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SUMMARY REPORT FROM THE ROUNDTABLE:
TUE IMPACT 0F SEPTEMBER il ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND

CANADA'S FOREIGN POLICYI
November 27, 2001

Ottawa, Ontario

ie request of the Assistant Deputy Minister for Communications, Culture and Policy
!ning, John Higginbotham, the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development (CCFPD)
rnised and hosted a group of 13 Canadians, senior policy makers and Ministers ' staff to
'ct on Canadian foreign policy and on international relations post September 11.
icipants included John Polanyi (University of Toronto), Janice Stein (Munk Centre for
-national Studies), Lieutenant General Romeo Dallaire, Bob Rae (Goodman Philips &
'berg) Joe Schlesinger (CBC) and John English (University of Waterloo). Steven Lee
,cutive Director, CCFPD) chaired the meeting.

itroduction

Chair welcomed ail to the roundtable. He remnded the participants that the mandate of the
adian Centre for Foreign Policy Development is to help Canadians contribute to foreign
zy making. He noted that this was an unusual meeting because participants were being asked
4gArp.Q~ intern2tionn relatins writ large and the whole of Canadian foreiLyn volicv, rather than

;hips of



G-8 Sumniit meeting in July. Whiile the priorities identified by the Prime Minister prior to

September il will remain, other pressing issues will be added and may dominate the agenda at

Kananaskis, including:
* counter-terrorism,
* peace and stability ini Central Asia, and
* management of the global economy.

Officiais welcomed reflections on l ong terni objectives for Canada's foreign policy and on
1-otgc lpurntpèi frm the rnstSentember il crisis. How much has the world changed? How to



information sharing. This is the Canadian value added to the "war on terrorism." Frigates to the
Indian Ocean may flot be the best Canadian value added, nor the best use of our limited
resources.

We need to be aware, as well, of policy opportunists in the U.S. and i Canada who are taking
advantage of the September 1 Il events and policy climate. These include proponents of vast
public spending on improbable security threats (L.e, a Ballistic Missile attack from North Korea)
and proponents of other policy initiatives (iLe, Dollarisation and further North American
economic integration) that have nothing to do with September 1 If" needs and might well be
deeply harmfal to Canada's interests.

Strategically, it is time for a new Canada-U.S. "Grand Bargain" for information sharing and to
define our own national areas of public policy outside pressures for harmonisation.

An important question regarding the war in Afghaistan is yet to be assessed by Canadians: Is
the threat of recurrent terrorisma sufficient to warrant a large-scale military action? Moreover, are
the niilitary tactics used in Afghanistanjustified and exportable to other countries that shield
terrorists? One participant pointed out that the military action was necessary to remove the shield
from behind which a terrorist network recruits, trains and operates. The attack on the Taliban
regime might have been.key in achieving this objective. Others said that short terni fixes (L.e,



including: imirton, culture, andi the environment:
Most participants agreed that tackling migration-reIated problems will pose serious
challenges to policy makers around the world. The growth of migration and refugee
movements, mostly from the poor "South" to the rich "North," is being matched by catis
in the "<North" to clamp down on illegal refugees and to reduce legal immigration. The

prbeaof internally displaced people was also identified as one of the biggest security
challenges today. A point was macle that rather than enhancing security, making

imgrants unwelcomed, and treating refugees as criminals, Canada and other "Western"
indstralsedcoutres houd ddrssthe "migrto threat" by promoting human ihts,



for Canada to reassert its internationalist and hunianitarian role ini the world amidst mountmng
pressures to accelerate militarisation and policy conformism. Canada needs to better define and
promote our own interests i foreign policy. These interests include:
0 strengthening international/multilateral efforts and institutions on environment,
* promoting human rights,
0 norm building and institution building (including the reform of the UN, supporting

regional organisations/mechanisms),
a sustained aid to the poor with a Canadian value added (such as good, democratic

governance, education, federalism).

The Third Pillar in foreign policy - promoting our culture and values - is key to ail of this.Attention to the promotion of our culture and values can help provide the strategic design to our
international policies, tactical advances, leadership opportunities and can profoundly reinforce
our security and prosperity interests. Many participants stressed the need to recognise that there
are risks and costs that go along with purswing a "Manifest Destiny."

In a similar vein, several other participants pointed out that Canada's role in the "war against
terrorism" is reactive and ill-defmned. Since September 11, the Canadian government lias. been
considering and reacting to the decisions of the U.S. and other leading Coalition members
without formulating its« own strategies. lJow much of a priority is September il to Canadians?
Ras it changed us in any significant way? What are we willing to do on our own terms? The nee(
for Canadian initiatives was emphasised by participants for different reasons. Some argued that
Canada must urgently demonstrate its willingness to share the burden of creating a world safe



affairs anid challenge "latent Canda isolationism."

The need to strengthen the role of civil society i formulating and articulating policies was
stressed by soeparticipats. and should lead as an example i engaging women, Arab
Canadians, Afghan Canadians and others in policy making and encourage other governments to
do the same.



instability in Central and South Asia.

In conclusion, the Chair and the officials thanked the participants for their insights. The
challenge ahead for the Government of Canada is to design a long terni international relations
strategy. This will require some changes in conceptual thinking and public support. The narrow
concept of national interest, the traditional. view of war and peace, the complexity of Canada-
U.S. relations - ail need to be re-examined. Leadership will be required to raise awareness
amnong the Canadian public about Canada's place in the world and the responsibilities that go
with such leadership.
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Biographies of Particinants

Yasmeen Abu-Laban is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at the
University of Alberta. Her research interests centre on the Canadian and comparative
dimensions of gender and ethnic politics, nationalism and globalization, immigration policies
and politics, and citizenship theory. Her publications include articles in International Politics,
The Canadian Journal of Political Science, Canadian Public Policy, and Canadian Ethnic
Studies. A co-authored book with Christina Gabriel entitled Selling Diversity: Immigration,
Multiculturalism, Employment Equity and Globalization is forthcoming in 2002.

Lieutenant-General Romeo A. Dallaire, CMM, MSC, CD
Born in Denekamp, Holland, on 25 June 1946, he enrolled in
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the Canadian Army in 1964 after
ge militaire royal de Saint-Jean and
[ilitary College in Kingston. He also
ege and the United States Marine
the rank of brigadier-general on 3
al de Saint-Jean. After studying at
nited Kingdom in the spring of
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John English (Ph.D. Harvard) is the Chair of the Canadian Museum of Civilisation and
Professor of History at the University of Waterloo, Departmnent Chair in 1989-91. He is the
author of more than a dozen books including a several volume biography of Lester B. Pearson,
and other works on Canadian history and politics and on Canadian foreign policy. He was
National President of the Canadian Institute for International Affairs 1990-92. Elected to the
bouse of Commons for Kitchener (Liberal) in 1993, he served as Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, and Chair of the Foreign Affairs Sub-committee on
Hunian Riglits. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, holds several prizes for non-
fiction writers and was appointed to the Order of Canada in 2000.

The Honourable Ross Goodwmn
Born in Quebec on JuIy 2, 1938. Studied at the Collège des Jésuites. In 1958, he received a
Bachelor of Arts and, i 1961, a Bachelor of Laws from the Université Lavai i Québec. CalIed
to the bar of Quebec the following year, he started bis own flrmn. When he was appointed to the
bench, his firm was called Goodwin, De Blois, Parent & Associés. Appointed to the Quebec
Superior Court on March 24, 1983. Appointed to the Yukon Supreme Court on December 13,
1995. Appointed to the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada on June 23, 1999.

BiW Graham was first elected to Parliament in October 1993. He was elected chairman of the
Standing Committee of the House of Commons on Foreign Affairs and International Trade in
January 1995 and has been re-elected every vear since then. Mr. GJraham serves as Chair of the



and research focus on developmrent studies, human rights, East Asian political
economy/diplomacy and global security issues. He has worked and taught in both China and
Japan in the 1980s. Dr. Jiang is twice a Japan Foundation Fellow (l1989-90, 1999-2000), visiting
scholar at Hitotsubashi University and Tokyo University in Tokyo. He conducts field research ini
East Asia regularly. Dr. Jiang was a Canadian academic participant in the flrst CIDA-sponsored
hunian rights project with China and contributed two book chapters published in both English
and Chinese. Hie also participated in a number of Roundtables organized by DFAIT/CCFPD, and
consultation sessions by DFAIT's China and Japan Divisions in the past few years. Dr. Jiang has
jusi completed a book manuscript, Japan 's China Poliey 1978-2000. His recent publications
include "The Japanese Assessment of the 'China Ilireat'," book chapter in Herbert Yee and Ian
James Story, eds., The China Threat: Perceptions, Myths and Reality, London: Curzon Press,
forthcoming; and "Should Japan Discontinue Joint Research on the Ballistic Missile Defense
(BMD) System with the USA?" Co-authored with Kori Urayamna, book chapter ini Katsuhiko
Moni, ed., Debato de manabu kokusai kanloei (Studying International Relations Through Debate),
Ianagawa University Press, 200 1.

Ann Medina grew up in New York City. She has a BA from Wellesley College and an MA i
philosophy from the University of Chicago. In the U.S., she was a Network Producer for NBC
News and a Network Correspondent and Documentary Producer for ABC News. In 1975, Ms.
Media moved to Canada to marry a Canadian. She worked for CBC's Newsmagazine where she
later became its Executive Producer. She then joined CBC's The Journal to become its Senior
Foreign Correspondent, and Beirut Bureau Chief for CBC's The National and The Journal. lier
documentaries aired regularly on BBC's Newsnight and PBS' MacNeil-Lehrer Report, and won
numerous awards in Canada and in the United States, including an Emmy Award. She continues
to contribute in the field of journalism moderating the Federal Election Debates and hosting
History Television's History on Film. Recently, Ms. Medina has also moved into the broader area
Of communications and technology. Ms. Medina served on the Advisory Board to Foreign



Frank O'Dca lias triumphed over adversity to become one of Canada's most successful and
celebrated entrepreneurs, founding numerous businesses, including The Second Cup. I addition
to his string of business successes, Frank's achievements in the not-for-profit sector, both i
Canada and worldwide, are extraordinary. His ideas on leadership, entrepreneurship and
visionary thinlcing make hlm a compelling and souglit after speaker. Mr. OT)ea's brea4th of
experience provides hlm with the opportunity to speak on a nwnber of tcpics sucli as "The~ Spirit
of the Entrepreneur" and "Bcyon4 the Strategic Plan". Hie is an lnspirlug, candid and compelling
speaker who lias been invited to share his expertise to many organizations including: The United
Nations, Royal anid Sun Alliance, Ford Motor Co., Produce Marketing Board of Canada, Remax
Group of Owner's/Brokers, Brantford Home Builders Association, Family Services Association
of Toronto, International Faeility of Management Association, Canda Club of Canada, Acadia
University School of business, Canadian Society of Association Executive, Small Business Club
of Niagara to naine a few.

Stefan OpaWdk is a professional engineer with almost 20Oyears' experience working i Ottawa's
higli-tedi indushry for local telecommunication and silicon chip design organizations. lu 1996
Mr. Opalaki co-founded Skystone Systems. The Company was acquired by Cisco Systems and
Mr. Gpalski eae the Cisco Ottawa developniçnt group until late 1998 when lie joined



editor of a book, The Dangers ofNuclear War, and was a participant in the recent Canada 21
study of a 21le-century defence posture for Canada. He was co-chair (with Sir Brian Urquhart) of
the Department of Foreign Affairs International Consultative Committee on a Rapid Response
Capability for the United Nations.

Hon. Robert Keith Rae, P.C., O.C., Q.C., L.L.D
Bob Rae is a partner at the (Joodmans law firm. His clients include companies, trade unions,
charitable and non- govemmental organizations, and governments themselves. He has extensive
experience in negotiation, mediation and arbitration, and consuits widely on issues of public
Policy. Mr. Rae served as Ontario's 2l' Premier, and was elected eight times to federal and
provincial parliaments before his retrement from politics i 1996. Mr. Rae has a B.A. and an
LLB from the University of Toronto and was a Rhodes Scholar from Ontario in 1969. Hie
obtained a B.Phil degree from Oxford University in 1971 and was named a Queen's Counsel in
1984. Mr. Rae received an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from the Law Society of Upper Canada
i 1998 and from the University of Toronto in 1999. Mr. Rae was appointed to Her Majesty's

PrivY Coundil for Canada in 1998 and was appointed an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2001.
Mr. Rae is a panel member of the Canadian Internal Trade Disputes Tribunal, and is on the
'international commercial arbitrators list of the Canadian Council for International Business, and
ADR Chanmbers. Mr. Rae is the Chairman of the Forum of Federations, Chairman of the Royal
Conservatory of Music, and Chairman of the Institute for Research on Public Policy. fie is also, a
member of the Security and Intelligence Review Committee for Canada, and served recently as a
meniber of the Canada Transportation Act Review. Mr. Rae is a governor of the University of
Toronto and a trustee of the University Health Network. Hie also serves as director of Tembec
Ltd.., Niigon Technologies Ltd., and is Chairman Invesprint, Inc. Mr. Rae's books From Protest
to Power and The Three Questions have been published by Penguin Viking of Canada. Mr. Rae
is an Adjunct Professor at the University of Toronto and Senior Fellow of Massey College.
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Assigniment" program. Joe has been honoured a number of times for bis journalism. He won
three Gemini awards and the John Drainie award for distinguished contribution to broadcasting.
Hie was awarded honourary doctorates by UBC, The Royal Military College and Dalhousie
University. In 1994, he was named a member of the Order of Canada.

Janice Gross Stein was the 2001 CBC Massey Lecturer ("The Cuit of Efficiency'j. She is the
Director of the Munk Centre for International Studies and Harrowston Professor of Conflict
Management and Negotiation i the Department of Political Scienice at the University of
Toronto. She 18 an acknowledged expert on conflict resolution and international relations, with
an empliasis on the Middle East. She received her undergraduate degree from McGill University,
her xnaster's from Yale University, and returned to McGill for doctoral studies. She joined U of T
in 1982 and was named a University Profso i 1996. A Fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada, she bas received other hoor, including the Edgar S. Furniss Jr. Award of the Mershon
Center, i recognition of her contribution to the study of national security and civilian military
education. She bas served on many international advisory panels, including membershi i the
Worklng Group on Middle East Negotiations at the United States Institute of Peace. She also
appears weekly as a foreigu fàr conimentator on both TV Ontario's Studio 2 and Diplomatic
Immumity.

ient of Fo



Hong Kong from 1989-1994. Mr. Higginbotham. was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada.
He graduated from the University of Saskatchewan in Economics and undertook Graduate
Studies i Development economics on a Fellowship at the University oflIbadan in Nigeria. He
then obtained bis M.A. i International Economics ftom McGill on a Fellowship and joined the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. After an assignment at the United
Nations in New York, lie undertook two years of fuil-time Chinese (Mandarin) training at a
British military facility in Hong Kong, and was assigned to the Canadian Embassy in Beijing
doing trade and economic work for the Departmnent of Industry, Trade and Commerce. He
returned to Ottawa to bead the China Section at Headquarters fromn 1975-77, served on the Policy
Planning staff of the Department for two years and was subsequently sent by the Departmnent to
Harvard for a year as a Fellow of the Center for International Affairs where he worked on
international economnic subjects. Mr. Higginbotham retumned to Beijing ftom 1980-82 as
Counsellor and Head of Chancery, responsible for political, economic and management issues at
the Embassy. Hie returned again to Ottawa i 1982 and became Director of the International
Economic Relations Division (l1982-1985) where he was responsible for Economic Summits and
the QECU, and Director General of the Policy Planning Staff (1985-89) where he was
responsible for a wide range of major Canadian trade policy, (especially the Free Trade
Agreement) and foreign policy issues including a comprehensive Parliamnentary review of
Canada's International Relations. Mr. Higginbotham speaks English, Frencb and Chinese. He is
married to Michèle Allard Higginbotham and bas two sons.

Lorenz Friedlaender joined tbe Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in 197 1.
Since October, 2000 he is Head of Policy Planning, Policy Planning Secretariat. Hie has
previously served at tbe Privy Council Office as Assistant Secretary, Policy and Strategy,
Intergovemrmental Affairs, (1999-00), as well as Director of Strategic Planning, Foreign and
Defence Policy Secretariat (1997-99). Hie was Minister at tbe Canadian Embassy in Bonn (1993-
97); Director, Central and Eastern Europe Relations Division in Ottawa (1991-93); Minister-



summer of 2001 Mr. MacIntosh was named Director of a new division in the Policy Planning
Secretariat concerned with providing advice and analysis on the links between Canada's
economic and trade objectives and our foreign policy interests and between our overseas policies
and activities and Canada's economic and social priorities at home.

Bonny Berger was appointed to the position of Executive Assistant to the Assistant Deputy
Minister for Communications, Culture and Policy Planning in September 2000. Prior to this
appointment, she served as Senior Trade Commissioner and Vice-Consul at the Canadian
Consulate General in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam from 1998, following an initial period at the
Canadian Embassy in Hanoi, Vietnam. She was Special Assistant to the Deputy Minister for
International Trade from 1996-97 and from 1994-96 served as Departmental Assistant and
Advisor to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration in Ottawa. She graduated from the
University of Montreal with a Bachelor of Arts in Italian and German Literature and completed
MA studies in Interpreting and Translation at the University of Trieste in Italy. Ms. Berger has
served in Paris, Seoul, New Delhi, and Tokyo. She speaks English, French, Italian, Spanish,
German and is conversant in Arabic, Korean and Vietnamese. She enjoys Scottish country
dancing, swimming, aerobics and tennis. She has received an award for excellence in service to
the public from the British Columbia Ministry of Tourism.
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