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Qusstioy,—Is it in accordance with reason and
scripture thet man should incur endless misery by
the violation of the moral law, and that the infliction
«of the penalty (upon the transgressor,) should be
inevitable unless he here repents and believes ?
The accordance of Scripture is so full, cleat, and
nerfectly explicit, as to render our labor under this
head exceedingly light and easy. We have only to
produce s small number of the immense array of
passages which exist—lay them down openly, with-
ott note or comment, and leave thom in all their na-
tive unbroken strength, to lie before us us massive

wound itself, by falling upunthem; while we cundact
2, formal and systematic examinration of the ground,
work of Umverso.hsm, laying bare the HIDING
PLACES of its hoasted strength, that all may disco-
ver them to be but refuges of lies, that the decived
mey fiy from their, in horror, and from the * wrath
0 come,” and through grace be led to 1ay hold upon
ETERNALLIFE. The few passages of the immense
erray, to which reference has been made, are as
follows: .

The perially of sin s the first and the second death.

Gen.2: 17. Of the tree of the knowledge of good |
and evil, thou. shelt not eat of it, foi the day that
thou entest thereof thon shalt surely die.

Ezk.18: 4. The soul that sinneth,.it shall die.—

Jam. 1: 13.
forth death.

Rev. 21: 8. The fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,.
and sorcerers, and idolaters; and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake that burneth with fire and
brimstonet which is the sccond death.

The hopes qf some perisk at death.
Job 27: 8. What és the hope of the hypocrite,. -

tbough he hath gained, when. God taketh away his.
soul? 9. Will God bpar bis cry when trouble cameth

L4
Sin, when it is finished, bringeth

upen him ?
Job. 8; 13. The hypocrite’s hope shall perish.—
11 20. The eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they

'shall not escape, and their hope shall e as the ngmg'
up of the ghost. ,

Pr. 10: 28. The bope of the rightecous shall be
gladuess : bat the .expectation of the wicked shalk.
perish.—11.: 7. When a wicked man dieth, Afs
expectation-shall perish; and ._o hope of unjust men
perisheth,

The endtess misery of those whose hopes perish at death.
Mat. 25: 41. Then shall he say also unto themon
the left hand, Depatt from me, ye carsed, into ever-

lasting fire,,prepared for the devil and his engelg:—

46. And these shall go away into everlesting punish-
ment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Mk. 9: 43. If thy hand offend theé, cut it off; it'is:
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than havibg

two bands to go into hell, into the fire that never

shall be guenched: 44. Where their worm dieth-

not, and the fire is not qncnched —14: 21. The Son

33; 11. Say unto them; s I live, so.n.h the Lord.
God .Ibave. no pleasuré in the death of the wicked ;

tarn ye, torn yo from your evil ways; for why mll_
¥y die, O house of Tsrael?

of mon-indeed gacth, ag it i§ writtén of him: but woe
tothat man by whom the- Son of man is bctrayed"

" but that .iae wicked tarn from his way and live; (800d were 4t for thet man if he'had never bcen. born.

[¥at. 26: 24]
Lk. 3: 17, Whosc fan is-io his hang, and he will

Rom. 6 23. The. wages of sin is.death: butthe tboroughly -purge his ﬂqar, dod will gather the wheat

ngt of Gpd is cternal life, through Je esus Christ,. our
Lora. .

into his garner ; bat the chaff he will burn with. fire
unquenchable,

’ -
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Jn. 3: 36. He that believeth on the Son, hath’

everlasting life: and he that Dbelieveth not the Son,
shall not see life, but the wrath of Gud abideth on
him,

Ph. 3: 18, (For many walk, of whom I hare told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they
are the encinies of the cross of Christ: 19. Whose
end is destruction, whose Cod fs thar belly, and
whoee glory is in their shame, who mind earthly
things.)

2. Th. 1: 7. The Lord Jesug shall be revealed frem
heaven with his mighty angels; 8. ¥n flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 9.
Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his'power.

Jude 6. The angels which ltept not their frst
cstate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved
in everlasting cbaing under darkness unto the judg-
ment of the great day. 7. Even as Sodom and Go-
morrah, and the citics about them in like reanner,
giving themselves over to fornication, and going
after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suf-
fering the vengeance of eternal fire. 13. Raging
waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame ;
wandering stars to whom is reserved the blachpess
of darkness for ever.

Rev. 14: 9. And the third angel folloired them,
saying with a Joud voice, Xf any man worship the
heast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand. 10. The same shall drink
of the wine of the wratl of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of hisindignation; and
he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the hoiy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb: 11. The smoke of their torment nscendeth
up for ever and cver: and they have mo rest
day nor niglit, who worship the beast and his
image, and whosoever rcceiveth the mark of his
name. 20: 10. The devil that dcceiv_ed them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false propbet are, and shall be torment-
ed day and night for ever and ever.

Preaching life to the wicked—not a new crime.

Gen. 3: 4. The serpent said unto the woman, Ye
shall'not surely die.

Dt. 20: 19. And it come to pass, when he beareth
the words of this carsc, that he bless himself in his
heart, saying, Ishall have peace, though I walk in
the imagination of wine heart, to add drunkenness to
ty;rst

Ezk. 13: 22. With lies ye bave made tke beart of
the righteous sad, whom 1 have not made sad; and
sfrengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should
not return from his wicked way, by promising Bim
life.

2 Pet. 3: 5. This they willingly are ignorant of,
that by the word of Ged the heavens were of old, and
the eacth standing out of the waterand in the water:
6. threby the wosld ¢hat then was, beingoverflowed

~

with water, perished: 7. But theheavensand the earth,
which are new, by the same word arc kept in store,
reserved unto fire agsinat the day of judgmeont and
perdition of ungodly men.

The second death of the sinner inevitable unless he
believes.

Gal. 3: 21. If there bad been a law given which
could have giver life, verily rightecusness should
have been by the law. 22. But the scripturq bath
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.

Ac. 4: 12. Neither is there salvatior inany other:
for there s none other mame under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved. 13: 38.
Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren,
that through this man is preached unto you the for-
giveness of sing; 39. And by him aH that believe
are justified from all things, from which ye could not
be justified by the law of Moses.

Gal. 2: 16. Knowing that a man 3 not justified
by the works of the Iaw, but by the faith of Jesns
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not
by the works of the law ; for by the works of the law
shall nd flesh be justified. 20. I am crucified with
Christ : nevertheless, I live; yet not 3, but Christ
livetk in mc: and the }fe which I now live in the
flesh, Ilive by the faith of the Son of God, wholoved
me, and gave himself for me. 21. 1 do not frusirate
the grace of God: for if righicousmess come by the
law, then Christ i3 dead in vain.

Mat. 18: ¥1, The Son of mwan i3 come to save that
which was lost.

Jn. 1: 12. As mony 83 zetefved hiwm, to thems
gave be power to become the sons of God, even
to them thet believe on his name~3: 16. God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth on bim, shoald not perish,
but have everlasting life. 18. He that believeth on
him, is nct condemned ; but ke that believetd not,
is condemred already, because he bath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Som of God. 36.
He that believeth on the Son bath everlasting lifo :
and be that believeth not the Son, shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on bim. 8: 24. Ifye
believe not that F am ke, ye shall die in your sirs,

Leaving these passages of Scriptare, in their own
keeping, ag rocks that cannet bs meved, while thex
toss in*~ foam cvery assailing surge, and break and
wound all who fall violently upon them, I proccedat
once to examine the groundwork of Universalism,
that we raay lay bare the hiding places of its
strength, as already proposed.

We have affirmed i to be not only in accordsnes
with Seripture, that man should incur endless misery
by the violation of the moral law, butalse thms it is
in accordance with reason. Universalism exclstins,
menacingly, that is impessible }—absolutely imp'os'si—
blel—Man being a finite creature under 2l circain-
stances, is utterly mcompetent to do that' whxch is

infinite, but his sing are his personal acts, and thére-
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fore must be finite like himself under all circum-
stances, and pever infinite in any case. In appoint-
ing the punishment of the sinner, a just God must
sce that it is in strict proportion to his sin: but
man’s sins are only finite, and endless punishment, of
whatever kind, necessarily infinite ; and therefore it
follows, ns a perfectly legitimate conclusion,that man
aever can incur endless misery, even should his ac-
tions or bic sins be of the worst possible description.

e know that universalists will give us credit for
having placed this argument, which is the sheet an-
chor of all their hopes, in its best possible light,
and we deeply lament that an argument so plausible
wasg cver constructed: because though fuultless in
stracture, and seemingly sound and perfectly invul-
nerable in all its premises, it is nevertheless rotlen
to the very core ; and hence the thonsands who have
been deceived by its fuir show of truth, and who
have placed their souls under its shelter, arve in the
sad condition of those who have made lies their re-
fuge: to render which apparent is only necessary
to observe,

That in a just appointment of punishment, the
allotment is never made in proportion to the ACT of
sin, but always made in degrec equal to its GUILT !
This vital truth, underlying ss it does the whole argu-
* ment, and yet completely ignored in its ground work,
tears up on coming in to view the entire foundation,
and tumbles the whole fabric into a worthless heap
of ruins. It is readily admitted that sin lies
at the door of every one, who is so endowed 8s to
be justly held responsible for the morality of his con-
duct, wherever that conduct is cither not conformed
to the law of God, or violates any one of its pre-
cepts; so that sin in its most positive form, is simply
the act of o finite creature, and therefore so far as
the act is concerned necessarily finite; but, before
any sin can be properly punished, it is necessary to
detcrmine the amount of guiltinvolvedin it, as neces-
sarilly conceded even by universalist writers. Smith
the ablest among them, in his treatise on “Divine
Government,” coutends that guilt is to be “measured”
in all cases, by the sinner’s “ability to understand, con-
siected with the causes and means of knowledge” ; uunfor-
tunately, for himself and his adherents however, while
Smith thus saw a part, his rule for the measurement
of guilt falls infinitely short of the truth; for let two
‘Yrothers, sons of the same father be seen contending
ir angry altercation, till trampling upon their com-
mon humanity, and brutally bursting thie bonds of
brotherhood, they mutually fall upon each other with
blows—the father approaches and suddenly, with
grief and anguish agitating his frame, laying his
hands upon them both, he commands them to desist
from their beastly strife ; and pressing in between
them, shoves them ajart; provoked by this inter-
ference oné of the sons lifts his hand from smiting
Lis brother and instantly STRIKES HIS FA-
THER!!! Shocked by such & gcene, human society
ig prepared o harl sich a wretch fromits synipd-
thies, and-t0 allow his name to rot in infaay ; while

the sentence of Heaven is heard in the utterance of o
still deeper exccration, proclaiming Lo that smiteth
father or mother LET HIM DIE THE DEATH!
But why all this immense increase of horror and in-
dignation ? The person who has just’ struck his
futher, is the same who the momentbefore smotohis
brother—the gin, in both cases, so far as the act
is concerned, is precisely the same, it is the sin of
smiting. In the moment that intervened between
his sing, the sinner's ¥ ability (o understand,’ could
not have changed, nor* the causes and means of
knowledge,” and hence, if Smith’s rule for the mea-
surement of the guilt of sin be perfect, the guilt in-
curred by the son in striking his father, could nat
be greater than that which he incurred in smiting
his brother ; a conclusion most glaringly erroneous ;
and hence truth demands another mode of measuring °
the guilt of sin.

The Emperor of the French may heap a thousand
indignitics upon a private British subject, butlet him
venture to treat in the same manner, the official
representative of the British Empire—let him refuse
the demanded explanation—and immediately the
British Lion lashed to fury will roar against him;
and every engine of destruction with which the
strength of the British navy can invest his shores, will
pourinits murderoug wrath uponhim—andall the mil-
lions of Britain, with every bayonet bristling—with
every sword uplifted—and with every gun open-
mouthed, will fall upon him in destructive wrath; to
avenge an indignity offered to one individual, while
the nation takes no notice of a rhousand indignities
offered to another ! Why is this?

In the case of the son’s transferring his blow from
his brother to his father; and in the case of the
Emperor’s transferring his indignity from e private
subject to the British plenipotentiary; it is clearly
obvious, that the enormous increase of guilt conse-
quent on the transfer in each instance is not attri-
butable to any change in the ability or circumstances
of the offender, and stil less to any change in the act
of transgression; and hence the cause of the over—
whelming increase of guilt observable in each cage,.
must be sought for in something connected with the-
relative position of the respective parties sinned:
against.

The position of the father, Yet it be observed, is that
of the founder, ruler, head and representative of the-

family—that every® member reverence and honour
him, is essential to the harmony and well bei g ofthe-
houschold, and the same being true of all the families
of the earth—this connected with the fact that irrover—
ence is diffusive in its nature, susceptible of being
spread by example, renders an act of direct irrever-
ence shown to tho father of any familw. by any
member thereof, a positive injury to esery fpmily
upon earth; and hence the fearful enormity. of the
guilt incurred by the son who Lifts his hand against
his father ; the guilt of striking a brothex; great ag it
unquestionably is, sinks in the comparison into utter-
insignificance. The British minister at the copri of
France, is the direct representative of thie British

nation, and hienoe of every individual composing it;.
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and therefore an indignity ofered to him, by France
or by her official representatives, is equally as offen-
sive as though it were offered to each citizen of the
empire personally, so that the gnilt incurred by such
an act, is as nmuch greater than that incurred by
offering the same indiguity to a private subject, ns
the value of the nnited intérests of all the millions of
the British Empire, is greater than the interests of)
on¢ individusl. And thns, by a clrse observance of;
facts, we are enabled to Iy it down as a lixed princi-
ple, THAT OTHER CONDITIONS REMAINING UNCHANGED,
THE GUILT OF LVFRY SIN I3 ALWAYS IN PROPORTION TO
THE VALUE OR DMPORTANCH OF THE RELATIONS WEICH
THE PERSONAGE SINNLD' AGAINST SUSTAINED TO OTLER.
INTRLLIGENCES. But as this formula i3 too long for;
convenience ; and as rightfully sustaining important
relations to other irntelligences, always gives true
dignity to such a personage, in proportien to the
importance of the relations wiich he honourably
susains: the formula may be thus stated .—-Tm:'
GUILT OF SIN IS ALWAYS IN PROPORTION TO THE DIGNITY
OF THE PERSONAGE SINNED AGAINST.

It may now be observed, that this method of
measuring the guilt of an offence, is universally acted
apon among all families, peoples, rations and lan-
guages: so universally, indeed, that it is decmed
utterly impossible to find a single exception in any
nation barbarous or civilized ; or, in any age ancient
or modern. Of this, while in the city of Kingston,
last Thursday, I was furnished with a striking exem-
plification. Stepping on board the small steamer
Juno, T entered into conversation with a man who
had evidently been an old seaman, and incidentally
learned from him, that on u certain occasion he and
six others deserted from their vessel, in one of their
boats—this was near the coast of New Zealand. After
sailing some time, they were compelled to land on
one of the islands. In a difficulty that occurred
between them and the Islanders, two of the white
men struck the chief; the two guilty of this offence,
were instantly killed—their fesh pulled off their
bones, and eaten in the presence of my informant
and his four associates, as they stood bound in their
midst. I then asked him why the cannibals did not
malke food of him and his companions? “O0Oh!” said
he “they never kill people simply for food, we nip
voT strike THE cuier ! They killed only the two
who did—they regard Ais person as sacred—whoever
TOUCHES HIM MUST DIE! Lost then as these can-
-nibals were to all the less palpable principles of moral
responsibility, they still retain the knowledge of the

o

f every offence has been rated in proportion to the
dignity of the party sinncd agsinst; the question
with you now is, can you rctain the hope, that this
priuciple is not applivable to youroffences committed
against Gud. Knowing that the fuilure of this hope is
the conviction that your guilt is infinite, and that yon
have felly merited endless misery. you refuse toletit go.
Like the wretehed vietim of heedless folly, who, week
Lefore last, sprang from his boat as it sped, careering
to inevitable destruction, through the foaming surges
that crown the brow of Niagara's face of death! To
avoid the experience of its horrors, he sprang from
his boat, cre yet it quivered, half length in air, o'er
ruin's gulph—Dhe sprang,~—uias! what necessity was
there | and clenching in agony the foam-clad trunk
of a forest tree that had been wedged between
sunken rochs, b, the downward sweep of the raging
torrent, "he clung to this last and only object that
could stay the instant consummation of his doom;
and as ke tightened his embrace of his last refuge, as
yuivering, it seemed ready to be wrenched from its
moorings, so you cling to the hope we have named,
while the force of this argument makhes it tremble in
your gmasp. DBut hiere the analogy ends; for when
the moment came, as come it did, that he could re-
tain his grasp no lunger, the shill of the multitude
assembled having been buffled in every effort made
for his rescue, springing upwards in the agony of
despair, and uttering a wail, which none that heard
can ever twish £) hear repeated, he fell into the boil-
ing floud that feeds the cataract, and was lost! In
your cuse, huwever, the abandonment of your refuge
is casential to your safety ; for on making the discov-
cry that your guilt i§ infinite, driven trom a refuge of
lies, your eyes will be opened to see the nccessity
of an Omnipotent Saviour: placed by the enormity
of your guilt infinitely beyond the reach eof created
assistance, you will indeed find yovurself Boating vy
the tempestaons fiery surge that feeds the cataract,
whose gulf is hell; and ou whose face of :louds and
darkness the lightnings of God's just indignation
has traced * Lternal Death;” but though floating on
such a surge, you are saved from dying with a lic in
your right haud—the truth that you are lust, and
which yourlie did nut annul,now takes full possession
of your soul; and finding that oll created help is
placed at an afinite distance from you, you have, for
the first time, reached & position in which you can
appreciate the deliverance of God. And as in your
absolate impotency, you descry the Omnipotent God,
making bare his holy arm—and lovking upon you,

fact, that the guilt of an offence is in proportion to:you hear him exclaimr, + Save from going down to
the dignity of the personage sinned against—a prin-|the pit for I have found a ransom.” A rahsom!
ciple in relation to which it would seem, that nothing, You soul hangs on the svund—with you, its nccessity
‘but the shocking necessities of error could ever | is no longer a question—Gethsemane and Calvary
induce any man to call in question its rectitude for;swiep befure you—your soul absorbs the strange
a mement; inwrought as it evidently is, into the,depths of their meaning—like & worm, helpless on
texture of man's moral constitution by the finger the bosom of & mountain torrent, you find yourself
.of the living God. . on the flaming surges of the curse of & broken law,

As the propriety of the application of the principle{and hell and destruction before you; still you find a
for which we contend, as necessary to the attainment, passion more absorbing than fear, rapidly gaining the
of a correct estimate of the guilt of offences, must now i ascendency as you gaze on the bleeding, anguished
be considered as fully established, so far as it affects, form of the Son of God—fear, shame and rentorse all
all offcnces committed by man against his felluw; it is] merge into contrition, and in brokenness of spirit yow
now necessary w enquire—does the principle reach, plead for pardon at kis wounded feet; infui.li believ-
any higher? Is its application acknowledged in ing *hat his blood clesnseth from all sin. Your
‘Heaven ?—Must it be applicd lo the offences commilled, prayer is heard —peace fills your soul—your guilt is
by man against his God? 'cancellcd—-and your mouth is opened,to sing the

Wehave now reachied s point where all must feel, high praises of God, who has ptucked you /s ¢ brand
that we are dealing with an issue of appalling mag-;from the burning. It is for the altainment of this
nitude. And you who have staked your eternal des-'end, and not because of the love of alarm, that we
tinies upon the truthfulness of the finite nature of, now press tho questions of this issue uponyou. The
your-guilt, unable any longaer to sbut your eyes toquestionshave been distinctlystated, for proof of what
the fagt, that everywhere, and in all eges, the guilt,theansversshould be,wenow appealtothewordef God
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In . Samuel, ii. 25, we read: “If onc man sin
against another, the judge shall judge him : but,if a
man gin against the Lord, who ghall intreat for him?”
This passage clearly takes the position, that an
carthly judge may treat an offcnce committed by man
against his fellow, but the sin of man against his
God it lifts infinitely above the power of human
undjudication; the whole bearing of the passage
being obviously to awaken the conviction, that for a
aman to sin against his God, makes him immeasarably
more guilty, than if kis sin consisted chiefly in an of-
fence against man. Indeed, to deny this meaning of
the passage, is to reduce it to contemptible bombast.
In this connection mizght be quoted all such passages
a8 Bx. xix. 12,—% Take heed to yourselves that yegro
mot up into the mount to touch the border of it.
whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put tv
death: 13, There shall not a hand touch it but he
shall surely be stoned or shot through.” 1.Samucl,
vi. 9, “ And he smote the men of Bethshemish, be-
cause they had looked into the ark of the Lord; cven
he smote ofsthe people fifty thousand and threescore
and ten men: 20, And the men of Bethshenmish
said, who is able to stand belore this holy Lord God?’
Lev. x. 1: ¢ And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of
Aaron, took cither of them his censer, and put fire
therein, and put incensc thereon, and offered strange
fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not.
2. And there went out fire from the Lovd, and de-
voured them; and they died before the Lord. 3.
Then Moses said unto Aaron, This s ¢ that the Lord
spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come
nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified.
And Aaron held his peace.” And thus page after
page might be filled with quotutions from the Qld
Testament, which set at defiance cvery attempt at
exposition which ignores the principle, that the guile
of every effence commitee against God isin propor-
tion to the supreme dignity and glory of his charac-
ter. On appealing to the New Testament, however,
the evidence is so positive, that the principle univer-
gally spplicable to the measurement of the guilt of
offences committed by man against his fellow, is also
applicable *to his offences commitled againat God;
that all doubt upon the subject must be dispelled by
asingle passage. Passing by the texts which relate
to the sin against the Holy Ghest, which never hath
forgiveness, and also passing by a multitude of others,
in which the principle is unquestionably involved,
Acts v, 3, 4, and 5 is selecled :—*“But Peter said,
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back pare of the price of
the land ? Whilesit remained, was it not thine own?
and after it was sold, was it notin thincown power?
‘Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart?
Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. Aad
Ananins, hearing these words, fell down and gaveup
the ghost: and great fear came on ail them that
heard these things.”

Here the magnitude of the guilt of Ananias—its
overwhelming and measurcless turpitude is made to
rest wholly upon the fact that he had NOT LIED
UNTO MEN BUT UNTO GOD. So thatnow it must
be considered as proved, not only that the guilt of
offences committed by man against his fellow, rises
in proportion to the dignity of the personage sinned
against, but slso, that this principle reaches higher—
that it is admitted in heaven—and must be applied
to the offences committed by man against his God.
Bat if the guilt of offences committed by man against
JrrHOVAH be in proportion to his INrFinrre Dignity, it
follows inevitably that tho guilt of every offence com-
mitted against God MUST BE INFINITE; for the
proposition admits of no denial, that whatever ia

proved to bear any proportion to thatwhich is known
to be infinite, that thing, be it what it may, must in
itself be infinite; and therefore every one who has -«
sinned against Qod, stands in the sight of the universe
justly charged with INFINITE GUILT; butif charge-
able with infinite guilt, then, as it is certain that
every sinner incurs by his 8in a punishment in pro-
portion to his guilt, it follows inevitably that every
sinner of our race has incurred INFINITE PUNISH-
MENT. Nowasmanisonly a finite being,and thereforo
uot possessed of infinite powers of endurance, it fol-
lows_that he cannot suffer the infinite punishment he
hasincurred, by sin, in any limited period, and there-
foreif he sufiersinfinite punishment at all, it can only
be by its being made infinite in dvration and not in
pungency;: but punishment infinite in duration is
punishment wathout end, and therefore the conclusion
is absolutely incvitable, that every one who sins
against God, does thereby necessarily incur END-
LESS MISERY.

The line of argument just closed, being perfectly
invulnerabls in itself, the attempt has been igoorantly
made to reduce the “rhole to an absurdity. That
the objection such as it is, may be fully met, I will
present it in its strongest possible aspect, as follows:

If the guilt of every sin is necessarily infinite,
then it follows that the sinnec’s first sin renders him
infimitely gwlty, so that he never can become more
guilty, sin ashe may ; and it also follows, that allsin-
ners must be altse or equally guilty ; for, if the sin of
the least guilty be really infinite, that of the most guilty
cannot exceed it-—but the impossibility cf 4 sinner
increasing his guilt, and the absolute equality of
the guilt of all sinners, are doctrines, each of which
is utterly at variance with both reason and Serip-
turz ; and therefore the argument which proves that
the guilt of every sin is infinite, is an argument that
proves too reuch,and hence UTTERLY WORTHLESS.

In answer to this objection, let it be observed, that
its whole strength lies in what the logician calls &
fallacy of fulse assumption. I¢ assumes that what-
ever ig infinite admits of no increase; also, that all
infinities are:necessarily cqual to one another; both
of which are not only mere assumptions, but assump-
tions so gruss as to be susceptible of being proved
utterly fulse. Of this the mathematician can ueed
no proof—having ofte: added infinite guantities to--
gether—squared them, cubed them, and raised them
to as high pewers as the arithmetician ever raised
his finite quantities, and to far higher; he can bud
smile &t that ignorance which would teach him that
all infinite quantities arc equal: and knowing also,
as he does, that he can, with the utmost ease, descend
from dealing with infinite quantities, to dea¥ with
those in the other extreme—to add, subtract, multi-
ply, and divide infinitesimals, 7. ¢, quantities in-
finitely small, and then amuse bimself by multiplying
the infinitely great by .the infinitely small, and botls
of these by finite quantities; reversing the process
in cach case at pleasure ; developing, at every step,.
results of deep and absorbing interest; exhibiting
truth in its most reliable forms, as more startling, by
far, than the vagaries of the wildest imagination:

Having szid morethan enough to satisfy the-math-
ematicina of the utter fallacy.of the assumptions on
which the objection 1s based, it is now necessary to
present these fallacies in a light in which. el must
see them with equal clearness to be abselt <ely false.

Let it be observed, then, in the outses, that the
term infinite has two ieading significations. Imits
first and highest sense, it represents that which.ad~
nits of no increase—no addition or' multiplication.
This-is a sense- in- whicn k. term- is applicable:to-
God alons, -In.its sscondary usge, it-represents.thet
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which transcends or oversteps, in any direction or
manner, all finite limits—all assignable boundaries:
In this lower or secondary sense, the cxistence of
each human being is properly termed infinite, be-
causc endless or eternal; that is, in the direction
of the future, it oversteps all finite or assignable
limits. But before matt was formed, his Creator
Liad existed from eternity; the past of his being is as
truly infinite asits future; and hence in the existence
of the SurreME—from cternity to eternity—we have
the meeting of two infinities, forming oxE so perfect
ag to admit of no increase—one, which beautifully
represents the absolute perfection of all his attributes.
The duration of God’s existence, then, is infinite in the
first or highest sense of the term—a sense evidently
applicable to God alone. The duration of man’s
existence—from now to eternity, is also infinite, but
evidently only in the secondary use or sensc of the
term—a sense which clearly admiis of increase.  This
is an illustration of the two classes of infinities,
which happily is so easily comprehended, as to render
it impossible for any refletting mind to doubt the
existence of at least one infinite quantity that admits
of increase. But in order that all may obtain aj
glimpse of the endless diversity of inlinities which
admit of increase; start now with me from the
surface of our earth, and let us commence writing the
figure 1, say 4 of them in every inch, on a line which
we will supposec to be extended from our earth’s
surface to the sun; now as we can determine the
exact length of this line in miles and inches; and
know the number of times 1 is written in each inch,
it is*easy to determine the exact number or sum of
the figures inscribed in the line. Now let the line!
be continued straight onward past the sun till it
reaches the remotest star, the distance of which from)
the earth is known; and admitting that the writing
of the fizure 1, bas been as exactly attended to along
the whole line, as between the carth and the sunj it
is still very easy to determine the number or snm of
the figures. DBut, let theline be now produced beyond
this remotest star, onward, and still onward to infinity,
and the inscribing of the figure 1 upon it completed)
equally to infinity—and the number or sum of the
figures inseribed on the line, is no longer finite brt
INFINITE; because in one direction the line has
.overstepped all finite limits—allassignableboundaries.

Now produce another line exactly like the first, in
ali respects, and parallel with it ; but opposite to every
figure as found in the fist line, write in the second line
the figure 2 ; these lines equally extend to infinity,
.and the firs¢ contains just as many figurcs as the sccond,
JDut the value of each figure in the second line, is
.double that of the first, and therefore the sum of ALL
the figuresin the second, is just double that of aLL
ithe figures in the first line, that sum INFINITE not-
withstanding.

Let two other lines be now constrasted parallel with
sthe first two ; and like them equally extended to in-
finity. We have now four parallel lines, all equally
extended to infinity: the first two aro filled with

Lfigures—let the figure 4 be now inscribed in the third
line, opposite to every figure 2 that appears in the)
second.line; and in hike manner write the figure 8,
in the fourth dine— <he sum of the figures in thes fouRh
dine, 18 clearly pousLE the sum of the tZurd ine, FouR
tmues. that of the second line,and EIGHT TIMES that)
«f tho first ;.and yet all are compelled to grant, that,

:the sum of .this first lino 1s necessanily INFINITE.)

would teach us, that all infinitis ard necssarily
equall  But this is only the beginning: as instead
of arithmetical figures, nlgebraic symbols may now be *
used to represent any number—an infinite’one if
desired, and il nceessary that raised to an infinite
power. But ecnough, as we have already produced a
greater variety of infinities than can ever be neces-
sury to represent the various amounts of gailt that
men can possibly jncur. The line of argument parti-
cularly referred to in the promise given to publish, is
now completed. The detailed application of the argu-
ment and the sequel, may be expected to appear in
the next Volume of the Zribune.

SAURIN'S DESORIPTION OI* A DYING INFIDEL.

0, were my tongue dipped in the gall of celestial
displeasure, I would describe the state of a man ex-
piring in the cruel uncertainties of unbelief. Ah, see
cverything conspires to trouble him now. I am
dying ; I despair of recovering ; physiciaus have given
me over ; the sighs and tears of my friends are use-
less; the world cannot cure me; I must die. It is
death itself that preaches to me. Whither am I
going! What will become of my body! My God,
what a’spectpele! The horrid torches, the dismal
shroud, the coffin, the tolling bell, the subterranean
abode! What will become of my soul? I am igno-
rant of its destiny, I am plunging into eternal night.
My infidelity tells me my’soul is nothing but a por-
tion of subtile matter ; another werld, a vision ; im-
nmortality, a fancy; but yet I fecl, I know not what,
that troubles my infidelity. Annihilation, terrible as
it is, would appear tolerable to me, were not the ideas
of heaven and hell to present themselves to me in
spite of myself. T sec heaven, thatimmortal mansion
of glory, shut against me. Isce it at an immense
distance. [ sce it, but my crimes forbid me to enter.
I see hell; hell, which I have ridiculed; it opens
under my feet. Ihear the horrible groans of the
damned ; the smoke of the bottomless pit chokes my
words,and wraps my thoughtsin suifocating darkness.

Such is the infidel on his dying bed. This is not
an imaginary flight; it is not an arbitrary invention;
it is what wc see every day, in those fulal visits to
which our ministry cngages us, and to which God
seems to call us to be sorrowful witnesses of liis dis-
pleasure and vengeance. This is what infidelity
comes to; this is what infidelity is good for; thus
most skeptics die.

Erasmus o¥ War.—If there is in the affairs of
mortal men any one thing which it is proper uni-
formly to explode, and incumbent on every man by
every lawful means to avoid, to deprecate, to oppose,
that one thing Is, doubtless, war. There-is nothing
more unnaturally wicked, more productive of misery,
more extensively destructive, morc obstinate in mis-
chief, more unworthy of anan, as formed by natare,
much more of man professsing Christianity.

Neal Dow has prepared a new liquor bill, which is
now before the special committee of the Main Legis-
lature, with a fair prospect of becoming the law. It
inflicts for the first offence of sclling liquor, fifty
dollars and costs, and four months imprisonment,
the second fifty dollars and six months, the third
one hundred dollars and one year. Persons intoxi-
cated must disclose where they got their liquor or
go to the house of corpection. Express, railroad

.Here, then,wre have one quantity undemably‘ infinite,jand steambuat,agents will be liable to fine and im-

.another, lying alongsiae of it, twice. as great

third, double the second!!{—and a fourth, eight times|not

l—a, prisonment for cunveying liquors to or from those

licensed,.and no action i to lie against any officer

a8 _great. as the first, notwithstanding it absolute)for scizing and destroying liquors wherp the watrent

dnfinity 111 .How hlind, then, thay: ignorsnce which|issues from a.c@pogent court.

.
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HWoval and Beligions misxellimg.

. From the Dritish Messenger.
THOMAS FOWLER, THE BOATMAN.

#Is there a sparc room hereabouts to be let,
ma'am ?” said an elderly gentleman to a fisherman's
wife, who stood at her cottage gate.

“Will you please to walk in, sir,” said she,
curtseying, *“and then you can tell me what you
want.”

The stranger entered the neat parlor, and in-
stinctively walked to the parlor window facing the
sea.,

“You know,” said he, ¥the new house that is
building yonder? That house will be mine, and till
it is built, I am lodging at the next town with my
family, but I must be over backwards and forwards
every day; and I want & room to be quiet in when I
am tired; such a room as this would be just the
thing.”

The bargain was struck, and not many dags after,
the stranger, whom we will call Mr, Holt, said to his
landlady, “ I like to have an hour in the middle of the
day to read God's word ; now if you would come in,
and ,i’nvite any of the neighbours, I will read to

oul.

“1 shall like it very much, sir,” replied she,
“though 1 don't know what my husband would say
if he should ever :ome homd while we were all to-
gether—but at present he is”out fishing and we can
but try.” .

The neighbors were invited, many gindly came;
and though old Tom Fowler himself some time after
discovered what was going on, yet he contented him-
sclf with skulking into the kitchen, and swearing at
the goings on in tb: parlor, and perhaps giving his
wife an extra blow afterwards, anC a few harsh
words.

Tom was a very hardened sinner; he had grown
old in sin; he had known what it was to be
taught the right way when a child, but he had chosen
the paths of death, and * was in almost all evilin the
midst of” his wicked associates.

Meanwhile Mr. Holt went on daily with his labor
of love, and his audience increased, so that the little
room would not hold them, and those who could not
find seats, stood in the passage.

More than once he fancied, while reading, that he
heard the voice of & man sobbing in the passage, but
he did not think afterwards to inquire.

On one day, however, he was speaking to his litile
¢ompany concerning the love of God to poor sinners,
as shown in the death of Jesus, whben he spoke to
them as follows :—

There were two men of bad character, they were
thicves, they were hardened against God and man;
feared not God, they néither regarded man, and at
length they were caught and condemned to die.

The day of their death was the most momentous
day that has ever dawned on man since the fall. It
was tha day on which the Son of God, having been

by his countrymen to the Roman authorities, had

Was there ever greater guilt than this?  Could
there be any doom for such sinners short of eternal
punishment ?

But even for such sinners as these there may be
mercy ! Even at the last hour the grace of God
touched the henrt of onc of these men.

Is there such o sinner now listening to these words?
then say to yourself, is there not mercy for me
also ?

The dying thief first turned to his companion in
sin and rebuked him, asking him if he feared not
God, and owning that they indeed suffered justly, re-
ceiving the due reward of their deeds.

He declared, at the same time, his conviction of the
innocence of the Lord Jesus, acknowledging that He
had done nothing amiss. :

Then turning to him who was hanging between
bimself and his fellow malefactor, he said, * Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”

And the immediate answer of the Lord Jesus was,
“Verily, I sny unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with
me in paradise.” .

“Now,” said Mr. Holt, “one of the snares by which
Satan Leeps poor sinners to himself is this. When
they hear of Jesus, and His grace to lost guilty crea-
tures, he says to them, you are too bad; remember
what you have done; you have been a thief and &
drunkard, you have taken God’s name in vain, you
have beaten your wife and neglested your children,
and you have led others to be as bad as yourselfi-——
You cannot expect God to forgive you in your pre-
sent state, but you must wait and lead a new life,
and then, perhaps, you may be forgiven.”

But see now how different is God's way ; sco thir
poor wretch ; he had lived in sin and was dying for
his sins, blaspheming with his latest breath the
only one who could save him, the very one who was
bleeding and dying there, that Ile might be able
to save him. .

Is there such « sinner here? Do you not see by
this dying thicf's example that there is hope for
you?

Tuarn to Jesus as Ae turned ; believe in his love and
power as se believed ; and this very hour there is
pardon and joy in store for you.

But you must bserve that this dying criminal be-
lieved in Jesus. He saw him hanging on the cross
near to death, yet he believed he should live again
—that he should come in his kingdom. ¢ believed
also that Jesus could forgive sin, and that he was
willing to do so. e wasted not his dying breatk in
many words, but his faith clung to one who possessed
almighty power, and who had exhaustless grace.

Poor sinner, look on Jesus as he is.lifted up on
the cross, know that he hung there for sin, and if you
are o sinner, no matter how vile, only look unio Him,
turn from your sin to him, and say, * Lord, remem-
ber me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”

Jesus will not upbraid you with your past offences,
“though they be red as scarlet, and many as the
sand on the sea-shore.”

¢ Sir,” said Mrs. Fowler, next day, before the read-

fresh butter on a little tray, with a jug of spring

betrayed by one of his own followers, and accnsetl’:g, as she brought in aloaf of bread, and a pot of

been condemned to death by Pontius Pilate as a male
factor unworthy to live.

In order to make his death more ignominicus, he
was placed between these two convicted thieves, who,
i spite of the nearness of their own death, and the
extremity of their present suffering, werc as hardened
and wicked as ever. For, hearing the priests and
Pharisees blaspheming the holy Jesus, they efaployed
their dying breath in echoing the imprecations.

ater, “8Sir, haven't you heard somcbody a-crying
Spmetimes lately when the door has been open 7—
Well, sir, that's my poor hugband ; he has been taken
onsadly ; he was howmelast night, but I do not think he
slept & wink, and he kept crying out what a sinner
he 13, and how he wishes be could see Jesus; and ask
hiim to forgive him, but he don't believe he shall
ever be forgiven. He is_now out again fishipg.”

“Indeed, Mrs. Fowler,” replied Mr. Holt, “Iam

N
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very thankful to hear this; Iwill take the first op-
portunity of speaking to him.”

Mr. Holt was not long before he met Tom, and
found that indeed the arrow of Gads tvord had
pierced that hard heart; at first he could hardly
credit the assurance that there was merey for him—
full, free, present merey and salvation, But his was
& desperate case, and Mr. Holt made him see that,
however the moral and religious may try to get to
heaven by some gond deeds of their own, there could
be no hope of so vile a sinner as Tom doing anything
to wipe oft such a long score ashehad run up against
himself'; and so Tom was wise enouzh to come to
Jesus just ag he was, without any atiempt to mend
his case by patching up exeuses, or by r-ultiplying
prayers. So Tom Fowler resolved to come to Jesus
like the thief on the cross, and agk Jesus to remem-
ber Afm when he should come into his kingdom, not
because of what Tom had done, or could do, but be-
cause of what Jesus had suffered for sinners.

Had it not been for this, Tom might have died
hardened in sin, like the other thief, for he was quite
as bad as the man who diea hardened in his unbelief
and blasphemy.

Instead of which Tom believed in the power and
willingness of Jesus to forgive even such a blasphem-
er as he had been, and he found that this belief was
a mighty engine of strength against the power of
sin. :

Tom, from that day forward, became & true Chris-
tian, and Fy God’s grace has been enabled to walk as
such, and to adorn the doctrine of that holy Saviour
whom ounce he blasphemed.

Tom has now walked in this holy way for more
than eight years, an ornament to his Christian
profession; and when he ceases to dwell on earth,
he will go forever to be with the dying thief in the
presence of that Jesus whom he once hated and de-
spised. .

Aund there, reader, ez may join him if you will.
Jesus is ready to reccive you, if you are ready to
come. This day you may bie translated out of the
kingdom of Satan into Ifis kingdom, if you will but
come to him acknowledging that your only desert is
death, but believing that He whom you have hated
and despised, is ready and wuaiting to accept and re-
ceive you as soon as you come unto him.

Old Mr. Iolt, also, still lives; his house was built
in course*of time, and he became a great blessing in
tho little hamlet. He continued to read to the poor
fishermen and their wives, meeting them at their dif-
ferent cottagesin rotation. Tom Fowler is not the only
hardened sinner who has been reclaimed and con-
verted through these simple meetings ; and no wonder,
for the word of God is the appointed instrument by
which sinners are converted; and if, when we know
the grace of God ourselves, we would be used in
communicating that knowledge to others, let us use
this sword of the Spirit, and we shall not use it in
vain; for it is written, * My word shall not return
unto me void, but shall accomplish that which 1
plt’:,ase, and prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it

Use the word® of God! it will convert the sinner!

Use the word of God ! it will Ixold up the believer !

Beliceyer, use the word of God; it will feed you,
and make your soul grow strong. Use the: word of
God 1 it will make you quick to discern between good
and evil.

ProTesTaNTISY NoT DEcLINiNG—Do any tcll you
-that evangelical Protestantism is on the decline?
How strange their error ! Every school that tells the
story of Luther and the Reformation—every unmuz-

zled press—every tract that spunks of Christ's blood
ag the only atonement for, and cancelment of, sin—
every sermon that preaches him, God and mang the
one, and the sufficient, and the only Medintor—every
Protestant Bible sent on its glad errand—is a new
triumph—is a new protest of a living Protestantisin
against the presumptuous cglict that calls her dead,
in the murderous hope of burying her alws!—Dr.
Williams,

From Evangclical Chrisicitom.

THE PERSECUTIONS IN MECKLENBURG, AND
) OTIER STATES.,
INTRRVIEW ON THR SUBJECT WITH TUE KING OF
PRUSSIA
Hamburgh, San. 26th, 1855.

My dear Brother,—Your favour of Dec. 24, 1834,
enclosing bill on your banker for £30 10s., was duly
received, for both of which I beg to tender you my
cordial thanks.

A part of the above sum has been already for-
warded to our suffering brethren in Mecklenburg,
where the most rigorous measures against our breth-
ren are carried out with an iron hand. The cow
which brother- Wegener, at Ludwigslust, purchased
with the money you kindly sent him, has been ngain
confiscated and sold by the authorities, and, at the
present moment, brother Kleppe, at Wismar, has
been sentenced to pay a fine of 75 thalers, or, in de-
fault thereof, to suffer three weeks’ imprisonment,

In Prussia, similar measures are being applied,
so that the above contributions of brethren in Bu-
gland will greatly tend to ameliorate the sufferings
of our dear brethren. May our gracious Lord riclily
compensate yqu for the continued interest you evince
in our weal and woe, as also all those brethren who
continne to aid us by their contributions.

I now beg to enclosc a stutement of our interview
with the King of Prussia, which took place on the
10th inst.  As the particulars are stated in the ac-
companying paper, I need not repeat them here.—
The reception was most gracious, and yet my hopes
of obtaining a concession—the concession promised
to Mr. Barnard*—ere much weakened ; not hecause
I doubt the King's friendly disposition towards us,
but I fear the influence of the men by whom bheis
surrounded is such, that his wishes will be paralyzed.
Qur interviews with Mr. Nicbub», and aiterwards
with Dr. Hoffman, one of the pastors, have produced:
the conviction on my mind that it requires a firmer
character than the King of Prussia possesses to carry
his point. I fear that the Evangelical party, especi-
ally the clergy in Gerwany, are more dctermined
than ever to stay our onward course if they can, and
that, insiead of an extension of religious likerty, we
shall ere long have to pass through new trisls
and sufferings.  May our gracious Lord prepsre ns
for the struggle, if my forebodings should be realised,
and make us faithful even to the end.

Nothing material has been altered in the position
of our brethren in Schleswig-olstein, with the fol-
lowing exveptions—that the little church at Tang-
sted, in Holstein, has been threatened by the author-
ities with the infliction of fines, &c., if they continued

to hold their public religious services; whilst, on

the other hand, two of our mewbers at Altona havo
obtained permission from the Government at Coper-
bagen to be married by their own minister, and
which was performed by me accordingly, about three
weeks ago.

In the midst of all the hoatile elements by which

¥ e United States Atubassador.
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wo aro surrounded, and which now and then assume
a threatening aspect, it is consoling to know that
the Lord reigneth, and that, with Him and His Word
on our side, we need not fear what man can do unto
us. [His past dealings towards us forbid all distrust
for the future, and his gracious promises sccure to
our faith a final and glorious victory.

With much cstecm and affectionate regard,

Yours in the Lord,
J. G. OxcKEN,
The Rev. Dr. Steane.

REPORT OF AN INTERVIEW OF REVS. J. G. ONCKEN, C.
SHAUFFLER, AND G. W. LEHMANN WITH HIS MAJESTY
THE KING OF PRUSSIA.

In consequence of a resolution passed at the Con-
ference of German Baptist Chunrches, lield s llam-
burg, in September, 1834, which empowered the
executive beethren of the Union {o take further steps
for the attainment of o concession, the brethren J.G.
Oncken, €. Schanfiler. G. W Lelhmmann, J. Kébner,
and the secretary of the Union, assembled av Berlin
for consultation, January 3rd, 1853. Agreeably to
a previous arrangement, they decided on seeking an
interview with his Majesty the King of Prussia. 17
this purpose a memorial and peti..on were prepared.
and, provided with these docuents, the brethren J.
G. Oncken, C. Schauffler, and G. W. Lehmann, pro-
ceeded, January 6, to Potsdam. There (they write)
We first called on the court preacher, the Rev, Dr.
Krummacher, who received us in a very friendly
manuer, and encouraged us to apply forthwith to the
<ourt marshel, Count Keller, who would not fail at
once to announce us to the King. We followed this
advice, but found with regret that wehad arrived toc
late to secure an audicnce on this day. Kount
Keller, however, noted down brother Lelhmann's
address, and promised to inform us in Berlin when
the interview could take place. After having waited
in vain until January 10 for the anticipated intima-
tion, we decided on going to-day to Poutsdara, where
we at once proceeded to the royal palace. There we
again met with a courteous reception from the court
marshal, who told us the King had hitherto been
prevented from secing us, owing to the indisposition
of the privy councillor, Mr. Niebuhr, with whem—a¢
he is acquainted with our affairs——the King wished
previously to have some conversation. Count Kelier
now offered to apprise his Majesty of our presence at
Potsdam, as a favourable moment for gur admission
to the royal presence might occur, and soon he re-
turned, announcing ¢ Iis Majesty will see the gentle-
men.” We were then conducted to the royal ante-
chamber, where an inspection of the fine paintings
with which it is adorned shertened the time of waiting.
We had been told the King would receive us here,
but as he passed through the corridor we heard him
giving other orders; and in a few moements we werc
ushered into the room which the King had entered,
and which, from its appearance, we judged to be a
council-chamber. Scarcely had we entered when his
Majesty, in a friendly voice, said: “Come nearer,
@ontleaen ;” and:when we had done so, continued—
“ What is your actual wish? Ihave not been uble to
.read your paper.” (The King held our memorial in
his hand.)

Brother Lehmanu spoke first as follows :—¢ The
gracious assurances given by your Majesty to the
Amecrican Ambassador, the Hon. Mr. Barnard, have
been cowmunicated to us, and have filled us with
hope and joy. We now cherish the deep-felt wish
that our churches should actually receive the gra-
ciously promised concession. The scruples raised
aguainst such a concession on account of the abscace

of o fixed organization, with a representative corpor-
ation, are now fully removed. ‘The corporation
beurs the name of ¢ Executive Brethren of the United
Baptists’ Churclies' in Germany, Denmark, Sweden,
and Switzerland, and on their hehalf we now present
our humble petition to your Majesty. The painful
and uncertain position of our churches in the Prus-
siar stale occesions many grievances. We have re-
pentedly been under the necessity of troubling your
Majesty with petitious on account of judicinl senten-
ces, penalties, &c.; severnl of these petitions have
been granted by your Majesty, others, doubtless,
could not be granted. The grievances to which;we
are subjected are a necessary consequence of our wa-
defined position in the sute, ns we are thereby
exposed to cvery incidental disfuvour, while quito
the reverse would result from a positive acknow-
ledeement of our Churches on the part of your
Majesty.”

The King replied :—*1 am amazed to find this hag
not yet taken place; I thought the matter had been
attended to long since. Religious persecution is en-
tirely oppused to wy conviction ; and, independently
of riy own conviction, I deem it unwise. It is also
yuite opposed to the former procedure of Prussia.”

Brother Lelimann again spoke and remarked :—
“ Also in regard to Dible-colportage, a concession is
highly desirable.  The Bible Societies in Drussia
poszessing a legal acknowledgement, are so far fa-
voured that they may freely send out colporteurs,
which we cannot do.”

“Yes,"” answered the King, ¢ but this has its ground
in the fact that no hawking of books is permitted.”

Brother Lelnnann remarkod: that ¢ his Majesty’s
Minister Von der Heidl had isstied a rescript permit-
ting the colportuge of Bibles and religious gooks,
under cert:t. couditions and guarantees.”

'« But,” inte -pored the King, * is not a specid per-
mission or soracthing of the kind necessary 274 -

“ Certainly, your Majesty; but this is.awillingly
granted 1o the acknowledged societies, while it is
withleld (@ few cases excepted) from us. DBesides,”
continued brother Lehmann, ¢ anothor point, which

renders a concession desirable, is the fuct that wo

bhave chapels and meeting-houses, for which the
Churches have no guarautee that they will retain
posseszion of them. In this respect the greatest un-
certainty exists.”

“Ilow mauy chapels have you ia Prussia 2 asked
the King.

% Three or four, your Majesty.’*

“ No more ?” said the King.

v 'I,‘,hc crection of several others is in contempla-
tion.

“What is your relation to the Mennonites 7" asked
the King, “ Can you not unite with them, and
thereby remowe all difficultics? We have in the
Brangelical Church various parties, yet all are united
in one. Can you not identity yourselves with the
Mennonites 77 * )

“Your Majesty,” said brother Lehmann, ¢ gvery-
thing has been done on our part to promote a hearty
fraternal intercourse between the Mennonifes and
1.5, but they refuse to respond to such overtures.)}

“ And wherein does the differcnce between you

Jandthe Mennonites consist?” asked the King.

Brother Oncken replied: ¢ Your Majesty, the Men-
nonites baptise all their children, indiscriminately,
at the age of 14-16. They receive their whole na-
tural progeny into their communion. We act on the

* We did not resember at the time that six or seven chapels
w'ready extet. The Hiug, 1o saying **No wore,” probably thought,
of Chiurches (Gemelnden.) ;

$ lardeujurly dn East Pruaste,
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principle of recciving those who bave received the
truth in their hearts, who have attained to faith in
Chirist, and have given public testimony of this in
she Church. And in tho administration of baptism
tI_:cre”is this difference, that we baplise by immer-
sion,

* How do the Mennonites baptise?”

“ By pouring or sprinkling.”

“There is another circumstance,” remarked bro-
ther Lehmann, “which commends the Baptistz to
the favour of the state more than the Mennonites.—
The latter, as is well known, neitber take onths, nor
perform military service, both of which our confes-
sion of faith authorises us to do.”

“This is new to me, and I am happy to hear it,”

replied the King,
. “Perhaps it may also speak in favourof the grant-
ing of our petition,” continued brother Lehmann,
*- that the Baptist Churches, even beyond your Ma-
jesty’s dominions, would thereby be very favourably
mﬂu.enced. Our position in Prussia is 2 trying one;
yet, in comparison to that of our brethren in other
countries, it is enviable. 1In the latter they are fined,
their goods are confiscated, and” themselves exposed
to every species of persecution.”

“Where is this ?” asked the King.

“In Denmark,}? Mecklenburg, Schwerin, Bieke-
burg, Hessia, &e.”

The King: ¢ Yes, there T have no power.”

Brother Lehmann: “But the august example of
your Majesty would everywhere exert the most salu-
tary influence. I have travelled in the compauy of
influential men ; wherever we put forth efforty on
behalf of our brethren in the faith, we were asked,
*Whet course does Prussia pursue?  And we could
have effected much more for our persecuted friends,
had wj} been able to point with more decision to our
own pwsition.” ’

The King was silent.

“1 fako the liberty,” said brother Lehmann, “in
this unworthy form, to present to your Majesty a
pamphlet, containing authentic accounts of such per-
sccutions.”3

The King reccived the pamphlet with 2 friendly
movement, and, turning over some pages, said, “ As
Thave already remarked, religious persecution is
much opposed to my principles, and it grieves me
much to hear of its occurrence.”

Brother Lehmann.—*A concession granted by
your Majesty would doubtless bring about the termi-
aation of much persecution beyond Prussia.”

The King: “You may depend upon it nothing
shall be wanting to cffect this. Your brethren in the
faith stand high in ray estimation.”

The King then turned to brother Oncken, asking,
You are Mr. Oncken?” and receiving an answer in
the affirmative, expressed great pleasurc in sceing
him. After some desultory conversation, the King,
2guin referring to the memorial in his hand, said he
would read it and communicate the result to us.

Before, however, we retired from: the royal pre-
szoce, brother Oncken asked permission to thank his
Majesty for the cabipet order issued inhis favour,
J'qu 20, 1852, which ecnabled bim, after bLis expul-
3i0n, to return to Berlin to the aid of his friend Lek-
nang, who was ill.

The Xing : “ And I must tell youn this was not my
frst order of the kind. 1Iissued a siwilar one in
1847, which must have perished in the commotions

1 Properly speaking, in Schieswig-tloleteln,

s Results of an luvestiganon into cases of Protestant Persecu-
tlon on the Contiuent, By Rev. T, B. Brooke, B. A., aud Rev.
Edward Steane, D, D.

of 1848. 1 confess the measures adopted against yon
grieved me decply.” !

" Brother Oncken: %1 venture also to make known
to your Majesty that the gracious assurances given
to the Hon. Mr. Barnard have been an occasion of
joy and gratitude to thousands of our Churches in
Aanerica.”

The King: * Yes, I recpeat my regret at tho eourre
hitherto pursued. I was first informed of these
things by my ambassador, Chevalier Bunsen, in Lon-
don, and of the amazement and indignation thkey
called forth in England. I am annoyed at procecd-
ings so foreign to my conviction. 1 care not what
judgment is passed upon my opinions, but I do not
iike to be considered responsible for that which is
entirely oppdsed to my principles. Well, I bave
your statement, and shall attend to it I am aston-
ished nothing further has been done in this matter,
and I shall now make it my own care.”

With such and similar gracious_exp-essions, wo
were then dismissed from the royal presence.

———

FILIAL FAITH IN GOD.

BY MRS. H. B. ETOWE.

T will cry unto God most high—uunto God, that performeth alt
things for me"—P3, §7 : 2 .

The Psalms of David are an anomaly in ancient
literature. In no cotemporary writer, in none pre-
ceding is there any intercourse chronicled between the
Divince and humun spiritlike that expressed in these.
Other writings have often the soul's aspirations to
Deity ; but they have no record of communion in
return.  But the Psalms are as full of allusions
which show intimate personal acquaintance, as are
the letters of & child to a parent. . Witness, in this
place, how David, in trouble, speaks of God. As the
merchant speaks of the banker who honors his drafts,
as the ward speaks of the guardian who arranges his
affairs, in a familiar matter-of-course way, so David
in his trouble speaks of God who performeth all
things for him!

This is not a God yet to be tried; but 2 God who
bas helped him so often that the thought of him
comes naturally as his breathing ; the soul turns to
him as instinctively as the infant lifts his handsin
every emergency to the mother who « performeth all
things for bim.” *

All religion is grounded on man's helplessness.
Every man is pushed into existence much like a
stranger stranded on a desolate island. He enters a
great crushing system of usknown laws, moviag with
inflexible regularly, and with the most total disre-
gard of theindividual suffering caused by their inflex-
1bility. The future is bid by an impenetrable veil,
and there are coming upon him daily and bourly,
from this quarter or that, sources of alarm, distress,
anxiety, which force the most scif-confident to stand
ir. utter helplessness. The history of man has been
the history of one long struggle for help. Genera-
tion after generation, in tneir darkness and igno-
rance, are landed on these mortal shores 1w find
their way amid the conflicting powers of nature as
they are best able ; und 1o sooner do they acquirc a
little insight and little experience, than death hurries
them out of sight. .
Therefore the great underlying question of all
religion is, does God care for us—will he help us?

It was claimed by the Hebrews, as the peculiarity
of their religion, that it gave the wost enlire and
satisfactory answer to this question. MNoses says,
# For what nation is there that hath God so nigh
unto them, es the Tinrd our God is, in all things that

we call upon him for.”
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The history of the earlier patriarchs is most touch-
inp and most consoling.in the view which it presents
of God tenderly guiding man, even as & nurse guides
the tottering steps of an infant. How differciit are
the recorded .patrinrchal prayers from .hings that
often pass for prayers in wmodern charcnes! The
patriarchal prayers were, in directness and simplici-
tty of utterauce, much like these which your little son
addresses 0 you, as he sits on your kunee by the
flickering evening firelight. He trrus.to you as the
one that “performeth afl things .or him,” and just
80 did Abrabam, Jacob, and David turn to God. To
him you are unbounded in resources. It never
enters his hend to question either jour ability or
your willingness to kelp him to any thing he desires.
it has never entered his head ¢o sort out his requests,
and to ask only such things as he thinks of 2 suita-
bly digzrified and importenrt rature, to be mentioned
t0 2 msn of yqur worth 2nd wisdom; but &ie thinks
aloud to you, urging with equal zeal for the bread
¢hat supports his life and the plaything that scems
<essential to his childish fancy.

Precisely like tkis was the Hebrew idea of prayer.
¥ will notlcave you orphans, said Jesus. Iwill come
t0 you; and in all the old Hebrew revelations that
eame gracious utterance is heard. The most beanti-
ful medium in which has been embodied this idea of
the simple walk of the trestful spirit with God, is the
3ife and writings of the poet Bavid.

In him we trace tke kistery of 2 sensitive, poetic
pature, borm in 2 rough 2ge, in a family of rede war-
like brothers, to whom the womanly tenderness of his
mature was only an argument of mirth and derision.
fn such a2 soul tke burden of feeling becomes too
Lreat to be borne alone. It has = thousand trembliag
wants, & thousarnd sensitive shrinkings, o thousard
peculier sorrows, and whe can understand them?

But tke poet’s heartfourd refuge in another heart;
- = soul of infinite tenderaesss opened itself to bim as
=2 refuge, and from that hour he was elone no more.
Swect 25 an enchanted dreem was his life, who saw,
«<ver moving by his side, o form of eternal Leve and
Power. One to whom tke throbbings of his heart
<ould utter themselves witheut words. Thenrcefor-
avarG, amid the cares gnd contentions of & rude
outerworld, was there evermore an inward sancinary;
#e breaks forth sometimes in exclamatiozrs of joy on
this sheltered security of tke trusting soul: Oh!
how great is thy goodness wkich thou hast leid up
for them that fear thee, which thou Last wrought for
them that trust in thee before the soazs ef men.
Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence
from the pride of manj; thou shalt keep them;
secretly as ia & pavilien frem the strife of tongues.” )

How different the erperieace of David from that
of many well-meaaing Christians ] What experience
have they that cen be cxpressed by the simple
phrase, 4 God that performeth ail things for me?”
Zenced 2bout by philosophy, they eee in iife’s history]
©nly the movement of a great machine, workicg by
$nevitable laws, with which God bas o <on-}
acction, except in distant perspective 2s first origi-
aator.

Why chould I pray? Will God alter the laws_of]
aature for me? Ard with this cold inquiry they
smother the beert’s yearning for help, ard walk all;
zheir deys orphass in their Father's hoxse. There is]
bread emougk, and to spare, but they perish with
Jife-long hunger. A their daysthey go bowed with
«ares aod snzicties which wear their hesrts oat,
simply because they will not ask their Father to help
ghem. if & man wouid for only one day imitate his

years to his life. For what frets the dpul away?
what silvers the lair, wrinkles the check, dims the
eye? One word speaks it: Care. The holy word
says, ! Casting all your care on Him, for.he caveth fop
you.” Humen reasoning says, * Casting your great
cares on Him.” Godisaot a God who performeth all
things for us, but only great things at long intervals,
Ah! could we but know it,lo God every thing is
great that is of importance enough to cost us & tear,
o sigh, a wakeful hour, an ansious thought.

Does not & wise father watch over his son’s Kite;
and skates, and top, as much as over his school billy
and geawmmar? Does he not 2ppreciate the influence
on the forming character uf al’ the anxieties they
give him ? 2nd is God less wise?

How much purer and wiser the course of worldly
affuirs, were God the intimate Counselior in them—
the Friend to whom the soul continusily turns!
Then oniy is life fully consecrated, when in all our
family arrengements, our Lusiness, our pleasures; our
friendships, our amusements, we consult our Father,
and say, io little eares as in great, £21l cry unto Goct
most high : wnto God that perjormeth all things for me.
—Independent.

THE TONGUE AND THE EYE.

Words and glances! how skarp and swife they fly,
and bow tremendous is their power for good or evil,
for 3oy or sorrow !

There ate words whick carry bealing to the sad
heart, and tHere are those which crush and aproot
the young and joyfal hopes of the bravest spirit.
There arethose wkich ekeer and inspire, which renew
the courege of those ready to perish, and which
send the thrill of life and hope even through the
cold bosom of despnir. There are words that make
the sonl of tue weeper to sigg for joy and thanks-
giviog ; which can cause that poor, suffering thing,
the sport of fashion and the fount of tears—the ho-
man heart—to recl beneatk its overpowering load of
rapture,or to shiver and shrink sway into the chill
darkness of o hepeless night.

Oh, words are mighty things! who can stand un-
moved before them? They melt or burn, they warnd
or scorch, they bless or curse. Sharper than 2 two-
edged sword do they fall from the 1ips of anger and
scorn. Swecter than honey from the lionegcomb,
dear as the joys of home, do they drop from thé fond
lips of leve.

They cen sosthe and calm the troubled spirit, can
comfort the aflicted and oppressed, or they can lash
the waves of passion, hate and strife, to fearful
fary. ' -

Words can sling like serpents, they ean gash :_mq
rend and tesr, likeravening woives; they ean-cleave
through nesve and marrow, and make wounds whose
ragmed scars will mever pess away. They may in.
deed be hid from sight, covered over by the witherod
leaves and flowers which choke and wmounlder in
every humon beert. °

Words, gentle, sincere 2ud, kind, from a warm
heart, can make friends whom death bath naet power
to sever, and the harsh and eogry sword oft makes g
lifedong cnewmy.

Words! words) words! ow they rusk and ring,
Along ihe kighwey, by the sheltered pathwsy, in the
valley and the mesdow, on the mountain,throagh
the foscst, in the village by {lie river side,’along:the
shore and or the sea. The most remote and quied
hamlet hath its countless words, and throegh tre

fittle child, and pray to God ss that little one docs to

town and city they roll and sweep with-deep contia-

‘fim, bo wonld make s Aiscovery thet might sddicous roar, Who can fell the sum ofshem? Telbfor
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every single word that man shall spealk ‘“he shall
give account in the day of judgment.”

Oh, words are fearful things. And tho silent
glances of the eye—who has not felt their influcnce?
Ah, who has followed all the depths of that
orb of mystery, the human ecye ? Whence comes
its amazing power? Whence but from that
strange living creature, the invisible spirit that
dwells within this prison house of clay? O undis-
covercd essence, it is through the wonderful cye
thou lookest forth; and in the eycs of each other
mortals may cateh glimpses of the uncertain radi-
ance, and the shadowy outlines of that subtle thing,
the human soul. But let anytry to behold less
vaguely, let one seek to give those flitting, wavering
gleams, that impalpable presence, a distinet form,
and he s at once baflied, and made aware, to his
ever-increasing perplexity, that man may not sce
himself, nor yet his brother whom he loves, but only

. the perishing aud shattercd tabernacle wherein he
dwells.  Strange, bewildering mystery. The eye,
though a thine of dust, which must darizen and close
heavily, and moulder backto whence it came, is yet a
tonarci. Who disputes its sway? Who has not
warmed and glowed beneath its glances ? Who has
not trembled and turned pale and ¢owered and shrunk
away from its cold glance, or its chilling scorn? 1t
can thrill with rapture uoutterable every pulse and
nerve, and it can freeze the springs of happiness,
even in their wildest flow.

Since then the eye is so powerful for good or il},
Iet each one set a watch upon its glances, as well as
upon ‘“the words of the mouth and the thoughts of
the heart.”—AN. Y. Evangelist.

From the N. Y Evaugelist.
THEB RED-COAT PREAUHER.

Captain Scott, the intimate friend and helper of
Whitefield, having received a good education, em-
braced the profession of arms in his seventeenth year.
Hs2 was in active service, and was soon promoted to
the rank of captain. The danger to which he was
exposed ‘as a soldier, made a decp impression upon
his mind, and led him to resolve to make preparation
for death. He read the Scriptures, and offered a form
of prayer daily. though his conduct in other respects
remained unchanged. Happening to he quartered
near Oathall, and beiug out on a shooting party, he
was driven by a storm to take sbelter in o farmhouse.
A number of labourers were present, and the farmer
being 2 religious man, the conversation-turned on the
subject of persanal religion. Scott listencd to theh
remarks with astonishment. e found they had
ideas of religion which were perfectly new to him,
and yet they wero such as commended themsclves to
his conscience. Ie asked whence they had acquired
their knowledge, and they told him at the hall of
Lady Huntingdon, where s famous man was then
preaching. They gave him an urgent invitation to
come and hear for himself. He did so the following
Sabbath, and heard Mr. Romaine preach from' the
following text, * J-am the way.” The discourse made
knowa to him the way of salvation, and the resul
was, that he became 2 new man—adecided Christian
He soon b>gan to hold mcetings with his soldiers.
among whom he became exceedingly useful, though
this course cxposed him to many annoyances. His
first sermon was preached before his ordination.
under the following circumstances :—A pious person
to whom hie was introdvced, having heard of the
mectings he had held among the soldiers, told him
he must preach in his housc that evening.  He gave

|
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the parlour to prepare for his work. He complicd
with the request, or rather the injunction, and from
that time forward was a zealous and effective publie
preacher. Mo soon after preached in the meeting-
houses in Leicester, in his regimentals, and attracted
great attention, and awakened great opposition.
Whiteficld gave bim his hearty countenance, and in-
vited im to London. “I have,” said he, *invited
Captain Scott to come to London, and bring his artit-
lery to Tabernacle Rampart, and try what exccution
he can do there.” Immense congregations crowded
to hear him, and many were converted under his
ministry. -

The change in Captain Scott's mode of life caused
many to say of him, as some did of his Master, ¢ e
is beside himself.,” One night, as he took the mail-
coach for Shrewsbury, he found he had for a com-
panion a major in the army. Though strangers,
they engaged in conversation, and the captain asked
him if he was acquainted with any families in Shrews-
bury. The major answered in the afiirmative, and
enumerated, among other fumilies of lus particular
acqueintance, the Scotts. In the course of his re-
marks respecting tliem, he said, ¢ there wasone mad
fellow, who, many xcars ago, went into the army ;
and when e was there, turned Methodist, and'went
about preaching with his regiment.”  * Ilas he shown
any other marhs of dernugement than thiose you have
meationed,” snid Captain Scott. ¢ I really can't say,
as I know very little abouthim.” When they arrived
at Oxford, they were shown into a room lighted by
two candlecs. The captain, taking one in each hand,
walked up to, the major, and said, « Give me leaveto
introduce to you the mad Captain Scott.” The major
was overwhelmed with astunishment, and was greatly
mortifiedatw hathehad said. The captain assured himn
tiat bis remarhs had not caused tbe shghtest pain,
but requested that when hie saw his friemds he would
correct their misapprehiensions with respect to the
state of his mind. + It is no uncommon thiag,” said
Scoit, “for a man to be charged with derangement,
when he begins to Ue truly wise, especially when ke
begins to reflect that he hias an immortal and price-
less soul, and makes it his great concern tosecure its
cternal happiness.” e touk the opportunity to ex-
plain to the major the change in his views since he
entered the army, and in so doing, to set before him
the way of salvation—with what effect, is not known.

Onc day the captain, being about to visit Berwick,
took a letter from Mr. Romaine to a gentleman there
aamed Poweys, with whom Mr. Yenn was then stay-
ag. Poweys had known Scott well in former days,
but was jgnorant of the change that bad taken placo
in his character. IIe was standing in the window,
and saw the captain ride up in his uniform, and upon
his military horse. “Thcere is Captain Scott,” said
ac: “what can he want here? I am determined X
will not sec him, if J can help it.” He retired from
Aie window ; but as the captain inquired for him, he
sould not refuse to seo him: he received him with an
uir of distant civility, regretting his presence, sinco
t would be an interruption to the spiritual enjoyment
o himself and friends. Scoit handed him Romaine's
eiter. When he had read it, he ran and threw his
wrms around his guest, at the same time crying out,
¢ Mr, Yenn! Mr. Venni Mrs. Poweys!t Mrs. Poweys!
Come here—come here gquickly! Here is Captain
Scott, a convert to Christ 1" They came; and being
nformed of tho contents of Romazinc's letier, embra-
:ed the penitent, and like the angels in heaven, re-
soiced over him who liad been dead, and was alive
igain; who had been lost, but was found.

After awhile ho sold ont his commission, and re-

him a Bible and bymn book, arc left him slonc in

aounced all his hopes of military advancehent for



THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

321

the nobler prospect of saving men by preaching
Ghrist crucified. Ho was one of the supplies at the
Taberunacle, for more than twenty years. IHow much
more noblo the employment of saving the souls, than
that of destroying the bodies of men! What is the
glory of Wellington, compared with that now enjoyed
by him who gave up the pomp and the honour of
arms for tlie reproach and service of the Lord Jesus
Chirist!  Young men often burn with 4 desire for
military glory. ILect them know that there is a far
higher ambition—Iet them take the testimony of God,
that “they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament ; and they that turn many to right-
eousncss, as the stars for ever and ever.”

Feom the Missionary fierald.
HOME PROCEEDINGS.

Most of our friends arc aware that during the past
six months the committee have had under their seri-
vus consideration the despatch of the directors of the
Jast India Company on the subject of education. It
is proposed in it, among other things, to give “ grants
in aid” to all schools, without regard to sect or party.
The conditions on which such grants are to be given
are two; first, that a good sccular education be im-
parted, on the principles ot European knowledge and
science, and secondly, that the schools be opin to
the visits of a governinent inspector.

The question naturally arose, what course the
society should take in this matter, and what course
it should prescribe to tiie missionaries. These ques-
tions have not been decided hastily. They have had
the attention of the committee at three of its quarter-
Iy meetings. We arc happy to place the result before
our readers, and we take the carliest opportunity of
doing so, partly because frankness on such 2 subject
will be appreciated by them, and partly to prevent
any misconceptions getting abroad respecting the
:natter. The views of the Committee on the great
question itself, and also of their duty in regard to the
missionaries, or how far they consider they ought to
legislate for their honoured brethren, will be under-
stood from the document which is subjoined :—

CIRCULAR.
From various communications addressed to you
during these few past years, you will have observed
how decp and lively has been the interest of the
Comnittee on all cducational mouvements. They
have regarded them as not only among the best
méans of promoting the social and inteliectual im-
provement of the heathen, but also of facilitating the
spread of the gospel throughout the mission field.

2. It has been, as you are aware, the uniform
practice of the society to rely on the voluntary prin-
ciple for the support of all its operations. Butwhen
a doubt was expressed some three years ago, whether
this practice had not been departed from in some few
instances, the Committee resolved that a circular
should be scot to every missionary, inquiring whether
any of the socicty’s schools had been aided by grants
from coloninl governments. They found from the
replies to this circular that in no instance but the
Benevolent Institution, Calcutta, on other grounds an
exccptional case, had any such graats been reccived
during the previous ten years, the period to which
the inquiry was limited.

3. On a further consideration of this important
subject, the GCommittee deemed it desirable to place
omrecord, in an explicit form, their vicws upon it
and for that purpose passed, in January, 1852, the
following resolution :—

#That in the opinion of this Committee, it is inex-

1)

pedient, and inconsistent with our principles to ac-
cept government or other state grants for religious
purposes, the purposes of religious education inclu-
ded. It is therefore an, instruction by this Commit-
tee to our brethren, that, in all their arrangements
they act on this principle, as the only one which can
commend their c¢fforts in the department of education
to the sympathy and support of our churches.”

4. The recent despatch from the directors of the
East India Company to the government of India, on
the subject of extending education in that country,
has led the Committee to resume their deliberations
on the whole question.  The great importance of that
despatch has led the Committee to give to it their
most serious consideration ; and they lose no time in
communicating to you the result at which they have
arrived. *

5. The scheme put forth in the despatch is so far
in advance of anything which has emanated from the
Indian government, that it may fairly be regarded as
a proof of their present enlightened policy, and their
desire to promote the social and political advance-
ment of the people. :

6. But while the Committee are desirous t{o do
Justice to the merits of this measure of the Indian
yovernment, they do not furget that the education to
be promoted by it is wholly seccular. The education
which the socicty aims to hinpart is religions. They
have therefere cavefully considered those clauses of
the despatch which contemplate * grants in aid” to
 jostitutions under the superintendence of different
religgious bodies and missionary societies,” and asthe
result of that consideration they feel bound to adhere
to the resolution of January, 1832, and consequently,
as the executive of the Baptist Missionary Society,
they can neither accept nor administer such grants.

7. The Committee are, however, fully aware thata
difference of opinion on this point exists, not only
among themselves and their constituents, but also
among their honoured wmissionary brethren. Tho
decision of the Commiitiee has not been, consequent-
ly, arrived at without anxicty. They regret that the
funds of the socicty will not allow of any adequate
support fo education in Indin. They fear that not
more than one in every twelve hundred of the popu-

{lation can be found in the mission schools existing

there, and that not more than one in a hundred of
the people can even read. though the desire for
knowledge is intense and widely diffused. But they
cannot depart from the principles here Iaid down.

8. At the same time, Wwith a view to the guidance
of those of our missionary brethren who do not con-
cur in the views entertained by the Committee, I am
directed by them to state, that while they would not
feel justificd in interfering with the exercise of their
Christiau liberty, by interdicting such missionaries
from the acceptance of government grants for schools,
it must be distinctly understood that, whenerver, in the
excrcise of such discretion, the-aid of government is
sought, the schouls so sustained cannot, in any
instance, or under any circumstances, be considered
the séticty’s schools, or reported in its procecdings.

This letter having been read and approved by the
Committee, will be regarded as their communication
to you on the important questivn to which it relates.
Trusting that in all your labors you may largely
enjoy divine blessing.

Iam, &c.

Tho Committee hiave not been unmindful of their
pledge to use cvery effort to carry on the project to
strengthen and enlarge the mission in India. Lhey
have recently appointed a sub-committee to consider
and report on the best means of recalling the atien-

tion of the churches to the resolutions pussed two
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years ago, and more especially of those churches who
have hitherto done little or nothing to aid them in
this object. As soon as the Committee have finally
decided on the course to be pursued, our fricnds will
be sur® to hear of it. Meanwhile, we hope that
without any direct appeul being made to them, the
churches who have .not materially helped in this
movement will do so without delay.

Tho meetings held during the past month have
not been numerous, at:-least so far as we know. Mr.
Trestrail and Mr. Makepeace have been the deputation
to Oxford, Abingdon, Chipping, Norton, and Banbury,
the latter going thence to Windsor, Staines, Wrays-
bury, and Datchet, in which latter plices he was
joined by Mr. Bowes; and Mr. Millard has visited
Faringdon.

We regret to learn that the appearance of the
outside of the Juvenile Herald does not satisfy our
young friends. We confess that it does not satisfy
us; but whether it shallhave a coloured wrapperornot,
is & question of some shillings a thousand; aud as the
wrapper i3 not a part of the book itself, but thrown
away in the binding. we would kindly ask our-young
friends whether they care about the mere appearance
of-the outside month by month, when by using the
present form so large & sum is saved to the society,
and the cause which they themselves wish to promote.
We shall feel particularly obliged if the teachers in
our various schools will kindly explain this matter
to the children, for we are sure if they will do so,
the children have cnough of good sense and good
feeling to say, we don’t care about the outside if the
tnside be good, especially as a large sum is saved
every month to the mission.

ARE YOU A LADY?
From the New York Evangelist.

The term lady is an abbreviation of the Saxon
word * Leofday,” which means bread-giver. The
#lady of the manor” was accustomed once a week to
move among the poor as an alms-giver, enriching
their tables, and bearing away the poor man’s smile.
She moved in queenly beauty, and to her queenly
robe clung the children of the lowly, looking at her
as if their little eyes could never be satisfied with
sceing. -
Thelrlittle hearts could never utter
How well they loved her bread and butter.

Bat they loved her smiling face more. They
neceded not that any teli them how priceless is a smile.
It was May-day with them whenever she came among
them with smiles and bread, and it was always May-
day with her, for the smiling poor loved her, and
crowned her queen of all the year.

Reader, are you a lady? Are you & queen among
the poor? Do tho children of the poor put a crown
'on your head ? Do they muke your hair gleam with
gems, or is itburning with diamonds that the fingers
of the poor never sct there? Do the poor man's
<hildren cling to your gown, and find o progcting
shadow in its folds?

Do you wear a robe that ¢ dirty little fingers” have
never touched ? Or is it pure and snowy with the
touch of unwashed poverty? -

Oh * there are garments that in the oye of God are
very white, because thesoiled, tear-stained cheeks of
crying, starving children have pressed them. There
are pocket handkerchiefs that in the eye of God are
of great price. The practised eye of the woman of
the world says they cost neither ten nor & hundred
dollars, and are not fit for a lady to carry, but God
says they adorn the hands that carrry them—they
are a procions ornement, and fit for the hand of &

queen on her throne, because they have wiped away
the tears of those who sigh and cry in the homo of
want. .

Let me ask every lady, Do you carry such a pocket
handkerchief?

Do you wear a dresg that in the eye of God isu
robe of light, because the weary, aching little heads
of hungry children have leaned against it?

Are your jewels the grateful hearts of the poor?
Ifthey are, then they will never lose theirlustre, but
shine brighter and brighter the longer you wear
them. I would rather have one grateful tear from a
famished child I had fed, than all the jewels that
glisten on a queen’s brow. I would rather carry
light and joy to one desolate home, than call the
kingdoms of the world my own.

They are all God’s poor—they are my poor.

Let me turn aside from the crowded paths of the
world, where only the rich and the gay, and the
pleasurc-seekers walk, and let me take the dark and
unalluring path that leads to the door of the poor
man's home,

It's a cold winter. Warm fires, warm dinners,
and warm hearts must protect us all from the snow
and the cold. The poor are shivering over their last
stick—weeping over their last crust—sighing for one
warm hearttogive them & blessing. Woman, sitting
in a rich house—on & rich carpet—in a rich cheir—
by arich coal grate—sitting there luxuriously dressed
—clothed in the “purple,and fine linen” of life, let &
thought of God's suffering poor start you.

The righest gifts of life warm your head and adorn
your body. God hasgiven you a bright cup to drink.
’Tis well—drink it—you may.

But let the poor man’s children gather round—Jet
them press theirlips to the cup—let them share with
you life’s sweet draughts.

God is good to you and you must say,

Assweelly tallshis love ou e,

')l letittail on all.
You are sitting by your warm fire, and I sec you
looking witha taste-illumined eyc ataboquet of house-
plant flowers standing on your sidechoard. Itisa
dollar boquet. You paid that for it yesterday. It's
all right enough. God made the flowers—He gave
you money, and you may buy them, but oh! buy
something for the poor. Whenever you spend a
dollar for yourself spend one for the poor, and chil-
dren shall gather round a bright fire, and laugh
merrily over their Warm clethes, and warm meal. If
you have & woman’s heart in you it will make it
thrill with joy to know that the pangs of hunger are
quelled—that wet eyes are dry again—that sad little
faces smile again—that pale, thin cheeks are plump
and rosy again with health.

But give something more than your money—give
vourself, and God will love you, and his poor will
love you.

You ave sitting in a-downy chair, close ‘o your
bright, warmn fire—the air is full of snow, and the
wind blows cold. It's along way to that suffering
house—if you go, you must walk. How can you?
Your snug parlor is so pleasant—the pleasant heat of
your fire steals upon you so dcliciously, and then the
sky is so cloudy, and the wind is so cold.

Oh! it's & keen winter—how can you go? You
can. Let the love of the poor, and the psor man's
God sustain you.

Draw away from your fire—get up—put on your
overshoes—draw on the long over-stockings—wrap
around you the ample and well-wadded cloak—pin
snugly around you that warm hood—put on your
furs—take off that gold brooch (it may be lost.in the

snow) and hang on your.arm a basket of delicacies

A )
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for the sick, and palatable food for the hungry.
With a woman’s heart—a woman's cenergy—a wo-
man's will, smake your way through the snow.
Yuur cheek shall have a ruddier tint—your eye shall
have a brighter light—your heart shall bave a bright-
cr blessing.

From the N. Y Journal of Conunerce.
THOMAS PAINE,

In a recent article on the celebration of Tom
Paine's Birth-day, we alluded to Grant Thorburn as
a living witness of his dissolute and disgusting hab-
its. A late New York Observer contnins a letter
from Mr. Thorburn, written on his 83rd birth-day,
February 18th, and dated at Winsted, Conn., where
lie expdcts to pass his remaining days. The letter is
devoted chiefly to reminiscences of Tom Paine. We
make the following extracts, which we hope will be
read at the next and every subsequent anniversary
of the infidel debauchee.

As there is but a step between me and death, I owe
it to generations yet to come, to tell what I saw and
heard of Tuomas PaiNe. Perhaps there lives not a
man on earth, who traced him from his cradle to his
grave, except myself. Carver and I were fellow-la-
bourers in the same shop. Painc and Carver were
born in the same town in England. - Paine and I
boarded with Carver. Ioftenheard Carver, his wife,
and Paine, as we four sat by the fire on a winter
night, rehearse the items of his life. I think he was
the worst member of the body politic I ever met in
all my journey through life. le marricd a respecta-
ble lady, who died cleven months thereafter, in con-
sequence of brutal treatment. He then married a
daughter of the Collector of the Port of Lewis ; after
three years she obtained a divorce for like treatment.

In 17%3, while he beld an office in the Custom
House, (given him by his father-in-law,) he was de-
tected in taking bribes from the smugglers, and fled
to America. He was made Secretary to the Private
Committee of Congress, and took an oath of office to
keep their secrets.  He broke this oath by divulging
the project of u secret mission to the Court of France
by Silas Dean. He was dismissed with disgrace.
(Sce the Journal of Congress in 1774 or 5.) This
treachery was the cause of much trouble in Congress,
and in the Court of Louis XVI.

‘We next find him in Paris, helping Robespierre in
his labours of love to establish freedom of the press,
and the right of speech, by means of the guillotine.
He quarretied with Robbie, and was chaiked for guil-
lotine. God, willing to make the wrath of Paine to
praise Him, sent an angel who delivered him out of
prison. (For particulars of this miracle, sce the Life
of Thorburn, 10ist page.)

In 1801, when King Thomas the First ascended
the throne of his kingdom, he instantly despatched o
national frigate to convey to our shores the venera-
ted Thomas Paine. He arrived carly in the year
1802. I spoke with him at the City Hotel, Bowery,
a few hours after his arrival. He found letters urg-
ing him on to Washington, then four days’ journey.
He started next morning. At Georgetown a mes-
senger was sent forward to announce his approach;
a feast was got ready, and all those of like thinking
were invited. Paincentered late, his shirt unwashed,
his beard unshorn, and reeling like & drunken man.
A look of consternation shone forth from every face;
mirth ceased; one by onc they went out, leaving
Painc alone on his chair fast asletp. Next day he
received letters and instractions to return to New
“York.

When Aarca Burr retarncd .from Europe, whither

-

he had fled after his duel with Hamilton, he kept his
office in Nassau Street, near my seed store. From
him I received the account above stated.

Paine, on his return, was unable to find lodgings;
Carver took him in for old acguaintance sake. Ho
dicd at Greenwich, of delirium tremens, in 3809.

THE POWER OF PRAYER.

The efficacy of prayer, to bring light and wisdom
into the mind, peace into the conscience, submission
into the will, and purity into the affections ; to keep
our garments clean, our armour bright, and our
hearts joyful; to make ug strong for the conflict, for
service, or for suffering ; to obtain sufficiency for our
place and work, and a blessing on our endesvours ;
to secure peace with our cnemies, or protection
against them ; to carry every point that is truly good
for us; to bring down blessings on our families,
friends, aud country; to procure peace and prosper-
ity to the Church, the conversion of sinners, and the
spread of the gospel; and for all things which we
can desire or conceive ;—must be allowed by every
man who revevences the Scriptures, or knows what
it is “to talk with God.” Did men speculate and
dispute less, and pray more, their souls would be
“ like a watered garden;” fruitful, joyful, beautiful
and fragrant. Prayer is the first breath of divine
life; it is the pulse of the believing soul, the hest
criterion of health or sickness, vigour or debility.
By prayer we ¢ draw water with joy from the wells
of salvation; by prayer faith puts forth its energy
in apprehending the promised blessings, and receiv-
ing from the Redeemer’s fulness; in leaning on his
Almighty arm, and making “ his name our strong
tower ;” and in overcoming the world, the flesh and
the devil. All other means of grace are made effec~
tual by prayer; every doctrine and instruction pro-
duces its effect in proportion as this is attended to;
every grace revives or languishes according to the
same rule. Our grand conflict with Satan and our
own hearts i3 about prayer ; the sinner feels less rea
luctance, and meets with*less resistance, in all other
means of grace, than in retiring to * pour out his
heart” secretly before God; and the believer will find
his chief difticulty to consist in continning instant
and fervent in this spiritual exercise. If he succeed
here all clse will eventually give place before him,
:gnd turn out to his benefit and comfort.—Rev. T

colt.

From Evangelical Cliristendom.
PROTESTANT INNER MISSION IN GARD.

I shall now return to religious news which ought
to obtain a place in our correspondence. An Inner
Mijssion, similar to what you call Home Aission, has
just been established in the department of Gard. It
is & work which may become of much importance, it
it is conducted in o pious and faithful spirit.

The department of Gard is that part of France
which contains the largest number of Protestants.—
The city of Nismes, the capital of this province, is
in some sort the metropolis of French Protestantism.
There, also, are the Cevennes, Alpine cantons, cele-
brated for the heroic resistance of the Hugnenots
against the persecutions of Louis XIV. Thers, also,
the Desert assemblics were never given up, not even
in the darkest days, and the children of Calvin sealed
their faith with their bloed, until they ccaquered and
obtained religious liberty.  But a great laxity hss
crept in among them since the revolution of 1789,
and all the efforts of tho pastors have not succeeded

in swakening in-r¢cent goncrations the ardent piety

-
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of their fathers, This state of things cxcited the
solicitude of several friends of the Gospel, and they

resolved to employ itinerant preachers, chosen from |-

among the pastors of the National Ghiurch, who are

to go at certain intervals and visit the flocks suc-

cessively; preaching to thema the Word of Life

‘(l;mfl promoting works cowformable to the will o!
od.

The following are the chief regulations which are
to govern this institution: ¢ The faner Mission has
for its aim the awakening and developepent of piety
and Christian life. It acts with the approbation of
the pastors and the ecclesinstical authorities. It
solicits and accepts the concurrence of all the pastors
and ministers of the Reformed Church of France, and
that of all Protestaut laymen, who, animated by a
spirit of faith and love, desire to labour for the spir-
itual advancement of their brethren. The Pastoral
Conference (of Gard) which has established the
Inner Mission, dirccts it by a Central Committee.—

This committee, composed of six pastors and three

laymen, is chosen by the ballot of the Conference
itself. A public meeting of the Inner Mission will
be held every year. The labors of the Mission arc
o!'a twofold nature, direct and indirect. . . . .. In
the first category are placed special preachings, con-
ferences, Sabbath schools, ordinary instructions to
the catechumens, religious associations of young
people, domiciliary visits to the members of the
Church, popular libravies, and religious publications
In the second category are reformatory asylums, the
superintendence exercised over young apprentices
and workmen, mutual aid societies, orphan refuges.
hospitals, aged pilarim asylums, and other benevo-
lent institutions, approved of by the Conference.”

The Inner Mission, as you know, embraces a great
number of objects ; it aims at producing a regenera-
tion, at once religious and moral, among the Church-
es. The Central Committee has Leen nominated.
and immediately afterwards this Committee designa-
ted fwenty pasfors. who are to visit the most import-
ant Protestant parishes of Gard, informing them of
the establishment of the Inner Mission. It remains
to be seen what will be the results of this great en-
terprise. Its intentions are undoubtedly good. But
it is casier to write good projects on paper than to
accomplish them.

From News of the Churches.
OLD CALABAR.

The Committee on Foreign Missions of the United
Presbyterian Church have decided the question pro-
posed by their missionaries in 01d Calabar as to the
admission of slave-owners to church-fellowship.
In Calabar there is no free labouring population ; all
are cither masters or slaves, and the latter are mani-
fold more numerous thanthe former. Thereisnoman-
umission; a freeman mey beconie a slave, but not
vicc versa ; once o slave always a slave. He may
change his master, but not his state. The law gives
the master absolute power over his slave; he may
use him, abuse him, kiil him, or dispose of him in
any way. The law, at the same time, holds the master
responsible for any crime which his slave may cow-
mit against other members of the community. The
master, it is true, does not often push his cruelties
to the utinost verge of his.power. He supports his
slaves if resident in his house, or wholly occupicd
in bis service; when not so occupied, they provide
for themselves. and pay their' masters a portion of
their gaing. The theory is in practice so much mo-
dified, that a slave mny himself be o slave-owner.
#£nd may becomo richer than his master. With all

this modification, however, the real relation of the
two classes of the community i3 that of master and
s\l}avc In fhese circumstances, tho :missionaries
hesitated what course to adopt with referenco to
slave-owners respecting baptism.  The owner might
zive to other masters, but could not free his sluves;
50 long as they remained with him they were held to
be his slaves, and he was held responsible for their
crimes ; e must cither have slaves or no servants
alt all.  The deliverance of the Gommittee runs
thug :—

% As by the law and custom of Calabar, it appears
that lezal manumission is at present impracticable,
and ad the missionaries would not be justified in
excluding from the fellowship of the church any that
give satisfuctory evidence of conversion, and that
are willing to obey the laws of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Committee agree to state that, in accordance with
the views above expressed, and guided by the reso-
lutions of the Synod, they are of opinion that,
in the present condition of society at Culabar, per-
sons holding slaves may be admitted into church-
fellowship on their signing such a declaration as the
following :—

 DECLARATION.

* “Believing that all men are equal in the sight of
God, and that uader the gospel there is in Christ
Jesus neither bond nor free, I hereby, as a servant
of Christ, bound to obey the commands of God’s
Word, promise in the sight of the great God, my
divine Master, that I shall regard thosc persons
placed uder my care, as servanfs, not as properiy ;
that I shall give them what is just and equal for
their work ; that I shall encourage them to obtain
cducation for themselves and their children, and to
attend on such means of religious instruction as the
church may be able to aflord them; that I
shall enleavor, as far as 1 can, to sccuro
the making of the laws to promote personal
freedom; that, as soon as it can be done, 1 shall
legally set frec all those under my care; and that, in
the meantime, 1 shall treat them with kindness and
equity, it being my constant aim to act upon the
command of the Lord Jesus Christ, to do unto others
as I should wish them to do unto me.

“The Committee regard this arrangement as only
temporary in its nature, and as applicable solely to &
slave-holding country into which the gospel has been
newly introduced, and where circumstances stand in
the way of legal manumission; for when, in the
providence and by the blessing of God, the mujority
of freemen shall have been brought under the infiu-
ence of Cliristian truth, the country having reached
the sccond of the two states poinied out in the pre-
ceding paper, the legnl aboliticn of slavery should,
as a matter of duty, take place. It results from the
principles laid down, that if Christians being ihe
majority, and having thus the power of legislation,
shall decline to abolish slavery, or if they shall,
when manumission becomes legally practicable, deny
this boon to their slaves, it will then clearly be the
duty of the office-bearers of the church to exclude
from the fellowship those who refuse to put an end
to this evil and unchristian thing.”

THE CHRISTIAN'S LIGHT.

The Christian is called 2 “light,” not lightning.
Tn order to act with cffect on others, he must walk in
the Spirit, and thus become the image of goodness ;
e must be so akin to God and so filled with his dis-
positions, that he shall seem to surround himself
with hallowed atmosphere. It is folly to endeavour
to make ourselves shine befors we are laminous. If
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the sun without its beams should talk to the planets.
and urge with them till the final day, it would not
manke them shine; there must be Jight in the sun
itself, and then they will shine of course. And this.
my brethren, is what God intends for you all. It is
the great idea of his gospel, and the work of his

* Spirit, to make you *lights in the world.,” His
greatest joy is to give you a character, to beautify
your example, to exalt your principles, and muke you
each tho depository of his own almighty grace. But
in order to this, something is necessary on your part
—a full surrender of your mind to duty and to God
and a perpetual desire of this spiritual intimacy .
having this, having a participation thus of the good-
ness of God, you will as naturally communicate
good as the sun communicates hisbeams.—Dr. Sush-
nell.

RECEPTION OF BURNS IN BOSTON.

SPEECH OF DR. KIRK.

Rev. Dr. Kirk was then introduced who spoke
briefly in his usually effective style, showing how
deeply his feclings were enlisted in the event which
had caused the meeting of thisevening. Ilesaid we
have to-night a combined view; the Southern side
and the Northern side. We have the fact that we
recognize under that black:kin & man; and that they
in the South recognise only a chattel; and that makes
a vast difference between the South and the North.

The question may be asked, for what do you come
here to-night? Is it to fan & feeling of opposition to
the South, and to stir up fanaticism? No, but we
come to assert that a black man is a man. (Cries of
good, and cheers.) .

Some ¢ne in the audience said, that was said long
ago. Yes, said Mr. Kirk, it was, and Iwish it had
been ¢ :ted upon. The effect of Southern lawsavas
then commented on. The time has come he said,
when the South should know what we think of them.
He did not think blustering, spluttering or bravado
would do any good. He had prayed to God that we
might have nothing but caln, clear vision and a little
of the fire that filled the heart of Otis in Faneuil Ilall.
(Applause.) The Northern view of slavery is that &
man is a man for o’ that. Ie thought the negro a
man, every inch of him. Under the skin, it is all
human. If that doctrine is believed there will be
many changes, and there will have to be, in the Senate
of the U. States, the passage of an obliteration law.
Yes, Burns is a man, and more of & man than I
thought he was. DBurns has talked to my heart to-
night, like & man. To be sure, he did use bad gram-
mar ; but whose fault was that! 1 think he has the
truc oratorical ring in him, like that of some of the
Indian orators. If he had been in the North all his
life, he would not have used so bud grammar. For
one, he howed to the Constitution of the United States;
but the fact is, Anthony Burns is a man for all that;
the fact is, it is wrong to incarcerate him except for
crime. There is 2 wrong somewhere. It is entirely
proper that the citizens of Boston, who witnessed the
scenes of last summor, should come here to say that
they recognized him who has been vilified, as a man.
‘We have not come to make & lion of him. We have
ohly met to congiatulate him. We expect that he
will retire to his place in the church, and like 2 modest
man that be is, occupy the station sor which he may
be fitted.

This meeting is but one of a series, in & course of
action, Whom is this meeting to affect? The good
men of the South. 1t may belp iliem to sce that there
is not mere iofidelity at work; there is Christianity
at work too. They will see that the Christianity of

the North is in positive direct antagonism to tho
slavery of the South. (Applanse.)

‘Thetimes of this ignorance God winked at! It
will not do for our Southern brethren to apologize
for Slavery and justify it unless they will justify poly-
gamy too. And God is putiing that along side of
them to try them.

This meeting will have some effect on the bad men
of the South too. Men who will putupon the auction
block and then Inugh at and jeer a man because he
loves freedom, are bad men. They can be made to
feel, and we shall try in ouy way to make them feel.
(Applause.) There is a tone of indignatipn which
can affect them ; apd when they come to the North,
they must not be fiattered and caressed, but men
must go round them. (Applause.)

When the Nebraska bill was passed, he said that
for one, he was going to act. He was now ashamed
of his country, and he would endeavor to purify it
from its guilt in connection with Slavery.

The meeting was closed by the whole audience
uniting in singing the doxology, ‘Praise God, &c’

From News of the Churches.
EXPERIMENTS IN BOOK-HAWKING.

Among many’ details, to which attention has latel)
been directed, in connection with the condition o
the masses, especially in rural districts, that of the
books, and papers usually read by thém has had a
place. All persons conversant with the subject have
come to the conclusion that the materials for read-
ing furnished to our rural labourers have commonly
been of the coarsest and worst desgription, and that
it would be a source of infinite blessing, under God,
were effectual measures taken to supply them with &
wholesome, interesting, and edifying literature.

For this purpose the plan of book-hawking has
been devised. It has been in operation in some dis-
tricts in England,—e. g., Warwickshire and Hamp-
shire,—~in the former, under the auspices of Lord
Lyttleton and others, in the latter, of a society of
which the Bev. G. lI. Sumner is secretary. It so
happens, that the paper which has bestowed most
attention on the subject is the Tractarian Guardian,
a proof that the Puseyites, like their cousins the
Papists, are wise in their generation in devising
means for spreading their vicAvs, but not to be taken,
we trust, as any cvidence that activity in this depart-
ment is confined to the Tractarian party. Indeed,
we have good cause to know that this is far from
being the case. In Scotland the subject is under the
careful and carnest consideration of some of the best
friends of the evangelical cause, who are in the
midst of very effective measures to work the scheme.-

It may be useful to parties interested in the work
{o extract a few passages giving information of the
plans and experience of those who have been some
time in the fleld. Mr. Sumner, secretary of the
Winchester scheme, has written an account of it to
the Guardian.

The following are the rules of the society:—

“1. That a general committee be formed of all
donors of £1, and annual subscribers of 5s., to meet
when called together by a requisition of five mem-
bers.

“ 2. That the sub-committee, appointed Feb. 1853,
have power to make additions to their body, and to
fillup vacanéics,subject totheapprovalofthearchdes-
con of Winchester.

13, That Bibles, prayer and other books, and
tracts from various sources, together with a stock of
appropriste ornaments for cottage walls, shall be

T

.
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supplicd by the sub-committeo to the book-hawker
for sale. R

% 4, That directions boe given to the hook-liawker
not to sell any book in a parish if disapproved of by
the clergyman of tho parish.”

“'We employ one hawker whose time is devoted
exclusively to going from house to house with his
pack, and offering for sale Bibles, prayer-books,
church-services books, both of a religious and secular
character, and priuts. His wages are one guinca a
week. He finds his own board and lodging, but we
pay his travelling expenses. No percentage is allow-
ed on hisisales, as it has been found practically that
such a plan is an inducement to him to neglect the
poorer districts and lone cottages, and confine his
attention principally to selling beoks of & more ex-
pensive kind. A general supervision over the seiec-
tion of books is exercised by the sub-committee.
The hawker keeps a diary, in which his day’s work
is entered. As he is not under his master's eye some
such check is necessary. . e

“The hawker carries with him a licence, The
price of this is four pounds. It is made out from
August to August, and is not issued for a less time
than a year. A hawker, therefore, commencing in
July, would pay four pounds for & licence which
would only last him a month. Thelicence is made
out in my own name, and the hawker considered to
be my servant. This is done to obviate the necessity
of purchasing a fresh licence in case of 2 change of
bawker. . . . . .

“ During the first ten months our hawker sold
books and prints to the amaqunt of very nearly £150.
The profit on this, and on about twenty pounds’
worth sold by myself, amounted to upwards of £40.
Our expenses during the same time being about £78,
it follows that the agency was carried on by drawing
upon subscriptir . znd Jonaiions to the amount of
about £38. There were, however, many expenses inci-
dental t6 the commencement of the undertaking, and I
should say that with a rigid economy the necessary
-expenses would amount to about £70 or £75 yeatly.
Lshould not.venture to commence the scheme with
& less sum than this in hand.

# It is found that about two visits yearly to the
same place are sufficient, and our experience has
showrn us that the lubours of the most zealous cler-
gyman do not make thechawker's visits useless. For
it.is not only Bibles and prayer-books that he sells,
bat he brings to the cottager’s own door a variety of
books from many publishers. No clergyman, how-
ever desirous he might be to supply his parishioners
with suitable books, could offer them so large a
choice as the hawker is.able to do. One .of the most
importsnt duties of the secretary is to be constantly
adding new books to his stock. For this purpose it
is abyolitely essential that he should have carte-
blanche. The purchasers from the hawker are most
critical, and complaintg are sure to be heard if the
ligt of books is stereotyped.”

THE BIBLE.

- ‘How comegs it that this little volume, composed.by
humble men in a rude age, when art and science
were but in their childhood, has exerted more influ-
ence on the human mind aad oun the social system,
than all other books put together? Whence comes it
that this book has achieved such marvellous changes
inthe opiniong of mankind, has banished idol-worship
~—has abolished infanticide—has put down polygamy
dnd. divorce—exalted the condition of woman—
Faised the standard of public morality—created for
faimilies'thal -blessed thing, a Christian' home—and

.

caused its other triumph by causing benevolert insti-
tutions (open and -expnnsive{;vto spring upas with
the wand of enchantment? What sort of a book
is this, that even the wind and warves of human
passions obey it? What other engine of social
improvement has operated so long, and yet lost
none of its virtue? Since it appeared, many boasted °
plans of amelioration have been tried and failed ;
many codes of jurisprudence hdve arisen, and run
their course and expired. Empire after empire bas
been leunched on the tide of time, and gone down,
leaving no trace on the waters. But this book is
still going about doing good—Ileavening society with
its holy principles—cheering the sorrowful with its
consolation—strengthening the tempted—encourag-
ing the penitent—calming the troubled spirit—and
smoothing the pillow of death. Can such a book be
the offspring of human genius? Does not the vast-

ness of its effects demonstrate the excellency of the
‘power to be of God ?—Dr. M’ Cullough.

From Mr  Willlams,
CHANGES IN CHINA.

*Instead of the half dozen whom Dr. Morrison as-
sembled in his study that he might discourse to them -
of the things of the kingdom of heaven, thero are now
daily religious services at Hongkong and all the open
cities, and a score or more in all, upon the Sabbath,
where thousands hear something of Jesus Ghrist. The
aids in lbarning the language have been enlarged,
until something is possessed in every dinlect to guide
and assist the learner; and the books for teaching
geographical, astronumical, physiological, and his-
torical truth, as well as religious, have increased
many fold. Churches have been erected where
nothing but heathenish temples once attracted
worshippers, Converts dre not so numerous as we
wish ; but the signs of interest daily increaso. Inthe
region around Amoy these are so gtriking, indeed,
that we now lonk for great triumphs of redeeming
love. A million of Testaments are in progress of
printing ond circulation; and other parts of the
Scriptures will likewise be multiplied. Finally, the
whole mass of Chinese mind is stirred up by a body

‘of insurgents, of whom one prominent characteristic

is their rejection of idolatrous worship for the worship
of the true God. Whether their purposo of over-
throwing the Manchu sway, and substituting thetefor
a native dynasty, be successful or not, their tenets
and books have attracted the serious regard of all that
is learned and influential in the empire, and will
prepare the way for a purer statement of the doc-
trines of the cross, and identify change with Christi-
anity.

CnriSTIAN Drvorion.—When the Huguenots first
settled at New Rochelle, twenty miles from New York,
the only place of worship they could attend was in
that city. After working hard all the week till
Saturday night, they spent the night in trudging
on foot to the city, where they attended worship
twice on the sabbath, and ther walked home to be
ready for work in the morning; and yet in spite of
these hardships, they wrote 1o France expressing
gratitude for the great privileges they enjoyed.

Carrovricisd.—According to the Catholic Directozy
for 1855, there ave inthe United States 7 archbishops,
33 bishops, 1,704 priests, and 1,814 churches, with
an estimated Catholic population of 1,838,500. There

was aa increase during 1864 of $wo -bishops, 129
priests, and 112 churches. .
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: : ol And raomn for us in heav’n make surd,
Wietos e Boings of Judibivwals, T ity we pray.
AN NN AN N SN M S -~ Through death's loue valley, dotk and dim,
For the Gospel ‘T'ribunc. Our Hle vessel?s salls 'twill teling
PRAYEE. And safely guldes our souls to him,

Who'll bé our Master there.
. DY THE FOREST BARD. 1

»Tis sweet the knee fu prayer to bend, Then let us ever bear in mind,
"Pis aw cet an hour with God to spend, That thus n daysinan we can find,
I'ie volce of prayer and pralse (o blend, : A mediator still inclined,
And bow before the throne. o A:lsiistuncc sti!l to spare,
. ‘The soul will find this converse sweet, T'o Him, oh let us oft draw nigh,
' When from life's sceues it would retreat, To him for sutcour let ug gy, ,
Aod prosteate fatl before the feet, ks lmcrcc?sion ask on tign,
of the [ Aw unknown. And sacrifice in prayer.
. Aurora, dprit, 1855,

Oh what so high the soul can raise,
As prayer’s caln vaice combined with praise.

When up to heaven the roul may gaze, For the Gosfel Tribune,
nd converse hold above.

T: makc:. ou; wau?s and wishies known, . THE D EIL;I‘}E’[S‘ER%N SI?L“II(‘;%I}\)’E‘TDBEX{VEEN REV.
To supplicate th* Etceual’s throue, . . N . .
Titl falih will make our wants his own, Not having been present at the debate, T have‘to

For he's a God of luve. take it as reported in the Christian Messenger,” where
Naught can the soul so sweetly caln, we are told, # the Rev. Mr. Duncan opened the debate,
As walking “"(‘;“_ig‘z}{“"“ I’ :""b , . and his statements went to show that immersed be-
n';],?;;‘n?;;g ,:0:‘ s:s[::{:,'us i lievers (or Baptists) only could fulfil the duties of
When up to Christ our sizhs have sped, the commission.” The first and most important duiy
Like Mary’'s ointment on [lis head, enjoined in the commission is to preach the Gospel.

Or tears to wash his feet she shed,

Cannot the unimmersed di isi
1% _cnediction gains. t nimmersed discharge this important duty?

The article in the Messenger, following the Report, is

Whenc'er the soul's iu sacrow sunk, a notice of thé late Dr. Beaumont, (Methodist,) in

Or by the wine of woe made drunk,

Ut scatiied by tusery’s touch hath shrunk, which the Doctor is culogized as * an eminent minds-
Oh et it flee to prayer ! . ter,)’ (of the Gospel of Christ, I presume;) ond
*Twill quickly quell tumultuous thoughf, amongst many other fine things spoken of Dr. B.; we
A cure it gives unbribed, unbought, i A
With heavenly influcnces *tis fraught are assured that he well deserved to have worn f,hg
T'o banish our despair. title of D. D. He was, we are informed, too, th 3oi
Or doth cestatic pleasure roll, of & faithful Methodist Mfinester. In the same article,
Or juy tat knows of uo coutral, other two celebrated names are quoted, viz.: Drs.
Or pleasure penetrate the soul, Morrison and Milne, of syhom. it is-said, ¢ two men to
To peayer resort agatu. o whom India and the Christian world stand:more)in-
;tl'l:'d":::::: j‘:;;‘: g?::c'z:?c;:g; pride, debted, than perhaps to any other men who have
Bids wrath and vanity sudside, ever lived.” Perhaps Mr. Duncan wouid not endorse
And alt our thouglis restrains, what is here said of these illustrious men, for neither
Do cvil thoughts within us rise, of them was immersed. To invite sach men to: sit
Pale envy with her grifiin eyes, down at the table of the Lord, would,in his estima-~
Or vice in masquerade disgutse, tion, be to subvert the commission, because they
A:a?,ﬁzl:::ﬂ‘;j.,?c?f,‘:::i? » “rejected and despised the teachi,ngs' and example
Qur leeble fith it will support, of the Son of God and his apostles.” Strong lan-
Tt renders fraitless each effort, guage this! Beaumont, the eminenl minister, and his
Of sin—and tnakes us surong. father, the faithful minister, and the ceiebrated Mox~
? ? ! bl
Doth gricf or woe assumne thelr part, . rison and Milne, to whom India end the:Christian
g;;ﬁiﬁfcgzzg,g:m:: Tr‘:‘h““' world stand so.deeply indcbted, must be viewed after
And tirough the-bosom roll 1 all- as subverters of the commission-—<regiectors.anide-
Tn secret praver then Ict.ua scek, spisers of the teaching end examplé of-the Son:.of
;hrOUﬁt ts still ;‘olcdghtio l;c;d we'll speak, God! Who on reading this can help thinking of the
,';.Lmi;uu‘i 1;: ';m_sckiglﬁ?d meck, awful: passage, “He that despised Moses' law:.died
No reverend knec did ever bend wif,bout mercy; of how much sorer punishment sball -
Nor carnest, sacred pm,e,m,_.,;d,, ) they be. thought worthy,” &c. But the Beg.umqnw,
To which he liad nd ear to Jead, Morrison, and Milne, are. not the only ¢ eminenty”
To listcn to ou high. #the. faithful,” but unimmersedministersitowhom .
g‘:gf;: éﬁﬁ?&fﬁ:ﬂ&%’;‘ﬁ voice, the Christian world: is deeply indebted:; &ugd: M.
_ T hear-its plaint o doth reloice,. Duncanknows it heoughtthergfore tohayebeenmbre
And 16 our wauts draws nigh. sporing of his gall-dipt epithets, becanse thep.sars
T.w)ll stnclctua frpm tempration’s lurey, certainly, only, pactiolly ,apphcablﬁ tothe ummmemeﬂ.
Qur soyls of sin's dloep.wounds tewvill.cysey Thers; ate, thorsands. of them conceming.bhoiz:a

o
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stringent Close Baptist says, ¢ It were to be wished
that many of our own people (Baptists) wero like
them.”

Mr. Duncan anticipates the question, “Do you
unchurch all the Pedobaptist Ministers?” and he ven-
tures unhesitatingly to answer in the aflirmative.
The fact, he says, that Pedobaplists have subverted
the commission, proves that they actually are un-
churched |! I pretend not to quote him verbatim;
but sure I am I do not misrepresent him. I think 1
sce Mr. Duncan complacently surveying his terms,
set in the syllogistical form, and admiring the cogency
of his conclusion, thus,—

None who reverse the order and change the sub-
jects and mode of baptism can have a place in the
Church of Christ; but all Pedobaptists reyerse the
order and change the subjects and mode of baptism.

Therefore no Pedobaptists can be in the Church of
Christ !

But is it possible that Me. Duncan can have arrived
at the conclusion to which this syllogism incvitably
leads ?

While we have in view cerlain Pedobaptists of a
cold, suspicious character, whose pretensions to gon-
uine piety are rather unprominent, and are told these
are the men who have reversed the order, &c., and
have therefore no place in the Church of Christ, we
may feel strongly inclined to question the propriety
of communing with them. But when we have in
our cye, men, whose ardent picty and devotedness
place them fur above suspicion—and many such there
have been, and are—and should any Baptist point to
these and say,—DBechold the men who,” having re-
versed the order-and changed the subjects and mode
of baptism, have therefore no place in the Church of
Christ; we should not hesitate to spurn the assump-
tion, and could only view it as betraying the grossest
ignorance of the nature of the religion of Christ.
Did Mr. Duncan never, in all his travels through the
world, nor in his intercourse with Christian men,
meet with a Pedobaptist of whom he would have
hardly dared to say, he has no place in the Church
of Christ? Could he not at least call to hisrecollec-
tion the remains of some who were known as Pedo-
baptists—subverters of the authority (according to
him) of = portion of the word of God, to whom it
would look rather unseemly to sty, thou hast no
place in the Church of Christ? Could Mr. Duncan
address himself even to 'Watts, one of the sweectest
singers of the Christian Israel, and say, Isaac, thou art
o subverter, aregjector, adespiser &c.; thou cansttherefore
have neither part nor lot in our Zion; thow enterest
not in by the door; thou art therefore a thief and a
robber? ‘Waits was only oneof thousands that could
be named who lived thelife of faith, and * who being
dead yet speak.”

But am I right in supposing that Mr. D. resliy
means to deny that any Pedobaptists can have a
place in the Church of Christ 2 Certeinly his reporter
&askes him speak so. If this bo his opinion, it may

'S

be granted, Mr. D. is at least a. consistent close-c¢ -
munionist; and we solemaly assure him that ho has
only to prove his position to make us as close as he
would wish us to be; but, in the meantime, we toll
him that what he views as proof, falls far short in
our estimation.

The stroug conviction we have, that many Pedo-
baptists are in the Church of Christ, and in equally
close and endearing intimacy with him as even Reg-
ular Baptists, makes us feel very confident in our
position. Though there were no other argument
that could be brought to bear, the very supposition
that God would forbid us to commune with those
with whom he evidently communes himself, appears
too abhorrent both to reason and revelation for us
to entertain it a moment.

We will not pretend to defend everything that Mr.
Ball may have advanced. His reference to the 500,
whether they were baptized or not,might have well
been spaved, for he had no need of such assistance.

Mr. Duncan calls it an inference from a mere sup-
position, and says'it is @ specimen of open-communion
logic.

We beg leave, however, to tell him, that we have
something else than mere suppositions to draw our
inferences from.  And first we ask him, if it be not &
positive and glaring fact that the Saviour enjoined
oz his disciples the duties of love and forbearance?
and also, that he prayed earnostly that they might
all be one, that the world might be constrained to be-
lieve? He knows that these are not mere suppositions.
The inferences which we draw from these are, 1st,
that the union prayed for, and the love enjoined,
must be exhibiled to-the view of the world, otherwise
it could not be seen, and unsecn it could not produce
the desired effect. 2nd. We infer that the world
will never be constrained to believe by the exhibition
of repulsive principles and practice among the disci-
ples of Christ. But here the question arises, are
Pedobaptists disciples? If we ask Mr. Duncan, does
he undisciple all Pedobaptists? He will of course
answer, ‘ the affirmative is proved by the fuct, &c.”
If they are not in his church they are not his disci-
ples; if not disciples they have, of course, no right
to the privileges of disciples, and we repeat it, let him
prove his position and the controversy is settled.

But secondly it is a glaring fact, and not a “ mere
supposition,” that the duty of forbearance is often in-
sisted on in the apostolic writings; from which we
infer that differences of opinion amoug the disciples
existed even then, but there is not one word in all these
epistles to countenance divisions among the disciples,
but the reverse. As to the nature of their differences
it may suffice to. know that it was such as not to
affect their acceptance with God; and precisely such
is the nature of the difference between us and Pedo-
baptists, as we firmly believe, but of course this will
be questioned by Mr. Duncan: well, we say again,
let him prove his position,—let him show that the
error of Pedobaptists affects their acceptance with
God, and his point ig galned; persuaded as wo ara
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that it < yes not, we naturally infer that as in primi~
tive times Christians were enjoined to exercise charity
and forbearance, and to maintain union notwithstand-
ing differences of opinion about matters not aftecting
their ncceptance with God; we infer, I say, that it is
our duty to exercise charity and forbearance, and
maintain union with pions Pedobaptists, convinced
as we arce that their error affects not their acceptance
with God.

3rdly. it is not & mere supposition, but a fact pro-
claimed by a voice from the cxcellent glory, “that
God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation,”
(and in every denomination too,) he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him; from
this we infer that for us to respect persons on grounds
not sanctioned by him either by precept or example
would, in the language of his apostle, be to withstand
and tempt him: and what are we that we shonld
do so?

Athly. It is not a ““mere supposition” but an cternal
verity that we are forbid to judge our brother whom
God hath received, and are commanded to receive
him on the very ground thiit God hath done so. Our
very rational nature is appealed to as to the unseem-
liness of it in the question, * What hast thou to do
to judge thy brother?”

5thly. It is not a mere supposition but an undeni-
able and pleasing fact that thousands of our Pedo-
haptist brethren are just as good Christians as
ourselves, and equally high in the favour of their
Lord; and we infer that it would therefore very ill
become us to refuse to join with them to celebrate
his dying love.

'6thly. It is a fact, and not a ‘‘mere supposition'
that even Closc Baptists themselveés set us the exam-
ple of communing with pious Pedobaptists in every
religious exercise except the supper; and if it bt
right and duty for them to do so, sceing ncither the
commission nor any other passage of Scripture that
we know of makes the least distinction betweca
communing with them in the Lord's Supper, and
doing s0 in other religious exercises, we infer tha
we have no better warrant to refuse fellowship witl.
them in the Lord’s Supper, than we have to fefuse it
in other religious exercises, Indeed we feelinclined
to the conclusion that the warrant to commune with
pious Pedobaptists in cclebrating the Supper is
claarer, if there be a difference, than the warrant
to communo with them in any other religious
exercise.

Mr. D. asks, why this patronage to baptismal error?
It is denied that exercising charity and forbearance
towards erring brethren, amounts {o patronising
their errors: forbearance is not in all cascs,
nor necessar’ly in eny case, patronising the errors
or faults which are forborne. It is certain that
crrorg did exist in the church in the days of the
apostles, and some of them apparently of no very
trivial importance, yet it is certain that in those
very churches where the errors- existed, charity and

forbearance are plainly and positively enjoined, and
divisions prohibited : vhis is as obvious at it is that
baptism should precede the supper,

Mr. D. takes credit to Closa Communionists for
following the strict instruction of Christ ? but whero
arc the instructions which warrant them to exclude,
or refuse, a single individunl who luves him in
sincerity ? They cannot be found in the New Testa-
ment. The oniy instructions referred to by Mr. D,
is the Commission, but in vain do we look to it fora
warrant to exclude or reject a single genuine disciple
from his church, still less a warrant to unchurch
the great majority of his chosen people. It is true,
if Pedol-aptists were necessarily, as such, despisers of
the instructions of Christ in regard to baptism, a
warrant for their rejection would be easily found.

It is truly amazing to find such manifest ignorance
of the principle of Open Communion as that displayed
by iIr. . in the following sentence,  Their mighty
Pedobaptists—in, their preaching &c.—as a general
rule treat the Baptists as an ignorant, fanatical
and contracted sect; and their people with few ex-
ceptions, regard them in the samelight,” Now does
Mr. D. really suppose that we are contending for a
right to admit to our fellowship, a set of men such
a8 he describes 7 If he docs, he is sadly mistaken :
for we are just as close against the admission of such

characters as he could wish us to be; he may depend

upon it we do not like to be held in contempt more
than he, especially by those secking our fellowship.

To such characters seeking our fellowship we should-

reply, “friends, you know you hold us in contempt,
you mind that sermon,—writing, exhortation, in
which you so contemned, maltreated us; we cannot
view you as truc men, clse you would not seek fel-
owship yith us, without at least some acknowledge-
ment.”  In short we defy Mr. D. to beat us in stricte
ness in reference to such characters. We must
however remind him that though Pedobaptists may
be, “as a gencral rule,” yet they are not all of this
stamp ; there are  cxceptions,” even Mr. D. admits
there are *¢ few!” Well be it known to him, or any
one else that happens to be as ill informed as he,
that we Open Communionists contend for a right. to
commune only with those Pedobaptists who form the
“ few exceptions,” no matter how few, (so far as our
argument is concerned, T mean;) if there be only one,
be assured, Mr. D., we contend for communion oNLY
with that one!

as “a generalrule’we shall be troubled with-applicants
*sr &.imission to our fellowship from among the class
that Iiold us in contempt; but from.the few that have
some respect for us, and if they have a little respect

Morcover we do not anticipate -that-

3

for us, and more for God and his Christ, they are -

welcome, until at least we be furnished with a better
warrant for their rejectlon -than we have.

The following is another display which we shonld
vot have expected from Mr. Duncan.

He-says, *“ Wo aretold (by Mr. Ball) that Christian’
character is the test of admission tothe Lord's Supper..

.

N
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Let us again consult the Divine word. In Acts xvi,
27, we have the character of a suicide; in the 27th
verse he is under deep convictions; and in the 33rd
verse he is baptized—that done, he is fit to become a
member of the church of Christ, ahd "entitled to sit
down at the Lord’s table.”

Now does Mr. D. want us to receive this as proof
that Christian character is not necessary as a test of
admission to the Lord's supper? Verily he does,
otherwise the quotation has no meaning: then we
are stricter than he is, in a very important sense,
We would rather have one unimmersed person in a
Church with Christian character, than ten immersed
persons without it. It is n matter of decp regret to
find a REGULAR Baptist minister appealing to the new
Testament for proof of such a dogma, & dogma which
we had hoped was exploded throughout evangelical
Christendom a century ago.

But admitting that Christian character is unneces-
sary as o test of admission to the Lord's Supper.
This passage is surcly badly selected as a proof of
it. Does Mr. D. really believe that the jailor, when
he was baptized and admitted to ‘the Church, was
destitute of Christian character? Then Irepeat, it is
surcly matter of regret that a Reeurar Barrist.
minister should be found so much in the dark as to
what constitutes Christian character. We are ex-
pressly told that the jailor believed, and it is impossi-
ble to read attentively the New Testament without
being.convinced that faith is there held to be the main
ingredicnt in Christian character.

There is only one other matter to which I shall
direct attention in the mean time: it is the question
which he asks his opponent, did God ever reveal a
non-essential command?

Whether Mr. Ball attempted a dircct answer to-the
important question does not appear in the report;
it is therefore uncertain whether he would have
answered in the negative or the affirmative. It is,
however, pretty certain from its connection with the
context that in Mr. D’s opinion the question could be
answered only in thenegutive. It sounds somewhat as
if he had seid, I dare you, Mr. B. to say that ever
God revealed & non-essential command. It would
be uscless to enter into the question whether God
ever gave any command that was not essential; let
it suffice to come at once to the very question at
issue, viz: whether God’s command “ be baptized,”
as underslood by DBaptists, be essential or not; and
however much Mr. D. may be surprised atit, I unhesi-
tatingly answer the question in the negative: it is
nct essential ; and' I could quote not a few good regular
Laptists corroborating my view. In the meantime I
merely refer to the article in the Ch. Mess. imme-
diately following the Report, headed ¢ Sheer Mis-
representation.” -The truth is, all the Baptists with
whom 1 have ever been acquainted, regular or frregu-
tar, would have taken it as the most grievous slander,
or affront, to have it even insinuated-that they
belicved: baplism:to be essentigl to'salvation: Such

*
insinuations they are not at the pains to answer:

they repel them with contempt.

From the article alluded to, we learn that a Dr.
Eliott had dared to say “according to Baptist teach-
ing, one can’t be a Christian till immersed by a
Baptist ;-and he can't get into heaven withont first
being a Christian.”

This is certainly no worse than to say that baptisin
i8 essential cither to Christian character, or to divine
acceptance ; yet the cditor of the Watckman and Re-
| flector is evidently at a loss how to express bis detes-
tation of the calumpy. Almost any Baptist would
repel the statement of Dr. Elliott with disgust; per-
haps the very pastor of the Vittorin Church
would; yethere is Mr. D., an intelligent regular Bap-
tist minister, asking a question from which, standing
where it docs, the following inferences are fairly
deducible,

1. That Mr D. believes God never did reveal a non-
essenlial command.

2. That as the command “ be baptized” is God's,
he (Mr. D.) believes that it is essential, and that too, in
all possible circumstances. And by examining the
context it will be easily perceived that he under-
stands its observance, by fmmersion, to be essential to
the existence of Christian character, and consequent-
ly to salvation.

In closing, I remark, thero is in the discussions
of the advocates of cloge-communioxn, whether writ-
ten or verbal, & striking peculiarity observable. I
general, they in the outset profess great respect and
veneration for many Pedo-baptists, express high
admiration of their Christian character and devoted-
ness; but alasi before they get through, their
confidence dwindles into suspicion, their admiration
of excellence into uncharitable questioning of sin-
cerity ; itis even broadly insinuated that they may bo
viewed as contumacious schismatics, as persons in
fundamental error. So much is this the case that I
have long been convinced that the close-communion
theory cannot be maintained without questioning the
Christian character of Pedo-baytists. And consider-
ing the "right evidence of genuize Christian charac-
ter afforded by thousands of them, that system which
requires its being questioned, may fairly be viewed
as carrying along with it its own refutation. Surely
there must be something radically wrong about the
systeni that requires to question the sincerity of such
men as those in the short list already quoted in

this article.
) . ) A O

For the Gospel Tribune. .
ARGUMENTS FOR OPEN COMMUNION.

BY THE LATE REV. MR. KINGHORN, NORWICH, ENGLAND,

It is pretty generally known by Baptists at least,
that Mr. K. was the great opponent of Hall on terms
of Communion, and wrotc no less than three volu-
minous replies to. Mr. H.; perhaps the most plausible
of any-that-has sppeared.
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It is one striking poculiarity in all defonces of
closc-communion, that Pedobaptists arc held to be
precisely in the same predicamnent as persons re-
fusing to be baptized in apostolic times; hence the
free use of such designations as subverters, rejectors,
despiscrs, &c., of the teaching and example of the Son
of God. (Sce Report of Bloomsburg debate, Ch.
Mess.) If indeed the assumption referred to wero
well grounded ; if Pedobaptists were as inexcusable
as persons refusimg to be immersed in apostolic
times, the epithety might be very applicable, and
consequently the argument for close-communion
would be irrefragible; but let good Mr. Kinghorn be
heard on thiz important point, whose testimony must
be allowed to be free of bias in favour of open com-
munion. It may be remarked that probably the good
man did not see that his admissions were so much
in favour of open communion, for in his general
reasoning he tries hard to make it out that to be un-
immerscd now is precisely the same as it was to be
s0 in apostolic times.

Mr, Ilall had remarked, that ‘“to be unbaptised
now, is, in a moral view, a very distinct thing, and
involves very different consequences from being in
that predicament in the times of the Apostles.” In
reference to this Mr. K. says, * Mr. Hall presents this
to our notice, and offers it as an alternative, that we
may either deny or affirm it, and, doubtless, thinks it
a dilemma from which we cannot escape.” M.
Kinghorn does make his escape, and it deserves
special notice how he does so. He procceds as fol-
lows :— )

*He who admits the permanency of baptism, who
believes that he has been a subject of that riteina
valid form from his infancy, is not in the situation of
those who refused to obey the dictates of inspired men.
We differ from him, we acknowledge ; but the nature
of the difference is very distinct from what it wonld
be if he denied the authority of the Apostles. For
this reason, we (Close Communionists) treat him, not
as a person who designedly opposes the dictates of
the Apostles, but as 3 mistaken good man.” Good!
We (Open Communionists) want nothing better as
far as relates to this point. But if Mr. H., or any
one, should have asked the good man, why then do
you not admit him to the supper? he would have
replied, because the Apostles did not admit the un-
baptised to the supper! forgetting that neither did
the Apostic view them as good men.

Again, Mr. K, in defending himself from the
charge of inconsistency in communing with the un-
baptized in other Christian duties, while he refuses
to do so ¢ the Lord’s table, pleads the cause of Open
Communion to perfec_tion. He says *“The conduct or
the Apostle in attending the temple-worship furnishes
avother casoin ourfavour,” (thatis, in favour of
partial fellowship,) Observe how good Mr. K. con-
ducts the argument, He proceeds thug: “Peter and
John went up to thetemple at the hour of prayer”
(Acts viis 1.) They did--not-forsake the. house -of

prayer, whither they had been babituated to go,.s0
long ns they had the opportunity. The Apostle
Paul many years afterwards wentup to Jerusalem to
worship (Acts xxiv. 11.) '1‘hi§ is his defence for being
found in the temple: and he contended that though,
in the very way which the Jews called heresy, yet
snid he, so worahip I the God of my fathers, the same
God whom they worshipped: thus declaring that,
though he differed * from them, yet since there was oxNE
great point of union, he acceded to their worship AS PAR
AS HE €oULD : and his tuking the vow of theNazarite
upon him, and being found in the temple for the
purposc of fuifilling the commanded rites, part of
which consisted in an offering made by the Jewish
priests according to the law, was & proof that, as far
as he thought them right, he gave them such complete
countenance, that he made use of their ministrations;
and yet we kunow that his sentiments as a christian
would necessarily prevent him from holding com-
plete communion with that people.” Just as our
principles as Bap.tists, prevent us from holding com-
munion with Pedo-baptists, in their baptism of in-
fants. . . '

Now, what was the principle (acuording to Mr. K.) .
on which Paul joined in the devotional exercises off
the Jews? ¢ There was” (he says)* one great point of
union between him and them, and he acceded to their
worship as far a« ke could. But between nsand many .
Pedo-baptists there is union on cvery point but one;
why then should we not unite with them As ran A3
we cAx 7 Had it not been the fetters of his system,
Mr. Kinghorn was as open as Mr. Hall, No doubt
Mr. Halland he are perfectly at oneon the subject long
ago, and weare strongly inclined to think it may safely
be presumedthat Mr.K. is as well convinced as Mr.H.
that it is not the will of the King ¢ heaven that
a mere external rite should separate his disciples
even though it be his own institution. Sacrifice was
his institution, yet he says, I will have mercy and not
sacrifice. So when the two come into competition,
we believe he says I will have love and not baptism,

Z. T.

CONVOCATION OF THE BAPTISTS OF CANADA.

Two of the answers returned to the circular, pro-
posing the convention which is now called to mcet
in Toronto on the 13th of June next,.prove that it is
possible to understand from the circular, that the
convocation is intended to be exclusive in its charac-
ter, a thought so far removed from the minds of
the movers in this matter, that it was deemed quite
unnecessary to make any divect reference to the
gubject. And it is still thought, that a comprehen~
sive viow of the circular must satisfy all that it
aiws.simply at gathering together the scattered frage~
ments of the Baptist denomination, such ag may wish.
to proceed on the old basis, of leaving each minister
and each church, and each.member of every church,.
at perfect liberty to act, not only on the communion:
question, but on every other question precisely 4s to
them may.seem in the most perfect harmony withi the-
Holy: standards of Divine Truth—nothing to be .de-

manded. of any:one,, save.this necessary thing, that.
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none be found guilty of taking a.liberty of any kind,
that shall render questionable the genuinéness of his
personal religion.  This Christian liberty the ¢ Regu-
lar Buptists” will not allow, as they are now enfor-
cing the rule, that none shall be identified with
them, who practice the unrestricted Communion of
Saints at the Lord’s Tuble. But, as nothing could
better set forth the nature of the old basis of the Bup-
tist Denomination in Canada, and the reasons why
it is desired to preserve it intact, than the answer to
the circalar, received from the Rev. John Gilmmour,
of Peterboro’—it is considerced ndvisable to give an
exteact from the document. Jle says, * The organi-
“zation should be simply DBuptist, and that the
“ churches might be open or close, as they themselves
“may sec fit, yet unitc together for any given
“ object carefully avoiding this, that union should
“interfere with the independency of the separate
% churches—for all organizations that interfere with
“the independency of the church, appear to me
“anti-scriptural. That each Church -should man-
% age its own affairs, appears to me clearly trught,
“and therefore any church which allows the usa-
fges or customs of a denomination to interfere, is
“yielding a great principle. I may have no objec-
“'tion to tlie usages &c., but when they are urged
“ authoritatively, then I object to them, on (that
“account, however innocent in themselves; be-
“cause by such action they are placing buman
“authority on the same level with Divine ; that secems
“ to me to be what Paul resents in the matter of cir-
cumcision, Acts1£: i, Rom. 14th and 15th chap-
“ters. But then if we urge open communion upon a
“church, we may just as much offend against this
“law, as in close.

#In christiun fellowship, Iviolateno law of the Lord,
“in sectarian fellowship it scems to me thercis a
“ violation of law ; because Christ has enjoined on his
“followers, the reception of such as in the judgment
tof charity we think he has reccived (Rom. 14:) and
itthen o new Jaw must be framed to meet the case,
« viz., that though all believers were received under
“ Apostolic authority, yet we frame o law that all
“believers shall not be received.” A little further
“on, Mr. G. says, “But then it may be said 1f you
#admit christians deficient of some things, of which
“primitive christians were not—are you not going
“contrary to Apostolic example—by no means.
# hecause I follow the direction of 2 law which they
“enjoined to govern in all cases, where drethren
4 differ, viz., TIE LAW OF FORBEARANCE.

As the scope of the convocation lias now been
stated with nbundant precision all will recognize in
the proposed lines of action, the old landmarks of the
Baptist Denomination, the existence and usages of
which many of its old members are determined to
perpetuate, and now, once morg, invite all'who are
similarly minded to mect them in the Gity of Toronto,
on Wednesday, the 13th of June next, as explained
in the call published last month.

In addition to the extract from answers to the
circilars, which have been already published,—the
following justreceived will furthier indicate the current
of th’s movement:—

&1 received your circular a few days ago, the con-
#t¢ents of it are in my view very important; and I

“am decidedly withyou inthe matter. Certainly thejg

“Regular Baptists are a secession from the Baptist
“Denomination, and though the latter ave no doubt
“in the minority, in the meantime, they onght never-
# theless to maintain their position. Iam persuaded
“ no good can come of giving place to Regular Baplist
“arrogance. Thoogh we should be disposed to give
< way, and fall in with tkem, wo could not heal their

* indernal dissentions, and until these be healed, it is
**vain to anticipate that much can be accomplished,
# You calculate on TwexTY; well, tweaty of the right
“stamp to raise aud keep unfurled the standard
“of christinn liberty, might be able by the blessing
“of God to accomplish much good. I may be
‘ mistaken, but I cannot avoid thinking that there
“‘are not a few who are now nominally with the
* Regular Baptists, who remain with them only till a
“more liberal standard be raised with a fair prospect
% of success.”

The ¢ Twenty,” teferred to in the last quotation,
represents the number of mindstcrs, who are expected
to maintain their old positicn as Baptists simply:
but as the call is addressed to *The ministers and
other representatives of the views of the circalar, it is
expected that many who are not ministers will take
part in the deliberations of the conveation.

For the Gospel ‘I'nbune,
SABBATH DESECRATION BY MINISTERS.
Dear Brotugr,—Should you have nothing ready
from an abler pen on the subject of Sabbath Dese-
cration by ministers, referred to in the Zribune of No.
11, peraaps the following hints may deserve notice:

1. It seems like an insult to common sense to
imagine, that at this period of time, and in civilized
and Protestant lands, any should nced to be cautioned
against the demoralizing dogmas of Popery and Mor-
monism on this subject, involving as it does the
highest and dearest interests of‘man, and associsting
itself with all that tends to invest his chavacter with
2 lovely and moral dignity, so that shame may well
cover the face of him who cannot with all his heart
adopt the sentiments expressed by our iniinortal bard:

s Hatl wedded love, isysterious law, true source

Of buman otlpring, sole proprivty,

In Paradiz¢ of all things common clse !

Ry thee adulterous tust was driven from men

Awong the bestial hends 10 rn ¢ by ttwee

Fauuded in reason loya), just, amd pure,

Nelations dear, and ali the chiaritics

Of tuther, son.and hrothe, first we-ec kaown,”

2. But though marriage occupies such an import-
ant position amongst the arrangements’ of infinite
wisdom and goodness, and so admirably tends to
alleviate the sorrows and augment the happiness of
the Luman fanmily ; and though it is guarded by the
most sacred sanctions in the Scriptures, and is often
adverted to by the Holy Spirit to illustrate truths of
the highest spiritnal import ; and though in all ages
and in all countries, especially the Eastern, it has
been celebrated with attractive rites and usages, yet
neithier in the Qld Testament nor the New is it ever
clevated to the rank of a religious service ; although
certainly on entering into such a relation, nothing
can be more cssentiaily necessary than that every
step should be taken inthe fear.of the Lord ; and
also at the marriage feast the presiding spirit should
be that of pure religion.

3. Should the propositions embiodied in the fore-
zoing remarks prove to be correct, it must be con-
ceded, that, from the nature of its rclationship, its
connection with the drawing together of relations
and friends for social cnjoyment, such as, thoughnot
forbidden in Scripture, are certainly incompatible
with all its injunctions relative to that holy day, and
finally its being on the part of the bride and bride-,
room  civil contract, adapted only for the present
life, and, on the part of the minister,in come respects,
a picte of sccular business; to-which, if we add tho
excitment of preparations, dressing, conversation,
introducing, and taking leave of friends, &c., it must
surely be ascribed to & most calpable want of
thought ot the part of such Drethren ‘as, persist in

this very objectionable practice. Q. Q., PickenixG.



