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Advance!
Barrie Cry vor 1887,
SraxD aside, the world’s advancing,
Past the laggard, lame and slow ;
Like a mettled war-horse prancing,
On, the rushing world must go.

Rein her up! You cannot rein her ;
Guide her! More you cannot do ;
Teach you should, but not restrain her,

Graft the old_into the new.

Getting worse! Nay, growing better:
By the light the vile appears—

Truth shall break the latest fetter,
Every blow is drying tears.

Smash and crash, old fossils breaking,
Pleas for wrong are growing weak ;

Right is robust ; wrong is quaking—
Right demands her right to speak.

Who says nay ? The voice will falter ;
Points are making, deeds are done ;

Midnights into noons will alter ;
Truth is blazing like the sun,

Friends of God no longer cower,
Friends of right awake, awake !

And by Heaven's eternal power,
Hell's infernal kingdom shake,

Shake, unthrone, annihilate it,
Every root and trunk destroy ;
Teach your children all to hate it—

Every girl and every boy.

FEBRUARY, 1887,

Rum is rampant ! Well, no matter;
Rum is marching to defeat ;

Sturdy blows its brains will batter,
Sword divine the work complete.

Waited long? Well, wait still longer,
Praise and pray, and dare and do;
Fainting hearts are growing stronger,

Ranks oI right are gaining too.

Can't do much? Well, who can, single?
As a snow-flake said, one day;

But we can as millions mingle,
Block the locomotive's way.

Up, arise! The world's advancing,
Stop her course? No, never, nay !
Take the lines, though steeds are prancing,
Guide them in the Righteous way.
—Rev. E. H. Stokes, D.D,
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A Street in Tunis.

Our frontispiece gives a good example of the
general style of Oriental streets—narrow, with-
out sidewalks, with gutter in the middle. On
either side are blank walls, pierced occasionally
with small, iron-grated openings like prison
windows. To the left is seen the small stall of
a trader’s shop. There are many streets like
this in Jerusalem, especially one called the
“Via Dolorosa,” or Sorrowful Way, because
tradition affirms that through it our Lord
passed to His crucifixion, bearing His cross,
An arch, like the one in the cut is called the
‘“ Bece Homo" because there Pilate exhibited
Him to the people, saying, ‘‘Behold the Man!"
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Sundap School Qa;nmr.

W. H, WITHROW, D.D., Editor,

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1887.
The Course of Home Reading for
Young People.

AT the recent General Conference in Toronto
the following Resolution was adopted :

Whereas it is desirable to cultivate a love of
literature and learning among the young people
of our Church ; and

Whereas many of those are unable to avail
th Ives of the advantages of collegiate train-
ing and discipline ; and

Whereas the success of the great Chautauqua
movement, and especially of the C. L. & 8.
Circle, has d trated the g 1 d d
for courses of home reading nnd ltudy. and the

ticability of thus hing and i

for good great masses of the youth of our
country ; and

Whereas there is very general demand for
and need of a course of reading shorter and less
expensive than that of the C. L. 8. C., and one
better adapted to the needs of the youth of
Canada ; and

Whereas there is good reason to believe that

thousands of young people in connection with
the various churches might be induced to un-
dertake such a course of home study, if laid
down under the auspices of their Church, who
would not otherwise be benefitted by any
similar educational agency ; therefore be it
resolved :

That it is expedient for the General Con-
ference to prepare a course to be known as
“The Course of Home Reading for Young
People.”

A large and representative committee was
appointed to carry out that purpose. That
committee, after full deliberation, reports the
following organization :

CANADIAN HOME READING CIRCLE,

1 1

Org in with a resol
the General Conference of 1886,

The following is the committee appointed by
the General Conference :

The Rev. B, F. Austin, B.D., chairman;
Rev. Hugh Johnston, B.D., Rev. E. A, Stafford,
M.A., Rev. Dr. Burns, und L. C. Peake, R.
Brown and J. B. l!uul'.eml Fsqs., and Rev. W,
H. Withrow, itt:

of

. 'To this e
the Rev. Dr. Potts was added.

The following are advisory members of the
said committee : Rev. Prof. Shaw, Rev. 8.
Card, Rev. Dr. Burwash, Rev. A. M. Phillips,
M.A., and Geo. Bishop, lwl

1 Name of orgamution
Reading Circle.”

2, Objects: To promote habits of home read-
ing in approved courses of religious and secular
literature.

Methods: I

“ Cavadian Home

indi-
vidual study in lines and by text-books which
shall be indicated, and by locsl circles for
tual help and t in such studi
4. The Course o! Study Ihl" con-i-t of &
series of and i e text-
books, to be selected yur by year by a com-
mittee appointed for that purpose by the
General Conference,
5. Course for 1887 : The following books are
said for home

reading during the year 1887 :
(a) Ammhl{) Bible Onthnu, J. H.

cent,
(b) Richmlmnl Tem rance Lauom

(¢) Brlﬁlll(lo?:d Canadian Hilwry, Adams

(d) Chrhtim Evndencel, J H. Vincent,
o (Ap_lﬁo

Or. l:\lh“ is Educutlon! By Prol.

elps
And Socr.m By l’rof Phelpﬂ - I2c
The comq]leh list, without ‘‘ Spencer on Edu-
cation,” will be supplied for $1.00 net.

Vin-
12¢.
25¢.

(e) Herhert Spencer on Eduuhon




Nore. —These books can be procured at the
prices marked from Rev. Wm, Briggs, Meth-
odist Publishing House, Toronto ; C, W, Coates,
3 HI«‘L?' St., Montreal ; and, Rev. 8. F, Huestis,
Methodist Book Roomn, Halifax.
Supplementary illustrative readings will ap-
pear in successive numbers of Home d: School.
The following is the recommended Order of
Study for the year ending Oct. 1st, 1887 :

FEBRUARY,

British and Canadian History, and
Assembly Bible Outlines.

MARCH AND APRIL,

History continued, and
Richardson’s Temperance Lessons.

MAY AND JUNE,

Education, by Herbert Spencer or Prof.
Phelps, and
Christian Evidences, by Dr. Vincent.
The committee recommend Prof. Phelps'books
for younger readers, and Herbert Spencer’s for
more advanced readers,

LOCAL CIRCLES,

In order to carry out asefficiently as possible
the directions of the General Conference, the
Committee urgently solicit the hearty co-opera-
tion of all our Ministers and Sunday-school
Superintendents and Teachers in or ing, in

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

5. Questions and answers,

6. Miscellaneous business,

N.B. —~The Secretary of each local Circle is
requested to report to the General Secretary,
the Llev. Dr. Withrow, Toronto, the organiza-
tion and membership of sail Circle, in order
that the said General Secretary may be able to
communicate with the local Circles on all sub
jects in which their interests are concerned.

e A i

An Interesting Service.

Wi have secured a copy of the programme of
an interesting service in connection with the
Bridge Street Methodist Sunday-school, Belle-
ville, one of the oldest, if not the very
oldest, schools in the country. It was the
occasion of the dedication of the school rooms
of the new church on Dec. 12th, 1886, The
first part consisted of thanksgiving responsive
readings. Then followed an anthem, and beauti-
ful dedicatory responsive readings, addresses,
thank-offerings, etc. The programme contains
the following interesting historical informa-
tion : —

First Methodist Preacher visited Belleville 1795
First Methodist Class organized........ 1815
First Methodist Church built, Pinnacle St. 1818

connection with all our congregations and
Sunday-schools, of local Home Reading Circles.

The Committee recommend the following
form of constitution for local circles :—

1. Name.—The —— Home Reading Circle,

2. Membership.—All young people who will
agree to faith!uﬁy pursue the course of reading
laid down by the Central Committee are eligible
for membership.

3. Officers.—The officers of the Local Circles
zhall be : —

(a) A President, who shall preside over the
meetings, and shall have the general overﬂight
over the work of the Circle, and shall give
such aid and instruction in the course of read-
ing as he may deem necessary.

(b) A Vice-President, who, in
the President, shall perform kis «

(¢) A Secretary, or Secretary-Treasurer, who
shall keep a_record of memLership and busi-
ness of the Circle,

The officers shall be elected at the first
meeting of each * Circle” year,

5. Where practicable, regular meetings may
be held as frequently as may be agreed upon,
for review nm} for instruction in the course of
reading,

nee of

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

1. Opening with devotional exercises,

2. Reading of minutes of previous meeting.

3. Proposals for membership, and admission
of new members.

4. Conversation on the specified subjects of
reading, and, where necessary and practicable,
instruction therein,

Pinnacle St. Church rebuilt and enlarged 1831
Corner Stone of Bridge St. Church laid
24th Ma, 1864
Bridge St. Church dedicated 14th May.. 1865
Bridge St. Church burnt down, 6th Jan, 1886

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL,

Organized in

First kept open all the year round after
the Hon. B. Flint came to Belleville

School divided, part forming Methodist
Episcopal School 1

School Xi\'illed, part forming John St.
Presbyterian School

School divided, part forming Bleeker St.
Methodist School

Membership in 1860

Membership in 1870 .

School divided, part forming Hollowa;
Methodist School

Membership in 1880

Sunday-school rooms remodelled and re-
opened, 24th Oct

Membership of School now

1822
829

The Superintendents have been, James Bick-
ford, Asa Yeomans, Dr, Kellogg, Hon, B. Flint,
M. Sawyer, R, Richardson, James Booth, Wm,
Elmer, James Ross, Wm. Johnson,

Tne sweetest word in our language is love ;
the greatest word is God ; the word expressing
the shortest time is now. These three make
the greatest and sweetest duty we can perform;
* Love God now.”
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Work of the 8. 8. Aid and Exten-
sion Fund.
ExTRACTS FROM LETTERS.

We are continually in veceipt of very en-
couraging letters on our Sunday-school work
from all parts of the Dominion and Newfound-
land. From these we make a few extracts :

A faithful lady superintendent in Nova Scotia
writes: *“ I feel that God has biessed my feeble
efforts, and that greater good can be accom-
plished through Him. We had our anniversary

meeting Christmas night, not in large halls
{ou have in cities, but in my dining-room »

apers and tracts last winter, and thus not a
ew were sadly disappointed when there were
no tracts or papers for them. Among the
pleasant things noticed last winter in the
shanties were, 1st, On the whole attentive
hearers. 2ud. Thankfulness for tracts and
papers. 3rd. Kinduess on the whole, though
there were occassional signs of the opposite,
shown toward the missionary. 4th. Frequently
in giving out the papers would hear the remar
on one side as the name of the paper would be
res out, ** Never saw that paper before,” and
or he other side, **Oh! that is our Sunday-
ool paper.” 5th, The increasing number of
¢ French Canadians who can read, and their
arning for something to read. Here is an
spen door for distributing the light. 6th. The
ti y of a few, one here and another there,

itchen. We had a great ber, and
little ones were delighted ; we had music and
singing and recitations. 1 gave them candy
ln(f apples, books and cards. Yesterday our
Sabbath-school was well attended.  Mother
and father and little ones of one hmil‘y at-
tended, even a three-year-old baby. My heart
overflowed with love to my Heavenly Father.
Remember me at the Throne of Grace and pray
that Giod will bless my Sabbath-school and that
all may be converted and brought to Jesus.”

A minister in Nova Scotia writes: ‘T am
always in favour of our own papers and it goes
against the grain to eay that I can look on and
smile to see Cook’s publications where ours
should be. I have not yet seen any of m,
schools leave our own for his. Last May
organized a Sunday-school here, and T am not

more encouraged in any of m{’ work than in

that. Our society is small, but earnestand
united. The Sunday-school is a power for
good, a child of affection and prayer.”

A brother in Muskoka writes : ‘*‘Thisschool
was started near eight years ago when there was
no other religious service in the neighbourhood,
and continued summer and winter with very
little intermission ever since, migrating from
settlers’ houses to barn or lumber camp as
found most convenient. We have now for the

st year met in the public school-house, and

ope ere long to again move to a Methodist
Church, which it is contemplated to build at the
village of South River. For several years, this
being the only religious service available, it
was mostly attended by adults and young
ple, and we have reason to believe that it

as been the means of great good, not only to
those attending but also to the whole neigh-
bourhood, in raising the moral tone and general

T have spent quite a number of winters in the
shanties, but this is my first winter as a Chris-
tian, and it has been the best winter 1 ever
spent in the shanty. Some isolated families
at ‘stopping places’ were 7lml to get some
papers, especielly the children and young
people.”

A missionary in Newfoundland writes: *I
find the four Sabbath-schools on this circuit to
which I have just come entirely destitute of

pers of any kind, and most of them without

ks. I have put down the number of papers
wanted—much below the actual demand—
hoping that the numbers asked for might be
the more ‘readily given. At present raising
anything h)wnnl! paying for them is out of the
uestion. There are one thousand five-hundred
Methodists on this circuit, and hundreds of
them are on the verge of starvation. Our
best families are getting down to the low level
of want. Send us the papers, and we'll do
the best we can in return during the year.”

A missionary at Castalia, Grand Manan Isl'd,
writes: *‘We are greatly encouraged of late in
our Sabbath-school. Your valuable papers are
very helpful to us, and highly prized by the
pupils. Weall long for your papers, and do
most urnutl{ hope and pray that you shall
have God s hel F, 80 that your publications will
bethe means of making many homes and schools.
hap;l\y in the Lord. We have to fight many
battles, but though our cause is weak and
small, yet the few loyal and Christian Metho-
dists that are here are strong in the Lord, The
people here are poor, but willing to work for
the uPImilnling of Methodism, which means
the upbuilding of God’s kingd Owing to
our financial circumstances we can only remit

you the losed two dollars, hoping that ere

1 behaviour of settlers. Since the building
of the railroad, ministers of various denom-
inations have visited us and held services, and
now we have constant means of grace, and
since the appointment of Rev. P. Jones to
Sundridge Mission we have a weekly Methodist
service in addition to the Sabbath-school.”

A missionary who is labouring among the
lumber shanties on the Mattawa writes: “%‘here
is a great eagerness for literature, especially
for illustraf Enpen, in the shanties. I am
sorry to say that I had not emough French

ong we shall be able to do better. We do
our best and trust God. Soliciting our interest
in your most carnest prayers for our success
in bringing souls to the Master.”

A missionary in Manitoba writes: “I feel
that our Sunday-school papers are of great use
to the young who have no good papers to read.
They also cause our youn, people to become
acquainted with our Church, which is to us a
matter of great importance.”

A missionary in Labrador writes: ‘“The
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people on this mission have had two bad
seasons, and in consequence [ am not able to
send you a subscription.  The papers are doing
good work —being eagerly read—and the Bible
lessons they contain being freely used in many
homes on Sundays. 1 have taught the people
how to use them, and during my visitation
this past winter I was pleasci to find some of
the children able to answer many of the
questions appended to the lesson. The Fisqui
maux_are especially fond of them, and as w
few of them can read English, they teach the
children. Generally great ignoraice prevails
on this mission with regard to the Bible, It
has been a neglected Tl.'mk, but now your
papers have awakened an interest, and roused
@ spirit of enquiry, and the people are, in some
instances, like the Bereans, searching the
Scriptures daily, ete. A priest of the Angli
can Church was sent on the coast last year.
Tracts and periodicals of a sacerdotal character
have been freely circulated. These High
Church doctrines have, to some extent, been
checked in their pernicious influence by your
periodicals. A lot of catechi are found on
this mission, the teaching of which is Romish.
I have only met with one Methodist catechism.
If you C()uf’ll afford to make a grant of catechisms
to this mission® I am sure they would do great
good, and effectively assist your missionary in
checking the stream of ritualism which is
being poured forth. A few books containing
the fir-n of early Methodists would prove a
great boon to the people. Methodism is not
tuown. Cheap biographies of Wesley and
others would lecomf our efforts, and be the
best answer to such works as “John Wesley's
Churchmanship,” “Methodism the Great
Apostacy,” ete., seeing this poison is so freely
administered. I hope your funds will allow of
such assistance as you have given in the past,
with the addition of catechisms and books
before mentioned as an antidote,

A missionary in Prince Edward Islandwrites :
“*Our very excellent Sunday-school superinten-

39

please Him many years of useful and happy
toil in that spheve for which he has calle dyou.”

A missionary in Nova Scotin writes: It
can be truly said of the sister who is keeping
the school for which wid is herein asked, she
is worthy. Hereafter history may bring her
extraordinary zeal before the world. Under
the shadow of numbers and influence, not at all
favourableto Methodism, she has for years stood
almost alone by the old ship. Let us be
workers with God in giving her sympathy in
every way possible. 1 prize highly your Sun-

school papers and aw anxions to circulate
them in this country. If you have old ones or
back numbers kindly send them to me and I
will be more than pleased to send them to
places where they will make impressions.”

A missionary in Newfoundland writes: “Our
school is very poor and we have to struggle
with many difficulties, The failure of the fish
on the Labrador coast is the chief cause of the
poverty and distress of the people; they seem
to have very little money to give to any cause,
1 often feel discouraged in my work but I will
labour on, and I trust the Great Head of the
Church will bless my humble efforts among the
poor children here. 1 wish to convey to you
our sincere thauks for the papers we have re-
ceived for the last two years, they have been
made a great blessing to our school, and by the
people they have been thankfully received and
eagerly read. Will you plesse favour us with
another grant of papers until July next,and we
will try and raise all the money we can during
that time.”

Ryerson Memorial Statue.

ils of
half

AN appeal made to the teachers and pu;
the ulhir and high schools of Ontario on
of the Ryerson MemoriaL F
far successful, that the commi
the fund has now in hand $4,42

dent has done his level best to raise the
he forwards towards books and papers. Heisno
beggar, or he would write to entreat you to do
all you could for his school, and he asks me to
do the same thing. I may say that we are
very needy and, to blow our trumpet, we are
very worthy. The fishing has been a complete
failure, or this people never would make a
request for help. They are very free-handed
when they have money, and if we are favoured
with a good summer the school will raise double
money for school purposes to that we have be-
fore raised. We have had a blessed revival
and shall add thirty to our membership at this
place, among whom are some of the finest
{mmg people as well as united heads of families,
Ve want to start well with our accessions and
would ask you to send as quickly as you can.
Many a prayer did we offer for you and your
family in your afilictions, and we congratulate
ou and praise God for your restoration to
ealth and vigour. May God grant you to

* This has been done—Ep,

of a t to the Rev. Dr. Ryerson
on the grounds of the Education Department,
or in the Queen’s Park, will be about $7,700.

We have no authority to make any request
of the Sunday-schools of the province, nor l‘ﬂ we

resume to do so. We merely state the above
acts as matters of information. If any schools,
scholurs or teachers wish to take part in the
movement to do honor to a great Canadian and
distinguished Methodist preacher, they have an
opportunity.

‘he following reference to Rev. Dr. Ryer-
son's life-work is by Rev. Dr. Ormiston, who
has always been "au earnest promoter of
this Memorial Fund. He said :—** For a third
of a century he was the head and inspiring
genius of our school system —establishing,
moulding, adapting, controlling it; and this,
the main \\'orL of his life, will endure, and
command in the future, as it has in the past,
the admiration of all, both at home and abroad,
During all these years he was the teaclier's true
friend, and the ardent well-wisher for the young.
His sympathies—tender and true—as helpful as
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they were healthy, went out to every earnest
worker, whether in acquiring or imparting
knowledge. The enquiring left his presence
directed ; the downcast, cheered ; the doubtful,
confirmed.”

The Rev. T. Bowman Stephenson, LL.D.,
delegate from the British to the General
Conference of the Methodist Church in Canada,
in his recent address to that Conference, said,
referring to the late Rev. Dr. Ryerson :—*‘ That
gentleman ‘ visited us in England twice.” Old
man as he was, he seemed younger than most
of us. Itake him to have been one of those rare
men who are never young and never old—old in
wisdom whilst young in years—young in heart
and feeling when already the snow is onthe head.
Eloquent, logical, far-sighted, generous, inde-

ndent, courageous, with an unhesitating faith
in duty, and a boundless love of freedom and
justice, he *served his generation.” O how well
the inspired words describe him—by the will of
God, ‘he fell on sleep.’” Contributions may
be transmitted to Walter S. Lee, Esq., Treas-
urer of the fund, 70 Church street, Toronto, or
to J. George Hodgins, Chairman General Com-
mittee, Toronto.

Clothing and Feeding the Boys.

Two hundred and fifty boys were ranged
along hu'.ily-constructex dining-tables in the
school-room of Berkeley street Methodist Church
Toronto, on the last evening but one of the old
year. Around the tables flitted dozens of deft-
fingered ladies handing the hungry quarter
thousand coffee, cakes, pies, milk, ete. Skilful
as the waitresses were, they were :uxasrcel?v able
to keep up with the all-devouring appetites of

My Cross.

Lorp, give me back my cross !
I lni(f it down

Because I valued not
The starry crown.

1 did not dream, dear Lord,
How sad twould be

Without that heavy cross
Thou gavest me !

I would not bear the frown
Of a cold world,

I thought that all its scorn
At me was hurled

Because I bore the cross,
Thy cross of pain,

And so I laid it down,
Earth’s smile to gain.

But, oh, the way grew dark,
My sun went down,

And the blue heavens grew black,
Beneath thy frown ;

And thorns pierce my feet,
I walk alone

Through life’s wild maze, within
My breast a stone.

So now I come to thee,
Oh wilt thou give
Once more thy heavy cross,
And let me live
Beneath thy gracious smile,
Close to thy side,
Thy cross my joy, my hope,
My all of pride.
—Millicent.

the newsboys. The sandwiches disappeared as
if by magic, and the liquids seemed quite inad-
equate to quench the insatiable thirst of the
ouths. But even a newshoy's capacity for
ood has its limitations, and this point was at
length reached. A move was then made up-
stairs to the church, where the boys were
addressed by the Rev. Mr. Starr, pastor of the
church, Ald. Piper, and Mr. Wm, Gooderham,
The addresses were calculated to arrest the
attention of the boys. Ald. Piper gave some
interesting facts in connection with the cross-
ing sweepers,in whom he takes suchan interest.
Some of them were there, and to those of them
who desired it he gave some savings which
they keep in his hands. Others did not require
the money, and desired that he might still
hold their funds. The proceedings were ex-
ceedingly interesting. ']'Ee band of the Boys'
Home was in attendance and played some
pieces very creditably. The greatest event of
the evening, however, was the distribution of
120 pairs bf boots, and 150 pairs of long warm
stockings. Some discrimination had to be used,
and a committee picked out the boys who were
worst shod. Messrs. 8. R. Wickett, W, J.
Hambly, and F, Radcliffe did the distributing
under Rev. Mr, Starr’s direction. This annual
feast to the newsboys has become one of the
pleasantest features of the holiday time.

HEe who would teach Christ's truth to others
must himself be a pupil in the school of Christ.
No lesson helps, no commentaries, however
learned, critical, and complete, are sufficient to
give one that insight into the doctrines of the
great Teacher, and that conviction of their
absolute truthfulness, which are essential quali-
fications of an efficient instructor. To know
that those doctrines are divine one must accept
them, not only as theories to be assented to by
the intellect, {»ut as revelations of divine love
made to the heart, as truths for faith to cling
to, as spiritual conceptions giving birth to a
love responsive to that infinite love which they
set forth. Hence the Saviour said, “If any
man wil. do His will, he shall know of the
doctrine whether it be of God.” And all Chris-
tian experience conforms to this saying. As a
matter of fact no man fully comprehends Christ’s
words or feels their regenerating power until
he honestly wills to do what they command.
But when a man can say, ‘I love Him because
He first loved me,” he sees a meaning, a beauty,
a grandeur, in Christ’s words which qualifies
him to teach as he never could do without that
experience of faith and love. Let him, there-
fore, who desires to teach well enter himself as
a perpetual pupil in the school of Christ.—
8. 5. Journal,
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JAFFA—THE ANCIENT Joppa,

The Lord’s Land.* sengers and merchandise must be carried in
small coasting crafts over the reefs of jagged
o rocks, that most likely formed the ier of
Solomon’s harbour. We had a delightful morn-
_— ing for landing. Except in the calmest weather
| 4 the surf breaks with trememdous violence over
| the long and rugged line of rocks ; but for us
THERE was not much sleep on shipboard on | the sea was quiet and placid as a molten
the night that we approached the oly Land | mirror, and amid the uslmrclamour and bustle
—a land endeared by associations, linked with | and gesticulation of bare-legged, yelling, howl-
our earliest and most hallowed recollections, | ling Arabs, ourself and baggage were safely
We are up zarly in the morning, and amid the | gtowed away in boats and rowed to shore.
pale ethereal colours of the dawn is seen the | Jaffa, or Jo Pa, is a very ancient city, It is
dim ontline of the shore. It is soon clearly | said to have been named after Japhet. Pliny
discerned, and in the distance, the rose-purple | declared it to have been standing before the
shoulders of swelling hills, It is Palestine, and deluge, and it is popularly believed to have
we have the strangely-subduing sensation of | been the city where Noah dwelt and built his
gazing upon a land the most sacred upon earth. | ark, It looks beautiful from a distance, set as
t is the land promised to Abraham, the land | i g upon a hill, with the long bright sweep of
of Jacob, the goodly land which Moses in rapt | the Mediterranean in front, and the dark chain
vision saw from the heights of Nebo, the land | of the Judean mountains beliind ; but when you
of Rachel and Ruth, the land of David, the | enter the city, you find that the streets are
Shepherd-king of Israel and the inspired min- dirty and narrow, the houses wretched, and the
5"“{‘ of the world, the land of Solomon the people abominable. As soon as you set foot
Wise, of Elijah and Isaiah, the land of Im- upon the sacred soil, everything about you
manuel, the holy fields — ives the assurance that you are treading upon
‘astern ground. While we were waiting 1or the
" O'er whose acres walked those blessed feet, | slow Turkish officials to do their work, we had
Which eighteen hundred years ago were nailed ample opportunity to watch the attitudes, ges-
For our advantage on the bitter cross,” tures, and occupations of the ever-changing
| groups about ns—a multitudinous mass of men,
All steamers and sea-going vessels must | women, and children—Dblack, brown, white;
anchor outside the harbour of Jaffa, the ancient | beasts of burden, camels, horses, and donkeys.
Joppa, the sole seaport of Judea, and all pas- | A4 length we were permitted to enter a carriage,
* Abri " | and  threading our way through the steep,
"T::';:gmcﬁnmﬂ::ﬁ F;’;..’,";’_ ;: l:‘;;," O'ol-;,l.";“‘:,':tw;f 1 narrow, and unsavoury alleys of the old town,
Briggs. Price $1.25, we reached wider and cleaner spaces, and drove

BY THE REV, HUGH JOHNSTON, M. A., B.D,
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rapidly through streets and bazaars to thel
Jerusalem Hotel, which is beautifully located |
amid gardensand sweet-smelling orange groves. |
Before us lay the clear dark-blue of the Medi- ‘
terranean, north and south stretched the long
coast-line of white sand—a noble panorama—
the eye sweeping from Gaza to—

“Where Carmel’s flowery top perfumes [
the skies.”

The first day in the Holy Land is one of the |
greatest events and oue of the grandest mem
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spirited Arab chargers, dashing away ; mule-
teers shouting, excitable Arab servants shriek
ing, yelling, scuffling and scampering along.
We force our way along the crowded thorough-
fave, jostling busy citizens, foreign pilgrims,
camels, mules, donkeys, sheep, goats; running
over women muffled up to the eyes and waddling

| about **like animated bundles of dirty clothes,”

as Lady Brassey has it. Now, our way is
through narrow, shady lanes, bordered by the
richest and most beautiful gardens of orange,
lemon, citron, quince, apricot, plum, and apple
trees. Thesegroves, serurutml from each other
by gigantic cactus hedges, cover an area of

ories in a life-time. It is a realization of the
dreams and longings of many years. What
tumultuous emotions are awakened as we tread
the soil pressed by the feet of God's ancient |
worthies—the feet of patriarchs, and prophets, |
and apostles, yea, by the feet of God’s incarnate
Son! We visited the traditional house of
Simon, the tanner, with whom Peter tarried |

muuyvmiles and load the air with delicious
odours, while here and there—

“The ntatelx'
s

Im-tree lifts its head on hi;
And sprea xl): %(

h,
s feathery plume along thesky.”

After an hour’s ride we reach Ramleh, which

RAMLEH—ANCIENT RAMAH AND ARIMETHEA.

many days after the raising of Dorcas. We
climbed the rude broken stairs to the flat roof,
and as the *“ Great Sea ” stretched in unbroken
expanse before us, we thought how appropriate
a spot for the marvellous vision that was here
vouchsafed to the apostle. In the afternoon we
mount and start for the Holy City. What a
spectacle our cavalcade would have presented
on St. James Street, Montreal, or King Street,
Toronto ! Solemn-looling camels, with long,
slow, steady stride, neck depressed, head
elevated, and carrying tents, bedsteads,
mattrdsses, bedding, linens, carpets, rugs,
tables, provisions, dishes, saucepans, baggage ;
the loaded train stepping to the music of
several cowbells ; donkeys bearing packs, and
bestridden by long-legged Arabs whose toes
almost touch the ground ; horsemen and women,
each with hat or bonnet wrapped in a pugaree
of white muslin, which covers the head and
floats down over the shoulders; dragomen, on

- o . PO

has been identified with the Ramah of the Old
Testament and the Arimathea of the New, the
city of ““Joseph, an honourable counsellor, a
good man, and just,” who *went in boldly
unto Pilate and craved the body of Jesus.” In
the middle ages Ramleh was one of the chief
cities of Palestine, a flourishing and opulent
centre of population, but it is now a wretched
and delapidated place. About a_quarter of a
mile from the town is the Great Tower, an ex-
| quisite specimen of Saracenic art There it
stands, a magnificent square tower like the
famous Giralda of Seville, built of hewn stone,
one hundred and twenty feet high, and stand-
ing in the midst of ruins of great extent. We
\ climbed a flight of narrow and spiral stone steps
| to the top, and obtained a view of surpassing

richness and beauty. All around us stretches
| the Plain of Sharon, and the eye roams from
| Cesarea and Carmel in the north, to Gaza and
| the Desert of Philistia in the south. Westward,
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the waters of the Mediterranean gleam and |
ripple to the verge of the horizon; and to the |
east are the bare blue mountains of .J udea and
Samaria, standing in silent and impressive
grandeur.,  Our camp was pitched to the east of
Ramleh on a green hill-side and close to a foun-
tain of water. The tents are already set up,
looking bright and cheerful and home-like ;
and when we dismounted we found everything,
as by magic, in complete order,

Next morning at 8ix, we were roused by the
beating of a tattoo, and hastily dressing, and
packing our valise, at half-past six we went
into a large tent for breakfast, W hen we came
out there was not a vestige of tents or baggage.
Fverything had been silently taken down and
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memorable day when such a complete victory
was gained over the five Amorite kings,

After a mid-day rest we are called again to
the saddle, and at once enter a steep, narrow,
rocky defile, with rugged bold, barren, rocky
hills on either side. It is the 1 country of
Judea, and the stony summits rises in concen.
tric circles one above another, the naked strata
of dull-gray limestone dreary and monotonous
enough. A death-like stillness and impressive
wildness reigns in these ele vated regions. On we
80, over desolate mountains, through silent, rug-
wed wadies, climbing height after height, often
fearfully precipitous and descending into narrow
and barren defiles, BLEA!

Another tedions climb and we gain the sum

ORIENTAL PrLOUGHI)

folded up by the attendants, while we had been
doing justice to tea and coffee, eggs and omelets,
cutlets and hot chicken, We mounted and rode
away, passing here and there
edges of prickly cacti and pear;
retaining its verdure and fertility, but
gentle slopes towards the
ride along
There i
y little heaps of stones that could

easily be shifted, but ‘‘cursed be he that re-
moveth his neighbour’s landmarks.” The vil-
lage of Kl Kubab is passed, and we reach the

i ill which commands
the Valley of Ajalon over which Joshua com-
manded the sun and moon to stand still on that

| mit of ridge where the view
| sweeping over height

a village with |
the land still | mountains of Judah, Benjumin, and Ephraim,
rising in | Now, for an hour-and-a-half stretch up, steep,
As we |
ghing, ‘\
the | lem.”

| the feet of David’s son and David’s Lor¢

|
a full view of |

I

is magnificent,
after height to the vast
gleaming “waters of the
and catching holy peaks of the

plains, far as the
Mediterranean,

and bleak, and desolate hills,
the mountains ** that are around about Jerusa-
Along this road went David and Solo-
mon in the days of Israel’s glory ; here pressed
: here
poured along company after company of Israel-
ites, on their way to the solemn feasts, through
a hundred generations ;on it trod Roman
legions, with eagles high above them ; and
mailed Crusaders, from every part of Europe,

We are climbing
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dashed along, eager to catch a glimpse of the
sacred city. Now there is no tree or foliage to
shield us from the scorching rays of the sun. |
What barrenness reigns where once was fer-

upon the French mission property in Montreal.
For this purpose Mr. Beaudry will deliver
lectures and solicit subscriptions at as many
places as he may be able. He will speak upon the

tility and great productiveness, for ‘‘Judah | following subjects : —

washed his garments in wine and his clothes in |
the blood of grapes!™ Ah! these hills have
been stripped of their magnificent olive groves,
the terraces have crumbled, and these rough
ray stones, so weary to the eye and so painful

to the feet, give an aspect as sterile and for- | Bible
0 But the | manism in Quever and Ontario.
Canadian Evangelization :—its vital importance,
its history and gratifying statistics, its diffi-
culties, its extent, its needs and {\rns[\ects.

bidding as possibly can be conceived !
outward features of the desolate landscape are
forgotten, for we have reached the summit of
the last hill, and Olivet is in sight. Thereisa
large monastery and other. buildings that ob- |
struct the view.
glimpse of the Sacred City. A little further on
and a line of dim gray battlemented walls ap-
ears ; then turrcts and minarets, and domes
reak upon the tear-filled eyes.

1t is Jeru- | shall go a hearty reception.

Why he became a Protestant—Commendable

Point of Romanism—Romanism and Illiteracy—
-~Romanism and Pauperism—Romanism and
Criminal Statistics—Romanism and Liberty of
Conscience and the Press—Romanism and the

Public Schools—Ro-

Romanis n  and
Also, French

1t is believed that the frank and dispassionate

We are impatient to get a | discussion of these topicswill be highly beneficial
both to the Church and to the community at

large.

We bespeak for Mr. Beaudry wherever he
His interesting

DistaNT VIEW OF JERUSALEM,

salem ! The dreams and longings of a life-time
are fulfilled. ** Our feet shall stand within thy
ates O Jerusalem !” Before us is the Jafla
Jute, and we ride past the citadel of David
into the city of the Great King,
. —— —

French Mission in Montreal.

Uxper the energetic administration of the
Rev. L. N. Beaudry, himself aconverted French
Roman Catholic, a great deal of good has been
accmn}))inhe(l by this mission. From statements
made by Mr. Beaudry it appears that, owing to
circumstances which he cannot control, it is
not likely his connection with our French werk
will continue beyond the present Conference

gear. It was deemed of great importance,
therefore, that before an actual severance took
‘»lace, a special effort should be made to
iquidate the remaining debt, about §5,000,

volume in which he tells the story of his con-
version, has had a large circulation in the
English, and has been translated into Spanish.
Ministers or others, able to help him in the
good work may address him to No. 1 St
Elizabeth Street, Montreal.

el &P e

At the annual New Year gathering of the
Methodist Sunday-schools, held in Montreal on
New Year's Day, the following despatch was
sent to Queen Victoria, Windsor Castle:—
“Three thousand Methodist Sabbath-school
scholars assembled in Montreal, send greetings
this jubilee year.” The following reply was
received to night: * Methodist scholars, Mont-
real. The Queen thanks you for your greetings.
(Signed) Ponsonby.” The reply was read in
James-street Methodist Church to-night, when
the large congregation rose and sang ‘‘God
| save the Queen.”
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Book Notices,

The Hallam Succession, By Mrs,

Barr. Pp. 316,

Few recent writers have attained such popu-
larity as Mrs, A, E, Barr, the author of “Jan
Vedder’s Wife.” This volume is a story of
Methodist life on both sides of the sea It de-
scribes village life und village Methodism in
Yorkshire, and the conflict between pride of
place and humble piety. It describes also
plantation lite in the Southern States, and

i adventure in Texas amid the stirring

ich led to the conquest of New

The book is marked by graphic de-

ption, fine character painting, and earnest

religious spirit. It will benefit both head and

heart of all who read it, It is a volume of 316

pages, handsomely bound. It will be given to

every subscriber of the Guardian, old or new,

post-paid, for the nominal sum of thirty cents 3
full price, $1.00,

Amelia E,

Simon  Holmes, the Carpenter,

Jackson Wray,

No premium books have heen more eagerly
read than Mr, Wray’s formey fascinating stories,
““Nestleton Magna” and * Matthew Mellow-
dew.” The volume now offered is a stirring
story of Yorkshire Methodism, It shows how
the plain village carpenter and Methodist local
preacher, with his shrewd wisdom, his quaint
humor, his saintly piety, brings the Gospel of
salvation to the manor house, and restores the
wandering heir, after unheard-of adventures—
adventures among London thieves, Spanish
brigands, village hers and the like. The
blended pathos and humor of the book will by
turns touch the fountain of tears and of smiles,
It will be read with avidity by both old and
young. It is a volume of 356 pages, illustrated
and handsomely bound. It will be given to
every subscriber to the Methodist Magazine, old
or new, post-paid, for the nominal sum of
thirty-five cents ; full price, $1.25. For either
of these premiums, address Rev. William Briggs,
Toronto; C. W Coates, 3 Bleury Street,
Montreal ; or Rev. 8. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.S.

By Rev. J.

Living Words ; or, Sam P, Jones' Own Book,
Sermons and sayings of the noted Evangelist,
delivered in Toronto and elsewhere ; with
a full account of his life, written by himself,
8vo, pp. 595. Sole authorized edition, To.
ronto: William Briggs. Sold only by agents,
No preacher has ever visited Canada who in

80 short a time has captured so many hearts as

the Rev. Sam P. Jones, Thousands who hung

upon his lips at those wonderful services will
be glad to have these memorials of the preacher

—these verbatim reports of his pungent utter-

ances, of his pithy proverbs and aphorisms,

which pierce the conscience like barbed arrows
that will not be shaken out. This book is en-
riched by an introduction by the Rev. Dr, Potts,

Chairman of theSamJ ones’ Meetings in Toronto,

and by a striking autobiography of the evangel-

ist.
Probably no one since the days of Whitefield
has
Mechanically
manufactured,
paper, clear type,
1s illustrated by a steel engraving of Sam P,
Jones, and g«)m{

Metropolitan Church ~interior and exterior ;
Sam P, Jones’ Cottage Home and Tabernacle,
Carter:

thrilling
bondage of
add to the value of the volume,

Famous Women Series :

studies of the
century did well to include one of Susanna
Wesley,
she will not fall beeind any of those distin-
guished women,
ean, Elizabeth Fr
others previously included
to, studies of her character have been regarded
chiefly or solely her connection with Methodism,
Here she is regarded from an independent,
though sympathetic
claims that in her veins runs Wesley blood, and
she
Wesley,
sake, v
Wesley
into Epworth Rectory,
we learn, was a

read

Wex{ey to her son,
interesting. A remarkable account of the Ep-
worth midnight knocking and apparition of Old
Jeffery is given,

Four New Fatherland Books,
frequent occasion to
merit of the Fatherland Series of

15
——
a strangely checkered life,

His has been

preached the gospel to so many souls,
the book is very handsomely
It is printed on fine toned
and handsomely bound, [t

engravings of Sam W, Small ;

sville, Georgia; Caledonian Rink, To-
strations,

sermons by Sam Small, including the

account of his deliverance from the

drink, and a biographical sketch,

Three

Susanna Wesley, By
Evriza CLarkE. Pp. 301.  Boston : Boberts’
Brothers ; and Methodist Book Rooms: To-
ronto, Montreal, and Halifux, Price $1.25,
The projectors of this series of character
most famous women of the

In all the elements of real greatness

i G l"fl: Eliot, Harriet Martin-
Madame Roland, or any

in the series, Hither-

point of view,

The writer
has had the assistance of a Mr. John
a later kinsman of his illustrious name-
She has also had access to original
papers. We get charming glimpses

Little Charles Wesle s

boy and remarknbl’y

The letters of
‘‘ Dear Jacky,”

lucky
with his h}:tn. Mrs,

are very

We have had
speak of the superior
Sunday-
school libraries. We have here the four
latest additions to this fine series. Their
titles are ‘‘ Heinerle Von Lindelbronn,” 231
pages. $1.00. ““Alli,” 176 pages. 75
cents.  ““‘Betty’s Decision.” 145 pages.
60 cents. ‘“Tannenwiese,” 204 pages,
90 cents. They are issued, handsomely
bound by the Lutheran Publication House,
No. 42 North Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Pa,
They are all by German authors, and treat

German subjects with an inimitable German
happiness and skill,
about a well-told German story that all young
readers will feel, f;

a directness of narratives, a home-feeling
about them that exerts a
friends of the Evangelical
ally, whom we hope
our Church,
delightful stories,

There is a fascination

There is a quaint simplicity,
reculiar charm, Qur

Association, especi-
fore long to inclut& in
will especially appreciate these




The Bible Commentary of the International Sun-
day-school Lessons for 1887. By Rev. Joux
Vincent, D.D., and Rev. J. S. HurLsor,
D.D. 8vo., pp. 208. New York: Phillips
& Hunt; and Methodist Book Rooms:
Toronto, Montreal, and Halifax. Price $1.25.
The series of volumes, of which this is the

latest issue, has become so well known to

thousands of teacher: that it is enough to say
that this book t the high reputati

its predecessors. 1t abounds in maps, cuts and

diagrams. It is a compendious commentary on

the whole of the lessons for the year and em-
bodies the results of the studies of the ablest
biblical scholars.

The New Standard Eclectic Lesson Commentary.
By Isaac ErrerT, Pror. J. W. McGARVEY,
and J. W. Movskr. Standard Publishing

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

school libraries. It is not a distinctively re-
ligious book, but it gives an admirable account
og the most intelligent creature next to man
that God has made. This hugest of beasts has
from the dawn of historic time, been an object
of curious study., The author tells in a popular
way about all that is known of him, of his struc-
ture, habits, intelligence, and other character-
istics. The story of the famous Jumbo is
retold. Poor Jumbo, resisted with all his
might the effort to tear him from his English
home and from his mate, Alice ; and hundreds
of English children wrote to Mr. Barnum im-
})loring him not to take him away. If he had
oreseen the untimely death of Jumbo by a
railway accident near St. Thomas, in Canada,
and the grief—there is no other word—which
his death caused throughout two continents, he
would doubtless have left him at home. The
book abounds in curious stories of rogue
lephants, trick elephants, working elephant

Co., 22 East Ninth Street, Cincinnati 0.

Price §1.00.

This is another book of the same general
character as the last noticed Somewhat
cheaper, but not so well manufactured, with the
exception of the maps, four in number, which are
exceedingly good, of large size, and printed in
colours. An important feature is a manual of
fourteen pages of Sunday-school management,
prepared by P. H. Duncan, late Sumla{-uuhool
evangelist of Kentucky. This is divided into
two parts; rnlntinq to work out of session, and
work in session. 1t is the simplest and most
concise guide to the management of the school,
and thus comes into the hands of every teacher.

Pilgrim Songs for the Sunday School. Edited
by Joux W. Turrs, 4to, 240 pages. Bound
in cloth or boards. Price, boards, 35 cents;
cloth, 45 cents. Congregational Sunday
School and Publishing Society, Boston and
Chicago.

The Editor of this book, Mr. John W Tufts,
is a well known musician, and a composer of
classical attainments. He writes from a stand-
point fully in sympathy with the tastes of
young people, yet with scientific accurac and
with due regard to the range of children’s
voices, Asa director of church music for many
years, he has had unusual experience in adapta-
tion of music to words, and excellence in this
direction is a special feature of the book.
«Pilgrim Songs” contains the best of the old
hymns and tunes; a large proportion of new
material ; special hymns for special occasions.
1t is distinctively a Sunday-school music book.

The Ivory King. A Popular History of the
Elepkant and its Allies. By CHARLES
Freperick Houper., Pp. 330. Illustrated.
New York : Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price

Few studies are so interesting and instructive
as those of natural history. We would like to
see books of solid fact like this take the place
of much of the vapid fiction of our Sunday-

and fighting elepha‘nts, all of which are as. in-
structive as they are interesting. The book has
about a score of full page engravings,

Little Lord Fauntleroy. By Fraxces Hopason
Bourserr. Sq. 8vo. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons. Illustrated. Price $2.

This is one of the most charming books for
young people we ever read. It tells the story
of a little boy, Cedric Errol, born to a lowly
fortune, who unexpectedly becomes heir to a
great estate. He has been carefully trained in
unselfishness and kindness by a wise and lovin
mother. His change of fortune, instead o
n‘:oiling him, brings out the best points of his
character, and onhrﬁen his opportunities of
unselfish kindness. e wins all hearts, but
his chief conquest is that of his stern, hard,
selfish old grandfather, the Earl of Dorin-
court, whose icy nature melts, and whose
crabbed old age fairly blossoms into kindness
through the influence of the love and trust of
the dear little boy. It is a beautiful illustration
of the Scripture, ‘‘A little child shall lead
them.” Unlike most children’s books, this one
has a fine literary style that will be relished by
old as well as young. That accomplished
writer, Mrs. Burnett, has put some of her finest
touches upon it. Little Lord Fauntleroy is
said to be a sketch of her own child. The sto
of such a sweet and noble character will do all
children good. The book is most charmingly
gotten up, and the numerous pictures are
worthy of the accompanying text, which is say-
ing a great deal.

Vick's Floral Quide is by far the handsomest
seed catalogue that is issued in America. It is
handsomely bound, and contains illustrations
enough of flowers and vegetables to make the
amateur gardener crazy. No pains or expense
have been spared in the production of this
volume, and every effort has been made to
render it worthy the reputation of its publisher,
James Vick, Seedsman, Rochester, N.Y.
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SUNDAY

Opening and Closing Services for
First Quarter.,

OPENING SERVICE,
L Silence.
IL. The Doxology.

IIL. Responsive Sentences,

Supt. The Lord that made heaven and earth
bless thee out of Zion,

School. We will bless the Lrd from this time
forth for evermore,

Supt, The eartl is the Lord’s and the fulness
thereof ;

The world, and they that dwell therein,

For he hath founded it upon the seas,

And established it upon the floods,

School. Who shall ascend into the hill of the
Lord?

Or who shall stand in his Im]ylPlace?

Supt. He that hath clean hands and a pure
heart ;

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully,

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord,

And righteousness from the God of his sal-
vation,

School. This is
seek him,

That seek thy face, O Jacob,

IV. Singing,

V. Prayer.

the generation of them that

LESSON SERVICE.

L Class Study of the Lesson,
IL. Singing Lesson Hymn,

IIL. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text,
Outline, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert,

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent,

V. The Supplemental Lesson,

VI. Announcements (especially of the church

services and week-evening prayer-meeting),

CLOSING SERVICE,
L. Singing,
IL. Responsive sentences,

Supt. The Lord make his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee H
School. The Lord lift up his t
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from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead,

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
bmf ; and the life everlasting. _{men,

TTTT— e e —

The Berean Question Books for Senior, Inter-
mediate and Begginers classes, are ag well
arranged as ever. No teacher who has ever
used them would, we think, be without them,
For sale at all our Book Rooms, Price, 20
cents ; or 17 cents each by the dozen.

TaE object of Mr. Daniel Greenleaf Thomp.
son’s article on * Science in Religious Educa-
ion,” in the January number of 7%e Popular
Science Monthly, is to make a plea for giving to
science a more important and essential place in
religious education, in order, among other
things, that ministers, when they come to deal
with scientific (questions, as they often have to
do, may be more fully prepared for the work,

Proressor W, (3, SUMNER, has made a care-
ful study of the question of * What makes the
rich ricﬁ,er and the poor poorer?” and com-
municates the answer to it which he has reached,
through the January number of The Popular
Science Monthly,  His Paper on this subject
will be the first article in that issue,

Tue sales of 7he Century Magazine have gone
up over 30,000 copies in six weeks, since begin-
ning the Life of Lincoln, A second edition of
December number will be issued on the 15th,
A veteran New York publisher predicts that
the permanent edition of the magazine will go
beyond 300,000 before the completion of tﬁe
Lincoln history,

The Pulpit Treasury for Jmnunr)v opens the
year with a bright, solid, s rkling array of
contributions, each one ﬁttetra to instruct, and
all admirably adapted to ¢
the i)rencher for his work, K
is filled with sterling matter. A sermon by
Rev. Dennis Osborne at_the dedication of g
memorial church on the Himalaya Mountains,
with a brief account of the exerci i
day, is of absorbing interest, , $2.50 ;

Single coﬁieu, 25 cents,

Clex}'gymeu. $2.00.
E. k. Treat, Publisher, 771 roadway, New
ork.

WE have received the initial number of 77e
Faithful Witness, a well printed.aemi»monthly

upon
thee, and give thee Ppeace,

III. Dismission,

THE APOSTLES’ CREED,

I'believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, saffered
under Pontius Pilate 3 was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the
dead ; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty ;

Paper of sixteen pages, pub-
ract

city. The editorial contri.
butors are Rev. 8. HV Kellogg, D, D., Rev.
J. H. Brookes, D.D., Rev, athaniel West,
D.D., Pastor Joshua Denovan, and Hon. 8, H.
Blake, Q. C., besides a distinguished list of
occasional contributors, It wilf devote much
attention to missionary matters, and to Chris-
tian conventions and varied aspects of truth,
including prophetic and dj I ional, which
will be dealt with by writers taught of God in
their expositions of his Word. The price is
one dollar a year,

|
lished by 8. R Briggs, of the Willard

Depository in this
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INTERNATIONAL

FIRST QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON VI, LOT'S CHOICE.

rLC 1918,
G 13. 113,  [Commil lo memory verses 8-11.] .
s ——————— 1 And A’bram went up out of
MNEAVEA- | Brgypt, he, and his wife, and all that
W/ he hid, and Lot with bim, into the

T 1T
LOOK UP 2 And A’bram was very rich in

cattle, in silver, and in gold,

8 And he went on his journeys
A from the south even to Beth’-el, unto
the place where his tent had been at
the beginning, between Beth/-el and

Ha't:

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made
there at the first, and there A’bram called on the name
of the LORD,

5 And Lot also, which went with A’bram, had flocks,
and herds, and tents.

6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they
might dwell together: for their substance was great,
80 that they could not dwell together.

7 And ther> was a_strife between the herdmen of
Abram’s cattio and the herdmen of Lot's cattle : and

[Feb. 6.

BIBLE LESSONS.

(Feb. 6.
the Ca’naan-ite and the Per’iz-zite dwelt then in the
jand.

8 And A’bram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I
pray thee, between me and thee, and between wy berd-

1 and thy herdmen ; for we be brethren.

0 Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thy-
self, [ pray thee, from me: if thow wilt take the left
hand, then 1 will go to the right; or if thou depart o
the right hand, then I will go to the left,

10 And Lot lifted up bis eyes, and beheld all the plain
of Jor’dan, that it was well watered -where, be-
fore the Le destroyed Sod’om and ( orrah, cven
as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as
thou comest unto Zo/ar.

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jor‘dan ; and
Lot journeyed ea nd they separated themselves the
one from the othe

12 A’bram dwelt in the land of Ca’naan, and Lot
dwelt in the cities of the plain, and vitehed his tent
toward Sod’om.

13 But the men of Sod’om were wicked and sinners
before the LoD exceedingly.

General Statement,

Abram’s journey to Egypt wne not by

divine command, but from lack of faith in
God. It brought him into contact with the
world, the very dai
had ealled him out of Chaldea; it led him to
deception and selfishnes: aring more for
his own safety than for God's cause, and it
threatened the ruin of the divine pluns.
Better that the servant of God endure hard-
ship on the hills of Canaan than that he be
enervated by the repose of Egypt! He is
driven out of the dangerous land, und re-
turns with humbled heart to his altar at
Beth-¢l. But new dangers arise with world-
ly cares and worldly interests. Riches sep-
arate the two pilgrims, who have passed
through trials together. From the heights
of Betheel, Abram and Lot survey the land
of promise. Upon one side loom up the
mountains, affording a fair support to flocks,
and giving to God's people isolation from
contaminating influences. On the other
side lies the deep valley, with its warm air,
its abundanc vegetation, and its cities, the
abodes of sin. Adversity with God and
prosperity with the world are in the bal-
ance. Lot chooses the latter, descends to
the plain, and pitches his moving tent near-
er and nearer to wicked Sodom. Abram
chooses the kingdom of God and the re-
wards of fait, He dwells alone upon the
mountains, and tinds an abundant recom-
pense in communion with his God.

Explanatory and Practieal Notes,

Verse 1, Abram went up. He was
driven ont of Egypt 08 a re<ult of his decep-
tion in declaring Sarai his wife to be his
gister, He went up, beciuse Eg{lpv. bein|
a lowland country, und Canaan a highland

| PALESTINE
er from which God ¥ THE
TIMES OF THE

?gg: iheb f

it .nmhnbnlﬂ

Kt

i
(B.Jarmy, ,‘

oo A
¢ Jébiaso
yueevires ~ %

>

T
Vi

the _|ouruey is a continual ascent. Out of
Egypt. Thiswasa llourl-hll:r country, and
at that time the most civilized on the earth.
The pyramids had nlmd{ been built, and
the cupital was at Memphis, a little south
of the Delta,  And his wife. She is men-
tioned s the cause of his expulsion from the land. Lot
with him. Lot was Abram's nephew, the son of his
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2. Abram was very rich, Like his d dant
he was a lnccem-ru_l trader, and gained large profit,
the kzypuum- with cattle, and

elder brother, Haran, who died before the
from Chaldee. Into the south, This is the region on
the sonth of Palestine, frequently calied ** the Negeb,"
a plain extending from Hebron to the desert.

P y supplying

the skins and fleeces of his flocks. The Hebrew means,
literally, ** very heavy," which &u, 18 that riches are
apt to'bea burden, In cattle. Under this general

No, 63, Dom
My
For
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term may be included camels, oxen, sheep, and goats,
Silver. Bome are of opinion that in'that u{(e silver was
more scarce, and considered more vuluab €, than gold,
Gold. 1n the form of jewelry and of rin, , Which were
used as currency, s coined money was us yet unknown.
(1) Riches often bring trouble to their owners. (2) Some-
times God Uries his servants by riches, sometimes pov-
erty, yet Abram und Lazarus are equully beloved.,

3. He went on his journeys. That iy, in successive

u8 he found ige for his flocks,

Even to Beth-el. He pursued the northern road, pust

what was afierward Jerusalem, to the site of Bethi-el,
twelve miles north, Hal, A place near Beth-el, loy,

afterward destroyed by Abram's descendants. Josh, 5,

4. The place of the altar. Here Abram had built
an altar, und here he now renews it, It is noteworthy
that Beth-el, ** the house of G0d,” was the seat of
sancluary down to the end of Israelite hll\or‘y‘
@) Worship should have both ils veguluy time and s
regular place. At the first. See Lesson V, verse 8.
It was well for Abram, after his separution from God
in worldly Exygz. to get back to the place of the altar,
(4) Beth-el is bei er{or the soul than . with all its
wealth and ease. Ualled on the name of the Lord,
He renewed his religious services, which may have
been interrupted during his sojourn in Egypt; perhaps
showed penitence for his unbidden Journey, and grati-
tude for deliverance from threatened danger. (5) Worldly

ion is apt to interrupt heavenly communion.

5. Lot also which went with Abram. He was
with him, but the history shows that he w: not in
true fellowship with him. Lot cared more enrth,
and Abram cared more for heaven. Had focks,
(6) God's blessing on the righteous is extended to those
who ure united with them.

6. The land was not able, They moved in a vast
caravan, rpreading over the land for pasturage, con-
suming the natural growth without lanting, and re-
quiring much room, m%eclnlly a8 the land was just re-
covering from a dearth. Could not dwell together,
Matthew Henry says, ** Want and wanderings could not
separute between Abram and Lot; but riches did it,”

7. There was a strife. The land was common,
neither party having ownership; each was eager for
the best pasturage and springs of water; and a colli-
sion v;‘ll wnavol d‘n:‘le. 1(7) e ‘d 1 &oz:

" the o, ny lerests an .
{SL mrgu um/”m- the herdmen,
Such feuds between clans are often noticed by travelers
in the East. The Canasnite. A race of Hamite
origin, mainly settled lu)on the sen-coast plain and in
the Jordan valley. Perizzite. The word means * vil-

closely related; for it is believed that Sarai, Abram's
wife, was Lot's sister. They were unllled by ties of

blood, of marria, , of inlemt. and of religion,

9. The whole land. Abram, as the head of the
family and the heir of the covenunt, possessed the first
rlfhl of choice in the land. but he who has the promises
of God can afford to be generous, ) Teacher, enforce
the lesson of m animity and sucry i'thon
wiit take. " Notice that the one who gave was, after
all, the one who gained,

10. Lot lifted up his eyes. This expression is used
even when standing upon a height, as here at Beth-el he
look aln of Jordan, The

Was fertile plain; but most of

nk thut the Dead Sea waus already

in existence, and that the place referred to is the plain

at the mouth of the Jordan, bounded b, mountains on
the east and west. Well watered, {ly the windin,

the streams flowing into it, and the x rings wlncg

nd at the foot of the mountains, ‘I'his is the first

mention of the Jordan in the Bible, Before the Lord
dest Sodom and Gomorrah, Upon the plain,

» ro{ed
g:»hub y scattered through the valley above the Dend
L were sitnated five cities or villages. Even as the
rden of the Lord. The level plain, green with
Ppasture land, and it with cities, seemed )ik
of the Garden of Eden. Like the land
Where the land wus watered by
thoroughly cultivated d unlike the th y occupied
mountaing of Canaa As thou comest to Zonr.
This was the smallest, and either the neareet of the five
cities. or the must dietant. But Geikie suggests that
may be a misrending for Zoan, which is found in
the Syriac version. This would make the passage refer
still to Egypt, of which Zoan was & frontier town,

11, Lot chose him all lheflnl.. He choee, as
many choose, that which seeme: the most profituble,
regardiess of its moral associations, (10) So men choose
@ pl residence where can make money, even

¢ influence m J»nrnrrol
He_ descended f, to

© n memory
of Egypi.
the Nile, mpulouu and
n
t

be mm:{dlu 3
eas 0 arzm the hei hu’ of Beth-e
the tropical and luxurions Pplain by the river.

13, Abram dwelt In the land of Cana
this choice the descendunts of Abram w.
monntain-people, living upon the hills of Palesti
leaving the pluins by the ses and the river to the heathen
Tuces. Abram chose u'xtrnuon from_the world while
Lot chose fellowship with the world, The cities of the
plain, These were Bodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim,
and Zoar. They may huve been #mall villages, but each
was ruled by h‘:’ own sheik or * king," Formerly they
were d \

lager," and seems to point to a people in
small settlements over the country, They were found
84 late un the time of Ezra, Ezra 0. 1, Dwelt there in
the land. Their presence is mentioned, both

cause of the scarcity of food and as s reason why
Abram and Lo, for their own honor and safety, should
live at peace with each other, (BW s remember that
the o Christians

are before the eyes of the

8. And Abram sald. See in this address the calm-
nem-.. lmlhﬂlly, ener;lwlty, and m'cn :plal of lh:

triurch. As Murphy says, ** He walks in e moral
r:mmpharo of the sgnnon’(:n the Mount.”" Let there
be mostrife, We may almost infer from the tone of
this passage that Lot had begun to take sides with his
servants, We be brethren, “The Hebrews used this
term of all kinsmen; but Abram and Lot were more

P ave pled what is now the south-

ern lagoon of the Dead Sen; but the most recent ex-

poeitors think that they were situated on the north of the

sea. Piltched histeni toward Sodom,

to the ellg with each change in his location. When we

mnlazlia la‘z again he c::d I'wmu not nnr,‘but in Sodom.
w the world ve thelr influence upon

who yield to them.

13. Were wicked, The fertility of the soll made
Nfe , and the warm, enervating climate, with a
crowds po.y‘ulnllon. developed sensunl vice. Sinners
before the Lord, v. Ver., *agninst the Lord.” Yet
Lot stayed among them, e end, greatly to his
loss and even to his ruin. W rich, but he Jost his
riches; bis family were all eorruglod. and he lost for

descendants all share in the lessings of the cove-

and, int
He gre

his
nant,

HOME HEADINGS,
M. Lot's choice. Gen, 18, 1-13,
Tu. Israel's cholce. Josh, 24, 14-28,
W. The evil of strife,  Prov. 17. 1-4,
Th.The law of love. Matt, 5, 3548,
F. The example of love, Phil, 2. 1
3. The beauty of peace, Pea. 133, 1.
8. The Prince of peace. Isa, 40, 8-

GOLDEN TEXT,
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right.
Matt. 6. 83,

LESSON MYMNS,
Ko, 63, Dominion Hymnal,

My Jesus, 1 love thee, I know thou art mine ;
h’rmu-umplmiu-uunlmn :

19, ‘
3. Rom. 12.9-21. |
1.

: No. 60, Dominion Hymnal,
Give up all for Jesus,
Wa:!yohllddlin.

No, 46, Dominion Hymnal,

God has said, ** Forever blessed
Those who seek me in their youth,”

sessions to
make the difference described in our la'%:'.

' PLACES.—Egypt. Deth-el, Hai, Plain of Jordan.
Bodom. Gomorrab. Zoar,
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RULERS,.—Same as previous lesson.
DOCTRINAL SuGaesTioN.—Brotherly love.

QUEST'IONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Abram's Offer,

Whit was Abram's worldly condition on his return
from Egypt ?

What does the possession of much gold and silver
show as to his life in Exi pL?

What common experience does this possession of
property bring to Abram ?

What trait of human nature is showi by the herd-

en ?
What trait of character is shown by Abram's offer ¢
Could this proposition have been influenced h¥ God's
promise to him that ** this land ** should be his
What things show his utter unselfishness ¥
2. Lot's Cholee,
What was Lot's worldly condition at the return from

Bgypt ?
Is there a hint anywhere that possibly Lot was tak-
ing the part of his herdmen ?
hat would that have shown as to the effect of pros-
perity npon him ?
What things influenced Lot's choice ?
‘What does the fact that he made a choice show about

him ¢
What did Lot's cholce necessarily cause ?
Name the alements of character that Lot displayed.
What was the great difference between the two men ?

FPractical Teachings.

To get rickes is 1ot 8o hard as to use them wisely.

Wealth made Lot unfair, ungenerous, unfilial, covet-
ous, willing to leave his best friend, willing to go among
sinners, wholly selfish.

A time to make a decisive choice comes to every one.
Lot's was a sad choice. Have you made yours ? |
. 'll;ho (‘;o;«len Text gives the only safe rule. Will you |

ollow it
Hints for Home Study.
|°':I‘hen-o are three things you should do in studying any |
<o ¢ |

1. Read it; read it again ; read it once more, llo\\l'y. |

2. Put uwni the book, and tell it all over to yourself,

3. Now oncemore to see what you have omitted,

1t you will study every leeson so, both for day-school
and Sunday-school, you will learn more easily and bet-
ter. Try it on this lesson.

4, Find five characteristics of Abram suggested by

this lesson.
5. Repeat alone all the Golden Texts of these six

ns.
6. Is the occupation of mining suggested here ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Abram's Offer.
‘Why had Abram gone to Egypt?
‘What journey did he now make?
‘What shows Abram’s prosperity?
To what place of former residence did he go?
What memorial of his former visit did he find?
‘What possessions had Lot?
What trouble grew out of the wealth of the two men?
What strife arose?
‘What plea for peace did Abram make?
‘What was his offer to Lot?
2. Lot's Cholee,
W hat portion of the country did Lot choose?
Whint advantages did it possesst
To what is it likened?
Where did Abram dwell?
Near what city did Lot settle?
What was the character of his neighbors?
What effect had this evil association upon Lot?
2 Pet. 2. 8.
’lro v‘r/h;t wise choice does the Golden Text coun-
sel us?
Teachings of the Lesson,
What teaching do we here find concerning—
1. The duty of devotion ?
2, The wise way to settle quarrels?
3. The dunger of great riches ?

Hints for Home Study.

Search out all the Bible incidents which are connected

with Beth-el,
Lenrn how many times trouble sent Abram or his de-

scendants to Egypt.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

‘Where did Abram go when he came back from Egypt
to Canaan ! 'T'o Beth-el,

Who was with him ¢ Lot, his nephew.

What had God given them ¢ Great riches.

What formed a purt of their riches ¥ Large flocks
of wheep and goats,

Who had a quarrel about the land # The servants,
who took care of the sheep and goats,

Why did they quarrel cause each wanted the
best land for their flocks,

What did Abram say to Lot ?
strife between us.”

What did he tell him todo ? To take all the land
he wanted,

What more did he give him? The first cholce of
the land,

Why was_Abram_so kind and generous to Lot?
He said, * We are brothers.”

What did Lot choose for his share? The well-
watered plain of Jordan.

Why did he choose it ¥ He saw it was the best

part of the land,
What did this show Lot to be? Selfish and

worldly.
Who offers to share his inheritance withus ¢ Jesus,
the Son and heir ol 3
What does he call himsel( ? Our Brother.
What does he tell us to choose ! (Repeat the Golden

Text.)
Words with Little People,
Do you ever choose the best places *
Do you think of others or ioursell first ¢
Which did Jesus, our Brother, do ?
“In honor preferring one another.”

“ Let there be no

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. To what land was Abram driven by a famine?
To the land of Egypt.

2. Where did he return from Egypt? To the land
of Canaan,

3. What did Abram give to his nephew Lot? The
cholce of the land,

4, What did this show?
natare,

5. What choice are we bidden in the Golden Text to
make? * Seek ye,” etc.

A noble, generous

TEXTS AT CHURCH.
Morning Texl......coossessssassssnsssans
Evening Texl....ocoveviinn etesasasesetsesanabee sonste

| ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL 0"/TLI
‘ The Two Paths,

| 1. ABran's Patn,
| 1. Prayer. * Called on....Lord." v. 4.
“ Becanse he hath inclined his ear.” Psa. 112 2.
| 2. Peace. ** Benostrife.” v.8.
+ Blessed are the peace-makers.” Matt. 5. 9.
3. Generosity. ** Land before thee.” v. 9.
“In honor preferring one another." Rom. 12. 10.
4, Self-denial, * Iwill go." v.9.
“Let him deny himself."" Luke 9. 23,
5. Separation from world, *‘ Canaan.” v. 12.
“ Be ye separate....my sons." 2 Cor, 6. 18.
I1. Lor’s Parn,
1. Worldly desire, * Beheld....plain." v. 10.
“Love not the world." 1 John 2. 15.
2. Worldly choice. * Chose....plain." v. 11,
‘annot serve God and mammon.” Matt. 6. 24.
3. Worldly Association, ** Toward Sodom." v. 12,
* Friendship of the world is enmity.” Jas. 4. 4.
4. Worldly danger. * Wicked and sinners.” v. 13
* Evil communications corrupt.” 1 Cor. 15. 33.
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THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE,
Tests of Fidelity to God,

1. Abram’s faith and loyulty to God were tested by
the fuscinations and allurements of Egypt. What

Egypt was to him the world is to us. v, 1,

2. Abram was tried by the possession of riches,
which endangered his communion with God, But we
notice that though rich he muintained his altar of wor-
ship and his nobility of character, v, 24,

3. He was tested, as we are, by the conflict of in-
terests with his brother-man and fellow-worshiper of
God. Too often these influences lead to hard feelings
and to open quarrels. Abram overcame them by gen-
erous ncts, v, 5-7.

4. He was tested by the presence of the wicked peo-
ple around him, The Canaanites were around Abram;
the Sodomites were around Lot; but notice that one
retained his independence, the other yielded to evil infly-
ence. v, 7-12.

8. His faith was tested by the seeming prosperity and
advantage of the wicked over the good, ** Fuithful
Abram upon the barren mountain; flthy Sodomites in
a froitful plain." So the psulmist's faith was tried.
Psa. 73, Yet Abram trusted God, and found that God
was indeed his friend, for the success of the wicked
was short, and his own honors were enduring, v. 12, 13,

Berean Methods,

Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Give a brief but careful account of Abram's history in
Egypt, showing how distrust of God leads to falsehood
and to evil... . Why was it better for Abram to live in
Canaan than in Egypt?... Trace his journeys as shown
in this lesson, and draw the map to illustrate them, lo-
cating Egypt, Beth-el, the Jordan, Dead Sea, ete....
Show what the lesson teaches about riches : 1.) They
give care ; 2.) They breed discord i 3.) They cause self-
®hness; 4.) They draw into evil association. ... We
may draw two paths diverging from a point ; one the
pathof God's service, the other the path of worldly in-
terest. Abram chose one path, Lot the other, Note in
the Analytical and Biblical Outline the traits shown in
each choice. The teacher may anticipate the after his-
tory, and show the results of the choice to both Abram
and Lot...,The lesson shows five ways in which
Abram’s character was tested, and how he stood the
trial in each, (See Thoughts for Yonng People.)

References. Frepman's HAND-BooK. Vers, 2,5:
Pastoral wealth, 402,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
0. Is then the soul of man created to live forever?
It is immortal, and will not die a8 the body dies,
Ecclesinstes xii. 7. Then shall the dust return to the

<arth as it was : and the spirit shall,return unto God who
gave it,

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Trovenr. Pullig God First, Print in
large letters, ““Duty," * Pleasure." Talk about duty;
show that it is the right way, or God's way, for us,
As you talk, outline a path running out from the word
duty, With brown ecrayon put in something to repre-
sent stones here and there—some very large, others
small, Explain that the right way often has rough
Places in it, and tell story of a child who told the truth
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atthe risk of punishment, in contrast with one who
evaded the truth, and suffered more in the end. Make
path running out from word pleasure, and with bright
crayons put in something to represent flowers. Tell that
this is the way the Ppath looks to us, but if it is not the
path God wants us to walk in the flowers turn to thorns
In our hands, Call for Golden Text, e laining that
sceking first the kingdom of God me 18 doing the
right thing, or walking in the path of duty,

Tell that our lesson to-duy dhows us two men, one of
whom followed duty, the other pleasure,

Print “Abram,” and review last lesson. Which
way did Abram choose, when God told him to leave his
pleasant home and B0 10 a strange land of which he
knew nothing ¢ See if children understand that it was
his duty to go, because God called him. How may we
know what duty is for us ¥ Teach that God speaks to
us in his word, und through those who teach us God's
word,

Print “Lot." Tell who he was, and why he went
into the land of Canaan, Both Abram and Lot had
greut flocks of sheep and Roats, and herds of cattle
and camels, When they went to live in a place called
Beth-el in the land of Canaan, there was not room
for ull these great flocks aud herds, and Abram told
Lot to choose what part of the #and he would take
for hiis own. God had given this land to Abram, and he
teid Lot to take the first choice, and live just where he
Ppleased,

Abram and Lot looked off
atthe beautiful land. Abram
looked out of kind, gener-
ous eyes, and Lot out of
sellish eyes, There lay the
rich plain of Jordan, and Lot
chose that, not because he
thought he could best serve
God there, but because it
looked 80 pleasant. You see

he was looking at the flowers in the path of pleasure,
He knew that the wicked city of Sodom was in this
Pplain, but he put his ows choice first, not God's choice,

Make a croes, and talk about the choice Jesus made

for our sakes, Which path do we choose ¢

Blackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, E8Q.
SEE

THE BEST
A/o D Lor's Choice.

ANGER|

WHAT |
ALWAY S

FOR THE SOuL
FOR THE BODY.

|

DirEctioNs vor coron, Draw the words, “Seek the
best,” with red chalk. When the letters are finished
take yellow chalk and shade them. Muke the border
of light blue, The sentence, ** Avoid Lot's Choice,"
should be the most prominent feature, Draw it with
white chalk. Be careful to have the words that are
opposite ** The Best" directly on a line, 8o that they
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will rend thus: * What is the best for the soul is the
best for the body.” The sign at the bottom of the
board shows that there is danger in the companionship
of evil men, The spider's web symbolizes the net or
web of evil that entangles the one who seeks this place
of dunger. Draw the sign with brown chalk and red
lotters.
Lesson Word-Plctures.

Flocks and herds as fir as one can see, all slowly
moving ap from Egypt into the land of the south—
flocks and herds, bleating, lowing, crowding, pushing,
 vast uneasy mass of four-footed travelers. There are
two distinet flocks under two distinct owners. One
bas halted around Beth-el, beautiful Beth-el, where
Abram once worshiped before, its ussociutione
rising up like the blue hill-tops that touch heaven.
In the midst of his encampment once more rises the
altar, and Abram bows before his God. Once more
the purple smoke of sacrifice drifts upward and earth
touches heaven. Old memories return to him, how he
called upon God here in this very spot, and his soul
went out to meet and be encompassed by the great
Jehovah, Here Abram and Lot would halt. They are
spreading out now over the land, that vast four-footed
company, over the bleak hills, down into the rich shel-

himery. * Take the first choice of theland. Goright,go
left, and 1 will take what you leave." And Lot=he
has gone up with his grasping, greedy spirit to some
high point to view the land. What # fascinating sweep:
of plain and mountain, field and town, vineyard and
river! To west and north-west rise the heights of
Mount Ephraim, and in the north can one see those
twin summits of Ebal and Gerizim? Looking in an
easterly direction, Lot must have beheld the steep,
rocky slopes of Mount Quarantana (ns we know it).
In the south, other heights lifted toward the sky their
burden of cliff or forest, and could the highlands of
Salem here be seen, throwing their rampart of blue
along the horizon * But what particularly detains the
eyes and engages the affections of Lot ? It is that rich
plain, like the garden of the Lord, down through which
races the quick-footed Jordan. What pasturuge for the:
hungry flocks! What water for their thirst ! “ I wiy
take—all that," Lot ir saying, and #oon his flocks and’
herds are broweing amid the juicy Lerbage of that
stretching plain. Abram's creatures are grazing
where they may, back in Canaan, but Beth-el is there,
and God is there. Stand now in the door of Lot's tent,
and Jook off to the south, See the walls and towers of
Sodom. Do not enter its gutes even in thought. Vile
are its habite, polluted its people. Hark! Already
one seems to hear beneath the ground the rumblings of

tered valleys, But how the herdmen quarrel! With

the nolse of the bleating and the lowing, what sounds approaching judgment, and the rkies above Sodom
of scolding and brawling rise up into the ears of | blucken with the wrath of an awful day of God. Lot
Abram ! * Jt must not be ! he says, loving, generous, Dhas chosen all the plain of Jordan, and pitched his tent
peace-making man. *‘ Choose, Lot 1" we seem to hear | toward Sodom !

—t

| Commit t
and sad, Look now toward

soalhnll thy seed

Lorp that
the Chal-dee#’, to give thee thi
8 And he said,

1 'th“ inherit i

and to inherit it.

LESSON VII. GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABRAM.

Lord Gop, whereby shall I know that

t ?
nd he *aid unto him, Take me a heifer of three | yet full.
mold, and a she goat of three years old, and A ram 17 And it came to pass.

[Feb. 13.
12 And when the sun wae going down, a deep sleep

0 memory verres 5-7.)
5 And he brought him forth abroad, | fell upon A’bram; and, lo, & horror of greut darkness
heaven, | fell nnn him.
and tell the stars, if thou be ableto | 18 And he #aid unto A’bram, Enow of a -urely'
of

number them: and hesaid unto him,

that thy seed shall be a strunger in a land that is n
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them

be.
And he believed in the Lomp; | four hund
and he counted it to him for right-

eonsness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the | substance
l.m;n‘m thee ont of Ur of
&

red years;
14 And ullo’tlm nation, whom they shall serve, will
T judge: and afterward ehall they come out with great

15 And thon shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thow
shalt be buried in & old age.

16 But in the fourth generation they shall come
hither again: for the iniquity of the Am’o-rites is not

that, when the sun went down,

ree years old, and a turtle-dove, and & young | and it was dark, behold smoking furnace, and a burn-

P

the midst, and laid each piece one against another: bu

the birds divided he not.

0 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in

ing lamp that passed between those pieces.

8 In that same day the LORD made a covenant with
t | A/bram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land,
from thu":l.v.er of E’gypt unto the great river, the river

'And when the fowls came down upon the car- Eu-phra

casses, A’bram drove them away.

General Statement.
After Abram's generous treatment of Lot, he lived | Salem, and received from him God's blessing. After

in pence for several years, making his home upon the

this God gave to Abram a new and clearer revelation
the

hills of southern Canaan, near the city of Hebron. At | of the future. g to the P

this time the land was invaded by an army from Elam, | starry host, God promised that his descendants should
on the eastern shore of the lower Tigris, a Jand which | equal them in number, and as the token of his promise-
then aspired to empire over the east. The Elamites | made a formal covenant with him. By divine direction
approached from the south, and carried awny the in- | Abram slew several kinds of nnimals und birds, divided
habitants and booty of the cities in the plain, among them asunder and arranged them on opposite sides of

them Lot and his family. Abram heard of his relative’

s | a path. At night a fire and a cloud passed between the

misfortune, gathered his slaves and friends, and pur- | pieces, and Abram's spirit met God. The promise was
sued the invaders. He defeated them In a night at- repeated and made more specific, even to the predic-

tack, rescued the prisoners, and restored the plunder.

tion of the sojourn and enslavement in Egypt, the exo-

On nis return he met Melchizedek, the priest-king of | dus, and the conquest of Palestine.

Explanatory and Practical Notes,
Verse 5, Hebrought him forth. God called Abram | stars, To Noah the rainbow had been given as a
to go out from his tent nunder the starry sky. Tell the | token;; to Abram the countless stars were thown as
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illustrative of God's abundant promise. So thy | vision of the previous night. A deep sleep fell, Not
seed be. Abram, a childless man of nearly ning un ordinary slumber, but a trance, in which the spir-
years, recelvee the promise that his descendants shull Itual man i3 lifted to'a peculi stute of receptivity to

outnumber the vsible stars, ’l‘henumlnxly impossible | divine impressions. A" horror of great darkness,

prediction has been fulfilled; the nutury) descendants Literally, **a horror, a great darkness :" meaning a

of Abrahum, the Jews and Arnbians, number many Fu/:uhlr awe und solemnity of l.(l:e ;plrll. @) Ltisno
igh sod.

millions, and his spiritual children, the believers in L matler for men (o meet with
Christ, many millions more. 13. Thy -”df"'." be a '"'""f’ The divine
ama: {orashuuowulgn of the destiny of Abram's seed became
Iru.r;n I:n":h"lz:::-' ..E’::,:P-Tn l,';"',,lo:tr;:oh""h (’:r' more defluite. The promise is not to be realized at
confldence. The statement meuns that he accepted | once. but is delayed until the chosen family shall be
God's promise, and relied upon it, without a8 yet u | Bchooled into prepuration, and until the ven
sign of its fulfillment. (1) And shall not we trust ‘s | haaven Nllmll (M|ll ng«m lh: um.'udl':' :ueu of
word, atlested asit has been by the ex, of ail | Egypt. Ina . that ¥ ""“h" o
tains? Mo counted it. God suw his fuith und gavs it | the sojourn in &ypt. Four hundred years. .One
cognition. (2) God marks and konors each apark of | Class of commentators dute the beginning of the four
;;rw. in u human heart. For righteousness, God re- | centuries from the birth of Isauc; another, from the
karded Abram as u righteons mun, not becuuse of the | Roing down of Jacob's fumily to Egypt. This requires
gooadness of his character, but because of the sincerity A addition of two hundred years to the ordinary
and strength of his fuith.” And while his fuith in Gol chronology ; but it gives time for the Increase of
waa accepted as righteoueness, it tended 1lso toward | the Israelites from seventy persons to two millions,
righteousness of churacter. (3) We ars ed, like | () Notice that adversity as well s prosperity is a part
oraham, not for our works, but for ourfaith; but a | O God's plan.
trus faith will inspire righteous works. Jl]. win Ijudlse. AS relrllc,llnu of the plagnes
Wwhich came upon zypt. all they come out, -
7. He sald. How God spoke we know not ; Per- | glled in the exodus from Egy q
s d Yt under Moses, With
e e o LS (A SO | g eruien T uader, oF by el
wouid show Abram that hix entire life had been under ;3: ',;?"ER';M“ v'l‘-m_'f“_::;":o :;‘Of,:'lrh:‘:l :""f‘:‘:_ c;fx':;:;.-
a divine guidunce. (4) We are bdrﬂ led by the same un- sation for their unpaid labor in Egypt
gring hand that divected the father of the aithful. s
r of the Chald . A city south of the Eu : 18. Thou shalt go to thy fathers, Not to the
pver, and abont midway between Babylon and the guave, for Abrahum was buried far from the se ulchers
Persian Gulf. 1t was one of the earljest upitals of the | Of his uncestors; but to the place of departe Apirits,
Chaldean empire ; but ix now a heap of ruins, known | where the kouls of his futhers were Awaiting him,
-as Mugheir. 'To give thee this land. The land of | (9) Notice the hlntq/lmmor[alily in the Old Testament.
Canaan, in which his tent was then pitched, but as o | A good old age. Abraham lived to be one Lundred
wanderer only, with no settled abode; while the ter- | and eighty-five years old,
ritory was alveady preoccupied by other races who were 16. In the fourth generation, “The fourth nge;
building cities, not precisely four four times the
8. Whereby shall I know. The question did not | length of a man's life, J far from a hun.
spring from luck of fuith, but from & Jesire to receive | dred years. The Amorit These were the most
a visible sign, which should at once confirm his own Imlmrmnl of the races inhabiting the mountains of
trust, and he w memoriul for believers in ufter ages, | Palestine, as the Canuanites were the most important
(5) Z'vuefuith seaks an increase. on the 'Iu\\lulluh}, I\ﬁl vet fullll.' God llmw that by the
¢ time when the Isruelites Would be ready to occupy the
9. And he said. God guve to Abram a covenant in land of Canann its eurlier possessors would have
(h:’g‘"fulr(:!“:;r (‘:;merr:.‘-l.‘llil“mlll“rlw:’rwrébr I;I:';ﬁ.).'“;""‘"‘l’ll." fllled up the cup of their crime and be ready for
:Ill(l birds here named, y'wena those nsed in sacrifice, “l“;,""m.lu.':in(;z’”('m;N ”.;7,’” & mercy to one nation
and were all domestie, associated with man, and used | 44 8word of justice to another.
for food, OF three years old, The age of maturity 17, A smoking furnace, and o burning lamp,
and perfection, Rev. Ver, *“n flaming tnrch."“ !;nnlmh of the divine
10. Divided them, Ty order to make an agreement | Presence, such as was seen 'y Moses in the burning
Siviagtemn and bindin, sacrificial animals were slajn, | Dush. Passed betwenn hos plecen. And perhaps
divided a-under, and laid on either side of u path, | In passing consumed them, us the token of a ratified
where the t ties to the covenant met. joined | covenant.
mutial promises, Birds divided 18. A covenant. An ngreement or mutual prom-
e were two of each kind, one was laid | jse of merey upon one hand and fidelity on the other,
opposite the other River of B\ ome think that this refers to the
ol prem sl fowls camo down, Rev. Ver. o tyg | Wudy el Arish, o s ohers."that 1t mesm e
birds of prey;™ as the vulture and the eagle, which in " wider prefernbie, Euphrates, “The
S Fast aro '.;‘",f‘."“:‘('," "'lr“.','r,f"" ,f,"‘t'“l"'y'ke“l","“ | great river of western Axin, The promise means that
:1!'1:‘!'i’)‘l'?lt"4vn“ll.\ l}::m:" (UI)E '}:/“II; :/;/u‘/ll‘f‘/:v ‘:l‘lil'ﬂ"ﬂ "':',l' | "I‘I'rlm" 0} <|r|-m~nn«l:vm~ :xhqu‘tl r|||lv' from l:ueéuulh bor-
M 5 o . | dering on the Nile to t 10s¢ hordering on the Enphrates,
40 unclean and “j“"-’rllj_ll;/u;"urlhlﬂ which hinder the sout | 1°\I% O thel for only u_brief period during the ||y
Fromfult communion with God, 13 but it might have been gnined
12, The sun was &going down, The preparation | sooner and held longer had Israel's faith been equal to
b q
for the covenant oceupied an entire day, alter the | God's promise,
= R
HOME READINGS, No. 76, Dominion Hymnal.
M. The covenant with Abram. Gen, 15, 1-18, Take my life and let it be
7u."The faith of Ahraham, Rom. 4, 1-13, Consecrated, Lord, to thee,

IV "I'he children of Abraham. Gul. 3, 1-12,
7h. The power of faith, Matt. 17, 1 A No. 86, Dominion Hymnal,
F. The rewnrd of faith, John 6, 2547
§ The blesseduess of fuith. Psa, 105 1-15, Tam thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
8. The requirement of fuith, John 12, 85-50. And it told thy love to me,
GOLDEN TEXT. TIME. 1013 B. C.

enr not, Abram: | am thy shield, and thy ex. PLACE.—Abram’s home near Hebron,
ceeding great re d.  Gen. 15, 1, Same as in last lesson,

LESSON HYMNS, DocrriNaL SuGGEsSTION.—Justifieation by faith.

Ko 72, Dominion Hymnal, QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
O happy day that fixed my cholce 1. A Vision,
d Wiat confirmation of the assertions of modern as-
Oa tres, iny Bariour sa &y Godt tronomy regarding the stars is hinted at in our lesson ?
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When did the ceremony which our lesson narrates '
in, day or night ¥

How long did it last ?

What vision was shown to Abram ?

How was the prophecy of this vision fulfilled ¥
2. A Covenant,

What was the ancient manner of confirming a cove-
nant?

How many parties must there be to a covenant ?

How many parties were there to this covenaut?

How was God represeuted?

In what other instances did he appear represented by

firet

What was Abram's pledge in this covenant?

What did God pledge himself to perform for Abram ?

When was the pledge fulfilled ?

Practical Teachings.

God made a covenant with Abram in the blood of a
ll;eife;. a ramy and two birds, Abram accepted and be-

eved.,

God has made a covenant with us in the blood cf his
Son. Have we accepted ?

Abram’s faith was very great,

He owned no foot of land.

He wag an old man.

God promised the whole land and a countless offspring
of his very own, He believed.,

We have more, vastly more, than Abram. Have we
believed ?

Hints for Home Stady.

1. Study carefully all that had happened since the
last lesson.

2. Find all you can as to the way covenants or agree-
ments have been made by other nations.

3. Make a word-picture of this whole scene ; count-
ing the stars ; slaying the sacrifice ; arranging the pieces
of the victims ; beating off the birds of prey; overcome
with fatigue, asleep ; the furnace and lamp.

4. Write the story of Abram from the beginning to
this event of his iife.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. A Vision,

What promise was renewed to Abram about his
posterity ¥

What was the result of Abram’s faith ¢

What was God's purpose in calling him from his own

country
What sacrifice was he directed to offer ?
How did he arrunge his sacrifice *
‘What shows his care for his offering to God ?
‘What happened to him near sunset ¥
ord ;\'hnz sorrow to his descendants was he as-
sure
‘What promise of deliverance was given to him ¥
How long was the captivity to last ¥
‘What reason wag given for its long continuance ¥
What was said of Abram's long life ¥
2. A Covenant,
What is a covenant ?
When did the Lord make a covenant with Abram ?
What was promised to him ¥
Who are the true heirs of that covenan@ Acts 3. 25.
What did God promise to be to Abram ? (See Gold-

en Text.)
‘What country, better than Canaan, did Abrum ex-
pect for himself ¥ Heb, 11. 10,

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where are we taught in this lesson—
1. That God demands faith #
2. That God encourages faith ?
8. Thut God rewards fuith ¥
‘  Hints for Home Study.

Learn when God made another covenant with Abram.
‘Throngh whut one of Abram's descendants have all
nations been blessed ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
Who spoke to Abram in a vision by night? The

Lord,

What did he say to him ? (Repeat the Golden Text.)

What did he tell him to do ¥ To look up and count
the siars?

Whom did the Lord compare with them ¢ Abram's
descendants,

What was his promise to him ? 8o shall thy seed

Did Abram believe God? He did, and God blessed
him for his faith.

What did God direct Abram to prepare ¥ The offer-
ings for the covenant,

What is a covenant? A solemn promise or agrees

ment.
| How long did Ab:am watch by the offerings when they
a:

were ready ? ¥.
What hnpre"ed when' the sun was going down? A
m.

dr‘e‘r sleep fell upon h
hat else ? A great darkness and terror

Who 1:rpenred in the darkness ¥ The o

What did he make with Abram ? A promise that his-
seed should possess Canaan.

What then passed between the piecee of the offering?
A smoking farnace and a burning lamp,

Of what were these asign ¥ Of God's presence,

Of what was God's presence a sign ¢ That he would
faithfully keep his covenant with Abram,

Words with Little People.
Christ is the offering slain in God's covenant with You.
For 118 SAKE he promises to forgive all your sins,
He promises to accept you as his child,
He promises to give you the heavenly Canaan,
“ And he is faithful that promised.”

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
F [For the entire school.]

1. What did God say to Abram in the Golden Text ¢
“ Fear not,” etc.

2. How great did God promise that Abram’s seed
ghould be ¥ As many as the stars.

3. What was God's covenant with Abram concern-
Inshll geed ¢ To give them the land of Canaan,

. How did Abram receive God's promise ¥ He be-

lieved in the Lord.

5. How may we be the children of Abram ? By be-
lieving God's word.

TEXTS AT CHURCH.
Morning Text......
Evening Text............

TICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Covenant.

I. A PersoNAL COVENANT.
1. He brought him forth abroad. v. 5.
“To Abraham. ... were the promiges." Gal 8. 16.
2. The Lord....a covenant....Abram. v.18.
“Blessing of Abraham....on the Gentiles." Gal.
2.4,
II. A CovENANT OF GRACE.
1, Tell the stars, if thou be able. v ..
“ So many s the sturs,” Heb, 11. 12,
2. So shall thy seed be. v. 5.
“As the stars. ...for multitude.” Deat. 10. 22.
1T1. A Covenant oF Farrn,
1. He believed in the Lord. v. 6.
“Staggered not at the promise.” Rom. 4. 20.
2. Counted it ...for righteousness. v. 6.
“Called the friend of God." Jamee 2. 23,
1V. A Symporizen COVENANT,
1. Whereby shall I know ?
“Show me a sign." Judg. 6, 17,
2. Take me a heifer, etc. v. 9.
 Bring your offering of the eattle." Lev. 1. 3.
3. Divided them in the midst. v. 10.
“They cut the calf in twain." Jer. 34, 18, 20.
4, Smoking furnace....burning lamp. v. 17.
“Our God i< n consuming fire.”” Heb, 12. 29,
V. A Covenaxt oF Promise.
1. Thy seed shall be a stronger. v. 13,
“'The sojourning....of Ierael.” Exod. 12. 40.
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2. That nation. ..

will I judge. v, 14,

Signs and wonders.....upon Egypt.” Deat,. 6. 22,
3. Come out with great substance, v, 14,
Exod, 12. 36,
18,

*They spoiled the Egyptiuns,
4. Unto thy seed....this land. A
This is the lund.” Deut, 34. 4.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Children of Abraham,

1. The true children of Abrahum are all who show
Abram’s faith in God's promise, and they are more ny-
merous than the stars, for wherever there is a believer
Abraham has a child. v, 5, 6,

2. The children of Abruham are teckoned as right-
eous by God, not because of their natural goodness, but
because of their faith. Not by worke, but by faith, we
ure saved. v, 6,

3. The children of Abraham are like their father, un-
der God's especial care, and led by his hand, What a
privilege to feel that God watches over us!v,7,

4. The children of Abraham can enjoy personal com-
munion with God. We need noslain beasts nor 8prink-
led blood, for the great Sucrifice hug been rendered, and
through it we can come to God. v, 8-12,

8. 'Uhe children of Abraham must expect adversity
and trial, for they need it. Just as the Israelites re.
quired the discipline of the sojourn to fit them for their
promised land, so do we. v. 13, 14,

6. The children of Abraham, notwithstanding their
trials, are sure of u goodly heritage. They have Canaan
in eight, and will yet enjoy it. v, 15-18,

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

Find in the lesson the subjects for three word-pict-
ures, which may be presented in opening the leeson :
1.) The Starry Host ; 2.) The Divided Sacrifice ; 8.) The
Furnace and the Lamp. ..The covenant : 1.) What it
promised on God's part ; 2) What it required on
Abram’s part....Abram's faith : 1) Its difficulties, his
age, childl , ete.; 2.) Itseh trong, direct,
prayerful, ete. ; 8.) Its resulté—to Abram, to his de-

-Call for examples of faith from other parts

- Who are now the inheritors of this cov-
enaut? (See Thoughts for Young People ). ... Notice
how completely the promise in the covenant was
fulfilled,

References, FREEMAN. Ver, 10: Cutting the cove-
nant, 551, Ver. 6 : The burning lamp, 6.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
7. What is the other part of man?
His body, which is flesh and blood, and will die,

Matthew x, 23. Be not afraid of them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul.

Primary and Intermediate,

Lesson ‘Cuovenr. 7he Promise-keeping God. Ask
how many children have had promises made to them §
By whom # Are promises ever broken? Do we ever
make promiges ¥ Are we always able to keep them ¢
By question and illustration or anecdote, bring out the
truth that there is but One who can always be trusted
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' to keep his promises, and that One is the great loving

and powerful God. To be tanght: 1.) God leads his
children. 2) God talks with his children, 8.) God
mukes promises to his children,

1. Abram was one of God's children, God led Abram
into the land of Canuan. He had led him to Beth-el,
and then to Hebron, and now the Lord came to him in
a vision, and he led him out where he could look up at
the great eky full of twinkling lights. Notice that God
did not lead Abram to a Pplace where he must look dow n;
God leads his children to look up. Itwas Sutan, you
remember, who wanted Jesus to look down. Remem-
ber that God's leading 1s always up—Sutan's down.

2. God not only leads his
children, but he tulks to
them. Abram had at this
time no child, and yet God
had told him that he would
make of him a great nation
Abram did not see how this
could be, but he knew that
God knew all about it, and
80 he asked him. Then God

told him to look up and eee if he was able to count the
stars. and he said to him, 8o shallthy seed be.” This
meant that in the time to come Abram should have as
many descendunts as there were sturs in the sky.
Even now Abram could not see how this could be, but
he believed God, and God Wwas pleased to see his faith,
God would talk much more with us if we would Just
believe him as Abram did,

8. In these dnys, when men make solemn promises to
one another they make a written contract and «ign
their names to it. But in Abram's time they killed a
lamb, cut it in two pleces, and walked together between
them. This was called a covenant. God told Abram
to kill gome animals, and make all things ready. Then
in the night time God came and Abram saw a smoking
furnace and a burning lamp that paseed between the
pleces, and this wae the sign of God's presence, 8o God
made his covenant with Abram to give him the land of
Canaan, and Abram believed God. God has made a
greater covenant with us, and he has sent Jesus as the
sign of his presence. His covenant promises us the
heavenly Canaan, if we will simply, as Abram did, be-
believe God. Will we?

Lesson Word Pictares,

Tt is in the right-time, Labor has ceased around the
tents of Abram. The flocke are gathered into shel-
tered folds, or sleep in the flelds watched by their
vigilant keepers, Some bleating lamb seeks its mother,
or a shepherd warns away a prowling wolf, but other-
wise all is etill, In the midst of the silence, a voice
arouses Abram from sleep. Did some one call him?
He could not be mistaken. Tt js the voice of the Lord
#peaking, then summoning him forth i the mysterions
voice that called him out of Haran, Urged by this
heavenly impulse, he steps to the door of his tent, and
looks ont. How cool the night-air! How still, how
solitary! All familiar objeets helow are blotted ont in
the blackness of the night. Bt how the etars flash!
A world in shadow below, but above, a golden day
seems to have stamped the heavens with its shining
foot-prints, Look up, Abram, look up! God is telling
him to number the stars. There he stands, his face
turned toward the heavens brilliant with clusters and
single stars, with “Pleiades " and * Orion," “Maz.
zaroth " and * Arcturns "—y shining host marching in
silence through the sky until the gates of n new morn-
ing shall close upon them and hide them. Count them,




Abram, count them! Does he begin? Does he try to "
gragp with figures the gold-dust sprinkling one little
corner of the heavens? He shakes his head. He can-
not number them. *So shall thy seed be," is the
word of the Lord, and the man without a child, this
stranger in the Promised Lund, alene, bows his head
and believes that the word of the Lord shall be ac-
complished, The very land also that Abram walks
upon shall be the inheritance of his seed, is God's
assurance. Would God give him a sign? Yes. Abram
{s sent to his flocks and herds. e has brought from |
thence a heifer, n she goat, & ram. e bears also from
the fields a turtle-dove and a young pigeon. He may
be wondering what he is to do with these, but there
their bodies lie in a heap, and Abram patiently
watches, waiting for the will of the Lord. Do birds of
prey fly down to tear the bodies with their ravenous |
beuks? Abram drives them away, watches and waits,
Sarai may wonder, His herdsmen may look at him in
surprise and question why he watches thus solicitously
that gathered heap. Noon and afternoon go by. Still
Abram watches, The sun is sinking. Amid that dis-
play of gorgeous color, the western sky is like a
palace floor inlaid with rare and shining stones, The
light fades ont of the clouds, The shadows deepen.
The night-winds blow cool. The stars peep out of the
sky. Abram sleeps. Wenried after his vigils, faith-
fully watching there by that strangely gathered heap,
Abram falls inte a profound slumber. A durkness
settles about him, grows denser, blacker. In the midst
of it a serious voice is heard, that of the omniscient
Jehovah aiming that Abram's seed shall be
servants in a strange land four hundred years. Look-
ine from hilly Canaan down upon the flat Nile-lands,
what if childless Abram could have seen his descend-
ants toiling in Egypt's slave-gangs, bending under
the lash of the task-master by day, at night erowding
in their slave-huts and shrinking before tbe cruel toil
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of the morrow!

LESSON VIIL
. (Commil to memory verses 23-25.|

23 And A’bra-ham drew ne:
destroy the

7

24 Peradventure be Nfty
righteous within the city; wilt thou
also destroy and not spare the place
for the (Wfty righieous that are

¥
\ | therein?
o < 25 That be far from thee to do after

this manner, to slay the righteous
with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as
the wicked, that be far from thee : Shall not the Judge of
all theearth do right ?

24 And the LorD said, If I find in Sod’om fifty right-
eous within the eity, then [ will spare all the place for
their sakes.

27 And A’bra-ham answered and said, Behold now, I
have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am
but dust and ashes:

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the Afty
righteous : wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five ?

‘

Gen, 1M, 20

{'ﬁkig\cy '

General

For fifteen years after that night when the fire and
the smoke appeared as tokens of the covenant of God,
Abram dwelt in his tent under the onks of Mamre, at
peace with his neighbors and in fellowehip with his
6od, Twice during those years God appeared to him,
On the first appearance the covenant was renewed,
Abram received a new name, Abrakam, * father of a
multitude," and the promise was given him that Sarah,
his aged wife, should have a son, who wus to bear the

ABRAHAM PLEADING FOR SODOM.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Direcrions. Draw very faintly an oblong square,
say eighteen inches wide and tw enty-four inches Jong.
Half way across the bottom line muke a mark. Com-
mence at the upper corner, and draw the sides of the
shield, ending each sideat the mark just made on the
bottom line. The upper part of the shield is mude by
drawing a curved line under the top of the gquare.
Erase the lines of the square.

For Cotors. Draw the shield with white, shaded
with blue or purple. 'The letters on the shield should
be of some bright color.

Here is a simple little acrostic exercise that may be
written on the board in answer to questions :

¥ EAR NOT,
A DBRAM,
I _AM

‘LY
H ELPER.

1. The assurance,
AM, The name of Jehoval.)
5 A help in time of need
through it all.

2. To whom ¢ 3. By whom? (1
4. A personal assurance.
Laustly, Faith, runy

I

|Feb, 20.
And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not
destroy it.

20 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Per-
adventure there shall be forty found there, And he
said, 1 will not do it for forty's .

30 And he said wunto him, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak : Peradventure there shall
thirty be found there, And he said, I will not do if, if
1 find thirty there,

31 And he said. Behold now, I have taken upon me to
speak unto the Lord : Peradventure there shall be twenty
found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for
twenty's sak

32 And be said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and 1
will speak yet this once: Peradventure ten shull be
!nll:nd there, And ke said, 1 will not desiroy it for ten's
saKke,

33 And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had
left communing with A’bra-bam: and A’bra-ham re-
turned unto his place.

Sintement,

name Isaac. The second manifestation was in a differ
ent form, and with a different message. Three men
came to his tent-door and were received by the
patriarch with becoming hospitality. A feast was
spread for them under the shady branches of the onk
before his tent, and the chiel stood while they partook
of the food. Once more the promise of a child by

Sarnh was renewed, and then two of the three heavenly
visitors went on their way down the mountain side
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toward Sodom and the other cities in the plain. The
third, who showed the tokens of divinity, and spoke as
only God could speak, remuined for a few moments,
and told the patriurch thutdis errand was to visit the
cities of the plain, and see their deeds, Abrahum
knew full well that such a visit must be only the
precursor of their doom. The friend of God, he was
therefore u friend to his fellow-men, and sought to
stay the sword of destruction, History has rarely re-
lated such a story of intercession as that offered by

Explanatory and
Hitherto in our lessons
\s been Abram, ** high
int God appeared to him
to Abraham, * father of a

Verse 23. And Abraham,
the nume of the patriarch
futher; ™ but after the covens
again, and changed his name
multitide,” expressive of the nations which were
destined to descend from him. Drew near, Of the
three heavenly beings in human form who had ap-
peared to Abriaham two had gone on their way toward
the plain of Jordan; but the third, who is spoken of as
“the Lord ™ (ver. 17), remained, and to him Abraham
now addressed himself, T)is Being has been regarded
by evangelical commentators as the pre-incarnate Son
of God. Wilt thou also destroy.  Here as every-
where Abruham appears far in advance of his time,
‘The ancient monuments and records show every-
where a brutal insensibility to the suffering and sorrow
of others, especially of other nations. But Abwiham
shows a deep and brond sympathy with men as men,
(1) Let us feel for others and have ‘an interest in their
{roubles. ‘The righteous with the wicked, When
Judgment comes as u result of natura) law, a8 by an
earthguake or war, all clusses are involved in a com-

mon destrnction, and we must wait for u future life to

disclose the compensation to the righteous for their
present suffering.” But when its purpose is the especial
" penalty of sin, exemntion may justly be claimed for
the rizhteous, (2) We may be sure that al some time
the peaple o God will obtuin an abundant recompense for

all ther trials,

Qodly man is genevous, and hopes
(\'Ill thou also destroy.
alternatives, the destruction of the whole city, or its
preservation. e does not consider, nerhaps does not
choose to consider, that the righteons few may be pre-
served while the many wicked destroyed,

25. That be far from thee, Ty ¢
expressing detestation as ahoming
Greek version by the word whic
ment is translated * Goi! forbid
should be as the wicked, There s o se
Jj *in the haman mind which demand that the
loer receive a different dealing fr m the evil.

Judze of all the earih do zht,  From human
itions of justice we may reason upward to the

il believe that if there is u God he is just and
Will do right, () 7' God is just, who c1m live without
alarm? () Only the man who'trusts to a fie deemer,
and not to his own vighteousness,

26. In Sodom,
cerning the loe:
the plain.

24, Peradventure there befifty righteous, (3) The
the best for his race.
Abraham sees but two

1e Hebrew a word
wble ;- rendered in the

divine
1

Thero is great nncertainty
ation of Sodom and the
The old expositors Supposes

con-
other cities of
d that they were

HOME READI
M. Abraham pleading for Sodom,
7. "T'he intercession of Judh,

W. The intercession of Moses,

“.'The intercession of Samuel,

'€ intercession of David,
The intercession of Chyist.
The intercession of the

Joi
Spirit,

m. 24, 10-25
Iin 17, 1-26.
Rom. 8. 15-28,

GOLDEN TEXT,
In wrath remember merey. Hab. 8. 2.

LESSON MYMNS,
No. 130, Dominion Hymnal,
From every stormy wind that blows,,
From every swelling tide of woes,
No. 132, Dominion Hymnal,
Cowe, my soul, thy suit prepare,

-SCHOOL BANNER.

previous to this lesson #
given it ¥

cerning the ~ite of Soile

view with Abralum ? ver, 2

57

Abraham in behalf of the guilty and doomed cities.
The justice of the Almighty is invoked not to destroy
a city in which fifty righteous men may perhape be
found. When that prayer is answered, the appeal is
made for forty-five righteous, and then for forty, until
at last God promises to sheathe his sword of vengeance
if even ten righteous men can be found w ithin the walls
of Sodom. Not even fuith cun go farther, and Abra-
ham turns back to his tent, while the Divine Man gees
on his way toward the devoted city.

Practical Notes,
on the south of the Dead Sea ; but the recent writers
incline to a situntion on the north, Fifty righteous,
God knew to a man Just how many good and how
many evil there were in thut doomed city. (6) And so
God beholds the cit; orvillage in which you live. Spare
all the place for their sakes, T)e world knows not
how greut is its debt to the “remnant " of righteous
men in it, A few good men in acommunity will suffice
e scule from condemnution to acceptince,
(7) Are you helping to save the world or to destroy it #

27. Abraham answered. Jow intimate the fel-
lowship that ventures thus to resent plea after plea
tothe l(lng of heaven! (8) God loves to have us come
boldly to a throne of grace. Which am but dust and

he: The nearer Abraham draws to God the more
eply does he realize his distance from him, * He iy
dust at first, and axhes at last.""—Murphy.

28, There shall | five. Since God has nlready
conceded 8o much it would seem eusy for him to con-
cede even more., As Abinham has received one gra-

i T, he is emboldened to reek another,

wer (o prayer is a new call to prayer. 1

will not destroy it.” Go i8 mure nnxious to save men

than to destrn]y them, and will hold back the sword as
long as possible,

29, 30. Yet again. The ex
coura; 08 “ulways to
found there,
but his aim

ample of Abraham en-
pray and not to fuint,
Abrabam’s plea was for the 1 ghteous,
was, If possible, 1o save the wicked,
(10) The most Jaithpul jollower of God will be the most
avdent lover of men. et not the Lord be angry,
God i never anery when lis saints 1lend for sinners,
There whall thirty. From the readiness of Jshovah
to meet his petition, and from his own knowiedge of
the people, Abralnm fears that not even forty good
men can be found in the nceursed citjes.

A1, 32, Twenty fonnd () We can see the
good man's heart " sinking e 1 fwer after answer
comes 16 his prayer,  Yet hat this on He felt that
there mune - be some linjt even 1o the divine mercy,
Not destioy it for ten's sake, Not ten upright men
to be found’in a city ! Not even Abrihum would dare
to a8k that such u sink of i niquity be spared. ‘I he gen-
erations to come would be better for s destruction,

The Lord went his way.
is addresced us God

This divine Being,
receives the honor of
il speaks a8 God, was no other than he who
vd wag born as the Son of My v, Communing
‘e know not whether God's will-

" Abraham’s prayer resched jts end the soon-
Returned unto  his place.  The tent peur
ftevward Hebron, in the south of Pulestine,

who
G

TIME.—1808 B, C.
PLACE.—Plains of Mamre near Hebron,
DoctriNar SUGEESTION.~The power of prayer.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

| 1. The Doom of o

What mention of Sodoin has there been in Genesis

Whenever mentione d, what character has nlw ays been

What two different views do commentators hola con-
mand Gomorrah ¥ (Consult
iy -t Dictionary of the Bible,™ or ask your teacher,)
What was Goil's PIrpose coneerning Sodom ¥
In what words did God reven] to Abrahum the doom

of Sodom? ver, 20, 21,

How muny angels Iind heen present during this inter
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How many left him to go to Sodom?
you think that Abraham's leyer was_addressed

to this third person, who evidently remained ¥

Give a reason for your answer.
2. The Prayer of Abraham,

‘What was the purpose of Abraham's prayer ?

What was the ground of his prayer ? ver.23, and first
clause ver. 25,

How many times was the prayer repeated ¥

What were two remarkable characteristics of this

prwer ?
hat attribute of God for the first time is mentioned
in this prayer ¥

1s there any evidence that Abraham thought it would
be nnjust for God to destroy Sodom ¥

What is the clain made by those who advocate uni-
versal salvation ?

What wonderful exhibition of the divine long-suffer-
lnwnd mercy i8 shown in the answers to this prayer ¥

hat does the awful sequel show in regard to
Sodom?
Fractical Teachings.

Here was a man whose rlkhmoul life made him as
free to talk with God as with his friend, Righteous-
ness always brings nearness to God.

Here was a Fnyer which absolutely forgot toask any
thing for itself.

True prayer is aiways unselfish.

This prayer was based on Abraham's desire that the
God whom he loved might not be in the least shade

uu'fust.
'he true prayer always seeks to glorify God.
Here was the spirit, though not the words, of * Hal-
lowed be thy name.”

The lesson of the certain doom that awnits the unre-
pentant sinner must not be forgotten. Let us not for-
ge

Hints for Home Study.

1. Compare this prayer with the prayer of Moses.
Compare carefully, and write down the particulars in
which they agree and in which the, differ.

2. Find why the chronologists place 1808 B. C. a8 the
date for this occurrence.

8. Find how many conversations the Lord had held
with Abraham up to this time.

4. Write a list of ten things which the story of Abra-
ham, so far as told, has shown concerning his char-

acter.
5. Learn thoroughly the story of hislife up to this time
80 that you can tell it quickly.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Doom of Sodom.

Why had God resolved to destroy Sodom?

To whom did he reveal his purpose?

Why was Abraham informed ?

What hope was there that Sodom might be spared?
2. The Prayer of Abraham.

To whom did Abraham offer his prayer ¥

For whose sake did he Plend for thecity?

What was his first plea

What answer did he receive ?

For the lack of what number did he next make a

plea ?

For the sake of how many did he next pray?

To how few did he finally reduce his request?

‘What was the Lord’s answer?

‘What happened when Abraham stopped praying?

What does James say about a righteous man’s pray-
er? James b. 16,

What reward had Abraham's prayer in this case ¥
Gen. 19, 20.

\V;xat prayer for a sinner does the Golden Text sug-
est
s Teachings of the Lesson.

What are we taught in this lesson—
1. Concerning God's justice ?
2. Concerning God’e mercy ?
8. Concerning God’s love ¥

Hints for Home Study.

Learn when Moses and David each prayed that the
innocent might not suffer with the zuilty.
Why did Abraham stop his plea with the number

ten ¥
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What did God reveal to Abraham ¢ ‘The destruction
of Bodom and the cities of the plain.

Why was he going to destroy them ¢ Because of

Of what did Abraham remind God? Of his promise
to save the righ from the of the
wicked. (Repeat the Golden Text.)
What did he ask of him? ‘That he would spare
jom if there were nn?, righteous men in it.
What did God promise if fifty good men were found?
To save the whole city for their sake.
What did Abraham ask again ? ‘That it be spared
if forty-five good men were lound,
What was God's answer? ** I wtll not destroy it.”
‘What did Abraham then grly #  That God wi
spare it if only forty could be found.
How did God answer? He was still willing.
" How many times did Abraham pray for Sodom? Six
mes.

What was his last prayer? ‘That it might be spared
if there were ten good people in it.
What was God's answer ? ** I will not destroy it for
ten's sake.”
What did this show? God’s willingness to save.
What do we learn from this lesson? 'That God hears
nd answers the prayers of his people.
Who are his people? Those who love and ohey

Words with Little People.
Do you ever pray as earnestly as Abrabam did?
As unselfishly? For yourself?
As humbly¥ For your friends?
As holdly? For your enemies?
Remember God loves to hear and answer prayer.
““He delighteth in mercy."

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.]
1. What was the character of Sodom, where Lot
Abraham's nephew, lived? It was a very wicked

clty.
l’: What purpose did God reveal to Abraham? To
de-trw the city of Sodom.
“I.‘!.m hat was Abraham's prayer to God * To spare
e city,
4. Upon what condition did God promise to spure
Sodom ¢ If ten righteous were in it
5. What P“Y":h“i, God is contained in the Golden

Text? * In wrath,” e
6. What d s lesson teach us ¥ To pray ear-
nestly, boldly, and perseveringly.

TEXTS AT CHURCH.
Morning Texl...........
Evening Texl..

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
An Example in Prayer.

1. A Rignteous MAN's PRAVER.
Abraham drew near and sdid. v.23.
“1 know him." Gen. 18. 19,
“ Prayer of a righteous man." James 5. 16.
I1. Ax INTERCEDING PRAYER,
Walt thou also destroy ? v. 23-25.
“Prayers....be made for all men."” 1 Tim. 2. 1.
“We have an advocate.” 1John 2. 1.
111, A Boup Praver.
Judge of all the earth do right? v. 25
 Come boldly unto the throne." Heb. 4. 16.
« Boldness and access with confidence.” Eph. 8, 12,
1V. A Humsie PRAYVER.
Which am but dust and ashes. v. 27.
“ A man of unclean lips." Tsa. 6. 5.
“ Humble themselves ... will Thear." 2 Chron.7.14.
V. A PersevERING PRAYER.
Peradventyre there shall lack five. v. 28.
1 will speak but this once. v. 32
 Always to pray, and not to faint." Luke 18.1.
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V1. A SvccessruL Praver,
Twill not... for ten's sake, v. 32,
**Thou hast heard. .. .the humble.” Psa, 10, 17.
**Call and the Lord shall answer." Isa, 58, 9,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE,
Intercessory Prayer,

1. Sinners need some oue to plead with God for
them as Abraham pleaded for wicked Sodom, for even
less wickednees than theirs deserves and receives God's
wrath,

2. He who 18 to plead with God for the guilty must
himeelf be righteous. We have un advocate who is
even more acceptable with God than was Abraham,
even Christ the righteous.

3. Our Advocate is nearer to God than was Abra-
ham. He is God’s own Son, who is sure of acceptance
with him.

4. Our Advocate loves us more than Abraham loved
the people for whom he prayed. He loves us more
than futher or mother, and he loves us even though we
may be sinners. See Eph, 2. 4, 5,

5. Our Advocate offers for us a constant pleading;
while Abraham's intercession was limited and brief.
‘“He ever liveth to make iutercession for us,"

6. Abraham’s intercession for Sodom was in vain, be-
cause its people wo:.ld not turn from their sins. So
Christ’s advocacy only benefits those who will accept
his mercy and receive his salvation,

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Call attention to the change of name from Abram to
Abraham. This will open the way to the connecting
history, the visit of the angels, ete... Draw a map, and
show the two views of Sodom's location, but do not
waste time in discussion... 8how the traits of Abra.
hagn's character as presented in this lesson, especially
t "o, his prayerful spirit and his love for men, even

ugh they were of another race and were wicked. .,

We find in this lesson an example of prayer; notice its
characteristics in the Analytical and Bibical Outline. ...
We too need an advocate, for we too are #inners ;
show how Abraham in this lesson stands as a type of
Chriet....Why did not Abraham’s intercession save
Sodom? And under what circumstancees will Christ’s
intercession fail to benefit us? Find in the Bible other
instances of intercessory prayer, a8 of Juduh for
Benjamin, Moses for Israel, Samuel, Christ on the
cross, and Stephen,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
8, In what else is your soul different from your body?

My soul is that within me which thinks and knows,
desires and wills, rejoices and is sorry, which my body
cannot do.

9. Is not your soul then of great value f
Yes; because it is myself.

Primary and Intermedinte,

LessoN Trovenr. God a Pitying Father.

INTRODUCTORY. Tell briefly the story of the wicked
cities of the plain. Get all the information concerning
them that you can find, even though you may use bat
little of it. The more one knows abont the seemingly
unimportant details of a lesson, the better he will teach
it Tell vividly the story of the visit of the angels to
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Abraham, Xplaining why his name had been changed-
Tell thut Abraham was greatly troubled, because he
was afraid that Lot and his family would be destroyed
with wicked Sodom, and speak of the danger people
are in who choose to make their home with people who-
deny God,

Print * Help * on the board. Tell story of three lit-
tle boys who were left to keep house out on the prairie,
und how the house got on fire. The two older boys
were brave and put out the fire, When they told the
story to papa, and he asked, “ What did you do, Rob-
bie "' the little fellow suid, ** Why, pupa, I just prayed."
Did Robbie help? Yes, and in the same way that
Abraham did. Abraham prayed, not for himself, but
for his nephew Lot, who had chosen to live among
wicied people because life looked easy and pleasant
there, and God heard him, as he always hears those
who pray earnestly and unselfishly,

First Abraham asked the

Lord to spare Sodom if there

were found fifty righteous

men in the city. And God

answered that he would.

Then Abraliam, afraid that

there were not even fifty good

men in Sodom, kept asking

for a smaller and emaller

number, until the Lord

promised him that he would not destroy the city if ten’

£ood men were found there, This teaches that God not

only hears us when we pray, but that if we will waiu
and listen he will answer so that we will know it,

Print after the word help, “ As God helps us." Show
how we depend upon God every day for help, and what
would befall us if he were careless or indifferent about
helping us. He wants each child of his to be a
“helper.” Tell of ways in which we can help—by
kind words, by good deeds, by a cheerful, contented
spirit, by patience in trouble, by a forgiving £pirit, ete,
Tell how children can help on the cause of missions
by saving their pennies and by earning pennies. Give
an account of some mission band and their work, if
you know one. If not, form one, and be prepared for
the next opportanity of this kind |

Teach thut the very best way one can help isby lov ing,
believing prayer, which leads straight to work. God
hears and will work when we can do nothing, but we
must be ready to work as we pray, if there is work for
us to do.

Lesson Word.Pictures,

‘Who are those hurrying along the hot, dusty way to
Sodom, wicked city of the plain ¥ Two men ¢ No, a
celestial vision, keen, far-reaching, is in their faces;
celestial strength and swiftness are in their feet. The
High Court of the Almighty is to sit in Sodom. No
bribe can blind it, no cunning can cheat it; no power
can palsy the decision of the two Jjudges hustening
toward Sodom's guilty gates. But look back at that
higher land near the roud-side. The man watching
there is Abraham, who las Jjust been astonished,
alarmed, bewildered, by the announcements of the
Divine Presence still lingering mysteriously near him.
Sodom i8 o be visited! Sodom 1s to be tried! Abra.
ham knows what the verdict will be, and how sure
and swift will be the penalty ! There he stands, look-
ing off. He can see that wicked city of the plain.
Wall and tower rise up amid the hazy, purple air. He
can imagine the people clustered at the gates or jostling
in the narrow streets, and all unconcerned because the
merchandige of hell every-where is shamelessly bought
and sold. Would they be as careless if they knew the
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Judge was at the door, that the Great Court was about
to sit, that eyes not to be blindfolded or turned away
would look the culprit through and through? Ah,
there is Lot, Abram's nephew. Did he dream that
Sodom was soon to stand at God's great Jjudgment-
seat? And yet there are the judicial angels in the road,
hastening toward Sodom., Abraham ceases to look.
He tarns away. He can only pray. It may be the
keen-sighted judges will find even in Sodom enough
vighteousness to save it.  Will God elay the righteous
with the wicked? Abraham bows his heud. He
covers his face with his hands, For fifty, O, for the
fifty righteous that may be in Sodom, he pleads,
beseeching God to spare the city | And the answer is,
yes, for fifty, Perhaps Abraham rises, turns towurd
the city, and sees the angels of judgment still traveling
in the highway, The spuce for Sodom's repentance is
parrowing. The Divine Visitation is nearer now to
the guilty gates. Abruham aguin is bowing and pray-
ing. Will not God spare for the suke of forty-five?
Yes. For forty's sake? Yes. For thirty? Yes.
For twenty? Yes, Abrahum may have risen once
more, and turns his face toward the threatened, guilty
city. Still rise in the warm and purple air, Sodom’s
walls and towers. The sky above it gives no hint of
storm ; the ground below it sounds no warning of ap-
proaching wrath. And yet, there are the angels,
with vision keen and feet no power can turn back,
ﬁruwmg nearer and nearer and nearer to the city,
“The spuce for salvation is contracting. Abraham bows
once more, Let not God be angry. Will he not spare
for the sake of ten? Abraham waits. The angels still
are hastening on. Guilty Sodom still is there in the
plain.  The answer thrills the soul of the bowed
euppliant: “1 will not destroy it for ten's sake!™
Abraham rises. Does he look around? The Divine

B. C. 1898,
.19, 1526, [ Commit to memory verses 15, 16.]
15 And when the morning arose,
then the angels hastened Lot, saying,
Arise, take thy wife, and thy two
daughters, which are here : lest thou
be consumed in the iniquity of the

city.

16 And while he lingered, the men
1aid hold upon his hand, and upon the
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of
his two daught the LORD being
mereiful unto him ; and they broug
him without the city.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them
forth abroad : that he said, Escape for thy lfe; look
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; es-
«cape to the lest thon be

18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord :

19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy
sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou

Presence has withdrr wn. The angels—can they be
seen along the line of the dusty way? They too may
be gone, and can Sodom, corrupt and still corrupting,
be saved from its fate? Where are the ten that will
ransom it?

Blackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, ESQ.

KROCK  ANDL\T SHALLBE
OPENED UNTO YON.

Here is represented the door of divine mercy. It will
open to one who will plead for entrance. Like Abra-
ham one must ** draw near,” and knock with an assur-
ance of faith, Come to God in the same spirit. Abra-
ham's prayer prevailed because it was pereistent, and
was of great faith and humility. * Knock and it shall
be opened unto you."

ABRAHAM'S CHRIST'S
INTERCESSION
FOR SODOM FOR SINNERS

FOR THE SAKE OF
THE RIGHTEOUS HIS Ne(;‘llll’lcﬂ'

-

thim forth,and set |

( N
NOT TO SHIELD. BUT TO SA
THE WICKED.

LESSON IX. DESTRUCTION OF SO0DOM. [Feh, 27.

hast showed unto me in saving my life: and I cannob
escape to the mountain, lest someevil ne,and Idie:

20 Behold now, this city # ar to flee unto, and it s
alittle one: O, let me escape thither, (is it not a little
one?) and my soul shall live.

21 And he said unto him, 8ee, I have accepted thee
concerning this thing aiso, that I will not overthrow
this eity, for the which thou hast spoke

22 Haste thee, pe thither: for [ cannot do any
thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name
of the city was called Zo'ar.

23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot en-
tered into Zo/ar,

24 Then the LOrD rained upon Sod’om and upon
:}mmor’mh brimstone and fire from the LORD out of
ieaven |

25 And he overthrew those citles, and all the plain,
‘ and all the fnhabitants of the cities, and that which

grew upon the ground.
26 But his wife looked back from beldnd him, and
she became a pillar of salt.

General Statement.

While Abraham was at prayer upon the heights of
Hebron, other scenes were enacted in the Jordan val-
fey. The: two henvenly beings went on their way
toward Sodom, and were there received by Lot,
who still retained a measure of his godly character in
the midst of wickedness. The two divine messengers
were eye-witnesses of the crimes of the inhabitants of
the city, and gave to Lot and his family warning of
epproaching danger. But his married or betrothed
«<hildren were so fuscinated with the place that it was
impossible to induce them to leave, and Lot himself
was dazed at the message. At last he wus dragged out

of the city, as if by force. His deliverers directed him
to the mountaing, a8 the only place of safety, but Lot
could not resolve to face their unknown dangers, e
pleaded that the »mallest ol the cities might be ex-
empted from the destruction, but his plea was for him
self, and not, like Abraham’s prayer, for the people,
His petition was granted; and as the sun rose upon the
vale Lot entered within the walls of the village. Then
the fiery hail descended upon the plain, and the four
citles—Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim—were
swept away in their inignity, an image of the sudden
I Judgment which shall one day full upon a guilty world.
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Lot's wife lingered too long upon the plain, was over-
taken by the sulphurous storm, and her body, crusted
over with the spray, long stood like a monument.
Such was Lot's reward for his choice of eurthly gain—

Verse 15, When the morning. The early dawn
of the morning is here referred to, xince the desiruetion
of the city took place at sunrise, Ver, 23, ‘heangels,
Two of the three angelic beings in human form who
bad visited Abraham on the duy before. Their treat-
ment by the SBodomites is related in the earlier verses
of the chapter. Lot. He wus the son of Haran, Abra-
ham’s older brother, who died before the migration
from Chaldea. His character lucked the Atrong fith
and_nobility of Abraham, but he is spoken of b
8t. Peter as a righteous man. He became the ancestor
of the Moubites and Ammonites, on the east of the
Dead Sea. Thy two daughters. From the previons
verses we learn thut Lot had other dnughters married to
men of Sodom who rished in the destruction of the city,

ing the danger of
ren. Lest thou
@) This world is a Sodom, doomed to
he that is wise will escape from it.

16. While he lingered. Still clinging to his home,
his property, and his associations in the city, (3) How
often the ties of earth hold men back from heaven !

he men laid hold. They saw, as he could not see,
that the danger was real; they beheld the #ulphurous
clond overhnnghy the city. (4) Could we dut see how

ven is and hell is we would be more earnest in

suading men to be saved. The Lord being merciful,

He showed his mercy by severity and sternness toward
Lot, compelling himto leave the city. (5) God

most merciful when he siri; nof

sions. ~ Set him without the city. It was not

more than a village, since the locality will not admit of

five lurge cities. (6) Fortunate is that man who escapes
Jrom y though it be with loss of all things!

17. He sald, Wenotice here a change of the person:
not as before ‘‘they," but ‘‘he." It would Appear
that the Divine Being who had previously spoken with

braham and unswered his prayer just now made his
appearance Ron the scene, and nesumed the direction,

weape foi y life. Though ont of the city, Lot and
his family were not out of danger while remaining in
the plain. He that would be saved must keep entirely
out of Inmn\nllon and of danger. (7) Nole the applica-
prin o the

The m;{- range east of the d Sea,

he mountains of Moab, Mount Abarim, and

Nebo, (8) Let ws be graterul that we can fly to a mount-
ain of grace where no storms of wrath can reach s,

18, Lot said unto them. To the two angels, or
perhaps to the three heavenl balnsu, among whom he
aw .ﬁn One was the principal, Oh, not so,
the conirast between the prayers of Abraham and of
Lot ; one for others, the other for himself. My Lord.
Here not a recognition of divinity, but of superiority.

19. Thy servant hath found grace. (0) 7he great-
est grace of God is shown in his saving men from wrath
and adopling them as his children. Magnified thy
mercy. (10) Greal mercies may become the ground of
asking for still ter. 1 cannot esca
mountain. From the terror of his mind, the

dificulty
g{ the ascent, and the dangers of robbers

and wild

ASLS, t needed more of Abraham's migh.y faith
in God. (11) He who sends ve to the mountain will take
care of us there.

Notice | Bes

his possessions lost, his family broken up, his own char-
acter tainted by the worldly atmosphere sround bim, and
his whole life an utter fuilure,

atory aud Practical Notes,

20. This city is nea
ward called Zoar, ** litt
the tongue of land

He referred to Bela, after-
,*' Which some think stood on

%rojecung into the Dead Sen.
There i« no certainty, however, as to its location, e
in a little one. A" small village, as compared with
Sodom und Gomorrah, and hence having less guilt to.
answer for, (12) It is a specious plea, lo ‘ml/orlln the
smallne t{am‘l #in.  Let me escape thither, Lot,
like his nobler kinsman, intercedes for a eity ; but one
is the prayer of generosity, the other of love.

21. I have accepted thee. God does not rebuke
him for presumption, but mereifully grants his reqnest,
to show both the power of u righteous man's prayer
and his influence to sav others, and alo to teach him
b{ experience that God' n of eafety was wiser than
his own, (18) How iy the Lord wi im-
perfections of his people! | will not overthrow this
elty, One righteous mun thos was the means of pre-
serving many lives, So the Lord said to Paul, * God
gy.g‘ Kiven thee all them that sail with thee." Acts

7.,

22. 1 caunot do ng thing. * He could not, be-
cause he would not.” Since God would save Lot, his
Jundgments must wait u on his mercies, (14) lﬁod'l
will is to save men, and he dests 8 only when he must,
Was called Zoar. That is, -"n'ﬁu.." The cause of

escape from the destrnction gave it a new name,
Which it retained until the time of Moges. Deut. 84, 8

23. The sun was risen. He was led out of Sodom.
At daybreak, by sunrise had reached his place of
refuge, and then the flery hail began, The destraction.
of the doomed cities was wrought, not at night, but in
the light of dz,' as if for & warning 1o the world,
Entered into Zoar,

24. The Lord rained , .. from the Lord,
impressive manner of suying that the storm w: ot
an ordinary occurrence, but by a divine purpose,
. The most recent scholarship
nty, to morgxlmnn that these
on the north, and not under
the lagoon in the south, of the Dend Sen. Brimstone-
and fire. Words expressive of the
ance of the calamity, rather than its seientific cause,
It may have been lightning setting on fire the bitumin-
ous depoits in the valley, or a voleanic ern tion, or an
event unaccountable by natural law, (1 ) God has
more than ons weapon for the punishment of sinners.

25. Overthrew those clties, and all lhazplalu.

Ides Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and eboim
were also destroyed. Deut. 29, 23, That which grew.
To this day the whole region is waete, barren, and dis-
figured, as if smitten by the wrath of God.

cities stood upon the plain

26. His wite,
she is not
Looked back,
ity, but with the
® to the ||

8he may have belonged to Sodom, as
until his resi therein.
Not merely with the glance of curios-
heart of longing, and, no doubt, linger-
n1 and delaying in her flight. Became a pillar of
salt, Being caught too late in the sulphurous hail,
was euffocated, burned, and covered over with the
descending torrent, which rose like a monnment
around her form, and was covered with & saline crust,
A8 are many objects near the Dead Sea.

HOME READINGS,

0 e of Lot. Gen. 10, 15-29,
iverance of Moses. Exod, 2. 1-10,
iverance of Israel. Exod. 14. 19-81,
iverance of Rahab, Joel, 6, 11-27,
Iverance of Elisha, 2 Klnil 6. 8-23,

ce of the apostles, Acts 5, 1-26,
of Paul and Silas, Acts 16, 22-40.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Escape for thy life. Gen, 19. 17,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 46, Dominion Hymnal,
Happy the child whoss youngest years
ﬂ;{m instruction w{u.
No. 48, Dominion Hymnal,
Child of sin and sorrow |
Filled with dismay.
No. 68, Dominion Hymnal,
Come,

soul by llnomrd.
M‘lmq'l{htlu




SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

[Feb. 27.

66, Dominion Hymnal,
In the shadow of the Rock
Let me rest.

. TIME.—1808 B. C. Immediately following the last |
jesson,
PLACE —Sodom. Gomorrah, Zoar. |
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The mercy of God. l
|
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS. |
1. Righteous Lot. ‘
Recull Lot's previous history. Who was he? Whence |
came he? How chanced he to be in Sodom ?
In what great danger was he when our lesson opens ?|
What lmﬁ brought Lot into this danger?
To what only did he owe his escape?
W hiat evidence is furnished that he was a better man
than his neighbors?
How did his name go down to remotest Scripture his-
tow? 2 Pet. 2. 7.
hat had been the effect upon his character of his
life in Sodom?
2. Wicked Sodom,
‘Where do we first learn of the wickedness of Sodom?
What had been the effect of Lot's life upon Sodom ?
What does the picture of these inhabitants of Sodom
show as to their characters? |
What comment did these sinners make on Lot's |
presence among them ? ver, 9.
How did this terrible wickedness seem to Jesus a8 he
P it with the wicked of his own times ¥
What evidences are there that Sodom and Gomorrah
were destroyed as described?
g Whn; witness of this scene has left his record that it
s true

|

Practical Teachings.

Lot brought all his troubles on himself ; he could not
call them God's righteous discipline.

They became inevitable from the day when he began
pmhlnihll tent toward Sodom.

Poor Lot ! timid, cowardly, defective in faith, short-
sighted, he bas many followers even in the Church.

How merciful God was to Lot, and all on Abraham's
account !
= Will he not be much more mereiful on account of his
Fon

Abraham prayed once. Jesus ever liveth to muke in-
tercession.

One looked back. What a costly look that was !

Hints for Home Study.
How shall I study this lesson ?

1. Recall all the directions given for study heretofore.

2. Find the evidences of Lot's belief in the word of
the angels,

3. Find the evidences of his unwillingness to go.
4. In one column write five adjectis es which will de-
scribe himas he was the day he left Abraham.

5. In another write five sdjectives which will describe
him as he was the day he left Sodom.

6. Give the cause of all this.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Righteous Lot.
What warning did Lot receive ?
How was his reluctance to leaving Sodom over-
<come ?
Why was he thus cared for ?
When outside the city what was he urged to do ?
What did he fear that he could not do ¥
What privilege did he ask ?
What blessing came to Zoar because of Lot ?
Why was he urged to haste ?
What is the meuning of Zoar ?
At what hour did Lot enter Zoar ?
2. Wicked Sodom.
What dobm came on Sodom ?
What other city shared its fate ?
~What portion of the country suffered at the same

time ?

What became of the people ?

What city will fare worse in the judgment than
Sodom ? Matt, 10, 15,

‘Teachings of the Lesson.

‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. God's care for the rlg‘l‘:mus ?
2. God’s tenderness with the wayward ?

Hints for Home Study.

Find out what Peter says about Lot.
Find out what the Saviour says about Lot's family.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who came to tell Lot of the destruction of Sodom ?
Two angels,

What did they command Lot and his family ¢ To
leave the city.

What did they say ? (Repeat the Golden Text.)

How did the angels basten them * They led them
out by the hand,

Where did they direct Lot togo ¢ N'o the mountain.

Why did he object ? For fear he would not reach
it in sufety.

What did this show ? His lack of faith.

Where did he ask tostop ! In a little village on
the rllln.

What was its name? Bela, afterward calicd Zoar.

What did Lotask for Zoar? ‘That it might besay

What was God's answer? *“1 will not overthr
this ellt"

What befell Sodom and Gomorrah? Sudden destruc.

| tion by

re.
Of what was this a proof? That God sees and

punishes sin.
How did Lot's wife disobey God? She looked back

towar: om.
What punishment came upon ber? She was turned
into a pillar of salt, i

Words with Little People,

Do fine clothes and worldly things ever lead you to

dlmbe{ God ?
Would you like to have people see all the sin in your

heart ¥

‘Who does see it all ?

Who is able to save you from sin and the punishment
that always comes with sin ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]
1. Who came took‘lodom to warn Lot and his family ¢

Two angels of God,
2. How did they show God's mercy to his family ?

B;lu?‘unx them out of the city.
-3 Wi ntndld they say to Lot in the Golden Text?
‘“ Esca

v&e. ete.
4. at took place after Lot went out of Sodom *
God rained fire upon it.

5. What came upon Lot's wife when she stopped and
looked back ¢ She became a pillar of salt,

6. What are we taught in this lesson ? 'To escape
from wicked companions,

TEXTS AT CHURCH.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
God's Mercy and Wrath,
1. Gon's Mzrey.
1. Warning. * Hastened Lot v. 15,
“ Come out of her." Rev. 18. 4.
2, Urging. * Laid hold.” v. 16.
“ Now is the day of salvation." 2 Cor. 6. 2.
8. Guiding. ** Escape to the mountain.” v. 17.
“ Flee into the mountains.” Matt. 24. 16,
4. Delaying, ‘‘Cannot do any thing." v. 22.
“How....give thee up " Hos, 11. 3.
5. Saving. * The sun was risen.” v. 23.
“Redeemeth the soul. .. servants." Psa, 34. 22,
11. Gon's WrarH,
1. Its cause, * Iniquity of the city.” v. 15.
“8in....bringeth forth death, James 1. 15,
2. Its source. ** The Lord rained.” v. 24,

3. God's anger with the wicked

4.11

“God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah." Amos
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man may
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3. Its manifestation.  ** Fire and brimstone.” v. 24,
“Upon the wicked....fire und brimstone,” Psa,
11. 6.
4. ls result. *“ Overthrew those cities.” v, 25,
No mun shall abide there." Jer, 49, 18,
5. Wwvietkm. * His wife looked back.” v, 26,
** Remember Lot's wife.” Luke 17, 81,

FHOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
“Remember,”

1. Remember that a worldly choice is not always
profitable, even in a worldly sense. Lot chose Sodom
ind its riches, but he lost all his riches with Sodom. A
man may peril his soul for money and yetdiein poverty,

2. Remember that one cannot voluntarily associate
with sinners without having his character lowered,
He may not become wicked, but he will become of un
inferior type of charucter, Compare Abraham and
Lot,

3R iber that evil ps affect the
children far more than they uffect their parents, Some
of Lot's duughters may have perished in Sodom, be-
cause they loved its associations; his two daughters
who escaped grew up to immorality, and transmitted
their wickedness to their descendants, Abraham's
«<hildren became the people of God; Lot's were the
Ammonites und Moabites,

4. Remember that certain destruction and ruin be-
1all those who reject God's law anddoiniquity. Sodom
is a picture of the world in sin; and Sodom’s fate shall
yet come upon the world,

5. Remember that those who delay are in danger, no
less than those who reject. Lot's wife is a memorial of
God's wrath upon those who put off v‘ulvuuon._

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Review rapidly the last lesson, and call attention to
the * three men," one of whom stayed with Abraham,
while the other two went down to Sodom. ..Tell the
story of the lesson, or draw it out by questions from the
class....8how in Sodom the condition of sinners and
their fate....Notice three privileges which Sodom en-
Joyed : 1) God’s grace in prosperity ; 2.) God's disci-
pline in its capture by the Elamites i 8) God's mercy
in its restoration ; 4.) The presence of a righteous man
—Lot; 5.)] The visit of the angels of God, Notice,
too, how Sodom misused its privileges....See the mixed
character of Lot, and its Opposite traits. .., Note the
traits of the divine character as shown in this lesson—
God's knowledge, mercy, Justice, power, ete....Avoid
debate on the difficulties of the lesson... What are the
warnings of this event #

References, FREEMAN, Ver, 26: Looking behind, 17,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
10. Did God create you?
Yes; He made me, both body and soul,

Psalm ¢. 8. Know ye that the Lord He is God: i fs
He that hath made us.

[Job x, 11; Numbers xvi. 22; Hebrews xii. 9.)

Blackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, B8Q,

HOW CAME WE TWERE?
Y\ow D\D HE ESCAPE.?

DirecTioNs. This simple design is made by attach.
ing astring to a plece of chalk, and with them muke the
circle. The ideais to represent Lot as completely sur-
rounded by evil and peril. How came he in ¢ What
was his motive ? Make an open place on the left hand
side for the entrance, and in answer to questions write
the reasons opposite. On the other side of the circle
muke a way of escape by erasing a place in the line, and
describe Lot's rescne. Write answers that may be giy-
en, such as prayer, intercession, faith, ete,

VLACKBOARD BIBLE READING,
ESCAPE FOR THY LIFE!
FROM SIN.
GOD IS READY TO SAVE,
Neh. 9. 17; John 3. 16 ; Mark 1, 15; Heb. 3, 8; Isa. 1.
18; 55.7; Hel. 8. 2; 2 Cor.6. 2; Luke 19, 10,

Lesson Word Pictures,

The Judge has come. Sodom has been tried, fonnd
guilty, and is to be burned up this very day, Does
Sodom know it? No, it knows nothing of any com-
ing to judgment. Last night, when the sun we nt
down, it saw two strangers in its streets, and Lot
sheltored them. Sodom heard the insane clamor of
the rabble about the doors of Lot in the night, but then
Sodom is used to such a bedlam, and went to sleep in
the midst of it. Still asleep, and it s morning now.
Still asleep, and the Judge has been here, the court
has sat, and soon the doomed city will be in flames.
All asleep? No, there is a stirring within the house of
Lot. The men with strange faces who came last night,
are erying, *‘ Arise | They have laid hold upon Lot,
his wife, his two daughters, and would hurry them
away, Sodom to be burned! Who can believe it?
What sign of this can be seen? The sun is not up yet,
and there are little silver stars looking down, yet shrink-
ing, puling, as if they would veil their faces before the
awful doom soon to crash upon the accursed city,
There is no one traveling the streets, still shadowy,
save that group—of Lot's family in the hands of the
strangers eagerly hurrying them away. They goas in
adream. They cannot realize it. Their friends—how
many they have left behind! The property of Lot—
that must be left behind! Accursed day when he
chose “‘all the plain* for his home! Accursed day
when the tent pitched toward Sodom became a house
inside its walls! And now the hour of burning has
come—alas, alas! Still the city sleeps over its shame
and its sin. Some one is coming though. Who is that
coming to the door of yonder house? 1t is one of Lot's
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sons-in-law, perhaps, He may be arking, * Who are
these people hurrying off? That you, Lot?" Up,
get you out of this place! ™ Lot excitedly cries, ** for
the Lord will destroy this city,” *8Still at it, Lot?
That is what you said last night, and we are all right.
Youaremockirg.” ** Hurry, hurry!™ ery Lot's guests,
swiftly nrging him on, The streets are soon echoing to
the tread of a few early risers. They see the flying
group and wonder, If they knew why this haste they
would have no sneer for it. The sun is not up yet,
but there is an orange flush to the eastern eky. The
fugitives are now outside the gates. Over the open
plain the morning air breathes cooler, purer. But
hurry, Lot! The awful fire is coming! Hurry!
“Look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the
plain. Escape to the mountain, lest thou be con-
sumed!” To the mountain? O, if he could only find
refuge in little Zoar, whose gates arc close at hand, Lot
is saying. - The mountain is wild and lonely and hard to
climb. Muy he not find refuge in little Zoar, right at
hand? You can see his earnest, pleading face, his out-
stretched hands, and then he points at the little city.
Yes, the fugitives may go there. The eun is up now,
and its light streams over Sodom—for the last time.
Did it come up bloody, its angry light full of portent?
Did any one catch warning sounds above or beneath
them? Did any prophet at that hour see red signs of
alarm? Lot was crazy last night,” Lot's sons-in-law
may eay. ** There is no danger." Buthark ! Somebody
heard it, every body heard it, felt it—that a1, ful jar to the
ground, that violent rupture, coming in & moment,
tearing up, shattering, bringing down, and then out
burst the fearful fires of juigment! The heavens are
blackened with the smoke. All the air is full of that
retributive rain, a storm of fire, smoke, and ashes
beating down and bursting up. But who is that linger-
ing in the plain? Who has separated herself from Lot's
little band and now looks back on the, fated city? Why
does she hesitate and disobey? Still stande that lonely
figure on the plain, across which the storm is now
hurrying. It overtakes her, envelopes her, smothers
her, covers her with its folds, and there upon the plain
rises & pillar in human form, symbol of her sinful
revolt and s memorlal of the fire-storm that has
destroyed the ungodly cities of the plain.

Primary and Intermediate.

Lzssen Trovent. Sin Must Die.

Revigw. For whom did Abraham pray ? ‘What un-
wise choice had Lot made? Who eaid that Sodom
most be destroyed ! What did Abraham ask of God ?
For whose sake did he ask it.

This lesson may be presented in three pictures.
Make three spaces on the board, and call them pleture
frames. Number them 1, 2, and 8. Printabove No. 1,
“The Angels' Vieit."" Describe Lot sitting in the gate
of Sodom. Print his name in the pictare frame. Tell
that the two angels came in the form of noble, gracious
men. Perhaps Lot did not know that they were
angels, bot he felt that they were men of high rank.
Print * Angels " in the space, and tell how kindly Lot
treated them, and how rude the wicked men of Sodom
were toward them. Explain that God had sent them
there to warn Lot to flee, becanse God knew that there
were not ten righteons men in the city, and he wanted
to save Lot, for Abraham's sake. Tell how the wicked
Sodomites saw the angels, and wanted to harm them,
and teach that «in is always afraid of being found out.
Tell how the angels sent blindness upon the men of
Sodom who were about to break down Lot's door and

do him harm as well ae the angels. Print within the
frame, * Wicked men suddenly become blind."

Print over No. 2, * Flying
for Life." Give a brief but
lively description of people
flying before flood or fire.
Tell that Lot saw no sign of
destruction, but he believed
the word of the Lord, and
warned his wicked sons-in-
law of the danger, but they

. - would not believe him, Print
“ Warning Words," in picture frame. Tell how slow Lot
wae to leave his home, and how the good angels had to
Jead him and his wife and daughters out of the ciiy.
Draw from this a lesson of God's great mercy to us
when we are foolish and unbelieving. Print, * Help-
ing Angels,” and remind children that angels are near
us, to watch and warn and help. Call for Golden Text,
and read from Bible the remainder of verse 17.

Print over No. 8, ** The City Fallen,” and tell how fire
fell from heaven, and a great earthquake came and de-
stroyed the city of Sodom and all who were in it.
Print ** Fire from Heaven,” * S8haking of the Earth»
in space No, 8. Tell the fate of Lot's wife, and print
« Disobedience punished.” Let children tell the story
briefly, by the aid of words printed in frames, und close
with

Lesson for us. Sin must be destroyed. God sends
his Son Jesus, his holy word, his holy angels, to warn
us. Our only safety is in flying to Jesus. He is our
city of refuge. If we stay in the company of sinners
we sball be destroyed with them. Shall we escape !

LESSONS FOR MARCH, 1887,
Marcn 6, Abraham Offering Isaac. Gen. 22. 1-14.
Marcn 13. Jacob at Beth-el. Gen, 28. 10-22.
Marcu 20. Jacob's New Name. Gen, £2.9-12, and
24-30.
Marcn 27. Review; Temperance Lesson, Gen. 9.
18-27 ; Missionary Lesson, Gen. 18. 17-26.

—_——————

Book Notices.

A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament »
Being Grimm's Wilke's Clavis Novi Testamenti trans-
lated, revised, and enlarged. By Joseph Henry Thayer,
D.D., Bussey Professor of New Testament Criticlsm
and Interpretation in the Divinity School of Harvard
University, New York: Harper & Brothers. The
original work of which this 1s & translation appeared
in its form in in 1879, a p!
edition having been {ssued in 1868. The most competent
eritics and scholars gave it a place in the front rank of
similar publications. Professor Thayer, in presenting
this edition to English readers, has done more than
merely translate. He has made numerous and valuable
original additions; he refers to the English “Revised "
New Testament, as well as to the “ Authorized ;"
and also to the best English and American commen-
taries and Bible dictionaries. The work is moreover
virtually & concordance, since, in nearly every word
defined, every passage is given in which it occurs in the
New A very dix is given,
containing words borrowed from other languages; words
especially biblical ; words peculiar to individual New
Testament writers: and forms of verbs. The ook
fulflls every requirement of a lexicon, and ought to be
in the possession of every student of the Greek Testa~
ment.
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VOLUMES XXV. AND XXVL; 1,200 PAGES; 250 FINE ENGRAVINGS.

$2.00 A YEAR; $1.00 FOR SIX MONTHS,
GUARDIAN or WESLEYAN and MAGAZINE together,
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ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.
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ON THE CLIFFS, MADEIRA.

Specimen of Cuts in Lady Brassey's Nlustrated Serial.

ANOTHER ILLUSTRATED SERIES

WILL BR

AT THE ANTIPODES.
By the Rev. T. BOWMAN Srerarnsoy, LL.D.

SKETCHES OF TRAVEL IN AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAY

THE BRITISH PRINCES IN

THE SOUTHERN SEAS.
By the Sons of the Priyce or
WaLEs.

BOUVENIRS OF JOHN WES-
LEY. With Enzn\'lnw ot
many of the placesand ¢ inj
with which he was intimately
related.

THE LAND OF THE SKY.

Sketches of Travel in the High
Alps. By the EDITOR.

AMONG THE SPICE ISLANDS.

Sketches of Lite and Adventure
in Java, Sumatra, etc.

LANDS OF THE BIBLE.
Third Series.

-‘“ll(ln{l LIFE AND WORK IN
CH)N .

.ON THE COLORADO. IL

HER MAJESTY'S TOWER.
EDINBURGH, OLD AND NEW.
DAVID LIVINGSTONE.

And numerous other articles
coplously and handsomely
Nustrated.

MOUNT
Specimen of nume

OUR ILLUSTRATED SERIAL

“In the Trades,
The Tropics, and
The Roaring Forties,”
BY LADY BRASSEY.

WITH 90 EXQUISITE ENGRAVINGS.

This Serles of Papers descrives, in Lady
Brassey’s charming manner, & recent journey
of 14,000 miles in the Yacht Sunbeam, with

A i h

o n the
South America, the West Indics, and the
Spanish Main, ete. The Tllustrations will be
the best ever published in the Magazine.
Another important Series of Articles will

« Our Own Country,”

most of which will be handsomely Ilustrated.
1t will embrace
ACROSS THE CONTINENT.
By the Epitor, With copious Illustrations.
THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.
By the MARrQuIs OF LoRsE.  Also,
CANADIAN LIFE AND SCENERY.
By the MARQUIS OF LORNK.
THE NORTH PACIFIC COAST & ALASKA,
By Jonx T. Moore, Esq.
THE RIVER SAGUENAY : ITS GRANDEUR
AND ITS GLOOM.
By the Rev. Huan Jonxsrox, B.D.
INDIAN MISSION WORK ON THE PACIFIO
COAST.

By the Rev. W. W. Prraivat, Victoria, B.C.
THE DOMINION OF CANADA, ITS RE-
SOURCES AND ITS DESTINY.
By D. E. CAxgRox, Esq.

Also Papers on
MISSION WORK IN THE NORTII-WEST,
THE DUTY AND DIFFICULTY OF THE
FRENCH WORK,
MISSION WORK IN THE MARITIME PRO-
VINCES, and

D, Ere. LIFE AND LABOUR IN THE BERMUDAS.

3
o}
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OTHER ARTICLES.

As horetofore the Maaazine will publish contri.
butions from the leading minds of Methodism at
home snd abroad, and by leading writers of other
Churches, His serious illness has prevented the
Rev. DR, WiLLiams from completing his article on
' THF LESS KNOWN POETS OF METHODISM,”
but its early presentation is expected.

In addition to the other papers announced we
expect also the following :.—

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AS A CENTRE,
By the Rev. DR. CARMAN,

SIR JOHN LAWRENCE,
By the Rev, Augx, Laxarorp, of Winnipeg,

METHODISM AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS,
By the Rev. Joun Puivp, M.A., Montreal,
MADHOUSE LITERATURE.
By De. Daxizi Crark, Supt. of the Toronto
Lunatic Asylum,

WHY 1 AM A METHODIST.
By the Kkv. Gro. R. Crooks, LL.D,

FATHER MATHEW AND HIS WORK,
By the Rev. W. McDosaan,

“THE SCOTT ACT AND PROHIBITION,
By the Rev. B. B, Kxzrag

ST. PATRICK, THE APOSTLE OF IRELAND,
By the late TioMas Guarp, D.D,

DEMANDS AND DIFFICULTIES OF MODERN
UNBELIEF,
By Rrv. W. HarRisox,
FAMOUS MEN AND WOMEN. Second Series
THE HIGHER LIFE.
RELIGIOUS INTELL| NCR
HER MAJESTY'S MAIL,
BOOK REVIEWS,
CITY MISSION SKETCHES,
NATURAL SCIENCE PAPERS, Ero,

The Sketches of Life among the Lowly, by an
“East End Missionary,” and by the author of
“ Eplsodes of an Obscure Life," which have been
read with such interest, will be continued through
the coming Volume,

This is but a partial anrouncement of the con.
tents of the Mernopisr Macazive during the year
887, Many other Papers of special interest and
dmportance will be given,

ON LAKE LUCERNE,

Specimen of numerous Cuts of “ In the Land the Sky "
lzﬂiﬂ iy nd of Sky "~ Travels in

OUR SERIAL STORIES,

—

OUR FIRST SERIAL STORY WiLL pa

"“THE PREACHER'S DAUGHTER,"”

By MRS. E. A. BARR,

whose *‘Jan Vedder's Wite " has
proved the most Ppopular story
ever published in thig Magazine,
Her new story is equally strongly
written, and describes the sin
and sorrow and repentance of a
Methodist preachers daughter
during the trying times of the
Lancashire Cotton Famine, The
moral teaching of the story I
most pronounced and is highly
salutary,

—

Another story will be an.
nounced when we secure one
that comes up to our high idcal
of what a serial for this Magazmne
should be. We ghall publish
nothing Inferior to the very best
that can be procured —something
much better than ghe average
magazine story,




OUR PREMIUM BOOK FOR 1887.

We have been fortunate In securing as our Premium Book, for 1857, & fascinating story by the
RV, JACKSON WRAT, entitied,

SIMON HOLMES, THE CARPENTER.

No Premium Books have been more engerly read than Mr. Wray's former fascinating stories,
“ Nestleton Magna” and ** Matthew Mellowdew.” The volume which we now offer a8 »
Premium will be found of no Jess absorbing Interest. It is & stirring story of
that Yorkshire Methodism which he knows so well, It shows how the plaln
village carpenter and Meth- odist local preacher, with his shrewd wisdom,
his quaint humour, his saintly piety, becomes the oracle, the
guide, philosopher, and triend of lofty and lowly in the com-
munity. He brings the glad Gospel ot ealvation to the
‘ck chamber of the manor house, and brings joy
to 'he old Squire's heart by the restoration
of his wandering son, after unheard-of
sdventures and peril, to his

A

father's a1 ms. g / R » Ifwehaveany
criticism to £ g N 2 e 9 ™ offer, it is
that the . b4 ~ . R book is
almost too (3 crowded
with inei- dent, with
hair-breadt ; y v ‘scapes, with
adventures . /Y bordering
vpon th sensa tional, — adven-
wires among London thieves, Spanish

and the like. But
thread of religious
The blended pathos and
touch the fountain of tears
¥ benefit both head and heart.
be read with avidity by both
illustrated and handsomely
to every subscriber to the Maea-
85 cents, less than one-fourth the

Lrigand , village poachers
throug' all runs the golden
and hil

humor of the book will by turns
and of smiles; its religious lessons wils
The book is of fascinating interest, and will
old and young. It is & volume of 856 pages,
pound, stamped in ink and gold. It will be given
zixg, old or mew, post paid for the nominal sum of
regular price,

DINING UNDER DIFFICULTIES—*‘ THE SUNBEAM " IN A STORM,

CLUBBING RATES.
Harper's Magazine, or the Century Magazine, will St. Nicholas Magazine for $2.25; full price, $3.

be clubbed with the Mernopier MacaziNe for #3.25, Wide Awake: A Yt Folk's Magazine 3

instead of §4, the regular price. price, $2.40. by Y HenE e
Atlantic Monthly for §8.20; full price, #4. Littells Living Age: A Ok-page weekly for #,
Soribners Magazine for $2.60; full price, 8. . instead of 86, the foliprien. . e qur0; tad
Popular, Seience Monthly tor $4  tull price, 8. price, 2. a

447 These clubbing rates are in addition to the price paid for the MeTaoDIST MAoGABINE.
Some Schools have taken ten coples to eiroulate instead of Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive.

£ Send for Special Terms. In ordering, give Name and Post Office carefully.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

MUSIC

OR. S.

NEW EDITION OF
“8ING OUT THE GLAD NEWS.”,

With TWO ENTIRELY NEW PIECES, by J. M. Wavre, A Collection of Sacred

Songs used in Evangelistic Work by the
WHYTE BROTHERS,
Price 25 Cents Each. Per Dozen, $2.50.

AN INSTANTANEOUS SUCCESS.
“JEWELS OF PRAISE.”
By ASA HULL

A Collection of Choice, Original Hymns and Tunes suitable for the Sunday School,
Bible Class, and the Home Circle.
A’capital book for a Sunday-school Anniversary, Every piece a gem. No dry and useless stuff,
Price 35 Cents Hach. $3.60 Per Dozen, by Express,
Sample Copy mailed, post free, on receipt of price,

“THE GOSPEL IN SONG"
COMBINING

“SING THE GOSPEL,” ECHOES OF EDEN,”
Aund other selected Songs and Solos, For Sunday-schools and Revival Meetings,
By E. 0. EXCELL,

Price 35 Cents Hach, Per Dozen, $3.60.
& This book contains over 300 selections,

most of which are entirely new,

“GEMS OF GOSPEL SONG.”
By R. E. HUDSON, E. A. HOFFMAN, and J. H. TENNEY.

¥or Revival, Gospel, Prayer and Praise Meetings ; for the Sabbath-School and Home Cirole,
Fhis book and ** Spiritual Songl " (same price), are used by the WayTe Bros, in
Evangelistic Services,

Paper, 80 cents ; per Dozen, $3.00.

“SONGS OF REDEEMING LOVE."
EDITED BY
JNO. R. SWENEY, T. C. 0. KANE, C. C. McCABE, W, J, KIRKRPATRICK.
Price 85 Cents Hach, Per Dozen, $3.60,

& Send for List of other Music Books kept in stock,
Sample Copy post-free on receipt of retail price,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,

Or—C. W, COATES, Montreal, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.




ADVERTISEMENTS,

RECITATIONS, DIALOGUES, ETC.,

FOR THE

HOME AND SCHOOIL.

Young Folk's Entertainments. Paper 25 cents.

Hlocutionists' Annual ByJ. W. Shoemaker, A.M. No. 14, (New) also Nos. 1 to 13,
each 35 cents.

Choice Humor for Reading and Recitation. Paper 30 cents.

Acme Sabbath-School Reader and Reciter. A Collection of Readings Recitations
and Dialogues. Price, paper cover, 35 cents.

Sunday-School Anniversary Dialogues, etc. In Packages. Nos. 1 and 2, 55 cente
each net ; Nos. 3, 4, and 5, 45 cents each net.

Routledge's Temperance Reciter. Cloth, 35 cents.
Routledge's Popular Reciter. Edited and Selected by J. E. Carpenter.  Cloth, 35c.

Routledge's Comic Readings. Selected and Arranged by Edmund Routledge.
Cloth, 35 cents.

Routledge's Comic Reciter. Edited and Selected by J. E. Carpentor. Cloth, 3&c.

Routledge’s Blue Ribbon Reciter. Cloth, 35 cents.

Routledge's School Reciter. Containing 160 Pieces from Standard Authors, 12mo,
cloth, 35 cents.

Sunday-School Entertainments. Containing Exercises for Christmas and New
Year's, Easter Sunday, Memorial Days, and the Regular Sunday-school Concert. By
Mary B. C. Slade. Boards, 50 cents.

Sunday-School Concert Book. Twelve Exercises, By Frank Sweet, Boards, 50c.

Hlocutionary Studies. With New Readings and Recitals, By Edwin Drew.
Cloth, 35 cents,

The New Dialogues. By C. M. Barrows. Boards, 50 cents,

Sunday-School Concerts, Containing Exercises Adapted to Different Occasions,
Hezekiah Butterworth and Others, Boards, 50 cents.

Popular Amusements for School and Home, With Additions by Oliver Optic.
Boards, 50 cents.

OCharades and Pantomines, For School and Home Entertainment. With Additions
by Oliver Optic. Boards, 50 cents.

National Kindergarten Songs and Plays. Written and Compiled by Mrs. Leaise
Pollock. Boards, 50 cents.

Young Folks' Readings and Recitations. Compiled by Mrs. J. W. Shoemaker,
Price, paper cover, 15 cents ; boards, 25 cents.

Young Folks Dialogues. Entirely New. Price 25 cents each.

Temperance Readings and Recitations—In Prose and Verse. Edited by Miss L.
Penney. Five numbers now out. Every number different. Price, each, 25 cents.




ADVERTISEMENTS.

One Hundred Choice Selections—In Poetry and Prose. By P. Garrett. Issued in
twenty-five by Every ber different—Nothing r ¥ 1. Price, per number,
30 centa,

Best Things from Best Authors. Nos. 1, 2, 3. Designed for Public and Social En.
tertainment, and for use in Schools and Colleges. Edited by J. W, Shoemaker, A.M,
Prioe, each, cloth, $1.50 net.

The National Temperance Orator. A new and choice collection of Prose and Poetica.
Selections ; together with a series of Dialogues. Edited by Miss L, Penney. Cloth, §1.

Kirton's Standard Reciters: The Standard Popular Reciter, 35 cents ; The Standard
Band of Hope Reciter, 35 cents; The Standard Temperance Reciter, 35 cents; The
Standard Sunday School Reciter, 35 cents ; The Standard Comic Reciter, 35 cents ; The
Standard Speaker and Elocutionist, 35 cents,

Kirton's Standard Temperance Dialogues. Cloth, 35 cents,
The “Spurgeon” Sunday School Dialogues. Cloth, 35 cents,
The “Talmage” Sunday-School Dialogues. Cloth, 35 cents,
J. B. Gough's Temperance Dialogues. Cloth, 35 cents,

Hxhibition Days. Containing Dialogues, Recitations, etc., etc, By Mrs, Mary B, (.
Slade. 50 cents.

Temperance Dialogues—in Prose and Verse In Three Parts, Cloth, each 35 cents.

Penny Readings—in Prose and Verse. Selected and Edited by J. E. Carpenter. Cloth,
35 cents,

Ninety-Nine Choice Recitations and Readings., Nos. 1to7 already issued. Edited
by J. 8. Ogilvie. 30 cents.

Oanadian Humorous Reciter. Dialogues, Recitation, and Readings. Edited by James
L. Hughes. 30 cents,

Popular Readings—in Prose and Verse. Edited by J. E. Carpenter, Cloth, $1.00.

The Reedham Dialogues. A dozen Dialogues fer children. By Jokn Edmed. Cloth,
50 cents,

The Primary School Speaker. By Prof. J. H. Gilmore. Boards, 50 cents,

Penny Readings and Recitations, First and Second Series. By Prof. Duncan. 12mo-
cloth, 50 cents per part,

Pieces to Speak and How to Speak Them. (1) For children over 12, (2) For chil-
dren under 12. (3) Humorous, Price, per part, 25 cents net.

The BEureka Collection of Recitations and Readings. No. 1. Designed for
both Private and Public Entertainments. Comprising Selections from the Quarterly:
Elocutionist. Edited by Mrs, Anna Randall Diehl. Paper, 10 cents.

Bunday School Concerts, Dialogues, and Addresses. By Rev. T. C. Reade,
M.A. Price, paper, net 30 cents ; cloth, net 75 cents.

Auy Book on this List mailed post-free on receipt of Retail Price,
Send for our Complete List of Readings and Recitations, etc.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,

Or—C. W, CCATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Harirax, N.8..




ADVERTISEMENTS.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

]t will be to your .dvnniir," xf ou want good, sound Sunday School Library
Books, to write to us for lists. OUR LIBRARIES ARE CHEAP.
THE A. L. O. B, LIBRARY.
60 Volumes,

20 Volumes
PRIMARY LIBRARIES.

For Juvenile Scholars and Infant Classes.
Pansy’s Primary Library, 830 Volumes, 18mo
The ;rimary Economical. No. 1 40 Volumes, 18mo
The Primary Economical. ** 2. 40 LT
Model. No. 4. 50 Volumes, 16mo
Little People’s Picture Library. 50 Volumes, 48mo

ECONOMICAL LIBRARIES.

S5aw2

1
e
-
-«
-1
00D W

No. A. 50 Volumes, 12mo
“ 0 “" “

3
-

B.
“ C 40
“ D 80
No. 1.
" - l
" g bo “

No. 1. 50 Volumes, 16mo
" w “" “"
No. 1, 60 Volumes, 18mo
“" ‘o “" “ =

15
15

. 50
2. 50

40 Large 16mo Volumes
LYCEUM LIBRARIES.
Youth's Series. 30 Volumes

Children's Series. 20 Volumes

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARIES.
No, 1. 100 Volumes, 16mo
“ g 100 s LIS
" 6_ lw “

All the above mentioned Library Books contain many illustrations, are strongly bound, and
put up in neat boxes ready for shipping. These Libraries are giving great satisfaction wherever sold.

& Be sure and send for Lists of the Books contained in these Libraries.

. OUR MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS
At bc., 10c., 12c., 16¢., 26c¢., 80c., 86c., 60c., 76¢c., 90c., and $1.00, etc,,
SUITABLE for LIBRARIES, PRIZES or REWARDS, are NEW
and CAREFULLY SELECTED from the Best Publishing
Houses in England and the United States.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

©. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

A WORD ABOUT

Buying a Sunday School Library.

A bad book in the hands of youth is a powerful weapon of evil. Sunday-school com*
mittees find great difficulty in selecting suitable books for their library. After reading
catalogues and searching reviews, and seeking the opinions of others, they are still in
doubt. It requires much extended reading to keep posted as to what is best, and they
have neither the time nor facilities for such reading. Some think to visit a bookstore, and
make personal examination, would be the best way. Such an examination must, at best,
be but superficial, for want of time and patience, and often books are chosen in a hurry
because of their attractive binding or striking title.

THE BEST WAY TO GET BOOKS!

In nearly all cases, is to leave the selection to us, and if any of them are not satisfactory
after careful examination, the party ordering is at liberty to return the rejected volumes,
at our expense.

We have long made this a study, and try to keep abreast of the times, and secure only
such books as are of veal value. If you order, and leave seloction to us, please send the
following information :

- A list of books already in your library.

. The number of books wanted.

. Any special books wanted.

. The number of books wanted for each grade—Senior, Intermediate, and Primary
. The amount of money you desire to spend,

. Full shipping directions,

A WORD ABOUT DISCOUNTS!

The poorer the mechanical work, and the more worthless the inside of a book, the
greater discount offered —generally. Do not be beguiled with offers of great discounts, or
you will pay the difference before you get through. Many books are made on purpose for
large discounts, We will allow the largest reduction from list prices possible, consistent
with quality of book and sound business methods.

WE INVITE CORRESPONDENCE, AND GUARANTEE SATISFACTION.

SEND FOR OUR GENERAL CATALOGUE,

WILLIAM ERIGGS,

78 & 80 Kine Streer East, Toronro,

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. S. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.S.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES !

PRICES NET.

Anniversary Dialogues. Packages Nos. 1 and 2, each

Anniversary Dialogues, Packages Nos. 3, 4, and 5, each

Eiler's International Sunday School Record. Simple, complete, and accurate.
recerding on a new plan all matters pertaining to the business of the Sunday
School, showing the attendance and collection for the entire quarter without turn-
ing a page. Cloth, For 20 classes, $1.00 ; for 40 classes

Eiler's International Sunday School Collection Envelopes. No. 60. Blue paper, lined
with cloth, per dozen

Pirst Reading Book for Sunday Schools. Paper, per dozen .

Second Reading Book. Per dozen

Librarian's Account Book

Librarian’s Cards. 50 in package ; per package

Roll Book, Designed for the Use of Infant Classes, etc.

Becretary’s Minute Book ..........ccooieeee IR T X A T Y T 050

The Universal S. S. Record. Giving a condensed report of members present, absent,

dmitted t of collecti verses recited, etc., etc., in each class every

Sabbath., Quarto, cloth

Sunday School Class Book. Old Design. Per AOZOD vouvvrisrercnsarassassrasanie oo

Sunday School Class Book. New Design. So arranged that the names need only be
written once, Cloth, per dozen .........coovvuenneens PP S X3

Sunday School Register

Superintendent’s Record Book. Cloth

CATECHISMS.
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, per dozen
Methodist Catechism. No. 2, per doeen
Methodist Catechism, No, 3, per dozen ........... e %
Methodist Catechism. Nos. 1, 2, and 3, bound in one volume

REWARD CARDS, TICKETS, AND BOOKS.

Sunday School Reward Tickets. Per gross

Sunday School Reward Cards. Per package, from 10 cents each up.

Sunday School Reward Books. In packages, containing 48, 24, 16, 12, and 6 books.
Varying in size, ding to ber in package. Illustrated. Per p .

Sunday School Reward Books, In packages containing twelve books

THRE TEN COMMANDMENTS.

In large print, which can be read at a distance of thirty feet. Mounted on cloth and
varnished, with ring and roller, all ready for hanging up ; 34 by 21 inches........
Per mail, pre-paid

In large
Per mail
Unmoun




ADVERTISEMENTS,

THE LORDS PRAYER.
In large print, similar to the Ten Commandments. Mounted on cloth
Per mail, pre-paid
Unmounted

Palesti the New Test and Small Map of Jerusalem in one corner, Shows
all places mentioned in New Testament. Price, on fine White Muslin, $1.50 each ;
Price, Mounted on Rollers and Varnished

Palestine—Old Testament History. Shows all places
Price, on Munlln $1.50 ; Mounted and Varnished

MUSIC BOOKS FOR SUNDAY SGHUULS

GATHERED JEWELS

A COLLECTION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMNS AND TUNES, BY A SELECTED
CORPS OF AUTHORS OF GREAT PROMINENCE.
This Book contains a Department of Christian Heart Songs, prepared specially for Young
People’s Praise Meetings.

EDITED BY W. A. OGDEN
Pruce 36 Cents Each per Dozen, $3 60

BAND MUSIC:

By REV. D. SAVAGE and J. H. HATHAWAY.
The Music Book to be used at all meetings conducted by Mr. SAvaGE and his Bawp,
Pnceu —Ma,mlln. Covers, 25 cantu. lep Cloth Covers, 35 cenu

GATES AJAR:

A Collection of Hymns and Tunes for use in Sunday Schools, Praise and Prayer Meetings, etc,
BY J. H. KURZENKNABE,
Price 36 Cents Each; $3.60 per Dozen.

This is an entirely New Collection. Send for a Sample Copy for Examinatien,
Post- free. 3.) Cents mh

SONGS OF JOY AND GLADNESS:

e )Y iih
W McDONALD, JOSHUA GILL,
JOHN R. SWEENY, W. J. KIRKPATRICK,
CONTAINS 272 HYMNS.
Most of which are ENTIRELY NEW, and especially adapted for Prayer Meetings and
Special Services. Order a Sample Copy and try them over.
PRICE 40 CENTS IACH 34 00 PER DOZEN

WILLLAN BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Strest Bast, Toronto,

C. W. COATES, 3 Bleury Street, Montreal. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.




Schools UNABLE 1o pay full price will receive help from Sunday School Aid
and Extension Fund, on filling up and forwarding Form of Application to the Sec-
retary of the Sunday School Board—Rev. Dr. Withrow. Toronto.

Our Sunday Schobl Periodicals

FOR 1887.

-\ E are thankful for the greatly increased patronage of our Sunday-school periodicals

during the past year. We hope for its continuance in still increased measure. We
believe that our several periodicals will be more helpful and more interesting than ever before,
Neither money nor labor shall be spared in making them the best, the most attractive, and

the cheapest lesson helps and Sunday-school papers in the world.
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER

.will continue to adopt every improvemens that can be desired for increasing its efficiency as a
teacher’s help. A series of attractive fr ispi to each ber, giving full page engravings
of some striking scene in Bible lands, will be presented, and also, as opportunity offers, smaller
.engravings on the text. In order that every teacher in every school of the Methodist Church
may have the aid of this unsurpassed teacher’s monthly, its price will be uniformly sixty cents
a copy, whether taken singly or in any quantity, This gives the individual teacher an equal
advantage with the school which can take a large number, Thus
FIVE CENTS A MONTH

will place in the hands of a teacher twelve times thirty-two pages—384 pages a year—of rich,
full, concise, practical lesson notes and teacher’s hints, adapted for the several grades
.of the Sabbath-school, and well printed in clear type on good paper.

PLEASANT HOURS
was never so popular as during the past year. We are determined that the next year it shall

be better still. While retaining the same general features, it will introduce marked imp!
ments of illustration and context. It will, as heretofore, give special prominence to Christian
and Canadian and patrioti

‘missions—especially those of our own Church—to P
‘topics. It is a quarto eight-page paper, issued every fortnight, at the following low prices :—
PLeasant Hougs, 8pp. dto, every fortnight, single copies....... .
Less than twenty copies ........oooorrvarrininns o
. 022

Over twenty copies......... o s SE SRR RO B IAAR RN RA N

HOME AND SCHOOL

will be of the same general character as Preasaxt Hours, but of a somewhat superior
grade, and more varied home reading. These papers are, for size, and price, and excellence,
the cheapest in the world, We challenge comparison, They are even ordered from the United
States and Australia, as superior to anything that can be produced for the price in those
countries, Issued on alternate Saturdays, they furnish & paper for every Sunday in the year
They both abound in choice pictures, poems, stories, and sketches, in temperance and mission-
ary sentiment, and in loyalty to Queen and country. Many schools circulate these papers
instead of library books—finding them fresher, brighter, more attractive, and much cheaper.

Both these papers will be printed from new type Jeaded, and will be much more attractive

than ever.

Home AxD ScrooL, 8pp. dto, every fortnight, single copies........ovee $0 30
Lees than twenty copies .......... R e 1S L 1 seeanen . C2

Over twenty COPIEB.....coovierr onrierinprariteannrosnnie

has been
and same
four paps
meets a
do mot
samples,

!

the comp:
with a st
little folk
lesson nof

s

1

This
contains 8
questions,
ciation mg
each per

will conta
exercises,

gives revie
a dozen ; §

The al
early, that
year now u
and New ]

School
the primar

For ti
best suitec

For tl
found in e

We ch
those of D
Sunday Scl
& month ; |
come every
pages. Be
if not anti-

While
separately,
several gra
Superinten

MONTR!



THE NEW PAPER-‘‘HAPPY DAYS.”

has been & great success and has at once reached a large circulation. It is of the same grade
and same size and price as the SuNBEAM, and is issued on alternate weeks, so that, with our
four papers, schools have one for every Sunday, both for senior and primary classes, This
meets & long felt want which has been frequently expressed by many schools, Any who
do not receive specimens of our S, S, papers, will confer a favour by writing for
samples, which will be sent free,

Harpy Davs is issued every fortnight, single copies

Twenty copies and over

THE SUNBEAM )
the companion paper to Happy Davs, will be brighter, better, and more beautiful than ever,
with a superior grade of pictures, and will be issued every fortnight, It is just what the
little folk of the primary classes need—full of pretty pictures, short stories, poems, and easy
lesson notes.
SUNBEAM, every fortnight, when less than twenty copies.......... vees $0 15
Twenty copies and upwards

THE BEREAN QUARTERLY.

This is one of the cheapest and most attractive lesson helps we publish, Each number
contains sixteen pages—sixty-four pages a year—with lesson notes, lesson hymns, catechism
questions, open and closing exercises, a descriptive index of names and places with the pronun.
ciation marked, and a piece of choice music. In quantities of five and over, post free, 6 cents

each per year,

THE BEREAN LEAF
will contain all the lesson notes of the quarter, but it has not space for the opening and closing
exercises, nor the descriptive index, Price, $5.50 per 100, post free.

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW SERVICE
gives review questions, responsive readings, hymns, ete. Very popular. By the year, 24 cents
a dozen ; $2.00 per 100; per quarter, 6 cents a dozen ; 50 cents per 100,

The above rates are all post paid, Specimens will be sent free to any address, Send orders
early, that we may promptly meet the increased demand, Scheols sending new orders for the
year now will veceive the numbers for the rest of the year gratis, including the special Christmas
and New Year's numbers,

GRADED LESSONS.

8chools desiring graded lessons will find them in these papers, The simplest of all for
the primary classes is the SuNpEAM,

For the great intermediate mass of scholars, the lessons in Preasant Hours will be
best suited.

For the advanced classes, very full lesson notes in the SuNpaY Scmoor BANNER will be
found in every way adapted.

We challenge comparison of our Sunday School papers, for size, quality, and price, with
those of D. C. Cook, of Chicago, or of any other publisher, For instance, Cook’s Monthly
Sunday School papers, ** for the main school,” are 11 cents a year each, for a paper coming onee
amonth ; for two papers a month, 22 cents a year. Our papers are 22 cents a year, and they
come every fortnight, and contain E1GHT closely printed pages, while Cook’s have only voum
pages, Besides, ours are Canadian and Methodist, while Cook’s are foreign and wn-Methodist,.
if not anti-Methodist.

While Cook's graded Quarterlies may be cheaper than the BANNER if each grade be taken
separately, yet the EANNER, containing all the grades together, is much cheaper than Cook’s
several grades taken together, Will Ministers kindly call the atteution of their Schools and
Superintendents to those facts.

TORONTO : WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,
78 & 80 King Street East.
MONTREAL: C. W. COATES, HALIFAX: 8, F. HUESTIS.
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1887.—S. §. LESSON HELPS.—1887.
PELOUBETS SELECT NOTES. Cloth, $1.25.

PELOUBET'S QUESTION BOOKS. 3 Grades. Fach 20 Cents, or 17 Cents Each by
the Dozen.

VINCENT'S LESSON COMMENTARY. Cloth, $1.25.
VINCENTS QUESTION BOOKS. 3 Grades. 20 Cents Bach, or 17 Cents Fach by

the Dozen.

MONDAY CLUB SERMONS. Cloth, $1.25.
BOOK MARK LESSON-LIST. Price 50 Cts. per 100.

ices with Hours of Service, ete , see advertisement in another part of this

For pri
Magazine.

LEAF CLUSTER. Greatly improved. Per quarter,

£1.40; or $5.60 per year.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 and 80 King Street Hast, Toronto.

(. W. Coates, Montreal, Que. §. F. Huesrs, Halifax, N.S.

c.T..8.C.
COURSE OFAREAD|NG FOR 1886-87.

REQUIRED READINGS.

PRICES TO MEMBERS.
Walks and Talks in the Geological Field. By Alexander Winchell, LL.D., of Michigan
T L e AT i AT $1 10
Recreations in Astronomy. By Henry W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 12mo
Sketches from English History. By Prof. A. M Wheeler, A.M., of Yale College.

(Not required of Class of 1887.) 12mo
English Literature. By Prof. H. A. Beers, A. M., of Yale College. 16mo, ..
(Classic French Course in English, By Dr. W, C. Wilkinson, 16mo
Warren Hastings. By Lord Macaulay. (Special C. L. 8. Edition.) 16mo....
A Short History of the Early Church., By J. F. Hurst, D.D., LL.D. 16mo.
The Christiun Religion. By George P. Fisher, D.D., LL.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical
History in Yale College, 16mo
ta Complete Set Mailed, Post Free, on Receipt of $6.25.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, 76 & 80 King Street East, Toranto.

8, F, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.

C. W, COATES, Montreal, Que.
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ADVERTISEMENTS,

087 THE BOOK-MARR. LESSOM-LIST. Loe

Tre Lessox List, embodying in a convenient an
Texts, and Memory Verses, sclected by
SuNpay-scHoor, CoNv

1 unique form the Lessons, Golden
the LessoN CoMMITTEE of the INTERNATIONAL
NTION, has received the endorsement an

1 hearty commendation of leading
Superintendents and Sunday-school journals throughout the land

The Book-Mank LessoN-List is furnished in three styles— differing on the last Yage.
h name of Church or School and List of Services on last page,

50 or less - . - $1 00 350 - . . - $3 00
100 . - . 50 400 - 3 20
150 - . - - 500 . 3 50
200 - - - - 215 ! 750 - . . - 4 20
250 . 1000 - - - 5 00
300 - - | 2000 or over, - per 1000 4 50

No. 1.—-W

No. 2.~ With last page U K, and No
Less thau 500 - .
500 to 1,000 s
1,000 or over - .

0. Be= With general matter on Inst page,
. . . ents per hundred,
“ lu “

—PRICES--
—S3014d-—

40 ¢« “

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto,

C. W, COATES, Mo~xtrEsL, QU

N, F. HUESTIS, Havrax, N.&

OSEPH QILLOTT'S 1,50 "5 P2 oo,

e Favorite Numbers, 303, 404, 332,

STEEL pENS 351, 170, and his other styles,
°

Sold throughnr* 't the World.

| MILLENNIAL DAWN
{THEY PILAN OF TH F AGES
Price $1.00 at any Bookstore,
ONE COopy 1 We have set aside 500 copies for

thus bringing this ‘helping hand ”
i ontact w th Bible Students di-
Iy and quickly, ~*To the skep.
cal this book is of priceless value,”
TOWER PUBLISEING €0,,
Allegheny, Pa.

SONS for Sunday-schools, Full
text of lessons for NS

Maps, Memory-Verses, Golden T xte,

6+ pages, 1§ x 4} fits vest pocket. Kounded corners,

Wi itched ; g ayear. A marvel of convenience, *

[ Re e 3¢ gy ol o] % “in

E-stey Organ, | every w irable.” “What every ono

; s | wanted.” B, ¥ n the hands of

S-olidly Made, | ¥cholars,” ( ovel

o8 tough card, e, Sold by
| 8.8, 2 H. R. Cuissoun, Morgan Park, Chicago,
T‘ one Ull]'i\'ll/“l"l. ! ntendent or Fastor,

Ns s
— e 11sh, "
E le ;.;unt K L \l We send the Deli it ful Story, Tr

8Y'8
. P ' O MAS, by N JARET SYDNEY,
¥ -cars of Popularity. | i, b Matwir
| with a 2 cent :ft_;l;nln‘gbflm;m(mnﬁ.
k P & CO, s
The Lext Mag Y r i
ST ot Wive s
ESTEY URGAN [}[].. Hl‘ahtlﬂbm‘ﬂ, Vf. #1; TuE PANsy, 81 0 -
- LOTHROP & ¢ Franklin St., Boston,
JUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS ditustrated 52-page Christmas Greeting Free
\) send $1.50 to F. C Warson, Sarnia,
Ontario, and receive the UNIVERSAL SUN. '
DAY-SCHOOL REGISTER by return mail. | .
The most complete Register ever published. TED, © 8. 8088 Pres.
Will last Two years, ' + Cincinnati, 0.

Seripture onl

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES SENT FREE
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Sbngs for Winter

THE LOW PRICE OF THE
NEW MUSIC EDITION

(JOSPEL HYMNS

CONSOLIDATED

ased the drmand for this unequalled

Has greatly incr
426 Hymns firmly

collection for Devotional Meetings.
bound in Boards,
#45 per 100 Coplest 50 cts, each, by mail.
Former editions published at old prices.

THE GOSPEL CHOIR.

Used in all of Mr, MoopY's meetings as & comjan
to GospEL HynNs, A collection of new Gospel
great power and use full Extra lnrge type.
per 100 Copies, 46 cen ach, by mail, Words
only, $10 per 100,

L Compiled by

SELEGT 0“ . F. N. PELOUBET, D.D.

844 Hymus and Tunes, admirably chosen for use where
only one is desired for the Devotional Meetings and
the Sunday School,

All wno have used
highest terms,

Firmly bound in Cloth, $40 per 100 Coples.
An edition of Words only, $10 per 100 Coples.

1 Seueer Soxos spenk of it in the

A Complete Catalogue sent on request

BIGLOW & MAIN,
76 East Ninth Street, New York,
Chicago House, 81 Randolph Street.

1 A".EY'S Compound _ Light-
Spreading  Silver-
Plated CORRUGATED GLASS
REFLECTORS!
(For Gas or OiL. A wonderful
o invention for lighting

CHURCHES,
Opera Houses, Halls, and Etore-rooms
Handsome  designs. satisfaction

Guaranteed, lllustrated Catalogue
and price list mailed free.
BAILEY REFLECTOR CO,, 113 Wood 8t.,
Pitishurg. Pewn,

ORLD’'S BEST.

West's Liver Pills.

—POSITIVELY CURES—
DYSPEPSIA, 8ICK HEADACHE,
LIVER COMPLAINT, INDIGESTION,

A few Boxes will cure any case of Dyspepsia,
simply b* taking One Pill every Night on re-
tiring. They do not lose their effect ike other

Pills,
25¢. per Box. Five Boxes for $1.

THIRTY PILLS IN A BOX. SULD BY ALL DRUGGISTS,

John 0, West & Co., Proprietars, Toronto,

THE HAND-BOOK FOR SGHDLAR'S

FOR 1887,
ON THE INTERNATIONAL

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS,

ARE TWO IN NUMBER.
For the Younger Scholars:
THE JUNIOR SCHOLARS' HAND-BOOK.
For the Older Scholars :
THE SCHOLAR'S HAND-BOOK.
Both by the Rev. E. W. Rick, D.D.

Fresh and bright, [lustrated. Printed from good
type, Easily read. Compact, comprehensive, and helpful.
Sound in tewching. Excellent in suguestion,

Adapted o s amd clusses In every way,

Gad's Word is clearly set forth, its saving truths made
prominent,

Single copy of elther, 15 cents s by the 100, $12,

The American Sunday-School Union,

1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphiag
10 Rible House, New York.

THE BEOT ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE IN THE WOBLD

FOR YOUTH AND THE FAMILY.

1f you want Eighty Pages a month fresh from the pens
of the ablest and most Popular Writers of Awmerica, sub-
seribe for

WIDE AWAKE (Only $2.40 a year.)
(Now in Its 23rd volume.)
Wink AWAKE has the best stories, the heut,{;oemn. the
Y

best practical and instructive articles, and only the best.
It has over 500 beautiful pictures yearly.

TWO EXTRA NUMBERS FREE.

Two numbers, October, November, will be sent free to
every new subscriber rem{mnx ¥2.40 before January 25th,
with & request for the extra numbers, Specimen free to

i becrib The must be sent

H HAN ‘Writing thoroughly

launhl"iy lnn{l or
personally. Situations procured for purils when com.
petent, Send for circular, W.G.CHAFFLE Oswego,N.¥Y

direct to

D. LOTHROP & (0., Publishers, Boston,

And

AG]
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everybody wants a copy; all our Volunteers want a copy
of this work, which gives a full account of their noble
deeds in the Late Rebellion.

AGENTS—T}lis is the book for you to handle; sells at sight;

THE LATEST AND MOST COMPLETE AND
POPULAR HISTORY

OF THE

DOMINION OF CANADA,

FROM THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA TO THE PRESENT TIME.

Including the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward’s Island, British Columbia, Manitoba, North-West Territory,
and the Island of Newfoundland ; also a full and correct account of the Late
ReBELLION in the North-West, with Maps and llustrations, thus bringing this
history down to the latest date. '

BY REV. W. H, WITHROW, D.D, FRS.C.
Auwthor of the * Oatacombs of Rome,” ** School History of Canada,” etc., e,

Among those who have taken the work are Governors (both Dominion and
Provincial), Attorney-Generals, Judges, Bishops, Clergymen of all denomina-
tions, Lawyers, Editors, Ministers of Education, Professors in Universities and
Colleges, School Inspectors, Teachers, Manufact , Merchante, Presidents of
Insurance Companies and Banks, and Loan C: ies, Bank Manag
Farmers, Clerks, Mechanics, and even Labouring Men have saved up money
enough to purchase the

ONLY POPULAR HISTORY OF CANADA.
It is certainly the very best History out, and is endorsed by the press of both

litical parties. Conservative or Reformer will find this an impartial history,
ivery house in the land should have a copy.

CHEAPEST BOOK OF THE DAY.

Size—Large Octavo, containing 670 pages, Illustrated with Eight Steel
Portraits, 116 Woodcuts, and Six B iful Col d Lith phic Maps,

SOLD ONLY BY AGENTS
And cannot be had through booksellers. ## Order a copy from the Agent

when he calls,

AGENTS (Ladies or Gentlemen) wanted to canvass the Towns
and Townships not yet represented for this fast-selling book.

& Write for Circulars, stating your experience, if any, to

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,
78 &:.80 King Street East, Toronto,
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SECOND CANADIAN COPYRIGHT EDITION. “

REV. SAM. P. JONES

MUSIC BOOXK,

“THE GREAT AWAKENING.”

The two pieces

Containing * HAPPY AT THE CROSS,” and “GOD IS CALLING YET.”
which were so popular at the meetings held in Toronto.

Mailed post-free, on receipt of 30 cents 3 or, $3.00 per dozen by express, uot prepaid,

WORDS ONLY BEDITIOIN.

3 Limp Cloth. Price 10 Cents, Post-free 11 Cents.

E
«ToroNT0, CANADA, October 26th, 1886.

«“To THE PUBLIO—
¥ Dr. William Briggs, of the Methodist Book
authorized publisher of my sermons delivered during my &
publications of these sermons are piratical and unauthorized, and are, therefore, 8

and I hope an honest public will not deal in such.
“SAM. P. JONES

and Publishing House, in Toronto, is the only
tay in Toronto, Canada. All other
tolen goods,
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RIFLE SHOTS AT THE KINGS ENEMIES!

BEING SERMONS DELIVERED IN TORONTO

BY THE REV. SAM. P. JONES.

—ALSO—

SAM SMALL’S FAMOUS SERMON

«DELIVERANCE FROM BONDAGE

With Introduction by Rev. Joux Porrs, D.D., Chairman of Mr. Jones’ Executive Committee.

PAPER COVERS, PRICE 26 CENTS. TRADE SUPPLIED.

and 80 King Street East, Toronto.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 7

C. W. CoAtEs, Montreal, Que. | 8. F. Huestis, Halifax, NS

K b o g

A

74

S|

i




