REPORT

OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE BOARD OF TRADE

For TuE YEAR ENDING 31sT MARCH, 1865.
———-— —

Tue Council of the Board of Trade beg to submit the following Report :—

The first subject brought under the notice of the Council, on assuming office
in April last, was that of the complaints which had been made against the Inspec-
tors of Pot and Pearl Ashes, and it has occupied more or less of their attention
during the entire year.

Without entering into all the details, it is considered advisable to give here
a short summary of the course of proceeding, and to state the result arrived at.

On the 12th April, a draft of a Bill was submitted to the Council by a mem-
ber of the Board, having for its object certain changes in the mode of conducting
the inspection of Pot and Pearl Ashes, as well as the bestowal upon this Board
of greater control over the appointment of Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors.

A committee of three members of the Counci! was appointed to confer with
the gentleman referred to, who, on behalf of others engaged in the trade as well as
of himself, urged the proposed changes. After numerous meetings, this committee
reported to the Council on the 31st May, and submitted another draft of Bill, a
copy of which the Council caused to be sent to the Inspectors, who subsequently
intimated their desire for a conference with the Committee.

The subject being one of great importance, it was deemed advisable to bring
it before the quarterly meeting of the Board on 12th July; und at that meeting,
a committee of five gentlemen,—two of whom were not members of the Board, but
extensively engaged in the Ashes trade,—was appointed to co-operate with the
Council in endeavoring to arrive at a settlement of the whole question. All the
letters and documents bearing on the question were referred to this Committee,
who reported to the Council on 29th November to the following effect, namely :—

1. That many of the complaints made against the Inspectors are from the
largest consumers and dealers in Great Britain and from manufacturers in this
Province, who aver that the negligence complained of, if not speedily remedied,
will ultimately result in ruin to the Montreal brand.

2. That an examination of the system of Inspection pursued led the Commit-
tee to the conclusion that it might naturally produce the evils complained of ; the
attention of the Council being drawn to the fact that the contents of the barrels are
not turned out, that being in the opinion of the Committee necessary to efficient
inspection, and to ascertaining the exact tare.




3. That to ensure correctness in weighing, the Beam Seale should he used in-
stead of the Platform Scale, as at present.

4. That the Inspectors have not lately publicly disposed of the serapings and
crustings, for the benefit of the owners thereof’

The Committee submitted with their Report a Draft of a Bill which they be-
lieved would meet most if not all of the objections to the present system.

The Bill referred to was submitted by the Couneil to the Inspectors, who had
expressed a willingness to co-operate, for the purpose of receiving from them such
suggestions as in their opinion would tend to make the proposed measure more
complete and effective.

The Council think it right to remark that the proposed Bill contained some im-
portant alterationsin the law, especially in providing for the appointment of several
Inspectors, which appeared to the Council liable to grave objections.  Further, the
Council found cause to fear that the introduction into Parliament of this Bill would
lead to the proposal and probable carrying into effect of other changes in the
system of Inspection, especially in the reduction of the standards of strength of
Ashes, which might seriously injure the trade.

Consequently the Council adopted the following resolution :—

Resolved,—* That, with reference to the report of the Committee now sub-
“mitted, and also to the report of the Committee appointed by the Board of Trade,
“in July last, and the draft of Bill proposed by the latter,—the Council are of
“ opinion that, before applying for new legislation, which may result in causing more
‘“evils than it cures—it is desirable to endeavor to rectify the evils complained of,
“ by enforcing the existing law—and to this end appointing a Board of Examiners,
“und. i necessary, calling on the Inspectors to appoint one or more assistants
“ who shall be approved by the Examiners as the law requires.”

At the request of members of the Board, a special meeting was called for the
discussion of the subject, and at this meeting, one of the Ashes Inspection Com-
mittee distributed a printed document showing in parallel columns, certain pro-
visions of the existing Act and the amendments proposed thereto,

The following were, according to this statement, the chief amendments pro-
posed, viz :—

1. Instead of having the option of turning out the barrels or opening both ends
the Inspector hereafter to be required to turn out the total contents, either sepa-
rating different qualities, if' such were found, or branding the barrel the average
quality of its contents.

2. The empty barrel to be weighed and the actual tare deducted from the
gross weight.

3. The scrapings to be publicly sold once a year, and the owners credited
with the amount belonging to them.

4, The policy of Insurance to be made out in the name of the President of
the Board of Trade, in trust for the owners of the Ashes, instead of in the name
of the Inspectors, as at present.

5. The Inspectors to deliver any number of barrels out of a Bill when called
upon to do so.

6. Examination of complaints against the Inspectors to be vested in the Coun-
cil of the Board of Trade.
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7. Appointments to the office of Inspector to be made by the Board of Trade.
and to be open to public competition,

At the special general meeting above referred to the followine resolution was
passed, viz, :—

“That, in the opinion of this meeting, an Act should be obtained witl
*“respeet to the Inspection of Ashes which shall simply provide for the full anc
“complete control of the Board of Trade over the office, in a manner similar to
“the Flour Inspeetion Act; and the Council be requested to prepare and endeavor
“to secure the passing of such a Bill in the present session of Parliament.”

In accordance with which, the Council have prepared a Bill, which will be
submitted to the Legislature on the first day if' possible of the next session,
the late session having been suddenly terminated before the Draft was re: dy.

In the meantime, the Bil which the Board declined to adopt has, we learn,
been introduced into Parliament, at the instance of a member of the Ashes Inspec-
tion Committee.

A letter was addressed to the Chambers of Commerce of Liverpool and Glas-
gow, suggesting an alteration in the practice of the trade there in the matter of
tare, by deducting actual tare instead of 14 Ibs. per ewt., as at present.

The stock of Pot and Pear]l Ashes in charge of the Inspectors in this city 18
insured against fire to the extent of $200.000 by a floating policy issued by the
Royal Insurance office, that Company receiving monthly as premiums from the

Inspectors the whole of the sums charged for insurance in the inspection bills.,

OTTAWA AND HURON NAVIGATION PROJECT.

This subject was referred to a committee of the Council, who reported that,
in their opinion, the time had not arrived when the project could be entered upon
with the prospect of commercial success.  The Report of this commmittee is re-
corded in the minutes of the Council.

PORT "WARDEN.

[t is a matter of regret that the late esteemed Port Warden found it necessary
to resign his office, chiefly on the groand that the emoluments were not sufficient.
The office has been found so beneficial to the trade of this Port, that Merchants
intcrested in the shipping trade have expressed their willingness to pay extra fees
in order that the income of the office may be rendered such as to secure an
efficient man. A Bill with this object in view was prepared by the Examiners, but
the sudden prorogation of Parliament prevented its introduction during the recent
session. It is proposed to fund the fees and pay the Port Warden a fixed salary,

THE INSOLVENT ACT OF 18(4.

The Insolvency Actwent into operationon 1st September last. The time which
has since elapsed has been too short to enable the Couneil to form a decided opinion
as to its value and efficiency. It appears, however, that in Canada West, execu-
tions in Sheriffs’ hands previous to assignment or issue of writ of attachment, hold
priority to the assignment. A Bill to amend the existing Act in this and other
particulars has been introduced into the Legislature, by the Ilon. Mr. Abbott,




and will, probably, become law during next session. The Act devolved upon the
Counc?l the duty of appointing official assiences for the distriet of Montreal and
neighbonrhood. As the gentlemen thus appointed have been required to give
security to a considerable amount for the proper discharge of their duties, it is
hoped that they will be liberally supported by the mercantile community.

The increase in the trade of this port has shown the necessity of more sirin-
gent regulations with regard to warehouse receipts. There is reason to believe
that a Bill having reference to this subject will be introduced to the Legislature
during the next session,

A Bill providing for the appointment of a public Weicher, Measurer, and
Guager has recently become law. The new Council will doubtless take immediate
action in this matter.

A Bill providing for the licensing of Stevedores has also been passed.

The Pilotage Bill which was passed in the session of 1864 is working satis-
factorily.

A Bill for the incorporation of the Pilots for and above the Iarbor of

Quebec, and providing for a common fund to be equally divided without reference
to the amount or efficiency of the work performed by each, was introduced during
the late session of Parliament, but was not carried. The Council deemed it their
duty to petition against it.

The office of Flour Inspector, rendered vacant by the death of the late Mr.
Collis, was filled by the appointment of the Hon. John Young, who assumed the
duties in November last.

Some amendments have been proposed to the Flour Inspection Act, and a
Bill embodying them is in course of preparation by the Corn-Exchange Association.

Statistics bearing upon the operation of the Reciprocity Treaty will be found
in the Report prepared by our Seerctary for this Board jointly with the (forn Ex-
change, which is now being printed and nearly ready for distribution. The great
labor involved in procuring accurate information has delayed the publication of what,
it is believed, will be found a very interesting document.

THE HARBOR TRUST.

The construction of the Windmill-Point Wharf has made considerable pro-
gress during the past year. As, however, a large expenditure will be required
before the wharf will become available ; and as the state of trade is not such as
necessitates its immediate completion, it seems not desirable, in view of an
anticipated diminution in the Harbor Revenue for the year, to expend any large
sum of money on it during the present year.

It is believed that the deepening of the channel through Lake St. Peter to a
depth of twenty feet and a width of’ three hundred feet can be completed during
the present year at a cost of 860,000 to $80,000 ; and it is hoped that the Gov-
ernment, which assumed the work in 1860, will provide the necessary funds for
this very important object, as there are none now available for this purpose at the
disposal of the Harbor Commissioners, under whose direction the operations have
been carried on,
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“The number of vessels and tcnnage shown in the statement considerably exceeds
tiat of the Trinity-House or Custom-House, the difference is caused by vessels coming
into port from winter quarters and not reported at the Trinity-House nor Custom-
House ; vesscls from the lakes bound to sca, and vessels from sea bound to the lakes
not rveporting; and others going into the canal and returning without reporting.
The books kept in the Harbor Office, show the number of days and hours that each
vessel has beeen in port, and for which time the harbor dues are always exacted. The
ice in the harl or began to break up and move on the 7th April, on the 13th the river
was clear, and the navigation open; the water fell rapidly, leaving large quantitics of
ice on the wharves ; on the 14th April it was level with the wharves, and on the 25th
it was four feet below them. On the 26th April it began to rise again, on the Gth May
it was level with the wharves, and on the 19th it was at its highest point, completely
inundating the whole of them to the depth of from two inches to two feet. Stages were
then erected for the accommodation of vessels to land their cargoes upon. On the 20th
May the water began to recede ; on the 30th the wharves were again dry, and business
continued without further interruption,

“There was no lack of harbor accommodation for sea-going vessels during the past
season, the largest number in port at one time being 32 ; but as there was a larger num-
ber of river craft in port at one time, than any previous year, viz,, 220, and several
times very near that number ; the harbor on these occasions was well filled, and very
few wvacant berths to be seen. The Victoria pier not being required for sea-going
vessels, was altogether occupied by river craft, and large quantities of fire-wood, lum-
ber, laths, &c., piled upon it nearly the whole season, which produced consideralle
revenue.  You will perceive by the accompanying statement that the lumber trade far
excecds that of any previous ycar, and if it continues to increase, a very large space
will be required in the harbor for the accommodation of those engaged in that branch
of business.

“8Since the New Wharf at the mouth of the Canal has been extended outward, I
find that the current that previously ran past the Island Wharf now strikes into the
Elgin Basin, checking the current from the canal that empties itself into that basin,
and the filth and sediment that passes through it is rapidly filling the Basin., Vessels
of a greater draught than fifteen feet can no longer be accommodated in that Basin,
The current that formerly passed through the gap at the Russell Pier, from the
Metcalf to the Elgin Basin, now runs in the opposite direction. Perhaps it would be
advisable to close up the gap, so as to prevent the filth and sediment passing from the
Elgin to the Metealf Basin, and thereby prevent its filling up. Scventeen feet is the
greatest draft that vessels can load to in this Basin.

“The Sydenbam Basin requires g thorough cleaning out; the bottom is very
uneven, and in some parts of it there is not sufficient water for a batteau. The
Nelson, Wellington, and Russcl Piers are in a very dilapidated state, and require cons
siderable repairs. If the lumps that are in the King’s Basin were removed and a little
dredging done on the inside of the Island Wharf, and the wharf repaired, it would be
the best and most convenient Basin in the harbor for vesscls of any size that visit
the port.

“The Prince’s Basin also requires some dredging. The ship “Waverly” grounded
in the middle of it on the 24th September, drawing nincteen feet. There is a bank
also, of considerable size, on the upper side of the Richelieu Pier, with only eleven
feet of water upon it, frequently causing much trouble and annoyance,
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from the pier, there is a large boulder, with only from 16 to 17 feet of water upon ..,
and about 30 feet from the upper end of the pier, there is a bank of considerable size,
with only 12 feet water upon it. I would strongly recommend the removal of these
obstructions, so that vessels would have a clear and uninterrupted passage to and from
the pier.”
(Signed,) «A, M. RUDOLF,
“ Harbor Master.”

The Council have not lost sicht of the urgent necessity for a new Custom
House in this city, but no suitable opportunity has presented itselt’ of urging this
matter upon the attention of the Government.

The Council have much pleasure in acknowledging many valuable professional
services rendered gratuitously by the Hon. J. J. C. Abbott, especially in connee-
tion with their duties consequent on the Insolvency Act.

Petitions were forwarded by the Council to Parliament during the year as
follows, namely :—

Against “ An Act to amend the Act 12th Viet. chap. 114, relative to the
“Powers and Duties of the Trinity House of Quebee, and for other purposes.”

Against ¢ The Montreal Warehousine Company Bill,” on the ground of its
limited liability and the absence of a penal clause.

Against a Bill to amend the ¢ Act to incorporate the Pilots for and above
¢ the Harbour of Quebee.”

Memorial to His Excellency the Governor General,—To prohibit the export of
Coal from this Province, under certain existing circumstances.

PETER REDPATH,
MoNTREAL, 28th March, 1865. President.

Table showing the tonnage of sea-going vessels and the value of Tmports and
Exports at the Port of Montreal, for years 1833 to 1864 inclusive :—
SEA-GOING | | SEA-GUING
VEssELs, | VALUE OF | VALUE OF | VESSELS

]1 EXPORTS. | IMPORTS. { YEAR.
No. | Tonnage. | ‘ No m——
‘ |
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EXPORTS. | IMPORTS,

YEAR.

3
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\ $ | ‘
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