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““This I did for thees ; What

Vov. XVIIL)

thou for Mo ?”

I aavE my life for thee,
My precious blood I shed,
That thou migh'st ransomed be,
And quickened from the dead.
I gave My life for thee ;
What hast thou given for Me ?

1 spent long years for thee

In weariness and woe,
That one eternity

Of joy thou mightest know.
1 spent long years for thee :
Hast thou spent one for Me?

My Father's house of light,
My rainbow-circled throne,
I left for earthly night,
For wanderings sad and lone ;
I left it all for thee;
Hast thou left aught for Me?

I suffered much for thee,
More than thy tongue can tell,
Of bitterest agony,
To rescue thee from hell,
I suffered much for thee ;
What dost thou bear for Me?

And I brought down to thee,
Down from My home above,
Salvation full and free,
My pardon and My love ;
Great gifts I brought to thee :
What hast thou brought to Me ?
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doost

O let thy life be given,
Thy years for me be spent,
World-fetters all be riven,
And joy with suffering blent .
Give thou thyself to Me,
And I will welcome thee !

Nothing to do.

** NorHING 70 00 !” in this world of ours,
Where weeds grow up with the fairest flowers ;
Where smiles have only a fitful play,

‘Where hearts are breaking every day !

*“ Nothing to do !” thou Christian soul,
Wrapping thee round in thy selfish stole ?
Off with the garments of sloth and sin,
Christ, thy Lord, hath a kingdom to win,

““ Nothing to do !” there are prayers to lay
On the altar of incense day by day ;

There are foes to meet within and without,
There is error to conquer, strong and stout,

“* Nothing to do !” There are minds to teach
The simplest form of Christian speech ;

There are hearts to lure with loving wile
From the grimest haunts of sin’s defile,

““ Nothing to do!” There are lambs to feed,
The precious hopes of the Church’s need ;
Strength to be borne to the weak and faint,
Vigils to keep with the doubting saint,

* Nothing to do 1" and thy Saviour said,
““ Follow thou Me in the path I tread.”
Lord, lend Thy help the journey through,
Lest, faint, we cry, 8o much to do 1"
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Sunday-School Aid and Exten-
sion Fund.

THE growth of this department of Sunday-
school work has also been very marked. The
number of grants made to poor schools since
October, 1882, is 318 ; in connection with which
over 900 letters have been received and written,

The grants have been distributed through
every provineé of the Dominion and Island of
Newfoundland ; especially in the newer regions
of the Upper Ottawa and the Muskoka and
Algoma territory, in Manitoba and the North-
West, and in the mining settlements of British
Columbia, Many grateful testimonies have
shown the warm appreciation with which they
have been received.

The following are examples—all from minis-
ters whose schools have been helped by the
Fund :

‘A year ago we had but two schools on this
circuit, now we have five.”

*“Since opening the school our congregation
has, I think, doubled.”

‘“The papers are doing immense service here,
gétting into homes where High Church doc-
trines are sent in tract form. You will find
that much fruit will come of it,”

These are specimens of hundreds of letters
received.

In making grants to schools, they are ex.
pected to contribute, if possible, something
toward these grants, In this way, within four-
teen months, nearly $400 have been received
from schocls asking grants, and nearly as much
more has been promised. With each school
receiving aid a separate account is kept, which
is rendered at regular intervals till the account
is paid, except in cases where the Sunday-
school Board decides that the grant shall be
absolutely free,

The Fund also pays for printing and mailing
Sunday-school schedules, circulars, reports,
Sunday-school constitution, etc., and for ¢x.
press charges and postage donations of Sunday-
school libraries,

The Treasurer's Report, duly audited, wiil
be presented to the Annual Meeting,

Donations of about 200 new books have been
made by publishers, for the purpose of exam-
ination for the Winnowed List, which will thus
be largely extended without expense to the
Fund,

About 4,000 volumes of second-hand library
books, donated by schools, have been gratui-

tously distributed during the year. For these
there are always several applications, and
schools can do much good by sending to the
Editor their old libraries, Ship in box as
freight, and we will pay charges,

——— 0 —

Give God’s Words to the Children,

WHEN the corn-field is duly planted, and the
season for sunshine and fruitful rains has ar-
rived, it often happens that cold north winds
blow, and snow covers the planted field. The
spectacle may chill, but does not destro , the
farmer’s hope. He knows that the winds may
change, the sun shine out, the snows melt, and

the sced sprout into vigorous growth.  May
not this hopeful farmer teach a valuable lesson
to disheartened parents and teachers ? Their
instructions, like his seed, often seem hopelessly
lost beneath the frivolity, the carelessness, the
wilfulness, the rebelliousness of the children,
No sprouts appear. It seems im ossible that
the seed can be living in such volatile, appar-
ently inattentive, perverse natures. But ap-

arances must not be permitted to mislead,
hildren often carry their worst traits outside,
The seed sown in them is not dead ; it cannot
die, because it has a divine germ of life in it.
True, it may be ultimately choked by per-
versity, but the chances are in favour o its
springing up and growing into beauty in the
minds of properly instructed children, because,
being in their minds, the Holy Spirit can use it
with transforming effect, Instead, therefore,
of yielding to discouragement, teachers and
parents should believe and hope, as Keble
sings :—

“ O say not, dream not, heavenly notes

To childish ears are vain,

That the young mind at random floats,
And cannot reach the strain,

Dim or unheard, the words may fall,
And yet the heaven-taught mind

May learn the sacred air, and all
ﬁle harmony unwind, "8, §. Journal,

Ono’s Own Library.

He who reads the right books will widen the
world he lives in, ascend the social heights
that are about him, strengthen his intellectual
powers, increase his opportunities for useful-
ness, and mult >ly his sources of enjoyment,

man who loves wise and good books is
thereby {)rotectell against many of the tempta-

tions and ills of life,
A man who reads is never alone. The squire
across the way may ignore him; the banker

never hear his name ; the doctor never covet
his patronage, nor the schoolmaster count him
of any importance, but, by himself, in quiet
uarters, he may soar with "Milton, laugh with
mb and Sydney Smith, study nature with
Hugh Miller and 'f"yndull, tread the starry dis-
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tances with Hel;schel‘l and Proctor, sing with

an g A P wi
Bacon and Coleridge, clasp hands with Chris-
topher North, Thackeray, Goethe, Scott, and
a score of later names ; receive inspiration for
odly living from Wesley, Chalmers, Thomas a
g(empis, Daniel Steele, and the other apostles
of sanctified literature whom God has sent into
the world.

However poor he may be, all these opportu-
nities he may enjoy. A little self-denial will
enable him to add book after book to his store,
and though he may not possess the unabridged
works of the great names in literature, he can
for a slight sum purchase choice selections
from them all.

Verily, we live in the age of opportunity,
and if we could inspire the young boys and

irls who attend our Sunday-schools to give
iligence to the study of their Scripture
lessons, to read carefully standard religious
and ecclesiastical lit e designed for and
adapted to them, and then, by degrees and
from their own funds, to create their libraries
of el t literature, ancient and modern, we
should be increasing their influence and minis-
tering to their pleasure.—8. §. Journal.

Opening and Closing Service for
Third Quarter.

OPENING SERVICE.
1. Silence.

II. Responsive Sentences.

Supr. I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord.

Scuoor, Our feet shall stand within thy
gates, O Jerusalem.

Supr. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is
eompact together ;

ScuooL. Whither the tribes go up, the tribes
of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to
give thanks unto the name of the Lord.

Sver. For there are set thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.

ScrooL. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem :
they shall prosper that love thee.

Supr. Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
perity within thy palaces.

Scroor. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee.

Suer. Because of the house of the Lord our
God I will seek thy good.

LESSON SERVICE.

L Class Study of the Lesson.
II. Singing Lesson Hymn,
III. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text,
Outline, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert.

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,

th | by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson,

VI. Announcements (especially of Church
service and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences.
Suer. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom, »
Scuoon. Thy word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against thee.
II1. Dismission.

THE APOSTLES' CREED.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ his
onl{ Son our Lord: who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day he rose from the dead ;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church ; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the
body ; and the life everlasting, Amen.

WaEeN Jesus took the children in His arms
and blessed them, He pronounced a benedic-
tion upon the children of all succeeding o
At this day we feel sensibly the touch of His
hand upon the brow of childhood, and every
babe brought into the world is born with a title
to a richer inheritance.—Bible Teacher.

Tue Rev. Dr. Smith, at a late Sunday-school
convention, said, *‘The best men in my con-
gregation are women,” A glance at the list of
teachers in most of our Sunday-schools would
seem to give a strong support to the doctor's
declaration, at least so far as the question of
proportion is concerned.

Asour two-thirds of the people in any con-
gregation are women, and about the same pro-

rtion is observed widely as to church mem-
K:l‘lhip. What shall be done to change these

roportions in the church of the future? The
gundly-school must do much toward it. And
to do this, the school must retain the larger
boys and young men who now escape from its
in&,uence.—Bi e Teacher,

Ar a late Sunday-school Convention, a Pres-
byterian pastor uttered the following significant
sentiment : * There is one system of teachers’
helps that is better than all others ; there is
one publishing-h that publishes lesson-helps
that should be preferred before all others ; that
publishing-house is.the house under the direc-
tion and control of your own denomination,
and the lesson-helps are the helps which that
houase sends forth.” Such an utterance carries

with it its own comments.
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THREE MONTHS WITH DAVID AND THE PSALMS.

JULY,

1SS 4.,

NOTE.—The Seripture verses to be committed to memory ar;:'udiouwd by an index [#) at the side.

B.0C, 1046.)

LESSON I.—DAVID KING OVER ALL ISRAEL.

[July 6.

2 Sam. 5. 1.12,

1 Then a came all the tribes |
of Israel to David unto He- |
bron, and spake, saying, Be- |
hold, b we are thy bone and |
thy flesh,

@ 1 Chron, 12, 23, —b Gen. 20, 14,

2 Also in time past, when
Saul was king over us, ¢ thou
wast he that leddest out and broughtest in
Israel : and the Lord said to thee, Thou  shalt
feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a
captain over Israel,

e ‘,lsS;rln. 18. 18.—d 1 Sam. 16.1; chap. 7.7; Psa.

ANOINTED

3 So ¢ all the elders of Isracl came to the
king to Hebron; f and king David made a
league with them in Hebron g before the Lord:
.\nlf they anointed David king over Israel.

€1Chron. 11, 8.2 Kings 11, 17.—g Judg. 11, 11;
1 Sum. 23, 18,

4 David was thirty years old when he began

to reifn ; h and he reigned forty years,
1 Chron, 26, 81; 29, 27.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah i seven
years and six months; and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty and three years over all Israel
An|§ Judah,

i1 Chron. 8, 4,

6 And the king and his men went J to Jeru-
salem unto & the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land ; which spake unto David, saying, Except
thou take away the blind and the lame, thou
shalt not come in hither: a thinking, David
cannot come in hither.

JJudg. 1, 21—k Josh, 15, 63 ; Judg. 19. 11,- a Or,
saying, David shall not, ete.

7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of
Zion : the same is the city of David.

8 And David said on that day, Whosoever
getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebu.
sites, and the lame and the blind, that are hated
of David’s soul, { he shall be chief and captain,
b Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame
shall not come into the house.

11 Chron, 11. 6.—b Or, Because they had said, even

the blind and the lame, He shall not come into
the house,

9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called it,
The city of David: and David built round
about m from Millo and inward.

m 1 Kings 9. 24 ; 11, 27,

#2710 And David ¢ went on, and grew great,
and the Lord God of hosts was with him.

¢ Went going and growing,

411 And n Hiram king of Tyre sent mes-
sengers to David, and cedar-trees, and car-
penters, and ¢ masons : and they built David
an house,

n1Kings 6.2: 1 Chron, 14. 1.—d Hewers of the
stone of the wall,

#7712 And David perceived that the Lord
had established him king over Israel, and that
he had exalted his kingdom o for his people
Israel's sake,

o lIsa, 45. 4,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The darkest hour in Israel’s history was that
when Saul fell on Mount Gilboa, Theland lay
at the mercy of its foes; its fortresses were
held by enemies ; its warriors were slain ; the
tribes were dissevered and disunited ; Ephraim
and Judah were jealous of each other, and twe
rival capitals, Ephraim and Mahanaim, con-
tained two hostile kings, David and Ishbosheth,
Philistia might well remain at rest while the
tribes of Israel were spending their strength in
civil war, Seven years of weakness and divi-
sion pass, and suddenly a change comes arros:
the scene. Like the limbs of an awaking
giant, the twelve tribes rouse from their lethar-
gy.  They forget old feuds, they recognize
their national unity, they rally as one man to
Hebron, they anoint as king over all Israel the
son of Jesse, and at once a new chapter opens,
and a period of glory dawns upon the chosen
people. A true king of men now holds the
lce);tre, a man who has in him elements of
leadership, who can inspire loyal following,
and can lift the fallen pillars of the State.
David's first work is to subdue his realm, and
thus to complete the conquest of Canaan begun
by Joshua four centuries before, and as yet
unfinished. Taking mlvanh%;a of the popular
enthusiasm, and of the assem lage of warriors
at his coronation, he leads his army at once
against the rocky heights of Jebus, on the
border of Judah and njamin.  Above the
valley rises a precipice crowned with a wall,
upon which the Jebusites display their aged,
blind, and crippled, as if to mock all attempts
at capture. ﬁut. led by the bold Joab, the
storming party climb the height, and seize the
rampart, and at a stroke win the strongest
fortress in the land, One by one the garrisons
of the Philistines and the Amorites d sappear,
and all Israel from Lebanon to the desert re.
joices in its freedom from foreign yoke, and its

session of the promised lnng. The news of

avid's growing power is borne among the
surrounding ]lllgl. Tyre is first to greet the
new kingdom, and to welcome Israel into the
sisterhood of states, while the nations around,
some in fear and others in friendliness, follow
her example. Soon the rock height of the
Jebusites becomes the seat of a new capital,
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above whose roofs tower the palace of David
and the castle of Zion.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 1. Then. After the death of Ish-
bosheth, the ‘‘shadow-king,” at Mahanaim,
but how long after is uncertain. All the
tribes of Israel. From 1 Chron. 12. 22-
40, it would appear that these were not only
the elders and rulers, but the entire body of
warriors ; thus making a rally of the host and
an encampment at Hebron, i’l‘o David. He
had been chosen king of Judah on the death of
Saul, and now, seven years afterward, was
universally recognized as the only man fit to
unite all the tribes. Unto Hebron. A
city in the mountains of Judah, twenty miles
south of Jerusalem, the burial-place of the

triarchs, and at this time David’s capital as

ing of Judah, It is still a plnce of 10,000

pnlntion, and now called Kl-Khalil, **The

riend.” The tombs of Abrahsm,’ Isaac, and

of all the twelve tribes, and accompanied with
a rreneral festival. 1 Chron. 12, 38-40.

4, 5. Thirty years old. This was the
age at which Jesus, the Son of David, began
his ministry. Luke 3. 23. Began to reign.
This was his age when he began to reign over
Judah, not over Isracl. Forty years. In-
cluding his reign ¢ ver Judah, apart from Israel.
Over Judah. There is some reason to sup-
pose that he was during this time in friendship
with, perhaps in subordination to, the Philis-
tines, as the rulers of the land. In Jerusa-
lem. Here named as the capital by anticipa-
tion, as it was soon taken by Y)nvid.

6. The king. Now entitled to the name,
as ruler over all the tribes. His men. The
army of Israel, part of which consisted of
David’s tried adherents, who had followed him
in his exile, part of those who had recently

iven him their allegiance. To Jerusalem.

hen called Jebus, or Jebus-salem, and a Jebu-
site fortress. His purpose was to signalize his
jon by a fitting achievement, to make

Jacob are enclosed in a Moh

We are thy bone. This was their first
plea, the common relationship among all the
children of Israel, a reason why the tribes
should be no longer divided. 1. So may we
say to great David’s ter Son, who shares
our humanity. Eph. 5. 30. 2. AllGod’s Eeople
are one kindred, and should love each other.

2. Thou wast he that leddest. Even
during Saul’s reign, David was the true hero
who delivered Israel, led its armies, and showed
capacity for rule. The Lord said. This
special prediction is nowhere recorded, but
may have been given through a prophet, or it
may represent God's purpose in anointing
David, 1 Sam. 16, hou shalt feed.
Literally, *‘thou shalt shepherd ;” an allusion
to David's early employment. From a shep-
herd of the flock he became the shepherd of
the people. 3. See here a foretoken of him
who calls himself the Good Shepherd. Be a
captain. A shepherd in peace and a chief-
tain in war is the ideal of an Oriental king.

8. The elders of Israel. Whileall the
warriors were present, the negotiation was
made through the recognized heads of the
tribes. Made a league. The kingdom of
Israel was a limited monarchy, in which king
and people were bound to certain conditions, as
had been already shown when Saul became
king, and was now reaffirmed by both David
and the elders. Some of these conditions were
that Jehovah was to be recognized as the su-

reme Lord, no idolatry was to be allowed, the
Eiw of Moses was to be observed, and the peo-
E‘Ie‘u rights respected. Before the Lord.

his may indicate that the ark was brought to
sanction the service, but more likely that a
vow was made in presence of the priests Abia-
thar and Zadok as the representatives of God.
4. Would that all legislators and rulers might
recognize the presence of the Lord in their
l}‘uhlic acts! Tbny anointed David king.

his was his third anointing, (see 1 Sam. 16.

13; 2 Sam. 2. 4) and it was done in the name

himself master of his kingdom, to unite the
tribes hy a central capinl, and to establish a
new religious and military headquarters. The
Jebusites. An ancient tribe, of Hamite
origin, who had maintained their position in
the centre of Israel during four hundred years,
in spite of all endeavors to dis them.
Take away the blind and the lame.
Trusting to the steep cliffs and the high walls
of their fortress, they placed on its summit the
blind and the lame, as a taunt to the Israelites.
Thinking. Hebrew, “saying.” David
cannot. They had held their fastness so
long that they deemed it impregnalle; but
they little knew the character of the man with
whom they were dealing.

7. The stronghold of Zion. This was
the height between the valley of Tyropwon on
the west and north, and the valley of Hinnom
on the south and west. It was the highest
part of the city, and overlooked Mount Moriah
on the east and Acra on the north. The city
of David. So named because it was first
the conquest, then the capital, and afterward
the sepulchre of the greatest king of Israel.

8. David said. To urge on his men to
storm the fortress. Getteth up to the
gutter. Literally, *to the water spouts, or
cataract.” The is obscure, but is
translated by Dr. Terry, Every one smiting a
Jebusite, let him thrust [him] into the gulf,
[beneath] both the lame and the blind [who]
hated the soul of David ; an appeal to his fol-
lowers and a war-cry. He sgmll be chief.
These words are not in the original here, but
are taken from 1 Chron. 11. 6, though they are
not needed to complete the sense. In the ger-
allel passage it is related that Joab was the first
to climb the rampart, and as his reward was
made the commander of the army. Where-
fore they said. That is, a proverb arose
from the event. The blind and the lame
shall not come into the house. Many

writers regard this as the exvlanation of a
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supposed law forbidding such to enter the
temple ; but others consider it as a proverb
equivalent to ‘“‘We won't have any disagreeable
people in the house.”

9. Dwelt in the fort. The same word
rendered stronghold in ver. 7. He made it the
capital of his kingdom, because it was a central
location, near to his own tribe of Judah,
though in the border of Bejamin, and easily
defended against attack. = Built round
about. Built houses, public buildings, and
a citadel upon the crest oPMounl Zion, From
Millo. This was the fortress of the hill, pro-
bably situated on the north side of the hill,
where the natural defences were not so strong.
And inward. Inside the wall of defence on
the border of Zion, filling the hill with build-
ings and a castle,

10. David went on and grew. _Lit-
emll{. “David went going and growing,”
The hand of a master was shown when David
took the sceptre, in strong contrast with the
fickle and spasmodic efforts of Saul. The
Lord God of hosts. A title of the Al-
mighty referring to his command over the
‘‘armies” of the created universe. Was
with him. David’s success was due, not
only to his own energy and ability, but above
all to the help of Goﬁ. 5. He who has God on
his side can never fail of true success. 6. We
can have God with us if we will do his will,

11. And. It is probable that the evenis
named in this verse are here related a little out
of their order, and by anticipation, to illus-
trate the statement just given. Hiram. This
king, or perhaps his successor of the same
name, was the friend of Solomon, and sent
materials and artisans for the building of the
tem;)le. Kiog of Tyre. The principal ity
of Phenicia, a strip of land lying between the
sea and the Lebanon range, north of Palestine.
The Tyrians were the great commercial people
of the Mediterranean. Sent messengers.
The Tyrian king perceived that the Israelites,
80 long a subject and insignificant people, were
now suddenly rising to power. They had
thrown off the Philistine yoke, and were united
under an energetic and statesmanlike king,
He sought their friendship, as the interests of
the two lands were the same; their language
was similar, and Palestine could supply Tyre
with grain and oil, while Tyre could give Pales-
tine its manufactures and its arts. Cedar
trees. From the forests of Lebanon, floated
down the Mediterranean to Joppa, thence car-
ried across the country. Carpenters and
masons. 7The disorders and weaknesses of
Israel had caused a decline in the arts, which
now began to rise with the prosperity of
the people. An house. Now, for the first
time, the king of Israel begins to put on the
state of an established monarch,

12. David perceived. 7. It is not so

casy to see God’s hand in prosperity as in ad-
versity. The Liord had established. In
the remarkable events of his career, he was led
to trace the overruling Providence of the Al-

mighty. For his people Israel's sake,
8. Men are but as instruments for the accom-
plishment of God's gracious plans for his peo-

ple.
GOLDEN TEXT.
Ihave found David my servant; with my
holy oll have I anolnted him, Psa. 89, 20,
OUTLINE,
L. The King Chosen, « 165,
2. The Capital Won, v. 6.9,
8. The Kingdom Exalted, v, 10-12.
LKSSON PYMNS,
No. 152, 8. 8. Hymnal,
O day of rest and gladness,
No. 138, 8. 8. Hymnal.
O worship the King all glorious above !

No. 300, S. 8. Hymnal.
Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing.
Time.—B. C. 1046,

Praces.—Hebron, in the tribe of Judah, and
Jerusalem,

EXPLANATIONS, — Then came—This was after
the death of Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, who had
trie’ to set up a kingdom and failed. Unto
H:' on—The city ‘vhere David was reigning
over the tribe of Judah. We are thy bone—
"¢y meant that David belonged to the same

¢ and people with themselves. 7%hou..led-

st—David led the army while Saul was king.
The Lord said—1It was generally known that
God had promised the kingdom to David after
Saul's death. 7'hou shait feed—As a shepherd
of the people. A captain—To lead in war.
Made aleague— An agreement. Anointed David
—This was his third anointing: the first by
Samuel, the secoud as king over the tribe of
Judah. AWl Israel and Judah—There were
twelve tribes, of which Judah was one. 7%
Jerusalem—Then a city held by the Jebusites,
a heathen people. 7'ake away the blind and the
lame—The city was so strong in its place on a
precipice that in contempt for David the
placed blind and lame men on its walls, as if
these could defend it. Stronghold of Zion—A
hill in the western part of Jerusalem. 7%he
gutter—This means the summit of the wall,
Shall be chicf—Joab was first to mount the wall
and became chief. Into the house—Some think
that this means the temple of God. Fort—The
castle which he built. Grew great—Because
God was on his side. King of T'yre—Who ruled
over a country o1 the north of Palestine by the
Mediterranean Sea.  Cedar-trees—From the
Lebanon mountains, An house—This was
David’s royal palace. For his people—God
chose Israel that all the world might be blessed
through them.

HMOME READINGS,

M. David king over all Israel. 2 Sam. 5. 1-12,
T'w. David anointed. 1 Sam. 16. 1.1
W, Faith in God wins. 1 Sam. 17. 38-52,
Th. David like Christ. Luke 2. 40-52.

F. The Philistines smitten. 2 Sam. 5. 17-25,
8. The Lord reigns. Psa. 110. 1.7,

8. David praiseth God. Psa. 89. 15-33.
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QUENTIONS FOR IOME STUDY,

1. The King Chosen, v. 1-5. Who came
to David? Where was he at this time? What
claim had the people upon him ? Of what did
they remind him? hat prophecy did they
recall? With whom did David make a league ?
To what office was he anointed ? How old was
David then? How long was he king over Judah
alone? How long over Judah and Israel ?

2. The Capital Won, v. 6-9. What
city did David attack? By what name was it
then called? 1 Chron. 11. 4. What was the
defence of the Jebusites? What fortress did
David take? What promise did he make to
his army ? Who became chief? 1 Chron. 11. 6.
What did David call the captured fort?

3. The Kingdom Exalted, v. 10-12.
What prosperity attended David? What aid
did he receive, and from whom ? \Vhose hand
of aid did David acknowledge ? What should
the prosp always r ber ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where may we see in this lesson—
1. Good deeds remembered ?

2. God’s promises fulfilled ?
3. God’s people honoured ?

Tue LessoN Catkchism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. Where was David anointed kin
over Israel? At Hebron. 2. How long dis
David reign? Forty years. 3. Where did
David and his men go from Hebron? To
Jerusalem, unto the Jebusites. 4. Whatstrong-
hold did David take? The stronghold of Zion.
5. Who sent messengers to David? Hiram
king of Tyre.

DoctrINAL SvcaestioN, —The divine pre-
sence with men.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The King Chosen, v. 1-5. Who was
the king, and what had been his previous his-
tory ? here was he reigning at this time?
Who came to him, and for what purpose?
What three reasons were given for choosin,
David as king? How was the choice of Davi
an illustration of Christ as King?

2. The Capital Won, v. 6-9. Where
was the capital, and who held it? How did
they act toward David? How was it taken,
and by whom? 2 Chron. 11. 6. What did
David do to the city? What is said of it in
Psa. 2.6?

3. The Kingdom Exalted, v. 10-12.
Who exalted David's kingdom, and for what
rnrpose? With what city and king did David
have friendly relations? What was David’s
spirit in his exaltation? How is this shown in
Psa. 40. 1-4?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
How are we shown in this lesson—

1. That God rules over his people ?

2. That God is the giver of prosperity ?

3. That we should recognize God’s hand in
our blessings ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who came to David in Hebron? The chief
men of Israel. Who was David? An Israel-
ite. What had David been among the Israel-
ites? A brave leader. What had the Lord
said to David? *‘Thou shalt be a captain over
Israel.” What did David make with the el-
ders of Israel? He made a league with them
before the Lord. What did the elders do?
They anointed David king over Israel. [Re-
Eent Golden Text.] How old was David when

e bedgnn to reign? Thirty years old. How
long did he reign? About forty years. Why
did David and the people go up to Jerusalem?
To make it the capital o% the new kingdom.
From whom did they take the fortress of the
city? From the Jebusites. ~Who did the
Jebusites send to defend it? The blind and
the lame. Why did they do this? They
thought it too strong to be taken. What did
David call the city when he had taken it? The
city of David. Who sent carpenters and ma-
sons to build David a house? Hiram king of
Tyre. Who was with David and prospered
him? The Lord.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

God is your King? Are you careful to re-
member and obey his commands? Are you
trying to find out what his commands are?
Do you love God better than you love anything
or anybody? ‘‘Only fear the Lord, and serve
him in truth, with all your heart ; for, consider
how great things he hath done for you.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Rewards of Falth,

1. Love or Gop's PEOPLE.
All....Israel....thy bone and thy flesh.

v, L
“All Ierael. .. .loved David.” 1 Sam. 18,
16.
“Precions in my sight. ... honourable”
Isa, 43. 4.
I1. FuLFILMENT OF PROMISE.

The Lord said. . ..Thou shalt feed. v. 2.
“I have provided me a king.” 1 Sam. 16.1.
“Who through faith, .. obtained pro-

mises.” Heb. 11. 33,
111. Power AMONG MEN.

They anointed David king over Israel. v. 3.

“With my holy oil have I anointed him.”
Psa, 89. 20.

“Made uskings. . . . weshall reign.” Rev.
5. 10.

IV. Vicrory ovER ENEMIES,
David took the stronghold of Zion. v. 7.
“Who through faith subdued kingdoms.”
Heb. 11. 33.
“ Victory that overcometh the world. . . .
faith.” 1 John 5. 4.
V. GrowrH.
David went on and grew great. v. 10,

“Out of weakness were made strong.’ .

Heb. 11. 34,

S Sl e
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y
“They go from strength to strength.
Psa. 84, 7.
VI. FeLLowsnie wira Gop.
Lord God of hosts was with him, v. 10,
“Justified by faith. ., .peace with God.”
Rom. 5, 1.
“Our fellowship is with the Father.”
1 John 1. 3,
VII. HoNour rroM THE WoORLD,
Hiram king of Tyre sent. v, 11.
“Hiram was ever a lover of David.”
1 Kings 5. 1.
“The daughter of Tyre. ... witha gift.”
Psa. 45, 12,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Elements of David's Success,

L. An element of David’s success was the
recognition by all the people that in him lay
capacities for leadership. People saw that
David had been the real king even when Saul
wore the crown. v, 1, 2,

2. An element of David’s success was the
promise of God, known to the people, and
sure of accomplishment. He who has God’s
word with him cannot fail, v. 2.

. An el of David's was his
law-abiding and honourable character, ready
to make concessions, to maintain the rights of
the people, and thus hold their loyal ad-
herence. v. 3,

4. An element of David's success was the
wisdom of his plans, and the vigour with
which he executed them, in taking advantage
of the popular enthusiasm to subdue his
realm and subject its enemies, v, 6.8,

5. An element of David's success was the
presence of the Lord with him, and the help
of the Lord in his behalf. He kept in fellow-
ship with God, as his Psalns s| ow, and so
grew great, v. 10,

6. An el t of David's was his
faith, giving him insight into God’s pur e,
and power to see God’s hand in his life, v, 12,

7. Another element of David’s success was
his humility, enabling him to see that he was
exalted, not for his own sake, but for the sake
of God’s cause, v. 12.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK,

Two Sundays ago we had the subject of
authority and rule brought before us, We
saw that a settled government is the ordinance
of God, and that as such it claims the support
of those who profess to be Christians, To-
day we have to look at the commencement of
that reign which was intended by God to be
the type of all righteous rule, and a picture of
the kingdom and government of the divine
King, the Lord Jesus Christ,

The land of Israel had long been in a con-

A
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dition of trouble and disorder. The king
after their own heart, whom the Israelites
had chosen, turned out just as Samuel had
prophesied. The fair promise of his opening
reign soon faded away, and the man who
chose his own way instead of God’s way be-
came a self-willed, capricious oppressor. The
land was overrun with enemies. There was
no peace, no confidence, no satisfaction, (1 Sam.
22. 2,) except for the short time that David
was over the hosts of Israel. Ver. 2; 1Sam.
18. 5. After Saul had fallen, the unsettled
state of things continued. Tsrael was divided,
and while a son of Saul still reigned over the
ten tribes his hold over the kingdom grew
weaker and weaker, Nothing but the
acknowledgment of the king whom God had
chosen could restore peace and prosperity te
the country. At length the time came and
the elders of the tribes assembled at Hebron
to offer the throne to David.

They gave three reasons for their deter-
mination. 1. God’s express appointment : “The
Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people
Ierael, and thou shalt be a captain over
Israel.” The choice of God was well known,
and the Israelites were conscious that inm
following Ishbosheth they had been going
contrary to his will, and could not expect his
blessing. 2. The fact that David was one
themselves.  Deut, 17. 15. They were his
“bone and his flesh,” 3, The Jact that he
had won the crown: “ Thou wast he that led-
dest out and brought in Israel.” It was he
who had given them deliverance in the time
of greatest need. 1 Sam. 17. The wonder is
that they should so long have delayed to
acknowledge him as their sovereign,

Once made king over all Israel, what did
David proceed todo? To attack a stronghold
still held by the enemies of his people in the
very centre of the land, All through the
time of the judges, and during the reign of
Saul, the Jebusites had held their ground on
the rocky summit of Mount Zion, (Josh.
15. 63,) so inaccessible in their opinion s te
be sufficiently guarded by “the blind and the
lame.” But tﬁ stronghold was taken, the
enemy conquered, and at length the place
marked out by nature (as afterwards by divine
direction) for a capital city, because the resi-
dence of Israel’s king, .

The subjugation of the enemy was followed
by the willing assistance and support of
friendly neighbours, The king of Israel was
now a rovereign whose friendship was worth
cultivating, and from the neighbouring
Phenicia came workmen and materials for
beautifying the capital city. The favour of
God rested manifestly upon David, and his
kingdom was established,

But why ! Was it in order to exalt David
himself—to bring him riches and fame and
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honour? No, he knew better. e perceived
that the Lord had done it *for his people
Israel's sake,” He understood wh_z' God had
raised him to be a “ higher power,” and con-
sidered himself in his kingly state as “the
minister of God.” Rom. 13. 1, 4. In this he
was & pattern to all kings, all office-bearers,
all who are raised to any position of authority
and power over others,

And so, as in Germany on the occasion of
Rud:(llph of Hapsburg, as in England when
Alfred had won the throne, as in Italy after
the union of its various States under Victor
Emmanuel, the period of disorganization and
danger was followed by a time of comparative
peace and prosperity. Butall earthly govern-
ments have some flaw, some weakness, and
contain within themselves the elements of
decay. There is but one King of whom it is
written that “of the increase of his govern-
mex';t. and peace there shall be no end.” Isa.
9 7

This king is

One ordained of God. He is King by
divine right and divine appointment. He
must reign, whatever men may say to the
matter, hen he comes in glory to claim
his kingdom, resistance will be useless. Psa.

One who 1s our Brother. God has not ap-
pointed a stranger, but One who is “ our bone
and our flesh,” who has taken upon him our
nature and been “ made like unto his breth-
ren,” Heb, 2. 7. Should not such a king be
welcomed with gladness ?

Une who has won his kingdom. Won it by
suffering and blood. One who came as the
deliverer, and -gave his own life to save us,
How strange that men should be so slow to
acknowledge him ! J

And this King shall have victory, universal
dominions, and universal homage. Not one
inch of his territory shall be left in possession
of the enemy. Sece what is said of him in
Psa. 72 : “All kindreds shall fall down be-
fore him ; all nations shall serve him ;....
his name shall endure forever.”

And why all this? Foroursakes. David
was made king * for Israel’s sake.” Christ
was made king that “ men may be blessed in
him.” The earth has been for ages full of
turmoil and trouble, full of misery and
wickedness, a kingdom in a state of anarchy,
because the rightful king has not yet been
acknowledged. But just as the men of Judah
had already crowned David at Hebron, so is
Christ already owned by some. Happy those
who have already ranged themselves under
his banner! For his enemies must grow
weaker and weaker, (chap. 3. 1,) while “he
must increase.” John 3. 30.

CATECHISY QUENTION.

1. What do the Scriptures teach you con-
cerning God ?

That God is an eternal Spirit, infinite and
unchangeable in his nature and attributes, who
alone exists of himself.

God is a Spirit.—John 4, 24,

I am God, and there is none else ; | am God,
andPthere is none like me,—Isaiah 46, 9.

BEREAN METHODS.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class.

Show the condition of Israel after Saul’s
death : defeated, subject, Lroken, divided.
(See General Statement.)....Give a brief
account of the rival kingdoms of David and
Ishbosheth. ... What were the evils of thie
condition 1, . ..The circumstances that led to
David’s enthronement over all Israel. ... The
results of David’s accession, as shown in the
lesson : 1. Unity ; 2. Power; 3. Prosperity ;
4, Honour. . . .Show how Israel stands as an
illustration of God’s Church, and our lesson
illustrates the results of a revival....David
as & type of Christ in this lesson : 1. Crown-
ed; 2 Conquerin%‘; 3. Honoured....The
traits of David as here shown : 1. Capacity
for leadership, v. 1; 2. R t for law, v. 3;
3. Courage, v. 6; 4. Energy in action, v. 8;
5. Foresight and wisdom, v. 10; 6. Faith
in God, v. 12 ; 7. Humility, v. 12. “For his
people Israel’s sake.”. . . .See in the Analytical
and Biblical Outline the rewards of faith as
here shown. . . .Show how the divine element
enters into all true success : 1. God’s promise
its basis, v. 2; 2. God's name invoked, v. 3;
8. God’s presence, v. 10; 4. God’s favour, v.
12....IuLusTraTiONs. When Oliver Crom-
well was installed Protector of England, a
Bible was given him as the token of the prin-
ciples that should guide his government. So
all true power rests upon God's will. . . . Look
at the motto engraved upon nearly all the
coins of the United States,’ ‘ In God we trust,”
and see in that the one greatest element of
David’s success. . .Said a lady in France to an
American, “Have you mno princes in
America?” “Yes,” was the answer, “I am
one of them.” 8o there is a kingdom of the
Gospel, in which God would haveall as kings
and princes,

References. Foster's CYCLOPEDIA OF
TrLusTraTiONS :  Ver. 3: Poetical, 3302
Ver. 10 : Prose, 631, 2711, Ver. 12: Prose,
7784,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

Lessox TrovaHT, Our King With Us.

InTRODUCTORY. Place at the right hand
of the board the date A.D. 58, at the left B.C.
1046. Explain that our last lesson about
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Paul found him fifty-eight years from the
birth of Christ. Draw a line from this date
back to the one at the left, telling the chil-
dren that we are now going back from Paul’s
time to the time of David, Ask questions
about him, bringinﬁ out somewhat in detail
the story of Samuel’s visit ® David’s home,
the choice of the shepherd lad to be king, nd
the anointing which was the promise of G&i'ﬂ
Spirit to prepare him for his work by and by.
Let the children mention any facts in David’s
life previous to his actual coming to the
throne, showing that he had to meet man
trials before he could wear his crown. Call
for Golden Text, and tell that David had to
wait fifteen years from the time he was
anointed before he was made king, and then
for seven or eight years longer he only reign-
ed over a part of Israel. Ask if children
think that David sometimes looked forward
to the day when he should be made the great
king God had said he should be.

THE CROWNING DAY,

The day came at last when David was
made king over all Israel. God had pro-
mised it, and his promises never fail. Saul’s
son, Who had ruled over one of the kingdoms
into which Israel was divided after Saul's
death, was now dead, and all the tribes came
to David to ask him to reign over them, Tell
of the great army of soldiers, more than two
hundred and fiity thousand, that came to
make David king! Tell what they brought
with them to feast upon, and how, in all their
gladness, they remembered God, and pro-
mised that he should be their great King,
Tell how David took Jerusalem, and how
God helped him to win victories over all his
enemies, so that he soon became king over all
Israel.

THE CROWNING OF OUR KING.

We have a great King, called Jesus, If we
crown him King in our hearts, he will one
day crown us in heaven, This King con-
quers all enemies, If he is our King, and we
let him fight for us, he will conquer all our
enemies—pride, selfishness, ill-temper, etc,
How long shall we have to wait to be crown-
ed with our King? No one can tell, but if
we obey and serve him now, we shall surely
reign with him some day.

Lesson Word-Fletures,

King at last, all Israel consenting, but
what shall be his home, his great, royal city
Stand on_this hill and look across yonder
valley. What deep ravines, what grim, rocky
slopes rising from them, and above, up, up,

rises what an inaccessible fortress! Ah! its
defenders laugh at their assailants swarming
on the other side of those ravines or slyly
stealing along the valleys, Hear them ecry
in scorn, “ Except thou take away the blind
and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither !”
The lame and the blind 7 Surely that is not
one at the head of that column pressing
toward the walls, What a stalwart frame,
and how dexterously he handles his weapons !
But how cordially he is welcome with darts
and arrows and stones and shouts and sneers !
He presses on though, his voice of encourage-
ment ringing down to those who climb after
him, It may be a scaling ladder he is using.
He has mounted it, he is on the wall—no—
they have thrown him down on that rocky
rampart! But he is up, swinging to right
and left his trusty sword—he is in also!
Behind this one man, this Joah, son of
Zeruiah, press the mighty columns of King
David, and the fortress is taken. Ah, when
sin is massed behind strong walls, who will
be a Joab to go ahead, to go alone, and smite
the wrong thing down 1

Blackbeard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, NQ.

FRED' MY faps -
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ExpraNation. The crown represents the
kingship of David, and the shepherd’s
crook symbolizes the truth that like a shep-
herd he shall feed the people. Beneath the
crown the words, * Lord of all,” show that he
was king over all Israel. At the bottom of
the diagram is seen the name of Jesus, of the
house of David, the “ Lord of lords and King
of kings.” He is the mighty One to whom
the crown of glory is due, and for him the
shepherd’s crook calls to remembrance that
he said, “I am the good Shepherd.” See
John 10, 11-14,

Direcrions, Draw the name of David
and of Jesus in outline only with white chalk ;
the words in the semi-circle make with red
chalk,
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LESSON IL—THE ARK IN THE HOUSE.
2 Sam. 6. 1.12.

1 Again David gathered to-
g:.ther all the chosen men of

rael, thirty thousand.

2 And a David arose, and
went with all the people that
were with him from a Baale
of Judah, to bring up from
thence the ark of God, b whose

name is called by the name of the Lord of

hosts, that b dwelleth between the cherubim.

@ 1 Chren. 13, 5,——a Or, Bualah, that is, Kirjath-
jearim ; Josh, 16. 9.—b Or, at which the name,
even the name of the Lord of hosts, was called upon,
—>518am. 4. 4; Psa. 80, 1. p

3 And they ¢ set the ark of God upon ca
new cart, and brought it out of the house of
Abinadab that was in d Gibeah: and Uzzah
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the
new cart.

¢ Made to ride. —¢ Num, 7. 9.——d Or, the hill ;
18am. 7. 1.

4 And they brought it out of the house of

Abinadab which was at Gibeah, e p

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The capture of Jerusalem was soon followed
by the surrender of the other fortresses, and
the possession of the entire mountain region of
Palestine by Israel. But the Philistines, long
the masters of the land, would not yield their
sway without a struggle. Three fierce battles
were fought under the walls of the new capital,
but the tide of conquest had turned, and now
Philistia fell before Israel, and even the stron,
city Gath was taken by the victorious arms of
David. Mountain and plain and valley, from
the entering in of Hamath to the river of Egypt,
were now possessed by the twelve tribes, and
the conquest begun by Joshua was completed
under David. All the surrounding nations were
inspired with a new respect for the powerful
throne, and for the Jehovah whom it repre-
sented. The time had now come for a new de-
parture in the religious history of the chosen
people. The ark had long lain in seclusion, and

y-
ing the ark of God: and Ahio went before
the ark.

e With,

5 And David and all the house of Israel
played before the Lord on all manner of instru-
ments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on

lteries, and on timbrel on ts, and

came to S Nachon's
ing-floor, t forth his hand to
the ark of God, and took hold of it ; for the
oxen g shook it.
Or, Chidon, 1 Chron, 13. 9, that
stroke.——d Num. 4, 15,——¢ Or, stum!

7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled
mimUnh; and ¢ God smote him there for

h error; and there he died by the ark
of God.
¢ 1 8am, 6, 19.——h Or, rashness,

8 And David was displeased, because the
Lord had i made a breach upon Uzzah ; and he
called the name of the place § Perez-uzzah to
this day.

i, roken.——;j That is, the breach of Uzzah,

9 And f David was afraid of the Lord that
day, and said, How shall the ark of the Lord
come to me ?

Destroying

J/Pss. 119, 120 ; Luke 5. 8,

10 So David would not remove the ark of
the Lord unto him into the city of David ; but
David carried it aside into the house of Obed-
edom the Gittite,

#4711 And the ark of the Lord continued in
the house of Obededom the Gittite three

the ord of hip had been in abeyance.
Saul had slain the priests, and the people had
well-nigh forgotten God's law. David resolved
to ‘place the worship of God in its prominence
before the people. For this purpose he planned
to bring into his new capital the ark of the
covenant, the shrine of the law and the symbol
of God’s presence, and to surround it with a
magnificent service. The repr.sentative men
of all Israel were summoned to participate in
the great event. Amid sound of trumpets, and
songs and dances, the ark was brought from its
hidin, ghoe But a neglect to consult the law
of God brought a sad result in the death of one
who stood bK the ark, and the march was de-
layed for three months, while the law was
searched, and God's will was revealed. Again
the procession was formed ; the ancient chest,
covered from the profane gaze, was borne upon
the shoulders of the priests, and carried over
the hills of Benjamin. The gates of Zion were
opened, and the token of God’s presence was
carried within the walls, there to rest until it
should find an abiding home in the curtained
recess of the temple,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES.

Verse 1. Again. Afterthe events of Les-
son I, and the victories over the Philistines, by
which Israel was set free from the yoke borne
for two hundred years. Gathered to-
E:ther. That the remov;l of the ark might

a national

, BN an era
in the reli history of Irael. Thirty

months : and the Lord g blessed Obeded
and all his household.
¢ Gen, 30, 27 ; 39, 5.

#4412 And it was told king David, saying,
The Lord hath blessed the house of Obededom,
and all that pertaineth unto him, because of
the ark of God. So David went and brought
up the ark of God from the house of Obed-
edom into the city of David with gladness.

thousand. The representative men in the
State, the Church, and the army, up to that
number. This was to give dignity to the
occasion, 1. The first care of rulers should
be for the interests of religion.

2. From Baale of Judah. Otherwise
called Kirjathwjearim ; the oriqln.l Canaanitish
name ining with the Israelit It was on
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the border of Judah and Benjamin, eight miles
west of Jerusalem, and is now called K wu: el-
Enab. The journey from Jerusalem to le
is related in the parallel account, 1 Chron. 13.
6. To bring up. The ark had been in se-
clusion at this place for more than sixty years,
after its return from the land of the Philistines.
1 Sam. 6.10-21;7.1, 2. The ark of God.
This was a chest of wood, plated within and
without with gold, about four feet lonﬁ by two
and a half wide, made under Moses’ direction
at the foot of Mount Sinai, and conta ning the
two tables of the Ten Commandments. Its lid
was of gold, having upon it two cherubim, and
was ulfad the propitiatory, incorrectly trans-
lated mercy-seat, {»eing the place where God
was revealed in some way now unknown. 2.
God's ark is now in the hearts of his people.
Called by the name. So called as the
token of the covenant between God and Israel,
and as the place where he manifested his
presence. Some translate, Over which is called
the name, the mame of Jehovah of hosts.
Dwelleth between the cherubim.
These were conceived as the bearers of God
(Psa. 18. 10), or the upholders of his throne
(Ezek. 11. 22), hence zepresenting his presence.
Their form is not known with certainty, but is
lupKoud to have been human, with six wi
each. Isa. 6. 2. Some *hink that they symbol-
ized redeemed humanity, ever in communion
with God.

8,4 Ui)on a new cart. They followed
the example of the Philistines (1 Sam. 6. 7),
and not the command of the law, which was
that the ark should be borne on the shoulders
of the priests. This shows the general neglect
and ignorance of the laws of God into which
Israel had lapsed. 3. It is never safe for God’s

ple to follow the customs of the world
he house of Abinadab. It is not at all
likely that Abinadab was still living, as he had
received the ark more than sixty years before,
That was in Gibeah. Rather, as in the
margin, ‘““that was in the hill,” an eminence
at Kirjath-jearim, not the town Gibeah, which
was eight miles distant. Ugzzah and Ahio.
They may have been grandsons, or more remote
descendants of Abinadab, as the Hebrew use of
the word ‘‘sons” is very indefinite. Drave
the new cart. All this was gross negli-
, approaching to sacrilege. 4. We should
fetm from God’s word how to conduct his ser-
vice. Ahio went before. Guiding the
oxen, while his brother Uzzah watched the ark.
They had been accustomed to its grenncs from
ohﬂihood. and were wanting in ing rev-
erence for it. 5. Sometimes custom breeds
carelessness in sacred things.

6. Played before the Lord, With
music and the sacred dances of the East, not in
careless mirth, but with I.I:‘l{ joy in the Lord.
6. It is well when our festivals and pleasures
are before the Lord and for his honour, In-
struments made of fir wood. The
Hebrew text here is uncertain, and the best
commentators adopt the reading in 1 Chron.
13. 8, With all their might and with songs

Psalteries. Stringed instruments, resem-
bling a harp, but of triangular form. Tim-
bnﬁa. Also called tabrets, somewhat like a
tambourine. Cornets. Rather, sistra, plural
of sistrum, an ptian musical instrument,
like a horseshoe hung with bells, and shaken
by a handle.

6. Nachon’s threshing-floor. Caied
in 1 Chron. 13. 8, Chidon’s threshing-floor,
Perhaps neither is & proper name, but both
were given to commemordte this event, as one
means ‘‘the threshing-floor o iting,” the
other” of the ** dart or the stroke.” The location
is now unknown, but it was on the road from
Kirjath-jearim to Jerusalem. Ugzah put
forth his hand. * He did not think: the
frequent plea of sinners. But it was his busi-
ness to think."'— &, Stock. The oxen shook
it. Literally, *‘ were throwing it down” (as
in 2 Kinﬁl 9. 33, where the word is used).
Perhaps the oxen turned aside from the path to
eat the grain on the floor, and the cart was in
danger of falling over.

7. The snser of the Lord was kin-
dled. Doubtless God was offended at the
carelessness of the whole transaction, but now
it was necessary to interfere, lest his ark should
by and despised, for one slight
would surely be followed by others, and one
act of severity would result in abiding rever-
ence. God's anger is not hasty, blind passion,
but a principle of his being, called forth when
wen's conduct make it necessary, God smote
him. ‘Uzzah’s death was or a
solemn warning to David and his o, "—
Cambridge Bible. God dealt with as he
often deals with men, permitting the death of
one man for the salvation of many. It is not
necessary to suppose that his soul was lost, for
of his spiritual condition we know nothing and
God does not judge men eternally by one asty
act, which may have been repented of in a
moment. 7. How close are the links which bind
men together, when one man’s death es a
lesson to a whole people and for all time! 8,
1f such be the sacredness of the symbol of
God, how sacred should be held his name, and
the blo:d:l of the covenant, wherewith we are
eemed !

8. David waa displeased. Not against
God, but with the failure of his plans, for which
he had made vast preg:n.tionn, and cherished

t exp h dden a calamity in
g:'midlt of the festivities could not fail to
excite a deep feeling A breach upon Uz-
zah, A sudden stroke of destruction. Pe-
ruz-uzzah, ‘The breach of Uzzah,” or “‘fall
of Uzzah.” The name would perpetuate the
memory of the event. To this day. Im-
plying that the final revision of the record was
made long afterward, perhaps as late as the
time of Ezra, 440 BC. 9. 's strokes are ap
to be remembered longer than his mercies,

9. David was afraid of the Lord.
Already the sad event was bringing good results
in deeper reverence for God, and an awakening
to a solemnity of his service. How shall the
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ark? He now beg:n to inquire in what manner
the ark ought to be carried, since the former
pt was so displeasing to . Had he
asked sooner a life might have been saved, and
the joy of the people might not have been
hanged so suddenly into ing
10. Would not remove. Not for the
present, until the will of the Lord should be
more clearly revealed. Unto him. Nearer
to his own palace, and in its cepital, lest it
might become the cause of terror among the
people. City of David The rapidly grow-
n|
i

ing city on Mount Zion and its surrounding
h'ﬁ-. *nto the house. Placed for the
present only, awaiting divine direction. Of
Obed-edom_the Gittite. A Levite de-
scended from Kohath (1 Chron. 26. 8); called a
Gittite, perhaps because of a former residence
at Gath-rimmon, which was a Kohathite city.
Josh, 21, 25. He may have opened his doors
in faith, or perhaps the ark was placed in his
house bysroyal authority.

11, Three months. A short stay, but
long enough to bring God’s blessing. The
Lord ble:sed Obed-edom. The house
was doubtless watched with mingled awe and
terror by its neighbours, but in some way God’s
favor was shown, perhaps by increasing pros-
penty, or by a manifestation of the divine com-
munings to the household, so that all around
recognﬂed the tokens of God’s favor. 10. That
house is ever blessed where God dwells. 11.
No man ever makes sacrifices for the Gocpel';

Coxnecrivg LiNg.—War with the Philis-
tines. 2 Sam. 5. 17-25,
Praces.—Jerusalem and Baale, or Kirjath-
jearim, in the tribe of Judah.
ExrraNATIONS. —The chosen men—Not only
the army, but the leaders in the nation. David
arose—His purpose was to establish the worship
of God by giving a place to the ark in his new
capital. }'rom Baale—Also called Kirjath-
i'earim. The ark of God—A chest covered and
ined with gold, containing the stone tablets of
the Ten Commandments, ~ 7'he Lord of hosts—
So named as ruling the armies of heaven and all
the universe. Cherubim—Two small figures on
the 11 of the ark, representing certain beings
before the throne of God. New cart—This was
wrong, for it should have been carried on the
shoulders of the priests. Out of the house—It
had been there for many years in neglect.
Played before the Lord—Accompanying the
singing of psalms.  Psalteries—Somewhat re-
sembling harps of three sides, with strings
struck with a hammer.  Zimbrels— Musical
instr like tambouri Cornets—Here
meaning the sistrum, an instrument shaped like
a horseshoe and hung with bells. Cymbals—
Two bell-shaped cups of metal struck together.
Threshing-floor—An open ‘J)lme where grain
was shaken by oxen treading upon it.  Put
Jorth his hand—It was forbidden for any one
echt the priests to touch the ark. Anger of
the Lord—On account of Uzzah's careless treat-
ment of the ark. Breach—A destruction.
Pe‘r’rz~umh—“The breach of Uzzah.” Afraid

sake without an ab P of
reward.

12. It was told king David. Such
was the interest awakened by the fate of Uzzah
that all news of the ark and the effects of its
presence was sure to be reported. Went
and brought up the ark. As a result of
the former event, the king and the priests now
searched the now long-forgotten law, and there-
in learned how the ark should be carried. The
precepts were obeyed, and this time the sacred
chest was safely brought to Mount Zion, and
lodged in a tent under charge of Abiathar,
whﬂe the old tabernacle was left at Gibeon to
receive the care of Zadok.

GOLDEN TEXT.
He blesscth the habitation of the just,—
Prov. 8 33,
OUTLINE.

1. The Ark of God, v. 1, 2. -~
l.'l'“le.l fal l‘li]-eeulo v, 8.

zzah, v. 69,
4. The Blessed Household, v, 1012,
LESSON HYMNS,

No. 46, 8. S. Hymnal.

Happy the child whose youngest years.
No. 234, 8. S, Hymnal.

Happy the home when God is there.
No. 296, 8. S. Hymnal,

One more hymn we'll sing at parting.

Time.—B, C. 1042,

he saw that the removal had not been
made according to God’s will.  Blessed Obed-
edom—By peace and prosperity. Brought up the
ark—This time it was done in"the proper form.

HOME READINGS,
M. The ark in the house. 2 Sam. 6, 1-12.
T'u. The form of the ark. Exod. 25, 10-23,
W. The ark builded. Exod. 37. 1-9,
Th. The ark captured. 1 Sam. 4. 10,11; 5.1-9.

F.  The ark restored. 1 Sam. 6. 10-18.
8. David feareth God. Psa, 119. 113-120.
8. The blessing of the just. Heb. 10, 23-39.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. The Ark of God, v. 1, 2. Whom did
David call together? Whither did he lead
them? For what purpose ? whose direction
was the ark made? ~ Exod. 25, 110, What
was in the ark? Heb. 9. 4. What was upon
it? Heb. 9. 5. What made it precious to the
Jews? Exod. 25. 22,

2. The Joyful Procession, v. 3-5.
How was the ark carried? From whence was
it taken? Who drove the new cart? Who
went before it? What tokens of rejoicing were
shown ?

3. The Error of Uzzah, v. 6-9. What
hil‘f{?ned at Nachon’s threshing-floor? Why
did Uzzah touch the ark ? What command of
God did he break? Numb. 4. 15, What
punishment followed? How was David affected?

4. The Blessed Household, v. 10-12,
Where did David leave the ark ? Why? What

Prap e e
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attended it?

blessin,
finally brought ?

TEACHINGS OF THE 1LLESSON.
Where in this lesson are we shown—

Where was the ark

1. That God's presence and
should be sought ?

2. That God's d
obedience ?

3. That his presence in a home brings a
blessing on all within it ?

TuE LrssoN Carecuism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. From whence did David bring the
ark of God? From the house of Abinadab.
2. How should the ark have been carried ? By
Levites. 3. What caused Uzzah’s death? His
touching the ark. 4. Where was the ark taken
after Uzzah’s death? Into the house of Obed-
edom. 5. After being there three months
where was the ark then taken? Into the city
of David. .

DoctRINAL SvGarsTioN. —The holiness of
od.

dwelling-place

demand imp

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Ark of God, v. 1, 2. What was

the ark of God, and its purpose? Give some
particulars of its building and history. Where
was it at this time? How came it there ? 1 Sam.
6.14,21; 7.1, 2 What did it represent to
Israel ? How does God now dwell among his
people? 1 Cor. 6, 19.

2. The Joyful Procession, v. 3-5.
Who composed the procession? How was the
ark carried, and how should it have been?
Josh. 3. 3, 4. How did the king show honour
toit? Why was this honour shown ?

3. The Error of Uzzah, v. 6,9, What
was Uzzah's error? How and why was it
80 severely punished? What was David’s
feeling ?

4. The Blessed Household, v. 10-12,
Whose house received a blessin; , and how ?
How was the blessing shown? What was its
result ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
How are we here taught—
1. The duty of interest in the worship of God ?

2. The duty of reverence ?
3. The blessing of God’s presence ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What did David wish to do? Bring the ark
of God up to Jerusalem. Where was the ark ?
In the house of Abinadab. How long had it
been there? Nearly fifty years. Who did
David gather together to go with him ? Thirty
thousand chosen men of Israel. How was the
ark carried out of the house? On a new cart.
How should it have been carried? Upon the
shoulders of the priests. Who drove the new
cart? Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab.
Who went before the ark? David and the
house of Israel, singing and making music.
What did Uzzah do when the oxen shook the
ark ? He took hold of it with his hand. Why

was God angry with him? Because the ark
was holy, mﬁ' man might not touch it. How
did God punish Uzzah? With instant death.

Why was David displeased with himself? Be-
cause he had not consulted with God about
carrying the ark. What did he do with the
ark? ﬁe carried it aside into the house of
Obed-edom. What came to Obed-edom and his
household? Blessings from the Lord. [Repeat *
Gorpey Texr.] What did David do when he
heard this? He went and brought the ark up
to the city of David with gladness.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

The ark in the house was a blessing to Obed-
edom. Christ in the house is still a greater
blessing to us all. But he cannot stay in a
house where the hearts are shut against him.
Have you Christ in your heart? Have you
Christ in your house? Every true child of
Christ will show something of Christ.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
What the Service of Christ Should Be,
I. A NarioNaL SERVICE,
Gathered together all the chosen men. v, 1.
“Let the people praise thee, O God.”
Psa. 67. 3.
“The Lord hath avouched. . . . his pecu-
liar people.” Deut. 26, 18.
II. A DivINE SERVICE,
The naune of the Lord of hosts, v. 2.
“There will I meet with thee.” Exod,
25, 22,
“Let us come boldly unto the throne of
grace.” Heb. 4, 16,
IIL. A JoyruL SERVICE,
David and....Israel played before the
Lord, v. 5.
“Children of Zion... joyful in their
king.” Psa. 149, 2,
“Rejoice in the Lord alway.” Phil, 4. 4,
IV. A CareruL SERVICE,
The anger of the Lord was kindled. v, 7,

“Clean. .. .bear. .. .vessels of the Lord.”
Isa. 52, 11,
“Hear what God the Lord will speak.”
Psa, 85, 8,
V. A REVERENT SERVICE.
David was afraid of the Lord. v, 9.
“Thou, even thou, art to be feared.”
Psa. 76, 7.
“My flesh trembleth for fear of thee.”
Psa. 119. 120,
VI. A BLESSED SERVICE.

The Lord blessed Obed-edom. . . . his house-

hold. v. 11,
“The Lord hath blessed me for thy sake.”
Gen. 30, 27,
*“Blessing of the Lord. . ..maketh rich.”
Prov. 10, 22,
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ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
Lessons from the Death of Uszah,

1. The sudden death of Uzzah showed that
there is & God in Israel, whose eye is upon
his people, who watches their acts, and holds
them to a strict personal account.

2. It showed that God is not merely mer-
aiful and compassionate, but capable of just
anger, and with ibilities of wrath and
punishment ; so that it is not safe for sinners
to trust presumptuously to the divine long-
suffering.

3, It awakened attention tiroughout all
the land to the impurtance of God’s worship ;
ealled men to think of God who had never
thought of him before, and placed divine
things prominently before the nation.

4. 1t made God’s people more reverent in
their thought and worship, so that during the
after centuries reverence was a trait of Israel,
and many lives were preserved by the loss of

ene.

5. It strengthened faith, by the assurance
that the ark was not an empty symbol, but
that God was indeed among his people.

6. It made God’s blessing upon the house
of Obed-edom all the more noticeable by the
eontrast, and thus encouraged the hearts of
God’s worshippers.

7. It led to searching the long-neglected
law of God, and more faithful obedience to
its commands.

CATECHISY QUENTION,
2. What is an eternal Spirit?
gne who is without beginning and without
end.
jrom everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.
salm 90. 2.

3. What do you mean by saying that God is
infinite ?

I mean that his nature and attributes are
:ig:ubovenu derstanding, and without any
imit.

Canst thou by searching find out God?!—
Job 11. 7.

His understanding is infinite. —Psalm 147. 5.

Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens
eannot contain thee.—1 Kings 8, 27.

[Job 26. 14; Psalm 97.2; 1 Corinthians 2. 11.]

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

WHAT is it that makes a home happy?
Not the amplitude of its dimensiong, not the
elegance of its structure, not the beauty of its
arrangements, not the wealth that it containa.
The happiness of a dwelling depends upon its
inhabitants, Two habitations may stand

W
side by side, equally grand and commodivus,

or equally poor or mean, and yet there may
be misery in the one and joy and contentment
in the other. In one you will find a sun-
shiny face ; in the other, sour looks and bit-
terness, Love is in the one; strife in the
other., Our Golden Text tells us what makes
the greatest difference of all: “He blesseth
the habitation of the just.”

We were reading in the passage appointed
for last Sunday how lsrael's chosen kin,
sought a new dwelling-place for himself, mﬁ
a new capital aity for his country. After
wresting the stronghold of Zion from the
Jebusites, David began to l'ortilff the city,
and there the workmen sent by Hiram, king
of Tyre, built a house for him to dwell in.
Seated there in royal state, triumphant over
his enemies, the Philistines, rich in the devo-
tion of his subjects, and the esteem and re-
spect of the nations round about, we might
have thought David had enough to content
him. Had not the king whom God had
found “after his own heart,” the king brought
through many trials and dangers to the throne
for Isacl’s sake, a right to be called “the
just1” And should he not expect the blessing
of God to rest upon him

No. He felt that there was something
still wanting. He was indeed the king of
Israel, but he was only the servant of a
mightier King  His residence at Jerusalem
would not alone make it the centre of all
Israel. Nor did he feel that he, in himself,
deserved that the blessing of God should rest
upon his habitution. Chap. 7. 18. His city
was incomplete without the visible symbol
and sign of God’s presence ; he must have
the ark with him in Jerusalem.

So a vast concourse of men go down with
the king to Kirjath-jearim, where the ark
has remained ever since its return out ot the
land of the Philistines in the days of Samuel.
And with music, and shouting, and with
great gladness, it is brought on its way toward
the city of David. But in the midst of it all
we suddenly find

The ark a terror.

The ark was the pledge of God's presence
with his people. Between the cherubim, on
the mercy-seat above the ark, God was said
to “dwell.” Ver. 2; 1 Sam. 4. 4; Psa. 80. 1.
Tt was, therefore, the type and shadow of him
whose name is “ Emmanuel, God with us.”
It was out of the cloud that rested over the
mercy-seat that God had spoken to Moses.
Num. 7. 89. Very strict, therefore, were the
rules for preserving the sanctity of the ark.
It was neither to be looked upon nor touched,
but when conveyed from place to place was
to be carefully covered,and borne with staves
on men’s shoulders. Num. 4. 6, 15. But so
long had the ark remained in comparative
obscurity and neglect that David himself
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seems to have forgotten these injunctions.
Those who had the charge of it should, how-
ever, have known and remembercd, and the
act of Uzzah was one not merely of neglect,
but of daring impiety. The presence of God
must bring judgment upon the disobedient.
To the presumptuous trifler with sacred
things he is a “ consuming fire,” Heb, 11, 29.
80" Uzzah perished, a gloom was cast over the
whole proceeding, and David fearing to take
home t‘he ark, his city lacked that which was
later to become its pride and its glory. But
in the meantime we find

The ark a blessing.

When David, king of Israel, was afraid to
receive the sacred symbol, there was one
ready to give it loyal and reverent welcome,
Although he knew of the fate of Uzzah,
although he saw the terror of the eople,
Obed-edom shrank not from taking tie ark
into his house. And we read that the Lord
“blessed him and all his household.” Why
this blessing? We read nothing of the sort
concerning Abinadab and his sons, who had
80 long been guardians of the ark.  No doubt,
therefore, it was not as an outward and formal
act of duty, but with true and reverent affec-
tion, that Obed-edom received it. And with
such as he the Lord deigns to dwell. His
house was truly “the habitation of the just,”
since with all his heart he had welcomed the
type of him who is “that Just One,” Acts 7,
52, “just and huvini salvation,” Zech, 9, 9.
And therefore the blessing of God rested
upon it, L4

How can we make our homes happy ! Get
this blessing which Obed-edom hll{ It is
the “one thing needful.” No wealth, no
splendour, no fame, no popularity, no human
affection even, can take the place of this.
David was wise in his desire. But desire is
not enough. Though David came out to
seek it, he went home withoutit. Where the
Lord Jesus comes to dwell he must rule,
The heart must choose, not its own way, like
Uzzeh, but his way. This is why some shrink
back from receiving him, for fear of what
may happen to them if he comes. When
David, however, saw the blessing that came
where the ark dwelt, he desired and secured
it.  Who will follow David’s example,

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the 'l'clc:wl'l' Meeting and the
ase.

Show the time, circumstances, etc., of the
lesson, bringing out the fact that David’s first
care in his reign was for the interest of God’s
worship, an example to rulers. ... The places
in the lesson, draw map, and show surronnd-
ings....What the ark represented to Israel.
....How the ark happened to be at Baale of

2

Judah. ... What was right and what wrong
inthis journey ?....The fate of Uzzah, Why
it was necessary, and what benefits came from
it. (See Additional Practical Lessons). ...
Whose conduct to-day was illustrated by
Uzzah 7 Those who say, “ No matter about
the actions if the heart is right ;” those who
take part in public worship in thoughtless or
irreverent manner ; those who set up their
own standards in place of God’s word, etc.
....To what are we encouraged in the
example of Obed-edom?....What is here
taught concerning the worship of God 1 (See
Analytical and Biblical Outline.). . .. Against
what are we warned? 1, Irreverence; 2,
Neglect of God's law ; 3. Presumptuous trust
in God's mercy. . . . ILLUSTRATIONS, In most
European cities the traveller sees the roof
and spires of the cathedral rising above the
buildings in the centre of the town : an image
of the position which religion should hold in
every State....If Uzzah, the worshipper,
L)eriuhed because of carelessness, what will
ecome of the profane swearer who, without
his excuse, thoughtlessly uses God’s name 1
References. Foster’s ILLUSTRATIONS.
Verse 6: Prose, 4081. Ver. 7: Prose, 9959
Ver. 11: Prose, 858 ; Poetical, 1831 ; Prose,
3833....FreEMaN's HaND-Book. Ver, 2:
The cherubim, 205. Ver.5: The sistrum, 272,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

Lesson THOUGHT. Jesus brings blessing to
the home.
IntrRODUCTORY. Outline the ark upon the
board, or show picture of it. Tell that very
recious things were kept in it by God’s
irection. When interest is awakened in
the ark, tell what was kept in it, and God’s
commands concerning the care to be taken of
it. Teachers will give as much of its history
l}revious to this lesson as they deem best.
he history given in 1 Sam. 4. 5-7, should be
fresh in mind, whether used or not.

THE ARK FEARED,

Who was now king over all Israel? Ves,
David. Who was David's King? God.
David must obey God as his subjects obeyed
him. That is why he set out to bring the
ark back to its rig{t place. Tell the story—
the grand p ion, the great rejoicings,
the triumphant march toward home, and the
fear that came upon all when Uzzah fell
down and died. David feared because he
knew that God was displeased, and so he left
the ark in the house of Obed-edom. Show a
Bible! What is this book for? Lead the
children to see that it is God's word tellin,
us what to do. Read James 1. 5. Gud will
tell us what to do if we ask him. Tell that

SO T TR TR SR UTNIn,
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if David had asked God how to bring the ark
home, he would have told him in his law
that it mnst be carried by priests, not placed
upon a waggon, and that no one but a priest
could be allowed to touch it.

THE ARK BOUGHT,

Tell that by and by David heard of great
blessing and prosperity in the home of Obed-
edom. Why! He welcomed the ark of God,
and God was pleased with his willingness to
have it in his house. Have it understood
that the ark was the symbol of God’s presence.
David heard that the house of Obed-edom
was a glad place because of God’s presence
there, and tnen he sent for it au«f bad it
carried to Jerusalem according to God’s direc-
tions. It is safest to obey God in every little
detail.

JESUS, OUR ARK.

Draw a contrast between a home where
Jesus is known and loved, and one where he
has no place. In which home is blessing,
peace, safety ! Some fear to have Jesus in
their home. That is because they are not
willing to obey him. Evil spirits feared him
when he lived on earth. Let us ask God's
Spirit to teach us how to seek Jesus, how to
receive him, how to live with him.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Strange guest at the house of Obed-edom !
This guest was seen to enter the house, but
has never left the room then tenanted, That
room is impressive with the consciousness of
a strange, powerful presence, and yet not a
human voice has been heard, not ‘a human
face seen. Such a mysterious guest! And
such prosperity has come to the house of
Obed-edom during the stay of this guest !
I can imagine some of the manifestations of
blessing there. One of Obed-edom’s family
may have been sick, but health has come
back. There may have been an absent son,
a prodigal, only to return and kneel for his
father’s forgiveness, Has not old Nathan,
the nearest neighbour, come to make a con-
fession and mend a rent made by his sharp

tongue? If the grain be stouter, the grass
greener and more velvety, the grape-clusters
on the vines more pulpy, is it any wonder !
But would you like to see this guest 7 Others
are crowding about the door with you, eager
to see the mysterious, powerful benefactor of
Obed-edom. Look in when the guest-room
is opened. There is that old, old relic of
tabernacle-days, the cherished possession of
Israel, the ark of the covenant! ~ You see the
rich casing of gold, the four golden rings for
the staves by which it is borne, that mercy-
seat of “ pure gold,” and over it still drop the
protecting wings of the caerubim. Under
those wings, what a hiding-place of power!
| It is the same ark that went with Ismeracmss

the wilderness, before which Jordan fell back
‘ abashed, and Jericho’s walls tumbled down

in ruin. What wonder that Obed-edom’s
| guest brought blessing to him and all his
| household ! O child of the great Father, the
name Jehovah is a guest in your house ! Ah,
Lot as a guest to stay nwhife, but if you will

have it 8o, a constant, an abiding presence
Lringing naught but blessing !

| Blackboard,

| BY J. B. PHIPPS, BSQ.

|
{

God’s presence in the heart makes life
happy. is presence in the home brings
blessings unnumbered. He is a God of holi-
ness, and is to be reverenced. Teach with
this lesson that we should not seek him care-
]easl{, but with humility, love, and faith.
At the close of the review have the school to
sing, “ Abide with me,”

B.C. 1042,)

2 Sam.

1 And it came to pass, a when
the king sat in his house, and
the Lord had given him rest
round about from all his ene-
mies,

a1 Chron, 17. 1,

2 That the king said unto
Nathan the prophet, See now,
I dwell in b an house of cedar, but the ark of
God dwelleth ¢ within curtains,

b Chap. 6. 11.——¢ Exod. 26. 1; 40. 21.

[July 20,

7. 1-16,

) And Nathan said to the kin, , Go, do all
t}mt is d in thine heart ; for the iord is with

| thee,

| d1l Kl.ngl 8.17; 1 Chron, 22, 7; 28 2,

| 4 And it came to pass that night, that the
word of the Lord came unto Nathan, saying,

| 5 Go and tell @ my servant David, Thus
saith the Lord, Shalt thou build me an house

| for me to dwell in ?

| a To my servant, to David,

| 6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any house
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since ¢ the time that I brought up the children
of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but
have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.

¢ 1 Kings 8, 16,

7 In all the places wherein I f have walked
with all the children of Israel spake I a word
with bany of the tribes of Israel, whom I
commanded g to feed my people Israel, saying,
Why build ye not me an house of cedar ?

JS Lev. 26. 11; Deut, 23, 14.— b 1 Chron. 17.6;
any of the judges.—g Chap. 5. 2 ; Psa. 78. 71, 72 ;
Matt. 2, 6 Acts 20, 28,

8 Now therefore so shalt thou say unto m,
servant David, Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
took thee from the sheep-cote, ¢ from following
the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over
Israel :

¢ From after,

9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou
wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies
d out of thy sight, and have made thee a 4 great
name, like unto the name of the great men
that are in the earth,

d From thy fuce ; Paa. 80, 28.——h Gen, 12, 2,

10 Moreover I will appoint a place for my
people Israel, and i will plant them, that they
may dwell in a place of their own, and move
no more ; neither shall the children of wicked-
ness afflict them any more, as beforetime,

i Psa. 44, 2; 80. 8; Jer. 24. 6; Amos 9. 15,

11 And as since the time that I commanded
judges to be over my people Israel, and have
caused thee to rest f{:?n all thine enemies,
Also the Lord telleth thee that he will make
thee an house.

12 And j when thy days be fulfilled, and
thou & lhai’t sleep with thy fathers, I will set
up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out
o}) thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.

{ 1 Kings 2. 1.—¥ Deut, 81. 16; Acts 13, 36 —
11 Kings 8. 20; Psa, 132, 11.

44 13 He m_shall build an house for my
name ; and I will n stablish the throne of his
kingdom for ever.

m 1 Kings 5. 6.—~—n Psa, 89, 4,

&% 14 1 o will be his father, and he shall be
my son. If p he commit iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men, and with the
stripes of the children of men :

0 Heb, 1. 5.——p Psa, 89, 80.

47 15 But my mercy shall not deisﬁ away
from him, ¢ as I took it from Saul, whom I put
away before thee.

¢ 1 Sam, 15, 25,

44 16 And r thine house and thy kingdom
shall be established for ever before thee: thy
throne shall be established forever.,

r Psa. 89, 86, 37 ; Jobn 12. 4.

GENERAL STATEMENT,

The kingdom of Israel is now at peace, rul-
ing over the twelve tribes, honoured by its
friends, and feared by its foes, The capital on
Mount Zion is extending its borders, and in-
creasing in its population ; the palace of its
king looms up above the houses, and beside it
stands the hgernncle, where the ark rests after
its long wandering. The hour has now come
for a new revelation of God's plan of redemp-
tion. By the shadow of Eden's closed gate God
gave the first dim promise of One who should

come to heal the serpent’s sting. Twenty cent-
uriesrolled away, and then the Almighty called
forth the family of Abraham, and promised
that in it should all the earth be biessed. Two
hundred years later from the dyin, lil'u of Jacob
broke the prophecy that in Judah's line the
Shiloh should appear. Then silence reigned
for six centuries, while the divine plans were
awaiting a fit honr in which to point with
clearer ?ight down the future, to narrow the
field of prophety, and to mark out the line
through which the Messiah shall come to Israel
and to the world. That hour has now dawned,
and to David the king is given the assurance
that in his family the royal honour shall remain
until his kingdom shall culminate in a throne
never to pass away. Walking upon the roof of
his palace, David “sees beneath him the modest
tent which enshrines the ark of the covenant.
A loyal servant of God, he resolves that no
longer shall his home outshine that which is
the emblemn of the Lord’s presence. He plans
to build a temple which shall be a worthy
dwelling-place o? the Most High. The Lord
accepts his pious purpose, but reserves its ac-
complishment to a more fitting time, and then
makes to him the glad announcement that his
house shall sit upon the throne forever ; that
from him shall proceed a line that shall never
end, and a kingdom that shall pass all
the earth,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTENS,

Verse 1. It came to pass. After Da-
vid was firmly established on his throne, but
before the birth of Solomon, (ver. 12,) and
therefore in the earlier years of his reign. The
king. The title here calls attention to the
kingly aspect in which David appears in this
chapter. Sat in hishouse. Notstanding,
the attitude of action, but sitting at ease. The
Lord had given him rest. The persecu-
tion of Saul, the hundred years’' war with the
Philistines, the rivalries and strife of the tribes,
the invasions of surrounding tribes, all were
ended. His realn was at peace, and his throne
seemed secure. 1. When rest comes, it is the
gift of God. 2. God gives trials for our train-
ing, and rest for our growth.

2. Nathan the prophet. The first
mention of a man who in close relations
to David. He had probably been trained in
the prophetic school of S 1, and by his
wisdom and spiritual insight exercised great
influence in David's court. He boldly rebuked
David’s sin, gave Solomon his early training,
and aided in securing his accession to the
throne. It is most likely that the original
writings from which the history of this period in
the books of Samuel, Kings, Ans Chronicles were
compiled came from his pen. The prophet.
The order of prophets was instituted by Samuel,
though individual prophets had appeared before
his time. They represented the highest spiritu-
ality of Israel, as the priesthood represented its
outward worship, ms both were necessary to
the Jewish Church. They were men of every

-
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grade in society, from herdsmen like Amos up
to princes like Daniel ; but lived in communion
with God, and taught his will in various
degrees of inspiration. They were often bold
in their rebukes of kings because of their failure
to appreciate the true character of kingship,
and their forgetfulness of God. A house of
cedar. The palace on Mount Zion which
Tyrian workmen had built for David out of
cedar from Lebanon, The ark of God. See
notes on Lesson IL, ver. 2.  Within cur-
tains. In the temporary tabernacle on Mount
Zion, with which David’s stately palace stood
in strong contrast. 3. The true servant of God
seeks honour for his master rather than himself,

3. Nathan said. Nathan spoke out of
his own judgment, and not by divine inspira-
tion ; for only at times was the prophet given
a message from the Lord. Do B.Yl that is in
thine heart. He supposed that David's

urpose would be in accordance with God’s will.'

he Lord is with thee. 4. It is well
when a man’s acts are such that God is ever on
his side.

4. That night. God often gave his mes-
sages to the prophets by night, as to Samuel.
1 Sam. 3. 3; 15. 16, ’yl‘he word of the

ord. In what precise form we know not,
but probably through an impression upon his
spirit which he recognized as divine. Came
unto Nathan. We now see the difference
between Nathan's 1 opinion and the
revelation of God trmugh him. 5. May we
live 80 near to God as to hear his voice !

5. Mfy servant David. The term wasa
mark of special honour, as only a few, like
Moses and Joshua, are named ** servants of the
Lord” by Jehovah himself. Shalt thou
build me a house ? The thought of these
verses is, ‘‘Thou shalt not build me a house,
but T will build thee a house, (a family line
upon the throne,) and thy son shall build me a
house.” 6, God recognizes, honours, and re-
wards the pious desires of his people, even when
he does not accept their plans.

6. Whereas. Rather, “since.” It in-
troduces the reason why David was not to
build the house. I have not dwelt. While
the land was not yet fully possessed by his

ple, God would not occupy a settled abode,
m dwelt in a movable tent. Hven to this
day. Four hundred and fifty years after the
exodus of the Israelites from pt. Have
walked. While the tabernacle and the ark
were changed from place to place, God himself
seemed to be travelling. God dwelt in the ark,
in the sense that 1t was the symbol of his
presence, and, as some think, bare his visible
manifestation in the mysterious Shekinah. 7.
God feels with his people, adapts himself to
their state, and shares tll:eir varied experience,

'7. In all the places. The wilderness,
Gilgal, Shiloh, Kirjath-jearim, and now Zion.
Spake I aword? “Did I give acommand
to any one of the tribes through which I
governed Israel.” Anyofthe tribes. When
a ruler arose for Israel out of any tribe, his rule

was considered that of his tribe, as when
Ephraim ruled in the person of Joshua, or Ben-
jamin in Saul, or Judah in David. (See 1
Chron, 28.4.) To feed. To tend, asa shep-
herd his uhee{n. Why bui'd ye not ? God
had never called upon any of the ruling tribes
of Israel to set aside the tent and build a tem-
ple.

8. Now therefore. The reason why
God chose not to have his house built at that
time was that the throne of David was not fullly
settled, that great wars were yet to be waged,
which would engross David’s attention, em loy
all his power, and unfit him for the worE of
building the temple. The Lord of hosts.
Jehovah-sebaioth, *“the Lord of the universe.”
I took thee from the sheep-cote.
Rather, ‘‘from the pasture of the flock.” 8, It
is well for those whom God has honoured to
keep in mind their lowly origin. To be ruler.
David was thus reminded that his elevation had
come from God.

O. Was with thee. God had been with
him in his battle with Goliath, in the perils of
Saul's court and of the exile, in wars and politi-
calmovements. Cut offall thine enemies.
Here referring especially to Saul and the leaders
of his party. Made thee a great name.
David was the ablest warrior, the wisest states-
man, and the most successful ruler in the history
of Israel, after Moses. He found Israel broken,
cowed under their enemies, and wandering
from God ; he left it in control of all the sur.
rounding natiors, with gn empire twelve times
the size of Saul's, and the leading Oriental
power of the age. 9. The greatest honour that
any man can possess is to be known as the
child of God.

10. I will appoint. This should read,
“1 have sgpoinud," as it referred to the
past, not the future. A place for my
people. The land of Canaan, where they
were then settled, and which they held as God's
gift. Move no more. As they had moved
in the patriarchal age from Canaan to Egypt,
and in the Mosaic from Egpyt to Canaan,
Neither ... children or wickedness
afflict. This promise was fulfilled accordin
to the of Israel’s faithful to its God.
When Israel’s sins required discipline and pun-
ishment, God gave it through hostile nations.
10. God’s keeping of his covenant is always
dependent upon man’s fidelity to his vows.
Beforetime. Here referring to the adversi-
ties of Isruel 1u Egypt.

11. And as since. Referrinq to the op-
Hreuionl through which the Israelites passed

uring the period of the judges OCaused
thee to rest. God calls attention to the con-
trast between David’s time and all the previous
ages of Israel's history; ‘‘hitherto have been
afflictions, now there ‘is rest.” Will make
thee a house. David had aro a house
for God ; and in refusing it rewards his
purpose with the promise of a house for himself,
that is, a permanent possession of the royal
authority in his family, 11. God will let no
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man serve him for naught, but rewards even
our unfulfilled desires for his honour. In this
Emmise was also the principle that God must

uild a man’s house before he can build God’s
house.

12,13. Will set up thy seed. In the
E:rlon of his son Solomon, who was not yet

rn. Hstablish his kingdom. A promise
verified to Solomon, who enjoyed rule over all
the lands won by David. e shall build a
house. The temple, which was the glory of
Solomon’s reign, and stood for four handred

ears. His kingdom for ever. This was
ulfilled when Jesus Christ, the Son of David,
established his kingdom in the world, to outlast
all earthly empires. 12. See here our interest
in this promise of God.

14. I will be his father. For David’s
sake God promises to deal with Solomon in the
love, tenderness, and discipline which a father
shows toward his son. 13. The children of
saints can claim peculiar regard from their
father’s God. He shall be my son. This
was not a promise that David’s son would be
saved without respect to his own faith or con-
duct, but that God would deal with him as a
wise father, punishing sin but ever ready to
forgive. If he commit iniquity. The
backsliding of Solomon and of David’s descen-
dants in general seems to be forshadowed by
divine omniscience. 'With the rod of men.
With such chastisements as good men inflict
upon wayward children, to correct and not to
destroy them, .

15, 16, My mercy shall not depart.
The favour of God will still be continued to
David’s family line, even though individuals of
it may be set aside for their sins. AsI took
it from Saul. In that God took the kingdom
at once and forever from Saul's family, while
he left it forever in David's; for when the tem-

ral kingdom ended, the eternal kingdom arose
in Christ, who was ““of the seed of David.”
Established for ever. Other thrones
have passed away, and not one king on earth
can trace his line back to David’s time. But
the Son of David, who rules over *‘a peculiar
people,” his Church lives and reigns for ever-
more,

GOLDEN TEXT.
Thy throne shall be established for ever.—
2 Sam. 7. 16.
OUTLINE.

1. A House Proposed, 1. 1.8,
2. A House Refused, v. 410,
3. A House Promised, v. 11-16,
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 3, 8. 8. Hymnal.
Come, let us join our cheerful songs,
No. 5, 8. S. Hymnal.
Hosanna ! be the children’s song.
No. 2, 8. 8. Hymnal.
All hail the power of Jesus’ name !
No. 38, 8. S. Hymnal.
Crown him with many crowns,

Time.—B. C. 1042, immediately after the
events of the last lesson,

Prace.—Jerusalem.

EXPLANATIONS. — The king — King David,
Sat . . . at rest—Having conquered his king-
dom and the surrounding tribes. His enemies
—Both the disorderly elements in the realm,
and the® heathen races around it. House of
cedar—A house with roof of cedar, Ark of
God—See on Lesson 1I.  Within curtains—In
the tent called the tabernacle. Nathan—An
inspired prophet. Go, do all — This was
Nathan’s advice before God had given him his
will.  Not dwelt in any house—This refers to.
the ark, which represented God's presence
among his people. Spake I « u-(n':l~(l;od had
not commanded the people to build him an
house.  From the sheep-cote—Rather, ** from
the ‘pasture-ﬁeld!," as David had been a shep-
herd. A great name—A name famous in all
time. / was with thee—God’s presence made
David great. Appoint a place—The land of
Canaan, from whic{xmt'hey would not have been
taken, but for their sins, Children of wicked-
ness—The oppressors during the time of the
judges. Make thee an house—That is, give to
David’s family the possession of the throne.
1 will chasten him—God would punish him for
sins, but r.t take the kingdom from him,
Established forever—Through Jesus Christ, the
descendant of David.

HOME READINGS,
M. God'ls covenant with David. 2 Sam. 7.
-16

Tu. The promise to Abraham. Gen, 15. 718,

W. Renewed with Isaac. Gen. 26. 1-6.

Th. David repeats the promise. Psa. 132.
8-18.

F. The r;aat«;mtiun foreshown. Jer. 24. 4-10.
8. The covenant fulfilled. Luke 1. 26-35.
8. God's great mercy. P:a. 89. 20.37.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. A House Proposed, v. 1-3. What
was the state of David’s kingdom now? With
whom did the king seek counsel? What did
he contrast with his own home? What per-
mission did the prophet give? What encourag-
ing assurance did he offer ?

2. A House Refused, v. 4-10. For
whom did Nathan receive a divine message?
What did the Lord ask of the king? Where
had the Lord had his dwelling-place with men ?
What had he refrained from asking? Of what
did he remind the king? What promise of
national prosperity is given? Why did the
Lord deny David's request? 1 Chron, 28. 3.

3. A House Promised, v. 11-16.
What promise of prosperity was given to David?
Who should follow him as king? What privi-
lege should be granted him? ~ What promise
of adoption? ~What warning was given?
What covenant was made with the house of
David? In whom was this fulfilled? Luke 1.

2,
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TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,

Where in this lesson are we shown—

1. That God's plans cannot be hurried by
men ?

2. That God’s presence and blessing are with
his servants ?

3. That the death of a good man does not
hinder God's work. .

Tre LrssoN Catecrism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. What did David purpose to do?
To build an house for the Lord. 2. What came
to Nathan in the night? The word of the Lord.
3. What did the Lord tell Nathan? To forbid
David's building him an house. 4. Whom did
the Lord appoint to build him an house?
David’s son Solomon. 5. What promise did God
make to David? *Thy throne shall be estab-
lished for ever.”

DoctriNAL SuceEesTiON. —The promises of
jod

God,
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. A House Proposed, v. 1-3. For
whom did David propose to build a house?
What spirit did his purpose show? How did
the prophet reply to his proposition? Why,
then, was not tEe house built ?

2. A House Refused, v.410. Why
did God refuse the house? How had God
shown his love to David? What did he promise
to Israel?  For what purpose did God choose
the Israelites ?

3. A House Promised, v.1-11. What
was God’s promise to David? How was it ful-
filled? What was the promise of the GoLpex
Text? In what respect was this ** forever? "
Dan, 2. 4. Who was the true successor of
David? Matt. 21. 9. What part may we have
in the promise to David ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
What are we taught in this lesson—

1. Concerning the duty of gratitude to God ?

2. Concerning the privilege of covenant with
God ?

3. Concerning the promises of God ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What did David wish to do? Build a house
for the ark of God. Who encouraged him to
do this? Nathan, the prophet. hat came
unto Nathan by night ? e word of the Lord.
Where was the ark kept? In a tent. Had
God asked the people of Israel to build him
a house of cedar? No; he dwelleth not in
temples made with hands.  Where is his dwel-
ling-place? In our hearts, What was David
when the Lord called him to be ruler over
Israel? A tender of sheep. How had the
Lord prospered him? He had made his name
great upon the earth, Over whom had he
given David the victory? Over all his ene-
mies. What did the Lord promise David ?
That he would bless and continue his house,
Who did he say should build a house for the
ark? The son of David. What did the Lord

romise to be to David’s son? A heavenly

ather. How would he chasten him when he
sinned ? With mercy. What would he estab
lish forever ? David’s house and kingdom.
[Repeat GoLpEN TexT.)

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

God blesses—Those who trust him. Those
who honour him. Those who love and obey
him. * Surely it shall be well with them that
fear God.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Seven Attributes of God.

I. Tue DIvINE PERSONALITY.

Thus saith the Lord. v, 5,

“Thou art God alone.,” Psa, 86, 10,

“Is there a God besides me 1” Isa. 44. 8.

II. Tue DiviNe AuTHORITY.
Go and tell my servant David, v. 5,
“Fear the Lord .. keep all his statutes,”
Deut. 6. 2,
“The Lord reigneth.... clothed with
majesty.” Pea. 93. 1,
II1. THE DIVINE SPIRITUALITY.

Have walked in a tent. . . .tabernacle, v. 6,
“Ye....saw no similitude.” Deut. 4 12.
““God is a Spirit.” John 4. 24,

IV. THE DIvINE OMNIPOTENCE.
I took thee....to be ruler. v, 8.
“I am the Almighty God.” Gen. 17. 1.
“The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”
Rev. 19. 6.
V. TrE DiviNe FOREKNOWLEDGE,
He will make thee a house, v, 11.
“Known unto God....all his works.”
Acts, 15, 18,
“God knoweth all things.” 1 John 3. 20.
VI. THE DivINE JUSTICE.
If he commit iniquity. ...will chasten, v.
14,

*Justice and judgment. .. .thy throne,”
Psa, 89. 14,

“God is no respecter of persons.” Acts
10. 34,

VII. Tue DiviNe MERcy.
My mercy sball not depart. v. 15.

“The Lord is merciful and gracious.”
Psa. 103. 8,

‘““He delighteth in mercy.” Micah 7. 18.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
The Gifts of God,

1. God gives to his servants rest after toil
and ease after trouble, v. 1. 2,

2. God gives to his servants counsel in the
affairs of life, guiding their plans by his
divine wisdom. v. 4-7,

3. God gives to his servants his call, open-
ing before them paths of opportunity, and
making their way plain. v. 8,

4. God gives to his servants his presence
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and help, encouraging them in trial, and
leading them to success, v. 9,

5. God gives to his servants such tokens
of his favour as lead to honour from the
world. v. 9.

6. God gives to his servants his promises,
which are everlasting, and sure of fulfilment.
v. 10-13.

7. God gives to his servants an interest in
their families, and special charge over their
children. v. 14-16.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

4. Avre there more gods than one ?

There is one God only, the living and true
God.

Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one
Lord.—Deuteronomy 6. 4.

Thou art freat and dost wondrous things :
Thou art God alone. -~Psalm 86. 10.

Iam God, and there is none else.—Isaiah

, 22,

[Isaiah 45. 6, 7; Jeremiah 10, 10; Matthew
. 19; 1 Corinthians 8. 4; 1 Thessalonians
1. 9; 1 Timothy 2. 5.]

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

We have more than once had lessons on
giving, but 1 do not think we have yet had
one accepting. And I think we may find it
both interesting and profitable to look at
this passage in the light of a lesson on
accepting.

A friend offers to render me an act of ser-
vice. I accept it with thanks, Why? Pro-
bably for two reasons : first, that it is offered
in a kindly spirit ; and second, that it will
actually meet my need. It does not, how-
ever, follow that both these conditions are
fulfilled in every act of service offered. The
offer may be made grudgingly and disagree-
ably, and in such a case, although exactly
adapted to the need, it could not be accept-
able. On the other hand, there can be much
kind feeling, but little suitability in the ser-
vice. I was reading only to-day of a poor
invalided woman in France. A young
friend in England regularly forwarded her an
excellent periodical to cheer her lonely hours,
But it was written in English, and the poor
sufferer could not read a word of it. Even
the kind motive could hardly render such a
thing acceptable,

In the passage for to-day we find David
offering to render service to God. He sat in
his royal palace, triumphant over his enemies,
established in the hearts of his pe:‘fle, rich
and happy in the blessing of the Lord. ~And
his thoughts turned cut to that which was
foremost and chief in his mind, the honour

and glory of his God. He had the ark, the
sign of God's presence, with him in the royal
city ; but it dwelt “ within curtains,” Could
he not build a costly shrine more befitting
such a treasure 7 A house for God’s name,
(ver. 13,) that is what he desired to offer.
Was it accepted 1

Not as he wished and hoped. The devout
spirit, the zeal for God’s glory, the adoring
heart anxious to expend its best upon his
service—all this was well pleasing to the
Lord. “Thou didst well in that it was in
thine heart.” 2 Chron. 6, 8 But what did
God say to the service itself? *Shalt thou
build for me a house to dwell in?” Why?
God’s requirements, the needs (if we may so
speak) of his glory, could only be met in
God’s way. He had chosen a tent as his
meeting-place with Israel, and as his habita-
tion among them. ver. 6; Exod. 29. 43, 45,
When he chooses another dwelling-place he
must select the man by whom it was to be
set up; for the earthly dwelling-place was
but a sign and symbol of something higher.
And though David was the chosen servant of
God, he could not fulfil this type, because
he had been a ““man of war.” 2 Chron. 28,
8. The spirit in which David sought to
offer was accepted, but not the service itself.
For the latter was vnsuitable, it could not
answer to the need.

But in rejecting David’s offer of service,
God made an offer of blessing to David. Was
it for God’s glory alone that he dwelt in the
midst of Israel, that a house was to be
erected to his name— that outward ta})el
were given of greater things to come? Why
had he set David to be king over his people?
For Israel’s sake. Chap. 5. 12. Why did he
dwell among them? That he might bless
them. This is what God desired and required
—Dblessing for his people ; and this was to
come—not from Dwidp alone, A mere man
could never suffice for the needs of his
brother-men, (Psa. 46. 7,) could never be suf-
ficient channel for the blessing of God to
them,

So what did God promise ! That David’s
son should build a house for his name. But
this was not all ; it was but the type of some-
thing better. And so David understood it,
as we find from Psa. 72. He knew that the
promise should be fulfilled in a divine king,
even the Lord, (Psa. 110. 1,) whose throne
should be “established for ever,” and in
whom all nations should be blessed.

How did David receive this offer of bless-
ing? Bear in mind that it contained the
rejection of his own offer of service, the frus-
tration of his own plan. It put him ina

secondary place. But see in vers, 18-29 with
what joy and praise it was accepted! He
let go his own ideas ; he rose above his own
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desires ; he saw the wonderful love of Je-
hovah streaming out of this promise ; he saw
that theee “great things,” this “goodness,”
this “Llessing,” (vers. 21, 28, 29,) had come
from the heart of God, “according to thine
heart.” Ver, 21. And hesaw how thoroughly
his blessing met all the needs of God’s people.
So his acceptance was immediate, hearty, and
eager. “Let it be;” “Do as thou hast,” was
his response. This is the way to accept what
God nf?«m

It is the natural impulse of the human
mind to offer something to God, whether
with eelf-complacency, as Balak, (Num. 23,
4), or grudgingly, as the Israelites in the
time of Malachi, (Mal. 1.7, 8, 13,) or devoutly,
as Cornelius, Acts 10, 4, We have seen how
God accepts—according to the spirit, yet not
always in the letter. That ardent young
heart may plan out a work for God, and not
be permitted to carry it out? Why? God
knows best. God must choose. And if he
rejects the offer of service, he still offers
blessing. The great point is to accept God’s
offer, It may strike right against our natu-
ral desires, our cherished schemes, but it is
far better than anything we can conceive.
God’s offer should be meekly, gladly, thank-
fully accepted. The best til'nt man can do
must come “short of the glory of God.” Rom,
3. 23. But God has perfectly provided for
the needs of our poverty, and the needs of
his glory. In Christall these needs are fully
met, ould we please God and serve him
acceptably 7 “This is the work of God, that
ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” John
6. 20. “The Father himself loveth you,
because ye have loved me, and have believed
that I came out from God.” John 16. 27.

BEREAN METHODS.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
LY

In the introdnuetion present the purpose of
this lesson as an iniportant link in the chain
of revelation concerning the redemption of
the world, as shown in the general statement
... The circumstances of the lesson a word-
picture : David’s palace and the tabernacle
In contrast ; the king and the prophet ;
God’s house proposed, and David’s house pro-
mised. ...I. What God had done for David.
II. What God now promised to do for David.
....Show in the lesson God’s gifts to his
servant, and to what degree we may expect
them. (See Additional Practical Lessons,)
....Point out in this lesson the illustrations
of the nature and character of God, shown in
the Analytical and Biblical Outline. ... What
the lesson calls upon us to do: 1. To re-
cognize God, as David did, while many for-
get him in their own advancement ; 2. To

[July 20

plan for God’s cause, while our awn plans are
successful ; 3. To keep in view our humble
origin, and remember that our prosperity
comes from God ; 4. To seek in ulrthiugs to
accomplish God's will ; 5. To rest in God’s
Komises, assured of their fulfilment ; 6. To

faithtul to God’s covenant, that we have
reward and not chastisement ; 7. To kee};
before us the thought of Christ, David’s
greater Son .... ILLusTrRATIONS, Contrast
David’s epirit, mindful of the cavse of God,
and recognizing God’s hand, with Nebuchad-
nezzar’s saying, “Is not this great Babylon
which I have builded ?”...,Ver, 8: A'rich
man in a German city kept hanging up in a
prominent place in his mansion a pair of
wooden shoes, such as are worn by the poorest
{JED])]E. When asked why they were there
e answered, ““Those are the shoes with
which I entered this city when a poor boy,
and [ keep them there to remind me of the
mercies which God has shown me”. .. . Ver. 9:
What other king who reigned in David’s time
is now remembered ! Their very names have
perished, while his stands in honour, known
throughout the world.

References. FosTER's [LLUSTRATIONS.
Verse 2: Prose, 9611, Ver.5: Prose, 11921.
Ver. 8: Poetical, 3302, Ver. 9: Poetical,
1608, 2718. Ver. 10: Poetical, 8535, Ver.
16: Prose, 8478....FreEmaN, Ver. 10:
Use of the term “children,” 650.

BLACKBOARD.
BY J. B. PIIPPS, BSQ.

UAVID

You CAN HEL

ExpLaNaTioN.—This design is intended to
teach that as David had it in his heart to
build a house for God, so each one of us can
help to do the same, either for our own con-
gregation, or for our Church Extension
Board  We should devise liberal things for
God’s honour. His dwelling-place should be
‘“a house beautiful,” a temple worthy of him,
and a church paid for.

Primary and Intermedinte.
BY M, V. M,

Lessox THovGHT. The Heart God's Temple.
To be taught: 1. That David wanted to
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honour God. 2. That God wants the homage
of our hearts. 3. That if we honour God he
will honour us.

1. Question as to what God had done for
David. He ecalled him when a little boy.
Has God called any little boy or girl here ?
He told David what to do, guided him, kept |
him in danger. Has he done as much for |
any one here? Show a gilt crown cut from |

aper. What was David now ! Yes, a king. |

alk about his kingdom—the whole of Isme'f, |
his great power, etc. One day he sat in his
beautiful palace thinking how much ‘God |
had done,for him. He looked about at hisl
fine house, and then he thought of God’s
house. Explain this was only a tent. Then
tell his conversation with Nathan. Why did
David want to build a house for God 7~ Be-
cause God had done so much for him. Do
you want to do something for God? Why?

2. Did David always wait to ask God what
he wanted him to do? Recall the moving of
the ark, and teach that it is not our outward
works €0 much as the temper of our hearts
that God looks upon. He wants his temple
in the heart. David and Nathan both
thought of the outer temple, and did not
wait to ask God if he wanted it to be built.
In the night God spoke to Nathan, and told
him what to tell David. He did not want
David to build him a house, (the reason is
found in 1 Chron. 2, 8)) but he wanted
David’s heart to be a holy and beautiful
house in which he might dwell. Teach that
he wants our hearts for his house, just as
much as he wanted David’s heart. ~Print,
“Give me thine heart,” and show that to do
this is to build a house for God.,

3. Show a stout piece of twine. Let some
child try to break it. Teach that this is like
God’s promises, Though God would not let
David build him a house, he made very great
promises to him, Tell him what they were

|

in simple words, and explain how he is
keeping his promise that David should be
king forever. Tell that Jesus is the Son of
David, because he came in the line of that
family, and that his is a kingdom that has no
end, Show the crown ; who wears a crown
forever 1 Yes, Jesus, And who shall be
crowned with him? All who love and obey
him,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

What is David meditating upon? There
he sits in his house. What a comforting
consciousness of peace and security is his!
Moabite, Amorite, Philistine, these trouble
him not. s the king in his seclusion medi-
tating upon hie throne, his family, and the
future 7 Now let him plan wisely and make
sure of the continnance of his house. No,
he is thinking of the houee of another, He
chances to think of the tabernacle. How in-
secure and transient its hangings seem !
God’s house so frail, David’s palace so stable !
God's house a tent, David’s built of cedar !
Then may have risen before David a picture
of the house he would build for God. How
massive its foundations, what walls of goodly
stone, how fragrant the rafters of cedar, how
lustrous the decorations of gold, how costly
the sacred vessels ! This was the house that
rose out of David’s thoughts like incense ex-
haled from scme censer to the praise of God.
It is night. It is not the palace of the king,
but the home of the prophet. There in the
stillness and the shadow comes the strange
word of the Lord to the listening prophet.
Would David offer to God a house !~ Lo, for

| this house going up from David there is a

house coming down from God, the prosperity
and perpetuity of his family. = Ah, servant of
the greut King, make a palace for thy Mas-
ter ; he will cover with a roof of blessing thy
children,

B.C. 1040,]

LESSON IV.—KINDNESS T0 JONATHAN'S SON,

2 Sam.

1 And David said, Is there |
yet any that is left of the house
of Saul, that I may show a
him kindness for Jonathan's
sake?

@l Sam, 18 8; 20, 14; Prov.
27. 10,

(\D L T

2 And there was of the house of Saul a
servant, whose name b was Ziba: and when
they had called him unto David, the king said
unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy
servant is he.

b Chap. 16. 1; 19. 17.

3 And the king said, Is there not yet any of
the house of Saul, that I may show ¢ the kind-
ness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the

[July 27,

9. 113,

king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is d lame
n his feet.
¢ 18am, 20. 14.——d Chap. 4. 4,

4 And the king said unto him, Where is he?
And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in
the house of ¢ Machir, the son of Ammiel, in
Lodebar.

e Chap. 17. 27,

5 Then king David sen#, and fetched him out
of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from
Lodebar.

476 Now when a Mephibosheth, the son of
Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David,
he fell on his face, and did reverence. And
David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered,
Behold thy servant !

@ Called Merib-baal ; 1 Chron. 8, 34,
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#&7 And David said unto him, Fear f not :
for I will surely show thee kindness for Jona-
than thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all
the land of Saul thy father ; and thou shalt g
eat bread at my table continually.

f Gen. 50, 21.——g Jer. 62, 83,

8 And he bowed himself, and said, What is
'hl servant, that thou shouldest look upon such
a h dead dog as I am ?

h 18am. 24. 14; chap. 16, 9.

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant,
and said unto him, I i have given unto thy
master’s son all that pertained to Saul and to
all his house.

iChap. 16. 4 ; 10. 29 ; Isa. 82. 8.

10 Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy
servants, shall till the land for him, and thou
shult bring in the fruits, that thy master’s son
may have food to eat: but Mephibosheth thy
master’s son shall eat bread always at my table.
Now Ziba j had fifteen sons and twenty servants,

i Chap, 19, 17.

11 Then said Ziba unto the king, Accordin,
k to all that my lord the king hath commande(
his servant, so shall thy servant do. As for
Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at
my table, as one of the king’s sons.

k Chap, 16. 14 ; 19, 24-30; Prov, 12,17,

12 And Mephibosheth had a young son,
whose ! name was Micah. And all that dwelt
in the house of Ziba were servants unto Me-
phibosheth.

11 Chron. 8, 34.

13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem ;
for he did m eat continually at the king's table ;
and was lame on both his feet.

m Chap, 19. 83, 36; 2 Kings 26.20; Jer. 52, 83, 34

GENERAL STATEMENT,

We turn back for a moment to that scene b
the stone Ezel, where David watched witx
beating heart while Jonathan shot the arrows
of warning, and where the everlasting cove-
nant was made between the two friends. We
glance at the desolate crown of Mount Gilboa,
where beneath the moon the dead body of
Jonathan lies, covered with honourable wounds.
There is a sudden cry of alarm in Saul’s palace
at Gibeah, and the nurse catches up the sleep-
ing child of Prince Jonathan to save it from
the murderous Philistines. She falls with the
little one in her arms, and through life the bent
limbs of Mephibosheth remind every one who
meets him of that day, the darkest yet in
Israel’s history. For fifteen years the child of
Jonathan lies hidden in the house of Machir,
among the mountains of the Eastern table-land.
His 1 and helpl dition forbid him
from assuming the fneml-hip of the house of
Saul, and there is danger lest in the turmoils
of revolution his life may be lost. But now
the throne of David stands secure, his sceptre
is supreme over the tribes, and there is a lull
in the wars of the nations around. The secret
of Mephibosheth’s existence has been keﬁt
carefully, for fear lest David may follow the
custom of almost all Oriental kings, and sla;

the lame youth who might one day become his
rival. At last David learns that there is yet a
son of Jonathan living. He sends for the

manager of Saul's estates, now a part of the
royal domain, and finds out his hmng-plwo.

ith terror the youth limps into the royal
presence, and falls upon his face. It is a pic-
ture of destiny : the last scion of the once
royal Saul, now a suppliant before that David
whom Saul once hunted ! The gracious look
that shone on the king's face, and his tender
greeting, dispelled all fear. Mephibosheth
rose an adopted son of David, no more to hide
in the wilderness, but to dwell in a palace, to
enjoy a princely revenue, and to sit down at
the place of honour at the royal table. To
the end of his days he cherished a grateful
love of his benefactor, remained loyal, though
sadly wronged, through the rebellion of Absa-
lom, and left a son through whom the house of
Saul, almost extinct, blossomed anew in Israel.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 1. And David said. This must
have been about seven years after David’s ac-
cession to the throne over all Israel, for Mephi-
bosheth was five years old at the death of Saul,
and he was now not less than twenty. Is
there yet any ? Literally, *Is it so that
there is yet any one?” suggesting that David
had made inquiry, and just received knowledge.
Of the house of Saul? He did not say,
‘“of the house of Jonathan” but “‘of the
house of Saul,” because for the sake of his
friend’s memory, he was willing to forget his
bitterest foe’s persecution. (1) Follow David’s
example in_generous and full forgiveness of
enemies. For Jonathan's sake. Jona-
than, the son of Saul, had shown a chivalrous
love for David, sacrificing his father’s regard
and his own interests in order to save ﬁim,
willing even to renounce his right to the throne
in his favour. (2) See how generosity is re-
warded, even long after it is shown.

2. Of the house of Saul. Not a de-
scendant of his family, but a member of his
household. A gervant. He had been a
slave, but had gained his freedom ; as slavery
among the Israelites was very mild, and oppor-
tunities for liberty were easy. The slave was
treated ds one of the family, and often married
into it. Ziba. Probably he had been the
factor or manager of Saul's estates, and ob-
tained possession of them during the confu-
sion of public affairs after Saul's death, when
the tribes were broken into the kingdoms of
David and of Ishbosheth,

8. The king said. He inquired of Ziba
as one most likely to know concerning Saul's
family. The kindness of God. An ex-
pression capable of, and perhaps combining,
several ings : (1) Such a kind as David
had exreriancaﬁ from God ; (2) A kindiiess for
the sake of God, before whom the vow had

been made with Jonathan (1 Sam. 20.42) ; (3)
Some take it to be merely a superlative, ** very
gfeu.t kindness ;" as the words ‘‘a mountain of
God ™ meant *‘a high mountain,” etc. Jona~
than hath yet a son. Jonathan had been
slain with his father on Mount Gilboa, but his
young child had been saved from the pursuit of
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the Philistines. L.ame on his feet. When
news came of the slaughter on Mount Gilboa,
and the coming of the Philistines, the nurse of
the child Mephibosheth, then five years old,
caught him up to flee, but let him fall, so that
his 590& were badly injured. He had taken no

This was the hi%l('mt mark of honour in Orien-
tal kingdoms (1 Kings 2. 7). One less generous
than David would have hesitated from keepin,

in public notice one who might become a rival
to the throne, as he was the heir to the house
of S‘?:ll. (7) See in David’s conduct a generous

in man and a strong trust in the

}mrt in the disputes g the

rom his youth, his helpless condition, his

weakness o{ character, and the fact that in the

East the younger son of a monarch takes pre-
d r the son of ad 1 heir-apparent,

50 that his uncle Ishbosheth had been placed

upon the throne by Abner.

4. Machir. This was a nobleman of the
tribe of Manasseh, who possessed wealth and
position. We find that years after this, he en-
tertained David in his flight from Absalom
(2 Sam 17.27) ; an evidence of his generosity,
and also showing that while kind to the fallen
house of Saul, he was still loyal to David. (3)
Notice once more, that kindness and mercy are
never thrown away, but return in blessings,
David himself was aided by the same hands
that had aided the son of Jonathan. In Lo-
debar. On the east of Jordan, and near
Mahanaim, but as yet unknown as to its loca-
tion. Here Mephibosheth had been kept in

lusion, his very exist robably remain-
ing a secret, lest the knowledge, in those un-
settled times, might bring harm to his enter-
tainers. It is not remarkable that fifteen years

d before David learned that the son of
is friend was still living.

56, 6. King David sent. The royal
command for Mephibosheth to appear at Jeru-
salem was doubtless received with grave
anxiety, for it was usual in Oriental countries
for a new king to put to death all the family of
a rival house ; and such kindness as David
showed was rare, if not absolutely unknown.
Come unto David. The mention of Meph-
ibosheth’s ancestry serves to bring out the con-
trast between the broken fortunes of Saul's
house and the triumph of David ; the one in
the dust, the other on the throne. (4) See how

i is human great when the grand-
son of a iing is thnlﬁmmbled ! Fell on his
face. Probably he was uncertain as to David’s
purpose, and in fear of his life. (5) How often
we see trouble in what the King of heaven in-
tends for a blessing !

7. Fear not. David sees the helpless
oung man, not his lameness, but only the
{oolu of his father Jonathan. I will surely
show thee kindness. Words which allay
his fears and assure him of favour. (6) So our
King meets us with grace when we obey His
call. Restore thee all the land of
Saul, Theancestral possessions of Saul were
Gibeah, in the tribe of Benjamin, where his
father had been a wealthy farmer. They had
perhaps been held by Ziba, as the for

promise of God.

8. He bowed himself. The misfortunes
of Mephibosheth had humbled him, and per-
haps made his character somewhat weak and
lacking in manliness of manner. A dead
dog. The ownerless dogs of an oriental city,
cowardly and vile, are natural illustrations of
contempt ; and ‘‘a dead dog” is the deepest
depth of degradation. (8) Those who humble
themselves are exalted.

9. I have given. In most Oriental king-
doms the monarch is regarded as supreme
owner of all the property of his subjects, and
takes and bestows property at his will ; but in
Israel not even the king could take an inherit-
ance out of a family line. Thy master's

Mankitoat o8 1

son. P Saul's gi , here
named as his son. All that pertained to
Saul, Of whom Mephibosheth was now the

nearest surviving representative,

10. Till the land for him. Ziba was
to continue in charge of the property, receiving
one-half of its proﬁuce and paying the other
half to his master. Food to eat. That is,
a support for himself and his establish
suited to his princely rank. Fifteen sons.
It is probable that Ziba had more than one
wife, showing that the sometime slave had now
risen to wealth and social position. Twenty
servants. All of whom*ould now become
the servants of Mephibosheth. Ziba was a
crafty man, watching for his own interests ; as
he showed afterward by bringing a false accu-
sation against his master during the rebellion
of Absalom. (2 Sam 16. 1-4; 19. 25-30.)

11, 12. Then said Ziba. Ziba sub-
mitted to the royal command, though doubt-
less with inward unwillingness at being re-
manded from the position of a proprietor back
to that of a servant. As for Mephibosh-
eth. The scholars say that this clause should
read, ‘8o Mephibosheth did eat at David’s
table, as one of the king's sons.” A young
gon . ., . Micah. Through whom the house
of Saul was perpetuated and greatly increased,
and continued down to the captivity.

138. Dwelt in Jerusalem. He remained
loyal to David through all the temptations of
Absalem’s rebellion, though greatly belied by
his servant, who with Oriental cunning man-
aged to rob him of half his estate. Was
lame, Repeated to make David's generosity
more noticeable, and because a later event in
history turned upon his lameness. Some com-

the family, and were under the control of the
king. \‘a; are to remember that farm-lands in

Israel were inalienable, and if sold out of the
family, reverted to its descendants at the Year
of Jubilee.

Eat bread at my table.

make Mephibosheth a type of Israel,
lame and helpless ; but recovering its privileges
when bowing before the True David, Jesus
Christ ; and sought out and honoured for the
sake of a covenant with its father, the beloved
of the King. !
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GOLDEN TEXT,

Thine own friend, and thy father's friend,
forsake mot.—Prov. 27. 1.

OUTLINE,
1. A King's Question, v, 1.
2, A Servant's Answer, v. 2.5,
3. A Son's Inheritance, v. 613,

LESSON NYDMNS,
No. 4, 8. S. Hymnal,
Come, Christian children, come, and raise.

No. 452, Methodist Hymn-Book.
Jesus, my Saviour, Brother, Friend,
On whom I cast my every care,
On whom for all things I depend,
Inspire, and then accept my prayer,

If I have tasted of thy grace,

The grace that sure salvation brings,
If with me now thy Spirit stays,

And, hovering, hides me in his wings,

Still let him with my weakness stay,
Nor for a moment’s space depart,
Evil and danger turn away,
And keep till he renews my heart.

When to the right or left T stray,
His voice behind me may I hear,

““ Return, and walk in Christ thy way ;
Fly back to Christ ; for sin is near.”

No. 256, 8. S. Hymnal, i
He leadeth me ! oh ! blessed thought,
TiMe.—B. C. 1040,

Pu\cm.—Jemu‘em and Lodebar, a town
east of the Jordun,

CoNNECTING LiNk.—Subjugation of Israel’s

enemies. 2 Sam. 8. 1-18,

EXPLANATIONS, —Any that is left—Nearly all
of Saul's family were slain in the battle of
Mount Gilboa.” For Jonathan's sake—On ac-
count of the love which David felt for Jona-
than. 7he kindness of God—A kindness and
mercy like that of God to man. Lame on his
feet—While a child he had been dropped by his
nurse and injured. Lodebar—An unknown
glnce east of the Jordan. Fell on his face—

erhaps afraid that he might be put to death,
a8 Oriental kings often kill the family of those
who reigned before them. 7'%he lani of Saul—
Saul’s home was at Gibeah, in Benjamin, 4
dead dog—An utterance of the deepest humi-
lity. 7%l the land Jor him—Pay to him all
that was obtained by the land. Food to eat—
For the exi)enul of his family and household.
At my table—This was the highest honour that
a king could give. Dwelt in Jerusalem—He
remained faithful to David in all the troubles
that came afterward.

HOME READINGS.
M. Kindne;a to Jonathan's son. 2 Sam, 9.
1-1

Tu. Jonnt'hu.r.n'l kindness to David. 1 Sam.
19. 1-8

W. Jomth.un-ll-ain. 1 Sam. 31, 1-10.

Th. David mourns for Jonathan, 2 Sam, 1.
727

1 .
F. Kindness enjoined. Col. 3. 1-14,
S. The law of giving, Luke 6. 27-38,
8. The gain of godliness. Psa. 112, 1-10,

QUENTIONS FOR HOME sTUDY,

1. A King's Question,v. 1. Whom did
David want to benefit? For whose sake:
What service had Jonathan rendered ? 1 Sam.
19. 1-3.  What had Jonathan asked of David?
1 Sam, 20, 14, 15. What is the least return
for service rendered ? W hat does the wise man
say of friendship? Prov. 17. 17. What is the
highest mark of human frienduhi}x.‘ John 15,
13. What is the highest token of God’s love ?
John 3. 16.

2. A Servant’s Answer, v. 2.5. What
servant of Saul was still living? Before whom
was he brought? What question was asked
him? What answer was given? How was
this son made lame? 2 Sam. 4. 4. Where
was he now living ?

3. A Son's Inheritance, v. 6-13. What
was the name of Jonathan's son? What
homage did he give to David? What kindness
did David promise him? For whom besides
Mephibosheth was provision made? What
charge did David lay upon Ziba? How many
Beno(in were benefited by this one act of

avid ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,

Where in this lesson are we shown—

1. The strength of true friendship?
2. The lasting power of a good deed ?
3. That kind deeds are never lost ?

Tue LessoN Carecrism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. For whom did David inquire ?
Any of the house of Saul. 2. For what reason
did he inquire? That he might show him
kindness. 3. Whom did he fin remaining of
the house of Saul? A servant, Ziba, and
Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, 4. Where had
Mephibosheth been dwelling? In the house of
Machir of Lodebar. 5. What did David say
to Mephibosheth? *“Thou shalt eat bread at
my table.”

DoCTRINAL SUGGESTION, —The loving-kind-
ness of God.,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. A King’s Question, v.1. What
was the question, and by whom asked? Wh
did David ask it? Why had he not asked it
before? Of what covenant was he now mind-
ful ? 1 Sam. 20. 42,

2. A Servant's Answer, v. 2.5. Who
was the servant? What kindness did God
propose to show in ver. 37 What did the ser-
vant answer ? W ho was this son, and how had
he become lame ? 2 Sam, 4. 4. Where was he
at this time? Why was he kept in retirement ?

3. A Son's Inheritance, v. 6-13. What
was Mephibosheth's conduct towards David ?
What was David’s promise to him? Hew did
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he show him s}ucial honour? What was
Mephibosheth’s after-history : 2 Sam. 16. 3, 4;

19. 24.30. How was David herein a type of
Christ ?
PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,
How does this lesson illustrate—
1. The power of friendship ?

2. An example of generosity ?
3. Our privilege in Christ ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What did David wish to find out? Whether
any one belonging to the house of Saul was
still living. Who was found that belonged to
Saul’s household ! Ziba, a servant. What did
David do? He sent for Ziba. What did Ziba
tell the king ? That one of Jonathan’s sons was
alive. Where was he ? In the house of Machir,
in Lo-debar. Where was Lo-debar? On the
eastern side of Jordan. What was Jonathan’s
son’s name? Mephibosheth. What did Me-

hibosheth do when he came into the presence of

avid ? He fell on his face before him. What
did David say? *“Fear not; for I will show
thee kindness for Jonathan’s sake.” Who was
Jonathan? David’s dearest friend. What did
David restore to Mephibosheth? All the land
that once belonged to Saul. What honour did
he bestow upon. him? He gave him a place at
his table as one of the king's sons. Whom
did he place as steward over his land? Ziba.
How many sons and servants had Ziba to help
him ? Fifteen sons and twenty servants. How
was Mephibosheth afflicted ? " He was lame on
both feet. What was the name of Mephibosh-
eth’s little son? Micah.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,
A true friend—
Will remember us when we are in trouble.

Will honour us and delight to serve us,
Will be loving and unselfish.

““ Let us love one another,”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
“The Kindness of God.”
I. A COoVENANT KINDNESS.
Kindness for Jonathan’s sake. v. 1.

“ We have sworn both of us.” 1 Sam.
20. 42.

“God....not....forget the covenant.”
Deut. 4. 31.

I1. A FORGIVING KINDNESS.
Any of the house of Saul. v, 3.
“Rewarded me good .... thee evil.”
1 Sam. 24. 17.
“The Lord. . .forgiving iniquity.” Exod.
34.6,7.
III. A Gracious KINDNESS.
And David said, Mephibosheth. v. 6,
“ By grace are ye saved.” Eph, 2.8,

“Not according to our works.” 2. Tim.
L9

IV. AN ENRICHING KINDNESS,
Restore thee all the land. v. 7.
“That ye. . ..might be rich.” 2.Cor.8.9.
“The unsearchable riches of Christ.”
Eph. 3. 8.
V. AN ADAPTING KINDNESS.
As one of the king’s sons. v. 11,
“Power to become....sons of God.”
John 1. 12.
“Children of God by faith.” Gal. 3. 26.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Lessons from Mephibosheth,

1. The righteousness and kindness of
godly parents often raise up unexpected
friends, and brings unmerited blessings on
their children. v. 1.

2. True nobility is shown by generous
treatment of a fallen foe and his family. v. 1.

3. The highest mercy of man is only an
image of the greater kindness of God. v. 3.

4. True nobility seeks to bless others,
without regard to possibilities of ingratitxde
and danger as a result. David’s kindness
to Saul’s grandson might have raised up a
rival to the throne. v. 7.

5. God’s mercies, like David’s, are often
greater than our fears ; for when we expect
danger we often find blessing. v. 6, 7.

6. He who is conscious of his own un-
worthiness, and gratefully accepts the favor
of the King, is lilted up into a goodly fellow-
ship. v. 10.

CATECHISY QUESTION.

5. How many Persons are there in the
Godhead ?

In the Godhead there are Three Persons, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and
these Three are one God.

Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost.—Matthew 28, 19,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

THERE is a curious Russian fable which
relates how that all the virtues were once
invited to an entertainment. In the course
of the evening the host noticed two beautiful
ladies who appeared to be unacquainted one
with the other. He accordingly introduced
them thus : “ Benevolence — Gratitude ;
Gratitude—Benevolence.” They were de-'
lighted to make one another’s acquaintance,
having never met before. The satire con-
tained in this fable is striking, but not of
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universal application. Earthly benevolence
has met with gratitude, although too rarely.
There is a fine instance of it in the passage
for to-day, from which we may learn more
than one valuable lesson.

Look at Davia's treatment of Mephibosheth.
Here is a poor, feeble, lame man brought
into the king’s presence. There is neither
manly beauty nor manly spirit about him.
He does not look as though he would make
an ornament to the court. Yet the king has
taken the trouble to have him inquirc:dg for,
sought out, and brought to the royal city
from the farther side of Jordan, that he may
show him favor. Has David received any
service from him? None whatever. He
has never seen Mephibosheth before, nor
did he know till the other day that he was
in existence. Yet a handsome estate, with
servants to cultivate it, is made over to him
at once, and he himself taken into the king’s
house, and treated as one of his own sons.
Does not this look like benevolence? But
we should mistake if we called it by that
name, Its proper name is gratitude.

Look at the reason of the treatment. “For
Jonathan thy father’s sake.” Once Jonathan
was the prince and David but the servant.
Then Jonathan had loved him, chosen him
for his friend, stripped himself of his own
armour to put upon him, taken up his cause
and braved his father’s displeasure for him,
met him in the time of trouble with comfort
and encouragement, and cheered him with
unselfish, unchanging love. “ Thy love to
me,” says David, “ was wonderful | ”

Had David repaid all this? He had
loved Jonathan truly, but now that he was
king over all Israel and would gladly have
lavished every favour and every honour upon
his faithful friend, Jonathan was gone. And
David sa¢ on his royal throne, longing to do
something toward paying that debt of love,
which he would always owe.

Now that the son of Jonathan was found,
nothing was too much to do for him, He
was utterly unlike his brave, noble father.
And he was the grandson of Saul, David’s
cruel enemy, and the nephew of Ishbosheth,
who had for six years kept him out of half
his kingdom. %robably, too, if Mephibo-
sheth has been a warrior, instead of a sickly,
lame man, he might have been set up in
some quarter as a rival to David. But all
this made no difference. The kindness
shown him was not for his own, but “ for
Jonathan’s sake.”

Are there any [the teacher may ask] in
this class that owe such a debt as David?

‘Any who would willingly pay it as he did?
There are parents, there are friends, whose
love and care we now never finish paying
for. But that is for their own sake, while

the kindness David showed was for the sake
of another.

There is a Friend, of whose love Jona-
than’s was a faint type, who has given his
life for us ; One “above all others.” How
shall we slr our debt of love to him?
David had loved Jonathan with all his
heart, but he longed for some other way of
showing his gratitude. And Jonathan was
gone. He needed no earthly dwelling, no
earthly comforts more. So with our Friend.
Our Lord Jesus Christ is gone back to
heaven, to the right hand of God. We can-
not “minister to him,” like the women of
old, nor bring him precious ointment like
Mary. John 12. 3-8.  But he has left others
behind in his place. To his disciples he
said : “Me ye have not always;” “the
poor have ye always.” And thoroughly did
they understand this. See Acts 4. 35; 6.1;
9. 36; 11. 29, etc. The one charge given
by Peter, James, and John to their brother
apostle was that he should “remember the
poor.” Gal. 2. 10, '

But almsgiving is not enough. David did
not give Mephibosheth a sum of money and
send him away. That would never have
satisfied the {oving heart of Jonathan’s
friend. And that would be a poor way of
showing love to the Lord Jesus. There is
that old, infirm woman, so dull and tiresome ;
that sick boy, so fidgety; that miserable
child, so dirty ; nothing in them to delight
our eyes. DBut of such the Loid says : “[n-
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these, ye have done it unto me.”
Love to him will seek them out, and show
them kindness for Jesus’ sake.

For the story of Mephibosheth will teach
us something nore. If Jonathan’s love to
David is a type of Christ’s love to his re-
deemed, so is David’s kindness toward
Mephibosheth a picture of God’s kindness
to sinners. He seeks. them out, calls them
to him, welcomes them, gives them a royal
estate, a place in his family, food from his
table. And this he does for Jesus’ sake,
because Jesus did for them. If we receive
such mercy for Jesus’ sake, what shall we do
for his sake ?

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Relate the story of Jonathan and the
arrows, 1 Sam. 20, showing the love of
David and Jonathan....A brief account of
Jonathan’s "death. ... Mephibosheth — his
early affliction, concealment, and life for
fifteen years....Why did not David sooner
seek out Jonathan's son?. ... David’s search

lor him. .. .Ziba, his antecedents and pres-
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ent position. . . . The meeting between David
and Mephibosheth....Why was the lame
youth afraid to meet David?. ...How David
met him and showed kindness. . .. Why was
this especially generous and noble in David?
....A word-picture of Mephibosheth at
David’s table. . . .After-history of Mephibo-
sheth. (See 2 Sam. 16. 1-4; 19. 24:30.)....
Moral application : David’s conduct as an
example. . .. Spiritual application : David’s
conduct as illustrating “the kindness of
God” to us in salvation. (See Analytical
and Biblical Outline.)....[LLUSTRATIONS.
Kindness has its reward. Andrew Jackson,
while President, was once urged to remove
a man from an office to which he had
appointed him, and answered, “No, when I
was a poor boy he gave me a dollar to help
me along, and now I shall stand by him.”
Not the right view as President, but true
friendship. ... The family of Horace Greeley
now live upon money returned with interest
after long years, as the result of a generous
act of Mr. Greeley, which was then con-
sidered by his friends as * throwing away
his money.”..... “David can see neither
Saul’s blood nor lame legs in Mephibosheth
while he sees in him the features of his
friend Jonathan; how much less shall the
God of mercies regard our infirmites, or the
corrupt blood of our sinful progenitors, while
he beholds us in the face of his Son, in
whom he is well pleased ! "— Bishop Hall,

References. F0STER'S ILLUSTRATIONS.
Ver. 1 : Prose, 3466, 3469. Ver. 2: Prose,
2400. Ver. 7: Prose, 9217, 10090. Ver. 8:
Poetical, 2026, 8888.

Blackboard,

BY J. B. PHIPPS, N8Q.

AJEWELIN THE HEART,

g

This is a lesson on true friendship, and by
it we are shown the strength and loving-
kindness of a friendship that forgets not a
brother in adversity. It is a jewel in the
heart—precious, pure, rare, and bright.
True friendship is Christ-hke ; it is con-
stant and generous. Who is your truest,

i N

best friend? Who is it that never fails ; is
ever near, and is full of loving-kindness ?

THERE IS A FRIEND THAT
COMFORTS.
HAS ABUNDANCE.
JREMEMBERS,
IS EVER NEAR.
SSTICKETH CLOSER THAN A BROTHER.
T"URNS NONE AWAY.

No earthly friend loves you so well. Will
you not turn to him?

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V., M.

LESSON THOUGHT. Love is of God.

REVIEW. Recall David’s desire to do
something for God. What did he want to
do? What did God tell him to do? Make
clear that God turned his eyes from the
outside to the inside. That is what he wants
to do for us.

I. Make a table of the law on the board.
Ask for the first commandment. Print in
part or whole : What does Jesus say is the
second great commandment?  Print this
also : How did David want to show his love
to God? By building him a house. God
said, No. Then David began to look into
his heart, and to listen to God’s voice there.
It told him to love folks. God does not
always want us to be doing some great work
for him which people can look at and ad-
mire, but he always wants us to love folks.
Once a teacher said to her class, “How can
we best help our friends ?” « By justloving
them,” answered a little girl.

2. Who was Jonathan? Recall the story
of the great love between David and Jona-
than, Now David’s heart turned toward his
old friend, and he asked if any one was left
to whom he could show kindness for Jona-
than’s sake. Tell the story of the little son
of Jonathan who was made lame by a fall
when but five years old. Now he was a
young man. He had been hidden in a
country beyond the Jordan all the time since
his “ather’s death, and so David knew noth-
ing about him, Tell the story of David’s
kindness, and ask which of these two com-
mandments David kept in caring for Jona-
than’s son. Show a branch from a rose-tree
bearing leaves, buds, and a full-blown rose.
Show that the love to God is like the branch,
without which there could be no leaves,
buds, or roses. Tell some simple story to
illustrate this thought.

3. Who is a greater King than David?
Yes, Jesus. Who shows a greater kindness
to us than David did to Mephibosheth ?
What did David give to him? What does
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Jesus give to us? What honour did David
show to him? What honour does Jesus show
to us? What led David to be so kind?
Love. Jesus does all these things for us
because he is Love itself. Let children tell
how much more Jesus has done for us than
David could possibly do for any one.

Lesson Word-Pictures

King David is sunk in thought, sunk
deeply. His thoughts are travelling back
over the shadowy path of the shadowy years,
He is recalling his love for Jonathan. He
is thinking of the days when they went into
the hunt together, when side by side they
rushed into battle with shields almost touch-
ing, when together they came marching
home to Jerusalem, all the people applaud-
ing their valour. He is recalling that hour
when “Jonathan and David made a coven.
ant, because he loved him as his own soul,”
when Jonathan pressed upon him his very
garments, his sword, his bow, his girdle.
David sees once more that lonely field also,
where Jonathan shot his arrows of warning,
when they met to kiss and weep over one
another. And then David sees those cold,
stiff bodies in Mount Gilboa, the night
weeping its tears of sorrow and the stars
lighting their pitying tapers to watch above
the dead Jonathan, his father and his bro-
thers. Is there not some one of Saul's
house that for Jonathan’s sake David can
befriend? Yes, there is a person, and a son
of Jonathan himself. Poor Mephibosheth !
He hobbles about so pitifully on those lame
feet. If he could only be of service! But
what can he do? OQutside of the home
where he may have been received in charity,
who at a distance remembers this grandson
of a king? Is there no one to think of him
and befriend him! How forgotten this
cripple and his father’s house ! _fust now he
may be burdened with this sense of neglect.
Hark ! some one is calling! « Me-phib-o-
sheth ! Me-phib-o-sheth !” Ah, there is
the man who is calling! “The king wants
you, Mephibosheth !” The king, David?
There must be some mistake, N. 0, Mephib-
osheth, Jonathan’s son, is wanted. He can-
not believe it. Wanted for what? *Such
a dead dog as I am !” is he saying? Off he
hobbles. ~ He reaches the king’s palace.
“W aat is that deformity hobbling this way ?”

osheth alone who is seen by the king, re-
ceived and honoured. It is Jonathan whom
he beholds, and the old fiiend comes that
day to the king’s table, and Friendship sits
crowned before the guests,

SUMMER SERIES

PLEASANT HOURS
HOME & SCHOOL.

Schools opening in the Spring will find the
Summer Series of these papers superior in inter-
est to anything ever produced in Canada. An
attractive feature will be a series of SPECIAL
NUMBERS—not EXTRA numbers, but in the
regular series—each devoted to some special

object.
PLEASANT HOURS
Will have the following Special Series :

METHODIST CENTENNIAL NUMBER,

with Ten Engravings, May 31,

U. E. LOYALIST NUMBER, June 14, with
illustrated article on Lacrosse. By Rev.

D. Lucas, M. A,

SPECIAL TEMPERANCE NUMBER, with

Cartoons from Grip, June 28,

SPECIAL MISSIONARY NUMBER.

" JAPAN "

" NORTH-WEST

" WHITTIER "

" WYCLIFFE "
Commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the
death of the Great Reformer, and other special

numbers,

HOME AND SCHOOL

Will also have a Series of Special Numbers, as
follows :

A MJETHODIST CENTENNIAL NUMBER,
une 7. 1

A TORONTO SEMI-CENTENNIAL NUM-
BER, June 21.

SPECIAL NUMBERS in commemoration of
METHODIST UNION, and METHODIST
MISSIONS in MANY LANDS,

SPECIAL TYNDALE NUMBER, commemo-
rating the 400th Anniversary of the Mar-
tyrdom of Tyndale, and other Special
}{ bers, including Portraits and Sketches

some courtier may be uying. “He c g
into the king’s palace?” Does Mephibo-

sheth see his sneer? Does he cry, “I'll go
round by the back door —I may be of ser-
vice in the kitchen—I will sit among the
lowest—such a dead dog!” No, let him
come into the presence of the king. Let
him sit at the royal table. Let him take his
place among the princes. It is not Mephib-

of the Leading Men of the United Metho-
dism of Canada.

Price, post-free, $1.00 per 100,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 & 80 Kine Streer East, ToroNTO.
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Rosust Heary

Is not always enjoyed by those who seem
to possess it. The faint of corrupted
blood may be secretly undermining the
constitution, In time, the poison will cer-
tainly show its effect and withallthe more
virulence the longer it has been allowed
to permeate the em. Each pimple, sty
boil, skin disor and sense of unnatural
lassitude, op languoi, is one of Nature's
warnings of the consequences of neglect,

Ayer's Sarsaparilla

Is the only remedy that can be relied upon,
in all eases, to eradicate the taint of hered-
itary disease and the special corruptions
of the blood, It is the ouly alterative
that is sufliciently powerful to thoroughly
cleanse the system of Scrofulous an
Mercurial impurities and the pollution
of Contagious Diseases, It also neu-
tralizes the poisons left by Diphtheria
and Scarlet Fever, and enables rapid
recuperation from the enfeeblement and
debility caused by these diseases,

Myriads of Cures

Achieved by AYER's SARSAPARILLA, in
the past forty years, are uttested, and there
is no blood disease, ut all possible of cure,
that will not yield to it.. Whatever the
ailments of this class,and wherever found,
from the scurvy of the Aretic eirele to the
“veldt-sores” of South Africa, this reme
edy has afforded health to the sufferers
by whom it was employed. Druggists
everywhere can cite numerous cases, with-
in their personal knowledge, of remark-
able cures wrought by it, where all other
treatment had been unavailing, People
will do well to

Trust Nothing Else

than AYRR'S SARSAPARILLA. Numerous
crude mixtures arc offered to the publie
a8 “blood purifiers,” which ouly allure
the patient with the pretense of many
cheap doses, and with which it is folly to
experiment while disease is ﬁtngullly be-
coming more deep-seated and difficult of
cure. Some of these mixtures do much
lasting harm. Bear in mind that the only
medicine that can radically purify the
vitiated blood is

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla,
PREPARED BY
Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,
Sold by ali d sts ; ‘grlce 81,

six bottles for

ADVERTISEMENTS,

APrettyWoman's Secref.

ear of discovery, when she resorts to
false hair and dyes, is g source of con-
stant anxiety to her. The very persons
from whom ‘she most desires to hide the
wining of her charms are the ones most
likely to make the discovery, But there
is no reason why she should not regain
and retain all the beauty of hair that wias
her |zr|1}c in youth, Let her use Aver's
HAIR V IGOR, and, not only will her hair
cease to fall out, but a new growth will
appear where the scalp has been denuded;
and locks that are turning gray, or have
actually grown White, will return to their
pristine freshness and brilliance of color,
AYER'S HAIR ViGor cures

Hereditary Baldness.

GEORGE MAYER, Flatonia, Texaswas
bald at 23 years of age, ns his ancestors
had been for severa] generations,  One
bottle of HaIr Vicon started a growth of
soft, downy hair all over his scalp, which
soon became thick, long, and vigorous,

Ayer’s Hair Vigor

is not a dye, but, by healthful stimulation
of the roots and color glands, speedily
restores to its original color bhair that s

X Turning Cray.

MRS, CATHERINE DEAMER, Point of
Rocks, Md., had her huir suddenly
blanched by fright, during the late civil
war.  AYER'S Hair Vigor restored it
to its natural color, and made ft softer,
ﬁlosslnr. and more abundant than it bad

cen before,

Scalp Diseases
Which cause dryness, brittleness, and fall.
ing of the hair, dandruft, itching, and
annoying sores, are gl quickly cured by
AYER'S HAIR VIGOR, It cured HERBERT
Boyp, Minneapolis, Minn., of intoler-
able Itching of the Scalp; J. N. Can-
TER, JR., Occoquan, Va., of Scald
Head: Mgs. D, V, 8, LOVELACE, Love-
laceville, Ky., of Tetter Sores; Miss
Bessie H. BepLor, Burlin ton, Vt., of
Scalp Disease and Dandruff, Tor.
pidity of the roots of the hair, which, it
neglected, may result in incurable bald-
ness, i3 readily cured by AYER'S Hair
ViGor. As

A Toilet Luxury
AYPR'S HamR VIGOR has no equal, Tt
Is colorless, cleanly, delightfu per~

fumed, and has the effect of makfng the
bair soft, pliant, and glossy.

Ayer’s Hair Vigoy,
PREPARED BY "
Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,
Sold by all Druggists,
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Our Latest Publications.

The Methodist Pulpit.

A" Collection of Original Sermons from living
Ministers of the United Methodist Church
in Canada.

WITH INTRODUCTION.
Rev. S. G. PHILLIPS, M.A,, Editor.
12mo, cloth, 178 pages ; Price $1.25.

Ammunition for the “ Scott Act” Campaign.
THE OLD VICE

AND THE
NEW CHIVALRY.
T:Byil. TEMPLETON-ARMSTRONG,
12mo, cloth, 178 pages, Illustrated.
PRICE - 75 Cts.

THE THEOLOGICAL UNION

Lecture and Sermon
FOR 1884.
Being the Seventh Annual Lecture and Sermon
| iSbefore the Theolo, (:']clzlggnion of Victoria

Lecture : * ETERNAL PUNISHMENT,”
By REV. W. I. SHAW, M.A,, LL.B.

Sermon : “ THE COMING ONE,”
By REV. WM. PARKER, M.A.

PRICE, Paper, - - 20 Cents,

Golden Wedding Dap

SEMI-CENTENNIAL PULPIT AND PEW.
By REV. ISAAC TOVELL.

A popularly written Poem, giving the names and some
characteristic features of all the ministers who have been
identified as pastors with the Richmond Street Methodist
Church, during the fifty years of its History. The names
of several prominent laymen of the past, and some dis-
tinguished ministers, as visitors, are also woven into tx
narrative, The work contains 48 pages; is bound
heavy paper, chastely tinfed and elegantly lettered ; on
the first page is & very excellent engraving of this old his-
toric church. The type is clear and bold.

PRICE, 26 CENTS.

Prize Essay on Missions.

The Heathen World ;

ITS NEED OF THE GOSPEL AND THE
CHURCH'S OBLIGATION TO
SUPPLY IT.

By REV. GEORGE PATTERSON, D.D.
Price, 12mo, cloth, 293 pages, 70 cts.

Deeply impressed with the condition of the Heathen
World, of its need of the Gospel, and of the obligation of
the Church of Christ to -uppl‘y that need, a gentleman
offered a prize of 100 guineas for the best Essay on this
important subject. The competition was open to the
Dominion of Canadaand the Island of Newfounaland.

The following were the adjudicators : —

Rev. Wa. Cavax, D.D., Principal of Knox College,

Rev. J. H. Castir, D.D., President of Baptist Theo-
logical Coll:ge,

v, SEPTIMUS JONES, M.A,, Professor, Wycliffe College,

luv.h Henky D. Powis, Pastor Zion Congregational
Church.

Rev, W. H, Wirnrow, D.D., Editor Canadian Methodist
Magazine.

THE MACEDONIAN CRY ;

)
A Voice from the Lands of Brahma and Bud-

dha, Africa, and Isles of the Sea, and
A PLEA FOR MISSIONS.

By REV. JOHN LATHERN, D.D.
The Toronto Mail says :— ““ The style of Mr, Lathern is
a vigorous readable style, a practical sty'e, and enpecllll{‘:

good pulpit or platform style ; and no one who begins t|
volume will drop it because it is too dry.”

Price, 12mo, Cloth, 280 pp.. 70 Cents.

NEW DISCIPLINE.

THE ;
DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE

OF THE
METHODIST CHURCH, 1884.

EDITED BY

Rev. JOHN A. WILLIAMS, D.D.

By order of the Conference.
PRICE: Cloth, net, 60 Cts.; French Morocco, net, $1.00.

Journal of First United General Conference

OF THE
METHODIST CHURCH, 1883.
Paper, net, 70 cents ; Cloth, net, $1.00.

IN PRESS.
THE ONE MEDIATOR;

Selections and Thoughts on the Propitiatory Sacrifice and
Intercession glmenud by the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Great High Priest; with Appended Chap-
ters on the Conditions of Salvation,

By REV. J. 8. EVANS,
0f Hamilton,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,
78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,

C. W. CoatEs, Montreal, Que.

S. F. Huesms, Halifax, N.8,




ADVERTI

SEMENTS,

New Books and New Editions.

HANDS FULL OF HONEY ;
OTHER SERMONS

PREACHED IN 1883,

By C. H. SPURGEON.

12mo, Cloth, 397 pages. $1.00,

S ,' ] i
Doomed Religions ;
A Series of Essays on the Great Religions of the
World ; with a Preliminary Essay on
PRIMORDIAL RELIGION ;
And a Supplementary Essay on
Lifeless and Corrupt Forms of Christianity,

Edited by REV, J. M, REID, D.D., LL.D.,
At whose request the Essays were prepared,

Stepping Stones to Thrift,
A GUIDE TO SUCCESS IN LIFE, FOR
GIRLS, WOMEN, BOYS AND MEN.

12mo, 247 pages, paper, - - 35 Cents,

WHY | AM A METHODIST.

A Dialogue between an Episcopalian and a
Methodist who formerly belonged to the
Church of England,

This is a trenchant and telling tract of four pages, royal
8vo, 1n reply to common Anglican objections to Method.-
ism; well adapted to counteraet the influence of High
Church proselyters, Brethren send in your orders for a
supply, and circulate it widely among young and old,

Children’s Meetings,
HOW T0O (YOANII;U(‘T THEM.

With Lessons, Outlines, Diagrams, Music, and
Helpful Suggestions,

By LUCY J. RIDER and NELLIE N, CARMEN,
Assisted by many well-known writers,

INTRODUCTION by Rev. J. H. Vincent, .,
12mo, Cloth, $1.25,

many of them expressly for blackboard dia.
graming, and all designed specially for this
work, make it one of the most attractive helps
ever issued. Twenty Ppages of choice music for
the little folks, the creme de la creme of this
class of hg'mnolugy complete this book, which
isa veritable cyclopedia of helpful hints for the
Sunday-school wors:er.

wzun’ﬂ'[ﬂuups,

12mo, Cloth, 455 pages, $1.50, ! His Orations, Speeches, Lectures, and Letters,

with a Biographical Sketch,
Compiled under direction of the great Orator

By JAMES REDPATH,

12mo, Paper, 562 PPy Price, post free, 60c. net,

This volume contains the most prominent
speeches of his anti-slavery career, together
with many later efforts,

IN THE

Teaching of the Plymouth Brethren,

By the REV. T, G. WILLIAMS,
President of the Montreal Conference,

Price olly,'l.I.B A hundred ; or 20 cts. dozen; | A four-page Tract. Prics 2 cts. each ; 20 cents
L

ngle Copy 2 cents,

per doz. ; $1.25 per bundred,

Address—  WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto,
Or—0. W, Coates, Montreal, Que.

8. F. Hugsris, Halifax, N.S,

|




OUR §. 8. PERIODICALS FOR 1884,

As a result of Methodist Union, the Sunday-school periodicals of the United Methodist
Church shall be adapted to meet, to the fullest degree, the highest requirements of every Metho-
dist school. Neither money nor labour shall be spared in making them the best, the most
attractive, and the cheapest Lesson Helps and Sunday-school Papers in the world, The last year
has been the best in their history, It is determined that the next year shall be better stil!

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER

Was never so popular and so useful as it is now, We shall adopt every possible improvement to
keep it in the very foremost rank of Lesson Helps, In order that every teacher in every school
of the Methodist Church may have the aid of this unsurpassed Teacher’s Monthly, 17s pric
WILL BE LOWERED from seventy-five to SIXTv-rIvE cents for single copies, and from sixty-five to
SIXTY cents on all copies more than one to any address, This gives the school which can take
only two or three copies an equal advantage with the school which can take a large number,
Thus FIVE CENTS A MoNTH will place in the hands of a teacher twelve times thirty-two pages—
884 pages a year—of rich, full, concise, practical Lesson Notes and Teacher’s Hints, adapted for
the several grades of the Sabbath-school, and well printed in clear type on good paper. What,
so-called, ‘“ cheap " Lesson Helps provide all that is required for all gmdeu in one volume of 384
pages for the small sum of sixty cents a year, only five cents a month ?

PLEASANT HOURS

Has nearly doubled its circulation durinﬁ the past year, and has everywhere been received with
the greatest favour, It is even being ordered from the United States and Australia, as superior
to anything that can be produced for the price in those countries, During the coming year
special prominence shall be given to Christian Missions, especially those of our Church in Snpm
and among the Indian tribes of the North-West and the Pacific Coast. Numerous illustrated
articles on these subjects, together with letters from the missionaries in *“ the high places of the
field,” will be a conspicuous attraction,

Pleasant Hours, 8pp., 4to, every fortnight, single copies. . ..$0 30

Less than twenty copies vevsan

Over SWenty Copies ..........cuurnnrnrnrnrr  oenennn 022

HOME AND SCHOOL,

Begun last January, has leaped at once to po}:uln.rity and success, having reached already a
circulation nearly as great as that of Pleasant Hours a ear ago. They are twin papers—alike
in size, in price, and in character. Issued on alternate Saturdays, they furnish a paper for every
Sunday in the year. They both abound in choice pictures, ms, stories, and sketches, in
Temperance and Missionary sentiment, in loyalty to Queen and ountry, and in wit and humour;
and both have copious Lesson Notes. Many schools circulate these papers instead of library
booku—ﬁnding them fresher, brighter, more attractive, and much cheaper,

THE SUNBEAM

Will be brighter, better, and more beautiful than ever, with a superior grade of pictures ; and
will be issued every fortnight, instead of twice a month, so that at no time will the schools be
three weeks without its shining presence, as now happens four times a year, It is just what the
little folk of the Primary Classes need—full of ictures, stories, poems, and easy Lesson Notes,
Sunbeam, every fortnight, when less shan twenty copies....$0 15
Twenty copies and upwards ........................ ... 012

THE SCHOLAR'S QUARTERLY
Has been enlarged from twenty to twenty-four pages a quarter—ninety-siz pages a year—for eight
cents ! It will give full text of the lessons for every Sunday in the (zmmr, Golden Text, H:?no
Readings, C ting Links, Outli and Questions, Brief Ex lanations, Questions from the
Methodist Catechism, Opening and Closing Exercises, The Creed, Ten Commandments, and Form
of Temperance Pledge. Price two cents a quarter, or eight cents a year. We cannot send single
numbers of this, nor less than five, as the Postage alone on & single number would be half the

subscription price,
THE BEREAN LESSON LEAVES
Contain the substance of the Scholar’s Quarterly, but not quite so fully. They will be sent in
- quantities of ten and upward, to any address, at 54 cents a year each, or $5.50 per hundred,
THE QUARTERLY REVIEW SERVICE

Gives Review Questions, Responsive Readings, ete, Very popular, By the year, 24 cents a
dozen ; $2 per 100 ; per quarter, 6 cents a dozen ; 50 cents per 180.

The above rates are all post-paid. Specimens will be sent free to any address. Send orders
sarly, that we may promptly meet the incressed demand, Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King St. Rast, Toronto.
C. W. COATES, 3 Breury STREET, MONTRBAL, Rev, 8, F. HUESTIS, Havuivax,
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

MUS IC BOOIKXK 5.
4 NEW MUSIC Boo
“JOYFUL LAYS.”
Prepared and Adapted for the Sunday-school by Rev. R, Lowry and W, Howard Doane,
Price 35 Cents Each; Per Dozen, $3.60.

“SONGS OF REDEEMING LOVE.”
EDITED BY
JNO. R. SWENEY, T. C. o, KANE, C. C. McCABE, W, J, KIRKPATRICK,
Price 35 Cents Hach, Per Dozen, $3.60,

“THE WAY OF LIFE.”
For the Sunday-School. A valuable collection of Songs, both New and Standard, carefully
Yy

selected and arranged for this work, Edited b
W. A. OGDEN.
Price 85 Cents Bach, Per Dozen, $3.60.

“PURE DELIGHT.”
A Collection of Songs and Services for Sunday-Schools. By GEO, F, ROOT
and C. C. CASE.

Price 85 Cents Hach, Per Dozen, $3.60,

“ROYAL GEMS.”
A New and Choice Collection of Sunday-School Songs, Composed, Selected, and Adapted by
JAMES R. MURRAY.
Price 35 Cents Hach, Per Dozen, $3.60.

“GEMS OF GOSPEL SONG.”
By R. E. HUDSON, E. A, HOFFMAN, and J. H, TENNEY,

For Revival, Gospel, Prayer and Praise Meetings ; for the Sabbath-School and Home Circle,
This book and * Spiritual Songs " (same price), are used by the WriTE Bros, in
Evangelistic Services,

Paper, 30 cents ; per Dozen, $3.00, Boards, 85 cents ; per Dozen, $3.60,
& Send for List of other Music Books kept in stock,

Sample Copy post-free on receipt of retail price,

THE DOMINION HYM NAL.
302 Hymns fo:irsininhy-sohool and Social ‘Worship.

MUSIC EDITION:
Bound in Board Covers, per copy . . - - - $060
" " w  per dozen S 6 00
WORDS ONLY:

Bound in Paper, 7 cents per copy ; 75 cents per dozen ; $6 per hundred,
Bound in Limp Cloth, 10 cents per copy ; §1 per dozen ; $8 per hundred.
Bound in Clot| Boards, 15 cents per copy ; $1.50 per dozen ; $12 per hundred,

43 Parties ordering, will please be careful to state whether they want the Words Only
or Music Edition of this book ; also specify the kind of Binding,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Steoet East, Toronto,

Or,—0. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES.,

&1t will be to your advantage, if you want good, sound Sunday School Library
Books, to write to us for lists, OUR LI RARIES ARE CHEAP,

THE A. L. O. E. LIBRARY.
00 Volumes 1000 .0/ voradinstosspelontors insmonst et tisssrsss Lubhasis net $28 00
PRIMARY LIBRARIES.
For Juvenile Scholars and Infant Classes.
The Pansy’s Primary Library. 80 Volumes, 18mo ............... . mnet $7 50

The Primary Economical, No, 1. 40 Volumes, 18mo. . .. ‘760

The Primary Economical. ** 2, 40 L H 28

Model, No. 4. 50 Volumes, 16mo.................. .10 00

Little People’s Picture Library. 50 Volumes, 48mo............. Censevessee “ 10 00
ECONOMICAL LIBRARIES.

No. A. 50 Volumes, 12mo net $24 50
“ B' to “ “ “ 29 m
0 40 ) ‘18 50
“ D' 50 “ “ " 24 50

No. 1. 50 Volumes, 16mo net $25 60
2. 100 = 18mo ‘25 00
"8 g0 “ “ 97 50

No. 1. 50 Volumes, 16mo
" 2‘ 60 “ “"

No. 1. 50 Volumes, 18mo
“ 40 “ “ o
“ 5 18 % 12mo ..
“" “ 10 “ “

No.
L

o

50 “

40 Large 16mo Volumes

Touth's Series. 80 Volumes................ ...
Children's Series. 20 Volumes

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARIES.

No. 1. 100 Volumes, 16mo
“" 2 lm “ “

“ 5 100 S I G TR e Ol Bl 25 00

All the above mentioned Library Books contain many illustrations, are strongly bound, and
Put up in neat boxes ready for shipping. These Libraries are giving great satisfaction wherever sold.

Be sure and send for Lists of the Books contained in these Libraries to

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto,

T,
MONTREAL BOOK ROOM, S. F. HUESTIS,
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.8.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

ECONOMICAL 8. . LIBRARY

“D.,,

FIFTY VOLUMES, 12mo.

Well vrinted on tintedv&mper, strongly bound in extra Cloth, in uniform style. Put up in a neat
ooden Case. ~ Nearly 1,200 pages, 518 Illustrations,

PRICE, $2450 NET.

This Library contains many Works by a number of prominent Authors of the day See list
below. Every volume is suited to the purpose. Instruction and Entertainment are combined ;
History and Science, as well as Religious Kiction, are well represented.

AF Fifty Catalogues supplied with each set.

CATALOGUERE:

Alaska and Missions on the North Pacific Coast, | Kate and her Cousins ; or, Happy Holidays, by
by Rev. Sheldon Jackson, D.D. Emma Davenport,
Aunt Margery’s Maxims ; Work, Watch, Wait, | Little Florentine, by H. N. W. B.
Alice Thorne ; or, a Sister's Work., and What Came of It, by Winifred Tnylor.
Brownings, The, by Jane Gay Fuller Load of Chips, The, by H. N. W. B,
Brothers and Sisters, by Emma Marshall, Laugham Revels, by Lucy. Ella Guernsey.
Character of St. Paul, by Dean Howson (one of Litlfe People, by George Kringle,
the authors of Comnybeare and Howsou's[ Lads and Lassies, with many Illustrations,
““8t. Paul”), Marian Temple’s Work, and What Came of It,
Chubbs, Jr.; a Story for Boys. f by M. G. Flo

by Sophie Tandy. Labours of Love ; or, the Stw of Lncy’s Work

2.

Castles with Wings, by George Kringle Millicent Leigh, by Emma Marshall.
Ellerslie House ; a Picture of School-Boy Life, | Nurse Bundle, a Sequel to Polly and 1.

by Emma Leslie. Out of Doors, with many Illustrations.
Elsie Dinsmore, by Martha Farquharson, One Year at Boarding School, by Agues Phelps,
Fern Glen, by M. 'H. Holt, O1d “chool Fellows, and What Became of Them,
Fishers of Derby Haven, by author of *“The People of Poplar Dell ; or, What Aunt Hester

Children of Lake Huron,” Says, by Una Locke.
Floating Light of Ringfinnin, by L. T. Meade, | Paul and Margaret, by H. K. Potwin,
Family Fortunes, by Edward Garrett, Polly and I, with many Illustrations.
Grace’s Visit ; or, Six Months at Aberford, | Questions of the Day, by Rev. John Hall, D,D.
House by the Works, by Edward Garrett, Sophia and the Gypsies, by H. N. W. B.
How Charlie Helped, by Aunt Ruth, Shoshie, the Hindoo Zenana Teacher, by Harriet
Home at Fiesole, by author of ““The Childven G. Brittan.

of Seelighsberg.” Some Little People, by George Kringle,
Honeysuckle Cottage, by H. N. W, B, Tommy Top Boots, by H. N. W, B.
Helen May; or, Unto Life's End, by Louisa | Tony and Igin Harp, {y H.N.W. B.

Doisy. Tre vels at Home, with many Illustrations,
Her Object in Life, by Edward Garrett, [ Wruck of the Osprey, by Alfred H. Engelbach.
Ice Raft, by Clara F. Guernsey. Wanderings of Master Peter in Search of Know-
Jessie and her Friends, and History of Lost Purse, ledge, translated from the German.
Judge Not; or, Hester Powers' Girlhood, by | Winter Tales, with many Illustrations,

Mrs. Edwin Sheppard,

Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Or— 78 & 80 King Street East, TORONTO
C. W. COATES, Montreal, S. ¥, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.




CHEAP 8. §.

ADVERTISEMENTS,

LIBRARIES!

FIFTY VOLUMES FOR SIX DOLLARS |

In order to meet the demand for Chau]:,fi)r;rias, we have in stock

THE LYCEUM LIBRARY,

of fifty books, octavo page, manilla covers,

The Yourn's Skrins is composed of thirty volumes, most|

ly Miurv.orlcal‘ The CHILDREN'S SkR1ES comprises twenty

volumes, and is made up of intensely interesting, healthy, and instructive histories and stories. Though sold at twelve
cents, each number contains matter which would sell at from seventy-five cents to one dollar and a-half, in the ordin
ary book form. The strong manilla card-board binding will prove very durable with ordinary care.

The following titles will show the character of the books :

YOUTH’S SERIES.,

30 Vols. in a boz.
L. The Two Kings. The White Rose of Eng- |13,
land. Five Stages in the Life of a Great |
Man. A Queen Who was Not a Queen, |14,
2. The Kaiserburg Doctor and Little Mat, The | 15,
Old St. Stephen’s Tower at Mulhausen, |
8. The Eye-Doctor. The Talking Fire-Irons, |
The Man Who Kept Himself in Repair. | 16,
The Two ** Co-ops.” |
« The Fur Coat, Spitzi. Master Nicholas. | 17,
The Forest House, |
. Knights of Industry—Selections from *“Self-
Help.” By Samnel Smiles, i
. Part 1. The Treasures of the Earth ; or, |
Mines, Minerals, and Metals, | 19,
. Part II. The Treasures of the Earth ; or, | 20.
Mines, Minerals, and Metals,
. *“Good-WilL." A Collection of Christmas | 21.
Stories. | 22.
. The Use of a Child, The I1l-Used Postman. [?3.
This Day Month. Joseph John Pounda“ﬂ.
and His Good Name. By, Rev. P. B. | 25,
Power, M. A, |
Getting ulong. Selections from "Thrift.”'
By Samuel Smiles, ‘ 26
11. The Stony Road ; A Tale of Humble Life.
12. The History of the Tea-Cup. By Rev. G.
R. Wedgwood. The Railway ~ Pioneers,
By H. C. Knight,

© ® U e o -

1

e

27
28
29,

0

$8.60 net.

“I'll Try;” or, How the Farmer's Son
Became a Captain,

Pierre and Lis Family,

Popular Delusions. " I. The Crusades, II.
The Tulip Mania, 111, Mississippi Scheme,
IV. The South Sea Bubble,

The Alchemist ; or, Searchers for the Philo-
sopher’s Stone and the Water of Life,

Men of Iron. Three Great Potters,

18. The Wreck of the Golden Mary,  Three

Great Sea Fights; I. The Battle of the Nile,
II. The Battle of Copenhagen. 111, The
Battle of Trafalgar. ~ [West Indian Life,
In the Tropics ; or, Scenes and Incidents in
Crabtree Fold. A Tale of the Lancashire
Moors, [from Spain,
Granada ; or, the Expulsion of the Moors
Columbus ; or, the Discovery of America,
Pizarro ; Discovery and Conquest of Peru.,
Cortes ; Discovery and Conquest of Mexico,
Three Indian Heroes. The Missionary—
Carey. The Statesman—Law. The Soldier
—Havelock., [coverer,
David Livingstone — Missionary and Dis-
The Hill-side Farm.,
Short Stories and other Papers,

. Getting the Better of it.
30. Jem the Cobbler; A New Year's Welcome,

CHILDREN’S sERIES.

20 Vols. in a box,
. Little Henry and his Bearer. Slieve Bloom, 1
. Nora, the Flower Girl, *‘Bob:" Some | 12,
Chapters in His Early Life, Mary Ashton : | 13,
A ’IJ;ue Story of Fifty Years Ago,
. Talks to the Children, By A, M’%?ood, D.D. |14,
Anna' Ross, 15.
. Pearls for the Little Ones, [Lady Barker. | 16,
The White Rat, and some other Stories, By

0

Warmed by Learning to Feel for Others,
. TheBlind Basket-Maker his Little Daughter.
. Charley and Edith; or, How Two Selfish |1
Children were made a Blessing to a Lame
Bo]y By Author of *“Ministering Children.” | 19,
10. Little Sue and her Friends, By the Author | 20,
of *“ Ministering Children,”

o® Noovm

3

Nurse Brame ; or, How a Cold Heart was |17, P

$2.40 net.

Gertrude's Birthday and other Stories,

Wee Donald : A Story for the Young,

Robert Dawson ; or, The Brave Spirit, The
Meadow Daisy, [Great Oaks,

Harry Blake's )[‘mubla. Little Strokes Fell

Sermons for Children.

Little Ray and her Friends, Nils' Revenge :

A Tale of Swedish Life,

earl ; or, Lost and Found. Tot, the Child

Pilgrim. Talks with Uncle Morris ; or,

The Friend of my Boyhood.

- Margery’sChristmas Box. The Little Orange.

Sellers, [moset,
The Eldest of Seven. Cosmo and his Mar-
Davy's Friend, and other Stories. in his

Father’s Arms; or, The Three Little Ones,

4 Each of these Libraries mailed post-free on receipt of price, W
& These Books can be had separately, or in Sets. Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Or- C. W. COATES, Montreal Que.

78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto ;
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N. 8,
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. Thomas Carlyle.
. William Wordsworth, Bf'Daniel\Vise,l).D.
1.

. Art in Egypt.
. Greece. f;

. Christ as a Teacher,
. George Herbert,
. Daniel the Uncompromising Young Man,

. The Moon,
. The Rain.
. Joseph Addison,
. Edmund Spenser.

. The Planets,
- William Hickling Prescott.

. Wise Sayings of the Common Folk,
. William™ Shakespeare,
. Geometry.

. John Milton,
. Penmanship,

. A Set of Tools,
. Diamonds and other Precious Stones.

. Gold and Silver.
. Meteors. By C. M. Westlake, M. S,

-

JME COLLEGE SERIES]

Price, each, 5 cents. Per 100, for cash, $4.00 net,.

NOW READY.

By Daniel Wise, D.D,

Egypt. By J. I. Boswe!
Henry Wordsworth Longfellow. By Dan-
iel Wise, D.D,

. Rome. By J. I. Boswell.
. England, "By J. I. Boswell,
. The Sun. By C. M. Westlake, M.S,

Washington Irving, By Daniel Wise, D.D.
PoliticafEconomy. By G. M. Steele, D.D.
By Edward A. Rand.
y J. 1. Boswell,
By Bisho,
By Daniel V

[son.
E. Thom-
ise, D.D,

By C. H. Payne, D.D.

By C. M. Westlake, M.S.

By Miss Carrie E. Dennen,

By Daniel Wise, D.D.
By Daniel Wise, D.D,
By J. 1. Boswell.

C. M. Westlake, M.S,

By Daniel

[D.D.
By Daniel Wise,

China and Japan,
By

Wise, D.D.

The Stars. By C. M. Westlake, M.S.

By Daniel Wise, D.D,

. Housekeeper’s Guide. [tarch.)
Themistocles and Pericles, (From Plu-
Alexander. (From Plutarch),

. Coriolanusand Maximus, (From Plutarch),

. Demosthenes and Alcibiades. (From Plu-

taich.)

. The Gracchi. (From Plutarch.)

. Cwmsar and Cicero, (From Plutarch.)

. Palestine. By J. I. Boswell.

. Readings from William Wordsworth,

. The “;fm:h and the Clock. By Alfred

Taylor.

By Alfred Taylor,

B,
Alfred Taylor. g

Memory Practice,

By Alfred Taylor.

Aerolites, C. M. Westlake, M.S,

France. By 5 L'Boswell, M.S,

Euphrates Valley. By J. I. Boswell,

United States, By J. L. Boswell,

The Ocean. By leu Carrie R. Dennen,

Two Weeks'in the Yosemite and Vicinity,
By J. M. Buckley, D.D,

No.
49.
50.
51,
52,
53,
54,
55,
56.
57.
58.

. Reading and Readers,
A.B

. The C;:.ry Sisters.
. A Few Facts about Chemistry. By Mrs,

. Margaret Fuller,
. The Life Céxrrent.

. Charlotte ‘B.ronte.
ham,
. John Ruskin, By Mrs. V. C. Phabus,

Keep Good Company. By Samuel Smiles,

Ten Days in Switzerland. By H. B. Ridg-
away, D.D,

Art in the Far East. By E. A. Rand,

Readings from Cowper.

Plant Life. By Mrs, V. C. Phabus,

Words. By Mrs. V. C. Phabus,

Readings from Oliver Goldsmith,

Art in Greece, Part L.

Art in Italy, Part I,

Art in Germany,

. Art in France.
50. Art in England.
. Art in America,

Readings from Tennyson,
Readings from Milton. Part I.
Thomas Chalmers. By Daniel Wise, D,D.

. Rufus Choate.
. The Temperance Movement versus The

Liquor System.

. Germany. "By J. 1. Boswell.
. Readings from Milton. Part I
By H. C. Farrar,

[Bingham,
By Miss Jennie M,

V. C. Phaebus, [C. Pheebus,

- A Few Facts about Geology, By Mrs, V,
. A Few Facts about Zoology. By Mrs, V

C. Phaebus,

. Circle (The) of Sciences.
. Daniel Webster.
. The World of Science.

. Comets. By C. M. Westlake, M.S.
. Art in Greece,
. Art in Italy,

. Art in Land of Saracens.

. Art in Northern Europe. Part I.

. Art in Northern Europe, Part II.
. Art in Western Asia.
. Our Earth,

. John Wiclif,
. Martin Luther,
. Charles Lamb,

By Dr. C. Adams,

Part II.
Part II.

By E. C. Rand, °
By Mrs. V. C. Pheebus,
y Daniel Wise, D.D,

By Daniel Wise, D.D,
By Jennie M. Bingham,

. Injurious Garden Insects. By B. D, Hal-
stead, Sc.D.

. Sketch of Amos Lawrence. By OC.
Adams, D.D.

. John Knox. By Daniel Wise, D.D.

By Jennie M. Bingham,
¥!y Rev. C. M. West-

lake,

By Jennie M. Bing-

& Any of the above mailed post-free on receipt of retail price.
Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East,

TORONTO,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

Father Lambert's Notes on Ingersol]

Prico: Paper, 30 Conts; Cloth, 60 Cents.

“It is a masterly refutation of Ingersoll. It should be widely circulated.”—Rev. 7. @,
Williams, President Montreal Conference.

“‘ Father Lambert’s book is as acceptable to any good Methodist or Baptist as it is to any
good Catholic. Successful beyond any of the eﬂ{rw in that direction heretofore made,”—
Rochester Union,

““ Father Lambert is an earnest and keen reasoner, and his book should have many
readers.”—N. Y. Herald,

SALVATION ARMY BOOKS!

AGGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY.
12mo, cloth, 60 cents ; paper, 35 cents.

‘‘GODLINESS.”
12mo, cloth, 60 cents ; paper, 35 cents,
BY MRS. CATHARINE BOOTH,

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
DANIEL STEELE, D.D.

““These Two Volumes of Sermons are a marvel of direct, earnest afpeal to the hearts

of all who seek to know the way of the Lord more per

PANSY’S

PRIMARY LIBRARY.

30 VOLUMES, 16mo. CLOTH, $7.50 Net.
WITH HANDSOME SIDE STAMP, ILLUSTRATED.

0

ectly.”

Company Try. Tiny's Making Up, | Nellie's Light.
Two Singers. Pretty Soon, [ Little by Little,
Little Missionary, John and Mary, [ Marjory,
Emma's Ambition, Laura’s Promise, | Their Treasures,
Leafy Fern. Sowing Seed. 1

Little Hands. Red Ribbon, | Fred’s Home,
Leonard's April Fool. Young Tommy, ‘ Mary's Prizes
Sunshine Factory. Horace Brooks, Chop Sticks,
Laura’s Pain, Going Halves, ’ Enlisted,
Starlight Home, Only a Spark, Dory’s Day

Mrs. Dunlop.

Address—
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Or— 78 & 80 King St. Hast, TORONTO.
C. W. COATES, S. F. HUESTIS,
MoyTREAL, Q, Haurax, N, 8,




AGENTS WANTED!

FOR THE

Createst ! Cheapest!! Latest !!!

THE PEOPLE'S GYCLOPEDIA

OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE.

30 EDITORS. 400 SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS. 68,000 TOPICS.
6,000 ILLUSTRATIONS and 160 MAPS and DIAGRAMS.

. COMPLETE IN 3 SUPER-ROYAL VOLUMES. BROUGHT DOWN TO 1884,

EZSOLD ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION.&3

EXGELSIOR LIBRARY CARDS !

These are Two New Library Cards prepared for the use of Sabbath Schools

One Oard is printed on strong White Card, with spaces for entering Name of School
Name of Scholar, Class Number, and date of delivering Book ; on the other side are
numbers of Books read—up to 400. This Card is not to be taken from the Library.
The Second Card is printed on Yellow Card, very tough, and has blank spaces

for Name of School, Name of Scholar, Number of Class, and Numbers of Books

Wanted. This Card is kept by the scholar, and handed with his Book when returned
to the Library. | T

Put up in Packages of 60 of each Card, PRICE $1.00, post-free.

The OLD STYLE LIBRARY CARD still in Stock. Put up in Packages
of 50. Price 30 Cents ; or, 100 Cards, 60 Cents,

Mailed post-free on receipt of price, 4@ Bend for Samples.
Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

e

THE ACME

SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY.

No. 1.

FIFTY LARGE VOLUMES, 186mo. PRICE $25.00 NET.
Containing 14,646 Pages, and 127 Full-page Cuts,

Bound in uniform style, in extra cloth, and finished in black and gold ; put up in a
neat imitation walnut box. The retail prices of these books are from
$1.25 to $1.50 each.

THIS IS A VERY CHOICE SELECTION

AND ARE BY THE FOLLOWING POPULAR AUTHORS :

Miss Hesba Stretton, Mrs. Newton, Franz Hoffman,

Miss Anna Shipton, Mrs. Kelley. Miss Content Whipple,
Miss Chellis. Mrs, Grommer, J. McNair Wright,
Mrs, Madeline Leslie, Miss Annette L Noble, J. F. Moore.

Miss Agnes Giberne, Mrs. Boardman, George E. Sargeant,
Mrs. Sarah G. Cornell, Mrs. Walker, Abby Eldridge.

Mrs, C. E. K. Davis, Mrs, Wright, F. }{ North,

Mrs. M. A. Dennison, Mrs, Prosser. Brenda,

Mr, Edmund Clark, Miss May Graham,

CATALOGUE.

Aunt Rebecca’s Charge, Little Meg's Children, Robert Joy's Victory.
Aunt Lois, Ned’s Search, Simon Martin,

Bernice, the Farmer’s Daughter, Not Forsaken, Upward Path,

Berties Birthday Present. Old Sunapee. Bessie Brown,

Captain Russell’s Watchword,  The Family Doctor. Door Without a Knocker,
Carl’s Home, The Golden Work. Vivian and Her Friends,
Every Day Duties. The Golden Fruit, Emily’s Bracelet,

Eleanor Willoughby's Self, The Golden Life, Ellen Vincent,

Faithfui in the ieaat. The Golden Heart, The Poor Clerk.

Finding Shelter. The Squire’s Daughter, Hattie Powers,

Froggy’s Little Brother, Tom Carter, Mecca.

Father Muller. The Whole Armour, Mrs. Fielding's Household.
Gathered Sheaves, Wayside Service, Mark Steadman,

Heart’s Delight. Wee Donald. Old Barracks,

Isaac Phelps, the Widow’s Son. Miriam Brandon, Quality Fogg’s Old Ledger.
Jessica’s First Prayer. Mary’s Patient’s Bank, Two Books,

Jimmy’s Shoes, Newell Boys.

The books in this library are large in size and fully adapted, in interesting and

instructive reading, for the senior classes of our Sabbath Schools.

Address—
T WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street Bast, Toronto,
Or—C. W. Coargs, Montreal, Que. S. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.S.
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—A C M E——

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY

Fifty Large Volumes, 16mo, Ilustrated. Put up in a Neat Wooden Case.
PRICE. - 825.00 NET.

‘“ The Fifty Volumes contained in this Library have been procured at much expense, and
selected by the publisher from a great number of manuscripts. They have been submitted to
my inspection, and each volume has been e ined. In no collection of so many volumes would
any man be willing to indorse every sentence. This, however, as Editor of the Series, I ma,
conscientiously affirm, that there is not a sentence in any of these books, to which any Christian
patriot can reasonably object, whatever may be his d inational attach ts, his political
affiliations, or his sectional resid There were a few phrases to which I might have no
special objections, which were inadvertently written, and which might be objectionable to very
sensitive persons. These were promptly cut out of the plates by the publishers, Now, taken
as a whole, the Library may safely be commended to families and Sunday Schools in any part of
the whole country, and in any part of the Church Universal, as containing nothing but good
books, many of which are very superior to the average of this class of literature, I believe that

+ I am serving the cause of the {‘[aeter in aiding in the circulation of these excellent volumes,”

CHARLES F. DEEMS,
Pastor of Church of Strangers, New] York,

CATALOGUE.

Almost Too Late,
Apron Strings,

A Queer Lesson,

Asked of God.

Bashie’s Service,

Beech Hill,

Bessie Hartwell.
Chauncey Judd.
Children of the Great King,
Father Merrill,

Finette,

Grace Courtney,

Jack Masters.

Joanna,

Johnnie, the Railroad Boy,
Knowing and Doing.
Laura Linwood,

Lea’s Playground,
Leslie’s Scholarship.
Lettie Sterling.

Little Housekeeper,
Little People.

Lucy, the Light-Bearer,
Margaret's Old Home.
Mrs, Marsh'’s Help,

Nelson, the Country Boy.
Newlyn House. ., V¢

Nita’s Music Lesson.

Nix’s Offerings.

Ollie and the Boys,

Posie.

Precious Gems,

Queer People,

Smith’s Saloon,

Tell Jesus,

The Birthday,

The Farmer Boy.

The Good Fight of Faith.

The Good Girl and True Woman,
The Iron Boot.

The Poor Boy and thé Merchant Prince.
The Red Apple.

The Well-Spent Hour,

Three Judges,

Tover Tangle,

Two Families,

Unselfish Freddie.

Violet and Daisy.

White Chrysanthemum,

Words and Deeds.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 Kina Streer East, ToroNTo ;

Or—C, W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE, 8, F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S,




ADVERTISEMEN''S,

STANDARD LIBRARY

11. CHINESE GORDON. A succinct record of his life. By Arcmisarp Forpgs,
rice 15 cents.

10. THE FORTUNES OF RACHEL, By EpwarD EVERETT HALE, Price 25 cents.
Mr. Hale has 80 many of the ualities of a successful story-teller, that it is difficult in enu-
merating them to telf'where they begin. No writer of the day has keener eyes, or knows
better how to use, in the most te ling way, the facts they furnish him,

9. THE CLEW OF THE MAZE AND THE SPARE HALF-HOUR. By
C. H. SPURGEON, Price 15 cents. Spurgeon’s illustrations are something renowned on
two continents. They abound in all simplicity and force i
readers, learned and unlearned. The best single phrase w
ter of the entire book is, its * uncommon common-sense.” It is not a work simply for
scholars; it is for everybody, and most of all for those who have done the least reading of
this sort, *‘The Spare Half-Hour” is a series of most engaging and instructive papers, sug-
gested by the author’s travels on the continent.

8. IN THE HEART OF AFRICA. Condensed from the works of Six SAMUEL W,
BAkER, F.R.G.S.  Price 25 cents. In this condensation much of the dry scientific record
has been omitted, but the unity and thrilling charm of the narrative have been well preserved,
as well as the instructive descriptions of the natives and countries observed, & especial
interest just now are the chapters on the Soudan, and its capital, Khartoum,

7. ARCHIBALD MALMAISON. By JuLiaN HAWTHORNE. Price 15 cents. ¢ Arch-
ibald Malmaison " is a story of aristocratic life in England, in the first part of the century,

6. MY MUSICAL MEMORIES. By H. R. HAwEis, Price 25 cents. A book for all
who love music, or would cultivate a taste for it. The author’s memories cluster about the
““king of musical instruments,” the violin ; but are not limited to that one theme, Stradi-
varius, Paganini, Lisat, Wagner, come in for a part of his attention. The author’s enthu.
siasm is a great point in his favour, He is full of his subject, and his writing is evidently
a labor of ﬁwe.

6. THE BOWSHAM PUZZLE. By Jonx HapBERTON, author of * Helen'’s Babies,”
Price 25 cents,

4. CHRISTIANITY TRIUMPHANT. Its Defensive and Aggressive
Victories. By Jounx P. Newman, D.D., LL.D. Price 15 cents. Contents : Achieve.
ments of Christianity, Infidelity an Inilorious Failure. The Criminality of Infidelity,
Great Christians vs. Great Infidels, The levation of Woman. Home Life of the Republic,
Impure Literature. Gamblers and Gambli 8. Magnanimity of Self-Denial. Commercial
Integrity.

3. MEMORIE AND RIME. By JoAQuiN MiLLer, Pric
mingling of Sketches of Travel, Stories, and Poems, The Stories and Sketches are of
Western Life, told with the humor and pathos the which the author has long been noted,
The volume does not contain a page but is brimful of interest.

2. MUMU, and the Diary of a Superfluous Man, Stories of the Serf, and Upper-
class Life in Russia. By Ivan TURGENIEFF, Price 15 cents,

1. MERV. A Story of Adventures and Captivity. Epitomized from *The Merv Oasis,”
By Epmuxp 0’DoNovax, Special Correspondent of London Daily News. Drice 25 cents,

e 25 cents. A most delightful

1SS8S3 SERIES ON HAND.

26. THE LIFE OF ZWINGLI. Translated from the German of Jean Grob,
Price 25 cents.

256. WITH THE POETS. A Selection of English Poetry. By F. W, FaRRrAR, D.D,
Price 25 cents.

24. OUR CHRISTMAS IN A PALACE. A Traveller’s Story. By Epwarp
Evererr HaLe. Price 25 cents.

28. FRENCH CELEBRITIES. Part Second. By Juiks CLareTie and others,
Price 15 cents,

P .
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STANDARD LIBRARY (Continued).

22. A POPULAR LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER. Based on Kestlin's * Life
of Luther. Translated and Enlarged by G. F. BenrINGER. Price 25 cents,

21, BY-WAYS OF LITERATURE. By D. H. WHEELER. Price 25 cents.

20. ILLUSTRATIONS AND MEDITATIONS ; or, Flowers from a Puri-
s Garden, By C. H. SrurcroN. Price 25 cents.

19, FRENOH CELEBRITIES, as Seen by their Contemporaries. By

ErNesT DAUDET,  Price 15 cents.

18, SCIENTIFIC SOPHISMS: By SamuveL Waixwrient, D.D. Price 25 cents.

17. JEWISH ARTISAN LIFE in the time of Jesus, according to oldest
sources, By Franz Deurrzscn, D.D. Price 15 cents,

16. HISTORY AND OTHER SKETCHES. By James ANTHONY FROUDE.
Price 25 cents.

16. SCOTTISH CHARACTERISTICS. By Paxrox Hoop. Price 25 cents.
14, WINTER IN INDIA. By the Right Hon. W. E. BAxTer, M.P. Price 15 cents,
13. INDIA: WHAT CAN IT TEACH US? By Max MuLier. Price 25 cents,

12. NATURE STUDIES. By GraxT ALLeN, ANDREW WiLsoN, THOMAS FosTER,
Epwarp Croop, and RicHARD A. Proctor Price 25 cents.

11. SgCC%ggFUL MEN OF TO-DAY, AND WHAT THEY SAY OF

Price 25 cents.
10. SAM 'HOBART. By Justix D. FuitoN. Price 25 conts. A biography of a

ive Eugineer as fi ting as a

9. AN HOUR_WITH CHARLOTTE BRONTE; or, Flowers from a
Yorkshire Moor. By Laura C. HoLLowAY. Price 15 cents.

8. THE ESSAYS OF GEORGE ELIOT, Complete, collected by NATHAN SHEPPARD,

Price 25 cents,

7. COLIN CLOUT'S CALENDAR. The Record of a Summer. By GRANT ALLEN,
Price 26 cents

6. THE HIGHWAYS OF LITERATURE; or, Wha.t to Read and How
to Read. By Davip Prype, M.A., LL.D., &c.—Price 15 cents.

65, FLOTSAM AND JETSAM. By Tuomas GissoN BowLes.—Price 25 cents,

4. LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS SHOEMAKERS, and a Constellation of
Celebrated Cobblers, By Wu. Epwarp WiNks, —Price 25 cents.

3. AMERICAN HUMORISTS. By H. R. Hawgis.—Price 15 cents,

2. BOIENCE IN SHORT CHAPTERS. By W. Marmev Wiiuiams, F.R. 8.,
F.C.8.—Price 26 cents.

1. OLIVER CROMWELL: His Life, Times, Battle-flelds, and Contem-
poraries. By PaxrtoN Hoop. Pnceé 5 cents,

M Any Book in this List mailed post-free on receipt of price.

(General Agent for Canada for all Funk & Wagnall's publications),
78 & 80 Kine Streer East, ToronTo

Or—0. W. COATES, MONTREAL. 8. F. HUESTTS, Hauirax, N.8,
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AUTHORIZED COPYRIGHT EDITION,

Just Published!

LIFE OF ‘CHINESE’ GORDON

By CHARLES H. ALLEN F.R.G.S,,

Secretary of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.

WITH PORTRAIT ON THE TITLE-PAGE.

PRICE 5 CENTS,

Post-Free,

"TEMPERANCE BOOKS/!
JUST PUBLISHED.

Fistory of the Great Temperance Aeforms
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,

Exhibiting the Evils of Intemperance—The Methods of Recovery—The Woman's Crusade, and
the %‘riumph of Reform, With numerous illustrations in steel and waod engraving, © !
By the Rev. James Suaw, Cloth, 527 pages, price $2.00,

A GOOD BOOK FOR THE HOME, SUNDAY-SCHOOL, OR TEMPERANCE LIBRARY,

SHOT  SHELL forthe TENPERANCE CONTLICT

tion of Original and Selected Articles ; also able Contributi
w Colleof;g!:ln Ministers of different Denominations, including e

Rev. E. A. STAFFORD, B.A. Rev. WM. GALBRAITH, LL.B.
Rev. J. C. ANTLIFF, M.A,, B.D. Rev. J. J. RICE.
&e., &e., &o.
By the REV. D. ROGERS,

Of the London Conference, with an Introduction by the Rev. E. H. Dewarr, D.D.
A 12mo. of 184 pp. (with 1llustrations), bound in handsome stgle, in extra
English, witﬁ Ink Stamping and Gold Lettering. Price 55 Cents.

THE TEMPERANCE BATTLE - FIELD ;
AND HOW TO GAIN THE DAY,

k the young of all ages. Full of humorous and pathetic stories, By Rev. Jamzs
*oe C.f oélm:ozn. gIll\utrn.tgcl. cloth, 188 pages, price 65 cents, &F Send Jor our
List of Temperance Literature, Just the thing for the Great Temperance
Revival now spreading throughout the country. Address—
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,
78 80 Kixa Streer Easr, Toronvo,

Or—C. W, Coares, Montreal, Que. 8. F. Huzemis, Halifax, N, 8,
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TRY IT!

You will find

PLEASURE and PROFIT

in the use of the new Song Book,

JOYFUL LAYS

FOR THE

SUNDAY.-SCHOOL.
By LOWRY and{DOANE.

No wastage in JOYFUL LAYS !
Every page s of practical value !
The inside is filled with rich things !
The ide 1s 1 H

\

Over 60,000 Copies Sold
WITHIN 60 DAYS!

JOYFUL LAYS has 192 Pages, on Tinted Paper.
Price, 830 per 100 Copies’in Board Covers.

Sold by booksellers everywhere. Send for specimen [
pages,

BIGLOW & MAIN,
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street,

“ NEW YORK, CHICAGO.

Enucn,!oum.

1558, The NEW Dllo

OONSERVATORY of MUSIC
pooniyay, Mustrated. & pagss. SENT FREE to

e Lo TOURJEE, Prankiin %;“ Mass, |
A o Kl T et ot Literery i

PRING, the time for institutin
new homes and {furnishing ol
ones the world over.

The Estey OraAN has been the
choice of thousands in homes new
and old. The various designs in
our Illustrated Catalogue are pro-
nounced elegant, and the excellent
quality of our Organs has become
proverbial.

Instruments of pecultar adap-
tation for Chapels, Churches, and
Lodge Rooms.

ESTEY ORGAN (0., Brattleboro, Vt,

BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY
Be‘. Fiee te. FULL

any one ean eure hi
m-ln.a.nam-m-nmnm n-nl nudk-l ‘men,
M. KANE, A.N., N.Dv, 160 Fulton Bt., Now

IHURHIIIIE IlAIlT

R 5. 1 KAXE, of the DiQaincep
Hmlll ll' .brl . l‘_ﬁ!
e For Ml.

GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fastest

selling Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices

reduced 88 per cent, NATIONAL PUBLISH-
ING CO., Philadelphia.

Jog;:: G'PENS.

Cold Medal, Paris, 1878,
The Favorite Numbers, 303, 404, 332,
351, 170, and his other styles,
Sold througher''t the World,
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We are now showing a ma'lgn.iﬂcent Stock of Aubusson,
a

Wilton, Axminster, Brussels, stry, and Kidderminster
Carpets, English Floor Oilcloths, Linoleums, Mattings, Mats,
Rugs, &c., and will quote below a few of our leading prices,
in order that the public may judge for themselves where
they can get the best value for their money.

Tapestry Carpets at Thirty Cents, 35¢c., Forty Cents,
45¢., Fifty lgents, 65¢., Sixty Cents and up.

Best Quality Brussels Carpets Only “ONE DOLLAR”
per yard.

Best E[uality Axminster Carpets Only $1.40 per gard.

Best Quality Wilton Carpets Only $1.60 per yard.

The above are net cash quotations, and are
lower than those of any other house in this city.

INSPECTION INVITED.

PETLEY & PETLEY,

128 to 132 King Street East, Toronto.
AGENTS WANTED

FOR THE BEST

PICTORIAL FAMILY BIBLE!

CONTAINING

¥/ 2,600 Engravings,
Cruden’s Concordance,
Revised New Testament,

AND MANY

N NEW & ATTRACTIVE FEATURES.

Intrinsically the Cheapest, the Strongest Bound, and the most

SALEABLE STYLES OF BIBLES

ever published.
& Liberal Terms. Address for Circulars—
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 and 80 King Street East, Toronto.
Or—0. W. Coates, Montreal. 8. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.S.
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