposal which had been made to Lim. Nor was it tiil
he had received a peremptory order from the king, requiring him to
accept the Episcopal ofice, unless he thought it unlawful, that Le at
last reluctantly consented. The state of his mind at this time, and
the views with which he entered upen the bishoprie, will bestap-
pear from a letter still extant, to one of those friends in Scotlarnd,
who seems to have been offended with his promotion :—

¢¢ My dear Friend,—I have received from you the kindest letter that ever you
writ me ; and that you may know I take it 50, 1 retwrn you the free and friendly
advice, never to judge any man before you hear him, nor any business by one side
of it. 'Were you here to sce the other, L am confident yeur thoughts and n.ue
would be the same.  You have both too much knowledgs of nie, and too 1much
charity to think, that either such little contemptible scraps of honcur or riches
sought in that part of the worid, with so much reproach, or any human com-
placency in the word, will be admitted to decide so grave a question, or that I
would sell (to speak no higher) the very sensual pleasure of my retirement for a
rattie, fur less deliberutely do any thing that I judge offends God % * * x #%
And what will you say, if there be in this somicwhat of that you mention, and
would alow of reconciling the devout on difierent sides, and of enlarging those
good souls you nieet with from their little fetters,though possibly with littie success?
Yet the design is commendable, pardenabie at least. Idowcver, one confort [
have, thut in what is pressed on nic there is the least of my own choice, yea on
the contrary the strongest aversion that ever Fhad to uny thing in all my life : thé
difficulty,in short, lies in a necessity of cither ewning & scrupie which 1 have not,
or the rudest disobedience to uuthority that may be. The truth is, I am yet ini-
portuning and strugeiing for a liberation, and lock upward for it ; but whatever
be the issue, I look beyoud it and this weury, weary, wretched life, through
which the hand I have resigned to, I trust, will lead me in the path of his own
choosing ; and so I niay picase Lina I am satisfied. I hope if ever we megt, you
shall find we in the love of soiitude and a devout life,

. ¢¢ Your unaltered Brother and Friend,
“ R L.

¢ When T sct pen to paper, Tintended not to exceed hala dozen lines, but

olid on insensib.y thus far; but theugh 1 shouid fiil the puper on sl sides, stili the
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right view of this business would be necessarily suspended tili meetng. Mens
while hope well of me, and pray for me. This word I will add, as there has been
nothing of my choice in the thing, so I undergo it, if it must be, as a mortifica~
tion, and that greater than a cel] angd hair cloth: and whether any will believe

this or no } am not careful.’*

In this conflicting state of mind he was consecrated, at his own
request, Bishop of Dumblaine (a puor and inconsicerable see), in
London, in 1661 ; after having been ordained deacon and priest by
the English bishops, a ceremony whicl, though not considered
essential by himself, on account of the orders he ¥a3 received from
the presbytery, was openly held to be necessary hy the English
church, and his acquiescence in it served to exasperate the wound
which his secession from the kirk had before inflicted. From the
moment of hisconsecration, however, he seeme t) have been alarm-
ed at the gloomy prespects of the infant church, and more difident
of the conciliatory scheme, which was the sole reason for his accept-
ing it. The worldly spirit with which the plan was taken up and
conducted by the government, the characters of some of his coad-
jutors, their selfish and ambitious views, their crude and imperfect
plans, and the rash and violent measures with which their appear-
ance in Scotland was preceded, filled the mind of the good man
with gloomy presages, and drew from him the most melancholy
forebodings. In the whole progress of the affair, he remarks to his
friend Burnet,  There appeared such cross passages of an angry
Providence, that how fully soever he was satisfied in his own
mind as to episcopacy itself, it seemed that God was against them,
and that they were not like to be the men that should build up his
church; so that the struggling about it semed like a fighting againsg
God.” Under these impressions, he set out at the close of the year
1661 in the same coach with three other bishops, Sharpe, Fan-
shaw and Hamilton, to take possession of their sees; but having
learned on the road their intention of making a triumphant entry
into Edinburgh, a ceremony not very becoming their office at any
time, and little likely to meet with any sympathy in Scotland, he
quitted them at Morpeth, and became, as Burnet describes, a
downcast spectator of the pomp and parade with which the other
three bishops were escorted into the metropolis. We need not fol-
low this ill-fated and ill-conducted attempt through all the obsta-
cles which the misguided violence of its supporters and the unbend-
ing obstinacy aud zeal of its opponents perpetually threw in the
way, and by which at last its total ruin was effected, and the in-
fluence of the unhappy family who enforced it entirely destroyed.
Suffice it to say, that the part sustained in it by Leighton was mark.
ed by every circumstance which could establish the purity of hia
views, and justify the principles and motives he had avowed. His
first cares were dedicated to his diocese, on which he constantly
resided, and where he was soon regarded as a model of the cpiscas
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pal charge. To his clergy, whose character stoed very low when
be arrived amongst them, he was ever attentive, courteous and kind.
By treating them always with respect, he taught them to respect
themselves, and thus they became insensibly wiser and befter un-
der his care ; while his own active and zealous discharge of his
duties, which were not confined to superintendence, but extended
to preaching from parish to parish, gave double force and efficacy
to those friendly suggestions and prudent regulations by which he
sought to improve their character and to stimulate their exertions.
In his ordination and recoraicendation of ministers he was particu-
larly conscientious, and circumspect. « It isvain,” he would say,
“for any one to speak of divine things without something
of divine affections. An ungodly clergyman must teel un-
easy when preaching godiiness, and will hardly preach it per-
suasively. He hes not been able to prevail upon himself'to
Le holy, and no marvel if he fail of prevailing upon others.
In truth, heis in great danger of being hardened against religion
by the frequent inculcation, if it fail of melting himselt.” In the
steady and consrientious discharge of these high duties, and in the
exercise of every Clristian virtue, the first years of his office were
spent ; exciting the Jove and admiration not only of his diocese, but
of all Scotland, and winning by degrees the reluctant applause of
the covenanters themselves, wlio were constrained to acknowledge
that a double portion of the apostolic spirit had fallen upon him.
Notwithstanding his exertions, however, the cause of episcopacy
made no progress, His mild and apostolic views were neither ap-
preciated by the governtcut at home, nor seconded by his coad-
jutorsin Scotland. New measures of coercion were resorted to in
proportion as the former were found ineffectual, and the abolition
of presbytery was pushed forward with a zeal and intolerance, which
would not have been justified by the rooting out of heathenism,
till at last, in 1665, Leighton, despairing entirely of the cause, while
so conducted, took a formal leave of his clergy with a determina-
tion to retire from his bishopric; lest by his continuance on the
bench, he should appear to sanction measures at which his under-
standing and his conscience equally revolted. Before he took this
step, however, he went to London, and obtained an audience of
the king, in which be pleaded the cause of his countrymen so pa-
thetically and effectually, that he returned to Scotland with a pro-
mise that the ecclesiastical commission, at that time proceeding
with great harshness, should be revoked, and that fines and impri-
sonments should be no longer had recourse to for forcing the con-
sciences of his subjects.  Under this promise, he returned to Scot-
land, and resumed the duties of his diocese. But this prospect he
was not sufiered to enjoy long. It was the king’s misfortune, that
his counsels, swayed as they were by profligate and designing men,
were never pursued with any steadiness and consistency. The @lan
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of conciliation was soon followed by other measures of an oppo-
site tendency ; and in 1667 we find him, grieved with the distrac-
tions and persecutions aronnd him, again undertaking a laborious
journey to lay before the king the distempered state of his kingdom
and the necessity of concessiun, as well as indulgence, if he would
hope to retain episcopacy at all. lle was again heard with kind-
ness, and dismissed with promises ; and the consequence of this
was, an attempt at some comprehensive scheme of church govern-
ment which should reconcile the minds of the kitk to episcopacy,
and still leave them so much of their own discipline as should be
most essential to their prejudices and habits. Bat the remedy
came too late,—if it ever could have succeeded at all. ‘The close
contact into which the two parties had been brought, and the acri-
mony to which it had given birth, only served t alienate their
minds more effectually from each other. The plan of Leighton
was agreeahle to neither, for while his concessions were thought
+1most subversive of episcopacy by the church, they were deemed
unsatisfactory by the kirk ; and all the benevolence, and constan-
cy, and wisdom of the bishop, only served to bring upon him the
suspicions of both, Still, however, so long as any thing further
could be attempted, he was unwilling to despair ; through evil re«
Eort, and good report, he still pursued his path of peace, and that

e might negotiate more effectually from higher grounds, he ac-
cepted, in 16G6Y, the Archbishopric of Glasgow, vacated by the re-
moval of Alexander Burnet, in consequence of new powers granted
to the king by what was ealled the Assertory Aet. In this situa-
tion, having obtained, in a third conference, trech powers from the
king, be carried on a negotiation through the medivm of his friend,
G. Burnet, with Hutchinson, and the leaders of the covenant, and
afterwards visited in person the most preminentof the indulged min-
isters, exhorting them affectionately to put an end to the differ-
ences whieh distracted their unhappy country ; and when these of-
fers had entirely failed, when his kindness had been received with
incivility by some, with suspicion by others, and with unwelcome-
ness by all, he propesed, as a last resource, a salemn eangress, that
it might appear, at lcast to the world, at whose door it lay that the
divisions of the church were not healed. The proposal was accept.
ed ; and the congress met first at Holyrood House, 9th August,
1679, and again at Paisley, in December ot the same year. In the
former, Lauderdale opened the proceedings, and Leighton, Bur.
net, and Patterson supported the cause of episcopacy ; and were
opposed by Hutchinson, Wedderburn, Ramsay, and two others.
In the latter, Leighton assisted by two other clergymen, entered the
lists against twenty-six nonconformists. It is needless to say that
these debates were followed by no satisfactory results. Neither
the arguments nor the prayers of the prelate, nor the eoncessions
of the government, which he bore in his hand, could prevail tor
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the slightest alteration or concession on the part of the nonconfor-
mists.  They still entrenched themselves in the old watchword of
the covenant, and in the substance of the oath thus expresséd in
their own language, ¢ I/ml not a koof nor a lidir of the Scottish mo-
del sheuld be r/lmureri and when, after having submitted to them,
at the close of the lﬂst conference, his propositions in writing, he
received at last, a month afterwards, at the house of Lord Rothes,
this short and dry answer, as he terms it :—** We are not free in
conscicnce to close with the Dishop of Dumblaine, as satisfactory,”
Fe took his leave of them, and of his hopes together, in this pathe-
tic and powerful appeal :— .

N .

¢ 2Ty sale ohject has been ta procure pezee, and to advance the interests of
true vehigion.  In followving up this object, T hav irade «overnd proposals, which
i am fully sensible involved great diminutionsof the just rights of episcopaey,
Yet, since all church power is intended for ediication, and not for destruction, [
thouzht, that, in our present chcumstances, episeapacy might do more for the
prosperity of Christ’s kingdom by velasing soire of its Just pretercions, than it
could by heeping hold of all its vightful authmitv. It is rdt from any mistrust of
the soundness of nur cause, that I have offered these abatements 5 for Tam we'l
convineed that episcopacy las subsisted from the apostolic age of the church
Cerbaps I may have wronged my own order in nml\lng sueh hoge concessions.:
Lut the unernry dseerner e of henets will justife my motives ; und 1 hope ere long
to sterd eveused with my own brethien.  You have thonht it to reject cur over-
tures, without assimirg any reason for the vejection, and witho t supgesting any
healine measurcs in the reom of curs,  The continuarce of the divivons, through
which religion langni-hes, nust consequently lie at your door,  Epelore CGod and
man 1 wash my hunds of whatever evils tiny result ftom the ruptuie of {lis trea-
ty. 1 have done my utmotté repuir the temple of the Vod @ and my corrow
il net be'embittered by compunetiony should v flood of wiseries hervalter yush
in through the gmp you have 1cfused to assist me in closing,” .

It is intercsting to add here the extent of his offers then made,
from his own account of the conference.
! ’

¢ It was dec’ared to them, that the difference Betw'stus shou'd le ficely
referred to the Seriptures first of ally, and nett to the judgment and practice of
the prirutive chareh 5 and to the who'e cathy'ie christiun chw ol in suceceding
ames 5 and tothe n‘nst famous amd mast lmdm;7 persons of the "ute Mefon .xmon,
25 Calving Luther, Metancthon ; vea, and to the veformied churehes abread, even
1o those that ut present have no bichops 3 oud fast of a'l to the  prechytorans of
Euglazad 5 and that if from all thesey orany of there, they cound justify their
coentiniting divided, even after these ofiers made, then ot vhea’d be yielded to
thet s a thivg reasonable. Yea the person that propewrdid this, further of-
fured them, that ify betore the nole and judicions pecsons then pesert at the
tin ¢ of such a confureree, thes should proddnce strong wi elesr +easons for therr
opinicn ard prcuee o this pant of ddlerence, as now it stands qualified, he
saoa'd torthwich rodin I preseat station, and beconre ther proccivte, wod \\:u'u
wate gad act with lhcm.i and if he were called oty wouid sufter withe them,”

This work of the Fichop was now almost closed : and the rest of
hie story may he told ina fow words,  Weariid, discensolate and
almost broken-heatted by this fruitless controversy ; bowed down by
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age and sickness, and harassed by seditions and immoralites arourid
bim,which he could notcontrol, he sought, and at Jast obtained from
the king, the permission to resign his office,which he had never taken
up but as a burthen and a duty, and had.never borne but asa cross;
and being once more atliberty to choose hishome, he betook himself
to his sister’s (Mrs. Lightmaker) house at Broadhurst, in a retired
part of Sussex, where having past several years in a peaceful prepa-
ration for eternity, not,"however, in contemplation .only, but‘:m
pious and edifying exercises, preaching constantly in the parish
church, instructing the poor in their coltages, and never refusing
his pastoral advice whenever it was asked, he arrived atlast at a
height of spiritual piety and excellence, which all should imitate,
but few can hope to attain. “He died in 1684, in the arms of his
friend and admirer, Burnet, and what is remarkable, at the very
place where he had always wished to die, at an inn, considering
himself as a wayfarer in life, and hasting away to his Father's house.
In that year, at the request of Burnet, he left his retirement in Sus-

. . - N . . .
sex, to visit Lord Perth, who having felt some ¢ompungtious visit-
ings of conscience, had earnestly desired the advice consola-

tion of Dr. Leightan. The good man was ill himself atthe time,
but would not refuse the work of piety to which he was called.
“ The worse I am,” said he,  the more I choose to go, that I may
give one pill at yon poor brother, and snatch him if possible, from
the infectious air of the court.” In the midst of this spiritual under-
taking he ras seized with an oppression of the chest, which the next
day terminated in a pleurisy that was fatal'to him. His sufferings
were few and short for he soon became insensible even to the kind
cares of Blirnet. whose friendship watched over Lis parting hours ;
and, on the third day, atthe Bell inn, Warwick-lane, where he had
taken up his temporary abode, this good and venerable man sunk
withouta struggle to that heavenly rest for which he had so long
panted. ’

One thing more connected with his death we cannot withold, In
consequence of his extreme forbearance with regard to money mat-
ters, he left Scotland with arrears to a considerable amount owing
to him from the tenants in his diocese. From these, as they gradu-
ally dropped in, he derived the means ofhis support in Sussex; and
the last remittance made to him was only six weeks before his death;
so that, to adopt Burnet's happy phrase, his provision and his jour-
ney failed both at once.
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<
LUKE CH. L VERSES 52 & 5.
4 ffe hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low

degree. -
¢¢ He hath filled the hungry with good things; aund the rich he hath seat

enpty away.” ~ B

L
.

The beautiful hymn of thanksgiving from which these words
are selected was pronounced by the mother of our Lord upon a
most interesting occasion. In this exquisite song "of praise, after
expressing her faith in the assurances vouchsafed to her by the
Almighty through his holy messenger the angel Gabriel, and de-
claring her gratitude for the high honour and dignity conferred
upon her, she celebrates in beautiful inspired language the mercy
and.goodness of God in his care of his faithful servants and the
fulfilment of his promise to his chosen people. The sublime sen-
timents of this hymn offer valuable instruction to ourselves ; among
other lessons, it teaches us that the Almighty ¢ scatters the proud
in the imagination of their hearts ; that he puts down the mighty
-from their seats, while he exalts the humble and meek,” and that
while ¢ the-rich are sent empty away” with respect to spiritual
grace, * those that hunger and thirst after righteousness” are “ fill-
ed with the good things” of his word. May the contemplation of
this divine subject teach us to be ¢ clothed with humility” since
God in all his precepts and dispcnsations * resisteth the proud
but giveth grace unto the humble.”

Previous to the Christian dispensation the virtue of humility was
unknown in the world. The heathen philosophers considered it s
a vice and had no words to express its meaning but baseness of
mind. The Jews had ne idea of it in their intercourse with other
nations, nor indeed amongst themselves—Vain and selfish in their
dispositions they despised all who were not of their own commu-
nity as utterly unworthy of the divine protection and regard. * We
be Abraham’s seed and were never in bondage to any man” was
their language to our Saviour himself. Boasting assertion! when
they were at the very moment under a foreign yoke. ¢ The Jews
have no dealings with the Samaritans” was the observation of the
woman of Samaria ; wondering at his very great condescension as
a Jew, to ask drink of her, who belonged toa people whom they
so much despised and abhorred.

Our blessed Lord therefore from his first entering upon his mi-
nistry took every opportunity of inculcating the virtue of humility,
At the very outset of his public instructions he marked ot once. in
the strongest and most decided terms, the peculiar temper, spisit

c
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and character of bis religion, manifesting to his disciples how
‘completely opposite they were to those qualities which had always
been the great objects ot adwiration to the heathen world. In
the beginning of his admirable sermon on the M.ount ke says,
« blessed are the poor in spirit, the meck, the merciful, the peace
makers.” Upon another occasion, when hi? disciplcs, who heing
pOaSés:cd with the imagination which prevailed univer-ally among
the Jews that the Messiah’s kingdom was tobe a temporal one,
desired to know who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven,
our Lord took a method of teaching them humility and directing
them to condescension that might strike their minds in a forcible
manner. ¢ He called a little child unto him and set him in the
midst of them and said, Except ye be converted and become as
little children ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven ;” thae
is unless a total change took place in the temper and disposition of
their minds, unlessthey became as unambitious, as meek and as
humble, as little concerned about worldly honours and distinctions,
as a little child, they could never be considered as true subjects of
Christ’s kingdom here, or capable of inheriting the kingdom of
heaven hereafter.  In the eye of God humility is a sublime virtue,
and “whosoever shall humble himselt as this litde child, the
same is greatest in the~kingdom of heaven.” It was by humility
that they were to rise to dignity in his kingdom « for he that ex
alteth hiwmselt’ shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted.” The design of our Saviour was to destroy
and cradicate those principles of awbition and pride with
which even his own select disciples were so strongly tinc-
tured. The inward temper of our souls was the object he had
in view. He was desirous of subduing those tyrannical and over-
bearing passions which werg so inimical to the prouress and ad-
vancement of his kingdom, and to substitute m tINjr place the
more pleasing ones of humility and lowliness of mind. should
be our endeavour to restrain all unreasonable thoughts of houour
and ambition, and to liwit our desires of’ dignity and pre-cminence
within proper bounds. By such a conduct as this only, it is thac
we can attain to that happv composure of mind which was so clear-
ly represented by this figurative and emblematic action.

¥rom the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican the advan.
tages of huwility are strikingly manitest,  The proud and impe-
rious Phaizee having a high opinion of and trusting in his own
rlg!l.teousness thus pompously exhibits his merits to the Almighty
as if to demand as a debt the reward of his actions, « God, I thank
thee that L am not as other men are, extortioners, uujust, adulterers,
or even as this Publican, I fast twice in the week, [ give tithes of
all that I possess.  And the Publican standing afar off, would not
jift up s much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast
?ll!d said,’ God, be merciful to me a sinner.” The confession and

n
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xin]'mility of the latter are commended, while the pride and self-.
importance ot the former are rejected. Few were the words of
the humbie Publican. but they were sincere. His expressicns of
repentance and contrition were plain and honest éind therefore they.
were accepted-— I tell you,” so our Lord e>ncludes the parable,
“ this man went down to his house justified rather than the other.”
The parable of the banquet is another remarkable instance of
the necessity of humility. This was suggested by our Saviour’s
observing the eagerness of men to secure for themselves places of
prrecedency and honour. * When thou art bidden of any man to
a wedding, sit not down in the highest room, lest a more honour-
able man than thoy bebidden of him ; and he that bade thee and
him come and say to thee, give this man place, and thou begin
with shame to takejthe lowest room. DLut when thou art bidden.
go and sit down in the lowest room, that when he that bade thee
cometh, ‘he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher; then shalt
thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with
thee.” For indeed how naturally is such a conduct adapted to
render the mind contented, peaceuble and happy. How well is it
calculated to correspond with the advice of St. Paul, ¢ not to look
every man on his own things, butevery man also on the things of
others.” We find the selt-important man displaged to make room
for the modest and difident one.  The partial eye of man indeed
may have overlooked his virtues who medestly and prudently de-
clined any great pretentions to the favour of the Almighty, who
*¢in lowlimess of mind esteemed others better than himselt,” but
God has long regarded them, nor will he suffer him to go unre-
warded. . ) o
It is indeed to be lamentcd that in the affairs of the present life
such a conduet is not always successful. While the bold, the en-
terprising, the rapacious and the ambitious succeed in securing to
themselves a large portion of the wealth, the grandeur, the power
and the property of the earth, modest merit for the most part
passes by unrewarded and unnoticed. Without the aid of religion
such results would no donbt bear but too strongly upon the greater
part of mankind. But it is the consileration ‘*that we have
no continuing city but seek one to come” which can compose our
unsettled minds ~ It s the prospect ot that eternity of happiness
which 1s prepared for tiose who practise God's righteous laws, that
alone can quiet our tuffled temipers. It is the hope of that «im-
mortality which is brought to light by the Gospel” that serves to
reconcile us to the seeming hardships of our condition in this life,
From the (Gospel alone can be drawn those consolations which sup-
port men under the pressing calamities of the world, that sofien
the evils which the faithful and sincere Christian often undergoes °
and gives him that calmness and composure of spirit, that tran-
quillity, cheerfulness, peace and comfort of mind which the workk



12 Family Sermon. -

and all its plehsures cannot give—which the world and all its afe
flictions t take away, X .

. The nature of the parablés which have.n-ow been considered, and
the numerous passages af the sacred writings- expressly recorded
in favour of humility, strongly enforce the necessity of this virtue,
and strenuously urge us to the observance of it. We are assured
"that the mighty are ever put down from their seats while the hum-
ble and meek are exalted. The assertion is positive that * except
we become as little children” we shall not enter into ibe kirgdom
of heaven. We shall be unwortbfy of the profession of the gos«

el, and much less can we hope for the’ future rewards of those
who faithfully persevere and endure unto the end. But after all
what argument is there so forcible in favour of this duty as the
example of our blessed Lord himself. Not only has he made this
virtue the basis of every precept he delivered, but in every action
of Lis life it was exemplified— Learn of me” says he ¢ for I am
meek and lowly of heart and ye sball find rest unto_your souls,
rest from the turbulent pursuits of ambition, the cankering cares
of wealth and the corrupting anxieties of the world. Meekness
and humility are the principal subjects of all his doctrines, pride
and wordly ambition are only named as objects 1o be avoided or
condemned. He warns us of the danger of wealth, of fame and
prosperity, while his own life is a bright illustration of his pre-
cepts—¢ He who was rich for our sakes became poor.” He who
could have assumed the splendour of empire and invested himself
with the robes of royalty appeared in the meanest condition—¢ He
who was the brightness of his Father's alory and the express
image of his person” condescended to become a carpenter's son.
Ris disciples and frier.ds were fishermen, tent-makers, tax gatherers
—To the poor he principally preached, and his power was exercised
chiefly in removing the distresses of the lowest orders. He who was
superior to all earthly potentates was conteated to want, upon some
occasions, even the necesseries of life and to have * no place where
to lay his head.” He who was ministered to by angels, ministered
to others in the most lowly offices; and he who could have com-
manded more than twelve legions of angels to defend him sub-
mitted to be buffetted, spit upon, scourged 2nd crucified. This
Ls' the example he has left us and we are commanded * to follow

is steps.”

Let us then pause and examine our own conduct. How la-
mentably short of this pattern of excellence shall we find our-
selves to be! We repine if we are'not rich—He chose a state of
poverty. The luxuries of life can scarcely satisfy us—He had not
Its common necessaries. We seck and court the society of the
rich and great—The poor were the chief objects of his atten-
tion and regard. We resent a disrespectful expression and re-
turn the most trifling injury—« He gave his back to the smiters
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and hid not his face from shame and spitting.” Are we thep; it
may be asked, to reject.riches, to renounce the world and td
court persecution? By no means. But what he despised ‘it ill
beoomes us immoderately to desire; what he avoided, we need not
seek, what he submitted to, we may patiently éndiire.

Let us then endeavour to pursue, though at a2 humble distance;
the lowly steps of our great Master and Redeemer, evet keepin
in view the vanity of all human distinctions and remembering thit~
the great and the low, the rich and the poor, the'leatned and the
imlearned must go down together to the grave, must all stand upor
a level in that day when many of the poor and the humble * shall
be filled with good things” and many of the tich and the proud
* shall be sent empty away."

P - [r -
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oyt

If we examine the evideuce of the scriptures, we shall find thaé
the instruction of children by catechizing is enjoined in the mos¢
positivé terms by God himself—¢ And these words which 1 com-
mand thee this day, shall be in thine heatt, and thou shalt teack
them diligently unte thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house.” ¢ Train op a child (or as it is in the
marginal translation catechise) a child in the way he shoald go ;
and when heis old he will not depart from it.” And St. Paud
says, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, “ye fathers provoke not
your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord.” That this custom was practised by pious
men in all ages is equally evident. The Lord himself says of Abras
ham * for | know him that hé will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to
do justice and judgment”—# And thou Solomon my Sun (says
David) know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with &
perfect heart and with a willing mind ; for the Lord searcheth ali
hearts, and understandcth all the imaginations of the thoughts;:
if thou seek him he will be found of thee, but if thou forsake
him he will cast thee off for ever”—¢I call to remembrance (says
St. Paul to Tim.) the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt
first in thy grandmother Leois, and thy mother Eunice; and {
am persuaded that in thee also.” Josephus informs us that the
Jews were particularly careful to have their children instructed
in the law, and had a teacher in every village called an instructer

* Our Clerical Readers will readily perceive that this Fssay is a compilation
fram the works of some of vuir must able Divines, in which a free use 1 npde
¢ven of thoir language,
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of babes. Every child, as soan as he was able to learn, was taught
the law until he was ten ycars of age; after that period, if he
was tolerably versed in the Pentateucl, he was instracted in the
Talmud until the age of fifteen, when he entered upan the inters
pretation of the more difficult or disputable passages, of the sacred
Text. At the age of thirteen he was publicly examined in a place
of worship hefore an assewbly ot ten persons.  liefore this alt
offences that he might have committed were imputable to his fa-
ther, but from this veriod he himselt was held responsible for his
own conduct and answerable for his own sins.  This catechetical
examination some hatve supposed our Saviour wnderwent in the,
Temple when he was twelve years of age, when his parénts found
him ¢ sitting in the midst of the Daoctors, bath hen(in_s: tb_em. and,
asking them questions—and all that heard him werd” astonished at
his understanding and his answers.” T

From this practice of the Jews, we are informed, by a Father of
the Church who lived in the fourth century, that the early Chris-
tians derived the castom ot catechiding cluldrgf.  In the first age
af the Church, children born of Chiristian pfrents were commonly,
haptized in their infancy, and admitred into catechetical schools
as soon as they were capable of learning the first rudiments of
Christianity. In process of time, however, it was thought expedient
to catechise the children in the churches in the presence  of
the congregation. Bdth these practices were almost. universally
neglected for some time previous to tie periad of the*Reformation,
when the latter custom was revived. A very little reflection is sufe
ficient to shew us that since the establishment of Sunday Schools
both the practices already alluded to are combined in the present
mode of giving religious instruction to ehildren Tt is not our in.
tention, nor can:it now be necessary to shew the coincidence be-
tween our catechism and the most ancient forms extant, it will he
sufficient just to state that like the rest of our liturgy it is compiled
from those which were found by the English Reformers to. be the
most scriptural,

Having premised thus much we shall now procecd to'the exami-
nation of the Catechism itself. . .

Jbe Catechism begins with the familiar questions of asking the’
name and who gave thie name, which naturallv lends the persong’
catechised to make mention of their haptisw, the time at which
our names are usually given us—not that giving the name is any
necessary part of” the Sacrament of’ Baptism, but because it was
the custom of the Jews to nam@ the child when it was circumcised,’
and the first Christians jmitated the practice.  And although it
may be considered of no value in itself, yet it might be a most
useful custom, were we but to remember what it tends to remind
us of —that we were dedicated to Christ when our Christian name
Was given us—that the most soleran promises wera then made fys
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ns and subsequently ratified by ourselves-—and that without per-
forming these promises, at least without making it the chief busi-
ness of our lives to endeavour to perform them, we may he Chris-
tians 1n nawe only, but not in deed, and only dishenour that name
_while we boast of it. ‘We should also be led to reflect that our
Cbristian name is given us by our Godfathers and Godmmothers
because Baptism is a new and spiritual birth which has no rela-
tion to our patural parents, and we should therefore look upon
them as the instruments of God to make us partake of this new
Birth. The privileges secured to us by this new birth are very pro—
perly and simply reduced to three heads, viz. being “ made a
member of Christ, a child of God and an inheritor of the Kingdom
of Heaven.” T1he first privilege, and that which is the foundation
of the others, is to be “ made a member of Christ.” This figure
of speech, when properly understood, possesses remarkable strength
aud beauty. It pre-sypposes what every one must be in some de-
gree at least sensible of, that we are not only originally,- or by na-
ture, prone to sin, but actually sinners ; that by one man’s sin
death came upon all men, that no maun liveth and sinreth not,
that no man has been able to keep the commandments of God in
thought, word and deed, and that the heart of man is prone to evil
continoally, that we are thence liable to punishment and without
hope of saving ourselves by our own strength either from the guilt
or th.: punishment of* it—for our sufficiency is not of ourselves, but
of God. This privilege further implies what the Scripture clearly
teach- s us, that Jesus Christ hath delivered us both from the guile
and the punishment in a maoner and upon conditions which will be
explained in the proper place. In the meantime we know that be
hath so delivered us, because we are told by himself « come unto
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden (laden with sin and in-
finnity) and I will relresh you”—and that “God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten son, to the end that all who
believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” Si.
Paul tells us that * this is a true saying and worthy of all men to
be received that Christ Jesus came into the werld to save sinners;”
and St. John says ¢ If any man sin, we bave an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our
sins.”  This privilege iurther implies that we are united to Christ,
or in the words of the Catechism itself, we become ‘¢ members of
Christ,” by accepting him from the hand of God for our Saviour,
our T'eacher and our Lord.  This union to himin order to become
entitled to the benetits waich he offers,us, our Catechism, in con-
formity with the language of Scripture, compares to the unioa of
the members of our budy with the head—and the comparison is
most forcible aud signiticant, The operations and powers of the
body, in every living creature, proceed from the head—and, in
every Christian, the knoiledge of God's will must flow from
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Christ. The head governs and directs each limb, and Christ is the-
sovereign lawgiver of each believer in him. Te be joined to the
head makes the whole body one animal frame, and to_be joined to.
Christ makes the whole body of Christians ene spiritual society.
Communication with the head is necessary to preserve ammaf. life,
and communion with Christ is necessary to support our refigious
fife. Christtherefore is to the Church what the head is to the body,.
and each person®who belongs to the Church is a member of
that body, or in the language of the-Catechism, “ a member of”
Christ.” ~ For he, as St. Paul tells us, 1s ¢ the head, from which alb
the body having nourishment ministered, and knit together by
joints and bands, increaseth with the increase of God.”

By the second privilege of Baptism we are made * the children.
of God" ina sense different from what we are by nature,—for we-
are “ by nature born in sin and the children of wrath,” that is,
liable to the wrath or punishment of God. Adam our first pa-
rent was the Son of God by a strong resemblance to his Hea-
venly Father in original righteousness. But this resemblance was.
obscured both in him and his descendants by his fall, and i
time was almost entirely lost by the prevalence of sin, so that
men became, in general * enemies of God,” and children’of the
Devil. But our merciful Father, pitying us even asa father pitieth
his own, children, appointed a method of adopting.us into his tamily-
after we had cast ourselves aut of it, and of restoring and gradually
raising us to thesame likeness and to the same faveur as was
enjoyed by our first parents. This inestimable blessing was pro-
cpred to us through the means of Jesus Christ, and we become en-
titled to it by taking him for our head in the manner which has.
been already explained. For * to as many as receive him (says St,.
John) to them gives he power to become the sons of God, even to.
themthat believe in his name.” Being thus united to bim who is
in the highest sense, the Son of God, and claiming it,~notin our
own, but in his name, we are again admitted tg.be the children of”
Goad in such a degree as we are capable of, “by faith in Jesus.
Christ.” ¢ Behold then what manner of love ie Father bath.
bestowed upon ws, that we should be called the sons of God,™
especially when we consider the consequences drawn by St..
Pi‘ml, «[f children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint'heirs.
with Christ." Thisis what is asserted in the Catechism to be
third privilege of Baptism. That we are thereby wade ¢ In-
heritors of the Kingdom of Ged By an inheritor is of course
meant an heir, and conseqiently a title to perfect and endless hap-
piness both of body and soul in Heaven. Had we continued in the
primitive uprightness of our first Parents, and never sinmed at all
we could even then have had no claim, except from God's free pro-
inise, to any thing more than that our existence should not be worse
to us than non-existence,
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Batsince we are originally depraved, and bhave actually sinrsed,
so far from having any claim to happiness, we are lizble 10 just
punishment for ever—and least of all could we have any cluim to
such happiness as eternal life and glory. * But “ blessed be the God
and father-of our Lord Jesus Christ, who of bis abundant mercy
hath hegotten us again unto a lively hope, to an inher itance incor-
ruptible and vrdefiled, and that fadeth notaway, reserved in Hea~
ven for us.”  These then arz the privileges of the Christian cove~
nant—and for these how thankful should we be to the Father « who
hath made us meet to be partukérs of the inheritrmnce of the saints
in light"—how careful should we be fo walk worthy of God wha
hath called us to his kingdom and glory; for our right to the privi-
teges of the covenant must ever depend upon our performance of
.the obligations of that covenant. M, on the cne hand we may en—
title ourselves by the bountiful pravidence of God, and by the
merits of Christ, not our ewn merits, to higher degrees of future
happiness in proportion to pur conduct, yet, on the other hand, we
cannot be entitled to any degree of this happivess, any longer
than we practise that holiness, in which we have engaged to live,
and without which * no man shall see the Lord.” We shall be
acknowledged 2s children only while we obey our Heavenly Fa-
ther—and “the baptisin which saveth us” is not the outward
< putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of agood con-
science towards God.”

.M

(To be continued)
ON TiIF. CREED.*
No. L
St. Mark it. S4.—Lord, I bclieve ; ke'p thou mine unbelicf.

Haviﬁg, at our first enlistment into the congregation of Ch'n'gt's
flock, promised and vowed to delieve all the articles of llz_e C /n:zstlan
faith, it must certainly he a profitable direction of our attention to
consider the several articles of our beiicf, comprised in what is com-
monly termed the Apastles” Creed.  To this, as containinga sum-
mary of the Christian dactrines, we are required to yield that

_Jaith which is, onour part, the first source of our acceptance by
God—the primary and indispensable condition of our admission
into the covenant of Christ. Although elernal lije be, originally,
the gift of Geud, and our redemption by Christ the sole effect of

* The reader of Pearson, Barrow and Secker will readily discover that this
article posscsses little merit beyond that of compilation.
D
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his gratuitous, unmerited love; although we are justifed freely By
zraceand not fOr our own works and deservings—jaith is the wme-
dium through which that grace is imparted to us. Salvation is
freely offered to us; but unless we heartily Selieve that Christ's me-
rits,are a full and sufficient satisfaction for the sins of the whole world,
we cannot be admitted into that covenant of grace, nor be made par-
takers of the berefits of Christ's atonement and intercession.
Faith, upon the proffer of this merciful forgiveness, will entitle us
to those privileges; and by faith—and its necessary und corres-
pondent fruits—we are ensured of eternal salvation,

To the doctrines of the Gospel, therefore, contained in the
Holy Scripture and summed up in the Apostles’ Creed, we are
commanded, as were all those who experienced the compassion of
our Lord whilst on earth, to make this hearty and undissembled
confession, Lord, I believe :—and when we discover in the revela-
tions of God recorded i his holy word, things hard to be understood,
and past finding out, we are vequired, instead of seeking to be wise
above what is written—instead of doubting where we cannot clearly
discern, and rejecting what we cannot comprehend—to bow,
in entire submission, to the God of Truth, and seek his guidance
and ilumination, with this bumble prayer, Lord, help mine un-
beliek

The Creed is a clear and comprehensive epitome of the doctrines
which, through Christ, are essentially necessary to salvation; and
altheugh the Holy Seriptures, as containing all things necessary
te palvation, are, in a more extended sense, our Creed, yet it
w28 expedient to sum up the articles of indispensable belief into a
brief compendium, that they might thereby be more readily learned,
rasre easily understood, and more effectually retained by all the
profesicrs of the Gospel—and that these being thus compressed
and leerned, might be, as it were, ¢ fur a sign upoa their hand
wsd as frontics between their eyes. ‘

This Creed, though commonly cailed the Apostles’ Creed, was
mut their composition; and althaugh of very early compilation and
snanilestly containing the substance of their belief, it does not ap-
mpearto have been put into its present form of words by them, It
war, indeed, custowary for diferers Churches to have different
Creeds ; yet, mevertheless, at a very early age, that summary of
Fastief hecame generally adopted which ie since called the Apostles’
Lreed:--aa sppellation to which it is well entitled from its perfect
agrecment with the doctrines of the Apostles contained in the Scrip-
sures, xkalse rowits exect correspandence with the confessions of
all erthadox Chunches which, ia the extended meaning of the word,
srake up the dpesteiic Church. Besides, this Creed has been re-
aeived in all sges with the greatest vereration and esteem : the
znowent Chrisusns tesufy cheir reverence for it by the most marked
aad vesjeric expressions; and j» furmer, as well 25 in later times,
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it hag been assumed and used, on the :most scleron cocations, as
the standard of the Christian faith. - :

‘This form of sound words. we should, therefore, repext with &
dively faith and with humble shanksgiving—with Gith, as in the
«loctrines essential 10 baivation ; and with devont gratitade for the
infinitecondescension of God eur Saviour in hes fisnishing ns
with the way and the means 1o cternal Jife. And this devomt con-
dession, I belicve, although attached only to the first zrticle and
afterwards but ‘once repeated, is, nevertheless, 10 be wentally an-
nexed 1o every several article containéd in this sammary of eur -
faith,  More espeeially, whilst this confession is.made with our
mouths, we are tf beliezewith our hearts unto righleousness—auot to
sepeat it as a dry forwulary to which we yicld a mere histonical
and difeless assent, but te resolve 1o regulate our practice accord-
ing to the solemn.prefession we make fhberein. But the close
alliance which showld subsist between oir conduct and this our
confessian—the correspandence of our lives te the momentous doc-
trines of which we here profess our belief, wiil more clearly ap- -
prear {row an examinatior of its eeveral articles.

1 believe in - God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
carth—ia the first article of the Creed, and that on which we pro-
pose, at present, to muke some remarks.

It is only necessary to stand still and consider the wondrous works
of God in arder Yo make the confession which constitates this
firstarticle of our faith ; for, tosuppose that the stupendous fabric
of the universe sprang up out of nsthing of its ewx accerd, or
that its harmonious cperations were directed by chance, isan ab-
surdity which has always been regarded as manifesting a perver-
sion of the understanding, and a depravation of the reason.

Some philosophers of antiquity and some modern 2ssertors of
this” unmerited title have attempted to contradict the uaniverssl
opinivn which, in language of striking sublimiy, is thus espressed
by Mases, In the beginning (3od created the héaven and the varth—
with a presumpiuous arrogance, they have endeavoured to account
for the origin of matter und the formation of the word without the
interveation of a divine and ommipotent Actificer. Some, with
that absurdity into which wan nrust betray himself wken he enters
upon asubject 80 far beyond the stretch of human conception,
have wade the wikd assertion that malter is etergial—that the rude
suass vut of which this beautiful world was formed Aad n3 begin-
ning. Others, taking for granted that absurd poesition, have stiil
more absurdly declared ¢hat this visible world, fa whick so much
order and so wany evidences of exquisite arrangement are visible,
was the work of mere cliance: that every thing in euture which
we admire for their just proporiions and exact reguiarity, were 4
originally caused by the accidental juaction of deiached portions
of wmatter. But, will not the mus  ureclightened and the most
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ignorant ridicule such positions, such arguments as these? Will
not reason—untutored reason—immediately assent to the contrary
doctriné, that a dead and inert body, containisg no principle of
life within itself, must have had a beginning and hare received " its
existence from some active and intelligent Being—that matter,
having from its very nature, no innate power of motion, could
never have moved of its own accord; far less bavd- created the
infinite variety of forms and figures with which the universe
abounds? To have these difficulties cleared up, these absurdities
removed, must we not confess with Moses, ¢ In the beginning
God created the heaven*and the earth:” God—an eternzl, self-
existent, all-perfect Being : God, of whom we may say with the
Psalmist, Before the mountains were brought forth, ¢r exer thou
hadst formed the carth and the world, even from eserlasting to ever-
lastingspthou art God—to whom we must ascribe whatscever our
faculties can conceive of great and ood, ir a degree inbnitely su-.
periative—HEe hath made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all
* their host, the earth and all things therein. .

The whole visible creation is full of HixM. On every side, we
are presented with evidences of his power, with manilestations of
his wisdom, and the effects of his goodness. When we maik the
regularity of the seasons, the just and regular distribution of heat
and cold; and the scasonable interchingze of light and darkness: —
wlien we view therevelutions of the planetary system, observe the
undeviating regularity, and consider tQe necessity of that order
to produce their due influence upon our globe:—when we refiect
on these things, we must necessanly conclude thzt works which
contain within themselves such indisputable marks of imelligent
coatrivance, such exquisite order and unchanging harmoay, could
not possibly have been the effect of chance. \When we reflecs,
too, that were the struciure or arrangement of these things difer-
ent from what we observe them to e, they would not answer the
ends to which they, at present, serve; we must be still'more con-
vineed of' the folly of such a conclusion. Out of a thovsand for~
tuitous occurrences, a few might possibly manifest some regularity
of appearance ; but when the whole are regular —when they arc
nutaaly dependent upon each other—and when the united opera-
tions of all are requisite to bring about one certzin end ;—then
would it be wild and chimerical to ascribe .their formation and
arrangemcnt to any thing else than un inteligent .Artiticer.  Such
magnilicent structures 3 ruch hin vy adapratighRsef. means to the
end s such exquisite contcivances: such justigiyasottions ; such
aschanging ropulavity, we can oniy ascribe todlie agency of
i who made all the host of the-heavens by ihe breath of kis
mowli—who sald, Let there be light, and there was lieht —zcho
spakes and it was dvne ; who commanded and it stcod Jast. View-
ing il those things, we must join in the fervent confessions
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of the prophet; O Lord of Hosts, thou art the God, even Thou
alone, of all the Kingdoms of the earth-—Thou hast mads heaven
and -earth—Thou art our Father : we are the clay and Thou our
potter ; and we are all the work of thy hand.

And, as in the Nicene Creed, we profess our belief in one God ;
o, in the Apostles’ Creed is the unity of the Creator implied.
Though there be three which bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word and the Holy Ghost, yet these three are one. A voice from
heaven itself exclaimed, I am the Lord thy God ; thou shait have
NONE OTHER gods but me ; and Moses repeats the solemn admo-
nition thus, Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is oxt Lord.
And thus speaks the Lord of Hosts by the mouth of his prophet ;
Isthere a God besides me ¢ yea there is no God; I know not any.
In short, we are to believe in a Supreme Being who created the
world by his power and preserves il)by his goodness and wisdom ;
we are to believe in God as 2 Being whose glory no eye can behold)
—whose majesty no thought can comprehend—whose power no
strength can resist—from whose presence no swiftness can fly-—
irom whose knowledge no secret can be concealed—whose justice
no art can evade—and whose tender mercy is over all his works»

But whilst we contemplate these as the Perfections and Attri-
butes of. the Deity, are we to stop with mere persuasion and simple
confession ? Professing ourselves the creatures and subjects of this
Adorable Being, are we not to love him, serve him and obey him ?
—For with this acknowledgement we cannot reconcile a disobe-
dience of his laws or a neglect of his revealed will. Confessing
him to be the mighty Author of nature—the omnipotent and all-
wise Artificer of the stupendous fabric of the universe—let us
praise the Name of the Lord, for Lis Name alone is excellent ; his
flory is above the carth and heaven : let us joinin these acknow-
edgements of glorified spiits; Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re-
cetve glory and honur and power : for thou hast created all things,
and_for thy pleasure they ave and were created.

Yet, amid our exclamations of praise and thanksgiving, shall the
heart be untouched and the conduct uninfluenced ? Shall we draw
nigh unto God with our lips, whilst cur heart is far from him?
Whilst we confess him to be our Sovereign Ruler, shall we trans.

* ITow closely allied to the Chuistian’s belief, and how different from the
absurd doctrines of many other philesophers are the following sentiments of the
amiabie SuNkca ! ¢ Vis illum (Deunt) fatum vocarc ? nonlerrabis. Hic est,
€X quo suspensa sunt oinnia, caussa caussarum. Vis illum providentiam dicere 2
recte dices. Eist enim, cujus congilio huic mundo providetur, ut inconfusus eat,
et actus suos explicet.  Vis illum naturam vecare ? non peccabis.  Est enim, ex
quo nata sunt omnia, cujus spiritu vivimus. Vis illum vocare mundum ? Noa
falleris, Ipse enim est totum quod vides, totus suis partibus inditus, et se¢ sus-
tinens vi sui.’”’  Sencc. Queest, Natural Lib. ii. 42,
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his laws and violate his commandments? Whilst we profess
<our belief in God, shall we live as if there was no God in the world ¥
— Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter intothe
Lingdom of heaven, bul ke that poryn THE WiLL of wmy Father
which g5 in heaven. Not he, who werely confesseth thut the Lord
God omipoient reigneth, shall partake of his mercy cverlastingly—
but he who serveth the Lord with gladness, and who doeth the will
of God foom the heait. '

Inmaking professsion of our belief in God, we nat.umllykuc-
-krowledge that He is ALmicnty and the MAker or Heavew
axp EarTie Conwinced, then, that He is * Almighty,” shall
wesk and dependant man presume to contend with €od¥ Can he
dispe by rebellion, to prevail against omwipotence ; or knows he
ot that there is nothing in heaven or e#th that can do according to
his works and according to his might £ or is he not assured of the
truth of these ﬁ:arfuf words; I, cven I am He, and there 15 no
God with me: ¥ il and I moke ative y Iwoxnd and I heal : neither
is there any that cou deliver out of sy hand. ~
_ Aund convinced, and confessing that God is the ¢ Mukey. of
heaven and earth"-—of ¢ all things sisible and invisible”—how shall
we boast ourscives of the goods -which are ks, aud of the trea-
sures whick are the bounties of His Providerce? Knowing that he
i the author of all we have, the bestower of all we enjoy, shail
we presumptuously ascribe them to ouar foresight, prudence and
fortune ? Assured that it is God who giveth vs fruilful seasons, fill-
ing our hearts with food and gladness, ehall we revel amid his boun-
ties, ungrateful and unthankful ? 5hall we refuse te bestow on the
needy what God hath lent to us as instruments of His loving-
kindness ? Shall we waste solely upon ourselves the goods of which
we are merely stewards and must groe account 2—No: when pos-
sessed of these benefits let us use the world as not abusing & ; and,
~licn deprived of them, let usimitate this exemplary resignation,
Lhe Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away ; blﬁ:ﬁed be the Name
Qf ihe Lord; .

et there ts another appendage to this first A rﬁc\-‘]e of the Creed
#hich merits equal eonsideration—viz. thut we belivve in God us o
I'ATIiﬁR. As the Author of all things, hie s, oo that accoun:,
their Parent ; and’ being our Creator, lie is also, in that sense our
Father, For the like reason he is the Unisersal Parent of all
things visible and invisible, animate and inanimate ; of the morn-
sug stars whick sang together and of the sons of God which shouted
J_‘or jcy at t_he creation of the world ;— the Parent of Adam made
iu pus own tmage and litouess—uand the Yather of the rain and the
dew. Y‘et, h(_: 1S more eminently our Father by redemption than
by creation: in this, hie wade us; in that, be bath ocated us anew:
by the latter we are his creawnres ; by the former we are his sons,
OF kit own will begat he us with the ward of huth ; and whesvever
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&
Zelieveth that Jesus.is the Christ is .Bon¥ .ox Gov. e fiave mor
veceiverd the spirit of bardage again uxto_fear, but wehave veceived
the spivit of adoptron whereby we cry, A Fatrrer. |

Whilst, then, we glory in.this relation, and boast in havirg God
as our Father—shall we neglect to live as the children of that all-
perfect Parent > Think not to say_within yowrselses, We have
Abraham to our juther ; jor I say unto youn that God is able of these
siones o raise up children unto Abraham. Equally vain would be
the boast of the Christian, if his practice belied that.relation, .ar
his works deelared that he wasrather of kis father the devit. .

Chiddren, obey your parents m the Lord, is an evangelies] pre-
«cept feunded on reasou and justice: if I then be & Falher, where
as my honor, saith the Lord of Hosts ¥ Wil not disobedience.and.
ngratitude, a negleet of his service and a profanation of -his name,.
fall under all the severity 'of this rebuke, Do ye thus requite the
Lord? O foolish peaple and umvise ! Is not he thy Father that kath:
bought tleee ? hath he not made and established thee? Created in Him
tmage and likeness, shall we yield our members as instruments of un—
righteousness unto six 2 Being crealed in Christ Jesus unto good
works, shall we then continue in sinf . ,
-- God _forbid ; but glorying in this relation and looking with hope-
-to the consummation eof its happy privileges, let us strive'to e |
petfect even as aur Father in heaven is also perfect, that,-at the Day
of Judgment, we may be greeted with these rapturous words,
Come, ye blessed childrern of my Fathes, inke it the kingdom prepar-
«d_for you from thebeginning of the workd. . . .

Yet although God be our Kather, and as.a Father pitieth hiso we
thildren, sodotk the Lord pily us who frar him—altheugh, by our
knewledge of this relation, we are peculiasly incited to follow that
blessed pauern in all holy conversation and goliness, there is yet
another still more important sense annexed to the word Faziien in
this Article: In the subsequent divisions of the Greed, we meet
with the Sen and {Holy Ghost, aswell as witha particularand express-
cllusien to their natwre and offices—who, with the Farker first
‘mentioned, constitute those * Three Percons in the Unity of the
Godhead who are of ene substauce, power and eternity.”* e is
ihe Father of whom the Sonis begotien, and from whom, togetBer
with the Sony the Holy Ghost procecds - He is the Fountain and
Source of that Divinity which is commun te the Triane Godhead!

And tlie priority of the Faiher consists, not i any pre-eminence
or superior excellence in Essence or Attributes, but because the
¥ather hath that Essence of Aimself; the Son by communication.

Joni the Father—or to use the language of Christ himself, as the

AN N ® Art. L ch. of Fngl
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Father kath lifz 1 nrvserr, so hath ke Grvex vo e Sox 19
have life in Jumsclf. What the Father is, he is Jrom  himself ;
what the Son is, he is from the fal/wr : what‘ the ) Father is, ke
piveth ; what the Son is, he receiveth. lfhe hrst,.m shatt, is the
Father by reasan of his Son : the second is the Son in regard of the
Father, and for the same rcason he is God also.  And as the Son
is begotten and the Holy Ghost proceeds, the Father, Sun and Holy
" Ghost are stiil, one indistinct and-undivided Esscnce.s

And although no human faculty can comprehend the mature of
this unien, vet thus do the Scriptures teach and so are we re-
quircd to believe of the Trinity. ) )

- We shall conclude our refiections upon this Article of the Creed
by a familiar paraphrase on the confessions which are implied in
its varions hcads : — )

I believe in God—the faithful Christian may exclaim~—and thus

2ar not expesed as one forlorn to the uncertainty of chénce or the
feebleness of selt-dependence : but I have God as my refuge and
strength. my fortress and deliverer ;— -
" And this God I believe 10 be the Father—in a peculiar and emia
nent degree, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by a communi-
cation of his Disine Essence from all eternity—and my Father
also, in whom Ilive and move and have my being ; my Father by
creation, and in a higher degree, by spintual adoption—havin§ a
joyous confidence that he will never forsake the work of kis hands,
even that which he has cre- fed anew in Christ Jesus -

Nor is he less able than willing to do me good; for he is
Almighty, and what is {0 kard for omnipotence ? Though I am
weak and of’ myself am helpless, yet my help s in the name of the
Lord who made heaver aund earth. He that made all things will
not leave his children destitute. He can give them not only the
eartho enjoy, but grant them in a future, state, the eternal fruition
-of heaven.” He hath called me out of nothing finto existence—he
hath called me out of dariness into his marcellons light—he hath
rescued me frow the power - £ Satcn unto God, that ] may receive

* The following passuge from the ciegant Lactaxmirs Tconceive highly elu-
cidatory of this subject: ¢ Cum dicinrus Deugpt Pairemy ¢t Doum Fiuuw, non
diverum dicinus nee utumgue sceerninus, guin nec pater stue Gijo potest
nie filius 3 patre secerniy siquidem nec puter sine fitio runcupari, hec

ius potest sinc patre generari. Cum igitur et pater filium fuciut, <t fiuus
fiat ; usa utsique mens, unus spirites, una substactin est ; sed e quasi exuberons
Jons et : liic Qaaguat defluens ex ev rivus : e tanquan Sof ; kie qrusi rodivs
a sile porrectus : qul, quoniarm summo patri et fidelis et cunus ety Lo sepuru-
tur sicut nec rivus i fonte, nee radius 3 sole : quiz ¢t aqua fontis in rivo est, ct
solis Jumen in radio—a:que neque Vot ab ore sejungl, nee vinus aut manus &
corpore divelii potest.™ Lacten. Instit. Lib. iv. 29, 1 would refer the learned
reader to what foliows in the same chapter, us equally perunent and beautiful
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Jorgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that isin me. . -
“ Now unto the King, eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory for evet and ever, Amen."#

P
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ADDRESS OF A CLERGYMAN IN' THE COUNTRY TO HIS
PARISHIONERS.

] COFINTH. CaF. 3iv. VFRSE 26)
et all things be done unto «difviug.

Few, if any, of you, my Brethren, who attended Divine Wor»
ship in this place last Sabbath day, could avoid, I apprehend, re=
sarking the extreme supineness, so remarkably and wnusually ap-
parent, in the performance of the service of the Church on that
‘occasion.  For my own part, I can have no hesitation in candidly
avowing, that I was painfully sensible of it. Impressed, as I have
'ever been since my first acquaintance with it, with the excellence
of ourinvaluable Liturgy, which some of the most learned and
eminent of the Dissenters in Epgland have not scrupled to rank
next to the inspired writings, and with its peculiar adaptation to the
ypurposes of spiritual and animated devotion—the coldness (to use
no stronger term) with which that part of it, which belongs more

. immediately to the collec'ive body of worshippers, was regarded
hy the greuter part of my congregation, could not be otherwise
than distiessing to my feelings, or to those of any other person
hulding the samne office, who considers the worship of his Maker
as any thing more than a mere empty form. 1 am aware, indeed,
that this arose in part irom the absence of the officer of the Church,
whose duty it is to lead the congregation in their part of the Service,
But as, even when that cause does not exist, many appear equally
unconcerned in the Service, and it is recollected that his oflice 13
men'ly to lvad, acd not to pertorm for them that which it is incum-
Lent upon them to perform for themselves, I cannot avoid the con-
clusion that other causes contributed in some measure to produce
the effects to which I have thus felt myself’ constrained reluctantly
to allude. Whatever those causes may have been, whether a false
delicacy and mistimed diffidence in some, want of acquaintance
with the service or insensibility to its excellence in others, or, a3
1 fear was the case with too many, a lamentable and criminal
indifference to the right discharge of the duties of Divine Worship
~—whatever, I say, the causes may have been, I could most sin-

* 1 Tim. i 17.
E
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cerely wish, for the credit of our holy religion which requires from
us spiritual worship, and of our awn Church in particvlar, thag
they were at least so fur remaved, asto obviate our linkility to the
reproaches of the Romish Churck, whose errors and superstitions
we have abjured, en account of ouralicdied inferiority toit in the
devoutness of our worship!  With this view. and to fmpress npon
your minds the absolute necessity of worshippiny God m spirit and
in truth, in order to his acceptance of our scrvices, | shall av:asl
wmysclf, on the present occasion, of such parts as | cenciive appli-
.eable of a Seraon on the excelleney and useltlness of the Com-
mon Prayer, prenched in London by the learned and™Nswns Bishop
Beveridge, ncarly af century and a half ago, wnd wlich is con-
tained in the publications of the Venrcrable Suciety for prommting
Clristian Knowledge. “The high character and station in the
Church of this eminent Prelate, and the sanction of the Venerabla
Suciety just mentioned, cannot fail to commend it to your atten-
tion, aswuch more deserving of your notice than any 1emarks of
my own. The text chusen for the occasion is contained in the
passage whicl you have heard, * Let s} things he done unto edi-
fying,” upon which | shall give you the Bishop’s thoughts in his
own words. But before I pracecd, allow me, my Brethren, to
request your serious and paticut attention, should you be detzined
a few minutes lonper than usual; and at the same time to bespeak
your candour in judging of my motives for the present address,
which I trust you will believe to be no ather than a just regard for
the lLianor of !halGod,\‘in whosé name I zm calied to minister,
and an affeckionate concérn fur the spiritul welfare and edification,,
of youraelveg, as composing the flock which he has committed to
my care, and of which he will require an "account at my hands.
And should any thing that nay be advanced appear to bear hard
upon the constitution and moudes of worship of other Christian
communities to which any of my hearers may have been attached
by early education or national prejudice, let me intreat them to

¢ consider me as intending no disrespect or uncharitalle reflections

towards those communities, but merely as pointing out what wae
conceive the superior advantages of our own, and desiring to nssist
them in deriving the greatest benefit from those services of which
they have the opportunity of availing themselves in the absence
of others, for which they may perhaps still retain a preference.
Or, thould I beso fortunate’ as io succeed in so fur convincing
them of the excellency of our own' communion, without dispa-
raging others, as to induce them devouily to conform to her ap-
pointed sode of worship, aud to engage in it with increased
energy and zeal, Ishall therein rejoice, as having been instru-
mental in bringing together the scuttered sheep of other flocks,
hereafter to form one fold, under one Shepherd, the Lord Jesus
Christ. 1 proceed nuw to the words of the text—s Lot all

L
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things,” &c.” Having thus brought the Venera'le Bishep's discoarse
to a close, allow me, my Brethren, to bring the subject home
with all plainness and-faithfulness to your own bosoms, by remark-
ing that that. God, who i+ the only legitimate objeet of Divine
worship, clains, ns his indisputable right,-the homage of all the
crestures which e has formed ; but man, the masterpiece of erea-
tion, upon whom his Maker has conferred the dominion over alk
others, is especially gified with intelligence to constitute him, as
it were, the organ of their adorations,  Nor is the obligation thus
Inid upon him, unaccompanied” by its corresponding benefits to
Limseld, for while nothing is so pleasing in the sizht of God as the
incense of a devout and grateful heart, nothing iz so productive of
real pleasure and refined enjoymient to its possessor.  Heaven itself
is the constant scéne of adoring love and unceasing homage. In
this its happiness consists, and In order to participate jo this hap-
piness, we must be'trained on certh to the attainment of these
sentiments and dispositions, those f. clings and habits which will
qualify us for engaging in it-employments. And what appréaches
more nearly to the blissful scenes above, where admiring myriads
are continually before the throne of’ God, casting their crowns at
his feet, and ascribing salvation to him that sitteth upen the throne
and to the Lamb, than those assemblies of God’s saints on earth,
where he is worshipped in spirit and in truth 2 Ch, how then cun
men and women, calling themselves Cliistians, and assembling in
God’s house, remain mute and unconcerned while the worship of
Gnd is celebrating, when the very hinguage of divine worship,
Janguage uncqualled any where but in the Bock of God, is, as it
were, put into their mouths, in erder that they may bear their
part in thedelightlul duty of praising and adering the God who
formed and daily preserves them, the Saviour who bled and die: to
redeem them, and the Holy Spirit who is willing to sanciify ard
prepare them for the glories of Ieaven! What— shall the wanton
song, or the light trilling air, delight them more than the solcan
strains in which the wonders of ercation, the bhounties of Provi-
dence, and the bies<inga of redemption are cclebrated ? Shal! the
barp of the Son of Jesse, tuned to immorial strains, have no
charms for beings formed for immortality 7 Shall the flights of
poetic fancy amongst the scenes of earth, or the foiry regions of
visionary bliss, engrage the attention, while the word ef God, the
only sure guitde to everlasting happiness, lies neglected and de-
spired 2 Shall the gaily circulating glass andithe jovial cup, the
giddy dance and the long protracted ganie at whist, nighe after

% fIcre followal the Yeneral'c Lishop’s Sermon, wh'¢h may be bad very
cheap fn the foen of wteoct ut tie Depustaries of the Secety for pronuoting
Chratinn hnow.cgge iv Quedbee, Jlontreel, de aud is mect steungly recormead-
«d to tis uttention of e pub.ic by their lumbic senast. r. C.
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night, steal kour after lourunperceived away, and shall the few
nunutes devored once in seven days to attendance in the house of”
God, be the only time thit drags slowly on with tedious pace >
Shall we rise Aeariy and late toke rest, and eat the bread’g_i:“gareﬁxl-
ness,in order that we may lay up treasures on eartl, where moth and
rust corrept, and where thieves break through and steal, ;'m'd shall
we take no pains to lay up for oursclves treasures inHeaven 2 Shait
we squander and constme tpon our lusts and pleasures, in super-
fiuities and empty parade, that with which God™ has intrusted us

as his stewards, and teke no care to make to ourselves riends of "

the_mammon of unrighjegusness, by feeding the hungry and
clothing the naked, that when our carthly. talernacles fail, they
_may receive us into everlasting babitations ? Alag! such is the
way of the'Rorld. DBut say seme, itis the fashion : we canuot be
dificrent from the rest of the world. Lut will you be satisfied
with the end of tlis fashiorabtle world ? If we may judge by the-
few-who sre found walking in the way to Iicaven, we may conclude
that Heaven is not a place of fashionable resort. .So says our Sa-
viour: * Straitis the gate, and narrow is the way that leads 10
Tife, ang lew there be that find it: but broad is tl:e way and wide
the gate that leadeth to destruction and many ti:ere be that po in
thereat.,” Alas! when will men cease to pervert the right ways of”
God? When will they cease to do evil and learn to do well? When
sball God and religirn no longer be trifled with, ard men cease to
rubstitute the formi of gedliness for its power ? When shall we see
the folly.— the guilt,— the denger of living without God in the
world ¥ My beloved Prethren, let me entreat youto be in carnest
in religion ; to join fervently and devoutly in the worshipef God ;
Jet it be seen ii‘.at you do not frequent the heuse of God as mere
spectators, but that you are really interested in its duties. Oh?t
how gratifying would it be to see you all deveutly ergaged both
with your hearts and lips in repeating with seriousness and -atten-
tion the beautiful petitions with which eur Liturgy furnishes you,
to hear yeu joining with fervor and with reverence in sirgirg the
praises of God, as] have seen and heard in days that'ere jast, and
in a disrant land, in ccngregations composcd of Lurdreds of devout
and spiritval wershippers using the same forms, tl e same lan-
guage which we use here. Insterd of the cold chilling atmos-
phere of fripid formality we sheuld then Ereatl'e the verm and
pevisl air of a soul invigerating clime within these wells, which
would lead ourselves ard nthers to eXclaim surcly this is rore cther
than th% house of Cad,-Ard tlie very gate of Iieaven.
' P- Cq
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-At this day, when, from causes which cannot be mistaken and
are indeed no longer concealed, clamours have been raised and
reitersted against our national Clergy ; when false notions respect-
ing the nature of our Lstablishment are industriously and disho.
nestly circulated; when not only. its efficiency, but its legitimacy,
has been denied, so that even the very principle which unites us
with the State, has heen brought in question; it may appear no
inappropriate use ¢f the present opportunity, to review the first
principles of our Church Establishment, and to ascertain the
grounds, or which, as a portion of the Church of Christ, of the
true Catholic Church, we stand connected with the State ; as well
as the conditions which regulate, and the Jimits which define, that
connexion. We shall thus be the better able to expose the falla~
cies, which fraud would impose on ignorance to our dctriment ;
and to deprive fanaticism, cupidity, and irreligion, of those false
colours, under which they wage their-unhallowed warfare against
the Established Religion of the country,

Indeed, independently of such considerations, it cannot but be
at all times important, that the principles of a Union, whose con-
sequences to the community must be vitally influential, should be
thoroughly understood, and steadily kept in view, both by the
Clergy and the Public. By the clear understanding of these prin-
ciples, it is, that the one will be enabled to see and preserve their
true position in the State, and the other will be raught to value
and defend that order of men, whose binding principle is the
cement of the social policy, and whose civil existence is essen-
tially interwoven, even for temporal purposes, with the best inte-
yests of the Nation. .

The ground of the Unijon, of which we speak, is, happily for
these Jands in which our Churc! is established, the same with that
on which rests the stability of our civil fabric :—and it is that, by
which alone, in every state snd country, unity and permanency
can be secured to the system of Government: namely, a Sorereign
Supremacy within the lealm, not to be interfered with by any ex-
trinsic power, nor to be resisted by any domestic impediment.

_Nothing is more common with unreflecting minds, than to sup-
pose a religious establishment, in its temppral character, as pos-
sessing an interest distinct from the state: a sort of incorporated
craft, seeking its own ends, and working its own gains through
the power of its temporal associate,



30 By,

This may indeed be the case, where thé Established Rehgion 15
not embodied with the State; where it has a separate head froow
the State :_or where (as sometimes happens) it acknowledges no-
human head, and claims an independent existence. But whese it.
rests upon the same supreme sovercignty with the State itself;
where it and the State are but two different asoects of the same
Christian community; where it is harmoniously ass.¢iated with
the State for the accomplishment of its highest purpose, the great-
est happiness of tlre people ; where it acts in such a manner as
that it ' may be said to constitute the conscience of the state; there
it isimpossible, with any justness, to view its miaisters as. a body
pursuing their own ends, and to be considered merely in their
individual relations.

But, in the very outset of the subject, and before we are per-
mitted to enter upon the character and consequences of an Esta-
blishment, we are met wita the position, that religion s a matter
which belongs not to the Civil Magistrate ; that it is a eoncern
between the individual and his God, which comes not within the
range of human institution : that consequently, the very principle
of a religious establishment is unsound ; and that the Civil Ma-
gistrate has no right to exercise the powers of the State either for
its formation or support.

Yet surely it seems a strapge thing to say, that there ave any wat-
ters connected with the well being of a state, vver whiek the Sovereign
power of that stale shall have no control. It seems @ still stranger
thing to assert, tha! i that whick above all connects itselt most ma-
terially with the well being of the communily, he whose fivst duty '+
15 to promote the weifare of that community, shall have mo ccncern.

Man is a compouid being, not more impelled ¢ seek his temporal
advantage, than bound to pursue hils eterral interests.  Must not the
state Lok to him i both conditions: and as far as possible assist ils
individual members in the attainment of both'?  Is not the Svvereign
to rule for the greatest gocd of the while?  And can ke leave out
aiy part of that which constitutes their greatest gocd ?

Is he mat, again, bound by the duty which he cwesto Ged, soto
govern his pecyle, asto enalle them best to aliey the will of the great
cemmon S-vercign of all?  Must ke not, then. secure for his sub:
Jects the best aids of religion € Anvd d .es il the establishment of a
national religion become a necessary branch of the duty «f the Sove-
veign, and an essentiul constituen: of the well being of the pe ple?®
Is uctthen, the rejecti-n of it by a State, or a professed i.difference
as to its truth cr jelsehacd, an epen declaration that humar affuirs
may be conducted without vmy regard to Divine superintendence or
authority, and that man may {ive without Ged in the world.

in truth, every separation of divine and hnman things is a re-
jection of” Providence; itis an ensizvement of alt to buman policy =
1t has been, and is from day to day, the cause of those wiolesale
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depattures from the principle of right, which go under the name
of ** reasons’of state;” avd which tend, by their pernicious exam-
ple, todemoralize man, z2nd to disorganize socicty.

Na state ought to exit, that sets Providence aside, and openly
disregards divine things, or ucts so as to subvert divine truthe.
Man canniot wer pgainst Gody and God must 1ule over the king-
doms of men. Those that will not be the subjects of his sway,
must be the objects of Lis vengeance.  And such nations as proy
thentselves not the it instrumeyts for promoting his moral Goverh-
went of the world, must expect to be broken up, so soon as they
have effected those temporal oljects, for which Providence wniay
have suffered them for a time to continue; which amongst others,
may possibly have been, the infliction of punishment on other
guilty nations, which may demand for them a momentary display
of power ; oragainst the open manifestation of their own profi-
gacy, to the clearer justification of the ways of God in his deal-
ings with men. .

. I should not have dwelt so long upon so, plain a proposition, as
that, which affirms it ta be the duty of the Sovereign to provide a
frue religion for his people, but that, strange as it may appear, it
is a maxim, which Langs but loosely upon the minds of many at
the present day : nay, even.ihe contrary position is openly main-
tained by some, not only those who arc avowed enemies to a reli-
gious establishment altogether, bat by some who maintain its law-
fulness and its necessity, upon grounds both of public duty an(d of
religious obligations. ’ .

But with respect to the latter ciass, these who admit the lawful-
ness and necessity of an Establishment, the matter becomes a
subject of weighty consideration indeed. Error among these, on
so essential a point as that with which we are councerned, is an
enemy within the camp. This is, in the Psalmist’s language, my
own familiar friend, whose precious balms must not be allowed to
break my head. . ) .

It is urged, thatif religion be the proper concern of the CI.VIJ
Ttuler, there is nothing to prevent it in that case from devol'vu*‘g
upon him entirely, so that the cace of souls“shoulfi come withia
his immediate province. And, in the next place, it is qonteqded,
that there can be nothing to prevent him from feeling himself au-
thorised to impose upon his people whatever religion he might
think:proper to prescribe. And thus, it s said, the Civil Ruler
may consider himself empowered, not to assume the spiritual
functions, but, for the propagation of that religion which he deems
to be true, to exercise a spiritual dominion over the consciences of
his subjects. . .

But, the very religion, which the Ruler is bound to support,—
I spenk here of the Christian Ruler of’ course, with no other have
we any concern—that very religion dehars lhim from the assump-
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tion of such pawers. Hisauthority is at the snme time his rectiditil
The Christian Governor has no right to prcsg‘ibc grainst the known
Jaw of Gad, contained ju his written word> And that very law,
which has proclaimed, that ¢ Kings shall be the nursing -fathers
and Queens the nursing mothers”™ of his Church; that they are to
protect and Cherish it with the supreme powers with” which they
are invested; has pronounced, that it is His Church, to which
they are to afford their fostering aid ; that it as Supreme temporal
Rulers, they are to minister support ; and that it is to the Relis
gion, which God prescribes, that support is to be supplied.

The Sovereign, then is, in the first instante, withheld from the
exercise of functions purely spiritual ; because these are, by the
divine authority, confeired upon an otder of men, se?ﬁart, by a
speciaf commission irom our Lord himself, to preach his religion,
and to administer his sucraments ; a commission, which not only
conferred those powers on his first chosen followers, but secured
their transmission to an authorised ministry, by a legitimite sucs
cession, throoghout all the ages of hisChurch.  From the exercise”
of these functions, then, or the bestowing the capacity to exeidise
them, the Sovereign is vestrained.  This is a matter of Divine in<
stitution. The Civil Magistrate can neither’ confer, nor exereise;
the sacred function. "I'o him belongs not the power of order. He
can neither execute, nor qualify any to execute the miristration
of the word and the sacraments. Ile cannot change any thing,
which God’s law has clearly determined and prescribed. All those
spiritual functions, in a word, which were possessed by the Apos-
tles, and by those whom they commissioned, are withheld by the
Divine appointment from the jurisdiction of the Sovereign, and
confined to that class of men whom God ordained to succeed then
in his Church. ‘T'liese are from a_commission higher than human,
and therefore no human power can be permitted to usurp them,

Again, the Sovercign cannot prescribe in favour of a religion
that denies the right of private judgment, and that exercises a do-
minion over conscience. Being bound to employ a free judgment
upon the written word of God, in vider to ascertain that what he
proposes for the instruction of his people is not inconsistent with
that word, he cannot deny to them the same freedom of inquiry.
The law of God is itselt the law of libetty. He will there find
nothing to coerce conscience. An early Father has saidy * it be«
Jongs not to religion to foree religion.” * The language of the Gos
pel more poweriully proclaims the same. ‘The Sovereign, who
obeys the Christian law, cunnot establish a religion which main-
tainsthe contrary. Such a religion he must know not to be the
religion of the Gospul. And therefore every form of religious
belief, that contains within it principles subversive of the right of
private judgment, he must disclaim as an auxiliary of the State.
On the ground of religious liberty, he must indecd grant eten to
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this ftolerant system, toleration, " But that foleration must’ never
grow into power ; for then tolération to’ dne:becomes : intolerance
toall. The principles, it is manifest, ‘that are'most directly sub-
versive of religious freedom, are those by which a” Church _claitns
for itself the possession of infallibleauthority, and exclisive salva-
tion. And in degree 23 any Church-approaches to these unscrip-
tural and arrxant éumplions, it becomes proportionally into-
lerant ard per ing” . o

The King cannot therefore, as we have seen, take to himself
the right to exercise or to confer spiritual furctions: ncr can he
adopt for his pcople a religious system, which labers under- any of
the disqualifications which have been enumerated. FHe caniiot
adopt a system, which presents no defined and settled form &f
doctrine and belief: nor can he adopt a system, which aseerts a
supremacy over Scripture, over consciénce, or over the Soveréign
himself. Much less can he adopt a system, which ascerts a su-
premacy over g\ll ;'and still more a suprepiacy founded in pvixe
ricrrt{ which no human authority is entitled to question.

‘1 he Church of England and lreland presents herseif under cha-
racters the opporite of those that have been named. She presents
herself as Scriptural, as Catholic, as Telerant, as Social, as Lozal,
and as Proleslant. She presents in her Articles,” her Creeds and
ber Liturgy, a seitled and defined scheme of doc/rine and worship ;
for the spiritual nature and authority of which she refers 'and
invites her followers (to the free examination of the Sécred - word.
And for her discigling, she refers to her Canens, which are few
and plain.
~~  Agnin, the Cburch of England and Ireland presents hcreelf as

Catholic. She pretenis not to be exclusively the Church-of Clirist,
out of whose pale there can be no_salvation. Whatever ceamu-
nity of professing Christians ‘holds the essentials of the' Clristian
religion, she considers to be a branch of the Church of Chrisr,
To all such she is readyto give the right hand of fellowship; and
for such she continually offers up ber petitions to the Thvone cf
“Grace: praying daily *¢for the good estate of the Catholic,” &t
universal Christian « Church;” however the parts of that Church
may differ from her as to that external form of Government which
she deems to be Arostolical. oo
The Church of England and Treland also prescnts herseli as
Tolerant. Built up on the sound fundamrental principles of Pro-
testantism ; respecting the rights of conscience; assrming to her-
relf no power to control the jedsment of those who differ from her
doctrines, no divine right to compel obedience to her dogmes’;
that Church would adt with great inconsistency, indeed, if she
refused toleration to those who caanot canscientionsly conform to
ber discipline and worhip. Not holding the fzclusive dactrine, that

¥
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none are to be saved swho are without the psle of her communion,
sutolerance in Jier would want even the appearance of excuse. It —~—
would be a wanton violation of her awn principles, a direct con-
tradiction of her whole character. .
-, Again, the Church of England and TIreland presents hervself a

Social ; thatis, as adapted to the rational And legitimate inter-
courses and objects of -the Social System. Her mirnisters employ
no artificial contrivances to gain an ascendant power over the
minds of the multitude, which might be turned at their_ plessure
against the weifare of the Community. The Bible contains our
‘seccets.  We put into the hanls of all, the very boek, frém which
we derive the religion which we teach and we enzble, and indecd
Tequire all to judge for themselves, whether what we teaeh be the
the doctrine of the revealed word of God. Whether then the
principles, which regulate the social intercourses of our ecclesias-
tical svstem, be such as to promate or to’ disturb the harmony of
social order, it is in the power of all men to decide.

Again, the Church of Englird and ireland presents herscif as
Loyal.- Her aliegiance i undivided. No nice distinctions in the
submission due to the Sowereign, as to spiritucls and temporals.
No difficuly in discovering the fine and shiftinz line, thak'is to mark
the boundary between the obedience to be given to the Prince,
and that which is to be reserved for some other Power. Ojr
Church is explicit in declaring, that the Christian religion alows
the Prince to “ rule ail estates and degrees committed to his charge
by God. whether they be erclesiastical or temporal, and to re-
strain withthe civil swurd the stubborn and evil doers™ of all de-
gcriptions, whether they be of a spiritual, or of 2 merely temporal
character. Desirous to lay the fuundation deep of cheerful sub-
mission to the Sovereign, the Magistrates, and the Laws, she is
studious to imprint on early childhood the valuahle lesson, “to
honour and obey the King, and all thut are put in authority under
him ;e gsubmit themselves to all their Governors : to order thiem-
selies lowig and reverently to all their betters; andi to do their duty
in that state’qf jife unto which it shall please God 10 call them.”
This lesson, wich is eariy taught and late inculcated, is also with-
out reserve or quiification : the sgirit of obedicuce to the King,
and to the Laws, Nzcerselly enforced, without reference to any
ccclesiastical authorXy, to learn in what cases that obedience may
be conscientiously wiNsheld.

¢ Scain, i‘n. the d.aii_v strvice of cur Church, prayers are offered up
for the weifure of the Sovereign, both tewnporul and eternal, whilss !
“ lwe and all bis subjects™ are reminded of our oblization * faith-
fully to serve, honour, and humbly obey himi;” and the Monarch
At the same time kept in recollection, that his authority is derived
from the King of Kings, and is given to him for the great ends

3
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\
of promoting the glory of God, and the happinees' of his "people ¢
and,- that he may, ¢mploy his-aathority for these epds, is.made the
subject of a special petition from his people.” - -~ e

. Lstablished as she is ‘on the foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the cliief corner stone ; .pro+
viding,  as far as buman prudence can, for a succession ,of faithfal
1men to inculcate the great mystery of Godliness and the true: value
of the Christian.virtues upon the people:-duly administering, the
‘Sacraments of Christ's institution : propounding scriptural ,artigles
of faith, and supplying devotional formularies of public worship :
‘exhibiting a Catholic spirit towards all other Christian Churclies,
and a charitable fecling for her own members : setting the examplg
of tolzration, of adaptation to the wants and circumstances of
society, of eminent loyalty and of sourid Protestantis, what can
the State’require for” the purpase’ of utiljity, what can religion
demand for the propagation of its influence, if the members of a
Church, so circumstanced, will’ but do their duty, faithfully, in
. the dinportant station, in which it has plcased Providerce to place
them ? ) ’

And may Almighty God, who has appoinged the divers Orders
‘of his Church, so-replenish these who &li dz%cﬁe wlth the truth
‘of his doctrine, and s0 endne them with inndcency of life, that
they may serve before him in their sacred ministry, to the glory of

his great name, and to the salvation of the souls entrusted-te
ytheir charge, through Jesus Cbrist our Lord. Amen. - .

EDUCATION IN IRELAND.

The Commissioners of  Education Inquiry,” appéinted by the
House of Commons, have presented their Ninth aad final Report,
dated London, June 2, 1827. This was ordered to be printed.on
the 18th of the same month. .

1t will be recollected by our readers, that in thcir First Report,
they had recommended that schaols should be established in Ife-
land, in which the children of Roman Catholics, and of the dif~

. fereat sects of Protestants, should be taught toggther, each school
having masters of the same denoinination with those of the parents
of the children. The Commissioners now say : .

¢¢ During the progress of our inquirles ints these Institutiors, we were re-
quested by his Ercctiziey the Lurd Licutenent to submit to the ot of wctval
-esperiment the pau of educetion recoanpe.ded in cur .t Repocrj and, i or-
der to enable us as weil to ciect this, as to complete the inguiries in which we
were alteudy cngeged, your Mujosty was greatiy pleased to citend for & year the
period origiaally atlotted for the duvution of our connpision. . .

¢ It has thercfore Lacome ous dily to represeut to your Majesty, that, inour.
attempt to eect that object, we hive expesiescsd difieuitics, whicl kave nnt
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only p:cvcntcd us from establishing schools in which the experiment might bé
fu'ly tried, but have induced us to desist altogether from any further proceedings-
in that undertaking.” p. 3. ‘

The insurmountable difficulty referred to, was the arrangements
of the book, the use of whicly formed so essential a part of the
p'an so recommended. They say, ¢“until this preliminary step
would be secured, it would have been obviously premature to ap-
point masters or provide school-houses. p. 5

The Commissivners say s -

¢ We beg leave to recal to your Ercellency’s reeollection the particulars of
a Minute of Conference heid between our Board and the four Foman Catholie
Archbishops on this subject, bearing date the eighth of January, 1¢25, and
which, so far as reiates to the works in question, was as follows : —

¢¢ ¢ Ia these suggestions, for uniting Protestant and Roman Catholie children
in literaty, and separsting them ouly for religious instruction, Dr. Murray ex-
pressed his concurrenee. "

¢¢ ¢ The Comnnissioiers then cbserved, that separate religious instruction~should
rot commeace uatil the differeace of religious belief should malke it impossible
for iastruotion any longer to be received in eommon ; and they inquired whether
it wou'd be ol:j:cted to, on the part of the Reman Catholic Clergy, that the moré
advauced of the Protestant end Roman Catholie children should at certain times,
during echool hours, read portions of the Holy Scriptures together, aud in the
same c'asses, but out of their respective versions, subject to proper regulations,
and in the presence of their respective Protestant and Roman Catholic teachersy
suzgesting, at the same time, that opportunities might be afforded to the teach.
e, of each persuasioa t3 cxphin to the children separately the portions se
read ? e . »

¢ ¢ Dr. Murray answered, that serious dificulties would exist in’ the way of
such an arrangement, and, in lieu of it he proposed that the Holy Scriptures-
shou!d be used on’y when the Roman Cathoiic children should be taken apart
for the purpose of receiving religious instruction ; and hesaid that there cou'd
be.no passible objaction to the Roman Cathoiic children then reading out of the
sacred volume itself the gospels and epistles of the week; he added; that ne
cbjection would be made to a harmony of the gospels being.used in the general
education which the chiidren shoud receive in eommon; nor.to a volume con-
taining extracts from the Psalms, Proverbs, and Book of Feclesiastieus, nor to a
volume coutaining the h'story of the Creation, of the Deluge, of the Patriarchs,
of Joseph, and of the deliveratce of the Jcraelites, extracted from the Oid Tess.
tament ;, and that he was satisfied no dufficu’ties in arranging the details of euch
works would arise on the part of the Roman Catholic Clergy.

¢¢ ¢ The Commissioners then stated, that they considered it of the utmost mo-
ment that no books or catechisms should be admitted, either in the course of the
literary or religious instruction, containing matter caicu'ated to excite contempt,
hatred, or any uncharitable feeling, in any class, towards persons of a differcat
religious persuasion. )

¢ ¢ To this Dr. Murray cordially.assented.’ "* p. 5, and Fisst Beport, p. 96..

Beveral plans were submitted, first to the Protestant Archbishops -
and Bishops, and then to the Roman Catholic Prelates, to obtain
such a compilation of the Scriptures as would be unexceptionable
to both partics, ‘Two selections were submitted, one by the-Pro-
sestdnt Bishops, entitled “ Scripture Léssons;” another by “the
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TRoman Catholics, cilled « Christian ,Lessons.” On- the former
‘being submitted to Dr. Murray, the titular Archbishop of Dublin,
be replied, in a letter to the President of the Commissioners—

¢¢ As the work which you have kad the goodness to send me is a complation
taken exclusively and verbatim from the Protestant version of the New Tes-
tament, I think it wou'd be opea to the objections already stated by the Catho'ie
Archbishops to the Commissioners with reference to a similar work. Allow me,
howerer, to observe, that these objections might, in my opinion, be removed, if
the matter of the work were abstracted both from the Catholic and Protestant
vessions, where they substantially agree, without the wonls being taken throughout
lizeratiza from either, according to the principles explained by us to the Com-
missioners, when last we had the honor of an isterview with them.” p. 12

A work prepared by one of the Commissioners, entitled ¢ Chris-
tian Lessons,” it was understood would be approved by the Roman
Catholic Clergy. On this being submitted to them, they made
some alterations in it, and proposed it as the school-book.

This work 'was submitted by the Commissioners with thesfollow-
Aing description, to the Archbishop of Dublin.

1 Yeur Grace will see that it mnhﬂ:s, printed in italics, some few sentences
of introductory and exp! J matter, which are added to the extracts from tire
Scriptures. . .

¢ it will also oocur to your rotiee, that throughout the work the authorized
version has not been iuvar:abiy followed, the teat being in part takea from that
of the Douay.

¢ In some instances, too, the sense is expressed in word<which, though intend..
ed to be o faithiul trans'ation of the original, are notin the precise langrage
of either version. Your Grace will observe also, that a few of the lessons have
been put together with a view to incu’cate particular Chyistian Cutles, “the teuts
composing which huve been sclected from various parts ¥f the New Tstzment,
according to the discretion of the compiler. The remainder of the work appeans
Dot to dutler.very materia'ly from the sciections submitted to our motice by the
Archbishop of Dublia ; ard it has been :ubmitted to us under the idea that it
might (if at a!l admissible) be nuch improved and enlnrged, by the introduction
of some extraets, as well from the Gid Testament, as from the Acts of the Apos.
ties and the Epistie.”? p. 13

The ;'ollowing extract from the reply of the Lord Primate to
Thomas Frankland Lewis, Esq. President of the Commissioners,
wiil shew some of the objections to the « Christian Lessons.”

¢ 1 am nor to inform the Commissioners what cbjections ean be made, ca the
part of the Establi:hod Clurch to the volume which they have subuulted. To
we it appears, that thi poist st issue between the two voiumes is o less than
that geeat question between the Churches of Rome and England, ¢ what is the
rule of faith »* The Church of Roaw gives authority, the Church of England
Kives cuidence, as the basis of Cheistianity : the latter appears as a fuilhfud
witness of the sacred reconds, and of the interpretation which has been put
upoa them by the fint believers ; the formes, es an infullibis teacker, drawing
Ler doctrines and institutions from herseif, or from a secret store of traditioa,
which is indepeadest of the written ward, and the key of wiich has been cow-
mated to hor custody by the great fowader of our roligion. Invur spitem the
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chureh is nothing without the Seelptures ; in that of Rome, its powets and do¢:
trines might bhave been us they ace, bad the New Testament never beea written.
This irreconcileable diffeience between tie two Churches appears upon d_xer fint |
inspection of the volunie now betore me.  The work which we prepared is pro-
vided with references to the sucved writers, so that esery reader may satisfy
himself of the fdelity of the quutation ; und jfhe be competent to'such inquis
rics, of the correctness of the original reudfig, und zccwncy of the version.
There are no refererces in the printed work, * The Chureh deivers her ¢ Chris-
tian Lessons,’ as they are styled, but without any intunation that they are de-
rived from a higher authority, There is nothing wherein a child or 2 peasant
could conjecture that there was such a buok us the MNew Testamicst in existence.
This omission Jou wiil pereeive to be of vital importance.  Should Goverament
or'the Legislature determine on insisting upen the circulation of the work, i€
wiil be our duty to submit ; but we could not express our consenty aud stiil less”
give o aetive suppoit to the measure, without withdrwing cur protest agaitst
the assumptions of the Chuich of Rome.” p. 13.

This letter also contains the copy of some resolutions which the
Roman Catholic Bishops had adopted, in reference to general ¢du=
cation, on the 25th of January, as follow :

7 ¢ 1. TTaving considered nttentively a plan of national education which has beerd
submitted to us—Resorved, that the adwission of Protestauts and Romun Catho-
ka intq the same schooly for the purpose of literary instruction, may, undér exs
siing circumstances, be aliowed ; provided suficient care be taken to protect
the religiva of the Roman Catholic chiidren, and to furuish them with adequate
means oi religious instruction,

€ 2. That in order to secure sufiicient protection to the religion of the Roman
Catholic chiidren, under such a system of education, we deew it necessary that
the master of cach schooi in whech the mujority of the pupils profess the Roman
(‘a&bo}gd Laith, be a oran Catholic ; aud that in sclroas in which the Roman
Cathonf: chitdren form only a nuinority, a permanent Ionmmn Catholie assistant
be employed, and thet such master und assistant be appointed upon the recom-
mendations, or w.th the express approval of the Romun Catholic dishop of the
diocese in which they are to be employed ;. and further, that they, or eitherof .
them, be removed upon the vepresentation of such Bishop, .

f¢ 4. That in conformity with the principle of protecting the religion of Roman
Catholic cl}ddreu, the books intended for their particular instruction in religion
shall be sc.ccted or approved by the Roman Catholic, Prelates ; 1o book or tract
for common instruction in Literature shall be futroduced into nny school in which
Roman ({gt@ohc chiidren are educated, which book or tract. may be chjected
%0, on reiigious grounds, by the Roman Catholic Bishop of the diocese in whick
sueh sehool is ewtablished, .

‘¢ 6. That appointed, as we have been, by Divine Providence, to watch over
and preserve the deposit of Catholic faith in Irciand, and responsible as we are
to God for the sou's of our flacks, we will in our respective dioceses, withhold
our concurrence and support from any system of education which will not fully
accord with tie priucipies etpressed in the furegoing resolutions.” p. 16,

The Archbishop of Armagh remarks upon these— |

L4
PO s . .
] t;1 Various misgivings are awakened in my mind by these resolutions; the sam
of them 1:; lxin.t tGhie sourccl: of the preseat diffeu ty lies out of the power of the
« v ne leave to’suggest o very easy mode of submitting. the
Justness of this opinion to experiment, One of the objects of the Commisionersy
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and 1 preswone the chiel ane, in recomutending schools of genemi instruction,
was that the kindly/ Yympathies of our nature, being uided by habits of youthful
companiouship, @ weil as the benigh precepts of the Gospely might be watured,
as life advanced, into the charitics of Christisn neighbourhood. - 1t is obvious,
however, that the success of this endeavour will cntirely depend on the care
with which sicister intucnces are excluded from the minds of the children,
during the scasons sct apart for their separute imstruction in the teaets of therr
respective religions.
¢ The Roman Cetholic catechism, which will of course be used on these
occastons for the ckiidren of that communion, /coutains the, following questions
and answers : . - -
¢ Q, }» there but one true church ?—A. Aithough there be many sects, there
is but one true retigion, acd onc true church. . t - .
& Why is there but one true church ? A. As there is but one true God, there
can be but eue truz church \
¢ (3. How do you csli the true church >—A. The Romen Catholic Chureh
« Q. Areall ob.igd to be of that true church? —3. Yes. .
46 Q. "Why are ali cbliged to be of that wrue church? A, Because no cone
can be saved out of it. -
4z Q. How inuny ways are there of- sinning against faith?—A. Chiefly three,
€ Q. What arc these three ways 2—A. Iinst, by not secking to know what
God has taughs ; sccoad.y, ey not beligvizg wiiat God has taught, &e. -
¢ Q. Who are they thut do “niot bedeve whet God bas taught 7—A. Heretics
und infde’s. : ) '
¢« The Commissioners will surcly agree with me, in thinking that it would be
desitable to have these passages eapunged ; that as long as they shail continue to
be prirately izculcated upon the Roman Catholic children by their refigious in-
structors, uny other lessons they may receive will teach them dissinwuiation rather
than condial good feeling. The same wise and benevolent miotives which make
the Commissioners desirous to discover a religious book which might be common
to all parties, must inspire the anxiety that what is pecuiiar in religion should be
conveyed to the youthful mind without poisoring or drying up the fountain of
those sentiments, which neat to the love of God, it is tie great business of the
“Gospel to feed and  purify—¢ peace on earth, good will towards man.’ Let
them, then, endeavour to remove these questions and answers, Should they
succeed, the appointment of their Board wilidndeed be an auspicious era
in the history of ta’s country. But if they fail, or if it should be their fecling
that they ought not to try—tist these matters are beyond their sphere, that they
Telate so exc.usively 1o religion as not to be approached without invading the
Eghts of conscience, 1 ecan no longer elude the desponding conviction, that their
wishes wiil be disappsiuted, and their labours incfiectual.” pp. 16, 17.
. v

The following letter from the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Dublin, will shew the termination ac which- this business arrived.

¢ Dear Sir—T1 have been honored with your letter of the 14th instant, inti-
mating a wish 12 rec2ive an auswer to the suggestion_contained in the following
communication addressed 1o your Board by the Prelates of the established
Church : —¢ We suzgest to your Board' the propricty of obtaiuing from the Ro-
man Cathoiic Prelales, previous to the reception of sry new propesal, an expli-
it anssrer as to their wininguess or unwillingness to recommend the use of our
compilution in the national schools, with such modifications as may be agreed
upon.’ .

¢ On the sobject of this communication, I did hope that you wouid be saved
the trouble of making further inqui,y, 0o oll reasonable ground of doubt &p-
peared to me to be rumoved by my lelter of the 17th July and 26th December
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of last year. I oan, however, have no ditficulty In ftating ancw, in'ténny if por=-

sble, more explicit than I did- before, that the Roman Catholic Prelates ob-
jected to the compilation in question, on the ground that jt is composed of pas
sages taken exchwsively and verbatim from the Protestant translation of-the New
Testament ; and that so long as it shall contiLuc to retain that character, - they
will not recommiend the use of it in the national schools, under any modification-
which it can assume.-

¢¢ ] will avail myself of this opportunity to express an opinion, which you-will
not, Iam sure,- consider at variance with that respect which I sincerely enter--
tain for the Board of Education Incuiry; itis, that the Iuard has created foc
itself 8 very needless difficully, by requiring, as a maticr of necesity,
aay scriplural compilsiion to be used 172 schools for the puryose of generak
énstruction. 'Were the religious instruction of the children, confided « holly to
the care of theic respective pastors, what appears to be the only remaining.
ground of disagreement would be removed : and the rest of the plan suggested
by the Commissioners might without any dificulty, be cartied into ifuediate
and esteasive operution.” b 26.

As the Commissioners could not agree upon a united Report;.
three of them, T. Franklin Lewis, W. Grant, and A. R. Blake-

state as follows :- -
€€ YWe are still of opiniun, that for the children of the lowest orders-in-Ire--
tand, a system of separate education would be found to be pregnant with evils -
+ that it would tend to increase, rather thun to diminish, that distinetness of fee!--
ing betwween peasons of different religious penuasions, which is aiready too pre-
vacnt: and we think it thereforc most desirable, that a systen shou'd be
adopted, uader which tac children might imbibe similar idcas, aud form con-
genial hablts, axd from which swspicion shoud, if possible, be banished, and
the causes of distrust oad jealowsy be effectually removed, !
€< We are of opiuin, aso, that no system of education can be considered se-

deserving of that name, which shall nut seek to lay the fourdations of all mund -

cbligatios in reiigious instruction ; but as the difierence of titeir respective tenets-
resders it duficu t for children to receive religious instruction together, we atisl
think that no bettzr course can be adopted thun that of uniting chidren of the-
diferent persuasions, for the purposc of imstructing them in the general objects-
of literary know.cdge, and of providing facilities for their instruction separutely,
waen the difference of religicus belief readess it imposibic for them any. longes
to leam together,

46 Although we have fuiled in the attempt to combire rcligions with literary
instructions, to the eatent originally coutemplated by us, we sull think that
cbject may, to a limited extent, be eﬁ'ectcd.; p- 28

"Two other Commisioners, J. Leslie Foster and James Glassford;
Esgrs.in a letter to the Fecretary of S:ate, which they requested
might be appended to the Keport, strongly advocate persevering
endeavours in the great objectin view. We give a short extract : —

‘¢ In the variety of p'ans and systems actually punued, we sce different mears
and prospects of success.  We conceive this to L no longer a matter of specu-
lation, but demonstrated by every day's experience.—Auy plun for compelting
ali the varieties of schools to give way to oue infesible farm, would in our op:-
vion be a great mictzke, We chould say 5o, even if thut particular form %ad
sppFoved iteelf to bs practically good : Lut we think it weuld be a still greuter



Reformation in Ireland. 41

and more dangerous error, to act exclusively on any new principle, while its
merits should rest only on a theory. % * *

¢¢ While, therefore, we are ready to promote the trial of any experiment that
may suggest new means of useftdness, or which may perhaps be more fitted for
some districts hitherto less accessible than others, we cannot too strongly express
our opinion, that any such experiment ought to be considered only as an accom-
paniment fo those means which experience has approved to be useful, and not as
leading to the suppression of any tried instrument of good.’*—Correspondence,
p. 4—Irish Chron. of Nov. 1827,

. SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN IRELAND,

In 1809, the number was seveuty-three. In October last, the
Sunday School Society for Ireland reported, as under its care, one
thousand nine hundred and forty-five, taught by fourteen thousand
four hundred gratuitous teachers, and containing one hundred and
sixty-three thousand scholars!—seventy-five thousand of whom
can read their Bibles, and are permitted to carry them home, for
the benefit of their parents and friends.

The expenditures of the year amounted to two thousand five

hundred pounds ; of which three hundred pounds were ¥ubscribed
by Sunday School children in England, in sums of one penny
each,
The Report baving been read, gnd a motion made for its ac-
ceptance, the meeting was thrown into confusion by a number of
Catholics, who appear to have attended for no other purpose. For
half an hour, the uproar was so great that no speaker could be
heard. At length the tumult partly subsided, and amidst many
interruptions, the business of the meeting was continued and con-
cluded. The Liverpool Courier speaks of the outrage as “unpre-
cedented in the annals of Liverpool meetings.”—Western S. S.
Visitant,

S—

REFORMATION IN IRELAND.

EXTRACT ¥FROM A PRIVATE LETTER FROM IRELAND RELATIVE TO THE NEW
REFORMATION. ’

To the Editor of the Christian Sentinel.

Rev. Sir, ,

I have perused with much interest your occasional notices of
the rapid progress of the reformed religion in Ireland. Itis difficult
from the public journals of that divided country, in which party
spirit runs so violently high, to form a correct estimate of the real

G
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state of religious affairs. We cannot, however, doubt the deli-
berate statements of a Nobleman of Lord Farnbam's exalted rank
and character. But there is another source of information on this
deeply interesting subject, to which I would feel disposed to ren-
der yet tnore impiicit credence; I mean the private correspond-
ence of well informed and correct friends resident in Ireland.
The letter from which 1 enclose you the following extract was re-
cently written by one whom I have tong known and regarded with
a brother’s love and esteem. From that personal knowledge of the
character of the writer, I would willingly pledge my honour for
the truth and correctuness of every syllable.

¢ The situation of Ireland at present fixes the attention of the religieus and
reflecting. The Reformation, deducting for the exaggerations of interested
parties, seeins to be darting its roots through the four Provinces. The poor and
“illiterate, as in the days of the first establishment of Christianity, form the ma-
jority of the converts ;—for God chooses the base things of this world to cov-
Sfound the mighty, and the wisdom which he withholds from the wise and pru-
dent, of this world, he revealeth to babes—nevertheless, the conversion of
some persons of note now and then takes place. The newspapers of ove side
ring with triwmph, while the opposite party endeavor to depreciate the charac-
ter of the person or to throw doubts on the truth of the fact. Coexisting cir-
cumstatices wre in unison with this state of things. The Chweeh is frequented
more than the Theatre, Books of devotion dispute the possession of the toilette
table with works of imagination. The Sacrament is no ionger considered as an
unmeaning ceremony, The young Clergy think less of their horses and guns,
and mwore of the souls of their Parishioners., Charitabie Soeieties. increase.
Meetings to promete the diffusion of the Scriptures among the poor,. take- place
almost every day ;-—and finally, the placards, instead of infurniing us what thc
Play is to be, announce that on such anight a Sermon will he delivered on the
absurd doctrine of Transubstantiation, or the unscriptural practice of Latin
prayers. This day’s paper mentions the formal recantation of Miss Burke, niece of
a Roman Cathotie Bishop, and the novelty of an English Muss instead of Latin
in many of the Chapels in the north.  So that the seeds of that great ehange
which were long ago discerned hy the eagle vision of Dr. Magee are beginning
now to manifest themselves to many. In particular the prophetic hooks of Scrip-
ture have been treated with singular ability by the finst divines of the age ;—und:
mien the most temoved from enthusiasm of character or precipituncy of judo-
ment, after u sober perusal of these writings, declare themscives satishied thet
the present state of titings, as well as that of the last five and thirty vears, is
ail accurately predicted in the writings of Daniel and St. John. ¢¢ Krere's coin~
bined view of the Prophecies’” gives perhaps the clearest vicw of the subject.
1t is about to be published anew, being run aut of print.”

I think, Mr. Editor, you will agrce with me that a sobriety and
temperance of tone pervades the above extract, sufficient to eon-
vey even to a stranger strong infernal evidence of veracity. But
I who am well acquainted with the remarkably fine understanding
and exemplary principles of’ the writer feel not a shadow of doubt
on the subject. In addition 1 would remark that so far from his
being influenced by party spirit, his family connexions (which are
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ot the first grade in Irish society) are strenuous advocates for
tatholic emancipation.
I remain,
Rev, Sir, ‘
Yours, fraternally,

. .

January, 1898.

LXTRACT FROM A LETTFR FROM A GENTLEMAN IN IRELAND TO I8 FRIEND

IN QUEBEC.

Having related so much of our former friends, school-fellows,
&c., permit me, now my friend, to say a few words on a subject of
imuch greater consequence. One that deeply interests all well-
wishers of our dear-country ; ene onwhich we warmly argued last
winter, but differed only with respect to the means to be used in
bringing it about. )

The conversions continue to gain ground daily, and within the
last few days, no less than seventeen persons conformed to our
Church, many of whom are highly respectable, and all of them
Bersons of good character; great caution being used that no others

e received, or that their change proceeds from pure motives.

In the County of Sligo seven recanted last week; and a highly
respectable family possessed of considerable property in the same
County, it is reported; will come forward next Sunday.

On the whole the reformation continues to progress tapidly, and
1 can only assure you that fear alone prevents its being more ge-
neral, Imean fear of an enraged and bigotted Priesthood, who
view; with the greatest alarm, the general spread of the true light
of the Gospel, and are now naking a desperate, but I trust, a last
effort to extinguisli the light of reason and pure religion, but our
poor deluded countrymen are now becoming too enlightened not
to perceive the errors of Popery.

Schools and Lducation are rapidly spreading throughout the
country, and the increased demand for Bibles and religious works
is truly astonishing; this is what the Roman Catholic Clergymen
dread most and they are daily using every means possible to sup-
l)ress the circulation of Protestant works antong their wavering

\earers. . _

‘The Ministers of Popery have been constantly worated whenever
they dared to meet in open discussion; and so thoroughly are they
convinced of this now, that they avoid all public disputation.

Controversial Sermons are to be daily heard in some one of our
Churches, and I believe Dublin never was blessed with more pious
or able Clergy than at the present moment. Our friend Jones in-
tends to publish a small work about March, giving an account of
the number of Cgnversions for the last three years, the number of
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Bibles and Prayer Books distributed duting tiyat peried, and.a: fow
of the most able discourses {controversial) that have aever gppeaced
in print—-he has already made considerable progress in the work, |
but his health is so delicate at this moment, that his friends have
prevailed on him,ta prowise to visit France for a shorl time and on
his veturn heintends o finish his wark. - '
» T saw him this morning and he requests to be. hindly, remem.
bered to you ; says you Lave not yet answered his fetiér of June
Jast, a very long one, giving you an epitome of all that took phlice
from your departure to that date on thjs subjecs. - * =r = 7 3
Pray inform me of thie numbgr.;of Churches. Schools and reli-
gious” Institutions in Canada, state of religion, education, &c.
Do ndt forget the publications youpromised. - had neatly forgétien
to say:that-a-number of recantations have lately taken place in the
south.~the excuses of the Roman Catholic Clergy, on -these occa-
siohs are truly ridiculous, many of whom go so far-as to assemt
that ‘bribery, fear of displeasing landlords, :&c.. are the leading
causes of the reformation. . oo
v+ Theiri sifuation must be ‘perilous” indeed, when they resort to
such means to. doceive- their hearers, hut time will shortly solve
this great doing of. the: Almizhty and bring every thing to_light;
aud, my friend, may you and | live to see.Ireland completely -
cipated from the worst and - vitest of slavery; thatof blindjkno-
rance, and political emancipation will follow (withont whi
would be dangeraus,) then we may congratulate ourselves ashivi

in the best and finest country in the world: I have scribblyd the
foregoing in 2 hurry; nat being aware of a vessel for Quebke until
ay arrival in town this merning. o
“ N !

NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS,

A LETTIR T THF (ERCY AND CONGCHEGATION3 OF THE CHURCH OF ENG-
‘LAMD IN FHE DWCHsE OF WOEHEC, IN HELATIUN T) ruML AX)ATING
LIEFLRLNLLS OF OPINIGN BESPECTING THE CLELGY KESERVAS AND Ak~
AN OTHER POINTS, FROM THE BISHOP OF QUEBEC. )

’
' .

Most of onr readers 1re aware that for several months past. somme
of the pubhic journals of these Provinces have teumed “with
comnuzications on the cubjectof the Bishop's Letter —many of
thése breathed a'pirit of 2emonious hostility, bitter feeling and
even personal vituperation which, though too oiten eshibited in
maiiers of controversy, is totally incompatible with the injunction
Af the Apostle: « If'it be possible, as much as lieth i you, live
peaceahly with all men.” ' . - ‘

Wirhoat at all desiring to enter into any controversy on this suh-
ject--on the contrany, with the full determination that' our pdges
shall pever be open t those who may have any desire to- continue
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. . .
§t,’we think it our duty to furnish our réadérs with a short &rate:
‘ment of the causes which have Jed to this unfortunate dispute,
-Ju the 8l1st year of His lale Majesty's reign, oné'seventh of the vs-
coneeded lands in -Lower Canada and of the whole of Upper Cé-
nada was appropriated, by 2n Act of the Parliament of Great Dii-
taini,, for the maintenance of ¢ a Protestant Clergv'" in these Pro-
vinces. This Aet p-intsout, in its various clauses relative to an
Ecclesiastical establishment, the Clergy of the’Churc¢h of England
and nere other.  About two years after the (passing of thl’sbAcL
‘His Majesty, the more effectually to avail hinigell of its provisions;
erected these Provinces into a Diocese and appointed a Bishop with
perpetual succession to preside over its affairs § and subsequently;
vwhen the Clergy became sufficiently numetous, constitutcd - the
Bishap and them a Corporation with perpetual succession for fhe
management of the Reserves. Hitherto the Bishop and his Cletyy
had gone .on quietly, and without open opposition, -in the work
-of plaoting the Church in this Discese: and their right to the
.property allotted for that purpose was unquestioned. But the last’
-act of the Imperial Government above:mentioned arcused the jea-
lousy of another Protestant denomination, who forthwith com-
mence I'that system of aggression which has led to such violens
animosity, and called forth the interference of our truly Aposto-
lical Bishop. *< It is the sincere desire of my heart . before God
(says His Lordship,) sithout compromising the interests whiclh 4
am bound to maintain, to allay the irritation and viclence of feeling-
which every true Christian must grieve to see produced by a ques-
tion of temporal provision and support.” (iur readers, we.are per-
suaded, will agree with us in our decision that, in this deeply to
be lamented busincss, the Clergy of the Church of England could
not have been the aggressors ; they will also, therefure, agree with
us in the opinion that our good Bishop has spoken the language of
the utmost Christian forbearance towards his adversaries, when he
says “our own defenders may have occasionally been betrayed inte
some heat or impropriety, but I am not aware that we have ever
attacked any party, and although the circumstance of our enjoying
superior rights, might perhaps have led us to expect that we should
-not enjoy them unmolested, some of the attacks which we have
sustained during the last few years are such us we could not bave
looked for from fellow-Christians.—#* * * * But the manner and
spirit in which these attacks have been conducted are 1eprobated,
1 fully persuade myself, by the respectablé members of other de-
nominations, and the mischiei will be made ultimately to retnn
upon the heads of its authors.” .
Disclaiming all controversy on the merils both of the claim sct
up by the adversaries of the Church of England, and of the argu-
ments orged by the Bishop inits defence (though we may be
2Howed to make the passicg remark that they appear to us to be
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unanswerable,) we shall content ourselves with one more quotation
from that portion of his Lordship's Letter which is particularly
devoted to the inculeation of that pure spirit of Christian c]mrit:y
which breathes through the whole of this Apostelical cpistle.

¢¢ These sre the heads of argument,- which bring me to a clear conclusion,
that it is our duty to contend moderately but firmly against uil change o our res
lative situation.  { persuade myself that 1 shail never be thought the advocate of
rapaciousness or injustice ; that I shall never be supposed to recontmiend u high,
dizdainful, arrogant, intolerant spirit in the waintesance of otr plea; that I
shall never be suspected of wishing to support it by staicments vither delusive or
estravagant :—No, —if it can reaily be shewn that we are making an unjust
cluim and grasping at more thau is fuirly ours, let us subseribe with heart wud
hand to a renunciation of our pretensious ; let it be seen, I bestech you, that we
seck nothing but the Truth ; —that where we ny be wrong we are willing to Le
corrected 5 —that where we are right, we wish to make no unduc use of our ad-
vautage ;—that we ure actuated by the firm persuasion of being ¢ngaged in the
defence of our right and in the ultimate promotion of religious unity and peace.
Aund, such beiug our objecty let us, ¢ of ot be possible, as much as lieth in us,
live peaceebly with llnien,” —lctus not be ungry with others because thiy view
the case dificrently from ourselves, nor vioiate the swect charities of social inter-
course in the frank and open deciaration of our seutiments upon the question :—
Let us utterly disdain all recourse to indirect or nnworthy nwethods of farthering
our object.  Let no heart-burnings, if possible, exist, to be smothered in iil-
sustained disguise, or to blaze abroad in intemperate dispute : —above ull,—aud
it is ot a wutter of form that I discharge in making the recommes.dation,—
above ally let us commit our cause in prayer to the Providence of God, and be-
seech Him, that, weak and ill-judging mortals as we all are, we niay neither do
wrong to our ueighbour, nor receive it ut his hands: —Let us beseech Him alwo
that it we aspire to superior advautages, we may not be beliind in an cxempiary
Christian deportment 3 that we inay be made scnsible of our increased responsibility
to ¢ let our light shi:z before wmen,” und ¢ by our well-doiig to put te si-
lence” the voice of veproach. And you, my Reverend Brethreny ¢¢ I wsll
not be negligent to put you in remembrance of these thiugs though ye know
them," —see thsi you recommend our cause more by diligence in duty than by
contention iz argument :—it ought to be seen indeed, if full justice were ren-
dered to us, that we have no private personal interest in the question, and that
motives of sclf-indulgence and love of present praise would prompt us to open
the door to our competitors,—but if a sense of duty furbid it, we niust take heed
that we support our pretensions by our usefulness:—If our hearts canuot ussure
ug that we are watchtul, that we are circumspect, that we are so walking as
¢ that the Ministry be not blimed,” and that we shall ¢ be well spuken uf,
of them that are without,” —if we cannot say that we possess uay spirituality
of mind, or sizcere devotedness of heart in the cause of Christy~—then let us lay
our hands upon our mouths to stap the utterauce of every claim, and look for no
favor from God or Man :—Let it never be said or suspected that we have sought
o be ¢ put inte the Priesi’s cffice for a picce of silver and a snorsel of
bread.”’—DBut I have done ;—axd I part with you in the comfortable conviction
that if all eaithly support were withdrawn, we should still be seen to labour as
before, remembering that ¢ he that reapeth, receiveth wages” of more worth
than the world can give, ¢ &xd gathercth fruit unrto LaFe Erennar.”’

We shall conclude this article with the remark that the Bishop’s
recommendation has had the effect of suddenly silencing all
writers on the controversy in this Province, and of producing a sa-
lutary reformation in the tone and feeling of those who still cone
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tinue it in Upper Canada—and with a quotation from a writer in
the Kingston Chronicle who subscribes himself ¢ TrRuLy A Pres-
BYTERIAN" as the best comment that can be made upon the spirit
and good feeling of the letter.

¢¢ Alter the issuing forth of the nguseous and revolting trash which has for
some time back polluted our Newspapers, it is truly refreshing to see this Chris..
tian Bishop coming out in the Christiun manner he has done. * % ¥ He has re-
catled the attention of his own Clergy, and let us hope of ours also, to higher
interests than any which concern their temporal aggrandisement. It is tiuly cheer-
ing to see a may in the Bishop’s iniluential situation reminding the Clergy that
they are ¢¢ to support their pretensions by their usefulness” and thet the gprime
qualities which they arc to covet are ¢¢ spirituality of mind and sincere devoted-
ness of heart to the cause of Christ.”” O had the Clergy of all our Churches but
these quadities, how soon would our unseemly differcnces subside. We augur
wel! for 4 Church which possesses dignitaries so truly estimable as the Bishop,
let his blood or his Country be what they may—and we do pray, and that most
cordially, long may he be spared to labour in a Church of which he is so dis-
tinguished an orhament—much may he be refreshed by beholding the increasing
spivitual prosperity of that Church, and when removed from his Bishoprick to a
peaceful and undivided world, may his name be held in everlasting remembrance.”

A SERMON PREACHED AT KINGSTON, UPPER-CANADA, ON SUNDAY THE 25TH
Nov. 1#27—0N 0CCASION OF DIVINE SERVICE AT THE OPENING OF ST
GEORGE'S CRURCH~—BY THE VENERARLE GEORGE OKILL STUART. A4. M. L. L. D.
ARCH DEACON OF KINGSTUN, &C. &c.—PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.

In the last number of the Sentinel, notice was taken of the occa-
gion on which this Sermon was delivered. We sincerely congra-
tulate the inhabitants of Kingston on the completion of their ex-
ceedingly beautiful and commodious new Church. There is some-
thing sublimely affecting in the idea of dedicating a building for
ever to the Service of Almighty God. How many generations yet
unborn will assemble there to unite in the fervent prayer, inthe
song of praise and thanksgiving, and in listening to the proclama-
tion of God's revealed will, and his “inéstimable love’ to fallen
man “in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,”
of the precepts for their guidance, of the exhortations for their en-
couragement, of ¢ the means of grace” and of ¢the hope of
glory.” How many yet unborn will there be regenerated by the
waters of Baptism—entering into that covenant of mercy whereby
from ¢ being by nature born_in sin and ,the children of wrath,”
they shall be made the children of grace.” How many genera-
tions yet unborn will kneel before that Holy Altar to partake of the
bread broken and the wine poured out in grateful and pious obe-
dience to the command of a crucified Redeemer ¢ do this as oft
a3 ye drink it in remembrance gf me,” in faith and full assurance
that they are spiritually participating in the blessed effects of
{ hrist’s body broken and his blood shed on the cross for the remission
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of their sins, and that they will thereby experience that “strength-
ening and refreshing of their souls by the body and blood of’
Christ as their bodies are by the bread and wine” which is pro-
mised to all those who worthily partake of that holy Sacrament—
and finally how many souls will there be converted from the ways
of error, of ignorance or of vice to the paths of that holy Reli-
gion which will open up to them the ¢ sure and certain hope of the
Resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ”—
These are speculations which naturally occur to a reflecting mind
on the dedication or opcning of a new Temple erected to the
Livine Gop. And they may well be dwelt upon with mingled
feelings of love, devotion and Holy fear—of love to God for the
inestimable blessings conferred upon us—ef consequent devotion
to his service,—and of Holy fear lest we ourselves-as well as our
cotemporaries aud future generations should fall short of thejhigh
prize of our high calling.

There are reflections too of a nature less irportant because tem-
poral, butnot on that account to be thrown entirely cut of our
regards, which are naturally awakened i our minds by the open-
ing of a new Church for Divine Service. But these we shall give
in the words of the Arch-Deacon, as affording a good specimen of
his Sermon—and with these we shall conclude our very brief no-
tice of his discourse.

¢¢ Let us on this solemn and interesting occasion be thankful for the higher
blessings, hopes and rewards of the christian dispensation, and also call to re-
mentbraince the signal advantages and beuefits we enjoy and have experienced
under the protection of Almighty God from the first settlement of this Province,
(embracing a period nearly of half a ccnturyd) to the present time. I cannot
forbear, publiciy to dectare ¢¢ that God hath doie many great things for us.’”
Under divine providence we have a constitution and form of government conti-
nued to us, under which we live and are fuvoured with protection, enjoying lib-
erty and freedom to the extent that is consistent with the general interests and
welfare of society. .

We live in undisturbed right and enjoy the privilege of worshipping God ac-
cording to the dictates of counscience, cnlightened and informed by the word of
God.  In accordance with divine Revelation, in the Mouaic dispensation it was:
commanded that a maintenance should be set apart for those who served the Lovd,
in holy oflices and were the priest hood under that dispensation. A similar pro
vision is ¢njoined in the precepts of owr Saviour and recommended in the epistles
of the Apesties. Hence it has been the wisdem of our King and nation to es-
tablish a constitution of government for our benetit aud welfare, in which a dis-
tinction has been given to the Church, of which we are members, and in which
we have been instructed and educated. This pre-eminence is favourable aud
conducive to the general extension of christianity, and to the enjoyment of na-
tural, social and domestic happiness. No oppressivn or injustice is exercised to-
wards the Churches and congregations who difier from us in their mode of wor-
ship and the spiritual discipiines under which they are estabiished and inerease,
The donation is liberal, and yet not greater than is competent to the sacred oba
jects to which the same has been consecrated. No cxactions are imposed on
others, aud weaith is noi usurped from them for he: aggrandizement and “splen-
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dour. We all equaliy participate in the blessings and edvantages of Christinnity,
aud are happy under the protection of a miid, just and impurtial government

Lt us then comscientiously discharge our Christian obligations and perform our
moral duties by devotednexs to the semvice./of God, by copstitutional loyaity to
our King and to all in authority under him 3 and let us contmue in brotheriy
Inve and kindness one towards another, rendering unto Ged the things that are
God’s and to (xsar the things that are Cussar’s. ¢ Only fear the Lord and
scrve him in truth with all your heart : for consider how great things he hath
‘done for you.”

May Almighty God grant a blessing upon this and all our undertakings for his
wory, and asust us with his grace, that in all works, begun, continugd and
wnded in him, we muy giority his hoiy name, aud fualy obtain everlasting life.

SELECTED PAPERS.

v BAPTISM.
EXTRACT FROX WHARTON'S DEATH-BED SCENES.— MAS. BEERETON.

Not having observed Mrs. Brereton at Church for several Sun-
‘days, and having enquired of the pew openers, if they knew the
cause of her absence; I was informed that she had been ill, and
was gone inlo the country, to a more retired and quiet place, to
try the effect ofa change of airand scene. Her situation, although
she had no children of her own, was a responsible and laborious
one, ds she wasthe wife of a master manutacturer, who had many
apprentices in his family ; her constitution was delicate, and our
climate relaxing, The change, however, as I learned in the eve-
ning of the same day, had done no good; and she was returned, as
they supposed, to die at home; all hepe of saving her life having
vanished. In fact, her disorder was a rapid declive.

It was rapid indeed, and brought to my mind very forcibly the
extreme uncertainty of human things. [ had seen her, no long
time ago, in the full enjoyment of youth aud health ; her person
was beautifui, and her manners correspondently pleasing.  This
added to the scriousness of my meditations, and to my commisera-
tion of her present circumstances; but God Lnows best how to
govern his own world, and he is as merciful as he is wise. I was
shocked ; but I reposed in hin.

No message had been sent to summen me to the sick bed; but
1 was impatient to do something in so extraordinary a case ; being
confident,indecd, from my general experience, that even a few words,
and still more a prayer, might be a comfort and consolation to hgr
in her last moments. In truth, it was but my usual practice, in
less striking cases, to call unsummoned at the houses of sick per-
sons ; and, having ascertained the state of their he:alth, if I saw
an opening fur any thing further, to proffer my official assistance.

I did so now. My first interview was with Mr. Brereton's cousin,
who was watching over the manufactory, during the necessaty

1

S~



50 Selected Papers.

attendance of the poor husband himsell in his wife's sick chamber.
He intormed me immediately that Mrs. Brereton had been brought
up a Baptist ; that since ber residence here she Lad bcpn a regular
attendant at my Charch, although netagthe altar; and that pro-
bably she wonid have continued steadily in communion with us,
had it not been for her sickness, which had brought her oun
family about lier; and thus revived ber former persuastons. ¢ And
this was the reason, Sir,” he said, “ why my cousin has not sent
to you. His situation is one of great delicacy. He is very averse
from all interference with the religious opiniors, and practices of
his wifes and ke is besides unwilling to give any offence to her
mother and other relations.”

It was uurcasonable to abject to this statement ; and I therefere
merely asked- wlether any!' Baptist Minister was in atiendance
upon her. 1 think not,” was his answer. * Some time ago,
a man of eminence in that sect, an inhabitant of the neighbouring
parish, came to visit her, at the desire of her family; but he
seems to have discontinued his visits now;"when I shounld suppose
she might want them most ; and my ceusin is much disconcerted
with his apparent negligence.”

Under these circumstances of absolute spiritual destitntion, I
thought it my duty te oifer iny services, both to pray with her,
and to adwinister the Sacrament of the Leord's Supper; and 1
desired to sce Mr. Brercton hiwself, to converse with Lim on the
subject, if it were possible. I a short time he came to me ; but
he seemed extremely reluctant 1o embrace niy proposal; he ex-
pected, as he said, che Beptist Minister, that very duy: and he
thought his wite so i}, and sv Lttle in possession of her faculties
at that moment. having just recovered irom a comvulsive £it, that
he deemed her incapable of any religious act whatever.

It was ditlicolt for me to interfere further; especially as the
Baptist Minister was said to e coming, under whose charge her
family bad placed her. However, 1 prolonged the conversation,
talkiag about the opinions of the Baptists, and then to my amaze-
ment, I discovered that this poor dying lady bad never been bap-
tized atall. ¢ Wiat 2 I ashed, expressing my sorrow and sur-
prise by wy tore and masner; “is it possible, that she should
have been peimitted to approach so nearly 1 the close of fur
existence, and that no provisian should have been made for the
performance of' the haly rite of baptism 7"

“The Baptists,” satd Mr. Drereton, ¢ do nat seem to value that
ordinance, us we do.” ¢ Alas 1" | coatinuved * there is so much
fluctuation in the principles of almost alf the sectaties, that veu
searcely know what they are at any paticular mowment.  The dis-
tinetion of the Baptists from the other sects used 10 be, not that
they omitted baptism, but that they administered it to persons of
riper age, and by a complete immersion iv water.  In this case, it
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is ncedless to argue about the propriety of infunt baptism. Poor
Mrs. Brereton mustt be allowed to be of riper age, and fully pre-

ared for the ceremony, both by her knowledge, and by Fer lite
and habits.  And surely they cannot regire a complete immer-
sion, wlen itis physically impossible, or when death might be the
consequence. Do they think it so essential, that the sacrament
would be void without it 2 Or what mode have they adopted for
the sick, lest they should die unbaptized ?  Although it is very
certain that a complete immersion was the usual practice, where
there was abundance .of water for the purpose; yet it is by no
means certain that it was considered indispensable.  On the cor-
trary, it is scarcely credible that the thiee thousand persons con-
verted on the day of Pentecost could bave been baptized th that
manner ; and, in the case of a single fumily, that of Cornelias for
example, the expression would naturally jead us to suppose that
water was brought into the spartment where the family was assem-
bled. St. Peter sceing the Iloly Ghost bestowed upen thew,
exclaimed eagerly, ¢ cun any man forbid watcr, that these should
not be baptized?” I feel confident, therefore, in my own wind,
that these persons were all baptized, by pouring water upon them,
and not by dipping them. Undoubtedly, * ta dip,” is the true
sense of the expression, ‘to baptize;’ and such a practice was
extremely easy, where there weve rivers or lakes, or baths, at
hand ; and also perfectly safe, in a hot climate, where bathing was
in consequence a famihar custom of the people. But baptism
mnst have been administered again_and again, where imnrersion
was impossible ; and in our cold climate it would in general be
positivcly dangerous. It is indeed a known fact (I knowithe fact
myself), that persons have died in this country in .consequence of
discases caught by immersion.™ Upon the whole, thereiore, the
present practice amongst oursclves of sprinkling only, is both ne-
cessary, and reasonable, and not inconsistent, as a.s;,'mbol, witiy
the end proposed. Thus, Sir, I have taken some pains to explam
the matter to you; because I think it of the utmost importance,
that the administration of this holy rite to rs. Brereton should
not be delayed, and in order to justify you in proposing it to the
Baptist Minister, if he should come, or to hersclf, if he si:oni:l
not; for I am sure you must yourself’ be anxious, under such
aflicting circumstances, to escape the pang, which you migit
hereafter feel, if she departed hence without having been admitted
into the Christian covenant.” I studivusly abstained tromx sayiag
any thing about the legality of ministers.

Mr. Brereton, whatever might have been his former Iukewarn-
ness, was roused by thesearguments ; and he thanked me coraialy
far the great interest which T shewed for his poor wile and l:m.;:\-*h,
and agreed to act according to my advice. I therefere took my
lcave for the present, and promised to call on the fullowing
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Qay; regretting, howerver, that a whole day might thus be lost ¢
and not without fears that another opportunity might never occur,
" Arriving the next day according to my engagement, I found
that Mrs. Brereton was still worse, and that the minister of heg
sect had not been with her. This seemed to me quite unaccount-
able ; as I had always supposed that the' dissenters wwere particu-
Jarly diligent in their attentions to the sick; and indeed that one
cause of their popularity, above the established Clergy, had been
the apparent. superior zeal, which they displayed, in communi-
cating with their flocks. Iowever, this' Gentleman not having
come forward in a time of need, it became now decidedly my dury,
as being the lawful Parish Priest, to press more authoritatively the
suggestions of yesterday, and to offer myself” for their immediate
execution.

M« Brereton still hesitated. 1Ilis wife, he said, had fairted
again to-day through exhaustion ; and was now Iving apparently
more dead than alive. He had attempted to read to her, but she
seemed not 10 listen ; and if he put a question to her, she some-
times returned an incoherent answer, Yromall which he argued,
that nothing could now be done.

1 erquired if he had found a convenient opportunity of mention-
ing my call to her. He replied that he had, and that she desired
1 would accept her thanks for it ; and moreover, that she expressed
a wish to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, upon which
she had Eeard me preach once or twice.  With respect to baptisas,
having gently insinuated my remarks npcn it, she made no observa-
tion ar the time, and has been since iscapable, in conscquence of
a paroxysm of her disorder.
. There wus undoubtedly some difficulty in my way bevond what
appeared ; and I began to fear thae 1 should nos be able to discover
and remove i, so as to be of use to this poor lady, who had deeply
engaged my interest. Miss Drereton being present to-dav, and
entering into the conversation, I renewed all the zxrgnnu:nts of
vesterdav. and having stated, with all the force in my power, the
presunipiaousness, as it appeared to me, of Jooking for the Chris-
tian saliation without a compliance with the Christian ordinances,
and maore especially the initiatory one,—1 added. that in case of
death without baptism, 1 did not see, how 1 could legally perform
the last sad and solemn rite of burial. My practice had been
Tot to enquire into these matters, byf to suppose that every thing
had bee'n corrcetly done.  Mere, however, the fact of non-baptism
was accidently made known to me; and | secmed to be deprived of-
all discretionary power. 4

io answer to this, Mr. Trereton infurmed me, that it had been
already settled by his wife's family, that she should be interred
with her ancestors and kindred, in their burying-place, at the Bap-
zist Chapel, in the peighbouring town, I was glad of this, so far

\



Selected Papers. 58

as itreleased me at once from an unpleasant alarm,- and as there
appeared to be no hope of the baptism. However, -Miss Brereton, .
having been much struck and affected with what I had said about
it. went upto her sister-in-law’s chamber, without previously-men-
tioning her intention, and returned after no long absence, with the
joyful intellizence that Mrs. Brereton would be most happy to see
me to-morrow, topray with her, and that in the meantime she
would reficct upon the other important subject. Upon this 1 de-
parted, expressing my fervent hope that it might not be too late.
‘The morrow came, and [ was punctual to the hour, which they
had told me would be most suitable. 1 was delighted too to hear
that my patient, though not better, was prepared to receive me,
and even awxious for my arrival. 1 expected, however, a very
affecting scene, and with difficulty stilled the trepidation which had
begun : and I told Mr. Brereton, thatif I found the baptism pos-
sible and adrisable, 1 should perform it at once, on my own re-
sponsibilil_v, withont anv reference to the Bishop of the Diocese,
whose permisy © and diretrigns, required by the Rubric, were ut-
terly in this fmergency berontheur power to obtain. :

Having nbhw been introduced izto the sick chamber, T was obliged
to go round the bed, to the furthdr side, to see the poor sufferer.
1 conld readily conceive that it wa} with great difficulty she found
a posture of momentary comparativg ease; for | had already heard,
that almost every bone bad pierced the skin, and that the slightest
pressure occasioned a new wound. | She was lying with her ema-
«ciated body doubled down from thd top to the middle of the bed,
where the pillows were placed to Jupport her head and back; and
her countenance was thus nearly fll towards me. Not a tinge of
jts former bloom remained ; it whs pale as death, and shrunken.
Before 1 could speak, she was eized with a coughing fit, but it
brousht no colour into her fhice. Her husband and her sister,
whom 1 had not seen before, fw to ‘her assistance ; and, after a
short mnterval, being reinstated in her position, she became quiet
and tranquil. I could perceive the drops of sweat standing thick
on her brow. Every eve was upon her, full of anxious concern,
At length she raised her own, now collected and composed in her
thoughts, although her respiration was short and difficult. Her
look betrayed no aberration of intellect, but betokened an entire
possession of it. and a_superior endowment; as if God had gra-
ciously enlarged it in this her terrible extremity.

Her eyes having met mine, I immediately spoke, and said, « I.
am come, my dear Madam, to pray with you; and I accuse myself
for not having been with you much sooner. Indeed, T was entirely
ignorase of vour sickness, or Ishould have hastened long ago to
offer vou the comforts and con<olations of dur holy religior.” Her
countenance thanked me, and she moved her lips; but I caught”

no sounds.
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- X continued. « To talk must be painful to you; do not distress
f to attempt it at present. I will read to you afew scn-
tences out of a beautiful exhortation to the sick, which is 1o be
foand in our Prayer Book; and immediately I began with the
words, “ Good sister, it is written in koly Scripture for our com-
fort and instruction, that we should patiently, and with thanks-
giving, bear cur heavenly Father's correction, whensoever * by any
manner of adversity it shall please his gracious goodness to visit
us ;" and 50 I went on to the end of the paragraph, which speaks
of our risicg again from death with Chsist, and dwelling with him
in everlasting hfe.

There is something particularly soothing in this passage ; when
I bave pronounced it with a slow, solemn, and pathetic tone,
I bave seen an agony of pain hushed ioto silence and submission,
In the present instance, the dying lady scemed to drink in~ every
word, and lay them to her heart. She closed her eyes, and
scarcely breathed. Her husband and the rest of her friends were
wecping, and trying 1o conceal their tears; it was unnecessary,
she heeded them not ; she was absorbed in her own meditations.

* -After ashort pause, 1 then said, © Let us pray;” and immne-
diately we all knelt down about the bed. She clasped her hands
together, without opening her eves hut with tokens of’ feeling and
devotion. I went through the prayer fora sick person, when there
appeareth small hope of recovery, In the midst of it I paused
oace or twice, to collect myself. ~She raised her eyes to ascertain
the cause, and saw that 1 was sympathizing with her, and almost
overcome, and unable to articulate.  Lut the pauses were only for
amwment, and at length I finished.  She herself, however, con-
tinued to pray secretly, as I judged by her still clasped hands, and
by the fixedness of her countenance, asif she were looking unio
1he heavens above. 1did not attempt to disturb this sacred silence.
Axlast she turned ber eyes on me, as cxpeeting and wishing me
7 proceed.

1 thought it 2 propitious time for the baptism; and she sceneed
now, by God's blessing, equal to the fatigues of the cercmony,
which I intended to use my discretion in shortening for the occa-
sion. Whilst her attention therefore was yet tully alive, having
opened thie office forthe baptism of persons of riper years, [ began,
“ Hear the words of 1he Gospel,” and 1 proceeded o the, end of
the exhortation, leaving out some things, and alteiing othess, o
as to make the whole of what 1 said precisely applicable to the
case before me. I then took her haud, and said, *¢ These things,
sy dear Madam, appear to me very convincing, very authoritative,
very CO'nsolalory; and to leave us vo cheice. 1 think they nrust
appear in the satse light to youtoo.  and wonderfully merciful has
God been 1o you, in sparing you to perform this greatact of enter-
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ing into covenant with him through Jesus Christ. You believethe
Scriptures ?” .

She pressed my hand, and replied audibly, «1'do.” She was
elevated with a sort of supernatural strength, by the singular in-
terest and momentous importance of her situation. I continued,
¢ you-repent sincerely of all your errors, and all your sins; omis-
sions and_commissions ; and you trust for pardon of them solely in
the sufferings and merits of Jesus Christ, the only name. under
heaven given to men whereby we may besaved?” She rephed
again; as audibly as before, ¢ I do;" and then she added, « Ged
forgive me, and bless me, for Christ's sake.” A drop from each
eye bespoke her humble piety. Having advanced so far with such
unexpected success, I now put the question, < Will you then-be
baptized in this faith 2” Her answer was fervent, that she wished it
without delay.

Upon this, in imitation of the great Apostle, St. Peter, whose
steps I was following at a humble distance, 1 exclaimed, « canany
one furbid water, that this person should not be baptized, who
repents and believes ?” Her sister, unbaptized herself, hastened
out of the reom to procure, the water ; anxious, no doubt, what-
ever might have becn her own prejudices, to contribute what she
could to alfeyjate the last moments of so near and dear a relation.

Meanwhile T read some of the more essential prayers, and,
when the water was brought, the prayer of consecration; and
then dipping my fingers into the water, and enquiring her name,
sprinkled ber forehead, and baptized heraccording to'the form pre-
seribed by the Author of our faith.

Her head had fallen a little upon the pillow; but when I ap-
proached her with the water, she raised it up herself, and turning
her whole face towards me, she presented her forehead direct to
my hand, and received the sacred symbol, and afterwards the sign
of the cross, in a reverential silence, scarcely breathing, and
wholly absorbed in the holy rite. The intensencss of the exertien,
however, brought on a second coughing fit, from which she was
not recovered so easily, or so soon as betore. This determined
me not to think then of the other sacrament ; so I corcluded fhe
service, and withdrew, gently pressing f:er hand, and thanking
God aloud for this signal instance of his mercy, in _admitting her
into the Christian covenant, and in making me the instrument.
She followed me with her eyes, which bore wftness to her grati-
tude, but she was unable to speak.

I hurricd away, when I had left the chymber, unable also
mysclf’ to speak to the rest of the family ; nor lid any subsequent
duty of the day erase -from my mind a scenepof such deep and
touching interest. . . ’

On the following day I hoped to be n.ble to administer the other
sacrament ; and that an opportunity might not be lost by the delay
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of preparation, I brought with me every thing which was nceésf
sary. For this purpose I bad a small basket that contained the
bread and wine, a papkin, and a plate, without which it would
have been impossible for the sick poor to liave partaken of the
Lord’s Supper with the proper decency, or even at all. .

The servant at the door told me that her mistress was much
worse, and had passed a very restless night, Mr. Brereton himself
soon . came to e, and confirmed this affecting intelligence. I
showed him my basket, and enquired with earnestness. whether;
by waiting and watching for an hour or two the fluctuations of her
disorder, an interval might not be seized upon sufficiently long to
impart to her the inestimable blessing that still remained in store;
but I had the mortitication to bear from him, that she was not
capable of it, eitherin bedy, or inwind ; nor likely to be so. .

% Do not speak thus,” I said: “ God only knows! But tell me;
did shé seem tp be comforted at all by what we did yeslel:dny?
Did she appear to recur to it in her thoughts, or did shie mention it
in any way ?” « Nothing,” he answered, * could be more satis-
factory. She spoke of her baptism repeatedly in the course of the
evening, and it was manifest that it was always upperoost in her
thoughts, whilst she had the power of thinking rativnally.” «Why
then,” said I, « should we not endeavour by every means 1o pro-
vide for her, in her approaching crigis, the recollection of a second
comfort, not unequal perhaps to the first, which may give her
an additional strength to endure the pang of separation "from this
world and from yourselt?” '

He was affected by this appeal to his feelings; but he did not
embrace my offer. ¢ I will leave then,” 1 smd, ““my basket here ;
and [ most earnestly beg, that you will notscruple to send for me, if
you see the chance of a possibility of accomplishing my wish.” He
attended me tu the door, thanking me again.and again, but stating
his conviction that nothing more could be done. However, I re-
mained at home beyond my usual custom, in the expectation that
a message might arrive ; and every rap at the door seemed to an-
nounce it. But none arrived.

The next morning I walked again to Mrs. Brereton’s.  The win-
dow shutters scemed to be closed, and there was a deep silence
and <olitude about the house. * Death,” 1 said to myself, ¢ reigns
here.” However, 1 rung, and was adwitted by a” maid-servant,
who undeceived me. I asked if I could see any of the family;
she went ta enquire; avd at length Mr. Brereton joined me in the
parlour. He was worn out with soirow, fitigue, and watching ;
and he gave me a melancholy aceount of our poor patient. * The
sacrament,” he said, ¢ was quite out of the question,” and he now
thought it absolutely dangerous to go into the sick room.

L must contess, I'was by no means satisGied ; and I expressed a
wish to see his sister. Little difficulties, as I should have called
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them, had before appeared to kim to be insuperable ; but ske had
conquered them allat orce, by -guing directly to the sick person
herseff; and I could searcely help thinking but that the same might
be doue now,

She came to me, and T told her candidly, that I expected more:
encouragement from Aer than I had just received from her brother..
However, she was of the same opinion with him. * Her sister-
in-law,” she suid, “appeared this norning not to know ber; and
with respect to the danger of going into rhe room, being Lerself”
delicate in health, she Iad been ordered’by the medical men to
enter it as little as possible. Besides,” she continued, * there mast,
I suppose, be some persons to tuke the sacrament with her; and
whom shall we find for that purpose ? Her own relations, vou know,
Sir. being Deptists, cannat be asked to do it.” :

= True,” Lreplied cagerly, and with sowe surprise in my coun-
tenance : ¢ but there is the poorlfud_-."s husband ; there is his cousin;.
there is you."— Ah! Sir,” she'said in a moment, and' with tre-
mdation; * I could not venture upoh such a thing, 1 am not pre-
pared.” ¢ Not prepared, my good r}ady 2" 1 rejoined, #till with a
tone of surprise, but mixing gentledess with ir, lest I wmight do-
mischief; “alss T alas! you have had ten good an opportunity for
preparation.  Your own health, you have just informed me, is
delicate, and therefore precarious; but you have besides a terrible
lesson betore your eyes of the uncertainty of human life, which a.
hind Providence intends, no doubt, for the instruction of this
family.” T

* Here we have the mistress of it cut down, like a flower, in the
blaom of youth and beauty. You have been a daily witaess ot”
the griet occasioned by this unexpected blow ; and it has not
passed over your head, like a summer’s cloud, without exciting, I
may well presume, many a serious thought, and wany a pious re~
solution, with regard to yourself. Can there be a better prepara-
tien than the clese view of deatlr itself advancing with rapid
strides, as he has done in this house, and laying waste before him
south, and health, and strength? Shall God preach fo us with
this miighty, terrific voice, und we will not hear 2"

As I'proceeded in this wamner, Iassumed naturally a more
solemn tone.  She was somewhat everpowered by it, but eacused
IBrself by suvingp, that the effect of her sister-in-law’s sickness had
Leen very much weakened by the incessant cares of the family,
which had devolved upon herself'; and that many perplexing and
vexatious circumstances Lad fallen out to disturh and unsettle ber
thoughts. ¢ However, Sa,” she added, *Iwill get ready in the
best nanner that T am able, and 1 will watch diligenly for any
wpportunity that may oceur 3 especially as 1 hnow that pour _:'\lr
Brereton herself was vary desitous of recciving the sacrament.

I
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Upon this I took my leave; begging that she would recollect
that nething must be considered an obstacle with respect to my-
selt'; that I had seen every possible scene of afftiction and misery
amongst the sick, and the dying ; and that\ nothing new, or unex-
pected, could take place to make me at allindisposed to the per-
formance of my duty. She seemed to understand me, and said,
«then I do not despair. You will perhaps hear from me.” I did
not however hear till the next morning, which was Sunday, when
I was desired to pray for Mrs. Brereton in the Church. It was
done, She died before the evening service, and was buried ac-
cording to the original intention, amongst the Baptists.

LAY PREACHINE.
Frcm the Gospel Messenger.

* The following is part of a Sermon preached at Litchficld, Con. in October
last, by the Rev. Mr. Stantan, of the Congregational Church. The discourse,
it seems, was deiivered at an ordination. The remarks in the following extract
will be read with approbation by Churchmen. When we find such sentimeits
advanced by those who hold opinions very different from ourselves, have we not
good reason to adhere with increasing attachment to that ministry which is main.
taiced in our Communion, and which we believe to have been appointed by the
divine bead of the Church 2 The truth is, every deperture from a divinely
conctituted ministry has ever been productive of c¢vil ; and many of these who
commenced their ecclesiastical establishments upon the principle of perfect parity,
aud that any ¢¢good man might be a minister of Jesus Christ,* have discovered,
and more will discover, the iniportance of adopting a different maxim.

¢¢ Not every good man, who happens to think bis endowments suficient, and
that Le is moved by an impulse from above, has either a call or a warrant to be
o prencher of the gospel. He must pass through the ordeai which the church
_has established to decide on the qualifications of candidates for Holy Orders.
No man teketh this honor unte himself but he that is called of God as was
Acron. He must be officially invested as well as spiritually furnished. The im.<
pulse to which he is trusting may be all g delusion. He must not, like a thicf
and a robber, climb up some otier way, but must enter in at the door. He
must be c'othed with the priestly garments before he can lawfully wait at the
aitar, The Levites must carry the ark, as God has most awfully decided by the
breach which he made upon Uzzah, who rashly put forth his hand to prevent its
jostling. A little attention to the sad histary of this gresumptuous intruder upon
the prerogatives of the priesthood (who, it does not Bppear, had any evil de-
sign sgainst the Levites, but probably thought that he was strengthening their
h..ds and doing God service, ) it wou!d scem, were sufficient to fili the conscien-
tious layman with dread when he thinks of assuming the station, and perform.
ing the services of a ministec- of religion ;—a station, itis to be recollected,
which is vastiy more difficu:t to be occupied under the Christian dispensation,
tian that which fell to the lot of the sons of Leviunder an Economy of outward
rites and cercnionies.
* ¢ In wndication of the practice of lay-preaching, it is not unfrequently said,
that somc laymen appear to be gs competent to give religicus instruction as the
regular ministers of Christ.  If it .be so, which is u position, we are not at present
inclined to coutroverty let them enter in at the door. Let. them be made
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fdalsters. But this. it is said, is not practicable in all coser ; kpd shall the church
fose the labors of these men, which uppear to be signally blessed, merely be
causc they arz not officially invested ?  We answer, most certuinly. It is betfer
to lose the labors of these menin the instimce supposed, and labors of thousands
besides, if their number should happen to be so great, than to go in oppsition
to the express decurations of heaven. No maa tuleth this homoraunto himself
but ke that s called of God as was Aaron; —and as long as this passage re.
riaits an wisuspected portion of Divine Inspimtion, we shou'd conceive cunselves
bouzd to mauituin that lay-preaching is wiawfal, even shoud an angel from
heavea come down to us uad dee are the reverse. N

¢ Of Juymen, who think theymay preach, we ask for information—who Aath
vequired this at your hand 2 1t 1s our unwavering conviction—and we are
conscrentions in the eifresston of it— tuut no rea: b.essing can eventually result
from unauthorized und unseriptural practices. Present appearances of zood are
often extremely deceptive, and™measures, which at one time may seem to be
powerful in advarcing the cawse of truth, iu the end muy be productive of cons
sequeaces the mest diastrons,

PRAYER

Is that singular duty in which every grace is exercised, cvery sin opposed,
erery biessicg obtained, the whole soul ruvived, strengthened, and invigerated
for the Christan race. Just in proportion to your pruyers, sois your holiuess,
#0 is your usefulness. The pruying Chiistian is the strong, the thriving Chris-
tian, strong iz the Lord and s the power of his might. Asthe nstunally
weak ivy, which, if it had no support, wou'd ouiy grovet on the carth, by ad-
bering to some ueighbouring tice, or buiding, aud eutwining itseuf about it,
thus grows and flourishes, and rises higher and higher ; aid the more the winds
blow znd the tempests beat aguinst 1t, the closer it adheres, and the ucarer it
elings, and the faster its finres embrace that wh'ch supports it, scd it Femains
uninjured: just so the Christinn, natuzally weuk, by prajer connects lumself
with the Almnght; and the more dangers and disticu tics beset him, the more
ciosely they wwste him to his God ; he reaches towurds, und leans upol},_aml
clings to him, 2ud is strengtiiened with divine strength.  High b the pm-d'cgc
of prayer, whici turns our very waats to our advautoge, leading us by them iuto
8 comstant intercourse with God, and keeping us in o spicitusl azd heavenly state
of mind.—Church Legister.

SUMMARY OF ECCLESIASTICAL AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE

We have received the first Report of the Niagara District Committee in Cor.
fespondence with the Quedee Diccesan Conunittee of the Society {for Promoting
Christ:an Knowicdge.

We regret tluat we have room only for the following extract :—

v

& The Books that huve been sent, were charsed at the full cost prices, in
eonsequence of a new regu.ation of the Parent Society. It hadbeen a re
tion for the formation of D:strict Comnuttees that one third of all contributions
shou'd be remitted to the Parent Society, to defray the eapense of binding, &e.
which was consequently dedacted from the prices of the books: but as the So.
cicty bave remitted this third, and allowed the District Committecs to appro-
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peiste the whole of their vwn funds, the hooks ere now charged at full cost
prices to make up the deicieney,  They woud consequent.y. have been much
dearer than the Committee were Jed to expect last year, had not the Lord
Bishop, upon being apprized of the circumstarce, with his usual liberaiity, au-
thorized their being tsicen at the o'd rate—thus meking hinisef responsible for
tie dilfererce, if the Pereat Soc’ety shou'd not atter their regulations accord.-
ingly. By refersing to the cost prices, and comparing them with the charges
which the Comuiittce have been thus enabled to make, every person may be
sutisfied of the moderate and advantagecus terms upon which the books are’
offered to subscribers. Since their arrival, a great number have Licen disposed of ;
aad, cousidering the short time they have been here, the toliowing statement of
the nuinbers soid is maost flattering. !

Bil:es, 3 - = - 24
Testaments, - .- - - 110
Prayer Books, , - - - 234
Bouud Books, of various descriptions, 12
TUnbtound do. and Tracts, H - 340

¢t Tt is a source of regret to the Committee that, 'in the present state of their
funds, they have not been abie to civeu’ate many books grates ; which, however,
is not of so much iuiportance in the present happy state of this Province, where
aimost every person who wants a Bibse, or Prayer Book, is able to purchase one.
At the same time, applications from indigent persons or unhappy prisoners have
not been refised ; and it is one of the first objects ¢f the Committee to be abie
o supply the wants of such more generally, and for this purpose they look to
their friends and the pubiic for liberai support. In the town of Niagara, as wetl
sis in some parts of the District, the support that has been given to this institu-
tion is truiy gratifying ; and it 1s carnestiy hoped, that this support, so much
needed to promote the objects of the Scciety, will become general throughout
tie District.”

York, Novembes 235.— On Sunday the 16th, the Episcopal Church lately
erected at the River Credit, was opened for divine service. The congregation
Wvas nunierous, ainounting to 166 sou's. The Reverend Mr. M¢Grath preached
an execileut sermon, and the peopie retired to their bones, highiy gratified at
the appointment of rich 2u esempiary aud cioquent geutienan to that station, —
Observer.

Wincaestsn, Dee. 1.—We congratulate the friends of primitive Christianity
and genuine piety ou the eonfirmation of the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Sum-
ner to the Bishopric of this extensive and importaut diocese. The legriied and
amniabe Bishop only held, s few years since, the suall curacy of Highclcre, in
this country. May the future peried of his'lifc be extended, and ardentiy de-
vaoted {0 $he best a1.d everasting interests of his fellow-men. We have the most
sincere satisfuction in announcing that His Majesty has been gracious'y pleased té
present the Rev. Charics Richards, of Hyde Abbey School, in this city, to the
Prebendal Stall in our Csthedral, vacated by the resignation of the Farl of
Guiford. We ean safely say, without fear of contradiction, that His Majesty
could pot have ssiceted o more worthy man, in every respect, than the lcarned
and beloved tutor of the late Prime Minister, than whois, whether we regard
him as g Christian, a schoiar, or a gentlenan, a more excellent character does
not exist. May he iive many years to enjoy his weli-mcerited preferment—Hamp-
shire Telegraph. )

‘The Clarendow Papers, which have just appeared, and are so valuable for
their historical bmportance, 5o curious for the State secrets they discover, and so
juseresting as & picture.gf the manners of the day, snd of themiuds of their
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aathors (Lords Clarendon and Rochester) disclose a fact, particulariy striking,
-and very remarkabie, though never before suspected. It is that the Cathoue
Association of Modern times is no noveity ; and that even the measure of a rent
or subscription was then also iustituted, to enable them to achieve their purposa
with more complete efficct. —N. Y. Albion.

ORIGINAL POETRY.

To the Editor of .the Christian BSentinel.

Rev. SIr,

The Stanzas which follow, were composed four or five years ago, and
would perbaps have been published -at homey for the benefit (if they had
_produced any), of the Society for the Converson -of Negro Siaves, hud the
degree of leisure enjoyed by their Author permitted his better attention to the
subjeet, and enabled him to finish them off in a manner more satisfying to him.
self. It is possible that he may still execute such an intention. In the mean-
time, they are at your service, if you see good to accept them.

There may he some persons, not acquainted with the détails of the subject, whe
may conceive that some of the expressions are too strong. It wou.d be eusy teo
_produce facts which would amply warrant the strongest amang them. but Iwoy'd
willingly spare the feelings of your rcaders, till thc Decessity of such warram
s made to appear.

1 am,
Sir,
Youg obédient hun.ble Servant, )
A LABOURER.

ON THE SLAVE TRADE.

SUGGLSTED IMMEDIATELY RY THE ARTICLE ON THAT SUBJIECT IN No. &L
OF TUE QUARTERLY REVIEW,

Look upon the Covenant : for all the earth is full of darkuess and'cruel habitaions.
O let not the simple go away ashamed': but let the poor and needy give praise uute
thy name. .
Arise, O God, maintain thine own causeé—remember how the foolish man blus-
phemeth thee daily.
Forget not the voice of thine enemies : thé presumption of them tha hate thee in-
geaseth ever more and more. Psalm Ixxiv. v. 21 and seq. (Version of the Commpn
rayer. ) .
Js there any CAUSE 1N NATURE for these hard hearts >—K. LEar.

1.
O God! O blessed God
Look down, Jook down upon this loathsome world :
Where sleeps thy taunted rod ?
Why from thy band is noélot vengeance hurled ?

What if no second fload

Sweep to their doom the rebel sons of clay
Must all this cry of blood

Mount up unheard and swell from day to day 2
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3
—Yain murmuring mortal hold - - R
Call down from Heaven no fire tu scathe itu foes : €
Strong tho’ they be and bold,
Leave them to kim who time aud scason knows-¢
4

We do not murmur, Lord —
Yet, yeta little while—and thou shalt come
And with thee thy reward ~$
But who that marks mankind, who can be dumb ?

5
Waep, Afric, weep thy full—

Tears, hapless land, are ali that’s loft thee now :
Back thy proud mastas puil

The piighied haud, wud ipuia their Lallowed vow.

[5
Wecp then—and break thy heart —
There is no kope in man —no r1aith in Kinga—
‘They se2 euch greedy toart
Prepare the loud which tiy worn shoulder wrings :
7

They wink and they permit— :
Their hearts ire gross —tl.2ir eyes with fainess swell §
And on their throaes they sit
Asif they did no wrong, or knew no hell,
8

They sze, from each fair realm,

¥ull many a bark her gainful way pursus—
With Murder at the h:ba

And dinons’ breaih to watt th? accursed crew.,

Will thece dlasphemers dare,
Trading ia treachery,—crenched in crimes and gorey’
Tle name of CiKIST to wear
The Gov who gave the GosrEL to adore ?
10

Can these O Ieaven sbove !—
Can these be MEN F—Ue brethiren jointly nursed
In Nature’s lap of love ¥
In the broad schocl of God’s creation versed ?
11

. Aye—they are men indeed— |
Too like, tov like, that fullen, blighted race t—
Too weil the distant breed
Shews of originalaint the living trace.
12

Come here, come pouder here,
Ye who the light of Heaven to darkness turny—
Shrewd sceptic band, to clear
This mystery of mankind, is your concern.
13

o
O creature, breathing high
Immortul thoughts —thusing deep things whose hue
1s borrowed from the sky|i—
Gifted to search the pure, the wise, the true,
14

How art thou fullen and changed !
Where is thy ploss, thy morning freshness gone ? %%

# Laike ix. 54and seq. tActsiy T, t Heb. x. 37. Rev. xxii. 12

§ Matth, xiii. 15. Ps. Ixiii. 7.
[l Such thoughts as glitter in the Muses ray
With orient hues, unborrowed of the Sun.—Gruy.

91 Quid verum atque decens curo et rogo et omuis in hoc sum.—Hog.

# # How zrt thou fallen, O Lucifer, son of the Morni ng !~ lsiah xiv. 12
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Where bast thou blindly ranged ?
Ty art thou wrath—why is thy visage wan 2%
15 .
What mean these marks of woa ?
‘Thou art all foul—thy hauds with blood are ameared—
—Oh tell me not—natso
This plant of God its early head upreared.
16

Some bauc.—the sigrs are sure—
Same rout of bitterness too near Las grown
Some poisoucus graft impyre
Ev'n with the vital s2p bas mixed it’s own.
o

i
Fierce Want and bloated Pride,
Here moody ifate, and faunting Folly there, ¢
Avarice, stillgaping wide,
Fraud, Rapine, Lust, deform this image fair. -
18
Alas ! ard isthere none .
Can tring this heaven-born wanderer home once mors *
—He looked and saiv not one
He saw o help that mortals could implore. §
19

He wondered none should spring
Prompt to uphold a worid vhich shook with fear §
When lo ! th? etereal Hing ‘
Stretched his own arm :u;lo brought Salvation near. §

’ His fury bore him on T
His high-wrought zeal sustained him in’the stroke §f
The cause of men was gone—
Behold what love #% that dangcr could provoke !
21

. O Saviour of maunkind
ﬁ - Saviour haye mercy on a sinful race!
—Guilt is to mercy blind
And gold bas power to Lilztvthe secds of Grace.

E Yet Heaven's blast balm can stay
The bosorn’s plague. —the leprous soul refresh ¢
And God can take away
The heart of stone and gi;:a heart of fesh. t
-3

A creater than our foe,
{The serpent foe in this tank world who lurks, )
A strouger Spirit we hoow §§
Than ia the children of rehellion works. §§
24

Shine out, thou blessed Licht. .

Full in thy strength, with healing in thy wiogs : 1§
And chase the brood of night .
Foul chamberers in the breast, whem darlress briags.

23

Awake ye band that sleep !
Risc from the dead §|§|—for it is sevenfold death

# And the Lord szid unto Cain, why art thou wroth and whyis thy countenance fal~
Jon ?—Gen, iv. 6.
't See Gray’s Ode on a distant prospect of Eton Collegre,
t And I loaked and there was rone 10 help....§ and [ wondeved that there was none
10 uplold...." Therefore mine own arm brought Salvation unte me.... % ard my fury
it upheld me.—lsaish i, 5. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this.—
Isaiah ix. 7. )
© ®# 1 Johaiii. 1. +4 Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 1t 1 Johniv. 4
$§ Ephesii. 2 % Malachi. iv. 2. %9 Ephes. v. 14.
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1n which ye lie so deep—
1t is perdition which ye draw for breath.

Hear, hear the voice which calls —
11e cails you to himself who conquerad Sin :
His watchmen en the walls
Of Zioo stand and wave the rzbels in.
P
Return, ev’n yet return,
Cleanse-yet your recking hands ¥ —restore the vigl.s, .
From that meek Master Izarn
Whose yoke is easy, and whose burden light.4
23
O learn to love your kind
And mercy. as you hipe for merey, shew :
Bear that dread day in mind,
The reckoning day above for deeds below.
b a9

And thaw. exalted isle,
Chosen of Meaven, like some cloar single star .
In radiance set to smile
And known thro’ firmamental space afur,
20

If Kings and Councils high,
First of the nations, to thy voice give ear—
If climes remote and nigh
Obay thy sceptre, or thy name revere,
3L

O mark, where much is given,
‘T'his equal Jaw, that men will ask tie more : {-
And know the rule of Heaven
Ly’ as we toil which fructifigs our store.§
&L
Yes —much is given to thee —
Ner small, they will confess, vhat thou bast don.
Who in the ampl2 sea
Remain, and who the ends of earth Lave won.|f
33
Still ope a widening source
Tresh streams of life on thirsty lands to load ¢
Bl point thy thunder’s force ,
La righttul cuuse, and bid thy wisdom plead.
Still on the echoing deep,
Thine own broad heritage. thy rage unbind
And send it loose, to sweep
The Pirate band away, who sell mankind.
35

It is no frenzied call

THe cause of Mercy is no false Crusadé—
T'hese trophies in the hall

Of Heaven shalt haug when other glories fade.

# James iv. 8. 1 Matt. xi. 30. §Luke xii. 43, § Matth. xiii. 12.

Il Ps. Ixv. 5. 1f any objection should be thought to he to the 2nlervertion of the
prasoun thots, in the second line of the 32 Stauza, between the relative who and s,
antecedent tAcy, i may be avoided thus,

Nor small what thou hast done, they will confess,
Who in the ample sea
Rematn, and who the ends of carth possess.

In the Author's own judgment, however, this alieradion wouldnot be animprove

Ment.
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We readily ndmit the validity of. the custom which i unpocu upon thc itere,”
of Pub!.c Jourzu s, the tusk of giving to thur readers, al full exposition of lh.‘
principles by wh ch they propest to govery thenwselves i the dmdmxgc of” lﬁl*‘
duties of tixeir office, V¥ e uso admit the mus:ut) of a like ‘dec’ration, on  the &
pact of each successive Faditer of such Journals as urc purel positical * Bu: i (
- the conduet of a Paper devoted to the propagation of Ul."xzmmty, and’, ,avaw.
edly sctung forth thase views of 1ts doctiives and  ceremonjes which arc m.
bruced by o distinet denomination, we uppnhu:d the t successive Fdltors are net *
called upon for uny detaiied statemert of the principles upon which the Journal” -
iy to Ye confuied.  We shall therefore content ourselea mlh the gencral ob.
= servation that the ClhostiaN SuyriNen will contisue, ducing cur LB!GN, to
be conducted on the same prineip’es s those which guided atir Predécessor—— .
Aud, as faras we are personally Lm'unud, equal measures of ud.a.mty will be- ,
cxtended 1o our ¢ Coteipararies,” and of impartinlity to' cur (oﬁta!w‘.om But A
we ¢'uim all support in our labours, m.d ol forbeamnce \vxlﬂ' Tour meetrccbou—. 3
. praying that we may all ¢ work together for gocd,™ .
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C b CORRESPONDENTS. e

3 -

We have received se\'cml Communications \'.h.ch ciffe- “too 'a.c for mxmn
in the presentamn ber. We grust it wiil not be thegglit too ,Brtat o liberty, if vo

suggest to same of tur correspordents to send us ngikft?: jro e, Curtable B8

cosered with Poetry. ¢ Juvisis” will ngree witly by, that tife subjget,

Essay has a.teady vecupied so laree a portion of (he (.hmtnszwuncl, A1

been so fuily afid sbiy dacwsed, that uny further conuieut wcﬁﬁg b av

supereropution et
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TO OUR ACEVTS

v
The Pub’isher reque:ts, fiom cach Ageut, g accurnte hsi;o{ S;\Lcn’hm
taguixhing those w o lm..c reid.  And we will be -ibligdd,: swhen €
wioney to L, by their sending at the sume time,, the names ofs these - - Wi
paid such woney, Ths is ueeessary to the accuracey of our nccounts, -

——

town, at Tl ::hmmgs pcrmxfﬁum ;
augective their nunbers by mml, will b
(550 for po@tagt. SRR
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