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Over the past few years, members of the United Nations
have found their attention to so thern African matters taken
up to some extent by the immediate problems of the illegal
declaration of independence by the minority regime of lan
Smith and the status of South West Africa. The human rights
aspect of the apartheid issue is to a large extent fundamen=-
tal to both those questions, a fact that is often obscured
by more immediate crises both for the United Nations and for
all those countries which cherish the ideals for which the
United Nations stands. By speaking today, my delegation
wishes to indicate thatthe Canadian Government and people
continue to be concerned with the question of apartheid and
believe that until an approach to race relations in southern
Africa which is more consistent with the dignity of all its
inhabitants is found there can really be no harmony in that
area.

The bellef in human equality is a basic concept of the
United Nations. Canada, like most United Nations members,
holds the view that a society such as that in South Africa
runs counter to all the fundamental principles of justice.

We do not deny that some non-whites in South Africa possess

a relatively high standard of living; it would be difficult
to expect otherwise in a country as rich in natural and

human resources as South Africa. However, this standard of
living should not be recgarded as a gift from the ruling
groups. There are unfortunately still many countries in
which racial discrimination can be found; human imperfection
still exists everywhere. However, there is no country,

with the single exception of South Africa, where racial
discrimination is enshrined in the legislative fabric of

its society and where the government is committed to a policy
of systematic segregation. No matter to what heights of
material or intel lectual achievement a South African non-white
may rise, he is still subject to degrading Apartheid Laws.

We do not deny the rights of the white population of South
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Africa, all we and the overwhelming majority of the members
of the United Nations say to them is this: we cannot accept
racial discrimination; it is a policy which violates the
letter and the spirit of the Charter and of the conventions
and declarations of the United Nations on human rights, a
policy which is not compatible with human dignity.

Canada has faithfully respected the resolutions of the
Security Council of August 7, 1963, and December 4, 1964, on
the export of arms and military equipment to South Africa.
Canada’s policy on the shipment of arms and military equipment
to South Africa shows clearly Canada’s will to dissociate
Itself from the enforcement of South Africa’s apartheid policy.

We share the believe that the United Nations should
take positive steps towards the abolition of apartheid. This
is why the Canadian Government sent a representative to the
International Seminar on Apartheid, Raclal Discrimination
and Colonialism which was held at Kitwe, Zambia, from July 25
to August 4. My Government wi shes to thank the Government
of Zambia for making available the facilities for the Seminar,
We consider the Seminar to have been useful, even though we
found ourselves unable to subscribe to the concluding docu-
ments in their entirety.

We favour all measures to assist citizens of South
Africa who have suffered from apartheid. It is for this
reason that Canada has contributed $25,000 to the United
Nations Programme for the Education and Training of South
Africans.

In recent years, resolutions have been placed before
this committee which characterize the situation in South
Africa as a threat to peace and security and call on the
Security Council to take measures under Chapter VIl of the
Charter. My delegation is aware of the tensions existing
in South Africa, and of the potential consequences not only
for that country but for the whole of southern Africa of a
continued implementation of the policy of apartheid. Al-
though the situation in southern Africa may one day endanger
international peace and stability, it appears at least doubt-
ful to my delegation that the Charter provision concerning
threats to international peace and security are applicable
in the present circumstances. My delegation therefore re-
serves its position on the matter. Moreover, we sincerely
wonder what a recommendation to the Security Council to im-
pose sanctions could achieve in practical terms. For the
Assembly to concentrate on maximum action against South Africa
now, in the absence of the agreement by the Security Council,
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is to force the General Assembly into the position of advo-
cating measures which have little or no hope of implementa-
tion and damage the reputation of the United Nations as an
effective instrument for keeping international peace.

Canada’s policy toward the independent states of Africa
is of course an aspect of our foreign policy which has
evolved separately from our policy on southern African questlons.
Canada has sincerely welcomed the attainment of independence
by so many African states. We can say in all honesty that
our bilateral relations are based firmly on mutual respect
and a desire on our part to be of what assistance we can.

To that end, Canada has an accelerating aid programme to both
the Commonweal th and francophone states of Africa. Our aid
is given without political strings and in the spirit of
mutual co-operation. There is, however, one connection be-
tween our objectives here and the situation in southern
Africa. We attach great importance to the development of
independent African states who have chosen a policy of co-
operation between races. Through the example of multi-racial
co-operation which has been given by independent African
states we can show the world that the solution does not lle
in apartheid and denial of human rights.
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