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Weslevan Repository,

LITERARY RECORD.
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FEBRUARY, 1861.

EDITORTAL REMARKS.

SINGE the introductory remarks of our first number, we have
maintained a solemn if not a dignified silence. Perhaps some of
our friends are inclined to entertain the opinion that we are the
most compfacent and best satisfied of all our compeers. This we
assure them is a mistake, but our ordinary and more engrossing
vocations allow us not a large portion of time to meditate upon
wkat is calculated to elevate or depress in connection with the
Repository. It is true, our work has been praised and censured, but
in either case we have preserved our equanimity, as we shall not
long be in o position of admiring the beauty or inhaling the frag-
rance of the flowers thrown in our path. Our old and loved
spheres of action we shall exclusively pursue ; our present diverge-
ment being only a temporary wander, or an erratic excursion. The
few hard things said to us we shall the more speedily forget, as
they affect us only in the same connection, the brevity of which,
leaves us no ground to apprebend any thing af all serious to our
health and happiness from these-inflictions.

We suppose positions of honour and responsibility,—we cannot
add emoluwment, for our work is gratuitous; we even write with
our own pen and ink, on our own paper, and pay our own postage,
—are attended with censure and reproach,—nor have we any objec-
tion to a fair portion,—we are so constituted, that we have a relish
for a little of this commodity.

Vor. 1.—o.
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We do not profess to effect what is possible to be cffected, or what
shall yet be effected by brethren under more favourable circum-
stances, with more time and literary ability at command. Our work
is merely that of a pionecer, and such under the most favoured
circumstances must meet with hinderances and obstructions, and
desirable results cannot be otherwise than of slow attainment. Our
present cffort and struggle is for mere existence, this is all we can
hope for. Like a youthful pioneer in the forest, labouring hard
and surrounded with difficulties, yet with strong and healthful being
forces his way onward, and though his fare may be homely, and his
«dwelling a shanty, yet he is inspired with hope, that he shall yet
-occupy a position equal to his older and more favoured neighbours.

‘Wesleyan Methodism has exerted, from the first, a powerful influ-
wence in Western Canada ; in its secluded settlements, just emerging
{from the primeval forests, with their humble shanties, as well as
through every grade of improvement and progress to its towns and
«cities. The circumstances of our people have been constantly on
the advance, from toil to ease, from privation to affluence, from
seclusion to publicity ; and their mental improvements have nearly
kept pace therewith. Wesleyan Ministers have been the advance
guard of the people in knowledge, especially religious knowledge,
and much of the taste and yearning for general, usetnl knowledge,
may be attributed to their intercourse with them.

As early as 1829, when the-total white membership of our Church
was only 9,156, or about one-sixth of what it is at present, and when
there was not one-tenth of our-wealth, the * Christian Guardian”
was established. At the Conference of the year following it was
resolved to erect buildings at Cobourg for an Academy, which a
few years afterwards was incorporated as Victoria College. Then
the Book Room was called into existence, and in a brief period
became a really prosperous establishment. Of all our four hundred
Ministers, not one in ten, now in the active work, has had a share
in the toil, or contributed to the expenses of the above institutions.
And what have we effected since in their advance, and in keeping
pace with the further constantly increasing literary wants of our
people? A generation has ncarly passed away, and yet these
institutions, instead of having become productive in kindred
nstitutions and alliances, have become encumbered, and their ener-
gies and usefulness cramped and hindered through our apathy and
our selfishness, Large as the circulation of the * Christian Guar-
dian” is, it ought to be double the number. The Book
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Room instead of being a great publishing house, has ouly an occa.
sional book issuing from its presses, and our supply has to be
obtained from publishers in other countries. Victoria College, so
popular as a scat of learning, yet so pressed in its finances year
after year, ag to be forced to extort from an unwilling Government
its miscrable bounty, when our own ability is sufficiently ample for
its vigorous working.

Years ago our vocation was to instruct from the pulpit, and in
the domestic circle, these were the only mediums we had, there
were few readers and fewer books ;3 but in the providence of God &
race of preachers were then thrust into his vineyard of great
nateral ability, and me of great pulpit powers, and with as much
literary knowledge as raised them above the masses, and well they
acted their part, and boundiess was the confidence and gratitude of
those to whom they ministered.

Our duty, in this day, is to supply the wants of the people as they
wow cxist, Many of them have availed themselves of the literary
institutions of the country in the education of their sons and
daughters, so that we shall have, far sooner than we can hope to be
prepared for the duty, further to imstruct and guide in religious
matters as intelligent a community as is to be found in any country.
In fact we have them new in every congregation where we minister,
who are capable of appreciating what is pure and valuable in book
or pulpit, and who are no way backward in detecting error in
speech, in metaphor, or in dectrine. They have their tastes—what
pleases or displeases—iwhat is palatable or disagrecable. Depend
apon it, if we desire to retain our infloence, we must ascend to
them, and above them, as they will not come down to us. Nor is
it desirable that they should, and our teachings, whilst under ever
varying circumstances, though always cast in the mould of truth,
having its force and inspiration, should be presented in an inviting
and not in arepulsive manner., All our people maynot kave a refined
and literary taste, but some such are found every where. and it is
well known what an influence one or two may exert in a congrega-
tion. We hold that there is nothing, save corrupt morals, so fatal
to & Minister’s inflaence as ignorance—in him of all other men, in
this age, it is most inexcusable. He may preach a few admi-
rable sermons, but preaching is only a portion of his work.
He is placed constantly in circumstances of association and contact,
where in order to maintain his position and influence must show
himself the well read man, with his mind stored with general ard
aseful knowledge.
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We live in a reading community who have time and means and
inclination for the indulgence, and the mental luxury will be sought
and obtained; the danger to be apprehended, and already it is more
than apprehension, that the quality of the supply will enervate their
minds, and undermine their religious principles.  Ilas it not been
done already, by Newspapers, Magazines, and Books from the neigh-
bouring Republic? Our work, in addition to our regular pastoral
and pulpit duties, should be to provide something to meet their
wants, and to counteract the puvisonvus tendency of puerile, deprav-
ing, and ruinous works of fiction.

Wé ought to have a lterature of our own. Who that hears our
American brethren preach is not forcibly struck with the difference
in the tendency of their minds and manner of address from what
we are accustomed, and what is adapted to us. Luter their
Churches, how different from that decorum and reverence observa-
ble in our’s. We could not even tolerate the careless unprofessional
dress of the preacher. Look at the greater number of their religious
books, especially th.*x Expositions of Wesleyan Theology. Robert
Hall said that Socinianism was the exhaustion of Christianity. And
here you have every vital idea, associated with depth and solidity,
in a state of evaporation. English Wesleyan literature is of a far
better stamp, but English periodicals are too expeasive, and not
always found adapted to us. We do not conceal what we be..cve to be
our proper position—half way between the light Yankee and heavy
Englishiman—but with a national and distinct character yet to
establish. It is singular how little we have doune in imitation of
the vencrable founder of Methodism, who was as diligent in furnish-
ing books for his socicties, as he was in anfolding truth from the
pulpit.  And not only himself, but several of lis plain, devoted
sons in the Gospel, who haveleft us the richest treasury of religious
biography to be fouud in any Christian community.

Of late years, in 'addition to other expressions of desire for
literary effort, we have obtained a large number of titles expressive
of literary fame and distinction; we have now five D.D., nearly a
score of M. A. and B. A,, but so far as literary fruit is concerned,
scarcely any thing has been produced; and it is a strange fact that
the most popular Canadian book, emanating from our Book Room,
save the aid rendered by Dr. Wood, has been the work of an Indian,
The important and engrossing duties connected with offices held by
our senior brethren may furnish apology for them. But we have
many young mexn from whom we ought to expect something, when
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they sce our Sablath Schools with libraries undermining our pulpit
cfforts.  When they see the houses of our people, in country and
town, with books that they cannot but believe as subversive of true
picty. When they sce the kind of diluted Theology that is intro-
duced and propagated.  When they sce our Hymn Book, save in
public services, supplanted by perfect rant, both in the verse and
tunces.

Impressed by these and similar considerations, a considerable
number of Ministers at our last Conference formed a voluntary
association, for the publication of the Repository: They saw the
necessity of some form of permanency to throw their thoughts.
They wished to afford the younger preachers a field for the cultiva-
tion of their litcrary talent. They hoped by making a beginning
though on a small scale, so to advance until a really valuable and
influential Monthly would result. It was no part of the plan that
the committee should do much more than select from contributions,
and conduct the work through the press; but as yet, save from
three or four Lrethiren, we have had but little aid. Let none of our
brethren in tHe meantime suppose we are discouraged, and ready
to renounce the work as hopeless.  We have entered on the most
difficult part of our task, and shall, if life aud health be spared, con-
tinuc at our post until the expiry of our term of service.

We are still of opinion that a good Menthly Magazine, one of
enlarged dimensions and increased worth, may casily, through the
co-operation of a majority of our brethren, be established. We
anxiously desire it, though we have no more interest in the publi-
cation of the Zepository than any of our brethern, nor likely to have
in any that may succeed it, yet we have a deep interest in the pros-
perity of our Church, and gladly would we contribute to it, to the
extent of our ability.

—— e

EVANGELICAL OUTGOINGS.

BY JONATHAN SCOTT.

“#You have sent us your Missionarics, and they are successful, ;° ¢ multitudes
are saved.”— Suapracy, of Tonge.

There is a FRIENDLY PRINCIPLE among men as tender as the sensitive
plant, yet vigorous and irresistible ; and though kind and just, pursues
its object with insatiability and without weariness; good in itself, accom-
plishing good with imperial grace and power. Heaven approves. Christ's
kingdom comes.
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The principle is embodied in Old Testament records, sometimes with
much incipiency, or differently espressed, but ever, in its manifestation,
it is an oozing or a gushing of heart for somebody else. This is incaleu-
lubly more than Plato’s suavity, or Veltaire's cordiality ; and transforming
faith in Christ makes the momentous distinetion. Man was made unselfish,
and to find bis highest delights in serving others. It, as a germ,
devulged itself in Adam'’s first hopes after the first promise. It lived in
Abel's faith and offerings. It breathed in the priestly ceremontes of
Patriarchal houscholds, when Christ's day was scen afar off, and there
was glxdness, It made Enoch a mun of God. It invested the Jewish
system with brotherliness when it provided for «the stranger.” Even
Jonah’s success was the consequeree of lis reluctant going to Nineveh at
God’s command. It beautified Ruth, when she chose the peeple of God
for her people. and they made her welcome. It threw over the evangelical
diction of David's Psalms the splenc: urs of unselfishness and of Gospey
majesty ; and endowed before-hand Is. iah with the spirit of St. Paul, and
well nigh antedated the magnificent dis sensation of the Spirit, of Missions,
and of the Latter Day glory.

The principle predominates in the New Testament, and there becomes
a passion. There it is in all those rcts which respect for the Messiah
prompted.  See it in those stupendcus miracles which some of his fol-
lowers wrought for others—sheer mirueles of merey. See it in the disci-
ples he sent forth two and two, and when they returned from their tours
of devotedness and daring, and rehearsed the deeds their God had done.
See it in the surprise and convictions of St. Peter after the vision of
beasts—none now unclean. It was effulgent on the Day of Pentecost. 1t
pulsates in the Evangelists. It glows in the Epistles. It gives John of
the Revelation his best vision—an angel flying through the heavens with
the Gospel for men. It envelopes Antioch in the glory of a genius which
there devised the first Missionary Association. See it in the attitude of
St. Paul, when, as Apostle to the Gentiles, he said, “I magnify mine
office.” See it in Macedonia’s hearty hountifulness to Jerusalem’s poor.
Sece it in the celerity of the multitude who went everywhere preaching
the word—the hand of the Lord with them. It carried Barnabas to and
from Antioch, and the Apostles hastened to many a foreign country, and
Satan’s pagan or prejudiced majorities were often decimated by Christ's
vietories, and angels wondered.

The principle had precedence in the earliest Christian centuries. Fel-
low-feeling, regenerated, developed it.  Every act of good-will, zeal, and
endurance for others, developed it. Faith, resolution, exultation in mar-
tyrdom, developed it.  Yearnings for men’s well-being, and their imwme
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diate salvation, developed it. The principle cannot have been selfish and
inert ; it must have been hallowed, encrgetic, mighty, under God, to give
Christianity the altitude it reached, and that era a pre-eminence, a renown,
a halo, beautiful and imperishable. In my “Primitive Christianity,”
printed “at ye Rose and Crown in St. Paul's Church Yard, 1673, the
historian speaks of the Christians as a “happy fraternity ;" but “they
acknowledged the very Heathen to be brethren, though otherwise little
deserving the name of men.”” And one of the earliest Missions we read of
was founded by Chrysostom, patriarch of Constantinople, who mainiained
many labourers in Pheenicia, instructing the Heathen in the Christian
Faith, aided by voluntary liberality ; an inspiring example for posterity.

The principle—the passion, is pre-eminent in the Nineteenth Century.
It has quickened earnest men’s avidity to learn more of the Gospel’s afflu-
ence of truth, and kindliness, and influence. It has consecrated the pro-
foundest intellects and the most brilliant talents, and hestowed exuberance
on sanctified poetic imaginings. Its trophies are better than rubies. Tt
has, by the surrenders and bravery it has prompted, given to the affec-
tionate names of father, mother, son, daughter, exquisite beauty and ten-
derness, to the praise of Him who died for all. Since the ¢ Second Refor-
mation” by Wesley, as Robert Hall manfully styles it, the principle I
extol has been replenished, and taken its supreme place in the Churches;
and it has planted its sanctified machinery, and built its unfading meme-
rials of beueficence in both hemispheres, in the remotest territories, in
deserts, torrid and frigid, on continents and islands, on mountain tops and
in valleys, among the idolatrous, the cannibal, the obscene, and the brutal:
It has furnished some of the rarest manly ministerial, and womanly dis-
plays of fidelity, and, as Dr, Chalmer’s said it, of “hardihood,” the world
ever witnessed. Would that there could be found an eligible standing-
place, and a ken keen enough, for a survey of the Christian Missions of
the earth! How vivid would the light of true Churches appear—how
untrammelled their zeal, how sublime their aims, their labours, their isola-
tion, their privations, their conflicts, their triumphs! What we eannot see
at a glance, we see in the enchanting Missionary periodieals, libraries, and
museums of the day; and to see these is to shout our praises to God, if
astonishment will let us.

I must not—though it would be a catholic act—enumerate the great
Societies and their Agents, which have, at an immense annual and increas-
ing expense, given truth and holiness, services and sacraments, bibles,
schools, and printing-presses, and peace, charity, and honour to many bar-
barous countries: they bear nuwerous denominational designations; but
Christian is the one name which distinguishes them, and the smile of God

/
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is & benediction for them all, as His arm is their defence, in every region
of degradation and peril. In generous co-operation with them have been
and are Bible and Tract Societies, Translators, and Christian Education-
ists, and the effect is, the enlightened, the hallowed, and the romantie :—
Missionary ships upon the ocean ; Heathen temples dedicated to Christ;
Normal Schools in region:. of darkness; Civilization of wildest barbarians
a reality; Native Missionaries winning the souls of their own people ; the
servants of devils subdu~d by truth and grace ; regenerated idolators borne
off in death to heaven ; and the liberal Churches and Nations of the civi-
lized world feeling that there comes back upon them a full tide of boun-
ties and of thanks from the distant realms of Heathenism !

What is the principle which has won and presents such holy pheno-
mena? The Missionary principle.  What is the Missionary principle ?
THE LOVE OF GOD IN THE BELIEVING HEART, put there by the Spirit
of God, cultured and led by the word and providence of God, and developed
by the authority of God. It is the mightest motive of the hu—aan mind.
It is the impulse of Evangelic Fraternities. It is that which ponders over
the wants and woes of others, and yearns and purposes, and hearkens and
feels, and looks and longs, and goes forth, and labours, and pants, and
weeps, and intreats, and prays, and is long svffering, to reach its object,
and shews convincingly and amazingly that he who loves Gop loves his
“ neighbour /”  What a propellor this is with Missionary committees,
evangelists, collectors, benefactors, and countless intercessors for mankind ;
who say of the Prince of Peace, “Men shall be blessed in Him: all
nations shall call Him blessed !’

This is to unravel the mystery which an abandonment of self creates in
the sight of sceular critics.  This imparts unction to melting Missionary
valedictory oceasions. This is to emancipate profession from the trammels
of sectarianism, and exhibit Christian charity without tovrnish. This is
sacred chivalry., This is apostolic magnanimity. This, and only this, is
to save men, This is the hwnble human counterpart of the Saviour’s
wondrous going to a—to our, debased and guilty world, and tells the list-
less, the covetous, and the sceptical we glory only in His Cross.

Commercial and scientific enthusiasts plead a noble disregard of the
toils and hazards of exploration and enterprise ; but such devotedness must,
I fear, more or less carry the stamp of self-interest upon it. The patrons
of Missions have already millions géven of pounds to establish and enlarge
them, and children are beloved busy benefactors in this high-calling of
mercy. The genuine and purest disinterestedness is that of the Christian
Missionary, who, in the strength of the Holy Spirit, propagates everywhere
the truths, laws, and privileges of Revelation, and by them sanctifies, and
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then civilizes, savages; and to-day the weightiest obligations are the well-
earned claims of ProTEsTaNT MissioNARY INSTITUTIONS on men of
commerce and science, legislalors and sovercigns--on tersitories, colonies,
and empires,—an indebtedness not always acknowledged, but inrreasing
as the globe is evangelized by the diffusion of the glorious Gocpel of the
blessed God.

Canadian Christians possess Societies which have fellowship in spirit
with the Missionary Socicties of all countrics, and their Missions have
done more for this country than all other means.  The citics, towns, and
settlements of Canada are now astir with the attractive and important
Anniversaries of the Branches of the popular Wesleyan Missionary Society ;
and there never was a period when its religious and finaneial claims were
more meritorious and pressing.  Its multitudinous friends remember the
duty which God has commanded to be discharged. They think with grati-
tude of past exhilarating tokens for good.  Their faith safely infers that
the tokens can be repeated and multiplied ;" and their present privilege is,
to pray much more fervently, and give much more generously, to sustain
and extend the Missions, for the well-being of mau in the Canadas, in the
Hudson’s Bay Territory, and in British Columbia.

S

The goings forth of men of wisdom, character, and heroism into all
countrics have resulted in srenes of brightness, tranquility, sanctity, and
love: and there are millions more to be blessed. O for the Spirit’s seven-
fold encrgies, and the washings of Jesus’ blood in all lands!  No Cheris-
tian ts exempt from the duties of strong Missionary faith and an abound-
ing Missionary benevolence.  The solicitude of every man should be for
his own adaptation to the transeendent calling of blessing others—blessing
many. God confers the needed knowledge, the sympathy, the means, and
the purposc. The venerated George Herbert's quaintness is here in place:

“1 throw me at His feet.
There will I lie, until my Maker seek
For some mean stuff whercon to show His skill :
Then is my time.”

Such prostration made wuniversal, the spirit and intentions uf all
Charches and their peerless Missionary Socicties would be elevated, and
fresh marvellous results would animate and embolden the pioneers of
Christendom, who sublimely in every clime seck and save the lost, and
prepare all tongues to magnify for ever the God of light and love.

Toronto, January Tth, 1861,
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A CHAPTER ON NAMES.

Tt i3 a convenience, if' not an absolute necessity, that every individual
person, and place, also, of any consequence, should have a name distinetive
of that person or place. Names, besides serving the purpose of distine-
tion, may bhecome in some sense ornamental and pleasing. There is nothing
in which the possession or want of taste, not to say judgment, is man
ifested than in the choice of names. Significancy and cuphony we hold
to be primary clements, which should be respected, or enter into the com-
position of a name.

There are threce oceasions on which the taste and discernment to which
we refer are called into requisition :—The naming of children, of towns
and villuges, or residences, and domestic animals. Indulgence should,
perhaps, be eraved for mixing up the first with the two last, but the clas-
sification suits the drift of the writer's fugitive, random ideas.

The practice which now obtains so extensively of giving a ckild two
or three names is to be deprecated. It strikes us as actually disfiguring
the individual ; and it certainly subjects those who are under the neces-
sity of accosting by names, cither to the hazard of being out of breath,
of being perplexed as to which one of the several names to sclect, or of
giving him altogether a misnomer. This senseless custom we conjecture
arises ecither from affectation, or 2 wish to please a long list of relatives,
such as grand-pavents, uncles, aunts, cousins, &e., on both the paternal and
maternal side.  _Appropos, to what can we ascribe the penchant, so many
people evinee for having other people’s children called after them 2 Is it
not one of the lowest and silliest kinds of ambition ? In connection with
the mention of long names, we are inclined to relate an cecurrence which
fell under our own observation. A person who had lived till comparative-
Iy late in life without being married, at length persuaded a young woman
to have him, and a little girl was the first fruits of the union, (whether
there is any more fruit, the writer knows not,—it would be an inconveni-
ence if there were, for want of names) and the father applied to a parson
of our acquaintance to baptize the child. The minister thought well to
promise the dispensation of the ordinaunce. DBefore the parties were quite
ready for the ccrcmony, the father with a somewhat embarrassed air,
hitched up to his reverence and said, “ The name I am going to give the
baby is rather a long one, and I thought well to putit on a picee of paper.”
The minister pronouncing the precaution very considerate, the fond father
handed over = scrap of paper on which it seemed as if he had been aceu-
mulating names cver since the child's birth. It was amusing to sce the
poor dominics surprisc and embarrassment—not unmised with an ex-

[}
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pression of the ludicrous—on perusing the soiled picce of paper on
which was serawled with hidious chirography. and worse orthography,
beginning with capitals, no less than fwenty-three names—none less, or
more! Although we long preserved the paper, as a curiosity, having now
lost it, we cannot at the present time detail all the names, much the order
in which they stood. The list we remember began with Sarak and ended
with Victorie. It ran in something like the following order, ¢ Sarah,
Maria, Desdama, Luerctia, Lucenda, Beauty, Aurora, Almira. Mary,
Eliza, &e., &e., &e., &e., &e., &e, &e, &e., &e., &e, &e, &e., Vietoria.”
Fle minister, who was afraid he could not go over such a lisi, sacred as
tre ceeasion was, without laughing, sat before the parent the inconveni-
ence and {olly of so many names, but without the effect of convineing him.
He agreed, however, at last, to a compromise ; namely, that the winister
should pronounce the first and the last names, and that he Limself would
put in intercalary ones. This, you will say, was an extreme case, still it
was only an exaggerated instance of what is too common, and which
has disfigured a highly respeetable gentleman of our acyuaintance, with
half-a-dozen names.

One good, substantial, sicnificant name, in oar humble opinion, is cer-
tainly preferable to half-a-dezen unmeaning ones. We do not profess to
have reduced this nominal business to a system, but we venture to throw
out some hints. Names, then, might, we think, he so sclected as to teach
the bearer some useful lesson, to remind him of the fults and obligations
of his birth; or to awaken within him noble aspirations. Now the gentle
reader must not suspeet the writer of advocating a return to the days of
cant, when sacred things were degraded by ludicrous combinations. We
do not want any more Praise-God-Barebones, or Through-much-tribula-
tiom-we-must-eater-into-the-l:ingdom-of-heaven Smiths.  The significancy
of many Hebrew names, such as Jubez, Benjamin, Samuel, Ebenezer,
tsce the circumstances under which they were given in the Seriptures)
adapt them to the purposes of me:mento, monition and instruction. Naming
a child after a distinguished personage, may have the tendency of inspiring
tim with a desire to emulate his character and conduct. IHence were
cmiucnce in the person after whom the child is named is not enough, but
there should be eminence in virtue, or in that which is worthy of imita-
tation. The writer remembers its striking him as very much out of taste
and charaeter that a certain minister of the Gospel whom he once knew
should have called one of his sons after Tamerlain a heatlien conqueror.
e also once met with a pretty little boy who through the ignorance of
his | arents, bearing the name of Témori of odious memory. But Gideor |
David, Luther, Wesley, oward, Oberlin, Neff, Tell, Washington, Gari-
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baldi, Florence (Nightingale) and a thousand others, furnish examples of
what is meant.  Yet the given or baptismal name, if possible, should never
be of a sound to chime discordantly with the surname. When the first
name ends in a consonant sound, thereby closing the organs of articula-
tion, the whole name is less easily pronounced, than when the first one
cnds with 2 vowel sound. The latter occurring more frequently with
feminine names, renders them generally more flowing and easy of utter-
ance. Itis said of the poet Southey, that the christian name contained
a hissing ¢k, corresponding to that in the sur-name, Southey. The name
of his daughter (Edith) is the only o.e we remember.  Where the given
name hegins with the same letter as the family name, the alliteration
sometimes has a pleasing effect—as Bernard Barton, Colin L. Campbell,
Sidney Smith, PeterPerry, Paul Peterson, &e. But this law of eupliony
and alliteration should not make us chary of an appropriate, signifi
cant, strong name, when apparently called for, however hard to pronounce.

The writer has observed some ludicrous mistakes into which this love
of “pretty names ” has led ignorant people. He has heard of a mother
calling her daughter Lobeliw Inflata, the name of the well known « emetic
herb,” who on being asked why she gave her child such a name as that,
answered that she ¢ found it in 2 book,” and * thought it a very pretty one.”

As to the naming of places we confess we are heartily tired of the affix
ille,, attached to somehody’s name. We have Brockvilles, and Merrick-
villes, and Bellevilles, and Demorestvilles, and Allisonvilles, and Bowman-
villes, and Stouffvilles, and Streetsvilles, and Churchvilles, and Hannahs.
villes, and Beamsvilles, and Merritsvilles, and Wardsvilles, enough  The
name of a person may sometimes combine with some other word to forin
an agreeable name.  Brautford, Elginficld, Helmsport, and Froomfield, are
clezant.  Some of the nawes borrowed from the Indian dialect are sonor-
ous and signifieant : Cataraqua, Toronto, Cayuga, Nunticoke, and Sencea,
arc examples. ~ But some of the prettiest and riost expressive names are
formed by compounding words espressive of the local situation of the
places, such words being purely Anglo-Saxon. We have some such already
in Canada: Westport, Newton, Weston, Norwood, Bloomficld, Milford,
Milton, Millbrook, Coldwater, Coldspring, and even Stoney-Ureck, are
among thenumber.  Names thus compounded, are, in our judgment, far
the most appropriate to private residences. We are often surprised at the
want of taste and ingenuity, or fancy, in the selection of names for their
estates or residences by persous of wealth and refinement.  We, however,
remember some tasteful exceptions to this remark among esteemed friends
in several different parts of the Province. A Rockliff, near Ottawa; a
Burnside, near Brockville; and a River-View, near London, aboder in
which we have temporarily sojourned with pleasure, are among the rumbua.



SKETCH OF A WESLEYAN MINISTER. 193

As to dogs and horses, those trusty and useful animals, it is a matter of
convenience, not absolute nceessity, and seems to be a sort of recognition
-to which their domestic relation and excellencies entitle them,  Kindly
natures will extend this to other domestic animals; witness Cowper’s rab-
bits, Southey’s cats, and Bishop Morris’ cow and hens. A very common
practice is to give them abreviated human names; or, which is a whimsi-
cal exhibition of taste, hard to be accounted for, they ofter receive the
open, sonorous names of Roman Senators and heroes. But, to our notion,
some name significant of the color, or character of the animal, is more
appropriate and proper. Black, Bright, Bay, Dapple, Grey, Tan, Filly,
Spot, for horses, unless you would indicate their disposition, as Bishop
Morris does the meckness of bis family horse, by calling bim Job* ; and
Bounee, Driver, Lurcher, Swift, Rover, Rough, Rowser, and Yelper, for
dogs are preferable to those above referred to.

If the above should be considered trifling, we draw attention to the
necessity of getting snore suitable and espressive names for our country
churches, than that of calling them after the nearest neighkour, who is often
no more deserving of the honor than any other onc of the many who
assisted to build it. The old Rock-Chupzl stands as suggestive of what
we mean.  Wemay return to this at another time, 0.

Gur Gawadiznw Work und HWinistry.
SKETCH OF A WESLEYAN MINISTER.
Rev. JonN Brack.
No. 3.

We are persuaded that we have now before us oue of the best subjects
for a sketch that we have hitherto attempted to take. But as our ac-
quaintance is not very intimate or of very receat date, we can promise no
more than an imperfect outline. In person he is tall and of martial
erectness,—dresses with taste and neatness becoming hisage and position,
—and on the whole the external man might well be deemed a model of a
plain and vencrable Methodist Preacher.

He is the very essence of politeness and civility, and « most shrewd,
keen, cautious observer of human nature and passing cvents. His aim
and study seem to have been to please everybody, and displease nobody ;
singularly quiet, unobtrusive, and “clothed with huwility.” IHe has
passed through a long ministerial sife ju the discharge of duties which in
their very nature must have been dttended with difficulties sufficient to

* Weatrongly @emur to this liverty with sacred names—~Ews.
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test the wisdom and graces of the best of men—without offence, “ that the
Ministry be not blamed.” And yet as an administrator of the discipline
of our Church, he held the reins with a tight hand, and his prerogative
never surrendered to another.  If any man, official or otherwise, ran foul
of him, he was {found polite, immovable, and inflexible. The interests of
the Church were never committed to safer hands, nor placed under a more
watehful eye.  The higher properties of mind he never professed to have,
and yet we are inclined to think that the counteracting mental infirmities
that we have discovered in many men of superior talent affected him but
slightly, if at all. He had not vanity to prompt the desire for position he
could not fill, or to he placed on a level he could not maintain, or to
attempt duties for the performance of which he was unfitted. In the
pulpit he grappled not with diffcult subjects; he was no metaphysician—
as it has been defined—stating what could not be understood by the hear-
ers, and what was as badly understood by the preacher. What he said,
he comprehended its force and meaning; and what a man understands
himself, he generally suceeeds in conveying to the understanding of otherss
He seems to have had the Rev. C. Mayne, of the Irish Conference, for his
model as a speaker, who always ended his sentences with u peculiar action
of his nose, as if he were an excessive snuffitaker, and he always took hold
of his nose on finishing a sentence, as if it were not long enough. Though
his preaching frequently amused, and would cause the countenance of the
most grave to be lit up with a smile, yet he preached not for such effects;
he had higher and holier aims, and was successful in causing many to
turn to the Tord. His preaching being pefectly unique, it attracted many
to hear who would not listen to deeper thought or more claborated dis-
courses. e practiced brevity, without the necessity, as some preachers
say, of studying it; his nature and his habits prompted it,—short hymus,
short prayers, short sermons, short sentenees,—surpassed in these parti-
culars by the Rev. R. Corson alone.
Ancedotes of his sermons, his speeches and his sayings, are in the
autral parts of Upper Canada as familiar as houschold words, and as by
relating some of them we can give a more correet portrait of him than
by any skill or art of’ our own, we shall avail ourselves of a few that are
current.  Many years ago, when a bell was introduced into the Methodist
Church in Bellevilly, und which was the first so appropriated in Canada,
—and about the same time the new Wesleyan Church on Adelaide street,
Toronto, was crected, a prodigy in those days of architectural skill and
wapacity,—Bro. Black frequently observed that there were three things
too sublime for him, viz.,, the Bell at Belleville, the Adelaide stceet Pulpit,
and the Falls of Ningara. In a certain neighbourhood on the old Hals
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lowell Circuit, there was a wedding to take place, of some importance, but
the time was kept a profound seeret. It was known that brother Black
was to be the officiating clergyman. He came into the neighbourhood to
preach, and all eyes were upon his movements, He went to stop over
night with Mr. P. D., whose lady was unusually kind, in order to prepare
the way for getting the great secret.  Next morning when he was about
leaving, Mrs. D, says to him, «Brother Black, when is Miss —— to be
married ?” ¢ Sister D., are you good at keeping a seeret?” “I am,”
was the reply, and thought she was about to haveit. «So am I,” sister
D., good at keeping a seeret,—good morning, good morning,”—and with
a polite bow, such as he alone could make, retired, and that day shared
in the wedding solemnities.

When he was stationed on the C Circuit, an officious Pastor of
another Chureh called upon him to go and take the Sacrament at his
Church, because he looked upon him as a member, upon the ground of his
being baptized and confirmed in it. “You are very kind and consider-
ate, Mr. W, I thank you for calling, just step in,” said Brother Black,
not the least disconcerted. He handed the zcalous Pastor into the
parlor, and introduced him to another Minister, thus: ¢Mr. W, this is
the Rev. J., my Chairman, or Bishop,—the Bishop of this Diocese. I
am a Minister under Mr. J. He can say to me, go, and I must go,—
come, and I must come ; he is really wy master.  You, sir, I sce, claim to
be my master too. Now Christ says, ‘No man can serve two masters.’
Mr. W. you place me m an awkward position. I do not know whom to
ohey. Gentlemen, please settle it between yourselves,”— politely bowing,
and retiring, and thus leaving Mr. J. and Mr. W. to settle the real status
of Bro. Black. TFor a moment there was silenee. It was soon, however,
broken, by Mr. J., the Chairman of the District remarking, © it was
high time that every man would learn to mind his own business.” Mr.
W. then took his hat and left. Bro. B. politely showed him the door,
and thanked him for his call.

As a preacher he has somewhat of the Welch manuner about bim,—at
least their fumiliar metaphors and illustrations; those that he used in
general originated in his own mind, and were adapted to himself and to
no onc clse. 'When according to Millerite prognostication the world was
old and about to throw off its shell for a better inerustation, he would
point to a new Grist mill in the neighborhood where he was preaching,
and describe all its machinery, and the intention of it, and ask, did
Mr. , the owner, make the whole for the purpose of immediately
destroying it ? then draw this infercnee, that the wise and good Being
would not institute such machinery as Bible Societies, Missionary Socie-
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ties, and kindred institutions, for the conversion of the world, and im-
mediately destroy all,—cven before the instrumentality was fully tested.

His Sermon on the general Judgment had some fine imagery, though
its characters and application were perhaps alone original.  He represent2
the scene as frequently represented—Gabricl, of course, is a prominent
personage; he puts the questions to those who are arraigned ; he cally
some of the high personages of earth, and the dignitaries of the Church
—their reception is not by any means such as they anticipated, nor is
their destiny such as they desired. A different character, however, ap-
pears in the person of Elder Case. His catechetical course embraces
and elicits a history of his toil in Canada,—his mission to the Indians
and its success; Gabriel becomes so enraptured with his ready and satis-
factory answers, that scarcely does he wait to go through the examination,
when he cries out with stentorian lungs and voice to the host of attend-
ant angels,—make way, make way there, for Elder Case, that he may
enter into the joys of his Lord. But it is impossible to convey to paper
a distinet lmpression ; to do so, you want the living man,—his manner,
gestures, and voice. You need John Black to clothe his own imagery,
and communicate his own ideas.

Who has not heard his Scrmon on the text, “Art thou in health, my
brother 27 usually the first on a new Circuit. The divisions are snid to
have beon :—I1. Brother Freemason ; II. Brother Orangeman; IIL
Brother Countryman; IV. Brother Irishman, if I can judge by their
arge faces; V. Brother members of the Church.

But we presume that Mr, Black would searcely know his own sermons
and aneedotes, as reported by his numerous friends. He is really a good
man,—good at heart, good in life, and in all respects. He is an origionl
preacher,—perhaps as great a variety in his sermons as in the sermons of
any one man ; and further we may add in connection with his singular
politeness, that he is politely sublime, politely good, politely simple, and
politely useful.

He united with the Conference at its first Scssion in 1824; now super-
annuated ; and is a native of Ireland.

Bibinity,

EXPOSITION OF ROMANS VL, III. 1IV.

“RKnow yc not, that so many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were
baptised into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism iato
death ; that hike as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even S0 we also should walk in newness of life.”

After duc reflection we are satisfied that interpreters have
strangely misapprchended the important event in the history of
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Christ to which these verses undoubtedly allude. And that it only
needs a right apprehension of the event sllnded tv, and a literal
interpretation of the words which make the allusion, to bring out a
meaning highly useful and truly worthy of being connected with
one of the two sacraments of the Christiun Church. And  oreover
that when thus obviously applied and literally interpreted, these oft-
quoted words do not furnish even an allusion to immersion as a
mode of baptism, but on the other hand present the strongest
grounds and reasons for adopting a different mode.

The Apostle introduces these verses to convey an argument why
baptised persons should not *continue in sin,” (ver. 1,) And this
argument lies in the fact that their baptism was a “ baptism into
death,” (ver. 4,) “into his,” i. e. Jesus Christ’s “death,” (ver. 3.)
What does he mean by baptism into death? It is indispensably
necessary to understand this definitely. As a guide to the meaning
which the Apostle here connects with the term death, it is important
to observe that he evidently meaus a death of man’s that is “in the
likeness of Christ’s death,” a death that Christ himself did undergo.
It is important to observe also that he obviously asserts that Jesus
what death was Christ himself baptised? 2nd. Where was Christ
baptised into death? And 3rd. How was Christ baptised into
death ?

1st. Into what dcath was Christ baptised. As the death whatever
it be is plainly one that is in some sense common to Christ and his
faithful followers, for this reason it cannot here mean spiritual death
to depravity. Such a death could not be common to both, because
Christ never died in this sense, and he was never raised from such a
death as this. It would be blasphemy to asscrt that this was the
character of “his death,” or of his resurrection. And us such a
death cannot be his death it cannot be the death that is represented
as common to him and to his followers. And we may add that as
the death and resurrection here spoken of cannot mean a spiritual
death to depravity and a new birth to holiness, these verses do not
teach the dogma of baptismal regeneration. But those who assume
that the death here connected with baptism in man's case is moral
death to depravity, must, as the legitimate consequence of such an
assamption, admit that in that case these verses do teach baptismal
regeneration, i. e. fegeneration by a ceremony performed by a fellow
man. And with this must be admitted the necessity for human
raediators, and all the rest of Popery which follows in the train of
this admission,

P
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mediators, and all the rest of Popery which follows in the train of
this admission.

But for the reason assigned, death cannot here mean spiritual death
to depravity.  The term ‘death as applied in these verses to Jesus
himself, was obviously intended to apply to his bodily death in a
special point of view to be noticed presently. This bodily death he
actually died.  And, as in the text, this death was followed by a
burial, and this burial by a resurrection.  So plain are these allu-
sions that it is commonly and rightly supposed that the term death,
as applied to Christ himself, has reference to the death of his body.
But even in this respect, Christ died in two senses distinet from
cach other.  And unhappily the common opinion associates with
the term death, in this instance, the wrong one of these two senses;
and the error has led to many others.

We must explain,  We have said that Christ died in two senses.
He died as an atoning sacrifice. Me died also as a martyred
% Apostle of our confession” Man with wicked hands crucified
and slew him, and thus made hia a martyred prophet. It was all
that man could do. It pleased the Lord to wound him for our trans-
gressions, and thus to slay him as an atoning lamb. Now to his
death in these two senses the two sacraments severally refer. His
death as an atonement is vastly the most important, is the all impor-
tant, the matchlessly glorious sense in which he died; and to com-
memorate this the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was specially
appointed. But in strange forgetfulness of this fact, interpreters
make the sacrament of baptism too, refer to his death as an atone-
ment, and thus unwarrantably confound the two sacraments, by
making them relate to onc and the same aspect of his death. That
the Apostle, however, does not here connect baptism with this
aspect of his death, is cvident from what “e says about “the like-
ness of his death.” His deuth, as an atoncment, is a likeness to
which his followers could not be couformed. With the making of
the great atonement, or of any thing like it, nan has nothing to do
cither in death or life.  To Christ, and to Christ alone, was this
worlk assigned.  And he by himself alone, and by one sacrifice once
offered, made a perfect oblation for the sin of the whole world. And
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper which commemorates this does
not represent the act of making an atonement, but the atonement as
already made and finished—mnot the blood as now shedding, but as
already shed for the remission of sins. To believe in and comme-
morate that finished atonement, and not to imitate it, is the
work of man.
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But, as we said, Jesus died as a martyred prophet also; and man
may be conformed to the image of the death of Jesus in this respect.
Ilis fullowers may lawfully dic in the likeness of his death as o
martyr; and the sacraments will be kept distinct when we make
baptism refer to Christ's death in this view., Besides to commemo-
rate the impurtant fact that the Divine Apostle of our confession
sealed his testimony with his martyred blood, would be an office
worthy of a sacrament; and the sacrament of baptism was in fact
appointed as a perpetual commemoration of this fuct as one of the
highest proofs of the divine authenticity of the christian religion.
He had also, as we shall sec presently, another design worthy of
being associated with a christian sacrament. That the death of
Christ liere spoken of is his death as a martyr, will be farther appa-
rent when we have taken up the rest of the phrase, ““baptism into
death,” Have we any historical account of his baptism into death?
Yes, a very minute one.  When and where did it take place 2 This
is a very proper question, because Christ had more than one baptism.
You will remember that about three years and a half after his bap-
tism by John, lie said in the presence of an innumerable multitude
of people, “I have a baptism to be baptised with; and how am I
straitened till it be accomplished,” Lu. 12, 50. In which of these
two baptisms was he baptised into death? Was it in Johu's bap-
tism ? Certainly not. John neither suffocated him Ly pouring nor
drowned him by immersion. dJohn’s baptism did not produce the
death that was fullowed by a burial and a resurrection by the glory
of the Father. And it did not produce nor symbolize in him a moral
death cither, for Christ never died such a death at any time.

What then about the other baptism? Where and when did it take
place? The Apostle, while speaking of the baptism of which he was
thinking, alludes in the Ist verse to the crucifixion of Christ,thereby
making it apparent that his thoughts were directed to the hill of Calvary,
and not toe the plains of Jordan. And it is observable also that it was in
the last week of Christ’s public ministry, and only a day or two before his
crucifixion, that he alluded to the baptism that he had yet to be baptised
with.  Our cyes then are plinly pointed to Calvary, and there the bap-
tism was in fact performed ¢o the very letter.  See, they drive those strong
spikes through his hands and feet into the aceursed tree. With struggling
cffort they lift high the cross to which he is transfixed, and with malig-
nant intent, let it drop suddenly into the deep post hole.  Andlo! from
his flesh thus pierced and torn, and tearing, as well as from the punctures
made by the crown of thorns on his head, blood pours in channels o'er
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element still pours down his agonized form, he dies. It is a * baptism
into death,” and one respecting which he may well feel straitened till it
was accomplished.

Thus the scene on Calvary answers minutely to the Apostle's statement
and allusions, and it is the only one in all the Saviour's history
which does so.

How was he baptised into death? The mode of that baptism into
death was unquestionably pouring. It was thus the blood, as the baptis-
mal element, was applied. On this point there is no room for controversy
or doubt.  As his burial was subsequent to his baptism into death, the
mode of his burial cannot for that reason determine the mode of his hap-
tism. And it cannot do so for another reason; he was buried not accord-
ing to the modern, but according to the Jewish form of burial. He was
buried by moving his body into a sepulchre through a doorway in the
perpendicular face of the rock—a mode of burial which is not in the like-
ness of any mode of baptism. -

Christ thus was literally and actually baptised into death as a martyred
prophet. The baptismal element was blood.  The mode was pouring,
-and the place where it was accomplished was Calvary.

‘We are now prepared to understznd what is meant by his followers
being baptised into his death.  Observe he speaks of persons being bap-
tised into Christ’s death, not into their own death ; so that while Christ’s
was an actual baptisin into death, the baptism of his followers is a figura-
tive or symbolic baptisn: into death.  Accordingly, while in his case the
baptismal element was blood, in our’s it is water, but the mode is the
same. The baptismal element is to be applied by pouring in order to
comracmorate his baptism into death.

But this symbolical baptism into death places his followers under obli-
gation to submit to the death of actual martyrdom if' placed in similar
circumstances to their martyred head. It publicly binds us to imitate
Jesus before Pontius Pilate, and witness a good confession when asked a
reason of the hope that is in us, even by those who have the will and the
power to inflict martyrdom—even when opposed, as in his ease, hy the
highest civil and ceclesiastical anthorities of the land. In order at once
to commemorate our martyred Founder’s baptism, and to uphold faith-
fully the cause which he established, we are, by symbolical baptism into
death, placed under divine obligation to be martyrs rather than sinners or
backsliders in any form or degree; to be ever heroically resolved, no
matter what it may cost, or to what it may expose, to “serve God with-
out fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life.”
‘Or as the Apostle goes on to say, ¢ That like as Christ was raised from
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the dead, even so we also should walk in newness of life,”"—not fearing
them that can kill the body, beeause they cannot prevent its resurrection.
As they did not in Christ's case, so we are assured they cannot in
our’s cither.

We must not only be baptised. into his death, but be buried with him.
We may be threatened not merely with a martyr’s death, but with a
martyr's bunal,  “They made his grave with the wicked,” says the
prophet. True, their intention being overruled, he did not fill that grave,
for as the prophet adds, he was “with the rich in his death”; and
though persecutors kept dominion over his body, it was shielded by that
rich man’s tomb from further indignity. But no such interposition may
prevent us from being treated in our burial as in our death, with mingled
contempt and malice; yet we must go on unmoved by the prospect of
that additional contempt.

The interpretation now given falls in with the Apostle's previous ques-
tion, and preserves and exhibits the force of his reasoning, To say, how
shall we continue in sin seeing we have been publicly placed under divine
obligation to be martyrs rather than sinners, is to reason forcibly. Other
interpretations make him a less conclusive or a wholly inconclusive
reasoner. For instance, to represent him as saying, how shall we continue
in sin seeing we have been baptised by immersion, is to represent him as
making use of an evidently inconclusive argument.

The interpretation we have given falls in with the succeeding contest
also, as we may briefly indicate.

Verse 5, “ If we have been planted together in the likeness of his
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.”  Christ and
his followers are here compared to fellow plants, Christ’s body was planted
when the tree to which it was fastened was put into the earth, and lo!
as in three days his body blooms into a resurrection body. And his people
are here represented as planted in the likeness of bis death, as fastened,.
like him, to a martyrs stake, and in that position receiving, like him, their
baptism into death. And as fellow plants have fellow fruits, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrectior. But every man in his own order,.
Christ the first fruits, afterwards they that are Christ's. Hence though
Christ has been both planted and raised, our body, though planted, bas
not yet been raised.  'We shall be raised however. We shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection, The resurrection of our body being yet
future, the Apostle properly speaks of it in the future tense. In only
one parable text, if we remember correctly, is this resurrection spoken of
in the present tense, and then merely to express vividly the realizing anti-
cipations of it by faith,  Col 2, 12, reads thus: “Buried with him in.
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cipations of it by faith.  Col. 2, 12, reads thus: “Buried with him in
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the
operation of God, who had rgised him from the dead.” Mark, he does
not say that that operation of God “raised us,” no, but that it “raised
bim,” his dead and buried body. Only that operation could give us
resurrcction bodies, and as it has not yet done so, we, as yet, “arcrisen”
only “with him” as our forerunner, and only “ by faith in the operation
of God, that raised him,” and which we confidently belicve will raise us
in due time.

We shall glance at one verse more, v. 6, “ Knowing this that our old
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
‘henceforth we should not serve sin.”  As it was the body of Christ that
was crucified, so it is our body that is erucified with him. As the body
in its best state is frail and fecble, compared with the soul, and is left
unrenewed at the time that the soul is regenerated, it is very properly
called the old man. And as it is through the feeble body ‘hat we are
exposed to the sufferings which persecuting powers inflict to make us run
- with them to the same excess of riot,” our old man must be crucified to
the world. 'We must daily bear our cross with a martyr’s grasp, and
‘thereby signify to the world that they can more casily make us martyrs
than sinners. That though they may succced by brute force in usurping
dominion over our body, they shall have none over our soul; that we will
never enslave the soul to spare the body; that we would prefer to be
« tortured, not accepting deliverance, that we might obtain a beiter resur-
rection.” The man that can suffer any thing rather than yicld to sin,
can destroy or can render useless, as the verb means, all the efforts to
enslave him made by the “body of sin,” by the whole collective mass of
sin. We fear suffering more than we desire pleasure, and hence the latter
cannot allure us, when the former cannot frighten us, to yield our members
unto sin as instruments of unrighteousness. He that is thus dead to sin
is freed from sin, from the whole body of sin ; and those who have a mar-
tyrs courage and fortitude arc the only ones that can properly main-
tain and perpetuate in an ungodly world, the unyiclding peculiar-
ities of doctrine, discipline, and practice connected with our holy Chris-
tianity.

We may, in a future number, call attention to a parallel passage which
teaches more explicitly the sentiments ahove presented, and also what
God pledges himself, by means of this ordinance, to do on behalf of his

+Church.
J. 8. Evans.
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ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.

That the thinking prineiple in man is of an immortal nature, was
belicved by the ancient Kgyptians, the Persians, the Phenecians, the
Seythiang, the Celts, by the wisest and most eelebrated characters among
the Grecks and Romans, and by almost every ancient nation and tribe
whose records have reached our times.  The notions indeed which many
of them entertained of the scenes of futurity were very obscure and jm-
perfect, but they all embraced the idea, that death is not the destruction
of the rational soul, but only its introduction to a new and unknown state
of existence. It is well known that Plato, Sccrates, and other Greek
philosophers held the doctrine of the soul’s immortality., The deseriptions
and allusions contained in the writings of the ancient Poets are a convine-
ing proof, that the notion of the soul's immortality was a universal opinion
in the times in which they wrote, and among the nations to whom their
writings were addressed; and as the nations of antiquity recognized the
doctrine of a future state of existence, so there is scarcely a nation or
tribe of mankind at present existing, however barbarous and untutored,
in which the same opinion does not prevail. To whatever cause this
universal belief of a future existence is to be traced, whether to a univer-
sal tradition derived from the first parents of the human race; to an
innate sentiment originally impressed on the soul of man; to a divine
revelation disseminated and handed down from one gengration to another,
or to the deductions of human reason; in every way it forms a strong pre-
sumption, and a powerful argument in favor of the position we are now
endeavoring to support. If it is to be traced back to the original progeni-
tors of mankind, it must be regarded as one of those truths which were
recognized by man in a state of inaocence, when his affections were pure,
and his anderstanding fortified against delusion and error. If it be a
sentiment which was originally impressed on the human soul by the hand
of its Creator, we do violence to the law of our nature when we disregard
its intimations, or attempt to resist the force of its evidence. If it ought
to be considered as originally derived from Levelation, then it is corrobo-
rative of the truth of the sacred records, in which life and immortality are
cleariy exhibited. And if it be regarded as likewise one of the deductions
of natural reason, we are left without excuse, if we attempt 1o obscure its
evidence, or to overlook the important consequences which it involves.
Again, as the consent of all nations has been generally considered 2s a
powerful argument for the existence of a Diety, so the universal belief of
mankind in the doctrine of a future state ought to be viewed as a strong
presumption that it is founded upon truth. The human mind is so con-
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stituted, that when left to its native unbiassed energics it necessarily infers
the existence of a Supreme Intelligence, from the existence of matter and
the cconomy of the material world; and from the nature of the human
faculties and the moral attributes of God, it is almost as infallibly led to
conclude that a future existence is necessary, in order to gratify the bound-
less desires of the human soul, and to vindicate the wisdomn and rectitude
of the Moral Governor of the world. We therefore say that these two
grand truths are so linked together that the doctrine of the immortality of
man may be considered as resting on the same foundation as the existence
of a Supreme Intellizence, and since they are interwoven with the theolvgical
creed of almost all nations, they then also in almost every instanee, where
the one is called in question the other is undermined or denied.

(Zo be continued.) C. FresmvAx.

Portlolic of Scelect Titerntnre.

UNITARIANISM A FAILURE.

Mr. Martineau, one of the most pruminent Unitarians of Enaland
makes the following confession: “! am constrained to s:wo, that
neither my intellectual preference nor my moral admiration soes
heartily with the Unitarian heroes, sccts, or productions of any ?urc.
Ebionites, Arians, Socinians, all seen: to me to contrast lmfavomﬁly
with their opponents, and to exhibit a type of thought and character
far less worthy, on the whole, of the true genius of Christianity. I
am conscious thai my deepest obligations, as a learner from others
are in almost every department to writers not of my own crecd. In
philosoply, I have had to unlearn most that T had imbibed from my
early text books and the authors in chief favor with them. In Bibli-
cal interpretation, I derived from Calvin and Whithy the help that
fails in COrell and Belsham. In devotional literatwre and religious
thought, I find nothing of our’s that does not pall before Augustine
Tauler and Pascal. And in the poetry of the Church, it is the Lat,h:
or German hymns, or the lines of Charles Wesley or of Keble, that
fasten on my memory and heart, and all else feel poor and cold. 1
cannot help this; and I can only say that I am sure that it is no
perversity; and I believe the preference is founded in reason and
in nature, and is already widely spread amongst ws. A murs
¢Church’ must be the home of whatever he most deeply loves
trusts, admires, and reveres—or whatever most divinely c:\'pl‘csse;:,
the essential of the Christian faith and life; and to be torn away
from the great company I have named, and transferred to the runks
which command a far fainter allegiance, is an unnatural, and, for
me, an inadmissible fate.” ’
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Nuarratibe Picces.

SAND STORMS.

¢ The Lord shall make the rain of thy
land powder and dust.—Deut. xxviii.
24.

Moses, in threatening that God would
thus scourge the children of Israel,
made use of a simile which must have
been strikingly forcible to a peeple who
had been forty years wanderers in the
desert. There sand storms are of not
unfrequent occurrence,and consist liter-
ally of a terrible shower of **powder and
dust,” so fine as to penetrate even the
pores of the skin. Those who have
never travelled through ‘that great
and terrible wilderness, wherein were
fiery serpentsand scorpions,and drought
where there was no water” (Deut. viii.
15), can form no conception of the hor-
rors and sufferings of that scene of deso-
lation.

The terrible phenomenon of a sand
storm is well desc:ibed by Addison in
the following lines, which he puts into
the mouth of Syphax, a Numidian
prince : —

tSo where our wide Numidian states
extend,

Sudden the impetuous hurricanes de-
scend,

Wheel through the air, in circling ed-
dies play,

Tear up the sands, and sweep whole
plains away.

The helpless traveller, with wild sur-
prise

Sees the dry desert all around him rise,

And, smothered in the dusty whirlwind,
dies.”

The writer was, a few years ago,
travelling from Cairo tv Gaza, by what
is called the long desert route, whea it
fell to his lot to experience une of those
terrible sand storms which are as sud-
den as they are violent, and too often
fatal in their resalts.  Day after day,
week after week, the same monotonous
glare and insufferable heat oppressed
the wearied traveller,whilst the rocking
to and fro of our ¢ desert ships,” the
camels, became every hour more insup-
por able.  Notwiths*anding every ma-
dern coutrivance —double and trebly
lined umbre 1ag, white felt hats, well
encircled with linen; coloured glasses

to protect the eyes from the intense
glare and refraction—still would the
sun’s fierce rays pierce through all from
above, and the stifling vapour rise from
the baked and groaning earth till the
head grew dizzy and sick. The parched
tongue, tvo, clave to the roof of the
mouth, despite frequent small draughts
from the leather water-bottle appended
to our saddles; the contents of which,
however well covered over with rugs
and blankets, were always more than
lukewarm. Far as the eye could see,
there was nought but the same desola-~
tion ; endless plains of sand and stones,
stretching ont beside biarren mountains
and rocks, under an atmosphere of heat
dimming the horizon all round,

More than once the deceitful mirage
rose before us, as though to aggravate
our sufferings. Now and then we passed
by sorrowful mementos of suffering and
woe—skeletons of human beings, as well
as of camels and horses. Overcome by
fatigue, privation, or sickness, ¢ hungry
and thirsty, their soul faiated in them,”
(Psa. cvii. 5,) and none may conceive
the anguish of their last hours. So
surely as we came upon these. though
the fierce desert sun had bleached the
bones almost to dry lime, so surely were
those eagle-cyed birds, vultures, hover-
ing around. No sooner is an animal
stricken down than these birds of prey,
though not visible a few minutes before,
swoop down with keen eye and keener
scent, to feast on the sacrifice that the
desert offers them. They hasten ¢ as
the cagle that hasteth to her prey.”
(Jobix. 28.) “And where the slain
are, there is she.” (Job xxxix. 30.) Our
Saviour alludesto this circumstance, in
a striking allegory relative to the Ro-
mans and Jews, when he says: “For
wheresoever the carcass is, there will
the eagles be gathered wogetner.” (Matt.
xxiv. 28).

We were only within a day’s journey
of the confines of the desert, and w .2¢
congratulating ourselves on having so
far, with God's blessing, escaped the
many terrible perils of that “howling
wilderness,” when suddenly there arose
behind us a heavy cmbankment of
clouds, which looked like an approach-
ing shower-squall, than which nothing
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could have been more welcome at that
moment. The camels, however, and
the camel-drivers were thrown into the
greatest state of excitement and alarm.
In a minute, everybody had descended
from his seat, and the sagacious ani-
mals, well aware of what was rapidly
approaching, knelt down with their
backs to the threatening quarter, and
thrust their noses and mouthsas deeply
as they could into the sand. Camel-
drivers and travellers prostrated them-
selves in the same direction, and as
much as possible under the lee and pro-
tection of the camels, every man enve-
loped in cloaks or blankets, covering
over head and all.  There had been no
time to lose  The terrible sand-storm
burst upon us in all its fury, and who
can describe the suflocating atmos-
phere, the intense and breathless anxiety
of those minutes whilst it swept past?
The sun was entirely obscured, a thick
impenetrable aunosphere enveloped all,
even after the whirlwind had passed
away. Notwithstanding all our precaun-
tions, so fine was the terrible shower of
dust that it penetrated under our cloaks,
and caused most excruciating pains
about our ears and up our nostrils—a
burning irritation, as though they were
in a violent state of inflammation. llad
the duration of this desert tornado been
prolonged, we must all have succumbed;
but even with its cessation the danger
had not ceased, for sometimes the fine
sand has been drifted into such heaps,
that when these storms arise they com-
pletely obliterate the track through the
desert, so that amidst the sea of waving
sand that a few minuntes has sufliced to
spread around, the travellers and their
camels are like dismasted vessels in an
unknown ocean, without compass or
rudder.

On such disastrous occasions whole
caravans have been known to perish,
though under the guidance of men who
had traversed the same desert for many
long vears. The Arab who conducted
Mr. Bruce (the Abyssinian traveller)
through the deserts of Senaar, pointed
out to him a spot among some sandy
hillocks, where the ground scemed to
be more clevated than the rest, where
one of the largest caravans which ever
came out of Egypt was covered with
sand, to the nuwber of several thousand
camels. The only casually which our
party sustained was a poor horse, which,
not possessing the instinct of the camel
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as regards sand-storms, perished from
suffocution, and was soon after hovered
over by scores of vultures. For our-
selves we might thankfully exclaim,
¢ Thon hast known us ‘in the wilder-
ness, in the land of great droughs,’ and
through thy mercy we are spared.”

A few days afterwards our party
reached Gaza in safety; the troubles
and fatigues of the desert journey were
at an cnd, and the caravan breaking up,
each one went on his own way. Alas!
to many it might be chaiged, as to the
unthankful children of Israel, “Neither
said they, where is the Lord that
brought us up outof the land of Egypt,
that led us through the wilderness,
through a land of deserts and of pits,
through a land of drought, and of the
shadow of death :” so thankless and for-
getful are we all apt to be of the mercy
that encompasseth us in our journey
through life.

TIIE ONE OPPORTUNITY:
OR, HOW TO SPEAK A WORD IN SEASON.

In a recently published book, “Ilaste
to the Rescue,” is one chapter—1that on
influence — with which I bave been
greatly struck. It contains a simple
narrative of a railway journcy, in which
the author sat beside a working man,
as they were hurried from one stittion to
another. The time was short, the lady
and the labourer unknown to each other,
and they might never meet again. Now
was the opportunity to speak a word
about Jesus.  Lifting up her heart in
prayer that wisdom might Le given her
1o win a soul, she addressed her neigh-
bour, and in simple language explained
to him the plan of salvation. The man
listencd attentively, and exclaimed :—
1 wish, madam, we had got you er
some other kind lady hereabouts to tatk
a bit to us; there's nobody cares for us,
except for the work they get out of us?

Reader, pause for & moment. Iave
you never had 2 man or woman in your
service whose soul no wan hath cared
for? 1If so, then resolve that, hy the
grace of God, thisshall beso nolonger.
Adopt the words of the Psalmist, and
say, ¢ Uphold me with thy free Spirit;
then will I teach transgressors thy ways,
and sinners shall be converted unto
thee”

But to return. This man was not
satisfied with only hearing ; he received
the message joyfully. Listen to his



NARRATIVE PIECES.

words (and, if you are & stranger to the
Lord Jesus, [ beseech you to follow his
example): ** Oh, ma’am, nobody ever
spoke like this to me before. I will
come to him, indeed I will, this very
day. God cver bless you for talking
like this to me.”

They had now arrived at the station
where the labourer was to get out, and
with a hearty grasp of the hand they
parted. Surely this meeting has been
noted in the records of heaven. It may
be that Jesus has seen of the travail of
his soul, and been satisfied in the salva-
tion of this poor lost soul ; and angels
“have rejoiced as they carried the tidings
to the great white throne, * Behold, he
prayeth P

Does not this story spenk loudly to
each one who reads it?  Which of us
can say, in the sight of God, I have
always spoken & word in scason, and,
like my Master, have “sown beside all
waters”?  Alas! not many. But it
was the happiness of one, the Reverend
Richard Knill, that he rarely had to
confess, ‘I have lost an opportunity.”
Whether it were the servant girl that
waited on him in the house of a friend,
his host or hostess themselves, or his
fellow traveller in a railway carriage,
or a porter at an inn, or a person met
casually on the road, or a sailor on the
beach, he had a tract or & word, gener-
ally an apt word, for cach. In each one
he saw an immortal buing on its passage
to cternity, and to cach one he longed
to be the instrument of their conversion.
Oh,what multitudes would be converted
to God, and how changed would he the
face of society, if all ministers and all
Christians were thus sct up.on the work
of saving souls? Why should they not
be?  Brother, sister, in whose hand
this paper now is, to you I say in all
affection and earnestness, “ Go and do
thou likewise” And may I not add,
for the comfort and encouragement of
young and timid lelievers, that ¢ the
Lord despiscth not the day of small
things.” When Jesus was on carth, he
gave to a poor woman this high com-
mendation, “She hath done what she
could” Reader, cculd he say this of
you ?

THE CAPTAIN WIHO WOULD GO
WITHOUT A PILOT.

#Shall you anchor offf Point,
Captain 7" asked a passenger.
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“T mean to be in the dock with the
morning tide,” was the Captain's brief
reply.

¢ [ thought, perhaps, you would tele-
graph for a pilot,” returned the passen-
ger.

I amy own pilot, Sir;” and the
Captain whistled contemptuously.

“1e's in one of his daring humours,
and I'll bet anything you like that he
takes the narrow channel,” guietly re-
marked 2 sailor, as he passed to execute
some order.

tIs it dangerous?” asked the same
passenger uneasily.

“Yery, in a gale; and there's one
coming on, or I'm no sailor,” replicd the
man: €but if any man can do it, it's
himself. Only he might boast once too
often, you know.”

Evening came, and the gale was be-
coming what the sailors call * pretty
stiff;” when the mate touched my arm,
arousing me from a pleasant reverie, in
which smiling welcome home held &
prominent place.

“We are going in by the narrow
channel, Sir,” said he; “and, with the
wind increasing, we may be dashed to
pieces on the sandbank. It is foolhardi-
uess, to say the least Cannot you
passengers compel him to take the safer
course ?”

I felt alarmed, and hastily communi-
cated with two or three gentlemen ; and,
procecding together to the Captain, we
resped tfully urged our wishes, and pro-
mised to represent any delay cansed by
the alteration of his course, as a con-
descencion to our anxious apprehen-
sions. But, as I awnticipated, he was
immovable.

“We shall be in dock to-morrow
morning, gentlemen,” said he : ¢ there
is no d.nger whatever. Go to sleep as
usual, and I'll engage to wake you with
a land-salute.”

Then he laughed at our cowardice,
took offence at our presumption, and
finally swore that he would do as heo
chose ; that his life was as valuable as
ours, and he would not be dictated to
by a sct of cowardly landsmen

We retired, but not to rest; and in
halfan hour the mate again approached,
saying, ¥ Weare in for it now; and if
the gale increases, we shall have work
to do that we did not expect.”

Night advanccd, cold and cheerless.
The few who were apprehensive of
danger remained on deck, holding ou by
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the ropes, to keep ourselves from being
washed overboard. The Captain came
up equipped for night-duty, and bis
hoarse shout in the issue of commands
was with difficulty heard in the wild
confusion of the elements; but he stood
calm and self-possessed.sometimessneer-
ing at our folly, and apparently enjoy-
ing himself extremely, surrounded by
flapping sails, groaning timbers, and
the ceaseless roar of' wind and wave.—
We wished we were able to sympathize
in such amusement; but we supposed it
must be peculiar to himself, and endea-
voured to take courage from his fear-
less demeanour. But presently there
arose a cry of ¢ Breakers ahead I The
Captain flew to the wheel; the sails
were struck ; but the wind had the mas-
tery now, and the Captain found o will
that could defy his own.

¢ Boats make rcady ! was the next
hurried cry; but, as too often occursin
the moment of danger, the ropes and
chains were so entangled, that some de-
lay followed the attempt to lower them ;
and, in the meantime, we were hurrying
on to destruction. The passengers from
below came hurrying on the deck in
terror, amidst crashing masts aund en-
tangled rigging. Then came the thril-
ling shock which gave warning we had
touched the bank; and the next was the
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fatal plunge that struck the foreship
deep into the sand, and left us to be
shattered there, at the wild waves
pleasure.

It is necdless to dwell upon the ter-
rors of that fearful night. I was among
the few who contrived to manage the
only boat which survived ; and scarcely
had I landed with the morning light,
surrounded by bodies of the dead and
fragments of wreck borne in by the ri-
sing tide, ere I recognised the lifeless
body of our wilful, self-confident, pre-
sumptuous Captain.

He was like one of those who, on the
voyage of life,refuse counsel and despise
instruction ; who practically recognise
no will but their own; who are wise in
their own conceits, satisfied with their
own judgment, and trust in their own
hearts; and, if left to be filled with
their own ways, must make frightful
shipwreck just where they suppose them-
selves sure of port. And as the mis-
taken man was accompanied into eter-
nity by those whose lives he had endan-
gered and destroyed, so no man lives or
dies unto himse!f, but bears with him,
when all self-deception ends, the aggra-
vated guilt of others’ ruin, through the
influence of his evil precept and ex-
ample.

Rifevary [ebiey and Hecord,

Tie purveyors in the market of litera-
ture in these modern days, manifest
wonderful aptness and promptness in
providing food and luxuries for the
tastes end appetites created by stirring
events and the changes of the times.—
These changes are often so rapid that
the daily newspapers can scarcely keep
up the chronicle, while the monthlies
and quarterlies discuss more leisurcly
the great topics of the day. The pub-
lishers prompt authors, or authors
anticipate the wishes of publishers, and
the public are served to all they can
afford to buy. Japan is no sooner

opened in a measure to British and
American civilization, than goodly
volumes appear on the history and
characteristics of the long isolated Jap-
ancse. China awakens fresh interest
by her treachery and selfishness, and so
soon as plenipotentiaries proceed to
teach the Chinese lessons of humility
and houesty, the bookseller offers you
histories and mysterics of the Chinese
Empire. We do not disapprove of this,
because in trutk we need to know, and
from these sources we learn how much
has yet to be done, before the world is
brought under subjection to Christ.

i
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The sad rebellion in India originated
enquiries respecting ihe inhabitants of
that country, which have been variously
and usefully answered, and the massa-
cres in Syria bave brought forth alarge
amount of valuable information in
reference to the blood-thirsty tendency
of Mohammedan rule. Italy is passing
through unexpected revolutions, and
many more beside our estimable authors
have furnished volumes of reading both
painful and pleasant. Personal narra-
tives of sad experiences might be lonk-
ed for, and already we have announced
s Narrative of Ten Years’ Imprisonment
in the Dungeons of Naples, by Antonio
Nicolo, a Political Exile” Such books
however, will only be confirmatory of
the thousand facts long since known to
the British Government and people.
Canada is not without its attractions
and literary interest; the Prince of
Waleg' visit has rendered it necessary
to meet the demand for information con-
cerning British America, and therefore
Messrs. Bradbury and Evans have in
the press & work by Mr N. A. Woods,
the special correspondent of the Times,
who accempanied the Prince on his
North American tour. We sincerely
hope Mr. Woods will be advised to
omit many passages which appeared in
the Times, as they savoured strongly of
vanity and prejudice. A recent work
on Capada is highly commended in the
London Review, (Weekly, edited by
Charles Mackay). It is entitled *Tra-
vels in C"anada and through the Urited
States of New York and Pennsylvaaia,
by J. @. Kohl” Mr, Kohl is 2 German
of good repute as an author, and his
#Canada”™ is translated by an accom-
plished German scholar, Mrs Perey
Sinnette.  Canadians may probably
learn something of themselves and their
country by the study of these books of
travel.

Among the books of great interesy
recently published by Richard Bentley,
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is one by Walter Farquhar Hook,D. D,
Dean of Chichester, entitled ¢ Lives of
the Archbishops of Canterbury,” vol. I,
Anglo Saxon period. It is said to
contain a large amount of historic detail
relating to an interesting period of En-
glish History, including the first mis-
sionary efforts made for the evangeliza~
tion of the British isles. The facts,
however, are one thing, and Dr. Hook's
ecclesiastical opinions are another, and
the reader should care'nlly discriminate
between the two, lest he be led inta
serious error respecting the claims of
the Episcopacy.

Mr. John Snow, the Paternoster Row
publisher has issued a really interesting
volume, bearing this title, *XNineteen
Years in Polynesia; Missionary Life,
Travels, and Researches in the Islands
of the Pacific, by the Rev. Geo. Turner,
of the London Missionary Society.”
From what we have seen of its con-
tents, we should judge it eminently cal
cuiated to awaken a missionary spirit
and promote that Christian liberality
and zeal which are necessary for the
salvation of the whole heathen world. _

Two very interesting beoks have just
been issued by Ticknor and Fields of
Boston, both got up in their best style.
One is cspecially designed to gratify
the young folks; *Bruin: The Great
Bear Hunt,” by Captain Mayne Reid,
author of the Boy Iunter, &c., 1 vol.,
18 mo., pp. 372. It contains a great
deal of information, as well a3 much
that is amusing and cxciting. The
other volume js adapted to old or
young, entitled “Reminiscences of Scot-
tish Life and Character,” by E. B,
Ramsay, Dean of Edinburg, 1 vol,, 18
mo., pp. 297. National idiosyncracics
and personal cccentricities are charac-
teristically portrayed by the notable
Dean Ramsey.

We have mentioned above the excel-
lent work on Polynesian Missions by
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Mr. Turner, of the London Missionary
Socicty. We have much pleasure now
In bringing under the notice of our
readers, a mostinteresting and valuable
missionary volume, by two Missionaries
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society.
Liiji and the Fijiuns, by Thos. Willinms
and James Calvert, late missionaries in
Fiji. DLdited by Geo. Stringer Rowe
This is all the information we have on
the title page, except that the book
bears the imprint of Appleton & Co,
New York, and is a reprint of the En-
glish edition, to which we may add
here, that the book had heen placed in
our hands by Dr. Green, our vigilant
Book Steward, who has very wisely
sclected this as a part of his present
stock of literature. ¢ Tiji and the Fi-
jians” is divided into two parts. The
first treats of the Islands and their
inhabitants, by Mr. Williams, who
resided there as a missionary thirieen
years. The discovery, geographical
position, number and physical charac-
teristics of these distant islands are
beautifully described. The manners
and customs of the inhabitants, their
religious notions and habits are care-
fully drawn, and we have also a2 very
clear statement of their languages and
literature. But few people anywhere
have been discovered more thoroughly
depraved, more sanguinary and wretch-
ed. The facts in this part of the volume
are many of them most shocking and
revolting, and we suppose a cold-heart-
ed philosophy would have left them in
the condition described. Mostassuredly
there is no cffectnal remedy for such
sin and misery as were found among
the Fijians, but that which the Gospel
provides. Tucning, therefore, to the
sccond part of this book we have the
most glorious cvidence of what the
Gospel can and does effect.  This part
in its main facts has been supplied by
the Rev. James Calvert, who laboured
in Fiji for seventeen years  And what
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a change has been wrought within
these twenty-five years!  Although
there is a large amount of information
before us, full details are not and could
not be given  The history of mission-
ary suffering, privation and toil can
never be written, it is in the registry
of God,—the record before the throne.
But it is necessary, perhaps, for the
encouragement of other workers in yet
unbroken fields, that we should know
in part what has been done for the
salvation of the heathen, and how
godly men have worn themselves out
for the accomplishment of the greatest
work in which God can employ Ilis
servants. ¢ Throughout a great part
of Fiji, cannabalism has become en-
tirely extinct. Polygamy, in important
districts, is fast passing away, and
infanticide in the same proportion is
fast diminishing. Arbitrary and des-
potic violence, on the part of rulers,
is yielding to the control of justice and
equity. Human life is no longer reck-
oned cheap, and the avenger of blood
conmes not now as a stealthy assassin, or
backed by savage warriors, but invested
with the solemn dignity of established
law, founded on the word of God.”
There is much work yet to be done, but
nothing is too hard for God and the
Gospel.  The Wesleyan Mission will
continue to. be re-enforced, and the
whole of the islands, won for Christ,
shall remain enfranchised, the glorious
trophies of redeeming love. We most
cheerfully commend this large octavo
of 551 pages to all the friends of Chris-
tian missions.

Of personal biography connected
with the missions in Fiji, we have
before us an 18 mo., pp 281, having
this title page, ‘A Missionary among
Cannibals; or the Lifc of John Hunt
who was c¢minently successful in con-
verting the people of Fiji from Canni-
balism to Christianity. By George
Stringer Rowe.” Yew York : publish-



LITERARY REVIEW AND RECORD,

ed by Carlton & Porter. (Anson
Green, Toronto.) Who among Wes-
leyans has not heard of John Hunt, the
Lincolnshire plough-boy ? Brought to
God under the ministry of the great
John Smith, he soon gave evidence of
possessing & strong mind and large
heart. Originally without culture, he
by the grace of God, thirsted for know-
ledge and showed great aptitude for
its attainment. e was baptized with
the Holy Glost and fitted for his great
work. llow he entered on that work,
suffered in it, persevered and conquered,
how he fell in harness pleading for Fiji,
can be learned in a measure by the
perusal of this delightful work. John
Hunt lives yet in his bright example—
Fijian translations of the Scriptures,
and in thousands of Fijian hearts. He
was a holy man, o defender of the Wes-
leyan doctrine of Christian perfection,
which heillustrated in a series of letters
which have been published since his
death. We do earnestly wish that this
life of John Hunt may find its way into
every Wesleyan family in Canada.

How few there are in this world of
suffering who have escaped all the
forms of sickness and woe to which
flesh and blood is heir! And there are
but few works really adapted to a state
of sickness, The Book Steward has
provided one, now btefore us, which
could not be read or heard by the sick
or sorrowing of God’s children without
great spiritual profit. ¢¢ Sicicness, its
trials and blessings,” first American,
from the fifth London edition, is 2 12mo
of 490 pages. It was written by a suf-
ferer, dedicated to the suffesing; and,
although based on the Church of Ln-
¢land service for the visitation of the
sick, it will be found on the whole
energetically sound and spiritually use-
ful. A chapter on * The difficultics of
prayer in sickness and in weakness”
precedes about sixty forms of prayer,

191

for those who nced them in sicknese
and approaching death. They do not
add to the value of the volume in our
estimation, yet they may be necessary
in sume cases, and we would not argue
against such helps to humility and de-
votion. God has many children who,
although not naturally weak or lame,
are tanght to get to heaven on crutches.

The great Scottish geologist has fur-
nished many profounder and more phi-
losophical works than ¢ Scenes and Le~
gendsin the North of Scotland,” for the
instructionand entertainment of readers
and thinkers, but searcely any one of his
various works will be read with morc
delight by the common people, so cal-
led, than this one just named. Indeed
we may say that Hugh Miller is in thie
volume peculiarly captivating, and we
could almost blame him for trying to
persuade us that he hag portrayed # ob-
solete practices” and ¢ exploded he-
liefs.” There are some old Scottish
people still living who are scarcely
willing to think that these recorded
¢ peliefs” of the past ave * obsolete,”
and who almost kope that the wonders
of past times will not be let die. Be
that as it may, IHugh Miller’s “Scenes
and Legends” wiil live, and may be had
of our Book Steward.

Science, in ahmost all its branches,
has made most wonderful advancements
within the past few years. Astronomy,
if it rest not on any new principles,
has nevertheless been amazingly sim-
plified and made familiar and intelligi-
ble even to the unscientific. Contribut-
ing to this end is the work now before us
entitled “Popular Astronomy,;’a eoncise
FlementaryTreatise on the Sun,Planets,
Satellites, and Comets, by O. M. Mitchel,
LL.D, Dircctor of the Cincinnati and
Dudley Obscrvatories. It is published
by Pbinney, Blakeman and Mason,
New York, and is for sale at the Wes~
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leyan Book Room, Toronto. Tle nu-
thor's method of treating the subject
is new ; his style is clear, and although
he evinces a thorough and scientific
acquaintance with astronomical phe-
nomena, he 8o presents the results of
experiment that his work is properly
designated ¢ Popular Astronomy.” It
will be found an excellent class book
for schools and colleges.

To those who are acquainted with
the richness and strength of the old
puritan divines, it must often be & mat-
ter of great regret that so few have ac-
cess to their voluminous and admirable
writings. Their scarcity enhancing
the price, places them beyond the reach
of most, especially of those who would
be very likely to profit by them, and
thereby conferring benefit on others,
we mean of course the great body of
the Christian Ministry. Within a few
years past much has heer done to
remedy the defect and remove the
scarcity, by the republication of some
of the most valuable and useful of the
works of the worthies of former days.
Tegg's edition of the Cripplegate “ Ex~
ercises” is an instance of this. T. and
T. Clark’s edition of Owen’s Works is
another, and we have modern editions
of ITowe and Gill and Leighton, em-
bracing in some case the whole, in
others only parts of their works.

1t affords us much pleasure to be able
to state that a proposition has been
made by Mr.J Nichol, of Edinburgh,
which we are persuaded will meet with
acceptance by a large body of Chris-
tian Ministers in this country, including
a goodly proportion of those constitut-
ing the Wesleyan Conference. It is
proposed by Mr. Nichol to republish
¢in a cheap and convenient form, the
Works of some of the more eminent
Puritan Divines.” Manton, Goodwin,
Adams, Bishop Reynolds, Sibbs, Brooks,
Clarkson, and Charnocit, are named
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among those to be issued. We happen
to possess the originai editions of some
of these giants in divinity, and cere
tainly it would be hard to induce us to
part with any book of that class. Our
conviction of the great importance of
Mr. Nichol's undertaking is decided and
strong, while the form and manner of
publication are also most excellent and
very convenient. Six volumes, demy
octavo, averaging from 500 to 600
pages each, bound in the most desirable
manner, and in o style which will ob-
viate the necessity of rebinding, will be
supplied for 21 shillings sterling per
annum, or 27 shillings currency. This
is in substance the proposal of the pub-
lisher, and it is obvious that unless he
secures & very extensive sale it will be
impossible to meet the very large out~
lay which such an undertaking requires.
Ministers of all denominations, and
many others should avail themselves
of this opportunity of procuring these
works of eminent men of God, who did
battle for the truth in times, many of
them, when it was rather hazardous to
“stand up for Jesus.” We shall pro-
bably be able to give further particu-
larsas a guide to those who wish to be-
comae subscribersto this series of stand-
ard divinity, We shall only add, that
the scheme of Mr. Nichol has reccived
the approbation of a large number of
the leading ministers of the Wesleyan
Conference in England. We quote the
following names, omitting titles: Wm.
Arthur, Alfred Barrett, John Bowers,
Wmn. M. Buntiag, Peter Duncan, John
Iannah, R. Spence Hardy, Elijah Hoole,
Thos. Jackson, Frederick J. Jobson,
George Osborn, Charles Prest, George
Scott, John Scott, Wm. L. Thornton,
F. A. West, Luke A. Wiseman, and we
have authority to add the name of John
McClintock, now of Paris, late of New
York. We trust many Canadian names
of Christian Ministers will soon bse
added to the list.
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Varicties.
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Tee Mamyvori Trers.—A Western
tlergyman who has recently visited
Californin, gives a detailed account of
the most noticeable of the 94 monster
trees found in the “Big Tree Grove”
in the Yosemite valley, the largest of
which are unquestionably more than
three thousand years old. The first
two, called the Guardsmen, arc very
straight and perfect, 300 feet high,
and 20 and 22 feet in diameter. The
three Graces, growing from the same
root, nearly 300 feet high, and toge-
ther measuring 92 feet in circumfer-
ence, ar¢ perfect and beautiful, their
lowest limbs being 200 fect from the
ground. Hcrcules, the largest perfect
standing trce, measures 29 yards in
circumference, and is computed to con-
tain 725,000 feet of lumber, or enough
to load & large clipper ship. The Hus-
band and Wife are 250 feet high and
60 each in circumference, and lean to-
wards cach other so that their tops
touch. The Family Group consists of
two very large trees with a family of
24 children. The Father blew down
many years ago, and its hollow trunk,
which would accommodate half a regi-
ment, lies embedded in the ground.
Its circumference was 110 feet, and its
height 450 feet, equal to the dome of
St. Peter's at Rome. The Mother still
stands 327 feet high and 91 in circum-
ference. The Horseback Ride is an
old hollow tree, fallen and broken in
two, through which the clergyman and
his wife rode on a good sized horse a
distance of 75 fvet. The stump of &
tree cut down in 1853, an account of
which we gave at the time, stands
seven fect high, measuring thirty feet
in diameter. A concert was given on
the top to about fifty persons, the per-
formers and audience occupying the
stump. If the reader would step off
thirty fect on the ground, and then
imagine the circumference, he would
get some conception of the size of this
tree. These trees, theugh of such im-
mense age, having begun their growth
when Solomon’s Temple was com-
menced, and being more than a thou-
sand years old when Christ was born,
where they have been unmolested by
man and unscathed by fire, scem sound
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and vigorous, their foliage being bright
and constantly grewing, and they may
live one or two thousand years more.
Another grove, containing 600 mon-
ster trees, has been discovered in Mari-
posa county, the largest of which mea-
sures 114 feet in circumference, The
circusnference of one of the trees 100
feet from the ground was 66 feet, and
it had a branch 18 feet in circumfer-
ence.

Poymprry’s Starue.—The special tra-
velling correspondent of the Christian
Watchmuan and Reflector in his closing
letter from Rome, thus speaks of a
memorable work of art :—

In one of the palaces, of which the
city is fully and which generally con-
tain more or less of art, I saw the
statue of Pompey, which is now almost
universally supposed to be the identi-
cal one at the base of which “ great
Cuesar fell” at the hands of Brutus and
his associate assassins. ¥or centuries
the existence of this statue was un-
known ; but subseqently it was disco-
vered, exhumed, and brought tc light.
It had only lost onc arm, which has
been restored. It is identified both
by its form and the place of its disco-
very, which corresponds with the
statements made in history as to the
Tocality in which it was last left. It
is unquestionably an antique, and is
worthy to have been that of the illus-
trious Pompey. It is most dignified
and noble in iis port, bearing the as-
pect of & god rather than a mortal.
Its right arm is extended as in com-
mand. It wasa fitting ornament of
the place it occupied, as it has a coun-
tenace and bearing realizing our
highest ideas of Roman valor and dig-
dity. My sensations were peculiar, as
I gazed at it, and thought of what it
had witnessed. To that noble form
the haughty Casar clung when picrced
by many wounds, and upon its base
the blood of false conspiracy flowed.
There are those that pretend that some
red stains upon one of the limbs of the
figure were made by the blood shed on
that occasion; but this is hardly credi-
ble, especially as the statue was buried
for many years. This glorious work.
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of ancient art narrowly escaped de-
struction during the bombardment of
the city by the French in 1849, I
hope this statue will be preserved to
the end of time. .

Mount Sinai—I have stood upon the
Alps in the middle of June, and looked
abroad upon the snowy empire ; I have
stood upon the Alpines, and looked
abrond upon the plain of beautiful,
eventful Italy; I have stood upon the
Albanian Mount, and-Beheld the scene
of ‘the Aniad from the Circean prom-
ontory, over the Campagno to the
Iiternal City, and mountains of Tivoli;
T have sat upon the pyramids of Egypt,
and cast my eyes over the sacred city
of Heliopolis, the land of Goshen, the
ficlds of Jewish bondage, and the
ancient Memphis, where Moses and
Aaron, on the part of God and his
people, contended with Pharaoh and
his scervants, the death of whose
“first-born of man and beast in one
night” filled the land with wailing.
But I have never set my foot on
any spot, from whence we see o
much stern, gloomy grandeur, height-
encd by the silence and solitude that
reigns around, but infinitely more
heightened by the awful and sacred
associations of the first great revela-
tion in form from God tojman. I
feel oppressed with the spirit that
breathes around and scems to inhabit
this holy place. I shall never sit
down on the summit of Sinai again
and look upon.the silent and empty
plains at its feet; but I shall go down
a better man, and aim so to live as to
escape the thunders which once rever-
berated through these mountains, but
have long since given way to the Gos-
pel of peace.~—~President Durbin.

Tue NartioNs withouT Fr.—Ac-
cording to DPliny, fire was for a
long time unknown te some of the
ancient Egyptians; and when Exodus
(the celebrated astronomer) showed it
to them, they were absolutely in rap-
ture. The Persians,Pheenicians,Greeks
and several other nations, acknowledge
that their ancesters were once without
the use of fire, und the Chinese profess
the same of their progenitors. Poni-
panius, Mola, Plutarch, and other an-
cient authors, speak of nations who,
at the time they wrote, knew not the
use of fire, or had just learned it.
Facts of the sam: kind are also at-
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tested by several modern nations. The
inhabitants of the Marian Islands,
which were discovered in 1551, had no
iden of fire. Never was astonishment
greater than theirs when they saw it
on the descent of Magellan, in one of
their istands. At first they believed
it was some kind of animal that fixed
to and fed orr wood. The inhabitants
of the Philippine and Cunary Islands
were formerly equally ignorant. Africa
prescnts, even in our own dsy some
nations in this deplorable state.

Protestaxt Missions.— The first
mission of the Protestants was that of
the Huguenots to Rio Janciro in 1556,
which was concerted by John Galvin
and Admiral Coligny, the noble leader
of the Hugucnots who was brutally
murdered at the massacre of St. Bar-
tholontew. Missionary ciforts were
also nrade by Swedish Christians in
Lapland ncar the end of the same cen-
tury ; by the Dutch early in the next
century ; by John Eliot, the apostle to
the Indians, and the Mayhews in Mas~
sachusetts in the same century; by
the King of Denmark in 1701, and by
the English Socicty for the propaga-
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts in
I705; by Sargent, Edwards, and Brain-
erd among the North American Indians
about the middle of the last century ;
by the Moravians in 1743 ; by the En-
glish Baptists in 1792 ; by the London
Society in 1795 ; by the Edinburg and
Glasgow Societies i 1796 ; and by the
Netherlands Socicty in 1'797.—Wesley-
an 1186 fo the West Indies.

Property of the Hudson's Bay Com~
pany—~—The capital employed by the
Coupany is £1,265,068 and congists of
stock standing in the names of the pro-
prietors ££00,000; valuation of the
company’s lands and buildings, exclu-
sive of Vancouver's Island and Oregon,
£318,884. Amount expended up to
September 16, 1856, in sending miners
and laborers to Vancouver’s 'sland, in
the coal mines and other objects of colo-
nization, exclusive of the trading estab-
lishments of the company, and which
amount will be repayable by the gov-
ernment if possession of the island is
resumed, £81,071. Amount invested in
Tort Victoria and other establishments
and posts in Vancouver's Island—this
amount is not exactly ascertained—esti-
mated at £75,000. Amount paid to the
Karl of Selkirk for Red River settle~
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ment £85111. Property and invest-
ments in the territory of Orgon, ceded
to the United States by the treaty of
1846, and which are secured to the com-
pany as possessory rights under the
treaty, $1,000,000—say £200,000. The
distribution of profits to the share-
holders for the years 1847 to 1856, both
inclusive, have been : 1847, 10 per cent;
1848, 10 per cent; 1849, 10 per cent;
1850, 20 per cent; of which 10 per cent
was added to stock; 1851, 10 per cent;
1852, 15 per cent, of which 5 per cent
wag added to siock; 1853, £18 4s. 6d.
per cent, of which £8 4. 6d was added
to stock; 1854, 10 per cent; 1855, 10
ver cent, and 1856, 10 per cent. The
price of stock ex-dividend was ;—July,
1847, £200, 1848, £200; 1849, £200;
1850, £210; 1851, £210; 1852, £215;
1853, £225; 1854, .£210; 1855, £2074;
1856, 200. Out of 268 proprictors in
July, 1866, 196 purchased their stock
at from 220 to 240 per cent.—ZLondon
Times.

Railroads.—The first railroad in the
United States was at Quincy, Mass,
about three miles long, connecting the
granite quarries with tidewater. The
Baltimore and Ohio, the first passenger
railroad, was opened for 15 miles in
1830, with horse power. The Mohawk
and Hudson, from Albany to Schenec-
tady, 16 miles, was opened with horse
power in 1831. The first locomotive
used in this country was on that road
in 1831. The whole amount of capital
and loans authorized to be invested in
railways in England, up to 1859, was
$1,963,413,775, which had all been
raised, and $1,439,001,040 expended
since 1828. There have been 9,266
miles of railway built in Great Britain
and Ireland.  The weekly average re-
ceipts from passengers and merchandise
were $2,450,000. The gross receipts
of the ecight railways terminating in
London are over a million of dollars a
week. Besides the money invested in
British railways, a great deal of stock
in raiiways all over the world is in Eng-
lish hands.

Victoria's first moment of Sovereignty.
—William the_Fourth expired abeut
widnight, at Windsor Castle. The
Archbishop of Canterbury, with other
high functionaries of the kingdom, was
in attendance. As soorn as the King
had breathed his last, the Archbishop
quitted Windsor and mzde kis way to
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Kensington Pulace, the residence of the
Princess Victoria, where he arrived be-
fore daylight, and announced himself,
requesting an immediate interview with
the Princess.  She hastily attired her-
self, and met the venerable prelate m
the ante-room. e informed her of the
demise of the crown, and did homage
to her as the sovereign of the nation —
She was, at eighteen, Queen of the only
realm, iz fact or history, on which the
sun never setg.  She was deeply agi-
tated. The first words she uttered were
these, “I ask your prayers in my behalf.?
They knelt down together, and the
young Sovercign inaugurated her reign
like a young king of Israel, by asking
from on high ‘an understanding heart
to judge so great & people, who conld
not be numbered, nor counted, for
multitude.”

Learned cnd Wealthy Africans.—~—Mr.
Bowen the returned African Missionary,
inalecture at New York, said that there
were several libraries and a number of
learned men in the heart of Africa.—
They know a great deal more about us
than we know about them. They ask-
ed, for instance, if the days of our
weeks were not named so-and-so; and
when answered affirmatively, replied
that they had found it so in their books,
The names of Abraham, David, Mari-
anna and Susannah are common in Cen-
tral Africa. Mr. Bowen saw men with
Roman noses, fincly formed hands and
feet, black skins and woolly heads.—
They were called the black-white men,
and were esteemeG the most learned
among the Africans. In Abeokuta there
is a market two miles long. Dresses
are sold there as high as sixty dollars
apiece. The lecturer knew an African
intimately, whose wealth was estimated
at more than two millions of dollars,
The women do not work in the fields in
the interior.  The language has more
abstract nouns than the English, which
shows that Africans know how %o think.

Coxsorarion ror THE Goury.—Syd-
enham observed, that gout killed ¢more
wise than fools.” Cullen said, that it
affected especially ‘men of large heads.
And to come to one of the most careful
observers of our own times, Dr. Watson
refers to the ¢ fact'that gout is ¢ pecu-
liarly incidental to men of cultivated
minds and intellectual distinction.’
Doubtless,the more sedentary habits of
men of cultivated minds, and the de-
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pressing effects of mental anxiety and
intellectual labour too ardently pursued,
tend to diminich bodily vigour ; but
this is not all. Among the present mem-
bers of the Houses of Parliament, those
who are known to be subject to gout
are among the most distinguished for
an ancestry rendered illustrious by
‘high thoughts and mnoble decds,’ for
their own keen intelligence, for the as-
sistance they have afforded 40 improve-
ments in art, science, and agriculture,
and for the manner in which they have
ed the spirit of the age, 1f it were pro-
per to mention names, I believe I could
prove this to be the case; and I never
‘met with a real case of gout, in other
<lasses of the community, in & person
not remarkable fur mental activity, un-
less the tendency to gout was clearly
inherited —Wells on Gout.

A Converted Pugilist Preaching.—
Mr. Richard Weaver, a Staffordshire
‘miner, formerly a noted pugilist, known
by the name of “Undaunted Dick,”
because he was never beaten, is now
preaching with great success at the
\Victoria Theatre, London.
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Tanorance.—Ignorance is often the
source of the most intrepid action, and
the most implicit faith—since there
are none so fearless as those who have
not light cnough to sce the danger,
and none so confident ns they who
have not sufficient knowledge to dis-
cern their own errors.

Population.~The average popula-
tion to a squarc mile in Europe is 93,
Asia, 60, Africa 22, America 5, in Aus-
tralin 1.” The greatest density is found
in single districts of Rhenish Prussia,
where the poulation to a square mile i8
700; in Belgium it is 535.

The Ohio Conference of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church hasissucdan an-
athema against tobacco users, and will
in future refuse to reccive any person
into full connexion who smokes ¢ the
obnoxious weed.”

W hat makes Heaven 7—A little boy
on being asked by his mother where
heaven was, replied, “It is where
God is” “Why do you think so?"
she asked ; “ Cause I shouldn’t think it
could be heaven where God is not.”

Christing Obserher of Public Shenis.
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“The attention of the Christian phi-
“fanthropist is directed at the present
time to many parts of the world, which
seem to present striking evidences of an
interposing and overruling Providence,
tending to the demolition of idolatry
and the overthrow of despotism. Great
-events, such as are now transpiring,
cannot happen by chance; and we are
authorized to anticipate as the result
of national humiliations and revolu-
-tions, the prevalence of religious truth
and human liberty. «China just now
claims the calm consideration and pray-
ers of the Christian world. Not now
‘for the first time, because long years
ago a deep feeling of desire and hope
was awakened in behalf of the millions
who dwell in the vast empire of Chiua.

The public discussions and governmen-
tal negotiations preceding the treaty of
1842, increased the national knowledge
of the self-conceited ¢ celestials,” and
it wag thought that the ignorant exclu-
siveness of Emperors and Mandaring
would be checked by some experience
of Britain’s power and policy. On the
5th of January 1840, an imperial edict
wag issued, directing all trade with
England to cease for ever. We cannot
here discuss the merits of the opium
question. In principle the Chinese gov-
ernment was right in attempting the
entire suppression of the traffic. But
there can be no doubt that subordinate
officers of the Chinese Government aid-
ed and abetted constantly in innumera-

-ble acts of smuggling, and this being
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known to the British authorities, it was
sure to provoke their resentment when
severities were dirceted agninst them,
instead of against the more guilty par-
ties. In June, 1840, an attempt was
made to burn the British Fleet by meaus
of fire rafts, and subsequently large re-
wards were offered for the destruction
of Englishmen or of any coloured men
in their employment,

Notwithstanding the edict requiring
the everlasting cessation of amity with
Englishmen, the great seal of England
was affixed to a treaty of peace and
commercial intercourse, on the 31st of
December, 1842, which the Emperor of
China had asseated to on the 8th of
September of that year. The ratifica-
tions were exchanged the following
July in 1843, and various benefits were
expected to accrue therefrom. That
these have been partially realized may
be safely alleged, for from that period
enlarged efforts have been made for the
evangelization of that country; the
British and Foreign Bible Socicty being
foremost in a landable enterprise to dit-
fuse the Holy Scriptures in various parts
of the mighty empire. Missionary So-
cieties, our own among the rest, sent
forth self-denying labourers who have
instrumentally effected much good ;
more than is yet publicly visible.

Faithlessness and treachery are promi-
nent characteristics of the Chinese.—
Treaties with foreigners are against the
first principles of their government, and
therefore they may be disregarded and
trampled on without any violation of
the moral sease of the people or politi-
cal notions of their rulers. The univer-
8al supremacy of the Emperor over the
whole world, and total indifference to
the rights of European civilization, are
the main roots of pastaggressions. The
treaty of 1842-3 was just so much waste
parchment and nothing more, and there
remained the old hostility only aggra-
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vated by the patience and submission
of foreigners. The treaty we have
referred to was violated. Into particu-
lars we cannot enter, but the British
flag was insulted—a French Missionary
was murdered, and various aggressions
were committed which called for the
interference of the British and French
authorities. Lord Elgin went forth
armed with full powers. Another treaty
is made, and in a very unexpectedly
short period we have fresh proof of
faithlessness and treachery. The blood
shed at Peiho must be avenged, and the
allies are again in China. The question
is to be solved; shall the European in-
truder enter Pekin, and not only nego-
tiate conditions of peace, but provide
for the enforcement of future treaties,
with the brother of the Sun? There is
no time for trifling Captain Brabazon
has been beheaded, and the Abbe de
Luc has fallen by the same process.
Other cruelties have been committed,
and treachery is rampant But now
comes the intelligence, the summer
palace of the Emperor is burned to the
ground ; temples and pagodas all de-
stroyed. The Chinese arc brought to
terms. Lord Elgin and Sir Hope Grant
enter Pckin, and the political wall of
partition, stronger than the ancient
wall of the empire, is broken down.
Great Britain will have her well sup-
ported plenipotentiary in the metropolis
of the Celestial Empire. This is obvi-
ously a necessity and will be enforced.

The issue of Lord Elgin’s second tri-
umph in China is of great political im-
portance, but we view it in the light of
Christian progress. Missionaries have
hitherto skirted the coasts of China ;
the interior has scarcely been touched.
But while engaged at the outposts a
great and glorious work hus been ace
complished. The whole Bible has been
translated. Thelanguage has been ac.-
quired. Fifty years ago only two or
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three could be found able to speak both
the English and Chinese. Now there
are great numbers, and many of these
are godly men, intimately acquainted
with the manners, customs and habits
of the people, and ready to unturl the
banuer of the Cross, pointing the per-
ishing multitudes to him whose names
are inscribed thereon, ¢ Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.” Intolerance of reli-
gious creeds is not a characteristic of
the Chinese Ewmpire. The great cry of
the masses will be, give us bread, and
they shall have the bread of life.—
Glimpses of light many have, we see it
flickering in the sentiments entertained
by the leaders in the national rebellion,
but: our only hope is in the faithful
proclamation of the great salvation.
We look for some provision ia future
treaties with China, which shall secure
the right of Christinn Missionarties freely
to declare the “unsearchable riches of
Christ.” ¢ Ior the vision is yet for an
appointed tine, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie; though it tarry,wait
for it; because it will surely come, it
will not tarry.”

The following testimony of a Sikh
soldier is sufficient evidence of the
cruelty of the Chinese, and what they
would do to Christian powers if they
were permitted.

#“\We were then put into tents six in
each ; Mr. Anderson told off the num-
ber to cach. This was about two
o'clock in the day. About half an
hour after our arrival, Mr. de Norman
was taken ont, under the pretence of
having his hands and face washed ;
he was immeodiately scized, thrown on.
the ground, and his hands and feet tied
together bhehind,  Mr. Auderson was
then taken out and tied in the same
manner; then Mr. Bowlby, and then
the Frenchmen, and then the Sowars,
After we had all been tied, they put
water on our bonds to tighten them.
They then lifted us up, and took us in-
1o g court-yard, where we remained in
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the open air for three days exposed to
the sun and ¢old. Mr. Anderson be-
came delirious the sceond duy from the
effects of the sun and the want of food
and water. We had nothing to eat all
that time. At last they gave us about
two square inches of bread and a little
water.  In the daytime the place was
left open, und hundreds of people came
to stare at us. ‘fhere were many men
of rank among the spectators. At
night a soldier was pliaced on guard
over cach of us. If we spoke a word
or asked for water, we were beaten and
stamped upon, They kicked us about
the head with theirboots.  1f we ask-
ed for something to cat, they crammed
dirt down our mouths. At the end of
the third day, irong were put jon our
necks, wiists, and ankles, and about
three o’clock on the fourth day we were
taken away in carts. I never saw Mr.
Anderson again.  In our two carts
there were cight of us,—viz., three
Frenchmen, four Sikhs, and myselil
One ¥Frenchman died on the road; he
was wounded with a sword-cut on the
head. We were then taken away to-
wards the hills. That night we stopped
at & house to cat and rest, and travelled
all the next day. We stopped again
at night, and late the next day arrived
at a walled town as big as Tien-tsin.
There was 2lso a large white fort out-
side the town, about two miles off.—
The place wassurrounded on threesides
by high hills. We were taken into the
juil inside the town. A Frenchman
dicd after he had been in the jail cight
or nine days, and Sowar Prem Singh
about three or four days after that.—
They both died Trom maggots cating
into their flesh, and from which morti-
fication cnsued.

The mandarin in charge of the jail
took off my irons about ten days ago.
The Chinese prisoners were very kind
to us, cleansed and washed our wounds,
and gave us what they had to eat.

Camp, Peking, Oct. 13, 1860.”

The Roman question is not yet set-
tled, but that it is approaching solution
none can doubt. His Holiness of Rome
is not likely to possess any temporal
authority in any nation much longer,
and will have no.more political author-
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ity in the “world than the Archbishop
of Canterbury. We see no probability
of bis retaining even spiritual authority
to'any great extent, meaning by that
the exclusive right to appoint ecclesias-
tical officers in all parts of the world.
It appears obvious that Louis Napoleon
will not tolerate the exercise of autho-
rity in France, by any person, prince
or potentate, who is not amenable to
bis own imperial will.

The very recent publication of a Pa-
risian pamphlet respecting the headship
of the Church in France, has caused no
little excitement, and various conjec-
tures respecting the designs of that
most wonderful Emperor. It is with
gond reason supposed that these pam-
phlets are not issued without his per-
mission and oversight. The pamphlet
which appeared in 1839, bearing the
name of M. About, was known to have
been revised by the Emperor himself,
and every cdition of it passed through
the hands of the Minister in Paris.
There can be but little doubt that the
new pamphlet has undergone a similar
revision, and is not published without
authority. We may therefore assure
ourselves that it is the intention of the
Emperor to constitite himself the Head
of the Church in France, and we may
expect the King of Italy tooccupy the
same position in his dominions.

We have for some time past looked
for hints touching the removal of the
bonds imposed by the Austrian Concor-
dat, and we are therefore not surprised
at the announcement that the humili-
ating instrument is to be abolished.
Then follows the Imperial idea of a
nation’s supremacy over all its own
internal affairs.

After all, there isnothing remarkable
in the proposition to establish the
Chiurch on an independent foundation.
There is even nothing new in the
scheme, It was indicated with due
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precision in the pamphlet of M. About,
in the summer of 1859, and that with
the Emperor's sanction: for although
that panmiphlet was prohibited after s
fashion, it was not furbidden to be cir-
culated, until after the Minister knew
that the whole edition was disposed of.

The closing paragraph of M. About's
pamphlet is as follows :—

“ Will the Pope and the Cardinals
easily resign themselves to the condition
of mere ministers of religion? Will
they willingly renounce their political
influence? WVill they in & single day
forget their habits of nlerfering in our
affairs, of arming Princes against one
another, and of discreetly stirring up
citizens against their rulers? [ much
doubt it.

“But on the other hand, Princes
will avail themselves of the lawful
right of self-defence. They will read
history, and they will there find that
really strong governments are those
which have kept rddigious authority in
their own hands; that the Senate of
Rome did not grant the Priests of Car-
thage liberty to preach in Italy ; that
the Queen of England and the Emperor
of Russiaare the heads of the Anglican
and Russian religions; and they will
see that by right the sovereign metropolis
of the churches of France should be in
Paris.”

It way therefore be snpposed that
the Emperor of France had already
been reading history, and he wasanxious
that other princes and peoples should
do the same, that they might be pre-
pared for further developments, leading
to & practical solution of the Rcman
Question. Theoretically, we do not
consider this scheme of ecclesiastical
independence scriptural in itself, or
just to the Charch, for in fact it is not
independence at all, and may becomo
the worst form of bondage, bat it ap-
pears preferable to exelusive Roman
rule, and may lead to other .changes,
which will terminate the tyrannies of
past ages and many countries.

Thus we may see the operation of a
Divine hand. Emperors think not se,
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neither i3 it in their heart to do any-
thing ag for Gud or for the advance-
ment of his glory. But Jehovah reigns,
and to ““ the Son he saith, thy throne O
God is for ever and ever, n sciptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of thy king-
dom” Christ only is the true lead of
the true Church.

THE UNIVERSITY QUESTION.

The ball is rolling, and it cannot
now be stopped. Public opinion, for
the most part, is in our fuvour, and in
favour of the rights of the community.
The watch-word in Canada is—no
monopoly—no favoured class—no aris-
tocracy. Let every man stand upon
his own real worth—and let every
church stand or fall according to it's
worth and usefulness. Every step to-
wards monopoly and fanaticism must
be opposed, and the public at large
share equally in the provision made by
the Government for the Educational
interests of the rising gencration. No
institution of learning in the country is
more worthy of public confidence, of
government support, than our prosper-
ous Victoria College. As substantially
in agreement with our own views, we
copy the following remarks from the
Montreal Gazctie:

“ We noticed in the early part of the
year the returns of the expenditure for
Superior cducation published in ad-
vance in the Journal of Educaiion.
We shall not, therefore have to discuss
that portion of the report of the Saper-
intendent before us, nor urge again at
length the great importance of & com-
pletere-organization of the College and
University system of the country.—
Time must, we believe, so commend the
necessity for reform to the attention of
our statesmen and legislators, that the
work will be done. In previous arti-
cles we pointed out the noxious influ-
ence cxerted both in Scotland and the
United States by the multiplication of
petty institutions having University
charters, The constant competition
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for students has tended to the lowering
of the standard for degrees, and the same
effect is already observable in Canada
gradually undermining the value of the
degrees granted. To be a graduate of
an American or Canadiap University 18
now a distinction of little value in the
world’s cye, (even as the Scotch de-
grees have been little cstcemgd,) but
with a high standard kept up, it would
soon become so, as our country pro-
gresses upward to the rank she is des-
tined to hold among the nations. The
government can only hope to keep the
standard up by limiting the recognition
and countenance to three central Uni-
versities; one English for Western
Canada; one English for Central Can-
ada; and one French for Eastern
Canada. To them and them only
should grants be made for University
Education, and only to Colleges which
affiliate with them should the collegi-
ate rank be given, or money for the
promotion of collegiate lcarning be
granted. Colleges founded in places
of convenient access for the inhabi-
tants of the various great districts
of the Province, should be granted
easy terms of affiliation and parii-
cipation in the government of the
grants. This is the basis of the new
Irish system—the best yet devised.
The Universities would prescribe the
curriculum for their affiliated Colleges,
subject to the approval of the Governor
in Council, or Council of Public In-
struction, and thus only can a properly
high standard for degrees be main-
tained, while colleges and halls of
teaching might be multiplied at all
places where men choose to provide
fitting endowments. Youths would be
thus kept near or at home, subjeet to
paternal supervision, or that of pastors
approved by the parents, and the ex-
pease of tuition kept down to the min-
imum. We hope the agitation already
begun in Western Canada by Victoria
and Queen's Colleges will result in
some such sensible arrangements. The
Colleges exist. It were idle, if not mis-
chicvous, to undertake toroot them-out,
or to rob them of the distinctive fea-
tures which those who have furnished
their private cndowmenis have given
to them.”



