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GOp’s PURPOSE IN THE CONQUEST OF CANADA.

BY THE REV. W. B, CLARK, MINISTKR OF

“The Lord batt prepared his throne in the

If it be admitted that the world was
ereated by God; it would require a vast
amount of credulity to believe that it is not
governed by 1lim.  We believe that Hein-
terests himself in all its affairs, and super-
intends, and controls even its minutest
concerns; and that [Ie has ulterior purposes

in view, both with regard to this world,!
! " .
i eruel tyranny for generations; and systems

and the human race, far beyond what it is
possible for mn, in Lis present condition,
to comprehend.  Lf then God ruleth over
all the affuirs of this world, it is plain that
He raiseth up, and casteth down princes,
acecrding to Mis zovercizn pleasure; and

that He 1‘»:0‘1'&-@104 overthe formation, growth, t its faithful defenders.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, QUEBEC.

heavens; and his Kingdom ruleth over all®
Pgawu ¢, 19.

natural, is a very unreasonable idea. God
often permits wicked men, whea they avail
themselves of His established and well-
known laws, to prosper greatly; while
good men, by disreg rding them, are often
brought to hardship and poverty. Thrones
of iniguity are cometimes permitted to be
firmly established, and exercise the most

of superstition, and idolatry, and wﬂl—l&j
worship, and spiritual despotism are son&é
times permittel to defuce and prevent the
trath, and bury it under haps of cete-
monial rubbish, and porecute ‘unto death
But these things are

decay, and dostivetion of empires; and l permitted for wise purposcs, and though
especially, that every thing connected with | they may Le inscrutalls to uy now; yet

the cause of true religion on enrth, is the
object of Ifia constant watchtulness and
care.

Tt is true, that the wicked sometimes vo
prosper, und acquire such powers and that
‘*)"“‘e““‘i of superstition, aud idolatry, and
oppres.s:mn’ #o prevent the truth, aud per-
kecute its faithy) professors, that it might
f}lxlgl (c):stt;:scm a8 if (od were indifierent to

5“*31' v}

Ll lawever, thaugh .- vesy

Se of 14 R
¢ of righteousness and truih alto- |

Vol 1—No, 1.

whet Ty ¢y views vre thua conveyed to vs
of the cvil of sin, and th se excesses of
crudity of which the opposers of the truth
ean be guilty; and of the tremendous
moral min, from which the redeemed of
the Lord are delivesed.  Men Lelieving all
this sometimes find it difilcult to postess
their souls in patience, and realise the
fruths which tiiey admit; and imaginethat
God's justica 1s slow, and the promises very
long in betng fulfiled. 1 may bo that
God's justice is slow, but it is suregmnd
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that the promises tarry long, but they will
certainly all be fulfilled in their season.—
Man, being the creature of a day, must
hurry the execution of lis purposes, ov
they may never be executed at all: but
with God there is no such necessity for
haste, for Ife has etervity towork in.  And
by thus allowing evil systems to develope
themselves, the consequences of crror and
8in iwre more fully apparent, the forbearence
of God more beautifully exhibited, and His
Justice, in their punizlinent at last, more
glorionslr displayed.

The existing state of Romunism aflfords
a striking illustration of this truth.  For
upwards of thirteen hundred yvears, He
has borne with this monstrous system of
spiritual  despotism, and  eivil tyranny
anited: and yet though vastly weakened,
it still existar in many places exhibiting
tremendous emergy and exerciing most
mischievous power, 1t is scarcely possible
for an enlightened observer to contemplate
this terrible system, without wonder aud
alarm. Engrafting rome of the practices
m dogmas of heathenism upon the pure
¥ simple truths of Christianity, and in-
venting others of which heathenism would
have been ashamed, it conciliated and
deluded the crowd, whilst it degraded, and
enervated the religion which it perveried.
It did not ignore the truth, but it
dragged it into a sacriligious alliance with
superstition and idolatry, and overlaid it
xith henps of rublish. We do not say
that it completely concealed the truth. It
was always discovered and embraced by a
fuw devoted Christians within the Church
«f Rome, who shone like brilliant stars in
- its dark night; but the masses of the people
have been so drenched with superstition
and idolatry, that the divine light within
them has been darkened; a ferocious
fanaticism has been substituted for the
gentl#nd loving spirit of the gospel; and
they have become in all thoroughly Popish

\

\

countries stunted inintellect, and degraded
in condition, unfit for the exercize of
hberty, and reduced to the condition of
slaves, - That this iz no exaggerated and
partizan statement may be cvident to any
well-inforined yerson, who reflects on the
social and poiitieal condition of Roman
Catholic countries at the present ti:ne.—
Just in proportion, as the spirit of Popery
predominates, is the country degraded and
ruined.

For more than a thousand years this
evil system lorded it over Europe, para-
lyzing the energies of man, and impeding
all social improvement; substituting a
gaudy and idolatrous ceremonial for the
simple, and intelligent worship of the only
living and true God—a religion of forms
for the religion of the beart—{frustrating,
to a large extent, for a long time, the work
of Christ, and almost subjecting the world
to the effects of 3 second fall. At length
the darkness was broken, the light of truth
dawned upon the minds of men and the
glorious reformation took place, by which
the halt of Europe was emancipated from
the mental bondage and spiritual despotism,
under which it had been so long prostrated.
To all the nations the light was offered;
but many of them extinguished it with
the blood of the saints, and are suffeiing to
this day the consequences of their guilt,—
writhing in the chains of despotism which
they have vainly endeavored to break, and
affording to the world an awful evidence
of the impossilility of maintaining liberty,
in a land where true religion is proscribed
and persecuted.

It is alarming to contemplate the vitality
of error, and its readiness to spring up
afresh in the congenial soil of the human
heart. In the succceding century, the re-
formation had lost much of the ground .
which it had gained in Europe; and the
contest was transferred to the northern
shores of the New World.  As « westward
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the star. of empire took its way,” the ever | template the eflorts which were Leing

watchful leaders of the Papacy made the
most determined and well sustained etforts
l:o establish the supremacy of their religicn
m the lands beyond the Atlantic. In
Spanish America their efforts were unop-
posed and completely succesfl. But in
the northern parts of that great continent,
the British and French races,—the cham-
pions of the two opposing forms of Chris-
tianity,—had both establishedd themselves,
and soon began to contend for the mastery.
It was a religious, no less than a politieal
struggle from the beginning.  The Pilgrim
fathers, whosettled New England, had fled
from persecution in their native land, that
they might enjoy that religious liberty in
the wilds of the new world, which vwaﬁ
denied them in their native land. The
French, on the other hand, with a zeal
which dees them honor, were anxio

ra
uik

1o
extend that religion, which they believed

to be the only true one, and convert the
red men of the Forest to Christianity.—
A?ld 1o one ean contemplate, withou; ad-
miration, the heroic efferts of the early
French Missionaries, in their explor:uior;s
of the vast conntres along the St. Lawrence
and Ottawa, on the l»o;(lers of the great
lakes, and down the Misnissippi and its
tributaries to the gulf of Mexico. But
God had very different objects in view with
these labors, than they ever intended or
even imagined. They were preparing the
way for the opening up of these couniries,
that they might furnish an asylum for the
oppressed protestants of Kurope. And
thus we obtain a ghimpse of the great truth
that God often not only bear;long with
error, and oppression, and ixniqui{y, but
employs sometimes the zeal which they
engender, in working out his own, glorious
and beneficent purposes.
thIt mustf bave been an alarminé thing for
an‘:l iubho:»spirited protestants of Britain
merica, some 120 years ago, to con-

made by France, to obtain the ascendancy
in North America. At that time they

possessed the valuable islands at the mouth
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, with the
Labrador coast, aud the ferritories on
Hudson's Bay, Nova Scotin, New Bruns-
wick and a large part of what is now the
State of Maine,—the whole of Canada and
a larze part of what are now the States of
New York and Vermont, with the whole
country extending from the great lakes to
the Gulf of Moexico. Wa do not mean to
say that they actually occupiid these coun-
tries, bmt ther claimed the josesion of
them, had sctilements seattered through
most of them, and parts extending from
the erent lakes to the mouth of the Missis-
sippl.  There were clashing Interests be-
tween the Dritish and French colonists,
which led to mutual jeslousiea and bitter
animositien; and these agnin to singuinary
and eriel confiicts, il at length it became
a struggle for national exisience, when the
mother countries took part in earnest, in
the coutest.  But netther party was at all
aware of the important nature of the war-
fare, which wus there being waged, or of
the sublime nature of the rosults, which
were depending upon it. It was not. the
inferests werely of a few trading com-
panics whicl were concerned; it was not
the honor or commercial superiority merely
of France or Britain. It was the destiny
of vast future empires that was then being
determined—it was the question of future
freedom, or tyranny for the world, that
was then being rettled; and most impor-
tant of “all, it was the fate of religion and
the future welfare or woe of the human
race, which was then in the balance.—
Popery and Protestantism had then mar-
shalled their hosts for a great struggle,
though mneither party was, at the time,
fully aware of the momentous nature of
the issues which were at stake. To those
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who have not refiected seriously upon the
subject, it raay seem extravagant to assert,
that, at the battle of Quebec the doom of
Popery was sealed; but it wasevenso. It
was there that the fate of Canada was de-
termined, and French influence extinguish-
ed on the American continent. 1t was
there that a vast impulse was given to the
onward movement for liberty and inde-
pendence in New England; and the
dominirn of Popery in North America
rendered impossible.  And though it still
predominates in Lower (anada, and makes
its powor felt in the Unitad States; it is
only the prevalenceof the French lanruage
acting as a barrier to the free eirculation of
British literature and thought, and the
strong feeling of nationality, and a natural
aversion, on the part of a high spirited
people, to receive a religion at the hand of
their conquerors, that has preserved it in
the former; while in the latter, it is the
social debris of Ireland and Germany car-
ried down upon them, that has impeded
the stream of liberal thought and inde-
pendent action; but it will soon be swept
away, by the advancing tide of intelligence,
‘and a revived and invigorated piety. Do
not let us murmur at the long svffering of
God, or frot because the wheels of his
providence move less quickly than we
could wish; for just as certainly as Protes-
tantism presents, and defends the pure
truths of Christianity, as drawn directly
from the Bible, will it prevail over the
world, and bless men with its hallowed
and enlightening influences. It has the
God of omnipotence and truth on its side,
and the gates of hell will never le able to
provail against it.

"1t is little more than a century eince
Quebee fell into the hands of the British.
On the 13th of September, 1759, the de-
cisive battle was fought, on the plains cof
Abrabam; and four days afterwards the
sity capitulated. The armies ongaged on

that occasion were comparatively small;
and the place is much less famous than it
deserves to be; for it istruly what it has
been termed by a great American historian,
—=¢the Battle-field of empire;” and in-
terests were decided there, big with the
seeds of great events, and springs put in
action which have ever since impelled the
cause of political freedom, of social progress,
and, above all, of pure and undefiled
religion, and will not cease to operate till
superstition and spiritual despoiism  are
banished from the continent.

The conquest of Canada by the British
was a great event in Providence,—a thing
arranged and brought about by Him, whose
kingdon ruleth over all—for arrestiug the
progress, and ultimately extinguishing the
influence of Popery in America, and thus
hastening its downfall throughout the
world.  With the Protestant population of
this coun'ry, therefore, God has a great
object in view. They are the instruments
appointed to mould the character of a
great people, to ¢stablish and develope free
institutions, and to build up, on a secure
foundation, the liberties of a vast empire.
Let them never forget that they are placed
here by God for this purpose, And let
the consideration, that they are God’s
chosen, fill their hearts with love and grati-
tude to Him, who has thus highly favored
them. Let the thought of this prevent
them from ever forgetting God, or making
light of their great destiny. Let a sense
of their high vocation serve as an additional
inducoment to them, to be on their guard
against all sin, and animate them to
greater effort, in seeking to adorn their
characters with every Christian grace, and
every moral virtue, so that they may
commend not only by the vigor of their
character, but by the holiness and blame-
lessness of their lives, the religion they pro-
fess, to their compatriots of adifferent creed,
and a different origin. The duty which
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we have to peiform to our French C:mal
dian brethren, is a difficult and a delicate
one; but we have no doubt that by kind-
ness, and love, 2nd honest and straightfor-
ward dealing, it ean be done successtully.
Our interests are one, and indivisable.—
Our rights and privileges are alveady the
same; and we Dbelieve that the time i-
coming, when there will be a fusion of the
two races iito one people.

The Norman conquest of Enghiud must
have been felt as a trancndous calamity
by the Saxon people. Deeply for many
years must the iron, have entered into their
souls. But great as thie calamity was, ter-
aible as must have been the cases of indi-
vidual suffering, yet, in the wise arrange-
ments of a mysterious Providence, from
the depths of these terrible evils, an incal-
culable amouut of good was brought up.
The succesding history of England proved,
and its present position demonstrates, that
the Norman conquest was, in its results, 2
blessing,—it may be a terrille cne,—but
still a blessing not only to Enrgland, Lut to
the human race.

At the period of the conquest, the
Normans were not only among the most
warlike, but among the mogt polished and
intelleetual pesple of Kurope; and they
brought over to England with them not
only their chivalry, and gkill in the art of
war; but their literature, and enthusiasm,
and proficiency in agriculture and manu-
factures. After a lony peiod of Wrongs,
and mutual jealousics, the two races
coalesced; and the noble English people
of the present day are the fruit of the
umion, which was inaugurated amidst
scenes of blood and suffering.

There is good ground for believing that
the great body of French Canadiansare of
Norman descent. Jacques Cartier was a
native of the little town, of St. Malo, in
Normandy; and many of the early settlers
balonged to the same province. The

French Canadiansthen are the descendants
of a noble race; and, if delivered from the
yoke of spiritual despotism, might reason-
ably be expected to assert for themselves a
distinguished place among the people of
tliis continent.

Tt is an interesting fact that, in the con-
quest of Canada, the Tinglish just did for
the Canadians, what the ancestors of the
Canadians had done for the progenitors of
the Engli-h a few centuries before. And
if the same gool e'lecta result uitimately
from the conquest of Canada by the Eng-
lish, as ryesulted from the counguest of
England Ly the Normany, none wiil have
greater cause to refvice than tlie Irench
Canadian people.  Whatever they may
themeelves thivk, there can e vo doubt,
that they have derived finmense alvantage
{rom their connaction with England.—
They were spared the Lorrors of the first
French revelution.  The eivil rghts and
privileges of #llwere respected, and seenved,
Their priests were nol wassacied, as their
brathren in France had Leen, by their own
countrymen. Tho English, who now so
strenuously as:orteivil and refigious liberty
for themselyer, freely conceded it to those
whom they had conquered. And now,
the French Canadian enjoys the same rights
and priviceges, a3 the British themselves;
and whatever be thcir sentiments now, they
will ere long, come to be satisfied that
they have greator advantages, under the
mild sway of Britain, than they could ever
have enjoyed, under the arbitrary domina-
tion of France. It is quite natural thag
the French Canadians should look with
affectionate interest to France. We cannot
blame them tor that, We respect them
for it. But whatever may bo the changes
in Europe, the time is irrevocably past,
for their ever again becoming politically
connected with France. And all who are
permanently settled in Canada, whether of
British, French, or Irish origin, should feel
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that they are bound to each other by the
tie of a common country, with which their
earthly interests are bound up. Let this
feeling,—that we are all Canadians now,
unite us together, and teach us to cherish
warm and friendly feelings to each other.
A closer union, we believe, is coming
among the diifurent races who inhabit
this country, when their various nation-
alities will be lost in the absorbing ome of
Canadian. And from the gradual amalga-
mation of these rces, it is prebable that a 3
nobler one may spring, than the prcsent;
stock of auy of them. The grand obstacle l
to this union is diversity of religious creed; :
but sush is our confidence in the power of
the truth, and the blessing of God upon
exertions honestly and carnestly made in
His cause. and our faith in His predicted
jpurposcs, that we firmly believe the time is
near, when a great awakening will take
place in the French Canadian mind ; when
the light of divine truth will find its way
into their souls; when they shall rise up in
their might, from the slecp of ages, and
break, like tow, those shackles of spiritual
despotismn by which their cunergies have
Lata sy long ercrnpeld, and the manly in-
dependence of their character crushed.
We SraLL BE Craxeep.—1 Cor. xv,,
51. Some men went to China once, and
because they were forbidden to carry the
silk-worm out of the country, they hid
some of the litde creature’s egys in:
the top of their staves; and #0 out of
those two dry staves came all the silkworms
and all the silk in Europe since! What a |
wonder! A poor rag-picker takes a shoit
stick in his hand, and goes into the dirty
gutters of the streets of the city, and picks
up little bits of rags and of paper. These
he puts into his dirty bag. But these are |
washed and made over, and come out the |
pure, white sheet of paper, beautiful onough |
to have the Queen write on it! Who can
doubt that God can take these poor bodies,
and out of them raise up a new and better
body? Out of the very darkness and
bones of the grave, he can make something
thai will be brighter than the sun forever|

Pray:.

There is an eye, that never sleeps,
Beneath the wing of night;
There is an ear, that never shuis,

When sinks the heam of light.

~ There is an arm, that never tires,
‘When human strength gives way;
There i8 a love, that never fails,
When earthly loves decay.

That eye is fixed on seraph throngs,
That car is filled with angel’s songs;

That arm upholds the earth on high,
Thut love is throned beyond the sky.

But there’s a power which wun can wield,
When mortal aid is vain;

That eye, that arm, that love to reach,
That listening cur to gain.

That power iz rravkr, which soars on

high,
And feeds ou bliss, beyond the sky.
ANoN.
e
The Importance ot a Living
Ministry.

How mueH MORE WOULD A FEW GooOD
AND FERVENT MEN EFFECT IN THE MINISTRY
TUAN A MULINULE OF LUXEWaiM ONESY
Such was the 1emark of one who had been
taught by experience, and who hasrecord-
ed that experience for the Leneiit of other
churches and other days. 1t is a remark,
however, the fruth of which has been but
little acknowledged and acted onj nay,
whose importance is to this day unappre-
ciated even where its truth is not denied.

The mere multiplying of men, calling
themselves ministers of Chist, will avail
little. They may be lLut “cumberers of
tho ground.” They may be like Ackans,
troubling the camp; or perhaps Jonaks,
raising the teinpest. Even when sound in
the faith, yet, through unbelief, lukewarm-
ness, and slothful formality, they may do
irreparable injury to the cause of Christ,
freezing and withering up all spiritual life
around them. The lukewarm ministry of
one who is theoretically orthodox, is often
more extensively and fatally ruinous to
souls than that of one grossly inconsistent
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or flagrantly heretical. “ What man on

earth is o pornicious a drone ‘as an idle
minister ?” said Cecil, And Fletcher re-
marked well. that « lukewarm pastors made
careless Christians.”  Can the multiplicu-
tion of such ministers, to whatever amouunt,
be counted a blessing to o peopla?  Tue
fathers of the Seottish Church, acting

~upon this principle, preforred keeping a
parish vacant, to appointing over it an un-
suitable pastor.  And when the Church of
Christ, in all Jier d:nominations, returns to
primitive example, and walking in apos-
tolical footsteps, secks to becontormed more
elosely to inspired miadels, allowing nothing
that pertains to earth to cotne between her
and her living Head; then will she give
morz careful heed to see that the men to
whom she intrusts the care of souls, how-
ever Iearned and able, should be vet more
distinguished by their spi rituality,'and zeal,
and faith, and love,

In comparing Baxter and Orton together,
the biographer of the former remarks, that
“ Baxter would have set the world on fire
while Orton was lighting a match.” How
true! Yot not true alone of Baxter or of
Orton.  These two individuals are ropre-
eentz}tions of two clasqes in the Church of
thst in every age, and of every denomina-
tion.  The Intler class are fhr ihe more
numerous; the Ortons yew may couut by
Lundreds, the Baxters by téns; yet who
would not prefer a salitary specimen of the
one to & thousand of the ])til@f?
he sP<;»h" of weizhty soul concerns (says
one of Lis contemporaries, of Baxter,) o
might fiad hisvery spirit drenched therein.”
No wonder that he was biessed with such
amazing suceass! Men felt that in listen-
ing 1o him they wore in contact with one
tho was dealing with readitics,and thase of
infinite moinent.

This is one of the secrets of wiaisterial
sirength and ministerial success.  Aud
who can say how much of the overtlowin
whidelity of the present day s owing not
ouly to thelaek of apiritual instruetors not
merely 10 the existence of grosaly unfaith-
ful anil inconsistent oty but to the cold-

ness of many who are reputed sound il

{E“Phﬁi?.‘ fen cannot but feel that if re-
, t‘éi{}On’:s worth anything, it is worth every-
z g that if it ealls for any measure of

%2l and warmth, it will justify the utmost

“When |

o

MINTSTRY.

degrees of these: and that there is no con-
gisient miedium between reekless atheism,
and the intensest warmth of religious zeal.
Mon mov dislike, detest, scoff at, persecute
the latier, yet their consciences are all the
whilo silently reminding them that, if there
be a God and a Saviour, a heaven and a
hell, anything short of sueh life and loveis
hypoerizy, dishonesty, perjury! And thus
the lesson tiey learn from the lifelesa
discourses o “the clas we are alluling to,
is, that as the men do not beiieve the doe-
trines they are preaching, there is no need
{of their hearers believing them s if ministers
only believe them breause they make their
liviog by them, why should those who
! make nothing by them scruple sbout deny-
ling them! The consistencies of the
Popish priesthood have mada Italy a land
of infidels; and ought we not to search
ourselves and see how much of modern in-
fidelity way be traced to the indolence, the
coldncss, the cold orthodozy of the Protes-
tant ministry at home?¥

1t is not merely unsoundness of faith, or
negligenee in duty, or open inconsistéucy
of life, that mars the miunisterial work and
ruins souls, A man may be tree from all
scaudal either in ereed or conduet, and yet
fmay he a most grievous obstruction in the
way of all spivitual geod to his people—
He may e a dry and empty cistern, not-
withstanding his orthodoxy. He wuy be
freezing up or blasting hife, at the very
tuie the he is spenking of the vay of life.
He may be repeliing men from the Cross
even when he is in words provisiming it—
He may be stmding hetween his flock and
the blessing, even when ho ix, in ouiward
form, litiing up tis hands to bless them—
" The same words that from warm Jips would
Ldrop s the rain, ov distil os the dew, fall
from his lips as the snow o hail, chiiling
tall spiritual warmth, and  Dlighting all
Pepivicual lite, How wany souls have heen
flost for want of oeavnestness, want of
solenwity, want of love ia the preacher
even when the words uttered were pravious
and true!

H

i We take for

granted, that the object of

L%« Rash preaching  disgusts;  Zemid

| preching leaves poor sou's fast astecp s dold
i preaching is the only preaching that
owned of Ged.”"— Rowland Hill.
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the Christian ministry is, to convert sinners,
and to edify the body of Christ. No
faithful minister can possibly rest short of
this. Applause, fame, popularity, horour,
wealth; all these are vain. If souls are
not won, if saints are not matured, our
ministry itself is vain. The question,
therefore, which each of us has to answer
to his own conscience is, « Has it been the
end of my miuisiry; has it been the desive
of my heurt, to cave the lost and guide the
saved? Is this my aim in every sermon 1
preach, in every visit I pay?  Is it under
the influcnce of this feeling that I continu-
ally live, and walk, and speak? Is it for
this I pray, and toil, and fast, and weep?
Is it for this I spend and am spent, count-
ing it, next to the salvation of my own
soul, my chiefest joy to be the instrument
of saving othera?  Isit for this that I exist;
and to acecomplich this would I gladly die
Have I seen the pleasira of the Tord pros-
pering in my hand? Have I scen souls
converted under my ministry? Have
God’s people found refreshinent from 1y
lips, and gone upon their way rejoicing #—
Or have I seen no fruit of my labors, and
yet am I content to remain unblest? Am
I satisfied to preach, and yet not kuow of |
one saving impression made, one sinner
awakcned ¥ CanT go contentedly through
the routine of ministerial labor, and never
think of asking how God is prospering the
work of my hands and the words of my
lips ¢

Nothing short of positive success can
satisfy a true minister of Christ. His
plans may proceed smoothly, and his ex-
ternal machinery may work steadily, Lut
without actual fruit in the saving of souls,
he counts all these as nothing. ~Iis feel-
ing is, “My little children, of whom I
travail in birth azain. until Christ be form-
ed it you.” And it is this feeling which
makes him successful!{  The resolution,
that in the strength and with the blessing
of God, he will never rest without success
will insure it. It is the man who has
made up his mind to confront every diffi-
culty, who has counted the cosf, and,
fixing hiseye upon the prize, has determined

. t*Ministers are geldom honoured with suc-
cess, unless they are continually aiming at the
sonversion of sinnerr.”—QwEN,

to fight his way to it; it is such a man that
conquers !

The dull apathy of other days is gone.
Satan has taken the field actively, and i
is best to meet him front to front.  Besides,
men’s consciences are really on ulge, God
seems extensively striving with them, as
before the flood. A breath of the Divine
Spirit has passed over the earth, and henoce
the momentous character of the time. as
well as the necesiity for improving it so
long asit Jasts. The “carnestness” which
marks the age i3 not of mau, but of God.
It is the fruit of God's last deali ng with
man in love, cre He smites in wrath. To
give the right direction to this earnestness
is the great business of every ome that
would be a fellow-worker with God. Itis
taking so many wrong directions, such as
scopticism, ritunalism, rationalism, Roman-
ism, &ec., that we must make haste to put
forth every effort to lead it aright. The
one true goa or resting-place, where doubt
and weariness, and the stings of a pricking
censsience, and the longings of an unsatis-
fiad soul would all be quisted, is C'hrist
Himself. Not the Church, but Christ.—
Not doctrine, but Christ. Not forms, but
Christ, Not Ceremoniecs, but Christ;
Cliist the Ged-man, giving his life for
owrs; sealing the everlasling covenant and
making peace for us through the blood of
His cross; Christ the divine storehouse of
all light and truth, “in whom are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge;”
Christ, the infinite vessel, fil'ed with the
Holy Spirit, the enlightener, the teacher,
the quickener, the comforter, so that «out
of His fulness we may receive, and grace
for grace.” This, this alone is the vexed
sonl's refuge, its rock to Luild on, its home
to abide in, till the grest tempter be bound,
and every conflict ended in vicsory.

It is to give this direction to the varied
currents of enrnestness that we must strive.
How these may multiply; what strange
directions they may yet take; with what
turbid torrents they may pour a'ong the
valleys of the carth, what ruin they may
carry before them, and with what a hideous
deluge they may yet overtlow the world,
dissolving and levelling everything divine
and good, everything true and noble, who
shall adventure to foretell ? :

Lot us, then, meet this « earnestness,”
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which is now the boast, but may ere long | selves, or else how shall we be fit instruments
be the bane of the age, with that which | of saving others from it? O do that on our
alone can bring dowu itsfeverish pulse, and | souls which thou wouldst use us to do on the
soothe it into blessed calm, «the Gospel of souls of others!”
the Grace of God.” All other’ things are e
23“. opiates, drugs, quackerics; this @ the| ~NEGLECT NOT THE BIBLE.
st (0 sl o 1| 14 i g 3 ot o iy o
that we are fo meet “ opinion:” it is the | Pook is neglected by sinful men. The votaries
TECTH or Gon that we are to wield: and, of taste and fashion will spend their days and
applying the edge of the « Sword of {he ! hights poring over the morbid pages of sen-
Spint” to the theories of man (which he | sual and fictitious narratives; yet if their God
proudly calls his “opinions,”) make hin | were to ask them if they had read the book
feol what a wel) of sophistry and folly he ! which he sent them from heaven, where would
has bec.n weavir g for Lis own enfanglentent ' they lock? Iow could they say that they
and ruin. - { had never read the precious book throughout.
It is not opiniong it man neels, it is | Whesever you go, learn not of thowe. Take
TRUTIL Tt s not theoloay, itis Gon, T  the Bible in your hand; moke it the com-
18 not, l‘(‘]lg!t?ll, wis Crner., {13 ot Jitwa- ‘ anion 6f vour wav. Tn the thiret osort of
ture and scionee, Lut the knowledeo of the proon O: T - N T( »
free Tove of Coil in o gl of Tiis oy i t“.ns world it will supply you with the wuter of
bogosten Qop ¥ T ifes o the darkness of doubt and apprehen
csion it will cast a gleam of heaven over your

<&

* “Thkuow net,” says Dichard Boch v 6w
others think. 11}1’:1,0 ;.(;.L‘]'l‘l::“‘A]\‘i:“-\if‘ 1{ “1“}}“1 path's in the struzgle of temptation znd the
ashamed of my stupidity, aiy ;vl)m\],:.‘},r’]_ f:l hour of affliction, it will lift up the voice of
that I deal no Wit my own ang Of'nx\i\\ul - warning, encouragoment, and comfort.  Never
as one thut 1 ks for fhe geat day koi"y(/th: ilot the Bible be by you wnperused. It is the
Lord; and thit 1 can have room fur alnost | 0 helm that can guide you through the
any other thou hts and words; and t!mt. cueh | ocean of life; and baingy you safely to the im-

A i :
astonisLing i ters du not wholly aphsorb my | Mortal shores. Tt is the only star that leads
mind. 1 miavel Low I ean préuch of thom | tae wandering seamen by the rocks, and

glightly and coblly; and Low I can let men [ breakers, and fiery tempests of utter destrue-
alone iu their sinss aud that 1 do ot wo to | ton, anl points him away to the heights of
them, and heseerh them for the Tord's suke, to | everlasting blessedness. The Bible contains
repent, however they tuke it, and whatever | the only {ood that can satisty the hungerings
pain and trouble it +hould cost, me. ]:-;ddom ; of the soul; it presents us with the only laver
come out of the pulpit hut my (\(',“;‘(.i e | in whicl we can wagh ourgelves and be clean;
smiteth me that I have beon no more ;(‘,.ilou‘ it alone tells us of the gariments that are worn
and fervent in such o case. It :10("1<;x41, m,'.‘ in the courts of heaven; it iz from the Bible
not so much for want of ornamenta :imvf (“Gv_ alone that we learn to prepare a torch to conr
gancy, nor for letting fall an uxihandmn‘)é i duct our footsteps  throughout the valley
word; h"lt. it arkelh me, «Jlow (;uu]‘iq,.t]mu of the shadow of death; and it is the Bible
gpeak of iy and death with suelr a heart?— | alone which can introduce us at last to the
How couldst thou proach of heaven and hell | glories of immortality.—| Dr. Tollock.
n :‘:“Qh a careless "'Z'\’(‘liy manner? Dost thou [ ~os -
believe what thousovesi? - Artthou in carnest EVIL THOUGHTS.
orin jest? Tlow canst thou tell poop}«; that ——
z’;o’: 1“;}(‘)}?} "11]:‘};!11:51(;1211 tilhi]t somuch misery is | Beware of evil thoughts. Thoy lave
acceted with 17 4Sh;;u1(;£-1n:’bmld be no more | done great misehi-f in the world. Bad
8UCh 5 honrlo o1 aomast thounot weep over | thoughts come firct, Lad words follow, and
a people, and should not-thy fears inter- 5 : Vot
Y ner-1 had deeds  fmish  the pregress. Watch

ruptthy word-? & i

=7 Sheuldst thiou not cry aloud . s

| . R g & 1 . + JpTv e - dnayr
and shew the, theip transgressions; anel i amainst them.  Strive against them,  Pray

treat and hesee, then as for life and death?” against them.  They prepare the way for
Truly this is the peal that consgience doth ring | the enemy:

In my ears, and yot i
s, yet my drowsy soul will not
be awakencd. O whe Y

“Bad wonght is a thief: he aets Lis part;

ardencd hot! it a thing is a senscless Creeps through the winduw of the heart;
cart! O Lord save us from the Axnd if he once his way can win,

8gus of infidelity and hard-heartedness our- He lets 8 hundred robbers in”
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GOD’'S LOVE OF THE WORLD.

“@od 80 loved the world that he gave his
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should net perish, but have everlasting
life.”—Joun iii. 16.

Gop, Himself, 158 the Founrain of all

ness and groce. The ¢unspeakable
gift,) which has flowed from Ilis perfect
love, is His own Son: and the object which
God so loved, the world—a world of
ginners who are enemies to Him by wicked
works. Herein is love, not that we loved
@od, but that He loved us, and scot His
Son to die “for the ungodly,— to seck and
to save that which was lost.

When you read that God gave His Son,
you are told that th: Lord Jesus left the
glory which he had with the Father hefore
the foundation of the world: and that
having become ¢ a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief) He endured on the
eross the full measure of the wrath of God
against sin; all of which He did and suf-
ferad that sinuers who believe might be
Jorgiven and saved. Thus has God dis-
played both 1is grace and His holiness.—
His holiness in the strength of His hatred
against sin, proved by His pouring the
wrath due nnto’ it upon the head of His
Son: His grace in the depth of His love to
sinners, which thus provided for them a
perfect, free and everlasting salvation.—
But the measure of the love who cun tell?

Will not the force of this question reach
f:ou, when vou consider that the only
i3

ving (God gave His beloved Son on ihe"dwds, which they would have done had

behalf of sinners, who by their ' works deny
Hix glovy aud his Godheud ?

God not only gave His Sen, as the first
great act of His love: but when the world
bad cast Bim out, and crucified him, He
rawsed Him from the dead, and exalted
Him to His own right hund, as The Prince
and The Saviour, * to give ropentance and
remission of sins.

The ena for which Go has shown af

- this love towards sinners s—that ¢ whoso-

ever believeth’ in His Son ¢should not
perish, but have cverlasting life.”  All men
doaserved to perish, and all must have perish-
ad, had not ¢ God so loved the world.—
And further, the gift of the son of God
was 10 more desired by men than it could
have been deserved: vet he came to save

GOD'S LOVE OF THE WORLD.

sinners from the pit of desauction,—from
the ¢ lake of fire; and to give them *ever-
lasting life”

Everrasting LiFr!  Think of that—
Think of the froe forgiveness of all sins:
and of living and reigning with the Lord
Jesus, as a child of God in a redeemed and
glorified body, and in the presence of the
glory of God.

Do you ask, ‘How may this salvation
become my own? 'F'o this there is but one
reply: ¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.”  For ¢ whosoever
believeth in Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life” Tn Him alone there is
salvation: and if He is reccived by you, as
Jesus of Nazurcth, ¢the Son of God,
¢raised from the dead,’ and ¢« Lord of all,
this salvation shall be yours at once and for
ever.

Consider, now, the sin of despising this
great love of God, and of not receiving and
confessing Jesus Chuist the Tord. Think
what must be the consequence of this
greatest of all sins. Ask yourself the
cquestion, « How shall T escape if I neglect
so great salvation ¥  Reccive the free grace
of God: depend aloize upon the precious
blood of His r1sex Sox, for pardon and
cternal life: confess Jeus ¢ Lord of all)
and prove it in your own souls that ¢ Gon
18 LOVE.

v

Sevr-Rigureous.—It is no uncommon
thing for men to flatter themselves that God
cannot be displeased with them because
they have omitted to do a greal many bad

they not been restrained by the fear of the
law or of public opinion.  The soundness
of such moralily is very well exhibited in
Lessing’s parable of “The wolf on his
death-hed.” « A wolf lay at his last gasp,
and was reviewing bis past life. It is
true,’ said he, ¢I amasinner, but yet T hope
not one of the greatest. 1 have done evil,
but 1 have also done much good. Once,
I remember, a bleating lamb that had
strayed from its flock camo so near me, that
I might easily have throttled it; but I did
it no harm.” ‘I can testify to all that,’
said his friend, the fox, who was helping
him to prepare for death. ¢I remember
perfectly all tho ciroumstances. It was just
at that time when you were so dreadfully
choked with that bone in your throat’”
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THE ELABORATE SERMON.

Bene orasse est bene studuisse.”~M. Lutugr.

1t was a week in summer-time—
In August, fifty-three,
A modern pastor sat him down—
He took his pen and seratched Lis crown,
To do theology “up brown,”
So vmart @ man wus he.

A text he chosc—a sermon wrote.
About the « fatted calf:”
{le tolled away the whole week long.
To rectify whate’er was wrong,
Aud make it elegant and strong;
But ’twas too long by half.

e cut it down—he wrote it o'er.
Retonching every point—

Till ke was pleased it read so well,

And pride begen his bresst to swell,

"T'o think how hisbrave speech would teli—
Ho smooth in Ymh and joint.

The Szbbath cane:—to-duy, thought he,
My people must respect i

My talents more than e'er before;

And thongh they may not cry encore,

Will usk to huve me preach it o'er,
Because of it effeet.

8o, marching to the sacred desk,
He uttered forth “his views"—
Declaimed about the calf so fat,
But finished fecling rather « flat;”
For half his congregation sat
Aund slerabered in their pews.

Returning home, dejocted, sad,

e turned agide to pray;
His soul was humbled to the dugt—
e prayed and felt that pray he must.
‘And exercise a irmer trast,

Or elee must « go away.”

His strength was spent—he’d done his
best—
Yet oll had been in vain;
While half his struggling heart within
Reproached him that he did not win
A single soul from guilt and sin—
e ne’er would preach again.

When Monduy ceme, he prayed again,
Then went from deor 40 door;

He saw the sick, the lnme, the blind,

And words of blessings left behind,

Till haif he thought to change his mind,
And preach one Sabbath more.

)
|
|
|
!
i
|
|

!

But what? and how? he wept and prayed
Then sat down sore perplexed:
For ah, o busy ull the week,
On what theme could he hope to speak?
He took his Testament in Greek,
And ransacked for a text

Before the book he kuelt, and pruyed
Tor guidance from on High,
Poor man!—what sorrows filied his breast!
He felt he needad sleep and rest,
Yet he must try to do his best,—
A good text inct kis eye.

A sermon on it zoon he plamad,
And gketebed its meaning plain.

He coull not elegautly write:

Twas Saturday, and nearly night,

And he was in « woful pght—
He knelt and prayed again.

The Sabbath c¢xme—a lovely morg—
The pastor prayed again;
Then handbly forth in fear he went,
With spirit meek und penitent,
"o where Lot Sabbath he hed spest
1is choirest strength in vain,

He rege and read the opening hywnp—-
Drew righ to God in prayer;
3ut judge of his extrome snrprise,
When, closing, he obeerved sl eyes
Suffused with tears, and heard decp sighs,
As if the Lord were there.

He roge {o preach, though sore opuressed
And mortified was he:

For oh, his zermon was so slim,

The light it gave ro very dim,

"Twas strenge all eyes were fixed on him:
What eould they wish to see?
(lix words—they seemed to fall with

power,

Tacreh simple wovds were they:
So sirple, he eonld hardly bear
To utter thema; bat alter prayer
The peaple whizpered everywhere

How well ke peeached that day.

The humbled prstor homeward went,
Ashemed to show his face,

To think so smert a mzn as he

Should lower himself full one degres,

By preaching what he deemed to be
8o very commonplace.

That weok, sbased, before the throne
He monrned, he wept, he prayed;

But ere another Sabbath came,

"The pastor, iu this “prayerful” frame,

Discernei a little kindling flame,
Which soversign grace displayed,
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THE BOY WHO CONQUERED.

In many a sonl—which blazed and burned | cigar in his hat. This was cnough. <My

‘With pare revival light—
Whatcould it mean? The Lord was there,
‘Who scorns the weapons men prepare,
Yet honors humble, fervent prayer—
‘Who, not by power or might,

Nor by the wisdom of the wise,

His kingdom buildeth up;
But by his Spirit strikes the Llow
Which humbles e'en his haughtiest foe,
And opes in Achor’s valley low,

To faith, a door of hopc.

Till he, who oft in wisdom’s pride
In vain had preached the word,
Beheld with joy God's work go on,
As day by duy some ransomed one
‘Was built on Christ, the corner-stone,
And glorified the Lord.

Where is the scribe? and were the wise?
Hath not Jehovah said,
His folly wiser is than men?
Yet oh, what thousands still complain
Their labor in the Lord is vain—
Yet, tell me how they prayed,

And I will tell you why they failed
Their hearer’s Learts to win.
No human voice the dead can wake:
But he who pleads for Jesus' sake,
Impreszion cannot fail to make
On souls deep sunk in sin.

THE BOY WHO CONQUERED.

Some fow. years ago, a lad who was left
without fathcr or mother, of good natural

abilities, went to New York, alone and !

friendless, to get a sitwation in a store as
errand-boy o otherwizw, till he could com-
mand a higher position; but this boy had
been in bad company, and acquired the
habit of calling for his ¢ Litters’ occasionally,
because he thought it looked manly. He
smoked cheap cigas alko,

He had a pretty good education, and on
looking over the papers, he noticed that a
merchant in Pearl-strect wanted a lad of
his age, and he called there, and made his
busiress known.

f ¢Walk into the office, wy lad, said
the merchant. ¢TIl attend to you soon.’

‘When he had waitedl on his customer,
he took a seat near the lad, and he espied a

boy, said he, ‘I want a smart, honest,
fatihful lad; but I szee that you smoke
cigars, and in.my experience of many years,
I have ever found cigar-smoking in lads to
be conneeted with various other evil habits,
and if T ain not mistaken, your breath is
evidence that you are not an exception.—
You can leave; you will not suit me.

John—for this was his bpame—held
down his head, and It the store; and as
be walked along the street, 2 stranger and
fiiendless, the counsel of his poor mother
came forcibly to his mind, who, upon her
deatli-bed ealled him to her sido, and
placing her emaciated hand upon his head,
said, ¢ Johnny, my dear boy, I'm going to
leave you. You know what dixgrace and
misery your father brought on us before
hia death, and I want you to promise me
betore I die that you will never taste one
drop ef the accurred poison that killed
your father. Promise me this and be a
good Loy, Joknny, and I shall die in peace.’

The sealding tears trickled down Johnny’s
cheeks, and he promited ever to remember
the dying words of his mother, and never
to deiuk spirituous liquors; but he soon
forgot his promise, and when he received
the reliuke from the merchant he remem-
berel what his mother said, and what he
had promised her , and he eried aloud, and
and people gazod at him as he passed along,
and the boys railed at him. He went to
his lodings, and throwing himself upon the
Lied, gave vent to his feelings in sobs that
were heard ail over the house.

But Johr had moral courage. He had
energy and determination, and ere an hour
had pasted he made up his mind never to
taste a drop of liquor, nor smoke another
cigar as longashelived.  He went straight
buck to the merchant.  Said he, ¢ Sir, you
very properly sent me away this morning for
habits that I have Leen guilty of; but, sir, T
have neither father nor mother,’and though
I have oecasionzlly done what T ought not
to do, and have not followed the good
advice of my poor mothor on her death-
bed, nor done as I promised her I would
do, yet I have mow made a solemn vow
never to drink another drop of liquor, nor
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smoke another cigar; and if you, sir, will
only try me, it is all I ask.’

The merchant was struck with the de-
cision and energy of the boy, and at once
employed him. At the expiration of five
years, this lad was a partner in the business,
and is now worth two-thousand pounds.—
He has faithfully kept his pledge, to which
he owes his elevation.

Boys, think of this circumstance as you
enter upon the duties of life, and remem-
ber upon what points of character your
destiny for good or for evil depends.

«THIS IS THE GOSPEL.”

A few days after one of my meetings, I
learned that one of the Roman Catholics pre-
sent on a previous occasion, had been affected
to an unusual degree, and in an unusual man-
ner—that his mind had been so distarbed and
his feelings so agitated by something that had
been said, that he could not rest that night in
his bed—that since then his whole thonghts
seemed absorbed and lost in the one subject
of hig soul’s salvation—that he believed hir:-
self a lost man, without hope and without help
—and that so completely was he overwhelined
by these feelings, that he was unable to attend
tohis ordinary work and necessary occupation

I sent for him. When he came, he looked
worn and haggard—wan and pale. Tle had

the appearance of wakeful nights and troubled |
days. He was silent for a few moments after |
I'spoke to him, but it was because he was |
unable to speak. After he had recovered, be'!
told me that all he had suffered arose from
what I had said on the subject of Purgatory, !
—that till that evening, when he heard me
speaking about death and the after-death, he |
had always believed in a Purgatory—that ‘
Purgatory wasinstituted for Catholics, and that
hell was reserved for the Protestants~that he
left the Protestants to their own fate. and al-
ways looked forward to Purgatory for himself;
that he knew, and God knew, and no man knew
80 well as himself his own sing, and that he
had been taught to look forward to suffering
for a time in Purgatory, till he could atone for
all and be savedinthe end.  And now, said he,
In & paroxysm of feeling, you say there is no
Purgatory!

There was no Purgatory. It was gone—
goneforever! And there was—now~—nothing
—~but Hell! He uttered the awful wordsin

OW, solemn, low tone, that gave them an op-
Palling significance. And a shudder seemed
to pass over his whole frame. +He paused and

gazed ag if looking intently into another
world.

3

1 then spoke very gently—I felt keenly fod
him—to remind hi‘;{],g&mt‘ywhen 1 toldnltyhem
that there were no purgatorian fires after death,
there yet was something else infinitely more
powerful, and infinitely more efficacious for
purging away sin before death.

O yes, yes, he exclaimed—the blood of
Jesus—the blood of Jeruz, “The blood of
Jesus, Christ His Son, cleanseth {rom all sin.™
'Those were the very words you read from the
Bible. They sunk into my very heart, and 1
remember them well.  And this, he added, was
the secoud thing that was on his mind. Yoa
have taken away all hope, he said, by taking
away purgatory, and then you raised my hopes.
—0 so high!—by speaking of the blood of
Jesus.

'This led to a long converzation, in which I
reminded him of the truth that had already so
strongly affected him, namely: that the blood
of  Jesus Christ was the true means of atone-
ment for the sinner. 1 read the words: “Be-
hold the Lamb of (iod that ‘ taketh away the
gins of the world;y’” and again, “The blood of
Jesus Christ, HisSon, ‘ cleanseth from all gin.”*
And I observed that if Christ has taken away
the sins of his people there can be no need of
a Purgatory to take them away again, and that
i’ the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin,
emphasizing the words “all sin,” there can be
ne sin, venial or otherwise, remaining to be
chased away in the fires of Purgatory.

He at once exclaimed, that the two things
were incongistent.  They could not both be
true. And he added earnestly, that his hope
must be in the blood of Jesus Christ,—Blessed
be Tlis holy name!

I said that he was right, but that he might
see how full and clear the Word of God was
on the subject, I would read some other pas-
suges, that showed that Christ and only Christ,
by His blood, took away our sins. I then
continued, we read that “we have redemption
through fis: hlood, the ‘forgiveness’ of sins.”
Eph.i. 7. Weread of Him ag “having for-
given all trespasces, ‘blotting out’ the “hend-
writing of ordinances that was against ug.”——
Col. ii. 12. We read, “Every branch that
beareth fruit, He ‘purgeth’ it, that it may
bring forth more fruit” Joln xv. 2. We
read, “ How much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eterual Spirit offercd
Himself without spot to Glod. ‘vurge’ you.
consciences from dead works to serve the
living God?” Heb. ix. 14. We read, “He
ig faithfal ard lust to fergive us our sirs, ard
to ‘cleanse’ us f{rom all unrightcournesa™—
1 Johni. 9. We read of those in glory, as
those who “have wached their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamh”
Rom. vii. 14. And as verse after verse was
read, his eye would brighten, and his cheek

18 .,
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glow, and his countenance smile, while his ex-
clamations, at one time, “the precious—pre-
cious blood!” at another, “the words are
sweeter than music,” and again, “ that *is the
blessed—lessed truth,”—all showed that the
Holy Scriptures were doing their destined
work.

But, 1 continued, we have notdone with this
doctrinc.  There iz no truth in the whole of
Revelation more certain, than that the suffer-
ings of Juesus Christ are accepted instead of
the safferings that we deserved.  He was fore-
shadowed in all the types of the law, where
the sacrificial victim was brought to the altar
instead of the transgressor. The victim was
accepted in the stead of the transgressor, the
victim was slain in the stead of the transgres-
gor, the blood of the victim was accepted for
the blood of the transgressor, the death of the
victim for the death of the transgressor; the
throes, the strugeles, the suffering of the vie-
tim were accepted for the throes, the struggles,
the sufferings of the transgressor. ‘The whole
ceremonial represented w vicarious stonement
The law demanded the saffering of the trabs-
gressor, but the law was satisfied to accept the
suffering of the sacrificial victim in bis stead.
This was the type of Him, who is our sacri-
ficial Victim, “ the Lamb of God that taketh
away the cin of the world.” 1le has heen our
sacrificial victim; His suffering, 1is blood,
His death, has been accepted as a victarious
atonement, {or our suffering and blood and
death. It istherefor the prophet says “ Surely
He hath borne our giicfs and carvied oir
sorrows; yet we did estecem lim stricken,
smitten of God and efflicted. But he was
wounded for onr transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of
our peace wasupun Him, and with 1lig stripes
we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own
way, aird the Lovd hath laid npon Him the
iniquity of us all.”  Isa. liii. 4—6. Tmis 15
TAE CGoserr.  And this it is, that, while it
comforts and encowrages the heliever, con-
founds that fiction, which would teach us that
Jesus Chrict remits the gnilt without vemitting
the purishment of sin.

- - .S

A TRUE STORY.

The Hebrides, as you know, my dear
child, are islands on the west of Seotland,
and form (as it wera) a breskwater to the
waves of the Atlantic Ocean.

The inhabitants have jitths intercourse
with the mainland, and are exposed to
great distress during the long winter, and
live chiefly ou fish, sea-fowl, and their eggs,

STORY.

'

which are found in the fissures of the
rocks.

On St. Kilda. one of the smallest and
most desolate of those islands, lived a poor
widow and her son. Her husband, a
fisherman, had perished, and left her with
one only child to cheer her sad heart.

She trained him in the love and fear of
God, and well did he repay his fond
mother's care.  He was her stay and sup-
port, though only sixteen years of' age.

The winter of 1846 will long be remem-
bered as one of unexampled suffering by
the poor, especially in Ireland and Scotland,
owing to the failnre in the potatoe crep.

Ronald and his mother suffered with the
rest in their wild sea-girt home. To help
their scanty meal, he set off one morning
to collect some of the wild-fowls’ eggs from
the ncighboring eliffs. It was often a
dangerous thing to attempt; for should
the parent bird be there, she might dart off
the nest and strike with her powerful wing
the cnemy of her young.

But Ronald was brave, and was nerved
with the desire to obtain food for his be-
loved mother.

Having reccived her blessing, supplied
himself with a strong rope by which to get
down the clift, a knife to strike the bird
should she attack him, and a basket fot the
eggs, he set off.

The view as he went was grand in the
extreme. The cliffs rose perpendicularly
three or four hundred feet from the sea,
whose wild waves dashed madly against
them, and then broke into fantastic spray,
glittering like so many gems in the bright
sunshine of a fine frosty morning.

Nor was young Ronald generally indif-
ferent to these glorious scenes. Oh no!
for he had learned to look on them as the
works of his loving Father's hand. But
now his eye was heavy, and his heart was
sad; for anxious fears arose for the future,
and he saw not in the distance the steamer
approaching, laden with food sent by kind
Christian hearts in England for the poor

L starving people.

Ronald now reached the highest point
of the clift whence his eompanions were
to let him down by a thick rope of many
plies.

It was fastened round his waist, and he
was slung down until he got half way; he
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then gave the signal te his friends to halt
Opposite one of the fisenres in which the
birds build. ;

He planted his foot on a slight projection
of the rock, grasped with oune bhand the
knife to defend himself should the bird be
on the nest, and with the other tried to take
the eggs, :

Just then the bird flew out, and with its
strong wing attempted to strike him, He
fnade a blow with hiz knife, but, O horror!
in place of striking the bird, he cut the
cord, and, having severed most of the
plies, hung suspended by only a few
threads,

He uttered! one wild shrick.  Below him
raged the wild abyds of waters!  Above
him rose the steep clif! He hung sus-
pende ! midway!

His companuions saw lis danger, and
gently tricd to draw him up.

As they draw in each coil, Ronald feels '’
thread after thread giving way. !

«“0 Gol, save me! firy "
agonizing pravar. o

“0 God! comafrt iy dear mother,
was his yext, o closing his eyes on thal
awful scens, he felt the cord gralually |
breaking. ’ i

Another and another pull—then a snap i
—now he fecls. but one thread supports
}u_m. tle opans his eyes, heis noar the top,
!ns friends reach over to grasp him.  He
18 not yet within reach. One more haul of
tbg rope. It strains, it crackd under his
weight,

He looks below at the datk abyss of
waters yawning to receive him—above to
the glorious heavens, whence alone he looks
for help.

He fee's he is going.

He hears the wild ery of his conpanions;
. the frantic shrick of his fond mother, as

- they hold her back from rushing to try
and rewcue her precious child from des-
~ truction. '

~ He knows nomore.
He becormes insensible.

But just as the rope gives way, a strong

and grasps him, and at the risk of being
d!'agged down the cliff, one of hiz friends
saves him, and places himn in his mother's
armg, '

. His prayers were heard. God did save
him. God did comfort his mother.

was s

Allis dark around.

STORY. 15

And now, let me ask you to apply this
story and to think of your life as a eord,
and each year as one of the various plies or
threads of which it is composed. Every
year, ar it ends, i3 (as it were) the breakin,
of a ply; and when the last goes, you wi
be ushered into the presence of God,
“to give an account of the deeds done in
the body.”

You know not, of how many or how few
plies or years the cord of your life may be
composed.

Obh, then! thiok, ere tho last ply gives
way, of Him who is able and willing to
save you and all who come to himn, through
Jesus Clirist, his well-beloved Son,  Cling
to his alinighty arm; and you will be quided
into that calm haven, where no lond
billows roar, no storms rouse the wild
waves, but all is peaceful, bright, an:d happy,
buecause sin, and consequenily sorrow, can-
not enter. /

e O e

WISt

REPLY.

I was sitting in a publiz room,as Brig:hon,
wheve an infidel was haranguing the com-

i pany upen the absurdities of the Christian

relizion, I could not but be pleased to ceo

how easily his reasoning pride was put to

shame. e qnoted those passages, <1 and

my Father are ot ¢ Lin them, and Thou

in me? and that there are three persons in

onz God. Finding bis auditors not dis—

posed to appland his blasphemy, he turned

to cne gentleman, and said, with an oath,

‘Do you believe such nonsense?  The

gentleman replied, ¢ Tell me how that candle

burns? ¢ Why,' answered he, ¢ the tallow,

the cotion, and the atmospberic air pro-

duce the light! ¢Then they make one

light, do they not? ¢Yes' «Will you
tell me how they are one in the other, and

yet but one light¥ +No, I canviot’—

¢« But youbelieve it? e conld notsay he

could not. The company instantly made

the application by smiting at his folly;

upon which the conversation was changed.
This may remind the young and inexpe-
rienced, that if they believe only what they
can explain, they may as well part with
their sences, being surrounded by the won-
derful works of God, ¢ whose ways »re past
finding out.
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THE GOOD NEWS.
January 1st, 1861

To Our Readers.

Authors seem to find the writing of the
preface the most difficult part of their Look.
Preachers usually find the introduction the
moet difficult part of their sermon, and
like them Editors also, if wo may judge
from our experience, find it most difficult
to write the introductory article to their
readers.

We need hardly say here, that the pre-
sent number is tho first of the “ Goon
NEews,” the prospectus of which has been
some time before the readers of the Evax-
GELIZER. It is possible that it may appear
with more defects than we, while we write,
can imagine. We trust, however, that
these will be looked on with a charitable
eye, and we shall a'm at improving by
experience, and at making every succced-
ing number better than its predecessor.

We have been induced to commence this
publication from the expressed desire of
many subscribers to ' the EvangeLizer,
who wished a larger periodicat of the same
character, and if it receive a portion of
the success that has attended the smaller
publication it will fill an important and
unoccupied place in the field of Canadian
Religious Literature. We feel, howevor,
that the dutics involved in its management
are ardnous and respovsible, and were we
not constrained by what we believe to he
the call of duty, we would shrink from the
undertaking.  We cannot help but go for-
ward when the Lord, the God of provi-
dence po:nts the way, and we look to Him
for that wisdom and grace which we need,
and which He has promised to bestow.

We trust that the title which we have
been led to adopt may always be expres-
isve of the contents of the publication, Tt
Ioay not, in each number, contain “ good

tews” in the form that every reader may
expect; but we trust that it will be a fre-
quent bearer of “ glad tidings of great joy”
to anxious awakened sinuers,who are yearn-
to know what they must do to be saved?
We trust that it will frequently carry a
“ word in season” to the desponding, care-
less or backsliding believer and a message
of encouragement to those who are « bear-
ing the burden and heat” of the Christian
warfare. We trust also, that it will be re-
freshing as water to a thirsty sou), when it
brings “ good news” from a far country of
the manifestations of the Spirit of God, in
awakening sinners, and in reviving bis
hentage

Now that we are at the closo of 1860,
and on the threshold of 1861, we cannot
take a cursory glance at the manifestations
of God's Spirit and providence in the
church and in the world, without seeing
that they are pregnant with hope for the
future, and that they eoxcite the liveliest
expectations that the day of the Lorp
draweth nigh.

Look for example at

Italy.

What a sudden and unexpected change
has come over it. Only a few days ago
the Pope seemed secare in the hold of his
temporal possc:eions. By his power he
feitered the gospel, persccuted its suppor-
ters and raired up bariiers to prevent it
from entering within the limits of his
But now his temporal pos-
wessions are reduced, his power i3 shat-
tered, and almost the whole of Italy is
f ee to the Heralds of the cross.

Look at CHINA, the latest intelligenco
from which, tells us that « Pckin is fallen,
and is in the hands of theallies” Though
this intelligence awakens our sympathies
for the thousands of our fellow-men who
must have suffered from the horror of war
and from the desolation it brought to their

dominions,

hopes and their homes. We cannot but
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#eo that it is the opening of a wide and
effectual door for the “ Good News” of the
Kingdom, and that sooner than we expect,
‘the whole of that vast kingdom may be
leavened with truth, and even a ¢ nation
born in a day.” :

Look also across the border, to the com-
motion in the South and the secession of
one of the States from the Union. It
seoms but a speck on the horizon of
American politics, but it may be that it
will swell into terrible magnitude, and pour
its torrents of fury on the land cursed with
elavery. It may be that it is the « begin-
ning of the end” of human bondage, and
the first indications of that retribution
which must sooner or later come on the
people who shut their ears to the cry of
oppression.  If it be so, we shall pity and
pray for those over whose head the tem-
pest shall break; but we shall also rejoice
in the healthy calm that succeeds, and in
the liberty that allows that all men are free.

These and many other indications in the
world, concurring with the various forms in
which the Spirit of God is manifesting
Himself, conspire in preparing our minds
for great things. 'The Revival of Religion
in Great Britain and Ircland,” in America
and on some parts of the Continent—the
va~ious forms which Christian energy as-
sumes—the zeal for Missions and the great
regard for the lapsed and the fallen, which
characterizo our day, are all encouraging
indications. To the record of these and
other manifestation of the Spirit and Pro-
vidence of God in the world, the “ Good

Nows” will be partially devoted.
It is of course impossible at the outset

of a pnblication such as this, to say.

exactly what class of articles shall receive
a place in its pages. Refloction and ex-
Perience may modify or change our views
on minor points. But it is dué to our readers
and ourself to say, that like our « Evan-
gelizer,” it will at all times be strictly un-
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denominational and will have for its sole
object the interests of the Kingdom of
God in the world. o
In an undertaking of this kind we need
and look for the co-operation and prayers
of God’s people. We ask our readers to
belp us, just in so far as they think we
are doing the Lord's work. We are not
conscious of having any object other than
advancing His cause and promoting His
glory, and if any of them are disposed to
help us, they can do 8o in various ways.
Some can subscribe and others can pro-
cure subseribers.  Some can write original
articles, and others can send us extracts,—
Some can send us accounts of revival work,
and others can send us « News of the
Churches.” But all can pray forus, And
itis of great importance that they should
do so. The press has an influence, often
of tremendous power, that affects both
pulpit and pew. That it may have an in-
fluence for good only in our hands,
BRETHREN PRAY FOR US.

e

Wordsr to the Wigﬁers of Souls,

This is thetitle of a little volume thrown in
our way, published by Nisbot & Co,. London,
which we have read with pleasure and profit.
It is not a recent production as we think it
was published in the early numbers of the
¢ British Messenger,” and in its present form
has pas:ed into the seventh edition; but
though not receutly produced it is fresh
enough to interest, stirring enough to arouse;
and well adapted to benefit the class to whom
it is addessed, m our day. 'We rose from its
perusal deeply humbicd on account of our
sins and short comings, and firmly resolved
that for the fnture we would pray more and
labour more than ever in winning souls to
Christ. It is a book that every minister of
Christ would fecl himself the better for
perusing; and if some friend of Clrist's were
to send a copy 1o every mirister in the land, it
would undoubtedly prove :: blessing.

We would do it ourselves if we were abls,
but as we are not, we shall do what we can by
transferring some of its chapters to our own
publications.
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Sabbath | Lessons.

The two lessons in this number are in-
tended as aids to Sabbath School Teachers
and Parents, and are therefore commend-
od to their attention. We bave not followed
the example of those who breach up the
lesson, and put it in the categorical form,
as our ohservation hasshown us, that when
that is done teachers do not stuly the les-
son for themselves, Lut take the printed
lesson to the school and ask questions
from it. We mean ours to be an aid in
studying the lessons, an 1 expect that teach-
ers will study the lesson thoroughly for
themselves; and leave the periodical at
home when they go to teach the class.

We are aware that many Sabbath
School Teachers in the country, have not
access to suitable volumes for aid, and have
not the advantage of Ministerial assistance
and advice, and we trust our lessons will
prove useful to them in preparing for the
lambs of the flock.

Copies of the « Scheme of Lessons” for
the year are kept on hand, and will Le sup-
plied to Sabbatk Secbool Teachers at 6d
per dozen.

The following lessons will appear in the
2nd pumber of the « Good News,” pub-
on the 15th January.

For Jan’y, 20th,—The Garden of Eden,—

Qen., 1. 8, 25.
27th,—The Angel appearing to
Mary,—Luke i. 26, 38.
“ Feb'y, 3rd,—Ths Fall of Man,—
Gen., ifi chap.
Articles bearing on Sabbath Schools and
the best mode of teaching, will appear
from time to time.

“« £«

B Mercies make a humblesoul glad,
but not proud. A humble soul is lowest
when his mercics are highest; he is lasst

when he is greatest; he is most poor
when he is most rich.

The Dying Peer.

I had always thought religion was a
melancholy thing, but I now fiud it is the
ouly thing worth living for. Here am I,
a poor penitent sinner, clinging to the
cross of Christ; all ia peace, &ll is right.”

Such was the death-bed testimony of
Lord Fitzhardinge, an “English noblemen
lately deceased. He had gieat poseessions,
fine tulents, a vigorous intelloct, vast influ-
ence, and a frank and generous disposition,
with the will and the means to try the
world, and le did try it to the full, and
found it vanity.

While he wasnot w.s unbeliever in Chris-
tianity, Le was an oljuctor i it, hecause he
thought it was a «melaneholy thing.'—
He lived in pleasure and alas! knes not
that he was dead while he livel: for no
man cared for his soul, and no man spake
to him about it, until he was advanced in
iife, when a Christian minister reminded
hiin that he had a sowl to be saved or lost.
It was a woyd in seuson, inducing reflection,
and was the means of lis conversion to
God. 1lis dying wstimony stands at the
head of this paper. '

Reader, let me remind you of the same
solemn fact. You havo a sou! to be saved
orlost! Have you ever seriously thought
of this? or are you Lieing deccived as Lord
Fitzhardinge was, by the idea that religion
is a melancholy thing? Do as he did, try
it, and you will find, like him, that it i
“the ouly thing worth living for.”

Should any one who reads this paper,
conclude not to try. it, he will assuredly
find, and that perhaps shortly, that it is a
very melancholy thing te die without it,

Especially do we appeal to you, for if
you try it now, not only will you find safe-
ty and happiness, but we may hope, you
will be useful to others.  You have delayed
this matter long enough, delay no longer,
for delays are dangerous. Leave not tho
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Vvast concerns of eternity to the mercy of a
moment. Decide now and try;it, and God
will help you.

“ Let reason vainly boast her power,
To teach her children how to die;
The sinner in a dying hour -
Needs more than reason can supply ;
A view of Christ the sinner’s friend,
Alone can cheer him in the end.
Montreal, S. M.
THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER AND
HIS RULE OF LIFE.

“For more than. forty years 1 have so
ruled my lifethat when death came I might
face it without fear.” Such were the dying
words of the Christian soldier, Sir Henry
Havelock. He had a “ rule” to live by, to
guide his thoughts, words and deeds.. And
what was that « rule?” It was the Bible
—the Word «f God. That was his rule
of faith and j. -actice. His companion in
all his travels, at iome or abroad. W hether
surrounded by the splondor of an eastern
mansion, on the camp ground, or on the
weary march, it was always by his side or
on his person. Nay, more, he could ray
with David, « Thy word have T hid in mine
heart.” Tt was a “light to bis path and a
lamp to his feet” his rule.

“The lamp from off the everlasting throne

Which merey took down.”

Being guided by this rule, when death
came he faced it without fear! « Come,”
said he to his son, “come and sce how a
christian can die.” Brother what is your
rule of life? Have you any rule? Are
you being drifted about on life’s ocean like
a ship without rudder or compass? Pause
3 moment and consider what must be the
inestimable rosult of such culpable negli-
gence or obstinance—wreck and ruin.

Take the Biblo—that despised and
Reglected Book, as your rule; and like « Sir
Heary,” you will face the «last enemy”
Without fear.  Lifes path is full of intricate
Windings, snares, and pitfalls, and any other
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rule would endanger your safety, the Bible
will prove your best guide. Many a gallant
ship has heen wrecked for the want of a
true compass. Many a traveler on the
mountain wilds has been lost through the
recklessness or incompetency of his guide,
and many a precious soul has been lost
through the neglect or refusal to take
Havelock’s « rule”—the Bible—as the guide
of life. Brother, life’s journey will soon
close, and then, oh then, we “cross the
line” and find ourselves in the shorelesss
ocean of eternity, saved or lost forever.—
Take the Bible then as your rule of life,
that—

“Star of eternity! the only star

By which the bark of m%n could navigate

The sea of life, and gain the coast of
bliss securely I”

Montreal. S M

!

The Evangelzer.

The Evangohzer has now a circulation of
15000 copies a month, and is supplied as
heretofore at the low charge of Twenty-
five cents a month. Those who subscribe
for the « Good News” will have no need
for the Evangelizer, as the matter that ap-
pears in the latter will also appear in the
former,

B o R

A= Grace is asweet flower of paradise,
a spark of glory

L&~ Seneca calls sloth “the nurse of
beggary, the mother of misery.” And
slothful Christians find it so.

AF Oune of the ancients used to say,
that humility is the first, second, and third
grace of a Christian.

A= A humble soul is like the voilet
that by its fragrant smell draws the eye
and heart of others to it

¥~ Those sing shall never be a Chris-
tian’s bane that are now his greatest burden.
It i8 not falling into the water, but lying in
the water, that drowns. It is not falling
into sin, but lying in sin, that destroys the
soul. If sin and thy heart are two, Christ
and thy heart are one.
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The Year of Gracc.

A History of the Revival in Ireland, A.D.,
1859, by the Rev. William Gibson. Pub-
lished by Gould & Lincoln, Boston.

This is a work not ouly of deep interest,
but of great ability. From what we knew
before.of the great work of God in Ireland,
during the year 1859, and of the character
of the writer who undertook to describe
it, we expected great things, and our cx-
pectations have been more than realized.—
The writer begins with a brief sketch of
the planting of the Scotch colonyin Ulster,
from which it would appear, that though a
goodly number of the early settlers might
be godly men who had fled thither for
couscience’s s:ke, still that a Jarge propor-
tion of them were wild and reckless adven
turers. They were followed by some
seven presbyterian ministers, whoso labors
were accompanied by extraordinary suc-
cess, inasmuch that, in the course of a

‘shert time, the lawlessness of the early

settlers was tamed and they wero trans-
formed into a race of God-fearing and
sober men. - A revival in short took place
about the year 1628, which, according to
the testimony of the elder Fleming, « may
be said to have been one of the largest
manife.tations of the Spirit, and of the
most solemn times of the down-pouring
thereof, that almost since the days of the
Apostles hath been seen.”

The author then records the sad declen-
sion which took place in the Irish Pres-
byterian Church, with the gradual revival

~ of sound doctrine and ministerial activity;

and after that proceeds to give a view of
the spiritual condition of the Church im-
mediately before the breaking forth of the
great revival in 1859; from which it would
appear that though the people were
generally intelligent, moral and well in-
structed in the doctrines of religion, yet that
they were in most places, in a cold and indif-
ferent state, havinga profession of religion.

GOOD NEWS.

“They were a people,” it has been said,
“ trained to reason, warm in party and cold
in religion—among whom capital crime
was rare, true piefy equally so, religious
fervor dreaded, and fanaticistn unknown;
whose wanderings had been towards uni-
tarian, not erthusiasm, and whose wills are
remarkably unyielding.”

It ia evident, however, that there had
been, for many years, a gradual prepara-
tion for this great work, both in ministerial
activity, and devotedness, and missionary
effort among the people; and above all, in
the fell impotency of mere human exertions
to renew the corrupt heart, and make men
really new creatures in Christ. It has
been thought by some that the account of
the great American Revival eerved as a
match to kindle the holy fire, the materials
of which bad been already provided; and
no doubt the accounts of that great work,
frequently brought before the people,
directed increased attention to the subject,
and quickened the desires, and stimulated
the efforts of many. But we think there
is sufficient evidence that, as in the case of
the great reformation, the divine flame
broke out simultaneously in several places.
It was in September, 1857, that the Ful-
ton Street prayer meetings were com-
menced in New York; and it is very re-
markable that in the same month of the
same year, a prayer-meeting was commenc-
ed by four young men in the district of Con-
ner, Ireland, which was the means of a great
awakening throughout that district. This
work went on quietly for about 18 months,
at the end of which time, there were 18
prayer-meetings held every night in the
week, throughout the district of Conner.
And this appears to have been the grand
centre, from which the awakening spread
throughout Ireland.

Itis a striking fact, and but very little
known, that a similar awakening took place

in the auturnn of the same year, in the re-
1
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Tote township of Winchester, C.W. The
I‘?Vival at this place continuzd throﬁghot;t
tie winter, and when the writer’ of this
article visited it, in the following May, he
could obtain a large meeting every night in
the weck, during the hurry of a Canadian
seed-time. Cases of prostration were
common during the winter, long kefore

" anything of the kind Was Leard of in Ire-
land, From whatever the cause, unhap-
Pily this revival did not spread; but that
1t was a genuine work of God, we have no
doubt; and though there Liave Lecn cases
of sad declension, we doubt not that the
work of God has received an impulse
throughout the districts, the effect of which
will be permanent.

The cases of prostration, in these recent
revivals in Ireland, have naturally excited
much attenti n; but they are no new thing.
In thedays of David Dixson, of Irvine, {Ley
took place extensively, and especially in the
parish of Stewartcon, from their prevalence
in which place they were termed the ¢ Stew-
arton Sicknese) They took place under the
preachings of the Wesleys, Whitfleld and
Ven. They took place during the great re-
vival in Arran during the early part of this
centnry ; and we have the privilege of know-
ing oue able, calm, and most excellent
Wesleyan Minister in Canada, under whose
ministry, at least one very remarkable case
took place some years ago, in tho neightor-
hood of Brockville. They are extraordi-
nary, but we donot look upon them as
out of place. When the awful truths of
religion burst suddenly vpon the views of
the sinner, it seems to us more remarkable
that he should be enabled {o contemylate
them with calmress, than that he should be
overwhelmed by them. ,

We have seen various altempts to ac-
count for them on natural principles, but
We believe they can be accounted for on
o other principle than that they arise from
the powerful application of the truth, by
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the Spitit of God to the soul, aud theyap~
pear to serve substantially the same pur-
pose to the world now, that miracles did
in the days of the Apostles ¢ they compel
attention, to the subject of religion, and af-
ford visible evidence that there is a mighty
spiritual power at work. :

This subject is considered fully ard ju-
diciously in Professor Gibson's book, and
statements given from several intelligent
ministers, who have had much experienco
in the matter. We shall make a quotation
from the account giv.n by the Rev. W.
Johuston. ¢ In this class” (the careless)
he says “the bodily manifestations seem
to have been Llessed. These manifestations
have been far too much ta]l«;d about, and
regarded by many at a distance, as if they
formed the whole work or ths prineipal
feature of it. This is a great mistake. In
our congregation, there were not many
cases of the kind; but such :8 did oceur,
served to my certain know.edge, very much
the purpose of the rushing mighty wind
preceding the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, They
aroused the slumbering mass; they startled
whole streets; they called special attention
{o the dcep conviction of the person affect-
ed; they awed and awakenel the minds of
mauy, whom ecuricisity bad brought to
come and see, and they employed and
over-ruled to send many back to their
Lomes and their closets, to think of their
own lives, 1o cry to God for their own
souls, and to look back to Christ for par-
don and acceptance as they had mever
looked bLefore.

One great excellence of Professor Gib-
son’s hook consists in this,—thatit is made
up in no small degree, of papers written by
miuisters, and others giving an account of
the revival'in their districts. Many of these
papers are written with great power, and
have the advantage that they contain the
testimony of highly educated and trust-
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_ aworthy men, who give an account o whatl
they themselves heard and saw. Wuinler- |
. fulindeed are many of the scenes w lhich
they describe, reminding one strongly of ‘
what took place in New-testament ties; |
and we feel persuaded that the careful and |
candid perusal of this book will do moreto
remove doubts as to the truths of religion,
than the study of the most elaborate trea-
tises on the evidences of Christianity.

Nothing has struck us more foreibly in
the perusal of this book, than the extraor-
dinary elevation of intelleet manifested by
some of the converts. The washer-wo-
man’s prayer given at puge 245, atfords an
instance of what we mean.” And we may
mention that we have seen letters written
by people in the common rank of life, in
Ireland, to their friends in this country,
which for correctness of thought, and ben-
ty of expression would have done credit to
the most educated ‘and intciligent.  And
we have witnessed similar things ourselves
in canada,—pravers offered up by unedu-
cated women, which for appropriateness,
power, and beauty of expression, we have
never heard surpassed in any circumstan-
cen.

It is our privilege to live in extraordin-
ary and exciting times, when God scems
to be coming forth out of his place, to tread
upon the high places of the earth. Thrones
of iniquity, and ancient system of supersti-
tion and spiritual despotism are crumbling
to pieces. Judgments are being poured
out on heathen, Mahomedan, and Popish
nations ; whilst God’s choicest blessings are
being bastowed on those nations when true
religion is respected and held in honor. We
* know not but that by these special spiritual
blessings, (od may be preparing his people
for times of trial and cuffering.  But how-
ever, this may be, let us strive and labor,
aud pray that we in this land, may be
made partakers of similar spiritual bless-

ings, so shall we be fitted etther for times
of trial, or times of rejoicing and triumph.

LESSONS.

THE CREATION OF MAN.—Ggsr
818 L. 26, 31.

FIRST.—THE COUNCIL.
Let us make man, v. 26. This langnage

i conveys the idea of a council where indi

viduals are present, and is different from tha
employed on the other days, and on the crea
tion of other objects. There God suid, “ Let
there be light,” v. 3, “ Lct there be a firma
ment,” v. 6, &e., &e. Here God said, « Let us
make man.” The waters brought forth the
fowl, v. 20, and the earth brought forth the
cattle and creeping things, v. 24: but God
Himself proposed that the (todhead should
make man.

Let vs make man. This word us proves
the plurality of the Godhend. We know
that earthly sovereigns usually ¢peak in the
plural; but we have authority from Secripture
to warrant ue in believing that a plurality of
persons is meant by the wor€ rs when used by
God.—See Gen. iit. 22. John i 1, 3. The
unity of the Godhead is taught also by this
guestion being submitted to the other persons;
and the propossl being harmoniously carried
out, v. 27. Before the council was held, a
place was prepared for man.  IHis habitation
was fully furnished. Every thing was pro-
vided that was calculated to make them happy.

SECOND.—MAN MADE.

Man wasg created on the last day of Creation,

"v.31. He was the last &)ject created,
and the most perfect of the living crea-
tures brought into being, v, 20 24.

Man differcd from animals inasmuch as they
were made after their kind, but he was
made after the likeness of God, v. 24, 25.—
Gen. ii. 7.

Man was created after Angels. They existed

- previous to the creation of the universe.—
Job xxxviii. 6, 7. Dan. vii. 10.

Man was made lower than Angels. Pgal
viii. 5. They are represented as excelling
in strength. Prol ciii. 20.  They occupied
a superior abede, for they were placed in
heaven and surrouncded the throne, while man
wag placed on earth~—Psal. cxv. 16,—~and
worships God at his footstool. They were
made epirits—Heb. i. 7.—pot having flesh
and bone,~Luke xxiv. 39.—while man was
made with a living soul and a material body.

Man was created male and female on the sixth
day and both were called Adam,~—~Gen. v.
2. Mark x. 6. Matt. xix. 4—1In the crea-
tion of man, notice is particularly taken of
the distinction of the sexes, which is not
adverted to in reference to the other cres-
tures. )
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Luther regards this as an intimation that;

“the woman was also created by God and
made a partaker of the divine image, and of
domiuion over all,” and adds, “ We should ob-
serve from the expression, that the women
should not be excluded from any honor of
human pature, although she is a weaker vessa}
than the man.
THIRD.~MAN MADE FROM THE EARTH.

Man was made from the dust of the ground.—
Gen. ii. 7.

Man was called Adom—Gen. v. 2+=which is
an indication that Le was of the earth—1
Cor. xv. 47.
an was made to live from the products of
the earth. Herbs woere appointed for the |
food of man, v. 29, 30.—Psal eiv. 14.:
Some individuals have inferred from this!
that man and the lower animals were at first
granted only the use of vegetuble food; but
it seems natural to conclude that nothing
more is to be inferred than that plants are
the ultimate support of animal life.

Man’s name and food teaches him what he
wag, what he is and what he will be,~Gen.
iti. 19,~—~and the consideration ought to
make him humble—Gen. xviii. 27. ‘Do
you know who I am?' is the indignant ques-
tion which the lips and lives of some men
ask. Creation answers, ¢ Dust thou art, and
unto dust thou shalt return.’

FOURTH.~—MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.

Man was made in the image of God,—Gen. i.
27. A photographic likeness of a man is
an image of him, and though small, is very
correct. Man at first wag, so to speak, a
photographic likeness of God. He was a
small but accurate representation.

e was made in the image of God:—

L In body. It has been a long time as-

" sumed that only man’s soul was made in the
image of God,  We think the whole man is
meant, because:

L The plain meaning of the language
conveys that idea.

2. All that we know of God is from the
Seripture, where He is represented as having
eyes, ears, mouth, hands and heart.

3. The Lord Jesus appeared to the Old
Testament Church in tKe form of a man.
To the New 'Pestament Churches, in the
body of a man, and now he stands at the
right hand of God, a man as well as God.

4 Angels hehold God's fuce,~Mntt
xvui. 10.

. - 95 God revealed his back

+ Exod. xxxiii, 18, 23.

. 6. The fall of man destroyed God’s image
1n his body, and the death of the body is,

parts tvo Moses.

J
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in consequence necessary; before it .an be
rostored to the same image a glorifiedbody.

1. The fact that God is a spirit, and is
omnipresent, is not inconsistent with the
idea which these reasons support, that God
manifests himself to angels and to men in s
form, and that form, that of man, the highest
order of being.

See note from Owen.*

IL. In soul—Gen. ii. 7. The soul is the
thinking principle; including, of course, all
emations and passions. It is told in stoty
that an infidel once asked a little girl what
her soul waz.  She replied, ¢It is my think.
It was an excellent answer. Man's soul was
made in the image of God.

1. Tnvisible,—~1 Tim. 1. 15.

2. Tutelligent,—Job xxxv. 18.

3. Immortal—Matt. xxv. 46.

111 In Spirit. Man was made a living soul.
Gen. ii. 7. Man in Seripture is represented
as comprizsed of three parts, Spirit and soul
and body,—1 Thess. v. 23. Some com-
mentators say that “the sou] is the seat of
the emotions and passions—and the spirit is
that portion of his nature, in virtue of which,
men i¢ areflective, reasoning, knowing, intel-
lectual being.” To us that distinction ia .
not intelligible. We think that the spirit
is that property of the soul given to Adam
which is called the living soul, which died
when he fell, and which is only brought to
life again, when God, by His word anew,
breathes life into ‘the soul. Man unfallen
had a living soul.  Man fallen has a soul, &
dead sonl. Man renewed has a living soul,
bronght to life by Christ, who was a quick-
ening Spirit.  « Hear and your soul shall
live,’~Isa. Iv. 3. The spirit of & man is
the candle of the Lord,—Prov. xx. 27.—
This living soul was made in the image of
God. In righteousness,—Kece. xxix. In
Holiness,—Eph. iv. 24, &c., &c.

FIFTH.—THE IMAGE RESTORED.

The image of God in man was destroyed by
sin,—Gen. iii. 10. The same likeness reap-
pearcd on earth in the man Christ Jesus,—
2 Cor. iv. 4. Col. i. 15. This image is
restored to man o:.y in connection with
Christ.

¥ Owen in his work on the Holy Spirit,
says: “That our entire nature was originally
created in the image of God, T have proved
before, and it is by all acknowledged. Our
whole souls, in the rectitude of all their facul-*
ties and powers, in order unto the life of God,
and His enjoyment, did bear his image.—
NNor was it confined unto the soul only; the
body also, not as to its shape, figure or natural
use; but as an easential part of our nature, was
interested in the image of God b’y a partiei-
pation of original righteousness. :
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THE ANGELS VISIT TO ZACHA-
RIAH'S.—Luxke 1. b, 25.

This lesson is about an Angel’s visit. They
frequently visited this earth with special mes-
sages, and on special occasions, in Old Testa-
ment times. They visited Sodom,—(en. xix.
1. One visited Manoah,~—~Judges xiii. 3, 9,—
and others,—2 Sam. xxiv. 17. 1 Kings xix. 5.
They did so in New Testament times. An
angel visited Mary, Luke i. 26. Peter, Acts
xii. 7, and Herod, Acts xii. 23. They visit
the earth still 43 ministering spirits,—Heb. i.
14,—watching over aud taking care of those
that fear God,—Psal. xxxiv. 7.

FIRST.—THE PERSON VISITED,

‘Was one Zachariag, who lived in the day of
Herod the king of Judea,—Luke i. 5,~—about
1866 years ago. This was the same Herod
who caused the children of Bethlehem to be
murdered, thinking that among them he would
destroy the child Jesus—Matt. ii. 16.—
Zacharias was a pricst, whose duty in common
with others, was to offer sacrifice to God, in-
struct the people and intercede for them.—
‘When the priests had become numerous, David
divided the whole body into twenty-four
classes or courses, which were appointed to
do service in weekly rotation, so that each of
the courses had to attend at the temple twice
in the year, for a weck cach time. Of the
twenty-four courses, that of Abijah wusg the
eighth,—1 Chro. xxvi. 10, 19. He had a
pious wifenamed Iilizabeth, and they were both
righteons. Some individuals are righteous
before men; but they were righteous befor2
God—in secret as well as in open day—in
their heart as well 23 in their outward actions.
Mary Lundie Duncan tells of a ministar who
made it a matter of conscience to control his
thoughts. Those who are righteous belore
@od always do. Zacharias had no child be-
cause Elizabeth was barren.

SECOND.—THE TIME OF THE VISIT.

It was while he executed the priests office
before God, burning incense, whichk was per-
formed every day, just hefore tae morning and
evening sacrifice. He was in his turn in the
temple, in the Holy place which none but
priests dared enter. This Holy place separated

* the holy of holies from the court of the peopie.
Xa it stood the table of shew bread, the golden
candlestick, and the golden altar of incense.—
On the altar a fire burned, over which the
priest held the incense; which as it was con-
sumed filled the air with fragrance. The
angel appeared staoding on the right side of
the altar of incense; and when Zacharias saw
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him, he was troubled and afraid,—Luke i.
11, 12.

If a good man like Zacharias, whileengaged
in performing his duties in the temple, was
afraid at the ap ce of an angel; what
st & bad man feel, whep suddenly breught
in the presence of God.

THIRD,~—~THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT,

Was to announce to Zacharias the birth of
a 8oy, v. 13. When the Queen sends one of
her servants fo a foreign country on an errand,
tho object is of some importance. So if the
Lord of hosts, the King of kings sends an
angel from heaven on o message, it must he of
great importance—it must be for an adequate
object. In this case the adequate and impor-
tant object, was to put honor on prayer.—
Zacharias had prayed long and fervently for a
gon. God kept him long waiting; but His
delays are not denials. Ile kept him long
waiting; but He gave him something worth
waiting for. e gave him a good son, who
would be a joy to his fether—Luke i 14.
Prov. x. 1. He gave him a great son. One
great in the sight of the Lord, and none else
are great—Luke i. 15, 17,

The Rev. Dr. Judson late in life, remarked
that he never prayed for anything but he got
it, at one tim2 or another. This is the ex-
pression of most saints. If they pray long
and earnestly for anything they usually get it,
thouxh it may be alter loug delay, or after they
have forgotten that they had prayed for that
object. :

FOURTH.—THE RESULT OF THE VISIT.

It drew out Zachariag’ unbelief. He had
prayed for a son, and though God sent an
angal from heaven to earth, to assure him that
his prayer was heard, he was not satisfied~—he
wanted a sign. He forgot the example of
Abraham, who took God at His word against
probability,—Rom. iv. 18, 21,—and God re-
buked his unbelief, by smiting him with dumb-
ness for a scason.  “ Without faith it is im-
possible to please God,”—Heb. xi. 6.

Lzarn 1st—Like Zacharias to be righteous
before God.

«  2nd,~Like him to pray for what you

want.

«  3rd,~Unlike him, believe whatever God

tolls you whether you understand
it or not.

B%F He that wants love to his brethren,
wants one of the sweetest springs from
whence agsurance flows. A greater hell I
would not wish any man, than to live and
not to love the beloved of God.




SCRAPS OF GOOD NEWS,

Scraps of Good News.
Y1

The Christian Medical Society of Lon-
don was formed seven years ago, with' the
definite purpose of bringing Christian men
of the medical profession into closer fellow-
ship, and with special reference to the
8piritual welfare of medical students, who
attend lectures and examinations at the
various schools and hospitals in the metro-
polis. The number of. medical students
who repair anuually to London is estimated
at 1200. They form a class which is ex-
posed to peeuliar temptations, and vp to a
Tecent period, no man has cared for their
souls. Now a goodly and increasing num-
ber of them are gathered into classes for
the study of the Scriptures, presided over
by Chritian physicians and surgeons.—
Those already in Christ have found
spiritual aliment and fellowship, while
others are brought into an atmosphere of
purity ; separated from evil companionships,
and many of them areled to the Saviour's
feet. The writer had the pleasure of attend-
ing the annual meeting of the -Christian
Medical Society. It was a most unexpect-
ed and gratifying spectacle—a large room
crowded to the doors with medical men and
medical students only. There were only
tWo persons present who did not cither be-

long to the profession, or were not candi-
datga for it. The addresses delivered by
Senlor medical men were most stirring and
suitable, and a devout and earnest spirit
-bervaded the whole assembly. There is
8ood reason 1o believe that there isa rapid
Increase going on of true piety among
medxgﬂ men in London, and that the
Scepticism, materialism, and ungodliness
Which ence largely prevailed among the pro-
f§e§xon are waning fast before the light of a
living Christianity. !

2.
The promoters of the Midnight Mission
Iovement havd resumed their Iabors, and
AVe recently held another moeting at the
urant, at St, James’ Hall, Regent

Street, with"marked results. On this oo-
casion, fwenty-eight of the women present
left iriaediately after the meeting, for the
«homes” provided for penitents. Thqg
good reason to believe that many com
the promoters, or to Christian Jadies ready
to converse with them, after the meetings,
and finally and forever forsake their evil
ways. Two hundred lave already been
saved from degradation and misery by this
movement, although it was only begun in
February last. .

The movement for the reclamation of
fallen women is being prosecuted in Edin-
burgh with encouraging success. During
the past month considerably upwards of a
hundred women have abandoned their sin-
ful life, and accepted the asylums provided
for them. !

3. '

The Famaie Aid Miesion employs females
missionaties for the reclamation of outcasts,
and has been much Llest. The efforts
made for the reduction of the social evil are
all leavened and pervaded by evangelical
truth and love, and the nalvation of the
souls of the fallen, and their conversion to
God, is prayerfully and pre-eminently
aimed at.

4, :

The Bible-Woman movementin London
has now assumed gigantic proportions, and
is epreading far and wide a blessed influ-
ence among the most degraded of the
population,

Tokens of genuine Revival are not want-
ing in Ragged Schools, and among some
of the sweeps we have good reason to be-
lieve that a work of grace has manifested
its power.

’ 5.

A very pleasing illustration of the pro-
gress of home-missionary work has been
presented ia Glasgow during the month.—
The Biidgegate Mission has made such
progress in the sphitually destitute distrct
where it has Lean established, that it was
found necersary to engagethe City Hall on
a recent Sabbath, to enable all connected
with the mission to be presént at - the cele-
bration of the holy communion. The
Hall, which is capable of holding upwards
of 3000 persons, was quite filled upon the
occasion, and the sacrament was dispensed
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.
to 700 comwmunicants. This Bridgegate
Miasion Church is an oftshoot from the
Wynd Church, and is itself ready to hive
oft another congregation, as soon s means

) obtained for housin:g them, and pro-
v them with a pastor. Thus, in less
than six yeuars, the Wynd Mission Church
of Glasgow bas given birth to other twe
mission congregutions.

Revival Intelligence.
FROM SCOTLAND.

The revival movement is continuing to |

attract the attention of all who are in-
terested in the progress of the Redecmer's
kingdem, and even to strike the attention
of many who are living at casein Zion, or
outside the pale of the Christian church
altogether. Mr. Reginald Radcliffe, and
Mr. Richard Weaver, the couverted prize-
fighter, left this city on Friday the 23rd

ovember, after holding « series of crowd-
ed meetings in churches aud public halls,
and having been the me:ns of acoomplish-
ing much good amoug all clusses of the
community, from the highest to the very
outeasts of society. A circular, signed by
influential members, lay and clorical of the
various evangelical denominations, ‘has

been widely distriluted, caling  uwpon ;

Chriistian people to uniiv in prayer on
Thursday the 29th November, for an ont-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on Edizburgh
and Leith. United meetings for that pur-
pose took placein Queen Street Hall on the
forenoon of ihatday; in the New Assem-
Hall in the afternoon; and in the various
churches in the evening. In Glasgew, the
movement is still makiug gratifying pro-
gress, chiefly in connection wiith the labors
of & band of zealous young men who hold
meetings in various parts of the city, and
oscasionally (as on the evening of the 22d
ult.) in the City Hall. At Dunlop, in
Ayrshire, there have Leen exciting scenes,
which have been described as outrageous
and profzne by a portion of the local press,
but which, on the testimony of more com-
petent and trnstworthy observers, are re-
presened in a very different light. The
singing of hymus to lively iunes, and in
places not usual'v dovoted %o the worehip of
God, appears 10 : . -ufiicient in the cstima-
tion of some to war.a’ outeries about ex-
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travagance and wild enthusiasmm. The
movement i: not confined to the parish of
Dunlop, but is making -progress in Beith,
Kilwinning, and other parts of the sur-
rounding countrv, including  Stewurton,
where, as many of our readers are aware, &
remarkable work of grace took place in
1630, under the preaching of Mr. Castlelaw,
minister of the parish, and the celebrated
David Dickson of Iivine.

FROM IRELAND.

The foliowing cxtract from.a paper by
Prof. Gibson, of Belfast, gives a view of
the interesting movement now going on in
Dublin ard portions of the South. The
history and centinuous results of vhe Nor-

thern movement are well known i —

The reporta from Kingstown Laving been
much cireulated in the city, rome Christian
friends invited the Rev. J. D. Smith, of the
Congregational Church there, to conducta
weekly prayer-ecting in the Metropolitan
Hall, 'This be bas done for months, with
an interest which, o far from <kclining, is
steadily on the increase; and the place is
filled at twoe suceessive diets every Tucsday,
in the forenoon and evening, for several

- hours together, by an attendance of be-

tween two and thies thousand persons.—
This mecting, however, although it is by
fur the most noticeable in Dubiin, and has
levn a direct means of positlve good to
many, exhilits rather than produces there-
ligions fervour of the peopls,  The reading
of nurrorous letters, asking prayer, or giving
tharks for the conversion of the writers and
thewr friende, the singing of lively and
Evangelical hymns, the earnest and pointed
prayers and direer addresses, and the in-
furmal, easy, and natural character of the
meetings, render it peculiarly interesting
and attractive. Those whaose spiritual as-
pirations have found no exprestion, perhaps
little sympathy, in t'e more formal and
regular rervices of their respactive churches,
breathe here 2 congenial ‘atmosphere, and
they eagrerly throng the place.” Ministers
of all Kvangelical communions are to be
found oceasionally taking part in the re-
ligious exoreciser, ‘while others, on varied,
and even altogether on opposite grounds,
hesitate to be identified with the meetings.
Whatever opinion, however, may be enter-
tained of such services, it cannoi bo doubt-
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©d that good work is going forward in! Ulster, I had, a few weeks since, an oppor-

the oapital of Ireland. That conversions
are taking place in greater numbers' than
Usual hitherto, that a dezper seriousness
Prevails among the people, that miuisters

emselves, when they are at all in earnest,

reach more directly and fervently, and to
arger numbers, are facts attested beyond
the possibility of question. At the sume
time, there is mno overwhelming popular
movement, aud there have been no marked
or decided « bodily manifestations.”  There
are, howover, it is helieved, by those most
lm,lmaf/e}y conversant with the siate of
t lngs in that city, two featuren of its con-

Wion on whick th . eye Jf faith nuld liope

amount of energy and eurnestness that is
Infused into the various econgregational
_OPperations, in preaching, Sabbath-schools,
nd young men’s associations, Here it is
that' the roal steady work of grace is being
¢arried on, and the truth brought into con-
tact with the heart and conscience. The
Second is, the amount of praver now offer-
ed up in mestings held for that specific
}“}rPOﬁe- “I have a list before me,” says a
tiend, to whom I am indebted largely for
the above information, “ of fitty of those
Tostings, most of them unconnected with
‘ongreyations, and many more, congrega-
tional and otherwise, might be added. A

rent) . . ' y ;
Eentleman, for instmee, throws open his! ford, in which there has not been, in the

rawing-rooms; the young men of+a con-
Zregation meet by themselves in one place,
the young women in dnother; in others, the
Young men of large commercial houses by
themselves; and others, an increasing band
of God's people, are crying unto Him for
the blessing that Las gladdened so many
darts. A fecling of expectation of great
th“lgﬁ grows in many minds, and f the
whole movement i regarded by somne as
?!Vounng of excitement and dissent, it is
I:N)ked upen by others, and these the

ulk of the Christian people, as to le
“arnestly sought and heartily rejoiced in a3
8 great good from the hand of the Lord.”
uI" fome more southern districts there
4re pleasing indications of a revived religious

terest. In common with several brethren
'X’g:mted to that duty by the General

the mbly to visit the south and west, for
£ “’I};ﬂﬁs purpose of communicating in-

0 in regard to the work of grace in

tunity of addressing large and attentive

audiences—the work assigned me being in
the counties of Wexford, Waterford, Tip-

perary, Limerick and Clare; and though
there did not appear to be any decided
awakening in these districts, the interddk
created, and the sympathy evinced by all
dewominations in the statements submitted,
could not but be regarded as a token for
good.

Thus it is that the work of grace is
sprealing and perpetuating in our land.—
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvel-
lous in our ¢yes.  Our country, so long de-
pressed, hus of late years been emerging

may satisfactorily roponc.. The fizst is the * with unprecedented rapidity into a condition

of extraordinary temporal prosperity, and

now, by the visitation from on high, which
has descended upon her, she has b:en lifted

up into a new position before the nations.

May not all that has been witnessed among

ber people be Lut the commencement of a

mighty wave of life, that shall sweep on in

swelling majesty, till ithas Javed the shores
of every continent and island of the ses,

and carried as in a spring tide of salvation,

the hoaling waters of salvation over all the
eaath?

FROM WALES.

There is scarcely a connty in the Principality
of Weles, says the Rev. John Venn, of Here-

course of the last two years or so, a work of
grace more or less remarkable.

In some counties the work has truly been
marvellous and glorious beyond all precedent.
In others it has been confined to a very limited
district, and left the great body of the people
untouched.

There have heen no great leaders in this
movement, and no organization. No preachers
of burning zeal and stirring eloguence have
gone about awakening the population. The
Spirit of God has-wrought in a more unusual,
and in, as it would appear to us, a more
sovereign manuer.

Sometimes a whole congregation has been
deeply moved “ under the ordinary ministra-
tions.”

Somnetimes at a prayer-meeting, especially
a “united” prayer-meeting, the spirit of con-
viction has come down upon almost every
heart. “The second week in January,” writes
the Rev. E. Edwards, Baptist minister, at.
Llanelly, “the memorable week of universal
and united prayer, was a season of wonderful
power in this place. . Two of the meetings
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cepecially were characterized by an influence
absolutely overwhelming. So zeneral wag the
influence of thore mectings, that it reached
every individual soul; so infense, that the
stoutest heart was unable to withstand its
gearching, melting power! For three or four
months subsequent to this, accessions to the
geveral Churches became numerous and con-
stant.

Sometimes in the Quarry the whole body
of workmen have suddenly telt that they were
ginners, and have paused in their woak, under
an agonising sense of guilt, to cry for pardon-
ing mercy. In October last, two young men
came from a neighboring village to work in
the quairies cf Festiniog. Whilst they were
working they were observed to weep.—
They were in deep spiritual distrces. The
folowing duy they kept at their work till
dinner-time; but as soon as they had dined
(the men bring their dinners with them) they
got up, unable to go on with their work, and
began to ascend the mountain, intending to
pray on the mountain-top in solitude and quiet,
till it should please God to take the heavy
burden from their souls. A sudden impulse
came upon the rest of the quarrymen; every
one of them, 500 in number, followed the
young men; and soon they were all kneeling
on that mountain top; and numbers who had
been drunkards end s2cffors till that hour were-
th:n wecping and crying for mercy for them
gelves. 'I'hey continued on that mountain-top
till evening. They then came down to Fes-
tiniog, but only to carry on their prayer-meet-
ings in the church and chapels. The whole
of the following day, with one consent, was
spent by them in prayer and religious exercises
on the top of that same mountain. And =o
commenced a revival which has continued to
this day, and which has also spread through
the county of Merioneth, changing the
moral wilderness into the very garden of the
Lord.”

FROM THE UNITED STATES.

The New York Observer gives an account
of a remearkable work of grace going on at

nt among eeamen in New York.—
« Nothing like it,” it says, “has ever before
been known in the history of seamen. It is
confined to no locality, but is spreading itself
everywhere among the sons of the ocean.”

The following account is given of a prayer
mecting recently held among the seamen:—

It was he!ld on Sabbath evening in the
main aadience room of the large Mariner's
Church. The church below was densely
crowded, and the galleries were well filled.—
The Rev. Mr. Jones, pastor, took the lead of
the exercises. He gaid that the present in
many respects is without a parallel in the
history of religious interest among seamen.—

 sailors, who would take

REVIVAL INTELLIGENCE.

Fourteen sailors had that da i

fessipn of their faith in Chgrgznaaggngg cé)e:g;
received into the church. Four of thege
await the period of probation before coming
to the communion. ~They have established a
morning prayer-meeting, which is held daily
from 9 to 10 a.m. He hoped that, like the
Fulton Street prayer-meeting, it would become
& permanent institution. It was an ep-
lc}zl}x)erz}gi]ng fact thraé, ((lzwelve seamen had become

jconve, ithi

fope d}ays. within the last ten or

After the reading of some lotte
leader remarked thng; seven-eighths 5{ :ﬁ:
male portion of the audience were seamen, ag
im welL kmilw, and yet members from our ,up-
own churches would probably inqui
are your sailors? P ¥ inuine where

He would now throw the meeting open for
the meeting i i
hands, and no others but men of the 5350 wt;f]lg
be expected to speak or pray.

After prayer, u sailor sprang to his feet, and
said: “Brothers, sisters, shipmates, I al'n a
monument of God's amazing mercy and grace
I was a bold blasphemer.  Now a new song'r
has been put into my mouth, even praise to
God. It is peace within and peace without.
I cannot express my feelings.” '

Another said: “ A few minutes ago this
meeting was given to us sailors; now we will
have it. Let us have it, for we have much
to tell of the Lord’s goodness to us. The
Lord called me, while at sea. Do not say
that a seaman cannot live religious on board
a ship. It is the very place for him to live
religious. He called me on board a large ship
I soon saw that I could do nothing; oh I
could do nothing of myselfl The Lord found
me in this despair. He seemed to ask. me
¢ Are you willing to live for me now? ‘Qh,
Iam vin'llin%,, I salid. ‘Then cast yourself on
me.’ 1 cast myself on him, and i
flag to the maZt?e head.” I-camed i

Another said: “It is now ten months s
I began to love God. I found the w:;m:)‘;"
wickedness in which I was a hard road to
travel. I wag always in some kind of trouble.
I began to pray over my bad heart, and the
more I prayed the worse it seemed. I felt
that I could not live with such a bad heart as
I bhad; I went and asked the Lord to take
it—I could not live with it. Oh, I wassuch
a vile sinner. I begged Him to cleanse m
heart in His own precious blood, and he did.
ph, when I felt forgiven, can I ever tell what
Jjoy I had; It cannot be told. Now, I go to
sea to-morrow; I do not knmow that I will
ever be in such a meeting again. It is this
that moves my heart; pray for me”

. Another gaid: “I was one who committed
sin after sin, and thought I was leading a very
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moral life,. But when 1 went down on my
knees and began to pray, I' began to find out
what gin was. Go down on your knees in
prayer to God, and you will knbw what sin
is. The Holy Spirit will teach you what
your rotton Morality is, and what a poor
creature you are, and what sin ig, and
‘he will lay a load on your heart, which he
alone can take off.”

Many others spoke. When the meeting
was drawing near a close, the leader said
they would give all who wished to be re-
membered in prayer an opportunity, to mani-
fest it by rising. More than twenty rose for
prayer.

The Rev. Profeasor Yitchcock made a
few ghort, pertinent remarks, and then was
closed Ly singing and the benediction one of
the most remarkable meetings of these duys,
a8 illustrating the work of grace which is
going on among the men of the sea.

Proposed Weok of Prayer.

The Committee of the Evangelical Alliance
have proposed a week of prayer in the begin-
ning of 1861. We copy the following brief
notice, issued by the Committee of the Alliance.

PROPOSED WEEK OF PRAYER IN 1861.

Our wingionary brethren at Lodiana invited
Christians thronghout the World to begin
this year with united supplication for the en-
Jarged outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The
cordial response to their appeal is fresh in the
memory of us all. The curth was girdled with
prayer. The sun for seven days never set on
groups or congregations of praying believers.
Many striking answers to these prayers are
known to have been received. Eternity alone

will reveal all the blessings which were vouch-
safed.

The recent Missionary Conference at Liver-
pool directed their attention to the subject,
and ex%mssed their earnest hope that «the
whole Church of God through out the whole
world,” would set apart a week for special
Pprayer at the beginning of next year; and the
Promoters of the Conference have communi-
cated their desire that the Evangelical Alliance
would prepare and issue an invitatiou to that
effect. ~ A similar wish has been expressed by
the Lodiana Missionaries. The Committee of
the Alliance cannot hesitate for a moment to
undertake the duty to which they are thus
< and they do it the more ily since it
1a %0 entirely in accordance with their antece-
dont practico. -

s W
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It is proposed that the eight days from Sun-
day, January 6th, to Sunday, January 13th,
inclusive, 1861, should be observed as a season
of special supplication. This would leave the
first few days of the year free for other en-
gagements, to which, in many cases, especially
on the Continent, they have long been devoted;
and the commencement on the Lords day
would afford pastors and teachers an opportu-
nity of urging united prayer.

With a view to give something of precision
and agreement to our worship, the following
subjects are “suggested” for thought, prayer
and exhortation, day by day.

Suxpav, Jan, 6.—The promise of the Holy
Spirit. :

Moxpay, T.—An especial blessing on all the
services of the week, and the promotion of
brotherly kindness amoug all those who love
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.

TuEspay, 8.~The attainment of a high stan-
dard of holiness by the children of God.

‘WEDKESDAY, 9.—A large incrcase of true
conversions, especially in the families of be-
licvers. !

Trurspay, 10.—The free circulation of the
Word of God. and a blessing upon Christian
Literature.

Fripay, 11.—A large outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon all bishops, pastors and el-
ders of the Churches, upon all seminaries of
Christian learning, and upon every Protestant
Missionary among the Jews or Gentiles, upon
the converts of his station, and upon his field
of labour.

Saturpay, 12.—The speedy overthrow of
false religions, and the full accomplishment of
the prayer, “ Thy Kingdom come.”

Sunpay, 13.—~Thanksgiving for past revival;
and the enforcement of the solemn responsi-
bility resting on ever{ Christian to spend and
be spent in making known the name of the
Lord Jesus at home and abroad; Missionary
Sermons. .

These subjects are capable of every variety
of treatment. Union is strength. United
prayer, united praise, has power with God,

ad prevails—2 Chron. v. 13, and xx. 20-22;
Actsiv. 31-33. Every day the standard of the
Cross advances. Every day new fields of holy
warfare open before us. Every day the con-
flict thickens. The agressions on the camp of
the enemy are stirring-up all his wrath. The.
very successes of Christ’s soldiers multiply the
calls for reinforcements. Our only hope is in
God. Our expectation is from Him. Shall
we not arise, and with one heart and one voice
call upon Him from whom cometh our salva-
tion? The Lord hath done great things for us,
Showers of blessings have fallen on many
lands. There is a sound of abundance of rain.

Shall the posture of the Church be that of
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Elijab, prostrate in importunate prayer? It
was when all the people shouted with a great
shout that the walls of Jericho fel. Who
will refuse to raise the voice of supplication?
The last words of the Son of Man reverbrate
through Christendom, “Surely I'come quickly.”
‘Who will respond, “ Amen. Even so: come
Lord Jesus.” ,
C. E. Earprry, Chairman.
R e g

Change Carriages.

Riding one day from the Waterloo
Station to Kingston-on-Thames, on the
train stopping at Wimbledon, the porter
called out, ¢ Change here for Croyden?””
upon which there arose a bustle and con-
fusion, as the passengers eagorly left the
carriages to take their seats in those which
were to carry them to their destined station.
As soon as our train moved onward, my
thoughts began to move likewise; I thought
how many are thore who will one day
have to change carriages, or else lose heaven.
Thoere I sce a venerable-looking gentleman
comfortably seated in a carriage called
¢ Self-righteousness.” He imagines it will
carry him across the river of death, and
put him down just inside the city of Para-
dise; but, alas! how deceived is he; for
instead of reaching heaven, he is travelling
to hell. He must change carriages, for
none other carriage save that which is
called ¢ Curier’s RieuTEOUSNESS' goes all
the way to that city which hath for its
maker God.

What a goodly crowd there are in that
train called ¢ Ordinances” Let me look
in the carriages. There is one called
‘Regular attendance at church on Sunday ;
itia a first-class carriage. How nicely the
seats are cushioned; what beautiful easy
springe it has. ¢ Guard, where is that train
going? +To ¢Respectable City,’ sir)—
‘But those nicely-dressed people expect
they are going to the city called Sarva-
rroN?  ¢This train is not going there, sir;
they will have to change carriages.—

CARRIAGES.

‘ Broken Heart' train is the one they must
ride in.’ ’'Tis not a regular attendance at
church or chapel, dear reader, that will save
you; ’tis a heart broken by a sense of sin,
and healed by Jesus.

Bat let us look in the second-class car-
riage; it is called ¢ Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper.’ How many are there here who
are travelling in the wrong carriage, for they
imagine they are right for heaven because
they have attended to the outward sign,
whereas they must change carriages; for
outward signs, without inward grace, are
in themselves useless. Ah, ye poor mis-
guided travellers, change carriages; get in
that one called ¢ Repentance and Faith,)
or else at your journey's end you will find
yourselves lost.

«This way, sir; this way for third class
passengers; there, that's the carriage, sir, it
says on it, * Forms and ceremonies.’’ ¢Is
it going to heaven, guard? ¢No, sir; it
goes no farther than the river called Death.’
‘How am I to getacrosstheriver? «You
must change carriages; get in on the
other line, called ‘The Narrow Way to
Life Bternaly our compauny has no con-
nection with that.” Ah, my friends, if you
remain in that carriage of ¢ Formality,” or
that one of ¢ Good Works,’ you will surely
reach the city of Destruction. Oh, be per-
suaded to change carriages.

«Excursion traind this way for the ex-
curdon train! ¢« Where to? <To  hell,
sir, unless they change carringes,” Yes, ye
giddy men and women, seated so comfort-
ably in the carriage of ¢ Carelessness,” ye
are on your way to ugLL.  Thdre is no es-.
cape unless you repent of your sins, and
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; then you
shallbesevod. ¢ Theblood of Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.’

And now, dear reader, let me address
thee personally on this all-important mat-
ter. On which line art thou journeying i
In which carriage art thou seatod? There
are but two lines, and one of them you
must journey on. The one called *The
Broad Line’ leadeth to destruction; it is a
‘through line’ to hell; no passenger re-
rmaining thercon can escape; lost, lost, for
ever lost, must be his doom. This line is
apparently a pleasant one; it seemeth right
unto man, but the end thereof is destruc-
tion. Sin has its fancied enjoyments; but

]
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who w?uld feel safe, however pleasant the
road might be, if he was being hurried on-
to a precipice over which he was to
be cast? Vet thus it is with all those who
are on ‘The Broad Line; for them hell is
oPen, and into it they mustbe cast. - There
?h,m‘}dl companionship to be found on
his line; many have taken tickets, and are
niw bound for the same dostination; but
:f ‘&'Pleasure can there be in the society
Yet ﬂ“;,m;‘my. if a pit is yawning for all.—
atill 18 18 the condition of those who are
carelessly riding in the carriages of sin,
o0 the broad line of destruction. O ye
ceed‘_e& travellers, be ye warned; change
wariages, 1 bescech you. Speed your
) ,;‘i across yonder to that other line called
lifo e Nﬂ!'row. Line,” but which runneth to
po eternal; it js a ¢ through line' to the
ciz‘ uIOf ‘Salvation” Go, repent of your
lon 11688 in riding on the broad line so
th % Ask for a ticket called ¢ Faithy with
10 your hand enter the carriage called
col;“o mise,’ and you are safe. No fear of
18101 or mishap; you are safe for heaven
3ud bappiness, :
wil‘l\fu who are travelling to destruction are
ully doing so; they are each and all
‘;:)SIPOns;t')}e for their journey; they have
¢ untarily cutered the carriage knowing
of n."?‘,d.e"hnutmn is death. ¢ The wAcEs
to ﬁfe,w DEATH  All who are journeying
Tee n: ternal life, are doing soby the pure,
in Ch nertted morey of God as displayed

st JOSUB ‘ N
ETERNAL 11pp" The arvr of Godis

. ]i)r:lOppmg the figure, let mo now write
al‘eal'ly. . Men, brothren, and fathers, ye
8inner; ye have fullen in Adam,

your first, parent, and do inherit his nature,
ife bave sinned actually in your daily
® and conversation. (od’s boly word
hell, es, ¢ The wicked shall be turned into
o ere?n'd all the nations that forget God;
arer ore I ask you to consdier where you
3 ‘!ihat you are; what you are downg;
quesz €re you are going. Put not these
gt ons off, but seek t.uthfully in the
Yoo of Scripture to teply to them. If
i Teply should cause you uneasiness and
) :)qmetude, then let 1ne .tell you, that
nat.::gh you are a sinner actually and by
wharg,dyet that Jesus is the Saviour of all
for youmze. “If you believe,. Christ "died
» you shall never die; Christ and
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was punished for you, and you sball never
be punished. ¢ Believe ou the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Jesus
says, *Him that cometk to Mg, I will in
no wise cast out” ¢ Loox unto me,and be
ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.) ¢ Come
unto me all ye that l.bor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest’ ¢<The
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth
from all ¢in,’ '« WHOSOEVER WILL, let him
take of the water of life ¥rExLY. ¢Ho,
EVERY ONE THAT THirsTETH, COME !

The Orange Boy-

« Very fine oranges indeed!” said Mr,
Warner, to himself, as be saw the golden
fruit peeping from his handkerchief. ¢Nice
curly-headed boy, too ; looked poor,—is
poor, I dare say; I wish I'd given him more
than I did; pretty boy !’

O sir, if you please !—sir, if you please!

What panting voice was that? whose

hurried footsteps! Mr. Warner stood still,

and then turned his portly person,

“ Why! it's the little orange boy agam,
Well, my lad?”

4 O sir, did you know you gave me a
gold piece, sir; I didn’t see it among the
bright pennies; here it is, sir.”

The merchant stood confounded.

“ A gold piece eh?—and you have
brought it back, ¢h? Really took the
pains to run aiter a stranger, who might
have plenty of such things, and never miss
one piece. What did you do that for, boy,
eh?”

The child hung down his head, for the
man gpoke with a sharp voice.

« I thought it was right; sir,” be said
very low, half abashed. N

« Well—yes—of course it ¥as right; of
course it was. But I wondes where there's
one crange boy in ten would do it? Who
told you it was right!” -

« My mother, air. She never lets me
keep anything that isn’t my own. She
says God would be angry with me.”
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“ Your mother—yes. So my mother
taught me, or I should have grown up a
world-fearing and unbelieving man,” mut-
tered the merchant to himself. «I didnt
really think there was such honesty in all
the great city,” he added a little louder.—
“ Come, my boy, I'm goisg to see your
mother,” he said; « just lead tho way, lit-
tle hero!” _

Jobnie Macfarlane—for that was his
name—felt his cheek glow, and yet he
could not tell why. Did the man mean to
praice or blame himt How queer he was!
pleasant yet stern; and not exactly a Chris-
tian after his mothers stamp. He was
&0 glad to see his mother, standing in the
little shop, that he sprung in, and placing
his basket on the floor clung to her dress.
The good woman looked up in astonish-
ment and some dread. Of what had her
darling boy been guilty? « What has he
been doing, sir{” she asked.

“ Doing, madam, doing,” said the
strange gentleman; « he’s been doing what
J never believed any boy would do to me,
he actually returned me a gold piece given
him Ly mistake. Now, I wish to know if
that is the way you train your children?”
. “Yes, sir, she sai 1 prowmptly, smiling on
the little boy. ¢ Johnie never would have
came home with what he did not come hon-
estly by, I bring him up in the bible sir.”
~ “You do, youdo? Well, just keep on,
my womgn; give him plenty of the
Bible, and the day he's twelve years old,
1’1l take bim into my counting-room, and
make & man of him. [ promise you Ill
look out for Johnie.”

. He did look out for Johnie, as God put

it into his mind to do; <nd to day thelad,
»OWa your g’man, can say with truth, as he
oints to his own prosperoys, business, I
Eonored God, and God hak fulfilled his
promise by honoring me. ;
Evenin this way the Almighty some-
titnes showa that % ix the best’ aud the

safest way todo 1iglt nad keep his holy

commahdments.

THE ORANGE BOY.

THE OTHER SIDE.

Onee in a happy home, a bright baby
died. Onthe evening’of the day, when
the children gathered round their mother,
all sittirig very sorrowful, Alice the eldest,
seid, “ Mother, you took all the care of
baby while she was here, and you carried
and held her in your arms  all the while she
was ill; now, mother, “ who took her
on the other cide” ¢ On the other side of
what Alice?’ « On the other side of death t
who took the baby on tho other side, mo-
ther; she was so little she could not go alone;
“ Jesus met her there,” answered the mo-
ther. ¢ It is He who took little children in
His arms to bless them, and said, ¢ Suffer
them to come unto Me, and foib3d them
not, for of such is the kingdom of Heaven
He took the baby on the other side.”

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Buescrisers—We shall not acknowledge sub-
seriptions for a year in the paper, as it would
occupy considerable space to give an ex-
tended list. Subscribers, therefore, will be
pleased to mcoFm'ze the reception of this
number by mail, as our acknowledgement.

Doxarions.—~The donations are devoted by us
towards the gratuitous circulation of our
puadlications.

@ratrrtors CircuLATION.~While we distri-
bute gratuitously ourselves, we are ready to
gend parcels to Ministers and Missionaries
who may have facilities for distribution on
application. ]

Auexta—We will be glad to send a number
of copics on application to those who can
aid us a8 agents.

Posrage~The Good News, Evengelizer and
Gospel Message are delivered in Oana
da Fres of Postacr
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