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Judge Not,

BY THOMAS III(A('I\'HIC,
The New Zealand Poet,

Not understood, We move along asunder,

CQur paths grow wider as the se 15018
creep

Along the years ; we

wonder

v life is life? Ani thexz

ep—

marvel and we

we fall

Not understood,

understood. \Ve false im-
pressions,

\nd hug them closer as the years go
5

gather

by,
Till viptues often seem to ug transgres-
sions ;
And thus men rige and fall and ljve

and die—
Not understyod,
Not understood, Poor souls with stunte:l
vision
Oft measure
gauge ;
The poisoned shafts of falsehood and ge-
on
Are oft impelled "gainst
motid the age—

glants by their narrow

those wh»y

Not understood,
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Not understood.
action,
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show,
Are disregarded ; with self.
We judge our ne
20—

The secret springs of

atisfaction
ighbors, anq they often

Not understood,

Not understood,
change us !
The thoughtless sentence or the fancied
slight
Destroy long years of
estrange us,
And on our souls there falls a freezing
blight—

How trifles often

friendship and

Not understood.

Not understooq,
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lack of sympathy !
day,

many cheerless lowly
breaking !

How many noble spirits pass away—
N Not understood,

How many breasts are

For Ah! day by

How hearts are

O God ! that
clearer,*
Or judge less hashly where they can-
not see ;
O God! that men would draw g
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To one another, they'd be nearer (hae—
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men  would see a little
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Church Libraries.

T a recent convention some dispar-

ing remarks were made about

Sunday School libraries. This

may have arisen from the class of books
which are not acceptable to the scholars
or from the fact that the members of the
school are not readers, or are spending
their time on newspapers and magazines,
at any rate the remedy lies with the
school ,itself. It is quite easy to have
a small committee appointed to be on
the lookout during the year for the most
suitable books and to add to them as
funds are available. If there a.e good
books in the library, then it is the duty
of the teacher to know something about
them and to recommend them to the
members of his class. It is always in

SCHO0L BANNEE.

place for a minister to recommend a good
book from the pulpit. It is the duty of
the church and Sunday School to mould
character, and books strengthen or un-
dermine manhood, and much of the
flabbiness of will and the low ideals of
youth are due to the fact that there is
no one directing the selection of books,
and the reading is scrappy and light.

Are we as moulders of character to al-
low this condition of things to go on ?
Visit the homes of the people and look
at the family library. The people have
no strong thoughts on theology, because
our sermons are no longer doctrinal, and
there are no theological works in the
family library. We are greatly in need
of church libraries, one in every church
and open on prayer-meeting nights, where
strong books, such as the people do not
buy, but which they ought to read, may
be found. The theological habit of mind
existing among Presbyterians is due in o
great measure to the church libraries in
connection with even the smallest
churches in the old land. We have in
mind a man who was nonplussed by an
atheistic fellow-workman, who, whilst
‘knowledging defeat, went to the church
library and secured Watson's Institutes
of Theology, and studied the volume
and then returned to gain a vietory ove
his opponent.

We have known many working me
who Lecame local preachers, who could
pass a severe examination on Wesley
Watson and IPletcher, but where will we
find that to-day ?  We must not leave th
world of hooks to the devil. Christ ha
hig place in literature and he is speakin
in much of the fiction of to-day, and whi
any of our people may not read the 1
s hooks of fifty years ago, there ai
sics of devotion and great biographis

lhn will never grow old. How ar
the people, young and old, to know Z]nu 1
tiese stimulating books in biography, I
tory, sermons, essays and fiction unles
some one instructs them, and who is b
ter qualified to do it, and upon whon
dees the duly devolve but the minisi
and the Sunday School teacher, A dozer
books may form a church library, and an
address on books and reading at t
prayer-meeting will give it a start, and
one year's service will prove that it is
heneficial, by more intelligent and inter-
ested Christians, better sermons and het-
ter hearers and greater work done for
Christ.  Enlarge, refine, and strengthen
the library in the school, and help the
people with a library in the church.
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The Ne'er. Do-Weel,
BY REV, D, GIBB MITCHELL,

QUAINT little booklet in paper
covers, of some 40 bages, given us
the Prodigal Son in text and ser-

mon in the “ Braiq Scots,” by Rev. D, Gibb
in the * Braid Scots," by the Rev. D, Gibb
Mitchell, of Cramond, near Dundee, It
is published at John Knox’s House, Edin-
burgh, at ** sixpencespet "; and a line at
the top of the title page, says “ Sermons
in Braid Scots, No, 1" and we have had
a private hint that aj) the series may not
be by Mr. Mitchell, It would seem that
the infection (some would call it an affec-
tation) of writing in Broaq Scotch is
spreading,

The author says in his little preface,
“A man brocht up in a bonnie clachan,
who keepit in hig heart a' the quaint
rale meanin words 0" his kinsfolk, ae
nicht ettled to crack  wi' his flock in
the braid Scottish tongue, He l_)egude
canny an’ saft wi’ i muckle wish to
Win in the thorhts 0" the lads an’
They hearkened weel, The house
Was quate an’ the hush  bade to the
Linneren' o the hour. They gaeq awa,
illkane to hisg hame, apn' up the by-

s, thro' the glen, to the braes.
¥ne the preacher heard it was gude.”

m other sources we learn that he
thus preacheg occasionally to his flock
it Cramond, ang that when he does
0, he uses for his Sm'ip!ure—rvmunz
the Scoteh-Canadian “New Testament
In Braid Scots” of W. W. Smith, In
the  hooklet before s he first gives
eighteen verses of Luke fifteen, in his
'V style, as, “8ae he gaed and hired
himself to ane 0' the burgesses ag an

man, an' was budden £fang oothy
10 fodder the swine, Fain wad he hae
filled himselp wi' the hools that the
Swine were eatin’; an’ fient g aet did
tlody gie him,” Then for sixteen small
dges he comments on the parable and
s lessons, Ang all in the Doric,
eginning ig very beautifu], « We've a
had oor ajn thochts aloot the wa-gang
' the hame-bringin ¢ the Ne'er-do-
Vel The spendthrift loon is kent he
e an’ ', We hae a bit o him in
Oir ain hearts : what gars sae

that's

mony o' ug take 0, the story 1 4
little picture in the front shows the
Ne'er-do-wee) on a “whummi'y trouch,”
With his elbowsg on his knees, and his
fingers in hig « towzie heid,” thinking,
thinking, And then pe starts home
" Hameward pe hirples ower the lea,
an’ he hears the lowin’ ¢’ the kye, an’
the bleat, bleat, bleatin’ o' the sheep, a’
bickerin’ down the hillside—a fleecy
drove—hame to  their COSY pen to be
fauldit frae the wolveg for the nicht,
Abune hig hejq the wild birds screich,
as  wastling they flee to their roost
‘mang the weird Craggy rocks ; an’ far
abune the sough o' the wind 'mong the
Dine trees the cushie doo coog an’ b
OWer and ower again, as the big reid
sun sinks oot o sicht i' the rosy wast.
A ’thing was shoutin’ oyq at th’ pitch
0" its voice, “hame, hame, hame 1 An’
Sae was the prodigal.” A sixpence, with
a " tippence for postage, sent in Brit-
ish  stamps to Wm, J, Hay, John Knox’s
House, Edinburgh, will bring to the Scot-
tish reader g dainty « message frae
hame,”
—

The Home Department can interest
Some who have become indifferent. o
county Secretary writeg of one man who
had not entered ga place of worship in
twenty-five years, nop looked into a
Bible through a similar period, but who
has recently hecome greatly interesteq in
the study of the Scripture lessons in his
home through the efforts of a visitor, anq
has begun to attend church regularly,
A gentleman who felt that he had not
time for the half-hour of study required
each weel, wag finally induced to under-
take it, and pe became go interesied that
he studied up the hack Iessons.—Epworth
Era,

—_——

The striking title of Dr, Gladden’s new

book, * Whepe
suggests the
tinctions anq
interests
divided.

and so do
thought puts far away. The book i a
series of discussiong of the great themes
of the spirit, anq its purpose jg to bring
them very ¢lose to the daily life of
man, It sums up the convictions ang
experiences of the. author’s aetjve life
Inore than any of pig previous hooks
have done,

Does the Sky Begin
obliteration of unreal dig-
t'e union of
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Missions and+Sunday Schools.

The inquiry, “ How the superintendent
may deepen the missionary spirit in the
Sunday School ?” when translated into
twentieth century gospel language, means,
“How can the same good news of the
kingdom of Jesus Christ that saves the
heathen, when earnestly lived and taught,
be lodged in the hearts of the individual
members of the home school with such
expulsive power that it will force itself
beyond its own bounds and comprehend
in its grasp the unsaved everywhere in
the world ?” No art of speech or mere
observation of externals will reach the
vital end in view. The missionary spirit
must be begotten by the Holy Ghost in
a genuine love for the souls of men with-
out respect to earthly station or sar-
roundings—a love that looks peneath rags
or purple, pauper or prince to the soul
for which Jesus Christ yielded up his
life—John R. Pepper.

I have hope that some one will speak
the word which will awaken the Sunday
School suverintendents of this land to
the responsibilities that rest upon their
shoulders. Years ago it was the custom
of our fathers to take the children and
insist upon their going to church ser-
vices—morning service, class meeting,
and all the services of the church. It
was the rule of the fathers of the past
that they have family prayers in the
home, and on Sabbath afternvon they
gathered together about the home circle
and taught the children the way of God,
and instilled into their hearts the great
fundamental principles of religious life
and character.

Somehow the impression has gone out
that we are not as careful in these direc-
tions as were our fathers ; that the chil-
dren of all these Christian homes have
been turned over to the Sunday School
and to the young people’s societies, and
the children’s meetings for their re-
ligious instruction and training.

If thege are the facts, then it seems to
me that the Sunday School superinten-
dent, looking out upon the homes all
through the community, should realize
that upon his corps of teachers rests the
responsibility of laying the foundation
of Christian character in the hearts of
the young.—Willis W. Cooper.

SUNDAY SCHUUL BANNER.

“He Shall Gather the Lambs.”

The Shepherd stood waiting above
‘Ine deep truty hollow ;

He beckoned in tenderest love—
But the sheep would not follow.

Then he lifted them into the fold,
Ana a little they lay. there ;

But soon they were out on the wold—
The sheep would not stay there,

He said they would starve where they
were,
And I saw his eye glisten;
He pleaded, on fields green ar:l fair,
But the sheep would not listen.

Then he took up a lamb in his arm ;
* For,” he said, " there is danger
That this darling some tempest shou!d
harm,
Or a wolf, or a stranger.”

So he held it right up to his heart,
And he petted and kissed it ;

And it nestled quite close, for its part,
But the sheep—oh, they missed it!

It is safe on the bright hills above ;
But his tears are still glist’'ning,

And still he is whisp'ring in love—
And the sheep are now list'ning.

They are seeking a rest, sweet and mill,
In his wounded hand’s hollow ;

They knew he has taken the child
That the parents may follow.—Ex,

A Memory.

Because my restless baby feet
Grew weary in the fruitless quest
For her whose lovely, silent form
Had tenderly been laid to rest ;
I hold you close, my little one,
And pray that you may never miss
The clinging of a mother's arms,
The blessing of a mother's kiss.

Because 1 spent long, lonely hours,
In childish thought, and wondered
much,
And was not soothed and comforted
By kindly word, or gentle touch ;
1 joy to call you child of mine,
And tighter clasp your chubby hind;
You shall not lack for mother love,
For now, at last, I understand.

Toronto. M. J. B
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SUNDAY Scroor BLANNER, v

Book Reviews,

S——

“The Child as God’s Child.”
Chas. W. Rishel], Ph.D,
Eaton & Mains,
Briggs. Pp. 181

This  book, Says the author,
preface, is a plea for (he religious
of the child, These are
and more recognized as of b
importance, 1t claims the right of child-

ist’s Church,

By Rev.
New York:
Toronto : William

in his
rights
being more

admonition the

Jjudiciously the Sunday School
institutions, ¢ its
be but more widely
le well alike

treats
and other
wise counsels coulq
followeq it would
for the child, the Church
and the State, we commend it to gyp.
day School ang day school teachers,
Ireachers anq barents ag g help in the
training of the Yyoung,

“The Cyclopadic Handbool; to
Bible,”” Ap Introduction
Study of Sacred Scriptures, By tho
late Joseph Angus, M.A, D.D. A
New Edition, Thm‘ouglﬂy Revised,
and in part Rewritten, By Samuyel
C. Green, D.D
Toronto ;
pany. Pp,

the
to the

Com-
Price, $3.00 net,
The Bible ig again in the crucible of
eriticism, It has been subjected to the
most searching tests, The average lay
mind, and some pPreachers ag well, are
puzzled by the conflicting theories ag to
its origin, age, mtsm'lly. and nurhontivity.
An authoritative work, therefore, that will
meet these difficulties, set forth the con-
Clusions of the latest learning ang in-
Vestigation, anq give the results of ade-
quate srholnrsmp, is an important de.
sideratum,  Such a book is furnished in
this great work. It is a vigorous main-
lenince of what Mr. Gladstone calls
“the impregnable rock of Holy Serip-
wre.” Tt ‘treats in part the
Bibla as a book, the formation of the
‘anon and text of both Old and New Tes-
faments, itg many versions, ijtg inter-
bretation, its study in relation to doc-
trine and 1ife, Part II, discusses the
books of the Old and New Testaments
hislnri(-al]y and critically, throws a flood
of light on many difficulties, anq enables
the devout student to give g reason for
the faith that is in him, go large g
book at the Jow price of $3.00 is marvel
of cheapnegs,

“How to Conduct g Sunday School ; or,
Twenty-eight Years g Superin-
tendent,” By Marion Lawrence,
New York, Chicago, Toronto : Flem-
ing H. Revel] Company, Pp. 279.
Price, $1.25 net,

Mr. Lawrence is A past-master in thjg
art and science, for it

has had over thirty years

first hand experience with thig problem

With remarkable suceess.” “ Hijg book,”

says his pastor, “ig gt once a history

and a prophecy, a history of a splendid
service and g prophecy of the better

Sunday School that is to be.” It ig de-

scribed as an encyclopaedia of Sunday

School wisdom written by the most ex-

perienced writer in the field, He has

visited schools in every part of the
world, and compared ideas with more
workers than anyone person in the land,
hence there is a breadth of vision and
strength of treatment Which makes this
book a source of inspiration to all who
will read it. It  should he in every
Sunday School and church library.

Methodist Magazine and Review
{>r August,

The August number opens with 5 well-
illustrated descriptive article on Labra-
dor, hy the Editor, Then follow illys-
trated articles on « The Schiller Cen-
tenary,” “ The Russian People,” by Rev.
R. 0O, Armstrong, M.A., B.D., anq “ Tol-
stdy To-day,” by  Edward A. Steiner.
Our own land receives her share of atten-
tion in three well-written articles :
“Canada, the E| Dorado of To-day,” by
W. T. Stead, “ Outposts of Empire,” and
“In the Canadian Lumber Camps,” the
latter an account of the establishment of
libraries, night-schools, ete., in these iso-
lated industrial communities. Professor
F. H. Wallace completes his scholarly ap-
preciation of “John Knox,” and a paper
on *“ The King as a Diplomatist,” and one
on “Sydney Smith,"” the ““ wittiest Eng-
lishman of hig generation,”
usual departments of Current Topics, Re-
ligious Intelligence, i
capital number of thjg olde:
magazine,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal $
C. W. Coates, Halifax : 8, p, Huestis.
$2.00 a year ; $1.00 “or six months,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—THIRD QUARTER

Resson 1. Juiy 2-Sexvacusris's Invasiox, 2 Chron,
2. 923 Comm! vs. 16-21a. (Study the chapter.
Read Isa, chaps. 36, 57.) GouveN Texr: With us is
the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles.—
2 Chron. 32, 8.

2 July 0. —Hrzekian's PRaver. Isa, 38, 1.8, Commit
e 4.6 (Study Isa, 38 1.22) Goupes Texr: God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
—~Pea. 46. 1.

3. July 16.—Tue Surrerixe SAviovr. Isa, 52, 18 to
53.12. Commit vs. 4-6. (Read lsa, 42. 1.12; 49, 1-18;
80, 411; 61, 1.3,) Goupes Texr: The Lord hath said
on him the iniquity of us all.—Isa. 53, 6.

4. July 23.—Tue Graciovs INVITATION. Isa. 55. 113
Commit ve. 68, (Read Isa, chap. 54.) Goupex Tmxr:
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found.—Isa. 55. 6.

5. July 80.— ManAssen's Si¥ AND REPESTANCE. 2
Chron. 33. 1-18.  Commit v+, 10-18, (Read the chapter.)
Gownexs Text: Righteousness exulteth a nation; but
s#in is a reproach to any people,—Prov, 14, 34,

6. Aug. 6.—Josian's Goop Reiex, 2 Chron. 34. 1-13.
Commit vs. 1-3, Goubes Texr: Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth.—Eccles. 12. 1.

18.— Josian AND THE BOOK OF THP Law,
(Read 2 Chron, chaps.

7. Aug.
2 Chron, 34.14-28. Commit v, 21.

84, 85, and 2 Kings chap, 22) Goupex Texr: 1 will
not forget thy word.—Psa. 119. 16.

8. Aug. 20.—JEHoIAKIM BURNS THE WORD OF Gon.
Jer. 86, 21-32, Commit vs. 22-24. (Study the chapter,
Read Jer, chap, 26.) Goupes Text: Amend your ways
and your doings, and ebey the voice of the Lord your
God,—Jer. 26. 13.

9. Aug. 27.—JFREMIAH IN THE DUNGEON, Jer. 38, 1-18
Commit vs. 810, (Read Jer. chaps. 87-39.) Gouves
Trxr: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righ.
teousness’ sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
—Matt. 5. 10,

10. Sept. 8.—Tur Carriviry of Jupan, 2 Chron. 36
1121, Commit vs. 19-21. GoupeN Trxt: Be sure your
sin will find you out,—Num. 32, 28,

11. Sept. 10.—THE Live-GiviING STREAM. Ezek, 47. 1.
12. Commit vs. 8-5. GoupeN Tiext: Whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.—Rev, 22, 17,

12. Sept. 17.—DANIEL 1IN BABYLON,
Lesson,) Dan, 1. 820, Commit vs. 16, 17, (Study the
chapter. Read Dan. 2) GoupeN Texr: Daniel pur
posed in his heart that he would not defile himeel
—Dan, 1. 8,

18. Sept. 24, —Review.
keeper.—Psa. 121, <,

(Tewmperance

Goupex Texr: The Lord is ih

ORDER OF SERVICES—THIRD QUARTER

OPENING SERVICL.

1. Silence,
11. Responsive
Supt.

Sentences. (Psa. 107. 1-0.)

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he
is good:

For his mercy endureth forever,

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,

Whom he hath redeemed from the
hand of the enemy;

And gathered them out of the hnds,
from the east, and from the west,
from the north, and from the south.

They wandered in the wilderness in
a solitary way; they found no city
to dwell in.

Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted
in them.

Then they cried unto the Lord in

School.
Supt.
School.

Supt.

School.

Supt.

School.

their trouble, and he delivered them

out of their distresses,

And he led them forth by the right
way,

That they might go to a eity of habi-
tation,

Of that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness,

And for his wonderful works to the
children of men !

For he satisfieth the longing soul.

And filleth the hungry soul with
goodness,

Supt.
School.
Supt.
School.

Supt.
School.

11T Singing.
IV. The Ten Commandments, or the Apostles’ Creed
V. Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in concert
V1. Singing.

LESSON SERVICE.

L Class Study of the Lesson.

II. Singing Lesson Hymn.

III. Recitation of the Title and Golden Text by the
school in concert.

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson by Pustor
or Superintendent,

V. Additional Lesson. (Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here be introduced.)

VI. Announcements (especially of the church service
and the Epworth League and week cvening
prayer-meetings).

CLOSING SERVICE.

I. Singing.
1I. Responsive sentences.
Supt.

(Eccles. 12, 18, 14.)

Fear God, and keep his command

ments:

School. For this is the whole duty of man.

Supt.  For God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,

School. Whether it be good, or whether it bt
evil,
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| BIBLE LESSONS

W

THIRD QUARTER : STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

—_—
LESSON X, The Captivity of Judah [Sept. 3
GOLDEN TEXT, Be sure your sin will find you out. Num. 32, 23,

Avrnorizen VErsiox
2 Chron, 36, 11-21 l"tuumy//v’uu/mu'{/m;'\»,\ 19-21)

11 Zed-e-ki'ah 1was one d twenty years old
n he began to reign, and reigned oleven
s in Je-ru'sa-lem,

12 And he did that which evil in the
sight of the Lorp his God, « mimbled not
himself before Jer-e-mi‘ah (] phet speaking
from the mouth of the Loxp

13 And he also rehelled st king Neh-n-
chad-ne who had ma swear by God ;
it he stiffened his 1 A hardened his
leart from turning ung Lorp God of Is'-
ri-el,

4 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and
the people, transgressed very much after all the
abominations of the heathen ; and polluted the
house of the Lorp which e had hallowed jn

I'sa-lem,

3 And the Lorn God of their fathers sent
o them by his m 'Ssengers, rising up betimes,
ul sending ; because he had compassion on his
people, and on his dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengeps of God,
nd despised his words, and misused his proph-
‘s, until the wrath of the Lorp Se against
s people, till theve was no remed

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king
of the Chal’dees, who slew  theiy Young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctoary,
and had no compassion upon young man op

len, old man, or him that stooped for age:
¢ them all into s hand,

18 And all the vessels of the honse of God,
geat and small, and the treasures of the house
of the Lokn, and the treasures, of the king, and
of bLis brinces; all these he brought to Balyy-
lon,

19 And they burnt the house of God, and
brake down the walls of Je-ru'sa-lem, an(d hurnt
Il the palaces t of with fire, and destroyed
all the goodly vessels thereof,

20 And them that had oiu‘(':uwn] from the

sword carried he away to 1h'y-lon; whepe
¥ Were servants to him and his sons untj]
the reign of the kingdom of Persia ;

21 To fulfill the word of the Torp by the
Wouth of Jer-e-mi‘ah, until the land had ep-
loyed hep sabbaths : for as long as she Iav deso-

e she kept sabbath, to fulfill threescore and
'en years,

REVISED VERrstow,*

11 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old
when he began to reign ; and he reigned eleven
Years in Jerusalem : 12 and he di¢ that which
was evil in the sight of Jehovah his God he
humbled ot himself  hefope Jeremiah  the
prophet speaking from the mouth of Jehoval,
13 And he also rebelled against king Nebu-
chadnezzar, who had made him swear hy God;
but lie stiffened his neck, anq hardened his
heart ainst turning unto Jehoval, the God
of Israel, 14 Mop over all the chiefs of the
priests, and the people, trespassed very greatly
after all (e abominations of the nations; and
they polluted the house of Jehovah which he
had hallowed iy derusalem, 15 And Jehoval,
the God of theip fathers, sent to them by Ins
messengers, rising up early anq sending,
cause he had compassion on hijs people,
his  dwelling place: 16 Lyt they mo the
messengers of God, and despised his words, anqg
scoffed at his prophets, until the wrath of
Jehovah arose inst his Deople, till there was
no remedy,

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king
of the Chaldeans, who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary,
and had no compassion upon yYoung man op
virgin, old man or hoary-headed ; he gave them
all into his hand, 18 And all the vessels of

the house of God, &reat and small, ang the

asures of the house of Jehovah, and the

sures of the king, and of his princes, all
these e hrought to Babylon, 19 And they
burnt the house of God, and brake down the
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces
thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly
vessels thereof, 20 Apg them that had escaped
from the sword o ied he away to Babylon ;
and they were servants to him ang his sons
until the reign of the kingdom of Persiq : 21 to
fulfill the word of Jehovali by the mouth of
deremial, until the land had enjoyed its sal.
baths: for as long as it lav desolate jt kept sah-
bath, to fnlfill threescore and ten years,

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sous.
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Home Readings
[Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Association]
M. The Captivity of Judah. 2 Chron.
36. 11-21,

Jer. 39, 1-10.
Jer, 5. 10-19.

T'u. Zedekiah's fate,
W. Judgment foretold.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

|Rept. &

Th. Great sin. Jer., 32, 26-35.

F. Rebellious people. a. 1. 1-9.

8. Mourning in captivity, Lam. 1. 1.0,

8.. Rebellion punished. l,ulu- 20, 9-18.
Time.—B. C. 507 to 086G, Places.—Jeru

salem and Babylon.

The Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 68,
I!epth of mercy, can there be
uerc) still reserved for me?
Can my God his wrath Iurhmrf
Me, the chief of sinners, spare?

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 101,
Lord, in this thy mﬂ
Ere it pass for aye a

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 100.
‘With broken heart and ¢ onrrit
A lremhlim.; s nner, Lord, 1 cry
Thy pardoning grace is rich and free:
0 God, be merciful 1o me !

"s day,

On our knees we hll und pray.

Questions for Senior Scholars

1. The Sin of Zedekiah (v. 11-13).—Ilow
old was Zedekiah when he became king? Iow
many years did he reign? What power had
placed him on the throne? What oath had he
taken? What was his character the sight of

Jehovah?  What was his general conduct be-

fore Jeremiah? What was the special sin of
his rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar? Why
did rebellion against Nebuchadnez al this
time imply rejection of the God of Israel?

e Nin of the People (v. 14-16) —In a
theo v who must he at least equally infiuen-
tial with the king? What i said of the chief

What did they

of the priests? \ 4
How did they

worship of Jehovah? undo the

dedication and holiness of the temple? W\
the failed as s of the
religion whom did What t
wicked things did they do to God's messengers

priests messengs

God send?

What the wrath of the Lord? What wa
besetting sin of the common people of Judal?
3. The Destruction of Jerusalem (v, 1721
Who was the king of the Chaldees? In wh
Jews? llow

sense did God bring him upon the
did he treat the people without regard
or sex? In what sacred place did he l\nll u
What did he'do with the sacred vessels th
temple? What did he do to the temple? llo
did he treat the remainder of the ple
What is meant by “the sabbaths of the k

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

11-14).
1Tow
What

1. .\ Degraded King and People (v,
—Who made Zedekiah king of Judah?
old was he when he began to ?
was the work of Jeremiah, the prophet? 1low
did the king treat the which  the
prophet spoke to him? true to
his word tc buchadnezzar? h meant
by *the abominations of the heatl

2. The Wrath of the Lord (v, 17

Messages
prove
ha

Did he
kL W

'.’l ) —How

Questions for Younger Scholars

v have we to tell? Who was
How did he rule the captive

change did he make in Judah?
hecame ?
like

What sad st
Nebuchadn
nations? Wh
How old was Zedekiah when he
Whose grandson was he? Was he
grandfather? What did Le do?
him?

:.—

his
Who foilowed
How did the Lord try to bring him back?

The Lesson Analysis

I. The Apostasy of Judah.
1. The king (verses 11-13),
his age and length of reign),
ing Jehovah as his God, (bh)
in Jehoval's sight,

Zedekiah (note
while (a) c¢laim-
“did that which

was evil” and (e) rejected

did the Lord show his pity toward the peop
ITow did they the words of lov

favor which the prophets spoke? Why we
they angry at these servants of God? Au
whom were they fighting” Whom did th |
bring upon them to destroy them? IHow far
was this work of destruction pied? 1
what place were many of the ||N|])lv cari

slaves?

receive

? What was the

whar

3t
Can you tel
What about

What did he have to do at I
fate of Solomon's temple?

e

they took away to Babylon?

people?  What does Jeremiah tell us about
Can you tell us the story of the escape!
Where was the king taken? Why did all this

trouble have to come?

the warnings of Jehovah's prophet.
ing secured the throne of Judah by mnlf
swearing allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar, (¢) Zed:
ekiah broke his oath: and thenceforth (f) hi§
Jehovah and his rebellios

(d) Hav

disobedience of

Sept. 3]

against Ne
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2. The
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11.
Word Studies ¢
Eleven year
12, Humble
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against Nel»uchndnezznr were considered by the (e) slaughtered jts defenders, (d) showing no
prophet as essentially one crime, t mercy to high or low. (e) Thus the heathen
2. The People (verse 14), (a) The re- king wrought divine Jjudgment on Jehoval's
ligious leaders of the nation and (b) the com-  recreant Deople, .\'el:uvhnnlmzznr (f) took as
won people (¢) indulged in vicious practices spoil the treasur 5 of the city; (9) broke down
copied from the religion of thejr heathen neigh- its fortifications : (k) burned its palaces, and
bors, and (d) polluted Jehovah's temple by idol (i) carried captive to Babylon te citizens
worship, who had survived the sack of the cit
3. God's \\'nrm'ng (verses 15, 16), (a) Je- 2. The Ruin of the Temple (verses 17-20).
lovah, who from Abraham's time had counted (a) The awful slaughter had been carried into
the Iebrews gag beculiarly his own  people, the temple courts ; (b) a little latep the temple
(b) sent prophet after prophet to Warn and  jtsel wag destroyed by fire;
guide them, (¢) had compassion on them in  costly utensils consecr:
spite of their transgressions, ang (d) on the taken to Babylon as spoil, and ( | that
temple “which he haq hallowed in Jerusalem™ could not he thus made use of wepe destroyed,
but (¢) king, priests, and people mocked and 3. The Fulfillment of the Word of ]ye Lord
scoffed at God's messen and (f) despised (verse 21), (@) During all the years of .
ords, until at Jast (#) “there was no mature life Jeremiah had been calling atteniion
Y . of the people to the almost unive I disregai
he Querthrow of the Kingdom, of God's commands; but hig words were .-
Ihe  Downfall of Jerusalom (verses heeded, (4 Now that the temple was (-
N, Jehoval brought (a) N llll('llm'lll'l/,nl'. stroyed, Jerusalem ruined, and jts People (aken
£ of the Chaldean . Against Jerusalem, whe into exile, GGo 1eglected commands wepe pe.
after g long  sjege captured the city, membered while “the land™ kept its sabbath,

The Lesson Word Studies

NOTE.— These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Fersion.

The ENp.~In the year 57 Nebuchadnezzar had sent Jehoia, chin, together With many of the nohlest of
the Jews, into exile in Babylonia. 1In so doing and in exacting from Zedekiah, whom he placed on the
1 Jerusalem, o solemn oath of allegiance he evidently considered the humiliation of the kivgdom of

th suffic nder it harmless in e future, The Jews, however, had g stubbornness and o power
W) * had under stimated, and searcely hiad he returned With his army into Babylonia before
of the nation at Jerusalem wope again planning the overthrow of fopejgn Supremaey,
Kigh himself, as we haye seen in a former lesson, was aboye all weak and Vacillatin Lfi
1t Suasions of lis chief i and of the king of Lypt and, breaking his oath
’ i of one and a hal \

advi
ence of Judah from Babylonia, In . CL after a s year
took Jerusalem, captured the flecing & blinded hin, g sent him in ehains 'to Babylon, e
he royal palace, and all of the finest buildings in the ciry were burned, The walls of the city wepe

| hart torn down, and some Seventy or more of t)e higher officers and nobility wepe execnted
of the remaining inhabitants suffered exile, and only » small remnant of the poorer classes was loft
V. Instead of o king a governor was appointed, Ge th, a trusted friend of Jeremiah, wio e
his headquarters not at Je 'm, bu Mizpah,  Finall X e was murdered by arevengeful prinees
ofthe honse of Day id, but the usurp. fearing the revenge of Babylonians, fled into “2¥PL. The aged
Jeremiah was against his will taken with this party,
——
Verse 11, Zedckinhf—('nmgmru Lesson successor of Nabopolassar, He wye king of
Word Studies on preceding lesson, = Babylon from 604 to 562 B, C.
Eleven Years—I'rom B, C, 507 to J86, Had made him sweay- Ezekiel also men-
12, Humbled not himself before Jere- tions this oath of fidelity : “Ang phe took of the
miah—"T')e prophet had steadily and consist- seed royal, and made & covenant with hiy, . lie
aitly advised Zedekiah to submit and surren-  also hrought him under an oath, and took away
"t to the Babylonians (comp, Jer, 21, 1-7;  the mighty of the land" (Ezek, 17, 13).

§22; 87. 1-10, 17; 38, 17.23), But the Stiffened his neck—\Was stubborn anq

ting king though frequently asking the proud,

‘e of the prophet, partly through fear of Hardened his henrt—r‘ilnl'nlh', strengtl, -
lis princeg and partly through elusive hopes  ened Jis heart,  That is, became altoget ey
o ultimate relief from Egypt, could never  fixed in his purpose and determination not to
Iting himself to surrender, humble himself before God nor to follow the

13, King Nabnchndnenuf—’[‘hp more  advice of his prophet Jeremiah, to surrender to
‘orrect spelling substitutes an » for an n in this Nebuq hadrezzar,
tame, This was Nebuchadrezzar I1, son and 14, Polluted the house of Jehovah—T,
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what awful extent and in what manner is in-
dicated in the following passage: “For both
prophet and priest ave profane; yea, in my
hovse have I found their wickedness, saith Je-
hoval, . . . In the Jerusalem
also 1 have seen a horrible thing; they com-
mit  adultery, and walk in and  they
strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that none
from his wickedness: they are all
become unto me as Sodom, and the
thereof as  Gomorrah™  (Jer.
comp. also Jer. 7. 9-11; Izek.

prophets  of
lies ;
doth return
of them
inhabitants
\ 31, 145
N 0-16).
15. His messengers—Jeremial,
Urijah, Habakkuk, and other prophets,
Rising up early and sending —lmplying
the urgency and importance of the message and
the earnest solicitude of Jehovah who did not
fail o warn and instruct his people by means
them both early

Ezekiel,

of the messengers he sent to

and late,
16, Mocked the messengers—Ilow Jere-
winlt was imprisoned, beaten,
with death we have seen in lesson,
Urijah is reported in Jer, to have
wen put to death, and of the fate of Habakkuk,
who also lived during the Chaldean period,
nothing is known (comp, Ilab, 1, 6),
17. Chaldeans—The land of Kaldu,
which the name Chaldean is derived, lay south-
Jabylonia proper on the seacoast. It he-
part of the Babylonian empire, and II|.-
( h ildeans not only furnished the ear 3
f Babylon, but also migrated in larg
4||ln Babylonia. The founder of the new
lonian kingdom. Nabopolassar, was a Cl

from

enst of
came a

nimbers
Baby-
ildean,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

[Sept. 3

Israel and of Judah is exceeding great, and the
land is full of bloo, and the city full of wrest
ing of judgment: for they say, Jehovah hatl
forsaken the land, and Jehoval seeth not”
(Ezek. 9. 9). The punishment itself is e
seribed more in detail in ver 1-8, 10, 11 of
Bzek. 9,

18. All the vessels—The spoliation of 11«
temple and city is thus made complete by il
carrying away of all the things of value whil
remained.  An earlier spoliation had already
robbed the temple of the greater part of its
more valuable vessels (comp. verse 10).

20. To him and his sons until the
reign of the kingdom of Persia— Il
kings succeeded Nebuchadrezzar on the thrope
of Babyl before the establishment of (e
Persian rule by Cyrus, Of theses three kings

Evil-merodach, was the son of Neluy
chadrezzar. "The second, Neriglissar, secms
have been his son-in-law, though a usurp
Whether the third, Nabonidus, was a linwl
descendant of the royal house is not definin
known.

21. Word of Jehovah by the mouth of
Jeremiah—"And this whole land shall Iu
desolation and an  astonishment; and
nations shall serve the king of Bahylon s

s (Jer, 25, 11). A promise of f
restoration was ) definitely given, “\fi
seventy years ar omplished l'm' Sabylon I
will visit you and perform my good worl

rd you in causing you to return to thi

" (Jer. 20, 10). The seventy years must

counted not from the final destruction of
Jerusalem in 586 B, but from the tin

Sept. 8]

the moral
suflicient 1
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policy of
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religions 1
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md God
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events,  Bu

chadnezzar,
affairs on ex
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Tue
We are en,
and work of
tions which t
tory we have

hooks of the

used the leading into captivity of Jehoiachin Ao
the principal men of Judah with him ® ot "'_“'
from the time of which event onward th I of 1
dition of Judah was one of absolute ser 3 . Al
to Babylonia. the history of
Ak spoke in warn
The Lesson Exposition They were' co
e nition, g
ties and al s
were hejy
sengers  of
warn the eyil
foretold with |
would co
persisted

and from his time the term Chaldea was

to designate the whole of Babylonia.
Slew . . . had no compaulon—'l‘lw rea-

son for this dire punishment is stated by Eze-

kiel as follows: *“The iniquity of the house of

much worse than that of Judah, Its fall should
effective warning to Judai,
did not so prove, So at last God gave
nation into the hands of their enemioes
permitted city and temple to be hurned an
walls broken down. It looked like ut
irremediable ruin,

A Farrex Nariox

e final overthrow of the kingdom of Judah
destruction of Jerusalem was 388 years
if2or the revolt of the Ten Tribes and the
ting up of the kingdom of Israel under
rohoam. This downfall was in the year 586
The kingdom of Israel fell one hundred
l!oil’xrr'mn' vears before, and its people were
carvied into a captivity from which they never
veturned, and in which their identity was com-
letely lost, by the king of Assyria. The rulers
Tudah, from Reliohoam, unwise son of Solo-

to weak and wicked Zedekiah, numbered
these, ten that is,
they were rulers who forsook God and either
directly fostered or idolatry.  The
history of the northern kingdom had been very

have heey

i1l
and the

vas
(ay preaching,
of the doctrine
with polities,
that religion sh
Polities, Lot
rading any hog
times in which {

MoRAL Cavses oF THE FaLL
due to monl

The political overthrow was
distinet i

debasement.  This is made very witl

¥l <P LA I which he
the bistory., This is the distinguishing pecuk seen that {he
iarity of the Bible records—-they chronicle the ways based upor
political history of nations in connection with
their moral hl"lnr\' A mere political hiv Has Gon Any |
torian might write the history of Judah and \Im.\ God still

{

its final downfall without takin u]:'“'“‘ x]h.- T."w
o alevel wit

mon,

twenty-one, Of were evil:

permittod
account for
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the moral element into account. It might seem
suflicient to describe (he international relations
which the kingdom sustained, and {le unwise
policy of the last of hep kings, The king of
Babylon did not make war on Jerusalem for
religions reasons ; it was simply he
continued revolts of ey kings from lis au
thority,  But there was gn meaning in it hat
neither the king of bylon general
servers saw.  The nation was morally corrupt,
God was dealing with it on a hasis of
rightcousness, T political causes were only
secondary and themselves the results of morg]
The sacred history i particularly
viluable because it shows us this relation, [If
some one gifted with spirityal perception wepe
to write the history of our times, we would
probably be startled by the revelation of the
connection  of moral principles  with
But we must remember that
much in the world now in the days of
Czar Nicliolas, and the Mikado, ang Kings
William and Edward, and President Roosevelt,
as e was in the days of Zedekiah and Nebu-
chadnezzar, and that pe
alfairs on exactly the
then,

ise of the

nor oh-

and

canses,

passing
events, God s

Jjust as

rules  ovep Livanan

same principles now as
Tue Voicr or g Proruer

We are enabled to
and work of the
tions which

understand the chardeter
prophet by studying the rela-
the prophets sustained to the hijs-
tory we have heen following,
fooks of the Bible haye little
e not studied in connection
history  of the times in
written. Al through those yenrs covered Dy
the history of Judal and Iseael God's prophets
spoke in warning and instruction o the people,
They were commissioned to speak for God to
the nation, and they dealt not With generali-
ties and stractions, but with the things th;
were heing done hefore their eyes, These mes-
sengers of God pever ceased to reprove 1l
warn evil kings of hath kingdoms, i
with fearful viyidpess the retribution
would come upon kings and peoples if
persisted in thejy evil practices, Their
preaching was intensely practical and present-
Y preaching,  They spem never to have heapd
of the doctrine that' pe e has nothing to do
with polities, They assumed, or he contrary,
that religion should have everything to do wiih
politics, “t every reader of the Bible in
ding any bhook of prophecy find out fipst the
times in which the propliet lived and the events
With which he was connected.  Then it will he
seen that the predictions of prophecy are gl-
ways based upon current events,

The prophetical
meaning if they
with the political

which  they were

Has Gon Any ProPIETs 1§ 1ip WorLn Now?
Does God stin send prophets into (he world?
Not in the sense that their words are to he put
on a level with the words the prophets of
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the Bible, Thepe will be no collection of the
writings of either the major or the minor
prophets of this gee Lo constitute anothep Bible
for the generg Nevertheless God
perhaps a greag many
than ever in Bl le times,
man who is able (o look out on the life of his
day  with spivit-illumined and interprot
the moral meanings of passing events and apply
to the problems of the present the eternal pri;
the Moxg

le  the
acher in g
at work of
in Congress, or

ons to come,
has his prophets, more
of them now Every

eyes

ciples of rl:hh-m:ﬂnv\s, Is & prophet of
High, The prophet  of {
editor of a great newspaper, the
great city pulpit, the writer of g
fiction, a statesman
ment, the head of g
merei

to-day

industrial op
teacher iy

great

al establishment, o a

institution of
I any high place gt all, and may
only to a few. But the
still comes to men, and the,
are moved by the Holy
ears to Lear, lot

com-
some
arning,  Op Je may not
speak
“word of the Lopg»
still speak as they
Ghost,  “He thay liath
him heap,”
Gon's Exirroysiyg OF THE HEATHEY

been given

Through all this history we have
1

to see how (3o

used the Leathen

Durposes,

tions to
He made the Philis-
nd the A syrians, and
the Chaldeans, and the Egzyptians, and the Pep.
sians his agents for the discipline
people and for keeping the truth
out in the world, e
heathen kings as Lis “servants”
Not that they were
vants, but that he was making them sueh
¥ his overruling providenee, '] Jewish
people planted themselves upen the idea that
because ey were  God's prealine people e
would protect and preserve them always ngai
the heathen,  We heard much of the
thing in the beginning of the recent wyp
tween l.'u}~.~m and Japan, We were told
hecanse t the people w wshiped
in Japan at he ‘n
our ssmpathies should he on the Chris-
Forgetting that gs between pyleps
low at Christian altars on the Sabbath
0 their way to do the devil's work of
and injustice during the we
ovle who stand fop Justice and ht-
0 is likely to Lo oit the side of (he

carry out his
tnes, and the Ny rians,
ol his chosen
from dying

times of

(Jer, 25,

spoke gt

consciously Ljg

Gon'S Pexkricext Usi oF Wag

War is Unquestionahly horrille,
abnormal thing in the world,
the surgeon's table and knife
normal, - But hoth wap
! with abnorma)

and it is an
3t so also are
horrible and galy.
and the surgeon have
conditions, The funda-
Iy abnormal thing js wrong and jp-
morality Eliminate moral evil and war and a
thousand other qr wful things will disappear,
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Al dificulties between individuals and beiween
nations conld be settled if every man and all
rulers were willing to do right.  But all men
are not willing to do right.  The moral life of
A nation sometimes can only be saved by the
war.  That
Jewish nation carvied captive to Babylon, We
are told veey little about the war that ended in
the capture of Jerusalem,  But we are given a
glimpse in verse 17 of the lesson of the horrible
nature of the struggle.  Aud when the captive
away, behind them lay the
their homes,

surgery of was the ease with the

people were lod

stonldering ruins of thousands
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dead, the city walls broken down, their beaut

ful temple burned with fire,  Nothing in ol
the awful scene suggested any possible goo

And yet it was necessary to cure the nation o
its idolatey and preserve it as the future m

divm of larger vevelations of trath to the
world.  Ro, also, if we consider the great wars
of the Inter conturies, we will see that throngl
all of their eninage and misery God was work
ing to n end. And we cannot 1o
often remind onvselves that in God's sight wiy
with all of its dreadful
horvible as moral corraption,

heneficent

fentures, is not

THE LESSON PRAYER

For our own country, and for all the nations of the world, we pray
that they may not sin as the kingdoms of Israel and Judah sinned, by
doing evil in thy sight and disregarding the voice of thy messengers.
Fill the hearts of all rulers with reverence for thee and respect for thy
law, that they may not lead the people to sin as the kings of Israel
made their people to sin. Give us understanding that we may see
that thou art still working among the nations of the world in the in-
terest of righteousness, casting down the proud and exalting the
humble, that all may be brought to know that thou art God, and that
thy kingdom may be established over all.

Amen,

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

When the people of Judah went away from
Jehovah they went into captivity

Nin is sure to lead its captives into eapiivity,

Unless the sin in yon shall be cast out your
sin will surely find yon ont

Dissolution as revelatory of death as crea
tion is of a Creator,

It is by the presence of darkness
discover the departure of day,
Melody is not surer proof that the harp is in
ne than discord is that the harp is unstrung,
A man’s wndoing may be by the things that
leaves undone,

11

anywhere

that we

tu

Destruction discloses a destroyer
somewhere,
A crumbling character is a greater calamity
a crumbling kingdom,
v man's work is done so well
man’'s sin may not undo it,
Though the sinner may
can_never be rectified,
¥ ¢ out the rusty
nnot draw out the scar.
may “‘overcor evil with good," but
you cannot substitute the one for the other.

111

Your character can never be good so long as
your cheices ave bad.

that some
be justified his sin

nail from the

If you sin every day you cannot
everyday saint,

1T Christ cannot
is inadequate,
my soul,

Nothing in the world but sin ean spo
success of the soul,

Sin ix never so bad as when it gets (o
point of appearing good,

He ix already a gnilty pauper who
persuaded to think that sin pays,

Ve me from my
for that is the supreme ne

v
A oman will hardly reach his best
knows the worst and masters it.
fattery is a food that is meant for fo
Your veal friend will point out the fa
ill he too fair to flatter you,
medimes you will find the greatest
of suceess in the footsteps of him who fail
When you see wherein a man has fail
also see wherein e might have succeeded

v
sanctuary  will
any people.

A polluted undermine
moral power of
Wickedness may  boast and  bluster,
wickedness is never essentially brave,
It may have the outward show of st
but at heart wickedness is always weak
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Rebellion against (le right is alw ays the way
to rui

No matter how jf APPears, no man was ever
ruined while doing right,

¥i

The basis of God's Jove i in himself, and
therein lies the sinner's lope,

I'he captivity of gin s the only captivity
known to the soul,

I ds only within (e sphere of Taw thag life
knows freedom,

The dife of love iv (he life of liherty,

To break with Inw s 1o brcak with life

To break with he good s to bregk with
God.

Vil

I'here s CVELY  reason iy

“very
should fail; there is no reaxon why any sinper

Sinner

should suceewd,
My wishes do not change God'y winds,
e who i prompted by love wil I
be prompt in the performance of duty,

rally
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Love is no Inggard, it wings its way,

Like the fivefly, love cppprios itk own light
With it on the darkes night,

Unlike the firefly, love shines with a stendy
klow, and not by Mashes,

Vit
Hupe alwnys soog g eleam throngh (he zlooin,
The day of God's Merey has never loey iy
rom: the night of man's misery,
Fhe very sufieringy attendant npon iy g
the sure signg of God's misery,
His merey iy s Breat that, if he muosy, 1.,

Will sting us buek 1o e by the seonrge o7
pain,

It nosober trath thay, oftener than gy,
thing else, (he ministry of P s the ministyy
of pity,

It was (he painful plicht of the prodiga)
which led hin 1o sy,
my Fathep,"

“Iowill avise and K0 to

God loves us too well to let us gin Withont
suflering

The Lesson Heart Talk

Y AMgs. g,
“Whatsoever o man Roweth, that shall |
This is God's unchanging luw in
the world of mutter ad of spivit, e that
sweth to the wind shall reap the whirlwind,
e that soweth 1o the  Spirit shall of  (he
Spirit veap life everlasting, It s (e law of
tward for the g voand terrihle punishment
The listory of Judali’s gin ending in
ber sad Captivity s written for us that we
way not make any mistake in (he vital diffop-
e between sin g righteousness,
deceiving worlq,

also reap,”

of evil,

This is a
Its appearances are deluding,
iIs voices  gre misleading, 1y s full of
“opinions™ il “theories™ ahout
Wrong, bt what ppe they worth

with climate, environment, eduey
1

right  and
They ehange
0N, ssoeig
Men and women believe what s con
venient and popular,  “Posge about with every
Vind of  doctpin well  deseriles human
thought upon the MOSE serious concerns ol life
liere an hereafter,

There is no point of yiey which takes in the
Wlole horizoy except the view (ol gives us in
is Ward,  [e only knows how things hegan
Vith us, what relation one hegrs to another,
and how they will come out in that fap luture
beyond — oup ht. IIj unchanging Iaw of
Mg and reaping is Written in all the history
0" Israel and Judah ; we haye lost the meaning
i these lessons if we lave not learned this,
Tis law iy our schoolmaster tq bring us to
hrist, 0, do let ug give heed to the teaching !
I Ve go by the sight of oup eyves it does look
I IF it might make no difference whether we
e God or not, David was puzzled when
¢t saw the brosperity of the wicked, I1e came

KNOWLES
VERY  mear dosing )i faith  ana taking (e
world's way of enjoying life without regard 1o
onsequences,  We e all in danger of the
same aemplation, Men  grow vich  ami  the
world honors them  without 4 king how they
made thejp money : a girl js popular in s lety,
although ey friends  know she s
selfish and insineere, ). rowd arve Lapp,
and they  (hat

intimate
work
WLt profit iy there in being good v
Sometimes we o the folly of such thinki
in this preseng life. It iy g healthy sigy o
ethical progress that the Iwople are inquiring

wickedness gre st up,

g

into husiness methods of mey and corporations,
But whether ywe “ee it now or not the time iy
coming when (he difference between g and
evil will e clear, Let me read (0 yon g pes-
sage from the hook of Revelation - “And T saw
nogreat white throne, and )i that sat ¢p it,
from whose fyee the earth anq the henven flod
away: and there wys found ne place for them,
And I saw the dead, small and great, s and
hefore God : and the hooks were opened : and
another hook was opened, which jg the hook of
life: and the dead wepe judged out of those
things that weee written, according to
works,”

Standing hefore God!  The light will be in-
tense, searching, No one will say, “I never did
that,” or “I qiq not mean that” The Judg-
ment will he pot according to what we profess,
nor what otheis think, nor even according to
what God chooses tq Say of us, It will fye out
of the things that are “written in the books ;
things we ape writing now, every day, in
thoughts, words, and acts; yes, by what we

their
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really are. Do not let us be deceived. There
is an eternal difference between right and
wrong. Because God loves us too well to let
us suffer the penalty of a law le cannot break,
he warns, entreats, persuades us by his Word
and his Spirit to hear what he says, He sent
to Judah by his messengers, rising up betimes
and sending, or, as the Word sg “continually

and carefully,” because he sion on
them. But they mocked his messeng and
despised his Word, until there was no remedy,
They reaped what they sowed., And yet be-
cause he is the strong and ghty One, full of
compassion, Judah was left forever in
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captivity, Lier harps silent upon the willows |y

the
membered Zi
but
sweet, the
For thus
Branch of
David,
the name wk

sa

rivers of

beyond her
far-off

Babylon. She w
on,
sin and shame
strain®
ith the Lord, I

righteousness to

and Judah shall be saved,

ierewith she shall

Lord our Righteousness,

is

The law

not revok~d; but

IHer retribution

of her

ept as she re-
was sever
we hear “the
deliveranc

will cause the
grow up into
and this is
be called, The

there is always

hope for a better sowing and a glorious reaping,

for their Redeemer is strong;

is hiz nune,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1.
“There is a time, we know not when,
A point, we know not where,
Which marks the destiny of men
T'o glory or despair.”

2.

Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they

ind exceeding small;

Though with patience he stands waiting, with
exactness grinds he all.—Longfcllow,

be learned from this

3.

dostraction

The great lesson to
of Jegusalem
2l constant  effort
Warrcn,

4. Verse 12, Zedekiah
God's guide
rather to his own proud heart,

I am profoundly affected Ly the grandeur of

wall of
count the

God's  persisient

it—Rishop

is
to  prevent

the voice of

yet

had

prophet to him, he trusted

God unveils the frescoed

not o much that we may

prophecy.,
the future,

figures, and measure the robes, and analyze
the pigments, but that, gazing upon it, our
imaginations may be enkindled, and hope be
inspired, to bear us through the dismal harren-
ness of the present, Irophecy was not ad-
dressed to the reason, nor to the statistical
faculty, but to the imagination; and I should
as soon think of measuring love hy the scales

of commerce, or of admiring flowers by the rule
of feet and inches, or of applying arvithmetic to
taste and enthusiasm, as calenlations and
figures to these grand evanishing signals which
God waves in the future only to tell the world
which way it is to march.—Bcecher,

5.

1 the causes which conspire to blind

1's erring judgment, and misguide the mind,
the weak head with strongest bias rules,

ide, the never-failing vice of fools.

Whatever nature has in worth denied,

She gives in large recruits of needful pride:

For as in hodies, thus in souls, we find

What prlmts in blood and spirits swell'd with

winda:

where

Pride,

wit fails, steps in

the Lord of hosts

to our defense,

Aund fills up all the mighty void of sense,

6. Take

some

quiet, sober 1

—Popt

moment of i

and add together the two ideas of pride

man ;
stalking thr
grandeur of
the universe,
his blood the

from his body

night, a
the 1
and
above ar

and
along

worlds,
ing
make for
tlesh,
dust t

own
that
Does the
suffer? Doe
never
he

he
acts is
he
can
not
with
and imperfec
7. Verle
that it is no
friends as
even God hi

1

he e
the her

S

8. Verses 14-

behold

himself
to mock at his fellow, sprung

lives is he

frailty,

well

creature
infinite

him,
ough

littleness,

every wind of

hea

» coldness of death;

v like melody from
s dust on the whe
weavens, through

all the «
ul beneath,

a crown of gl

thi
ory,
both wil
not

which
oud man
s he not die?
opped difficult
ever tempted by pi
free from pain?
the common
e of man; humili
nd atone
ion.—Npdney Smi
13. So grasping
respecter of
as foes
mself.—Baneroft.
16.

0

by

gressor is hard,

uppose i
life and fort

a game at «

plain that t
every

t were perfectly certain
one of
day or other depend upon his winning or

une of eve

‘hess, Don't you

of
space
Perched on a spech

itions of God are

err?
Whe

ies?

grave? |

person
and were

“The way

span  hig
in all

a

ven strikes into

his soul floars
the string
vel,
a

1
he i
labyrinth

1
s a creature

1 soon returmn?
Does e

n he reas

When |

leasure? Wi

When

ity shoul l

for ignorance, crror

th,

is  dishonest
it will «
it

possible

the

of

that tl
would one
losing

voull

think we

all consider it a primary duty at least to lear
the names and moves of the pieces? Ye! it is
he life, fortune, and happiness of

one of us depend upon our knowi

rules of a game intinitely

something of the

more difficult and complicated than chess. The

chesshoard

is the world; the

pieces aro the
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phenomena
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9. Verses

Once to every

to decide,
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sIx months, an
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the rules are what
The player on the
We know that his

phenomena of the universe ;
we call the laws of nature,
other side is hidden from us,
play is always fair, just, and patient; hut also
we know, to our cost, that he never overlooks
a mistake, or makes the smallest allowance for
ignorance, To the man who plays wel the
lighest stakes are paid; and one whe plays il
is checkmated, without haste, but without pe-
My metaphor will remingd some of you
of the famous picture in which Retzscl has
depicted Satan playing at chess with may for
Substitute for the mocking fiend in
picture a calm, strong angel, who js play-
for love, as we say, and would rather
than win, and I would accept it as
huwan 1i ~—Huxley,

9. Verses 14.20,

morse,

his soul,
th

lose

an image of

Once to every man and nation comes the moment
to decide,

L the strife of Truth with Falselood, fos the
£ood or evil side;

Some great cause, God's new Mossialy, offering
each the bloom op blight,

Lesson Side-Lights

=

L Josiah, the good A
a lielper of hig people,
ie throne of Judah by
i, who reigned

a reformer, g
was followed on
three sons and a grand-
in all weniy-two yeans and
X months, and of egel one the record suy
“le did that Which was evil iy the «j
Lord  We do not know what of
mothers these wicked kings had, nor - we
el how it came that such g good sovereign as
Jus should have who turned oyt S0
The fact ag thus indicated can be pag-

der,

sons

“ain and again in the Scripture, ang
Fiewhere, and Serves to emphasize once
we the lesson that something heyon good

tutage is required in order to insure high
aracter and noble manhood. The fopces that
e a human  ife are m:luil'ulvl—:luv'»'sll'ul
dencies, home training, parental example,
¢ Atmosphere” of the ages, the influence
fted by early Companions, and what s
personal equation”—the persong
man- himself, ‘who wit), a will of his ¢
A set himself jn spite of al] influences gnq
ivantages against the good; or, on the other
ind, by the help of grace may escape from the
St of manifolq disad ntages—like “the
Pints in Cingap's household"—ganq rise to saint-
0d out of entanglements ang hindrances he.
ond measure, he personal reflection that
A aptly arise in the mind of many who pead
U note s this ; “In spite of a good father,
nd o devout mother, and g godly home, and
flisual chuypel Privileges, T may go to ruin, I
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Parts the goats upon the lefg band, and the
sheep upon the right

And the choice  goes by forevep LWIXT that
darkness anq that light,

Hast thon chosen, O my people, on wiose party
thou shaly stand,

Ere the Doom from its wopry
the dust against our langs

Though the cause of evij] prosper. yet
alone is strong,

And, albeit, wander
around her thropg

Troops of beautitul, ta]) angels, to enshi Id ey
from all wrong,

sandals shakes

"tis truth

she outcast now, [ gee

Backward look across the ages ang the oy
moments see,

That, like beaks of some
through Oblivion's N

Not an ear ip court or market for the low

sunk continen;,

fore

boding 'y

Of those Crises, God's stern. winnoweps {rom
whose feet eartl's chaff must fiy:

Never  shows the choice momentous i)l tje

Judgment hath passed by. ~Lowell,

and Iffustrations

must work out my own sy] M, or T shaly
be lost !

2. Blindnes« and harshness of heart op the
part of the kine and his people, especially those

lie
ion was noy
80 to perdition without wgy
calamities,

who were iy the leaq,
sized,

are matters 'e empha
allowed 1o
HZ Inits wopst
in its sharpest Crises,

This doomeq n

i its bitteresg

lumiliations, e were  wise, faithful, and
vigilant esse 2ers raised P to instruct the

throne, plegd with the Driests,

The history

and exhort e
of the two kingdoms, from

people,

the time of their separate establishmeny down
to the day of their fina) downfall, is f 1 of the
gracious ministries of these messengers, wlose
treatment ip return js g aphically des ‘ribed by
the lv\\ull‘ chronielep ‘They mo: ked the es-
sengers of God, ang despised words, and

IS¢
scoffed At his prophets,” Thus also the latey
generation persecuted and rejected the Master ;

thus  wepre () aposties gls ffed at and
smitten,  To-day the gospel is ‘ted aftep o
different fashion ; it is patroniz d. ignored,
politely howe out of court; op it is wenkened

and diluted untj) there is Lyt
message that jg alarming,
commanding, generation
gospel in a polite and complaj
cur just as much guilt as, op
than, those who, in a darker
prophets of Jehovah,
in a state
unbelief, in

little left in the
stirring, majesti.,
which rejects the
It way may jin-
even greater gyijl
age, scoffed at the
Indeed, the gin of living
of indifference and carelessnoss and
the midst of the light of the gospel,




680

may appear in the last great day as the crown-
ing sin of the centuries,

3. Zedekiah's fate may be taken as a strik-
ing illustration of Prov. 29. 1, “He that being
often reproved hardeneth his neck shall sud-
denly be broken, and that without remedy,” and
of that other terrible declaration, “The way of
transgressors is hard” (I'rov, 13, 15). Retri-
bution came upon him swiftly and in an
extraordinary way. IHis city was taken by the
sword; he and his family were captured; his
sons were slain before his face; his own eyes
were put out, and in blindness and bondage he
was taken to Babylon and put in prisou, and
there made to work as a common slave, until
we to end his sufferings, Did he be-
sins, of his father's
repeated counsels, of

death can
think himself of his
example, of Jeremial's
his wasted opportunities, of bis offenses and his
punishment, and did these meditations soften
his hard heart, and bring him to repentance?
Or did he maintain his wayward, weak, and
wicked attitude to the very last? No one can
tell, But he is set before us in the story
pillory of infamy, the last, the weakes
of the most unworthy of the kings o 1
his frightful punishment helping to immortalize
alike his guilt and his doom. .

. “The Woe of Weakn The life of this
unhappy monarch is a eous hut powerful
illustration of the misery of instability of
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character, the sorrows that dog the footsteps
of the infirm will. What men need, in order 1o
be happier and better than they are, is nct
more knowledge of what is right—they are
amply supplied with that; or the presence o
plentiful good purpose and the desire to do th.
right—Dhell itself is paved with good intentious;
but what is needed is strength of will, firmuos
and stability of character. It is for lack of
that that men go so far wrong and make sicj
a miserable confusion of their own life and of
that of others. The history of Zedekiah illus
trates all this,”"—~Professor 1. K. Cheyne.
5. Two seemingly discrepant utterances
made concerning Zedekiah before the final
fell upon him: Jeremiah (34. 3), “Thou
surely be taken, and delivered into his |
and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king
of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mo;

to mouth, and thou shalt go to Bal
Bzekiel (12, 13, speaking of Zedekiah), *1 wil
bring him to Babylon to the land of the ('l
deans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall
die there.,” When we recall how Zedekiali was
taken to Babylon in blindness, and the otler
details of his capture, as related in 2 King
we see how the two utterances, both spok
advance of the event, the one given in Jern-
salem, and the other written hundreds of mils
away, by the prophet of the Exile, near Buly
lon, harmonize with each other.

The School of Practice

»dekinh had the majority with him,

vil in the sight of the Lord his God.”

18

don it,

What he did
This week, if I find by careful examination that some
1 doing is not condemned by public opinion but is nevertheless not right in the sight of God, I wil

was not sin in the sight of men,

2. The king not only did things wrong in themselves, but added to his sin by digregarding the warnings

which God sent to him by his 1

wers, the prophets,

But the Bible bears God’s warning to me. [

pledge myself, therefore, to forsake any habit or practice which the Bible condemus

The Lesson Digest and Teachet’s Guide .

General Preparatory Work

1. The Lesson Material : 2 Chron, 36, 11-21,

1. Conneecting Links and Pavalldl Passages: The lurid annals of the closing years of the kinwdon o
Judah are to be found in the books of Kings and Chronicles, and many details of the reign of Zedekial, i
From Second Chronicles wé have already studied (Lesson V) Manasseh'’s perversit

the book of Jeremiah.,

and (Lessons VI, VII) Josiah's noble career, and from Jeremiah (Lessons VIII, IX) Jehoiakim's
Now we turn again to Second Chronicles,
lesson are paralleled by 2 Kings 25. 1-21 and Jer. 39. 1-14.

‘omparative Study of the Lesson Tert : Read **Jehovah " instead of *the Lorn™ throushont:

and Zedekiah’s weakness.

10,

f

efland

Verse 13 and verses 17-21 of o

verses 13 and 15 * Jehovah the God " in place of ““the Lorp God.” Verse 12: compare words s ken by
!

Jeremiah to Zedekiah ¢ from the mouth of Jehovah” (Jer. 21. 3-7).
“from turning” ; for light on Zedekiah’s rebellion against King Nebuchadrezzar see Ezek. 17. 15

Verse 13: “against turning ' insteadc
Verse

14: “chiefs " instead of “chief”; “trespassed very greatly” instead of ‘‘transgressed very much”

“heathen " instead of *“ nations, "

Prov. 1. 24
“gcoffed at™ ;

Verse 15: compare Jer. 13; “early " instead of “betimes "
jon places only a comma after “sending.” Verse 16: compare with this verse the words of Wisdor
: for a specimen of the mockery here referred to see Jer. 5. 12, 18; instead of *‘mis ]
“healing " instead of *‘ remedy " (margin).
graph ;: for details of the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadrezzar sec 2 Kings 25. 1-7: instead of ** (1

+ the Revis,

Verse 17 : here the Revigion begins a v
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“Chaldeans” ; instead of
Verse 18 : concerning *“ the treg
2 Kings 25, 9; Jer, 52, 13, Compare with verse 20,
20.10; Lev, 26, 83, ang 25, 4
IV, The Lesson Pussage Divides
VSIS,

V. Other Study Material : Real one of
Babylonian religion of the Exilic period,

SUND.. Y SCHO OL BANNER
“maiden,” virgin’; instead of
sures of the house of Jehovah " see verse
, 2 Kings 25, 11 s der, 20, 7,

Naturally after verse 14,

Sayce’s books, or some
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“him that gtooped for age,” ‘‘hoary headed,”
s 7, 10, Compare with verse 19,
Compare with verse 21, Jer.

s verse 16, and verse 20, See the Lesson

other authority, respecting the

The Junior Grade,

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
clusive.  Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Berean Leaf,)
Preparing the Lesson,

For Study Material for the teacher see paragraph
ToRY Work, above,

Ilustrative Material : 1. The picture of the
exiles crossing: the desert i and 2. The cover illus.
tration—both in the Berean Intermediate Lesson
Quarterly, 681

Constructing the Lesson,

Arrangement of Lesson Facts :
ere the account of ap
course of history turns,

not, perh

ment of Nebuchadrez
are hardly affected
ther eapital, while

1. We Lave
on which the
The capture of Joru-
%, the greatest achieve-
'S reign, but our times
his of

1 event

salem was

by
all modern civili
‘n modified by his conquest of Jerusalem and

conguest

s exile of its people, I

1se of the unusual
listoric importance of this story, therefore, it
should  be told with much
turesqueness, and clearness,

of the Junior de naturally
character-sketches and in the t
and effect,

.
emphasis,
Boys anq

pic-
girls
interest in

acing of cause
The morally feelle king who was
disloyal at once to God and to .\'ulnu«'luulrnyznr;
the wickedness of Priests and people ;
tient or of God

the pa-
to make them bLettey
'ty and “misuse” of God's prophets
the terrible doom of city, temple, king, priests,
and people ; and, most important of all, the
whillment of the Word of the Lord—these are
lie historic features that should he impressed
o the minds of onr pupils: 1, The King;
2. The Nation ; The Doom; 4, God's Word
Fulfilled, ~ And’ each of these carr its own
moral and spiritual lesson,
Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing the Outline ;

r Zedekiah (verses 11-13). This son
good Josiah did not come to the throne
tll bis bad hrother Jehoiakim and bad nephew
Jehoiachin had reigned, Note his age, his
length of reign, his weakness of character,
Show that his life was bad not because he had
determined to be bad, but because he had not
Strongly  determined by God's strength to he
od. One of his worst sins was his breaking
the oath made to King Nebuchadrezzar in the
Presence of God, Most boys and girls, like

Zedekiah, fall into sin |
weak. No one need be
the strength we require,
2. The People and the Prophets (verses
14-16). Show the utter badness of priests and
people ; idols worshipped ; God's house profaned ;
all kinds of wickedness prospering.  Show the
long-suffering  of God—how he sent prophet
after prophet to tell of his anger at sin and his
love for sinners, And show how the people
sneered  at  those prophets and increased in
wickedness in spite of all warnings, so that at
last “there was no remedy,
cluster thickly about this passage,
Swe Licurs, and yse
which come to your own

)y being inattentive or
weak ; God will give al

Hiustrations
See Lissoy
also the simple figupes
mind,  Often thes

re

better thap ny in print,
3. The I of Jerusalem (verses 17-20),
Picture the coming of the Chaldeans, cry and
powerful soldjers, They killed a1 the people

who resisted : they burned God's
took its treasures ang the tre
and  princes o Babylon,
palaces, destroyed all the |
could not tak away ;
not killed they ki

house ; they
asures of the king
They burned the
eautiful things they
and the people that were

Inapped and took away with
them, 1
4. The Fulfillment of @ s Word (vorse
21). Show that always it is fulfilled,
Home Work for Pupils,
Advance Work ; Urge pupils to read the Home
Reac 5, Berean Intermediate Lesson Qu

arterly,
age 76.  Induce as many as you can to study the
Meanings Made E;

Review Work : Agk p
drawing to make an ornamental sketch of the
Golden Text for Sept. 3. Induce a8 many as you
can to learn by heart the Meanings Made Easy.

The Intermediate Grade,

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years old,
inclusive. = Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson Lenl]

For Study Material for the Teacher gee para.
graph on GENERA1, PREPARATORY Work, above,
Preparing the Lesson,

Illustrative Material : 1. The
titled ““An Ideal View of Babylc
Lesson Quarterly, page 173,

upils who are fond of

picture * en.
m,”  Senjor
though withous
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historic value, will serve to show the flatness
of Chaldea, the proximity of Babylon to the
great river Euphrates, the regularity of the
plan on which the city was built, and the
prominence of its temples. 2. See also large
frontispiece illustration in the senior quarterly,
“The Road of the Captivity.” 3. In the samo
Quarterly is a colored map illustrating the
Captivity and a picture showing Assyrian soldiers
carrying away spoils (page 175), and a view
from a photograph (page 178) of the King's
Gardens, through which Zedekiah sought to
make his escape. 4. See also the cameo portrait
of Nebuchadnezzar (page 185), and his signature
(page 175). See note on Construcrive WORK,
below.
Constructing the Lesson
Arrangement of Lesson Facts: 1, The Apos.
tasy of Judah—the conduct of the king (verses
11-13), the conduct of the people (verse 14)
and Gol’s warning (verses 15, 16). 2. The
Overthrow of the Kingdom (verses 17-20)—
the downfall of Jerusalem and the ruin of the
temple. 3. The Fulfillment of the Word of
the Lord (verse 21).
Teaching e Losso
stions tor
he Apostasy of
the nation's
ndship with pagans
a revival of
tion of pagan ideals,

ll'v\"-luplng the Outli
Judal (verses

importation of

priests, Soon pagan teachings crowded out the
Ten Commandments, and for a while the wor-
ship of Jehovah was abandoned. The people
had reformed since then, and reopened the
temple, and now they we outwardly on the
side of Jehovah. bhut this reform was only on
the surface. Zedekiah, while professing to
worship Jehovah, was wicked cnough to break
an oath that he swore hy Jehovah, wicked
enough to surrender the prophet Jeremiah to
murderous enemies. Even the priests of Je-
hovah polluted the temple with heathenish
abominations: the warnings of the prophets
were unhecded (verse 15 notes the long-suffer-

lsq»l.

ing of God): and the people in general w
so untruthful, so dishonest, so licentious
disloyal, that the ruin of Jerusalem w
natural consequence of what went before

2. The Overthrow of the Kingdom (vers
17-20). Bring out the historic facts, 8|

that self-indulgence alicays leads toward ruin,
3. The Fulfillment of the Word of the Lol

as given i

Master the meaning of verse 21
Wonrp StTUDIES,

At the proper stages in the developmen
this lesson have your pupils inscribe on 1
pads the following sentences:

GOD'S COMMANDMENTS ARE Ol
BEST DEFENDERS.
MESSENGERS ARE OUR Ll
ADVISERS.

WORD SYUALL BE

GOID'S

GOD'S FULFILLED
The Golden Text and the Gist of the I
(“Conscquences are linked to acts in a |
of circumstances, as linked to
motives™) should he memorized by each p

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work: Tell the pupils
during the Home Readings, inc!
the text for next Sunday's lesson,
able to answer the following three que
which you should have ready written on
slips of paper to haud to them: 1, W
the actual condition of the temple at 1]
of the prophet Ezekiel's vision? 2. Of
vision does the John tell us in Rev, 2
3. Set down any one spiritual truth which we
may learn from thig vision.

Constructive Work: Ask for neat copies
the map mentioned above, ILLUSTRATIVI
TERIAL, 3.

cars are

week the

S0 as

The’Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of se
Each pnml if [Hi\\lnll‘ should be supplied
a copy of the Senior Quarterly.]

T narrative falls into five principal
The wronzdoing of the king, the wrongdo
the people, the patience of God, the i
ness of iudgment, and the !u!'l][ml-l
Word of the Lord. The
historie details should tu
Trace the fate of the fugi
jeering at God's messengers does not
God's plans,

Zedekiah, whose name means
ness-of-Jehorvah, is conquered by
zar, whose name means Nebo-pre
daries; but we_are not left to infer
has overcome Jehovah. On the contr
hovah has summoned Nebuchadrezzar
executor of ine judgments: and later
chadrezzar is “judged” as Zedekiah is now.

The attitude of any nation toward God s

1
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the most potent factor in its development op short-sighted view of history says, Nebuchad-
decay,  “We live under a moral government rezzar captured J salem B, (, so-and-so, and
and in a system of things so knit together that  thep discourses about the tendencies of which
even here every transgression rec ves its just Babylonia was creature and exponent, The
recompense—if not visibly and palpably in out- deeper view says, God smote the disobedient
ward «'il'cumslum-vs. yet really and punctually city as he had said, and Nebuchadrezzay was
in effects on mind ang heart, which are more  the rod of his anger.”

solemn and n\\'ful."—,llu(-lurv‘u. In all yopw teaching emphasize the divine

Note that worldliness Ill‘llll i(l«gl:llr'_\' are almost rrlnn-lnuve to smite,
e

interchangeable terms, l sin of Jerusalem The four APPLICATIONS on bage 179, Seniop
was, with variations, the sin of Sardis and Lesson Quarterly, Cory HOUGHTS, ang espe-
Laodicea, and the sin that modern churches cially the Lgs; DN Expos TION, suggest addi-
and modern Christians are most tempted to jp- tional lines of thought which may he followed

dulge ill*‘('lillr()l'lllil.\' to the world, Ang God's with profit, Emph:
Jjudgments are the sayme through all time, “The SCHOOL OF PracTICE,

The Responsive Review
L. What was the name of the last king of Judah® Z., kiah, 2o Was he goods
vas il in the sight of the Lord, 3, What did his people do ¥ They inock
did the Assyrians do ? They captured Jerusalem
away to Babylon, @« What'is the GOLDEN Tex

the teachings of Tne

No, he did that which

celd the nessengers of God, 4, What

5. What diaq they do with the people? “They carpieq them
" Be sure your sin will find you out,”

The Chutch Catechism,
53. Which, according to Holy Scripture, are the ordinances of the Christian Church?
Holy Seripture, the ordinances of (e Christian Church are Preaching of the Word,
Holy .\.a(-rm‘l:unt-. and Church Discipline.
b

Acts 3
17, 18,

According 1o
Prayer, Fellow-hiyp, the

Mitthew 18

LESSON XI. The Life-Giving Stream [Sept. 10
GOLDEN TEXT Whosoever will, fet him take the water of life freely, Rev, 22. 17,

AUTHORIZED VERsioy REVISED VEgrsioy, *

Ezek. 47.1-12 [Commit to memory verses 3-5) 1 And he brought me back unto the door of
sl ’ the house; and, behold, waters issued ont from
1 Afterward he brought me again unto the under the threshold of the house eastward for

door of the house; and, behold, waters issued the forefront of the house was toward the
out from lllllll‘l"l'll‘_"ll'v‘.\]u_lltl of the house east- east) ; and the waters came down from UndaE
ward: for the forefront of the house stood to-

card the east, and the wateps came down from  from the right gjde of the house, on (he south
;nmh»r from the right side of the house, at the of the altar, 2 Then he brought

me out by
south side of the altar, the

way of the gate northward, anq led me
: round by the w ay without unto the outer gate,
2 Then I.rmulzhl hn-' nr-lmll of l'h" “‘“Al' of the v e way of the gate that looketl toward the
gate northward, and Jec me about the way past : and. hel re 1 raters
without unto the ufter zate by the wi v that 1:1 s .|‘v| I, behold, there ran out waters opn the
looketh eastward : and, behold, there ran out right side,

Waters on the right side, 3 When the man went forth eastwa| with

the line in his hand, he measured a thousand

3 And when the man that had the line in his cubits, and he caused me to pass through the

band went forth eastward, he measured o thou- i 22 = e
sand cubi and he hrought me through the  Waters, waters that were to the ankles, 4 Again
Waters; the waters were to the ankles, he measured a thousand, and caused me to
bass through the waters, waters that were to

4 Again  he measured  a  thousand, and the kices, Again he measured a thousand, and

brought me through the waters; the waters  naused me to pass through the waters, waters
‘rere to the knees, Again he measured a thouy-

ths 're to the loins, 5§ Ang fterward he
sand, and brought me through; the waters wepe  that wore to ¢ y > i And a terward he
to the loins, measured a thousand ; and it was a river that [
could not pass through : for the waters were
."-‘ Afterward }“‘ "}““-‘”‘I""‘] a thousan "r‘“’ risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not
acas a river that could not pass over: for ot
1 g > passe 1zh.
the waters were pisen, waters fo swim in, a  be passed through

tiver that could not he passed over, G And he said unto me, Son of man, hast
’ ‘ '1sht 1901, by Thomas Nelson

¢ Revised Version, o

& sons,

6 And he saiq unto me, Son of man, hast
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thou seen this? Then he brought me, and
caused me to return to the brink of the river.

7 Now when I had returned, hehold, at the
bank of the river were very many trees on the
one side and on the other.

8 Then said he unto me, These waters issue
out toward the east country, and go down into
the desert, and go into the sea: which being
brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be
healed.

9 And it shall come to pass, that every thing
that livetn, which moveth, whithersoever the
rivers shall come, shall live: and there shail be
a very great multitude of fish, because these
waters shall come thither: for they shall be
healed ; and every thing shall live whither the
river cometh.

10 And it shall come to pass, that the fishers
shall stand upon it from En-ge’di even unto
En-eg'la-im; they shall be a place to spread
forth nets; their fish shall be according to their
kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding
many.

11 But the miry places thereof and the
marishes thereof shall not be healed; they shall
be given to salt.

12 And by the river upon the bank thereof,
on this side and on that side, shail grow all trees
for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither
shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall
bring forth new fruit according to his months,
because their waters they issued out of the
sanctuary : and the fruit thereof shall he for
meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

Home Readings
[Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Association]
M. The Live-Giving Stream. Ezek. 47. 1-12.
Tu. Opening of the vision. FEzek. 40, 1-5.
W. Living waters, Zech. 14, 4-11,
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thou seen this? Then he brought me, and
caused me to return to the bank of the viver,
7 Now when I had returned, behold, upon the
baunk of the river were Y many trees on (he
one side and on the other. 8 Then said he uy
to me, These waters issue forth toward the
eastern region, and shall go down into (le
Arabah ; and they shall go toward the sea; iuto
the sea shall the waters go which were made
to issue forth; and the waters shall be healed,
9 And it shall come to pass, that every iiving
creature which swarmeth, in every plaw
whither the rivers come, shall live; and there
shall be a very great nrultitude of fish; fu
these waters are come thither, and the
of the sea shall be healed, and everything shall
live whithersoever the river cometh, 10 Aud
it shall come to pass, that fishers shall stand
by it: from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim sl
be a place for the spreading of nets; their fish
shall be after their kinds, as the fish of the
great sea, exceeding many. 11 But the
places thereof, and the marshes thereof,

not be healed; they shall be given up to salt,
12 And by the river upon the bank ther
this side and on that side, shall grow
tree for food, whose leaf shall not wither
neither shall the fruit thereof fail: it <l
bring forth new fruit every month, because th
the fruit thereof issue out of the sanctuary
and the fruit thereof shall be for food, and t
leaf thereof for healing.

waters

every

Th, Ever truitfull Jer. 17. 18,
5

P. A song of blessing. Psa.

N, Water of life. John 4. 5-

8. John's vision. Rev, 22. 1-T.
Time.—About B. C. 570, Place.—Ti

prophet in Babylouia sees a vision of Judah,

The Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 82,
“ Whosoever heareth,” shout, shout the sound!
Send the blessed tidings all the world around ;
Spread the joyful news wherever man is found :
**Whosoever will, may come.”

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 107.
Lord, I hear of showers of blessing
Thou art scattering, full and free—
Showers, the thirsty land refreshing :
Let some drops now fall on me—

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 147,
God kindly keepeth those he loves
_Secure from every fear;
From the eye that weepeth,

Questions for Senior Scholars

1. The Power of Divine Grace (v. 1-6).—
What was the “door of the house” in verse 17
What does the issuing waters represent?
Whither did they flow? What does their in-
creasing strength represent? \\'lm! does water
typify in the Old Testament? What are the
points of comparison between this spring of
water and salvation? What are the poinis of
failure in the comparison?

2. The Beneficence of Divine Grace (v,
7-12).—What were seen at the bank of the

river? What do these symbolize? What quality
of divine grace is represented by this fructify
ing quality of running water? What effect had
the spring upon the sea? What is the teaching
of this? What is taught by the sea hecoming
full of fishes? What do the “miry places™ i
verse 12 illustrate? How does divine grac
affect the forces of life so as to turn them from
curses to blessings? In what respects is 8
righteous man compared to a tree? What hap
for the future does this lesson give us? Wit
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recent events, if any, in the church and world  at Jacob's well and in the temple courts) to
strengthen this hope ? Compare this entire pas-  have human heaps turned into fountains of
sage with the description in one of the psalms blessing, Compare it with the account of the
a river which made giad the city of God, river clear as crystal which flows through the
Compare it with ofir Lord’s invitation (given  streets of the heavenly city,

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Waters from the Nanctuary (verses 1-5) to notice especially?  What grew on the hanks
—What was shown to tle prophet by his angel  of the river? What was the effect upon life in
guide? From what place did the waters come the waters of the sea when this river flowed
out? Where was the prophet next led by his  into it? What places would not he affected by
guide?  What change diq Ezekiel notice in the  the waters of the stream? What does this
? stream which the prophet saw in his vision
2. The Desert Blossoms as the Roge (verses  stand for? What are some of the effects which

6-12).—What did the prophet’s guide want him  the gospel produces in the world?

Questions for Younger Scholars

What picture jg found three times in God's the stream at first? The

streamn

'cond time? The

Word? Where? What kind of a Dicture is it? third time? Anq how deep after that? What

What does it teach us? Where does the river  grew on the banks? What can you tell about
flow from? How does it Brow as it flows? Who the fruit?  About the leaves?  Where diq the
was showing Ezekiel heavenly pictures? What waters go?  What (i they do? What do
did he make the prophet do? Iow deep was  water and sunshine bring forth?

The Lesson Analysis

L The Origin of the Rivey of Life (verses (a) On each side of this new river, where
barren rocks had heen, the prophet watches the

iel, exiled in Chaldea, sees rapid growth of Very many trees, (b)The
temple in Jerusalem, where river fertilizes all the desert, and at length
Jehovah sits enthroned (sees it not in ruins, reaches the Dead Sea, which suddenly ceases
but in  its ancient architectural  glory), to be “dead,” either brackish in its wate rs or
() An angel guides the prophet to the temple barren on its shores, (¢) For now a great
door and shows to him (¢) g stream of water multitude of fishes swim in it and its shores
(the emblem of purity and abundance) pour- teem with life, Indeed, (d) “wherever the
ing from under the threshold (a symbol that all river comet} everything livoth,” (¢) Piaces
Messings, of grace and of providence, proceed proverbial for barrenness become centers of
divectly from God), (d) Ezekiel watches the  production and industry, (f) The trees that
ftream ; it flows dirvectly tow the desert and £grow on the banks have unfading verdure, and
X @ ent effects are () perpetual fruit. (k) This fruit is for

most needed, (¢) Tt steadily increases in food, * while the leaves " are fop medicine,
force and in volume (not in appearance only, (i) Meanwhile enough of the salt marshes are
but by most careful measurement) until ga¢ left to increase the Reneral life angd prosperity,
length (f) it is a river that cannot e passed (7) All this Twosperity comes because the water

3 :

over, : \ Issues out of the sanctuary—the holy place of
IT, 118 Life-giving Power (verses 6-12), God.,

The Lesson Word Studies

NOTE.—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version,

5
lie prophet I3
in vision (a) th

TaE PropHET AND Hi1s Book,—The name Ezekiel means * God is strong,” op "‘God strengthens,” The
Prophet was one of the temple priests and the son of a man named Buzi. He shared the banishment of
Jebolachin B, C. 597. Comp. Ezek. 1. 2, 3, and 2 Kings 24, 14.16, The greater part of the period of his pro-
phetic inistry was spent in the exiled Jewish settlement at Tei-Abib, a place near the river Chebar, a canal
ortributary of the Euphrates in the vicinity of Babylon, This little colony of Jews, mostly from the ruling
Classes of Jerusalem, was granted much freedom and a large measure of self-government by the Babylonian
monarch, and continued to cherish a passionate interest in the affairs of jts native land. Its membe
fident]y expected that in some way they would shortly be restored to their old place of power and authority
& the head of the Jewish nation at Jerusalem. Falge prophets, such as those who Opposed Jeremiah in
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Jerusalem, fostered this delusive hope, and hence Ezekiel, the true prophet of Jehovah, whose message did
not promise immediate restoration, was from the beginning of his ministry unpopular with his people. Hi.
work extended over a period of not less than twenty-two years, approximately 592-570 B. C. Concerning
the book of Ezekiel it may be said that this book is one of those generally admitted by a large majority of
the best scholars to have come down to us in essentially the form in which it left the hand of its author,
Neither the unity nor the authenticity of Ezekiel has ever been seriously questioned. His writings on the
whole may be said to be lacking in breadth and sympathy and evangelical freedom ; nevertheless, his teaching
in regard to the value of the individual soul, of repentance and the need of a new heart, and his representa-
tion of God as merciful and eager to forgive, furnish some of the finest passages to be found in the pages of

prophecy.

Verse 1. The vision contained in
1-12 of this chapter is closely connected with
what precedes, The prophet has shown by a
variety of different representations the blessed
results to Israel of Jchoval's reoccupying his
temple, The kingdom of God now presented
under the form of a spirituai house with the
living God himself for the glorious inhabitant,
and a royal priesthood for its ministering serv-
ants, is to be not of a restrictive but of an
expansive character, and its influence for good
is to flow forth with healthful and restorative

from the sanciuary, investing with
and Dbeauty the waste and
desert places of the earth.,

He brought me back—The guide first
mentioned in 40. 3, “a man, whose appearance
was like the appearance of brass, with a line
of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed."”
This guide had previously shown to the prophet
other parts of the temple (compare visious re-
corded in chapters 40-46G), The prophet ap-
parently had tarried in the outer court of the
temple, and is now brought hack by his guide,
who desires to reveal unto him a new vision.

The door of the house—The castern door
of the temple. The temple faced eastward, and
consequently the court in which stood the altar
was in front of the door to the enst.

Out from under the threshold . . .
from the right side of the house, as one
passed out of the door eastward, and conse-
quently on the sonth of the altar.

2. Brought me out—Out of the court of
the temple; because in the court, surronnded
with huildings and walls, the prophet could not
see the farther course of the waters,

y the way of the gate northward —
Through the north gate and around to the
closed eastern gate opp the door of the
temple from which they started. TIere the
prophet Leholds the stream emerge into the
open at the south side of the gate.

Ran out—Literally, trickled forth, the
stream heing comparatively small at first, the
waters increasing rapidly, in depth
and breadth, . -

The right side—Facing eastward with the
gate behind, hence, the south side of the gate,

y 4. Menlnnq + + » Again .+ » again—
The point of the vision is the rapid increase in
the depth of the waters on the one hand, and

the remarkable effect of the waters on the
other, as shown in subsequent verses,

5. A river—Apparently the prophet is
amazed at the depth of the river at this point,
which reminds him of the impetuous rush of a
mountain torrent,

6. Hast thou seen this—Ilast thou o)
served the
volume of the waters?

Caused me to return to the bank of
the river—I'rom the deeper water into which,
following his guide, the prophet had waded
far as was possible, until the stream becau
river that could not be passed through.”

7. Upon the bank of the river
same bank from which they had started to
wade into the stream, ‘The remar!
tility on the bank had sprung into
siddenly and miraculously as the waters
increased in volume. In this fact lies
point of the vision,

8. At this point the interpretation of the
vision begins., It tells us concerning the cour
of the wate and the effects which they pro
duced.  These corrcsnonded to the twofoll
direction of the prophet’s observation.

Arabah—The whole valley of the Jo
extending even beyond the Dead Sea, i
graphically designated by this term.
to think, however, of that portion of the Glor
just north of the Dead Sea.

Into the sea—The Dead Sea,

Healed—Changed from salt water to |
with the result mentioned in the next vei

9. A very great multitude of fish
Dead Sea, now entirely destitute of life. shall
swarm with an abundance of fish, and the
waters of the sea shall be healed, and
everything shall live whithersoever the
river cometh.

10. En-gedi—To bhe identified
modern Ain Jidy, “kid's well,” on the
west shore of the Dead Sea.

En-eglaim—This latter place has not yet
heen identified,

he great sea—The Mediterranean.

11. Marshes . . . given up to salt—
The only hoon which the otherwise harmful
salt wastes and waters have furnished, that is,
the salt supply itself, shall be preserved in
sufficient quantities to supply the needs of all.

12. In this verse that of which the prophet

being

with the
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rapid miraculous increase in (he
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obtained at first only a genery
7) Is more fully pointed out
the conclusion of
forward or hacky
the midst of tle

tie whole section,
avd, from the banks
stream, the wateps

Tue Proruer or g I'raixs

Ezekie] was among the company of those who
were carried away by the king of Babylon with
Itholachin, king of Judah, eleven years before
the final destruction of Jerusalem ang
general captivity, when Zedekinh, the last ki
of Judah, in fetters and with eyes put ou
taken with all his people t
st company of exiles wi
deported  consisted

the

, was
bylon, That
th which Ezckie] w
of the higher classes,

y and

0

as
the
e was hLim-

1o

lity, soldiers

artisans,

of eelf a priest, t doubtless of the highest order
\ of the priestliood, But his lot was cast with
his exiled people in the plains of the river
Chebar—a plain thag was flat and mouotonous
and hot and desolate; and the dull and de-
he Pressed plain was g symbol of the sorrow and
to discouragement of the people, But Ezekie] le-

Dlains, not

the Prop}
noan and g

t of the

came to lament

i his peo-

ivate the misery ¢

by gloomy reflections, bur to inspire hope,
Tenew courage, and on those dull levels to see
and deseribe visions of supreme glory,

TuE SEcoxp Exopvs

ust keep in mind in pe g

Ezekiel

g
‘" he is the prophet of the second exodus,
il wople of Israel were ahout to be delivered
oudage in Babylon as they had been de-
““" from Londage in Egypt by Moses,
3 and Jeremial prophesied of the cap-
" 1 of the storation,  And that
I a2 prophet of hope, e Wis cast
With Lis people in a state of utter humiliation
b, ud affliction that if God had not given to
1 and them revelations of 1 gracious pup-
he oses, might well have reduced them to despair,
i But the captivity had no sooner hegun than
e slons of the restoration heg to be given,
d And so the spirit of the i Was revived,
0 And yet very few of those who ent into the
cptivity wepe permitted to join the return,
e Seventy vears in bondage left hut a small rem-
le those who had seen the destruction of
the holy city, It was a new generation that
ot returned from Babylon, as it Was a new geperg-
ton, compared w h those who went out of
Eevpt, who entered into Canaan undey Joshua,
- the hope of the preturn throbhed iy the
1l bearts of the people during all of those years,
I VIsIoNs or rug IneaL
It- In 1o portion of the Scriptures ig there such

need fop guarding against literalism

in inter-
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1l view (comp, verse
to him in detail as
Viewed

or from

are waters
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of life, sustaining life anq producing fruit, and
this life and this fruit in turn shall be pio-
ductive of more life, for the fruit thereof
shall be for food, and the leaf thereof
for healing,

Exposition

pretation as in the

visions of the prophets, and
in none berhaps so much gg in Ezekiel, [If we
measure the landscapis of pis vision with the

surveyor's compy

58 and chain, and interpret his
words simply by the definitions of the diction-
ary, we will miss hLis meanings altogether, A
vision is not ne SSAry to convey knowle ge of
literal facts, Y verbal dictation could
have done that. Visions always imply some-

I

thing too high for literal desc ription, T are
intended as helps to the mind to pise to the
conception of things which transcend the lit-

eral,

They go beyond the ati
beyond what for a very lor
tainable, and lifg

ied, and often
time ay be at-

up and shadow forth the

id John's visions of the New Jerusalem,
for instance, given in the lust chapters of
wre of this symbolje character, The

literalist may say that if w
leseriptions just as tl

e do not
it amo to
the contrary to
to miss the very
e intended to express and
be sure, is
city which
was only ip-

* these

ey stand
they are not true, On
take them literally woulq
t

lie
ruths which they we
make them false,

Heaven, we may
something ¢

2 greater than the litera]
John deseribeq and his vision

est the ideal glory
future state, 8o the visions of
New temple which pe

10-44 was g temple nevep
fetly buikt, bug was
temple not made by hands
house of God, Ag a matte

tended to sugg

of the perfeet
Ezekiel. Tha
chapters

describos

in
to be literally and ex-
rather ¢

U glimpse of g
the ideal spiritual
rof fact jt w

as nev.
bunt and was impossible as an actual
tructore,  But jn that fact lies jtg
meaning, It was intended to be God's jdea),
that should cong ift the thoughts and
aims of men tows est,

Tue TempLE aAxp Tue I

UVER
If there remain any doul

't up to the point of
the present lesson whethep Ezekiel's visions are
to be taken literally, it MUst vanish when we
some to this vision of the temple and the river,
This is so clearly impossihle literally that we
look at once for ijts symbolie meaning, The
templo—; wonderful” jdeg) temple descrihed
a little while before—is the xo

urce from which
. stood
v local

the river jssues, That temple,
for something vastep and greater

8¢ ud than an
huilding however magnificent,

It was th

e sym-
bol of the kingdom of God in the world, the
churell in irs universal spiritual nature, from
which and through whi I God manifests hig
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grace and his power. If we stand back in
thought and get the full perspective of that
vision—a glorious temple on a high mountain,
out from under the threshold of its forefront
flows a stream, flowing down into the valley, at
first shallow, but steadily deepening and widen
ing until it becomes a great river that cannot
be passed; upon its banks growing all manner
of trees bearing many kinds of fruit; sweeten-
ing the salt-bitter waters of the Dead Sea into
which it flows; by its margins fishermen
spreading their nets its tlood is filled
with “fish of the great sea, exceeding many";
and along its entire course freshness, and life,
and fruitfulness, and beauty, and gladness—we
may say to ourselves, “That is the glorious
symbol of the church of God and its power to
bless and gladden and beautify the world,"”

hecause

Tue H1GHER SOURCES

This thought should be laid hold upon in
connection with this lesson, that the sireams
which keep human life fresh and make it fruit-
ful have their sources in God, they come down
from above. The natural world has many sug-
gestions of this. The spring that In
of the ground we know
somewhere higher up, The s
gate llw plains have the

ar up on the er

igin among vh-

ts of the mountains,
down a flood of re-
1 rth, coming out of

v, lifts our thoughts to the upper sources,

So it is that the gracious influences without
which human life would he barren, come into
‘rom supernatural sources, Unless the nat-
ife is flooded by supernatural influences

it will shrivel and |w|1~h The great and rich
gifts of life do not spring up out of the earth,
but they ‘“come down from the Father of
lights.” * For men to fancy that they can live

SCHOO0L BANNER

without drawing on the spiritual streams whic
come from the kingdom of God is as vain as i
would be for them to suppose that their ficl]
could be kept fraitful without rain out of (I
skies or water from streams fed by mountuiy
A delightful book to read in conn
tion with this lesson will be Van Dyke's 'l
Blue Flower, in which will be found the siory
of a people who ueglected the spring fron
which all the water for their homes and ficld
and gave themselves to digging cisten
Life shut off from God is left without suppor

SNOWS,

Tue Cuvren As A SOURCE OF BLESSING
The meaning of Ezekiel's vision of the tenl
and the river is found for us in the Christiay
church,  The church of Christ has taken il
place of the Jewish church, and from it flows
forth the influences represented by the river, s
the church such blessing to tly
world as this symbol suggests?  Does the
of God flow out from it to refresh and give lif
to humanity?  Not perfectly, it must
mitted.  But we must remember that 1
vision was the vision of the ideal, W
:nlumml yet to that ideal. The Chri
has  not realized Christ’'s tho
el it is true that the church has
and is the source of the highest blessing 1
world.  Wherever the church has gone
manity has been greatly henefited,  Everyhody
knows that if the moral influences which pro
ceed from the church should cease, it woull
involve unspeakable ruin to the world, Aud
Ilku the deepening and widening stream which
iel saw, the influence of the church lhas
extended and strengthened. And if th
chureh, Iunllnu.' as it does by its imperfections
the operation of God's grace, is nevertheless so
great a blessing, what would it be, what will |
be, when it comes to God's ideal?

a source of

THE LESSON PRAYER

We are thankful for the voices and visions of hope which come to
us in our misfortunes and afflictions.
followed by a glorious restoration to-morrow. And though in this
world we may not see the realization of our hopes, we thank thee, our
Father, that by and by we shall see the King in his beauty and the
land that is very far off. We thank thee for this vision which through
thy prophet we have been given to see of the temple of thy kingdom,
the church of thy Son, from which during all the years has been flowing
with deepening and widening current the river of thy grace. We have
been as trees planted by this river of waters, and we have eaten and
been strengthened by the fruit which has grown upon its banks.
would have this stream of salvation flow on and widen until it shall
cover all the desert places of the world. Amen. J

Our captivity of to-day shall be

We
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The Lesson Coin Thoughts

I
The divine river of salvation must be greater
than all rivers of sin,
God is my soul's supreme sufliciency,
If “God is my strength,” then my strength
will not give ont til my God gives out,
A man is as strong as the strength he can

11

This “river of salvation" js tamifold in jts
meaning,

It is a river of perpetual Peaee,

It is a river of incorruptible Purity,

It is a river of unwaning Powey,

This river of salvation symbolizes spiritual
Reneral,

[t symbolizes spiritual Revelation,

It stands for all the mighty mora] movements
among mankind,

1

This blessed river of God is to overflow the
world and wash away its wickedness,

It is to overflow al deserts of heathenism
which shall blossom as the rose,

This rviver cannot he permanently ohstrueted
Y anything that man can do.

It stands for all the redemptive forces of the
world,

It is a prophetic picture of the plentitude of
Omnipotenc .

It er that deepens and widens with
“the process of the suns,”

Every jota of Your influer for good iden-
lifies itself with ‘this river of divine influence
in the world,

v

The prophet points out that there iy mystery
contected with this river of redemption,

But everywhere in man’ experience he ig
wet with the fact of mystery
Mystery is a mental necessity always con-
nected with the Breatest magnitudes, spiritual
or physical,

Mental growth is a proe (
the metes and bounds of or)
No mystery fer man would be eternal
tonotony for man,

of pushing hack
ot

v
The prophet points out that this river of
silvation is beyond (he measure of man,

. am glad that the mind of God is top great
or man's mind to measure,

I the supply of Goqg did not surpass g
need it might not meet my need,

My greatest help comes from my superiors,

The strength to go to (jod MUst come from
God,

Vi

He does not L me whose knowledge js
only equal to mine,

No matter how deep my sin, God's salvation
is deeper,

No matter how Breat my guilt, God's grace
is greater,

It is the hopelessness of my own heart that
makes me lope in God,

Nelf-conceit is self-deceit,

He who does not trust some one g
himself iy untiustworthy,

Intelligent coufidence
intelligence,

When a man
he cannot gaf

eader than

is the supreme act of

5 to the place that e feoly
Yotrust anyhody it jg certair
that nobody can safely trust him,

The path of knowledge s Just as muel
path of faith as it is » path of faets,

0

VIl

We conld nog Ygo on to perfection” if we
did not haye some imperfections,

f we were fully grown, then we could not
make any growth,

It is fhe glory of the Christian that “God's
completeness flows around oup incompleteness,”

Though God's mepey Lompasses every man,
no man ey tompass God's mepey,

Thongh “it js the glory of GGod to conceal g
thing," it iy the glory of man to find it,

I trust the strength  of
Journey, and that is fap more
it would he to trust my own,

always fall short of wisdom when T fan
short of faith,

eam on a jong
intelligent than

VIl

This prophetie river is g picture of God's
exhaustless grace,

tis a picture of his unending goodness,

It is o picture of lis undying zospel,

It shows that his power is adequate to purge
away the sins of gl people,

Go omnipotence is mope plentiful than
man's impotence,

lis holiness is more abundunt thap man's
sinfulness,

The Lesson Heart Talk

There is q glorious day coming to this sin-
Smitten  oapth, The prophet’s vision of the
lealing waters will be fulfilled, Overything
shall live whither the river cometh, “As truly

as I live, saith the Lord, the whole earth shal]
be filled with my glory.” The redeeming work
of the Lord Jesus is not a failure, The river
of life shall flow down through the desert of
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earth’s pain, and heal the dead sea of its sin.
The fishers shall stand upon it to spread forth
nets and their fish shall be “exceeding many.”
Where is the place for discouragement, hris-
tian - werker, teacher, preacher, missionary?
The river is flowing, deeper, wider, every year,
We have only to make a way for it to come,
and into every open channel it \\xl roll, and on
this side and that side shall grow all trees for
meat whose lear shall not fade, neither shall
the fruit thereof Le consumed; there shall be
fruit continually because it is the viver
and the fruit shall be for mea: aund the
Why do we fret
80 long de-

new
of God,
leaf for
hecause

and
world's

bruises sOres,

the healing seer

layed, and because we seem ourselves to he so

little helpiul in its recovery? We mistake our
We are not sent to cure the world's
sin or sor We + osent only to open
courses vhere the healing waters may flow.
But Lere s where we fail.  What ave we doing
to make a way for the beautiful stream to entey
the eity tenement, or the
fields of our vast cow
at prayer or gift or work of ours is ojw -
a way for the life-giving river to flow into
dead sea of heathen superstition? We ar
responsible for the world's Or SOrrow,
we are responsible for the universai in-
More and more we
everything i
tithful hands have

mission,
0w,

but O,
flow of the healing waters,
see the word come true;
wherever the river comes, Yy
prepared a way for it by years of padent toil
in India, China, Japan, and the islauds of th
sea. It has entered as a little stream fore
its way turough many dithculties, until it
risen to waters to swim in, a river that «

Le passed over. 1t has hro e iot
nations.  Nearcely o1 \ in

those lauds

The Lesson in

Blest river of sal
Pursue thine onw
Plow thou to every pation,
Nor in thy richness stay:
¥ not till all the lowly
Triumphant reach their Liome:
1y not till all the holy
I'roclaim, 1e Lord
Dr. S, F.

is come!"
Nmith,

2. E:
and alludes more frequently
prophets to the ceremonial institutes of the
temple. He was every inch a Jew; and none
of the prophets possessed more attachment to
their country, more zeal to their law, and more
hatred to its We know'little of his his-

but we cannot check our fancy, as :he
to represent to us the face and figure of
this our favorite prophet. We see him young,

'kiel was a priest as well as a prophet,
than any of the

foes,
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could read fifty years ago. How utterly deso
late and dark were their desert lives! R
wherever the healing waters have found wa
the mind has awakened, the desire to know hs
taken the place of dull ignorance, and tlo
sands of souls have come out of prison iny
freedom and hope and happiness,

The Lovd Jelhovah, whose glory filled 1]
tewpie of Ezekiel's vision, is the Lamb
Saint John's from whose throne i
forth the pure river of water of life, |
salvation. Jesus is its source; his people |
with the Spirit are the channels through w
it Hows to bless the whole world. *IHe
believeth on me, out of him shall flow |
of living water: The viver of God; God
self, flowing with ever-broadening way thi
the nations, healing and making fruitful wl
ever it flowing in me, in you, with |
increasing fullness, pouring life into the wa
of death and restoring the soul whithe
it cometh! A holy people through whow
in Christ shall be brought in touch wii
nations and kindred and tongues; from
pivit-tilled heart the er of life pouring
out to others! Christ is the Temple fill
lis own glory, from him salvation’s rive

we his temple filled with his Spirit,

oing forth living streams to make the
better and happi We caunot fully
stand the ‘m-.nunlll symbols, but we do

i we drink and arve satisfic

v and come forth cleansed ; we open
nue of our being that it may How thron
uniindered and through us find its i

wiay to other souls. It is better thus to !
than to understand, as the valley unkno
rejoices in the .ortilizing steeam; bet
spivitual food than spiritunl analysis,

terature and Art

vision

flows

slender, long-locked, stooping, as if wm
burden of the Lord—with a visible fir
eve and cheek, and an invisible
and earnest purpose
like wild beauty
him, like the silver on the
the pine, and the air of early death
supernatural age and dignity to his
aspect. . We see him as he moved thro
land, followed by looks of admiration,
and fear; and, like the hero of Excelsior, un
touched by the love of maidens, unterri
the counsel of elders, undismayed by
by death, climbing straight to his object.
a being was Ezekiel—among men, but n
them—detained in the company
feet on earth, his soul floating
cherubim.—¢, Gilfillan.
3. Verses 1, 2. A

fire a
motions gestures,
ing him ghost, a

around

danger o

of flesh,
amid
rising

many vapors,
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from the sea, meet together in one cloud, and
that cioud falls down divided into many deops,
and those drops run together, making rills of
water, which meet in channels, and those chan-
nels run into brooks, and those brooks into
rivers, and those rivers into the sea; 8o it either
is or should be with the gilts and graces of the
church.  They all come down from God, divided
severally as he wills o various Christians,
They should flow through the channels of thejp
special vocations into the common
public use for church op
ultimately return into the
glory, from whence
Bishop Hall,

mes Russell Lowell shows infidel and
ike that it has heen Christianity alone
tamed the beastiiness

streams of
commonwealth, and
great an of his
they oviginally came,—

that “has and ferocity

[ the men who, hut for Christianj Y, might
ong g0 have eaten thejp carcasses like the
South Rea Islanders, or cut off their heads and
tmned their hides 'like the monsters of the
French - Revolution,  When the  microscopie
sarch of  skepticism, which has hunted the

s and sounded  the seas to disprove the
e of a Creator, has turned its attention
to human society, and has found a place on
this planet ten ‘miles square where a decent
1y live in decency, comfort, and security,
I ting and educating his children unspoiled
and unpolluted—a place where is reverad,
ey protected, manhood i ) e, woman-
bood honored, and human life held in due ye-
d—when skeptics can find such a place fen
= Square on this globe, where the gospel
me, and cleared the way and laid the
ms and  made decency " and security
possible, it will then he in order for th skepti-
litcrati to move thithey and ventilate thejy
Vs

I8 not

5. Verse 5. When one who has never

sailed
ipon the ocean stands on its

hore and

Lesson Side-Lights

L Those who have in
ke continent, westward,

Places set
I

recent years crossed
have found in many
hefore them amazing illustrations of
e transforming influence of water when et
1 through irrigating ditches upon the wistes
P the desert, Fifteen Years ago a tourist for
be first time took the California trip.  After
I0ssing the Needles, on the Santa Fé route he
found for many miles a dreadfy) desert stretch-
g far and wide and occupying the whole of
flat part of eastern ('Qllifnrnm. In places even
['¢ sagebrush and the cactus were absent, and
fothing was visihle but vast tracts of blistering
and, the embodiment of uttep desolation, A
itle over g year ago the same tourist took the
e journey : in the interval what a change
id taken place in that part of the State! The

e first
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watches the tumbling waves as they surge and
break upon the sands, how little does he know
of the majesty and grandevr of the great deep,
of its storms, of its power, of its secrets, of jts
unfathomable chambers, of its unweighed
treasures? [Ile se only the little silver «dge
that breaks at his feet.  So we stand hut where
the Spirit of God breaks upon the shore of our
world,  We see its silver edge, We feel the
piash of its waves upon our hearts, But of
its infinite reaches and outgoings beyond our
shores we know almost nothing, Yet blessed
are they who eyen stand by the shope and lave
their hearts in even the shallowest eddies

this divine ocean,— S0 R Miller,

6. Verse 9,
Be not amazed at life, "Pis still
The mode of God with his elect,
Their hopes exactly to fulfill,

In times and ways they least expect,
—Decan Alford,

of

7. Verse 12,
o know the iife
Penn,

8. Now, y

The truest end of
that

this life is
never ends.—1\William

! know, the fruit of the (ree
either for the continuance of jts race, or for
good, or harm, of other creatures, In
Is it a good to'the tree itself,
properly a part of the

than th 2 s a par
young of any creature py
But in the leaf
tree itself, Nay, 1
are the tree jrself,
I burdens and o
hreathes and lives,
Eastern symbolism,
men for others
“He shall Lring

his own joy and s
Ruskin,

is
the
no case
It is not, indeed,
at all, any more
the bird, ‘or the
t of the creature jt-
the strength of the
ghtly speaking, the leaves
Its trunk sustains: jts
hausts; hut in the jepf it
And thus glso, in the
the fruit is the labor of
It the leaf is thejp own life,
forth fruit, in his time; and
ngth shall he continued,”-

ol
¥

e
selr,

and Iffustrations

Vas now blossoming

orchards,

as the rose,
orange

farms, and gardens
the promise of 41 sort
paradise of

Vine-
groves, prune
radiant with
of fruit, and a gennine
arhorescence and verdure were to
miles where fop countless

yards, olive

plantations,

be seen fop scores of

ages there Liad heen absolutely nothing hut a
dreary desepr, What had oceasioned this map-
velous  transformation % How had the dese It

been made to hloom ?
1 evervwhere ip
ditches anad narrow
from the distant Sje

The answer was to he
the dams and irrigating
Streams, whereby watep
s had been let in upon
the desert sands, All that that rich, deep
needed was water, in order to make jt
1 abundantly ang fill the parched ground
ruitfulness, The desept was healed of itg

soil

hloss

with f
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miseries and ugliness and wastes, and life and
beauty were everywhere,

2. A vision like this the prophet beheld in
his meditations, He saw a stream of water
issuing from the temple, flowing down through
the defiles of the hills, flooding the valleys, car-
rying fruitfulness and bloom everywhere, and
finally renewing and cleansing even the briny
and brackish waters of the Dead Sea. The part
of Palestine through which he saw the healing
waters flow is, and has been for ages, a com-
plete picture of desolation, sterility, and
ghastly loneliness. Now, in his vision, he sees
all this region beautiful and fruitful with
verdurous growths, abounding in life, and glo-
rious with promise. The vision was a fuller
unfolding of what Isaiah had seen in smaller
degree (35, 1-7): “The wilderness and the
solitary place shall be glad ; and the desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. In the
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams
in the desert. And the glowing sand [the
mirage] shall become a pool, and the thirsty
lands springs of water.,” These visions also
remind us of the description of the New Jeru-
salem (Rev. 22, 2) : “In the midst of the street
of it, and on either side of the river, was there
the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of
froits, and yielded her fruit every month: and
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations.” .

3. Now, of what is all
What do these figures of speech mean? Toward
whag do they point? No one can easily go
astray in trying to t.1u<l out an answer to these
inquiries. The rising and spreading waters
issuing from underneath the altar in the temple
area, and filling the desert with beauty and
life—these, of course, prefigure the renewing,

this the symbol?
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refreshing, healing effects of the gospel. Just
as the tourist on a Western prairie learns
quickly that the thin thread of green at a is
tance denotes a watercourse, lined with tros
and herbage, so the traveler in many lands
comes at once to recognize by many tokens
whether he is in a Christian, a Mohammeday
or a pagan community, He recognizes 1|y
presence of the gospel and its privileges by (e
prevalence of certain living institutions—/s
pitals, asylums, schools for the blind, the deaf,
and the dumb, Christian journals and litery.
ture, institutions for the higher culture, noll
ideals of character, great reforms, a new valye
placed upon human life, a new value stamype
on childhood and womanhood, a quickened i
tellect leading to inventions and discoveries
without number. All these phases of civiliz.
tion in Christian lands afford us a modern il
lustration of the old saying of Ezekiel, written
down by him in_a period of privation and exil,
when he was himself a man of poverty, o
toil, and of suffering: “Everything shall live
whithersoever the river cometh.”

4. The stupendous changes wrought in law,
education, art, literature, science, and life |
the gospel constitute an argument of incre
value concerning its divine sanctions and origin
Such books as Uhlhorn’s The Conflict of Chris
tianity with Heathenism, C. L. Brace' 1
Christi, and Storr's The Divine
Christianity Indicated by
fects, are full of data wh
forming power wrought by the Christian -
ligion.  When illumined by the researches o
the historian, which exhibit all life transformei
by the gospel, the nineteen Christian centiyie
are seen in the retro to be but a fullil-
ment of the prophet’s ion.

h reveal (h«-

f

The School of Practice

I, The temple and the stream described in thig lesson represent the church of God and the blessi

which proceed from it.

myself seek for the greatest good from it.  And I wi

If the church is such a l»lou‘

ng to the world, I ought to honor it and support it, and
try henceforth to do this,

L. The lnﬂut'nvu of religion, as npn-m*lm-nl by the river, is healing, that is, it has power to cure the

corruptions of socfety, as fresh water flowing inte the salt marsh sweetens it.

If T can this week I will seek

to carry the gospel into some life or into some community that is like a desert for the lack of its influence.

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

General Preparatory Work

1. The Lesson Material :

L. Connecting Lin
Lessox Worp STUDIES,

I11. There is no I!nulkl Pussage.

Ezek. 47, 1-12,

The last visions of the prophet Ezekiel, beginning with chapter 40.

(Compar

IV, The Lesson Passage Divides Naturally where paragraphs begin in the Revision, at verse 8 and verse!

V. Comparative Study af' the Lesson Text,

Verse 1: instead of * Afterward,” “ And " ;

instead of * again,”

“hack”: instead of “stood,” “ was,” and this clause is thrown into parentheses; instead of ‘“‘at th¥

south side,” *“ on thesouth.” Verse2:instead of “ of the way,” *‘ by the way "’; instead of ‘‘about,”

+ pound

by "' : instead of “utter,” ‘‘ outer' ; insert *‘of the gate’’ after by the way ''; instead of *“‘eastward,” “1t/

ward the east.” The margin gives ‘““4rickled "’ instead of ‘‘ran out.”

Verse 3: omit “ And " ; instead of

Sept. 10]

“that had thy
stead of ** by
“caused me t
instead of *¢¢
“shall " befo
being brought
made to issue
“every living
12 are s0 chan
of ¥ nmrmhvs,
waters issuing
1;der, 2, 18 J
bolism of fore
4.3, Concer
Rev.21.6. W
:
[For pupil
clusive,  Eac
supplied with ¢
Preparing the
For Study A
graph oh GExE
Illustrative 1
explaining the
to Ezekiel, on
may be of inter
Constructing thy
Arrangement
of Ezekiel’s visi
Quarterly, pag
toduction, 1,
an angel who s
at the temple
stantly increase
river filled the
made the bitter
3. It was an en
uess of God's gi
Teaching the L
Suggestions fi
1. Before the
desert sloped dor
Ned—0 sea 80 s
and surrounded
o its banks ; ne
the sky above,
kiel or anyone e
fointed to" the t;
the temple thres
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2, It was not
But this dream +
Vaters meant pu
Srang from Gog
loes that teach?
cky desert wh
what does that t
Der as on  the;
iigs. We know'
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“that had the line in his hanq went [orth eastward,” * went forth eastward with the line in his hand " in-

stead of **brought me through,” *“caused me to pass through,"
“caused me to pass,” in each case. Verse 5: “through instead of “oyep in each case, Verse 7

instead of “at.” Vepge §;

Verse 4: instead of “brought me,"
: “upon

“ forth” instead of fout”; “eastern region " instead of *eountry "'; insert

“shall " before “go down "', “the Arabah instead of ““the desert " instead of Y40 into the sea: Which
being brought forth into the sea,” ‘“‘and they shall gotoward the sea ; into the seashall the waters 80 which were
rything that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever,
Verses 9, 10, and
e 11 : instead
The id

L. 46, 4; Tsa, 30, ¢

made to issue forth ; and,”

of “ marishes,” ¢ mapghes,”

I;der. 2. 18; Joel 8, 185 Zech. 13. 1; 14, 8 Rev, 22,

Rev, 21. 6,

Verse 9: instead of “evel
“every living ereature which swarmeth, inevery place whither the vivers (Heb, two rive rs),"
12 are s0 changed that verbal comparison cannot easily be made,
Concerning the “ door of the house?’ gee Ezek. 41, 2, 23-95,
waters issuing from the house of God wasa familiar one to Hebrew prophets ; compare
A
bolism of forest growth oceurs also in Isa. 60, 1 , 21;61, 8.
4.3, Concerning the healing qualities of the river ( verse 9 compare Isa, 12,
With the figures of verse 12 compare Rev, 22, 25 Gen. 2, 9; Psa, 1

See the printed text, Ve

With verse 2 compare E

With verse 8 compa &
.1 dohn 4, 14;
der. 17, 8,

The Junior Grade
[For pupils from nine to twelve years, in-
cusive.  Each pupil, if should be
supplied with a copy of the Berean Leaf,

possible,

Preparing the Lesson,

For Study Material for the teacher sce para.
graph oh G ERAL PREPARATORY Work, above,

Illustrative Material : The picture of the angel
explaining the meaning of the ever-growing river
to Ezekiel, on page 78, Berean Lesson Quarterly
may be of interest,

Comstructing the Lesson,

Arrangement of Lesson Truths : The description
of Ezekiel's vision in Tug Lessox Story, Bercan
Quarterly, page 78, furnishes an excellent in.

ket oy ", . .
troduction. 1. In a vision Ezekiel talked with
au angel who showed him a river which began
at the temple door, flowed eastward and con-
stantly increased in width and depth, 2, This
river filled the bad lands with fertility, and
made the bitter waters frosh and full of fish,
3.1t was an emblem of the force and the good-
uess of God's grace,

Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing the Outline ;

1. Before the coming of the river g rocky
lesert sloped down from Jerusalem to the Dead
Sea—a sea 8o salt that no fish could live in it,

il surrounded by barren marshes; no trees

i 0o fish in its waters: no birds in
bove.  Barrenness was all that Eze-

0 iyone else could see until God’s angel
lointed to the tiny stream flowing from under
the temple threshold ; with jts steady growth
ame unmeasured blessings,

+ 1L Was not a real river, but a dr

But this dream was full of meaning,

Am river,
The pure
waters meant ‘Jlll‘“ , holiness, goodness, They
Srang from God's house : what simple lesson
s that teacl They flowed ont toward the
kY desert where o Vere most needed ;
What does that teacl They grevw wider and
(er as on they flowed—Ilike all God's hless-
8% We know ' that whereyer in this world

there is plenty of water
bloom and tre S to grow, and we are not sur-
prised, therefore, to read that on each side ol
this river were man trees,  Its waters turned
the desert into g garden; they made the salt
sea fresh, but enough salt

flowers are likely 1o

marshes
produce the salt
needed for flayor and as preservative, I'he
last place on earth to which anyone would
have gone for fish was the Dead Sea; hut wle n
the river reached it it hecame full of fish. The
fruit of the trees that now grew on its shores
and in the dese Was good for food, and thejr
leaves were good for medicine, All the year
round the leaves were green and the fruit was
ripe,

Home Worl for Pupils,

Advance Work : Request each pupil to study
the MEANINGS Map) Easy, and wge the use of
the Home Reapry S,

Review Work ; 1. What is the Golden Text for
September 107 9, Through what sort of country
did the river of Ezekiel's vision pun? 3. What
blessing did iy bring to the lan* 4. What bless.
ings did it bring to the water ? [Let the teachier
write these questions, and give a copy to each pupil,
expecting answers to be brought in next Sunday. ]

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen
inclusive, = Kach pupil, if possible, should he
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Lesson Leaf.

were Jeft

on its that was

ores to

Years,

l’n/mriuy the Lesson,

For Study Material for the Teacher see para-
graph on GENERAL Prepag ATORY WoRK, above,

Tllustrative Material : The Moslem surround.
ings of the temple area at the present time, and
its Byzantine architecture, bear no resemblance
to its appearance before the exile and in Ezekiel's
vision; but a picture of the mosque at present ocen-
pying the site of the temple would be of interest.
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The traditional tomb of. Ezekiel the prophet is
pictured in the Senior Quarterly, page 183,
Constructing the Lesson.

Arrangement of Lesson Truths: 1. Waters
from the Sanctuary (verses 1-5), representing
the gospel of Christ, the source of salvation and
blessing. 2. The Desert Blossoms as the Rose
2)—a picture of the transforming
effect of the gospel upon the world.

Teaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing the Outline:

1. Waters from the Sanctuary (verses 1-3).
In barren Palestine there could be no greater
boon than an abundance of water, It was the
national and individual pros-

(verses G-

source of

per This stream hegan at “the door of the
house,” “the gate of the temple"—where, in

a profound sense, all the blessings of this
world, spiritual and temporal, begin. Com-
D the story of Acts 3. From God's house
and God’s book and God's Son, who was the

THE

WHOSOEVER mﬁLV

incarnation of all that the bhook
all that the house stands wds  the
river of blessing which flows through the cen-
turies, IFrom the holy of holies, the inusrmost
sanctuary, the throne-room of God (whether
thought of as in heaven or on earth), the
cater of life, clear as er, proceeds  (Rev,
1, 2). Fed by ms or showers, it
nstantly increase ty and powe No
the gospel of Christ is indebted for i
and its helpfulness to no earthly source,
. The Desert Blossoms as the Rose (verses
A notable lesson comes to us, from the
hat Ezekiel himself (good man as he
was) did not obhserve the heautiful trees which
ed him from the withering sun until the
angel called his attention to them. So we are
all apt to God’s  Dlessings without
thought or gr Wherever the
came it hrmn.ln iife and health and
The sea that is so salt and barren that it is
called the Dead Sea becomes the center of
life. It is all a wonderful picture of the trans-
forming effect of the gospel upon the world.
The usefulness of trials is shown in the preser-

wes and

proc

shelte

ymfor

. deed, curs

[Sept. 1g,

vation of certain “miry places” and “marshes”
for the production of salt. The trees are no
simply for shade and beauty, but for food unj
medicine. The healthful influence of the river
has chased away winter, and the leaves of 1l
trees never fade nor is the fruit exhausted.

The whole lesson shows the bounty and gool
ness of God as manifested in the gospel oi tle
Lord Jesus,

Ask the pupils to print near the center of
their pads:

THE WATER OF LIFE

Show what this is, whence it comes, wl
brings.  Show how a resident of the wix
ness of Judea might draw a little chanuel (
water from such a river as is here descrile
and irrigate his arid home acre. Then olser
how by our Golden Text he i invited so to

And so are we invited to take the real water o
Life. Print the word TAKE before, ay
FREELY after, THE WATER OF LII'E
Next inquire precisely who arve invited,
above the clanse already printed place the firs
pare of our Golden Text:

WHOSOEVER WILL, LET HIM

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work: Urge the HoME Reanivs
and the memorization of the GOLDEN Text for
next Sunday. Give to each pupil the following
questions written, with a blank space
each, and ask for written answers next
day: 1. About how long had the templ
in ruins when Ezekiel saw it in
2. How long after it was destroyed w
built? 3. Mention one or more blessing
the gospel has brought to men?

Review Work: Ask the pupils to
the Golden Texts for the month of A
as to be thoroughly ready for our Quarter

Review,
The Senior Grade
[For pupils above the age of seventesn
Each pupil, if possible, should be supplicd with
a copy of the Senior (}m\llm]\ ]
The Le ] page G
natural di 'SSON nareative,
most every detail is symbolic and convi
itual truth, Among the most notable t
are the five outlined under the headi
LessoN ArpLIED, Senior Quarterly, page 184
1. Every good and every perfect gift coms
from God the Father (James 1. 17). None
this world’s contributions to the welfan
mankind—snch as artistie expression, ir
inyention, scientific acumen—have been of
value except as they have been modific il
controlled by heavenly influences, IDhy
prosperity and intellectual <|('\nlnp|nm|l are, i
es wherever they ist without that
tual blessing which is figured here and
s the water of life,

Sept. 17]

2. God's
leavenly bl
the poor, tl
with a patl
the gate of
divectly or
benevolent g
ties of mode
the trees w
gospel river,
lives even of
ire neverths
(The truths
emphatic tea
3. God's §
has heen Chy
il reform
: is dang
oi the water
ity, in d
golden coin ¢
ve of God f
another can 1y

4. God's g
waters lave,
ahundance  the
touched by its

all

tially all  sor
edicinal leave
llave forgotten
feen divided b
lliustratively ]
fesus, and the

1. What did
it stagnant seaq !
L W may the
v will, det him ta

54, How are.
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2. God's house is the earthly source of
hieavenly Dlessings. Even before gospel times
the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the bling
with a pathetically cleay logic clustered about
the zate of the temple, The church of God is,
directly or indirectly, the source of all the
benevolent activities of the world. The chari-
ties of modern life are the medicinal leaves of
trees which grow on the banks of the
Nearly all the blessings of the
lives even of people who never come to church
nevertheless derived from that church,
(The truths of this baragraph especially need
cuphatic teaching,)

3. God's grace is God's gift.  So gewcrous
has been Christian appreciation of al] help in
moral reform and civilizing advancement that
there is danger of our forgetting that th river
o the water of life can neyep

the
gospel river,

e

be increased, in
rpidity, in depth, or in width, by showers of
golden coin or by The
ve of God flowi from one human heart to
another can be increased only by
4. God's grace ferti] ]
lave.  Other riptures show us in
ahundance that there is no human heart un-
touched by its enriching currents,  Rocks and
sands and mire, salt, bitumen, and miasmatie
re the best products that come from
ffected by the piver
8 grace has various manifestations—
1l sorts of fishes, all sorts of fruits,
tially all sorts of vegetables, too,
edicinal leaves, Because Christian
lave forgotten this the church of (
fieen divided by dj AStrous schisms,
lustratively the cure of three hlind
J the different means e

streams of learning,

more love,
es every  shore itg

inferen-
and of
men often
‘hrist has
Compare
men hy
and took with

fesus,
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each. What jf any one of them had doubted
the experiences of the others because they dif-
fered from his own? It is doubtful whether
the experiences of any  two Christians
closely similar,

6. God's grace is unremitting,
never ceased flowing,
ways harvest time,
always he caught,
God's love neyer

7. God uses religious forces
tions already iy
his

are

This river
On its banks it was al-
In its waters fish could
We should never forget thy
ceases,
and
existence as conveys
spiritual blessings,  The
which came from the threshold of God's house
was  destined sweeten the waters of (he
Dead Sea, and we might therefore expect it to
flow directly eastward into that sea,  But
through the centuries the waters of the Jorday
had heen pouring into that seq, True, they were
too feeble to change jts bitter and unwholesome
character, They were nevertheless doing
they could, and their message to the Dead §
though ineffective, had
ness and of life,
ineffective means,
natural stream
the Arabah ;
into_ the
fectiy,

organiza
wcers o
choicest Stream

always heen one of sweet-
It is man's method to discard
but God directed his super-
into the Dead Sea by way of
in other words, he poured it first
Jordan, and made that hitherto inef-
river the means of transforming the seq

i\‘nrv than one spiritual lesson bhuds
181

3 1 (DPsa.
the city of God ; the riy
in John's vision flowedi
the heavenly city (Rey,
invitation at Jacol's
courts, may profitably

pbassage,

6. 4) which made glad
rclear as erysial which
through the streets of
and our Lord's
and in the temple
ompared with this

22) ;
wel]
he

The Responsive Review

1. What did the prophet sec 9

mant sea?  Its waters wepe healed, 3

b What may the righteous man he said to hey
willy let him take of' the water arlife freey,

A spring of water flowing from the sacyeq place
What “then grew on its banks ®
Atrecorlife, 5

2. What effect haq it upon
Treex whose baf did not wither,

5. What is the gospel invitationy « Whoso-

The Church Catechism

v are the ordinances secured in rerpetuity in the church ¢ The
and ordained by the
chers, and other labourers,

n Church throngh men ealled of God
angelists, te

LESSON XII. Daniel in Babylon

Daniel purposed in his heart that he

GOLDEN TEXT.
AUTHORIZED VERs1oN
Read Dan. 2)

[ Commit to me mory verses 16, |

tudy the chapter,
n. 1. 8-20

8 But Dan'iel purposed in his heart that 1
id not defile himself with the portion of t
IEs meat, nor with the wine which he dray
erefore he prequested of the prince of

of
tichs that he might not defile himself,

ordinances are secured in perpetupty
church ; and through the co-operation
eeording to the gift and grace of God,

[Sept. 17
Dan, 1. 8,

weuld net defile himself,

REVISED VErsiow,*

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the king’s dain-
ties, nor with the wine which he drank : ther
fore he requested of the prince of the eundchs
that he might not defile himself. 9 Now God

— T S
*The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.

/
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9 Now God had brought Dan’iel into favor
and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs,

10 An(l the prince of the eunuchs said unto
Dan'iel, 1 fear my lord the king, who hath ap-
uomml your meat and your drink: for why
should he see your faces worse liking than the
children which are of your sort? then shall ye
make me endanger my head to the king.

11 Then said Dan'iel to Mel'zar, whom the
prince of the eunuchs had over Dan'iel,
Han-a-ni'ah, Mish’a-el, and Az-a-ri"ah.

> Prove thy servants, 1 beseech thee, ten

and let them give us pulse to eat, and
\\.ml to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon
before thee, and the countenance of the chil-
dren that eat of the portion of the king's meat :
and as thou seest, deal with thy servants,

14 So he consented to them in this matter,
and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their coun-
tenances appeared fairver ungl fatter in flesh
than all the children which did eat the portion
of the king's meat.

14 Thus Mel’zar took away the
their meat, and the wine that
drink ; and gave them pulse,

17 As for these fn_m' children, God gave them
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom :
and Daniel had understanding in all visions and
dreams,

18 Now at the end of the days that the king
had said he should bring them in, then the

ince of the eunuchs brought them in before

-u-chad-nez'zar.

portion of
they should

19 And the king communed with them: and
among them all was found none like Dan’iel,
Han-a-ni'ah, Mish'a-el, and . riah: there-
fore stood they before the Kking.

20 And in all matters of wisdom and under-
standing, that the king inquired of them, he
found them ten times bhetter than all the magi-
cians and astrologers that were in all his realm,

Home Readings
| Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Association]
Dan. 1. 1-7.
Dan. 1. 8-20,
35. 111,

My The captivity.
Tu. Daniel in Babylon.
IV, The Rechabites. Jer.

[Sept. 17

made Daniel to find kindness and compassiog
in the sight of the prince of the euuuchs,
10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unty
Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath ap
pointed your food and your drink: for wiy
should le see your faces worse looking than the
youths that are of your own age? so would ;
endanger my head with the king. 11 Then «ai]
Daniel to the steward whom the prince of 1
eunuchs had appointed over Daniel, Hanw
Mishael, and Azariah: 12 I’rove thy servuus
1 beseech thee, ten da and let them give us
pulse to eat, and water to drink. 13 Then
our countenances be looked upon before
and the countenances of the youths that
the king's dainties; dnd as thiou seest
with thy servants,

14 So he hearkened unto them in this 1
and proved them ten days. 15 And at tl |
of ten days their countenances appeared [l
and they were fatter in flesh, than
youths that did eat of the king's dainties,
the steward took away their dainties,
wine that they
pulse,

17 Now as for these four youths,
them knowledge and skill in all
wisdom: and Daniel had understanding
visions and dreams, 18 And at the end
days which the king had appointed for |
them in, the prince of the l'lllllll'lls brough
in before Nebuchadnezzar, And ¢
communed with them; and nlnnm.' them a/l wis
found mnone like Daniel, Hananiah, Mis
and Azaviah: therefore stood they bhefore
king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom
understanding, concerning which the king
quired of them, he found them ten times le
than all the magicians and enchanters
were in all his realm.

tter,

should drink, and gav

Th. Commendation. Jer, 12-19.

F. For the sake of othe

8. Walking wisely, Eph, 5. 6-21,

8. God giveth wisdom, Prov. 2.
Time.—Conjecturally B. C, 605,

Babylon.

19,
Place~

The Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 213,
RBe it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with ﬂlinl fear,
With loving gratitude.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 21,
, hear my cry, be gracious nm\ tome!
Come, Great Deliverer, come !
y soul bowed down, i longing now for thee.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 551,
When [Imcu of temptation bring Mness and gloom,

1 will tell it to

esus, my lord

The last of earth’s treasures bomn out to the tomb,
Questions for Senior Scholars

1. Loyalty to Principle (v. 8-10).—Who was
Daniel? How came he to be in Babylon?
Why was he placed in the king's palace?
What commended him to the royal favor?

What temptations would naturally surround
one at such a court?
2. Faith in the Outcome of Righteousio|

(v. 11:16).—How could a choice of vegetabh
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88ion
uchs,
tinty
L ap

why

Scpt. lT]

diet relieve Daniel from the danger of ac-
quiescing in idolatrous customs?  What was
Daniel's character as shown in our lesson ?
What may we learn from the use of the word
“purpose”?  Why did hLe abstain from the
king's food? In what Sense would the king's
meat have defiled Daniel ¥ What is it to be
true to God? g conscience always right?
What can we do to make it right? Why was
the “prince of the eunuchs” afraid of the king?
What is the meaning of “worse liking"? What
is the meaning of “your sort”?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER e~

3. The Gift of God (v. 17-20) —How were
these young Jews honored % Why were they
thus honored? Is there any reason to suppose
that God gave these four young men knowledge
and skill in al wisdom without their studying?
How long a time had they been students in the
lore of the Cha ldeans? What elements of char-
acter in these Young men were the foundations
of the honor they received? What is temper-
ance in the Scripture sense?  Summarize the
lessons modern temperance workers may learn
from Daniel,

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Conscience Triumphant (v. 816).—How
was Daniel brought to Babylon % What three
Hebrews were with him?  What did the king
wish to do with these four young men? (See
What was the purpose of Daniel
ud his companions ? What was there in the
king's meat that woulq make him unciean?
\ chose for
How did these

verses 3-6,)

) was the food which Daniel
Limself and his companions ?

four compare with the rest gt the end of ten
days?

2. God's Gift of Learning and Understand-
ing (v, 17-20) . —What was the object of the
three years’ training of these young
What gift dia God bestow upon them? What
special gift was bestowed upon Daniel? What
lesson of God's care is taught in this history
of the young men?

men?

Questions for Younger Schofars

Whom did Nc'lnlrlmdnozzul'. king of Babylon,
arry away from Jerusalem as captives? What
‘an you say of some of them? What did the
king of Babylon want to do? What diq he
want them to learn? Why did le want the
visest of them to become still wiser? That he
wight use their wisdom for hiy own purposes,
Wiat four princes were the flower of them all?

What new names were given to them? Belte-
shazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,
Who was the wigest of the four? What did he
ask of the prince who had charge of them?
Could he grant this request What did Danjel
ask Melzar to do% Did he do i How did he
find them at the end of ten (g What is a
straight path to honor? 7 mperance,

The Lesson Analysis

L Holy Purpose (verses 8-13),

(@) Daniel with three Jewish friends (verse
11} was a captive at the court of Nebuchad-
rezar, in Babylon, (b)) These four young men
vere candidates for places among the wise men

the nation, (¢) The king had given careful
‘rection that they should he fed on the best
Babiylonian food, (d) But this food, delicious
0s doubtless it was, was “unclean” 1o the con-

nees of Jews, (¢) Daniel “purposed in his
art” that he would do right at any expense
would reject al) “unclean” food. (f) Hav-

g thus purposed, he kept his determination to

self until he could :hlfm'(-minll_\' request

iner  food, “(9) God, who gives us our
fiends, brought Danjel into friendship with

e prince of the eunuchs, the officer who had
versight of the four young men. (h) Because
! the command of Nebuchadrezzar this officer
red to give plain food to Daniel and his
tends, (i) It did not seem probalile that
ey coulq thrive better op even as well on

lain food as on the rich viands and luxurions

fiquors of the court, (j) But Danije] respect-
fully insisted that the experiment he made,
(k) having full confidence that (3o would make
all things w together for good,

II. The Experiment (verses 14-16).

(@) At length the prince of the eunuchs con-
sented to try the experiment fop ten days,
(b) At the end of that time the four young
men were in bettep health than any of the other
candidates, (¢) They were therefore per-
mittell to eat the food that thejr consciences
demanded,

IIL Complete Suceess (verses 17-20).,

(a) Meanwhile God gave these four devout
Youths “skill in learning,” and to Daniel espe-
cially he gave Supernatural insight, (b) The
time came for theip examination before the
king. (e) I\‘ohu«-hndrpzznr talked with them
and these four youths surpassed all competitgrs,
(d) They showed greater wisdom than even
the experienced counselors of the kingdom. By
one means or another God always honors those
who honor him,
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The Lesson Word Studies

Note.—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

INTRODUCTORY.—The consensus of opinion among modern biblical scholars of to da;

is that the book

of Daniel, at least in its present form, is of much later date than the time of Daniel himself, dating probaul

from the early part of the second century B, C.

From the apocalyptic structure and content of the book it

i8 inferred that the purpose of the author was to bring a message of consolation to his fellow countrymen iy

a time of sore trial and persecution under Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, about 168-165 B. C.

Danie

and his three friends are ideals of fidelity to Jehovah and to truth under the most trying circumstance
God honors the loyalty of these men and grants to Daniel prophetic visions touching the ultimate reden-

tion of his chosen people.

Space clearly does not permit our entering upon a discussion of the points at issue here.!

We can only

remind the student that the worth of the narrative we are about to study has always been primarily in w
it teaches, and that its rich and profitable teaching is unaffected by considerations of date, authorshi

literary form.

Concerning separate historical allusions of the narrative we shall have occasion to speuk i

our treatment of the several lessons taken from the book.

Verse 8. Daniel—The traditional author
and hero of the book bearing his name. A He-
brew youth of noble descent, highly endowed
both physically and intellectually, carried into
captivity to Babylon by Nebuchadrezzar, in the
third year of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, to-
gether with a larger company of other youths
from Jewish nobility All that we know con-
cerning Daniel is related in the book of Daniel,
Here we are informed that he was a prominent
figure during the greater part of the seventy
years of captivity, and that he was a contem-
porary of five Babylonian kings (comp. Dan.

: 2 Kings 7: Dan. 5. 1 ; 6, An

tradition says that Daniel died and was

buried in Susa, to which city Cyrus, king of
Persia, had transferred his royal residence,

Defile himself with the king's dain-
ties—The royal menu might contain the meat
of animals not slanghtered in the proper man-
ner (Deut. 12, 23, 24), or of such as were
yrohibited to the Jews as food (Lev. 11, 4-20).

'he food and wine might both have been con-
secrated to heathen divinities by an offering of
a portion to them in sacrifice, as was custom-
ary, in which case the partaking of such food
would amount to a recognition of the heathen
god. The Jews, especially m’lz\lnr times
tached great importance to dietary law
the Jewish centers of the great « s even to-
day one may still find conspicuously placed on
the window or door of shop znul restaurant the
short Hebrew word =2 or its English equiv
lent KOSHER, or bhoth, signifying that .the meat
sold or the food served in that establishment has
been prepared in compliance with the proper
ritualistic requirements, ; )

10. For why shounld he—The lit¢
dering of an Aramaic idiom meaning
should.”

ren-
lest he

Tl-‘nr a full discussion nf the qm-sthﬁw of date, n||ll;nr-

ship, and historieity the student is veferred to Whedon's
Commentary on Daniel, by Camden M. Cobern, D.D.,
and to the volume on Daniel in the Cambridge Bible,
by 8. R. Driver, D.D,

Faces worse looking—Showing mark: o
neglect and hunger.,

Endanger my head with the king—
Literally, make my head guilty, that is, Lring
guilt and the forfeit of life upon my head. Tl
officer may have feared that the king would a
cuse him of having appropriated unto himsel
funds or food intended for the young men und
his care,

11. Daniel had appealed first to the chid
of the eunuchs and had gathered from his r
ply that he was unwilling to himself assum
the responsibility of granting the requ
though not necessarily viewing the request i
self unfavorably, IHe therefore turns from tle
chief of the eunuchs to a subordinate officer
who has the immediate charge of himself ani
his companions, and proposes to him that e
make a temporary test with vegetable die,
The experiment proves successful and the royal
food is dispensed with altoge s

The steward—Ilch. “Hammelzar”—>Melzu
being the title of some officer or attendant of
the court; bhut what officer is intended is un
certain,

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah—
Three intimate friends of Daniel who wer
later cast into the fiery furnace at the con
mand of the king and miraculously delive
from the furnace by Jehovah (comp. chap.

12. Ten days—A round number of das
long enough to test the results of the proposed
change i diet. For a similar use of the e
pression compare Gen, 24, 55 and 31. 7.

Let them—The proper persons “appointel
for that purpose. A Hebrew idiom whicl
English we might more prn[wrl.v. express by
using the passive: “Let there be given us.

Pulse—Vegetable food in general.

13. Daniel's proposition is that at the
of a reasonable period of time, during wh
they have been permitted to live on this simpl
diet, a test of the results be made and that th
officer making the test be guided hy the ot
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come. The proposition implies an agreement
on the part of Daniel and his companions to
submit to the result of the test,

14. So he hearkemed unto them—The
officer himself was taking no risk in the matter,
since ample time would remain to overcome any
possible evil effects of the experiment hefore
the time set for the appearance of the young
men in the presence of the king,

16. Took away— T}t is, bermanently, pep-
mitting Daniel and his friends to subsist upon
the simpler diet during the entire three years
(comp, verse 5),

17. These four youths—Daniel and the
three others mentioned in verse 11,

Skill in all learning and wisdom—

The Lesson

Tue Test or Caramiry
Daniel was subjected in the first yea

bis captivity in Babylon to a variety of sey

moral tests, The first was the test of calamity,
He evidently belonged to the nobility, possibly
was one of the princes of Judah, It an
overwhelming calamity, therefore, when with
others of his countrymen he was carried away
is a captive to Babylon, It was the studden
passing from freedom and plenty into slavery
He was torn away from all the sacred associa-
tious of his life, and thrown into the midst of a
strange speech, cruel temper, and
heathen religion, As a Hebrew it might haye
seemed to him that the God of Isrhel had for-
gtten his covenant with the nation, and that it
was useless longer to serve him, The effect
Upon many minds would have been exceedingly
liscouraging, and would have resulted in mora]
indifference op desperation, *But the strength
& Daniel's character appears at the outset in
that his ealamity diq not shake his moral in-

tegrity nor weaken his faith in God,

people of

Tue Test or CoNrorMITY
In the new situation in which Danie]
Limself he might very easily have
himself that many of his former moral obliga-
tims were annulled, Morality, he could have
irgued, as many now irgue, is largely a matter
of custom, The society in which we live, he
it have said, sets us the standards for our
nduct ; and, therefore, when we pass out of
il environment into another, the rules
* former ave no longer binding ; indeed, jt
duty to conform to the new social
even if it did not ocenr to him to
Or 1o confuse his moral sense with such
e as these, he could have found in
What might have looked like necessity a jostifi-
Ction f conforming to the habits of others,
erilous to refuse as profane the food
v the king. Or at least it might in-

found
persuaded
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Wisdom is here used in the sense in which we
use the word seience, to designate an intelli-
gently arranged body of principles,

And Daniel had understanding in all
visions and dreams—Ip (),jg point Daniel
excelled the pest, His special gift is pointed
out here as illll'mlll«'lul'_\' to the narrative which
follows and which hinges largely upon this
special gift,

19. Communea with them—1T),,
with a large company of youths mentioned
verses 3-5,

20. Magicians and enchanters—7).
wise men of ancient Orienta] courts. The pre-
cise sense in which the words are to be under-
stood is difficult to determine,

Exposition

is,
in

cur the displeasure of those under whose charge
he was placed, Simple practical common sense,
a4 reasonable regard fop good policy and self-
interest, might have seemed to Justify, even to
demand, conformity in the Inatter of eating and
drinking, But Daniel was not moved by any
of these things, His conscience, like the mag-
netic needle, was not influenced by new sup-
roundings, but heldq steadily to the pole of duty,
There was a higher law than socigl custom.
Duty did not « ase to be duty because it in-
volved danger, Wl principle was not a pliahle
thing to be hent according to the demands of
policy.  Daniel endured the test of conformity ;
but we many who hregk down
pressure,

see under its

THE Test oF THE MINoriTy

It was not simply that Daniel founq himself
among a lheathen People  whose customs and
conceptions of duty differed from hLis, e was
put to the further test of finding himself with
the minority of his own people,  With the ex-
ception of fhpee other Young men all the other
Israclites hrought into the king's house Appear
to have accepted the meat and the wine, T'his
meant in the stand he took that he must make
himself peculiay, Not unlikely jt subjected Lim
to the criticism of his friends, To many his
course would sefm unreasonable anq hypercon-
seiantions, and some would regent S Q4 re-
flection on their own conduet,  Otheps may
have looked on his nonconformity with appre-
hension lest it should excite the displeasure of
the king against the whole company of Israel-
ites and hring trouble upon them all. It must
be appreciated that Daniel's Course was not g
commonplace eccentricity, Iy does not take
any courage to he eccentrie, vantrivir,\' may
be nothing more than an exhibition of personal
conceit which seeks to attract a cheap publie
attention.  But a man will net go in the face
of the sentiment of hijs friends in a serions
matter, and take the pisk of incurring thejp ill-
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will and poor opinion, particularly when his
own safety is put in jeopardy, simply to be ec-
centric. Eccentricity may even be cowardly,
but moral independence requires courage.
Daniel's action had that quality of courage.
The common thought is right in singling out as
his great characteristic the fact that he “dared
to stand alone.,” He was brave enough to risk
his fate on God’s side though the great ma-
jority stood on the other side, There are a
few verses in Lowell's The Present Crisis which
teachers of adult classes, especially of young
men and women, should read.

LAws OF NATURE ON THE SIDE OF TEMPERANCE

Daniel put the question of the superiority of
a simple temperance habit to the test of ex-
periment. “Try it for ten days,” he said to the
king's officer, “and see how it works.” That
was a submission of the case to nature, and
nature gave her answer in the fairer, healthier
faces and superior physical condition of those
who abstained from the Kking's meat and
drink. And nature still vindicates temperance.
Physicians bear unvarying testimony to the ad-
vantage to health which comes from abstinence
from intoxicating drink and from sumpruous
diet. The tables of the insurance companies
show that intemperate habits shorten life on
the average by many years. The young man
who begins the use of ‘intoxicating drinks may
be sure at the outset that whatever else may
result it is practically certain that he will be
in his grave much sooner than would otherwise
happen. The physical effect of strong drink is
not its worst, but if there were nothing more or
worse this should Dbe enough to deter every
rational person from its use,

Tue DeEADLIER EFFECTS OF DRINK
It is fair to pnint out that Daniel's refusal
to drink of the king's wine was not simply on
the principle of total abstinence. The wine
and the meat of the king’s house were first of-
fered as sacrifices to idols, and therefore were
in the sight of Daniel unholy, and to have re-

[Sept. 17

ceived them would have worked religious de-
filement, Nevertheless his abstinence is a very
proper lesson in temperance in our present
sense of the word, And it should be remew-
bered that there are greater evils resulting from

inebriety than the physical effects. impairs
the mental powers, It unbalance judg.
ment. It weakens the will. It inflan Il the

animal passions. It dulls the conscience and
blinds the moral vision, It gives rein to all
sensual impulses, It lowers self-respect and
tends to bestialize the life. It wars against

“the spiritual nature and kills out reverence

and prayer. It corrupts the imagination and
fills the mouth with the speech of folly and
madness. It causes friendship to be forgotten
and love to be trodden under feet. The whole
wide field of its history is strewn with Lomes
ruined, lives wrecked, the victims of mauiold
crimes, trusts betrayed, prisons filled, high posi-
tions dishonored, and graves filled with the un-
timely dead. Into the spirit of wine Satan
seems to have breathed the essence of all «vils
for the corruption and ruin both of the souls
and the bodies of men.

Tue HiGner BLESSINGS OF DANIEL'S
FipeELITY

As there are deeper and deadlier effects of
inebriety than its pliysical results, so there are
higher and richer ble ings than bodily lealth
which come from sobriety and temperance
adopted as a moral choice. The case of Daniel
illustrates this. His simple diet brought 1
him the advantage of greater physical sound
ness and health as compared with others. Bt
that was the least part of it. His choice
bravely taken and nobly maintained securel
for him xho favor and blessing of God. Gl
gave him * kum\lmlw and skill in all l"III!.h.
and wisdom.,” The young man who a
courageous position on the matter of d

ing
and stands by it in the face of all influences
and temptations, yeceives a general moral up
lift and strengthening that will give higher tone
and worth te his whole life,

faltering obedience to thy will.
port us in temptation.

THE LESSON PRAYER

Our Father, grant that we may fix in our hearts the purpose that
sustained Daniel under temptation, not to defile ourselves by any act
in conflict with the highest sense of duty. May we carry this purpose
with us in all our relations and in all of our work. May we hold moral
defilement to be the greatest evil, and a conscience void of offense to
be the highest good. May our bodies with all their passions be brought
into subjection to the Spirit, and may we be made free through an un-
Our strength is not sufficient to sup-
Be with us in the hours that come for our test-
ing, and strengthen our hearts and keep our feet from falling. Amll
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The Lesson Coin Thoughts

18
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I

He who is purposeless is powerless,

The triumph of the soul means much more
than the triumph of the sword,

It takes a kingly character to defy the cus-
toms of kings in the interest of righteousness,

Doing right at any cost is the essence of
beroism,

Caterers are never conquerors,

He who trifles with moral character cannot
be a moral conqueror,

No man’s conquest is ever complete till he
conquers himself,

The man with a great purpose never parleys
nor plays with great principles.

11

However a man may blunder, it can never
be ill to purpose well,

A man may spoil the finest practice by a bad
purpose,

Good purposes and bad practices are not
compatible, . . P

He who has a high purpose in his heart can-
not live a low life, k .

The way to hell is not “paved with good in-
tentions,” but bad purposes,

I
“God had brought Daniel into favor ;" that is
better than a “political pull.”

We are sure to fare well when God favors us,

The path of pain is often the path to peace
and power,

Singularity is not strength, but a man's
strength may make him singular,

l‘«rulinrit,\' is not power, hut unusual power
may make a man peculiar,

v
It is only the powerful that know the perils
of power,
The greatest scepter comes at the price of
the greatest suffering,
Daniel won the love of the eunuchs before he
won the rule of them,

The way of sacrifice may be steep, but the
end thereof is sweet,

There is nothing wicked in wine till it gets
into a man, &

Only the man who trusts God can stand su-
preme tests,

“God gave them knowledge and skill;” yes,
but they had also given themselyes to God.

God will always give us what we need to do
his will,

VI

“Therefore stood they before the king;” I am
glad the record did not make them run,

Men who stand for the King of kings do not
often run from corrupt kings, “

We need not fear the evil if we are fearless in
doing the good.

God, who is our Friend, is greater than any
man who is our foe,

Our fears often harm Us more than the foes
we fear,

VII

“Ten times better;" God's plans are always
better than men's,
t is because God's way is perfect that it is
perfectly wise to choose God's way,

In everything God's will and way are many
times better than mine,

But the secret of God's will is with the
heart, and not with the Lead,

When we love the God of law it is easy to
love the law of God,

VIII

Iere are the characteristies of courage : Con-
science character, cony ‘tions, cheerfulness,
faith, or, persistence, power.

The trongest man is never svlf-«'vnt(\red, he

od-centered,
.“‘hu way of self-will is never the way to God’s
will,

To be self-satisfied is sure
ficiality,

Nothing but God is great 'enough to satisfy
the soul,

is

proof of super-

The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES

It is good to know these four fine young fel-
lows in long-ago Babylon. T am glad there are
% many like them in the world now, I wish
it could be said of every one, as I rejoice to
know it can be said of some, He has purposed
in his heart that he will not defile himself,”
bere are two strong pillars upon which a
bure, noble, influential personality rests, They
show grandly in the conduct of Daniel and his
friends, They are the personal consciousness of

a personal God, and a proper appreciation of
the dignity of manhood, Character firmly built
upon these convictions will stand the stress and
strain of temptations besetting young men and
Women to-day, the same as those which tested
Daniel's moral fiber, He had been taught the
pure Hebrew faith in childhood ; but now he
was in heathen Babylon, 1t surpassed any
modern city in temptations to self-indulgence
and vice of every sort, Here he was tempted
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by his youth, his inexperience, social customs,
his position and his prospects of promotion, and
by the fact that he was away from home and
home influence, This covers every situation in
which a young person may be placed. But he
had a principle within himself, and adhered to
it. He helieved certain things were wrong, and
instead of adjusting his conscience to his sur-
roundings he settled himself upon his own con-
vietions of duty and so inclosed himself in a
fortress secure from the enemy, Duty once
clearly settled, the whole course of conduct is
gettled, There was a strong temptation to com-
promise, for his friend at court who had been
kind to him said perhaps he would lose his own
head if the king should be displeased with
Daniel’s decision. But he had the spirit of
Faber's vigorous verse,

“For right is right since God is God,

Aud right the day must win;
To_doubt would be disloyalty,
To falter would be sin.”

And so without stopping to reason about it
(where the tempter so often gets the better of
us) he said, “Prove us for ten days and see.”
It is safe to test a question of duty on the side
of conscience, Some has  wisely =said,

+ zo over to the devil's ground to fight his
battles ; he gets llu- ml\unmm- there.,” It }\nuld
have heen a ient for Daniel to
have said, the king's meat and wine
for ten days ; perhaps it will do us no harm, and
we would better keep good friends with these
people we have to live with.” A different story
would be told of his life if the foundations ad
s0 given way in his youth. Temptation met and
conquered, duty clearly seen and faithfully
done, he went from strength to strength; to the

one
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beauty of a perfect manhood and a courageous
and influential old age.

With faith in God, not traditional, dogmatic,
or doctrinal, but real and personal; and with a
purpose to live such a life as will honor him
and be worthy of one created in his image, we
are safe in every place and under all tempta-
tion, Daniel's test proved and developed the
strength of his principles. You are not 1o
grow morally strong by never facing the tests
the world presents, but by meeting and over
coming them. *“To him that overcometh will [
grant to sit with me upon my throne.” You
cannot be an overcomer, unless you have met
something to overcome. You cannot be a vict
if you have never fought and won a battle,
glory of living is to be “a hero in the strife”;
not to bemoan the fact that there are tempta-
but to purpose in your heart that you
will not be defiled by them, This is what the
world around us needs—the resisting life of
souls fixed in purpose for righteousness, 1
lately as I crossed the continent many i
set up here and there without any app:
reason for their location nor any great strei
in the way they were put together. But I\
told they were there to arrest the snowdrifts;
even those slight structures shielded the
way from the force of winter storms, You
need to stand where you are as a fence (o e
fend others who are exposed to destructive
opinions, customs, and social tendencies,
may think ourselves of too little cons
for people to notice what we do or sa
one can live a true life without adding to the
forces that uplift and save the world. 11 will
cost something ; but the gain far outweighs
cost; for the word is always proved true
“Them that honor me I will honor, and they
that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.”

tions,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. What men want is not talent—it is pur-
pose.—Bulwer,

2. Learn to
use to you than to be
Npurgeon.

3. A man without decision can never be said
to belong to himself; he belongs to whatever
can seize him.—Foster.

4. I consider the temperance cause the foun-
dation of all social and political reform,—
Cobden,

5. Temperance puts wood on the fire, meal in
the barrel, flour in the tub, money in the purse,
credit in the country, contentment in the house,
clothes on the back, and vigor in the body.—
Franklin.

6. There is not a thought in a hogshead of
beer, Nothing of merit was ever written under

v No! and it will be of more
able to read Latin.—

the inspiration of lager beer. It stupefies, and
its effect on the brain is to stagnate thought—
Rooscvelt,

7. Verse 8.

Who is the happy warrior? Who is he

That every man in arms should wish to e’

It is the generous spirit, who, when brou
Among the tasks of real life, hath wrought
Upon the plan that pleased his boyish thought!
Whose high endeavors are an inward light
That makes the path before him always !
Who, with a natural instinct to discern
\\'hnlt knowledge can perform, is diligent to

earn ;

Abides by this resolve,
But makes

wight

and stops not there,
his moral being his prime care.
—Wardsiworth,

8. When Kossuth was an exile in Turkey th
zovernment was strongly pressed by Russia o7
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Austria to give him up. The expedient was re-
sorted to, by the Sublime Porte, of making his
continued protection contingent on his embra-
cing Mohammedanism, Hear his reply : “My an-
swer does not admit of hesitation, Between
death and shame the choice can neither be
dubious nor difficult, Governor of Hungary,
and elected to the high place by the confidence
of fifteen millions of my countrymen, I know
well what I owe to my country, even in exile,
Even as a private individual, I have an lLionor-
able path to pursue, Though once the governor
of a generous people, T leave no inheritance to
my children, They shall at least bear an un-
sullied name, God's will be done! I am pre-
pared to di "—Bishop Foss,
9. Verse 9, “They are
friends,”

10. “Sentiments of friendship which
from the heart cannot be frozen in adye wit)

11. True friends visit us in prosperity only
when invited, but in adversity they come with-
out iu\'ilulion.-'I'In‘o[:/:ruxlun.

12, Verses 9-16. Popular opinion
greatest lie in the world.—Carlyle,

13. I do not regret having braved public
opinion, when I kunew it was wrong and was
sure it would be wmerciless—~Horace Greele v.

rich who have

flow

is the

14, Temperance is reason’s girdle and pas-
sion's bridle,~—Jere my Taylor,

15,
Impostor, do mot charge most innocent Nature,
As if she would her children should be riotous
With her ¢ bundance, She, good cateress,
Means her provision only to the good,
That live according to her sobey laws,
And holy dictate of spare Temperance,
If every just man that now pines with want
Had but a moderate and beseeming share
Of that which lewdly pampered Luxur
Now heaps upon some few with vast ex S,
Nature's full bles ngs would be well dispensed
In unsuperfluous even proportion,
And she no whit encumbered with hep store ;
And then the Giver would be bettey thanked,
His praise due paid ; for swinish gluttony

Lesson Side-Lights

L. Boys Adway from Home., The verses show
Us four young fellows far from home, and in
drcumstances of allurement and peril.  They
liave heen reared in homes of piety in the land
of Israel ; now they are in Bulu_\'l.on. the worst
Mace in the world, away from the restraints of
lome life, remote from the privileges of the
Suctuary, with no priest or parent to warn,
instruct, op comfort them. And, while they are
exiles and in bondage, their peculiar privileges

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

Ne'er looks to Heaven amidst his gorgeous feast,
But with besotted base ingratitude :
Crams, and blasphemes hijs 1'_«(~¢I|_-|'.—.llillon, in
the Lady's Reply to the Nolicitations of Comus,

16.

Though I look old, yet I am strong and lusty ;

For in my youth I never did apply

and rebellious liqlw:\_ in my blood,
" did not with unbashful forehead woo
means of weakness and debility ;

Therefore my age is as g lusty winter,

Irosty, but Kindiy.—Shake speare,

17. Verse 17, The more we know, the
greater our thirst for knowledge, The water
lily, in the midst of waters, opens its leaves and
expands its petals at the first pattering of show-
ers, and rejoices in the raindrops with g quicker
sympathy than the parched shrub in the sandy
desert,— Coleridge,

18. Virtue is an angel; but she is g blind
one, and must ask of knowledge to show her the
pathway that leads to her goal, Mere knowl-
edge, on the other hand, like g Swiss mercenary,
is ready to combat either in the ranks of sin
or under the banners of ri;:hlnuu.\m'»'; ready to
forge cannon balls, or to print New ’l‘n-s(;mwms;
0 navigate a corsair's vessel
ship.—Horace Mann,

19. Verse 19, Could I obtain a hearing of
the young men and young women who thus seek
the city, 1 would say to them, not
might, “Flee for your
steads and villages,”
worthy ambition,

or a missionary

as some
lives back to your home-
for theirs is a noble and a
But I woulq say to them,
“'ut on the whole armor of God, seek out the
society and sustaining frivnrhhip of the virtuous,
attend the house of God, and cling to that
u-:u-ln-l'_\\ho most sensibly touches your soul,
Keep strictly to the early teachings of

sl0us parents, forget not your early prayers;
and, m company where there may he sneerers,
skepticism, or atheists, who disdain the acknowl-
edgement of a Supreme Being, have the courage
and resolution to proclaim your belief, and in
reply to their taunts and sne show them that
You can he more affable, more agreeable, and
more attractive in company with your beljef
than they with theirs,"—Beecher.,

and Illustrations

as residents
to share

in the royal palace, and
in the dainties

invited
and luxuries of the
king's household, make their situation more
perilous,  They bring to mind the situation of
boys and young men who for the fipst time go
away from home—to school, to learn a trade, to
undertake work for themselves, to earn a living,
The habits they form, the associations and
friendships they make, the purposes they
cherish at such g turning point in theip lives will
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have a bearing for good or evil on their whole
after career, The example of Daniel and his
three companions ought to serve as a blessing
and an inspiration for all young people away
from home.

2. Tact. The leader of this little body of
youths had that almost indescribable quality
which has in all realms of life a singular value—
tact. Instead of acting stubbornly, and making
a pretentious show of his scruples, and thereby
awakening instant opposition, he made a simple
and tactful request of the prince who was over
them: “Try us for ten days on vegetable food,
and see if we do not thrive. It will not cost you
anything to make the experiment, and we are
anxious, as well as you, to make a good show-
ing of the results, Try the experiment, and
determine for yourself whether we will not
thrive on the food we have been accustomed to
eat.,” There was a quiet shrewdness, a subtle,
frank, and winning wisdom, in this request that
won immediate acquiescence, under circum-
stances where abruptness, unruliness, or un-
tactful behavior would have brought humilia-
tion and punishment, Some one has suggested
this motto as embodying the tactful primnciple,

irant graciously what you cannot safely re-
fuse, and conciliate those you cannot conquer.”
One of the definitions of tact is this: “The
ready power of appreciating and doing what is
required by circumstances.” That adept in
Sunday school work, Marion Lawrence, says:
“Tact is that quality which makes one master
of the situation. It is something like that
quality in a cat which makes him light on his
feet when you drop him. It is an art worth
(‘l.llli"ﬂ(ing.' Daniel possessed this quality in
his boyhood and youth. Ie cultivated it in
mature life,

3. William Morley Punshon, in his lecture on
“Daniel in Babylon,” has this to say with re-
gard to this opening scene in Daniel’s career:
“Look at him as he is first introduced to our
notice, He was lonely, he was tempted, he was
in peril. Loneliness, temptation, danger—these
are words which, perhaps from painful personal
experience some of us can understand. Add to
these the further condition of bondage—a word,
thank God, whose full meaning a free people
does not understand—and you have some con-
ception of the position of Daniel when we first
become acquainted with him in the palace of
the king of Babylon. . . He made the stand
at once and resisted on the earliest occasion of
encroachment upon conscience and of require-
ment to sin, ‘He purposed in his heart that he
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would not defile himself with the king's meat,
nor with the portion of wine which he drank’
Now, as a true Hebrew, bound by the rescripts
of the Mosaic law, certain meats were forbidden
to him which other nations ate without scruple,
Moreover, the chances were that the bread ani
the wine had been idolatrously consecrated, for
those old pagans were not ashamed, as we are,
to pervade the common things of life with their
religion. To Daniel, therefore, these things were
forbidden, forbidden by their ceremonial up-
cleanness, forbidden equally by their idolatrous
associations, and it was his duty to refuse then,
. . . It is against the beginning of evil, the
first breach upon the sacredness of conscience,
that you must take your stand. It is the first
careless drifting into the current of the rapids
which speeds the bark into the whirlpool's wave
Yield to the temptation which now invites you
and it may be that you are lost forever.”

4, George Gilfillan, in his now almost for
gotten but very eloguent book, The Bards of
the Bible, says of this character whom we are
studying : “Daniel, the dignified counselor, the
fearless saint, the ardent patriot, the blameles
man, the magnificent dreamer, was certainly cue
of the most admirable of our Scripture worihies,
His character was formed in youth; it was
tained in defiance of the seductions and the
terrors of a court. IHis‘genius, furnished witl
every advantage of education, and every vari
of pagan learning, was consecrated to Gol
The window of his prophecy, like that of his
chamber, opened toward Jerusalem,”

6. Daniel, in youth, middle life, and old az
affords us a shining instance of “sainis v
strange places.,” The Bible gives many spe
mens of men and women whose lot wis s
nugld lul.lowunl circumstances, who were de
prived of the “means of grace,” as we are a-
customed to style them, and yet who devclope
the highest sort of courage, fidelity, devotion
and admirable and exemplary character. Il
stands before the ages as an illustration of the
great truth that the richest ces and the
noblest manhood, by the nourishing kindnes
and care of God, can flourish in stran
kindly, and even hostile soil, Let, thei
man ever plead that he is hindered by
cumstances, or debarred by his lot in lif
serving God, when the examples of Joseph iv
Egypt, Obadiah in the court of Ahab, the wift
of the steward in the palace of the wicked king
Herod, Zaccheus the publican, and I!_:mu-l in
Babylon, are mht}u-f«)rn us, in the Bible, for
study and emulation.

The Schoel of Practice’

1. Daniel simplified his future course by putting himself on record at the beginning as wnwillin: o con-
promise his conscience. Iwill also take a firm stand against the first step in every proposed wrong cours

that may come to me.

IL. Daniel stood firm against the influence of associates and the fear of possible personal harm
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pledge myself this week to refuse to be turned away from any duty by the influence of friends or enemies,,

or any selfish consideration,

II1. Temperance means not only abstinence from the use of strong drinks, but moderation in all phys-
ical appetites. I will this week and always strive to keep my bodily life subject to the life of the soul,

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

General Preparatory Work

L. The Lesson Material :

Dan. 1, especially the printed verses 8-20,

Read also chapter 2,

IL. There is no Paraliel Tussage, nor any direct Connecting Link, Concerning Daniel himself and the Book
which bears his name see the LessoNn Worp STUDIES, page 698,

III. The lesson bassage naturally falls into Z%yee Divisions : verses 8-13 3 14-16; 17-20,

ANALYSIS, page 607,
IV. Comparative Study of the Lesson Text :

of “God had brought Daniel into favor and tender

See the Lesson

Verse 8: instead of ¢ portion of lh(; king’s meat ' reaq ¢ king's
dainties " (here and in verses 13 and 15 ); the law of the clean and the unclean is given in Ley, 11
ecies of the defilement incidental to the exile are given in Ezek. 4, 13, 14: Hos, 9, 3, 4,

; proph-
Verse 9: instead

love with,” “ God made Daniel to find kindness and
compassion in the sight of "; compare Psa, 108, 46; Prov, 16, 7,

Verse 10: instead of meat” read “food »:

instead of  children, » ‘‘youths, ” here and in verses 13, 15, and 17; instead of “of your sort,” “of your

own age” ; instead of *“ then shall ye make me,” “so would ye, »
steward” (here and also in verse 16) ; instead of ‘*set," “appointed, » Verse 12

“herbs " ( Margin ): see also verse 19,
“they were " before * fatter, ” v

Verse 14: inatead of ** consented,” « hearkened,””
3 16 : instead of meat,” “dainties,"

Verse 11: instead of Melzar, " * the
instead of ¢ pulse,”
Verse 15: insert
Verse 17 : insert ¢ Now before

“As.” Verse 18: instead of “Now,” “And” ; instead of ‘“that the king had said be should bring,

“which the king had appointed for bringing.”

The “days” were three years. Verse 20: instead of “all
matters,”” “every matte; " ; instead of ¢ that ‘“‘ concerning which " instead of “uslr(«lom-rs,” L

enchant-

ers.” In the Revised Version paragraphs begin with verse 8, verse 14, and verse 17,

The Junior Grade

[For pupils from niuc to twolve years, in.
cusive,  Each pupil, if possible, should b
supplied with a copy of the Berean Leaf.]
Preparing the Lesson,

For Study Material for the Teacher see
paragraph on  GENBRAL PREPARATORY Work,
above,

Dlustrative Material : The picture of Daniel
making his request of the prince of the eunuchs,
Berean Institute Quarterly, page 80, may be
found of service,

Constructing the Lesson,

Arrangement of Lesson Facts: The story
toncerning Daniel's three friends, to be vead on
Wednesday ; the story of how the king of Baby-
lon lost his mind, to be read on Thursday ; and
the Captives’ Psalm, to he read on Sund will
be found helpful in providing a background,
The simple outline suggested in the GENERAL
PREPARATORY WORK, above, will help the
teacher to present the lesson story in vertebral
fashion, But we should never forget that always
when skeletons are exhibited in public they are
dead ; and the too open display of your outline
Will imperil the vitu{ity of your teaching,

eaching the Lesson,

Suggestions for Developing the Outline ;

+ The Boy Who Trusted in God. We will
s, rather “the Boys,” for doubtless Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah Jjoined in Daniel's request,
 they afterward shared in his reward. Our

Worp Stupigs, page G98, help much to an un-
derstanding of the details of thiz story. 1, Re-
member that young Daniel was g captive—the
slave of King Nebuchadrez , dependent for
his “chances in life” on the whim of that king.
That, at least, is what most people thought, not
taking God into account, Nebuchadrezzar might
have chosen to make a soldier out of Daniel, or
a merchant, or a street Sweeper., He deter-
mined, however, to make him (in a professional
sense, of course) a “wige man”; for just ag
we train certain young men to bhe ministers, so
the people of Babylon trained certain young
men to become “wise men,” so that when they
&rew up they could give good advice to the king
and people. " But really it was God' Spirit that
led Nebuchadrezzar to make this decision about
daniel and his three young friends. 2. Nowa-
days people often forget that food and drink
wonderfully affect our tempers and our thinking,
In those old days people were careful to feed
the boys that were to become “wise men™ with
the food and drink that they thought was best
for them. But like some people nowadays they
made a terrible mistake, and thought wine and
rich food were good for the health although
really they are very bad for it, ’I‘he careful
teacher will explain kosher meat (see Worp
STUDIES) only to those pupils who can clearly
understand the bearing of Jewish restrictions
on the teachings of this lesson. 3. Who gave
Daniel favor with those about him? Verse 9,
4. Observe (verse 8) that while Daniel deter-
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wined never to eat the king's meats nor drink
his wine, because he believed God wished him
not to do so, he did not begin by saying, */
wont,” but very politely he asked the prince
who took care of him for plain food. 5. Daniel
trusted in God; he was sure that God would
somehow provide for him and for his three
friends. So he asked that a fair trial should be
made, for ten days, of pulse (that is, of vege-
tables and breakfast food) and water. There i
opportunity here for strong temperance teach-
mg
2. The First Effect of Trust in God. 1. God's
Spirit touched the prince's heart so that he con-
sented that the four boys should for ten days
have only pulse to eat and water to drink. 1
do not think it needed any miracle to make
these four boys healthier-looking at the end of
a week and a half than the boys who had been
fed on indigestible food and intoxicating drink.
3. But miracles are not the only evidences of
God's power.  Every that blooms on a
bush or vine is God's handiwork just as really
as it would be God's doing if a rose grew on a
cow's horn.  For who but God can make a rose
nywhere? And so, though pulse and
'y good, who but God could make
Daniel and his three friends fairer and fatter
than the other boys? and who but God could
make the prince willing to give them the good
food they desired? God honors those who honor

rose

him.

3. The Second Effect of Trust in God. 1. God
not only gave these boys ¢ complexior s
he gave them clearer minds also.
Nohody but a fool would take
Leer br whisky just before he had to do some
difficult figuring. 2. Besides giving Daniel good
sense God made him able to explain visions and
dreams. 3. When King Nebuchadrezzar ex-
amined the four young men he found them
wiser and clearer-minded than any of the older
“wise men"” whose heads were gray. Always
God honors those who honor him. Read the
<Fmruuon from Shakesy respecting absti in
Tue LEssoN IN LITERATURE AND ART.

than others;
He does so now,

Home Work for Pupils,

Advance Work: Urge the scholars to use the
Hove Reavings for each day and ask them
to draw a skewch of the Golden Text for next
Snnday.

Review Work: Ask each pupil to bring in
next Sunday the other names of Daniel's three
friends; also to try to be able to give the Golden
Texus of the lessons of the past quarter,

The Intermediate Grade
[For pupilg from thirteen to sixteen years,

inclusive, ~ Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied  with a copy of the Senior Quar-
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terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, or the
Lesson Leaf.]
Preparing the Lesson,

For Study Material for the Teacher see para-
graphs on ERAL PREPARATORY WORK, above,

Tllustrative Matevial: 1. We have already
called attention to the ideal view of Babylon,
Senior Quarterly, page 173, and the frontispiece
map of the captivities in the same number,
See also pages 185 and 188 for a portrait of
Nebuchadnezzar and a view of the traditional
site of the tomb of Daniel. The lives of men
who have championed great moral issues under
the most adverse circumstances, as say Wilber.
force and the abolition of slavery, and Howard's
advocacy of prison reform, can be used effectively
as illustrating the triumph of character and
of right.
Constructing the Lesson,

Arrangement of Lesson Faets: 1, Consco
Triumphant, verses 8- “Be true to God, |

wilt thou be true to thyself.” 2. God's Gift of
Learning and Understanding, verses 17-2
“Them that honor Me 1 will honor.,”
Teaching the Lesson.,

Suggestions for Developing the Outline:

Having thoroughly entered into the spirit of
the lesson, and made it vivil in every part, the
teacher may confidently turn to the Golde
Text, which points to these three essentials of
a holy and successful life. 1. Will power:
2. Right affections ; 3. Right conduct—all thr
of course, based upon confidence in God,

The discussion of will power gives a rare op
portunity to the teacher. The normal youti and
maiden earnestly desire strength of wil
though they may have confused thoughts alout
;\‘h'll it is. A rereading of John Foster's ma

=20

g on Decision of Charac

which in these days of public libra b
reach of most) will help greatly in teaching
this lesson. The force of will that is allied with
God, as Danijel's was, is in no danger of degerr
erating into stubbornness. Have each pupll
print on his pad (in the class)

DANIEL PURPOSED
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But we cannot well do what we will to do
except we want to do it, Men often perform
difficult tasks which they would greatly prefer
not to have to do: but they never ceeed in
any endeavor until thejp hearts are enlisted,
Daniel's purpose would not have amounted to
much if it had not heen reinforced by his holy
Print

IN HIS HEART

desire,

Right conduct, therefore, springs
strength of will and rightness of affection, But
what is conduct? It is the outcome of purpose
and feeling, It is “fruit,” Ag a man thinketh
in his heart, so is he, Where his determination
and his affection go, there the man goes, The
gist of our lesson story is that Daniel had been
taught that a certain course of behavior would
defile him, and that with all his soul and all his
strength of character he resolved

THAT HE WoOULD NOT
HIMSELP,

from

DEFILE

The teacher must beware here lest he do in-
idental harm to some sensitive soul, Call at-
tention to the proverh that tells of g Just man
falling seven times and rising again, Members
of the class may feel that their will has f{ailed
and their affegtion has been fitful, What then?
Simply  begin again with faith in God, My,
Beecher wittily said that if on an j Y morning,
ou bis way from his parsonage to the ferry, he
should slip and fall, he might be blameworthy,
or he might be only an object for pity ; but if he
laiy where he fell he would be either dead or a

| and a is to others, There is no
itimation in the text that Daniel was sinloss,
He doubtless had his struggles with himself as
vell as with others,

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work ; Ak wch
TUng next Sunday the initials of each lesson

s, for example : Lesson 1, 8% L.; Lesson
's P.; and also to bring in their minds
Text, Urge the Home

pupil to bring in

Golden

the Quarterly

Readings,
Review Work : Give to each pupil a writing

tablet with the following questions, and ask for

Written answers next Sunday : 1, Define it you
o, the meaning of kosher meat. 2, Think ‘out
ol's purpose in establishing for the Jews re-
strictions on eating. 8. Give reasons for say-

SUNDAY SCHOOL DBANNER

ing that it was Daniel's duty to do as he did,

4. Can you see any way in which all this applies

to the modern temperance reform? Neleet a
ON CoIN Thoveur for each pupil, and ask
its memorization during the week,

The Senior Grade

[For pupils seventeen,
Each pupil, if possible, should e supplied with
A copy of the Senioy Quarterly, |

Loyalty to Principle (verses 810). Con-
sider Daniel's inexorable conscientiousiiess, Try
o understand hisg conception of defilement by
eating the king's ment and drinking his wine,
Consider the defilement of modery drinking,
Observe that his conscientiousness was inter-
woven with such graciousn. s of hLeart and
manner that it won the res ect and liking of
those who did not share his s ruples, On (de-
cision of character all worldly success depends,
“Unstable water, thou shalt not excel,”
Jacob to his firsthorn son, and James wrote,
“He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea,
driven with the wing and tossed.”  Decision of
character is also (he condition of success in
spiritual exercises and growth in grace. Read
what James s V& about the double-minded man,
Application to the temperance prohlem,

Faith in (he Outcome of Righteousness

(verses 11-1G). Danije] knew he was right, for
he was following tlie requirements of God's
Word, Strength of purpose when not allied with
ri !llvuuxl!ns.\‘ works deplorable harm.  Daniel
believed in God and believed in himself 80
Iluq'mlghl,\'v(hm he was willing to have the most
perilous of tests applied to his conduct, [ITe
had reason for the faith that was in him, The
highest human reason and the deepest faith in
God go hand in hand.  Application to the tem-
perance prohlem, Study closely Tig Les 02
IN Lirtgl AND ARt LessoN Sipg
Ligurs,
The Gift of God (verses 17-20). Every talent
and opportunity is a gift from God. We are
not rewarded or punished for the number of our
talents or opportunities, We are rewarded or
punished for our use of them, Application to
the temperance problem,

Or, if preferved, follow THe LESSON Anary-
SIS, with which the thoughts of the Lrssox
Exposition and Tug Lg HEART TaLgs,
may edifyingly be combined,

above the age of

said

RATURE and

The Responsive Review

I. Who was Daniel »
T tle palace of the king.
0w his faithfulness ¥
Daniel purposed in his heart, ¥ ete,
ud honor,

A young Jowish captive in B
3. How did Daniel act in the
By vefusing to drink the kings wine,
6. Tow did God reward Danicl for his faithfuiness 9

ihylon,

lnce ¥

2. Where was he taken to be educated ?
He g thful to his God. 4, How did he
5. Why did he thus refuse? GoLpex Texr:
He gave him wisdom

The Church Catechism,

55, How is the Word of God to be used as a means

b the \i'urd 1 the Churel

sed of grace? 18 to be used as
the Prlvsu .mdi of the Scriptures, and by dulggxl;l attendance upon the public reading and preaching

The Word of Goa & means of
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LESSON XIII. Third Quarterly Review
GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord is thy keeper. Psa. 121. 5.

Home Readings
[Furnished by the International Bible Reading
Association]
M. Iezekiah's Prayer. Isa., 38, 1-8.
Tu. The Gracious Invitation, Isa. 53, 1-13.
W. Manasseh's Sin and Repentance. 2 Chron.
33. 1-13.

Th. Josiah's Good Reign,
F. Josiah and the Book of the Law.

2 Chron. 34, 1-13

34, 14-28,

Jehoiakim Burns the Word of God. Jer,

36, 20-32.

8. The Life-giving Stream. Ezek. 47, 1-12,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 216.
N«ﬁ\rar, my God w thee,

E'en thou h it be a cross
That raiseth me.

New Canadian Hymnal,

No. 115,
Take my life and let':gt be

Consecrated,

New Canadtan Hrm o th 219,
love 00.

0 Christ,
Mnro love to

Hear thou th er I mak
sar Shou 0 pny make

thee :

Take my moments and my da;
Let them flow in ceaseless prai se.

Questions for Senior Scholars

Lesson 1. Sennacherib's Invasion of Judah
came happily at a time when a God-fearing
ruler was in control of the affairs of the Jewish
state. Who was that ruler? How did he show
his loyalty to and his confidence in Jehovah?
What was the outcome? In what sense does
God fight our battles?

In Lesson II, Hezekiah's Prayer, we have
an illustration of a direct answer to prayer.
Relate the story. Does God answer prayer as
definitely to-day? May we approach God with
confidence in times of distress? Could a kind
and just God grant all our requests? What
may we be sure he will always do for those
who pray with faith?

Lesson III, The Suffering Saviour. The
writer of this chapter has been called the evan-
gelieal prophet. Why? What historic char-
acter is deseribed in this lesson? Mention any
incidents of our Lord's life or death which
seem to be pointed to beforehand by these words,

What connection in thought is there between
Lesson IV, The Gracious Invitation, and the
preceding lesson? To whom is the invitation
given? To what are those addressed invited?
Is the invitation important to-day? What does
a rejection of the invitation involve? Does all
this apply to the individual to-day?

Lessons V and VI, Manasseh’s Sin and Re-
pentance and Josiak’s Good Reign, present
typical passages of Jewish history. What were
the facts about each reign? In what sense are
these typical of Jewish history? Repeat the
@Golden Text for each of these lessons.

Lesson V11, Josiah and the Book of the Law,

continues the story of the only good reign in
Judah after the time of IHezekiah. Why wer
not the reforms instituted by Josiah more per
manent in their effect upon the national lifs!
Of what was the changeable attitude of the
nation toward the laws of Jehovah an indic
tion? How did Josiah's successors treat the
Book ef the Law? i

Lesson VIII. Jehoiakim Burns the Word of
God. What events intervened between thos
of Lesson VIT and those of Lesson VIIT? Wiat
was Jehoiakim’s character as man and as king!
Repeat the Golden Text. Who succeeded Jehoi
akim on the throne?

Lesson IX. Why was Jeremiah in the D
geon? By whose order was he there? Wh
rescned him? What was the political situatio
at the Jewish capital at this time? What §
of men are presented in this lesson? What is
the Golden Text?

Lesson X, The Captivity of Judah. Whea
did it occur? What king was on the llm\nﬂ
at Jerusalem? What king captured the
What was the fate of the captive Jewish n
arch? Could that fate have’ been avert
How? What were some of Zedekinh's char
acteristics? Was Jeremiah naturally a str
man? If both were naturally gentle and ur
adapted to times of struggle, what made they
great difference hetween Jeremiah and the ki

In Lesson XI, The Life-Giving Stream, W
have a prophetic vision of the restored natio
and temple. Give the main features of th
vision and their interpretation.

2 Chron,
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With Lesson XII, Daniel in Babylon, we be-
gan the study of a new epoch of Jewish his-
tory. Did the captivity have a wholesome
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influence upon the religious life of the Jews?
What should be the dominating motive of our
lives? Repeat GoLpey TEXT for the Quarter,

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

Lesson I.—Sennacherib’s Invasion. 2 Chron,
32, 9-283~Of what great country was Sen-
nacherib king? What message did he send to
the king and people of Jerusalem? Iow did
lie try to take away the people’s faith in Hegze-
kiah? What great prophet was the friend of
Hezekiah?  What greater favor did the Lord
show to Hezekiah and the people?

Lesson I1.—Hezekiah's Prayer, 1sa
—What was the trouble with Hezek
made him pray so earnestly?  Why he
speak of his past life? What reasons did the
Lord give for answering Hezekiah's prayer?

Lesson 111.—7The Suffering Saviour. 1sa. 52,
13 to 53. 12.—~Whose message was Isaiah giy-
ing to the people? What would lead many to
be astonished at the Saviour? To whom would
the blessings of his work of redemption come?
Who despised and rejected Jesus?  Did the
Jews understand this message of their great
prophet? Can anyone truthfully say that he
does not need a Saviour? For whose sins was
Jesus crucified ?

Lesson IV.—The Gracious Invitation, 1Isa,
. 1-13~To whom is this invitation given?
What is meant by “spending money for that
which is not bread"? What does God promise
to do for the soul that seeks him?

Lesson V.—3lanasseh’s Sin and Repentance,
2 Chron, 33, 1-18.—After whom did Manasseh
py in his conduct as a king? What was the
worst thing he did in his idolatry? Did God
send punishment upon Manasseh without giv-
ing him warning ?

Lesson VI.—Josial’s Good Reign, 2 Chron,
¥ 1-13.—THow old was Josiah when he came
to the throne of Judah? Whom did he choose
8 his model?  What did he believe was his
first duty as king? Why did he burn the bones
of the sts of idol worship? What was his
nrpose in restoring the temple?  Who helped
Josiah in carrying out his plans?

Lesson VIL—Josiah and the Book of the

An Analysis of the

L. The Lessons in Time.

During the last three months we have had
twelve lessons on the decline and fall of the
kingdom of Judah and the exile. Our last les-
%0 from the Olq Testament, December ",
104, 4 study of the Captivity of the Ten
Tribes, was dated about 721 B. C. Lesson I of
the Third Quarter, Sennacherib's Invasion, we

Law, 2 Chron, 34, 14-28.—~Who collected the
money for repairing the temple?  What was
found in the temple? Who explained the book
to Josiah and the people? What did Huldah
praise in Josiah? What promise did she give
him?

Lesson \'lll.—./'lmt‘nkim Burns the Word of
God.  Jer, 30, 21-32—What was Jehudi sent
to bring to the king? Whose message was jt?
What did the king do with it? What was in
the message which made Jehoiakim so angry?
What did God command Jeremiah to do after
the roll had been burned?

Lesson IX.—Jeremiah n the Dungeon, Jer,
38, 1-13.—What Wus the message of Jeremiah
to the king and people?  What did the king
think Jeremiah was? Where was Jeremial
imprisoned?  What shows that Yedekiah was
a very weak man? Through whose influence
was Jeremiah set free from the dungeon ?

Lesson X.—The Captivity of Judah, 2 Chron,
36. 11-21,—Who made Zedekiah king of Judah?
How did the king treat the messages which the
prophet Jeremiah spoke to him? [Ilow did the
people receive the word of love and favor which
the prophet spoke? To what place were many
of the people carried as slaves? How long were
the Tlebrews in captivity %

Lesson XL—The Life-giving Ntream,
47, 1-12—~Where was Ezekiel in exile? 'To
what place was he taken in a vision? What
was shown to the prophet by his angel guide?
From what place did thig little stream come
forth? What does this stream which Ezekiel
saw stand for? What ape some of the effects
which the gospel roduces in the world?

Lesson §'] ~—Duanicl in Babylon. Dan, 1
8-20.—How was Danijel
Who were companions of Danjel there? What
did the king wish to do with these young men?
What reason did Daniel give for refusing to
eat and drink what the king had ordered? Tell
the rest of the story,

Quarter’s Lessons

Ezek,

brought to Babylon ?

may date about twenty years
perhaps B. C. 701 or 699, ezekiah's Sickness
and Prayer (Lesson IT) came shortly after
B. C. 701, and perhaps three or four years
earlier than the prophecies of the Suffering
Saviour (Lesson IT1) and the Gracious Invita-
tion (Lesson I1V) had been spoken. Manasseh
(Lesson V) reigned fifty-five years, from about

later than that,
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B. C. 694 to B. C. 640. During the month of
July, when all these lessons were studied, we
compassed perhaps sixty historical years. In
Lessons VI and VII Josiah's reign came under
our survey. He reigned thirty-one years, prob-
ably from B, C. 639 to 608, In the thirteenth
year of his reign Jeremiah began to prophesy.
The book of the law was discovered in the
eighteenth year of his reign, B. C. 621. Lessons
VIIi and IX give us glimpses of the long and
heartbreaking struggle of the prophet Jeremiah
wgainst the bitter opposition of Josiah's wicked
and foolhardy successors. The burning of the
roll by Jehoiakim is dated B. C. G04, and Jere-
miah's confinement in the dungeon or cistern of
Malchiah B, C. 588, These four lessons were
studied in the month of August. September
brought us three lessons; Lesson X, the over-
throw of Jerusalem and the exile of Judah, cov-
ered B. (. 597 to 586. The prophecy from KEze-
kiel to which we give the title “The Life-giving
Stream” s spoken about B. €. 570, And if
an historical date is to be put to the Temper-
ance Lesson it will not probably be very far
from B. €. 605,

11, The Lessons in Place,

Lessons I, 11, I11, IV, V, VI, VII; VIII, IX,
and X are all dated from Jerusalem, with other
geographical connections, however, Lesson I re-
fers to the siege of Lachish by Sennacherib.
The scene of Lesson II is the king's palace,
Jerusalem : and of Lessons 11T and I'V probably
in the residence of the prophet Isainh. Lesson
V begins in the royal palace in Jerusalem and

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

[Sept. 24

brings to view horrible rites in the valley of the
son of Hinnom, the taking of Manasseh in fet-
ters across the desert to Babylon, his penitence
there, and his restoration to Jerusalem. In
Lesson VI we journey with Josiah from ihe
royal palace through all Judah and the cities
of Manasseh, Ephraim, Simeon, and Naphtali,
Lessons VII and VIII show us the temple in
Jerusalem as well as the royal palace. In Les-
son IX we are conducted from place to place
within the besieged city of Jerusalem to the
king's palace, to the dungeon of Malchiah that
was in the court of the prison, to the gate of
Benjamin where the king sat, and back to the
court of the prison. Lesson X describes the
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. Lesson XI is
in or near Tel-abib, on the river Chebar, in
Babylonia ; and Lesson XII in Babylon.

111. The Teachings of the Lessons.

The Golden Text for the Quarter contains the
gist of all teachings, “The Lord is thy keeper,
the keeper of all those who trust in him. The
overthrow of Sennacherib, the cure of Ileze
kiah, the promise of the Saviour, and his gra-
cious invitation, the forgiveness of even such a
hardened sinner as Manasseh, the providene
which preserved the book of the law in the
ruined temple and reprodueed the burned roll,
the loving-kindness manifested to the prophet
in the dungeon, the exiles’ journey across the
wilde:ness, Daniel in Babylon, the vision of the
life-giving stream with its promises—all thes
indicate that Jehovah is the {xce|)t-l‘ of those who
trust in him,

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

I

God is the great Overseer of the things of the
soul.

IHe always has the right to rule.because he
is always right.

God is the faithful Keeper of those who keep
faith with him.

We are reviewing his doings as the Superin-
tendent of souls.

His keeping process is twofold: He can keep
his word with man on condition that man keeps
his word with God.

11

“Phe Lord is thy keeper"—when thou dost
keep the way of the Lord. X
No man in sin can claim the safe-keeping of

od,

Subjectively there are certain experiences by
which God keeps us,

We are kept by the processes of prayer.

We are kept by communion with his Word.

We are kept by keeping his Word,

We are kept by hope in the heart.

We are kept by spiritual convictions.

We are not kept by our understanding of
things, but by faith in the Maker of things,

111

A man’s character is to be completed by ¢
dperation with his Creator,

God’s programmes are all planned—they b
not Im()pl'n.
_ Man’s body may be a machine, but his soul
is a_mechanic.

“God is not the author of confusion,” but of
cosmic order,

_God himself cannot do what he cannot d
right.

We will come out all right if we let God have
his way, for his way is always right.

v
No man can be physically kept by disregard:
ing physical laws,
No man can be mentally kept by disregard
ing mental laws.
No man can be spiritually kept by disregard:
ing spiritual laws.

Sept. 24]
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A man is lawfuily kept as a result of his
fot- keeping the law,

‘nee Trees grow in certain soil conditions ; men .
In grow in certain soul conditions, PRt " ‘ X AT -
the We may conform to God's plans though We might full and ‘anting nothing” if

0o cannot change them, we were only as willing to receiye freely as God

ities Cd o is willing freely give
tali It is often the wisest to choose what we get '8 “;,'“""" "; I“I“ Iy give,

s i though we may not always get what we choose, ¢ should be stronger
® 1o - stood the permanency of (
Les- v

It is I that char

We may learn to adapt ourselves to tion.
things which we do not care to adopt.

It can never be spid of a man
are yours,” till it can be
things are God's,”

If all our to-days are beautiful all our to-
norrows will be,

We will believe God more
more of God,

Tr

the A man may continue in e,

lldoing though he
may not continue in complete

doing,

we

if we better under
iod's power,
lace

the
that
¢ of
the
the
1 is
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1ge when | slip, not gravita
sSome

The sun seems changed when 1 look at it with
tears on my lashes ;
the sun,

“All things

the change is in me, not in
said of him, “All your

The old house and the old orchard are Just
the same, but the boy has changed to a man,

The river still flows |
but the child that pl
changed.

etween the same banks,

when we ayed along the river

know has

The things of Goa may not
me because I
things.

appear right to
am not right with the (jod of
VI
It is a man's moral purpose th
touch with God’s mora] power,

at puts him in

I am changeful,

God is changeless ; therefore
I fie my

faith on him,
VIII

There is no condition which is not blessed if

it only bring us nearer to God,
A man is always puny when he breaks his The earth gets more refreshment from the
e hl)lll‘]h::nl|nli)"')l‘x‘l‘\.'r.llmn must keep in touch with the (']”“T'. th:m_ it does from the paked sky,
" mighty, “f-”llulnI:::J as well as sunbeams are the servants
ril‘, If §\‘-- look at our failures in the right light ] "
they will point us to success, Frost and snow
phet Even a good man may stumble toward the Melt and flow
the goal, To make the flowers grow,
L The Lesson Heart Talk
s BY MRS. J. I, KNOWLES
Our Golden Text is like the fundamental  sings he wse he looks away from the valleys to
chord in a piece of music. Seeming discord and the heights,
soothing melody are held in harmony with this The beautiful thing about the good cheer of
r of M controlling note, We have heard, in the lessons  God's Word is that it is sincere, He does not
of the past quarter, the despairing dirge of de- “Never mind; your trials are not worth
feat through sin, and we have heard, too, the thinking of ; go right on as if they did not
song of vietory through the Deliverer, It is for is He recognizes the real conditions of
o RS A Dsalm of life. Through all jts variations  human life in such an honest way that we ean
this is the fundamental chord—*The Lord is patiently and hopefully listen when he bids
o [y keeper,” even when circumstances are really distro:
The one hundred and twenty-firs psalm bo-  to look up, cheer up, bear up, believe, hope,
soul longs in the Song Book of the l'llzl'inm—mmga Jjoice, Why? lecause the source of this
. Ittt were sung by exiles returning from cap- exhilaration is God himself, The storm may
it of livity, Read then over and over—the one hun- - have left not one tiny twig on which to sit and
- do J0red and twenty-first to the one hundred and sing, yet T will sing! “He ig my green bough
thirty-fourth psalm, and they will make melody  where T will rest; he is the soul of my song;
nve

I Your heart, my fellow pilgrim,
in this one short psalm is the
lat God is the kee
Jarate soul,
0 matter

Six times
thought repeated
per of his people, and of each
This quietness is our strength.
here or when the psalmist wrote,
hether in far-away Babylon or in sight of
Verusalem, circumstances matter nothing ; any-
there, everywhere, God keeps, and the singer

he is my song without words, for words could

never reach the heights or depths of the har-
monies he creates, [ will hope without reason,
as Abraham, who in hope believed against hope,
being fully persuaded that that which God had
promised he was able also to perform,” He ig
the God of all comfort, and he js thy keeper,
War, suffering, death, anxiety, exile, this is the
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tale of the years; the world would die of grief
if there were no knowledge anywhere of such a

God as this.

Let us lift up our eyes. It is a bad habit to
walk with our eyes on the ground. We miss
seeing many pleasant things, and we may pass
friends without recognizing them. It makes a
difference, too, in our appearance. We make
a better impression on others when we walk
with head and eyes up. There is a great deal in
resolution ; I wall lift up my eyes—to the hills,
to the heights, above the mists of the valley to
the mountain tops of promise in God’s eternal
sunlight. When unbelief asks the guestion the
king of Babylon asked Daniel, “Is thy God
whom thou servest continually able to deliver
thee?" let us answer with another question,
“Is anything too hard for the l‘mrd'.‘" The be-
Joved of the Lord shall dwell in safety beside
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him, and the Lord shall cover him all the day
long. He is thy shade so that the sun shull
not smite thee by day. O the comfort of thut
shadow of the Rock in a weary land! In the
desert men have dug down deep to find a secrat
underground river; in the desert of sorrow urd
temptation the “glorious Lord is for us a plac
of broad rivers and streams.” The Lord shall
preserve thee from all evil, he shall preserve thy
soul. It means exactly what it says. Jesus
prayed to the Father for his own, “1 pray not
that thou shouldest take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldest keep them from the
evil.” Shall not his prayer be answered for
you, and for me? The Lord shall preserve thy
going out and thy coming in from this tine
forth and even for evermore. Toil and rest—
thy going out to life’s work and life's tempta-
tions ; thy coming in to heaven's rest and safury,

A Convenient Review Scheme

“No. | TiTLES
1. |s’sl

“God is our—"

| “The Lord hath—"

II. |[H'sP,
The 8. 8.

The G. L. “Seek ye the—""
M.'s 8. and R.
J.'s G. R,

J. and B, of L. “1 will not—"

J. B. the W. of G. * Amend your—""

J. in the D,

“The Lord is thy keeper.”

* Righteousness—""

“ Remember now—"

| * Blessed are they—"

i ‘V]i,\TVAN;;l:l'V 0 F«]; ME

“God (létvmnug Jerusa- | The Lord is my defense,
m, |

The Lord is my helper,

|
The Saviour of the worll
is my Saviour.

‘ God calls me to hinm,

1 need not be bad.

‘ God healing Hezekiah,

A prophet’s vision,

1 A prophet’s invitation.
A wicked king.

| A good king. 1 can serve God now,

Finding God’s Word,

| Burning God's Word.

1 will read and love the
Bible.

I will stand up for the
| Bible.

I will not let wnyone

A prophet in a pit.
lrlpihlun me from doing
\ right.

| The C.of J.
The L.-G. 8.

D.in B,

| ** Be sure your—"
| Whosoever will-"

| * Daniel purposed—"

Captives.

|
| |
| |

| T will always trust i
God

! Another prophet’s vi- | I will try to be useful
S|

siol
4 L A noble boy.

s

| I will choose the best

| things.

resent help
in trouble

R

Noperint
Lesson 1
Loy, Se
Girls, W
and to figh
Supt. Les
Boys. He
Girls. Go
present hely
Nupt, Les
Boys. The
Girls, Thy
of us all.
Nupt. Les:
Boys. The
Girls, Seel
Supt, Less
Boys. Man
Girls. Rigl
Is a reproacl
Supt. Less
Boys. Josls
Girls, Rem
of thy youth,
Nupt, Less
Boys, Josia
Girls, T wil
Nupt, Lesso
Boys. Jehoi
Girls, Amer
obey the volee
Supt. Lesso
Boys Jeren
Wirls. Bless
righteousness’

Nupt. Lesso
Boys, The ¢
Girls. Be su
Supt. Lesson
Boys, The 1.
Girls, Whoso
life freely,
Supt. Lesson
Boys. Daniel
Girls. Daniel
would not defil

UESSON ]

Supt, And the
of Jerusalem,

Scholars, Ang
and the proph
heaven,

dll. And the
all the mighty 3
“Iptains in the
be returned wity



SUNDAY SCHOOL pa NNER

RESPONSIVE REVIEW SERVICE FOR THE THIRD QUARTER

Nperintendent,
Lesion

Loys. Sennacherib's Invasion,

Girls. With us is the Lord our God to help us,
and to fight our battles,

Supt. Lesson I1,

Boys. Hezekiah's Prayer,

Girls. God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble,

Nupt. Lesson 111.

Boys. The Suffering Saviour,

Girls. 'The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
of us all.

Supt. Lesson 1V.

Boys. The Gracious Invitation,

Girls, Seek ye the Lord while he may be foung,

Supt, Lesson V,

Boys. Manasseh's Sin and Repentance,

Girls. Righteousness exalteth a uation, but gin
Is a reproach to any people,

Supt. Lesson VI

Boys. Josiah's Good Reign,

Girls. Remember now thy
of thy youth.

Nupt. Lesson VII,

Boys. Josiah and the Book of the Law,

Girls, T will not forget thy Word.

Nupt, Lesson VIII,

Boys. Jehoiakim Burns the Word of Goa

Girls, Amend your ways and your doing
ubey the volce of the Lord your God,

Supt. Lesson IX.

Boys Jeremiah in the Dungeon,

irls. Blessed are they that are persecuted fop
righteousness’ s : for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven,

Nupt, Lesson X,

Boys, The Captivity of Judah,

Girls, Be sure your sin will find you out,

Supt. Lesson

Boys, The Life-Giving Stream,

Girls, Whosoever will, let bim take the water of
life freely,

Supt. Lesson X1I,

Boys. Daniel ip Babylon,

Girls, Daniel burposed in hig
Would not defile himseif,

Give title and Golden Text of

Creator in the days

heart that he

Lesson 1, SENNACHERIB'S INvasION

Bupt, And the Assyrians Spake against the God
of Jerusalem,

Scholars, And for this cause Hezekiah the king
nd  the prophet Isaiah prayed and cried to
heaven,

4ll. And the Lord sent an angel which cut off
all the mighty men of valor, and the leaders and

the camp of the king of Assyria. So
d with shame of face to his own land,

Lessox 11, Huzekian's Praver

Supt. In those days was sick unto
death. Then came the Lord to
Isalah, saying,

Scholars. Go and say to Hezekiah, 1 haye heard
thy prayer, I have geen thy tears: behold, 1 win
add unto thy days fifteen ye

UL And I will deliver th
the hand of the
fend this city.

Hezekiah
word of the

L N IIL. Tag

Nupt. He s despised and
man of sop

RING SAviorg
rejected of men; a
"OWS, and acquainted with grief,

Neholars, Surely he hath borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows,

1. But he wag wounded for oupr rr:uw:rnssimm_
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise.
ment of our peace was Upon him; and with hig
stripes we are healed,

Lessox IV, g Gracrovs INVITATION

Nupt, Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye,
buy, and eat.

Scholars, Let the wicked forsake
the unrighteous man his thoughts,

Ll And let him return unto the Lorg and he
will have mercy upou him ; and to our ¢ d, for
he will abundantly pardon,

his way, and

MANASSEN'S 81y AND REPENTANCE
did that which w as evil In
the sight of the Loy,

Scholars. Wherefope the Lord brought upon
them the ecaptains of the host of the king of As.
syria, which took Manasseh among the thorns,
and bound him with fetters ang carried him to
Babylon,

All. And when he was In afliction he besought
the Lord his God.

Lessox VI, JOSIAR'S Goop Reray

Nupt. Josiah was eight years olq when he began
to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem one and
thirty years, «

Necholwrs, And he giq that which
the sight of the Lora.

11l. For in the eighth year of his reign, while
he was yet young, he bagan to geek after the God
of David his father: and in the twelfth year he
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the
high places, and the groves, and the carveqd im-
ages, and the molten images.

was right in

Lessox VII. JOSIAH AND THE BOOK oF THER Law
Supt. And Hilkiap sald, I have found the book
of the law in the house of the Lord,
Scholars. And it came to pass, when the king
bad heard the words of the law, that he rent his
clothes,
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All. And the king commanded Hilkiah, Go in-
quire of the Lord for me, and for them that are
left in Israel and In Judah, concerning the
words of the book that is found: for great is the
wrath of the Lord that is poured out upon us,
because our fathers have not kept the word of the
Lord.

LessoN VIII. JEHOIAKIM BURNS THE WORD OF
Gop

Supt. Now the king sat in the winter house:
and there was a fire on the hearth burning before
him.

Scholars. And it came to pass, that when Je-
hudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with
the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was
on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed.

All. Then the word of the Lord came to Jere-
miah, Take thee again another roll, and write In
it all the former words that were in the first roll.
And thou shalt say to Jeholakim king of Judah,
He shall have none to si upon the throne of
David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the
day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.

LessoN IX. JEREMIAH IN THE DUNGEON
Supt. Then took they Jeremiah and cast him
into the dungeon, and they let him down with
cords. And In the dungeon was no water, but
mire. Ebed-melech spake to the king, saying,
Scholars. These men have done evil in all that
they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom
they have cast into the dungeon and he is like to
die for hunger in the place where he Is.
AIl. Then the king commanded, Take up Jere-
miah out of the dungeon before he die.

Lessox X. THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH

Supt. Dut they mocked the messengers of God,
and despised his words, and misused hic prophets,
until the wrath of the Lord arose against his
people.

Scholars. Therefore he brought upon them the
king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men
with the sword, and had no compassion upon
young man or maiden.

All. And they burnt the house of God, and
brake down the wail of Jerusalem, and burnt all
the palaces thereof with fire, And them that es-
caped from the sword carried he away to Babylon.

LessoN XI. Tup LIFB-GIVING STRBAM

Supt. And when the man that had the line in
his hand measured a thousand cubits, the waters
were to the ankles.

Scholars., Again he measured a thousand: the
waters were to the knees. Again he measured a
thousand : the waters were to the loins,

All. Afterward he measured a thousand; and it
was a river that T conld not pass over. Then said
he unto me, Everything shall live whither the
river cometh.

LessoNy XII. DANIBL IN BABYLON
Supt. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the portion of the
king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank.

Scholars. And at the end of ten days their coun.
tenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than
all the children which did eat the portion of the
king's meat.

All. And Daniel had understanding in all visions
and dreams

PRACTICAL LESSONS
Lesson 1
“The refuge which prayer affords is not the
refuge of cowardice, which shuts its eyes 1
danger, but of courage, which looks it full in the
face.”
Lesson IT
“Does God always answer your prayers?’ one
child said to another. *Yes, he always answers;
sometimes he says, 5, and sometimes, ‘No.'"

sson 111

The Saviour chooses suffering and death that
the sinner may choose life and blessing.

Lesson IV
“Forsake! Repent!"” are the merciful invita-
tions of grace. Do you call them severe and
harsh? You might as well say it is cruel to guide
one from a burning building.

Lesson V
Manasseh was the Prodigal Son of the 0Old
Testament. If he could be restored, there Is n
one against whom the door of repentance is closed

Lesson VI
“It is not enough to be destructive, tearing
down the false; but we should always be con
structive, building up the true.”

Lesson VII
I think It may safely be said that every great
reformation or revival has been due to a redis
covery of the Word of God.

Lesson VIIT
Only fools imagine that stopping the fire bell
will put out the fire. Refusing to hear the warn
ing against evil conduct will not prevent the con
sequences.
Lesson IX
One with God is a majority in @ prison or ong

throne. L
Lesson X

“The great lesson to be learned from the d
struetion of Jerusalem is God's persistent effort
to save it."

Lesson XT
The change produced by the river is the em
blem of the work of the church, Its business s
to flow through the worst regions and transforn
them.
Lesson XI1
All who wounld become strong and useful must
gain their power largely through victory over
temptation.
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Primary Teachers’ Department

The Primary Department and Home Missions

Tue work of Home Missions is especially
adapted to the children since it is work within
oir own borders, and since the little ones can
attend to it without going far from home,
Especially in communities where there are
Homes or training schools or where there are
deaconesses in active service, the little people
can often assist in their blessed work from
house to house. I know of oue deaconess who
finds much work for the wee ones to do, .

When Queen Victoria was a child she wished
to purchase a doll, but had reached the end of
her spending money ; accordingly she asked the
merchant to keep it for her. As ghe went later
for it she saw ga poor half-starved man and
gave him hep money, again asking the merc hant
to hold the doll. The Poor man said to her,
it knowing who she wag, “If the Lord Al-
wighty had made you a queen it would have
leen no more than you deserve,”

And it is God's desire to make many queens
of the little girls of the church,

ALICE M. Douvgras,
S

Primary Briefs

ITALF the hunpin_ens in li\'ing' '

Comes from willing-hearted giving,

Comes from sharing all our pleasures,

From dividing all our treasures,

Aud the other half js loving )

All things tame and all things roving ;

Loving skies, too, and the mountain 3

Woods and waters, fields and fountains,

So each good child should be sowing

ove seeds while his life is growing ;

For all happiness in living ™.

Comes from loving and from giving,
—Neleeted,

RatLy Day js at hand, when the Sunday
school family comes together for glad greeting
iud renewal of the home ties, For it is true
that the Sunday school is often the only
piritual home known to the child—the one
tace in which he hears of God ang heaven
and his immortal destiny.

“WELCOME home” is the thought of the day,
wd through it a1 should run, like g golden
thread, a cloap note of thankful praise to the
dear Father who has kept us in life and given
s home and friends and happy privileges, The
litlest oneg are not too young to understand to
Vhom (ley owe all the joys that come (v them.

TiE Autumn Rally means much more than
Pears on the surface, It is the teacher's

opportunity for entering the home of every
child in her class—if pot in person, then
through the written or printed message, It is
her opportunity to show the parent that there
is real love and careful oversight of their chil-
dren in the Sunday school, It js the time to
seek newcomers, o replenish the Cradle Roll
list, and to hear loving remembrance to any
who may be ill.  Or, if the death angel has
borne away any of the little flock during the
days of separation, here s the teacher's op-
portunity to pour in the balm of sympathy,

Tug Sunday school was gathered in the beau-
tiful chapel for jts Children's Day exercises,
The primary class sang several times to the
delight of the audience, f the pieces
sung were chureh hymns, and it can safely he
said that “Sun of my soul,” and “Love divine,
all love excelling,” never sounded more sweetly
than when softly sung by these childish lips.

“Too old for such little children,” some said,
but a primary teacher of other days listened
with glad approval.  What if the words are
not all comprehended now ! Stowed away in
the memory, the heart will some day awake to
their beauty and power; and who can tell to
what helpful ministry they may he called,
Says a German writer, “The hymns drilled into
the memory in youth remain as g spiritual and
sentimental solace to the end of time,"” Teach
the little ones at least two good hymns each
Year, and the time and effort wij] be well

spent,
————————
The Child’s Charch

Sam a pastor Some years ago to hig daugh-
ter, aged ten, as Children’s Day approached,
“Mabel, dear, do you not think that this Chil-
dren’s Day would be a good time for you to
Jjoin the church %’ The child looked up at him
in open-eyed wonder and replied, “Why, papa,
don’t T helong to the church?'  Thepe was
explanation to #he child, but a yast illumina-
tion to the father, [n the new illumination he
saw many other children besides his own,—
Central Christian Advocate,

—e

GIVE to me a cheerfu) spirit,
That my little ones may see

t is good and pleasant service
To he ever taught of Thee,

Father, order al) my footsteps,
So direct my daily way,

That, in following me, the children
May not ever go astray,
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fInternational Bible Lessons
THIRD QUARTER

LESSON X—September 3

THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 2 Chron. 36.

11-21
GoLpeN TEXT: “Be sure your sin will find you
out.” Num. 32. 23.

Primary Notes
BY JULIA 1. JOHNSTON

In the three remaining
lessons before the Review,
emphasize clearly the
fact that the Lord is our
Keeper, no matter where
or what we are, but that
he will not keep us free
from hard things, if we
refusesto obey him. The
two lessons about captivity show the difference
in the captives. The people of Judah were wil-
ful, while Daniel obeyed when absent, as faith-
fully as at home. Between these two Hes the
lesson of the Life-giving Stream, which shows
how freely God gives. Tell these lesson-
stories in such a way as to impress throughout,
the thought of our Father's nearness, power,
and loving interest in us always and every-
where.

Approach to the Lesson. Aim to leave in
young hearts the deep impression that our Fa-
ther's heart is grieved when we disobey, and
he has to hurt us to make us remember, and
do better. Do not use Golden Text to frighten
the children, and make them feel as if pursued
by some avenger, but tenderly impress the use-
Jessness of trying to hide anything, when our
loving Father must surely see everything, or he
would not be greater than we are. This should
make us try hard not to grieve him. It is be-
cause we are his, that he does so much to
make us better. )

Some bo’\'u were playing in the street before
a house. They got to quartgling and making
a loud, angry noise. A gentleman came out of
the house, took one of the boys by the hand,
and led him in. There he talked to him about
doing wrong, told him how sorry he was, and
then punished the boy. Why did not this man
speak to all the boys, and punish them? Be-
cause the one he brought in was his own boy,
and the rest did not belong to him. He was
more_sorry about his own_ son, and besides, it
was his business to look after his boy and help
him to do better. 1If he had not cared for him
and loved him, he would have let him alone to
go on_and be as bad as he pleased.

A Disobedient King. When the one who has

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

a chauce to be a leader does wrong he has a
chance to do more harm than if he was one of
the followers, because he makes others disohe-
dient, leading them astray.

The country of Judah had wow a king why
disobeyed God and did evil in his sight
Wherever he was and whatever he did, Gol
could see or he would not have been the great
God, and so the story says that King Zedekial
did evil in God's sight. The Lord sent Jere
miah, the prophet and teacher, with messages
to this king, but he would not listen, and kept
on proudly in his own way. He made his Leart
hard, so that the Lord's word would not touch
or soften it, and he refused to bend his will 1
God's will. He planned to do just as le
pleased, As God saw all this, his holy aud
loving heart was grieved and sorry.

A Disobedient People.  As the leader took
the wrong way, his followers went after him,
They did not need to do this. They might Lave
done right, no matter how much evil their kin
did, but they were disobedient in heart, and it
was easy to follow*the king, so they did.

They set up idols and prayed to them, and
broke God's commandments. They did many,
many wicked things. It was not because the
knew no hetter, for God kept sending me
gers to them, whom they would not hear. !
mocked these prophets, and treated then
sluum-full‘\'.nnd went on in their evil ways,

What Sin Brought. Sin brought s
sorrow to God's heart, and
people, too.

To show

sorrow

them how dreadful sin wi
Lord punished the people by allowing
enemies to take them away from the
country to a strange land. The he
temple was burned with fire, and Jerusi
wall was broken down. The king and p
had not kept God's Sabbath day, and now Gol
said the land should rest seventy
make up for all' these lost days of
worship, even as Jeremiah told them, s
the Word of the Lord,

What do you think of these people? Do you

wish to be like them? We really know Dett
now than they did what God wishes us 108
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since Jesus has lived on earth,
us to disobey now,

The Lord Our Keeper is Grieved when We
Sin. It is because our Father loves us 80
wuch, and has done so much for us, that it
hurts him when his children disobey, 1If our
hearts are full of love to him we cannot hear
to grieve him,

Thought for Teachers, 1t ig often a little
hard to convince children of sin, Their little
naughtinesses and disobediences may be brought
home to them, it ig true, but let us use the
ommand, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart,” anq show how that has
been broken, and how it grieves the loving
he leart of God., We can't keep this from him.
He knows and is sorry,

—_—

LESSON XI—September 10
THE LIFE-GIVING STREAM. Ezek, 47.1-12

GOLDEN TEXT : “Whosoevep will, let him take
the water of life freely,” Rey, 22, 17,

Primary Notes

Approach, There was
once the queerest coun-
try you ever heard of, in

It is worse for

the Land of Make-be.
lieve, There they never
" 8ave  anything away,

Whoever wished a drink
must pay for it, each
time, If anyone wished
0 rest on a neighbor's porch, he must pay for
. Nobody asked for a kindness, but bought it,
be wanted it, No flowers were given away—
Il were sold, Nobody had either the pleasure
bl giving or of taking, It was nothing but buy
d sell—buy and sell. If one were too poor
o by he went without, And the people were
I selfish and cared nothing for each other, be-
fise they never did anything for love's sake,
twas all for money, money. Would you like
Ve in_that country in the Land of Make-
elieve? T am sure you would not, and neither
ould I.  We ape all very glad tlmt. it is only
0 be found in the Land of Mnke~behe\'e, which
lvml,}' ever sees or finds,

tis a

beautiful thing to give, for love's
et sake, and to take, for love's sSweet sake,
Lead the children to speak of the things that
I never he hought with money, but which are
bitinually given, as mother's care, father's
"e in working for them, teacher’s kind words,

.lonts given and taken for love, services done
pr ove,

How does love give? Does it ask pay? Do
U buy ity Does Jove give just a little? Do
Detiion measure the loye you give mother and
to Ogmther, iy o pint cup, or a thimble? (an ¥you

nr

tell just how much it is? Can they tell how
much they love you? How do they show it?
By what they do,

Aim in this lesson to show how ubundantly
and freely God gives that he may save and
help us, and how gladly ana freely we ought
to receive,

The Story, Tell of Ezekiel, anothép prophet,
teacher, and 8ood man whom God used ag a
messenger, while his people were in Babylon.

The Vision, Tell of the vision or sopt of
waking dream the prophet had, when he
seemed to he in Jerusalem, with 4 man to

show him about, and describe what he saw,

There was the house of God, with gates, north,
south, east, and west, The man with Ezekiel
had a line to measure, and the prophet saw that
from under the door of the house, eastward,
came flowing waters, Describe the increased
flow of thege waters, the man measuring and
showing Ezekiel, til] by and by there was a
great stream, “wateps to swim in,” g “river
that could not he passed over,” S
N(utp to ask how much water is in
and if we coulq dip it all up with a little cup?
Speak of the gooll rivers do, how they water
the earth and give water for man and beast to
drink. How free the water is, too, If we

have a river near us, we did not pay to have:
it there,
Describe the good

a river,

done by this river as it
flowed along, how the tres grew on jts banks,
and how everything was healed and made
sweet and whole, and good, where thig river
came, It was g wonderful picture, Now what
does it mean ?

God's River, This river that could not be
crossed is just g picture of God's love and
goodness.  Who can measure this? Whe could
ever buy it? Who can ever tell how much
good it does?

Draw out l'l'um. class the parallels, and show

how God's love is like this great, wide, frpe
ri that makes things grow and heals every-
thing it touches,

he trees on the banks of the river the

T Wi gtue s athre |
Water of hite (-

prophet saw were always green and fadeless,
and 80 God will keep us in his love forever-
more if we only trust him,
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The Lord Our Kecper Gives Freely. Make
this clear. Then ask, “How are we to get
what is so freely given?’ Standing by the
river will not quench thirst. Looking at it will
not. We must take and drink. We must let
God's love come inte our hearts, to make us
clean and strong and safe.

Thoughts for Teachers. We need to take to
our own hearts the comfert of the assurance,
“Everything shall live whither the river
cometh.”

Not our efforts, but the Life-giving Stream
must be our hope for the children so soon to
pass from our care, To show them this, bring
them to it, and show them bow to take, must
be our aim.

LESSON XII—September 17

DANTEL IN BABYLON. (Temperance
Lesson.) Dan. 1. 8-20

Gorpex TeXT: “Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself.”" Dan. 1. 8,

Primary Notes
Approach. This is an
admirable temperance les-
son from the positive
gide. Let us aim stead-
fastly to inspire the
children with a steady
purpose to keep body,
heart, and thoughts pure
and clean, strong and
sweét. Daniel was not a veformed man, but
one who did not fall. He began right and kept
on right, and to picture this beautiful life is
better than dwelling upon the sad details of
the drunkard’s downward course, We must
warn against the evils and dangers of strong
drink but, with it all, let us exalt above all,
the ideal of the.uouml. clean body and beautiful,
strong, useful life.

Once upon a time a king who wished to re-
ward a friend of his for some service, gave him,
as a gift, a lovely home, It was all of pure
white marble, and was just large enough for
the man's needs. Outside and inside it was
clean and beautiful, and so convenient, with
everything anyone could wish to use, that it
was a perfect home. The king had it built and
gave it to his friend, but who, now, must care
for it? The new owner, of course. He could
not possibly make such a house himself. He
was not rich enough to pay for it, nor wise
enough to build it, but when it was given him,
he was bound to take care of it. 1f he spoiled
it and allowed it to get dirty and broken, if he
invited into it those who would break it down
and fill it with uncleanness, whose fault would
it be? The king's? No, indeed, the new
owner's.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

Our King. God himself has given us this
beautiful house of the body, which we could
not make or buy. What ought we to do?
Take care of it, surely, and keep it clean and
strong, and use it for him. What would you
think of the man to whom the king gave a
house if he had never invited the king to come
into it, and had filled it up with rubbish so
that there was no room fit for the king? If
we do not take care of our bodies, and keep
them sweet and clean for Jesus to live in our
hearts is it not a sin?

How Danicl Kept the House of His Lody,
Make the mest of this picturesque story in the
telling. Tell who Daniel was, mention his
friends, his youth, the sad fact of captivity,
his good looks, and strong body, and the luvor
of the king. Make the scene of this youth's
temptation and resistance to live before the
children, as the history of the change in diet is
told. Explain that Daniel would not defile
himself by the king's wine and meat, which
bad very likely been offered first to idols, le
cause he wished to keep body and soul cleau for
his God, and while the food might be clean in
itself, it would not be good for him, but would
hurt his body, while the feeling that he was
doing wrong would hurt his soul, and so he
could not be clean. All this would be like a
blot on white paper. It would show in all its
blackness and spoil all the white. ink
blots a white page, so sin spoils the spirit aul
the body. .

Show how God helped Daniel and his friends
and blessed them in their purpose to honor Gol
and keep their bodies clean and strong and no
do anything that would be wrong. At home
they knew they would not be allowed to et
and drink the meat and wine offered them here.
and they were so brave that they would not do
in a strange place what they could not do a
home.

God showed by his blessing upon them what
he thought of the brave purpose of these young

Explain purpose, as making up the

mgn.
m

ind.
The Lord Our Keeper Will Help Us to Be

Strong. Daniel was strong. He would not d

wrong, |
If God ¢
make hin
the same
hearts, to

Thougl
part of tl
boy. Apj
arousing
imitate th

Ask sel
smoke ¢,
and dire ¢
for alas, b

LES

GOLDEN T

which  her
wished to ¢
If they obe
safe, One ¢
along, wishi
lis dinner,

all her littl
where Mr, ¥
une came h
soon safe, b
away that

be thought 1

big enough t
even look rou
His mother

f vould not e

foolish, prou
wasn't becaus
not call him,
Just because
Do you kn
earth he saic
faolish chicke
mother hen's
often would
sathereth her
would not,”
safe all those
close, hut if
Le keep them'
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his wrong. He would not do what would hurt him, As boys and girls and grown folks know
uld If God could keep him from strong drink, and  more than chickens do, they are more to blame
do? make him strong and clean, he can and will do if they do not obey Jesus's call than chickens
and the same for us, Shall we “purpose” in our are that do not run at their mother's call,
you hearts, to please God and trust him to heip us, These lessons we have heen studying show
e a Thought far Teachers, Love of the heroic is that the Golden Text for the quarter is (rge—
ome part of the child’s inheritance, especially of the  *“The Lord is thy keeper.,” Some of those we
80 boy.  Appeal to this instinetive hevoworship in  have learned about were kept safe and in peace
If arousing admiration for Daniel and resolve to  because they trusted God, while others, who
ceep imitate this bright example, refused to obey and beljeve and come close, got
our Ask scholars if they imagine Daniel would  into trouble, They did not ask to be kept, nor
smoke cigarettes, Impress the uncleanness  let the Lord keep them, We ought to do both
ody, and dire evil of narcotics as well as alcololics, of these things, The little hymn vepse (tune,

the for alas, boys often begin to use them at nine, “Dornance”) is g prayer for this keeping

Dear Lord, our Keeper, Saviour, Friend,

——
LESSON XHI—Scptember 24 Teach us thy love to knoyy,

O, keep us daily in thy way,
REVIEW And lead us as we £o.
GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is thy keeper,” Psa, _Dri]l on . Golden Text.fur Ileviu\\", ﬂ."d sing
21 ’ this verse, as preparation for reviewing the

E i lessons, with this one thought of God's keeping

in mind, as it has been all along,

Approach. There was The *Lesson Thoughts” in connection with
one time a nice mother the text, "The Lord js thy keeper,” gre all per-
hen who bad a great sonal, and should recall the fact that each
many little chicks, She child for himself must listen, learn, love, trust,
loved them all, and had and come close, in obedience to God's call, in
such  warm, feathery, order to be kept from he ‘m and from sin,

fluffy  wings that she lI'l'hlvsvd"'l)'hunlghlﬂ" in |~(l-¢lﬂnsiuu nn-:l (1)
. E The Lord Ouy e elp.  (2) Hears
e 0 sitfe, y - ) \
(,"”M 5“1' _lh‘ n all s P'rayer, (8) Forgives Sin, (4) Invites Us,
if “l"."‘l“‘.\ cuddled un- ) Says, “Repent,” " (6) Says “Remember,”
God der. Mother Ien used to give a littie cluck, NSays, “Hear My Word, (8) Says,
| not which  her children understood, when she 9 '\:‘i‘l" (1"!\ l‘l",’""‘l"- ((1]";’“_.15
home fa . ‘ 5 5 ilian fadaci d by N rives Ireely, aaz i
g “I\IH'I to call them to come under her i m;,:x. Us to Be Strong, (13) Review: The
If they obeyed her call she cuddled them al) is Our Keeper Forever,
fafe,  One day a big black hawk came #ailing i For Iu lm.l]q change, the lt-ul'lmi might i;nro-
Slinie wotli s ' s chiokany . duce the military feature into the actual re-
Iull].: wishing to.eat some Iull\l chickens for view of these “Legsop Thoughts” in conseti
whit s dinner. Mother Hen saw him and called i) the lesson stories. Explain that a milj-

oung al her little ones to come under her wings, tary review means the passing of many sol-
vhere Mr, Hawk could not get them, All but  diers, in companies, King, or
uie came hurrying to the mother, and were some Breat general who Wishes to see them,
soon safe, but this one little chick was so far and find out what condition they are in. Se-
away that when he heard Mother Hen's call
he thought little about it. He believed he was
big enough to take care of himself, and did not
even look round to see what his mother meant,
His mother could not keep him safe if he
) vould not come under her wings, and so this
foolish, proud little chick lost his life, It
Vasn't because his mother did not care, or did
ot call him, or could not keep him safe, but
Just because he would not come,

Do you know that when Jesug was here on
arth he said that some peopld were like the
faolish chickens that \\'nulJ not come under the
mother hen's wings. He said to them, “How
often would T have gathered You as a hen
gathereth hep brood under her wings, and ye
would not,” Jle meant that he would keep
safe all those who would come to him and stay
( but if they would not come how could lect twelve of the larger scholars, and call them
Le keep them? captains,  Give them little  bauners, bearing
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number of the lesson and truth taught, After
a few general questions on each lesson call for
the truth, Let each soldier respond, and take
a place in front as he does so. At close of
class let these soldiers march around the room
with their tiny banners. After each truth is
given let ‘class repeat in concert, Call the class
the company, It must be the company for
each captain,

Thought for Teachers. As a foolish, fright-
ened little chick may be taken up in a tender
hand and gently placed under the protecting
mother-wings, so it may be our privile
bring the children to im who is our Keeper,
and theirs, for evermore,

Men in Sunday School

A vigorous lawyer stood on the street corner
one Sunday morning., As the children hurried
joyously by on their way to Sunday school, he
said to a friend, “I do love to see the young
people going to Sunday school.”  His' friend
made the very natural and just rveply, “Well, if
vou believe in it so much, how is it that you
do not go yourself?” The lawyer's answer was,
“() well, if other people did not go and keep up
the Sunday school, T would go myself.”  There
are scores of men just like this lawyer: they be-
lieve in the Sunday school, and are anxious for
it to prosper; they think it can get along with-
out their personal support, and allow it to do
so.—Nclected,

Whisper Songs for September

TENTH LESSON
Be faithful little children,
The way of life to keep;
Be careful lest you wander where
You miss the heavenly Shepherd’s care,
Like lost and foolish sheep.

ELEVENTH LESSON
Be ready, little children,
The Holy Spirit comes ;
It springs a fountain from the Lord,
And, flowing through his Holy Word,
1t comes to bless your homes.

TWELFTII LESSON
Have courage, little children,
And let your hearts be strong;
Whatever may betide yeu here,
Your Saviour lives, you need not fear,
And you to him belong.

THIRTEENTH LESSON
Be trustful, little children,
Your Saviour never sleeps:
And holy angels night and day
Are round your bed, beside your way,
While Love his vigil keeps,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Third Quarter

(Strike the bell softly three times.
begin to repeat, children following:)

At ounce

The bell has struck its one, two, three:
“Be still!” what it says to me,

For this is d’s most holy day,

And I am here to learn his way.

So now, with all my heart, I'll seck
To hear the words that he will speak.

Teacher, The Lord is in his holy temple.
Class. Let all the earth keep silence before
him. (Al fold hands and bow heads.)
7, Dear Lord, bless our Sunday school to
day.
C, Amen,
7', This is the day which the Lord hath made,!
. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
N NG, A familiar praise song. .
WiispEr PRAYER. (After teacher.)
Lord, help me, when I try to pray,
Not only mind the words 1 say,
But may I try with watchful care,
To have my heart go with my prayer.

I’RAYER.
CREED,
BRIEF REVIEW.
GIVING SERVICE.
7. What does our Lord say about givii
C. It is more blessed to give than to r
BIRTHDAY OFFERINGS,
CONCERT RECITATION,
We bring our gifts to Jesus,
And lay them at his feet;
0, give them, Lord, some work to do,
Some holy service sweet |
Our hearts, our lives, our offeri
And bless them for our Saviou
ADpDITIONAL LESSON.
Mor10N EXERCISE.

Take my hands, dear Jesus,
Hands outstretched)
Let them work for thee;
Never let them idle,
(Drop hands)
Or in mischief be.
Let me lift them humbly,
(Lift hands)
As I now draw near,
Let me fold them softly
(Fold hands.)
As thy Word I hear.

LessoN Tavaur.

Eciio PRAYER,

T. Little children, love ene another.
C. Even as Christ hath loved us.
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Great Facts for
Christian Living
By Rev. Geo. B. McLeod, M.A.

Pastor or g FIRST PRESBYTERIAN Cnuren, Trt Ko, N.8,

PRESS COMMENTS

** His style is clean and crisp and parkling, not unlike that of Dr. Hillis, . s oo With
all this erudition the evangelical note inds clearly And strongly throughout the volume,
Christ is everywhere exalted."—Charlottetown Patriot.

““Mr. McLeod's vigorous |u-m}mnlil.\ makes him a forcible preacher; but by reason of
his ter: ¢ of style and wealth of bright i ustration, his sermons are charming re ading
‘cacher's Monthly, Toronto.

'he chapters of this bock testify not only to \\lnﬂh- rmuling and fine literary taste, but

to religious experience and spiritual fervor as well,"— The Westminste 7, Toronto,

** Like a breeze from the heather comes this ~lmgl)" volume, ste eped in evangelical truth,
tinged with apt illustration dealing with the verities of the Christian faith, and with a
clear and charming style h gives enjoy ment o reading,"” - Halifax Wesle van.

* Reality and 'iluli(.\ matk every page. The teachirg js broadly ( hristian. The dis-
courses are not in any xense stale or dul| or commonplace,  As we admire the aptitude
and amplitude of ] stration, we are onstantly reminded of the writings of Dr, Hillis, of
Brooklin, one of the most attractiye living preachers, There is the snme directness,
the same verve, the same enthusiasm ror Christ, the same felicity of literary allusicn and
quotation. We recommend this volume as altogether creditable to the he art and head of
a minister of the Gospel, the young pastor of our oldest congregation,"- Presbyterian

Witness, Halifax, N.S,
Cloth, $1.00, postpaid

Surprising Results

ILL follow the“expenditure of a small sum to

freshen up the Sunday School  Library

The scholars must have new books and a

substantial edition of bright, new, up-to-

date books will be followc by renewed interest in

the Library. . . . V . 8 o ; .

OUR LIBERAL DISCOUNTS

and favorable terms will cnal le you to get the hest

value. Send for Catalogue and ask about our special
plan of purchase, . . . y . .

William Briggs publisher, Richmong ¢, w. TOromto
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Ma S for the Class-
__L Room and Home
MAP OF PALESTINE, l"llikl'::: g n'l.lll:: !ll.l‘:l'll'l;r:u_lrl:l.:.l:: and the Land as Divided

MAP OF PALESTINE, Hlustrating the New Testament,
MAP JOF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, Hlustrating the Journeys of the Apostie Paul*

The above Maps are lithographed in four colors on muslin of
superior quality, and measure 36x 58 inches. The names of
places are large and distinct; the drawing is carefully executed.
Each map has distinctive features, but all have large type, clear
and bold outlines. Price, $1.25 each.

The Lord’s Prayer, prnted on muslin, 36x45 inches, 8oc.; on
.spaper, 29 x 21 inches, 10¢.; mounted on linen and rollers, 29 x 21 inches, 6oc.

The Ten Commandments, on muslin, 36x 57 inches, $1.00; on
paper, 35% x 22 inches, 10c.; mounted on linen and rollers, 3534 x 224
inches, 6oc.

The Apostle’s Creed, on muslin, 40x 65, $1.00.

The Twenty-third Psalm, on muslin, Jox63, $|.go.

The Beatitudes, on muslin, 40x 635, $1.00,

POSTPAID

Rally Day

IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IS FIXED
FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24th

A four-page Programme for a Missionary
Service on that day has been prepared
under the direction of the General
Sunday-School Board. Its use will
help to make the Rally a success. Price,
soc. per hundred, postpaid. Send
orders promptly to

WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-33 Richmond St. West - TORONTO

C.W.COATES, Montreal, Que. S.F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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As fascinating as a novél, as alive as humor and Pathos can make it.

Husband, Wife and Home

By CHARLES FREDERIC GOss

Author of ““Th. Redemption of David Corson,” etc.

$1.00 Net

- POSTPAID

IT.\' blessed common

sense 1s more valuable than radi
the home,

“Glum and grumpy people will feel
reading this book.” Tears, lay

order to-day for a copy of this

um to bring and keep sunshine in
like going
ghter and wisdom in e
f.wcinnting

ut of business after
very chapter.
book on the Home Life,

JUBILANT
VOICES

For the
SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DEV(Q-
TIONAL MEETING
By DOANE, KIRKPATRICK, GABRIEL

Just out,

Send your

JUBILANT

and HOFFMAN
Much new material, Responsive Rr.uiin;.m. Urders of Service,
Index, 256 extra large Pbages, full cloth, thread sewed, flat opening,

Single Copy, 35c. postpaid,
12 Copies, $3.00; 100 Copies,

Topical

$25.00, not prepaid,

WILLIAM BRIGGS 2933 Richmond St. W. Toronte
C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que, S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S,

\
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PrinCCSS SUkCY N?:rshall Saunders

“The story of a pigeon (a thoroughbred Jacobin with a handsome hood that
nearly hides her head, owned by a boy in Riverport, Me.) and the story of a
homeless girl. These two stories intertwined make enchanting reading, and
¢ Princess Sukey ’ is the title of the bock that does the intertwining. But there
are more happenings in this story ; more happenings because more characters.
There is the Judge with his dignity and his contempt of animal pets ; there is
Stuttering Tite, to whom Providence brings nearly all the glory and beauty of
young life except the power to talk straight ; there is old Higbee, the man-of-all-
work, .who stutters even worse than Titus : and there is the snappish, warm-
warm-hearted, clear-eyed Mrs. Blodgett, queen of heousekeepers.  With such
characters as these, and a score of others as unique, and all of them true to life,
a story-teller even less clever than Marshall Saunders might be expected to weave
a beautiful story. We congratulate the young man or woman who is able to have
it placed upon his or her bookshelf.”— 7k Library.

12mo, cloth, $1.25, postpaid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29-33 Richmond St. W., TORONTO
C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. S. E. HUESTIS, Halifax,N.S.

SANDY

THE NEW BOOK BY THE AUTHOR
OF *“ MRS. WIGGS OF THE CABBAGE
PATCH” AND ““LOVEY MARY"”

«SANDY ”-—* As clever as anything the gifted writer
has done.”—New Orleans Picayune.

«“SANDY "—* Sandy is a very lovable lad of Irish birth
and of decidedly Irish temperament.” — Book News.

“«SANDY "—*A deeper story than any she has ever written before, but illuminated with
her ever-bubbling fun.”—£7 Paso Herald.

Illustrated by W. L. JACOBS. Cloth, $1.00, Postpaid.

29-33 Rid;mond Sﬁ;t - Do
W gs West Toronto
C. W. COATES, lMontreal, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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A GREAT BIBLE OFFER

We have had the good fortune to secure at a
special price a small (uantity of the famous

COMBINATION
S. 5. TEACHERS’ BIBLES

The Only Edition of Hand Bibles Published in the World showing
the King James and R:vised Versions on the Same Phge

While the supply lasts you may have the benefit of our purchase in a big reduction
from regular prices, The 8. 8. Teachers’ Combination Bible is a combination or
blending of the King  James and Revised Versions.  While it contains all the
features of the complete Parallel Bible, it is nevertheless of no greater size than
an ordinary hand Bible, and it makes a comparison of the two versions most satisfactory
by indicating every passage wherein the two versions differ.

COMPLETE SERIES OF FIFTEEN NEW COLORED MAPS, FULLY INDEXED

Together with 4,000 Questions and Answers on the Old and New Testaments, prepared

exoressly for this edition by the most eminent Scientists and Biblical Scholars

ELEGANT PAPER, CLEAR PRINT, SUBSTANTIALLY MADE

PUBLISHER'S OUR SPECIAL

Extra French seal, Divinity Cireuit, Round Corners, Red PRICE PRICE
under Gold Edges, Flexible Back, Linen Lined. ... ... . $4.50 $2.25

Extra French Seal, Divinity Circuit, Kound Corners, Red
under Gold Edges, Flexible Back, Leather Line

finish..., .. R S O : 3.00 2.75
Persian Seal, Silk Sewed, Round Corners, Red under Gold
Edges, Flexible Back, Leather Lined.....,,..... .. . .. 8.00 4.50

WE PAY THE POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS

29-33 RICHMOND STREET WEST, TORONTO, CAN.




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

_-_——_——-__——___ﬁ—_'l
wme BEWORTH LEAGUE s

SEASON,
THAN

«« READING COURSE '

THE BOOHKS FOR THIS YEAR

Our Canadian Heritage

By Rev. F. A, WIGHTMAN, Alberton, P.E.L Retail Price, £1.00.

For some time there has been a demand for books on Canadian subjects by
Canadian writers on the purt of those who study the Epworth Le:gue Reading Course.
We are glad to meet this request by the publication of this splendid volume on our own
country. The majority ¢f Canadians know very little of the wonderful h: ritage we have
in this great Dominion, and it is lighly important that information of this kind should
be widely disseminated.  Nothing will do so much towards the cultivation of an
intelligént patriotism. Mr. Wightman meets the need exactly.

Our Own and Other Worlds

A popular work on Astronomy. By REv. JosepH HAMILTON.
Retail Price, $1.25.

g This is another book by a Canadian writer, the author beiny a Presbyterian
minister in Mimico, Ont., for some years. By universal acknowledyment he has prepared
the most fascinating book on the heavenly bodies that has ever come from the press.
The great charm of Mr. Hamilton’s style is that he avoids all dry, technical terms, using
language so simple and clear that even a chld can understand him. Young people who
read this book will gain an impression of the glory of the s'ars which will stay with them
as an uplifting influence their life long.

Heart Talks

On Everyday Themes for Everyday People.
By Rev. W. H. GEISTWEIT, DD Retail Price, $1.00.
This book is not intended to be read through at a sitting, but to find a place on the
familiar table and tiken up ag in and agein. There is not a chapter in it that will not
abundantly repay reading 2nd re-reading.

THE PRICE

The retail price of these three splendid Looks totals f 3.25, but we are prepared to
sell the Course for the small sum of $1.80, which is less than half of the regular price.
This is five cents hi_her than last year, but it should be remembeied ihat the cost of
printing and binding has greatly increased during the past few years.

When sent by mail the price for each set will Le $1.50 postpaid.

When several sets are ordered at ithe same time they wil be sent by express for
81.30 per set, carriage to be paid by the buyer,

Descriptive Circular mailed Free to any®address.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29-33 Richmond Street West,
TCRONTO, ONT.
C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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Best o Sunday-School
Books Work

For The Primary Department Commeniaries
After the anu) What? By A, H, McKin. Matthew Hemy's Commentary on the Entire Bil
ney, Ph.D, Hustrateud edition, with an Introducn s Ex
Practical Primary Plans, By Israel P. Black, 81,00, by the Rev. John Stoughton.  Six 1o yal veta
The Shepherd Ps.nlm for Children. By Jun_]»hlnc volumes, 4,306 pages, rco illustrations
L. Baldwin,

* There is n, .)mvuww mpared with Matthesw
Object Lemm or Junior W ok, By Ella N, x'um s, Commer v pungent ard practical
o !

Woor t the text,
¢ Sunday School 1ime

Teacller Training »
Rev, W,

Sunday-Schiool Outlines, B

FCIAL OFFER—Send s S50, and pro-
I k-

Tucker, M.A., Ph.D,  Being mise to send us $1.00 ¢ T Six months, ma
’ b i complete pa ! we |
Teachers' Meetings, Normal Clames yo" & Somplers ‘el oy ment of $7. bt Gt
eople’s Societies, and Individual Students, 4 cloth binding,  Freight 1o Pars ot (LY
important book, should be read by every Sunday- 8 : ¥ :
chool teacher, 3sc, Also, 1]( Same price — Adam Clarke's C¢ ommentary
a volumes,

Tmhmg and Teachers, 3y H. Clay Trumbull, R vatinet

D.D. $1.10,

For Superintendents

The Sunday-School Teacher. By Prof, H. M. Th.— Superintendents’ Hand-Boc k. By J. w.
tell,

Hanmill, ‘soc,
The Teaching Problem. By J. W, Axtell, <o,
Revised \omml Lessons, By Rev. Jesse Hurl.

A ,\IHI'(‘I .\upennlun:h:m. By H. Clay Trumbull,
D.D. §

but, D.D, Ways of Working, By A, F. Schauffler, D. D,
Legion of Honnr Normal Bible and Training $t.00.

Lessons, By Prof. H, M. Hamill, 1st agd a0 The Modern Sunday-Se hool Superintendent and
Saries.  Set, age. His Work, By J'R, Pepper,” Paper, 150,
How to Study the Bible, By R. A. Torrey, soc,

How to Study the Bible. By George C, Workman, Grading

M.A., Ph.D.  Paper, 10c, Grading the Sunday School, By J, \\ -\mn

Seven Graded Sunday-Scheols. Jouse °L.
Psychology Hurlbut, D. D,

The Point of Contact in Teaching, By Patterson The Pedago; gical Bible School. By S.muel P,
Du Bois. s, Haslett, Ph,

The Story o the Mind, By James M,

dwin,
25¢, Mvsr.ellaneous
T';fmf’;‘"s'“l'g of Childhood. By Frederick Hints on Child Training, By H, Clay Trumpul!
. ol W WD, §
Talks to Teachers n Psychology, By Prof. Will. ” Boy’ Broblem, By Wm. B, Forbush, D, D),
iam James. $i,..

The Spiritual Life,
$roo,

iy George Albert Coe, Ph.D.

The Bi~ckboard
Chalk : We Can Do It. Py Eila N, Wooq, 750

Individua |1 \\uvL for ln.h\i\iuals. By H. Clay
D.  Paper, 350, by mail, dor.

cloth, l,\L.
A Dictionary of the Bible, Comprising the An-

Pict ured Truth, By Rev. Robert F, v, Pierce. tiquities, Biography, Geogr, phy, Natural H
tory and Literature, ¢ By Smith and Peloybet
Pliin Uses of the Blackboard. By Rev. and Mrs. Teachers' Edition.” $2,00,
. Crafts, A Harmony of the (.,,\ptlf- Being the Life o
Jesus in ‘the words of four Evangeliuts.
Cbid Study anged by W. H. Withrow, D.Dy. RS0

A Study of Child Nature, By Elizabeth Harrison.
$1.007 by mail, $1.10, Nllustrated Bible Dictionary
Beckonings from Little Hands, By Patterson lical History, Biography, h trine
u Bois. 7sc, and Literature, With numm» 15 Mustr uwm and
Cluldrv.-n-. Rights. A Book of Nursery Logic, important Chronological ' ¢ ables and Maps, Ty
By Kate Douglass Smith Wiggin, $1.00, M. G. Easton, D.D, Net §

HOW TO CONDUCT A SUNDAY-SCHOOL. By Marion Lawnnco 51 25.
POSTPAID

William Briggs 2035 Richmond street west Toronto
C. W. Coates, Montreal, Que, F. 5. HUEST|S, Halifax, N.s
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Two Important S. S. BooKs

Orders are now being received for

The Development of the Sunday-School

1800-1905

Containing the Official Report of the Eleventh International Sunday-School
Convention, Toronto, Canada, 1905

This Book Will Contain

The Addresses, Conferences, Reports and Statistics of the
Eleventh International Sunday-School Convention, with
Portraits of the Speakers and Ofiicers
The History of the International Uniform Lesson System and Portraits of the
|Lesson Committee from 1872 to 1908.—A Classified List of the International
Lessons, 1872-1906, giving Date, Topic and Text of each Lesson,—Portraits of
the Denominational and Independent Lesson Editors; the International
Executive Committee; the International and State Secretaries ; the State,
National, International and World-Wide Sunday-School Leaders.—The Story
of Departmental Work—the Beginners, the Primary, the Junior, the Advance,

.#1 Teacher Training, the Home Department, Supplemental Lesson, Men's Classes,
T30 Adult Classes, ete.—The Story of the National, International and World’s Con-
Pf ventions, from 1832 to Jerusalem, 1004, with Portraits of the Presidents and
i Others,—History of Organized Interdenominational Work, Township, State,
g International and World-Wide.—The Developmen: of the Sunday-Schocl,
“{ from Robert Raikes to the end of the Toronto Convention, June, 1905,

i The volume will comprise nearly 6)0 pages, more than 50) illustrations.

i C.oth hound, price d0c ; postage, 15¢ extra. There will be a large demand for

this book, and to receive a copy on publication orders should be sent immed-
iately. READY IN AUGUST OR EARLY IN SEPTEMBER.

s

T g2

How to Conduct a Sunday-School.
By MarioN LAWRANCE.
The Secretary of the International Sunday-School Association,

Suggestions and Plans for the Conduct of Sunday-Schools in All Departments.
Cloth, net $1.25, postpaid.

This book might be termed an encyelopredia of Sunday-School wisdom,
written by the most experienced writter in the field. The author, as Secretary
of the International Sunday-School Committee, has visited schools in every part
of th» world, and compared ideas with more workers than any other person in
the land. Consequently there is a broadness of vision and treatment that
makes it as usefu to one school as another. Although for twenty-eight years
superintendent of one school, Mr. Lawrance has not written of any one school,
but has made a hand-book equally valuable to each department of every sort of
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

The Famous ‘‘Glory Song”
is contained in

Alexander’s
New Revival Hymns

As used at the Torre, y-Alexander meetings. The one song alone
is worth the price asked for the book. Try this over on the piano.

Music EprrioN—Paper covers, 35c. per copy, Postpaid ; per dozen, $3.00, carri extra.
Cloth boards, 50c. per copy, postpaid ; per dozen, §5.00, carriage exira. o
WoRrps ONLY EpITioN—Paper covers, 5c. per copy, post aid ; per dozen 35c., carriage
extra, Limp cloth, 7c. per copy, postpaid ; per dozen le., carriage extra,
Special prices for large quantities.

The White Letter

A Tale of Retribution and Reward

By Eva Rose York

Toronto Mail and Empire :—* The book holds many a moral between its slim covers, and
must be of intense interest to every woman who reads it,”

Halifax Wesleyan :—* 1t is a cn?ﬂvntlng tale, showing what may be done for the fallen
ones, who are oftentimes neg

ected, and yet so much need the sympathy and care of
such a woman as the anthor,”

~"It is & wonderful story of how God raised up the weak and the fallen one, and
her strong in his service, It is a story, too, most beautifully told. The writer

is not merely an advocate of goodness ; she is a writer with a gifted pen as well.
There are decided touches of genius in many of her pages,”

CLOTH, 50 CENTS NET, POSTPAID
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One of the Many Points of Excellence ina

SOUVENIR

Range is the * Aeratcd” Qven
Over the oven door of the “SOUVENIR " are small ope n'ngs by
which f-csh air is admitted into the oven, by an inge vous dovice used
only on “SOUVENIRS,” this fresh air is passed over the hut oven top
and thorouhly heated before passing into the oven.
There are also openings from the oven o the chimney flue by which
the vitiated air is dischuged, being repl ¢ d by frei

By this arrangement the oven is coastint’y br athing in fresh air, which

keeps the roast from drying wp, thus proscr ing the juices of the meat.
Some construc ions lave a slide iv the aven door by which they
claim’ to ventilate th: over, but it wil e readily seen that to admt

cold air direet iato the oven would so reduce the temperaiure 2s to he

disastrous to good ccolkin.

A ¢ Scuvenir' Rande is Alwars Feliable
A Quiclt and Lven Balicr, anad Uses Littl: Fael

Manufactured by

The Gurney, Tiden Co., Limited

Hamilten Montreal Varcouver
Western Agerts
Tid:r. Guenzy & Co.,
Winnipeg, Mar.,




