Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notss techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Featurss of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly changs the usual method ot filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverturs endommagbe

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titve de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes ghographiques en couleur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or biack)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que blsue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en co  sur

] Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

ight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de |s marge intérieurs

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

il s peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutiées
fors d’une restauration apperaissent dans le texts,
mais, lorsque cela était possible. ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commsntaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked betow/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indigué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L'institut 2 microfilmé le meilieur exemplaire qu‘il

1ui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-$tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui psuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou Qui psuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurdes st/ou pelliculées

B’m discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

[ A Sempares

Transparence

Zduality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de {'impression
Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de (a livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de ta livraison

Masthead/
Générique {périodiques) de la livraison

v/

12X 16X

24X 28X 2x




. TU'E ARCHIVES
THE CIazoo Ot b N

- [+ *Os ﬁ@s{
sy Go Ye tuto all the Worli and Preach N T-‘T" P 14,
\kkﬁg ¢ lrw I:i:;npel to Lvery Creature. 0 ‘\)X * .
Sl L SN L U
Voo
P ea——
: ::,-/v = " y " 2514 WY .
\/ 4 i Y .
v 4PRESBYTERIHAN.+ o)
ty N ‘
N i
e )
E ! CONTENTS. N
.;) . ! ! z »:.a
Z S| | Jubileeof Rev. Dr. McCulloch.......o... .. oeeenseeennns, es | TS
f o ' Maritime Ttems. . .......oiity oo e (] , ‘ r):
5 i Our Missionsin Fifty Years........c.coovuiuninneineneennn. 70 i b
«© | Presbyterianism during the last Fifty Years in Nova Scotin, by | | ;['
o ! Rev. Jobn MeMillan..........0 ... oo 77 ' =
b3 | Presbytevianism in Truroin Fufty Yeurs, by Mr. J. F. Blanchard. .7 ! : '
I !
a New Hebrides. | B !
E i Letter from Mrs. McKenzie.....................ooiina.. sS 3
. T
e Self Effacement in Work. A Successful Prescription......... 81 -
z A Suggestion from Dennis.............. ... ... .. ..l §2 x
T Changiug the Crop, by Dr. Cuyler..................ooo. ... 83 0
[3) Spiritual Despotism in Russia................ooooeuuii. ... i o
T Joining the Church, by Dr. Cuyler. . b —
15} What it costs to Smoke............. ...........l -
3 Nature and Faith. Replenishing the Light I
o« Training Parents. Sharpening his Knife.................... 90 Q
o How to Work for Christ. What Then...................... 91 ,
o\ w ' The Atmosphere of the House.............................. 92 22
=13 | || The Wise Pbysician....................................... 93 o3 |
r}ﬂ . InNinety Years........oooooiiiiiinniiniiiii .. 94 Com e
léj ! For Parents and €hildren................................. 94 bz lbi
£ I AGood Life.........ooooiiiiiiiiiiin i, 94 A
% ; ll%ard 10 Please. .. ...uoiiiii e g') I 0
) eal Strength...... ... ... .. ..o 5 ! =
d J Obituary. gt ............................................. 9% . ,—)'
! Not our Tears but HisBlood.........coiveiiiieineeein.... 96 RN
Left Behind. ... .. ...t e 9¢ . \:; N
Making Prayer Meetings Intcresting....................... 9 ‘ "\
i — - B R
oi g ' .
@ﬁ MAR., 1889.
o
¥-l>7(\
¢ ‘ ' $ )
- \d : .n % 6% Lr—tg\\’
O TR C e B S G SO
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Jiterary Votices.

ScRIBNER'S MAGAZINE FoR MARcH, has
Jor contents :

*“The Railway Mail Service.” DBy
Thomas L. James, Ex-Postmaster. General.
With illustiations. .

** The Master of Ballantrae—V.” By
Robert Louis Stevenson.

* A German Rome.” By W. B. Scott.
With drawings.

** Econowmy in Intellectual Work.” By
William B. Burnham.

**An eye for an Eye.” By Robert
Grant,

o Some of Wagner's Heroes and Hero-
ines.” By William F. Apthorp. With
illustrations.

**Mexican Superstitions and Folk-lore,”
By Thomas A. Janvier.

‘* Extenuating  Circumstauces.” By
William McKendree Bangs.

*“An Animated Conversation.” By
Henry James,

THE EMPRESS'S REVENGE.

An incident of the horrors of the exile
system in Russia which still hangs like a
uightmare over the people of that land, is
given in the Metholist  Protestant as
follows :

The Veritzins were Russians of enor-
mous wealth and puwer.  PPaul held & high
office in court.  Une night, glittering with
jewels and orders, the young prince, who
was one of the handsumest men 1n Russia,
danced in a quadrille opposite the Em-
press.  As she passed him in the dance
she fancied that his eyesscauned her gross
figure with covert amusement.  After the
quadrille she beckoned to him, and with
a stuile, handed bim her tiny ivory tablet,

“containing seven pages, one for each day
in thie week. On the tfirst page was
written, “The Imperial ball-room. St.
Petershurg.”  On the last, * The ines,
Siberia.”

He read it, his face grew gray as that
of a corpse, he bowed low, kissed bher
hand and withdrew, * taking,” says the
old chronicle, ‘‘his wife, the beautiful
Princess of Novgorod. with him.,” He
was heard to say, as he left the ball-room :
** My minutes are numbered, let us not
lose one.”

Flight or resistance was impossible.
The hold of Catherine on hor victims was

inexorable as death. Prince Veritzin was
forced to remain passive in his palace,
while each dny the power, the wealth ani
the happiness that life had given him were
stripped from him. Fitst he was degraded
frum all his oftices at court; next his
estates were confiscated by the crown;
his friends were forbidden to hold any
communication with him ; his very name,
one of the noblest in Russia, was taken
from him, and he was given that of a serf.
Then his wife and children were diiven
out of the palace to herd with beggars.
* On the last day,” says the record, **Paul
Veritzin, in rags and barefoot, chained to
a convict, bade etcrnal farewell to his
home, and departed to the dark icy north.
He was secn no more of men.”

SMOKING AND DRINKING.

Mr. D. Claik, of the Insane Asylum,
Torunto, in 8 talk to young men, dealt
with some subjects on which he is peculiar-
ly well fitted to speak.

He dealt with the things that should be
avoided, «ne by oue, taking first the least
dangerour, smoking.

Smoking was an unuecessary habit, it
made the victim selfish, as he had always
to overlook the comfort of others, some-
times by whifting in the faces of the ladies
in the street and spitting where there
were uo spittoons. )

As regards drinking, it was sometimes
said that ninety per cent. of the insane
resulted from this vice. 'There were 3,600
insane in Ontario, 160,000 in the United
States and 90,000 in Great Britain, and of

I these only ten per cent. were the result
| of excessive drinking. The preportien
i might be less. The lecturer, however,
i proved by instances that the vice was
hereditary, and gave an impressive descrip-
tion of its horrible effects. The province
had greatly improved during the last
twenty years, but the only cure was in
the complete stoppage of the manufacture.

Lastly, Dr. Clark made a few remarks
on a vice common among young men,
resulting in ten per cent of the insane.
The victims of the vice specified hecame
complete physical and mental wrecks, and
never got beyond the asylum walls again.
The only proof against these vices was to
follow nature’s laws and seek good health
by physical and outdoor exercise.
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After a long illness following a stroke of
paralysis, Rev. Wm. McMillan of Bridge-
ville, Pic. Cu., passed to his 1est, Feb.
18th. Born in Pictou Co., he was edu-
cated in Scotland for the ministry in con.
nection with the Church of Scotland in
Nova Scotia. Returning to his native
Province he was settled, tirst at Eailtown
and afterwards at Saltsprings, and niore
recently for a number of years at Bridge-
ville. He will be greatly missed 1y an
attached congregatiun, aud a wide circle
of friends.

Ancient fable tells us of two serpents
that attacked the infant Hercules as he
lay in his cradle, but he strangled them
both. There are two scrpents that are
soeking to have. their own way with our
infant Domininn, viz : the Whis' ey Ring
and the Jesuits, and the trouble is she
does not seem to have the moral strength
to throw them off, but meekly yields to
both. O for governments with moral
courage to do the right! O for a people
with moral courage tov support them in
that right!

* How long, O Lord, how long ?” shall
this liquor traflic hold on its way, spread-
ing poverty, disease, crime, misery, death,
and men and women careless about it,
politicians favoring it, governments en-
couraging it, and legislators evading the
issue or voting in its favor. The recent
farce in Parliament of voting down a mo-

tion for prohibiting legislation and pass-
ing a resolution in favor of ** prokititu .
when the country is ripe for it,” is a p:t1-
able thing. Satan nuver objects to u y.un
resolving to leave his service at some
future time. He is well pleased wanh
such, for it will prol ably make him bettcr
contented 1o remnin uictly in that ser-
vice now. And tle whiskey ring will
gladly see such resclutie ns noultiplied, foy
they serve to divert attertion frcm the
present and allow tham to carry on tleir
work.  And they will see to it that so far
as that wark can lave any effect, the
country is kept as far as jossible ficny
being ripe for Prohibition.

We gave in last issue the reports of cur
miesjunaries and teachers in Trinidad for
1888. There afterwards came to hand o
repot of the Sabbath School at San Fer-
nando Ly the Secretary Mr. T. Geddes
Grant showing an average attendance of
131 for the last quarter of the year, and
contrilwticns during the year §64.51, o
pretty good showing for a mission Sabbatl
School. Oue difficulty is to get books fur
their library and the rejort asks tl at °f
any teachers or friends have any volun s
to sparg they will be glad to have then:.
The way to send them would be in one «f
the buxes of misssion goods going to Tiin-
idad.

We have also received the report of the
penuy savings bank connected with that
mission which is a great success and wilk
be very helpful in furuing habits of indus-
try and thrift.

Missionary letters have been received
from the New Hebrides of date up to the
middle of Novewnlerlast. All the missicz
families are well. The ‘‘Dayspring ” ar-
rived in Australia from the Islands at the
end of the year. Mr. and Mrs. Rotertaen
came in ler for a futlough of a few
me utls in the Colonies.
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On the inside title page of this issuo,
second colum, top line, **prohibiting legis-
lation,” should be ¢ prohibitory legis-
lation.”

JUBILEE OF REV. DR. McCUULLOCH.

February 14th was Jubilec weather.
Under foot, beautiful sleighiug,—round-
ahout,bracing winterair, —overhead, bright
sunshine, all combined to favor the
happy gathering that was held in the First
Presbytertan Church, Truro, to commem-
orate the completion of fifty years since the
ordination of Rev. William McCulloch to
the ministry in that congregation.

Deeply interesting meetings were held
in the well filled Church in the afternoon
and evening, while in the adjoining hall
the interval was spent in discussing an
elaborate supper prepared by the good
ladies of the congregation.

The afternoon meeting consisted of two
puts. First came the addresses and
Kresentation to Dr. McCulloch. Rev. A.

TcLean, on behalf of the Foreign Mission
Committee, and Dr. Burns, on behalf of
the College Committee presented the con-
gratulations of these hodies. Mr. J. K.
Blair read an address from the congrega-
tion, while Mr. C. M. Blanchard accom-
panied it with a testimonial in the shape
of a purse containing $1200. To all of
these Dr. McCulloch made suitable re-
plies. .

The sccond part of the afternoon meet-
ing was occupied by addresses bearing up-
on the progress made during fifty years.
Mr. J. F. Blanchard spoke of the progress
in Truro,—Rev. John MeMiilan, on **Pres-
byterianism iu fifty years,” and Dr. Pol-
lock on “Our Colleges in fifty years.”
Another paper on, ** Qur Missions in fifty
years” was deferred until evening for want
of time. Dr. Pollok's intensely interest-
ing address was unwritten. The others in
so far as they bear upon the work of our
Church and form a part of its history ar¢
given in this issue. .

'The evening meeting was devoted to
short congratulatory remarks by a large
number of those present.

jolden weddings are a pleasing sight,
and not less so when the parties celebrat-
mg them arc a congregation and their
minister.  All the little ripples that may
have disturbed the harmony, forgotten,
all the failures in mutual duty and help-
fulness lost to view, as unitedly they thank

a kind Providence for permitting them to
live and work so long a time. together.

Three miles from Oxford Station, Cum-
berland Co., lies the pretty village of Ox-
ford, which we were permitted to visit a
few days since. Vale and stream and
mountain cumbine to give it a high place
among the many beautiful spots in Nova
Scotia, while the new railway passing
through it will give added life to its busy
industries.

One of the most prominent features of .
the place as ona drivea into it from the
present station is ths new Presbyterian
Church whose neat and tasteful appear-
ance without is equaled by its convenience
within.

Not many yearsago the Presbyterianism
of Oxford, while good in quality was al-
most 1il in quantity. Then from time to
time a settler of good old stock and train-
ing came in, and the cause slowly grew.
For a number of years they worshipped
in the Baptist Church, the use of which
was kindly given theu,

But they felt that if they were to grow
they must have a church building of their
own. They went to work with a will and
erected, two or three years age a Church,
which is at once an ornament to their
town, a credit to themselves and to Pres-
byterianism. Rev. J. A. McKenazie,
preaches on alternate Sabbaths here, and
in Pugwash, and his faithful labors have
been greatly blessed.

But though paying very liberally, there
is a considerable burden of debt resting
upon their building. Their numbers are
tew. The burden is heavy. They have
wrought weli and deserve encouragement
from the Church at large, for their earnest
efforts in the way of Church extension,
and supporting the Gospel.

Encouragement of a practical kind sent
to Mr. A. 8. Maclntosh, Druggist, Ox-
ford, in the way of woney to aid their
Building Fund will be money well spent,
thankfully reccived and suitably acknow-
ledged.

The ouly surviving members of the
first Foreign Mission Comaittee of our
Church, the one that chose the South
Seas as a ission field, and . ppointed and
sent out Rev. John Geddie, are Rev. Geo.
Christie of Bedford, and Sir William Daw-

son of Montreal.
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The Presbytery of Pictou at its last

meeting nominated Principal Graat as
Moderator of Assembly, and appointed as
Commissioners, Messrs. H. K. McLean,
Robertson, Faulkner, McLeud, and Scott,
Ministers, and, Messrs. Wm. McPherson,
Robert Fraser, Harvey Graham, D. Mec-
Gregor, and John McPheeo, Elders

Rev. John Jamieson who has been as-
sociated with Dr. Mackay in Formosa for
the last five years is being withdrawn from
that mission and will probably labor heuce-
forth in the Hume field. Dr. MacKay
will still be aided in the work by the two
native ordained pastors and by a large
staff of abuut fifty native preachers.

A most interesting letter from Mrs,
McKernzie, Efate, New Hebrides, is given
in this issue. It was not for publication
and is all the more valuable on that ac-
count, giving glimpses into missionary
life with its lights and shadows that more
formal letters would not contain. Three
of their children are in Australia at school,
the graves of the other three make Efate
doubly dear to the parentsin their toil
and luneliness.

MARITIME ITEMS.

Rev. Mr. Kinnear has been settled at
Buctouche.

Rev. T. Corbett has declined the call to
Merigomish.

Rev. George Fisher has accepted the
call to Dalhousie, N, B

Rev. A. C. Watson has resigned the
charge of Riverside, N. B.

The Preshytery of P. E. 1. has nomi-
nated Principal Grant for Moderator of
Assembly.

Grove Church, Richmond, Hx., raised
during the past year from all sources the
sum of $1,720.59.

The ladies of the congregaticn at Cape
North, C. B., have formed an auxiliary
of the W, F. M. Society.

Rev. Wm. Baird has accepted a call to
the congregation of Shediac, and will be
inducted April 2nd.

St. Andrew’s Church, Spring Hill,

raised for the schemes during the past
year 8300 ; for all purposes, $3165.11.

Rev. D. M. Ferry, late of Bridgewater,
has gone to the North West to take charge
of the Presbyterian Mission et Indian
Head. : ’

Our Home Mission Cominittee, Eastern
Section, has received a gift of $400 from
the Colonial Committee of the Free
Church. .

Lunenburg congregation reports for
last year 8461 for the Schemes, £51 for
other religious objects, and for all pur-
poses 82990,

Mr, Roderick McLeol was ordained
and inducted into the charge of the con
gregation of Little Narrows, C. B,
Feb. 29th,

St. Andrew's Church, Hx., raised dur
ing the year for religious and benevulent
purposes outside the congregation $1419.-
37 ; for all purposes, $56938.87.

The congregation of Shubenacadie and
Lower Stowiacke, raised during the past
year for the Schemes of the Church
$535.00 ; for all purposes 8$2,357.

.” The congregation of St. John's Church,

St. John, N. B., raised during the past
year for the schemes of the church $94 ;
for congregational purposes, $2631.00.

Sussex, N. B., congregation reports as
follows : Raised during the year for the
Schemes of the Church, 8128 ; salary $500;
congregation. expenses, $76 ; expended on
Manse, 8G67.

Park St. Church, Hx., reports the
offerings of the Sabbath School for the
year $275. Raised by the congregation
for missionary and benevolent objects,
$1,023.62 ; for all purposes, $5,116.74.

Sheet Harbor congregation raised last
year for Home Missions, including support
of Catechist assisting the pastor, $212.99,
Foreign Missions, $143.16, for other
Schemes of tha Church and benevolent
purposes $110.00.

Knox Church, Pictou, though the Car-
iboo section of the congregation was cut
off and erected into a Mission station at
the begining of the year, has made quite
an advance financially, There ie tbar
scattereth and yet increaseth. Jts contri-
butions for the year for the Schemes of
the Church, were $438, for all purposes,
$2,473.
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OUR MISSIONS IN FIFTY YEARS.
ADDRESS AT DR. M'CULLOCH'S JUBTLRE.

To sketch the work of nearly fifty years
upon a canvas of about half as many
minutes, necessitates the barest outline,
and I can only ask the patience of thase
to whom that outline may be a familiar
story.

Fifty years ago our foroign mission work
was contined to a few individual contribu-
tions sent to aucieties abroad. As a
church we did nothing. But as we view
our foreign mission work to-day we see
flowing by us a streamn, bruvad and deep,
and, like the river of Ezckiel’s vision, ever
growing broader and deeper, carcying lifo
to the moral wastes of our world.

Looking up the stream we see it divid-
ing, like the river that watered Eden, into
four heads, each having ita source in a
different branch of what 18 now the Presby-
terian Church in Canada. After the
fashion of the early voyageurs let us ex-.
plore these tributary streams, trace their
origin, not in mountain springs, but in
loving hearts ; measure their length, not
in miles, but in years ; their volume, nut
in feet and fathoms, but in work ; their
result, not in the products of alluvial acres,
but in the fruit of the Spirit borne by
once savage lives.

Beginning with the longest branch, that
of the

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NOVA S8COTIA,

the flrst sign on the page of history, of
our work that was to be, is & scene in a
sick mom in the old Scottish town of
Banff. \ baby boy seems dying.
Anxious parents bend over him, their
hearts wrung with the anguish that only
parents can know. There, as they pray,
they vow, that if his life is spared, they
will devote him to the service of God, to
- o if it is His will, to the heathen.

Then, just as a mountain spring some-
times comes forth, again disappears, work-
ing its way through rock and soil, and
again comes forth in larger volume as the
head waters of some noble stream, so for
yoars we see nothing of our foreign mis-
sion work, but it is there, working down
the thoughts and prayers of those parents,
and by the blessing of God upon mission-
ary litercture which comes in his way,
permeating the life of the son until it ap-
pears in his own resolve, to go, if the way
were oponed, to the foreign field.

John Geddie, the pioneer in every re-
spect of our foreign mission work, both
in the church at home, arousing her to
undertake it, and in the field as her first
misaimar]y‘, waa born April 10th, 1815,
and was thus not very far fcom the age of
thedfather in whose honor we are gathered
to-day.

When about & year old-his parents came
to Pictou and thus the two grew in know-
ledge side by ife. They tilled one church,
one school, vne playground, with their
worship and work and glee, and, while
laboring for one common end, their lives
have. been, and their graves will be,
severed far aud wide by mountain, stream
and sea,

I have spokon of the vow of Geddic's
parents. The Spirit of God secms to have
wrought by the same means, the same
consecration in the son. From earliest
years heo desired to preach the gospel, and
if possible to the heathen, but while
studying for the ministry his health failed,
In that sickness, though at the time he
knew nothing of the dedication made by
his parents, he solemnly pledged himself
that if life were spared and the way
opened he would be a missionary. How
often God uses afliction $o orystallize into
shape and action, feelings and wishes that
may have long been in solution in our
hearts ! :

He was licensed May 2, 1837, but our
church had no foreign mission of her own.
He did not see his way to leave her, and
well for her that he did not. Heaccepted
a call to Cavendish and New London, P.
E. Island, and was ordained there March
13, 1838, so that if he had lived, his
jubilee would have been celebiated last
March.,

Working earnestly at home, his interest
iu foreign missions grew stronger. He
organized a missionary society in his own
congregasion, and led his co-presbyters to
do the same in theirs. The next step in
his cherished plan was to iuduce the
church to undertake a mission of her own.
Quietly and persistently he wrought with
voice and pen. In July, 1843, the year
that the church in Scotlaud was rent by
disraption, an overture was introduced for
the first time into our Synod to undertake
& mission to the heathen.

The overture was sent down to the
three byteries, and next year's synod
appointed & Foreign Mission Committge
to investigate, collect funds, and repor!
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That\Foreign Mission Committee appoint- '

ed 45, years ago is the foreign mission
work ofy our church first taking definite,
visible, shape.

Next year they reported prozress, and
were authorized to select a field and ap-
point & missionary. They met Sept. 24,
1845, and after :auch prayerful considera-
tion chose the South Sea Islands as their
field, and Rev. John Geddie as their
missionary,  Of that committee that first
opened our mission work among the
heathen, the only survivors are Rev.
George Christie and Sir William Dawson.

Mr. Geddic spent a year in visiting the
church and learning what he could: of
medicine and the mechanical arts, and
sailed from Halifax Nov. 30, 1846,
Reaching tho South Seas he chuse as his
field the New Hebrides and landed on

ANEITEUMN,

the most southerly wsland of the group,
July 29, 1848, over 41 years ago. The

eople were low-sunken in savage barbar-
1sm ; feuds and fighting were constant—
killing aund eating each other the custom.
Maideus when married, had, instead of ‘a
marriage ring, a cord tied on their neck.
With this t.ey were strangled if the hus-
band died before them, that they might ac-
company him and serve him in the spirit
world. For some fifteen years previous
to this native teachers from Samoa had
been laboring there, but not much im-

pression had as yet been made on the mass |

of heathenism. Our missionary, in bodily
presence weak, but strong in faith, went
to work, amid dangers and hindrances,
both from natives ang sandal wood traders,
and on May 18, 1852, less than four years
after he.landed he organized a church hy
the baptism of 13 converts. - -

A few weeks later John :Inglis of the
reformed church of Scotland was-settléd
on the other side of the island, and. in two

Yyears more, or six years after Mr. Gedd ¢’

landed, there were 30 schools, 2,607 of
the people attonded public worship.. while
the whole population, about 4,090, had
practically renounced heathenism, .

For the onward history of that mission
let Tew words suftice. He came home on
furlough in 1864. During his absence his
station was wrought by Rev. William Mec-
Cullagh, sent o0t by our church, who fe-
mained in the mission about three years.
Mr. Geddie returned, labored six years

and diod of paralysis Dec. 15, 1872, aged

-and spread rapidly and fatally.

57. He died early but he lived long,

Rev. J. D. Murray, formerly sottled in
Antigonish, succeeded him, remaining
four years, when he removed to Australia.

Mr. Annand, who had been laboring in
Fila, was now settled in Aheiteum, re-
maining until 1884, when, owing to the
decreasing population, it was felt that two
missionaries were no longer needed. Our
work there was handed over to the Free
Church of Scotland, which had the mission
on the other side of the island, and Mr.
Annand, after & visit home, went north
from Aneiteum, the most southerly island
of the group, to Santo, the most norther-
ly, to open a new mission. The people of
Aneiteum have for some time had the
Bible in their own language, paid for by
their own labor, chiefly in the production
of arrow rout, and probably us large a
proportion of them can read it as in Nova
Scotia.

Fifty mniles N, W, 'fro.m Aneiteum lies
TANNA.

John Williams first placed three native
teachers there in 1839, nine years before
the Geddies went to Aneiteum. One died;
the others had to leave. Three yeara
later, Messrs. Nesbit and Turner, of the
London  missionary society, the firat
Eutopean missionaries to settle in any

art of the New Hebrides, landed there,
gu't in seven months they had to flee for
their lives in an open boat. . For thenext
16 years, it was not deemed ~sfe_ for mis-
sionaries to settle but native teachers at
intervals labored ‘there, In 1853 small
pox wids introduced by a trading vessel,.
and made fearful havoe. .The, heathen
were angry, murdefed some of the native
Christians, and the cnly surviving teacher
escaped to Aneiteum. .

Next year two teachers went from
Aneiteum’ (whére Mr. Geddie had been
working for six years), and prepared the
way ouce more for European missionaries,,
and, as we look in upon theisland in 1858,
and 9, we find Mr. and Mrs. Paton, from
the Reformed church of Scotland, and
Rev. J. W. Matheson, of Green -Hill,
Pictou, and his wife, Wesee them joined
July 6th, 1860, by Rev. S. F. Johnson,
from Stewiacke, and his wife, and pros-.

‘pects are’ bright on Tatina. = Soon théy

darkeii, Measlss are brought by a vessel,’
d fatally. Hurri-
canes sweep the 'island, and ‘déstroy the
plantations and food. The méw religion's
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is blamed. The heathen rage, Johnson
dies. Paton, whose wife had died not long
befoce, and the Mathesons, barely escape
with their lives, and within five wecks
Mrs. Matheson is in her grave, followed
threc months later by her husband ; and
thus, never to be resumed by our church,
ends in disaster and death our mission
work in Tanna. It was taken up by an-
other church in 1862, and has since pros-
pered.

Looking still N W. wo see from Tanna,
18 miles distant, tha island of

ERROMANGA,

. Williams and Harris were killed in an
effurt to introduce the gospel there in
1839, niue years before we began work in
Aneiteum. Native teachers from Samoa
were lande a year later, but were cruelly
treated, and were at length taken away
by the mission vessel. On the 17th of
June, 1867, 18 years after Williams and
Harris were killed, Geo. N. Gordon and
wife, from our church, were settled there.
For four years they wrought amid sick-
ness and danger, and on the 20th of May,
1861, ‘they were murdered by a band of
heathen.

(We now come to a point in the history
of our mission work where in the union of
1860 we meet with another tributary, the
Free Church of Nova Scotia, but before
going back upon it we will follow down
the now united stream.)

Tidings came home of Gordon's death.
His brother, James D. Gordon, offered to
take his place, was accepted and reached
Erromanga in 1864. Hero he labored for
four years when he left to go as the mis-
sionary of the Presbyterian church of New
South Wales to Santo. Meantime the
year before he left,James McNair, a young
Scotchman, was employed by our church
and settled in Erromanga, where he
wrought for three years and died in 1870.
James D. Gordon in & short time came
back from Santo, labured as an independ-
ent missionary. until 1872, when the tom-
ahawk of the savage laid him low and

‘¢ Erromanga's blood stained isle
Had now a martyr roll,”

In 1872, the year that Gordon was
killed, Rev. H. A. Robertson and wife,
sent out by the church of Scotland in
Nova Scotis, whose work in the New
Hebrides will be best noticed in this con-
nection, reached the islands, Mr. Rob-

ortson had gone out as one of the créw of
the first mission vessel Dayspring, which
was built in New Glusgow. Takihg up
his abode in Aneiteuin, as the agent of a
cotton company which was operating there,
he remained for several years, ere, in
the best position for judging accurately of
missions, their need, their trials, their
successes, he devoted himaself to the work.
Coming home he studied for three years,
was licensed, ordained, married, and re-
turning to the south seas, chose as his
field that island where the grass had scarce
grown green on Gorden's grave. Pros-
pectd were becoming better. The sandal
wood was exhausted, and white traders
no lunger provoked the natives by their
wrongs. A piece of land was purchased
by the mission. The Christians came and
lived upon it and were at onca a protec-
tion and help to the missionary. For
saventcen years the Robertsons have
wrought and prosgmred. They have now
thirty-five schoois, one hundred and
seventy-five church members, and gather-
ings of five hundred people at a com-
munion season. The island is Christian
and the axe that laid low the last martyr
of Erromanga rests in peace in the museum
of the college at Pine Hill.

With thankful hearts we set sail and
sixty miles further north reach

EFATE

and are welcomed by Rev. J. W. Me-
Kenzie and his wife. The first introduc-
tion of Christianity was by some Christian
natives of Tonga and Samoa who got lost
at sea and landed here. In 1845 the
mission ship John Williams settled four
teachers, who were followed by others as
death by disease and violence thinned
their ranks. Once at least it was entirely
abandoned ouly to be taken up again, and
in 1861 Messrs. Geddie and Murray, when
on a visit, organized a native church by
the baptism of 13 converts, when as yet
they had no European missionary.

In this condition was the island when
Rev. Donald Morrison and wife, sent out
by our church, settled in 1864, For three
short years he wrought, and after a linger-
ing decline he died in 1869 at Aukland.
Native teachers for the most carried on
tho work until the settlement of Rev. J.
\V. McKenzie and his wife in 1872. The
last report shows as & result of nearly 17
years faithful, patient work, a communion
roll of 137 members, and states that 70
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renounced heathenism during the year.
*In another part of the island labors Rev.
D. McDonald, of the Presbyterian church
of Victoria,

The only other of these islands in which
our church is directly interested is

SANTO,

the largest and most northerly of the group
and with it the island of Tangoa, which
has been made the hoad quaiters of our.
mission there. The first work on Santo |
was by two teachers and their wives, who !
were Janded by the vessel of the London !
missionary society in 1861, In a few|
months they all died from fever, Seven
years later, Jamus D. Gordon had with
him in Erromanga, two Santo men. He
learned their language, went to Australia,
left the service of our church, and went
as the missionary of the church of New
South Wales to Santo in 1869. The peo-
.ple received him most kindly and when
he went away in the Dayspring fourmonths
later they mnourned their loss. He return-
ed to Erromanga to meet two years after-
ward a martyr's death,

In 1871, less than two years after Gor-
don left, Rev. John Goodwill and wife,
sentout by the church of Scoiland in
Nova Scotia, settled on Santo. Their re-
ception was kindly, but they sutfered much
from sickness and fever, and in two years
they were obliged to remove, and after-
ward returned to Nova Scotia.  Four
years after Mr. Geodwill's departure Mr.
and Mrs. Aunand took up the work in
1877, settling on Tangoa, a mnall but pleas-
ant and healthy island with friendly peo- !
ple, and from it they work the adjacent
part of Santo, where the same lauguage is :
spoken. It istoo soon yet for reaping,
but thus far the sowing time calls for
thankfulness and joy.

A FEW GENERAL REMARKS

on this our oldest mission field.

I. Our church has wrought in five of
these islands. Two of them, Aneiteum
and Tanna, are r:» wrought by other
churches. The other three, Erromanga,
Efate, Santo, are still occupied by our
three missionaries there.

1I. In addition to what we have done
directly our church has no doubt beeu the
means of leading others to the field, so
that to-day, while we have three mission-
aries there and the Free Cliurch of Scot-
land two, the Australasian churches have
eleven, making 16 inall, and all the prin-

cipal islands of the group are receiving the
gospel

IT. In most of theislands the popula-
tion has greatly decreased, largely owing
to diseases introduced by trading vessels.
This decrease ia in a measure stayed. but
whether these racessurvive, or give place
to stronger peoples, this fair group may
be counted among the isles that shall be
given to Christ for His inheritance.

1V. On the whole, our experience there
has been remarkable for the short time
that many of our missionaries have beeun
permitted to work.

The first, Dr. Geddie and his wife, la-
baored longest of all, 24 years, from their
first settlement until his death, The last
three with their wives, the Mackenzies,
Robertsons and Annands, have been from
16 to 17 years, and are still at work, The
nine others have together made up littlo
more than thirty years, oran average of
about three and a half years each, six of
them being taken away by death, and
three retiring from the wmission.

V. In every island where we have
wrought, and, with one or two exceptions,
on every island that has been wrought,
the pioneers have been natives from other
islands. In several inastances the first
teachers were murdered, bat others un-
daunted took their places. What but di-
vine grace could take such beings and so
transform them, woving them to take
theirlives in their own?nands and go to
live and labor, and often to die, that they
might lift up their fellow-men from de-
gradatiun, misery and sin,

Let us now go hack to the head waters
of another tributary, that of the

FREE CHURCH OF NCVA SCOTIA.

This branch of the church began to agitate
for a mission of its own about the year 18-
57, and there is no doubt that the story of
Geddie's work was an important factor in
the movement. 1 have heard John Mor-
ton, a Free Churchman, tel! that when a
boy, a neighbor lad who touvk the old Mis-
sionary Register, used to lend it to him,
and how his youthful heart was stirred
within him and drawn toward the mission
geld by Geldie's letters from the South
Seas.

They selected as their field the Greek
popu'ation of Turkey. of whom there were
about twelve millions, aud chose as their
missionary Petros Constantinides, ayoung
Greek wlo had just completed his studies
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in Edinburgh. He opened a station at
Demirdesh, in Asia Minor, and reported
ere long a thriving school, a fair congre-
gation, and a church of 15 communicants,
but owing to several causes, chief of which
was the unexpectedly large demands made
for mission buildings and carrying on the
work, snd the growing couviction that
their agent might poasibly be as well suit-
ed to some other line of life, they decided
to withéraw frons that field, and along
with the uniun to cast in their lot with the
work in the South Seas. That work, as
carried on by the united body and the
*kirk " in Nova Scotia, and later, by the
eastern section of the Presbyterian church
in Canada, we have already seen.

In following down the foreign mission
work of the Presbyterian church of the
Lower Pruvinces, after the union of 18€0,
we come to

TRINIDAD.

Rev. John Morton, a young minister,
settled in Bridgewater, Lunenburg county,
went to the West Indies for his health.
Sojourning in Trinidad, his attention was
turned to the £5,000 immigrants from
India. Some timo previous, owing to the
scarcity of laborers, estate owners had be-
gun to import men from the far east.
These were to serve five years for a cer-
tain wage, and receive a return paseage
free, if they wished to go back to India,
or, in lieu of the pasasge, a free grant of
land if they remained in the island. Here
was India brought to our doors. Evange-
lize them, and if they remained they
would be Christian ; if they returned, they
would help to leaven India with the gospel.
He came gome, laid the matter before the
church, and the synod in 1867, resolved
to undertake the woik, and sent Mr.
Morton as their missionary,

Three years later they called to the
work Rev. K. J. Grant. Another three
vears, and Rev. Thomas Christie was sent.
Mr. Christie, after scven years' service,
removed on account of illness, which after-
ward proved fatal. In 1880 Rev. J. W.
McLeod was appointed, and four years
later died at his post. Rev. J. K. Wright
was sent in 1884, and last year retired
from the wission, while the latest addition
was the Macraes in 1886. In all there
have been six wissionaries with their
wives sent to Trinidad. Three still labor,
two have died. and one rewoved, and
hsre, as in the New Hebrides, the piun-

eers have been the lungest spared.

Besides the six mission families, six
tcachers have labored there. Three of
them, Miss Blackaddar, Miss Seinple and
Miss Copeland, after periods of eervice of
from four to ten years. are still in the
work. Of the other three, Juhn A. Mc-
Donald and Alexander Campbell are
preaching in the home field, and Miss
Archibald has been taken away by death.
The progrees of the mission is stated by
Mr. Morton in his 21st annual report, re-
ceived a few days since, as follows :

**'The hopelessness with which our
efforts were at first regarded has largely
passed away. The three children with
which our first school opened has grown to
2.000 pupils in our own or govermment
schaools, thirty-four schools, suine uf them
held inlarge and comfortable houses which
serve as Jocal chapels, five respectable
churches and four urganized congregations
cover the ground that was unbroken 21
years ago. The 25,00 E. Indians are
now xrown to 60,000, while an increase of
2,000 new comers annually, steadily en-
larges ot r work. )

One feature of the work in Trinidad is
that half, and sometimes more than half,
of its entire cust, fiom year to )ear, i8
paid in the island itself. by native con-
verts, estate owners and friends.

If T might describs this mission in two
words, these would be “solid ” *‘succees;”
The next, the third, of these tributa
streams to our foreign mission work of to-

day is that of

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Tlie chief rart of that work prior tn the
unien of 1875, was that of Messrs. Good-
will and Robertson in the douth Seas,
which we have already seen in connection
with the other woik in that field. They
were fo bound together that we could not
well takoe them separately. And we
might notice in passing that that inter-
twining was one of the things that drew
the churches together and helped to bring
about the union at home,

Besices her work in the South Seas
that church wes looking toward India, and
her first missionary there, and <ue of the
pivneers from our church to India was
a woman. In 1874 Mirs Johns, lady
principal of ¢ne cf the Balifax schools,
offered lLereedf for mirsion wak. The
Kirk syned accepted ker ard the was zent
to Madias to e¢ngage in orplanege and’
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Zenana work in connection with the :
Scottish Ladiea’ Sucioty for promoting
feinale educativn in India. On her arri-
val she was put tolive ina newly plastered
house, with the result that in a very short
time, just long enough to prove her ad-
mirable fitness fur the work, she was com-
pelled to give it up and returned home to

church, Halifax, and the expenses of her
passage and salary were generoutly paid
by that congregation. About the same
time Rev. Jas. Fraser Campbell was ac-
cepted by that church and just previous
t the union of 1875 he was appointed by
them to labor in Madras, and two years
Ister he was transferted to the west-
ern gection of the church and removed
from Madras to the missicn in Central
India. i

While at the work of the East let us
glance at

DEMARARA.

Six years ago, Mr. Morton on his visit
home brought before the church the con-
dition of 80,000 coolies of Demarara, with-
out the gospel. There is a ¥resbyterian 1
wmissionary society there, aud they offered
that if we would appoint a man and
half the salary, they would pay the other
half. Rev. John Gibson was,appointed
in 1884, and wrought faithfully laying
foundation work. His last report showsa
communion roll of 87 members, with 531
<hildren in the schools of the mission. A
few weeks since, not long after our hearts
were cheered by these glad tidings, came
the sad news of his sudden death.

The fourth and last tributary, that of

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

requires more of time than can be given
to-day. The briefest notice must suffice.
As far back as 1846, all three bianches of
tke Pictbyterian Chudhin the upper
provinces were agitating the subject of
missions. The U. P. church resolved to
unite with the Presbyterian church of
Nova Scotia in the mission to the New
Hebrides, but did not succeed in carrying
it out. The Free church bad decided on
a mission to Bengal, and the Indian mutiny
prevented, while the Kirk were planuing
a mission to the Jews, with headquarters
at Jerusalem. None of these earlier
movement came to matutity.

The earliest work in auy field that is
row auy part of the foreign missicn work
of our church, was in c

THE NORTH WEST

by the sending of James Nesbit to the Cree
indian. =t Prince Albert in 1866, For
23 years ission work among the Indians
in the North West has been carried on,
and now there are in that field 10 ordain-
ed missionaries, nearly all of themn Indians
or half-breeds, and 7 teachers, laboring
among 19 bands; with a population of
3,500,

The roving habits of the Indians have
been one of the greatest hindrances to the
work, but now the buffalo is gone, they
are being gathered on reserves to live by
farming, and it is felt that better days
are coming. One goud result has already
been seen. None of the tribes among
whom vur missionaries had been laboring
took part in the rebellion three years ago.

But while beginning at home, the cry
from the regious beyond was heard, and
in 1871 that church selected China, and
sent out Rev. George L. Mackay. He
gettled in the north of .

FORMOSA,

an island not far from the size of Nova
Scotia, cuntaining some two and a half
millious of Chinese, and half amillion of
native aborigines. There have labored at
different times with him in the mission
Revs. Dr. Fraser, K. F. Junor and John
Jamieson. 1t is 18 years since the mission
wae? begun, and last report shows 2,660
baptized members, with fifty chapels and -
fifty-one native preachers.

Three-years after occupying Formosa,
that church began work in -

INDIA..

In 1874, the same year that Miss Johns
went fron Halifax, Miss Rodger and Miss
Fairweather were gent from the Canada
Presbyterian church to Tudia to labor un-
der the superintendence of the American
missionaries; and thus east and west began
work'there abont the same time, and in
both cases the pioneers were women.

We now come to the union of 1875, and
thesewissions in the far East are conducted
henceforth by the western section of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Part of
them we have already noticed, in Formo:sa
and the North West. Although as we
have seen there were two ladies sent out
to Indin in 1874 and supported by the
Canada Preshyterian Church,

YHE PRESENT NISSION TO INDIA
was not begun uvtil after the union.
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1 1876 Rev. J. M. Douglass was sent
out and settled in Indore, where he was,
July 1877, joined by Rev. James Fraser
Campbell. Mr. Douglass retired not long
afterward from the mission. Rev. J.
Wilkie was sent out in 1879, Rev. J.
Builder in 1883, died 1888 ; Rev. W. A.
Wilson in 1834 ; Rev. R. Murray from
Pictou in 1885, died 1887 ; Dr. Buchanan
1838. .

Besides these therc have been a number
0" ladies. From Nova Scotia, besides Miss
Johus, Mary Forrester, now Mrs. Camp-
bell, went out in 1877, Mrs. Murray 1886,
died 1887, and Mary McKay, M. D, 18.
88. From the West, in addition to Miss
Rodger and Miss Fairweather, there went
out Miss Macgregor in 1877, now with-
drawn ; Miss Ross, 1883; Miss Beatty, M.
D., 1884, Miss Oliver, M. D., 1886 ; Miss
Sinclair, 1888 ~nd Miss Scott 1888.

Five ancient citics—Indore, Mhow,
Neemuch, Rutlam, and Ovjein, have been
occupied, and from these great centres of
population may the light soon spread to
the ten millions of central India.

One of the chief obstacles with which
this mission has had to contend has been
the opposition and persectt'on of rulers,
but with a courage and patience ard per-
soverance that could neither be daunted
nor worn out nor wearied, the mission-
aries held the fort. They appealed and
mnemorialized; they wrought and prayed,
and their efforts have been crowned with
success. The work has now the fator of
the authorities. The distrust of the peo-
ple has given place to confidence, and the
mission stands to day so far as human
eye can see, on the threshuld of an era of
sr-at prosperity and progress.

Noxt coms

HONAN

in North Central China. Two years ago
the Students missionary societies of Knox
and Queens colleges, each offered to send
one of their number and support himin
th> foreign field. The committee recom-
mended Honan, a province with a pop-
ulation of some fifteen millions, more or
less. Rev. Jonathaa Goforth from Knox
college went cut about a year ago, follow-
ed in a few months by Rev. James Smith,
M. D, sent by the students of Queens.
He was followed by Rev. Donald McGil-
livary, a young minister who knew that
f inds were low and was so aaxivusabout it
that he offered to go for five hundred dol-

lars » voar, which the congregation sup
porti-¢ him s since increased to $750.
Still another, & medical missionary, Dr.
M.Clure, has been sent, and is supported
by a gentleman in London. THis mission
while under the control of the foreign mis-
sion committee, is entirely supported, so
far as salaries are cuncerned, out-side of
the funds «f the church.
Youngest of all is the mission to the

CHINESE IN BRITISH (OLUMBIA,

of whom there are eight or ten thousand.
This mission was approved by last Assem-
bly, but no missionary has yet been ap-
pointed.

1 have glanced very briefly at our mis-
sion work abroad in fifty years. 1 might
speak more fully of the development of
interest at home, of the wave of missiorary
zeal that has swept overthe West during
the last two or three years, of the action of
the students in Knox, Queens, and Halifax,
colleges, each supporting wholly or in part-
their missionary, of congregations and
even individuals guaranteeing the support
of a missionary, e¢ither uncounditionally or
for a term of years, of the earnestnessand
activity of the women of our church,
which bhas becn manifested from the
earliest days of our missionary history. of
the growth of the Women’s Foreign Mis-
sionary Society,—but time will not per-
mit.

As he lovks back over the years that
are gone and marks the progress of the
half century in the spiii* and work of
missions, well may our father whose
jubilee we celebiate, offer the :hanksgiv-
ing prayer of Simeon,—though we trust
the answer may in this case be long de-
layed, —*“ Lord now lettest thou thy ser-
vant depart in peace-—for mine eyes huve
seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast pre-
pared before the face of all people, a light
to lighten the Gentiies.”

Let us go forth from this glad meeting
to work miore faithfully and pray more
earnestly for the speedy coniing of that
gladder time, the jubilee of a ransomed
race.

E. Scorr.

Dr. McGill, who wasProfessor in Prince-
ton Seminary from 1854 to 1884, and since
that time, Professor Emeritus, died at
Princeton, Jan. 13th, after a lingering ill-
ness, in the 82nd year of his age.
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[X]

PRESBYTERIANISM DURING 1THE
LAST FIFTY YEARS IN NOVA
SCOTIA.

ADDRESS BY REV. JOHN MCMILLAN, B, D. AT
DR. MCCULLOCH'S JUBILEE.

Fifty years ago there were four separate
Presbyterian budies in the Maritime Pro-
vinces, viz., the Presbyterian Synod of
Nova Scotia, the Synsd of Nova Scotin in
connection with the church of Scotland ;
the Presbytery of New Brunswick in con-
nection with the church of Scotland, and
the Reformed Presbytery of N. B. and N.
S. There were in all about 60 ministers.

Belcher's Almanac for 1839 gives a list
of the ministers in connection with the
first two bodies I have mentioned. There
were 24 in connection with the first, and
22 with the second—46 in ell. In that
list Truro is marked vacant, and the nane
of William McCulloch is given as a preach-
er within the bounds of the Synod. With
the exception of Rev. Alex. Runane, Dr.
McCulloch is the unly minister in connec-
tion with either Synud at that time, who
is now living. All have gone to their re-
ward. Having fought a good fight, they
now wear a crown of glory. Thereis only
une minister whose naine is on our Synod
roll, whe is older in the ininistry than Dr.
McCulloch, viz., Dr. McLeod, of Syduey.
He was ordained on 7th Nov., 1833 but
he was not in Nova Scutia 50 years ago.

"Dr. McLeod, I believe, has besn lunger iu
the ministry than any other Presbyterian
minister in the Dominion,

There are, according to Preshytery rolls
submitted to last Assembly, 8883 Presby-
terian winistors in the Dominivn. Of
these about 390 were ordained since the
union of 1875 ; 715 since the union of 18-
G0, and only twelve have been over 50
years in the ministry.

There were tnany truly great men among
the ministers of fifty years ago. Ido not
say that the ministry is degenerating in
any respect. I do not believe that it is.
Nay, I am sure that it isnot. [ attirm
that the young men of the present day,
educated in our own colleges, are in most
respects the equals, and in some respects
the superiors of the young men who ahalf
a century ago came from the mother
country. I believe that, as a rule, our
ministers now do more and harder work
than our forefathers. No doubt they had

hardships of various kinds to endure of
which we know nothing; but in these busy
bustling days, when all are on the rush;
in these days of closc determined compe-
tition, every minister - ust work hard,
earnestly and constantly, or he will be n
failure. 1 cannot admit that the furmer
days weve better than these—that thero
were greater men formerly than now--
men whose labors put us all to shame !
Still, there were many great and good men
smong the fathers—wmen who left their
footprints all over ourland : men whom to
copy is to make our lives sublime ; men to
be held in everlasting remembrance !

There were nine men on the roll of
Truro Presbytery when Dr. McCullock
joined it on 14 February, 1839, viz., Revds.
John Waddell, John Brown, Thnrs, 8.
Crowe, John 1. Baxter, John Sprott, A.
Kerr, Jas. Swmith, J. Murdoch, and R.
Blackwoud. I was personally acquainted
with Messrs. Baxter and Sprott only.
When in 1866 1 went as 2 young man te
my first charge in Musquodoboit, Mr.
Sprott showed me no little kindness, and
gave me much valuable assistance. Oune
advice I shall never forget was *‘always
choose a fat text.”

The last sermon he ever listoned to, he
heard fromn me on 29th December, 1867,
at the opening of a new church, and the
last time he over preached—indeed the
last time he was ever out of the house—
was the same day, He gave a mast
touching address from the words ‘‘so run -
that ye may obtain.”

In 1843'the great disruption of the
established church of Scotland occurred,
and in the following year ‘‘the Free
Church of Nova Scotia” was forned. and
in 1845, *‘the Presbyterian Church of New
Brunswick.” During these years there
was much excitement —-and many changes. .
in Pictou Presbytery all *‘the Kirk ’
ministers left for Scotland, excepting Rev.
Mr. Stewart, who juined the Free Church,
and Rev. Alex. McGiilivray of McLellun's
Mouutain. To the latter 1 owe much, as
it was through his advice and assistance I
left for college in the autumn of 1859.

In 1845 there were six Presbyterian
bodies in the Maritime Provinces. it was
an age of earnest contention, shall 1 say
bigoted contention for the truth, or what
was supposed to be the truth. If nuw
there is a tendency to latitudinarianism,
then there was a teudency to exclusive-
ness. Doctrine was magnitied, practical
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work was not unitedly and «nthusiastically
engaged in.  **Cases” abounded in Church
courts. The eyes of all were turned to
the internal condition of the Church it-
se)f ; tou little attention was given to the
condition of the outside world, near and
fur.

But God had purpuses of love with re-
gard to the church. Scparation was not
to be forever, not for long, A dicided
Presbyterianisin must be reunited, slowly,
step by step, but surely reunited. A mis-
sionary spivit was created in the Church,
and that helped union greatly—for while
selfishness separates men, benevolence
unites them,

For about 15 yeers the six bodies exist-
ed sejarately; but then a brighter and
bettur cra——the age of union began—Ondth
Uct. 1860, at Pictou, the Presbyterian
Church of N. 8. and the Free Church of
N. S. were happily united—there not
being u single dissenting minister or con-
gregation in either body. There were 67
ministers present, but the total number of
ministers i the united Church was 89.

The next union tovk place in 1866 be-
tween this budy, called *‘the Presbyterian
Ch nrch of the Luwer Provinces ” and the
Free Church of New Brunswick. In con-
mection with this body there were 119
ainisters. Thus the six separate organ-
izatione were reduced to four.

In 1868 the two *‘Kirk” bodiesin N. 8,
and N. B. were united—-with 21 ministers
—and then there were only three separate
Churches, with about 135 ministers in all.

But in 1876 at Montreal on 15th June,
a buautiful bright day, took place the last
and grandest union of all.  After tho. ue:.
cessary preliminaries, Dr. McGregor, still
to memory dear, had the hunor of declar.
ing amid loud and prolunged cheers the
foruation of ¢ the Presbyterian Church in
Canada.” The vast asscmbly gathered in
Vicioria hall, then joined hunds, and burst
out with one accord in singing the 133
psalin. A thrill of joy passed through
every soul, but alas ! there was oune note
of sadness. A few of the Kirk ministers
and congregations declined to enter the
union, so that there are still three Pres-
byterian bodies in the Maritime Provinces,
if the Reformed Presbyterians can now be
counted. The union has pruved a very
happy one to all who entered it, and has
teen preductive of great good.. All past
differences are now forgotten. We look

and long for the time to come when there

shall be a perfectly united Presbyterianisn:
from ocean to ocean —and when our breth-
ren who now remain without .shall say
* we will go with you, for we sce that God
is with you.”

Iu 1875 there were 153 ministers on the
roll of the Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces. Now there are, -counting proba-
tioners, about 180. Adding ‘* the Kirk”
ministers, wo find that in 50 years—from
1839 to 1889, our ministers in these Pro-
vinces increased from 60 to 195. . But the
progress made in other respects is still
more marked. The increase even since
1876 has been—in families, ,000; in com-
municants, 10,000; in contributions to the
schemes, 815,000; to all purposes, $122,-
000. 1n 1839 there were between teu and
twelve thousand wiembers ; now there are
in the united church 34,000.

During ail those years Dr. McCulloch
occupied « prominent position in the
church. His influence has been very
great. Multitudes have been saved, in-
structed and comforted through his instru-
mentality. If the Dr. had been a mer-
chant, or lawyer, or medical man, he
would probably be worth many thousands
of dollars to-day ; but he is richer far—
rich in the joys of an approving conscience
and the assurance of heaven’s smile ; rich
in the memory of great good dome; rich
in the affections. in the prayers and good
wishes of hosts of‘Christian friends. Yes,
Dr, McCulloch can joyfully say: “I I
had my life to live over again, 1 would be
a minister.” Fifty years in one place
make a very long pastorate. Sume stay
too long in their congregations. They
have to be stormed at by shot and shell
before they leave. They have sometimes
to be starved out. Some are failuresin a
short time ; like meteors, they are very
brilliant for a short period, but then pass
into obscurity. Long pastorates are not
so common as formerly ; more’s the pity.
He is no ordinary man who can success-
fully manage a modern cungregatiou for
forty or fifty years. It says much for the
first Presbyterian church of Truro that the
Dr. could stay with them fosr fifty years !
The length and success of a pastorate de-
pend much upon the people. It is they
who must fill the church; the minister
alone can never do it. Bat, under God,
the secret of Dr. McCulloch’s success was
fourfold, viz: lst. His faithfulness and
prudence in discipline ; 2nd. His preaching
the plain and simple gospel ; 3rd. His un-
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wearied diligence in pnstoral work ; 4th,
His kindaess to the puor and needy. He
has never bean au amusing ‘)aeacher, asen-
sitional prencher, a merely entertaining
preacher, ora merely intellectual preachor.
He has given not flowers, but bread to the
hungry ; not sugar plums, but medicine
to the sick; not a book of aneudutes,
but A guide book to the lest. He has
fed you with good strong nourishing foud,
the sincere milk and the ireat of the word,
Then, how faithfully and lovingly he min-
istered to the sick and dying, to the poor
and needy ; the tewpted and fallen ! For
nearly twelve years Dr. McCulloch and 1
were neighbors ; for nine years members
of the same Presbytery. During all these
years we never had a disagreement. There
never was the slightest coldness between
us. No twe ministers could possibly work
togethermore harmoniously aud pleasantly
than we did. We often tovk sweet counsel
together. We were true friends and
brothers 1 shall never forget his words
of tender sympathy when death entered
my home and tuok away a luved little boy!
(God bless Dr, McCulluch and his beloved
family very abundautly alway to the end !

PRESBYTERIANISM IN TRURO IN
FIFTY YEARS,

EXTRACT OF ADDRESS BY J. F. BLANCH-
ARD, ESQ.

The church, which was located within
 the linuta of the prisent cemetery was
erected about the year 17G7. The firat
Y pastor;, Rev. Mr. Cuck, was settled aver
the congregation iti '1772. He was wie:
ceeded by Rev. John Waddell in 1798,
1t was during Mr. Waddell's incumbency
that the British and Fureign Bible Society
was formed in London in the year 1804 —
a branch socicty was formed in th's cun-
gregation in 1810, which I believe was

the

FIRST IN AMERICA.

Rev. Mr. Waddell was succeeded in
1839 by the Reverend Doctor whose jubilee
we are this day celcbrating. :

At the time Doctor McCulloch entered
upon his important charge the congrega-
tion extended from Beaver Brook to
Kemptown, and from the dirviding line
between Trure and Onslow to Brouvkfield.
The number of communican's on the
church roll was 179 ; the number of cldors,

el

ten, as follows : Messrs, Alexander Kent,
John J. Archibald, Juhn D. Christie,
William McCully, James Loughead, Jol n
Smith, Samuel Archiball, Hugh Mowe,
Hugh Johusen and Edward Logan—the
most of them above the average in mental
vigor uud of exemplary piety. One of .
them, Mr. Kent, was
IN THE ELDERSHIP G YEARS,

alength of service probably unexampled
in the history of the Presby terinn Chureh,
a man remembered by most of you as
cujoying the repw’ ution of pussessing many
excellent qualities and universally re-
spected.,

Of the 179 church members un the roll,
13 of them are now living, viz.: in the
First Presbyterinn church, Mrs. Naucy
Archibald, Mrs. R. O. Christie, Mras.
lsanc Archibald, Mrs. Tunothy Archibald
and Mrs. Geurge Dickey. Iu St. Andrew’s.
church, Mra. William Flemming and Mrs.
William C. Smith. In Cliftun chwch,
Mrs. Rubert Loughead Mrs. Juseph Loug-
head. 1n Harmony, Saml. Jas. Archibald.
In Shubenacadie, Mrs lsaac Logan. 1ln
Acadia Mines, Mrs. Rebecca Johnson, ank
Mra. McKeen, living in Cape Breton, [s
it not somewhat remarkable that all arc
women, with but one exception, and alt
the women but one are widows, a good ex-
ample 1 think of the longevity of our
women,

1 was ahsent from the Province at the
time of the Dectur's ordination but 1 have
been informed by one who was present
that the late Rev. John Sprott preached
the.urdination sermon from the text ** He
‘that recriveth a prophut in the name of «
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward.”
The Jate Rev. Hugh Ress iutroduced the
Dr. to the cungregation.

Svme time after thissettlement Dr. Mec-
Culliuch organized a Bible class, which, 1
understand, was the

FIRST IN THE DOMINION,

at least in the Presbyterian church. He
was assisted in this good work by the late
Revd. David McCurdy.

The doctor also started

THE FIRST MINSIONARY PRAYER MEETING

and sent from his congregation the first
countribation to the home niission commut-
tee of the church, of which I think he was
secretary. At one time there were six
prayer meeti igs, two Bible claises kept
vp steadily, und others occasionally. At
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the same time there were seven Sabbath |
schools within the limits of the congrega-
tion.

During his pastorate the doctor admit-
ted 1008 into the fellowship of the chureh,
baptized 960, married 520 and ofticiated at
810 funerals. 1t will be readily under-
stoud that it would be an utter impossibil-
ity for any man tu overtake the pastoral
work of so extensive a charge, and it con-
stautly iucreasing in numerical strength ;
hence the necessity for several divisions.

The first to separate from the parent
stewn was the Cliftun eection, which united
with Beaver Brovk and Princeport, mak-
ing tugether a separate charge. The next
was Salmon River, East Mountain and
Kemptown, which for a few years received
aid from the supplementing fund of the
church, but is now self-sustaining. Last
year the Kemptown section built a neat
church which I believe is clear of debt.
1 am unable to give the dates of these two
separations, but | am of the opinion that
both took place after the erection of the
church in the village.

A new church was in contemplation at
Trurv for sume years before any decided
steps were taken towards its erection. At
length a few energetic women took the
matter in hanc, and by hard work and
persevering effurt raised a sufficient (or
very nearly suficient) sum of money, and
purchased the eligible and beautiful site
on which the First Prosbyterian Church
now stands. That church was erected in
the year 1853, and very shortly after it
was vccupied it was found to be tvo small
for the growing wants of the congregation.
An addition of twenty feet was made to
it, and when finished I helieve every pew
was occupied. The congregation atill
continued to grow and the demand for
pastoral lahor grew with it, and at length
it was deemed advisable to separate the
flock. The congregation, if 1 remember
aright, was willing to divide only on the
greund that the interests of religion de-
manded it.

This separation was effected and the
new congregation entered on its separate |
existence on the Ist of January, 1875. |
They worshipped in the Y. M. C. Asso-
ciation Hall for nearly five years. Their
attention was first directed to the erec |
ton of & wanse, and when that was cumn-
pleted the more formidable undertaking |
of a church was proceeded with, 1rd
some time in the year 1880 was completed

to the great comfort and satisfaction on
the congregation.

Harmony has been sct off as & mission
station and I suppuse before long (perhaps
in connection with Greenficld) will be
erccted into a separate cuongregation.

St. Paul's congregation was originally
in connection with the church of Scotlana,
but having come into the union she has
no distinctive existence but like the other
churches form part of whas is now ‘‘the
Presbyterian church in Canada.” Fora
god while like all young churches she
had to struggle almost for an existence
but her progress of late years has been
most satisfactory. A few years age ’‘.e
church editice was greatly enlargeu aud
the congregation is now in a remarkably
prosperous condition. Ido not know the
number of church members on the com-
munion rolls of Clifton and Coldstream
but the volls of the three churches in
Truro will indicate very fairly the degree
of prosperity to which our Preshyterianism
has attained. The total number on these
three rolls is over 900,

QUR FINANCIAL PROSPERITY

keeps pace with our number-. Lastyew
the aggregate amount raised by these
churches for religious and benevolent pur-
puses was the respectable sum of $9,300.
It will be readily seen that our Presby-
terianism has kept well to the front.  That
it has not laggged behind while our agri-
cultural, commercial and manufacturing
industries have been prosperous to ade-
gree that fifty years ago could scarcely
have been conccived by the most fruitful
imagination.

1 do not cunsider it my place to enquire
what part Dr. McCulloch had in produc-
ing 8o satisfactory a result but I am sure
it must give him pleasure on this occasion
of his jubilee tu note the growth and pros-
perity of that cause which he had so much
at heart, and now before I close let Me
say that amidst the multidinous changes
that have taken place during the last fifty
years, the scientific discoveries that have

cen made; the wonderful inventions that
have been brought to light; the progress
that Las been made in developing the re-
sources that lay hidden beneath the earth’s
surface, Lam glad to say there is une thing
that has not changed, does not admit of

" change and that is the ** Guspel of the

Grace of Gud.” There may be changes
in our wuner of worship—there have
been to some extent, but the Gospel has
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not changed and the truth set furth by
our ministers is the same Mighty power
which works through faith into salvation.

Let this day's service have the «fivet of
stimulating us to Lold fast by the faith
once delivered to the Saints, not to let it
go, for it is our life.

Finally, let us take with us the motto
upon which we, as Presbyteriaus profess
to act, viz.: Unity, Charity and Loyality;
unity in the prosecution of the great
work of the salvation of the world, regard-
less of denominational lines, provided the
great essentials of our faith are firmly
held; charity tuwards all men, doing good
as we have opportunity. and, loyality,
not 8o much to our Preshyterianisw,
though that must n it be lust sight of, but
loyalty to onr great Head and King in
whose service it has been our sacred duty
and our high privilege to work in the as-
sured confidence that eventuolly the whole
world will be subject to his beneficent
reign,

SELF-EFFACEMENT IN WORK.

A quality of consecrated power is indi-
cated by the wings with which, in the
Vision of the Seraphim, each seraph cov-
ered his feet, or indeed his whole person.
This quality of self-effacement, or self-
forgettulness, enters into all good work,
and most of all into the best. A great
work apparently does itself. Some dny
the humble dver awakens, and behold,
the work is done, and he is famous, and
he is himself astonished. He only knew
that™ there ‘was & good work tv do, ora
great wrong to resist, and he had no ckoice
Lut to beat it. So men have conduct:d
themselves in battls ; the fortress must be
taken or the sally made and it was doae
without thought of glory. The luss of this
gnality of selt-forgetfulness spuils a good

work. The Governor of a State is going

on nobly with measures of public bene§-
cence; he holds the people’s confidence,
until some day they percéive he is calcu-
lating the value of his policy for his own
political ends. A friend comes to advise
with me, and 1 take his admonitions as
precious balm, his commendations as proof
of his affection, until he ruins all that he
has said with one lurid flash of self-cn-
scivusness, showing that he is tharking
chielly of his own wisdom and superiority.
Efface yourselves, if you would have your
work stand. Do it, as it can ouly be

i dune, by standing in the presence of God.
Yet this solf-effacement also is represented
l in the vision by wings. Self must be lost
‘ behind the activity of self. There is no
' other way to become unconscious but to
‘ luse une’s self in his work. It is not be-
' cause men make so much of sheir work,
but because they wake sv little of it that
they cannot forget themselves in it.
*Yonder is myself without the incon-
venience of myself,” sanid Lacurdaire when
his brother monk was uvlevated over his
head. Iu the sick room where souls are
learning paticnce, as well us in active call-
ings where they are lecarning diligence, is
there a way opened to forget self in the
calling of Gud.—Dr. Phillips Brouks.

A SUCCESSFUL PRESCRIPTION.

A Christian worker relates: ** A doctor
in a country district was one very stormy
night quietly sitting by his room fire, and
huping, as he listened to the wind and
r1ain without, that he would not be called
out. A minute or two later a servant en-
tered with a note. Looking at it, the
doctor said, * Seven miles’ ride: I suppose
I must go.” Silently he rode for the tirst
six miles without meeting any one; then
he noticed a cart drawn by a half starved
lovking horse. He louked for the driver,
but found none. On he went for another
mile, when he noticed a dark object stag-
gering along in the middle of the road.
As the doctur came up, the owner of the
horse stammered out: ¢ I say, docror, is
that you? 1 want you to give me 8 pre-
scription: they say you ate real good to
the poor, perhaps you will give it to me
for nothing.” ¢ Well, my friend, what is
it that ails you? said thedoctor. * I want
a prescription for heeping my legs from
turning into the saloon.” 1 cannat give
you it, my man, but there is a great Pay-
sician, u fiiend of mine, will give you
*.uat you want.” ¢ Oh, tell me where he
lives, that I may go to him, forl am in
danger of lusing both budy and soul.’
Days passed, and again the doctor saw
the same figure on the road, but not in-
toxicated this time. He came up, caught
the ductor by the hands, and with tears
rolling down his face, he said, * God bless
you! That was all, but the doctor un-
derstood that the great Physician had
dealt with hit, and had .flected a cure of
buth budy and toul. For Him no case is
too desperate; He can save unto the utter-
most,’,— Christian Herald
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A SUGGESTION FROM DENNIS.

When Dennis mentioned the matter for
the first time I was almost indignant, We
were sitting by tho fireside one eveuing —
e had been reading the paper, and 1 was
almost dozing over a dull book — when he
locked up quite suddenly and said, ‘1
have boen thinking Clara. that you and 1
should begin giving systematically.”

* Giving systematically tu what?” 1
asked, in genuine surprise, and endeavor-
ing to look wide awake aad interested.

** Why, to the church and missions and
80 ou.” exclaimed Dennis.

*‘Give what ¢’ I asked again, setting
my lips a trifle firmer and making it just
as hard for poor Dennis as 1 could.

‘ Moncy, of course,” he answered.
 You know what I mean, dear. Suppose
weo keep a tithe box! At present we
really give nothing worth speaking of.
We mean to, but when Sunday comes
there is no small change in the house, or
we neglect to take it. Then we have not
felt able to pay for sittings in church, and
it is beginning to seem easier to stay away
than to ask the ushers for seats every
time. If we had the tithe mouney things
would b2 very different with us [ iinagine.”

** Whatever are you thinking of Dennis,”
gaid I, ** to talk 80 zoberly of giving when
you know we have not nearly enough to
live on as it is? It is more of a problem
every day, with our income, to make ends
meet. To be sure, one-tenth of it is small
enough to be ridiculous; we would not
care to have any one know how small; but
we could never do without it, that is ger-
tain.” )

I looked meaningly around the plain
little room, with its modest, lonely-lovking
furniture, and reminded Dennis of the
reut which was overdue and the many
things we buth needed. 1 even quuted
acripture to the effect that if any provide
not for his own he is worse than an infidel,
and, being fairly started, soon talked both
him and myself into a very dissatisfied
frame of mind. It all ended in Dennis
saying, ¢ Oh. well, no doubt. as you eay.
what is impossible, is impussible, and that
ends'it. - But I do wish. we were able to
give something.”

The matter was not again referred to
between us, but it came again and again
to my mind. It seemed quite out of wy
power to forget it, for 1 was conscious
that, the responsibility of the final dedi-

sion being tnine, the guilt, if guilt there
were, wus mine, too. But Dennisdid not
have his salary raised and expenses in-
creased rather than lessened. ecunomize
as I would. It was &till true that there
was frequently no money for the Sunday
collections, regular or special, and we at-
tended service less and loss frequently
fecling sure our acquaintances remarked
our having no sittings in our own church.

In this state of affairs a serious :llness
came to e, and, a8 I needed constant
care, Dennis, who was very busy in the
«fice. proposed that we send for a youug
girl whum we had become iutercsted in,
as a child, in the orphans’ home. 1 knew
she had experience in attending .the sick,
and rather unwillingly consented. Maggie
was a capable, well-tiained girl, and wade
herself very necessary to me from the frst
day. She had a peculinrly gentle and
pleasing voice, and I loved to hear it so
well that, during my convalescence, I
kept hertalkingonone pretextorothermost
of the time. In this spirit. I asked her
rather languidly one day what she kept in
a little pasteboard box | had several times
noticed in her hands,

*This is my tithe-box,” said Maggie,
turning her honest blue eyes full on me.
I was just counting the money over to
see how wuch 1 have for the missions
next Sunday.”

** Why, child,” said 1, ¢ come here and
sit by me. I want to talk tv you. Do
you mean to tell me that you give a tenth
to the Lord ?”

The girl was rather surpriged &k, 10y ve-
1 eienge, Lut she answered simply, **Why,
yes mna'am. 1 am very sorry it is solittle
1 c¢an give, having only my earnings.
Sometimea I think it would bLe nearer
right if I, whose whole is such a trifle,
should give one fifth, There is 80 much
need of wmoney, you know. Jt is different,
with rich people; one tenth of their money
is a great deal, and s0 much good can be
accumplished with it.”

J winced under Maggie's ingenious argu-
ment—such a decided inversion of mine—-
but she, sweet child, all unconscious of
my thoughts, went on to tell me of the
good matron-at-the home, who had taught
her, as a li{tle child, that she had a Father
in heaven ready to be more to her than
the father and mother she had lost.
**She told us,” said Maggie ‘‘that when
Jesus left the earth, after his resurrection,
he put the missivnary work he had been
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doing for three years and for that matter,
all his life, the matron said —in our hands
to do for him, aud he said plainly that
every one of us who love him shallshow it
by what we do of the work he loved. 1f
we can not preach or teach, ur give up all
our time to him here, or over theseas, we
cun at least give a part of our money to
him. She liked us to give him a tenth,
because that was Gud's own plan for the
people he loved ; and so must be the
division of one’s money which pleases him
best. ‘It is his right,’ the dear matvon
said one day, *to have a tenth of ourall,
and after that, if we spare more we call it
a gift.” She gave us all a tithe box, and
the very first money I earned, all my own,
I put a tenth in it.  Since then 1 always
have a little to give to the Lord’s work,
though it grieves me that it is often only
a few cents, when hundreds of dollars are
needed. But 1 remember the mation’s
saying that it. was wicked to fret coven
about that ; that we must pray the more
for his blessing on the little.

“But how do you manage to live,
Maggie ? Do you have anything left for
yourself ?

*“Oh, yes. I earn money by working
in different ways, sew.ng and helping sick
ladivs like you, and what is left after I
count cut the tenth ssems to go so far in
bringing what I need that 1 always have
enowgh,” .

**So our matron thought that every one
should give a tenth to the Lord, Maggie ¥”

* No, ma’'am,” was the quiet answer,
** She did not say we ought to ; she did
not think of it in that way. But she said
that, like the other plans the good Lord
has made for our every day living, it is
really all to make us good and happy.
We are 80 glad when we ouce begin to
give in that way, and the nine-tenths
which we keep are blessed of him with the
one he accepts, zo it is lifted above being
orgilnary money and does us far move
g() .’7

My mind was busy with these sweet
words long after Maggie had left me, and
the question came, if she can give out of
her pitiful poverty, what is my excuse?
Yes, I saw clearly now. 1 had been all in
the wrong. and & stumbling block to mry
husband. 8o, in tho evening, as we sat
cosily by the fire again, ioth hapyy in my
returning stiength, 1 raid to Devnis, ** 1
have learned a lesson which wakes my ill-

ness a blessing, dear. SlLall 1 tdl you of-

it? And then 1 told him of Maguie's
ministering to my soul, as well as to my
budy, aud shuwed him a little box on
which was written ‘*tithes.” Dennis did
not speak at first, but a glad look shone
in his eyes, aud he clasped my hand very
tenderly.

*“The Lord’s hand is in this, Clara,” he
said at last. ““ We will pledge a t:the of
all God ever gives us over this little box,
won't we 1’

The tirst bit ot money ‘went inside the
lid that very uight, and a new content
came intu both our hearts. Any doy has
an added pleasure when Dennis and 1 sit
side by side to count out the tithes and
put it safely awsy. There is no more
trouble about money for church and money
for missions, We soon found that we
could afford a modest seat in the church,
and straightway felt at home there as
never before.

It would be a half truth to say we never
miss that money. It has brought us a
blessing. Though we are not rich and
ptobably never will be, we are ci..tent,
which is far better, and need not frot about
matters any more. ‘‘(), Dennis,” I said
the other day, ‘* how well worth heeding
that suggesticn of yours has proved !"—
Marie James.

CHANGING THE CROP.
BY REV, THEODCRE L. CUYLFER.

The human hedrt may be likened to
soil, and the character of t' ¢ soil must be
judged by the crop which it yields. By
their fruits shall ye know them.” The
natural growth of the heart is wveds and
sthistles ; but when good grain is grown,
there mnust be cultivation and rains from
Reaven ; the agency of the Holy Spirit is
indispensable. There never was a self-
generated Christian, and there never will
be. ‘* Without Mg,” truly said the
Author of all spiritual life, * ye can do
nothing.” ,

Among all the noxious growths of the
uncunverted leart, che thorns, the tares,
and the thistles, the rankest and the most
abundant ie sclfishness. It is a very de-
ceptive weed, often looks like genuine
wheat, but on closer inspection it turns
out to be a tare. This is the worst of all
‘'weeds, for it greedily monopolizes the
heart and exlauststhe soil, leaving almost
nothing for anybody else, and nothing at
all for Ged. The selfish man is one who

“
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nct only lives for his own pleasute and
profit, but neglects his follow-creatiry,
and robs his God of everything. Dives is
the divinely pictured representative of
solfishness, He was sent to hell, not be-
causs he was a drunkard, a swindler, a
blasphemer, or a profligate, tut simply
hecause he lived supromely for himself,
with no thought of his Creator or of his
fellow creatures. And tens of thousands
of ‘“highly respectable ” peaple are for the
same reason driving straight to perdition
in a tine “‘turnout,” or else walkiny thither
over Wilton carpets with gorged pockets
and starved souls. The Dives family die
as they live, with hearts overgrown with
thistles to the last. The man alse who
lives for nothing else than to get rich, but
fails in it and dies poor, wnay be just as
selfish at the core as Dives, and may, like
him, ** go to his own place.”

We have a fine illustration of changing
the heart crop in the history of that proud,
fiery, self-willed young man who stnod
guard over the clothes of the cruel wretches
who were stoning S*ephen to death. He
was just as cruel as they were. His heart
wa8 8o iron-clad with self-rightevusness
and bigotry, that it breathes out thieaten-
ing and slaughter against the best men and
women on God's globe. This same man
in after years becomes one of the kindest,
gentlest, and most unselfish benefactors
of his race that ever lived. He will go
any distanze to save a soul. ¢ For love’s
sake " he beseeches Philemon to remive
kindly a runaway slave, and treat him as
a “‘brother beloved.” When he bids good
bye to his Ephesian flock, he reminds them
how he earned his own living, and
‘“ghewed you how that so labur.ng, ye
ought to support the weak, and to re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus
Christ how He said * It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’"” Grand old man !
The vile crop of self-will, self-righteous.
ness, and self-seeking, has all been rooted
out, and Love has turned his heart into a
fruitful garden of the Lord. Instead of
the thorns has come np the fir-tree, and
insteadl of the brier has come up the
myrtle tree. And 8» completely has self
been rooted out, that this hervic man
claims no credit for the change of crop,
but keeps saying **Nut I, not I, but Christ
liveth in me.” Love has become the
master-passion of his soul; the love of
Chirist possesseth him.

Now here is a good test for all those

who raise thé question Am 1 truly con-
verted ¢ It must be settled by this other
question Has there been any change of
crop in my character and conduct? 1f
selfishness in some form has never been
rovted out of your heart, and if love to
Jesus and luve to others has not sprouted
up, then you are not converted. The
Holy Spirit has wrought no real change
there, and you are yet in yoursins., Faith
that saves you, can ouly ** work by love;”
faith is simply an union of your soul to the
loving Jesus in entire self-surrender. A
personal incident— which I may possibly
have given before in these columns —will
illustrate this evidence of conversion. A
self-willed and rather churlish youth was
induced to go to cliurch to hear a noted
preacher, whose sermon was on the love
of Christ the conqueror of selfishness.
The hoy said nothing to his parents about
the sermen, but the next morning he came
to his mother and inquired of her very
kindly *Shan’t I do this for yout” All
that day and the next he was making him-
self as. helpful and loving as he could,
** \What makes our Fred so wonderfully
kind and obliging this week ?” said his
mother to her husband. ‘I don’t know,”
replied the husband, ‘‘ unless he was con-
verted last Sunday.” The man was right ;
his son had been quietly changed in heart
by the Divine Spirit, ayd had begun to
act differeutly. There was a change of
crop. The thorns of selfishness and wii-
fulness had given place to some tender
bladea of love, and after years hmve proved
that the conversion was genuine. e
f elfishness, like the trite  of thomy
piavts in Palestine, has a great many
forms. Mr. A——had a bitter quarrel
wih Mr. B——, whomn he had wrunged,
and was too obstinate to confess himaelf in
the wrong. During a puwerful revival
Me. A—-~ was deeply convicted, and
found no peace. One evening he espied
Mr. B—— in the prayer-meeting, anl
motioned to hiw to go out with him into
the vestibule. He there confessed his sin
and asked Mr, B—— to forgive him; he
then went back, and riasing in the mesting,
he annonnced with great joy that he had
accepted the Savicur. There was no reom
for the vines and the fig-trees to grow in
that man’s heart, unti]l the abominable
thistles of hatred had been rvoted up. The
love of Christ implanted thero—both
Cirist's love for him and his newly-
awakened love for Christ—began to yield
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another kind of crop in character and con-
duct.

There are a great many ways of testing
the genuineness of conversions. But 1do
not know a more thorough, unerring, and
exhaustive test than this one—has self
yielded to Christ? Will self let loose of
its money, and give it where it will honor
Christ and ao good? Will self lower its
topsails, and come down in the dust and
usk forgiveness? Will self quit its resent-
ments and grudges, and begin to melt in-
. to brothorly kindness?  Will self stop rob-
bing God, and give Him the heart? Will
self break off from its wicked indulgence
and lusts, and begin to keep Christ’s com-
mandments? If so, then Christ is con-
queror. The man is a new creature; the
old crop of thorns and briers has begon to
be plucked out, and the new crop of Christ-
ly affection has begun to springup. Love
may start at first as a very tender blade;
but careful cultivaiion under the sunshine
of Christ’s countenance and the showers
of His Spirit, will bring at last the ** full
coru in the ear.” My friend, the first
wicked weed in your heart that you lay
hold of, is the beginning of true repentance;
the first loving word or deed to pleaso
Jesus Christ, is the beginning of faith.
Heo that denieth not himself and cometh
not after Christ, cannut be His disciple,
or ever reach heaven.

SPIRITUALDESPOTISM'IN RUSSIA.

Some time ago reference was made in
these columns to the cundition of the
Lutheran Church in the Baltic Provinces
of Russia. The many disabilities they
were under and the intolerable oppression
to which the members of that communion
were subjected, moved them to address
remonstrances to the authorities, praying
that they might be granted svme degrec
of toleration and the mitigation of the se-
vere laws directed against them. During
the reign of the last Czar their condition
was much more favorable then the present
autocrat is willing to allow. All remon-
strance has, however, been in vain. The
harsh and oppressive laws devised to
favor the nativnal Greek Church, instead
of being relaxed, are applied with greater
severity than ever. 1t seems to be the
design of the Russian authorities to con.
vert all dissenters from the Greek Church,
not by reasun or Scripture, but by the
strong arm of law, That such wetheds

will result disastrously is only too obvious.
However despotic a ruler may be, he can-
not become lord of the conscisnces of his
people, and this is precisely what Alex-
ander 111, is striving to become.

The Interior publiches a letter from a
person in Esthonin, to a relative resident
in Chiocago, which, though fragmentary,

ives a very vivid idea of the spivitual
gespotism under which the Lutherans in
the Bultic Provinces are placed. - If u
Lutheran desires to join the Greek Church
he has every encouragement to do so. The
methods of persuasiun are numervus and
varied.” Inducoments of temporal benefit
are held out, and if these are not sutlicient,
annoyances are frequent, and the hesita-
ting convert is also spurred on by threats
which caunot Ly any means be regarded
as empty. In these circumstances it is
not marvellous that some who would pre-
fer it otherwise, find their way into the
fold of the national Church. Should a
member of the orthodux Greek Church
desire to join the Lutheran or any other
comnmunion, almost insuperable vbstacles
impede the change. We are so sccustomed
~o the freedom enjoyed in all Anglo-Saxon
communities of adujting the Chuich con-
nection which conscience counsels, that it
is difticult for us to realize the ditabilities
dissenters from the Greek Church in
Russia have to endure. The person de-
sirous of leaving that Church to join
another~smust. apply to the authorities,
ecclesiastida]l and civil, for permission to-
‘makeé the change. That permission is
usually withheld, andshould the individual
persist in spite of refusal to folluw out his.
religious corvictions, he must be prepared
to suffer the cunsequences, which in due
time he will tind are quite formidable.

The letter referred to gives several in-
stances of the hardships endured by thore
who wish earnestly to follow their religi-
ous convictions. A Lutheian pastor was
accused falsely of speaking disparagingly
of the Czar. That wag enough, Tlere
was no trial, no examination of witnesses.
The accused pastor was_asked for no ex-
plenation, nor was he given any oppor-
tunity of defending himself. The dccree
of banishment was pronounced against
him, and he had to go into exile forthwith.
A faithful pastor feels it to be his duty to
warn his flock against ‘the errurs of the
Greek Church, and to put his people on
their guard against. the insidious methods -
employed to detach them from their own.
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That forins a ground of accusation against
him, and he is at once at the mercy of
thase who wield the sccular power.  Ano-
ther instance may be cited to show the
strength of the persecuting spirit with
which Lutherans in western Russia have
to contend.

A pastor in Liveland was depwed be-
cause he adivised two girls, members of
the Greck Church hy compulsion (their
father had them chiistened in that
Chuich), but who openly confussed to the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and whe
petitivued eaid pastor to receive them into
his congregagion, to petition the Czr.
They did 8o with a heroism seldom found,
proclaimed their faith, of which even the
Emperor could not 10b them.  The conse-
(uence was the pastor's prosecution and
sentence and exile from his congregation.
He was sent into the interior of Russia,
and as an act of pardun he was permitted
after & lapee of two ycars to go to the
German colonics of Russia, far away from
his home, and preach there.

These are but examples of what is
go{ng on all the tiwe under Muscovite
rule.
largely prevail 1 The object of this harsh
procedure is apparent. It is simply an
effort to bring about the entire suppreasion
of the Lutheran Church in Russian terri-
tory. The deluded Czar imagines ho can
become absolute ruler vver the temporal
and spiritual destinies of his unhappy
people.
not succeed. God alune is Lord of the
conscience, and His perogative He will
not give toancther. In seeking to assume
dominatiun over the svuls and consciences
of wen, failure is inevitable, All the
dungeens in Russia, all the, terrosay of
Siberia cannot make the people think as
the Czar dictates. The rudiments of civil
and religious liberty have yet to be learned
in the Russian Empire.--Can. Pres.

JOINING THE CHURCH.
BY THEODORE L. CUYLFR, D. D.

Qught 1 to make a pullic confession of
faith and join the church ¢  This most im-
purtant question is, no doubt, agitating
the winds of many of the readers of these
pages. The fust person with whom most
of you would discuss this question would
be your own pastor. He would probably
gay tu you, ** Yes, my friend, you h«d bet

18 it strange that discontent should .

It is certain that in this he can-

ter do 80, provided that you have already
joined Jesus Christ.” 1f the Son of God
be within your heart, then you are spirit-
ually alive ; you have experienced the new
birth ; you are prepared to live the Chris-
tian life because he liveth in you. If you
only make membership in a church the
main thing, if you unite yourself to noth-
ing stronger than a company of frail, fal-
lible fellow-creatures and expect them to
tow you along by the power of their pray-
ers and fellowship, then you have but a
poor chance of success in this world, or of
heaven in the next,

The first questions for you to settle are,
Have you been born anew by the Holy
Spirit ¥ Have you by sincere faith united
your heart to the omnipotent Saviour?
1f 80, then your public acknowledgment of
this fact by connecting .ycurself with a
Christian churoh is the completion of the
process of joining the Lord Jesus. Heart-
union first, then open confession. Christ
demands both ; and when both steps are
taken, you have become one with him.
Your hea:t is by a mysterious but real
process jinked to his infinite heart of love.
“You join your weakness to Christ’s
strength, your .gnorauce to his wisdom,
your unworthineas to his merits, your
frailty to his watchful oversight, your pov-
erty to his boundless resvurces of grace.
Your spiritual destiny is bound up with
your Lurd’s. Because he lives you shall -
live also, and you will be kept by the pow-
erof God through faith unto full salvation.
A glorious conception is this; and if," by
God’s help, you are making this a reality,
then-go forward. The souner, thé bétter.

But' perhaps ybu still may bé troubled
as tu the.eridences of this inward work of
the Spirit, and may inquire what they are.
** Just what_js:it to be a Christian 2" and,
*““How ought 1" to feel "' and, ** How
ought 1 to be and to do ¢ "—these may be
the queries that are agitating your mind.
My own habit as a pastor has been to put
into the hands of all who propeae to unite
with the church a series of questions, of
which the most vital and comprehensive
are the following :

Have you seen yourself to be a sinner
against Giod ¥ Have you not only repent-
ed of past sins and sought forgiveness, but
do you hate all manner of sin and desire
and pray to bo delivered from the power
of evil! Is your hope of avecptance .with
God founded upon the iord Jesus Christ,

and upon him alvne ? Have you surrend-
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ered your heart to Christ, and are you
willing to "llow him whitherscever he
shall lead u? Is it ycur svlemn pur-
pose, in reliance on his grace, to cleave to
Christ as your Saviour and Guide to the
end of life ¢ In order to maintain your
Christian life, do you make conscience of
secret prayer and the reading of God's
word as your rule of duty ?

You will observe that tt  interroga-
tories embrace the two core-iaeas of Chris-
tianity, which are to hate sin and to love
Chriat, to turn from sin and to follow
Christ. These are the scriptural signs of
a genuine spiritual life in the soul.  That
life may be as yet very fecble ; it may be
only the weak valse-beat of a baby ; the
‘*‘blade ” of gre.ce may yet be very small ;
but if the life is there, then seek to
strengthen it by prompt and hearty con-
fession of your Saviour., In the New
Testament cases a conversion to Christ
commonly was followed by a prompt ack:

. nowledgnient of Christ. Open your heart
to God ; ask him to search you and to lead
you; and if, after honest searching and
self-testing, you are porsuaded that Christ
has begun to live within you, then take
your stand for your Saviour. The Church
wasnotintended to beonlya pasture’ground
and a field of activity for mature Christi-
ans, but aleo a training schoal for the
young, the inexperienced and the imma-

.ture. The fold of Christ is & Pplace in

which not unly the slder sheep “inay wax.;

fat and flourishing, but the lambs may also
be protected from hard winters. Do ‘not
cowe in with the idea of remaining always
as a lamb—- especially as a’** cosset "—but
enter the Church of the great Shepherd to
grow and expand your Jungs and ¢ becomne
strong in the Lcrd. The phrase ** a per-
fect man ” (in the fourth chapter of Ephe-
sions) really signities a fiull-grows man :yet
how can you ever reach that unless you
begin f - ‘

To join the church before you have
joined the Lord Jesus is a mockery, and
will be a source of untold misery also.
May your conscience, enlightened by pray-
er, keep you from such a rash and rumous
step ! But it your soul has joined the
Saviour, then give him your whole a 1f,
your whols influence, your time. your tal-
ents and entire life, Not much can you
give hin at the best, but give him «ll in a
public and perpetual covenant. - Join -his
church for eternity.

WHAT IT COSTS TU SMOKE.

Last year the losses by reported fires in
the United States reached a total of $120,-
000,000, or an average monthly lusa of
$10,000,000. This is regarded as an enor-
mous waste, and is laryely due to incendi-
arism and carelessness, How to reduce
the amount 8o lost is a matter of constant
study: - Legislatures, local governments,
and insurance companies make regulations
and exercise the greatest care to prevent
fires. And yet the loss they occasion is
$60,000,000 per anuum Jess than the
amount paid by consumers for cigars, and
$86,5600,000 less than the total cost of to-
bacco consumed in smmoke. Last year tax
was paid upon 3,610,898,488 cigars. The
average smoker is content with a cigar
worth $30 per 1,000, or one that retailsat
five cents, On that basis there annually
goes up in smoke $180,000,000, or 815,-
000,000 every mouth, half a million dollars
every day. In additivn, boys waste on
cigarettes $6,5600,000, and those who pre-
fer a pipe a further sum of $20,000,000.
How many smoke 1 1f we deduct from
the total pupulation as non smokers all
children under fifteen, constituting forty

er cent; of the total population of 60,-
80_0,000, it leaves 36,000,000, of whom one-
half are females. Deducting these gives.
amale %ulation, above the age of fifteen,
of 18,000,000. If six out of everyten
males abuve the age of fifteen smoke, it
“means .that 10,800,000 - persong.consume
3,610,098,488 cigars;*.or an average per
smd ker of 325 cigars. per annum. This is
less than one cigar a day. - The average
smokér, however, ia nout apt to be con-
tented wirh a daily allowance of one cigar,
demanding . at least two. If the latter
basis.is the ncavest correct, the artny of
cigar-smokers would be 4,809,44, being
eight per ceant. of the tutal population
above the age of fifteen. Whatever the
number of smokers, it is a nioderate esti-
u.~te to place the cost of smoking to the
people u?the United States at $206,50C.-
000. If the cost of chewing tobacco is .
added, the total expenditure for tobacco
reaches $269,5600,000 ; that is, a sum that
represents a per capita tax of £3.44 per
ananum. — Anrerican Grocer.

m . .

The Ritualistic clergy in the Church of
En¢land now designate the Lord’s Supper - -
¢ The Mass.”
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LETTER FROM MRS. McKENZIE.
Eraxon, Erate, Nov, 21st, 1888,

My Dear Mrs. McCurdy :

I think 1 received your letter of Jan.
9th while in New South Wales, but !
avoided writing more than was really
necessary that 1 might have as much time
as possible free from occupation, to re-
gain my lost strength and be equal to my
work when we should return. 1 was wurn
cut, had been suffering severe pain for
years. As soon as we arrived in Syduey
1 cunsulted one of the best doctors there
who relieved me in a great measure from
pain. We then went to the mountains,
where we could enjoy cuol bracing air and
escape the sca breeze. )

We took Jessie with us, but we could
nct keep her long as the most of her holi-
days were over befure we reached Sydney.
We found her enjoying excellent health,
We remained on the uountains until the
first of March, felt the c .d a good deal
tiut we were doubtless boenefitted by the
change.

We kept our little boys with us until we
returned to Sydney in March. A home
was then secured for them in the family of
a Scotch lady and gentleman living in one
of the healthiest suburbs of Sydney. They
went with their family to Ausiralia about
three yeurs ago and have opened a private
school or rather a kind of College. Mr.
and Mrs, Smith have high testimonials
(taken with them from home) both as
Christians and educators of the young and
so far we have every reason to be thank.
ful that our boys are with them.

Jessie has been with Mr. and Mrs.
Ella (formerly missionaries on ‘¢ Uea™)
for seven years. She has had good train-
ing and made good progressin her studies,
In September last she went up for the

University exawination, and at our re- |

quest she left the Ellas Oct. 1st, for the
Ladies' College which has recently been
opened. We wish to give our children an
education which will fit them for a life of
usefulness, in whatever sphere the Lord
may be pleased to open fur them.

It was while we were in Sydney that the
F. troojs were removed and Priest who
was near ** Meli” has also gone. There
was no door open to him either among his
own countrymen or the natives.

The-Foreign settlers are still L.ere ani
those with whom we have coms: in con-

tact are very friendly. One of them sent
us a case of vegetables lust week. This
has been done repeatedly.  Weo are still
teaching the settler's children, some of
them Roman Catholic, but not French.

The Lord’s work goes un encouragingly.
The teachers did as well as we could ex-
pect during our absence. None of the
classes or schouls left in their charge were
neglected. :

Since we landed here in June we have
been exceedingly busy. We each teach
between five and six hours a day Saturday
excepted. The teacher and I attend the
early morning Bible readirg from half-
past five till half-past six, he a class of
men, I of women. Inmy absence, for we
o to one of the uther villages every week,
the teacher’s wife takes the women.

I have been trying to spend a good part
of my time among the women, with a
view to their better acquaintance with the
Word, a more close walk with God them-
selves, thus living a purer life before their
children, and training them wore for the
Lord. I have a class with the women of
three different villages on the afternoons
of \}"ednesday, Thutsday and Friday each
week.

Mr. Mackenzie has had a good deal of
manual labour, With native help he has
built a neat cottage of two rooms at Fila.
We have been living in it for some time
when at that village. The people were
very hearty in assisting with it. The
work there is very encouraging. We have
two excellent teachergthere just now, but
1 am afraid we shall Lave to withdraw oue
of them as we have teen asked to supply
Aniwa with a teacher, and there are none
in the training class ready to go out.

Efforts made to train young men for
this work have been signally blessed. All
who have gone out are giving good satis-
faction. The class now numbers eighteen
or twenty, but abour half are boys who
wore farthest advanced in the different
studies in school and who have recently
joined the class.

You will be glad to know that Mr Mac-
donald of Havanna Harbour is now in
Melbourne correcting the proof sheets of
the New Testament in Efatese and hopes
to return with it in a few months.

Woe Lave had vne addition to our num-
ber this year. a Mr. Macdonald from Mel-
bourne. Came down s late to be settled,
will probably he settled after the meeting
of Synud next year.  Others in Melbourne
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are preparing to come, and next year we
hope the New Zealaud and Tasmanian
churches will increase theirstaff.  *‘Fields
are white and souls are dying.”

May 1 ask that in your Society gather-
ings you would plead the cause of those
dark-hearted *“Meli ” people who are still
holding out holdly against the Guspel.

Again thanking you for your kind letter,
T will close as I have already made this too
long. Mr. Mackenzie anites with me in
kind regards.

Your affectionate friend,
AMANDA MCKENZIE.

NATURE. AND FAITH.

For our light affliction which is for the
moment, worketh for us more and more
exceedingly an eternal weight of glory ;
while we look not at the things which are
seen but at the things which are not seen;
for the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are
eternal. —2 Cor. iv : 17, 18.

We wept—'twas Nature wept—but Faith
Can pierce beyond the gloom of death,
Andin yon world so fair and bright,
Behold thee in refulgent light !
We miss thee here, yet Faith would
rather

Know thou art with thy Heavenly Father.

Nature sees the body dead—

Faith beholds the spirit fled ;
Nature stops at Jordan’s tide—
Faith beholds the other side ;
That, but hears farewell and sighs—
This, thy welcome in the skies;
Nature mourns a cruel blow-—
Faith assures it is not 80 ;
Nuture never sees.thee more—
Faith but sees thee gone before ;
Nature tells a dismal story—
Faith has visions full of glory ;
Nature views the change with sadness—
- Faith contemplates it with gladness ;
Nature murmurs—Faith gives meekness,
¢ Strength is perfected in weakness 5
Nature writhes, and hates the rod—
Faith looks up and blesses God ;
Sense looks downwards—Iaith above ;
That sees harshness—this sees love
Oh ! let Faith victorious be—
Let it reign triumphantly !

But, thou art gone ! not lost, bub flown ;
Shall 1 then ask thee back, my own ?
Back—and leave thy spirit’s brightness?
Back—and leave thy robes of whiteness?

Back—and leave thine angel mould ?

Back —and leave those streets of gold ?

Back—and leave the Lamb who feeds thee?

Baok—from fountsto which He leads thee?

Back—and leave thy Heavenly Fathar (3

Back to earth and sin ?--Nay rather,

Would I live in solitude !

1 would not ask thee if I conld ;

But patient wait the high decree

That calls my spirit home to thee !
—Tract.

REPLENISHING THE LIGHT.

He stood in the street side by side with
the electric lamp, which he had lowered
from its lofty perch above the busy
thoroughfare. We were curious to see it
and stepped into the street.

«Replacing the carbon?’
man.

* Yes,” he replied.

The carbons are slender pipes, about
nine inches long, a campound of charcoal
and other ingredients. These supply the
fuel which the electric current kindles
into these dazzling embers that light the
streets of our cities and large towns.

«¢ Hoiw often do you replace them ¥’ we-
asked.

« Brery day,” was the answer.

We went away busily thinking. This
is not the only lamp that needs repienish-
ing every day. Uponthe pilgrim’s shaded
pathway to heaven, what a light is shed
by prayer! Abraham prayed, Jacob
prayed, Moses prayed, David prayed.
Daniel got himself into_serious earthly
trouble because he prayed so persistently.
All these, though, found light streaming
out of prayer’s lamp on life’s pathway,
and were cheered and comforted. Young
pilgrim in the better way. if you would
have steady light, let there be steadfast
px:lxyer. Don't forget to pray every day.—
Sel.

we ask the

Most criminals are young. Itis seldony
that a grave crime, provided it be the
first, is committed after the age of thirty.
A careful statistician has proved thatin the
entire male population of England and
Wales, the largest proportion of criminals.
is found to be between the ages of 20 and
95. Five times as many crimes are com-
mitted in the five years between these
limits as in the ten years between the ages
of 50 and 60,—ZEx.
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TRAINING PARENTS.

Thete is 4 great deal of talk about the
training cf children by parents. Notmuch
is snid about the training of {)&rent,s by
children, and a great deal might be said
about it.

While the parent is forming, or trying
to form, habits of self-control, the child is
forming in the parent. While the mother
is teachir ¢ hor little ones to talk correct-
Iy, how carefully is her little ~ne teaching
her toavoid all ncorrect, inelegant, im-
proper, slang expressions. Lvery offort
she puts forth for child, by . certain re-
trogctive force comes back 1 pon hergeli.
Her child, by the very necessities of its
being, traius her in self-forgetfulness,
lavingness, obedience to law. She must
know in order that she way teach her
<hild, guard it"from harm, lead it in right
ways, foresee and - ravent evil from hap-
pening to it. The juy and responsibility
of maternity trunsiorms many a gay and
careless woman into & thoughtful earnest,
painstaking student of child-nature.

What lessons of faith aud trust do our
little children teach us. We¢ love to lav-
ish on them every pussible evidence of
our love, and the word comes home to us:
“ If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts untv your children: how
much more shall your reavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him?"

By and by our children grow up and go
away from us. They have homes and
lives of their own in which their parents
have a comparatively swmall part.  They
have their own business and social circles,
perhaps their religious circle. Caught in
currents running at right angles to those
they were in when in the parent home,
they may drift far away in their faith and
practice from (hat they showed allegiance
to when under the paremai roof. Here
comes for the parenta training in toler-
ance, in waiting, intrust.  We cannot be-
lieve or suffer ur experience juy or vicis-
situde for vur children. We cannot live
their lives for them. They must learn
f r themselves the lesson of life. As we see
them pursuing courses which mus: end in
sorrow, we can only wait and pray that
out of evil God will still bring goud.

As the years bear us on, and we retire
more and more from the lubors and re-
sponsibilities of active life, our children
become to us increasingly what we were

to them in early maturity, it youth, in
childhood. 1t seems strange t« look for
support and protection to the children
that were once, and 20 short a time ago,
utterly dependent on us‘to let burdens
fall fron our shoulders on to theirs, and
to feel that their hands and hearts and
braius are stronger than ours, and more
capable than ours now are of meeting the
demands of life.

Happy the parent who so trains his
children that their training of him is agre-
eable and beneficent.

SHARPENING HIS KNIFE.

My neighbor, Mr. Slowcum, came over
last Sunday afteanoon to have a talk with
me. In his dull, drawling way he said :
‘¢ Now, Senex, don’t you think that we
ought to get a smarter preacher? The
sermon this morning was so dull that I
couldn’t keep awake, all | could do, and
my wife had to pinch me or I would have
snored out loud.”

‘* Are vousure ti:at the fault was in the
preacher, and not in the hearer? Didn't
you work very late this morning? Didn't
you have to hurry so about your chores
that you had no time to read your Bible or
to pray before you went to church? Were
not both your head and your heart too full
of your worldly cares and business when
you entered the house of God 7 If the
preacher had told about somie better or
easier way of farming, or about the pros-
pect for a rise in the price of wheat would
he not have interested you? Let me tell
you a story that 1 read in a newspaper
the other day.

‘*A wan was dining at a first-class
hotel. He ordered a beefsteak, tender
and rare. It was brought. He began to
carve it, but in a moment stopped, called
the waiter, and said : Thissteak won’tdo.
It is tough. Bring mea hetter one.” The
obsequious gentleman of color bowed, took
the dish away, returned in a few minutes
with another. This was tried with the
same result. It, too, was sent away. The
guest scemed hard to please. A third
steak was brought, tried and rejected.
The other guests became interested
and watched the result with side glances.
The third time the waiter took] awayZuot
only the steak, but the knife and fork of
the guest. He was absent longerthan be-
fore. He came hack with a smile that was
alimost broad envugh for a grin, and said :

N
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““Guess I got one tender enough this
time.” The guest took up his knife, cut
the steak, ang replied : ** Yes this is first
rate.”” Another guest, anxious to under-
stand the mystery of heefsteaks, called the
waiter tu him and said in an undertone :
¢ Pompoy, how did you geta beefsteak at
last tender enough for that man?” Steak
the same all the time, sir. But 1 sharp-
ened his knife, sir.”

** Now, that man did not even taste his
steak before he rejected it. It did not
cut easily, and hence he hastily concluded
that it was tough. The fault was notin
the steak. but in the knife. So with many
people when they goto church. Their
carg are dull. Their minds are preoccu-
pied. Because the preacher don't startle
them with something as brilliant as a flash
of lightning, they don’t gev interested.
They think of something else. They are
weary fiom overwork. They begin to
dose. Now, the voice of the preacher
whouse ideas they have not grasped, or
tried to, becomes a sort of lullaby, and
because they find it hard to keep awake,
they call the sermon dull.”

Neighbor Sloweum lovked a little cross
at fir t. But heis a good-natured fellow,
and after a while he brightened up and
said: *¢ Senex, 1 believe that you are more
than half right. The fact is that 1 work
too late Saturdays, and hurry too mnch
Sunday mornings. 1amall tuckered out
and wurried, and ain't fit to listen to a
sermon. I musttry to sharpen myself up.
I remember when-1 was a boy at home, my
good cld father would have us all quit
work au hour or two before sundown on
Saturdays, Then we would do up before-
tand as many of the Sunday chores as we
cou'd. Then we would ail take a bath,
and go to bed early. Sunday morning
we would get up early, feed our stock, get
our breakfast, have family worship, and
sit down and study our Sunday-school les-
sons vntil church-time. After church we
Lad a ¢ 1d dinner, and while eating it we
all Fal to tell what we could remem-
ler of the sarmon.  We didn’t talk about
the reople we saw at church, and how they
looked, and who ot them had new bonnets.
But we talked about what the minister
said and father made us feel sometimes as
if it was God who said it, rather than the
minister. People now-a-days wouldn’t
endure such sermons as we had then.
They were never less than an hour long ;
and they were not full of stories, but on

quotations from the Scriptures, and of
solid arguments based upon them, The
preachers discussed the doctrines, such as,.
¢ Depravity, ¥ ‘' God's Sovereignty, ”
‘“ Election” and *‘ Perseverance of the:
Saints ;" aud even the children listened to:
them, and remembered what they said.
They were trained to do it by the example
of their parents, and by being catechised .
at home.

I am afraid that there are a good many
Slowcums in our churches every Sunday.
And I would be willing to take a contract
to make the preaching twice as interesting
as it now is, if I could make the hearcrs
prepare for the Sabbath and the sanctuary
as they did in olden times.—-‘‘Senex ” in
Journal.

HOW TO WORK FOR CHRIST.

T have known a poor sick girl to become
2 ‘“means of grace” to a whole family by
her quiet patience, her serene trust, and
her tranquil joy under severe suffering.
Jesus Christ shone out through her lovely
character as a night-lamp shines through
a transparent porcelain vessel, and fills
the apartment with a gentle radiance. A
fearleas Christian clerk of my acquaintance
makes himself felt in the same way among
his fellow-clerks in the store. Without
any Pharisaic pretensions or assumptions,
he g - them some admirable ** object
teaching, ’ almost every day, by his square,
manly style of conscientious conduct.
Preach every vay, everywhere, by letting
Christ shine out of every chink and crevic:
of your character ; so shall your whole lifs
be full of light. The sermons in shoes are
the sermons to convert an ungodly world.
—Dr. T. L. Cuyler. :

WHAT THEN?

I am a Christian. What then? Why,
T am a rédeemed sinner, a pardoned rebel,
all through grace, and by the most wonder-
ful means which inflnite wisdomn could
devise.

Why, Tam a temple of God; and surely
I ought to be pure and holy.

I am a Christian. What then? Why,
T am a child of God; and I ought to be
filled with filial love, reverence, joy and
gratitude.

I am a Christian. What then? Why,
I am = disciple of Christ, and must imi-
tate him who was meek and lowly in heart,
and pleased not himself.
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THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE HOUSE.

Physical health is not more susceptible
to atmospheric influences, than is the
spiritual health of a household. 1t is the
home ¢tmosphere which usually determines
the character of the family. Some homes
are sweetened and purified by a family
altar, and the cheerful affection and the
pervading influence of God's Word ; and
the children inhale religion at every
breath. Such homes have contributed the
best blood to the American pulpit and the
American State. The Christly atmos-
phere of the house penetrates into the
core of character. .

The subtle influence of the household,
which is apt either to convert to Christ,
or to pervert to fashion, worldiness, or
open impiety, is usually created by the
parents. They are chiéfly responsible,
It is their province either to poison or to
purify.  1f the whole trend of the house-
hold thought and talk runs toward money-
worship, or toward fashion-worship, or
towards social convivialitics, or in any
other similar direction, it is the father and
mother who give the pitch. It is exceed-
ingly difticult to make the best preaching
or sunday Schooul teaching effective on
character, amid such a domestic miasma.

Almnos: as soon attempt to grow pineapples :

in Greenland, as to rear the planis of
grace amid such godkss surroundings.
The parental influence goes through the
house like the puison gas from the sewer
ripe.

: !Dr. Horace Bushnell in his unrivalled
volume on * Christian Nurture,” has
pithily said that ** Whatever fire the par-
«nts kindle, the children are found gath-
ering the wood. If the mother directs
her servants to say at the door that che is
* not at home,” the children will learn to
be polite liars.”” 1f the father Legins the
Lord’s day with his huge, Sabbath-desecra-

ful, healthy piety breathe in the malarious
air of a home saturated with irreligion? It
wag the wretched air of Eli's house
which ruined Hophniand Phiueas ; it was
the godly atmosphere of Hunnah's home
which produced a Samuel.

Not only is a family influenced by the
pervading moral atmosphere, but the
school and the college are to a great de-
gree subject to the like influence. Wil-
liams College in its early days had the
missionary spirit in its very walls, Dr.
Arnold created an atmosphere at Rugby,
which bred a high sense of manliness and
honor in nearly all his puplis. The breath
of Mary Lyon still permeates and sweet-
ens, yes, and sanctifies, the halls of Mount
Holyoke Seminary. Itis fatal to fashion
and frivolity, and nourishes the unselfish
consecration of womanhood to life’s holiest
aims. Insomeschools nearly every pupil
has been converted to Christ during the
course of study, if they had not been
Christians when they came there. An iu-
fluence was in the air, moulded the teach-
ings, and penetrated like oxygen into what
may be styled the lungs of the soul.
Churches do nut differ so much from each
other in written confessions and creeds. as
in their spiritual atmosphere. It is said
i nea1ly ail who go into the ministry from
Mr. Spurgeon’s church and theological
training-school carry with them the ani-
, mus, which under God, that mighty apostle
| of evangelical truth had diffused around
:him. In short, the chief influence of
; Christianity i8 in puriiying the sin-tainted
| atmosphere of human society. The Lord
! Jesus Christ never intended to take His
: disciples out of the world, but to keep them
i from being poisoned by making them puri-
, fiers. — Kev. Thesdore L. Cugyler.

Middle Stewiacke & Brookfield reports
i for last year. (4 names added on profes-

ling, secular newspaper, it will go through } sion ; raised for the schemes of the
the family. I he pets a decanter on his . church, €362 ; for «ther religious and
table, the boys will be apt to hold out the | benevolent objects, §60 ; for all purposes,
glasses for ataste. That millionaire who | S$1399.

in one part of his will hequeathed his costly |

wine-cellar to his heirs, and in another, The following bave heen elected by the
clause disinherited one poor dissipated son | Pres. of P. E. Island as Commissicners to
for drunkenness, revealed the secret of the | the General Assembly : Ministers: Messrs.
poisun gas which he had let in from that | Sinclair, Carruthers, J. M. McLeud, D.

cellar. Parental ill-temper often sours the
atmosphere of a home, so that both chil-
dren and servants can hardly escape being
snappish and irritable. How can cheer-

! B. McLeod, Spencer, Fisher, and R. Mc-

| Lean : Elders : Messrs. Nicholson, James,
John McLeod, S. H. Brown, Dr. McKay,
J. N. Cogswell, and James Carruthers.
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THE WISE PHYSICIAN.

Sree Nath, of India, a native Christian
evangelist and a physician, reports:
*‘there are among the Chandals of Kotwa-
bipara, five leading men. Whenl went
to preach there they would not hear me
attentively, but un a certain occasion one
of them, named Mohun Baroi, was taken
dangerously ill, aud was at death’s door.
I went aud admiunistered medicine to him,
finding the house full of his relations and
friends who had come to take a last look
at him.  Some of them were crying bit-
terly, some exjpecting his death, some
waiting upon him.

*‘ His eldest sam made a vow to give a
buffalo to the goddess Kali if she would
spare his father's life.

* When the son saw me he eagerly
took me to his dying father. 1 examined
the sick wman carefully; applied what 1
thought the right medicines; aud then,
turning round upon the assembled com-
pany, § began to speak as to the tempo-
rary nature of man’s life here, of heaven
and hell, of the love of Christ-— how He
gave up His life for sinners, the story of
the cross, and his resurrection. They
listened to all these heart-stiming truths
most attentively, and then said, ¢ If this
isreally true, and there really is such a
loving Saviour, we should like to hear
more about Him.’

*¢ Since thistime, and the recovery of
the man, they have come often to in-
quire about Christ, and 1 go to themand
preach Christ. In this way medical know-
ledge is a great help to the preacher of
Christ.”

WHO ARE THE COMPLAINERS.

It is worthy of notice that most of the
writers and speakess who are diuging at
the churches for alleged inefflciency, and
proposing this and the other improve-
ment in preaching and Christian work,
are not freqquenters of houses of worship,
rarely listen to the Gospel and hardly
know anything of what pious hearts and
liberal hands are doiug for the alleviation
of human suffering, the instruction of the
ignorant and making known the glad news
of salvation. It would be more consistent
for these who are indulging with so much
complacency in exhibiting the shortcom-
ings of the churches to make some applica-
tioa of the Gospel to themselves.

insl

I

Mr. Henry M. Fulton of Portaupigue,
died January 11th, aged 73 years. M.
Falton was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian
Chureh for nearly 50 years.  While health
and vigor continued, he took an active part
in congregational work, and led the services
of the sanctuary in the ubsence of the min-
ister.

Mr. Fulton possessed any excellent qual-
ities, and was highly respected by those who
knew hin.. He was a man of peace, gifted
in prayer, and well versed in the Scriptures.

He died suddenly of heart disease, leaving
a widow and family and a large circle of
friends to mourn their loss. But their loss
is his gain.  ** Blessed are the deud which
die in the Lord.” y

EVERY DAY A LITTLE.

Every day a little knowledge. Cne fact
in a day. How :mull is one fact? Only
one. Ten years pass hy. Three thousand
six hundred and fifty facts are not a small
thing.

E?ex'y day a little self-denial. The thing
that is difficult to do to-duy will be an eusy
thing to do three hundred and sixty days
hence, if each day it shall have been repeat-
ed. \What power of self-mastery shall he
enjoy who, looking to God for grace, seeks
every day to practice the grace he prays for?

Every day a little helpfulness. We live
for the good of others, if our living be 1 any
sense & true livirg. It is not in great deecs
of kindne s only that the blessing is found.
In ‘“little deeds of kindness,” repeuted every
day, we find true happiness. At home, at
school, in the street, in the neighbor’s house,
in the {)]aygmund, we shall find opportunity
every duy for usefulness. — Qur Church Home.

—A movement of Professor Delitzach,
of Lelpzig, is a wonderful step toward
the conversion of the Jews, In nine of

. the German universities he is startinga

movement for mission work amongst the
Jews, and already over three hundred
students of the universities have enrolled
themselver as members of a special school
for training to this end.

One of the most hopeful indications for
the future of Christianity in Japan is the
nmissionary character of the native Christians.
They are zealous iu carrying the (iospel to
their own people, and also to Corea and the
islands depem{’ent upon Jupan.

¢« Some of the richest men in England
owe all their wealth to beer. And some
of the poorcst men owe all their poverty
to beer.”
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IN NINETY YEARS.

Ninety years hence, not a single man
or woman, now twenty years of «ge, will
probably be nlive. Ninety years ! Alas!
how many lively actors nt present on the
stage of life will make their exit long ere
ninety years shall have rolled away ! And
could we be sure of ninety yenrs, what are
they ? ¢ A tale that is toll ;” adream;
an empty sound that passeth away on the
wings of the wind and is forgotten.

Years shorten as we advance in age.
Like the degrees in longitude, wuen
travelling towards the frozen pole, man’s
life declines until it dwindles toa point
and vanishes for ever,

Is it possible that 1ife is of so short du-
ration?  Will ninety years erase all the
nawes over thedoors in t.own and country,
and substitute others in their stead ¢
Will all the blooming heauties fade and
disappear—all the pride and passion, the
luve, the hope, and joy, pass away in
ninety years and be forgotten ?  ** Nwety
years !” says Death; ‘*do you think I
shall wait ninety years? Behold, to-day,
and to morrow, aud every day, are mine.
When uinety years are past, this genera-
tion will have mingled with the dust and
bhe remembered no more !

Reader, seeing that life is so very stoit
and uncertain, and that in a few years at
most we shall be in etornity, ought we
not to be earnest now in seeking that
Divine grace may wean our hearts from
the thinys of time, and quicken our son's
from cleaving to the dust? Why should
we set our atfection on this vawm, perisa-
ing world, and neglect to prepare for the
never-ending life of happiness or misery
which so soon awaits us? ¢ Lord make
me to know mine end, and the measure of
my days, what it is; that I may koow
how frail I am.”—The Gospel Trumpet.

AND CHILDREN.

There is a lesson in the following
story :

A pretty story about a German family
discloses the sccret of a happy hume,
where joy aboundeth, thouzh there are
many to feed and clothe.
. Ateacher once lived in Strasburg who

had hard work to support his family.
His chief joy in life, however, was in his
nine children, though it was no light task
to support them all.

FOR PARENTS3

His brain would have reeled and his
heart sunk had he not trusted in his
heavenly Father, when he thought of the
number of jackets, stockings aund dresses
they would nced in the courss of a year,
and of the quantities of bread and potatoes
they would ecat.

His house, 100, was very small for the
many beds and cribs, to say nothing of
tae room required for the novise and fun
which the murry nine made. But the
futher and mother managed very well
and the house was a pattern of neatness
and ovder.

Une day there came a guest to the
house. As they sat at dinner, the stran-
ger, looking at the hungry children about
the table, said, compassionately,  Poor
man what a cross you have to bear !”

*“1¢7 A cross to bear?’ asked the
father, wonderiugly, do you
mean ¢’

¢ Nine children, and seven boys at
that !” replied the stranger. adding bit-
terly, *“ [ have but two, and each of them
is a nail in my coftin.”

* Mine are not,” said the teach:r, with
prompt decis’on. .

** How does that happen,” asked the
guest.

**Because I have taught them the
noble art of obedience. lsn’t that so,
children ?”

‘“ Yes,” cried the children.

‘“ And you obey me willingly ?”

The two girls laughed roguishly, but
the seven youngsters shouted :

** Yes, dear father, truly.”

Then the father turned to the guest
and said : ““Sir, if death was to come in
at the door, waiting* to take one of my
children, I would say”—and here he
pulled off his velvet cap and hurled it at
the door—** Rascal, who cheated you into
thinking I had one too many ?”

The stranger sighed ; he saw that it was
only disobedient children that made a
father unhappy.

‘“what

A GOOD LIFE.

A little girl of nine summers came to
ask her pastor about joining the Church.
She had been living a Christian for nine
months, had been properly taught, and
answered the usual questions promptly
and properly. At last the pastor said :

¢t Nellie, does yoar father think you
are a Christian ¢’
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¢ Yes, sir.”

¢ Have you told him 1"

** No, sir.”

*“ How, then, does he know 7

** He sees.”

* How does he see that 1"

¢ Sees 1 am a better girl.”

““ What else dues he ses ¥

“Sees 1 love to read my Bible and to
pray.”

** Then, you think, he seea you are a
Christian 7’

** 1 know he dves ; he can’t help it ; and
with a modest, happy boldness, she was
sure her father knew she was a Christian
because he could not help seeiny it in her
life. Is not such the privilege of all God's
people, to be sure that otheis sce they are
following Chbrist ?

We remeinber hearing of a poor, hard
warking man  whose fellow-laburers
laughed at him, told him he was deceived,
and pressed him with difficult questions.
At last, in the despernteness of ?\is heart,
he said : **} am a changed man. Go ask
my wife if I am not. She sees I an.”

This is what Christ meant by being
witnesses and lights in the world. Not
only soundness of faith and boldness of
confession, but & manner of life which,
even without spoken woids, testifics of a
new life and love.

This is the best evidence of our religion.
When those who worked with us in the
mill or store ur on the farm see that we
are living a new life, then our words have
power. This is the privilege of every one.
We may not be rich or educated or
eloquent, and hence not able to give
much or teach much or speak much ; but
we can live much, and good living is the
best living, the best teaching, the best
eloquence. The poorest, the most ignor
ant, and the youngest can cause people to
see they are changed. They can prove
the reality of their conversion.

We cannot hide a good life. It shines.
1t may make no more noise than a candle,
but, like a candle, it may be seen. Thus
even a little boy or girl may be a light-
bearer.

HARD TO PLEASE.

—It is hard for the clergy to please
overybody nowadays. A Boston woman
complains that her pastor never looks at
her when be ireachcs, but devotes all his
attention to.the sinners on the other side

of the church. For this reason she says
that his sermons do not have the moral
effect on her which they ought to have.
On the other hand, a Chicago woman re-
cently complained that her pastor invari-
ablelocked at her when he was preaching,
especially when he demounced humbugs
and hypoerites, and she wanted to know
if it wasn't an outrage to treat respectable
pew-holdersin this way. Whentheclergy-
man finally heard of her grievance he
laughingly explained that he wasn’t look-
ing at the woman at all when she thought
he was, but at & certain pillar behind her,
the sight of which, for some mysterivus
reason, always seemed to clarify his
thought.” We lave had two persons
seated on opposite sides of the church say
that we looked directly at them when we
made a certain remark— and y et our vision
is not oblique. 1t was conscience that
made them appropriate the look.— Sel.

REAL STRENGTH.

There is, perhaps, no better test of a
man's real strength and character than the
way in which he bears himself under just
reproof. Every man makes mistakes ;
every maun commits faults ; but not every
man has the henesty and meekness to ac-
knowledge his errors and to welcome the
criticism which points them out to him.
It is rarely difticult for us to find an ex-
cuse for our course, if it is an -excuse we
are looking for. It is in fact, always
casier to spring to angry defence of our-
gelves than to calmly acknowledge the
justice of another’s righteous condemna-
tion of some wrong action of ous; but to
refuse to adopt this latter course, when we
know that we are in the wrong, is to re-
veal to our own betfer conscivusness, and
often to the consciousness of others, an
essential defect in our character. He is
strong who dares confess that he is weak ;
he is already tottering to a fall who needs
to bolster up the weakness of his person-
ality by all sorts of transparent shams. It
is not in vain that Scripture says: “ Re-
prove one that hath understanding, and
he will understand knowledge ;" for one of
the best evidences of the possession of
that discreet self-judgment which stands
at the basis of moral strength, and one of
the best means of gaining it when it is
lacking, is just this willingness to accept
merited reproof ; and profit by it when ac-
cepted. — Sunday-school Times.



96 THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

NOT OUR TEARS BUT HIS BLOOD.

Should a mate of dust get into the
natural eye, the irritation induced will
weep out the evil ; and 8o, in a way with
sin n a tender conscience. But tears—
an ocean of tears—wash not out the guilt
of sin.  All teass are lost that fall not at
the feet of Jesus. But even the tears
which lathe a Saviour's feet wash not
away our sins. When falling—flowing
fastest, we are to remember that it is not
the tears we shed, but the blood He shed,
which is the price of pardon;and that
guilty souls are nowhere to be cleansed
bat in that bath of blood where the foul-
est are free to wash and certain to be
cleansed. From its crimson margin a
Magdalene and a Manasseh have gone up
to glory ; and since their times, succeed-
ing ages have been daily and more fully
proving, that grace is still free, salvation
still full, and that still the blood of Christ
cleanseth from all sin,.—Guthrie.

LEFT BEHIND.

The English garrison evacuated Luck-
now at midnight, on November 22,d 1857.
Lights were left burning, and all stole
out quietly, so as not to arouse the sus-
picions of the enemy, who still kept up a
desultory fire around the fort. Thinking
that all had accompanied them, the soldiers
pushed forward with great eagerness tu
reach a place of safety and rest. ‘* Cap-
tain Waternan, baving gone to his bed.
in a retired corner of the brigade mess-
house, overslept himself.  All had forgot-
ten him whien they left the fort, and now
the unconscious man was alone in the
most terrible danger. At two o’ clock he
awoke, and found, to his horror, that all
had left. He visited every outpost. All
was deserted and silent.  To be the only
man in an epen entrenchment, and fifty
thousand furious enemies outside! It
was horrible to contemplate! His situa-
tion frightened him. He took to his fieels,
and ran, ran, ran, till he could scarcely
breathe. Still the same silence, inter-
rupted but by the occasional report of the
enemy's guns. At last he came up with
the retiring rearguard, mad with excite-
ment, and breathless with fatigue.” But
he was safe at last, and the horror that
brooded over his mnind was now entirely
dissipated Ly the feeling of rest and secu-
rity that came to him. :

Captian Waterman's experience presents
{ an exact and realistic picture of the state
! of those who, of a sudden, wake up to the
« conviction that all around them are flee-
_ing from the City of Destruction, while
i they are left in the greatest peril. Par-
. ents, frieuds, companions, have fled to
i Chrst for refuge, while they have remain-
ed callous and indifferent,  1f the perusal
of these few lines result in arousing such
a one, the writer prays that he way es-
cape for his life. Look not behind thee!
Seek the safety and the society of those
who were once in a peril with yourself,
and mourn that you skould have so long
overslept yourself, and be left behind.
-~ Robert Spurgeon.

MAKING PRAYER MEETINGS IN-
TERESTING.

Rev. John Hall was asked, ‘“How do
you make prayer meetings interesting?”’
‘The great New York preacher replied in
this way :

Th:: whole subject is mixed up. *‘In-
teresting’ to whom? The Luord? The
suppliants? The spectators? The ounly
way i8s to teach men to pray, to eliminate
those who preach, or rhapsodise, or scold,
or ** lament” interminably ; to promote &
general fervour among the people, and
apply to the meeting the ordinary princi-
ples of Christian common sense. I would
not sct much store by ‘‘interesting”
prayer meetings by themselves. I have
known of such that were little more than
a young people’s frolic. The prayer
meeting will be as the taste and life of
the congregation.

It may well be doubted if a real prayer
meeting conducted on ordinary principles
of Christian common scnse, was ever un-
interesting to a man who really wished to
pray. The question—How to make the
prayer neeting in:eresting—is discussed
i the religious journals, especially, the
American journals wnore perhaps than any
other. It isa painfully suggestive ques-
tion.

—A man in Kansas is in jail serving
out a terin of seventeen years imprison--
ment for selling 208 glasses of beer, and
the fines and costs standing against his
property amount to $16,000.




