Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d’autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut

causer de 'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la

marge intérieure.

Commentaires supplémentaires:

L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
possibie de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

\/( Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /

Qualité inégale de l'impression

Includes supplementary materials /

Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these

have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d’'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n’ont pas
été numérisées.

Additional comments / There are some creases in the middle of the pages.



DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

SENATE OF CANADA

IN THE

First Session of the Third Parliament

OF THE

DOMINION OF CANADA.

Ottuwan:
Prured 3y MacLzawn, Roger & Co., TiMEs OrricE, WELLINGTON ST,

1874,



SENATE.

—rou———

ERRATA.

.~ In Hon. ¥r, Ryan's 8peech on the Copyright Question, columin 95, line 35 from

top of column, for the word London, read

m

bm’i’t the five lines following the ninth, exclusive, and including the word ¢ com-
in Mr. Miller's Speech in column 65; and in column 81 reed ¢ these-Gov-

ernment railways (N. S. and N. B.) cost but $38,032,”” instead of 380,052,

DEATH OF HON. MR. LESLIE.

After the Hon.Mr, Ferrierhad addressed
the Senate on Monday in eulogy of Mr.
Leslie, the Hon. Mr. BUREAU said that
he and all men of bis race had especial
reason to regret the departed Senator;

for though of another origin Mr. Leslie.

d always been a friend of the Fremch
* Canddians, and Bad always acted politi-
eslly in such a manner as to secure their
- ¥ights i“x‘xot their rights as French Cana.
digne, but as ians; for Mr. Leslie’s
efforts had-always been directed to the
abolition of distinctions derived merely
from race and_ creed, and to the oreation
of & nationality with the constitutional
system of Government which we now
: o:tri. Mrt—_ g,%slie had never been a re.
olutionist—had never sought to se te
Canada from her allegiance; but mad
endeavoured to secure for her a fair share
of popular control over her own destinies,
In that he had in Lower Canada acted as
Mr. Baldwin had done in Upper Canada,
and eventuslly with the same result. At
4he time when the disputes arising under
the old system of government were ra-
P culmmmn‘g{‘ Mr. Leslio saw, as
‘others saw, the danger of provoking s
. :ment towards separation from Great
i in, To avoid that danger he and Sir
% H. Ia‘ontaine went on board the

- hints conveyed to him from ¢

The following is a fuller report of Hon, Mr., Bureau’s Speech on the death of Hon.
Leslie: : : '

steamer ‘‘Rcyal George’ on the 2nd of
December and proceeded to Quebeo to
urge upon Lord Gosford the propristy of
calling together the representatives of
the peo;;}e. Unhappily his Lordship was
advised by those who took amother vigw
of the situstion, and he declined the
counsel of Messrs, Leslie »nd Lafontaine ;.
and in the succeeding year, acling om
he Governor
of Lower Canads, Lord John Russell over-
threw the constitution of Lower
and established another. form of Govern~
ment in which the Governor was suFremg,
aided only by the Special Council of his
own adoption. Mr. Leslie always oomn-
bated thia and kindred measures—always. -
stroggled until ke bad obtained it, “to.
grocure constitutional government for:
is country; and the Fremch Canadian.
part of the population recognized his:
worth and his merits, and were not -uns-
grateful. His return as n}ember for
Montreal, snd his frequent ‘return for .
Vercheres, whers there was herdly a man
of his own nationality or religion, was &
proof of the affection and confidence -
with which he had inspired them. They
would always regret Mr. Leslie ne an:
honest man and a good patriot, in shorty &
worthy son of Canadian soil. .
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DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

SENATE OF CANADA,

IN THE

FirsT SESSION OF THE THIRD PARLIAMENT OF THE DG..INION OF

CANADA WHICH WAS CALLED TO MERET, FOR THE DESPATCH OF
BusiNess, oN THURSDAY, THE 26TH MarcH, A.D., 1874, IN
TEE 86TH YEAR OF THE REIGN oF HER MAJESTY QUEEN

VICTORIA.

THE SENA1E.

'T'ryrspaY, March 26th, 1874.

The members of the Senate having as.
gembled in the chamber at the hour of
2.20 o’clock, the Senate met, and after
prayer by the Chaplain, the Rev. Mr.
Johnson, the Clerk read the Commission
appointing the Hon. Mr. Christie to the
position of Speaker.

NEW SENATORS.

The SPEAKER took the chair and an»
nounced that Senators were waiting to be
introduced. The Hon. Mr. LeTellier de
St. Just and the Hon. Mr. Wilmot then
escorted the Hon. R. W. Scott to the
Clerk’s table, where the oath was admir
nittered to him. The Hon. Mr, Penny
was then introduced by the Hon. Mr.
LeTellier and the Hon. Mr. Wilson. He
also took the necessary oath, after which
the Speaker left the chair, and the old
members came forward to exchange cons
gratulations with the Spesker and the
new Senators on their sppointments.

After prayers, the House adjourned du-
ring pleasure, end when it was resumed,
His Excellency the Rigbt Honorable Sif
Frederick Temple, Earl of Dufferin, Gover-
nor-General of Canada, and Governor and
Commander-in-Chief in and over tie Island
of Prince lkdward, and Vice-Admirsl of

Canada and Prince Edward, &c., being
seated in the chair on the Throne, :

The Hon. Speaker commanded the Gen-
tleman Usher of the Black Rod to pro-
ceed to the House of Commons and aos
quaint that House—¢ It is His Excellency’s
pleasure they attend him immediately in
this House-"”

Who being come, Hon. Speaker sald: —
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate; Gentle-

men of the House of Commons:

His Excellency the Governor General
does not see fit to declare the causes of
his summoning the present Parliament of
Canada, until the Speaker of the House
of Commons shall have been chosen, ac~
cording to law : but te-morrow at the hour
of three o'clock, in the afternoon, His Kx-
cellency will declare the causes of his
calling this Parliament. :

His Excellency the Governor Genera
was pleased to relire, and the [louse of
C)rmmons withdrew. .

Fripay, March 27th, 1574,

His Kxcellency the GOVERNOR GIN.
ERAL, at three o'clock p.m., thisday,
proceeded in st1ta to the Chamber of the
Senate, and having taken his seat upon
the Throne, His Excellency commanded
tbe attendance of the House of Commons.
The members of that body, preceded by
their Speaker, the Honorable Timothy
Warren Anghn, appeared at the Bar. The
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Honorable T. W. Anglin then informed
His Excellency that the choice of the
House of Commons had fallen upon him
t0 be their Speaker, and he prayed for
the members thereof the customary Par-
liamentary privilegee. )

After which His £xcellency was pleased
to deliver the following

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE:
Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate, Gentlemen of
the House of Commons :

I haye convoked Parliament with the
least possible delay consistent with the
delay entailed by the recent dissolution.

Your attention will be invited during
the present session to measures having
refererce to the representation of the
people in Parliament, embracing the sys.
tein now prevailing in Great Britain and
most other countries enjoying Conatie
tutional Government, of taking votes by

ballot, and to the ‘establishment of a

General Court of Appeal,

Measures will also be submitted to you
for the amendment of the laws relating
to controverted elections, the Militia and
Insolvency. i - .

- The enaciment of 1872 respecting the
Canadisn Pacific Railway, baving failed
to secure the. prosecution of that great
enterprise, you will be called upon to
consider what plan will best and most
speedily provide tte means of trans-con.
tinental commiunication with  British
Columbia. A report of the Chief Engi«
' neer will be laid before you, shewing what
Frogreu was made during the past .year
n the surveys connected with the pro.
posed line, The destruction of the . Rail~
way offices by fire involved a serious loss
of maps, plans and papers, the possession
of which would hsve made the report
more complete. . Co

The Canal and Harbor improvements
are being vigorouely prosecuted with a
view to ensure adequate accommodation
for the rapidly growing trade of the
oountry,

The report of the Chief Engineer of the
Department of Public Works on the pro-
posed canal between the Gulf of St. law-
rence and the Bay of Fundy v:il be sub.
mitted for your consideration,

With the progress already made in the
construction of the Intercolonial Railway,
another year will be required to com.
pleteit. o

A report indicating its actaal condition
will be laid before Parliament, and a mea«
gure will be introduced to vest in the De-
partment of Public Works the powers
now exercised by the Brard of Rajlway
Commissioners.

Speech from

* [SENATE,|
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The question of compensation due to
the Dominion for the privile to the
" United States by the Treaty of Washing~
ton, has givenrise to a renewal of negotia-
tions tending to widen reciprocal trade
relations with that country. At the
instance of my Government, the Imperial
authorities have given directionsto the
British Minister to diecuss the whole
subject with the Adminisiration at Wash-
“ington and have associated with him
for this purpose a Canadian -Commis-
sioner. g

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts of the last finanoial year,
will be laid before you, as well a8 & etate-
ment of the receipts and expenditure of .
the gdroaen& year to the latest practicable

eriod,
P 1 regret to state that the recéipts ot the
current year will not be sufficient to meet
the expenditure, It will therefore be
necessary for you to consider the best
mexns to be adopted for making good the
anticipated deficiency. =~ .

The estimates for the "efishing year will.

be laid before you,  They have been pre.
d with as much regard for economy as
is consistent with the efficiency of the Pub,
lic Service. .
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commeons :

The combined efforts of the Dominion
and Provincial Governments to promote
Immigration have met with a reasonable
measure of success, thus - adding s oon-
siderable number of desirable
from other ocountries to cur industrial
population, .

otwithstanding the commercial depres-
sion which, through exceptional causer,
prevailed to some extent during the pass
year, it is satisfactory to know that the
general prosperity was not theteby serl-
ously afiected, 1 do notdoubt vty that aws
the great natural resourdes of the Domin.
ion become more widely appreciated, the
results will be a healthy us to the
enterprise and energy . of our -people, and
a still larger accession to our numbers,

I trust that your deliberations may be
directed by wisdom and aided by Divine
Providence.

The great bulk of the spectators mow
retired, and the floor having been left to
the members of the Senate, the Speaker,
Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE, took the chair,

After some routine business, -

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER introduced s bill
for the incorporation of a company. He
pext moved, seconded by Hon. Mr, Scott,

the Throne.
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that the House adjourn till Monday, mens
tioning as the reason for this delay in the
consideration of the Speech from the
Throne, the arrangements for the levee in
that Chamber in the evening,

The motion was agreed to, when the
House adjourned till the day in question.

Mownnay, March 30.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
O’clock- ) .

Mr. PANET and Mr. BAILLERGEON,
the most recently appointed members,
were introduced with due formality, and
they took the teths and their seats.

__ NOFICES OF MOTION.

Mr. CAMPBELL gave mnotice of his ine
tention to move for copies of all des«

tches between the Government and the .

ieutenaat-3overnor of Manitoba since
November last, on the subject of the mur.
ders alleged to have been. committed by
American citizens in the Northwest Tern-
tories, and on the subject of the alleged
elhbfishment of trading ports by them
within those territories, .

Also, t0 ask when the present oontract
with the Gulf Port Steamship Company ex-
pires, and whether it is proposed to renew
the existing subsidy to that company.

Whether it is proposed to continue to
gubsidise two lines of steamers on Lakes
Huron and Superior, or to effect a con-
tract with one line only, either from Col.
lingwood or Sarnia.

Hon.Mr. MACDONALLgave notics that on
Thursday nexs he would enquire, Do the
Government intend to grant to the Pros
vince of British Columbia £50,000, or any
less sum in lisu of the interests guaran-
teed for 10 years on £100,000, under clause
12 of the terms of Union, for the purposes
of a dry dock, and if so, on what terms and
conditions 7"’ .

Also, on the same day he will move
“That an humble address be presented to
His Exocellency the Governor General,
praying that he may be pleased to furnish
this House with a copy of the instructions
given to Mr. Edgar, agent or commissioner,
recently sent by the Dominion Govern

m& to the Province of British Colum»

~Also that he will, on Wednesday, the
gﬁl Ot April, move ‘Thatan humble ads
reds be.presented to His Excellency, the
Goveror General, praying that he may be
pleased to oxuse returns to be laid before
-this Houne, showing the number of Engi-
neers, Surveyors, and other persons, speci«
fying their different grades sent from the

[MarcH 30, 1874.]
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eastern portion of the Dominion to British
Columbis in connection with the Pacific
Railway during the year 1873, together
with the cost of transportatiou each way."

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The first order of the day was to take
into consideraticn the address from the
Throne, and the Hon. Mr. Letellier de 5t.
Just, seconded by the Hon., Mr. Scott pro~
posed, that the consideration of the
Speech be now proceeded with,

The Hon. Mr. PENNY in proposing the
address in answer to the Speech from the
Throne, after asking pardon for any de-
ficiencies arising from his inexperience,
proceeded to say that the delay in calling
together the two Houses of Pafliament
arose from circumetances which spoke for
themseives—the accession of a new Mi-
nistry to the places vacated by the resi
nation of their  predecessors. It wouls
perhaps. be natural for him to express
some gratification at the thange that had
occurred, but this was rendered unneces=
sary by the loud and almost unanimous
expression of that opinion §which had
been recently given in response to the ap-
%ul to which all  must defer.

e proceeded to say that the necessity
for the appeal to which that expression of
almost unsnimous judgment was an an.
swaer, fully justified the few weeks of delay
in calling Parliament together, especially
uweaeet&atnom hfad been lost in
preparing the materials of a very impor-
tant and comprehensive legislative pro-
gramme, In the first rank of the measures
10 be brought betore them, he meéntioned
the establishment of a Court of Appeals
and of the Ballot. As to the fitst its ne.
cessity was recognized in the Act of Con-
federation, and had since been ac-
knowledged by repeated promises made
by the late Micistry, that it should be
provided for, That it was still to be con-
stituted notwithstanding these promises,
might be supposed to be taken as a proof
that many practical difficulties stood fp the
way, and perhaps shonld wam ‘th
against expecting a very early or véry
complete arrangement of this very i«
portant tribunal. That such a Court was
essentially necessary for the working of
our present system and the co-ordiitktion
of the powers of the Federal and Provin«
cisl Legislatures was, he though&“o‘bﬁo\:zs,
and he ventured to hope that all patties
would give their best efforts t0.facilitate
the perfection of the project. ~The ballot,
like theCourt of Appeals, had been widely
deln'and‘ed, and once at” least promised.
He believed it should be incorporated into
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our system. And yet, he might say, that
he believed the desire for it was rather im-
ported from another country than 1ndi-
genous o our own, The great object of
the ballot was to. prevent intimidation of
voters by employers or® wealthy patrons.
He thanked God that few of our voters
were subject to such influences, and hence
the protection ot seciesy was here, he
thought, of comparatively little. conse-
quence. When they had the.ballat, he
tusted they would take means to prevent
the special abuses to which that method .of
voting was Jinble.: He would say very little
on the subject of the Militia laws: He was
niot himself of o very belligerent disposi-
tion, and knew almost #s little of those
brilliant decorations which were judged
necessary to make up the ¢/ pomp and ciz-
éumstange of glorious war’ as he did of
the manner of setting-a -equadron in the
field. He would omit all mention of -that
subject, the more readily as he was o be
followed by a gentleman of large expe
rience in the service. Reverting to civil
life, he would exjpiress his hope, that while
some amer.dments were to be proposed in
the Insolvent law, and experience had
shown " that- - some ameundments
were ° réquisite, ' the - maim.sirno.
ture  of  ithe - present - ~etatute,
ahd the great principles which were embo~
dled in if, would be allowed tostand. He
believed that he'might slaimsomeacquam-
tanoé with ‘the- of meroantile men,
and heventired vo say not only that:the
lavt wils ‘very-geietally ‘wpproved.of, but
that the ‘distike of it'#hickvwaa atfirst falt
is i'agidl y diminishing: - At the qume time
he ‘knew ‘that-thére were in . particuler
dlaviséis provisions whieh were:sither fiatly
tinjitst; Ot'elibfalien -t oary dutihe wishes
of the countrydnd the-Legislature. .. .._
“Thiey should; he waa su; eheerfully give
their co:operation to-any judicious- plan for
. carrying forwhrd the Canadian Pacitic Kail-
way. jeoriginal plan, as they all knew,
was an éntire failare—a failure, let him
add, for-financial and not for political
resrons—a failure predictdd from the first
2&‘ the- cbolest and most capable fimanciers.
had-already taken place.should warn
therm against rash engagements, especially
as to time.. - When ‘they remembered the
many yesars which it would . bave taken to
ACCOLD), such-a work as thelntercolonial,
ging ‘slorig a deries of harborsin & long,
if not thickly wettled country, they should
see at once the folly of pledging.their good
faith to any- hard and -fast-dine. &= to the
timeof its completion. - The lste Govern-
ment did bind itself to a given, and in his
jadgtent far too short & period-wboth for

[SENATE.
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beginning and ending—and it failed to
keep ita promise, But it is one ofthe una
derstood rules of public treaties that the

] " to them -- were  only . held
$0- én endeavor - in . ‘good faith_ to
act up to their: -engagements . and
were not bound 10 do what was impossible.
They must act under  that rale... - On the
one hand the act of an authorized Govern-
ment is the act of-a nation, and they were
doubtless bound to-day by the unders
takinge, however rash, of the preceding
Government, - - But, on the other hand,
the failure of the late Administration es-
tablished the propriety of refraining from
additiopal obligations of the kind, which
they could not carry out. Let them ac-
knowledge. their obligations to construct a
great {irans-continentil highway ‘as early
as poesible ; but let them make haate
slowly in order- that each stsp might be
perfect in itself,- and an assured
advarce towards the great design.
He acknowledged that be attached a great
dealmore. impariance to the speedy, im-
provement of our canals and harbors fhan
to the Pacific Railway, for the benefits of
the canal and harbor improvements were
‘;in:ledi;h. and weg aneﬂ‘led e%gncg %3

.Qr tareg ns: of: people, who wou
atonce 1 g‘},‘,ﬁé to uoooun,t%’oz:t_hexr own
prosperity and that.of the Treasury,whereas
the gain from the railway was prospective,
snd was to be secured 1ior people who had
yet to be brought to settie ju the great
waste to the West of ue. He wus sure
that tha House would heartily support the
promptest and most energetic messures
for . thaf, end, .Among. this class of im-
provements he iust . especially notice
tbat which _was injended to . connect the
waterg -of .. the, Gulf: of St. Lawrence,
with those of the Bay of Fundy. Nothing
could.beumyore: conducive to that West
Indian trade and Southern trade to which
ouwr. wierchants. and manufacturers ware
now furniag wheir attention. They should
al) rejoice at the prospect of the opening
ot alarger field for commercial transactions
with our. immediate neighbours. He
suppossd it waa yet too early to indulge in
any exoeptions as to. the success which
might be hoped for ; and they were all
aware of the .obstacles which conflicting
interests cpeate. But it was pleasing to
know that tbe American Executive  bhad
takexn s liberal view of the matter, and had
manifested a cordial desire for the re.
opening of negotiations. He believed that
these .negotiations could not  be in
batter hands than those of their colleague,
M. \mingnd that under: his guidapce
there was listle denger that the treaty, if
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treaty there should be, would be derogas
tory either to the honor or the interests
of this country. He believed this House
would generally re-echo the Governor-
General's expression of regret at the
avowed deficiency in the revenue, for he
- (Mr Penny) thought few of them would be-
lieve it was an advantage to a country that
its taxation should be augmented. This
was not the time to inquire as to the
causes of this condition of things ; but he
was quite satisfied that so far as our oon-
currence Was necessary, they would cheer-
fully conour in any sacrifices which might
be required to maintain the credit of the
country. He knew nothing of the plans
by which our able Finance Minister would
endeavor to redress the balance between
his diture and receipts, ‘But if he
(Mr, Penny)might make one suggestion to
him from that place, it would be to al-
low himself to be guided solely by his own
necessities as the guardian of the public
Treasury and credit, and his obligation to
procure the necessary revenus in the most
eoonomical and least burdensome man«
ner. He trusted that the Finance Mi.
niater will take for his guide the light
of science, not the rigmarole of quack-
ery, and that he would not commit the
absurd blunder of trying to ride two
proviacial horses under whatever name it
might be disguised, that is to say, of seek-
ing to sugment his revenue from daties
on importations, by imposing duties which
must prohibit the. importations from

which the revenue is to be ocollected. And |,

in this oonnection he oould mnot
bat remark with pleasure the justice of
the concluding parsgraph of the the
Speech from the Throne, in which his Ex-
oellency oongratulates them upon the
ty of the oountry, notwithstand.
depression which has prevailed
elsewhere. They knew that that des
pression ' had been the cause in some
jn someé places of intense suffering,
and though he was not disposed to impute
such eftects exclusively to one cause, he
might, perhaps not unfairly, set up our
own prosperity during the trying times
which our neighbours had passed through,
in opposition to those who would invite
s to change our own wholesome fiscal
y for that which had been ooincident
, If it had not produced, the misery to
whloh he had referred. The hon. gepile-
g;l&wod by moving the Address in
Hon. Mr, PANET said that on him had
devolved the position, always a difficult one
to a new member, of seconding the Ads
dress in replyto the Speech from the
2

[Marcen 30, 1874.]
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Throne. . He regretted not having been
endowed with the same elogquence and
brilliant elocution of the hon. gentleman
who had just spoken and who had done so
well; noveg.‘helou he felt:proud of his

ition in having an opportunity as the
f\:‘nior member of the House of Tronsi
::att IH. Mu:: d pnﬁ'i‘h

elogquent ignified speech of his

hon. friend, and after the able manner in
which ha had treated the various questions
mentioned in the Address, he would not
tax their patience by a long sp He
would say that it would be unjust if they
did not accept Lthe reason for not - oalling
Parliament together soconer, from the fast
that the general elections took place at
the usual time of their sssembling. But
they might entertain the hope that in
future they would be called together about
the month of February. If the general
election had caused this delsy, it bad far-
nished them with several subjects for re-
flection, which will be useful in the legis«
lation.  proposed in the = Address,
‘The simultaneousness . of the elec-
tions advised by the Government
have had a useful result, and the law which
was promised in the speech wo‘ﬁl he-
hoped, sanction this principle, as .88
efficacious measures to prevent the oor-
ruption, violenm":;d exoesses which har-
rass the electoral body. It was with a li
satisfaction that he learned in this s

e nent of our roy g
ustries, ore taking -
subject which he proposad :)P submit to

their oonsideration he thought the

should oonﬁntuhb the pro,:nt !
ernment in having suoceeded in re-open-
ing negohiations with the Governmeut of
the United States, to obtain a treaty of
commercial reciprocity, and should they
only secure the provisions of the last treaty
it would be an immense advanings
which would entitle. the Gor
ernment to the oonfidlence of
Senirons flm ! all the polats

ug o i ) the

of thespeech for the ”":”W’
tioned, he would conclude with;s feW xe.
marks upon our militia system. Goptmnd.-
ing as he hud for several years a batBlion o of

.

i
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putting it into practice. The majority of
those who had never had occasion to ac-
quaint themselves of the difficulties of the
situation,found the present law bad, the sys-
tem inelﬁclent, and mith adash of the pen
would wipe the whole thing out. He would
regret, for his part, a determination to en-
tirely set aside the present volunteer mili-

" tia eystem, The present law is & wise one
and its results could not but be happy for
the country, if every one brought toits
exeoution the moral and physical support
which we hal a right to expeot from all
good citisens. In the Province in which
be had the honor t0 represent an
electoral division, the services and
ractical  results of the law
been almost null. Nevertheless, no
body will question the existenoe with us
of all the elements necessary to the orga.
nisation of a force sound in every respect.
To ~what then' must they atiribdte
this deplorable state, although flowing
from wise legislation which they desired
partly to retain. The want of success is
due to two causes which seemed to him to
be the source of the evil. 1f the country
wants & militia law, every one must ocon-~
tribute personally his share to the orga.
nization. - The publio outside of the ranks
had not understood the moral and mes
terial support whioh it is incumbent upon
it to lend to military organization, there-
fore the Govmtudt;t t.t;e d‘yhha}';d to
atruggle aguinst » prejudioe for which it
was not responsible. In the second place
the law should be administered strictly,
impartially, and not as a political engine,
In & word the governing and the governed
should make this their duty. Now, these
two- essential causes had been lacking in
the t organization ; every one did
not their duty, and the law was not
executed striotly and impartially. If the
thing ba necessary he would make it his
daty, later on, to establish ihe oorrect-
nest of his amertions. He had said that
in the Province of Quebec serious and
practical - resuits were almost null; it
would not be right if he did not make
honoradle mention of the Garrison Bat-
teries of the Dominion. He could only per-
lon-u&:puk of B. Battery, whose sehool
is in the Quebeo citadel. He was happy to
acknowledge, in its able commandant, the
eminently practical and soientific quuimes
which would be a assistance to the
ocountry if the sphere in which- he exer-
oised them were not so. restricied. In
Quebec as elsewhere we have weak bat-
talions which owe their existente to pes
cuniary - sacrifices, in- the generality of
cases, 8xosssively onerous upon their offi«
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oers, whose services the country should
recognize. It was to be hoped that by
tae enlargement of the Military Schoole,
every facility should be given for instrac-
tion in that career, whose practical science
cannot be acquired in time of ex-
cept in well constructed schools. More.
over, to guide them, had they not the ex»
ampie of West Point, the American military
training school, whose graduates spread
all over the country, in a few days suc.
ceeded in improvizing an army of a milu
lon and a half of men; commanded by
experienced officers. .He thanked the
House for the kind attention with which
he had been honoured.

‘The Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL said he had
no desire to occupy the time of the
House, nor to take exception to what the
hon. gentlemen who had moved and eec~
onded the adoption: of the reply tothe Ad-
dress had said, and he was quite sure he
would get credit for his sinocerity. The
hon. gentleman who had moved the ad-
drees had taken occasion to deprecate the
mode in which he was about to make the
motion, but there was uo mnecessily for
that, as what was said was full of thought-

fulness and good sense which must eom-

mend the speech to every gentleman who
had heard it. As he had said before, he
did not rise to offer any objection to the
resolution, but to define to what extent
the views set forward ditfered from those
of a considerable party in the House.
8ince the last Parliament a very consider-
able change had taken place in the other
branch of the Legislature, The party to
which he belonged had sustained a gom-
Pplete overthrow, and that would be one of
the remarkable features in the history of
the oountry. He did not allude to the
subject but for the purpose of drawing at.
tention to what would be the dury
of hon, tlemen in the Senate
Chamber. / The very remarkable .express
sion of public opinion at the late elections
put all cavil on one side, and he thonght,
the usefulness ot the Senate would be to
bring about the wishes of the le as
brought forward by the other House,
Although the Senate was independent of
the popu'ar voice, there was no such dis~
tinotion between them end the other
branch of the Legislature as £o justify them
in taking up the exalted position which
the House of Lords sometimes assumed.
Expéri?oe had shown them that they
ought td defer to the opinions of the
plein all matters relating to theirw

and the Ministry who had that experience,
and had public opinion %0 unmistakeably
pronounced in their favour had - » great
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public duty to perform. Their majority
was quite equsl to the whole voteof the
Opposition, and so they were in a position
to give & full and favourable gonsideration
to all matters connected with the leading
questions of the day. For his own part,
and he might say for other hon. gentle-
men who belonged to his party, they
would be anxious to receive with every
consideration of fairness all measures
which the Government might bring fors
ward, (Hear, bear.) They would not
meet with any factious
or arising out of & spirit of warfare. They
would be glad to assist the Government
in perfecting those measures that might
be submitted for the consideration of the
Senate. He did not know what those
~“mensures might be, nor could he gather
much from speech. But from what
had been said on former oocasions, the
party now in powgr had so frequently con-
veyed the impression that if the late Gov-
ernment were swept away, as they now
were, there would be great and sweeping
changes that would almost reconstruct the
whole constitution of the country. Now
as to the measures indicated in the speech
most of them were those brought forward
by the late Government. There was
nothing $o indicate that there was to be
any of those sweeping measures that were
said tobeof cuch great advantage to the
country. The present Government, with
what be might ocall great humility, had
shadowed forth nothing, if he excepted a
very socanty allusion to one matter, but
what had been before the late Governs
ment for the last two or three years. To
him it was somewhat puzling when the
gentlemen who formed the party
now in power were before their
constituencies to know what was to be the
policy of their Government. It was hardly
supposable that they would have been con~
tent with the measures which the late
Administration proposed. The remarks
which fell from the Hon. Minister of Jus-
tios differed very much from what wassaid
lﬁy t:d Prime Wg‘(idgimr inttl::e Far Wehsot’.'
© saj pursue the same poli
Which htn?ie’bun pursued in opposition.
One would have supposed that the present
would have uprooted all that had
boen.done since 1867, for the policy of that
PAry when in. opposition had led them to
OPPoee every Government measure,
The SP; Order ! order! there is
a stranger in the House.
The person alluded to made his exit in
very quick time, and
The Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL continued to
#ay that it was supposable from their pact
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oonduct that every medsure that had been -
introduced by the late iovernment, which
comprised the entire constitution under
which we live, would have been overturned,
and they would takea freshstart. In fact it
seemed that things which were considered
sett) ore to be overturned, but he was:
glad tobelieve that the policy indicated by
the Minister of Jusiice, in the Province of
Quebec, was that which was to be followed..
It then came to this : They found the
party in power readily adopting measures
which the late Government had indicated, -
and which would have been again brought
forward by them. He was glad tosee that
the accession to power had made the pre.
sent Ministry almost Conservative, or at
all events thit they were content to walk
in the footsteps that the Comservatives
had worked out for them during the past
few years ; and he hoped the advantages
which would result to the country, would
be that tke same honorable gentlemen
would be more reasomable in their opposi-
tion if they should sgain come to be in
that position. (Laughter). They would -

“now feel the responeibility of their posia

tion, and he hoped they would never again
loose sight of that, whether in the Opposi-
tion or in the Government. The last-
clause had reference to the immigration
policy which was adopted by the late Gov.
ernment, and he wished to ask the
hon. gentleman opposite what was the
nature of the appointment of the ‘gentle-
man who was spponted Emigration’Agent
in England for Cansda? Was he simply
appointed as the Emigration Agent im
gland representing Canada, or bad he &
right to represent this coumtry almost 4w’
the same way as an ambassador. from -
Po;tlugsllorh Belgium.. He .%ou‘lt i it
would only have been proper if any ap-
pointment of the kind was made NJ :IPQ
Government should first have secured the
sanction of Parliament; and if they : were
to take the gentleman’s own words and
conduct, he was far more'than an. Emigra:
tion Agent to-thiscountry. He (Mr. Camap-
bell) found fault with:the choioe that had
been made, and be thought he was jmstis
fied by the conduct of the gentieman.' It
might ba very right and proper to  have
somebody in England like an " ambessador
at St. James from Canada in the’ same”

| way as there was an ambassador from thd

United States. 1t would be of advantsage
in a social point of view, aud they woild -
then have a representative to w Ca.
padians could appeal, who would be & sort
of warranty that they would be able to get
into official circles, or be able to obtainacs
cess to high officials, In other respects it
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would ba very desirable to have auch a re.
proseatative, for it would be the means ot
maintaming a social relationship with the
Iraperial Government ; but such a repre«
sentative ought to be a man well acquaint.
ed with all the wants of Canada, and whose
knowledge on all matiers would Mﬁ“'
rate. it would be very desirable to have
some ome who would commahd the confi.
denoe of the capitalists of England, and
also the confidence of the Imperial Govern-
ment, and from whom reliable information

oould be had. But such he did not con-

sider the gentleman who was sent to Eng-
land as Emigration Agent or whatever else
he was, for he took it upon himself to
lampoon in & very coarse sort of way the
present Prime Minister of the mother
oountry. He spoke of sir. Disrseli as a
 Penang lawyer,”” and on making enquiry
he jound that the expression meant a
walking stick. This he considered was not
theway in which their representative was
10 secure any advantage to this country.
No do:::‘l‘l:. Jenkins vfns 8 m of cule
ture, be despaired of his being of any
servics to this country. Heoould not

think that the t Govérnment of
hg‘h:lmul much of the person
sen

represent this countryin En d,
He would not detain the House 5‘:::1',
but merely add that he had great pleasure
ia listening to the remarks of the mover
and seoonder of the Address, which he
trusted wouid be oarried. :
Hon. Mr. LETELLIRR DE ST. JUST
said be could not express himself in Enga
lish as well as he ocould deeire, but the
members of the chamber had ever treated
himwith great indulgence, and he ex.
m«dthotmnld be oconimued, (Hear,
.) He must join in the congratuiations
that bad been expressed at the accession
of the Hom, Mr. Penny, a distinguished
member of the Press, to a seat in the
Benste, which was quite as satisfactory as
when the present '
Hown.. Geo. Brewn t0 acospt » seat. He
thought the mere talent and wealth they
could get into that Chamber the more in-
fluence it would bave. He would not fol.

ho

tives when they might have been Demo.
socialists; but if to-day it was
said they were taking up any of the

that the hdt:l Gotvomment. had
brought forward that did not give any rea-
mtg;:’e grounds for saying that they should
have passed over these measures. If
they were good in the hands of the late
Government and tended to the well-be.
ing of the oountry, and of the morality of
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the country, then they oould not be bad
in the hands of the present Government.
Since they got Confederation in 1867, they
had been told §rom the Throne every Pare
liament, that a law for the suppression of
corruption would be passed. That law
had not been passed, but
the present Government were going
to pass such a law, and timply becsuse the
late Government neglected to passit. He
had no desire to quarrel with his friend
opposite. He knew that gentleman could
be very mild when he pleased, and as bit.
ter as gall when he took it into hia head,
(Laughter,) He desired to preserve the

good temper of the House, and deal fairly
with all matters brought forward. He
would leave it to his iriend on. his right
(the Hon. Mr, Scott), to say what he
thought proper in answer to the observas
tions that had been made, and he had no
doudbt that every one would be satisfied
that the Premier had done all in his power
when they heard what Mr. Eoott had to

84y,

%on. Mr. SCOTUI said it was exceeding.
ly gratifying to hear the o!gurvatm of
the Hon, gentleman from. Kingston. Un
the first blush of it be could not but recol-
lect that he had long been in sympathy
with the party to whom he alinded, and
who had very muoh to do with the gentles
men who sat in that chamber. He felt
satisfied, from the kindly remarks that
had been made by his hon. friend, that
all measures which the Government would
lay before the Senate would be fairly con-
sidered—~that the gentlemen onpoeite
would give a kindly aid in the considera.
tion of every bill vo come before them, and
in forming the laws that they all desired
for the good of the country. There could
be no doubt that the Government must
consult what the -people desire, and that
only s0 long as they form laws that are in
the interest of the people so-long will they
be in power. 1t was quite true there was
very little in the Speech with re, to
reciprocity with the United States, but
nothing had been matured on that subject,
and when it came up for consideration he
had no doubt it would, like all other mat.
ters, receive fair play trom theimembers of
the Chamber. There were very few para.
graphs in ths Speech which had not been
ably dealt with by the mover of the Ad.
dress, and as he had been long connected
with a leadiog newspaper in the Dominion
he was familiar with the affairs of the
country. His hon. friend opposite had
referred to the appointment of My, Jens
kins, as Emigration Agent for the Dominon
in London, and while it was in his memory
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he would say a word or two in reply.S Mr.
Jenkins Was appointed simply in the place
of the late Mr. Dixon, when he was herein
this country. He was known to be a man of
great ability, not because he was the au-
thor of ¢ Ginx's Baby,” but as a writer for
several papers and magazines. It spoke
no small things in his favour that the
people of Dundee returned him as their
representative in Parliament when hé was
3,000 miles away from them. With regard
to his appointment to represent the Dow
minion, he was simply nominated as
the Kmigration Agent for Canada,
but after he _had been nominated
as the successor of Mr. Dixon, and he was
returned a3 2 member of the Imperial
Parliament, the Government thought
that there would be no objaction to his

position being considered in a wider'

sense. He was also a contributor to many
papers, and it was thought that his ap-
pointment should be considered in a wider
character than that of a mere Emigration
Agent. The letter of instructions to him
conveyed something more than that he
should act merely as agent, but it did not
in any sense authorize him to act as the
representative of Canada, either in com-
mercial circles or court circles, but in
some such sort as Mr. Childers in Aus-
tralia. He was in no sense recognized as
the medium of communication with the
Minister at the head of Colonia} affairs,
With regard to what he had eaid of Mr.
Disraeli, they could not hinder him the
freedom of speech, nor were they in a po-
sition to control what he might say. He
was a public man, and was particularly
identified with the labour movement in
England. He (Mr. Scott) did not share
any sympathy with bim in lampooning
Mr. Disrseli, but the words complained of
were uttered by Mr. Jenkins as an' inde-
pendent member of the Imperial Parifi«
ment,; and not a8 in any way representing
a, Passing from that, he might say

that the first part of the Address referred
%o the ballot, which might be said to en.
tirely affect the other Chamber. In On.
tario it had been under agitation
for  gome  time, and now
it had been carried by an almost unanimoug
Yote. In England, the House of Lords
buy wed 1t to pass without any alteration,
1t was somewhat paradoxical that the
tr"o?tt’h:n England who had been fighting
= ballot, had gone under by the peo-
ple's vole when tha ballot was brought
into operation. He hoped that would not
be the result on this occasion. (Laughter.)
A legacy had fallen on the shoulders of
the present Government from the hon.
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gentlemen lately in power, in the shape of
the Pacific. Railway, and with regard to
that the Government would bring in a
bill in which their policy was set forth.
They were anxious 1o carry out thear-
rangements with British Columbis, but no
faster than circumstances would permit.
They must not rush into liabilities and
responsibilities that they were not equal
to. A mixed manner of making a com-
mugication with British Columbis by land
and water had been shadowed forth
during the late elections, and that no
doubt could at once be made more use-
ful than attempting the larger scheme
immediately. 1t would only require the
construction of a comparatively small ex.
tent of railway, whereas to reach British
Columbia by the Canadian Pacific would
require the construction of aroad 2,500
miles in lenif;h with no possible facilities
except at three poimts. The really im-
poriant question, to his mind, wonld be
found in the 9th paragraph ofthe Speech,in
reference to reciprocal trade with the
United.States. If they could accowmplish

. that they would hive accomplished enough

for one zession. It! was very important
for the people of this country that reci-
procal trade should be brought about. Is
was quite true that the progress of Canada
had been extraordinary, but there were
circumstances that had brought about
things that were ot expected. It was =
very large question, but they enter-

» tained the belief that the American Gov-

ernment was now prepared to disouss that
question on broad priuciples. The Ame-
rican Government seemed inclined to pay
compensation to Canads in consideration
that the Canadian fisheries wers more
valuable than theirs, They knew that in
their past negotiations with the United
States, Canada had always been the suf-
ferer.” Whatever negotiations might in
future take place must be filtered
thoroughly. Of course they could do no-
thing without the sanction of the Imperial
Government. England had the fixing
of the boundary and the people at
the Colonial Office, either through ignor~
ance of the country, or from some other
cauge, allowed the Amerioans to get the
better of them. Whether in the nbrth or
in the west, wherever there could be any
ibjury done to Canada by a deflection of
the line, that line was bent inwarda. It
was, however, the determination of the
present Government in sny negotiations
with regard to reciprocity to get as good
terms as they could, and to respeot the

expression of opinion %o Wwﬂl by
the people. He hoped the Government
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would submit only such measures as could
be approved of, and he was sure the Sen-
ate would give them a fair and impartial
consideration. (lear, hear)

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD, (Vietoria) said.
1 regret that the speech from the Throne
did not place something definite before us
with regard to the Canada Pacific Railway.
I hoped to have heard that the easy oone
struction of this work had been fully de~
termined upon in the most vigorous and
expeditious manner, but although we
have not been told this, yet I am willing
to believe that the Government will lose
no time in pushing on this great work,
and that their scheme will be a liberal
and comprehensive one, satisfactory to
the country generally, and to British

Answer to

Columbia in particular. Our Province ex--

peots that the railway will be commenoced
this year, and nothing short of & down
right earnest beginning and prosecution
will satisfy us, not a commencement,
merely to keep within the letter of the
lsw. I understand that the plans and
surveys of the Pacific end of the road have
not been destroyed by the late fire, and
that there is no good reasou why the work
should not be commenced without much
delay., While caution is to be wsed, and
while British Columbia does not wish to
oripple thé resources of the country, she
at the' same time expects earnestness and
vigour to be used in carrying out this
work, Although this road is of vital im-
portance to British Columbia, it is none
the less necessary to the progress of the

whole Dominion as the only means of fill--

ing up our waste lands and keeping pace
with other nations. I trust t:aetl.) thge gov.
ernment schems, or railway polioy, will a¢
an early day be laid before Parliament,
being & very important matter, the discus.
sion of which will doubtless occupy conw
siderable time. 1he socner it comes before
us the better.

The ‘Hon. Mr. WARK said he did not
wonder that there should be a desire that
the work of constructing this railway
should’ be entéred upon a3 soon as possi.
ble, but he would not ‘be in a hurry, be-
cause arailway was a thing that oould be
laid down, but it could not be taken up
agein, and-a blunder at the outset would
be one of & permanent character. He
hoped it would not be undertaken prema-
turely, nor uuntil all the features of the
country were fairly Invesiigated, and all
the information obtained that it was desira-
ble to have. It was highly desirable that
the Government should obtain this before
they ocommenced, and as it was desirable
that the session =hould not be prolonged,
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it was doubtful whether that information
could be obtained in time. Buthe trusted
that what had been done would be carried
through, at all events, if not in the
first session. It was not desirable in -this
first session that they should attempt to>
much but whatever they did should be
done thoroughly. Reference had been made
to the measure for taking votes by ballot,
and that measure he looked upon as one
of progress. If the people were to be de.
prived of the right to vote by ballot, it
would be forcing them back to the evils
of the old open voting system. In New
Brunswick and other places the scheme
had obtained the hearty approval of the
people. He would only say in conclusion
with regard to the Pacific Railway that the
late Government had not been very suoce
cessful in the matter. It was unfortunate
that they had undertaken to complete it
£0 early. .

The Hon. Mr. CORNWALL said that the
people of British Celumbia were now and
had been for some months past in great
doubt as to what the policy of the Govern-
ment was with regard to the Pacific Rail~
way.
'%i:e Hou. Mr., READIn‘iﬁ tg:; , tt,he girtst

ra; h in the Speech alla exist-
?:g é‘:m';em depression, but he did not
know where. He supposed it meant
Canada, but if that was what was meant.
he must say that he differed with the lan«
guage used in the paragraph. He thought
it was very unfortunate that such a para-
graph should have been placed in the
Speech, and at a time when we were asking
for a new reciprocity treaty with the United
States, If there had been a commercial
depression in the country, be had failed to
discover it, and to satisfy his mind on
this point, he had referred to statistics,
and, perhaps, as good a test as any with
regard to the country’s prosperity was the
bauk capital of the couniry. The result
of his examination of these statistica wae
as follows: Paid up bank oapital, 30th
November, 1872, $48.767,632; paid up
bank capital, February 28th, 1874, $58,237,-
671; increase since 30th November, 1872,
$9,470,138 ; bank deposits other than the
Government depesits, Novemher 30th,
1872, $52.906,992; 28th February, 1874,
$58,773,719; incresse from 30th Novem,
ber, 1872, to 28th February, 1874, $5,866,-
786 ; bank oapital peid up to 30th June,
1870, $29,801 13; increase in three yosrs
and nine months, $28,435,892; bank oir-

[ culstion, March, 1873, $26,575.223; Feb.

28th, 1874, $28,343,195; increase, §1,767,972.
He objected to the pmmh, end it
should have been made to read something
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like this: ¢ Notwithstanding the qoms«
meroial depression that has ocourred in
other nations, it is satisfactory to know
that the prosperity of the Dominion has
not been seriously aflected.” He thought
those were the words that should have
been put into the mouth of His Excellency.
He had had the pleasure of hearing the
Finance Minister speak, and he heard
him state what seemed most extraordinary:
He said that if the Pacific Railway was
built every man would have to work one
month each year to pay the interest on
the money. Now if that were true there
was no doubt but that the gentlemen from
British Columbia must wait.” But he
hoped the ﬁx:!o rm f:{l distant when
the. people would forego the opportumty
of constrycting that ymglway on their own
land smd at the earliest possible moment.

He had to 8ay to the Government that if’

they would bring down any reasonsbla
scheme for the construction of the road
he would give them every possibie assiat-
anoce in his power. i

The Hon. Mr. WILMOT said thére was
one fact alluded to in the Speech, and
that was to the effect that the income
would not meet the expenses., That was
certainly vague. Either there must have
been some falling off in trade or there
must have been some extraordinary ex-
penditure .to call for that particular
statement in - the S&eeoh. They knew
what had ocourred the neighbouring
Republic. Any such calamity in that coun.
try this Dominion must feel injuriously on
her trade. He thought the paragraph
was right, but the general state of trade
was not at all bad, though there were suf-
ficent grounds to make allusion to it,
With regard to the Pacific Railway, it was
a matterof the mtost intense interest to
British Columabia, and-for the interests’of
the Dominion that within a reasonable
time that road should go on; but hon.
gentlemen knew, and it had been always his
°si_niqn, that it was something almost-mon.
s that they should commence the road
in two years and finish itin ten, It was 4
rosd of aimost, 'ﬁ?oo miles in length, and

the o it they could not ecom-
W was when he heard that

~ ot .had . been brokén through,
"1‘2 ua thought the expression of the '%:).
P ot foaughont the country went to show
14 o are not sorry. He hoped they
L’Wm £ give en ement {0 the
rea bia aif lic faith. v British
Colﬂm"m_ ked in the first instance he was
always willing . With regard to re-
siprocity, he to say a word or two

&8 8 warning t0 his honourable friends,
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They xnew yvery well that the last treaty
was abrogated by the United States, be«
cauge it was their idea " that it
would force this country into
annexation. What was the history of
what oocurred since ? It had the effact of
throwing this oountry on her own re-
sources. ' Beford thit time 2 great deal of
the lumber trade with the Weatern Isles
and Bouth America pamed through the
Dnited States, and the profits'which then
went to New York and Boston came into

‘the pockets of the peoplé of Canada. Bos.

ton was the ready market in which to sell
fish, and, in co ence of a great fish
trade being done with SBouth America and
the West Indies, the profits that before
went to Boston came into the pockets of
our own people after the abrogution of
that t-eaty, becauze the people got veasels
of their own for the purpose of carrying on
the trade difect with those countries.
Hon:. Mr. MILLER observed -that the
hon. geutleman’s reniarks ditd not ‘at all
apply to Nova Sootia. ‘
. Hod. Mr. WILMOT continued to say
that he was speaking of his own Province,
and he was not awars,until now that his
observations would not apply to Nova
Sootia also. He could only say that adis
rect trade was opened up. between the
West Indies, South ‘Amerioa and Canada,
He must have been misinformed - with res
gard to Nova Socotin, and that reminded
him that he could not but express regret
at & vacancy in one seat on the other side,
occasioned by thl:r death of an 8h;:ln. gen&e-
man who was I y enga in the
trade, and it was %-om

el

him he : gained

his information, -In reference -to this
new reciprovity tteaty he trusted that par
ticular caution would be- ;- for
Ameriouns ‘wers partionlarly sharp in
taking sdvantsge in‘the smallest matter,
In his pért of the country they produced
a large quantity of hay, and the Americans
imposed a duty of 20 per cent. on some
hay he had exported because they said it
was & manafactured article. There was
10 more reason 10 call hay a manufactursd
article than to oall “wheat ~ that - was
thrashed from the straw a msnaafactured
article, but he hoped the Government in
making the new z::trwould keep their
eye particularly sharp upon hay. (Laugh-
ter.) He had- the honor of lumq
measures brought in by the late .
ment, and he had the honor to say $hat he
always treated measures on their merits.
With regard to financial measures, thete had
ot ol i oronsutsom ool tmeive
on# of bn bt olve
miltions in the Dominion banks.' Hé bes
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lieved this was a state of things that the
people were well pleased with. They were
in favor of the Dominion banks because
they tended to equalize the currency.
Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER said that he, as
coming from Ontario, and hearing the
statements made by the hon. member
from New Brunswick in reference to the
reciprocity treaty, could say that maiters
were very much the same in Ontario. 1t
was not expected that the Speech from
the Throne should enunciate in very de-
cided terms what the policy of the Gov-
ernment would be. In fact, as had been
well sbid, the purpose of such s speech
was to look at everything and touch nos
thing. It might fairly deal with any of
these great questions which had been can-
vassed and discussed by this country, but
he regreited that the Government failed
to give information on one or two occa-
sions, Hedid not think that the country
was prepared to wait but they expected
that the Government would proceed with
all activity, with maturity and wisdom and
Jjustice, with experience to improve on the
1ast Government. [hey looked to the pre-
sent Government to proceed vigorously,
and to come forward with measures well
matured and of the right sort: Lf they
had any faith in the future of this great
country and in the resources of the vast
Northweat, there could be no doubt that
men of right experience would be able to
build the road and extend the means
of communication to the great fertile belt
that was described as the most fertile part
of this great continent.’ And when they
looked at what the neighbouring Republic
had done and were still doing, there was
no need to fear the result. They had con.
structed railways much inferior to
those through which the Canadian Paoitic
was to pass, But one thing he wished to
say, and that was that he should liké the
Government in construocting that road to
be very cautious, as indeed they ought to
be, as to the principles on which it was to
be constructed. As & Government work
it would be fraught with great danger if
not great evil, and to say the least of it
there would be great difticulties in the
way. The safest course was thal pursued
by the United States in giving a bonus in

land. That was the course pursued by the

country alongside of Canada, and he could
not see why our own oountry could not
sucoeed by following out a pian that had
been successful in another. With regard
10 the action of the Senate Chamber, he
waa sure that it would be willing to assist
the Government in all wise legislation, for
while parties are necessary to the making
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of a free (Government,a partizan spirit
should never be carried to such an extent
a8 to prevent the possibility of success for
any great and good measure. He hoped
that all parties would unite for the accom-
plishment of & great work which was cal«
culated to double and treble the popula-
tion of the country, and develope her re«
sources. 'They should all unite to carry it
through. He would also express a hope
that the Government would try to pro-
mote the manufacturing industries of the
people. While it was not the desire to
establish any monopolies they must take
care of the local trade. They knew
what risks local manufacturers had run,

‘and although it might be said that their

enterprise was for their own profit, still it
ought not to be forgotten that they had
added greatly to the country’s wealth.
Tt was therefore a great national interest
to foster such home manufacture, and he
hoped it would not be forgotten. It had
been stated that a commissioner was to
be sent to the United States, but he
hoped the Government would take care
that there was no erroneous impression
made by sending a commissioner to
Washington for the purpose of obtaining
a reciprocity treaty. Really the abroga.
tion of the treaty, which was so much
feared by many, had led to the happiest
results to this country, and had built up
in every possible way commerce which
would have gone fo the States instead of
to Canada, He hoped the Government
would therefore take care that no im.
pression would go to Washington to show
that Canada was not entirely independent
of them in her commercial relations with
the world. If the States had suffered in
consequence of having abrogated the
treaty that formerly existed, let them
come to us and seek térms by which to
obtain a share of that trade that has en-
riched us. They all knew thut the market
for ! grain and many other produots
of the soil was as high almost as the farm-
ors desired, When wheat was selling at
$1.20 that was high enough, and we were
in no way indebted to the United States
for the prosperity of Canada. He again
expressed ahope that the Government
would not loose sight ot fostering the
home manufacturing industries, " and as
long as the farmers got such prices ag they
were now getting, there would be content-
ment in the country, for the fact was that
farmers were growing rich all over the
country, so that there was no doubt: we
were perfectly independent of the United
States. He hoped the Government would
go on in such a course as yould strengthen
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the confidence in the general government.
They all felt that the administration of
the affairs of this country since the Union
had been a great success, and he said a
people would be ungrateful, or might be
charged with ingratitude, who were afraid
to express their sense of the great public
services that had been rendered the coun~
try by the late administration during many
years past, (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. KKESOR thought that if ad-
ditional revenue must be raised, it was
worthy of consideration whether it would
not be proper to protect the iron trade
of this country by imposing a duty upon
iron. That would lead to the developa
ment of the iron mines of the country,
and as iron is a thing in general and coms
mon use in all trades and manufactures,
it was very important that a stimulus
ghould.be given to the development of the
iron mmes in which this country is ro
rich. After all, the taxes were paid by

. the people who used it, and every one had
an interest in the iron trade because all
were in the habit of using it for one pure
pose or another, If a tax were put upon
iron it would be the means of developing
a source of industry now almost neglected,
which in a few years would add materially
to the wealth of the country.

Hon. Mr. CARROLL desired to say, and
he thought he was stating the conviction
of many people, that a complete investis
gation should take place as to the policy
of the Government, because any policy
not having for its object the commercial
well-being of Canada, could not be ace
ceptable to the people. 1t had been pro-
posed to make a water and railway com-
munication, instead of building the Can-
adian Pacific Road, but the river
was frozen over for seven months
of the year, and the water was so low in
the rivér during the summer months as to
unfit it for navigation. It had been said

- that it would be a saving of thirty mil-
lions of dollars to the Dominion, and it
would be still keeping faith with British
Columbia ; but such & policy would not
satisfy the people, as it would be but a
mixed means of communication, and that
would be one of the greatest absurdi-
ties that could be thoughtof. He hoped
that better councils would prevail, and
while such was not at present the case,
When the policy of the Government was
with own, they would be ready to deal
H it. He did not wish to detain the

Ouse further than to say that he would
8176 80y meagure of a sound character his

";Pl’m' He certainly did not desice to

offer any;o-muy to the Government, but

[MagrcH 30, 1874.]

Address. 29

hehoped they would take his advice and
shape their policy so that they woulddo
all they could to carry out the Pacific
Railway.

Hon. Mr. SUTHERLAND, of Manitobs,
ssid he might just say in reply
to the remarks that had been made re-
garding the statements of the Finance
Minister on the Hustings in reference to
the policy regarding the Pacific
Railway, that if any such policy
were pressed he would be chased away.
{Laughter.] Most people were not aware
of the feeling that existed in his Province
in regard to this matter. British Columbia
was on the seaboard and it was important
for ber to have the railway, but it was
equally if not more important to Manitoba
who had nooutlet to have this railway.
The greatest interest was taken in the
building of the road, and from all sources .
that he could learn, there was great dis-
appointment felt at the policy of the Gov«
ernment. He had no doubt that the pro-
posed means of communication, partly by
land and partly by water, would be very
unsatsfactory, becauze goods would have
to be frequently transhipped and that was
a very serious objection. He did not
think he had any more to say just then,
but he would reserve any further remarks
that be had to make, until he saw what
was the policy of the Government.

The motion as follows was then put:—
+That the following address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor-General,
to offer the respectful thanks of this House
to His Excellency for the gracious speech
which His Kxcellency was pleased to make
to both Houses of Parliament, and it was
unanimously adopted as follows:—

¢“To His Excellency the Right Honorable
8ir Frederick Temple, Earl ot Dafferin,
Viscount and Baron Clandeboye, of Clan-
deboye, in the County Down, in the
Peerage of the United Kingdom, Baron
Dufferin and Clandeboye of Ballyleidy and
Killeleagh in the County Down, in the
Peerage of Ireland, and a Baronet, Knight
of the Most Illustrious Order of St. Pat-
rick and Knight Commander ot the Most
Honorable .Order of the Bath, Governor
General of Canada, and Vice-Admiral ot
the same.

May it Please Your Excellency :

. ¢ We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Senate of Canada, in Parlias
ment assembled, respectfully thank Your
Excellency for your gracious spéech at the
opening of this Session. ) .

¢ We thank Your Excellency for having
convoked Parliament at the earliest mo-
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ment-consistent with the delay entailed by
the recent dissolution. .

‘ We receive with satisfaction the an.
nouncement that our attention will be in-
vited, during the present Session, to meas
sures having reference to the Representa.
tion of the people in Parliament, embrac.
ing the system now prevailing in Great
Britain and in most other countries enjoy«
ing Constitutional Government, of taking
votes by ballot, and to the establishment
of a General Court of Appeal, and that
measures will be submitted to us for the
amendment of the laws relating to Con-
troverted Elections, the Militia and Insol
vency.

#The enactment of 1872, respecting the
Canadian Pacific Railway, having failed to
tecure the prosecution ot that great enter-
prize, we assure Your Excellency that we
shall be ready most earnestly to consider
what plan will best and most speedily pro-
vide the means of trans-continental com.
munication with British Columbia, We
shall receive with pleasure the report of
the Chief Engineer of the Canadian Paci«
fic Railway, showing what progress has
been made during the past year in the
surveys connected with the proposed line,
which Your Excellency is pleased to say,
will be laid before us, though we regret
that the destruction of the railway offices
by fire involved a serious loss of maps,
‘plans and papers, the possession of which
would haye made the report more coms

lete.

P ¢ We are gratified to learn that the Canal
and Harbour Improvements are being
vigorously prosecuted with a view to en~
sure adequate accommodation for the
rapidly growing trade of the country.

# We thank Your Excellency for the
assurance that the Report of the Chief
Engineer of the Department of Public
Works on the proposed canal between the
Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Bay of
Fundy will be submitted for our considers
ation, .

¢« We are pleased to learn that from the
progress already made in the construction
of the Intercolonial Railway, it may be
completed in another year ; that a report
indicating its actual condition will be laid
before Parliament, and that a measure
will be introduced to vest in the Departe
ment of Public Works the power now
exercised by the Board of Railway Com-
missioners.

¢ We rejoice to learn from Your Excel.
lency that the question of compensation
due to the Dominion for the Fishery pri-
vileges conceded to the United States by
the Treaty of Washington has given rise
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to a renewal of negotiations tending to
widen reciprocal trade relations with that
country ; and that at the instance of Your
Exocellency’s Government the Imperial aus
thorities have given directions to the Bris
tish Minister to discuss the whole subject
with the Administration at Washington,
and have.associated with him for this pur.
pose a Canadian Commissioner.

“ We rejoice to learn that the combined
efforts of the Dominion and Provincial
Governments to promote immigration have
met with a reasonable measure of success,
thus adding a considerable number of de«
sirable persons trom other countries to
our industrial population,

st We receive with satisfaction the inti.
mation that notwithstanding the commer-
cial depression which, through exceptional
causes, prevailed to some extent during
the past year, the general prosperily was
not thereby seriously affected ; and rejoice
in being assured of Your E£xcellency's
conviction that as the great natural res
sources of the Dominion become more’
widely appreciated, the results will be a
healthy stimulus to the enterprise and
energy of our people and a still larger ac-
cession to our numbera.

¢ We trust, with your Excellenoy, that
our deliberations may.be directed by wise
dom and aided by Divine Providence.

It was ordered that the said Address be
presented to His Excellency the Governor
General, by such members of this House
as are members of the Privy Counecil.”

Then, on motion of the Hon, Mr. LE-
TELLIER DE ST. JUST, seconded by the
Hon. Mr. 8COTT,

The House adjourned.

Tuespay, March 31.

The SPEAKER took the chair at tnoree
o'clock. . )

Several potitions on various subjects
were presented.

The Hon. Mr. MOMASTER said as there
was no business before the House, and
there was not likely to be any of impor-
tance for several days, he begged to give
notice of motion that when the Houge
adjourned on Wednesday, he would move
that it stand adjourned umtil Thursday,
the 9th of A il At

Hon. Mr. V. 1 LSON asked why they could
not adjourn at once until the day named.
He did not see that there was any peces-
sity for a notice of motion on the subject
of the House decided to adjourn ai -omce
which he thought they ought to do, seeing
there was no business.
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Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE S8T. JUST—1
believe at this early stage of the session,
it would be better to carry out the rules
of the House. He then proceeded to say
that it was their duty to psy some comw
pliment to the memory of the hon. gen-
tlemen who bad occupied seats in the Se-
nate, and whose death had occurred since
the last session of Parliament. He would
therefore move, seconded by the Hon.
Mr. Campbell, that through respect to
the memory of the Hon. Messrs. Leslie,
Locke, Steeves, Blake and Mills, the
House do now adjourn. He would not
dwell on the merits of every one of these
gentlemen; it was enough that they had
been their colleagues, but they must all
feel the loss of Mr. Leslie, who was one of
the most ancient representative men in
the Chamber. However, he would leave
it to other men to make their eulogies.
All he would say at present was to ex-
press his regret at the loss of those gen-
tlemen, and hope that the House would
accept the motion that had been made.

Hon, Mr. FERRIER said that, from hav-
ing had fifty years acjuaintance with the
Hon. Mr, Leslie, who had departed this
life, he was ina position to say a few
words ; and during that {ime he remem~
bered him standin g a8 a merchant in Mon.
treal, of a very high character for upright-
ness and integrity. He was a man of
genial temper and a kind heart, and it was
a source ot great pleasure to him (Mr.
Ferrier) to have ‘had his acquaintance for
50 years. When he was able to visit the
deceéased gentleman, when he was out of
health, and when he was not able to at.
tend to his duty in the Senate Chamber—
and these visits were frequent— he always
found him the same. He paid him & visit
just before he was. taken away, and he
might say that he retained his taculties to
the last, and his cheerful disposition never
forsook him. 'The last few visits showed
him (Mr. Ferrier) that he wus getting to«
wards his end, and when they parted for the
last time, it was with the melancholy feeling
that they should never meet again on this
side of time. To.day Mr. Ferrier felt that
he had lost a friend and the country had
lost an able representative by the death
of the Honorable Mr. Leslie.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU desired to pay his
tributet. 9 memory of the late Hom.
Mr. Leslic He had known that gentle-
man,and had known him in troublous times
when Canadians were sorely beset, and
when they were struggling for their rights,
Mr, Leslie had been indomitable in his
zeal for bringing about a redress of their
wronge, and with others who had taken a
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prominent part in the affairs of 1857, had
brought the issue to a successful terminas
tion. It was due also in a great measure
to him that the Union of the Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada had been effect«
ed, Since December of last year, five
tenators had departed from their midst,
and he thought it just, that out ot respect
to their memory the House sghould ad-
journ. .

Hon. Mr. WILSON said he had known
Mr. Mills for a quarter of a century, and
they were called about tre same time . to
take their seats in the Legislative Council
of Canada, ever since which time they had
heen friends. To the inhabitants ot the
City of Hamilton, Mr. Mills had been very
generous and they all regretted his loss.
Some time ago he granted a piece of
ground for a cemetery, which was of great
aervice to the city, and he erected a
church which cost him $30,000, towards
which he refused all contributions, and, in«
dependent of that, he had made large do-
nations to the church. Politically he had
contributed to the party to which he be-
longed. The last but not the least of his
acts which showed a spirit of self abnega-
tion, he gave half his property to the
church, and to the city of Hamilton he was
strictly devoted during a long life time,
and in it he did a great deal of good. No
doubt at the final reckoning his good and
bad deeds would be weighed 1n the scale
of justice, but there could be no doubt
that the good will prevail and his soul will
be acceptable to his Maker. During his
political career he always voted in a con-
sciencious manner, and there was much
reason to de plore his loss.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said the motion had
come upon him somewhat unexpectedly,
but, as a Nova Scotian, he willingly ais«
charged the melancholy duty on behalf of
himself and colleagues, of bearing their
sincere testimony to the worth and high
character of their lamented friend, the
late Hon. Mr. Locke. It was, indeed, sad
to contemplate the havoc that death had
made in the ranks of the Senate inso
short a time as that which had elapsed
since their last meeting. No less than
tive members of this body had succumbed
to the destroyer in that brief period,
whose loss among ourselves must have
shattered many friendships, snd left
behind many traces of unaffected sorrow.
1t was worthy of remark that every one of
the gentlemen whose death we mourned
was & member of the S8enate as originaily
constituted by the Queen’s Proclamation
calling the Confederation into existence.
Six years had not yet elapsed since the

Members.
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memorable day on which Her Majesty's
representatives met within these walls for
the first time as the Parliament of the Do+
minion —an event that seemed to him
almost as of yesterday—and yet, notwith-
standing the tenure of their office, little
over one half of those summoned to this
body on that occasion now remained to
fill their old places here. Some, it was
true, had accepted office in - other depart-
ments of the public service, but the overe
whelming majority of those who were
absent had passed alike beyond the serw
vices and the rewards of this life, afford~
ing a suggestive illustration of the muta~
bility of human affairs.  He had enjoyed
considerable intercourse with the late Mr.
Leslie during the years that venerable
gentleman attended the sittings of the
House, his seat being beside his own, and
had often felt the charm of bis urbane,
cheerful disposition, and the benefit of his
well-stored mind. He had early become
acquainted with the late Mr. Blake, than
whom, perhaps, there was not a kinder,
higher-toned or more practical common
sense man among his colleagues. His in«
timacy with all the other gentlemen out-
gide his own Province was of the most
friendly and agreeable character, and had
never suffered by the slightest unpleasant
ness of any kind. But his relations tos
wards bis 1ate colleague, Mr. Locke, were
those of an intimaie friend of many years
standing, who knew him well, and had
many opportunities of witnessing in public

‘and private life the many high quali«
ties that adorned his charaeter. A warm
friend, an agreeable companion, & gener-
ous opponent, 4 man of sterling infegrity,
a gentieman in every theughtand impulse,
who was there that knew John Iocke that
did not admire him? He never could
have an enemy. Asa public man, while
moderate in the expression of his views,
he was always unflinching in maintaining
them, so that even in times of the bitters
est controversy, he was as much esteemed
by his opponents, as he was beloved by his
friends. Mr. Locke belonged to a family
that early settled in the County of Shel-
bourne, in the Province of Nova Scotia,
where they acquired much influence. He
was elected by that county to the Legisla-
ture of his native Province when quite a
young man, over twenty years ago. He
continued to represent the same county
until 1867, when called to the Senate by
the Royal Proclamation, having been
goveral times returned by acclama-
fion. During that period he was
twice a member of the Government
of Nova Scotin. He possessed much ine
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fluence in the councils of this country,
enjoying at all times the entire confidence
ot his political associates, and the respect
of all parties. Since 1867, he had been
member of that House, and he felt sure
those whom he now addressed did not
require to be reminded of the genial and
solid qualities by which he had secured
the respect and good will of all with
whom he came in contact. Mr. Locke was
extensively engaged in commerce, and as
a merchant, enjoyed a high and stainless
reputation. He was one of that class
whose enterprize had done much to pros
mote the prosperity of his native Pros
vinoce —a class among whom his own name
was synonymous with everything that was
straitforward and honorable asa merchant,
He had gone fromamong them. This House
had lost one of its most worthy and intela
ligent members—the country one of its
most public spirited and useful citizens,
and he regretted that, called upon with~
out previous notice, his own feelings pre«
vented him from paying a suitable tribute
to his memory. His earthly career had
too soon ended for his country and his
friends, and the grave had closed over one
whose memory, from personal associations,
he could not allude to without emotion.
Hon, Mr. KAULBACH &aid, I would do
injustioce to my feelings, did I not add a
fow words to what has been spoken in
memory of our departed friends. Although
my aoquaintance with most of them has
been comparatively short, yet nothing has
been said in honor of their memory, but
what meets my hearty concurrence. My
hon. friend who has last spoken has done
but justice to the memory of our deceased
friend, Hon. John Locke, whose departure
we all lament. In social and politic:l life
he was well known to me. We sat to-
gether for some years in the Local Legisw
ture of Nova Scotia. Although represent-
ing largely the same interest, we often
took opposite sides on public questions
yot, I can sincerely say, that L ever fouad
him, what many of you here bhave found
him, one of the kindest in advice, and the
gentlest in censure—utnselfish and lineral.
He never seemed to speak in public or
social life simply for display or effect. but
from the flow of his spirits, the vigor of his
imagination, and the stores of his memory,
he ever was the champion of his social and
political friends, without ever a word of
tulsome insincerity. fe relished a joke
or a trail of humour in social intercourse,
always bringing freshness with - him,
Death came t0 him in the full tide of life,
The ship came to anchor suddenly under
full sail in mid stream. Moxt of us well
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knew the sweet frankness of his disposi-
tion and the playfulness of his bright and
afry spirit. He will long be remembered
by honorable members with the kindest

‘Yoelings; and by those of us who knew him .

ést, he will ever be named by that soft
nd aftectionate word ¢ dear” Locke.
‘- Hon. Mr. AIKINS fully endorsed all
‘that had been said by previous speakers
of all the deceased honourable gentlemen.
They were men of sterling character and
strong convictions. He knew Mr. Blake
" better than he did any of the others, ani
he could say that a mors upright and con—
‘scientious man than Mr. Blake he never
met. He did not think when he shook
‘hands with him lastthat it would indeed
be the last time. He had no doubt that
his death was in_accordance with his life,
He lived' well, and there could be no
doubt that he died well.

Hon. Mr. Mo”LELLAN said it was a
melancholy duty to pay this muk of re-
spect to our lamented colleague. The
late Hon. Mr. Steaves belonged to a re-
spectable family whoee ancestors were
among the first perminent residents of

" the district to which he (Mr. McC.) be-
longed.” He formerly represented that
district in the Assembly and Legislative
Council—held a department in the Gov-
‘etiment of New Brumswick—took part
in the delegations and deliberations which
led t0 Confederation, and he displayed in
all these positions considerable ability and
energy of character. He must be remem-
bered 88 having evinced a lively interest
in all public questions, and as materially
helping to work out results of great mo-
ment to Canada. The cares of his exten-
sive business and his failing health have
of late prevented his taking a very active
part in politics ; but his loss will be felt
and deplored..

With reference to the other gentlemen,

> 80 properly alluded to, he (Mr. McC.)
agreed with all that had fallen from the

' other speakers, and especially did he de-~
ploré the decease of Messrs. Blake and
Locke, with both of whom he had become
ntimately acqueinted.

After some observations to the same ef-
fect from Mr, WARK, the motion was put
for adjournment, and it being carried, the
House rose, - i

WEDNESDAY, April lst.

‘'the SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o’'clock, when petitions on various sub-
egocts were presented,

- Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL rose to move the:

4
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following motion, of which he bad given
notice :—

¢¢ That an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the Governer General,
praying that His Excellency will be pleased
to cause to be laid before the House copies
of all despatches between the Govern—
ment and the Lieutenant-Governor of Man-
itoba, and the Police Magistrate of that
Province, on the subject of the murders
alleged to have been committed by Amer-
ican citizens in the Northwest Territories,
and on the subject of the alleged estab
blishment of trading posts by them within
those Territories.” He said he had been
induced to ask for these papers beocause
he had heard that some Americans had,
followed by some Indians, committed
some frightful murders near Cypress Hills,
on the Canadian side of the
line, and the United States Government
were anxious that proceedings be taken
on this side of the line for the extyadition
of the offenders. Some . Americans had
established armed trading  posts in
which were rifles, on our side of the line,
and were carrying on illegal trading with
the indians, selling them liquor and fire-
arms. There were four or tive such posts.
The circumstance was brought before the
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba by the
late Government, and he was anxious to
know whether any steps had been taken
to prevent these murders and to.reduce
the trading posts, . He hoped to obtain
that information from the correspondence
between the Government and the Lieu«
tenant-Governor of Manitoba and the
police magistrate. He therefore begged
to move the resolution of which he had
given notice, seconded by Mr. Allan.

Hon., Mr. SCOTT said the Northwest had
been in a very lawless condition for some
time, and the subject had been under the
consideration of the Government. He
beliéved that some difficulties had arisen
out of the sale of intoxicating liquors by
the Americans to the Indians, and the
United States Government were doing all
in their power to canfiscate all liquors on
their side of the line. We have the same
power of confiscation. A very consider-
able force was required to keep down this
lawlessness, and the Government was now
in the act of increasing the force that is at
present in Manitoba, and he hoped that
order would soon be restored. . .

The motion was then put and carried.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, in accordance
with previous notice, asked when the
present contract with the Gnif Port Steam-
ship Company expires, and . whether it is
proposed to renew the existivg subsidy

His Excellency.
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1o that Company? He said the contract
with the Gulf Ports SteamshipCompany was
made some time ago, and at a time when
there were no steamers running between
the Gulf Ports and Quebec. Since the
line bad been opened it had been a very
successful line of steamers, and the Com-
pany had very good vessels, which carried
great numbers of passengers and goods,
and kept up intercourse with this part of
the country and the Lower Provinces. But
other lines of steamers have been estab-
lished, and one or two more were about
"to be established, or were in contempla-
tion ; so that, at all events, there would
be three next season. Now the service
which the subsidized vessels render is
simply that of carrying the mails,and when
the subsidy was given to the Gulf Ports
Company it was substantially to give en.
couragement to the line, but he thought
the time had arrived when the subsidy
might be reasonably dispensed with, and
he whought it well to call the attention of
the Government to the subject. There
was also another matter in relation to two
lines of steamers on Lake Superior and
lake Huron, A line had been established
from Collingwood, and afterwards another
from Sarnia. Both these companies were
subsidized, and though it was somewhat
illogical and unreasonable that it should
be 50, the late Government were obliged to
yield when the second company put in a
claim for a subeidy, though they had been
building up the Company at Collingwood
However, in granting these subsidies, he
endeavomet_i to make engagements with
the companies that the subsidies would
only be of a temporary character, in the
hope of making the arrangement some-.
what business-like, and he hoped the pre-
sent Government would be able to make
satisfactory arrangements, and that it
would not be thought necessary to subsi-
dizq the two companies but select one or
other, he did not care which, when the
existing contract expires.

Hon. Mr. LKTELLIER DE ST. JUST
said as to the Gulf Ports Company, when
the contract shall expire it was intended
torenew it, but with far less subsidy than
was originally granted, and as to the
other two companies it was intended to
x l'.tor tnxiden fr‘;)mh them, and if both

very low, and their servi i
both would be retained. o Carod

Hon. Mr. MoMASTER was of opinion
that the services of both companies should
be retained, as they were a great publio
oonvenience to the people in the West.

Hon. Mr. WARK knew what the eftect
of the subsidy to the Gult Ports steamers
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was, H@ knew that people who lived at
the smaller ports suffered great inconve-
nience in consequence of thesteamers oall«
ing only at the principal ports and negs
lecting the small ports. The trade used
to be done by schooners, and they could
be got at a moderate rate of freighly for
freights seldom went up to 50 cents, but
50 soon as the steamers were subsidized,
they charged what they pleased, and their
rate was 60 cents. The effect of the steamn
ers being subsidized was to drive the
schooners out of the trade, and as the
steamers did not call at the smaller ports
great inconveuience was felt. He thought
that when steamers were subsidized there
ought to bea tariff fixed. He had got freight
down for 30 cents and 40 cents, but now
the steamers were charging 50 cents. He
thought that there should be some limit
set to the charges, if a subsidy was to be
granted to this company. .

Hon. Mr. BENSON was acquainted with
the trade of both lines, and he hoped
every consideration would be given toboth
when the subject came before the Govern-
ment. .

Hon. Mr. MoMASTER said that he was

aware there were quite a number of hol:-
days during the next ten days, and they
were not likely to have any business of con-
sequence before them forsome.time,so that
it appeared to him that the public busi-
ness would not suifer if they were to
bave an adjournment for two weeks ; but
as his motion was for an adjournment for
eight days, he had to move ‘That when
the House adjourns this day, Wednesday,
it do stand adjourned to Thursday evening
the 9th inst, at half past seven o'clock.”
" A lengthened discussion took place as
to whether the adjournment should be for
a fortnight or for a less period even than
that proposed by the Hon Mr. McMas.
ter's motion ; and in the end it was re«
solved that the House do adjourn unmtil
Wednesday evening the 8th instant, at 8
o'clock, it Leing intimated that it was the
intention of the Commons to adjourn until
Tuesday the Tth instant.

The House then adjourned.

Orrawa, April 8, 1874,

The SPEAKER took the chair a 8 0'clock
p.m., when petitions in favor of a Pros
hibitory Liquor Law were presented by the
Honorable Messrs. Skead, Leonard, Mo-
Donald (Toronto), McClelan (EHopewell),
and Alexander. -

A message arrived from the Commons,
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and the Speaker having received the mes.

sage at the Bar, returned to his chair.
Hon. Mr. SCOT[ gaid he had the honor

to present an address from His Excellency

the Governor General, signed by himself,

which read as follows :

« Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :

« T raceived with great satisfaction the
assurance oonveyed in your address of
your readiness to consider the various imw
portant measures which will oome before
you- ¢ DUFFERIN,”

Hon. Mr. READ gave notice that on Fri«
day next, he will move that Mr. Speaker
be desired to prohibit the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors in the Senate restaurant.

Mr. MACDONALD (Victoria), gave
notice that on Monday, 13th April, he will
wmove that an humble address be presimt«
ed to His Exocellency the Governor Gen-
eral, for copies of all instructions giren to
any engineers or other persons to ex.
amine into the practicability of amixed land
and water transcontinental communication
with British Columbia, and for copies of
any reports received from such engineers
or other persons, and for copies of any
other reports or papers cn the subject ; of
the feasability of using the water of the
Saskatchewsn river for navigation pur-

during a porticn ef the year.

Hon. Mr. PENNY gave notice that he
will move for cop’es of all communications
sddressed to the Minister of Customs,
within three years, complaining of the con-
duct of the lute Collector of Customs at
Montreal, sad in case such complaints
were made of any correspondence relating
thereto, and any reports indicating the
result of any inquiry made by order of the
Minister of Customs into the truth there«

_ of .—For Friday.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER gave notice
that on Monday next he would move that
an humble address be presented to His
Exoellenoy declaring that it is the opinion
of this branch of the Legislature that it
would be desirable in the interests of this
country, if the treaty existing between

t Britian and the United States for
the mutual extradition of fugitive crimi-
Dals conld be extended to embrace fugi
tive dettors who have absconded from one

country to the other, owing sums over

and above $2 000.
Hon. Mr, SCOTT presented the report
of the Minister of Agriculture for 1873.
The SPEARKER announced that the
message from the Commons was to ask for
a committee of both Houses on the subject
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of Printing. He also ‘presented a return
from the Bank of Nov/a Sootis.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved, seconded by
Hon. Mr. Bureau, *,hat the House do now
adjourn, and the "motion was carried,

"The SPEAKE'R then declared the Housa
adjourned untiy Thursday at 3 o'clock.,

Trugspay, April 9,

The BPEAKER took the ohair at 3
o'clo'sk, when a large number of petitions
in 7avour of a prohibitary liquor law
wésre presented, some of which had as
Tasny as 5,700 signatures appended ; and
His Honor, the Speaker, submitted a liay
of the stock<tolders ot the Bank of St.
John.

Petitions were also presented in favor
of the amendment of the tariff so as to
provide for the protection of the manufac-
suring interest, and upon other subjeots,

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD gave notice that
he will on Monday next move that an
humble address be presented to His Ex«
cellency the QGovernor-General, praying
that His Excellency will be pleased to
cause to be laid before this House a return
showing the amount expended upon the
South East pier of the Intercolonial Rail-
way bridge over the Tantamae river, specis
fying whether or not tenders were advers
tised for the work, and if not, whether
any public notice was given to invite com-
petion for such repairs as were contem-
plated, stating the nature and necessity of
such repairs and under whose superinten-
dence the work was done,

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD, (Victoria), in
accordance with previous notice asked :—
Do the Government intend to grant to the
Province of British Columbia £50,000, or
any less sum, in lieu of the jnterest guar.
ranteed for ten years on £100,000, under
clause 12 of the terms of the Union, for
the purpose of a Dry Dock, and if 80, on
what terms and conditions ? He said :
At some future time I will enter into the
history of the matter, but before asking
the question I would remark that the
Local Legislature of British Columbia have
passed an aot by which they propose to
tako from the Dominion Government—
£50,000 in lien of the guarantee iu clause
12 of the terms of Confederation—and we
have seen supposed copies of telegrams
and portions of correspondence which
passed between members of the Dominion
Government and the Local Government,
which partake more of & private than an
official character, Now the actusl value of
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this guarantee is over £28,000, and itap.
peared strange to a large number of peo-
ple that our Province should receive £22,.
000 more than it was entitled to, without
giving some equivalent, and now we would
like to have some informatioa on the sub-
ject of an official character.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT in reply, said it was
the intention of the Government to sub-
mit a proposition for consideration to cor:-
mute the whole.

Hon, Mr. MILLER remarked that if
British Columbia were satisfied with the
£50,000 he supposed the extra £22,000
would not be torced upon that Province.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (Victoria), had
given notice of the following motion :—

¢That an humble Address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor.General,
praying that His Excellency may be
pleased to furnish this House with a copy
. of the instructions given to Mr. Edgar,
Agent or Commissioner, recently sent by
Dominion Government to the Province of
British Columbia.”” The motion, however,
was postponed.

Hon, SCOTT in the absence of the Hon.
Mr. Lettellier De St. Just, who, he regret.
ted, was in ill health, moved, seconded by
the Hon, Mr. Bureau, that the Standing
Committees of the present session be apn
})ointed, and composed respectively as fol-
oWs ;=

BANKING, COMMERCE AND RAILWAYS.

The Hon. Messieurs—Alexander, Ben-
gon, Bureau, Campbell, Chapais, Chinic,
Ferguson,Ferrier, Foster, Hamilton,[King~
ston], Howlan, Kaulbach, Kenny, (Sir Ed«
ward,) McClelan [Hopewell], McDonald,
[Toronto], McMaster,Macdonald [ Victoria]
Macpherson, Malhiot, Robertson, Ryan,
Soott, Simpson, Skead, Sutherland, Vidal,
Wark, Wilmot, Wilson, Price.

LIBRARY.

The Hcn, Messieurs—Allan, Baillargeon,
Bellerose, Bowrinot, Brown, Chaffers, Cha«
pais, Cormier, Cornwall, Ferguson, Girard,
Haythorne, Hazen, Holmes, Lacoste, Mac-
" farlane, Leonard, Malhiot, Miller, Mont-
gomery, Odell, Reesor, Scott, Trudel, Wil~
mot, Price.

CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS.

The Hou. Messieurs—Aikins, Armand,
Botsford, Campbell, Carrall, Dickey, Dick~
son, Dumouchel, Girard, Hamilton [Inkers
man], Leonard, Leteilier de St. Just, Mcs
Clelan [Hopewell], McDonald [Toronto],
Macfarlane, Macpherson, Miller, Panet,
Read, Ryan, Scott, Seymour, Shaw, Wilson,
Skead,
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PRINTING.

The Hon. Messieurs—Aikens, Brows,
Bureau, Carrall, Cochrane, Dumouchel,
Ferrier, Haythorne, Kaulbach, Muirhead,
Penny, Reesor, Soott, Simpson and Glaw
sier.

PRIVATE BILLS,

»

I'he Hon. Messieurs - Al Archibald,
Armand, Bellerose, Botsford, Bourinbt,
Cornwall, Dever, Dickson, Ferrier, Flint,
Girard, Guevremont. Haviland, Baythorne,
Hazen, Letellier de St. Just, Macfarlane,
Miller, Northup, Odell, Panet, Perry,Scott,
Trudel, Vidal, Aikins.

The motions for the appointment of the
regpective Committees, as above, were
aGopted. i .

Hon, Mr. MACDONALD (Victoria) had
given notice of the - following motion :—
¢That an humble Address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General,
praying that His Excellency will cause to
be laid belore this House, returns shewing
the number of engineers, surveyors, and
other persom, specifying thewr different
grades, sent from the eastern portion of
the Dominion to British Columbis in con~
nection with the Yacitic Railway during
the year 1873, together with the cost of
transportation each way.”” He said :=~In
moving for these returys, as to the.ocost of
surveyors from this part of the Dominion
to British Columbia, my object is not so
much to get the returns, as to. bring to
the notice of the Government the fact
that last year many of the aubordinates
in the surveying corps were sen{ from this
part of the Dominion, while persons.  able
to fill their places could have been found
in British Columbia. This being the case,
it will be seen that the country was put to
unnecessary expense, and at the same
time many in our Province deprived of
employment. I therefore beg to call the
particular attention of the Government,_to
this matter to avoid further mis 8y
as [ believe in a few days surveying pars
ties will again be leaving for the west,
and as a matter of economy, those jn our
Province who ave qualified, ought to be.
employed. I would call the attention of
the Government to another matter, asto
the advisability of establishing a perma~
ment railway office in our Province where
the labor and field notes of the summer
could be worked up without having to be
sent back to Uttawa. ‘

Hon, Mr. SCOLT could not be answers .
able for the proceedings of the late Govs
ernment in sending parties to British Cols
umbia, but all we could say was that the
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present Government would be governed
by a sense of what was right in the inter.
eats of the people, and in a fair represen-
tation of all paris of the Dominion.

Moved by Hon. Mr. SCOTT, seconded
by Hon. Mr, Bureau, That the Committee
appointed to superintend the printing of
this House, during the present session of
Parliament, be instructed to act on behalf
of this House with the Committee of the
House of Commons, as a joint committee
of both Houses on the subject of printing,
as desired by the House of Commons in
their measage of Wednesday, the 8th in.
stant, . '

The Speaker said he had the honour to
submit the following resolution from the
House of Commons:—¢‘ That a message be
sent to the Senate informing their honors
that this House has appointed the Hon,

Routine

Messieurs. McKenzie, Abbott, Cartwright, thirty, and it was now thought advisable

Cameron, (Cardwell), Cauchon, Dorion,
Holton, Right Hon. Sir Jobn A. Macdon-
ald, Hon. Mesars. Smith, (Westmoreland,)
Tupper, and Mesars, Baby, Brouse, De-
lorme, Frechette, Kirkpatrick, Laflamme,
Mills and Young to assist Mr, Speaker in
the direction of the Library of Parliament,
so far as the interests of this House are
concerned; and {o act as members of a
joint committee of both Houses on the
Library. ;

Moved by the Hon, Mr. SCOTT, second-
ed by the Hon. Mr, Bureau, that the
Library Qommx{tpe a8 already constituted
be appoinied committee to assist his
Honor the §, er in the direction of the
Library, -and to act on behalf of this
House a8 members of a joint committee of
both Houses on the Library as desired by
the House of Commons in their message
received this day. '

These motions were adopted. and it was
then resolved on the motion of the Hon.
Mr. Scott, seceonded by the Hon. Mr.
Bureau that the foregoing resolutions be
communicated to the House of Commons
by one of the Masters in Chancery.

_ The House then adjourned on the mo-
tion of the Hon. Mr. Scott, seconded by
the Hon. Mr. Bureau.

Famay, April 10.
The i
O’cloqk,sPEA]i_ER took the chair at 3
, '{he House sat with closed doors until 4
0clock, ' When the public business com-
menced, a large number of petitions were
presented. most of which were in .favour
of a probibitory fiquor law, some for acts
of incorporation, and others for the amend-
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ment of the tariff and the establishment
of a permanent tariff to protect Canadian
manufactures. These were presented by
the Honourable Messrs. Skead, McMaster,
Alexander, Penny, Scott, and the Speaker.
The reading of sundry petitions waa after-
wards proceeded with; after which
Hon Mr. SIMPSON submitted the fol«
lowing report :— .
¢ Committee Room, 10th of April,
1874, The Joint  Committee of
both Houseson the Printing of Parlia.
ment, beg leave to submit the following
a8 their first report :—The Committee beg
to recommend that their quorum be re«
duced to nine members, all of which is
respectfully submitted ” He mightstate,
on presenting this report, that the Coms
mittee originally consisted of twenty mem-
bers, but they had reached the number of

Business.

that the quorum be nine, He be-
lived that it would be for the convenience
of both Houses that this should be adopt-
ed now. They meet again for business on
Monday, and he thought they ought to
adopt the recommendation of the Com-
mittee that the quorum be nine. He
therefore moved that the report be adopt-
ed ; seconded by Mr, Aikins.

The SPEAKER then put the question
a8 follows :—*¢ That the Joint Committee
of both Houses of Parliament on printing,
be reduced to nine members asa quorum.”

The motion was adopted. * °

Hon. Mr. Simpson then moved that the
report as presented, be now adopted, and
on being seconded, 1t was agreed to nem.
Ccon.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE, who spoke in
French, wanted to have all reports read in
French as well as in English, as it was not
convenient to all the members that the
reporis and recommendations of Com~
mitiees should be read in English only.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE STI. JUST
said that no doubt the Chief Clerk would
read any document in French as well as in
English when it was applied for in the
French language. If, howeyer, it were
found to be any inconvenience for the Chief
Clerk to do so, it would be the duty of the
Senate to provide other means for the
translation. '

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said that for the
future he would endeavor to arrange that
the reports be made in duplicate, and
that all inconvenience would be avoided.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU complained that
the reports were not received as early as
they should be, and he considered that it
was a matter of importanoce that allre-
ports should be delivered in good time.
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Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said he hoped that
by the concurrence of other honorable
gentlemen what was desired could be
eflected, and for the future there should
b eno such grounds for complaint.

Hon. Mr. WILSON thought it might
be a great inconvenience for Mr. Les
moine to have to translate everything
that might require tianslation. if he
could not accomplish what was required
from him in this respect, it would be well
to name some person for that duty.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
Will Mr. Lemoine give the French
iranslation of the report ?

Mr. Lemoine then read the report in
French.,

The motion was then put as moved by
Hon. Mr. SIMPSUN, seconded by the
Hon. Mr. Aikins, «That the first report
of the Committee on Printing be now
adopted,” and it was carried unanimously.

Hon. Mr, 8COTT submitted a statement
of all bonded securities registered with the
Secretary of State,

Hon. Mr, WILMOT gave notice that on
Monday the 13th April he will enquire
whether any correspondence has taken
place between the Government of Canada
and the Imperial Government, relative to
the disallowance of the Act for the exam=
ination ot witnesses on oath before Coms
mittees of Parliament, and if not, whether
the Governmenf intend to take any action
in this matter ?

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN gave notice that
on Monday the 13th April, he will ask if
it is the intention of the Executive Govern-
ment to submit during the present ses.
sion, a measure for cnforcing prepayment
of postage on all letters ?

Hon. Mr, ODELL gave notice that on
Monday the 13th April, he will move for
an humble address to His Excellency the
Governor-General, praying that His Ex-
cellency will be pleased to cause to be laid
before this House, a return showing the
date of sailing of each of the Allan steam
packet ships under contract for carrying
the English mails on their westward voy-
ages from Liy l, Great Britain, and
the date of their arrival at Halifax, Que~
beo, and Portland, Maine, during the year
1873, specifying also the time occupied by
such ships in each voysge.

Hon. Mr. READ had given notice that
he would move that Mr Spegker be de-
gired to prohibit the sale of intoxicating
liquors in the Senate Restaurant, but the
moticn was postponed until Monday,

Hon, Mr. PENNY, in accordance with
previous notice, rose to move:—
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4 That an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General, -
praying that His Excellency will cause to
be laid before this House, copies of all
communications addressed to the Minister
of Customs within three years complsining
of the conduct of the late Collector of
Customs at Montreal, and in case such
complaints were made of any correspond-
ence relating thereto: and of reports in.
dicating the result of any enquiry made by
order of the Minister of Customs into the
truth thereof ; also of all petitions and
correspondence relating to the pension
which had been granted to the late Col-
lector of the Port of Montreal.” He said
he made this motion for papers, because
it was a matter of public notoriety that
complaints had been made against the late
Collector. It was proper for him to say
at the outset that these did not directly af .
fect the integrity of the administration of
the customs law as between the Governs
ment and the importers; but if what was
said of the Collector was true, there was
no doubt that there was great demoral:-
zation in the oftice under his care, He
did cot desire that they should now ente
into the character of the charges that had
been made, but he wanted to call the at-
tention of the Government to the man-
ner in which the charges had been treated,
He understood that there had been some
kind of an inquiry, but he did not know
what thé nature of it was, though he
thought it was of importance that it
should be made known, because the
charges were of a grave riature. * * As
the case now stood, there seemed to be
one of two alternatives open to explain ;
the conduct of the Customs Department.
Either it had consented to retain under
the nose, as it were of the Collector, &
subordinate officer who had grossly libelled
him, and lied about him. Or it had shown
no interest in ascertaining whether the
most important officer in the country in
respect to the oollection of the revenue
had been guilty of acts which must place
him wholly in the power of those whom he
ought to control. Either alternative was
most disastrous to the public service.

The motion was ocarried, and it was or«
dered that such members of the House as
are members of the Piivy Council do wait
on His Excellency with said address.

_ Hon. Mr. HOWLAN gave notice that on
Monday next he will move an address to
His Excellency the Governor-General for
a copy of the advertisement for the winw
ter steamer to Prince Edward’s Island, as
woll as a copy of all tenders received for
said service.

Bustness.
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On the motion of Hon. Mr. Lettllier De
8t. Just, seconded by Hon. Mr. Scott, the
House adjowuned until Monday at three
o’clock.

Moxwpay, April 13.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock, but for an hour and a half the
business was conducted with closed doors.
When the representatives of the press
were admitted, the Speaker submitted a
list ot the stockholders of the Bank of
Montreal, as well as petitions in favor of a
Prohibitory Liquor Law, and petitions for

.the amendment of the tarfl so a8 to pro.
tect the manutacturing intercsts of Canw
ada. Several hon. members also present-
ed petitions of a similar character, and for
aots of incorporation, and amendments of
actsof incorporation.

After the reading of petitions, the first
reports of the Committees on oontingent
accounts, on the Parliamentary Library,
on Standing Orders, and on Commerce
and Banking, were submitted, which sim-
ply. amounted to the recommendation
that the quorum of each should be re-
duced to nine members,

The following notices of motion were
then given :

Hon. Mr. READ gave notice thai he
will enquire of the Government on Wed~
nesday next, if it is the intention t{o ex-
tend the system of postal deliveries, and
if so to what extent ?

Hon. Mr. GIRARD gave notice of his
intention on Wedneaday to ask have the
plans for the erection of a bridge over the
Red River, in Manitoba, in continuation
of the Dawsun route, been submitted to
the Government, and does the Govern-
ment intend to begin the building of such
bridge at an early date ?

Hon, Mr. WARK gave notice that on
Wednesday he will ask is it the intention
of the Government to bring in during the
present session a bill to authorize the
same increase to the salaries of the judges
of the Bupreme Court of the Province of
New Brunswick, as were made to the
salaries of judges in other Provinces of
;l;e? Dominion by the 36th Vietoria, Chap.

Hon, Mr, HOWLAN gave notice that on
ednesday noxt an humble address e
Presented to His Excellency the Governor-
éneral, praying that His Excellency will
Cause to be laid before this House a copy
of all appointments to and dismissals
from oftice in Prince Edward Island, as
well as a copy of all petitions and other
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papers connected therewith, since the 1st
day of July last.

Bon. Mr. GIRARD gave notice of an
enquiry, which he will make on Thursday
next, does the Government intend to take
the necessary steps to ascertain the pos-
sibility of rendering the river Assiniboine
navigable by leading inté it the waters of
Lske Manitoba by means of a canal be-
tween the two at the place where they are
nearest to each other ?

Hon. Mr. MACDUNALD (Victoria) had
given notice ¢ That an humble address
be presented to His Excellency the Gov
ernor-General, for copies of all instruc-
tions given to any engineer or other per-
son to examine into the practicability of

Business.

. 4 mixed land and water trans-continental

communication with British Columbia, and
for copies of any reports received from
such engineer or other person, and for
oopies of any other reports or papers on
the subject of the feasibility of using the
waters of the Saskatchewan River for nav-
igation purposes during a portion of the
year,”’” but he requested that the motion
be allowed to stand until the 24ti inst.
The motion was postponed acoordingly.

It was then moved by the Hon, Mr.
ALEXANDER “ That an humble Address
be presented to His Excellency the Gov~
ernor General, declaring it as the opinion of
this branchof the Legislature that it would
be desirable in the interests of this coun=
try, if the Treaty existing between Great
Britain and the United States for the
mutual extradition of fugitive criminals
could be extended to embrace fugitive
debtors who have absconded from one
country to the other, owing sums over and
above two thousand dollars.”” He desired
to elicit the opinion of the House whether
it would not be advantageous to extend
this provision of the Extradition Treaty,
to embrace also a certain class of ¢ fugitive
debtors.”” As the Treaty now stands, it
only provides for the surrender of fugitive
criminals. A party to be extradited must
be chargeable with one of the crimes en-
umerated in the Treaty. Whereas, cases
are from time to t'me occurring, of debt-
ors, who are not chargeable with any
crime, absconding from one country to the
other owing oonsiderable amounts, per-
haps from $10,000 to $30,000, suddenly
and unexpectedly crossing the lines, and
if they are not chargeable with any breach
of the Criminal Laws, under the present
state of the Extradition Treaty, it has been
found almost impossible to recover any=-
thing from them, And it wil
be admitted  that the  very
fact of the law 'affording no power
to bring back such a debtor, is a gtrong
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incentive to fraud; when men become
somewhat embarrassed, it affords such a
facility of evading the payment of just
debts. It will, no doubt, be argued, that
by obtaining a judgment in the courts of
the Dominion, you can collect elsewhere.
But men of legal experience 'know how
much more difficult, in fact, how impossi-
ble it is to collect upon a judgment in a
foreign country. Andif it really can be
shewn and is generally felt, that the ex-
clusion of the provision, now proposed has
the tendency of encouraging small and
large debtors when they become em«
barrassed, to think of leaving the Domin-
ion, it would surely be wise, s0 to amend
the treaty in this particular, It may, per-
haps, be argued, what can be gained by
bringing back a debtor so fraudulently diss
posed ? Why, nader the pressure which
might be brought to bear under require-
ment of bail, an equitable settlement of
the debt would in most cases be obtained,
while the debtor would not be driven to
another country. He (the mover) could
not but feel that, upon ditterent grounds ;
it was in the interest of both countries,
that the treaty should be thus extended,
and if no weighty objections could be
advanced, he ventured to hope that those
views would meet with the concurrence
of this branch of the Legislature, and also
of the Government, and that they would
seo fit to solicit the Imperial Government
to accomplish the object desired.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY seconded the mow
tion, and when it was put,

Hon. Mr. MILLER did not think that
the adoption of the motion would be fol-
lowed by apy practical result, and it
would, therefore, in his opinion, be injudi~
cious to assent to it. (Hear, hear.) - The
law of extradition, as found’ed on treaty,
had only had a very recent application in
England, the treaties with the United
States and France in 1842 and 1843 being
the first ever negotiated by that country,
and, with the exception of some arrange-
ment of the same kind with Chiuna, they
continued to stand alone until 1862, when
a similar treaty was negotiated with Den-
mark, In Great Britain, however, within
the last few years, the subject of extradi.
tion had received greater attention than
had ever before been given to it, Since
1862, treaties of this nature had been en-
tered into by England with the chief
European powers. The subject must,
therefore, have received careful considera-
tion in all its aspects from the Imperial
statesmen during that period; but he
was not aware of any case in which the
policy of extending those treaties to civil
liabilities had ever.heen mooted or dis~
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cussed. (Heat, hear.) Certainly, in none
of the numerous treaties of extradition
entered into with foreign States, had debt
or civil causes of any kind been included.
The right of a State to demand extradi-
tion for any cause, from another sovereign,
State, in the absence of treaty obligations,
was a point on which the best writers on
the subject differed. It is true that vattel,
among other high authorities, asserted
that right far beyond criminal offences ag
one of international obligation, and oconw
tended that evenin cases of ordinary trans-
gressions, which are only the subjects of
prosecution, either with the view to the
recovery of damages or the infliction of
a slight civil punishment, the subjects of
two neighboring States are reciprocally
obliged to appear before the magistrate of
the place where they areaccused of having
failed in their duty. In those European
countries where the law of extradition had
always had & much wider scope, as well as
amuch earlier application, than in Great
Britain, that doctrine may have been ass
sented to, but it had never been accepted
oracted on by the British authorities, In
the latter country, there had always been
exhibited a remarkable caution and sensi«
tiveness in infringing on sany pretext
whatever of a civil or political character,
or the right of asylum, and even in the
highest criminal offences, extradition as a
general rule  had only been
granted, under treaty arrange—
ments. It was also now a settled law in
the United States that a fugitive criminal
could only be given under express legisla-
tive enactments, Those countries most
distinguished for their political freedom
had always been the most cautious in in.
terfering with the privileges of those liv.
ing under the protection of their laws. 1t
was only under despotic Governments that
minor crimes, civil liabilities and political
offences had formed the subjects of ex-
tradition. (Hear, hear,) In Kngland and
the United States the question had never
been entertained, except in relation to
persons charged with crimes contrary to the
laws and safety ofall nations.in the numer-
ous treaties entered into by both coun-
tries with foreign powers,and especially by
England within the last twelve years, this
policy had been rigidly adhered to, as
much so by one country as the other. He
did not mean to say that some offences
had not been omitted that might have
been provided for with benefit to both
nations, No doubt in countries bordering

on each other like Canada and
the  United  States, greater faci-
lities and a more comprehentive

category of offences should exist in regard

.
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%o extradition than in countries separated
by great natural barriers, rendering inters
communication difficult. Some offences
might reasonably form the subject of ex-
tradition in the one oase, that could not
properly do so in the other, but debt or
civil liabilities of any kind could not be go
included. The duty of extradition was a
surrender, in some degree, of the terri-
torial righta of a Sovereign State, and was
only submitted to in the interests of hu-
manity and good government. Those
interests demand that crime should not
escape punishment, and that the criminal
Fherever found should bé delivered up to
justice. The principle of English juris.
prudence was that the administration of
criminal law was absolutely local-—that
crime must be tried by the law of the
place at which it was committed. There
were, perhaps, one or two exceptions to
the general rule, such as crime committed
on board of ships. This principle was
founded on reason and justice, as the
criminal should only be made amenable
to the laws he was charged with having
violated. Hence the necessity of extra.
dition for crime. But it could not be said
that the interests of humanity, or the wel-
fare of nations, required the application
of the same rule to civil liabilities. . Both
England and the United States oflered the
protection of their laws to every man un-
tainted with crime that choose to live
under them, and neither, he was sure,
would consent to any interference with
that protection on grounds of a civil or
political character. An unfortunate debtor
seeking a home in either country would
Bus if it were
poeeible to extend the law of extradition
to debtors, he (Mr, Miller) contended that
it would be inexpedient and unnecessary
todoso. The civil process of our own
Courts easily secured the property
of an absconding debtor within their juris.
diction, and the courts ot the United
States were open to a creditor wherever
the absconder could be found. This was
the great distinction between civil and
criminal cases, (Hear, hear.) Extradi~
tion would be a much more tedious and
expensive process than the remedy the
%‘L“m ot both countries already afforded.
hoon, be (Mr. Miller) would like to know

OW the extradition of debtors was to be
effected?  Would the same steps be ne~
cessary that were now followed in procur-
ing the surrender of fugitive criminals ?
At present a private individual could make
no claim for extradition against any one;
the demand must be made by the Govern.
ment of either country, and, béfore suc-
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cessful, receive the sanction of that
of the other. Could any other course be
adopted in civil cases ?  Would the hon.
member, then, make the Government of
Canada or the United States an agent or
attorpey for the collection of the clai

of private individuals against absent or
absconding debtors? It was too sbsurd to
suppose that the civil process of either
country would be allowed to run into the
territory of its neighbor, If the proposi-
tion of the hon. gentleman became law it
would be attended with endless vexation
and difficulties, but of that he had not the
slightest appreheneion. He considered #
his duty, however, tomake these remarks,
lest through inadvertence the motion
might receive the assent of the House.
He thought his hon. friend had better
have leave to withdraw his motion. (Hear,
hear.)

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he had ses
conded his friend’s motion for the purpose
of having it discussed, but at the same
time he thought 1t right that he should
guard himself from any sympathy with
the object of the motion. He could not
look at it in any other light than as a mo~
tion for chapging the international law,
and as such he thought it was unneces-
sary, because you could follow a man any-
where for debt. It was quite true that
there were difficulties in the way, but the
same difficulties would always present
themselves, no matter how far the Extra~
dition Law was extended. For instanoe,
if a man claimed that an absconding
debtor owed him a certain sum, he would
have to establish his claim in a United
States court befoie he could ask for the
exercise of any extradition law in his
favor. Now, as an illustration, in Nova
Scotia they did not allow aun arrest for
debt unless it could be shown that the
man Wwas going to leave the
country ; if, therefore, the man left
Nova Scotia and went to the United
States, and he was followed there and
brought back he would be imprisoned for
what he could not have been imprisoned
for if he had remained at home. He
(Hon. Mr. Dickey) could fancy that was
gsuch a treaty in existence it would
do no If a person committed a
political offence he could not be followed
into another country, because any other
country baving regard to her independence
and self-respect would not submit to such
interference. Suppo-e there wasa Fenian
raid, or an exXpression of Southern syms
pathy on the part of any number of pers
gons and a demand should be made that
they were to be brought back into the
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country to which they were hostile, it would
be i ible to expect that such a thing
could be done. It could not'be supposed
that such an anomaly could bs submitted
to. . He therefore hoped that his hon,
friend would not embarrass the Govern-
ment by pressing such a motion as the one
he had brought torward, and that he would
not ask the Senate Chamber to decide on
such a matter, because he must feel that
the overwhelming sense of the House was
8 t him. .

Boa. Mr.SCOTT felt quite gure that his
hon friend would not press his motion,
because even if it were carried, it must
smount to nothing. If a man left this
country owing any sum, and leaving any
smount of property behind, the creditor
couid go into the adjuining ocountry and
bring his claim. No doubt he was undera
disadvantage by baving to go to a foreign
oountry, but still he had the same facilis

ties for the recovery of his money as he’

would have even if the motion of the hon.
gentleman was passed. Under all the cirs
cumstances, he hoped that the motion
would be withdrawn,

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER, aft>r explain-
ing that it was i1n Do spirit to embarrass
the Government that he brought thi:
matter forward, but merely from the fact
that a pereon charged with an embezzle-
ment even to a small amount, could be
exiradited, he thought that the law of ex
tradition should be extended so as to in-
olude what was often & far more ctriminal
act againat society than the embezzlement
of a amall sum of money. He agreed to
withdraw his motion. . o

Hon. Mr. ODELL, in the abasence of the
Hon. Mr. Botsford, who had given notice:
«That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General,
praying that His kixcellency will be pleas.
ed to cause to be laid before this House
a return shewing the amount expended
upon the south east pier of the TIntercos
lonial Railway bridge over the Tantamar
River, specifying whether or not tenders
were advertized for the work, and if not,
whether any public notice was given to
invite competition for such repairs as were
contemplated, stating the nature and ne.
ocessity of such repairs and under whose
superintendence the work was done,’”
asked that the motion be postponed, and
. the request was oomglied with.

Hon. Mr. WILMOQT, in acoordence with
previous -notice, asked whether any
correspondence hes taken place bes
tween the Government of Canada and the
Imperial Government relative to the dis-
allowanoce of the Act for the examination
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of witnesses on oath before Committees of
Parliament, and if not, whether the Gov-
ernment intend to take any action in this
matter ? .

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
8aid in reply, that some correspondence
dii take place with the late Government,
but he was not prepared to say what
action the present Government would take
in the matter.

Hon. Mr. MecCLELLAN (Hopewell)%ask-
ed—Is it the 1ntention of the Executive
Government to submit during the present
session & measure for enforcing pre-pay«
ment of postage on all letters.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST JUST
replied that the Government had the
question under consideration. It was a
subj:ct that deserved great study, and
thac was being bestowed upon it,

Hon. Mr. UDELL muved that an huma
ble Address be presented to His Excel«
lency the Governor-General, praying that
His Excellency will be pleased to cause
to be laid before this House a re.
turn shewing the date of sailing of
each of the Allan steam packet
ships, under contract for carrying
the English mails, on their western voy~
ages to and from Liverpool, Great Biitain,
and the dates ot their arrival at that port
and Halifax, Quebec, and Portland, Maine
during the year 1873, specitying also the
time occupied by such ships in each voy«
age.

The motion was seconded by the Hon.
Mr. RYAN, snd it was ordered on its
adoption, that the address be presented
by members of the Privy Council to' His
Excellency.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN moved that an
bumble address be presented to His Ex«
cellency the Governor-General praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House a copy of the advertise~
ment for the Winter steamer to Prinoce
Kdward Island, as well as a copy of all ten.
ders for said service.

The same order was made in this case,
buf.kthe question was postponed for a
week. ’

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER introduced g
bill against the adulteration of food, drink
and drugs, and moved the second reading -
for Monday next.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL moved the Buspension
of the 28th rule of the Senate, in order to
the formation of a joint committee with a
Committee of the House of Commons, and
after some discussion the motion was
agreed to,

. Ilhe House then adjourned on the mo-
tion of Hon. Mr. Letellier de 8¢, Just.
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Tumspay, April 14,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock, when a number of petitions: were
presented by several honorable members
in favor of a Prohibitory Liquor Law, and
for the incorporation of several com-
panies.

The following reports of committees
were tben presented :

"Phe Committee on Standing Orders and
Private Bills reported as follows :

¢ The Committee on Sianding Orders
and Private B lls have the honor to pre-
sent the following as their second report :
—Your Committee have examined the
following petitions and find that sufficient
notice has been given in each case, Viz. :
Of the British American Assurance Com-
pany, praying for the passing of un Act
authorizing the Company to make invest~
ments in the stock of the incorporated
monied institutions of Canada and in Dox
minion, Provincial, Municipal and Foreign
securities as well as on bond and mortgage
of real property, aud to make deposits of
the same in other countries when neces-
sary, to enable the company to do buei-
ness, Of George A. Dartnell and others,
of the City of Toronto, in the Province of
Ontario, prsying for an Act of incorporas
tion as the London and Canada Bank. Of
the Grand Trumk Railway Compapy of
Canada, prayiog for power to consolidate
all their pre-preference capital ranking
before the first preference shares,
and to convert the 8amMe
into one perpetual debenture stock; also
to raise further capital for improvigg and
extending the company’s business, and to
establish among the employees of the
company & supersnnuation fund and &
system of insurance against accidents
and death, with power to manage the
same. Ot the Great Western Railway
Company, praying for the passing of an

st authorising the construction of a
branch railway from some point on the
line of the said railway at or nesr the
town of Clifton to a point at or near the
village of Allensborough in the County of
Welland, and the extension thereof to
some point on the Canada air line branch
of the said Great Western Railway, and
for other purposes. Of the Hon. Charles
Wilson and others of the city of Montreal,
praying for ap Act of incorporation as Le
Creait Foncier Rogyal. Of Wm. A,
Thompson and others, prayicg for an Act
of incorporation as the Niagara Grand
Islsnd Company; snd of the Confeders-
tion Life Association, praying for the
amendment of their Act of incorporation
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g0 as to provide for the holding of the
general annual meeting at a different
period of the year, and to alter the pro«
vitions contained in the 18th and 19th
secticns thereof and for other purposes.’”

Hon. Mr. DICKSON, seconded by the
Hon. Mr. Skead, moved that the report of
the Committee on ttanding Orders and
Private Bills be now adopted,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU made a motion to
the effect that a Bill to be entitled the
Credit Foncier du Bas Canada, for an
amendment to their Act of incorporation
be read a second time on Monday next.

The SPEAKER announced that it was
now the time for the presenting further re.
ports of Committees, when the follaw.
ing report was read :—

CommrrTee Roox,
14th April 1874.

The Joint Committee of both Houses on
the Printing of Parliament, beg leave to
submit the following as their Second Re.
port:—

Resolved—That as by the tenth report
of the Committee of 213t May last, it was
recommended to issue advertisement for
tenders for the printing services of Parlia-
ment, and which recommendation was con.-
curred in by both Houses, such tenders to
be sent in to the Clerk of the Committee,
not later than the first day of
the next session of  Parliament
to be submitted to the committee at the
first meeting thereof ; but as no commit-
tees were appointed tiuring that session
held in October last, and the tenders re-
mained unopened in the clerk’s hands, it
is now considered expedient to return
such tenders unopened to the parties who
handed in, and to issue advertisements for
new tenders for the printing, binding and
printing -paper required for the printing
service of Parlisment ; such tenders to be
separately for each service, sent in not
later than the I1th day of May next, the
tenders for printing, binding and paper,
to be each separate and distinct.

Hon. Mr, SIMPSON in moving the
adoption of the report ¢f the two Houses
on printing, said that according to the
rules, it was usual for the report to lay on
the table for & few days. But he thought
it should be adopted now for the reasons
that at the time the tanders were sent in,
and for presenting them, they had no com-
mittees, and therefore it was thought bet
ter to return the tenders to the tenderers.
The tenders had not been opened, and
they requested that new tendera might be
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gent in by the eleventh of May. 1t was
hoped that they would have a short sess
sion, and every Senator desired that he
should go home as soon as possible. And
it was also hoped that the Government
would forward business with all facility.
He asked that the report now submitted
be adopted, and that they might have
tenders issued at once. He might say that
the report was very long, and although it
had not been read in French it was pre.
sented in both English and French. He
wished the report especially to be adopted
vow 80 a8 to give those who intended to
tender, the full advantage of the limited
time at their disposal.

Routine

Ris motion  was seconded by
the Hon. Mr. Penny and with that
hon. gentleman as his seconder he

begged to move that the Report of the
Jomnt Committee on Printing be now
adopted.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE ‘begged of the
hon. gentleman who had just sat down, Lo
explain to the House who were those who
had tendered for printing.

Hon. Mr. MILL.ER could not see in
what way the tenders could be returned
to the persons who hud sent them in, it
their names were not known.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON did not know the
names of the parties ten®ering, but he
believed there were fictitious
nameg attached, by which tha tenders
could be returned. The impression of
the Committee was to throw the matter
open to competition.

tHon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said it was a very important thing that
this rbport should be adopted, as now
greaented. He did not see that there
ad been any complaints made with re-
gard to these tenders that were recom-
mended to be returned. And it shewed
there was little cause of complaint, or at
least that no complaints had been made
with regard to the tenders, or they would
have heard of it through the press. There
oould be no doubt that those who tender.
ed, and who had their tenders returned
would be in the same position as those
who now tendered anew.

Hon. Mr. CARROLL, as a member of
the Printing Comanittee, had sought for
all information. He was one of those
who said he protested against the tenders
being sent back, because he considered it
a8 & breach of faith. He said they should
do it as quickly as possible 50 as to give to
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all intending Cenders the benefit of the
short time that was at their disposal.

Eon,Mr. BELLEROSE doubted whether
the majority of the House would agree
with the majority of the Committee.

The Hon. Mr. BUREAU in reference to
this report spoke with regard to the ofti-
cial report of the Senate, and the best
means of avoiding difficulties, which he
thought might be obtained by the appoint-
ment of a permanent committee to super-
intend the publication of the debates.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE S8T. JUST
found certsin inaccuracies in reports pub-
lished ; but he did think that his hon.
friend could not do better than allow the
matter to stand as it was. The whole of
his answer to a question asked was not
given. Thewords ‘that the Government
intended to take some action’’ were not
given. But it might be more wanting to
his facility in wusing the English
language than any want of the reporters
construing what he intended for the pub.
lic. The reports would be judged on thoir
merits, and he had no doubt satisfactory
arrangements would be obtained.

A question arose with regard to whether
an official report should be under the
supervision ot the Printing Committee or
the Committee on Contingent Accounts,
and it was Jeft there, some scarcely audi-
ble strictures being made with regard to
reporta appearing in newspapers before
they were presented to the House, which
might very properly be considered a pub-
lication that would be well construed into
a breach of privilege.

A fow expressions from several mem-
bers, in which it was said that the Speaker
would take care of the privileges of the

_House, ended the debate.

Hon. Mr. DEVER gave notice for Mon«
day 20th April, that he will ask whether it
is the intention of the Government during
the present session of Parliament, to intro-
duce any bill or measure for the regula-
tion of a common rate of interest on all
monetary and mercantile transactions
within the Dominion of Canada?

It was then moved by Hon, Mr, SKEAD,
seconded by the Hon. Mr. Foster, That
when this House adjourns to«morrow, that
it stands adjourned until Monday next at
eight o'clock.

The Motion was accepted as a notice of
motion for Wednesday.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that they had
been promised by the Government that it
would be a short session, and if they ad-
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journed to the twentieth of April, they
woyld literally have done nothing, and
now they had already been twenty-four
days in session without having done any-
thing as yet.

" Hon. Mr. RY AN gave notice for Wed-
nesday, the 27th April, that he will ask
whether an Act to amend the Act respect-
ing copyright reserved for Her Majesty’s
approval on the 14th June, 1372, has been
a8 yot assented to by Ber Majesty ?'

Hon, Mr. McDONALD (Victoria) in pro-
posing the motion of which he had given
notice as follows :

¢ That an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General,
praying that His Excellency may be
pleased to furnish this House witha copy
of the instructions given to Mr. Edgar,
Agent or Commissioner recently sent by
the Dominion Government to the Province
of British Columbia,’” said : .

The day on which I gave notice of this
motion, it appears that a motion some-
thing similar, or at least bhearing on the
same subject was made in the other
branch of the Legislature. And as this
might look like unduly-pressing this mat-
ter, I beg to aseure the honorable gentle-
men there was no sucheintention, and that
there was no understanding betwen my-
self and the mover in the other House, I
hope that the Government will now see fit
to comply with the motion, and have the
instructions given to Mr. Edgar,” placed
before us. That Mr. Edgar has been sent
on some mission to our Province, I know,
for I had the pleasure of calling on him,
and whether he has gone to report on
things generally, or to negotiate with our
Local Government for a modification of
the terms of Union, or to enquire into
our recent constitutional-political die-
turbances. the results will, I think, be
beneficial in placing desirable information
before the Government for its guidance.
In the first place he will gain a fair know-
ledge of a portion of the country, and
secondly, he will ascertain the opinion of
8 majority of the people on the great
question of the day, as to & modification
Or relaxation of the terms of Confedera.
tion, and that nothing will satisfy them
but a determined and vigorous carrying
out of these terms, Thirdly, he will find
that the recent troubles were brought
about by the action of the Assembly of
the ProvinBe, and that the movement was
In 10 way directed by the Government
of the minion, and he will find
that those who took part in that
demonstration represent the most con.
servative, intellectual, industrious, and

Commissioner (o
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wealthy members of the community, firm
in their allegiance to this country and
their Queen. He wiil also find that all the
members sent to Parliament, were elect-
ed, not 80 much to support men or party,
as measures, and th-t the political plat-
form throughout the country was the
same, viz ¢ The fulfilment of the terms of
the Union. The Dominion Agent arriving
in our Province 8o soon after the distur-
bances, it is only nxtural to suppose that
he came to enquire into the cause which
led to them, and ualess it would be tres«
passing on the time of this Honou:rable
House. I would briefly state the cause of
our political troubles. Our Local Govern-
ment in  looking round for the
means of obtaining of money, conceived
the very improper idea of capitalizing
some of the subsidies guaranteed to us by
the Dominion under the termsof Conw
federation, and apnointed the Provincial
Premier a special delegate to carry out ne-
gotiations on that basis. These negotia-
tions were commenced with the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion, and on its re-
signation this special agent opened negoe
tiations with the present Government.
Honourahle gentlemen would bear in mind
that the people knew nothing of all these
transactions until some time after the
meeting of the Provincial Assembly. And
it so happeped that the general
elections  throughout the  couniry
came on at the time when our As-
sembly had a bill under consideration
to open nur terms of Union and capi«
talize certain subsidies, and at different
paris of the country speeches were made
by members of the Government having re-
ference to a relaxation of some of the
clauses in our terms of Union, At this junc«
ture of affairs the people became alarmed.
The Local Government wanted money and
the Dominion Government wished for a
modification of their obligation to us
lest an arrangement would be come to
which might deprive the province of a
large portion of the revenue, and delay
the construction of the Pacific railway, and
thereby ca<t a damper over the dearest
hopes of the country for an indefinite
period. A meeting at which people from
all sections of the country were present,
wag held at Victoria to obtain an expres-
sion of opinion on the doings of our As-
sembly, at which a resolufion was passed
unanimously to the eftect ¢ That the terms
of Confederation should not be interfered
with, or any of the subsidies capitalized, at
least until such time us the intention of
the ton. the Premier of Canadashall have
been explicilly made known to your hon~



62

orable House and approved of by the peo-
ple of this Province,” and this resolution
wagembedied in a petition, a copy of which
1 have before me Now I ask honorable
members is there anything in the petition or
resolution breathinga spirit of insurrection,
rebellion or treason ? We find 8 member
in the other branch of the Legislature call-
ing those who took part in this movement
a ‘“mob.”” If that was a mob commend
me to mobs for orderly, temperate and
con titutional behaviour. It being abcut
10 o'clock at night, and the Assembly in
session, the conveners of the meeting
quietly proceeded to present the resolu-
tion just passed, in the form of a petition,
at the Bar of the House, but before this
was accomplisbed the people at the meet~
ing somehow got intimation of what was
being done, whereupon they also went to
the douse to witness *he presentation of
the petition. The galleries and passages
were filled. Some of the members bex
came frightened, and ordered the House
to be cleared The people did not, or
coul!d not move from the pressure in the
rear, and the Speaker at this time left the
chair. Then the chairman of the meeting
and a few others hal an interview with
Mr. Speaker, at which it was agreed that
on the following day at 2 o'clock the peti~
tion would be received. The people on
being informed of this withdrew in the
most good natured manner to their
respective homes. No one was molested,
and no breach of the peace committed.
On the day following at the appointed
hour, probably. about 600 or 700 persons
went to the House to witness the presen-
tation of the petition, and they conducted
themselves in the most orderly, respectful
manner. The effect of this demonstration
was that the Assembly were obliged to add
a saving clause to the Bill, the substance
of which is that the taking of any money
by British Columbia, or the giving of any
money by the Dominion should in no way
interfere with the terms of Confederation.
Here ended what has been called a  re-
bellion,” and 1 trust that I have made it
plain to hon. ‘gentlemen that the source
of all the evil lay within our own Province ;
and that we wished to crush it there and
then, least the Government of the Domin-
ion should come to erroneous conclusions
as to public opinion.

Hon. Mr. CARROLL, who was very im-
perfectly heard, was understood to say
that he was persuaded that he could give
some information to the Government and
¢ point & moral and adorn a tale.” The
objection of the people of British Colum-

Commissioner (o

bia was to tamper with the treaty that’
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made them an integral part of the Domine
ion of Canada, for if they opened the door
in the smallest degree, there mizht be no
means of closing it. Mr. Edgar had been
appointed to treat with the people, but .
the question was agked of the Government
when they intended to bring down the
railway policy ; and that policy, they were
told, was not quite matured yet. He
warned the Government that they
must meet the wishes of the people, but
he said this in a kindly spirit.

Hon. Mr LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
did not see any necessity for such an ad«
dress, inasmuch as the instructions given
to Mr. Edgar were quite of a private chara
acter. and could not be made public with.
out injury to all parties concerned. He
could simply state that there was no ill.
feeling towards the Province of Brilish
Columbia, and that the present Governw
ment were most anxious to keep faith
with that Province, and all that had been
guaranteed on the part of the Dominion,

Hon. Mr. McDONALD replied that
there was no hostility towards the Do-
minion Contederation, but rather that
there should be unanimity. The only wish
he had in moving for the address was to
know #hat had ooctred with regard to the
Looal Government.

The motion was adopted.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD in accordance
with previous notice of motion moved that
an humble address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor Genersl, praying
that His Excellency will be pleased to
cause to be laid before this House a re-
turn showing the smount expended upon
the South East Pier of the Intercolonial
Railway Bridge over the Tantamar River,
specifying whether or not tenders were
advertised for the work, and if not,
whether any publio notice was given to
invite competition for such repairs as were
contemplated, stating the nature and ne-
cessity of such repairs and under whose
superintendence the work was done.

Eion. Mr. SCOTT eaid that all informan
tion could be got from the office of the
railway companies, and unless the hon,
gentleman might desire to make some
official use of the information, that would
be the speediest way to get at it.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD explained that it
might be necessary to make so further
comments on the information when it was
received.

The motion was then adopted, and it
was ordered that such members of the
Privy Council as were members of the
House present the address.
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The House then adjournéd, on the mo.
tion of Hon. Mr, LETELLIER D= ST,
JUST. - .

WEpNEsSDAY, April 15.

' The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o’clock, when a number of petitions were
presented and read, in favor of a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law.

Hon. Mr. READ in accordance with
previous notice, asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to extend
the system of postal deliveries, and if so,
to what extent ?

Hon. Mr. SCUTT said in reply that
the eubject is under the consideration of
the Government, but it was quite impos-
sible for him to say whether any decision
would be come to or not.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD asked, in accordance
with notice of motion to that effect:
¢ Have plans for the erection of a bridge
over the Red River, in Manitoba, in con-
tinuation of the Dawson route, been sub.
mitted to the Government? Have any
of these plans been adopted, and does the
Government intend to begin the building
of such bridge at an early date?’ In
putting this question he said :—It 18 not

through curiosity that 1 am now making.

that enquiry. 1have a more nuble motive
than that—the improvement of my Pro-
vince. It is a well known fact tiat the
town of Winnipeg, .in these last three
years, has progressed and taken propor-
tions which are not to be compared with
any other town in the world. Three years
ago was to be seen there a little fort with
a population of atout 400 souls lodged in
a small lot of poor houses. To-day the
gOpulation of that same place exceeds
,000, with miles of good and comfortable
houses, and a display of all trades, indus-
tries and occupations, nearly equal to what
18 t0 be seen in the most advanced parts
of the Dowinion. Point Douglass, to the
Borth, and Fort Garry to the south-west,
ish their large contribution to the
Progreas of the town, and St. Boniface, on
the cast side of Red River, opposite Win-
:‘PG& wants to enter into competition,
but there: is 4 great disadvantage; there
’; DO communijcation by a bridge from one
auk of the river to the other, and 1 am
sure if that bridge is built, before a year,
not less than thirty good houses will be
puile ::re“::‘mfi“ of Red River. The
Y led last year, they are put on

the estimates this yeary, but I want to know
it the Government has the intention to do
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more this year thin has been done in the
ast ?

P Hon, Mr, SCOTT replied that thus far
the Government had not decided as to
the particular point on which this bridge
would be built. No very serious delay
would take place, but it was very impor-
tant that the Government should decide
as to the location of the bridge, and that
was the only answer he was prepared to
return at present. ’

Hon. Mr. WARK asked ¢ isit the in-
tention of the Government to bring in a
bill during the present session, to autho-
rize the same increase to the salaries of
the Judges of the Supreme Court of the
Province of New Brunswick, as was made
to the salaries of the Judges in the other
Provinces of the Dominion, by 36th Vie«
toria, chapter 317"

Hon. Mr, SCOTT said the Judges of the
Supreme Court of New Brunswick hid not
suffered, because there had been paid to
them the increased salary, although there
had ‘been a clerical error in the Act of
Parliament,

Hon, Mr. MILLER was very glad to see
an hon. gentleman not connected with

the legal profession taking wup this
question. What  was complained
of was that Judges of the

same status were umequally paid, The
Act of last session gave an increase of
25 per cent, to certain Judges, and 2 per
cent. 10 others according to their salaries,
and yet it did not appear that the Judges
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were
to receive that increase. He was therex
fore pleased to hear that the question had
been asked why this injustice had been
committed. He could not see why the
Judges of New Brunswick and Nova Sco-
tia should be paid less than the Judges of
the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, He
coneidered that those other Provinces had
just as hard working Judges as any other
in the Dominion, and he considered it un=
just to pay them less. He was not here
when the Bill went through the Legislature
and he did not feel disposed to interfere
much in the matter now, but he did not
think that the system of paying different
salaries could long exist.

Hon. Mr. WARK believed that the sals
aries of the Judges should be on the same
scale, and that they ought to be equale
ized.

The question as answered was then aiv
lowed to drop.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN moved in sccords
ance with previous notice of motion as
follows :—

#I'hat an humble address be presented
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to His Excelleecy the Governor General,
praying that His Excellency will cause to
be laid befors this House a copy of all ap«
pointments to, and dismissals from office,
in Prince Edward Island, a8 well as 8- copy
of all petitions, and other papers connect~
ed therewith, since the first day of July
last.,” He continued to say that the rea~
8on why he asked for this address, was
that he wished to know from the 1st July
last, when Prince Edward lsland entered
into Confederation, how these appoint-
ments and dismiséals had been arrived at,
The officer of Customs at Charlottetown
was appointed by the Dominion Govern-
ment, and he was also the auditor and
manager of the Savings Bank, There
were no complaints made against him as
Collector of Customs so far as he (the hon.
gentleman) was aware, and he was conw
vinced that the collector had in every way
complied with the duties of his offico ;
that he was a conscientious man, who had
given unvarying attention to the organi.
zation of his office, and all the duties ap-
pertaining thereto, was well known ; yet
without any complaint, re was summarily
dismissed and 1eplaced by another since
the present Government came into
power. As the auditor of public ac-
counts and the manager of the savings
tank, any gentleman in that position for
years was one who must have acquired a
knowledge of the affairs of Prince Ed
ward Island, Lut it must be added in the

resent case that he was a man who
should be oconsidered the best fitted
for such a  position, inasmuch
as he had successively filled the offices of
Treasurer, Speaker of the House of Assem-
bly, and the leader of a Government. 1t
was from his great knowledge of the aftairs
of the country and his qualiticatians to fill
the position—perhaps the best qualifica-
tions of any man on the Island-—that he
(the hon. gentleman) was disposed to
make the present motion. Immediately
aiter the dismissal of the Collector of
Customs was also dismissed the Deputy
Minister of Inland Revenue, who was also
a capable man. These gentlemen felt
necessarily aggrieved that they should be
dismissed without it being made known to
them that they had inefficiently fulfilled
their duties, and they also naturally be-
lieved that some complaints must have
been made against  them  or
the Government would not  have
taken such high-handed messures.
Recently he had received a petition which
had been placed in the hands of the Min-
ister of Customs, in regard to an officer in
Prince Edward Island, who to his [the
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hon. gentleman’s] knowledge was a sober,
steady, and adequate officer, and would be
found when the papers were placed on
the table, to be recommended by the lead-
ing merchants and bankers of the place in
which he lives. Now the reason why the
motion was brought forward, was to ascer-
tain wi ether such proceedings met with
the approval of the authorities and the
wishes of *his House and the country.
This was a matter that should be borne in
mind when it was stated that it was the
intention of the Government to increase
the tariff, and that being so there was the
greater necessity that the Custom House
should not be deprived of the services of
men filling responsible positions who were
competent to tulfil their duties, He did
not see why Prince Edward Island
should be eingled out for  the
purpose of inaugurating what he consid-
ered an unfortunate system which he was
sorry to say had prevailed in that island,
but which he believed, with many other
leading men, would be altered when they
entered into Confederation. 'He had been
given to understand by a gentleman con-
nected with the Customs for some years
that this course had never been before
pursued, but he could not help remarking
that it this courae was to be pursued in the
case of Prince Edward leland, there could
be no exception made with regard to the
other Provinces, which, however, would
inaugurate a very bad system, as a Govw
ernment like individuals did not live for.
ever, and it was therefofe to be presumed
that the next Government would follow in
the same steps as their predeceassors. He
had only to ald that when the papers
cama down he would be prepared to move
a resolution on the subject and make some
other observations with the view of giving
further information.

Hon. Mr. ¥IDAL seconded the motion,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that the Goveru-
ment had no objection to the motion for
an address passing, and for a discussion
to take place when the papers came
down.

Hon. Mr. MILLER thought it would be
right to postpone the discussion until the
papers were brought down, and if the Bill
of indictment that had been preferred by
the honorable gentleman could be sub-
stantiated it ap;eared that the dismissals
complained ot had been made without
any investigation. He thought that not
orly the House but the country should
be made aware of the facts in such a case.
However, he should not now attempt to
discuss this question, but reserve his fur.

Business,



68 Routine
ther observations for the production of
the papers.

The motion was then put and carried,
when it was ordered that such members of
the House as are members ot the Privy
Council do wait on His Excellency the
Governor General and present the ad-
drees.

On the motion of Hon, Mr HAMILTON
seconded by the Hon. Mr. Letellier de St.
Just, the House adjourned untll Monday.

Moxpay, 20th April, 1874,

The House met at half-past seven.

Hon, Mr. CHRISTIE, Speaker, in the
chair.

After routine,—

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved, seconded by
Mr. Shaw, that the name of Hon. Mr.
Penny be added to the Committee on Con-
tingencies.—Carnied.

THE ASSINIBOINE.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD, whose remarks were
imperfectly heard, called attention to the
importance of improving the water com-
munication of the North West. Hespoke
of the practicability of rendering the As-
siniboine and affluents navigable for boats
ot aconsiderable tonnage, for 800 miles
west of Fort Garry, and thence to near the
Rocky Mountains. He also read not«s
given him by persons competent to speak
on thesubject, all confirmatory of this view,
and concluded by putting the questions of
which he had given notice :

Does the Government intend to take
the necessary steps to ascertain the possi-
bility of rendering the river Assiniboine
navigable, by leadinginto it the waters of
Lake Manitoba by means of a canal be-
tween the two at the place where they are
nearest to each other.

Hon, Mr, SCUTT said the Government
have not yet decided upon the .scheme
that probably will be submitted for the
improvement of the Northwest Rivers,
and until they have finally made up their
minds as to the true policy in the interest
of the public, it would be premature for
Wme {0 promise any enterprise in the

tion the honorable gentleman indi-

STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH PRINCE
 EDWARD IBLAND,

Hon. Mr. ROWLAN, in submitting bis
motion on thiy subject, was understood to
speak of the engagements entered into by
Canads, with reference to the puttingof a

6
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steamer on the route between Nova Scotia
and the Island. It was contemplated that
this year at all events this service would
be established He believed the Govs
ernment had done all in their power in
the matter. But the question with him
and others was—did the advertisemeuts
calling for a boat, mention the winter ser-
vice required ? He thought the best boat for
this purpose was one that could break
through the ice, but experienced persons
stated that one of that kind was not suffi«
cient, that the boat must go on the top of
the ice; and if the Government secured &
vessel according to the terms of the ad-
vertisement they might spend a sum of
money tor a service which afterwards
might not be performed, by reason of the
unpfitness of the steamer: It was an ime
portant matter to the lslanders, who were
corrparatively irolated four to six months
of the gear, At all events, the attempt
to establish this service should be made
in an intelligent manner, in order to the
acquisition of a seuitable boat, and the
avoidance of fruitlees outlay and com-
plaint. Tenders should be asked for &
steamer that could perform two services—
summer as wWell as winter—thus, 1n sum-
mer she might attend to the lighthouses
in the Gulf,  Tbhe vessel calleu for in the
advertisement would not, ke believed, be
able to do the work desired, which was
the reason why he asked for the
submission of the advertisement to
the House, that the matter might
be properly discussed. He hoped that
the Secretary of State would not now send
it to the public press, but give the House
a copy first, so that the question might be
discussed on its merits. He moved,
seconded by Hon. Mr. Vidal, that an hum~
ble Address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor General praying that
His Excellency will cause to be laid before
this House a copy of the advertisement for
the Winter Steamer to' Prince kdward
Island as well as a copy of all tenders re-
ceived for eaid service. .
Hor. Mr SCOIT said the Government
had called for tenders for the performance
of thisservice, and the lowest was accept«
ed. The party was notified to complete
his security. But the securities had not
been put in, norall the contracts signed.
Till that was done, it would be premature
to bring down the tenders, Government
had no objection in the meantime to the
advertisement coming down, [he - hon.
gentleman might make some observations
on itthen. Possibly in a few days the
Government might have the op;ortunity
of deciding on the question. 1f 8o, the
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tender accepted would be sutmitted to
the House with the advertisemant.
Motion carried.

RATE OF INTEREST.

Hou. Mr. DEVER, before submitting a
motion on the above subject, referred to
the fact that ttere was not, in reality, a
common rate of interest throughout the
Dominion. It varied in different provinces,
of which the Lower Provinces had had ex-
perience. He spoke also of the import~
ance of some measure for assimilating the
rates, for the advantage of trade everys
where. He did not see why there should
not be the same rate in New Brunswick as
in Quebec. The present state of things
was undesirable, and called for a remedy.
He concluded by asking whether it was the
intention of the Government during the
present session ot Parliament, to introduce
any bill or measure for the regulation of a
common rate of interest on all monetary
and mercantile transactions within the
Dominion of Canada ?

Hon. Mr, SCOFT said that the Govern-
ment did not intend to take any action
with regard to the matter.

CONTINGENT COMMITTEE.,

Hon, Mr, SCOTT moved that the time
for receiving petitions for private bi'ls be
extended to Monday, the 1lth day of
May.—Carried.

PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW.

Hon. Mr. RYAN asked if, in view of the
large number of petitions fora prohibitory
liquor law that were being received, Gov«
ernment intended to bring down such a
measure this session.

Hom. Mr. SCOLT said the Government
did not intend to bring ia such a mea-~
sure.

LIBEL,

Hon, Mr. KAULBACH introduced a bill
with respect to the law of libel, which was
read a first time.

The House then adjourned.
'

Tugspay, Agpril 21, 1874,

The House met at three ¢’clock, the
SPEAKER in the Chair,

PFTITIONS.

A large number of petitions, from dife
ferent parts of the country, in favor of a
Prohibitory Liquor Law, were presented.

Hon, Mr, MoDUNALD, of Toronto, sube
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mitted a petition praying that Thunder
Bay be made the terminus of the Lake
Superior and Winnipeg section of the
Paacific railway.

After other routine business,

Hon, Mr, SCO1T laid on the table the
report of the Secretary of State for the
financial year 1872-3.

Business.

PROHIBITION.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL enquired it any ans
swer had been received to the message
sent to the House of Commons. asking the
appointment of a Select Committee, to act
with a committee of this House in refer-
ence to the scheme of a Prohibitory
Liquor Law.

‘The SPEAKER replied that, so far as he
was aware, 0o answer had yet been received
from the other House.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL—Inasmuch as our
branch of the committee have assembled,
and that we find ourselves unable to pro.
ceed with the work desired, it were well
something were done towards the aetion
contemplated. We are embarrassed with
asense of the importance of thoee peti-
tions for a prohibitory-law, and of the ne-
cessity of giving them that consideration
which they deserved. The petitioners
probably npumber 50,000 to 80,600 per-
sons in this Province ~ Our hands at pre-
sent seem tied. I observe from outside
sources that action is taken by the
committee of the other House without any
reference to our House. I presume it
has declined to accede to our request. If
this is the case, 1 trust there is some way
of ascertaining the fact, and that we may
appointour own Committee and act indes
pendently.

Hen, Mr. DICKEY —The hon. gentle.
man has found out by this time that the
friendly criticiem which 1 ventured to
make on his action was not altogether
without foundation. The embarrassment
may be accountcd for by the fact that this
Committee was asked for after & Commit.
tee had been appointed in another place
and had actually reported. ‘I'bis fact may
give him the means of remedying the difs
ficulty. Iapprehend that was one great
difficulty in the way.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL—My aclion was
prompted by the Chairmar of the Commit-
tee of the other House. Ha suggested I
should make a motion in this Chamber,
on the question. I understand from
the present Chairman that that Com-
mittee 18 anxious to work with the
Committee of this House, as suggested,
that the members of the Commons Com«
mittee think this is the mows desirable
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method of dealing with the question. 1
should like, exceedingly, to know whether
we are o have assistance, or to work by
ourselves, We are fully prepared to work
alone.

The matter then dropped.

NEW BILL.

Hon. Mr, ALLAN, of Toronto, ntro.
duced a bill entitled, an Act to amend the
Act incorporating the British American
Assuranoe Company, and other acts aftect-
ing the same.

First reading.

THE TARIFF.

Hon. Mr. SMITH asked if it was the in.
tention ot the Government to make any
change in their tarift scheme, or recon.
sider any portiocs. He eaid his reason for
enquiring was that a large portion of the
trade of the country was somewhat dis-
turbed by the prospect of changes, and
many bueiness men were anxiously wait-
ing to 8-e the matter settled. Great num.
bers of people were flocking to the capital
from all parts of Ontario, and telegrams
and letters, soliciting informstion, poured
n continually. If these tariff matters
were settled, 8o that people could under-
stand what was to be had and done. there
would be great satisfaction. 1f the Gov.
ernment should say, we will make no
changes, traite could go on, but, at pre.
sent, trade was paralysed.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that subjeots of thig
kind exclusively appertained to the other
branch of the Legislature, 1t was scarcely
to be expected the Government should
answer this question just then. It was
quite impossible to say what the senti
ment of the House might be. It was
quile usual, however, to alter details of
the tarifft. The hon. gentleman knew well
that the Finance Minister had given audi-
ence 4 very many gentlemen from all,
' even rémote parts of the country, and
noted their suggestions. He (Mr. Scott)
was not prepared to say whether those de-
Putations had exercised any influence upon

Finance Minister, but, he doubted |

not, all their propositions would be ade-
quately considered. The Government did
not pretend to be infallible, and might ac-
cept some of the advice tendered. They
had the reepensibility in the matter, and
were anXious as far as possible to meet the
wishes of the country, At the same time,
the Finanos Minister required s very con.
siderable sum of money, and all felt that
money must be raised. {t was desirable
to raise it in the way that would least crip.
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ple the energics of the Dominion. He

doubted not his hon. friend would be re~

lieved from his position of unocertainty in

regard to this subject in a few days, pro-

bably hours. At the woret the present em~

barrassment could last but a few days,
The House then adjourned.

Business.

WEeDNEsDAY, 220d April, 1874,
The House met at three o’c'ock,
ROUTINE,

Among other routine business, & num-
ber of petitions praying for a prohibitory
liquor lsw were received, including one
from the Six Nation Indians,

Hon, Mr. SCOTT laid on the table the
return to an address, of 13th April, with
respect to the datea of the sailing of the
Allan steamships, under contract for oar«
rying the English mails,

Hon. Mr. AIKINY moved, secondei by
the Hon. Mr. RYAN, that the Hon. Mr.
8mith be added to the Standing Commit.
tee on Banking, as also to the Committee
on Contingencies. The mover said that
Mr. Smith was one of the largest mer~
chants in Western Canada, and was also
connected with several monetary institu«
tions, yet his nsme did not appear on any
of the committees relating to those inte-
rests. He had been for several years a
member of the Committee on Banking,
therefore, he presumed, the House would
restore him to the same position. He feit
satisfied his name must have been omitted
by mistake.

Hon. Mr, LRTELLIER DE ST. JUST
said he had no objection whatever to the
motion—quite the contrary. He thought
it was by mistake the hon. gentleman’s
name had been omitted, His intention
was to put kim on the Committee, but it
hsd been frustrated bysome clerical error
or other accident.,

ADULTERATION OF FOOD BILL,

On the order for the second readieg be.
ing called,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER requested the
honourable gentleman in charge of the
measure to postpone it till to.morrow or
the day after, go as to afford more time
for its consideration,

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER replied that as
it was desirous to have the supportand
co-operation of the Government in this
important matter, he would consent to the
delay most cheerfully. He moved the
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discharge of the order, and that the second
reading be fixed for Friday next. Carried.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN asked that the second
reading of the British America Aessurance
Company Amendment Bill be allowed to
stand over till to-morrow, as it had not
been distributed. Agreed to.

On motion of Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, of
Kingston, the House then adjrurned till
Thureday.

Govt. Railways

Taureday, Apri 23, 1874.
The House met at three o'clock.

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS IN NEW
RRUNSWICK AND NOVA SCOTIA.

Hon. Mr, ALEXANDER moved that an
humble address be presented to His Ex.
cellency the Governor General, praying
that His Excellency will be pleased to
cause to be laid before this House a return
showing the total gross expenditure and
revenue of the Government railwaysin
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick for the
years ending on the 30th June, 1872, and
the 20th June, -1873, respectively. He
said that, in moving for this return, he
disclaimed any intention or thought of
reflecting eitber upon the past or present
Government with regard to the manages
ment of those railways. At a moment
when the Minister of Finince had declared
it necessary to raise three millions of ad-
ditional revenue, the members of both
Houses were all naturally anxious to see
how the expenditure could be met by the
income of the country, or how they could
be brought to approximate more nearly
without increasing the burdens of the
yeople. This result could only be ac-
complished by one of two wayc—either by
reducing the public expenditure, or by
pursuing the course which the Minister
of Finance was about to adopt, of placing
additional burdens upon the people.. In
looking over the various items ot public
outlay, his notice was especially called
to the working of our Government
railways in the maritime Provinces;
and he had to confers he was surprised,
on examining the figures, to find that the
excess of expenditure over the revenue
was 80 very large, During the past year
ending 30th Juune, 1873, the disburse.
ments for construction. chargeable to ca-
pital, reached $192,055, and to income,
$182,210, making in all $374.266. The
ordinarv Working expenses amounted to
$1,011,842; item of stores, $221,918—
making a total expenditure, on those rails
ways, of $1,608076. The receipts of the
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year were only shown to be $703,458,
showing an enormous deficit of $304,618.
Doubtlees, Ministers would say it was uns
necessary to call for the returns, as those
figures were found in the Public Ac-
counts, but he hoped some explanation
might be given by them, to show that if
this expenditure was necessary during the
past year, it must have been one of no or-
dinary character; and that they might not
expect such a large deficit every year, In
referring to the estimates for the present
year, he found figures whic almost con-
firmed the view he had entertained, that
as large an expenditure might be neces«
sary,—at all events during the coming
year ; for the Finance Minister asked am
increase over the former year for repairs
and working expenses of the Intercole<
nial and other railways, to the amount of
$196 000. These figures went to prove
that whatever circumstances might have
led the Government of the Dowminion to
undertake the operation and runniog of
railways, it was s most unsound and un.
satisfactory policy as a general principle.
They all knew the history of the mdnner
in which the Mar:time Provinces became a
portion of the Domnion. and that the rail.
ways were built by the local Governments
as a means ot developing those young Pro.
vinces ; no doubt the commercial facilities
and ravantages thus afforded accomplish.
ed a large amount of good, They knew,
further, that the Dominion acoepted those
railways, to work them, at the time of Con-
federation. But while they had unders
takenjto do this, it did not necessarjly fol-
low that the Government of a rising ¢ un-
try such as this was to continue to operate
those roads, He would spacially call the
attention of the House {o this subject as
affecting, so deeply, the future railway
policy of the Dominion.  He thought thbat
with their present experience of the pecu.
niary results of the Governmen¥ of a
young country, like ours, running railways,
itselt, 1t wound be a most unsound and
unwise course, it the Intercolonial should
be finished in two years, or the Pacific Rail.
way at some future time, for our Govern-
ment to undertake to run either of those
roads. He was sure it was the duty of this
House with regard to the Maritime Pros
vinces and every other part of the Do-
minion, to endeavour to foster their in-
terests and develop their resourcesy but it
was no less their duty to attempt- in the
way lesst caloulated to cripple the re.
sources of the oountry, or stem its inward
progress and development. The United
States Government did not own or run a
single railway in the whole Union, nor did
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any State, in 20 far as he was aware. Their
policy had been to ensure railway exten-
sion by bonuses of money and lands. It
was far wiser liberally to give a helping
hand to the construction of those
works, and charter companies to under«
take the future running of the roads
He had lived in foreign lands and was
aware that the Governments of despotic
countries like Russia and Austria, where
labor was chesp, could construct and work
railways to the advantage of their citizens;
but in countries like the United States no
such example could be shown, though
their Government studied all methods of
securing the greatest advantage to the
citizens. He hoped that the Government
of Canads would take, in regard to the
Maritime Province railways, and the rails
ways t0 be built in the Dominion, in
future, the necessary steps to free them-
selves of all respomsibility for the working
of them. He impressed upon them the
importauncs of avoiding that most disas-
trous obligation, the running of railroads
at a great commercial disadvantige to the
country generally. -

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said the hon. gentle-
man had taken a very incoriect view of
the case. Confining himself to the con-
eideration of the deficit in question, was
proceeding on a wrong priociple. He
should have considered the earnings ot
those roads previous to Confederation. As
to the Intercolonial, it was a condition of
the Union. It was comstructed, in his
opinion, by a route disapproved by
three-fourths of the people of
New  Brunswick, and at an ex.
pense of twenty millions or more, and
now aroad is being built by private enter-
prise, that would open up a shorter route
to the sea; there were some 80 odd
miles constructed. A subsidy of five mil-
lions would have carried the road down
the valley of the St. John, the shortest
road to tide water. This country {was
piedged to build the Pacifio RaiiWay
(bear, hear,) and he would like to know
whether the people of Ontario would
like to have its cost charged against them.
Che kLon. gentleman’s argument that the
New Brunswick and Nova Sootia railways
were worked at an enormous cost, created
&n entirely erroneous impression. In New
Brunswick the Government railways had
not only paid their expenses, but a certain
amount on theijr cost, which would con-
tigue to Increase. The great bulk of her
debt was in consequence ot those raila
ways.

In the course of a conversation beiween
Hon, Mr, Campbell and other members as
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to the period at which sections of the In-
tercolonial had commenced working

Hon. Mr. MoLELAN—one of the Com-
missioners—suid the portion from Painsec
to Sackville was purchased trom a come
pany, and thrown in as part of this line,
and was worked with the New Brunswick
roads ; in November, 1872, the connection
was made ; the work which the Govern.
ment was engaged in oonstructing from
November, 1872 to 1873, would be in«
cluded in the Intercolonial.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~Previous to
June, 1872, no part of the Intercolonial was
worked ?

Several Members— Yes.

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL said whatever the
facts, he apprebended it would turn
out that the working of the Maritime Proe
vince Railways was a very expensive and
very losing enterprise.

Several Members—Not at all.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL--Perhaps not
with regard to one particulsr railway, but
the whole, excluding the Latercolonial, the
others had been worked at a very consid.
erable loss. He did not wish to blame the
Maritime Provinces for this, but merely to
state a fact. He thought the proposer of
this motion was right in expressing his
anxiety, snd he was sure it was shared by
the people of the country, who must de.
sire that the Government should in some
way be divested of their responsibility for
those roads, 1n order that they might be
worked by private enterprite, The late
Government had every belief that that
would be a most desirable policy. What
induced them to postpone their action in
this respect. was the stage at which the
Intercolonial stood. It was thought
that its completion would he a more
opportune time for dealing with the whole
of the Government roadas; that the Inter«
colonial might te divided into sections,
or dealt with as a whole, or to be added
to other roads, ana one or two companies
formed, so that the country might be re-
lieved of charges for thoee railways which
could not be worked by it as advaa-
tageously as by private individuais, He
betieved that would be the ultimate policy
adopted by this, or any Government that
may be in existence, with regard to these
roads. His hon.friend from New Bruns-
wick (Senator Wilmot) had animadverted
upon the course of the late Government
with respect to the route of the Interco.
lonial, stating a chorter interior route
should have been preferred. Thisques-

| tion had been amply discussed, and the

conclusive statement made to the House,
that the St. John Valley route did not re-
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ceive the sanction of the Impexial Govern-
ment, and that they were obliged, as a
matter of defence and Imperial policy and
interest, to run the line along the coast
instead of in the interior. Whether the
coast line was teken for business purposes
was another question. On that there was
a difference of opinion He had heard it
urged by gentlemen residing in that part
of the country, in Gaspe, Bonaventure,
and on the north shore of New Brunswick,
that that was the best line for trade.
‘The Imperial Government thought it
hest only for the defence of the country.
Besides, it was only by adopting it we
could obtain.the Imperial guarantee of
the loan necessary to build it. He trust-
ed when the hon. gentleman got his
papers, he would be able to point out to
the House in what way we could most
readily approach the transfer of this rail-
way iato the hands of private individuals.
He hoped and had some reasons to think
Government were enquiring into that sub-
ject. with the view to discovering the best
means of dealing with those works, He
hoped a measure would be submitted, at
another session, for putting them into the
hands of private companies.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY thought the remsarks
of the hon. mover, as regards the object of
the motion, had been ot a limited charac-
ter. He had taken but a very limited
view of the subject. If he understood the
hon. gentleman, the principle which he
desired to assert by his motion was, that
all those public works must necessarily be
productive, or receive the oondemnation
of this House and country. If that be
ocorreot, he thought the hon. gentleman
would find some public works nearer
home that might be affected by the same
principle, and that they might have to
shut up some of the canals in the West.
The railways in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia were built for great public ends
and aime. [His Mr. Dickey’s] whole
public life had been a continual protest
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agsinst the  Government  building,
owning or having anything to do
with railways. At the same time

it was but fair to his native Province to
say that while Governments of both sides
conscientiously aided any private enter-
‘prise that attempted to build railways,
many people thought that, had it not been
the policy of the Government to construct
railroads itself, they might have been
many years without them. The honorable
mover ought to have accompanied his
motion with statements of facts and
figures. According to the explanations of
the Railway Commissioners to the other
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House, the whole of the running expenses
incuried, so far as the Intercolonial was
concerned, was confined to the period be«
tween Nov., 1872, and June, 1873 —eight
months. The hon. gentleman upon this
information asked the House indirectly to
pronounce the opinion that those public
works were unproductive, and ought not
to be carried on by the State—merely
from the results shown by eight months’
operations. But he presumed the hon,
gentleman was not aware that that was a
period of entirely exceptional circums
stances ; that the region had been visited
by most unprecedented snow storxs. The
result was that the Intercolonial, es far as
it was worked through Nova Fcotia, was
constantly stopped, and enormous exs
pense had to be incurred. Th se condi-
tions were proved to be exceptional,
for tLis year, we had no trouble of the
kind. Was it not fair to state this fact to
the House, when seeking to create
the impression that those works had been
unproductive, and also that there had been
no connection with certain portions of the
road 8o far, that there was no bridge over
the 8t. John, and the traffic was, to a large
extent, mere way traffic? He ought to
wait and see what those works would do,
before condemning them as unproductive,
As yet they had not the elements of a
through traffic, or the means of judging of
the character of those works. But con-
sider the result when a through traflic
came over those roads ‘end increased the
local trade and traftic produced by them,
With regard to the other portions of the
Intercolonial, the space between Amherst
and Moncton or Painsec, some 50 miles, it
would have been nothing more than fair
for the HKailway Commissioners to have
told the House that the road had been
open some three or four years, and, he be-
lieved, was prefitable and paying. A
very large amount of traffic went by it.
He was perfectly willing any enquiry
should be made regarding it. He had
every sympathy, however, with the views
expressed as to the working of those rail.
ways in the future. They had been of im.
mense benefit to the Lower Provinces and
to the Dominion. 1f the Government was
very anxious to get rid of them, it would
have no difficulty in the matter, and that
was the very best test of their present
value or productiveness. He hoped the
day was far diztant when thoze great main
lines of communication would be handed
over to any private speculators, He
trusted the Government would take &
broad view of the question, and not decide
upon it by & year of exceptional snow
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storms, entailing great expense—that it
would also remember the road was hardly
in working condition yet, and look to the
future of the country —at the benefits this
work would confer on the provinces
through which it would pass, and indirect:
ly upon the Dominion, of which they
formed a part. (Cheers )

Hon.Mr.WILMUT said he was one of the
delegates to England, with regard to the
Intercolonial Railway, and there was no
such determination on the part of the Bri~
tish Government, as alleged to run it by
the North shore. The whole matter had
been fully discussed.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL contradicted that
impression, asserting that a despatch to
the effect that the Government wished the
road to go by that shore route had been
read in this House.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said, taking up the
public accounts, and referring to the ab-
stract on which the hon. mover had based
he was at a loss to con.
ceive how that hon. gentleman could have
arrived at such extraordinary and errone-
ous results. The impression the hon. mem-~
ber’s remarks were calculated to leave on
the House and convey to the country, was
that the Government railways in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick were an annusl
burden to the Dominion of about $900,000
He (Mr Miller) felt it his duty not toal«
low this statement to go to the people
without showing from the very abstract on
which he (Mr. Alexander) had founded
that assertion, and from the figures under
the hon. gentleman’s own eyes when he
made it. But his statement was, he could
not say intentionally, but certainly grossly
inaccurate. It was well known to every
hon. member of the House from the Mari-
time Provinces, that previous to Confeder-
ation, the railways in those Provinces that
were assured by the Dom:mion Govern-
ment at the time of Union as one of our
assets, had paid a slight profit, about one
ger cent, over their working expenses. He

elieved the New Brunswick roads paid
even more than that amount over their
working expenses ; being main lines, they
Were more paying than those in Nova

tia, He wanted Western members to
understand that it was only tince Confed-
Sration, since the extension of the Inter-
colonial, that their Jines had proved com-
paratively so unproductive. It was true,
alter the Lower Provinces entered Confeds
°’.‘:‘i“°°¢ a good deal of money had to be
laid out on construction and repairs, the
local lines haying heen allowed to get
somewhat out of order. What did he find
from the tables, from whioh his hoy,
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friend made his motion and drew his con-
clusion that, last year, those Government
railways produced a loss to this country of
$900,0007? His hon. friend had made up
his estimate largely from oonstruction
chiefly connected with the Intercolonial
Railway, It was very. unfair to charge
such construction to the working expenses
against the profits of the railways, when
that construction outlay was absolutely
necessary in connection with the Inters
colonial and not with the old ‘Provincial
lines. From the lst July to the 9th Nos
vember, 1872, when the Intercoloni¢l was
consolidated in the publicaccounts with the
old lines the working expense of the New
| Brunswick railways was $126,145, while
the earnings were $136,590, leaving a
surplus of receipts over expenditure, on
acoount of working, of $10,445. Hé ad-
mitted the Nova Soolia was not s0
remunerative. During the same petriod
the cost of running our road was $181,~
458, while the receipts were $13@2961,
leaving a deficit of 48,497. Now, as the
honourable gentleman had made a joint
motion connected with those two Pro-
vinces—if we took the whole deficit con-
nected with this one railway in Nova Scotia
—leaving out the Intercolonial, we found
but $ 38,052 deficit for that portion of the °
year; and in the face of that fact his honw
ourable friend wished the startling styte®
ment to go to the country, that oy Gov-
ernment railways in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick —for that was the impression
intended to be couveyed—were oosting
tbe country over $9J0,000 a vear. Instead
of that, these Government railways cost
but $380,052. He thought there was a
very wide difierence betwsen the result

which might be come to by any
one desirous of putting no more
than the facts before the House

and that arrived at by the honour-
able mover. He knew if oonstruction
was spoken of it was a different matter,
On the Yth of November, 1872, the portion
of the Intercolonial which affords connec-
tion with the European and North Ameris
can Railway, was opened to the public.
From that time the expenses of those
Government railways in Nova Sootia snd
New Brunswick, mcluding the Intercolos
nial, were very much increased. The ¢on-
eolidated lines, from the 10th of November,
till the 30th of June, 1873, cost $704 238,
and yielded but $433,906 revenue, leaving
a deficit on account of the Intercolonial, of
$270.382, and a total deficit, including the

eriod from the 1st of July, of $803.434,
or the two Provinces ; & defleit of $270,-
382 accrued in consequence of the ocon«
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solidation of the roads with the Intercolor
nial. . In the face of those facts, patent
from the public accounts under his hand,
how the hon. gentlemsn could wish the
sssertion sent to the country, that there
was & deficit ,of $900,000, was perfectly
surprising. There was no other inference
to be drawn from the figures and facts but
what he (Mr. Miller) had stated. With
regard to the question of policy, it might
be that his hon. friend had made his mox
tion, to give an expression, ot his opinion
on another subjeqt—that of Government
railway, which might, at a future time,
engsge the attention of the House He
spoke of the ooat of the railways in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia as facts that
ought. le prove a warning to any Govern-
ment, in. undertaking the construction of
railways as public works. He (Mr. Miller)
could only eay. that circumstances must,
in every cade, control the policy and dic-
tate the prudence of a Goverament un-
dertaking public works. It would not do
to gpply the principle in every case which
we might apply in any isolated or excep-
tionul case. With respect to public
works, one principle might be good 1n res
gard to one sybject and not s0 good in re-
lation to another. 1If it was not sound
policy that a Ggvernment should under-
take, under any circumstances, the con-
structipn of a railway, would it pot be as
~sgqund policy for a Government not to un
dertgke the construction or eunlargement
of canals, or the compietion of works
whieh private enterprise was insufficient to
sehieve, He ocould not perceive a differ.
‘ence between these cases. He would be
sorry by his vote on this motion, or by his
silence, to lead to the conclusion that he
was opposed, under any circumstances, to
a Government undertaking public works,
whether railways or canals. (Cheers.)
With reference to the remarks ot the hon
- member for Cumberland (Mr. Dickey), he
had admitted that in the msjority of cases,
if private capital could accomplish and
complete public works, it would be far
better to leave them in the hands of pri-
vate enterprise. But where it was not suf«
. ficient, then it might become the impera.
tive duty of a Government to take the
oconstruction of these works into its own
hands. Asregards Nova Scotia, he differed
wijth his hon. friend (Mr. Dickey) as to
the policy that had the sanction of its
people. Although a young man at the
time the railway,policy was initiated, and
although that hon. gentleman figured, to
some extent, in the railway discuseion of
. that day, he could not agree with his ver-
sion of the circumstances connected with
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the initiation of the policy of coustructing
rallways in that Province as Government
undertakings, He could recollect that
the Government had exhausted all the
means in its power to induce private comw
panies to undertake tne construction of
our railways, and had failed. On that
occasion the party to which his hon. friend
belonged, led by the late Judge John-
ston. contended for the very policy which
had been advocated by his hon. friend to-
day. He and others then said it would be
possible, and he undertook to induce
British capitalists to come into our Pros
vince and build our railways as private
works, if the Government would give
the opportunity of doing so, by putting
the requisite legislation on the statute
book. ‘The Hon, Mr. Howe, the leader of
the Government, said he would accept the
proposition of the hon. gentleman and his
friends, and let his own policy stand over
for a twelve month, and if the capitalists
came in he would be satisfied. A year
passed away, and was lost, when it was
found indispensable on the part of the
Government to take this subject into its
own hands, The result had proved a
great boon to the Province., Though he
had lost money directly by those railways,
they had beeo indirectly of incalculable
benefit to Nova Scotia, (Hear, hear)
Not alone as t7 the expenditure of money
in the Province had tney been advantas
geous, but in opening up facilities for
trade, and developing the country.
Within a few years after the construction
of those short lines of railway our tariff
was doubled, and our people did not feel
the increased taxation in consequence of
the increased stimulus given to trade. In
fact, when we commenced the construc~
tion of our railways our ad. val, duties were
63, and when they were raised to 12§ per
cent , to meet our railway debt, they were
borne as eanily as the lower rates, for the
reasons he had stated. Therefore, he did
not believe it was unsound policy for the
Nova Scotia Government of that day tocon.
struct our railways as public works. With
regard to oir branch lines, however, if the
Government of Canada had any desirs to
get rid of those portions of the N, 8.
roads, which were not, now, he believed,
paying a profit, although run at but s
small loss, there was an easy way of doing
80. The late Government, with great ad-
vantage to a large section of Western Nova
Scotia, agreed to give to a company that
portion of the road extending from the
Junction of the Intercolonial to Windsor,
as & bonus, to help them in extending
further westward the Annapolis and Windy
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sor line. Without the assistance, the com.

y would not have been able to do what
it is dolng—prosecuting the work of west-
ern extension with vigor and success. He
believed they could gei their railway ex-
tended from New Glasgow to Canada so, if
they bad the road between the Junction
at Truro and New Glasgow. He was
happy to say efforts were being made to
secure that bonus . to Nova Scotia, to
promote eastern extension. He thought
they had a right to it. They had as much
right to ask, in connection with the con
struction of an inter~oceanic railway, that
they should not shut up the eastern end
at Truro or New Glasgow, as h.d the peo-
ple of British Columbis to ask that the
western end should not be stopped 100
miles from the best ocean outlet on the
Pacitio side. He had spoken at this length,
because very anxious that the impression
which the speech of the hon, mover wis
calculated to make, should not go to the
country. (Hear, hear,)

Hon, Mr, DICKEY desired to make some
explanations. He had etated that while
he was, and had always been a strong ad-
vocute of private railwsys as against Gov-
ernment, the Nova Scotia Government,
years ago, had set their faces against build.-
ing railways, and bhad stated also, with a
great deal of frankness, that very many
people in Nova Sootia believed that, had
the Government not undertaken the rail-
ways, it would have been many years be-
fore they would have been built. Mr.
Dickey then explained the circumstances
connected with the fa'lure of the private
companies to build the Mantime Province
roads. When Messrs. Peto, Jackson and
Co., wanted to0 proceed with the Nova
Bootia lines, the Government of Mr. Howe
refused permission, and when they yielded
afterwards, to the pressure ot the Opposix
tion, led by Judge Johnson, the Russian
war broke out and prevented their raising
the money, upon which the contractors
backed out. The contract as to New Bruns-
wick was likewise abandoned because,
on reaching its eastern border. the roads
oould not have been run into and through
Nova Scotia. He had stated that the
Government uf Nova Scotia had stepped
in and crushed out the Company, and on
a subsequent occasion they %revented it
from building the roads, They might
have a similar chapter to write about this
great Pacific Railway, which had first been
inthe hands of a company, but was now
in the hands of the Government. What.
ever might be the fate of it he hoped that
his hon. friend's explanations, after his
own statements, would show this House
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that this matter had not been put by the
mover of the resolution fairly before the
House, and that a wrong impression,
doubtless unintentionally, had been made
on the House, He trusted the House
would see that when oonstruction and
working expenses were mixed together,
the matter was not properly put before
the country. He was quite sure the hon.
gentleman would be willing to acknow-
ledge, after a full consideration of all the
facts, that the Confederation dil not get
such a bad bargain, when this little Pro-
vince of Nova Scouia, railways included,
entered the Union (Hear, hear )

Hon. Mr. MCLELAN said he was happy
that the hon. member for Richmond (Mr,
Miller) had made the explanations just
heard. The charge ot a deficit of $900,-
000 sounded very strong, and would have
created an eflect, if it had been correct.
The figures given by that hon, gentleman,
were about the real result. He did not
turn to the figures on this occasion, for
the reason thut the result of the working
of the last year or two was no guide for
the future. It had been correctly shown
that tne connection between the two sec-
tions of the Intiercolonial was not made
till the fall of 187:. His honourable
friend had also shown from the returns
that the portion of the road in New Brunes-
wick earned a profit of some. $10,000,while
that in Nova Scotia was worked at a loss
of only §48.000, leaving for the two sec-
tions a loss of some $34.000 after the con-
nection was made. As truly asserted by
the membher for Richmond, the result at
the end of the-year in which the two sec-
tions were connected was an expenditure
of some $300.000. The honourable mem-
ber for Cumberland (Mr. Dic-ey) had
given some explanation of the cause of
the difterence between expenditure and
incomes in the exceptional circumstances
of that w:nter. It sh.uld be borne ia
mind. also, that the road was not tinizhed.
When the road was opened a cousiderable
portion was unballasted, and there were
no 8now fences or snow sheds. The ex-
traordinary wiater of last year had stop-
ped the trade for days and weeks, occa
tioning enormous expeuse to get the
tiains through. But those defects had
been remedied as the road was finished.
During the whole of last winter over the
300 miles of road, there had not been
greater delays than a few hours at the
worst time. True, the New Brunswick
and Nova Ncotiy portions were worked
at asmall loss, but wien the trsfic of one
section was carried over the ottier a large
increase of expenditure became necessary
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to supply additional accoramodation. The
expenditure was thrown on the working of
the road, and not charged to capital, be«
cause much of it was in a number of small
sums. ‘lhe large expenditure was set
down to oconmstruction account, but the
great increase of capital towards both
ends of the line, in consequence of con
nection being made in the middle, neces-
sitated many expenditures along the
road which resulted in a loss on the whole
of some $300 000. It had been stated that
both New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
worked their roads previous to Confedera-
tion at a profit, which the records show to
be true, In both they were completed
and finished, and the whole cost was
charged to oonstruction account. They
required but very little repair ; theoutlay
upon them was much smaller than after~
wards,when they became worn down. They
might be run down again if they passed
into the hands ot private individuals, arter
having been put in first-class order. What
security would they have for companies
running and equipping them and handing
them over to the Government afterward-,
if required, in the same good state in
which they received them. That was the
difficulty the Government would have to
meet in dealing with the question of their
transfer to a private company.

Hon. Mr. MILLER thought that there
would be eatisfactory security to be found
in case of such transfer. :

Hon. Mr. MoLELAN said that companies
would insist on ruads being put in first
class order before taking them, while Gov-
ernment would not'be able to get any
security for the lines being maintained in
the same condition. Private parties would
run them purely to make money—that
was the great danger. He thought the
hon. mover of this motion would tind the
figures of the hon. member for Richmond
oorrect, and that the actual deficit was less
than one-third the amount he had stated,
and that for the reasons already given, the
tigures were of no use in guiding them in
forming an opinion as to the cost of the
working of these roads hereafter,

Hon. Mr, FERRIER raid the discussion
had been useful in bringing out the opin-
ion of the laie Government in reference
to thesse roads, including the Intercolonial.
He would regret very mucn the leasing of
these roads to individuals, He agreed
with what his hon. friend bhad just sud,
that any company would take these rosds
when finished and thoroughly equi,ped,
and run them a certin number of years,
probably 15 or 20, which was the
life time of those steel rails now
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laid, He dil not think from his experi-
ence in the Grand Trunk, that the Gov.
ercment would be justified in entertains
ing such a notion. The Grand Trunk had
leased the section from Quebec to River
du Loup for a number of years to a com-
pany, which had already run it four years,
The Grand Trunk paid, he thought, $15,-
000 for that management, providing cars,
locomotives, and everything required. A
short iime after he- was calied to the
Hosrd he guve them notice that, accord-
ing to the terms of the lease, their con.
trol of the road would terminate when the
period expired. @ What was the cons
sequence ? They offered him very
nearly the same premium or rent to aliow
them to continue the running of the road.
No stronger proof was necessary that they
were making a very handsome thing of it.
It would be the same in the case of these
Government 10ads, He would fike te im.
press upon the House the fact that though
they at present showed a deficit, they
should remember that the couantry had
benetitted by them. If a y cne would
reflect upon the amount of business trans-
acted between thore Lower Provinces
and the Weetern before Confederation
and compare it with the present, he would
see that it exceeded the former by nearly
twenty times. Look at the steamers
engaged in the Lower St. Lawrenoce trade
in summer, plying to Hlifax and St. John
and at the goods sent down by the Grand
‘Irunk-in winter, and thing of the trade
doune with tho-e Province- before Contede-
ration. The whole of them went to Boston
to the benetit of our neighbours, He re-
membered during the discuseion of Confe«
deration at Quebec the difterence of opinion
entertain.d respecting the I[ntercoionial.
He had taken a favourable view of it, and
had not changed his mind yet. If the
Government would wait till the whole
road was opened, and all its connections
formed with the Lower Province~. so that
the amount ot trade it would command
could be ascertained, he believed they
would be fully satistied. Many people

were in the habit ot expressing
opinions  without consideration. Be.
fore leasing the Intercolonial, the
Government ought fo  test it

by a year or two's experienca. The beune~
fits they would receive would, he believed,
Justify this trial He did not see why
Government should not run a railway as
well as any company, or why a railway de-
parument could not be formed by Governs
ment as well as a Board ot Works depart-
ment They should be able to mansge
better =~ than a compaoy, for if
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they bhad the line wholly - in
their own hands from River du Loup
to Halifax, they could control through
freight and business better than one or
two individuals learing a portion of the
road. He was sure the Government would
have no difficuliy in making themselves
acquainted with this work. Consider the
facilities €njoyed by merchants in the cars
risge of their goods by the Grand Trunk,
from Detroit to Portland, as compared
with those furnished by the roads from
Montreal to New York. There were fiur
or five companies concerned 1n them, and
there was no end to the difficulties as
regards freight and passengers. The
trains hardly ever ariived on time. The
Government oughi to try to work this In.
tercolonial, an exemplification of the pro.
bable benefits ot which he had given in his
reference to the portion of the Grand
Trunk between Quebec and River du Loup.
He was sure they would witness a similar
result should the Government lease the
Lower Province roads to private parties,

Hon. Mr. WAKK s«id the difference
between private and Government man.
agement was seen in the presssure put on
Ministers to reduce freights, which pressure
would not be applied to companies. He
gave instances of abuses which crept up un-
der the Government system in Nova
Scotia when cara used to carry not orvly
drivers, but their horses and wagons, to
market, instend of merely the produce to
be sold With regard to the road be
tween Shediac and St. John, there was a
pressure brought upon the Local Govern-
ment to reduce the tareas low as possible.
Under the competition with the Gulf Port
rteamers and other carriers, the freight on
flour had been reduced to 15 cts. per brl
between Shediac and St. John. No private
company could carry flour 100 miles at that
rate. If Government could resist such pres-
sure and keep rate up to a fairly remunera-
tive point, without charging either tco high
or too low, and could get honest men
to run those roads, they should be able to
manage them as well as private compa.
nies. 1f men were as careful in spending
the Government money as their own,
those railways might be worked
a8  economically under the Govern-
ment as under & company. The 107
miles from Shediac to 8t. John, was gra.
dually improving every year, under the
Commissioners appointed by the Govern.
ment. It yielded for some time before
they entered Confederation $25,000 & year
clear of all expenses.

Hon. Mr. BUTSFORD—One year nearly
$40,000.
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Hon. Mr. WARK knew it was paying
very handsomely, as well as yielding indi-
rect benefits quite equivalent to the cost
of the road although it must he admitted
it had cost more than it should have coat.
The Government were in a mnner torced
into burlding it. They had got others by
the aid of subsidies, some for 10.000 acres
a mile The railway trom Fredericton to
Riviere du Loup had “een so far entirely
constructed by private capital aod 70
miles were already made. With regard to
the Intercolonial, he believed the British
Government were decided'y desirous of
keeping it as far as possible from the
American Boundary. Bat the proper line
was not selected. If they had intended
to rem:ve it as far as possible from the
best route for traffic, they could secarcely
have iieen maore successful. It was carried
over an elevation of 500 teet, and through
as bad a country as could have been select-
ed, while the cost of the Miramichi and
other bridzes would be euormous. After
orossing the Miramichi the road entered a
wretch-d regioa of barrens and swampes,
while it might have been carried through
a country cultivable and containing 20,000
inhabiiants, !

After some further remarks by Hon.
Messrs. Ferrier, Wark, Miller and a few
observations from Hon. Mr. Ferguson,
who thought that a portion of the In«
tercolonial might have been better lo-
cated,

Hon Mr. M"LELAN replied that the
task of loc.tion had given the engineers
and Commussioners a great deal of anxiety,
as every one was interested in having the
line run properly. After much examina-
tion the line was locuted. The engineers
and the Committee of Public Accounts of
the other House,had had the subject of the
construction of the Intercelonial before
them for a rumber of years, as also the
subject of the location, not so much as a
question between the Northern and Cen-
tral Route, but as regards the proper lo-
cation of the Northern, and after ample
investigation, he thought the Committee
was satisfied that, taking the Northern
route, they had got the best line in the
general interest, both as regards the elea
ment of expenditure and the traffic likely
{0 be obtained.

Bon. Mr. HOWLAN said the question
of the right of Government over railways
had occupied the attention of Congress as
well as that of the English House of Com-
mons. It had been distinctly laid down
by that House that it was not to the
interest of any country that any great
thoroughfare should be put into the hands
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of the Government.  This being the case
he should be sorry were the experience of
Great Britain and the United States to be
lost on this Dommion. He felt surprised
that hon. gentlemen should either place
to the credit or discredit of any particular
province the Intercolonial Railway, which
was for tne benefit of the whole Dominion.
It wsa designed to connect the manutac-
turing poriions of the oountry with the
non-manufacturing. It was for that object
alone the great expenditure on it had been
incurred. The great buildings at Moncton,
at present, struck the stranger with sur-
priee, being equalled only by the Grand
‘Irunk workshops at Montreal It was at
Monoton the whole of the business of the
Intercolonial would be done. He hoped
theirrailw y system would be developed,
and properly managed, 8o that the Do-
minion would not be depemdent upon the
neighbouring Republic for seaports in
winter. They had now to travel round by
American territory to get to St. John.
With direct connection with that port and
Halifax, he did not see why Canada should
not have all the carrying trade of the West,
the value of which could scarcely be ex-
ageerated. He thought that, whitever
might be said as to short lines, that to
ut the main trunk lines into the
nds of corporations, to make what tariffs
they saw t:t, would be a mistake. It
would ke one of the most unfortunate
things that could happen to & oquutry to
place its trade and communications at the
mercy of private organizations. (Hear,
hear.)

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER in reply to the
charge of having unfairly stated his case,
and used incorrect figures, maintained that
his resolution relsted to the question as
to what was the excess of the expenditure
as compared with the revenue of the Gove
ernment railways, He had made no dis.
tinction between those railways. He
merely drew from the public acoounts the
tigures which he challenged the hon. mem-
ber for Richmond (Mr. Milier) to say were
not correct. He did distinguish between
construdtion account and working ex-
i:mep. As to the requirements of the

tercolonial in the course of next year,
had it not been finished with steel rails
independent of local management ?
Surely it could not, after a few months
running require any expenditure for con«
struction or repair. The object of his
motion was to shew that the work~
ing of those roads by the Government
entailed a large annual expenditure over
receipta. He felt sure they would have
the same tale every year under this sys-
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tem. He granted the honeit manage.
ment of those roads, believing that
a more upright man  than
Mr. Carvell did not exist, but he believed
Government possession or management
was not wise or sound policy. If the
Grand Trunk had been worked as a Gov-
errment emierprise it would have come
year after year to Parliament for millions
of money. The Uovernment did rght,
after giving it twenty millions, to place it
in the charge of a powerful company.
They saw how. under the able manages
ment of Mr, Brydges, a road which was
nearly bankrupt a few years ago had been
brought to a state of efficiency without
costing the country anything. 1t was only
indesp tic countries that railways could
be worked by Government to adivantage.

Hon. Mr, FERRIER said the construc.
tion of the Grand Trunk had cost the
country bus little. The Dominion would
never make such & bargain agsin a8 was
made in the building of that railway.
There was no comparison in this case.

Hon. Mr. MILLER swd the hon, mover
had not touched his figures in the slightesat
degree. Although a section of the Iatera
colonial was in running condition in Nov,,
1872, it was not finished ; it had not been
ballasted.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE referred to
the successful working of postal routes
and telegraph lines ia Ergland, asinstan-
ces of what might be achieved hy good
1n the Lower Provinces the
railways paid their working expenses, and
more previous to Confederation, while they
had all the time indirectly made a liberal
return in assisting the séttlement of the
country and development of its resources.
Though not now paying back, directly,
what was spent on them, they were doing
good eervice to the trade of those Pros
vinces, There was not in the whole of
America a superior road to that portion of
the Intercolonial between Truro and Am.
herst, or one safer or more agreeable to
the traveller. The present connections of
the Western with thé Eastern Provinces,
had immensely enhanced the trade of the
former, which had risen from $400,000 be-
fore Confederation to many millions, a
large portion. of which was carried on by
cash payments to the west. The eastern
men rejoiced at the progress of the west,
and desired to see all parts of the Domins
ion flourish alike. They did not grudge
the improvement of the Western Canalsor
the St. Lawrence. The more they did to
develope the large means and resouroes
which Providence had placed within their
grasp, the better would be the position of
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this country, and the more contented and
happy all classes of its people. (Cheers.)

Hon. Mr. READ thanked the honorable
gentleman whose motion had elicited this
disoussion, which had put a little life into
the Chamber, aad led members to com-
pare notes, also raising the question of
what was best for the public interest. He
believed Government could manage a large
interest, and compete successfully with
private enterprire. He tbought that the
railways would be better in their hands
than in those of private companies. There
was a growing desire in England that the
Govérnment should assume the railways,
now that they worked the telegraph lines
successfully. If the roads under Govern.
ment management did not pay, the whole
oountry would bear the loss

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER eaid the Govern-
ment had no objection whatever to grant
this address. Much bad been said about
the proper policy for the Government in
regard to the management of those public
works, but it would be absurd to expect
them to announce any policy on the suba
Jject before their completion. At present
only some links of tids Grand Trunk road
from Quebec to Halifax were made. Some

of the sections had been open for a short.

period, and eome not meuntioned in the ad.
dress, including that from Trois Pistoles to
Rimouski, in operation for a few months,
had been worked at a decided disadvan~
tage. Large sections might be worked to
advantage, but not small ones, which re«
quired a¢ large an amount of plant, and as
1aany officers as the others, though thedus
ties would not occupy all their time, The
Government were unable to say ®hat
would be the loss by the working of the
Intercolonial ; but there was no reason to
expect anything else for a long time than
an excess of expenditure as compared
with earnings. .But on the other hand
this road had been accepted as one of the
necessities of Confederation. There was,
of course, a difference of opinion as to the
good or bad looation of the line. He had
his own opinion on the subject,
really believing .. that the pre:ent
location h.d the approbation of the
Imperial Government, without which
we should not have obtamed the
guaraates of the loan, by which the money
on procured at a lower rate than was
otherwise possible,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT was understood to
express disbelief as to the Imperial Goy.-
ernment’s action respecting the location,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER replied thit the

. gentleman, who was a Minister at the
time (Mr. Campbell) had stated that that
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Government had something to do with it .
The completion and working of the Inter-
colonial would doubtless entail a large ex-
pense, but he thought the hon. mover was
nmiistaken as to the largeness of the differ-
ence between outlay and income of
these Government roads. Putting it at
$900 000 was going too far by a half. He
did not believe that, up to the time this
road would be fully open, it would be pos-
sible for Government to work it them-
selves. The section from Riviere du Loup
to Rimouski was worked by the pnarties
who had the contract for building them.
1t cost les to have such sections worked
by companies, which had all the plant,
than by the Government, He did not be-
lhieve the N, 8. and N. B. sections had
created as large a diflerence against the
Exchequer as was represented. (The hon,
gentleman concluded by miking a suge
gestion with a view to secure regularity
of procedure in the conduct of the
business of the House as well as economy
of time.)
Motion carried,

BRITISH AMERICAN ASSURANCE CO.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN “moved the second
reading of the British American Assur-
ance Company Amendment Bill, and brief.
ly explained 1ts objecis, one of which was
to amend their old Act of Incorporation,
to allow them to,invest, their funds ia
Dominion Municipal, and foreign securi-
ties, bonds and mortgages, and in mopex
tary inatitutions of the Dominion. By the
original Act they were only allowed to in-
vest their surplus funds in municipal de-
bentures and mortgages or real estate.
They asked also to b allowed to niake
deposits of money or securities in foreign
parts. They were desirous of doing busi~
ness in the United States, but by the laws
of some of them they required, as a pre.
limipary to imake a deposit of a cers
tain amount in money or securities,

- which they wanted to be able to do. The

Company further wished power to call on
additional stock, and were desiyous of
doing 8o, of enlarging their capital before
going into an extensive business. The
last thing they acked was an aniendment
permitting a Director of the Company t0 -
accept office in any other insurance comw«
pany that might appoint him.
Motion carried.

HURON AND OTTAWA R.}ILWAY.

Hon. Mr. RYAN presented & petition
from the Montreal Board of Trade, setting
forth that  this railway would form the
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shortest line between a.safe and conveni«
ent harbor on Georgian Bay, and the head
of ocean navigation at Montreal, and
praying for a thorough exploration of the
country before any route was decided
upon.

On motion of Hon. Mr. LETELLIER,
the House adjourned at a quarter to six
o'clock. )

The Copyright

Fripsy, April 24,
The House met at three o’clock.

COMMUNICATION WITH BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

Bor. Mr. MACDONALD, of Victoria,
BC., moved ‘ 1hat an humble Address be
presented to Hi- Excellency the (Governor
General, for copies of all instructions given
to any Engineer or other person toex
amine into the practicability of a Mixed
Land and Water I'rans Continental Com=
munication with British Columbia. and for
coj ies of any reports received from such
Ebgineer or other person, and for copies of
any other reports ar papers on the subject
of the feasibility of using the waters of the
Saskatchewan River for navigation pur-
poses during a portion of the year.”” [he
mover said he merely asked the House to
pass the resolution as it stood. If the
Government had any information on the
subject he should be obliged to them for
giving it. .

The mntion was seconded by the Hon.
Mr. CORNWALL,

Hon. Mr. SCOT [ replied—The Govern-
ment had no objection to grant the ad-
drese, but he was not aware that any ins
struciions had been g:ven to any of the
engineers to report on the sulject in
question. Mr. Sandford Fleming was pre-
paring a report which would very shortly
be submitted. He thought it was now in
print, and that in it was discusscd the
feasibliity of the proposed scheme of the
Government. They would be very happy
te bring down any papers that bore on the
question. There were mone in the form
vontemplated by the motion.

In reply to Hon, Mr CAMPBELL. Hon,
Mr. SCUIT said the information to be sub-
mitted was the result of Mr. Fleming’s ob«
servations in years past, not of observa.
tions since the (Government scheme was
proposed. It would have been utterly
impossible to have obtained surveys and a
report within this last period.

Hon. Dr, CARRALL—Do I understand
you to say the Government hive prepared
a scheme ?
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Yes ; a scheme for
the connection of this oountry, by land
and water, with British Columbia. He
thought the hon. gentleman was aware of
it.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL -1 was not,

Hon. Mr. SCUT I'—Iltis generally known,
however.

Question.

THE COPYRIGHT QUESTION,

Hon Mr RYAN said—The subject to
wh'ch 1 huwve to call the attention of the
Government by my enquiry ot to~day, is a
very oid one. It is one which has been
before this House rince 1868, and, 1 regret
to say.without much effect having been pro.
duced 10 the direction which the House
desires, I hope that the House has not
lost its intereat; I am sure the country,
generally, has not lost its interest in the
subject of giving to  Canadian
priuters  the same facilities and
privileges which are enjoyed by the
printers of other parts of this Continent,
I regret very much to see ithat my honour-
able iriend, to whose department my en-
quiry more particularly applics, the Minis-
ter of Agriculture, is not in his place, be-
owuse from him, when sitting on the op-
position side ot the House, I always received
a great deal of encouragement und assist«
ance, when, from time to time, 1 brought
this subject before it. I will just recall
some circumstances conpected with the
the subject of reprinting British ocopy-
1ights in London, and the action taken in
regard to it here and elsewhere,
whiah, without troabling the House
with many details, will elu. idate the pre-
sent position of the question. After striv-
ing for four years, irom 1868 to 1872,
against very adverse circumstances, we
induced the Goverument of that day, which
indeed, always gave a-sistance in promot.
ing the object in view, to introduce a bill
which would have settled the question
wmost effectually, completely and satiefic.
torily to Canada. That bill was brought
up in this House ang went down and
passed also in the Houde of Commones, and
subsequently was with other bills submit-
ted for the Royal assent at the close of the
session of 1872. But I regiet to say, that
for reasons which, 1 suppose, were deemed
sufficient the bill was reserved for Her
Majesty’s pleasure, and has been left in
abeyance ever since; now, although 1 have
more than onoe asked the question whetber
any despatches as to the Koyal assent hav«
ing Leen given, had been received, by the
Dominion Government. 1 am sorry to say
up to this period, no intimation has been
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made to this Parliament or by Royal Pro-
clamation or otherwise, that the Royal
assent to this bill had been obtained. The
eftect of no Royal Proclamation issuing,
or any (Government announcement of
the bills having received the Royal
as-ent being made before the 14th
June mnext, will be that this Act
will fall as & dead letter, will be inopera.
tive, and no longer of any value or avail.
I think it, therefore, most incumbent
upon the Government, whose leader in
this House, when in opposition, sane.
tioned and assisted in passing this bill—
to bestir themselves, and scertain
pefore the 14th of June has been reached,
whether Her M 1jesty’s lmperial Govern-
ment may not be induced without further
delay to consider this meazure in the in.
terest of Cinada, that it may receive the
Royal assent befure the expiration of the
period required by law. ‘the bill is very
short, but it amply provides for the wants
whichh the printing industry of Canada
feels it is necessary to supply. [t gives
our own printers under cer:ain conditions
and restrictions, and with certain pro-
visions, saving the inteiests of authors,
yublishe’s, aud ¢ 'pyright holders, in Great
Britain and Ireland, the same privileges
epjoyed by printers on the other side of
the line. It places the Canadian printer,
subject to those conditions, in the same
position as the American, with regsrd
to the printing of British copyrights. sny
hon. gentleman can see from the bill, a
copy of whicu I hold in my hand, that it
provides amply and caretully for the re~
muneration of copyright Lotders or authors;
that it precludes the printers of this coun-
try from republishing works of British copy
right witheut a license from Government,
and subject to paying ocertain amounts
stijulated in tbe bill, which conditions
would have been perfectly satisfactory to
the great majority of British authors, But
unfortunately the gquestion has been op-
posed by apowerful interest, an influential
association of publishers in England. I
diseriminate between publishers and auw
thors. A very powerful combination ot
publisher: in Eogland have exercised the
influence which they probably most de-
servedly possess, with the Imperial Gov~
ernment, to oppose our bill, and the conse-
quence is that it the Hoyal sanction is with-
held tor two months longer the bill will
fall a dead letter, and thus after
six years of hard work to get
the grievance this bili deals with remedie i,
we shall find ourselves no further advanced
than at the outset of our labours, and i1he
American publishers can continue to send
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in works without any, or small remunera-
tion to British authors, and can put upon
the Canadian market articles which our
own people are prevented from producing.
There is one feature In this matter whicha
I can not help referring to. Formerly we
hAd ‘the assistance of a very able agent in
London, who went heart and soul into the
vie -8 of this Bouse, the House of Com-
mons and the country, exerted himself to
promote the passing of this bill, or to pro-
cure the adoption of some other measure
by the Imperial Government which would
have reached the same end, if not in so
satisfactory a manner, yet in & manner at
least approiximately satisfactory to Canada.
But, 1 am sorry to ay, 1 believe we shall
lose the advantage of that advocacy now,
in London and that the gentleman who
has lately been appointed as Agent-Gene-
ral for Canada is, if [ am rightly informed,
adverse to the objects of this bill—(Hear,
hear and a laugh) —and auverse, in this
particular. to promoting the interests of
the printers and publishers of the Demin.
ion. which he now represents in England.
Without further trespassing upon the
time of the House, 1 shall make the enquiry
standing on tae orders of the day.

Hon Mr. S8 JOTT—the bill has not been
sanctioned. 1 believe [ am safe in saying
that one of the reasons was the intention
of the Imperisl Government to introduce
a new bill, which it is desired to bring all
the Colonies under. Whether such a bill

Question,

"¢1n be framed —one that would satisfy the

authors as regards this country and the
other colonies, I am unable to say. I have

listened with a good dealof interest to the
historical sketch, which my hon. friend has
given, of the difficulties of putting on the
Suatute book the measure of 1872; butl
heard with some Jdegree of regret the stric-
tures oa the new Agent of the Dominion
in London. I was not aware he could be
quoted in any way inimical to the interests
of the country, or of Canadian publishers.
- Hon. Mr, RYAN—I have my informae
tion from a gentleman who heard the ob-
jections stated by Mr. Jenkins to this par.
ticular bill, and to the conceasions it asks
for Canada.

Hon. Mr SCOTT—He had nothing to do
with the refusal of the royal assent to the
bill, . -

Hon, Mr RYAN—| never attributed
this to him. I merely stated he was
adverse toit, Sir Jobn Hose, who pre-
ceded him, according to the gemeral un«
derstanding, had advocated a measure of
arrangemen’ on this subject, very warmly
sod stroogly ;" and I wus sorry t0 hear,
from a gentieman who said he bad it from
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Mr. Jenkins himself, that he was opposed
to granting the concessions to Canada.
which she asked for, and which would be
secured by the bill, I am quite aware ot
the different bills whbich emanated from
official sources in England ; and, indeed,
have copies of some of them, but unfor~
tunately nothing practical in regard to
them has yet been done. Bills will come,
and bills will go, but the disability re.
mains, 1 am afraid forever. (Laughter.)
My only object in introducing this ques-
tion, and in making the remarks which
have fallen from me, was to induce the
Gcvernment to take strenuous and
immediate action in this matter. (Hear,
hear.)
Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL said, I simply rise
to impress on the Government the im-
portance of endeavoring to procure the
assent of the Crown to legisiate in this
ocountry. .[he legislation, or views {ormed
in the Imperial Parliament on this subject,
it seems to me—I| speak with great defer-
enoe to the views of legal gentlemen—are
adverse to the rights given to this coun-
try, which included legislation withregard
to all matters ¢ ncerning the weal of the
goople. The view taken by the Imperal
overament is, or was, that copy right re-~
wmains a subject for legislation, exclusively
by the lmperial Parliament, not only in
reference to Great Britain and Ireland, but
to all the colonies. Whea this bill was
sent home it was urged by the then Gov-
ernment, that that was not the legal view
. of the Parliament of this country as to tue
powers of the British Parliament, but
that the right to legislate on copy right,
. as well as all other subjects, was given to
this Legielature by the constitution, and
that the bill we had passed was in strict
oonformity with our powers and position,
and that we ought to be allowed 0 legis-
late on the subject. I hope the present
Government will not lose sight of this
matter, but will endeavour, as the last
did, to assert and maintain the 1ights of
the Parliament of the people of this coun-
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try.

Hon, Mr. PENNY—I rise to support as
sirongly as I can the proposition of the
hon. gentleman beside me (Mr. Ryan)—
that the Government should assist in every
way in their power the aemand of the
people of this country for the privileges
which this Copyright Act confer on them.
I think no conflict of interests need arise
under it, but that publishers and authors
_could arrange the matters of their respec
tive right among themselves, without
hurting «nyone. S0 far a8 the British Gov-
ernment is concerned, they have taken the
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view that copyright is a thing they should
protect on account of the piracies 80 com-
mon all over the world; and if this bill
was an attempt at this offence, or de-
signed to encourage it, I should be the last
person to give it any support. As I under~
stand, it leaves the matter of republishing
between the Canadian printer and Bris
tish author, and they are the parties who
should deal with it. There is one other
point I wieh to notice, and that is as to the
English agencies, { never understood
that Mr. Rose was an agent of these Pros
vinces, in London. If he was, his was an
appointment not made publio. 1f he was
what is called by the French an officious
agent, instead of an official ageant, 1 hope
we shall still bave the advantages of his
friendly services, As to the present
agent, Mr, Jenkins, whatever his own
views may be, he must make them subser-
vient and sunordinate to those of the Gov-
ernment which he represents; he must
set forth only our opinions. Wkether his
own be ressonable or unreasonable, it
seems to me they can't poassibly interfere
with his action as the agent of this Govern-
ment, at least they should not be allowed
to do so. I am glad to hear that vhe hon,
gentleman from Kingston (Mr. Campbell)
is nowso ready to support the desire of
this country to legislate for itself without
reference to the British Government.

Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL—I introduced
this very bill,

Hon. Mr. PENNY—Well, I think there
are some historical events to show that in-
terference on the partof the British Gov-
ernment has taken place, with far less con-
stitutional warrant. As to the views of the
British Government on these matters, 1
think that acts huve been disallowed on
the opinions ot the Crown officers as indi-
vidual lawyers without remonstrance trom
the late Gover: ment, and this seems to
me {0 have less constitutional warrant than
the failure to assent to the law.,

Hon Mr, CAMPBELL—I shall be very
glad to defend the course of the late Gov-
ernment with regard to any of its acts,
when they come up in proper time.

PRINCE EDWARD'S ISLAND.

Hon. Mr. ,HOWLAN enquired whether it
was ths inténtion of the Governmeat to
repairand finish the breakwater at Tiguish,
Prince Edward Island, this year, in ac.
cordance with the report of Mr. Perley,
Civil Engineer of the Public Werks De-
partment ?

Hon Mr. SCOTT replied the subjeét nas
brought under the attention of the Min~

Question.
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ister of Public Works by gentlemen who
represent the Island, and others, some
ten days ago ; and the order, he thought,
was given for commmencing the repairs
immediately.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN said he was glad to
hear it.

Miscellaneous

NEW LIGHT HOUSES.

Ho~x. Mr. HOWLAN asked whether it
was the intention of the Government to
cause light houses to be erected at Kil«
- are Cape, West Cape, and Miminogash,

rince Edward Island, during the present

v, and it not at thcse points, then

+@ in said island it is inteaded to erect
.avm? He said be spoke in the interest
of the trade of Quebec, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, also. At some harbours
there were white lights, so that mistakes
were made during togs, in some instances
with the result of great loss. Proper
lighthouses at those points were neeaed
by all the shipping frequenting the Gult.

Hon. Mr. SCOI'T said it was intended to
erect lighthouses at West Caje and, possi-
bly, in the future, at some other pointor
points indicated on the paper, and at such
other places as necessity might dictate.
But for the present it was decided to com-
mence immediately only at West Cape.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN urged the necessity
of lighthouses at the other points a:80. as,
without them the one promised imme
diately would but tend to complicate mat~
ters. .

LOWER PROVINCE RAILWAYS.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD rose to propose
the motion on this subject, standing on
the paper in his name. He said it was in-
timately connected with the motion passed
yesterday with regard to the luropean
and North American and Intercolonial
roads. The subject of these roads deserved
the anxious care and consideration of tke
Government. Notwithstanding the able
explanations and statements given by
several members from the Maritime Pro-
vinces, yesterday, in regard to the works
ing of the Government railways there,
having note of all the facts, he had to
confess he was not satisfied with the
returns shown for the year ending June,
1873. Nodoubt it was & year of excep-
tional circamstances, for it was known that
during five years previous, the cars of the
European -and North American road had
uot, at any time, been delayed twenty-four
hows. The year of exceptional snow
storms had greatly increased the cost ot
workjng. There was, perhaps, & gdod deal
of mismanagement in the two untavorable

8
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years, still the average receipts on only a
small portion of that road, not half, being
worked since Confederation, amounted to
some $25,000 a year over and above work-
ing expenses. There were abuses in the
management under the Government ot that
time, which he hoped did not now exist.
Still that prompted the ¢nquiry why,
since those abuses had been done away
with, the returns were unfavorable as re-
gards the net pioceeds of the working of
theroad? Under the former management
1,000 perscns had the 1ight to travel on
that road free, and within six months some
575 availed themselves ot it I'ne working
expenses for 1873 were a much larger sum
than the returce, but the freight and pas.
senger traflic had wonderfully increased. A
tew years ago there was butone first-class
passenger car on the road, and twelve pas-
sengers Were consliered sn average num-
ber. Since tkis road bhud been connected
with H4bi:ax, however, by s portion of the
Intercolonial there were generally two pas-
senger cars, well filled, besides second-
class cars ; and on parts of Lbat road they
were sven running twice a day. The facts
in respect to this roal were ot a nature to
warrant the expecta 1yn of a more favoura
able return than had been mude for 1873,
allowing for all drawbacks. He thought
this road would pay in a few years 84 per
cent , besides working expenses It was
one of the most favourable lines in the
Dowinion, in excellent repair, and cons
nected with the United States, Nova Sco-
tia, and other Uapadian lines. Une ex»
planation of the deficient returns of the
road was its having been allowed to rum
down by the Buperintendent, probably
with the sanction of the Department of
Public Works. The locomotives wor¢ out,
and were insuflicient in number, also. it
was likely the authorities desired
to avoid expenditure, to show that the
railway was a profitable one. There
was therefore inadequate accommodation
for the freight and other business oftering.
He mentioned this fact because he saw a
very large item in the public accounts,
$380,108, spent, during the year. for main-
tenance of way and works. He was con-
vinced that if properly managed, this rail.
way would prove to the Dominion a most
valuable and profitable public work, He
moved, that an humble Address be pre~
sented to His Excellency the Governor
General. praying that His Excellency will
be pleased to cause to be liid before this
House & Return shewing the respective
rates of the tariff imposed on passengers
and goodson the European and North
American and Intercolonial Railways in the
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Provinoes of Nova Sootia and New Brunse
wick, stating the difterences of such tani,
if any, between St. John and the boundary
)ine, and from the said boundary to Hali-
fax, and between any stations thereof.
Also, a Beturn of any regulations or in-
structions as to the issuing of family
ticketa or free passes, if any, and by whode
author1ty.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY seconded the motion.

Hon. Mr, 8COT [ said he had no objecs
tion to it. The attention of the Govern=
ment would, no doubt, be directed to the
management of the roads in the Lower
Provioces at a very early day, As to the
free passes spoken of, he had learned that
they were confined to the members of the
Local Government, when travelling on ofti-
cial business.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON said he heartily
endorsed every word as to the capabilities
of this railway and its advantages. There
was not & better hundred miles of road in
the Dominion, ror was there any that
would pay better if properly attended to,
if the accounts were properly kep!, and it
a connection was made with the United
Svates roads by bridge across the River St.
John. (Hesr, hear.) He was perfectly sat.
isfied when this road was thus connected
with United States and Canadan lines, it
would pay more than six per cent, and far
from . being a burden to the Doniinion
would be a bonus of a little over the full
cost of the road.

Atter some conversation the matter
dropped.

SECTIONS 4 AND 7 INTERCOLONIAL.,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY explained the cir-
cumstances connected with the abandonw
ment of those sections by the contractors
who undertook to build them, in 1869, and
the consequent sudden discharge of hun-
dreds of workmen, many & long way from
home, and the non-payment of their
wages. BSome were owed for from one to
three months’ labour. A report of the
sums due had been made, but up to the

present all the claims had not been set.’

tled. He would move that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Exocellency will be pleased to cause to be
laid before the House a statement of the
amount of unpsid claims on Sections 4 and
7 respectively, of the Intercolonial Rail-
way presented to and reported on by Mr.
C. Bohreiber, C. E., also a statement of the
amounts in all, paid on account thereof by
the Intercolonial Commissioners and by
Mr Schreiber, respectively.

2. Whether the balance of these claims
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or (if any) what proportion thereof will be
puid, and whether labourers’ unpaid claim
for work doue under sub-coatractors will
be respected ?

Hon. Mr. BCOTY requested the hon,
gentleman to allow the matter to stand
over tor the present, his attention having
been called to it only at three o’clock to-
day. He was consequently unable to give
any answer.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY consented.

DISMISSALS.

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved that an bum«
ble address be presented to the Governor
General, praying that His Exoellency
cause to be laid before the Senate all let-
ters. petitions, or papers, relating to the
appoiotment or removal of Emile Mou.
chette from -the office ot keeper of the
way post office at Acadiayille, in the
County ot Ri:hmond, N. 8., and also of
all papers relating 10 the appointment ot
his successor, or praying for the removal
of the lattér. The dismiseal of Mr Mou~
chette, of which he [M-. Miller] come
plained, was made by the late Govern-
‘ment. Iwo years ago the way office in
question was held by a Mr. Boedet, from
whom it was taken in consequence of
the inconvenience ot the locality, and
for no other reason, as nothing could
he alleged against Bosdet, who is a very
respectable man. When the removal of
the office was decided on, the late Post.
master General had asked him (Mr, Miller)
to name his successor, although he had no
desire to do so. The office was, therefore,
given to Mr. Mouchette, as the most suit-
able person in the District, and the latter
took it more to oblige his neighbors than
for personal advantage. Last winter it
was rumoured in the settlement that
Mouchette was going to be removed, and
the people got up a remonstrance, signed
by three-fourths of the inhabiants,
against such a step, and sent it to him.
He spoke to the late Postmaster General
and was assured that nothing of the kind
was intended, and the petition was not,
theretore, presented. Early in the sum.
mer, however, Mouchette was removed
without notice or charge made against
him, he believed, at the instance of the
member for the county. Mouchette then
applied to the Department for the grounds
of his dismissal, but no attention was paid
to his application. He did not care for
the office, and would not take it sgain,
but he considered that his dismissal ims
plied mal-practice, and might be so
looked upon by some people. The dis-
missal was a mean and unjust action, and

Business.
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discreditable to the Government that
made it. 1t had po other cause than to
please a political partisan, and this the
papers would show. It wasa emall busi-
ness for a Government to dismiss a way
office keeper, with a salary of a few dollars,
oa political grounds. He (Mr. Miller)
understood that-an attempt #as now being
made, but notin the interest of Mouchette,
to remove the present incumbent,
Mr. Poan, who was also a very respectable
man, but might not, perhaps, be a favor.
ite with some people in the District. But
no charge to justify removal could be laid
against him. His object in making the
motion was to vindicate Mouchette, and
put the Goversment on _their guard
against being led into the mistake towards
his sucoessor, that the late Postmaster
General had fallen into, the three men
who had held this petty office during the
past two years were among the best men
i1 the township, and he did not want to
see the Government of the ocountry
brought :nto further contempt by another
removal till there was ssmething to jus-
“f, itc .

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he was sorry
be could not throw any light on the com-
plaint which the hon. gentleman had made.
He would have to claim the usual refuge
or exemption of Ministers, theraselves, mn
the shape ot silence till the papers came
down. (Laughtér). He remembered
nothing of the subject, and. prayed for a
suspension of judgment till the papers
arrived, (Hear, hear and reaewed
laughter.) Motion carried.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER moved the ses
cond reading of the bill to prevent the
adulteration of food. He pointed out the
necessity of some measure to prevent the
adulteration of the food and drink of pho
people, in the interest of honesty, morality,
and publio bealth. The practice, in ques.
tion, was an old one, known to all ocoun.
tries, and it involved a fraud upon the pur-
chasers and consumers of commodities, in
addition to other evils, He commented
upon the ills produced by a free indul«
genoce in drink, the deleterious effects of
which were largely due to the presence of
fureiga and poisonous substances. There
were irequent cases of delirum tremens,
many paticnts at the honil‘t:ll and asylums,
and much misery of all kinds in the homes
of the people., In bread slum, alkali and
plaster were put ; milk was reduced with
water and chalk, and pickles and other ar-
ticles of food and liquors were mixed with
hurtful substances, by which the copsumer
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‘was cheated. He advooated the framing of

the bill ia & manner to characterize adult-
eration a fraud, and hoped it would be
completed and perfected in the other
branch of the Legisleture.

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD seconded the
motion,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said he was entirely
in acoord with his hon. friend the mover
a8 to the sim of this bill, if they had the
constitutionsl right to pass it. He was
much impressed with the hon. gentleman's
observations touching one part of the bill,
that relating to drinks, (Hear, hear, and
a laugh.) The subject was ocertainly im-
portant, but he had doubts as to the con-
stitutional rights of the House to pass this
act. The matter was not only within the
competency of the Local Legislatures, but
had been actually dealt with by them. The
constitution placed all classes of questions
relating to the public health within the
power of the vincial Legielatures.
With regard to that clsss of questions, no
legislation could pass in this House. He
would probably be answered that this bill
gave the power of imprisonment, but the
Union Act declared that the imposition of
penalties by fine or imprisonment should
be one of those rights belonging to the
local legislatnre. In Novwa Scotia, at any
rate, there had been stringent legislation
as to all matters of food. If this was a
subject of législation for this Parliament
tken thelocal legislation in question was
mere waste psser.

Hon, Mr. BUREAU said he thought the
bill was within the jurisdiction of this Par-
liament. In the first place the criminal
law lay within- the functions of Parlia-

ment. The author of the bill sed
to class adulteration among crim acts,
What was a criminal act? One punighable

by fine or imprisonment. The till pro-
vided that adulteration should be pun.
ished by fine, penalty or imprisonment.
In libel cases, also, the punishment was by
fine or imprisonment., He argued that the
local legislatures had concurrent jurisdic.
tion with Parliament in oftences like
adulteration, and cited the Union Act to
show the extent of the powers of
the smaller bodies.  They could set
up munioipal institutions, and confer upon

. them power to try oftenders, and punish

ty fine or imprisonment. Municipal au-
thorities had power given thein to inspect
meat, bread, milk, and such neceasaries,
and to punish frauds in oconneotidn with
them. He contended Parliamert had a
right to pass this bill, or ensot any other
oriminal law. He thought she soul of the
bill was omitted, becsuse it provided no
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machinery for applying or enforcing its
provisions. In this respect it differed
from the lmperial Act of 1872 after
which it was copied. Without this ma.
chinery it would remain a dead letter,
Before the bill was passed, it would have
to be amended in the direction of the Im-
perial Act ip this respect. Be believed a
remer'y for the evils it struck at must be

ad%pted.

on, Mr, KAULBACH made some use-
ful suggestions for the improvement of
the bill, and pcinted cut that it recogs
nised no diflerence between the person
who sold adulterated articles unwillingly,
and him who sold them with a knowledge
of their condition. Hé commended the
attempt to put a stop to this class of
offences, and urged the importance of
supplying the people with pure articles of
diet. He wasglad to see this bi!l intro
duced, but hoped it would be amended
and remdered more efiective. [Hear,

hear.] ‘

Hon. Mr. WILMOT aleo bore testimony
to the evil eflects of the common practice
of adulteration. Much of the injury pro-
duced by liquors was due to it, as the old
fellows ot the Lower Provinces who
formerly got good old Jamaica rum, who
drank it freely, so that they might ke
described as preserved in spirits—(laugh
ter)—enjoyed excellent health and lived
to a good old age. The present forty-rod
sold and got from the States created great
mischief. Bread and snuff were also adul-
terated tie latter with ground glass which,
though capital for killing rats - (laughter)
— was not good for taking into the head.
He hoped this bill would become law.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he thought there
was little or no difference of opinion with
regard to the objects of this bill; the
only point on which there would
be any difficulty, was the constitutionality
of the action of the House in the matter.
Had the House power to deal with the
measure ! The only way to judge of ihe
question was to look at the essence of the
oftence, The best test of the line that
divided criminal from civil offances was the
old common law. The hon. gentleman
here quoted English legal authorities
which showed that the offence of food
adulteration, or the giving of unwholes
some food wus indictavle at common law
before there was any statute law on the
subject ; also the decision of the judges to
the same eftect in the case of the furnish-
ing ot unwholesome food to the French

risoners of war. He argued at some
ength that this subject came within the
purview of the criminal law, the offence

Adulteration of
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+imed at having been always one at com.
mon law, and that it an act was a crime,
on the highest legal authority, it could
only be dealt with by thi# Parliament.
The Local Legislatures might have the
power of dealing with other matters, outs
side of the criminal code, an ! of imposing
tive and imprisonment, but that did not
give them any criminal jurisdiction where
the oftence to be fined and imprisoned for
was not in ite nature or per se & criminal
offence. It was not because fine and impris
sonment might be inflicted by a Local Le-
gislature, that all offences,involving fine and
imprisonment must come before it. He be.
lieved it was the general opinion this bill
should be passed. Its defects, its lack of
the necessary machinery Yo carry it into
operation, it might not be competent for
this House to supply, as this would involve
expenditure and taxation. There was
more than one way in which the provis«
sions of the mea:ure might be carried
out. In the machinery of the weights and
measures bill, a change could be made
empowering inspectorsto get samples of
the goods supposed to be adulterated,
and carry them to a Provincial analyst,
who could easily report on their character.
The Act might be worked in a way to cost
the country little or nothing,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY replied to the last
speaker's legal argument, contending
that though this Parliament bad a right to
deal with crimes and indictable offences, it
might not interfere with those to be dealt
with summarily, which came within the
scope of the Local Legislature. He ia-
stanced cases of assault and battery, for
which persons might be tried on an indicts
ment or summarily. la the latter case
the Provincial Legislation was the means
applied. He Jailed to find that
in matters like adulteration the two Iegis~

“latures had concurrent jurisdiction. Ifthe
Jocal legislatures had no power to legis-

late on this subjeot, then they would have
a very considerable portion of the revised
statutes of Nova Scotia swept away, Ina
word legislation, with regard to crimes
tried by indictment, was with the Federal
Parliament, but that with regard to of-
fences punished summarily belonged to
the local Houses. d

After sorme further remarks from
Messrs. BUREAU and MILUER,

Hon. Mr. SCOUT said he believed that
adulteration would be a crime at common

law, and fell within the jurisdiction of this

House. But he thought the matter clear
from the B. N. A. Act itself, which gave
the Dominion Parliament jurisdiction in
all matters not specifically assigned to the
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local. The regulation of trade and coms
merce was assigned to the Dominion,
which fact, in connection with the indict-
able nature of this offence, at common
law, warranted the conclusion that legisla-
tion upon subjects of this kind was within
the power of this Parliament. He thought
it would be better the bill thould pass
here, when it could be amply discussed in
the other branch of the Legislature. The
Clerk of the other House, and Mr. Todd,
were of opinion that the measure was
fairly within the privilege of this House.
He was disposed to let it go to a second
reading.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER said he knew
its defects would have to be supplied in
the other House.

Motion carried.

CONTINGENCIES.

On motion of Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR the
second report of the Select Committee on
Contingent Accounts was adopted.

On motion of Hon. Mr. LETELLIER,
the House adjourned at a quarter to six,
till Monday.

Moxpay, April 27th.
The House met at three o'clock.
After routine,

UNPAID CLAIMS, SECTIONS 4 AND 7
INTERCOLONIAL HAILWAY,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY proposed the fol-
lowing motion, and then put the append.
ed question : That an humble address be
presented to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excesllency
will be pleased to cause to be laid be-
fore the House a statement of the amount
of unpaid claims on Sections 4 and 7 re.
spectively, of the Intercolonial Railway
presented to and reported on by Mr. C.
Schreiber, C. E, also a statement of the
amounts in all, paid on account thereof
by the Intercolonial Commissioners, and
by Mr, Schreiber, respectively.

lnquiry by the Hon. Mr. Dickey : —

Whether the balance of the above
claims or [if any) what proportion thereof
will be paid, and whether laborers’ unpaid
claims for work donme there under the
oontractors will be respected ?

The hon. gentleman said he was induced
to put this question, not from any doubt
on the subject felt by himself, but from
information he received as to the doubt
entertained by others as to whether these
claims would be respected. He boped
the answer would confirm his own opinion.

Seconded by Hon, Mr, Botstord.
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Hon, Mr. SCOTT replied he had no oba
jection to the motion. As to section No.
4, the contract was for $438,000 odd, of
which $438.000 had been paid, There
was a small balance in excees of this
amount, the payment of which, he
thought, the Commissioners recommend .
ed, but the Engineer in charge reported
against it. At all events, there was a
want of harmony in their reports. The
price for No. T was $557,750, and while it
had been paid, it was claimed in this oase,
also, that the contractors lost, and had a
further sum due, a small amount. The
engineer reported that he did not acqui-
esce in that view, however. At present,
8o far as the Department was concerned,
there was not sufficient evidence before
them, to justify the recommendation of
the payment of a further sum,

In reply to Hon. Mr, Dickey’s further
remarks and interrogatory, as to whether
the claims under the subwcontractors
would be placed in the same position as
the others.

Hon. Mr. SCOIT answered—If there
was nothing coming to the contractors,
there could nothing come to anybody un-
der them, to persons not recognized by
the Department. If the contractors were
paid the full amount of their contracts,
nobody outside them had any legal claim
on the Department. The engineer difter-
ing with the Commissioners as to the ver-
dict of the claims Nos. 4 and 7, it neces-
sarily {ollowed the Department would not
pay the money, particularly if there was
reason to believe there was nothing justly
due the contractors.

Hon, Mr, DICKEY explained that his
question related not to the contracts lately
closed, but to the contracts made five
years ago, and afterwards abandoned.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said in respect to his
enquiry for the contracts, at the Depart.
ment, the only ones handed him were
those to which he had referred. Would
it not be beiter to allow the motion to
pass, reserving comments till the papers
came down. The documents given him
by the departmental officers bore exclu-
eively on 4he existing contracts,

Hon, M. McLELAN said the motion re-
ferred to the old claims for work done un*
der the contracis given out when the
Commissioners 4rst undertook the super-
vision of the Board.

TESTING COMMODIfIES,

"Hon. Mr. RYAN asked whether it was’
the intention of the Government to estab.
lich a Laboratory in connexion with the
Inland Revenue Department of the
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Dominion and to employ a practical An-
alytical Chemist for testing the quality of
Gas, of Drugs and of articles of food and
drink, if required, and for determining
questions which may arise, respecting
manufactures subject to Excite and in
Bond ?

The hon. gentleman was understood to
observe that the powers now vested by the
recent Weights and Measures Act in the
Inland Revenue Department, and the
duties now imposed upon it thereby, were
of a nature requiring its assistance by a
Chemist of high character and professional
qualifications. For instance, a great many
questions as to the quality of ges might
arise, and if there was no authority on the
subject, at head.quarters, whose decision
could be oconsidered final, disputes might
be frequent and troublesome. It wasim
portant, alzo, to have at hand a man well
educated and trained as a practical and
analytical chemist, whose opinions and
duties would properly come within the
purview of the Internal Revenue Depart.
ment. RBis aid might be found very im~
portant in reference to the subject which
was before the Houge the other day—the
adulteration of drugs and necessaries in
general uce, It would require some high
authority, also, to decide quetions respect-
ing articles sybject to excise, which often
arose, by reason of doubt as to their real
composition, 1t frequently happéned that
only a chemist could decide what articles
were sutject to a duty. The establish-
ment of such an authority was almost a
necessity, He hoped the answer of the
Secretary of State would afford a prospect
of early action towards.the appointment
of such an officer. '

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER replied that the
Government had not vet determined the
mode by which those tests should be con -
ducted ; but it wasfelt necessary to pro-
vide the means of deciding questions re.«
specting the quality of gas and other arti~
cles, for which persons morally and pro-
fessionally qualiied to apply the tests
should be chosen.

Miscellaneous

COPYRIGITS

Hon. Mr. RY AN said that since entering
the House it had been intimated to him
that the notice on this subject, in his
pame, was not sutficiently explicit. With
the permission of the House he would read
what he intended proposing to-day, but in
deference to the wishes of the hon gentle-
man who had mentioned the matter to
him, he # ould be happy to postpone die-
cussion on the motion till to-morrow. It
read thus:—That an humble address be
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presented to His Excellency the Governor
General on the subject of the bill intituled
s« Ap Act to amend the Act respecting
copyrights,’’ passed by the two Houses of
Parliament of Canada, in the session of
1872. an1 reserved for the signification ot
Her Majesty’s pleasure on the 14th day of
June of that year.

Business.

LIEUT. GOVERNOR OF P, E. ISLAND.

Hon. Mr. MONTGOMERY gave nctice
that he would ask, on Wednesday, if Sir
R. Hudson had accepted the Lieut. Gov-
ernorship of P. E. Island, and, if so, why
he had not been sworn in.

FIRST READINGS.

By Hon. Mr. ATKIN—Bill to incorpor-
ate the Anglo.Canadian Mortgage and In.
vestment Company, limited.

To amend Chap 74, 36 Vict., entitled
—an Aot to incorporate the lmperal
Bank.

PRORIBITION,

Hon. Mr. VIDAL was understood to say
he desired to recall 10 the recollection of
the House the fact that about a fortnight
ago a Committee was appointed by this
House to sct with & similar Com-
mittee of the Commons in reference
to the numerous petitions before both
Houses tor a prohibitory liquor law. He
had waited with oonsiderable patience, but
as yet noanswer had been received by
this House on the subject of their mes-
sage. He commented on the importance
ot the object in view, in favor of which
petitions from fully 100,000 inhabitants of
this country had been received, He re-

frained from passing any opinion
upon the course of the other
House in this matter.  Doubt«

less, it was entitled to whatever time it
thought proper in the formation of its
judgment; but as this House might wait
long for the Commons’ answer, he would
move for the appointment of a commit-
tes to examine and re;{)ort upon the seva
eral petitions praying for the enactment
of a prohibitory liquor law, and that the .
rules of the House be dispensed with so
far as relates to this motion.

Beveral honourable members pointed
out that there was at present a Senate
Committee instructed to deal with this
subject, and that it would be inconvenient
to have two. 1n accordance with the sug-
gestion of an honourable gentleman, eup-
ported by several othérs, and after Hon,
Mr. Scout had pointed out & notice on the
order paper of the Commons for that day
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for communiocation with the Senate on
this subject,

Hon. Mr. VIDAGU gave notice that he
would move, to~morrow, that the other
Senate Conmittee ba discharged.

LIBEL.

Hon, Mr. KAULBACH rose to move the
second reading of his bill respe .ting the
crime of linel,

Several members objected that the bill
was not printed in French, when the hon-
ourable gentleman consented to postpone
it till Wednesdsy. ‘

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. LECELLIEK moved the first
reading of the bill, from the Commons,
respecting the construction of the Inter
colonisl Railway. He explained its chief
provision, which was to remove the pre-
sent powers of tbe Commissioners. audl
vest them in the Public Works Depart.
ment, unier the supervision of whose
head the work of construction would be
henoeforth prosecuted. He believed the
Hoyse had, at this advanced stage of the

Intercolonial the strongest reason to ap-
prove of the princip.e of this biil, which
would operate from 1st June next.

Hon. Mr. SCOL'T seconded the motion.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFOKD said the bill conw
tained no provision proteoting the rights
of the contractors. It gave all the powers
and duties assigned by the contracts to the
Minister of Public Works., The bill should
put the contractors in as good & position
before that Minister as they occupied
hitherto,

Hoo. Mr. BCOTT said the eftect of the
measure would be simply to place the
Minister in the position of the Commis-
sioners. ‘I'he position of the contractors
would not be altered in the slightest de-
gree.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBKLL thought that
public works contractors, having a claim,
could under the present bill apply for an
arbiteation. He assented entirely to the
bill, but he would draw attention to the

fact that this railway was very
nearly completed under the Com-
missioners appointed by the late

Government, and under very considerable
adverse criticism. It was said time and
again that this was the very worst method
of construotion that oould have been
adopted. 1t was alleged against the late
Ministers that, in proceeding as they had,
they contemplated abuses, or that such
would result, and that they would act so
as to secure from the road, great political
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influence ; that, in fact, they had chosen
the last way of obtaining the work re-
quired. Now, the road was almost finished,
having been built well and economically,
and the country was getting a work as
good as could have have been secured
under any other mapagement. As to
track, rails, bridges, and so forth, it would
compare favorably with any otner in the
country, and it had been acquired at a
price below that "of other railways con.
structed under similar circumstances. It
redounded to the credit of the Govern.
ment that adopted that mode ot buiiding
it. (Hear, hear.)

Hon, Mr. WAKK disputed the theory
ot the etlicieut and economical construce
tion of the Intercolonial. From the very
begianing there had been ditficulties,
mistakes and failures. The first differences
of opinion arose between the engineer
and Commissioners. The engineer pro-«
posed to pay for the work by quantity.The
'ommisrioners condemned that plan,
Then he said he was not prepared to let
the tenders by lumps sum. The Com-
missioners replied there was no ditfioulty.
They differed aguis as to iron bridges,
the eogineer's recommendation ot
this sort having to be afterwards
accepted. ~ The hon. gentleman cen.
sured the firet report of the Commis
sioners as sadly lacking in information as
to the character of the work wanted, tha
description of bridges, the width of the
track, the depth of foundations, and also
read their remarks on the proper method
of letting the contracts. The Commission-
ers were sure the contractors could easily
ascertaia the nature of the work to be
done, and proceed with it satisfactorily.
In the face of that, out of the first five
contracts let, four had to be abandoned,
and the then Government introduced a
messure to pay them for the work per~
formed and expenses mcurred. All four
contracts had 10 be let over again. Not-
withetanding the Commissioners spoke so
positively of the impossibility of claims
for extras, he would like to know how
many of the original contractors had gone
through their work at the original prices.
Numpers had been allowed to abandon
their contracts, QGovernment took them
off their hande, and some were being com-
pleted in & most extravagant and objec-
tionable way. He believed the railway
would cost when finished far beyond what
would have been necessary under a difter-
ent system. More than that, this Govern-
went d commit a great mistake if
they did not avail themselves of the
suthority given in the Intercolonial Ral«



114

way Bill, and appoint a commission to
enquire into the manner in which this
work had been conducted and executed up
to the present. The Minister inm taking
this work into his charge, ought to know
what the Commissioners had done, and
what task lay before himself. He ought
to be able to inform Parliament when the
road was finished whether he had succeed-
ed or failed in comparison with the Com-
missioners, and to what extent. He
thought the Chief Commissioner would
regret if he did not take this step.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT thought the House
had not been satisfied with the manner in
which the road had been constructed.
But he protested against the Intercolonial
being charged to the Maritime Provinces.
It was one of those publiz works con-
structed 1n the general interest, for the
benetit of the whole Dominion. He pro-
tested against tha Times, which was snp-
posed to be an organ of the Government,
charging the extravagant cost of the Gove
ernment roads to the Maritime Provinces.
People might just as well charge Ontario
with the cost of the canals, and Manitoba
with that of the Pacitic Railway. He
stated the other day that the Intercolo~
nial could have been constructed by the
shortest route to the ocean, the valleyof
St. John, for a subsidy of five millions,
while by the present route it would cost
twenty-five millions. If the Iamperial
Government decided for this route, why
did the Canadian Government send engi-
neers to examine the country of the
shorter, the central route, and report it
was impracticable. A private company,
with the aid of people in New Brunswick
alone, had built seventy miles of the road
by this line, and they would soon have it
constructed up to the Little Falls.

Hon. Mr. MILLER gaid when the hon.
member for Kingston [Mr. Cimpbeli]
claimed that the Intercolonial was cons
structed in & proper aud economicil man-
ner, what had he to answer with regard
to the piece known as the Grecian Bend ?
[Laaghter 1.

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER—It is out of
fashion now. [Renewed laughter.]

Hon, Mr. MILLER said the cost of any
road by this line must have been very
great, He was told by engineers that a
much shorter cut might have been found,
and had heard this selection characterised
a8 a job. He also was struck with the
parsgraph in this morning’s TiMeEs—a
paper supposed to be in the interest of the
Government. 1t was a deliberate misre-
presentation ot the sense of the House—
in the discussion that took place the other
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day. It was a most unjustifiable para.
graph,and that it was unfortunate it should
have appeared in such a journal. He did
not know if it was inspired by the Govern-
ment.

Hon, Me. SCOTT said it was not in-
spired by Ministers, nor were they in any
way responsible for the paragraph.

Houn. Mr. MILLER said he was glad to
hear it. lle also protested against this
Intercolonial being charged to the Mari-
time Provinces. 1t was not they but Can-
ada that wanted it, and particularly in
view of the possibility of difficulties in the
way of her reaching the sea over the ter«
ritory of the Americans., She 1t was that
needed a road to it through British soil.
(Hear, hear]. It wwis most absurd to
charge this rzilway to the Maritime Pro-
vioces, or to excite seciional feeling
agsinst them by describing it as a burden
to the waole Dominion.

Hon. Mr. LWTI'ELLIER said he must
disclaim any Government resyonsibility
for the paragraph that appeared in the
Tiug+, which was not the organ of the
Government, but which sometime might
act friendly towards them. The article
wis not in consonance with the tope
of the debate the other day; bBus
it there was anythiog wrong in the article,
the paper corrected itself, since the same
day, in its columns, the discussion appear-
ed, which h.d been correctly reported As
to the menber for Kingston (Mr, Camp
bell) he was happy to see that he had more
confidence in the present Government, in
regard to this railway bill than he (Mr.
Lettellier) was able to place in the Ministry
of which that hon. gentleman was a mems»
ber. (Laughter.) True, he had changed
his views, to some extent as to the best
manner of conduciing public “works, but
he had great confidence in the Minister
to be entrusted with the completion of
this work. He differed entirely with the
hon, gentleman as t0 the excellent and
economical construction of the Intercolo-
nial, believing the system ot letting the
contracts was vicious, and that the road has
proved far too costly. He disapproved of
the late system of letting contracts below
the fair value of the work, and thus occa-
rioning demands for extras, = Not only
shoald work be properly done, but at fair
prices. BRecause the nature of the work to
be done in the case of the lntercolonial
was not known, in many instances, prices
less than fair had been asked, with disas«
trous results. There had been no, or in«
sufficieut exploratione, and a system of giv-
ing out large sections of road at great bulk
suws. No wonder extravagance and failure
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had been so conspicuous in connection with
this railway,

Hon, Mr. FERRIER—Were not the
Commissioners obliged to take the lowest
prioe ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—Certainly.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER—Then they were
left helpless.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
Though left in that position, it was the
duty of the Government to ascertain the
nature of the work to be placed under
contract. Had they known it, they might
have safely let the contracts, and when
sham offers were made,could have rejected
them, or any unprovided with adequate
security. As a consequence of the system
followed, the late Government had been
obliged to pay extras, which should not
have been necessary. The hon. gentle-
man opposite (Mr. Campbell) was just trys
ing & game with the object of placing the
present Government in a similar position
to that occupied by himself. (Hear, hear,
and laughter.)

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL remarked that he
did not say there were no difficulties con.
nected with the work, or that the con-
tracts were at all {imes given to persons
who had succeded in-fultilling them, but
he had observed that, notwithstanding all
the difficulties, some of which could not
have been avoided, and notwithstanding
the manner in which the ocontracts were
awarded, and all the changes .that might
have taken place in regard to the line,
the course followed by the late Governw
ment in appointing a Commission, had re-
sulted and would result in giving the
country a railway as cheaply oonstructed
and as good as could have been obtained
m’ other way—aye, perhaps a better

Hon. Mr. MOLELAN said on the part
of the Commissioners he would state that
they would be most happy to have any
enquiry with regard to their action in
superintending the conmstruction of the
road. The question of location by the
central or morthern route had been fully
considered. The object was ot to reach
the sea in the shortest way, but Halifax,
and to connect that city with the Cana-
dian railway system. The present line to
Halifax was about twenty.five miles shorter
than the Central, spoken of. With respect
to the Grecian Bend, referred to by the
hon., member for Richmond, the railway
connecting New Brunswick with Nova
Scotia had to cross that range of moun.
tains, It was a question of -route altoge-
ther, One engineer stated that by going
by a certain line and making a cutting

)

Intercolonial

[APRIL 27, 1874.)

Ratlway, 117
of seventy feet deep over a mile in length
a more direct route ocould be secured.
Another engineer pointed out that by
choosing a diflerent direction & mo
direct route could be had than the Grecian
Bend. Mr. Fleming reported that route
almost impracticable, on acvount of the
amount of work neoessary, and he adopted
aroute between them, the more easily to
reach the height of land and get clear of
the mountain, Mr. Fleming found the
lowest point, and made the road wind to
the top to suit the requirements of the
ground, which suggested the name given
the mountain, the Grecian Bead,
(Laughter.) The railway to California
often followed a winding course, almost
crossing itself sometimes in order to scale
the mountains, This Grecian Bend runs
along the high land, then turns and joins
the summit without a greater grade than
the engineer prescribed as the maximum.
The Chief Engineer recommended this line
as cheaper and better than the others. On
these mountains it was diflioult to keep
theroad clear of snow. Un the other
hand the expenditure and time necessary
to make an excavation of seventy feet, for
& mile, could be understood.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said the seventy
feet cutting was Mr. Floming’s line.

Ho1. Mr. MoLELAN ssid the Governs
ment had considered the whole matter,
and adopted Mr. Fleming's subsequent
recommendations, to make the road fole
low the Grecian Bend. As to the charge
that all the contracts were let before full
information as to the nature of the work
was obtained, it was not correct.

Hon. Mr. WARK said that five oon-
tracts were let before any preparations
were made,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—Msny oon:
iracts were let.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN—Five or sevea
contracts were let, in the first instan
before the surveys were completed, tens
ders having been asked for. The tenders
were very low, so low that even had there
been the fullest information at hand,
they must have resulted in failure. Atter
five contracts, he thought, had broken
down, they were reslet, little work having’
been done. But, before re.letting, the
engineers had completed the fullest sur-
veys, and furnished all the information
possible. ‘Thoze contracts are now all but
completed.

Hon. Mr. WARK~—Did the honourable
gentleman say the engineers had made
sufficient explorations as to No. 5, when a
change was necessarily made after the let-
ting of the coniract?
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Hon, Mr. MoLELAN—The engineers
had made suflicient surveys to ascertain
the quautity of work to be done on
the line laid down. It was reserved, how-
over, for changes to be made one way or
the other. In finishing a line, one never
ceased to make ohanges in the location.
At every step, almost,the possibility of im+
provement was seen. The question of
the mode in which contracts should be let
wus the first decided by the Commission.-
ers, 1f the Chiet Engineer's plan had
been adopted, he thought it was almost
a matter of certainty that every con.
tractor on the line would have broken
down, The rate of wages hid almost
doubled since the oontracts were first
given out, and the price of materials had
greatly risen, also, If the contractors
had been asked to tender by the yard for
excavation, they would have men-
tioned certain ratées, based on the
jormer scale ot prices, and the
Commissioncrs would have bhad 0
acoept the lowest tenders irom persons
of suflicient experience. It would have
been impo-eible for them, under these
circumstanoces, to complete their contracts,
and the result would have beez a contin-
ual suspension of work and loas of time.
In some cases extras had been paid, such
as those of the Restigouche and Mirami«
chi bridges, whose foundations had to be
Jaid much deeper than wss at first con-
templated by the eagineer. The con-
tracsors found it impossible to proceed
without this additional allowance.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER—What do you
say about the section at Trois Pistoles,
No. 57

Hon, Mr. DEVER said, as a Newbruns.
wicker, | am very much surprised by the
information that that Province had any
voice in the location of the Intercolonial,
I have been under adiftsrent impression.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I assure the
hon. gentleman that New Brunswick had
& very strong voice in the matter.

Hon, Mr. DEVEBR—Hon. gentlemen,
1 rise to say that, L certsinly have got to-
day some information th-t, is really sur-
prising o me. It is the first time 1 ever
1080eived the information and from so un«
deniable a source (the Hon. Commissioner
of Railroads from N. 8. It cannot be
doubted by any gentleman of this House,
that reaily New Brunswick had no voice
ia the location of tha route of that great
work, the Intercolvuial Ruilway, that it
was eimply & matter of the shortest route
bewteen Canada and Halifax, and that the
present route being some :5 miles the
shortest to that point Halifax, it was
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chosen by Canada and Nova Scotia. Now,
gentlemen, surely this is a full answer,
and, I wish it taken down by sall those
g>ntlemen who have been making ocom.
plaints about the great expenditure on
the Intercolonial in New Brunswick, my
Province, and 1 trust that a work wholly
constructed as my hon. friend says without
any great reference to the well being of
that Province will not be poimnted at in
future why we shoald not complaian
against rising our tariff from 153 to the
contemplsted outrageous prevailing one.
It is ve.l known if our will had been taken
in the tocatin of the lntercolonisl wnich
we are called on to pay our share of we
never would have located it where it is,
and this is farther seen from the fact that
our own people now, are building a rail.
way through the middle of our Province,
and where we expected before the uaion
the Intercolonial should have gone, to be
of any great use to us. Besides, gentle~
men, it wis a lcyal desire to connect the
several British Frovinces under one Gov-
ernment that brought us into this union,
and not any idea that you Canadians ever
can benéfit us as much as we can benefit
you. Our real protit and trade beisg in
other directions which you nos by the
construction of your taritt are turning
in to yourselves, and preventing us from
obtaining goods in the cheapest markets.

Hon Mr. ALEXANDER said he desired
to remove an impression which appeared to
prevail among certain members from the
Maritime Provinces as to the motive which
led himself and other hon. gentlemen to
bring up this question of their railways.
He disclaimed any intention of reflscting
upon them by the motion he had made,
por had his remarks borne that offensive
character. Had those roads existed in
Ontario, he would have been the very man
to call attention to their working. The
Governments of the Maritims Provinces
deserved credit for having constructed
those railways, which had dome a great
deal to develop the country.

Hon, Mr. MILLER asked if the hon.
gentleman would repudiate the paragraph
on the subject in the TiMRs.

‘Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER, laughing,
thapked the hon. member for having cal.
led his attention to this subject. He had
nothing to do with the editorial, at which
he had been more surprised thin any
metaber of this House. (Laughter.)

After some further discussion, in whioh
Hon. Messrs. FERRIEK, DICKEY, and
REESOR, took part, the bill was read a
seoond tinie and referred to Commuttee of
tne Whole for Tuesday.

Railway,
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. CRIMINAL JUSTICE, NEW BRUNSWICK.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
moved the seconded reading of the Bill
to amend the Act respecting the prompt
and summary administration of ciiminal
justice. in certain cases, n New Bruns-
wick. He suid it appeared that New Bruns«
wick Magistrates had not the powers in
regard to summary jarisdiction, possessed
in the other Provinces. The bill was dea
signed to explain that any Recorder,
Judge of the County Court or Police Ma-
gistiate should prssess such powers.

Hon, Mr. DICKEY suggested that the
improvement should be extended t> Nova
Sootia, also, she being in the same posi-
tion as New Brunswick, in this respect.
The Bill should include Justices of the
Peace, because they had power to arrest
parties for any indictable offenc2.

Hon. Mes:rs. MILLER and PENYNY
alio suggested amendments, the latter
observing the Act might be made to in«
clude P. E Island.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE ST. JUSC
promised these suggestions should be con-
sidered in Commitiee of the Whole. Of
course one Act would be preferable to
two or three.

The House adjourned at five o’clock on
Hon, Mr. Letellier's motii.

Trespay, Aptil 28,
‘The House opened &t three o'clock.
COPYRIGHT.

Hon. Mr. RYAN rose to propose the
motion on this subject, ¢f which he had
iven notice, He said that after the dew
ate on it which had already taken place,
ke would nut trouble the House with any
further remarks, but would urge upon the
(Government the necessity of pressing upon
the Imperial Government the desire of the
Ppeople of this country to see the act passed
in 1872, made law. It only required the
sanotion of Her Majesty to give it effect. He
would move seconded by Hop. Mr. ODELL
—~Thatan humble Address be presented to
Hi Exoellency the Governor Genersal,
pefying that His Excellency will be pleased
ta¢onvey to Her Majesty’s ¢ Principal
pretary of State for the Colonies,” the
réppectful expression of the anxiety of
thiy Hm(x!sz l:ehaAt‘a bill entitled ¢ An Act
10 ;gmen: ct respecting Copyrights”
pawed in the Seasion oI;' 1872, and resgrved
on tbe 14th of June in that year for the
siggification of Her Majesty's pleasure
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thereon, should not be allowed to lapse by
the expiry of the two years’ limitation
specified in the 5Tth Section of ¢ The
British North America Act, 1867,” and
further to assure His Excellency that im-
portant interests in this Dominion are pre-
judiced by the absence of Legitlation such
as this Bill contemplates.

Hon. Mr. £COTT said there could be no
objection to the adoption ot the Address,
but he understood that the reas.n why this
biil was not assented to was that it con-
flicted with an Imperial Act. The Act of
1868 did not, he sssumed, interfere
with the British law on the sub-
ject. That pussed in 1872 did,
however, conflict therewith. That
was the reason. he believed, why the Bill
was not assented to. The Imperial Par-
liament had been anxious, for some years,
to meet the wishes of the people of this
and the other colonies, and with that view
they had, various times within the last five
or six years, submitted to the Governs
ments of the Colonies drafts of Bills,
under which they proposed a uniform
system not only for Great Britain, but the
colonies. Those drafts had never been
acceptable to the Governments cf the
colonies—he spoke more particularly as
regards Canada. The provisions had beea
elaborate without meeting the conflicting
interests. The interests not only of pub.
lishers but of the public had to be con-
sulted. We had always been accustomed
to cheap literature in Canada, and were
unprepared to accept the British view to
its full extent, The Canadian Govern-
ment would, during the next few months,
correspond with the Bri ish Government
on this subject, with the view to such Ime
perial legislation as might prove accepts
able to this Dominion. It appeared the
Bill of 1872 would not be assented to.
That was the decision a yeai ago when the
late Ministers were in office. But the pas.
sage of this address would show the deep
interest felt in this subject by the people
of this country, and would assist in bringe
ing about & settlement. )

Hon. Mr., BUREAU was understood to
say that when this bill was first presented
he drew attention to the iwportance of
the measure, and particularly of its suc+
cess. The great ditficulty with the bill,
however, was ita retroactive power. Now
the law of England granted certain privie
leges and rights in regard to copyright and
other matters for a certain number of
years. In England the right of authors in
respect te the publication of their works,
was a property like any other prog:rty.
which could not be tampered with . Conse.

Copyright.
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quently, it was impossible to obtain any
legilht{on on the subject unless the
suthors themselves agreed to it. If the
Imperial Legislature conceded them cers
tain pﬁvil:gu and protection, how could
it now interfere with them prejudicially? In
his opinion, for the settlement of this
question by legislation, it was necessary to
have the consent of all the authors, and to
confer the right on the Canadian Parlia~
ment to make with them, or others, inters
ested, the most advantageous arrange-
ments possible. 1f we had the power it
would be necessary to deal with the authors
or their heirs. He greatly regretted our
inability to legislate on the subject, and
thus to facilitate the introduction of
tli::daound aod useful literature of Eng-

Hon. Mr., CAMPBELL hoped his hon,
friend (Mr. Ryan) would ultimately suc.
oeed with regard to a measure in which he
had taken so active, zeslous and praise~
worthy an interest. He thought that gen.
tleman would succeed sooner or later. He
was of opinlon that the Secretary of State
was wrong in believing, as he appeared to
do, that the course which the English
Government was to pursue, with respect
to this bill, was intimated to the late Cana-
dian Government. He [Mr, Campbell]
was aware of no such intimation. He be-
lieved the Secretary of State was mis-
taken in resting the right of this country
to deal with this subject, on the B, N. A.
Act of 1867. He was convinoed that this
right existed in these Provinoes and in the
Provinoe of Canads, anterior to that Act.
1t turned upon the powers granted by the
Imperial Parliament in the constitutions
given these several Provinces, He was
ocertain this was the case as regards On.
tario. The Imperial Parliament conceded
il power tolegislate on all matters affect.
ing the weal and prosperity of the country.
‘There was no exemption of copyright.
Therefore, he thought the Legislature of
Ontario and that of the Dominion had a
right to deal with this subject, which
was one of those affecting the
weal and prosperity of the country.
The hon. gentleman argued there was no
distinction between the subjects of pa-
tents and copyright, yet the former was
admittedly within the legislative right of
the people of this country. The very
great influence which the publishers and
authors wielded in Great Britain had crea-
ted the difficulty as to copyright. The
bill of 1872 would deal with copyrights as
they exist in Canada. The English public
and Parliament did not assume to decide
whether English patents should ocome
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here or not, though they did as to oopy-

rights.

Hon, Mr, LETELLIER thought the hon,
gentleman misapprehended what the Sew
cretary of State had said, He did mot
deny the right of the Provinces in the
matter, but remarked that the act passed
by the Dominion Parliamsnt had been to
a certain extent checked by the Imperial,
in the refusal of the royal assent. Copy-
right might be compared with patent
rights. He himself saw no difference, and
admitted that the power to deal with
copyright existed in the provinces, before
Confederation, as well as that respecting
patents. They could not tell the reasons
for the refusal of the royal assemt, but
when this motion was passed they would
likely have a correspondence with the Ims
perial Government, which would elicit the
explanation of it3 unwillingness to advise
that assent. He thought, if it were pos«
sible, it would be better to have an Impe-
rial Aot that would satisfy the coloniesand
all parties. The hon. member for Victoria
(Mr, Ryan) deserved the gratitude of
authors, vnd the Canadian trade, for his
efforts in this matter.

Hon. Mr. RYAN pointed out the mis-
take of supposing that it would be proper
or judicious to allow time to elapse before
taking action. 1t was just to avoid delay
be had brought forward the motion pre-
sented ; because if time was allowed to
slip, a8 in previous years, and if, on the
14th of June next, the Act was not sanc.
tioned, it would fall to the ground a dead
letter, g0 that any advantage it promised
the country, would belost. The object of
his motion was to secure the prompt action
of the Canadian Government, with the
view of securing Her Majesty’'s assent be.
fore the 14th of June, He failed to see
how it could be refused without the Impe-
rial Government stating its reasons there~
for. He hoped, therefore, the Secretary
of State would give the House an asewn-
rance that no time would be lost in acting
upon this motion. There had been po
act of the Imperial Legislature on this agb-
ject. Drafts of bills had, however, come
out from the Board of Trade. The pro.
posed amendments all emanated from our
Legislature. He concluded by again urg-
ing the Canadian Government to obtainan
early answer from the [mperial on this im-
portant subject, and sat down amid ap-
plause. )

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said there was an
important oonstitutional principle involved
in this question. It was very undesirable
there should be any doubt in the mind of
the House or country en the subject. He
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went beyond ths hon. member for Kings-
ton, (Mr. Campbell,) and contended that
by the B. N. A, Act the question of copy.
right was exclusively within the power of
this Parliament. The lmperial Parliament
had po more right to legislate upon copy-
rights extending to this country than upon
patents, (Hear, hear.)

Bon, Mr, SCOIT was sorry there should
be any misapprebension as to his remarks.
The subject affected both Canada and
Great Britain. We desired for Canadian
authors protection in the British market,
and the English authors wanted protec.
tion in Canada. There were thus mutual
interests to be considered. Any legisla-
tion in England on the subject would have
to be accepted here, while our legislation,
if it encroached upon the assumed rights
and privileges of British authors would be

ed in England. The best possible
evidence that the matter was, in some par~
ticulars, outside our jurisdiction, was the
evidence before us, which was the disal-
lowance of the bill. A despatch was
written by the hon. gentleman opposite,
(Mr. Campbell) when & Minister urging
this measure upon the Imperial Govern.
ment.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL.—And to which
there was no answer.

Hon. Mr, SCOTI—An answer having
been gremusly given that it conflicted
with British Law.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL --Inever heard of
any answer.

Hon. Mr, 8COTT ssid if a copyright bill
applied simply to Canadian authors, and

them alone, it was within the powers of
this Legislature. But it has been pros
posed here to enact laws affecting British
authors,

Hon, Messrs. CAMPBELL and DICKEY.
—Only here in Canada.

Hon. Br, SCOTT—British authors want~
ed protection. and we, in our tura, sought
it . He ain:gly rose to explain that,
in cases where the civil rights of parties
outside Canada were affecied, and where
Imperial Legislation was involved, the
Imperial authorities dezired a measure
t::tt- m:u;g prom the rights of their sub-
J & rove acceptable in

Canad e, P P

Pronsbitory

After some further remarks from difter-
ent members,

Hon, Mr, BCOTT promised the address
should be sent to the Imperial authorities
at once.

PROHIBITION.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL said it was quite un-
necessary for him to make any explanas
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tions, or resort o any argument in cone
nection with the motion on the orders, in
his name ; his simple desire was that the
petitions of some one hundred thousand
persons, on this subject, should not be al-
lowed to lie on the table of the Senate,
He would move, seconded by Hom. Mr.
Ferrier, *That the Select Committee ap
pointed to join with a Committee of the
House of Commons to consider and report
on the petitions presenied to the Legislas
ture praying for the enactment of a law
to prohibit the trafic in intoxicating
liquors, be discharged and that the Hon-
orable Messieurs Flint, Bureau, Ferrier,
Lacoste, Girard, Benson, McClelan, (of
Hopewell) Aikins, McDonald (cf Toronto,)
Alexander, Waik, McDonald (of Victoria),
MecLelan (of Londonderry,) Montgomery,
and the mover, be a committee to ex-
amine and report upon the several petis
tions presented to the Senate, praying for
the enactment of a law to prohibit the
traffic of intoxicating liquors, to meet and
adjourn as they please.”

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER could not help
saying it was a matter of very deep regret
that his honorable friend from Sarnia (Mr,
Vidal) had not succeeded in his efforts to
secure a Joint Committee to consider this
most important question, It was essenti-
ally a question for the conmsideration of
such ‘a Joint Committee of both Houses.
The motion referred to a very great evil
existing in the country, with which the
Senate could not deal either partially or
completely. It could not, of itself, pass
a prohibitory Act, nor oould it otherwise
effectively deal with this question.
But in connection with the other House
useful and desirable action might be
achieved. The hon. gentleman went on
to depict the evils of intemperance, and to
urge the need of legislation with a view to
their great diminution, if not their com.
plete suppression. He suggested, among
other desirable experiments, that the sells
ing of liquorin ordinary saloons be abo«
lished, leaving the right with botels and
lodging-houses only, He cordially syms
pathised with the action of the hon. mover
in this matter. (Hear, hear)

Hon, Mr. WILMO1T asked the member
for Sarnia whether he had seen some re-
flections, by a clergyman, at & temperance
meeting. published in one of the news-
papers, with regard to what oocurred in
this House, while its doors were closed, in
relation to the internal arrangements of
the House,

Hon. Mr, VIDAL replied he had seen
those remarks, and he thought they
were of such a character as, if made by a

Liquor Law.
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minister of the Gospel, to justify his beirg
brought before the bar of the House.
{Hear, hear. ]

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER-— What bar?
The bar nere, or below? [Laughter].

Hon. Mr. VIDAL~—I am happy to say [
know but one bar—it is the only bar I have
ever seen. [Hear, hear, and laughter ]

The motion was carried.

FIRST READING,.

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a bill
entitled—n Act with regard to Corpora-
tions and Institutions incorporated with-
out the limits of the Dominion, for the
purpose of lending and investing moneye.

Un motion of Hon Mr. LETELLIER,
the House then adjourned,

WEDNEsDAY, April 29,
The House met to.day at three o'clock,
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND MAILS.

. Hon Mr. HOWLAN was understocd to
enquire when the Government intended
bringing down the reply to the Address
for information as to the mail service in
connection with this Island, and the opera-
tions of the steamer to be employed.

- Hon. Mr. 8COLT replied he would en-
quire. The Address passed here, was re-
ferred at once to the proper department.

STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

Hon. Mr, CORNWALL said that at pre-
sent steam communication beiween Jan
Francisco, California, and British Colum.
bia was kept up by means of a steamer
which made trips toand fro once a month,
in return fora Dominion subsidy of $48,000
& year, granted for the carrying of the
mails. The service was satisfaciory so far
as it went, but the boat wus a small one,
and i¢ took her four days to cross the 80)
miles between the two places. Now
steamers belonging to the China Trans.
Pacitio Steamship Company had been put
on the route between San Francisco
and China. The opportuaity of buying
their ooal cheap would probably tend to
induce them to call at a British Columbia
port twice & month, on the outward aud
the homeward trips. These steamers
would, doubtless, encourage numbers in
San Francisco to visit British Columbia,
and with great advantage in the building
up of the Frovince. The faciljties which
would also be safforded in opening up
communication between it and China and
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Japan, were not the least inducement to
encourage those steamers to touch at
British Columbia ports. In view of the
ultimate destiny f that Province, which
was to be the terminus of the Pacific
Railway, it would be unwise to let any
opportunity of establishing this steam.
boat conpection pass. The interests of
the Dominion would therevy lose heavily.
He would move, seconded by Hon. Mr.
Miecdonsld., that an humble address be
presented to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excellency will
cause to be laid before this House copies
of all letter memorials from the Chamber
of Commerce of Victoria, B.. C.. or other
papers in connection with the oftering of
a subsidy or other inducements to the
ships of the * China Trans-Pacific Steam-
ship Co.,” running between San Francisco,
Japan and China, to call at Esquimault,
Britiesh Columbia.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT had no objection to
the address, a similar one to which was,
he thought, moved in the other House a
day or two ago. What delay would be
occasioned by a steamer en roule from Sin
Francisco to Yokohama calling at British
Columbia ? :

Hon: Mr. CORNWALL understood it
would not be beyond a day.

'Bustness.

GOVERNORSHIP OF P. E. ISLAND.

Hon. Mr. MONTGOMERY . asked
whether Sir Robert Hodgson has accepts
ed the Governorship of P. E. Island, and
if 8o, wiy he has not been sworn in? The
hon. gentieman said there was no Chief
Justice in the Island, as 8ir Robert Hodg-
son, the late Chief Justice, having been
offared and accepted the Lisutenant-Gov.
ernorskip, could not fill the two positions
at the same time. He (Mr. Montgomery)
wished to know why, i that gentleman
had accepted the Governorship,he had not
been sworn in, 80 a8 to enable the Gov.
ernment to appoint a Chief Justice.

Hon, Mr. LECELLIER —The reason why
he has not been sworn in i#, he has nog
yet accepted the office.

Hon. Mr. MONTGOMERY—-{He waa
oftered the situation some time ago, and
it was time he gave an answer. If he did

' not soon decide 1o accept 1t, the Govern-

ment should appoint some other per-

son.

THE LATE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS AT
MONTREAL,

Hon, Mr. PuNNY said he wished to call
the attention ‘of the Secretary of State
to the fact that the return respecting the
Cuetom House at Montreal appeared ta



128 Libel

be incomplele, and thLat he perceived this
defeot, not from what was not produced,
but from the papers that had beensubmit-
ed. ltseemed, on the facs of them, that the
only complaint made, and the only report
thereon, was a complaint by Mr. Lacroix,
and that Mr. Bouchette had reported upon
this complaint ; and that it was then too
late to enter upon the investigation, be.
cause Mr. Delisle had left the Custom
House. Yet, though Mr. Bouchette did
not report upon the complaint, nor upon
the complainer, he had reported upon the
person who was only incidentally men.
tioned by Mr. Lacroix—namely, Mr. Barry.
He (Mr, Penny) had no desire to go into a
complaint of & very disagreeable nature,
but he was anxious to ascertain in what
way the business of the Department was
oontrolled in Uttawa. He was made the
more anxious in the matter by what ap-
peared to be the curious nature ot this re+
port. Mr. Bouchette had reported not
only that it was too late to make an
enquiry, but that if such complaint were
made it ought to have been preferred in a
charitable manner—a thing that he (Mr.
Penny) did not quite understand in con.
nection with such asubject. ‘The cther-
curious circumstance was that he accused
Barry of having been convicted of misde.
meanour and other oftences, altbough
Barry was not, as staled already, in the
case. What he wantad, was—as Mr. Barry
bad evidently made & complaint—that
this House should be informed whether it
was within the time of Mr. Delisle’s ser-
vice at the Custom House, and be fur-
nished Mr. Bouchette's report theieupon,
which, he presumed, had been made. 7w

[APRIL

LIBEL.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH moved the se-
cond reading of the bill relating to the
crime of libel. He spoke at length in ex-
planation of its scope and objects, which
were indicated in the preamble. There
was no intention of introducing any novel
or sweeping legislation on this important
subject, but merely to bring in the law
now in force in Kngland, which had exist.
ed there for the list thirty years, and
which prevailed in Untario. He proposed
that this should be the law of the whole
Dominion, thersby securing for our guid.
ance the rules, precedents and decisions
ot England, on the subject, for at least 30
years. In the other Provinoes the law of
libel was peculiar, as neither the truth of
the charge cof libel, nor the reasons for

ublishing it, were allowed consideration
in Court, He gave the definition of libel,
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orwritten defamation, by ¢ Chitty,’ as fol«
lows : ¢ Any act, other than spoken words,
which sets a person in an odious or ridi-
culous light, thereby diminishing his re<
putation’ ¢ Blackstone’ describedit: ¢ A
censorious or ridiculous wiiting, picture or
sign, made with a malicious or mischieva
ous intent towards Government, magis-
trates, or individuals.”” The doctrine laid
down in provinces where the English and
Ontaiio law did not prevail was—the
greater ihe truth the greater the libel ;
that, in fact, the truth was an aggravation
of the offenca. 1t seemed to flow there-
from that, Lo matter how true the state-
ment was, or how much it was in
the public interest to print it, or
how great the provocation might have
been, or no matter that there was no mal-
ice on the part of the publisher, all that
the jury was instructed 1o discass was the
fact that there had been a publication
which was libellous. [This appeared
strange and questionable doctrine, indeed,
at this period. It seemed singular that
the truth of the allegation should not be
allowed to be proved, or proper reasop
for its appearing. There might be an old
skeleton in many a neighbor's cupboard—
which ought not, in the interest of so-
ciety, be brought to light. He showed
that the bill met this. In a civil suit
the truth could be set up as a full answer,
and the rebuttal of the presumption of
malice could be pointed to in mitigation
of damages. The honourable gentleman
referred to this law as a great anomaly,
and then sketched the course of legisla-
tion on this subject since 1792, before
which year there had not been any, Un»
der the act introduced by Fox, known as
Lord Erskine’s Act, the whole truth éould
be left to the jury. Judges had differed,
however, in its application. He instanced
two cases in 18I1. The King vs. Hunt et
al.; Idem vs. Drakard. The indict.
ments were for the same mnewspaper
articles, published in different papers. In
both cases defendants were represented
by the same counsel, In the first case
Lord Ellenborough took high ground in
favor of the press, and defendants were
acquitted. In the other, Baron Wood
took narrower views, and the defendaut
was convicted. That law, in principle ex«
ists now in the Dominion. This law intro-
duced by Fox was & declaratory law. His
attention had been called to this subject at
some length by a case lately in the Lomin«
ion in which the Judges properly took the
Aot 22ad, George I1I, as law, but prevents
ed the accused going into the proof of the
charge of libel, or rebutting th presamp-

+
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tion of malioe, leaving to the jury littie
else than the publication. In England
further legislation than the Act of 1792
was felt to be requisite, and the conse-
quence was, Lord Campbell's Act 6th and
7th, Vic. Cap. 96, was passed, fixing the
law in such absolute terms, that judges
oould not substitute their own notions for
the law. That Act provides that the truth
of the libel cin be pleaded, and that the
publication was in the public interest.
The hon, gentleman then went ou fully
explaining the different clauses of the bill,
and showed they tended to check the
licentiousness of the press, and indicated
and urged the peed of the reform the
bill contemplated, resuming his seat amid
applause.

Hon. Mr. PENNY seconded the motion.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN said he had
patiently awaited explanation from the
hon. gen.leman from Lunenburg as to the
tenth clause, but without receiving any.
They could readily understand that the
press should receive the fullest considera~
tion in a measure of this kind ; but, at the
same time there should be some protection
or safeguard against an unbridled press.
The tirst seven or eight clauces distinctly
stated that if a newspaper libelled the
character of any public man, such 8as
charging him with dishonesty, or the like,

the owner should be indicted for
& misdemeanor before the pub-
lic ocourts of the Dominion. But

the tenth clause almost nuilified that
power in effect enacting that, if any editor
happened to be absent from his degk,
and if bis substitute maligned any public
man, the publisher, owner or editor, in
ocourt, might shelter himseif behind the
fact that he was not aware the libel was
published. No editor or publisher should
appoint to write editorials, either tem-
porarily or permanently, a person not re<
garded fully responsible for any leading
article on any public question. The
writer, whoever he might be, should be
as answerable before the public tribunal,
as the regular editor. While willing to
give every reasonable latitude to the
press, they should be very careful not to
insert & paragraph in this bill that would
allow to be published sometimes, articles
of which the editor might be afierwards
ashamed. In the two or three libel cases
now before their courts, this paragraph of
the bill might be pleaded, and a verdict
asked on the grouad of the absence of the
editors. The assailed party should not
be expected to know the internal arrange-
ments of an office, but merely that on a
certain day & libel on his character aps
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peared ; nor should the editor be permit-
ted to plead, in justifioation, or pwit.h s
view to exemption, his absence from
home. The clause should be so wide as to
bring in editor, proprietor and publisher
just as responsible in cases of libel as if
they had known all about it betorehand.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that was a mat-
ter more properly appertaining to the bill
when in Committee. He entirely oconw
curred in the general aim and scope of this
bill, and the history of it as given by the
Hon. Mr. Kaulbach, the introducer. It
was, perhape, rather singular that they
should have s0 many years lived as oolon-
ies, and afterwards as 2 Confederation, with«
out some legislation of this kind; but
they might feel less surprise on reflecting
that it was only some thirty years since
the actual English law was first introduced
into the Imperial Legislature. He be«
lieved it was the opiuion of lawyers that,
independent of this act, known as Lord
Erskine's, a jury bad a perfect right to
consider the intentions of the party ac-
cused, to take into consideration the
element of malice «s well as the simple
fact of the publication of what was tech-
nically called inuendoes. Therefore, he
was & little surprised that his hon. friend
thought proper to introduce that bill when
its provisions had been accepted as a part
of the unwritten law of this country. Some
might say the bill did not go the whole
length of declaring that the truth of the
libel was a complete answer. The bill
was very properly limited to allowing
parties to prove the truth of the libel sub.
stantially in mitigation of damages. Under
the old law the maxim was, the
greater the truth the greater the
libel. Till thirty years ago that was
the accepted ruling in all the Colonial
Courts. 1792 the truth ot a libel was
considered an aggravation of the offence.
He ocordially approved of the chenges
made by this bil{ though he would be
sorry to make the allegation of truth an
answer to oriminal prooeedings for libel.
He would have t pleasure in assisting
to amend the bill in committee.

Hon, Mr. MILLER had taken the trouble
to look into this bill, and felt convinced it
was such as should stand on their statute
book. He thoughtit strange they should
not have had befure this some enastment
with regard to libel, whether civil or ori-
mioal. He was not sorry the jurisdiction
of this House did not allow them to deal
with it as a civil oftpnoe, but onlyas a
criminal, Till the reign of Géorge the
Third, libel was cause for action at common
law. After that time, a statute, declaratory

Law.
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tq the common law, but more certain, was
which was applicable to - this Pros
vinos, which had not legislated on -the
subject.  He believed the only one that
had dealt with it was nge'r Canada. He
was of opinion that this bill, or something
similar did become the Jaw of the land. He
thought the best argument in favour of
this bill was that it merely established in
this country the principle of the criminal
law which prevailed in England—nothing
movre nor nothing less. He thought there
was no oountry in the world where
the liberty of the press was more
jealously guarded than in Eugland,
and, at the same time, where oftences
against private reputation were more
severely punished. Therefore, he thought
that, in this instance, a8 in that of all
their criminal laws, they could have no
better example than the English law. It
must appear to us an extraordinary thing
that a party indicted for libel could not
flead its truth, or the interest of the pub-
ic in his defence, and show himself o
bave been devoid of malise. Tbhis. was
such an anomaly that there could be no
mistake in remedying it. This bill con.
tained the substance of the English law
80 far as relates to criminal matters. The
great object, of ocourse, of a law of this
kind was to give proper protection to pri-
vate reputation ; in the second place, to
give proper protection to the .liberty of
the press ; and, in the third place, to re~
strioct that liberty, or prevent its degemer,
ating iato licentiousnees. A wise law on
this subject would be a valuable acquisie
tion to their statute book. He could not
say to the honorable member for Lunens
burg that he found much fault with any of
the clauses of this measure, He thought
that, in some cases the fine was (oo low,
and the period of imprisonment rather
sggravated, because, as a general rule, the
onaracter ot the libels surject to prosecu-
tion under this Act would hardly warrant
commitment for two years. Such punish.
ment would be more applicable to libels
againat the country, of the seditious class,
But this was a matter for the House to
consider in committee.

Hon. Mr.PENNY remarked that, after
the able manner in which the Bill had
been moved, explained and di
there wis little to be said on it. The
honorable member from Prince Edwsrd
Isiand (Mr. Howlan) had forgotten that
the Bill related only to the criminal side
of the offence of libel, 'and had nothing
to do with the civil offence, and that the

wronged or robbed by a libel, could
still recover any amount of damages that

10
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he had suffered ; furthermore, with regard
to the clause that honorable gentleman
had alluded to, it but brought the law in
this particular into accord with the ordi-
nary criminal law upon this subject. Mr.
Howlan was aware that if a carteror other
cabman, in the ordinary course of his em~
ployment, had broken the leg of another
person, the individual injured would have
& civil remedy against the proprietor of the
waggon or other machine by which ‘the
damage was inflicted, but that if the work-
man chose to use the machine for a crim.
inal purpose, he and not the proprietor
would be liable to punishment. He
thought we might safely take the law that
had been on the English statute book for
forty years, and proved so satisfactory, an
additionsl advantage being that it would
give us forty years of jurisprudence in re~
Iation to this subject, including the decis
tions of Judges and findings of juries,

Hon, Mr. HOWLAN said the hon. gen«
tleman’s question or illustration had been
puf in a manner the opposite of the ap.
propriate. If his carter broke a man's
leg, he wasaot responsible. At a future
stage he would try to show the error of
that hon. gentleman’s opinion.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT saw the force of the Hon.
gentleman’s (Mr. Penny’s) illustration,
which was quite clear, a principal being
responsible for the acts of his agent. He
believed the experience of Ontario, the
last quarter of a century, was suthcient to
justity the trial of this measure by the
whole Dominion.

Some furtber remarks were made by
Hon. Messrs. Dickey, Peuny, Campbell,
Letellier, Bureau, Howlan, Wilmot, and
Reesor, generally in favor of the bill,

Hon, Mr. KAULBACH replied briefly
to the different speakers, meeting objec.
tions raised. He differed from the hon,
member for Cumberland, regarding the
law a8 now in force in each of the Pro-
vinces except in  Ontario, and
referred to the remarks of the
hon. member from Montreal (Mr, Penny)
as a full answer to objections raised by the
hon. member from Prince Edward lsland
—showing that it was contrary to the
principlesof criminal law and common
sense that a person should be held crimi-
pally liable for the acts of another done
without his consent or knowledge and that
if the servant in the ordinary course of his
service injured another, the principal or
master was responsible in dammsges in a
civil action, .

The Bill having passed its second reading
on motion of Hon. Mr. Kaulbach, seconded
by Hon. Mr, Penny, it was referred to a
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Select Committee composed of Hon. Mes.
siours Letellier de 8t. Just, Scott, Dickey,

pbell, Penny, Bureau, Odell, Trudel,

and the mover, to meet and adjourn when
they please.

Question of

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN N. BRUNSWICK

Onmotion of Hon.Mr. LETELLIER. the
House went into Committee of the Whole
on the bill, from the Commons, to amend
the law respecting criminal justice in New
Brunswick.

Hon. Mr. 8COTT explained the object
of the bill, which defined the term compe-
tent Magistrates, asregards New Bruns-
wick, in the sense it bore in Untario, where
certain offences could be tried before
those autnorities, not triable before such
officers in the Lower Province. Anamend-
ment designed the extension of this act to
Nova Scotia also, In New Brunswick they
oould not apply to all Justices of the
Peace the term ocompetent Magistrate.
The bill did not prejadicially interfere with
the jurisdiction of the Magistrates.

The bill was reported from CBmmittee
with amendments, which were concurred
in, and was read a third time.

On motion of Hon. Mr. FERRIER the
House then adjourned.

TaurspaY, April 30, 1874.
The House met at three o’ clock.

QUESTION OF ORDER.

Hon. Mr. BENSON' said he rose to pre-
sent a petition which he thought had
been improperly objected to yesterday.
He had sinoce coasidered the matter, and
came to the conclusion he was in order on
his first action. The petition was from
the inhabitants of the town of St. Cathars
ines, for aid to enable them to build an
addition to the General Marine Hospital,
He then moved its reception, and obsery-
ed the object in view was a very important
one, which deserved the serious consider-
ation of the Government. It would be re-«
membered that yesterday an honorable
member (Mr. Miller) raised the point of
order, stating it coutd not be received, as
it was & money petition, and, the Secre.
tary of State cencurring, he (Mr. Benson)
had withdrawn it. On looking into the
matter since, however, he found he was
then perfectly in order, which had induced
him to present the petition again to~day.

Hon, Mr. MILLER argued that petitions

. like this one, for a grant of public money,

could not be presented to the Senate or
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received by it, according to the B. N, A.
Act. The initiation of money votes rested
solely with the Government, and must be
made through the House of Commons on &
message from the Crown. Therefore
the Senate had no power to grant
public money  with such pre-
liminaries, and it would be absurd to
petition them to do that which they had
not the power to do. .He contended, in
addition, that 1t was contrary to the rules
of Parliament, and particularly under our.
system ot Governiaent, established by the
Act of Confederation, to entertain such a
petition. 1t could not properiy be pre.
sented to the other House, and surely
could not to this Upper House, which had
no control whatever over subjects of this
kind. They only rejected or received
such votes as were sent them from the
Commons. He considered the petition
altogether out of order.

Hon. Mr. BENSUN said he restricted
the questicn to the reception of the peti~
tion, and contended there was no rule
against the reception of a peiition, even
tor money, citing the analagous or kin-
dred power of the House of Lords, which
was under no rule or usage forbidding the
presentation and discussion of petitions
for procurring redress or assistance ; and
although the Lords had no right to initiate
taxation, or its inorease, they were not
ccnstitutionally debarred from initiating
enquiry by their own Committeess into
fiaancial matters. The consent of the
Lords was indispensable to every measure,
whether in supply or otherwise, and it was
desirable they should be prepared by due
investigation and enquiry, to give or withs
hold their assent. These were the views
set forth in the authorities. He contend-
ed he was strictly in order, and that it
was well the matter should be finally .
settled. i

Hon. Mr. AIKINS thought his hon.
friend (Mr. Miller) had allowed himself
to be drawn intoan error in this matter,
The House of Commons made a rule for
themselves, no doubt, aud the motive, in
regard to their convenience, could be
easily understood. But the Senate hid
no rule on the subject, having to be guided
by the views and action of the House of
Lords. They received petitions of this
kind. Mr. Todd believed the BSenate hud
no right to receive such petitions. 'There
was no rule forbidding it while their own
rules prescribed that in all .unprovided
cases they were to be guided by the
usage of the House of Lords. Now it was
;!_:e‘iir usage to receive papers of this

ind. ‘ .
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Hon. Mr. DICKEY said the rule was
perfectly clear in England as in this coun-
iry. He had no doubt parties had the
right to petition this House for general
redress or compen~ation, or for a general
grant. The hon. gentleman [Mr. Miller]
said they had no power to grant money,
but he was wrong, although the initiation
of money grants belonged to another
House, they had to come nup to this House
to be confirmed ; therefore, the Senate
had power to legislate upon them—al.
though not separately,yet in the aggregate,
That being the case, why could not a
party petition this House for a grant of
money ? He believed this petition could
be received by this House, and that it had
the right of opposition on this petition
if a grant in regard to 1t was proposed by
the other House, -

Hon. Mr. MONTGOMERY thought they

- should not receive petitions if they had
not the power to grant them. The Gov-
erment had the initiation of all money
votes, and all petitions for grants of
money should Le forwarded to the Govern.
ment. What was the use of receiving pe-
titions which they could not grant? They
should be only deceiving the partiesin in-
terest, .

Hon. Mr. SCOIT thought the better
time to take the exception was on the
putting of the question by the clerk—
shall the petition be received? There
was a wide difference of opinion on the
subject. He did not know what the prac«
tice had been in this House.

Beveral members—To receive the peti-
tions,

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said the time to
put the question as to the receiving of
the petition was when it was presented if
there was any objection to it. -From his
knowledge of the practice of this House,
and of the Lords, he entirely agreed with
Hon, Mr. Dickey on this subject. He
contended that all money votes must
originate with the Government, which
was responsible therefor. The practice in
this House and the Lords was to receive
petitions ef & general nature. Though
the Senate cou!d mot initiate any money
vote, still the sum petitioned or
sought for must' be included in
the  appropriation  bill and be
submitted for their consideration.
Although they might not deal- with one
approptiation in the Supply Bill, in parti.
cular, at the same time, if they had “good
reason t> ‘Object to any proposal, they
might assume the responsibility of saying
it was improper, and vote against the bill
on it3 account. Under these circum.

Question of
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stances he thought ihat any petition,
couched in general terms, was presentable
t) this House, and that the custom, since
Confederation, had been. to receive
such petitions, He had %ot the least
doubt we could receive any of those gen-
eral petitions, inasmuch as it related to a
demand upon Parliament, which meant
Commons, Senuts and the KExeoutive.
[Hear, bear]. :

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN said there was a
wide distinction between receiving peti-
tions and granting them here. There was
nothing in the rules to prevent ' their re.
ceiving them. The mere receiving them
did not imply the House had a right to
grant their prayer, for it had not the right
to grant money, After raceiving the peti-
tion, the Sepate had no further right to
interfere with its course,

His Hon. the SPEAKER said : I find in
‘¢ Mag,” page 585, the priaciple laid down
by the Hon. Senator to my left [Mr. Mul.
ler] who took exception to the presemta-
tion of the petition. The principle of
awaiting the suggestion, on the exercise of
the authority of the Crown, in relation to
the voting of public money, is not con-
fined to the annual grants, but applies to
petiiions asking grants of money. By a
standing order of the House of Commons
of the 20th March, 1866, it was provided
‘ that this House shall reoeive no petition
for any sum relating to the public service,
or proceed upon a motion for a grant, if a
charge upon the public revenue, in any
case not recommended by the Crown, and
this rule is extended by the uniform
pradtice of the House to any motion
which, though not directly proposing a
grant, or change upon the fmblic revenue,
involves the expenditure of public money.
When a petition praying for compen«
sation or other pecuniary aid is fully
recommended, it i3 then referred to a
Committee of Knquiry or directly to a°
Committee of Supply.” That is a stand-
ng rule of the House of Commone, but I
have failed to find any rule of the Senate
or House of Lords applying the same prin-
ciple to the practize of the Senate or of
the Lords. There is no rule or usage of
the Senate to forbid the presentation, dis-
cussion, or reference to a Select Commit-
tee of a petition for pecuniary aid, redress,
or compensation., Petitions may also be
recoived, asking for the construction of
public works and involving the expendi-
ture of public money, or asking grants of
money for particular institutions. This
principle prevails in the usage of the
House of Lords. I have looked at the in«
dex to the Lorde, journals under the head-
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ing “Petitions,” running from 1837 t0 1863,
and find & number of petitions in that
index, which have been received by the
Lords—of a “similar character to that now
sought to be presented to the Senate. In
looking into *‘Hansard,” I find a num-
ber of those petitions were not only pres
sented to the Lords, but acted on. In re-
ferring to ‘¢ Todd,” who was quoted by
the Senator who presented this petition,
we find this statement: * The practise of
the House of Lords, i1 these particulars,
is less stringent than that of the House of
Commons.” There is no rule or usage of
the House of Lords to firbid the
presentation and discussion of a petition
lor pecuniary redress or compensation,
provided it be couched in general terms;
and although the House of Lords have no
right to iniiate measures of taxation, or
propositions for increasing the pecuniary
burdens of tte people, yet they are not
constitutionally debarred from instituting
inquiries by their own committees into
finuncial matters, or into questions which
involve the expenditure of public money.
The oonsent of the Lords is indispensable
1o every legislative measure, whether of
supply or otherwise, and it is desirable
that they should be prepared, by full in-
vestigation and free inquiry, to give
or withdraw their assent intelligenuly."
I have noticed the terms of this petition
and quite agree with the Nenator to my
left (Mr. Botsford) as to to the application
of the principle named by ‘‘T'odd,” that it
must be couched in general terms. 1t is
true that the petition asks tor an appro.
priation for a particular object, but it does
not ask for & specific sum of money. Iam
therefore of opinion that, a8 we have no
rule of our own which forbids the presenta-
tion of petitons of this character and, us
we have a rule providing that
on all unprovided cases, reference
shall be had to the usage of the House of
Lords, - and since that usage permits, it is
quite regular to present this petition. I
therefore decide that the petition is in
order, and may be received.

BRITISH AMERICAN ASSURANCE CO.

On motion of Hon, Mr. ALLAN, second-
ed by Hon. Mr. McMaster, the bill enti-
tuled an_Act toamend the Aot incorpox
raticg the British American Assurance Co,
and other acts affecting the same, and to
extend its powers, was read a third
time.

Miscellaneous

RAILWAY TELEGRAPHS,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU introduced a bill to
oblige Railway Companies to have tele-
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graph lines along the routes. First read-
ing.

Business.

ADJOURNMENT.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved that when
this House adjourns on Friday, it stand
adjourned till half-past seven on Monday
evening next—Carried.

CREDIT FONCIER.

Hon, Mr. BUREAU moved the second
reading of the bill to incorporate Le Credit
Foncier Royal Co. The hon. gentleman
explained the measure in French. He
said the the bill possessed both a public
and private ocearacter. The Credit
Foncier bill he introduced last year
met with a great success, Thecapital was
promptly subscribed. He bad introduced
& new clause, rendering the machinery of
the act and scheme a little cafer, namely,
putting the Company under Government
inspection, and having the appointment
of one of the auditors, charged with ex.
amining the accounts of the Company,
to be appointed by the Government in
certain cases. Now the three auditors were
to be named by it. He intended making
this Act similar to European Acts. ‘We
wanted, in these ocolonies, so full of natu.
ral resources, money to develop them,
and the problem was the best way of at-
tracting it bither. We needed banks of
issue and discount, and loans on easy
terms, to enable us to turn our advantages
to profitable account. With the objeot of
supplying this want, it was desired to ee-
tablish a Credit Foncier institution on a
solid foundation, the Government to have
a voice in its management, in regard toita
borrowingand lending. The Government
would name auditors to deal with the
loans to be raised in Europe and elses
where. If irregularities were committed
by the auditors or others, the Government
could close the institution. If we could
afford security tor the repayment of
moneys horrowed, or the payment of if.
terest, by means of those institutions, we
should suoceed in eatublishing them, and
imparting a great stimulus to the indus.
wries of the country. Many knew that a
great number had taken stock in those
companies, in Montreal, paid for by instal-
ments, in some cases as low as four dollars
a month. The prosperily of Montreal
was due in no trifing messure to the ope-
rations of such corporations, which loaned
money for bwlding, reoem_ad deposits at
interest, and in other ways aided business.
He said he desired to see the farmers as«
sisted by the loans of such companies, as

they would' thus be enabled to extract
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much larger relurns from the soil, ahd give
a broader basia and increased strength to
the business of the whole country. The
agricultural interest, which he did not de-
sire unduly to protect or pamper, was the
foundation of all the reat, and if it could
be advanced by judicious encouragement
in the shape of loans for improvements
and better cultivation, the country, as a
whole, would prove a very large gainer.

After some discussion, in which Hom.
Messrs, Dickey and Allan eriticised some
of the previsions of the bill or scheme, as
of an extraordinary and visionary charac.
ter, likely tolead to losses and disappoint«
menta hereafter,

~Hon, Mr. BUREAU admitted there
was room for much improvement, which
he was willing to assist in securing.

Tbe bill was read a second time, and on
the suggestion of Hon. Messrs. Ferrier
and Dickey, referred to the Banking Com-
mittee,

Hon. Mr, BUREAU then moved the
second reading of the bill to amend that
respecticg Le Credit Foncier du Bas Cana~
d:,d seconded by Hon. Mr. Penny,—Car-
ried.

Oun mo'ion of Hon. Mr. SCOTT, the
House adjourned at tive o'clock,

Fripay, May 1, 1874,
The House met at 3 o'clock,

LIBEL BILL.
Hon. Mr. KAULBACH presented the
report of the Select Committee, to whom
was referred the bill respecting the orime

of libel, setting forth that several amend. -

ments had been made. Before the chairs
man bad completed the reading of the
usual announocement in such cases,

Hon. Mr. MILLEK rose to & point of
order. He said he wanted the enforoe«
ment of the rule applicable under such
circumstances. The 94th saii: When the
chairman of & Select Committee presents
& report to the Senate, the other members
::rﬂ;ﬁ Committee shall stand up. (Langh.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH, apparenil

! }hopointwuminedinjeit.oon!
tinued his reading of the notics, when

Hon, Mr, lﬂLiEB pressed his o jec-
tion, amid laughter, when the other mem.
bers of the committee rose and remained
standing till the Clerk had read the formal
report presented.

Hon. Mr. MILLER then said the bill was
an important one, and as the amendments
were numerous, and someof them very

H
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material, he suggested the oonsideration
of the report be not taken up before Mon«
day or Tuesday. .

Hon. Mr. AIKINS, oconcurring, said in
the meantime the ameadments could be

printed.

Hon. Mr., BOTSFORD suggested that -
the report should be oonsidered in Coms
mittee of the Whole when members had
time to consider the amendments.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH would have pre-
ferred the immediate consideration of the
report, but, in deference to the House, he
would move that the Bill, as amended, be
referred to Committee of the Whole on
Monday next.—Carried.

LIGHT HOUSES,

Hon. Mr. DEVER said in placing this
notice for to-day, be simply did so as the
speediest mode of  bringing the matter be-
fore the proper head of the De t a8
well as before the Government as a whole.
His attention to the want of this light
house was biought by parties well ae-
quainted with the value of such a struc-
ture to a large class of fine men who are
engaged in the daily, and he might say
nightly, toil of earning their bread navi-
gating the various crafis indicated in the
notice, as weil as by a hrge number of
merchants, whose property is oconstantly
being moved about by those men. He
would further say he had no private ends
to serve, and would ask that the Govern-
ment may oonsult with other members
and gentlemen from 8t. John to see that
the work will be of great utility and value,
and ooet very little, With these remarks
he would ask whether it is the intention
of the present Admioistration 10 erect one
of those efficient light houses [similar to
those erected by the lateGovernmentof the
Dominion at several points along the
River St. John) on the Western jzoim of
Navy [sland, in the harbor of 5t Johas, to
assist pariies engaged in the navigation of
timber rafta, scows, wood boats, and other
craft, througg that dangercus passage
known as Below the Falls, at St. John,
New Brunswick ?

Hon. Mr. SCUTT said he was not aware
that the necessity of a lighthouse at tbat
point had ever been brought under the
attention ot the Government. On enquiry
he found it was not intended to erect s
lighthouse at the place indicated.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said the cost of
those structures was very small. A light
house oould be erected for $160 on the
River 8t. John, while the cost of mainten.
anoce would be.bontmu{;u. A light.
house at this point would be very useful,

Business.
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there being a large number employed in
running the rapids there, and it was only
during a short time in every twelve hours
when, owing to the state of the tide, the
streatn and the falls were very nearly
level, that boats' could pass the falls,
Whils tbis improvement would not cost
"much it would be of great service to boat«
" 'meén.
" -Hon. Mr. ECOTT promised to bring the
matter under the notice of the Commis-
sioner of Public Works,

SECTIONS FQUR AND S8EVEN, INTER-
CULONIAL,

Hon. Mr. MoLELAN in moving for arex
turn of the unpaid claims for labor on
these eections, said : It is in the recollec-
tion of honorable gentlemen that there has

‘already been some discussion on these
‘elaims here and in the other branch.
From the report of that discussion it will
be seen that the Premier in answer to Dr.
Tupper's enqniry for the reasons why
those claims wers not paid, stated that he
bad been told that the cleims were nearly
all in the hands of third parties bought
up at a large discount, and a nuiiber of
them eo held by one of the Commissioners.
I knew such reports had been conveyed
to ‘the Government, and now that
they  hava thus been mude public I
destre to #ay, publioly, that they are en
t Toly inéorreot and nofounded. But whilst
I-have never speculated in the paid or un+
paid claims, I have had consideravle to do
with them. Euarly in 1869, seven sections
of the Intercolonial were given to contrac-
tors before, as it has been on miany oceas
sion stated, the engineers had perfected a
full survev. Work on sec ions four and
seven in N.va Sootis —the Province 1 was
more directly connected with on the Com-~
mission—oommenoed in June, Very little
moaey wis paid the laborers, except
in July and August. Late in November,
work ‘on both sections stopped, throwing
Over a thousand workmen out ot ewploy-
ment, ffom two to three months unpaid,
sad many of them without the means ot pro-
ouring the necessaries of life.” The condi-
1ion of the men was such that great fears
Were entertained of serious dieturbances, I
was' suddenly culled to deal with these
ditliculties, and any gentleman who has had
aimilar’ experience. will appreciite the
trials and auxieties of the position. T[here
was & sum inthe hands of theCcmmissioners:
per-centage retained fr.m eontractors and
the last o.timate of work. Under the con:
tract we reserved the power to apply this
10 the payment of labour. Unfortunately
it'*fell. wery far short of meeting all the

Sections 4 and 7
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claimg, and I could only attempt to divide
it equitably among thé men. This was
dene as far as possible, but with great dit-
culty, and not without personal danger to -
myself and those who assisted me. The
hon. member from Cumberland may, pere
haps, recollect one occasion when & partial
payment of fifty cents on the dollar was
being made, an exasperated navvy drew his
knife with his bill and demanded to bhave
payment in full, or a Commissioner.
(Laughter ) This partial payment I mark-
ed on the due bill or time ticket which the
men held and returned it to them.
Some time after this, the impression
becane pretty general in that sectiom of
country that the hardship to those lavor-
ers was 8o great that the Commissioners
wanted to pay the balance. The conse-
quence was, that I was continually beset
by the claimanta, and between '69 and '72
& great many of the olaims were sent to
me by the claimants scattered over Cum.
beriand, Colchester aud Pictou, instruct.
ed, as many of them stated, to do so by
their representative. The contractors on
all those sections from one to seven, were
also pressing for some consideration of
their exceptional position. The Commis-
sioners when the work on their seetions
was nearly completed under the seoond
contracts, discussed the matter very fully,
and seeing that the work on five ot the
sections had been re-let, after fuller engi-
neering enquiry, and the lowest availatle
tenders taken, concluded with the con.
currence of the engineer-in-chief, that it
would be no more than justice to allow
these men a price for the work actually
executed by them, approaching the-prices
paid under the re.let contract. This was
recommended  to Coundil, with a eum
named foreach ; the recommendation was
sancuioned, all arrears connested with labor
on the-section to be first paid. Compe~
tent persons were acoordingly directed to
asoertain what olaims were outstanding.
Mcr, Schrieber being named for- seetions
four and seven, and all the papers in my

ion bearing on the oliims, were
handed over ‘to him. He reported the
oluims presented to him, the amount,
nature of it, and the per-on presenting
claim —returning by mui'l to me most of
the papers I had given tn'm. In the session
of 73 the House authorized the payment
of the severnl sums t0 ea¢h ocontractor
sutbject to claims oconaected with labor.
Mr. Schrieber wassag.ia called upon to
examine into tho=e on four andseven,
which he did with the aid of the ' contrac-
tors intereeted.  Such of the -papers
&5 remiined with me  ‘were ‘again

Intercolonial.
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given to Mr. Echrieber and adjudicated
upon by him ; the ocontractors furnishing
all' the information in sheir possession.
Mr. Belricber reported .in BSeptember,
classifying vhe claims under three heads.
Firsyv— Direct claims, those in connection
with work not sub-let. Theie claims all
being assented to by the contractors were
by Commissioners recommended to the
Council for payment with the suggestion :
that, inasmuch as the Commissioners had
been told that many of the claims had
changed hands at & ' large discount, only
seventy~five per cent of the sums be paid,
unless the holders showed that they had
psid more. ‘i his.report was adopted, and
nearly all these claims have been seitled
. by Mr. Schrieber or myself. It was cer-
tainly a great hardship to poor Iaborers to
be kept uus of their earnings four years,
but the har.ship was increased by the

time and labor they spent in seeking pay- -

ment {rom contractors, members of Par-
liament aod C.mmissioners.
mauy men who in visits to me at different
times travelled in the aggregate hundreds
of miles, and it was a great relief and
plessure to me when the matter waas ina
position to settle with them. Anotber
class of claims were reported by Mr,
Schrieber as indirect.,  Part of the work
was by the origional contractors sub.let, and
the subs being unpaid their laborers also
suffered. - The claitus for labor under
these subs, in many caseslargely exceeded
the balances admitted by the contractors
as due from to the subs under the prices
of subaletting, The liability of the sum
set apart by the KHouse to labor claims
under sub.contractors, being very strongly
objected to, the matter was referred to the
Council, No decision was conveyed to
Commissioners, and no action has been
tiken in respect to them, and they with
the rejected st mainly make up the un.
paid claims on section four and seven, not
one of which do, or have ever owned,
although when the list is brought ‘down,
many of them will as I before stated, ap-
pear in my name, but from the casues
siready given.. The circumastahoces attend.
ing all these labor claims, certainly make
very Birongly against the idea of specu-
lating in them spart from other con«
siderationg with me ; und in looking over
the Jist of zejegted ciaims I found. nearly
two thousand dollars in my name, 80 that
had 1 been the owner instead of the me~
dium of presentation, the speculation
would have been unprotitable. - Iam sorry
to bave troub House with thia long
explanation. Ikuow that holding the
position I have had on & work surrounded

I koow
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with so many diffizulties, it is not well to,
appear thin skicned, as almost every we‘qg,
ot the year some disappointed parties wh
may have sutfered on the work, but fram’
"no fault of the Government or the Com.
wissioners, will urge rome complaint. But
after what bas appeared in the press I
desired to make this explanation. 1
therefore meke the motion on tie paper,

Hon. Mr. DICKEY roseto a.poins of
order. He did not -interpose before, be-:
cause he believed 1t had been the univer:
8ol practice in Parliament, as well as &
course in acoordance with one's own. feels:
ings of what was right to every .member
who wighed to m1ke a statement affecting.
his owd¥honor and character, to hear him .
out, and not raise any obstacle to hisjusti« .
fication of his own conduct till -the forms
of the House obiized. This motion sould.
not be emtertained, for ' the reason that!
there was alre:dy a resolution on the jrurs:
nals to the very effect of the motion. now.
proposed, but embracing more particud:
lars; and as the lesser was included in .
the greater, the pending motion was un~:
necessary, vhe other covering the ‘whole
ground  Therefore he hoped that his
hon. friend, having attained the object ot
his motion, would eee fit and be permitted.
to withdraw it, that the rules ot the House
might not be violated.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN said he had no ob-
jection, with the permission of the House,
to withdraw his motion.—Withdrawn.

MAIL BERVICE TO P.E ISLAND.
Hon. Mr. HOWLAN was understood

Intercolonial.

motion, of some days ago, touching the.
establishment of winter mail service be..

Island ? He wanted information with res
gurd to the advertisements for steamboat
service, aad any tenders for the work.

explained that, in the interest of the pub.
lic, it was not.desirable to bring down the
tenders ; ‘the Government had wot yes
decided as to which should be ac.epted.
He had sent for the tenders, and had been

cepted tender. L
was granted on the understandiog that,

ders on the table,

see, Was.on the table on Monday Rext. ..
*Hon: ar. MILLER complained of delay
in producing papers ordered,”

till the Government decided what shauld, :
be aocepted, they would not lay.the.feny:.
He had sent for the,
advertisement, however, which, he would

to enquire if any steps had been taken by .
the Government, with reference .to his

tween Nova Seotia and Prince Edward

Bon, Mr. SCOIT said he had already

3

answered thut, by delaying 2 few days, . it .;
would be posaible to bring down the amm. :
Tha motion for tendews -

§

T
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT replied, the tost
possiblie despatch was used, and clerks
kept busy the mork, Some papers
caused much labor, ‘inclnd!n&’:ppliuﬁom
. %0 every department of the Government,

SECOND READINGS.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL moved the second
reading of the Stadaoona Fire and Life In-
suranoe Bill, whose msin object he briefly
explai He thought the House would
admit the desirability of encouraging such
enter%;im as this one, which not only
oontributed to the retention in the country
of money that would otherwise leave it,
but to the attraction of foreign ygoney
hither. The general provisions of th¥s bill
were of the ordinary character.

The bill was then read a second time and
referred.

Hon. Mr. AIKIN3 moved the second
rexding of the Imperial Bank in AN
tion amendments bill. One object of the
bill was to make a change in its name and
the other to authorize the increa:e of its

stock.

Second reading.

Un motion of Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD, the
House then adjourned till Monday at halt.
pest seven p m.

Monpay, May 4.
The House met at 8 o’clock.

RETURNS.

Hon, Mr, SCOTT laid on the table re.
turns to an address for the copy of an ad-
vertisoment for a winter steamer to
Prince Edward Lsland ; also au address for
copy of all appointments to, and dismisa
sals from office ip Prince Edward Island,
aa well as for petitions and other papers
connected therewith since 1st July last;
also for a stetement of the distribhition of
the statutes of Canada of last session.

NOTIUE OF MOTION,

Hon, Mr. ODELL gave notice of motion
with respeet to the mail servics between
Halifax and 8t John, N. B. He said he
desired to draw the serious attention of
the Government to this motion. He
would show bye and bye that the deten-
tions at Halitax ran from 12 to 48 hours.
The mails lay at Halifax, not owing to any
fault of the Post Ulice Department, but
in oonsequence of there being but one
train & day for 8t, John. That train leav-
ing in the morning, if the mail arrived at
Halifax shortly afterwards, it remained
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there the whole of that day and night till
the next morning. Thus, if a steams
er arrived on Saturday afternom,
the mail remained at Halifax all thas
evening and night, all Sunday and that
night, until Monday morning before it
oould be despatched westward. He hoped
the Government would be able, on oon-
sidering the matter to promise an im-
provement in this respect.

Bussness.

CRIME OF LIBEL BILL.

On motion of Hon. Mr. KAULSACH,
the House went into Commitiee of the
Whole on the above bill, as amended by
the Select Committee, Hon. Mr. Mont-
gomery in the chair.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that one of the
chief recommendations of this bill was its
intention to assimilate our law as closely
a8 possible to that of England, but he re.
gretted to see an alteration 1n clsuse 6,
which would render it somewhat dissimi-
lar in one important respect, He did not
think it was wise to give further privileges
and immunities to the Canadian press
than were enjoyed by the English in the
application of the criminal law. He
tEou ht it desirable also to have the
beneﬁt of the decisions of English Courts,
of which we might be deprived by altering
the original phraseology of this clause,
At present the clause would give
the acoused s wonderful advantage in his
defence, When he was allowed to go on
and grove the truth of the libel, and its
justification on public grounds, it was not
right to take away what the Knglish law
required, namely, proof of the necessity
of the statement ot the particular facts
which might be compiained ot as the
libel. He, therefore, moved that the
clauss be amended by re-inserting the
words struck out—*‘and the particular
fact or facts by reason whereof it was for
the public benefit that t.ho said matters
charged should be published.”

Hon, Mr. KAULBACH spoke in gen.
eral terms against the ¢, admic-
ting, however, that he would not take very
strong ground on the matter. He thoughu
that every man of a criminal
offence should have the benefit of every
fact likely to turn to his advantage, In
some nstunoes the aococused, on citing all
the facts, might secure his aequittal. It
would be hard to deprive him of any tes-
timony or advantage allowed by the spirt
of the British law. . :

Hom. Mr. PENNY waid that the reason
why those words were left out
was their omission from the revised
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statutes of Upper Canada, which had a law
on the subject already. It was thought it
would be & pity to alter that law when in
reality it was merely extending it by this
Bill, over the rest of the country., It was
thought, it was better to take it as it stood,
than to change it as regards. Upper
Canada, while the sain object was merely
to give the other provinces the law of the
west. He thought, as the ¢lause now
stood, it was more in acoordance with
criminal pleadings.

The amendment was then putand lost
on a division.

The clauees subsequent to 6, as well as
those before, having been carried down to
the 9ibh mclusive, a discussion arose on the
10th, which reads as follows: — .

¢ Whenever, upon the trial of any in.
diotment or information for the publica-
tion of a defamatory libel, to which = plea
of not guilty has been pleaded, evidence is
given which establishes a presumptive case
of publication against the defendant by
the act of any other person, by his au.
thority, the defendan: may prove, and if
proved it shall be a good defence, that
such publioation was made withoat his
authority, consent or knowledge, and that
such publication did not arise trom want
of due care or caution on his part.”’

Hon. Mr. HOW LAN disclaimed any in.
tention of trespassing on the proper and
legitimate sphere of the press, but he
thought they should be very caretul about
that olause, and & great many others in
the Bill, ‘I'rue, this Bill had been law in
England and in Ontario for many years,
but the press of England stood in a far
higher position than the press of this

.whole Dominion. It might be quite right
t0 have s law of this kind in that country,
without our circumstances justifving it for

_Hon Mr. MILLER here objected toa
discussion of the principles of the bill in
Committee—it was irregular,

. Hon. Mr. HOWLAN said he was addres-
sing himself to the 10th clause, which con-
tained the gist of the bill. He argued
that an editor might escape the conse-
- quenoces of the publication of a libel by at-

tributing it 4o another person, or pleading
his own absence, thus defeating the object
of the assailed party in his efforts to obiain
justice. Another objection was the ab«
senoe of any provision declaring that the
bill would nos apply to any pending cases.
Mr. Brook’s bill on this subject, before the
Lower House, was a better one than this.
It, to a very large extent, comprehended
this one, properly providing in addition,
that no legislative enactment at present,
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should interfere with the rights or privi-
leges of any person having an action pend-
ing for this oftence, ’ o

Hon. Mr. BCOTT said the hon. gentle.
man was mistaken about that bill,

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that was a mere
matter ot detail, )

Hon. Mr. 8COTT, in reply to the repe-
tition of Mr. Howlan’s objection on this
point, repeated that this Bill would mnot
interfere with pending actions or with
civil cases.

Hon. Mr. MILLER contended that the
10th clause did not contain the gist of
the measure, which was to be found in the
clauses defining the crime of libel and
the punishment for that crime, and what
constituted justification. The bill before
the other House was not before them at
all, and it was quite enough for them to
deal with one at a time. The 10th clause was
merely a matter of detail. This bill provid.
ed for oriminal proceedings for the pun.
ishment of lipel, leaving still a retourse at
civil law. BSupposing that the proprietor
or editor of a paper happened to be ab.
sent, and that a libel found its way into
the paper, despite their care, precautions,
or instructions, could criminal intent be
reasonably imputed ? The very founda~
tion of our oriminal law was that there
should be no criminal punishment where
there was no criminal intent. It would be
monstrous to punish a m.n without proof
of that intent. The bill was strong enough
for him. Be wassorry Parliament had not .
the power to deal with this otfence civilly
as well as criminally, ’ ’

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN replied that the
provision aftecting the owner or ‘editor
was nothing miore than a' political scare-
orow, After a’ wronged individual had
undergone much trouble and expense ix
court, the owner or editor might coolly
say—*¢ I never wrote the article, but ii-
was written by such a person,” who might’
be & mere man of straw or a carpei-oags
ger, bere to.day and away to-morrow.
[Laughter.] This clause might be greatly
abused. o

Hon. Mr, PENNY was understood to
say that, as a member of the press him-
self, as well as a member of this. House, he .
felt it his duty to reply to soms of the res
moarks of the hon. gentlemsa from P. E. .
Istand. The hon. gentleman’s speech,
however, would not he thought oconvince
the House that those who used ,{ybu
should be put out of the palé of the .
ordinary principle of law. "He thonght the
hon. gentleman would not use the sare
kind of argument with regard to any ime
portant interess other than the press. In
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that gentleman’s own part of the country,
ship«owning was a great industry, and he
would like to know whether a shipowner
was to be sent to prison as a crimnal be-
cause his captain had maliciously run
down ‘s ship. Let the Canadian pre.s
be ever so bad—as bad as the hon.
gentleman thought, it was question-
able whether its abuses or mistakes
could lead to such eerious results or
calamities as might flow from the im-
proper employment of locomotives on
railways or of steamships, and he asked
whether the law applied to the owners or
managers of such property ahould not be
the same for the proprietors of those
mischievous machines—tne newspapers.
(Hear, hear and laughter ) 'The hon, gen-
tleman said he might not know who ihe
writer of a libel might be, but any one had
the means of finding that out, as well in
the case of a newspaper as 1n the case of a
captain of a ship which was maliciously
employed to do mischief. A short time
ago an effort was made to lock up Mr.
Brydges, 1 prison, for some&ing one of
his employees did near Queb®., but the
thing was decided by the ocourts to be
absurd, as Mr. Brydges was many miles
away when the acoident happened. His
honorable friend, (Mr.- Howlan) in a spirit
of courteay to the profession, to which he
(Mr. Penuny) still belonged, said that
among other defeots of this very bad
Canadian press, the papers here had only
one editor, while Eaglish newspapers had
half a dozen editors. He (Mr. Penny)
sappoeed the ne#spapers in this country
were not as rich as in Hugland; still,
there were papers in Canada that had con.
siderably more than one editor to conduct
their literary business. It the ‘press
here was not as good as in
y , it was because our pub-
lic men ware not up to the standard of

d, But taking the preas of Can.
ads as it stood, he believed that of 100
Iivels published, not more than one could
be traced to the regular editor—the maw
Jjority came from outsiders, The hon.
gentlemar opposite, or any one might be
slandered by an opponent’s paper, and
yot the circumstances be such that the
editor knew nothing of it, But he would
have recourse for all thai, and the means
of obtainicg satisfuction. However, the
press was usdjudged to be so bad that,
while formerly they cut off the ears and
noses of literary men 4s a punishmert for
libel, it seemed they wished this spirit stull
continued. The hon. gentleman would
oonfine him to his desk forever, siace if
he left for 8 moment, he would be sub-
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jeoted to punishment for the act of his
An editor upon this principle
could neither comé to Parliament, nor,
indeed could he go anywhere else, becsuse
he did not know what might happen in
his absence. The douse certainly would
not hold him liable for acts done in a
place where he was not present, and cers
tainly would not send him to prison for
an offence which he had not committed.
(Hear, hear, and laughter.)

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN argued the ship
casge, adduced by the hon. gentieman, was
not analagous, beciuse it his  captsin,
with a £12 000 ship ran down one worth
£100,000, he, the owner, though thousands
ft miles off) would be held liable for the

oss.

Hon. Mr. PENNY and others—That is
in a civil action, not a criminal, when ths
act could not be traced to you. -

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN said the illustratio:
was without force. He did not desire to
be represented as having stated the
rress of the country was so very bad. What
he did say was, that a portion of it was
not 80 good as the English. The faot of
99 in 100 libels being due to others than
the editor, constituted a strong argument -
against the hon. gentleman, and proved
that editors and owners of papers ought to
be 1a0re careful. This House should see
that the 99 should not have the unbridls
ed license to libel, which they enjoyed,
and would coutinue to enjoy by the bill.
He contended there was no call for this
bill, as the press was very lenient!y dealt
with at present by courts and juries.

The aiscussion wis continued by the
Hon. Messrs. Miller, Penny, Howlan, Alex-
anaer, Kaulbach, Nfacfarlane, Reedor, De«
ver, Mr. Kaulbach replying, with the res
sult of the defeat ot Mr. Howlan’s amend-
ment to strike out the 10¢a clause—for 11,
against 15,

The Committee rose and reported pro«
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the second
reading of the Grand Trunk Railway
Company’s Mortgages Consolidation Bill,
He said it was a permissive Bill, designed
to enable the Company to arrange with
the various individuals holding mortgages
and other securities, and also to enaole
them to organize & superannuation and
provident fund for the officers and ser-
vants of the Company. ‘This measure
had come from the Commons, where it
was well considered by members generally
and the law officers ot the Crown. It ex-
hidbited certain amendments made in the



152 Grand Trunk

Commons Committes, and he now ine
tended moving its reference to the Com-~
mittee on Banking, Commerce and Rail.
ways.

Hon, Mr. ALEXANDER seconded the
motion, '

Hou. Mr. RYAN said—I presume there
is nothing in this Bill that affects the
priority of mortgages or preference in-
vestments in the road ; nothing to disturb
the rights of those mortgages.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER—Nothing what-
ever.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The arrangements of
tkis Bill would have to be approved by
the usual number of shareholders, two-
thirds, So far as he could see, they had
given their acquiescence.

Hon. Mr. RYAN, in reply to the hon.
Secretary of Btate, said that really the
shareholders of the road had little or no
interest in the present. proceedings, their
shares being worth very little. It was the
bond holders and those who had a right
to vote. There was one thing peculiar
in this bill ; it said two thirds ot those en-
titled to vote, but he believed the bond
holders had that right. But the interests of
the different security holders might be
very various, one claes being intetested in
an opposite direction to another. The
proper way to take the views of those in
terests would be to get the vote by secs
tions, each being asked to declare itsmind,
the decision to depend upon the m+jority
ot each class of security holders. There
were preferential claims to be considered.
He did not cbject to thesecond reading of
the bill, making those observations merely
to show how necessary it would be in com.
mittee to make all proper investigation,
and see that the rights of the different
security bolders were duly protected.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER said that was the
design of the promoters of the Bill. The
* very points just referred 10 were amply
ciscussed by the Committee in the Com.
mons, and would be discussed again by
the Senate Committee. His hon. friend
would then have an opportunity of dealing
with the subject.

Hon. Mr. PENNY put a question as to
the manner in which the rights of the hol-
der of £5,000 of Champlain Railway bonds
for instance, would be affected by the
measure? . .

Hon. Mr. FERRIER thought that such a
person would not be injuriously affected ;
a number ot such parties were interested
in this bill, which had been carefully look-
ed into in reference to this point.

Hon. Mr. PENNY said that other classes
were in the same position. Suppose a
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man held a quantity of bonds of any olass,
and did not choose to acoept this change,
ghould he be overrun by the majority ?

Hon. Mr. FERRIER replied that all those
matters could be properly discussed in
committee. -

Second reading carried, and bill re.
ferred, :

CAUGHNAWAGA SHIP CANAL.

Hon Mr. PENNY moved the second
reading of the bill from the Commons to
amend the Caughnawaga Ship Canal
Act. .

Hon. Mr. RYAN gaid he believed a bill

Railway,

| on the subject of this Canal had been

passed in the Legislature, 8o far back as
1846 or ’47, since then repeated bills had
been passed and the time for the com~

pletion of the work had been repeated-

ly extended, still no material progrees
had been made, and the prcject though
much talked off from year to year
remained in much the same position
as when first spoken oft some thirty years

ago, He disapproved of these oconstant
extensions of time which led to no result.
He did not know how often they had been
applied for, but on the last occasion about
& year ago, the bill was in the hands of
his hon: friend opposite (Hon. Mr. Skead),
who on that occasion promised thst he
would not again bring forward any other
proposals for further extensension of
time. He was glad to see that gentleman

had adhered to his resolution and did not
bring up the present Bill. He (Mr. Ryan)’
did not object to a good hill getting s little
additiopal time, when it was absolutely
necessary ; but he believed now, as.al.

ways, that this was one of the projects
which if undertaken st all, should be in
the hands of the Government of the

country, it being a link of the great canal
system of Canada. 1f it should be found

prudent to ma«e this particular canal,

it should be under the coutrol of the Gov«
ernment exclusively. The responsibility
should rest with the Government of re.
commending this work or not. [Hear,
hear.] The Bill, besiles extending the
time of commencement for two years and
the time of completion for five years, had
& clause for increaging the directors from
nine to thirteen, and allowing a large
majority of the Board to be aliens, which
was important with regard to an under~
taking of this sort, which ran to the bor«
ders of the neighboring Republic. He
really had not had time to . enquire
whether it was usual that Americans sa
well as Hritish subjects might become di.
rectors under such circumstancea,
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that this was the
usual provision of late years in regard to
internationel works.

_Hon. Mr. RYAN observed that the Bill
did not say in its preamble anything about
the admission of aliens as directors, and
was thus, he thought, at variance with this
clause. His first objection was that this
project had been given time enough. If
it was a serious enterprise. or likely to be
carried out, it had ample time to recom-
mend itself to those likely or able to carry
it out. He was quite hopeless
of its being more ruccessful within the
next two years or five, than it had been
within the last 25 or 30 years. His
seoond and principal ground of objection
however, was that this canal belonged to
our great system of public works, and if
required should be constructed under the
responsibility and oontrol, of the Gov-
errment.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD said that afier look-
ing at the Bill he thought it was objection.
able to give aliens such power in regard to
Canadian enterprises. He had no objecs
tion to aliens coming into the country and
identifying themselves with such enter-
prises, but in a work of this kind British
subjects should be a majority on the
Board. He saw by the last clause that it
would be sufficient if but three of them
were on the Board, which was bad in
g:inciple, as the majority of them should

British,

Hon. Mr. PENNY saaid there were genw
tlemen in the House, who knew more
about this subject than he did, ome of
whom bad had charge of the Bill before
now, As this Bill, if nothing had been
done, though it was g0 long before the
public, must bave been a very innocent
vantling, (Laughter ) If he was not mis-
taken, he thought there was a clause in
it, enabling the Government to take charge
of the canal scheme, whenever they pleas-
ed. He thought all parties concerned
would be willing to have the Government
take it up. [Hear, hear and laughter. ]

Hon. Mr. h.YAN-—I dare say, as it would
eave & bill of expense.

Hon. Mr. ng&Y said that if Governa
ment would not undertake this work .it
would be well to allow private persons to
do so. All parties agreed that it would
be a very valuable improvement, and
especially to all the interests of Uitawa.
They appreciated the importance of the
widest water communication in all direc-
tions. Acity to be great required not
only easy means of getting at it, but of
going away from i, for purposes of trade
and travel. This project was intended to

Caughnawaga
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. connect the Ottawa and St. Lawrence with

inke Champlain and the towns and ocities

‘of the State of New York, by which the

lumber trade of Ottawa would be greatly
benefitted. This canal would give a
straight cut to New York and other States,
without & round about trip by Sorel and
the Richelieu.

Hon, Mr RYAN was underatood to say
that he did not deuy the value of sucha
canal, but that if it were at all to be un-
dertaken, it should be by wthe Government
on their own responeibility. Government
should jodge whether it was a work likely
to be useful to the country, and if so they
shouli take it under their control. He
thought it ought to be part of their canad
syatem. . ,

Hon Mr.SKEAD admitted that there
was some foundation for the remarks of
the Senator for Montreal (Mr, Ryan) as to
his promise under certain circumstances
rot to ask for this Bill agxin, consequently
he bad not solicited an extension of the
time, but he dit not say he would under
no circumstances promote the demand,
because no public improvement would be
of so much benefit to the Ottawa section
as the Caughnawaga Canal. - It would
greatly serve the prairie country aud the
wesiqrn part of Untario also, affording to
their prodflce s short route to the Eastern
States. They had no trouble in gettingup a
large subscription list, millions having been
reised on the other side of the line, and
U. 8. munioipalities had also been desirous
of contributing to this work. As the
chief promoter was a friend of the present
Government, he thought it would be well
that they should try and make the Gov-
erament undertake this improvement: In
order to attain such a result, he thought
it .best to leave the bill in the hands of
the hon. gentleman from Moatreal (Mr.
Penny), who was also & friend of this
Government. He thought that gentles
man could urge the bill with more chance
of success. (Hear, hear, and s laugh.
The canal might be made for two anda
balf millions, and if the Government un.
dertook the work, he would vote for i
should it be the only vote he would give
the Ministry this session. (Laughter.)

The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to the Committee on Banking, Com-
meroe and Railways.

. On the motion of the Hon. Mr, SCOTT,
the House adjourned at 10 pm,, uati)
Tuesday at 3 o’clook.
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Tuzspay, May 5. | been able to gather the facls from Mr,
The House met at 3 o’ clock. White of the Post Office Department, he

MAIL S8ERVICE IN NOVA SCOTIA,

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE moved “ That
an humble Address be prerented to His
Excellency the Governor General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House a copy of the Contract
entered into with Benjamin Blair, for con~
veyance of Mails between Grznville and
Wallace, in the County of Cumberland,
Nova Bootia, in September, 1873, and sub-
sequently annulled by the Postmaster-
Geveral. Also, Copies of all letters, tele-
grams or other oorre?ondence in reférence
to such contract and the carriage of the
said Mails.”

‘The hon, gestleman said, in explana-
tion, that the mail; from T'ruro to Wallace
were carried by a‘contractor named Blair
previous to the opening of the Intercolo.
nial Railway, under a certain agreement.
The uncertainty of the time of the opening
_ of the Railway rendered it impossible to

effect new contracts for the carriage of the
mail, and Blair was requested by the Post
Office Department to change his route to
the Thompson Station on the Intercolonial.
He did so, with the understanding that
the mails should subsequently be transfer-
red to the Granville Station, and that a con-
tract would then be entered into at the
same rate per mile as he was receiving on
his original contract.  Blair did carry the
mails for two months, when the mails were
transterred to Granville, and a formal
contract entered into by the Department.
This man oontinued to carry the mails
with satisfaction to the publio from Sep-
tember, 1873, for some two or three
months, when, without any complaint,
he was notified by the Department that
his contract would be re-let. The fact
is the elections were then approaching,
when another person by preesing for
the oontract, induced the Postmaster-
General to cancel it in the service or
interest of the candidate running for the
Government. 3lair continued to carry the
mails relying upon his contract. Atlength
when he found that the service was re-le
‘?dh?: was tnrne;i c{ut., and disp
of his contract, feeling aggrieved, he a
plied to the Department for redress g;-
Tecompense for the serious loss he had
inowred during the time he had been
carrying the thails, He received no redress
or #a m, his application to the De.
partment not having even elicited M'eply.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he had no objec-
tion to the motion, but as far as he

‘found the contract was given out early in

September, and not in the usual way of the
Department, after advertisements for ten-
ders, but rather in & manner that public
opinion had not approved of, for a specific
sum agreed upon between an officer in no
way authorised to make the contract and
Blair. When the subject was brought to
the notice of the Post Office Department,
Mr. White enquired whether the sum fixed
was in excess of fair and reasonable com-
pensation for the work, and he was inform-
ed that it was largely in excess of it. . He
waa therefore induced, in the interests of
the public, to call for tenders for the ser-
vice. The result of the application was
that one D. Purdy, who was also a carrier
on the line with Blair, a to do the
work for $298, Blair having Obtained the
large sum of $800. The distance was com-
aratively short—some 20 odd miles;
lair running a stage-line there, therefore
he could not have been at a great outiay
in carrying the mails and passengers. The
Postmaster-General was not awsre that he
had gone to any exira expense in carrying
the mails, and finding that he had, by an
improper act on the part of some officers
of the l):‘rnrtment, secured rather a good
thing, not on a principle that ought to
govern the Department, in the interest of
the public it was thought justifiable to
recalf the contract. Nine tenders were
put in for the work, ranging from $298 to
$675, none approaching the $300. That of
oourse was the best possible evidence that
the amount originally granted to Blair was
excessive, lf, of course, it appeared that
in consequence of this action of the De-
partment Blair had suffsred loss, after
engaging teams or incurring other outlsy,
he thought it would constitute a fair claim
for compensation, but this House would
probably not be prepared to sanction a
principle of underhand dealing by an .
officer of a Department, and particularly
when productive of considerable loss to
the public. v

Hon. Mr. MILLER asked if the services
in both cases were precisely the same.

Hon. Mr, SCOTY replied that they were,
but in the first instance there was no pub=
lio advertisement for tenders.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE stated that
he thought the hon. gentleman was nof
ocognizant of the facts. A distinot oons
trwtmt::de withBlﬁr;‘ Atlh} th.:r't::;

tment did was to change the
fxm one point to another. Blairtook
it at the same rate per mile, travelling 40
miles a day for $2.5), which waa surely not
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exiravagant paymeni. The Secretary of |.ent members the subject dropped, the

State must be mistaken as to the manner
in which the contract was given to Blair,
for ha [Mr. Macfarlane] held in his hand a
letter from Mr. White to him stating that
a8 £00D a8 arrangements could be made,
by the direction of the Postmaster, the
despatch of the mails would take place,
and that the contract had been given him
at his present rate of payment. He was
told to fill up his papers and forward
them @8 early as possible. He did so,
and the contract was signed,
pot by an unauthorised officer, but at the
pure suggestion of the Postmaster himself,
His securities were approved of by the
Inspector of Post Offices. On the faith of
that he entered upon the contract, and
continued ocaygying the mails, for two
months before the bargain was broken.
So far from being a heavy gainer by the
contraot, he bad lost two horses, during
those two montbs. He knew he was cars
rying the mails at a severe loss. He had
to erect atabling for his horses, the station
being in the centre of a wood, and not a
building within five or six miles. Hehad
just got equipped and his arrangments
completed, relying on the faith of the Gov-
ernment, when he found himself struck
down in the interest of Purdy, who had
supporied the Government.

don, Mr, MILLER considered the ex-
planations of the Secretary of S'ate cast a
new light on this case, The contract was
first given without a regular bargain, and
judging from the circumstances of Cum-
verland, doubtless, without any public
notice The whole matter appeared ex-
traordinary in view of the small-
ness of the demand of the other bidders
for the work, several of whom asked much
less than $800. He thought the Governw
ment bound to derl with this matter, see.
ing the contract was given without a ten-
der, and could withdraw it, at 3 months,
notice. He believed the Government
deserved the thanks of the country in the
matter.

* Hom. Mr. MoLELAN suggested the
consideration of whether there might not
be circumstances warranting the remuner.
ation of Mr. Blair for loss in the first
year's performance of the work. The road
was not in a finisned state, and the rate
per mile might not have compensated
him at that time. When the railroad had
been opened a year, the route improved,
and passengers become more mumerous,
tenders for the sum named by the Secre-
tary of ftats might be expected, He be.
lieved Blair did lose largely the tirst year.

After some further remarks from ditfers

motion having been agreed to.

LIGHTHOUSES—PRINCE EDWARD.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN moved that an
humble address be presented to Bis Ex-
cellency the Gdvernor General for a copy
of all papers and minutes of Council re-
lating t7 the building of lighthouses in
Prince Edward Icland since the first July
last. He said he was one of
the delegates who arranged the
terms on which Prince Edward Island
entered the Union They bad been ass
sured it would receive the consideration it
waa entitled to from the Public Works
Department. He complained of a disap-
pontment in this respect, and pointed
out the largeness of the ocean traffic
which passed the Island, ascending and
descending the Gulf, new lines of steam-
ers using the channels of late which
should be furnished with sufficient light
houses for the protection of tbe whole
trade. At tce time of the Union, the
Local Government contemplated the ex-
tension of the light-house system to the
degree r quired, but they were assured
the Dcminion Government would see to
this improvement, The bargain ad not
been oarried out with the lsland, while all
that the needed lighthouses would cost
would probably not exceed $35000. He
learnea the other day from the Secretary
of State that it was not contemplated to
build more than one of the nine asked
for, In all common honesty, they were
fairly entitled to those lighthouses, which
would ba a benefit to the whole trade of
the Gulf. .

Hon. Mr. SCOTT had no objection to
the address moved for, but he thoughs
it could not be argued that it was the in«
tention of the late Government to build
all those light.-houses immediately. The
Island seemed to have got on for a good
many years without them, and it wae
rather extraordinary they should all be-
come neoessary since Confederation. 1t
was quite clear from Mr. Mitchell's states
ment in the other House that the late
Goverrm~nt did not contemplate proceed.
ing with them faster than the needs ot
the Island and the trade required. There
would be spent this year on those Island
light-houses in building and reparing,
$16,020, or one- half the amount the list
speaker claimed. There was, theretore,
scarcely any ground for the complaint of
neglect or breach of faith in the matter.
Two new light-houses were to be built,
including one at Weat Cape at a ocost of
$10,000 oc $11,000,
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Hon. Mr. HOWLAN repeated his coms
plaints as to the Government’s short-com-
ings ip this matter, insisting upon the
right of the Island to all that was promised
it. He urged that the repairs of some of
the light-houses would have had to be
made bLy the Dominion Government in
any case, 80 that the Island could not be
properly credited with them, and ad.
vocated diterent coloured lights from
white, employed at other pointsin the
Gulf, with 4 view to the better protection
of vessels.

Hon, Mr. MILLER said it was a most ex-
traordinary position for the hon. gentle-
man to take—that the erection of those
light-houses was a part of the specific
terms of union, when there were no such
terms in the Aot itself. Possibly some
private arrangements weré made between
the delegates and the late Government on
this sutjsot, but if so there might be half
a dozen other arrangements on as many
others, of which Parlisment has been kept
equally ignorant. True, under the Act
admitting the Island, we assumed the duty
of erecting light-houses and keeping them
in repair, but tkis was a general and not a
specifio arrangement, not binding the Gav.
ernment to any particular time,

After a reply from Hon. Mr, Howlap,
1¢-asserting his views and somejremarks
from Hoa. Mr. Montgomery in favour of
the new ligbt-houses on the ground of
their utility to the whole Gulf trade, as
also for a proper system of coloured lightas,
the mctin passed.

PRINTING.

Hon, Mr. SIMPSON presented the third
report of the Joint Commtttee on Printing,
and moved that it be conftiered on Taurs.
day next.—Carried.

SECOND READINGS.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS moved the second
reading of the bill respecting the Anglo.
Canadian Mortgage ind luvestment Com-
Pany, whose provisions he briefly explain.
ea.,

Hon, Mr. DICKEY said - he had been
struck -with several of its provisions which
were most exwuordinary, A« just stated,
it authorsed companies 1o commence busi-
nass upon the paymeat ot tem per cent
oa vhe stock ; upon that they were autho-
rized toinvest their whole capital. The
stookholders would be under but a limit-
ed liability t0 the amount of that ten per
cent. Butsome better protection ought
to be seoured for the public. Another
provision—clause 8—enabled the company

Second

[May 5, 1874.)

Readings. 161

to charge such commission to the lender
or bo.iower, upon monies invested, as
might be agreed upon. So far as that
went, it was a complete repeal of the
usury laws, or any ensciment preventing
undue interest, There were limits in the
various proviuces to the rate of interest
imposed, either directly or indirectly ; bus
his hon. friend, while restricting them to
the legal iuterest, had ineerted a clause
e :abling them to take interest indirecily
to any a.nount. .

Hon, Mr. AIKINS said he was quite
aware of \he clauses objected to by his
hon . friend but that respecting interess
was nothing new, being fouad in a dozen
bills on the statute book, In ihe first
place the artangement must be made be-
tween the parties, but at the same time it
would uot be contrary to the law as 1t
stood. The Canadian Loan and Agencies
Company’s Bill waa almost word for word
witn this on the present subject. Thas
association was in successtul operation.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY. contended that be-
cause thare had been an irregularity in
one or more cases they should not be
asked t)sanction it ia others.

The second reading was carried, and the
bill was reterred to the Comuittee on
Banking and Commeroe. i

Hon. Mr. AIZINS then moved the
second reading of the bill respecting
foreign corporations investmants in Can-
ada, He said the object of the bill was to
get over the difficulties experienced
by foreign companieq doing business
in this country. They wished te enable cer-
taln companies incorporated in the States
to do business under certain circumstances,
such as obtaining & license from the Se-
cretary of State, satisfying him as to their
bona fides, &o. He read the various clauses,
upon which he gave brief explainations ;
and said that it was desirable 10 exempt
certain companies from the trouble of obs
taining special acts of incorporation here.
He thought it would not conflict with any
act on our statute book.

Hon. Mr. BCOTT asked would it not be
best to give Government some discretion-
ary powar in the event of compsanies in.
solvent or in exceptional circumstances.
Surely it would not be right to oblige
Government to sanction companies by the
issnie of & license, unless fully satistied of
their competency to do business. He
thought shey should have some discre—
tiona1y power with the view to enquiring
as to tae solvency of companies.

Hon. Mr. AIK[NS replied that it might
be desirable for these companies to make a
return to the Finanoce - Dopartment,
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(Hear, heat, from Mr. Soott) at the same
time, although this bill was general in
character, he would like it sent to a sen
lect ocommittee or one of the standing
committees ; he was inclined to that on
Banking and Commerce. If they thought
it desirable that such a provision should
be introduced, he had no objection what—
ever.

‘I'he bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to Banking and Commerce Commits

tee.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFUORD moved the sec-
ond reading of the Bill from the Com-
mons respecting the Canadian and Great
Northern Telegraph Company. He ex-
plained that this was intended to amend
the Aot of inocorporation to which it re<
ferred. 1ts design was to extend the
time for the commencement of the works
of the Company to three years from the
passing of this Bill, and the time for coms
pletion to five years therefrom. He
thought that as the original Act was
granted, and as this amendment did not
affect the principle of the Bill, there
could be no objection to this measure.—
Carried.

THE CRIME OF LIBEL.

Hon, Mr. KAULBACH moved the
House sgain into Committee on the Bill
respecting libel as amended by the Select

Committee. :
MONTGOMERY took the

Hon. Mr,
chair.

Hon, Mr. WILMOT, in order to enjoy
an opportunity ot speaking on the 10th
clause of the bill, moved its reconsidera~
tion. He said that while strongly in favor
of the liberty of the press, he thought this
10th clause took away that security which
the publio should enjoy in regard to libel ,
because it did not hold the proprietor or
editor responsible, throwing the onus on
some party employed by him instead. He
deprecated the encouraging of a licentious
press. The hon. gentleman related an
nstance of the difticulty he had experi-
enoced in obtaining the correction by a
Liverpool paper of an untrue statement to
the effect that he had sent a ship to sea in
an unseaworthy condition and leaky. The
underwriters said they would not hold
themselves responsible under the policy,
because of the statement made in the
Mail. The ship sailed in December, and
had she been lost, which she was not, it
was doubtful if he could have recovered
the insurance. It was with the greatest
difficulty he oould get the proprietor or
editor to insert & statement acknowledg-
ing that they had made a mistake ; and 1t
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was only done at length unsatisfactorily.
He thought that clause 10 would really re-
lieve a proprietor and editor of responsi<
bility for anything published affecting in.
divi tual interests.

Hon. Mr, SCOIT said that in the case
put by his honorable friend, a complain-
ant would bave his recourse in a civil
action against the tfropriqtor. This Bill
in no way would attect a civil right
while relieving a newspaper proprietor of
the consequences of a criminal aot under
certain circumstanoces.

Hon., Mr. DICKEY said it bad been
urged as if the argument was unanswer-
able that it was inconsistent to seek to
make & person oriminally lable for the
act of his employee, in this instance, when
in no other instance was he so liable. But
it must be recollected that the circum-
stances of a newspaper publisher put him
in a very different position from any other
employer. From the very necessity of the
thing it was always the will to hold a pub-
lisher criminally responsible ; there were
good reasons for it, while in other
matters the employer was criminally liable
for the criminal action of his servans.
That was one side of the case. It was
said a person might have a civil remedy
in cases contemplated by this Bill; bu it
he had failed in & criminal prosecution
sgamnst & publisher upon the ground
that the Act was done without his
knowledge, he (Mr. Diockey) would not
give much for his civil remedy after that ;
#0 it amounted to verylirtle. Yet on the
other hand it would not seem exactly fair
that a person who was honestly carrying on
business of publishing or reporting ' pro.
ceadings, should be made criminally liable
for an act unauthorised by him-—ia his
absence perhaps, and without his consent
or knowledge—possibly against his orders,
It would be a hardship to imprison a man
under such circumstanoes, particularly
when he was civilly liable ;. and a newss
paper proprietor was supposed to bo & per-
son competent to respond toa civil action,
Upon the whole, after discussing the mat~
ter over, he had made up his mind 10 this
result. There was a grave difficulty in
the question, and a great deal in the views
put foith by his hon. friend, with whom
t0 a large extent he sympathised ; but at
the same time he thought upon a fair
consideration of the question, and con-
sidering that this law had been in opera-
tion for several years, without being ob-
jeoted to, and oonsidering also that the
balance of advantage was with the clause
be felt disposed 10 susiain it as reported
by the Commuittee, His views had been
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modified so he would not favor the strik-
ing out of the clause.

i[on.Mr. REESOR said that in reference
to the strong objection made to the clause
by the hen. member from P. E. Island
(Mr. Howlan), at the last meeting of the
Committee, he found that in its law on
this subject, a precisely similar provision
existed. He was sorry that hon. gentle-
man was not in his place to hear that the
clause of the lsland statute was substan-
tially the same as the present; and so far
from that law pressing hardly upon the
proprietor or publisher of a paper in which
a libel appeared, without his knowledge
or oonseit, and when he had used due
care and caution to prevent such an in.
jury, the Island Legielature had abolished
the feature of criminality altogether. By
the last clause of its Act, it was provided
that ¢Proceedings by criminal informa-
tion for libel are hereby abolished.”” So
there the practice and the law were even
more liberal than what was proposed by
this bill. He contended the publisher
was entitled to, at least, this amount of
protection, and that there was no wrong
in not hofding the publisher criminally
liable for libels which others might have
slipped into his paper. The 99 in the 100,
thismajority being outsiders and not pub-
lishers, could be proceeded against crimi-
nally as well as other perpetrators of
criminal acts. Under all other circum.
stances men were exempt from responsi-
bility for criminal acts done without their

rivity or consent. The sctual offenders,

owever, were held respomsible. Any
other principle would be contrary to that
of our modern law.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH said that the
hon. member for P. E. Island (Mr. Howlan)
was & member of its Legislature when its
little Act was passed. Itslast clause even
prevented the taking of an action against
a private individual.

Hon, Mr. DICKEY objected to these
references to the hon. gentleman, who
was absent. .

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH said the present
Billshould be more agreeable to him than
the Island’s statutes, as it would restrict
the power of the press, and give a man
redress against an offending editor, who
could now be criminally prosecuted.

The Committes then rose and reported
the Bill.

Miscellaneous

MESSAGE.

The SPEAKER announced that & mes.
sage bad been received from the other
House, to inform the Senate of the ap-
peiatment of s Committee, with the view
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of facilitating the despatch of business,
particularly with reference to Bills which
both Houses had to deal with.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT suggested that the
subject might be considered to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said that evidently
the object was to give the Senate a better
opportunity to legislate upon important
business, and not to throw all leading
measures to the end of the session, and
then call on the Senate to deal with them
in a manner avoiding the delay of the
closing of Parliament. This matter had
been discussed in both branches without
any satisfactory results, He presumed this
was another attempt to secure this House
an earlier’ opportunity of considering
those important matters that come before
Parliament every session.

On motion of Hon. Mr. SCOTT, the
consideration of the message was fixed for
to-morrow.

Hon, Mr. MocCLELAN moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. FERGUSON, that the Hon.
Mr. Wark be placed on the Printing
Committee, instead of Hon. Mr. Muirhead.

On the motion of the Hon. Mr, SCOTT,
the House then adjourned until Wednes-
day at 3 o’clock. :

Business.

WEDNESDAY, May 6,
The House met at 3 o’clock.

THIRD READINGS,

Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the third
reading of the Bill to consolidate the
Mortsn e and Preference sharés of the
Gran k Railway Co., and for other
P ses. Carried. .

on. ‘Mr. HAMILTON, of Kingston,
moved the third reading of the bill to
amend the Act of the Caughnawaga Canal
Company.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER explained some of
the amendments made to the bill in Com-
mittee. The mngority of the directors
would have to be British subjccts, and re-
sidents of this country, and the time for
the commencement of the work would be
extended three years,—3Motion carried.

EXCISE DUTY.

Hon. Mr. DEVER said he rose to this
notioe 10 say that he hoped this hon. *
House would conceive that he wished no
remarks of his might be taken as the
stightest refleotion on any head of Depart-
ments, or on the gentlemsn who 30 ably
fills she imporiant office of Commissioner
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of Inland Revenue.  His only object was
to obtain an intelligent expression of this
House in favor of what he conceived to
be an improvement in the mode of ren-
dering to this House, and to all who take
an interest in the examination of our
sources of Excise, an account book of
similar easy reference to that of the
“ Irade and Nayigation" of this Dominion,
that is to say, under the head of Separate
Provinces, d’etailing the sevaral items,
with their quality, &c.,, &c. He felt this
improvement now was wanted, that branch
of the Revenue of this country being so
important that this coming year he thought
it would amount to the astonishing sum of
almost six millions of dollars. And this
tax or excise being new to the Lower
Provinces, they not having even had if be-
fore entering into the Confederation, hé
held it should be made quite plain to them,
and all others interested in their examina-
tion. And whilst on this subject too, he
would agk the permission of this Han.
House to state that a strong feeling of
dissatisfaction exists at present in the
minds of all parties ‘engiged in trade re-
lations with the excise authorities, and
- this is to be regretted by thinking, and
true friends of this Dominion, since it
should be the aim of all parties employed
by the country, and paid by the people, to
soften and make as-acceptable as possible
a tax of this growing magnitude, instead
of meeting just complaints and grievances
by special pleading, if not by boldness,
coldness, and obstinate tyrannical views,
Again, while on this subject, he might be
permitted to point out the unfairness
which merchants in the Lower Provinces
have to submit to in being compelled to
pay excise on' quantities of goods they
never receive, owing to leakages or other
causes, and during 2 time they had no.
access to them, the goods all the while
having been in Government posséssion.
For instance merchants in the Lower Pro-
vinces having to obtain liquors or oil, in
bond, from Toronto, and they are con-
strained to purchase there, owingto the
protection form of the present.and past
tariff ‘and’ excise—two or' fivé hundred.
barrels' of liquor, or oil, or whisky, in
bond, as the case may be, find on their
arrival, they are not permitted to have
them guaged that they may pay only the
duty on the exact quantity received by
(them. And this seems the ggore unfair
and unreasonable from the fact that the
Government had full control of it up to
then, hen. / must s
. fault les, with the merchant, ', Besides it
is wrong for the Excise Department and
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the Government of a country to act more
unjustly than any merchant can do, that
is to take full pay for that which is short
in measure or weight, and that too whilst
under their charge and control, Secondly,
take duty again on the quantity require(i
in consumption to make up thisdeficiency,
or in other werds taking duty again on
the same article. He would further re-
mark that the prnciple is unjust, and will
yet have to be corrected or amended to
satisfy the reasonable and wide-spread
hatred to the whole system of the excise
as at present collected. In reply again to
the hon. member of the Government, he
would say that no matter whab leakage
might occur whilst in bond, the Govern-
ment could not obtain the duty on leakage
if the owrtl‘er of the goodsh gt:o%lz the ad.
vantage of exporting the to an
othergwuntry, and then bring them baci
again and enter them at the exact guaieo
Looking then at all the surroundings he
would appeal to the Government, which
the people of this country so lately have
placed in power, to see that justice shall
be done in all cases, and that instead of
resisting obstinately, reasonable’ com--
plaints of business men who have many
vexations to contend with, they will try
to harnionizé matters in such a manner as
that contentinent may reign through the
Iength and breadth of this Dominion in-
stead of bitterness and hatred, which he
knew prevailed to a very large extent
against some of the institutions of this
country. “He would therefore again ap-
peal to the Government and say that it is
most desirable that some improvement be
made in the mode of levying the excise
on liquors moved in bond from one Pro-
vince to another, and that it is unfair that.
the merchant of one Province should be
compelled to accept the excise established
in another Province, unless the quantify
on which that excise was established is
found to be correct by gauging or other..
wise, on arrival at its destination.” And
further, that gauging should take placein
the several' Provinces on arrival of the

oods ab the nearest Port of entry, and
cgluty' oiily lévied on net quantity, so as
to put merchants purchasing in bond
Doininion manufactured articles on equal-
ity with those importing from other coun-
tries, : )

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he had submitted
the motion to Mr. Brunel, Deputy Minister
of [nland Revenue, and his explanations
We;:e entirely sa&isf&cilt,)lOry. hﬁie said tll‘;ai
80 far as it was_possible, they complie
with the formabservedin the mkm%zt the.
trade and navigation returns. The laland

Duty.
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Revenue returns could not be similar in
everyrespect. There was classification as
to Provinces, and the duties received on
the various articles were as well defined as
possible. Inproof of this fact, he referred
his hon. friend to the returns for the pre-
sent year, pages 4 and 5, where he would
find a synopsis of the amounts collected on
the various articles of which the Inland
Revenue Department had charge. The
several towns of the different Provinces
were specified, with the various and total
amounts received, and so forth. At pages
6, 35 and 36, there was detailed informa-
tion on these subjects, including returns of
the amounts of commodities consumed in
the manufacture of malt, distillation of
spirits, and so on. He thought the hon.
gentleman would find the returns as clear
and distinct as it was possible to make
them. As to the loss onliquorssent from
one province to another, spoken of, it
must be remembered the bonded system
was introduced for the benefit of trade and
the entire country, and that the only fair
rule was for the Government to fix their
charge upon the quantity put into the
bounded warehouse. Surely the revenue
on the few gallons of liquids lost in their
transportation from one place to another,
should not be denied the Government. It
would be prosperous to expect the
Government to follow the article from
place to place, til it reached its utmost
destination orthe consumer, before fixing
the charge on it. It could not be main—
tained that the Government should bear
the loss from exporation or leakage. This
was a matt -r solely b. tween the buyer and
seller,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT had herard com-
plaints as to the loss from leakage and
other causes, on imported liquors. The
question was, whether it was desirable to
place the importer from a foreign country
in a better position than he who, in the
Lower Provinces, for example, obtained
his liguors from Ontario, from which the
greater portion came., The importer
from France or Britain paid duty only on
the quantity that reached him. But the
importer from Ontario had to pay duty on
the quantity lost by leakage and other-
wise, as well as on that actually received.
He argued that there should be no dis-
tinction between the treatment of those
different importers.

After some remarks from Hon. Messrs.
SCOTT and FERRIER, in elucidation of
the subject,

Ezcise

Hon, Mr. DEVER, while acknowledging

the courtesy and kind feelirg with which
he had been treated by the Ministers pre-
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sent, objected to the special pleading, so
characteristic of Government officers, high
and low, on this subject. He expected
such an answer as had come from the
Commissioper of Inland Revenue—that
the Government were accommodating
merchants, in placing their goods in the
bonding warehouses. He granted it was an
accommodation all round. The privilege
of putting large quantities of goods im
such warehouses was, perhaps, an encour.
agement to manufacturers to do business
in Canada. But while the Government had
full control over them, the merchants
had none, after they were stored in those
establishments at the different ports of
entry. Liquor in bond was, of course, not
being consumed in the country, while its
place was being supplied by other Jiquors,
on which another excise had been collect-
ed, which amounted to the Government
reveiving the duty twice. If a merchant
sold goods and demanded a certain price,
he was compelled to give weight and mea-
sure, and the Government had no less
right to act justly. It was more important
that this matter should be considered, that
some of the Provinces were separated by a
great distance. l{ome-made commodities
should be placed on the same footing,
with regard to Government charges, as
those imported from abroad. It was only
on the quantity actually received by a
merchant the duty should be levied. He
had no personal interest in this matter,
merely speaking in the interest of the
community, The losses sustained in this
way by some merchants, had driven them
from business.

Hon. F. SMITH agreed to some extent
with the hon. gentleman but found it
very hard to expect all that he required.
They had to take either one way or the
other of levying the duty. Commodities
must be measured in bond or on coming
out, the Government could not be expect-
ed to follow commodities from place to
place to see that nothing was lost—from a
distillery in the far Wert, for examp'e, to
New Brunswick or Nova Scotia,forinstance.
Supposing a barrel lost half its contents
on the trip, who was to suffer ? Suppose
it was stolen by some of the employees on
the road, the hon. gentleman would expect
the Government to bear the loss, Brandy
from France was measured, and if there
appeared any more than what the invoice
called for, merchants were charged with
it. They did not complain, however. One

‘| course had to be laid down for a guide, but

he feared that advised by the hon. gentle-
man would be found very troublesome.
One thing might be complained of, how-
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ever, that all spirits imported from a
foreign count y 'n warm weather would
guage much more than were they in a cold
cellar for a month or six weeks, but not-
withstanding, m~rchants at Teronto, for
instance, had to pay more duty on ‘the
spirits received in this hot weather than
was justified by the quantity actually re-
ceived. Warm weather expanded liquor,
so that a puncheon of rum would gain four
gallons in the heat of summer. Four
months afterwards in cool weather, the
puncheon, without a drop having been
drawn from it by hand would contain four

.gallons less‘ than when it came to this
country. But yet there must besome rule

for levying this duty, and he feared, such.

: a8 favored by the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Dever) would be more troublesome ant
annoying than the present.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN thought that this

-~ was an excise matter which there was no

~way of remedying but by the Custom
House. He spoke of the loss sustained

by the coal oil trade in the matter of leak-
age, evaporation and excise duty, which
had brought ruin upon a good many mer-
chants, The difficulty was not with regard
to what eame into the country, but with
liquid articles produced and consumed in
it. There wasnot 8o much loss by wines or
brandies as by articles like kerosene and
petroleum. When the temperature was
high, the more spirit there was in liquor,
the greater would be the loss. If a thou-
sand barrels of coal oil had to remain 20
days in the year in bond, there would be
a loss of 5,000 gallons, or something like
10 per cent. He knew, however, how
difficult it was for Government to remedy
the consequent grievance. An arrange-
ment might be made between the manu-
facturer and Government, with regard to
allowing a certain per centage for over a
hundred gallons or els of such liquid
.sbiﬁped.
on. Mr. DEVER complained of the
manner in which goods were entered in
the printed return.

Hon. Mr. SOOTT said the quantities wers
to be found on pages 33 and others,

Hon. Mr. BLLIER asked the hon.
gentleman to withdraw his motion, of
which he did pot see the utility. The
annual reports furnished the information
he asked for. True, he might desire more
details; but, while it might not be con-
venient to furnish them in print, they
might easily be got at the office of the De-

partment concetned, and lie had no doubt, -

this discussion would have a effect
in inducing the Government to look more
closely into the system of keeping the
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accounts and making the returns. It was
not always very easy to submit complete
returns since many of the branch offices
were remote from this centre. Govern-
ment, however, would try to have them
made up in the way best calculated to show
the amount and character of the trade In
the different Province. ‘lhe bonding sys-
tem was designed and calculated to benefit
the trade of the country by giving mer-.
chants the use of money for the time their
commodities were left in bond. The loss
of spirits or other liquids in the transit
from one Province to another was a ques.
tion for the seller and buyer. He did not
see why the buyer could not deduct money
for any loss of quantity. They could not
much improve the existing system, or
follow liquors all the way from Ontario to
the Lower Provinces.

Hop. Mr. DEVER—You have revenue
officers below for that purpose.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER observed that
any loss from their neglect would fall on
the Dominion revenue. . Difficulties would
occur in connection with the difference
between the return of a quantity entered
at one place and that taken out at an-
other.

Hon. Mr. DEVER said the first part of
the hon. gentleman’'s answer was very
reasonable, nor did he expect an imme-
diate change of system, but he did hope
for a change in the compilation of a new
report, and with this expectation he was
willing to withdraw the motion. Govern-
ment had a right to place liquors in bond.
ed warehouses, but the merchants receiv-
ing them should not be held liable for any
loss. How was it to be made up when
these liquors were exported to a foreign
country? Why should not the same rule
govern liquors brought from the West to
the Lower Provinces which governed as to
liquors imported from abroad ? Govern.
ment need not follow liquors in transit,
but merely place them in bonded cars and
leave their officers to look after the rest.
They need not charge duty on liquor that
had been lost. However, after this dis-
cussion, he would withdraw his motion.

CANADIAN MAIL SERVICE,

Hon. Mr. HAMILTON (Inkerman) in the
absence of Hon, Mr. Campbell moved for
an address to His Excellency for a copy of
the Postmaster General's agreement with
Dominion line of steawships, by which they
are to carry mails to an m Liverpool
$0 Canadian or Portland. - -

Hon. M¢, LET R conseating, the
motion was earried. :
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INTERCCLONIAL.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT laid on the table a
‘statement of the unpaid claims on sections
4 and 7 of the Intercolonial Railway.

Hon Mr. AIKINS moved that the 60th
rule of this House which requires that
private bills should be affixed in the lobby
for one week and one day respectively, be
-dispensed with during the remainder of
the session.—Carried.

LIBEL BILL.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH moved the third
reading of this Bill as amended in Com-
mittee.

Hon. Mr. MILLER wished to present
an amendment which would leave the Bill
in its original condition, as a faithful copy
of the English Act 6th and Tth Victoria.
He thought it was not desirable to adhere
to the alteration made in the 6th clause.
The words he desired to re-insert were :
“The particular fact or facts by reason
whereof it was for the public benefit that
the said matters charged should be pub-
lished.”” He approved of this Bill, object-
ing only to this clause which had been
altered by the expunging of the above
words. The English Act rendered it ne-
cessary not only to show that it was for
the public benefit the offensive matter had
been published, but to state the particular
fact or facts whereby it was for the public
benefit the libel should have been pub-
lished. He thought his amendment to
restore the Bill to the condition of the
English statue should not be objected t-,
because they were throwing over the press
-of & great portion of this country a pro-
tection that it had never before enjoyed.
He only asked that in extending this pro-
tection they should not go further than
the English law. Nobody would say our
press had a higher claim to consideration
than the British. Were our law the same
we could have the benefit of all the Eng-
lish decisions and precedents. He con-
cluded by moving the re-insertion of the
above words at the 9th line of clause
six,

" Hon. Mr. HAVILAND argued that it
would be of great advantage to have our
laws on all fours with that of England. He
thought no member of the press could find
fault with an amount of freedom and pri-
vilege equal to that enjoyed in the old
country., A publisher should be obliged
to show that the libel was designed for the
public good and not to gratify private
malice.’ - He was strongly of opinion that
the Bill sliould be recommitted for the re-
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Hon. Mr. PENNY said that as a repre-
sentative of the press, in this House, he
thought proper to say that as far as the
press was concerned there was no very
great desire on its part to have the ori-
ginal words struck out. The promoter
(Mr. Xaulbach) had shown him the Bill
before its introduction and he was per-
fectly satisfied with its provisions as they
stood. He did not thiuk the matter of
the amendment of very much conse-
quence. If there was any importance at-
tached to those words, as a newspaper
man, he had not the slightest objection
to their resteration; but it would be well
to remember that in doing so they would
be dealing with a law of the largest Pro-
vince of this country on the subject of
libel, which, though not entitled to any
further privileges than were enjoyed by
the others, contained nearly half the po-
{)ulation of the Dominion, and had been

iving under its Act, passed under the di-

rection of its Attorney General, a good
many years. It had been of those codified
subsequently, and seemed to have given
satisfaction. These were the only grounds
on which anybody thought it desirable in
committee to alter the clause.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY explained why he
had yielded to the desire to expunge in
Committee those words from the Bill. Tt
was thought undesirable to have any pro-
vision at variance with the Ontario sta-
tute, and with the usual form of plead-
ing, which did not require a statement of
the facts, but merely the general allega-
tion. He agreed with the hon. gentleman
opposite (Mr. Penny) that the amendment
in itself was of little consequence, any
further than it affected the Bill's passage.

After some further discussion in which
Hon. Messrs. Kaulbach, Dickey, Miller,
Scott, Trudel and Reesor, took part, the
amendment was put to the vote resulting
in a tie, there being 25 for and 25 against.
His Honor the Speaker gave his casting
vote against the amendment which was
consequently lost, and the bill was read
a third time and passed.

BRIDGE AT NIAGARA.

Hon. Mr. DICKSON moved -the second
reading of a bill from the Commons re-
specting the Niagara Grand Island Bridge
Company. He explained that the object
was to bridge the Niagara between Clifton
and Chippewa, at a place called Grand
Island.  With the completion of this pro-
ject and another in contemplation by the
Great Western Railway Company, there
would be six bridges within a distance of
thirty miles, over the Niagara, connecting



174 Siz Nation

Canada and the United States—seconded
by Hon, Mr, Miller and carried.

On motien of the Hon, Mr. HAMILTON
(Kingston), the House adjourned until
to-morrow at 3 o’clock.

TruRsDAY, May 7.

The House met at three o’clock.
After routine. .

THIRD READINGS.

The bill to amend the Act toincorporate
the Imperial Bank wasreported from Com-
mittee, without amendment, and

On motion of Hon. Mr. AIKINS, read a
third time.

Hon. M. TRUDEL moved the third read-
ing of the Act to incorporate the Stadacona
Fire and Life Insurance Company.—Car-
ried.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD moved the third
reading of the bill to amend the Act res-
pecting the Great Northern Telegraph
Company.—Carried.

t

FIRST READING.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER introduced a bill
entitled an Act to amend the charter of
the Montreal Credit Company, which was
read a first time,

8IX NATION INDIANS,

'Hon, Mr. BOTSFORD, in introducing the -
motion on the paper, in his name, said he
would explain why the New England Com-
pany was connected with the address he
was about to propose. The Company
was founded by an Act of the Tory Parlia-
ment, in 1649, and incorporated by Royal
Charter in 1661. It was endowed by the
Hon. Robert Boyle and several other
charitable persons, and also had charter
funds. He thought theincome was some-.
where about £6,000 sterling. The object
of the Company originally was to civilize
and oconvert to Christianity the Aboriginal
inhabitants of North Americaa and it was
then called the New England Company
because it was supposed that New Englan(i
comprehended a large portion of the West
and Canads. The Company had expended
half nearly its inoome on thereserve of the
Six Nations, on the Grand River, and were
* deeply interested in the good work there
undertaken and in progress. The Indians
‘were composed of the six tribes who origi-
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nally inhabited the Valley of the Mohawk
River, State of New York. They adhered-
to the British cause, and under their cele-
brated Chief and warrior, Brant, fought for’
Britain to the end of the war, when' the
Government of this country gave them a
reserve’on the Grand River, consisting &t
the time, of some one hundred thousand
acres. Subsequently about half was sold
by the Government, the proceeds being
funded for the benefit of the Indians.
Since that period they had been located
on this reserve, under the authority of the
Government. Inmany cases they had cul-
tivated the land tolerably well. They were
being educated, and converted to Chris-
tianity, principally through the influence
of this Company, yghich had established
and had in full operation nine schools,
where some 400 children were being
P educated. They also supported the Mo-
hawk Institution in the vicinity of the
town of Brantford, where some 100 Indian
children, of both sexes were being educat-
ed and taught inmanual labour, the males
agriculture and the females house-keep-
ing. This company had also with its own
tunds supported and was now supporting
four missions in the locality, and had taken
a great deal of interest in the important
problem of endeavoring to cilvilize and
convert to Christianity the aborigines of
the country,and had been to a certain ex-
tent very successful. There, for the first
time, had he seen the Indian race settled
in frame houses of their own construction
cultivating the soil and living in a civilized
state, and sending their children to school.
It was an experiment being made under
the most favorable auspices. The climate
was good, the soil unquestionably good;
they had also the protection of a kind
and liberal Government, and the aid of
stringent laws in the protection of their
rights, They enjoyed the benefits of the
exertions of this benevolent society,
which was spending annually £3,000 ster.
ling in the effort to convert and Chris.
tianize this race. There were six tribes
in the neighborhood including Mohawks,
Cayugas, the Onondagas, the Delewares,
the Tuskeroras and the Oneidas. He be.
lieved there was another tribe on a portion
of the reserve, but it did not come within
the Six Nations—the Qjjibewas he thqught.
The object of the motion was to ascertain
what was being done with regard to a por.

tion of a lot which was purchased by this
company as & labour farm, for the p ¢
of teaching the Indian children the arts of

industry and agriculture. It was obtained:
from a man named Bakoock who had been.
in possession of it 15 years. . The.Company
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purchased it 10 years ago and with Bab-
- cock’s ession had been in peaceable
sgesion for 25 years, It seemed on
rther énquiry that a portion of the six
acres in question had not been granted by
the Crown, consequently the title was still
in the Crown. The Grand River Naviga-
tion Company may have made some claim
to this part of the lot, but it did not com-
}];%se & part of the towing path or canal.
e object of the enquiry was to ascertain
what the claim of the Town of Brantford
yas—six acres, which had been so long
in the possession of this Company. It
formed a part of the reserve, being in
the immediate neighbourhood of the
Mohawk institution and church which
had been built by the Indians when dri-
ven from the Valley of the Mohawk,
aided by persons who feit an interest in
the weltare, of those six nations, The
church adjacent had been repaired by the
friends of the Indians and the Company
and in which Divine Service is now held
for the benefit of the Indians. If the town
took thosesix acres from the Company, it
would have a very injurious effect upon the
Indians, inasmuch as the land was in the
immediate vicinity of the Institution and
Church; and it was supposed that a class
would settle on it whose influence would
prove prejudicial to the young Indians in
the near neighbourhood. He desired
to ascertain what tbe nature of the
claim of Brantford was, and to obtain
& copy of any Report or information rela-
ting thereto from the Local Superintend-
ent Mr, Gilkison, whose exertions on
behalf of the Six Nation Indians is enti-
tled to all praise, as also the Government
decision on the question. The institution
was a most praiseworthy one, and the com-
y was entirely disinterested in its ac-
tion. They had no personal motive in
seeking to hold this land, for which, if
nocessary, they were willing to pay; but,
they felt their work would be injured,
their benevolent objects frustrated if
Brantford succeeded in obtaining this
. It was a singular circumstance and

ome which excited his surprise, that not-
withstanding all the exertions of this com-
paay, the surrounding white element, and
the influence of some two-thirds of the
now christianized Indians, there were five
hundred Pagans still in the heart of that
reserve. A mitigation of the fact was
that they were not idolators—and he be-
lisved the great Iroquois nation were never

idolators — they worshipped the Great -

m. It was most interesting to see
1 people fopowinf the ceremonies and
observing the rites of their forefathers in

‘

[May 17,1874

Indians. 1

worshipping the Great Spirit. Of course
the company were taking every step, by
the introduction of schools into every
district, with the view and in the hope of
converting to Christianity, this singular
race of people. He had no doubt, when
the attention of the Government was
directed to the subject, they would prac-
tice the same kind treatment to the In-.
dians which the Governments of Britain
and Canada had ever been distinguished
for, and which formed such a striking con-
trast to the policy of the Government of
our neighbours towards the Indian races.
A good and eonsiderate policy on the
part of our own Government would have -
a most important influence and bearing
upon the settlement of the Great North
West. No doubt DBritish and Canadian
policy in this respect had made a dee,
impression on the Indians, rendering 1t
much easier to deal with them than could
otherwise have been possible. 1he kind
feeling and generous spirit displayed
in our treatment of those people would
no doubt have a good effect in facili-
tating treaty and other arrangements be-
tween our Government and the Indian
tribes of the West. (Hear, hear.) The
hon. geutleman concluded by moving the
following resolution :—

That an humble Address be presented
to Ilis Excellency the Governor General,
that His Excellency will be pleased to
cause to be laid before this House, a Re-
turn showing any claims that may bave
been made by the authorities of the
town of Brantford to a portion of the
lot of land near the Mohawk Institu-
tion, now in possession of the England:
Company, in trust for the Six Nations .
Indians, at the Grand River, Ontario;
also a copy of any instructions, if any,
from the Indian Branch of the Depart-
ment of the local Superintendent, Mr.
Gilkison, relative to the said lot, with a
copy of the report from the said Su-
perintendent, respecting the same, and
what decision the Government has ar-

.rived at as to the disposal of the said:

piece of land,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that while cases
in dispute were before the Government,
he believed it was not usual to bring down
papers, but 8s in this cage the dispute had
been standing since 1842, this could
scarcely be cited as a good reason for
refusing them. As he understood it,
the around were sold for the be-
nefit of the Indians in 1840, subject to
certain terms and conditions which had
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‘been referréd to arbitration, but the ar-
“bitrators’ report had never been pro-
-duced. Since, however; the town of
Brantford claimed the land as public pro-
yerty—alongside part of the pier or dock,
or the purpose of wharves. The property
had stood in that position in the Indian
Department from that day till this. Of
course it was important that the claim
should be decided, and if the case the
honorable gentleman brought forward
was true in al its details—and he had
no doubt it was—it would appe r the
company has a strong interest in this
property. There was no objection to
the production of these papers, though
he could not say what settlement ocould
be made.

APPOINTMENTS AND DISMISSALS IN
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN rose to submit the

‘motion on the peper in his name jwhich

read as follows :—¢‘That he would ask the
House to take into consideration a return
10 an address to His Excellency the Gov-
ern-r General, to ciuse to be laid before
this House a ¢copy of all appointments to
and dismissals from office in P. E. Island,
as we'l as a copy of all petitions and other
papers connected therswith since 1st July
last, and would then move the following
resolution: ¢‘That in the opinion of this
honorable House, it is not in the interest
‘of the good government of - this -Domi-
nion that any officer of the Civil Service
should be drmissed from :office unless
for either misconduct or incapaocity.”
The hon. gentleman proceeded to say
‘that the papers brought down -had not
been printed, but that was net his fault.
P. E. Island hed come into’ Confedera—
tion on 1st July, 1873, when it weds ne-
cessary in the interests of the public
-service of the Dominion that several of
‘tne Departments should be re-organised,
‘and new appnintments made under the
new arrangements. These appointments
‘wers not made until the following -No-
vember when we, its representatives, were
up here. What we complainéd of was that
without any complaints against the new
- appointees they were removed from office
—not that at that particular time the Gov-

. ernment which made those appointmeénta
‘had not amajority i the country attheir
*.baek, and that therefore thesaid appeint-
‘ments were not entitled to the oredit allow-
able under othey circumstances.: N would
be remembered the Island was then:a por-
-tion of the Dominion, snd it was necessary
+the appointments should be made. > After

. July the’Custom House officer at Charlotte-

!
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town had to doall the work, so thatin the
interest of the public service the appoint-
ment had to be made. Theappeintmenit had
been made by his (Mr. Howlan's) successor
and he filled the office with due satisfac-
tion to the department; but without any
notice of any incapacity on the part -of
the official, or of any misconduct in any
way, he was removed summarily in Jan-
uary. The particular appointments made
in the Islang were in the Custom House,
Inland Revenue and Post Office Depart-
ments. The first difficulty arose when the
Deputy Minister of Inland Revenue ocou-
pied the office. The different appaint-
ments were sent direct from the Depart-
ments in Ottawa to the offices below. The
new officials complied with all the condi-
tions of the acceptance of office. -He
spoke at present particularly of Messrs.
Ferguson and MacNeil both of whom were
in tue Inland Revenue Office. An officer
from Ottawa went down to swear those
gentlemen in, but strangely enough on
reaching Charlottetown discovered hé had
not the power. He said in the correspon-
dence that he then applied to the Minister
there—Hon. Mr. Laird he supposed<—
who also probably discovered he had not
the power. The matter was then referred
to the Department. At this time:the
gentlemen were in possession of - their
offices, and the gentleman from Ottaws
was to examine them and report. They
had handed in their bonds, but he no-
tified them next day that t.imy must hot
take charge of their-offices, though 20
days had elapsed since their appointment.
The gentleman who -oceupied the - offloe
for the time then wrote .the letter of the
24th November to Mr. Brundéll, the assis-
tant head of the Department. © ... -
Hon. Mr. AIKINS hére suggested:that
the papers should be printed, to enable
members to understand this quéstion in
all its branches. - . e
After a brief conversation - by sevéral
members on the subject, R
Hon. Mr. Scott said it was -una ‘
as-the facts were admitted; and upon
them the hon. gentleman mw
down a principle as {o'such i .
Hon. Mr. HOWLAN promised' 0" give
the information contiined in the papors in
the course of his rem#rks. . He contirtbed
to say that this was a most important gties-
iion, involving all the provimcas aswell as
Prince Edward Island. .- He ‘desirbd’ to
show there was & hooéssity, & basis'ibifaot,
and justice for & resotution of-this iied.
After  Mr. -MaoNeil:-had redeived . offias,
with all his instrudtions and pre :
he wrote an answer acknowledging there:

Dismissals.



185 b, EI:lami
osip} of the letter, Informiig hizi that the

Goverripr General had been pleased 1o ap-
wmmi Collector of ‘Ihhl:xld vaen‘n}:

&o., st on'the 20tk of the month he had

received & note as follows: :'Please do not

enter on the duties ol District Lnspector

until * further advised.”  This was
oertain] strange conduct when
viewed ~ in  the Iight of other .cir-

The Fob. gentletisn continued comment-
ing upon the danger ofsuch sonduact. " The
official” from Utfawa travelled all the way
to Pictou, stopped £Wo days thére and then
crossed ta Chariottetown before discovering
he had nat power to administer the oath to
a gentleman sometime appointed and
ready Qiilh;"!,l}l'.l!u, pecurities to fulfil the
oconditions required by his appointment.
The .w'“%tme of the case was, hows
ever,that t on. Mr. Laird was there.at
the time, doubtléss ready fogive hisadvice’
and {0 interfere, though not the minister of
that particular départment. "It was a singu«
lar coincidence that he was there, and he
left the House to draw their own cohclusions
from jt. 'Benext read the narrative of the
Ottawa official, including bis mention of

his consulting Mr. Laird on the ooccasion.
He {(Mr. Howlan) could wuderstand
his consulting the head of the department

in questiorl... A Mr, Nash, connected with
the ugmwm‘ 't Ottaws, was sent down
and I&ndn@ﬂunhtthg h January, when
the Goyetnment appointed Jobn A. Me-
Donald, , The mstter had been left
in abeyasice from November uritil January,

r
one parfy thinking that he h:? the office, |

and snother telling him that he could
not get if, This was an ex inary
position tq be placed ifi. Mr. MacNeil as-
sumed 'Qﬁ'o(o}fbu} the oorréspondence did
not give the letters which passed beiween
him and Mr. Patterson at Ottawa. Mr.
Ferguson“was an assistant as the same
office, aiid was put_through about the
same operation as the other. Next we
ocome to thé Marine and Fisheries Depart-

ment. To that office.were appointed Mr.
" John Corbett and Dr. J. T. Jenkins, and

it mit'h ,be surprising that at this mo.
men Corbett -ﬁ&poied he had gdt the
oﬁmﬁpﬁm& appointed on the 13th of
Octo! d dismissed on the 6th of De~

oer, and dis

oembér, butat pregent he had no know-
lodsmhpw was really dismi - or
not.

He wrotes letter o the Minister
 and Fisheries, having no direct
. fion with the office.  H@

one of the beat . .

was every way fitfor the posiion, and

ocould procure secarity for $40,000 or

$50,000 as appears by his letter to the

18 :

of
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. Departpent,

delailed in the correspondence,

. Hé was
tectsin the Dominion, -
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' TR L A B T e
In'auswer 'to his, nota’,be -
was informed from the DepaArithent—’ L
have to acknowledge the receip :? ‘
lotter, addressed 1o the Miniy .,

' rine, requesting to be retained utl?g(f:‘

spector of light<houses, and in reply. 1.
have to inform you tha} the matter will ,
be considered” Hé (Mr. Howlan), pre-
sumed the matter was pnder eqnw%;.- B
tion yet, for to this' day he did not kagw .
whether he was dismissed or not. He'
contended that gentleman ought to haye
been notified. of his dismissal, po ag to |
have been ablé to act in the matter in the .
way most conducive to hia interests. . Dr.
Jerkins, the medical officer, was appoints
ed on the 18th November, and dismissed
the 6th Deceniber.” Up to the time he
left the lsland that gent eman : was dis-
obarging the duties of his ottice, and_ stypn |
posed he was to be continued therein,
His was also probably a case af dship.,
The néxt case ‘was in the Militia D gun-,,
ment, which had dissiissed tolonel Gray,,
Adjutant-General, Mr. Freeland, the Pay- .
master. They were dismissed, but. somse
bright star influenced the fate of thoge
gentlemen, for they . were . rewin-
stated, This ‘act was  done . in,
the dark. but  those = gentlethgn.
appeared to have somie good friends in the
Council, for, dismissed one week, they werp
re-appointed the next. They were a sort
of double-barrelled gentlemen, for they.
were appointed by bouh Governments, and

‘therefore, must be good officiala, Iu the

Gpstom House, there were ‘only ong or.
two dismissed.' 'Mr. Coneotﬁru (Currie,, pey- .

"haps’ owed bis luck - to

on,
with the paper of Mr. Laird, the Pairiot
of v'vl?iolf.rl:e ‘was Editor, , . Ma,
L;n’nan, wgo”vﬁm' removed, . h;;l 1o charge
of misconduct or incipacity "brqu
against him, since he acgggll.ed the ptﬂ.‘
on the 4th November; yet was diss
charged on the 9th of January. He woujd
neoessarily, in the meantime, have given
up his private business. "He was soborang
industrious, and every way qualified for:
the post, still he had been kept in sus.
pense up ti!l the 9th January. . A. paper
with mg::t to the dismissal of & man
named tain, being dismissed at Samy
merside, had not been produced, .He was
a man ﬁ)y;::::f uuege, but wﬁs suddep
deprived of his little salary. His petition
for re~instatément was signed by.nearly all
the clergymen, bankers snd; merobsuts
‘.’,L. the ph&;ﬂ His m;ummm
n, A8 8 d . ¥
sppoiatol “wx o 1n the olber case
The -Audifor-General’s departthent was
one of the mosy important, as they all
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knew. The Treasurer of the Island was
appointed to that particular office, with an
assistant—a young man who had held
offios under all Governments, useful and
very difficult to be done without, He was
advived to takethe office, and there was no
ocomplaint made against him. He was
well quatified and experienced, yet he too
wu_rimovod trom*ottice on the 12th Janu-
ary—& partioularly unfortunate day for ail
oflicials in Prince Edward laland.  He
(Mr. Howlan) contended that this policy
was injudicious and buriful to the public
interest, Those gentlemen dismissed
had not received that courtesy and
fair play which they were entitled
to. Iv might be answered as a
strong argament that Government made
those appointments when they were going
out of power, but several officers were
also appointed in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick at that particular time, yet
he was not aware of their having
been treated as the Island officiuls.
It was rumoured in the lsland that a
clean sweep was going to be made of the
oftices in the Custom House, Inland
Revenue, and Post Office Departments.
That would be most unfortunate for the
interests of the Dominion, because the
system pursued in the Island might be
carried out in the other Provinces. The
Islanders were a contented people, and
small as they were as a community they
were not calling for better terms. Their
present officials had given entire satistac
tion. The Government, if they disturbed
the trade of the country by deranging the
post office and other public departments
would not be acting for the advantage of
the country. Before Confederation the
lslanders had the unfortunate habit of
turning out the officials with the change of
Government. [Hear, hear, from Hon. Mr.
Soott]. For this and other reasons we ad-
vooated Confederation, afier which we
hoped the practice would cease. He knew
it would relieve the leader of the Govern-
ment to be freed from the necessity of
making those changes. In conclusion he
said he was strongly opposed to any dis-
missals from the civil service except for
misconduct or incapacity. He thanked
hon. gentlemen for the patience and
courtesy with which they had heard him,
and concluded by proposing the foregoing
resolution. :

Hom, Mr. SCOTT said that all would
agree that the necessity for placing
motions of this kind on the paper had not
bitherto existed in Canada, It had been
the proud boast of this country that the
aots of their predecessors had been recogs
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nised by the different Ministries, so far

as it was possible with any regard to the
interest of the public; and he thought

Dismissals.

that, in this case, when hon. gentlemen® -

heard the facts, they would ngf imagine
this Government had acted in any way "
unfriendly or impropger in regard to 2, E.
Island,and that it would be seen that the
hon. gentleman had scarcely put his en-
quiries as he should bave, in bringing this
matter before the House Last year when
the question of Confederation was being
brought to a tocus, Hon. Mr. Laird, then
a colleague of one of the lesders of the
Local Government. and Mr. Haythorne,
visited Oitawa, and c:me 10 an sgreement
with the late Canadian Government, as {o
the basis upon which the Islind should
enter the Confederation. We all knew
that in carrying out great measures of
this kind,in small countries, men were in. -
fluenced by lofty motives or by small
locul jealousies. An Anti-Party arose-
there and a Separate School rarty. His
own ocolleague (dr. Laird) and an hon,
gentlemen now a member of this Nenate
had, however, decided to promote Con-
federa'ion and, wmith the hoa. Mr. Yopé,
who was in the Local Government, carried
it They appealed to the people, and by
crie- of one kind orother, persuaded them
to agree to urion But what did the local
mivister then do? He was surpriced
that the hon. gentleman (Mr. Howlan)
should not have been frank, ingenuous
and str.ightforward in his statement, and
told the arrcumstances that led to the re-
movals 80 lately. What did that hon. gen-
tleman and his colleagues do, after the
elections ? They swept away every oivil ser- -
vant in the Island, who had been a-friend °
of the late or preceding Administration.
He (Mr., Scott) believed there had not
been three exceptions, and this was
the gentleman, forsooth,  who
came forward in an indignant
speech, and recommended a course consis.
tent with that action =8 the only one
that could secure peace and prosperity to
the 1sland ? Not only did that hon. gen.
tleman sweep away all the old evil ser.
vants, but he, a Minister, himself and
ocolleague, had seized upon two of the vest
offices in the Local Government. gen-
tleman who had been Postmaster-General
for 1nany years, & man respected by every-
body, was dismissed three days betore:
Confederation, the Hon. Mr. Macdonnell,
himeelf taken possession of that office,while
the hon. gentlemsn, here, (Mr. ﬂoﬂ:ﬂ
despoiled a Mr. Currie of his offi:e, as h »
of the Customs, three days before Con- -
federation. The indiguation of the lsland
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was .raised by this atrocious Act. A lead«
ing papér of the Island, spoke the gener.
al sentiment, in the occasion. 'The lead«
ing me: of the Island presented an addresg
to Mr. Donald Currie, which appeared in
the Prince Edward Ieland Patriot.

llf:!on. Mr, HOWLAN.—Written by him«
self.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT, having read an article
strongly condemnatory of Mr Currie's
dismissa!, in the Patriof, continued - The
wicked Aot of the Federal Government
was the replacing of Mr. Currie in his
position, sensible of the worth of such an
old fsithful officer. That a three days’
Government could sweep him and many
others out of official existence was
surprising  to us, but those Min.
“ jsters themselves were borne out of
sight by the next tumultuous wave of
" politios that rolled over the island shortly
sfter. The hon. gentleman himself (Mr,
Howlan) lost both his seat and his office,
He and his colleague Mr. Macdonnell,
knowing their rule would be short, dismias
sed all the officials, and seized upon the
two best offices themselves. He left it to
hon. gentlemen to say whether it was in
good taste for that hon. gentlemen under
such ocircumstances—whether it was a
dignified course to render necessary the
recital of the facts he had just made pub-
lic. . Thet hon. gentleman had been one
of the Anti-Confederation men returned,
but having attained power, and perceiviag
it would be beneficial to come into the
Union, they turned round and agreed to
join the Dominion. He (Mr. Bcott) was
much gratified thata better light had shone
in on them, being averse from attributing
to their course in this respect, any but the
most honorable motives. He merely al-
luded to the circumstance to show how it
was that the Laird government was so sud-
denly defeaved, Those who brougnt it
into existence afterwards refused to stand
:{ it, When the hon. gentleaman's (Mr.

owlan’s) administration came into oflice
for the moment, Mr. Laird did not oppose
it. He and colleagues said —we have hon-
estly gone into Confederation, and will
help you to carry it out, 80 as to be unani-
mous —we will not seek to tear down your
Cabinet. So they did, and when they
were thus aoting they appealed to those
gontlemen saying, ¢ We are all entering
Confederation, and let it be on some
broad basis we all can approve of ; let it
be oarried, and the offices to be given
shall be divided fairly between the two
parties that each section may be fairly
represented.” Was not that a just and
fair principle proposed by the Laird
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}mty ? FEvents so ran that the ahort-
ived Government, that his hon. friend
[Mr, Howlan] was connected with, went
under, Mr. Laird came here, and in No.
vember took part against the Administra.
tion of that day, as did also the majority
of the members of the House of Com.
mons, A motion of want of confidence
was put on the paperon the 26th October,
and on the 4th of November following all
the appointments were made from one
particular party, and on the recommenda-
tionofa party in the minority in the Island,
After the new Government came into
power here, it was represented to them
that public opinion would never be satis«
fied with that condition of things, that it
looked upon it as a fraud—the whole trans~
action as dishonest. We ssid then that
the fair and honest thing was to divide
the 28 or 30 offices between the Futies
equally ; replace as far as possible the
gentlemen who had been in office be«
fore, and give the new set some of the
other offices, leaving them & fair
half. That policy he was happy to say had
brought peace and contentment to the
Island, having met the approbation of the
large msjority of its people. The hon.
gentleman here read an article from ove
of the lsland journals severely censuring
the dismiseals of the Howlan Government
on the ground of cruelty, selfishness, and
injustice. After cries of ¢ dis " he
resumed his remarks, He said he would
not now discuss whether it was in good taste
or proper for a Ministry attacked in the
Commons on & vote of want of confiience,
and which had to resign on the 5th Novem-
ber should have on the 4th gone intos
system of wholesale appointments to grati.
fy a small clique on the [sland, 8o far as
the abstract principle went he supposed
they had a naked right, but it was one that
Governments in this country had not ex-
ercised to such a wholesale extent. He
was not basing his argument on the pre.
rogtive of the Crown or on the right of
the Government to advise those appoint«
ments, but was taking the broad, fair,manly
ground that when a portion of this coun~
try was coming into Confederation it was
wise and proper —it was the duty of the
Administration here to consult the feel~
ings of all parties and make Confedera-
tion agreeable to all. It was
right that all political bodies, sections and
interests should have fair representation.
It was on that principle the present
Chamber was c¢onstituted in 1867, and
that the late Ministry prooseded in the
treatment of the different parties in the
Provinces which had since entered the
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Unpion, so that no party, majority or
minaqrity shopld enjoy a . monopoly of the
adyantages accruing. If we had dimissed
all tho, officers who had been appointed

and named others there might have bheen

some cause of complaint, "1t would have
been, following the example set by the
preceding local Government itsel!’; but
when they, simply took back s0 far as they
ooulg, the old officers despoiled impropers
ly a few months before, and supplement-
ed the number by ‘one half from the
minority party, they took the course best
adopted to soften any' hostile feeling in
the island, and to make its people appre-
ciate their motives, which were good, and
their action, which was intended to pro-
mote that harmony, and good feeling
:pich should prevail in the Island. (Hear,

8ar.)
~ Hon. Dr. CARRALL could not agree
with the honorable fnueman who- had
Just .eat down with regard to these
. dismissals. In his very able treatment
of the subject he had not touched
the. point at issue.
asked to vote for a resolution the necesi»
ty for which he regretted. It proposed
that they should nos adopt in future the
Americap principle which had been purw
sued by -the present administration, of
diamissing the officials, Whilst he did not

stand up torday as the apologist of the

. late Government, he desired to severely
.condemn the dction of their successors in
the dismissal of those ofticials.” The hon.
gentlernan here related a. instance of the
o nfirmation of the appdintment of a gen-
uleman who held office under the [mperial
Government. The Duke of Buckingham
intended to mske out his commission,
but before it could be done, the Ministry
of which he was a meraber was succeeded
%y} the Gladstone administration ; yet,

atl Granville respected his predecessor’s
purpose and made out the commission,
the person being well qualified. That was
the principle acted upon by British Gov-

_.ernments with respect to patronage. This

spirit should govern out goingand in coms

ing administrations in this country. With-
out defending the conducs of the late

Government with respect tojappointments,

he ooudemned the present for violation of

British ‘practice and precedents. The

.. Pecretary of State had said inferentially,
tpat we had nothing o' do with the Local

_ ditferences and prejudices of Colonies coms

) ;ni; into the Union. Hesaid ‘Let us go out
of such petty grooves,” yet that hon. gen-

, tleman, among the first acts of his minis-

teﬁbl life was partizeps crimirus with s

,.polleague in delving into all the vile linen
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and into all the picayune politics of the
little Island before Confederation. He
contended that his policy with regard to
congiliation, and the wiping out of all the
pre-existing littlenesses and pettinesses of
the insular politics was more calculated to
stir up and perpetuate them. That the
hon. gentlenan should have allied him-
gelf with an Island party and gone
into all the ald quarrels and.difficulties
was an additional reason for the censure
of this Government. (An ironical cheer
from the Hon. Mr. Letellier). He was
glad to hear that somebody cheered bim,
(Laughter).” He contended that the Gova
eroment had been guilty of moet un-
patriotic action 1n this matter, and he was
told that they were going to perpetrate
similar acts, It was his duty to oppose
conduct that he believed was not conduci
to the interests of the inién an
which was caloulated to distarb the inter.
ests and good feeling of the Island, exist-
ing in ante-Confederation days. -

Hon. Mr MILLER -said that the dis«
cussion had takes a course he liad not

uite ‘anticipated. The resolution 6f the

onorable member from Pritios Edward
Island was of so genersl & ohiracter, that it
did not at first appeat 10 him &k intended
to censure the Governmént for actd~ comn-
mitted’ since their assumption ‘af‘office.
He had imagined from theé course of his
honorable friend in not offering a motion
of disapproval in regard to' any "spacific
case, that the honorable gentieman oon-
sidered he had no case to Jd’lt,ify' ‘such a
step. But the speech of ‘the hondrable
mover was very spécific in thé other di-
rection, and had been altogether tonfined
to certain dismissals in ‘Ptinos” Xdward
Island ; he had hardly said & word' in dup-
port of his resolution exdept in'relation
to those dismissals. In' ‘that conmection,
the motion while on the face of'it contain.
ing a proposition that by itself & " would
readily assent to, was cléarly interded as
a vote of censuré. As sych, he (Mr, Mil.
ler) was not disposed to suppoft it,us he
did not believe that the hororable gen-
tleman had madé out x case to cal for
any censure on the administration. When
he (Mr. Howlan) had moved for the pspers
in connection with the recent  dtsmissals
of public employees in the ‘colohy 'to
which he bélonged, he (Mr. Millér) in-
ferred from his remarks that good grotinds
existed for cepsuring the aots' of which he
had complairied. - From the remarks of
the honorable member on that 'obgasion,
he had beén led to beliove ‘that several
old and competent publis’ séryantk had
been dismissed without Tatiod oy ‘canne of
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dismissal assigned ; that those men had
‘been sacrificed on purely party grounds,
, “sad at the jnstance, and for the benefit of
~ politipal pertizans. Had such been the

o880~ it been shown to him that the

Government had ruthleasly struck down'

trustworthy public servants in order to
feplace them with their own followers or
tools, he (Mr. Miller) as an independent
member of that House would only be
content with a direct vote of censure on
such an otfence, instead of the general
propesition before the Senate. But from
the information given by the papers laid

on the table, and in the speech of the’

honorable Becretary of State, as well as
from the information otherwise obtained,
he could not help coming to the coniclusion
that the charges the honorable member
bad made had not been sustained. He
‘had ‘dupposed that the honorable gentle-
nin ‘himself had come tothe same con-

on, ad gtherwise he would have pro-
posed & specific censure of the Gavern-
- ment, That woald have been a more fair
_ and oandid course, than the one he had
" sdopted, by which the honerable gentle~
‘'man endeavored indirectly and by impli-
" cation to'secure a hostile vote against the
| ‘sdipinistration, He (Mr, Miller) was dis-
" ‘posed to givq the Government fair play,
bat ‘hé did mot think that was fair play,

* therefore he could not go with his hon-
orable in support of a motion that
dhder other circumstances, and in the

abatract, he would approve of.
‘pbintments of ihe gentlemen removed had
- .4ll been made at a time when it was well
" known that the Government of the day
did pot possess the confidence of Parlia.
ment or the country, and when the
Civil Service of Prince Edward Island,
a3 a résult ‘of confederation with Cinada,
“&s well as all its publio aftairs, wasina
" state of transition from the old to the
" niew order of things, and when appoint-
menta, as in a period of political revolu-
_ tion, donld not properly be either accept-
" ed or oonlerred under the ordinary
oonditions of tenure. These appointments
were made by men who possessed a
momentaty command of the situation—
who ‘improg:r’ ly used their advantage, and
sppeat to have involved a breach of faith

. iair dealing in the peculiar circums
stancés. of the colony at the time. He
~ regretied that the dismissals had been con-

ered 1 even in this view of the
chse, but 'he ocould not oconsider them
" unjustifiable, especially after the facts
stated by the Secretary of State, that they
" ‘were ;Absolutely demanded in some in-
~_standes, fo remedy the injustice done to
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previous inctimbenu. for v'vsich the hon.
mover himself was responsible. .the
resolution come beforé the 'S’enimr
difterent circumistances, he wgtld suppart
it, for he was strongly oconvinced of its
wisdom and justice of the principle it
enunciated in relation to the true jnters
ests of the state. He trusted the English
rule in regard to offive- holders, as l}:r a8
circumstances permitted, ‘would be Yol
lowed in this country, and thought that it
was highly advisable that the members of
this House should give expression tq their
views on the subject, if for no other res-
son, to strengthen the hands of the Gov-
ernment against undue pressure. Per-
h«ps there never had been a time in
Canada within the past quarter of & cens
tury wten any Administration was maore
liatle to pressuré from its supporters for
the dismissal’ of their opponents from
office than the present. The party now
controlling the sffairs of this country had
been for a long term of years in the coli
shades of opposition, and their opponents
bad ocértainly during that ‘periopd mo«
nopolized the publio patronage. . It might
be safely said that three-fourths of that
patronage were in the hands of the mi-
nority of to.day, ‘while nearly three-
fourths of the representation of the coyn-
try in'the popular branch of the »Legix-
ture were in the hands of the dominant
parwy. 1t was for this and other reasons,
that he must condemn in the sfrongest
terms the wholesale appointments of the
late Government on the eve of their re-
siynation, and when they knew they had
lost the confidence of Parliament, as un»
constitutional and unjustifiable in the €xe
treme, and not binding on their suooces-
sors. So, also, was their action’in yégard to
the increase of the salaries of imporiant
branches of the Civil Service. 'He did pot
mean to say that some 'spllmijltg;no'qtn
could not have been gré erly made at
that time, but they should have been
limited by British precedents. ' Hia hon,
friend from British Columbia (Mcr, Carrall)
had said that he only ‘wanted British

ractice in this country, and asked for an

nglish precedent to justify the late dis-
miesals. In reply, he (Mr.. Miller)
ohallenged the hou. gentleman’ to pro-
duce an English precedent to justify the
wholesale appointments of the late (ov-
einment, when they knew they. had lost
the confidence of Parliament. w-)
The appointments of scores of of in
almost every branch of the Pub) Sar-
vice ‘that were then made, he belieyed 1o
ve both unprecedented andnxz stitu.
tional. It would not'be surprisieg there.
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fore, in view of the position of the
_whole' queetion, if the party now
in power should olamour wildly
for the dismissal of their opponents in
order to make room for their own friends.
* As things stood at present, it must be ad-
mitved that power and patronige in this
Dominion, held relations to each other.
very unususl and anomalous. Sucha state
of affairs might never agsain occurin this
country, because, if the present Gov-
ernment held office for a few years, which
was not impossible, they would have ame
ple opportunities of doing justice to their
friends without inaugurating a vicious
system. It depended upon the firmness
and justice of the present Government, in
" the trying position in which they were
placed, whether the Knglish rule in regard
to non-political office-hulders, was to pre-
vail in Canada, or the American system of
dismissals on every change of Government,
was to take its place. They all knew the
position was a very difficuls one—more
difficult, and peculiar from the facts he bad
alluded te than any Government of this
Dominion may ever agsin be called upon
to face; but the vital interests at stake

sbould nerve the administration to meet it

" with determination and wisdom. There
could be no argument as to the compara-

tive benefits of both systems. The efficis’

enoy of the publio service should be the
first consideiation of every Government,
although this was not always the case.
The Government that make qualifications
the test of appointments to office, and
conduot and efficiency the conditions

of its tenure, will always secure the bess
talent for the service of the state. Then
there was the inhumanity of dismissing
deserving public servants who generally
became untfit for other employments, often
to make room for favorites or party-hacks
with claims of a very questionable descrip~
tion. They wanted no better examples
in this matter than England and the
United Biates. In the former, honesty
and efficiency was the result of the system
thére pursued—in the latter, dishonesty
" and inefficiency were more notorious
' among their public employees of the class
of which he was speaking, than in any
other country whose constitutional system
he was acquainted with. ‘I'here the policy
of removals trom office on every change
of tulers had ocarried oompetition
and anOI:})etency into every de-
partment the public service. An
offios holder, hable to dismissal in the
" acoession ot lgu political opponents to
r, had Do incentive to integrity and

g; elity in the discharge of his duties, but
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thought only of making the mo&t of 'his
lace while he held it. The system h.d
geen ocondemned by the best of Atherican
Statesmen, and had received the strongest
condemnation in recent Presidential Mes.
sages. But it had obtained such a hold
that it was now alnost impossible to apply
a remedy. President Grant had attempt.
ed reform. but it was well known with what
result. He trusted this country would
profit from that experience, and check
the evil in the bud. The executive au-
thority in the United States had been
weakened by the encroachments of the
legislature on its proper domain, and the
latter would not readily give up its ad«
vantage The example should warn our
executive not tofall into the same mis.
take, and not submit to undue pressure
from its Parliamentary supporters in the
distribution of pstronage on merée party
grounds. While he [Mr. Miller,] admitted
thata Government should reward its sup-
porters, and listen to some extent to theiwr
advice in sppointments to office, he con.
tended that even in such cases qualification
and merit, should be indispenssble to
promotion in the public s>rvice. An
able American writer;on this subject
had justly said that "*‘the man who
buys outright with his own money
‘his seat in the National Legis.
lature is guilty of an act not more dishona
orable to himselt, and far less hurtful to
the public interests than that which he
comumits in paying for the same dignity eut
of the nation’s means,at the expense of the
nation’s future good, by an appointment
to office:”” What should form a sufficient
cause for the removal of offitials was not
& question on which there cught to be
much difference of opinion, e resolu-
tion of the hon. membeér mentioned incapa-
city and misconduct in office, but they
might not all agree on what should con-
stitute misconduct. He held th-t a non.
political office~holder should abstain trom
sctive interference in political ‘contests —
at least, should never make himself a
violent partizan. Above all, he should
never by such misconduct make himself
obnoxious 10 the Government whoss ser-
vant he was, Any Goveroment, in his
opirion, would be fally justified in dismis~
sing an official who had been guilty of such
impropriety. No administration could be
expected to retain in its servios its opba
and oftensive enemies, but he woufd not
support any administration in ocompelling
a publio servant to vote contraty to his
convictions on pain of dismisedl.” That
woull be a tyranny that all should de-
nouuce, for perfect neutrality should be
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the right of every official who desired it.
(Bear, hear.) He did not, however, consid.
er that the rule should extend to the lowest
grades 'of the pablic service, such as way
post fffos keepers, &c, whose duties were
trifling and #alaries insignificant ; he did
not believe it should be applied to the
hosts of petty officials of that description
scattéred over the country, He thought
that 'those who chould be considered
within the rule should be disqualified by
statute to vote .ir interfere in elections.
This would remove all doubt on the suh-
Jject. and woéuld, he contended. be a real
kindnees to the officials taemselves. Then
no mau should complain, if he wished to
become a political partizaq, and assume an
attitude of hostility to the Governmeat,
whosé subordidate he was, that he could
not at the samie time be protected as a
nen-political office holder, Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. WILMU I’ said that it would be
most unfortunate to adopt the policy that
10 the viciors belong the spoils. This, the
American system, was in every sense bad.
The true system was the British, under
which & certain number of officials were,
by Act of Parliament, prevented from in
tertering with politics, or voting, or, if
allowed to vote, forvidden to use any poli-
tical influenoce for any party. It would be
as dangerous, in his judgment, to allow
Government offivers 10 go out und canvass
for » candidaie, as it' would be to allow
them to'canvuss against the Government
of the day, While he concurred in the
abstract proposition brought forward by
the hon. gentleman from P. E. Island (Mr.
Howlan) he agreed dlso with a
great deal that - fell ' from  his
honorable - friend opposite, (Mr. Miller)
including the opmioa that the passing of
this inotion, relativé to the dismissals in
the lsiand, would amount to a censure to
the Govérnment. He thought, moreover,
that & more unconstitutional course could
not have been pursued by any Govern«
ment, than appointing 150 to 200 offivials,
from the highest to the lowest grade,
while a vote of wint of contidence was
pending over them, and & majority of the
people’s representatives were opposed (o
them. He thought this sonduct could not
meet With the approval of this Chamber.
(dear, bear.) -

Hoo, Mr. AIKINS regretted very much
that the papers brougbt dowa to the
House were not prinied. In regard to
their oontemts, he knew nothing. It
would have been very much better haa
the House been put in>possession of tbeir
contents. He hsd learned for the first
time of some political difficulties with re-
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gard to the [sland and the Civil Service.
He was not betore aware that within a
tew days of Confederation, a number of
officisls had been swept ous of official ex- -
ispnce The hon. gentleman opposite
(Mr. Miller). had made use of language’
on this subject, with reference to the lite
Federal Government, of the strength of
which he hardly seemed to be fuliy aware.
Some of his expressions were unneocessari.
ly strong on this ooccasion. He took un~
justifianle ground in his criticism upon
the appointments of that Government,
which ne (Mr, Aikins) was prepared to
defend, [Hear, hear.] He admitted hows
ever, that the Government had power to
make these appointments. Not a doubt
of it. o
Hon. Mr, SKEAD —How mwy did you
make ? ’
Hon. Mr. AIXINS said he did not know,
If the ground t:ken by some hon. gentle-
men was correct, that the Governmen¢ had
no power to make them. then it was the
duty of the presant Government to ananul
them. He would ask his hon. friend op.
posite if that was tha course pursued ? -
Hon Mr. MILLER replied that he did
not say the late Governmeunt had not the

" power to m+ke the appointments, but that

the appointment of so many persons under

such circumstances, was unconstitutional

and unprecedented ; but that he did not
deny that, within the limits of British pre-
cedent. oertain appointments might be
made by an outgoing Ministry. -
Hon. Mr. AIKIN3 —Waell, if it was un.
constitutional, the late Government had no
right to make them.
. Hou. Mr. MILLER—That did not fole
ow. : ‘

Houn. Mr. AIKINS8—IFf it was uncomsti~
tutional, he hoped the wrong would be
remedied. He felt quite satisfied, from
the remarks of the Secretary of State, that
such was not the intention of the Govern-
ment. He did not know how many ap«
pointments had been decided upon by the
late Government, but he stated unhesttat-
ingly that tuey had a right to make them,
and, as made in good faith, it was obligas
tory to carry them out. Some were of an
important character, but if unoconstitution.
al, he did not think that a titesman
such as wo had at the head of tae Gova
ernment would have sinctioned what w.
unconstitutional, .

Hon. Mr. MILLER objected to' the
briaging in of the name of his Exocellency
in a discassion of this kind. '

Hoo, Mr AIKINSsaid he did not men’
tion the name of His Excellenay,
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Hon. Mr, MILLER rose to.a pointcf
order. ;The hon. gentleman said the
Goui»ndr;’gad &p&)roved of tho appoint:

d woul

ments, an not have lent himself
toanythtng of the kind, had they been
objecgionablé, ' ' That was an unparlia

mentary Yemark.

His Hon, the SPEAKER, having been
appealdd’ to, decided it was not in order
to usé thé name of the head of the
Jovernment, ' with regard to the action
of the Goyerhment.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS replied he would
withdfaw his remark ; but one statement
ot the hon, gentleman opposite he would
deny ia ‘fofo—namely, that the late Gov-
ernment made those appointme.its after
they knew they were in a minority in the
other House. To that he would give a
distinot denial. As soon as the iate Govs
ernment became aware they had nota
majority, they placed their resignation in
the hands ot His Excellency. With regard
10 the general question of the objec-
tionableness of introducing the Ameri-
can aystem, he believed there could be no
two opinlons,” He regretted that this
general abstract principle should be
brought up in connection with wbat
might be considered a petty political
equabble 1n the lsland.

An Hon. ¥ KMBER—Parish politics.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS - Yes ; if there were
less of parish politics introduced here, the
interesys of the Dominion would not be
the sufterer. He believed everyone would
regret thie adoption of the American prin-
ciple in Canada. At the same time, were
it adopted in one case, it would have to be
applied in all. It was quite otjectionable,
under our present Bystem particularly,
that en inosming administration should
dispense with the servioces of officisls un-
less for = misconduot or incapacity.
It -was - moet unfortunate the
general: question should bave oome
up in this way, mixed up with the local
circumstanoss of the Island. He was not
aware, moreover, that the question was to
be brought up to-day. 1f he had been, he
would bave looked into some of the facts
of the ease, and, whatever views he might
have had, would have, probably, present-
ed them with. much more clearness and
force.than he had exhibited on this ooca~
sion. He would vote for the hon. gentiew
man’s motion if he decided to persict in it.

Hop. Mr, BUKEAU expressed the suiw
prise he felt at first seeing the notice of a
motion of want of confidence in the Gov—-
ernment, - for it would amount to that, on
the paper of the Senate, He had no doubt
his hon, friend (Mr., Howlan) merely
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wanted to evoke & disotssion, not intende«
ing to press the motion further, Cog.
sidering the composition and an ’
wof the Nenate, it would be a most unfortu.
nate thing to place it in a position of ex..
pressing want of confidence in a Governs’
ment possessing an overwhelming majrs
ity in the Lower House and oountry, It
had been said that the late Government
of late, appointed their friends, mainly, to, .
the Senate, and that it would not give the
_existing Government a fair trial. He helje.
ved in no such intention, feeling confident
that this House would judge of all matters,
betore it in a spirit of independence and’
justice. He deprecated this motion or
such a contingency as a vote of non-confi-
dence in the Government, which would
produce a dead-luck of the Houses of Par«
liament. He understood, moreover, that
the hon. mover was not desirous of eme«
barrassing the Governmént, were such s
thing poseible, but that he intended giving
thew a fair trial. His object w:s probably
attained by this discussion, and he would.
therefore advise him to withdraw his
mution. ' )

Hen, Mr KAULBACH was understood
t3 express t e opinion thst it mrght be
better should the notion net be pushed,
to a vote, though, on the abstrict prin-
ciple, he would vote for it. He bélieved
the 1its fsland Government made the
dismissals complained of under peculiar
crcumstinces, and that the late Federal
Goverument found 1t necessury to fill the
vacancies refcrred to, and oould not be
censured the,efor.” He' thought the res
mark of the Lon. member for slichmond,
(¥r. Miller) that those nppointments. were .
10t decert or conttitutionsl, wus quite
unjustifiable. ‘Precedents mig'h't be found
for them. He would be sorry they sheuld
be made the subject of a party vote. .

Hoa. Mr DICKEY moved the adjourn.
ment of the debate, There was & good
deal of business on the paper, which would
not otherwise be disposed of.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN said he bad no ob.
jection, but with the consent of the Bouase,
he would reply to the Secretary of State,
on a future occasion, and show the impro.
priety of introducing into this discussion
the politics of Lthe lsiand.

Hon. Mr. LEFTELLIER—After the hon,
gentleman gives his answer, does he ins
tend to withdraw his motion?

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN—I will consider
the matter after my reply. I whould like’
to know, is it the inteniion of the Govern-

ment to remove any more of the officials

Lof the Island ?
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Hon Mr. LETELLIER—Whenever there
shall be a just cause. [Laughter.]
The motion to adjourn the debate was
carried.

PRINTING.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the adop-‘
tion of the thiid report of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.—Tarried.

CAUGHNAWAGA SHIP CANAL.

The House went into Committee for the
oconsideration of the amendments to this
bill, reported by the Select Committee.

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved that the
amendments be now adopted. He ex-
plained that it was only in the last clau-e
an amendment had been made, the ctjsct
of which was to prevent aliens becoming a
majority of the directors. He believed
that in every other respect the Committee
were agreed as o the propriety of the
bill, ani the proprietors were satisfied
with this alteration.— Motion Carried.

The bill was then read s thirl time
on the motion of Hon, Mr. PENNY,
seconded by Hon. Mr. BUREAU,

DESPATCH OF BUSINESS.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved the conw
sideration of the message of the House ot
Commons, requesting the appointment of
a Committee 1o join the Committee of the
Commons, to consider in what way the
despatch of business in Parliament may
be facilitated. He explained that he al«
lowed the matter to come up in his name
rather with the viea of eliciting the
opinion ot the House than of proposing
any particular course himselt. .

Hon. Mr. BQI'SFORD said that if the
Commons had adopted the same standing
orderadopted by the Commons in England
it would have facilitated the business of
FParliament. He said that body had re-
laxed in several very important particu-
l:ra the rules with regard to bills, which
might not only be imitated in this House
but also dispensing with penalties as tolls
or fines to a ocertain extent, which carried
out any particular machinery which did not
impose u burden upon the people, It
struck him that if that principle were adopt-
ed by the Commons here, and it they
%asaed the standing orders adopted 1n

ngland, and relaxed the strict rules
which had governed them with regard to
bills issuing from the Senate as respects
toll, fines, and penalties, many bills mighy
be introduced here not now presentable,
He took for granted that the reason for
the Commons appointment of a Committee

14
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on this subject was to give the Senate s
better opportunity of considering the im.
portant measures passed during the ses.
sion. Many coming up at an sadvanced
period could not receive the deliberate
consideration they were entitled to. He
would approve of the appointment of &
committee t) meet that ot the Commons
and ascertain their object, It they oould
thus accomplish the ovject of the motion
they would expedite the business of Par.
liament and not defer the discussion of
vital measures in the Senate uutil the last
hour of the session.

Hon. Mr. DICKKY said he had arrived
at pretty much the same conclusion as his
hon. friend who had last spoken, To
some hen. gentlemen it might appear a
sacrifice of dignity on the part of this
House to conter with a Committee of the
Commons on this subject, but he could
not share in that feeling. He ocould not
see any objection to meeting the House
of Commons in the spproach they had
made to a good understanding of the beta
ter despatch of the public besiness. Un
the contrary he could see some advan.
tages. A leading idea of the Commons
was to more evenly distribute the busie
ness between the two Houses, whioch would
be a great practical good if it could be
effected. lhere might be another aim,
namely, to lessen the amount of business.
It was not unlikely that members on both
tides of the House might come to ap-
prove of narroning the area of legislation
1n regard to the matter of private bills,
‘The only way of practically dealing with
this subject was by studyin: the con.
venienoce of members by mutual consul«
tation. Thedifliculty of rejecting a private
bill was much increased when it came from
the other House, He thought this was a
movement they should meec half way,

After some further consideration,

Hon. Mr. BCOTT moved, seconded by
Hou. Mr. Burean, that the foliowing hon,
gentlemen be a Committee :—The Hon,
Messre, Aikins, Botsford, Bureau, Dickey,
Dickson, Miller and the mover, 1 consider
whether any facilities can be given for the
despatch of business in Parliament, espe.
oially in regard to the relations of the two
Houses wLo are to confer with an equal
number of members of the House of
Commons for the purpose aforesaid, as
desired by that House in their message
received on Tuesday last,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT doubted the pro«
priety of appomnting a Committee. The
Senate’s rights and privileges were very
well defined already. He was ready to -
surrender any righis or powars for the

Business.
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privilege of amending measures with re.
gard to imposing penalties or fines.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER thought they
oould not do otherwise than meet thead.
vance of the Commons courteously. He
did not commit himself, however, to the
pricciple enunciated in the motion. The
committee could consider the matter mora
carefully than the House, whose sanction
would no doubt be given to its report.
He doubted the correctness of the opinion
that the changes contemplated would not
affect the position of the House. He
pointed out the difficulty ot the Senate
following the precedent of the English
House of Lords in the assumption of a
portion of the duties of the Lower House,
trom the diflerent constitution of the
Canadian Upper House. Ho held that the
Senate could perform all the work sub-
mitted to it withouv delaying in any way
the business of the Commons.

After some remarks from the Hon.
Messrs. Ferrier and Aikins, the motion
was agreed to.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE then moved the
second reading of the biil from the Coms
mouns to amend the Act incorporating Le
Banque d'Hochelaga.—arried.

The House adjourned at 6 o'clock until
3 o'clock on Friday.

Miscellaneous

Fripay, May 8.
The House met at 3 o'clock.
THIRD READINGS.

The bill entitled an Act to incorporate
the Niagara Grand Island Bridge Company
was reported from the Banking Commerce
and Railway Committee, without amend-
ment, and on motion of

Hon. Mr. DILKSON, seconded by Hon.
Mr, Seymour, was read a third time and

From the esame Committee, fIon. Mr.
HAMILTON (Kingston) reporied the bill
to authorize corporations and institutions
incorporated without the limils of Canada
to lend and invest money therein, with
amendments.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said the amendments
were not very important, but they met
the views of the Secretary of State. He
nioved they be adoped.

Hon, Mr. DICKEY said that this was a
bill of an important charicter. Certain
provisions of it were not afficted by these
amendments. He suggested that the bill
with the amendments be left on the table
till & fature day for further ocnsideration,
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Hon. Mr. LETELLIER suppoited this
suggestion.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS, consenting. moved
that the amendments be considered on
Monday next —Carried.

‘Hon. Mr. HAMILTON (Kingston) re-
ported from the Banking Committee the
bill to incorporate the Anglo-Canadian
Mortgage and Investment Company with
amendments.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS expl:ined that one of
the amendments was to make the qualiti-
cation for directors the same as for banks.
The other was to limit this Act toa period
of seven years, and to secure a notice in
the Canada and Imperial Guzetles, when
the organization was effected. He had no
objection to letting chis bill and its
amendments stand over too, if hon. gens
tlemen desired it.

Hon, Mr. DICKEY thought this a proper
course when

Hoa. Mr. ATIKINS moved the considera.
tion ot the amendmants on Monday next.
Carried.

THE BONDING SYSTEM.

The Order of the Day being called for
the consideration of Hon M-. Dever's re«
solutions on the subject of the desirability
of an improved mode of levying excise on
liquors moved in bond from one Province
to another : He eaid that inasmuch as the
subject of these res>lutions was rather in
a lengthy manner debated a few days ago
under the head ot another resolution inw
volving somewhat the same considerations
and ais0 being aware that no motion
affecting the tariff cin pass this honorable
House, he now would ask permission to

Business.

- withdraw the same, :

‘There being no objection, tha resolutions
were withdrawn.

MAIL SERVICE IN NOVA SCOTIA,

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH enquired whether
the Government intended making any
change in the present system and arrange.
ment for the conveyance of passengersand
mails on the shore route frum Hahfax to
Yarmouth in furtherance of the prayer of
the petitioners from the County ot Lunen-
burg. Hedescribed the defects and in-
conveniences of this mail route and the
disappointment the people had felt in the
neglect that had taken place for making
the necessary improvements. It was
hardly safe to travel by the mail. The con-
tractors said they werenot obliged to make
adequate acconfmodation for passengers.
He wanted to know if any arrangements
would be made for the better accommoda-
tion of the people.
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Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said Govern-
ment did not intend to make any change
at present, but if anythicg came to the
knowledge of the Postmaster General with
regard to serious irregularities in the ser.
vice, he would endeavour to remedy them,
‘Thers was no intention to mike any ma.
terial change however.

DETENTION OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND
WESTERN MAIS.

Hon. Mr. ODELL on1ising to submit
his motion on th s subjact, said he would
give some ex lanations in regard o it
Halitax bad been the port at which ail the
mails for British North America originaily
arrived. Formerly the mails were carried
in sailing ships at the expense of the
British Government, subsequetly, when
ocean steamers were established, a contract
for this service was made aith the Cunard
Company. and he thought that at that
time the Biitizh Government still paid the
whole sabsidy. Subsequently the service
fell to the Inman Corr piny and afierwards
to the Allan Line, which was still running
under & contract which he thought was
terminable next Juiy. For this contract
with the Allan Line, Cavada pays a subsidy
of $79 083 28, halt, or §39,511.61 was cons
tributed by the British Government. Now,
Quebec and Ontario were interested in
those mails as well as the Maritime Pro
vincee, P. E. Ieland and the far
Western Provinces were also interested in
the service, Uf course Naw Brunswick
paid her share of the subsidy. Then again
Ontario and Quebec were in some degree
independent of this service, because an-
cther contract had been entered into with
the Allans, for running & weekly steamer
to Quebec and Montreal in summer, and
to Portland in winter. For this eervice
there was an additional sub:idy of $126.-
533.33, a portion of which New Brunswick
paid also, But that was not all; the
Urand Trunk Railway received a subsidy of
$166,000 for carrying the mails. Other
railroads, steamboats, etages, &c., were
paid the amount of $4950)0, makiaga
total for the conveyance of the mails tor
Oatario and Quebec alone of §662,000, of
which New Brunswick, Nova Scotis,
and Prince Edward Islaad were all paying
their share. Thus the Lower Provinces
bore a portion of the expense of their
own mail service, and that of all the other
Provinces of the Dominivn. Under these
circumstances, with those separate mails
for Ontario and Quebec, arriving weekly,
he might fairly ask whether those Pro.
vinces would submit to a delay varying
from twelve to forty.eight hours, and
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averaging on the year a detention of 25
hours each mail. He felt their answer
wou!d be a unanimous ‘no.” How was
it then that the people of New Brunawick
had to submit to this delay in the fors
warding of their mails from Halifax ? The
responsibility fell in no way on the Poat-
master at Halifax, who bad made
strenuous exertions to get the mails oft
if possible by the firat traio.” If the
Britich Governmeut were keeping troops
in New Brunewick as they used to do,
would they, piying half the subsidy, sub-
mit to a delay of that sort, involving some-
times the arrest of important despatches
for 48 hours at Halifax ? But that Gov~
ernment was not now affacted, as the
troops were at Halifax. The hon. gentle-
man now read a memorandum, showing
the delays for the different weeks for the
half years. ending June 30th, and De«
cember 3lst, 1873. This statement
showed that maila remained at Halifax
from five houis forty minutas to forty-
seven hours fifteen minutes. Un one
single occasion in the year, on the 5th of
April, were the mails forwarded without
delay, having been detained only 45 min.,
but the average detention taking the
whole year, was 25 hours 14 mioutes. Now,
they had a continuous railway from Halid
fax to St. Johm, N.B., and connection
thence by the Kuropean and North Ameri-
can, with the United States. This rail-
road was in fact a Grand Trunk, connecting
the Maritime Provinces with the Republic:
but it differed from the Grand ‘Trunk éf
Canada ia this respect, that the portion iu
New Brunswick was paying its working ex«
penses, The other portion had not done
80 yet but he had nodoubt that it wou d
ia a short time, with proper managemen*.
In building tiis railway, it was intended to
provide for the mail service, and the bene
fit of the country at large. We desired to
facilitite the caniige of passengers ap«
mails over the road. Previous to its con.
struction, we-could get 2 mul from Hali.-
fax to St. John, by stage, in about 3.
hours, Now, if you take the average de.
tention for the year at Hhifax. 25 hcurs,
the train afterwards taking 14 hours for
the trin, we could ouly:expect the mails
from 1lalifax at 85, John in 39 houss, or
three bours more than the old stage 8ys-
tem required, When the detention was,
as often happened, 48 hours, and you ad.
ded 14 hours running time, there would
be a total of 62 hours, or nearly twice the
time formerly occupied by the stage from
Halifax to St. John. Now he asked, it he
had not made out a olear case of grievance
that required redress, What dit he ask?
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Merely. that a remedy should be applied.
True, he had suggested the running of &
apecial train on the arrival of the mails,
but that was a mere suggestion. 1he
Government could take such other steps as
might be necessary to enable the poet«
‘master at Halitax to remedy the present
inconvenjence. This was purely a departs
mental sffiir, requiring no vote or appro-
priation whatever. All that was necessary
was that the Postmaster-General should
order an extepsion of this mail route,
which the Post Office Act authorized him
to do, and he had a right to ask, and the
matter only requirad to be brought under
the notice of the Board of Works under
whose management the railway was placed,
#nd the road being government property,
required no subsidy. When we handed
over this railway 10 the Dominion ot Can-
ada, it had from the time of its completion
been paying from twenty to twenty-five
thousand dollars a year over and above the
wotking expenses, and now under the pre-

frent management the portion within New.

Brunswick was paying $10,000 over and
above the expenditure, Thstwas a strong
argument for the relief asked. He doubt-
ed pot, that the portion of the road in Nova
Scotis, with better management would pay
t00. He found in a return to a motion from
the member for Westmoreland in reference
to special terms and free passes cver this
road some time ago, that during that
year five special traine were run for
volunteers aud back, making ten,
aod for the Intercolonial Railway Com -
missioners eight epecial trains, and a
great number of other special trains for
pic nics and pleasure parties, and things
of that sort. But the latier he took tor
grented paid their expenses, those for the
volunteers aud the Commissioners were
of course a charge upon the runring ex.
penses of the rvad. At th:t time:sl:o
iree pasac s were given to members of the
Provincial Government, the Speaker of
the Assembly, the editors of papers, their
agents and reporters, oflicers of and agents
of steam lines, railways and telegraph
lines, proprietois of stages, railway coan
tractors and engineers, officers and ser-
vants of the post otfice, railw.y employees
and families, superintendents of schels,
principals and professors of colleges, &c.
(Laughter.) Subsequently ths Minister of
Public Works requested that passes
might be givan to members of Parliament,
but this had not been done sinoce 1370, ac-
cording to the report; but he krew
instances to the contrary, thongh the
pract.ce had not been general. He un-
deratood, however, that a great deal of
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this free pass indulgence had been put
a stop to, but he did not think there had

yet been aclean sweep made of the whole
system ; that was done, nntil he doubt-
ed whether the road would pay., He
fully expected that since this matter had
been brought belore their hon..rs, care
would be taken that every possible means
was employed to make this rcad ramune:-
ative, which in that caee, he was sure it
would be very eoon. He trusted he
nced scarcely appeal to the members of
Ontario and Quebec to support him in
this matter. All he asked was what was
just and equitable. and he could not but
look forwaid to receiving from the Gov-
érnment & very eatisfactorv reply to hia
motion. He expected they would fu'ly
consider the matter with a view to re-
dressing what was clearly a serious griev-
ance, and an absolute inconvenience to
the people of New Brunswick. The fol-
lowiag was the motion of which be had
given notice :

¢ Than an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General
praying that His Excellency will c1use in.
structions to be given for forwarding by
apecial train, over the Government railway
between Hulifax and 8t, John, that por.
tion of the English mail destined for New
Brunswick, arriving at Halifax by Allan
steamer, or to take such steps as may be
necessary to euable the Postmaster at
Halifax to remedy the serious inconveni-
encs at present felt by the dotention of
that mail at Halifax {for a period varying
from 12 to 58hours, as appears by the re-
turns laid on the table of the House.”

Hop. Mr. LETELLIER eaid that the
statements made by the houorable gentle-
man were of a character to call for the
immediate attention of the Government,.
If the facts were as represented, and no
doubt that hon. gentleman believed them
to be s0, the people who sutfered these
delays had certainly reason to feel
annoyed. It was the duty of the Govern-
menf, moreover, to extend the same ad-
vantages to every eection of the country;
He did not see how the Government could
refuse justice in this case any more than
in any other. (Hear, hear.) In some of
the cases mentioned the delays might
have been occasioned by circumstances
over which those concerned had
no  control.  For  instance, on
Sunday the employees in the mail service
on the railroad would have left or not be
working, no trains running on that day, eo
that twenty-four hours would elapse be~
fore work would be resumed ; but it was .
hard that on days when trains were rum.
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ning and railway people were on hand,
aucg long delays should take place. This
was a question for all the Ministers as well
a3 the Postmaster General, but in one dense
it was satisfactory to know that the facts
just mentioned concerned events that took
place under anether regime that of the late
Government. However, it was possible
that a bad example migh: be followed, and
it was well to take precautions agsinst
such a contingency. The hon. gen'leman
. might be sure that the present Govera-
ment would endeavour to avoid the re~
sponsibility of such acourse,in the interests
of the country. No douht, the free pass
system on thote Lower Province railways
was a very great abuse, Up to this time
this Government had given strict orders to
terminate it, tree passes being prohivited
on all the railways, He could not blame
the late Government for giving free passes
to volunteers who were entitlzd to them
when on duty for the country. In any
other case, free passes would be an abuse,
'The present motion would involve public
expense, & matter which he did not care
to discuss in this connection, and in regard
to which be did not wish to make opposi«
tion ; it was better to deal with it on its
werits. But after consulting w.th bis hon.
friend the mover, they had agreed that he
should not press his motion, he knowing
the willingaess of the G )vernment to con.
sider a8 to a remedy for the grievance in
question. He must acknawledge the hon.
gentleman’s courtesy in the matter.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY confessed that his
hon, friend who bad proposed the motion
had not in any way overstated the facts;
but he must acknowledge a little surprise
that he had confined bis observations en-
tirely to New Bruunswick, because his ob-
Jjections to the detention of the mails in-
tended f{or New Brunswick, at Halifax,
applied with equal force to tha parts of
Nova Seotia outtide of Halifax, They all
went over the Intercolonial Railway trom
Halifax, and could go no other way.
There was but one mail and passenger
train a day from Halifax to St, John. If
there was a night as well as a day train, it
would eet the difliculty, except when
the mail arrived on Sunday morning, when
there would necessaiily be a detention,
which would explain occasional delays on
the Interzolonial of 47 hours at present.
If the steamer arrived five minutes too
late for the train on Saturday, the mails
must remain to the Monday followmng ;
but if there was a night train on
Saturday, only twelve hours mneed
be lost. Besides all these deteniions
in Halifax, there was a loss of 10 to 12
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hours by the detour made by the steamer

in calling at 8t. Johns, Newfoundland.

With sll those deiays, they .thought
themselves very fortunate in gotting their
letters from Englsnd from 13 ¢ty [5 days

old. In view of the future importance of

H-lifax as s starting and receiving point
for the European and American trade, it
was most desirable to endeavor to avoid

all loss of time in the forwarding of maila

or passengers. Under present circum-

stances it was not surprising that the pas-

sepnger traffic remaived almost stationary,

The transportation of the mails wis not &

question of pounds, shillings and pence.
but one of public convenience. Why, if
it was desirable thit the mails should be
trinsported immediately, and it one ot
the trains did not fit in with the arrival of
the steamor, was not a special sent off
from Halifax, instead of detaining mails
and passenge-s an average of 25 hours ?
He hoped the Governmsnt would take
immediate steps to remady this inconve
nience.

Hon. Mr. WARK thnught the mover in
this matter [Mr. O lell] had laid the people
ot New Bruuswick under an obligation,
and the last speaker, equally, the people
of Nova Scotia. He ucged upon the
Government the flattering prospect of a
liberal return from the railways conoect-
ing New Brunswick with the United States
and the West, 80 soon as a bridge over the
River St. John ww completed. Both
passengers and a subsidy from the States
might be expected. The number of
through passengers from the United States
to get the advantige of the short ocean
voyage would bs very lurge. 1f the Gov-
vernment constructed that bridge, in a few
years the return from additional tratfio
on their own roads would comgpensate
them. He understood some of the com-
panies in the States would be willing to
bear a portion of the expense. The pre.
sent was a favorable time to call the at«
tention of the Government to the subject,
because, he believed that the road would
not be remunerative, nor perform the
servise it ought to, till the connection with
other rouds by that bridge was created.
He beliaved there might then be two
steamers a week to Halitax, with plenty
for them to dn.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said he supposed
the postal arrangements were for the con-
venience of the public maialy. The postal
service of the United States cccasioned
a deficit, and this service was a question
tor the public and commercial conveni.
ence. Utherwise mails would only be car.
ried through the populous districts where
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the service would pay. The deepatch of
a train on the arrival of the ocean mail
would cost little more than the fuel
a8 the, road. rolling stock and all
were owoed and the employeea paid by the
Government.

After some remarks by the Hon. Mr.
DICRLY,

Hon. M.. BOTSFORD sail that inas-
much as the leader of the Government
expressed doutts as to the regularity of
this resolution, he would like to know if
it were withdrawn, whether it would be
on that ground or on account of the Gov-
ernment’s having undertaken to remedy
the grievance pointed out?

Hon. Mr ODELUreplied that he did not

consent to withdraw on the ground that
his motion was cut of order, but in consex
quevow of a oinversation with mem-
vers of the Government, who met him very
cordially, and on the understanding that
there should be a conference with the
Postmaster-General on the subject. with
the view of the discussion of a remedy.
(Hear, hear.) He had no intention to re-
flect in any of his explanatious on this
doverrmernt. After the remairks of the
Hon. Ministerot Agriculture, he felt bourd
to say besides, that he was prepared last
session to bring this matter up befora the
then (tovernment. He had half ¢f the
present raport, as to the detentions vefore
him, but in consequence of the sudden diss
solution be was prevented. He hid no
doubt, had he done so, the late govern-
ment would have favorably considered the
matter by a remedy. He thanked the
present government for the manner in
which they had received his motion.
- Hon. Mr. LETLLLIER uaderstood per-
fectly well what the hon. gentleman
stated. The facts the hon, gentleman had
adduced related to the responsibility of
another regime. His remarks in this con-
nection were the inferences ot bis own
Judgment, which he had not attributed to
the hon. gentleman, and the conclusions
were drawn by himsslf [Mr. Letellier]
simply. He did not imagine or pretend
that the hon. gentleman’s remarks were
intended as reflections upon him or the
Government to which he belonged.

Hon. Mr. McLELAN [Hopewell] agreed
with the gentleman who had spoken be.
fore bim, as to the serious paiure of the
pres¢ nt grievance, which he argued the
dovernment wouid be able to remedy.
He was very glad to see that ministers had
given au assurance that they would look
into the matter. tle gave his views on
the state of some of the Government
railroads in the Lower Provinces, saying
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the Intercolonial between Halifax and St.
John was a fine road, but when pliced in
better working order, some of the present
difficulties in connection with it would
promptly disappear. Businesi would be
tostered anl developed, which would
render two trains a day necessary.
He concurred in the opinion as to
the great increase of the business of this
and other lines, whi-h would follow from
their econnection with the roads in the
United States, by a bridge over the river
St Jobn, He believed the Intercolonial R.
R.would ultimatelybe found not unprofiable
The pernicious system of passing a multi

tude over these roads free for soma years

occasioned a very large item of loss, and
ifthe present Administration made the
abolition of the free pass system an abso.
lute rule, they would gain enough to put
on an extra train. He had no objectivn
to free passes to volunteers when on pub-
lic duty, but they should be charged, not
against the railway account. but agiinst
the Miluia Department. The railways
should be left to stand on their own
foundation, with the receipts set down
agiinst the expenditure. The railway
from Halifax to St. John wasnot an incum.
bus on the Doninion, but one of the most
valuable assets brought into the Uaion.

Hon. Mr. AIK!NS thought that ths bon,
mover of the motion had made out a very
strong case which, it was surprising, he
had not brought up sooner. He ws glad
to see that the Government looked on the
motion favourably. e would abolish free
passes, and believed the order was given
with that object by the late Government
before ita diasolution. The system was
inherited by the late government, it being
a feature of the old state of things bafore
Confederation.

Af ersome further conversation in which
Hou, Messrs. Wark, Aikine, Odell, and
Dr. Carrall, participated, without any dif.
ference of opinion as to the propriety of
remedying the incinvenience which wus
the subject of the motion,

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD suated, as 3 mat-
ter of fact that when the returns ws to
Lower Province Kailroads were brought
down last session, he put a motion on the
puper with respect to those free passer,
which the leader of the Government here
requested him to withdraw becausa of
their having determined to put a stop tu
that abuse. ‘I'he hon. gentleman opposite
who stated thit the free piss system was
based on regulations made by the Local
Government was entirely correct. [f some
local Ministers did not ride tree, under it,
others certainly did.
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Hon. Mr. FERRIER said the tree pass
system was inherited in the very initiation
of our railroads, The hon gentleman
created some merriment by the Jist of
professions and callings which were allowed
free passes when he became copnected
with the Grand irunk Railway of Capada.
The system had bsen abolished lately,
only the managers of the different roads
passing free over those of each other as a
matter of courtesy and on account of the
necessity of frequent intercommunization
with referencs to running and other ar-
rangements.

Hon. Mr MACFARLANE was inclined
to think that the free pass system with
the Lower Province roads was confined to
the narrowest possible limits. He believed
tha: even employees of the road were not
able to pass free, unless provided with a
ocertificate from the department that they
were such otficers enga ed on the roads.
Formerly passes were granted to Local
Legislators and Mioisters. He had always
understood that tor the last few years local
ministers had paid their own fares like
members coming here, as they ought to
do. He believed these roads were managed
at present as economically as poseible.
Th- hon. mover had taken a most impor-
tant step ig this matter. The mails should
be despatched from Halifax at the earliest
possible moment after the steamer arrived.
‘The carrying out of the objsct of his hon.
friend’s resolution would confer a great
boon, not only on the people of New
Brunswick, but on the people of the whole
Dominion.

Hon. Mr. DEVER said he felt an interest
in this matter in reference to free passes,
He was not awsre of any iree passes having
been given for the last three or four years,
he had received a free pass for the
term of one year, but upon that pass he
never travelled. Since that period he was
not aware that any free passes had been
issued. He, therefore, felt that it was
quite unfair to both the present and the
past governments to hold them responei«
ble for results, that he was not aware
they were guilty of. There was also an-
other point on which he wished to say a
word or two with referenos to that part of
the European and North American Railway
between St.John and Shedisc,which belong-
ed to N. B. It was well known that with
the exoeption of a break upon a portion
of the road, or an incomplete connection
between the present depot at 8t. John
and the terminus of the Western Kxten-
sion at the falls of 8t. John—there a
break or deficiency of connection of-about
half a mile exists—he held that when
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that portion of the road was coustructed,
and the conmection made by a bridge
across the Falls of 8t. Jobn, that instsad
of complaint being continually made, it
would be found that that portion of the
road would be the best paying workin the
country. Hisconviction was that if that
shoit connection were completed, it would
be the finest paying property in the Do-
minion. So much was he convinced of
this, that he had no hesitation in siying if
the present Government of the Dominion
felt anxious to dispose of it to a company,
he would have no hesitation to invest the
last dollar he had as a sharcholder in such
a company, and for the reason that, with
the compietion to which he referred, it
would form a portion of the great high~
way between New York and Halifax, so
that it would not only be the best payiag
property in the Domtnion of Canada, but
on this continent. These were his views
upon the matter.
‘The motion was withdrawn,

Hon. Mr. McDONALD [Toronto], intro-
duceda bill to incorporate the Great
North West Railway Company, which wis
read a first time, and the recond reading
tized for Monday.

Hon, Mr. SIMPSON moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. ODELL that the Hon. Mr.
Aikins be added to the Committee on
Banking and Commerce.

Several members of Committees of
which Mr. Aikins was already a member
objected to the mntion, on the ground
that he coud not be spared from their
Committees, and it was impossible for
him to sit on two Committees at one
time. As it was very difficult to get a
quorum.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS was not aware that
his friend was going to make such a mo-
tion, and he hoped it would be withdrawn
as he was on three Committees alieady,
and it would be impossible for him to at-
tend more.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON was anxious to have
Mr. Aikins' services as they would be
most valuable on that Committee.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER explained thit
this was a question which deserved some
consideration. He had tried as much as
possible in forming Committees to follow
the rule that had been followed for years ;
but a gad deal of difticulty was felt in the
matter. What he considered the readiest
wey to get over that difficulty would be
for the tuture to appoint no members on
more than two committees, instead of
three as at present, and as had been the
rale. He :thought if that rule were



210

adopted, thers would be a betler attend-
anoe,.

The discussion was procgeding, when

Hon, Mr, BO)URINOUT said he bhad juct
accertiined that a member of the Cham-
ber died aboutan hour ago. He referred
to the Hon. Mr. Churchill whom he had
been to see yesterday, and at that time he
appeared quite composed and conver:ed
as usual. He thought it his duty to men-
tion the much to be lamentid fact now,
as no doubt the House wounld adjourn
through respect to his memory, and he
would move the adjournment of the
House.

ton. Mr. DICKEY seconded the mo-
tion, and be had no doubt it would meet
with a ready re-ponse from both eides ot
the House under the circumstance. The
Jamentable intelligence took him very
much by surprise. He did not now in.
tend to say one word on the subject fur-
ther than to express his deep regret at
the ocourrence, and he had no doubt thst
as ashght mark of respect to the mem-
ory of the deceased the Housze would at
onoe adjourn.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON'S motion was then
allowed 10 stand, and the House adjourn.
ed until Mord 1y at 3 o'clock,

Miscellaneous

Monpay, May 11,
The House met at three o'clock.

THE INSOLVENCY LAW.

Hon. Mr, MILLER introduced a bill to
coutinue the lnsolvency Act of 1869 and
acts amending the same. e said that his
object in introducing this bill now, was to
test the sense of the House with regard to
the intention of dealing with a new bill
this session,, 1f the Houase desired that a
new bill should be introduced on the sub
Jjeot this session, and thought they would
nave time for its discussion vefore the proro-
gation, they could say soon the mo.ion for

-the 3rd reading of his bill. But his opin«
ion was that it was likely they would have
more business from the Commons than
1hey could attend to dwiing the time the
House would sit. This bill would become
law if they could not effect ths passage of a
new bill until next sesaion.

Bon. Mr. LEI'ELLIKR said that the bill |

to be introduced by the Government was
nearly ready.

Hom. Mr, MILLS said his object in in-
troducing this bill was because he thought
the time that would be at the disposal of
the House be'ween now and prorogation
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would not be sufficient to consider the
measures t0 be sent down from the other
House, and therefore he thought it impor«
tint to introduce this bill for the coutin.
uance of the Insolvency Act.

Hon, Mr. LEI'ELLIER did not see any
objection to the introduction of the bill,
bui he might mention that it was the ine
teation of the Government to introduce a
measure on th s subjact.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL eaid with respect
to this matter, he wished to mention thit
there was a, potition from the Board of
Trade of British Columbi», praying for the
continuance of the existing local Insol.
vency Act for that Province. He wished
to bring that mautter before the attention
of the House.

Hon Mr, STOTT repeated that it was
the.intention of the Governmeunt to submit
a bill on the subject,

The bill was then read a first time, and
the Hon. Mr. MILLER moved its second
reading for Wednesday nex', which was
carried.

THIRD READINGS.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU reported a bill from
the Committee on Binking and Com-
‘merce, entitled & bill to amend the Aot
of the Credit Foncier du Bas Canada,
the third reading of which he moved,
seconded by the Hon, Mr, PENNY.—Catz.
ried,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. PENNY, that the xelect
Committe¢ on Banking and Commerce
be discharged from the consideration of
Credit Foncier Royal Bill, which will be
withdrew.—Carried.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE reported from
the Committee on Banking, Commerce
and Railways, a bill to amend the Act of
the Bink de Hochelaga, and moved the
third readiog of the same.—Carried,

BILLS,

Hon. Mr BUREAU moved for permis.
sion to withdraw the bill respecting Credit
Fouocier Royale.—Carried.

Bon. Mr. BUREAU next moved the
third reading of the Act to amend the Act
to incorporate the Banque d’Hochelaga.—
Carried,

FIRST READINGS.

Hon. Mr. REESOR introduced an Act to
amend the Aov 36 Vist., Cap, 40, with re.
ference to the inspeotion of certain staple
articles of Canadian produoce,

Hon, Mr. VIDAL introduced an Act to
give oertain additional powers to the Port
Whitby Harbour Company.
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Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL introduced an
Aot to amend. the Act to incorporate the
Lower Canadian Investment Association
[limited]. -

WITHDRAWN.

Hon. Mr, BUREAU moved for leave to
withdraw the Railway Companies Tele-
graph Lines Bill.—Carried.

SECOND READINGS.

Hon. Mr. MoMASTER moved the second
reading of the Bill respecﬁn_f;the Canada
and New York Bridge and Tunnel Com-
pany, which, he explained, was intended
to make only one change—to extend the
time for the paying in of subscriptions of
stock, one year.

In reply to Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL'S call
for further explanation, )

- Hon. Mr. MoMASTER ssid the original
bill was passed two years ago. It provided
that a bridge should be conatructed over
the Niagara, in cese such should become
neceasary. The Company did not now think
it was necessary; as they had the use of a
bridge at present ; but in consequence of
a decision of the Court of Chancery, lately,
the lease of the Great Western Railway,
of this bridge had terminated, the lease
being pronounced ulira vires.. Consequent~
ly .the Company laboured under the ne.
cessity of constructing a new bridge.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The applica«
tion is therefore that of the Great Western
Company, although the bill is called by
another name. L .

Hon, Mr. MOMASTER—Yes ; that was
the name given the bridge ; but at the
same-time the bill was passed in' the in-
terest of the Great Western,

_Bill read a second time. -

Hop, Mr, AIKINS moved the second
resding of the Western Canada Permanent
Building Society’s change of name bill.
Carried, o

Hou, Mr. FERRIER moved the second
reading of the bill to amend the Charter
.of the Montreal Credit Company —Carried.

DISMISSALS FROM THE PUBLIC SBERVICE.

" Hon, Mr. DICKRY resumed the debate
on Hon Mr Howlan's motion to resoive
that, in the opinion of this House it is not
n the interest of the good Government of
this Dominion, that eny officer of the
Civil Service should be dismissed from
office unless for either misconduct or in«
capadity. He -said the resolution pro-
"pounded an important principle conneot-
-ed with the administration of attairs in this
country, and demanded the setious eon-
15

[SENATE]

Dismissuls, 218
sideration of the Senate. He abhorred the
American system of rotation of office on
the change of every Admipistration, and
should deprecate its introduction into this
country, a system lamented by some of
the wiseat and most patriotic American
atateamen, and whose resuits were seen in
the corrupt state of a great many official
circles in the Republic, Its disadvantages
were obvious. Officials holding their situa.
tions by so uncertain a tenure, woyld have
a very strong temptation to make the
best use of their time and, in every way
possible, help themselves ai the expense
of the cvuntry, while their opportunity
lasted. Contrast this American tenure of
oftice with that prevailing in England,. the
countsy to which Canadians looked for their
example in everything great and good. So
long as a man conducted himself well and
showed efficiency in the mother country,
he was quite safe and could keep.his office
without fear or danger. . In England there
were three causes of removal,one was called
abuser, or abusing. one’s. office by acts of
malfeasance ; another was non-yser, not
doing his duty, and which came within
the cutegory of incapacity ; the third was
outright refusal to do his duty. Those,
independent of charges of ciime, were
the main ressons upon which the tenure
of office depended in England. Officials
there bad & right in their employment,
and & remedy in the oourts w protecst
them in regard to their tenure -of office.
His hon. friend from  Richmond (Mn
Muller) surprised him by stuting that
oustom house ofticers, and. per«ous con-
neoted with the oollection and manage-
ment of customs duties, were prevented
from voting in- Bogland. -He was quite
apare that & good many years ago there

was an Aot in furce to that eflect, the first
5:1; on the.statute ‘book, -being . 22nd,

. 11I, about . the year 1782; out the
very fact of -the enactment of such a law
proved the existence of the rule that
every oflicial had the right to vote. Par.
liament, in its wisdom, thought proper to
restrict the rule in the caee of custom
house officials, but even thas. had been
swept awiy for a period of almost.six
years, the Bill to remove the disabilities
of persons connected with the oolleetion
and mansgement of the oustom heuse
-revenues, having been passed. in 1868.
His . hon. friend  made auother
statement, which surprised him, but. which
was uttered in tha . heat of debats, and
might not have been his deliberate opin.
ien—namely, that oftios ho whom he
was pleased to oall servania of
~ment, should not- be allowed to vote




agiinet  the Government, (Hear, hLear,
from-Hoh. ‘Me: Miller ) ¥he hon; gentle-
nAn -dheerded that sentitient und, it must

be'taken for ‘gratrted, il - adhéred to it. -

Now it Was\due W the’ Ministérs- who bad
spoket; {o say' they! hud--hot propotinded
any sich prinowple, and he' confessed that
the prinoiple 3teelf was'to his mind quite.
a8 Un-Britisk' as‘apything #hat- had been
advanced by the advooates of the doctrine
that- t0 ‘the victbrs; bélong ‘the - époils.
Servants of the ‘Governtnent! Why, the
Goversimeény, thimselves, were but publio
servanbs the sérvants of the eountry, and
every ‘ offididl ‘inder “theta was equally ‘a
publio sérvant, and while be did 'bis duty
wd entitied (0 1he same _provediion. -If
an ofticial ‘wus imerelv & -Government sere
vans-—curty the dés te its logioal canelu~
rion—the -nedessaty -oorllary  was, he
would ‘be obligeu 1o vote as -they wished:
hichi - He'.(Mr.: Dickey) failed t2 recog-
nise anly- sach principle in the Biitish oon-
viitation,’ or’; systemt 1n operatin st
preistit, - Were ’ they to -be- told that
8 - disn - - hooepting - -an office, Dbe-
came‘émasculaied snd unfit to discharge
the' durdés -of o citizen -in- the country §
¢Hedr| hedt.) thatihe had no free will of
nis Owo,-abd muss do just what - his mas-
ters, the Goveérament of the country: for
theé tithe being, naked him? (Héar, n)
He wis gind his honorable friends o' the
Tressury Benohes’ had-epunnisted ne such
dodirmé ‘which would - kuve: partaken of
the kasonbve of i flisisl tytabny. The diffi
culty hé-found with regard - to this resolu-
tion' was that it was un abstract ome,
¥ whioh he certainly eounld not vote.
'T'hie' ‘homérable mover haid not thought
propes $o carry it to a legitumate coeclu-
slon/ ' if:he had & vesolution to
Ahiis efféct msRenolved thatin tbe opinion
of this House the Government in making
thésd chabfies or appdintmenta’ih. the
Ialartd liave donvravered this principle, be |
M+, Didkey) lobuld understand: the mo-. |
408. -the Houbeshould:have had’ wome-

‘thing to:peass upon.- -Or, it he bad moved ||’

& diredt: vote of cemwurd, in view of the
fuots Lof. theidase, - they  wouldi have.had |
somethitig Sangitle. But the resolytion
beforéd-vhe Honse was a-mere truism as tp
whichk: there wus-no controversy. had; the
menibéts of the -Goveriment come: down
andisaitd—<we agoept this, issus—we. ohal-
lenge - the - opinion -of the House
on the ‘dootrine - that it is wrong to
‘dismish- except: - for - éause. . fHon. . Mr.
Lateltier 1 -hedr, héar)..’ He atiould have
to follow kis' hon. friend,

:::"xm i -eotne - way: t0 hsve,

Brought the Governmens: to &. trial before |
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this House, and discussed’ thejr comduct
inregard to these dismissals. But he bad
not understood the Secretary of MNtate -or
Minister of Agriculture to endorse that
principle. Therefore, he {Mr. Dickeyl
thought the hon. mover was not in a posi-
tion to challenge the opinion of the House
upon it, and that, on reflection, he weuld
perceive he had attained the object of his
motion in the discussion of this question
and the production of his statements.
1 herefore, he put it to that hon. gentle«
man whether, having gained his object,
and plaoed his facts and views before the
coyntry, he shonid not be sativied - with
leaving the matter where it was? He
hopet he would, with the leave ‘of the
E’:m, withdraw “his resolution. [Hear,
ar.] .

Hon. Mr. READ depreeated, strongly,
any thought of introducing the American
principle of rotation-in office, The advént
of P, X leland should upt be allawed to
create any moveaient dr tendéndy -fn this
direction' He had thought' that one'of
her gréat objects 'in entering the - union
Was 10 get rid of this ‘gractice. which bad
beén found so mischievoun during she lust
rwanty years, [tleal; heat 1 But we found
that - Cthis© * Island-* having ©  jdined
us; it 'l" not long gore 1he -American
principle they had been trying to' dsbape
h#d been imposed upon them by tho;ra:
seut Government. Immediately afier the
late change of Federal ‘@overnment,a
great many officials of the Island -had been
Wismissed, not- for incompetency or mis<
conduct, but for some reason not éxplin.
ed to them but believed by many td be
mainly political in character.  Lf suok was
the case, 1t was mot agtiolt in keeping with
the views of the: pedple of - this' cowntry.
This :rinciple sanctioned i this indixhoe
might be the thin end of the wedge whose
#6tjon might hereafier-lead to the dismis.
sal-ol'our judges.. The people of Camada
were not prepared for thiy system. -If:there
‘was anything 'they fzﬁded . themselvos
u&on; it was respect for British prineiples,
‘precedents, ' and- -ususge. - ~ Government
should make appointmenta only as vacan-
cies o ~ [he hon. gentleman now
quoted-Todd, and cited & number of,, the
appointmeats made by the out-going Glad.
‘stone Administrasion, at the ting ot, their
iresignation, toshow the regulasity of whe
cowse of the laje Canadian . Goyernment
.in making the appointmenis . qampisined
of. . 1 ha Gladetone Miniatry had enngbled
-several members of $heir and
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wills, and . otherwise disperise patronage
grcpmy. . He contended thut, till a very
ate hour, there was nothing to show the
Masodonald - Goverament did not
s the oonfidence of the
Houe» and - country that they had o
right to fill vacant offices, and that their
acts were as binding upon their succes«
sors as ministerial acts could be. The ap~
pointment by Mr. Gladatone, of the Irish
Attorney General, to the cftice of Chief
Baron 6f the Exchequer, at a salary equal
tothat of the Finuudée Minister, was &
sufficient precedent for any act such as
the late Canadian Premier bad performed
on his retirement (Hear, bear.) :
Hon. Mr. PENNY said he would like
very niuch to kmow the object of this re-
solution which, as it stood, preseuted a
oortain ambiguity. If they looked at it
withont its preamble or introduction, it
seemed like a mere abstract proposition,
They might as well vote that the earth
was round, or went round the sunasa
mere abstract principle with which every-
body agreed. Ifthey coupled it with the
preamble, they found it amounted tos
vote of eansure on the Ministry, :
Hoa . Mr. MILLER It would be out of
order thus, for they could not move a re.
solutio» without a preamble, )
‘Hotto Dr. CARRALL said the motion
om}:lt be smended so as to be masde all
right. LN
gI:lon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there .was
no condition or preamble in the words of
the motion, : :
Hon. Mr, PENNY. said whether there
was a preamble or not, at all events, unlées
there was some cause for it, it was a mere
abstract proposition with which all agreed
in theory. and which it was quite
sary to affirm. If there was an
atadl for it;iis must be the one the hon..
goatleman mentioned in his speech, which:
was the sot of the Government upon
which/this motion would amount to a vote
of-cemsure.. If they did what was charged,
it might be prcper to apply that vote. but:
would it be wise in this Houseto doso?
In whiat position should they place them~
selves if they censured » Government sus«
tained lby -2 majority of about 110 in the
other.Mouse? It seemed to him they
wousld be-putting themselves it a very false

and ridioutous position, and nobody would

care mubh fer their - vote -of ocensure, ner
would suybody thank them for theirpains.
He sgieed i entirely with the oppobents

of the- Aniericaxt system, but it was neces--

sary:that those who objected to it in this
discussion should be. reasonable in this
matter, Ifa Government desired its suce
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[ oéds and should adhéré: 40 British:
it was necessry: that they ahould ebsarva
the same ocouttesy: and exhibit;the- sime
| respect for the opinions of othprs . as they
denrnded from .those ‘who :were! to sued
ceed them. That was not the case, how.
ever, in the cuninct of the G.ivefnment
that had just. gone out of office. 1t was
said the offices were fitled up by that! Mins
istry beonuse it was necessary in the pube
lic interest, tut they had' been vsoant
many month:. They were filled up hes
cause the - Government found. it woult
anewet:a paitizan purpose 1o mske: about
1§) appointments. Hé never: heard of shy
English Ministry who, in‘proportion to the
number of :offices, made sppointments in
this wholesale way., ‘Yhéy.all knew what
' was the ‘custom in Eagiand, namely to
make a certain number of peers-and ipro-
vide for a tertain number of: other - sdher«
ents as sacretaries; but as to. making
Custom House ' officers, -apd -pbetmasters
froin one end of the ebuntry to the: othez,
thers was nothing like it in British -prand
tice. . His hon. friend [Mr. Howlin) bad:
said the present Ministry hail'seized upon
sl theoffices, while the Secretary of State;
had shown they bad only taken .owenhaslf,
in aceordance with; sn arrangement mede,
equally by: the party in the Islénd who had
broken it with regard to. those; appoint.
ments. That seemed t0 meet:the..0bjec~
' tions of the hoatile ctitids of the Federal
Gevernment.: With regard to .tha: prow
priety: of .officers of the Governmens:
| voting af elestioms, -he shonid ' be: very:
| sorcy - 10 see them: :limited. :ae - to:
“this ;. xight a8 by «slams; -vcbute
' o the other:hand.it was parfectdy chrtain,
- that oflicers: wonld ¥pte, iif wt ek, for the.
Governmeunt of the ' day ; it they did not.
they could not expect to be -sontinued in.
“office, or if oontinued, would: be vuder a
"clowd. -He did not think any Ministry in
the world-would tolerate, or, if. they-toles
i rated, would look with an agreeable eye-
-upon & number of officers voting. against:
‘them. * Either - these . gentlomen. were.
‘allowed to vote, or they were not ; if they:
“were let, they would go for the. hlnluryu
of the day. He should, very. muoch prefer.
‘to make it impoesible for them  to-vose.s.
when-they eould net vote honestly or ins-:
partislly, lot shem stay at. home. ' Ba
agreed entirely with the sontimenc.ofithe
motion, but as- ke .saw 1o use “for:i-he.
-would certainly vate agains ite - .-
Hon: Mr. CAMPBELL said he could net-
but thiak that the line of srgument
adopted bythe hon. gentiensan who bad,
just sat down. was, coming him, a
professed Liberal, somewha$ unfortunate,
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(Hear, hedr.) He did not think that this
House would be influenced in arriving ats
decision upon this or any other motion on
such a subject, by considerations of the
kind he had just set forth. He had told
ths House that because the Govern.
ment had, as he thought, a majority
of 110 in aenother place, therefore
this Houre should not arriveat a certain
couclusion on this question. (Hear, hear.)
That, he (Mr. Campbell) must contess was
t0 him an inconsequential and anomalous
reason, and one somewhat in the nature
of an indignity to cofier to this House,
(Hear, hear.) He hoped that whatever
might be the decision of the House, its
resolation would be arrived at only from
oconsiierations affecting the merits of the
question, and not from considerations de-
rived from reasons such as those to which
he had alluded. He had not the happin
nees of hearing the remarks made by his
han. friend. who had charge of the resolu-
tion introduced on the previous occasion,
He was aware of some of the facts which
resulted in the appointments to which
sttention had been drawn. It might be,
as the bhon. gentleman had said, {hat when
the late Government were ahout to leave
office, the number of appointments made
was large ; but with regard to the Island,
hedid not think that any similar observa~
tion couid be made. The appointments
filled up on the Island grew out of its ac-
oessi n to Confederation ; they became
neoce on acoount of the Union. In
acoordance with the system of responsible
Government, the late Government were
anxious to take advice from the members
of Parliament elected by the Island to the

other branch of the Legislature, and to
this, upon the subject o those
asppointments.  That was the proper

and the usual course for Government
to take, and no person, still less no gen~
tleman claiming to he a Liberal could tind
fault with the Government for taking ad-
vios of members elected from the new
Provinos, as to making appointments. In
that way delays arose, in consequence of
which there was some dissatisfaction ; but
ihe appointments were  made i accord-

anoe with : British preccdent. It was im-

possible to argue there was anything un.
usual in the:e acts, These oftices were
tilled in & way which reflacted no disoredit
upon the Government in consequence of
the incapac ty, improper character, or an«
secedents of the favoured parties. Under
thess circumstances one would suppose
that the appointment would not have
been disturbed. They were made striotly
in ascordance with Biitish precedent and
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the prictice of this country ; they were
rendered nece<esary by Confederation, and
were made in the ordinary course, having
been delayed to almoet the Jast moment
for reasons which he trusted every hon.
gentleman will accept as sufficient, The
moment the new Government attained
power, all these appointments but 4 or 5
were disturbed.

Hon. ¥r, SCUTTI'—About 30 were made
and only half were disturbe i.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—No, 21 were
made and only 4 or 5 were of importance,
the others being appointments of officials
of inferior rank, appointments which one
would have supposed would not have en-
gaged the attention of this or .any other
Government. They were roversed, not
becanse the late Government was not in a
position to make them, according to British
usage and precedent, in the regular, am-
ple and complete discharge of all its duties,
but because they were not filled by persons
friendly to tbe gentlemen who represent
the Isiand in the Government at the pre.
sent moment The men appointed had
been sacrificed on the principle that ¢ to
the victors belong the spoile.” He under~
stood th t the Secretary of State on a pre-
vious oocasion disclaimed the principle of
turning out officials on a “count of political
bias or antecedents. He would like to
draw his attention to a case in Kingston,
where a gentleman, holding a commission
in the militia, a surgevn of Battery A. at
Kingston, was concerned.

Hon. Mr. SCUTT—Not & commission,

Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL—Yes, a surgeon
holds a commission ; this gentleman held
a commission as surgeon unattached, and
was appointed to be assistant surgeon to
Battery A. He was also, it is true, a phy~
sician in private practice. He had been
doing duty for something like .a year and
a half. He choose, in the exercise of his
undoubtcd rights as & subject of Her
Majesty, to give his strong support to Sir
John A. Macdonald at the recent elections.
He voted and canvassed for him, and did.
all he oould for him.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL-—And perfectly
right t00.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL ~Yes, and per-
feotly right. (Hear, hear). What was the
result? A few days afterwards he was dis-
missed. 1t was hard to say whether he
was dismissed from the servics at large or,
from Bittery A, because it appeared by
the Gazeite that the services of Assistant-
Surgeon Strange were announced as dis-
pensed with, the notice being signed by
the Deputy Adjutant.General himself,
We had in this instance a gentleman of
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merit and tigh standing. who had die-
charged his duties in a manner which gave
satistaction to thase in command over him,
and who held testimonials from the officers
commanding the Battery, Colonel French
and Major Irwin, with certificates attesting
the satisfactory way in which he had dis«
charged his duty to the Battery—and be«
cause he voted for Sir John A. Macdonald,
his services were dispensed with, although
the Necretary of State said he did not
believe that offi-ers under the Government
should be obliged to vote for them. Yet
this gentlemau who did not hold an office
uuder the Government in the atrict sense
of the term, had had the ill-will and vin.
cic.iveness of Ministers vented upon
him for supporting a candidate opposed to
them. He gave that as an instauce of the
conduct of these gentlemen who talk fair
with their lips, but act in a most tyrannical
manner agaiost any in their power who
chose to oppose them. He ditfered from
the hon. gentleman who had spoken before
him, saying that otficers of the Government
of necessity should vote with the Govern-
ment. This principle of preventing mem-
bers of the Civil Service from voting at
elections had been departed from in
Eogland for the last 20 years, the tendency
there having been of late to allow every«
body to vote ; and when in the spirit of
that principle the change was made,
enabling Custom House Cfficers to vote, it
was desived to follow up this law to the
extent of allowing every one to vote a3 he
pleased.

Hon. Mr, PENNY—Did this officer leave
his offics to canvass? .

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL saia he had not
an office which occupied all his time. He
bad the most satisfactory certiticates as to
the ample diecharge of all the duties con-
nected with the Battery. He had a right
10 leave when his duties were discharged ;
but;in epite of his services because he
chose to support Sir Jobn A. Macdonald,
he was dismissed from his office most
cavalierly, not having been able since to
obtain, to letter atter letter to the Depart.
ment, more than the mere acknowledg-
ment of their receipt, and the intimation
from the Adjutant-General that they would
he laid before the Minister of Militia,
Witbout a ~ord of explanation, without an
iota of reason, and when in the full exer-
cise of his duty he had been harshly and
unjustly deslt with, his dirmissal being a
most arbitrary and objectionable act.
I'hough he (Mr. Campbell) was a Conser-
vative and a Tory, (hear, bear). he believed
he was more liberal than the hon. gentle~
men opposite, as he would rather see all
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the public officars vote, no matter what
side they took. than be deprived of the
franchise., (Hear, hear). If the hon.
mover (Mr. Howlan) saw fit to press the
motion to a division, most certainly he
should have his vote. He thought that
the resolution did not exactly point to the
real pith of his hon. friends charge. It
said that men were not to be dismiseed
except for misconduct or incapacity. He
supposed that that was such a general
proposition that they could all adopt it ;
the hon. gentleman’s real contention was,
he thought, thit officials should not be
dismiseed on account of the political course
pursued, or in reference to the elections.
Whether he pressed his motion or not, he
had done good in bringing this mattar
before the House, and in exponsing the
course pursued by the Government on the
Island —a course arbitrary in the extreme,
and which reflected no credit on the
Federal Government. Their conduct was
tyrannical, and not in consonance with
British usage or precedent, but a depar~
ture from it for the purpose of giving vent
to the ill-will and partizin prejudice of
their colleagues in the [eland itself. (Hear,
hear).

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND said thnt when
the Secretary of State spoke the other
day of the change of Government in the
Island, ot the dismissal of the Collector
of Customs from office, the hon. gentle-
man himself baving taken the vacancy, he
(Mr. Haviland) told him with all cour-
tesy that be was mistaken in the informa-
tion upon which the speech to this House
was founded. (Hear, hear.) It 20 hap-
pened that the Government now in exis-
tence in the Island ran a general election
in March, 1873, and was sworn into office
at the end of Aprll, and that the Collector
of Customs was 8o violent a partizin that
he sent in a written resignation of his
office to the Clerk of the Executive Gov-
ernment. ‘Afier that resignation was sent
in, he was a mere locume fen:as till the
Hon.Senator was appointed. He remained
in that office until the elections took
place in the Island to the Federal Parlia-
ment, until the remaining vacancies were
filled up by the late Government—that of
bir John A. Macdonald—for the Doxinion.
when they filied this office with a genule-
man every way capable by experience.
talents and character, and after he bad
received his commission, and held oflice
four or tive weeke, he was dismissed with-
out rhyme or reason, the gentleman who
resigned the office in April being put in
hisplace. [Hear, hear]. If there wasone
thing more than another that made him a
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Comfederate, it was his desire to gét rid of
the villanous American aystem of rotation
in office which the Ieland had been
afflicted with from 1851 till it became
part of the Dominion. The motto of the
successful politicians was a vae victis—
woe to the vabpquished. Every man was
turned out with the change of Govern-
ment, from the Provincial Secretary to the
tide-waiter, and s» & consequence, on the
eve of a general election, the excitement
in such & smadll colcny wds something
tremendous. They bhad heard the eaying
~ the smaller the pit the more fiercely the
rats firht. (Laughter.) On such ocoasions,
that little colony was a hot bed of political
excitement, from one end to the other.
Every man pot in office joined with the
npposition, to get the Government out.
It was the ins against the oute, without
any great political principle at stike. The
ay«tem worked great evil, and corrupted
the political moralitv of the colony. He
did hope when they became part and
parcel of the Dominion that, whatever the
rule upon which the local officea would be
filled up, . Dominion offices would be
tilled on the same principle asin Great
Britain. He had cherished tbis hope till
he had learbed from bitter experience
within the last few montha, that the coun-
trary would be the reeult. He had heard
a great desl the other day from the
hon. membér for Richmond, as to the
numerous offices filled by Sir Johu Mac.
donald’s Government, on the eve of their
vacating their seats. As to the I:and,
however, the vacancies were occasioned
by its entering the Union. The whole of
the Customs Department passed over to
the Dominion, and they had no Inland
Revenue Depsrtment themsslves. The sup-:
ply of the offizes of these departments fell
ot oburse to the Dominion. It was thesame
with the- Post Office. and other. branches.
It was & natural consequence of a Cabinet
retirement, and a principle enunciated by
all oonstitutional writers, as .well as the
late 8ir Robert .Peel, that a- Government
though resigding might fill up existing
vacapncies. . Suppose the present Federal
Government happened to be in a minority
on anv grest question hereafter— (A Mem.
ber : Which is very unlikely)—he presumed
they would take care to fill all the vacan-
cies betore handing over their portfolios
to their ruccessors. . (Hear, hear snd a
laugh.) He did not think any honorable
gentleman could find fault with such con-
duct. Whether :t was desirable that his
hounorable friend (Mr. Howlan) shoula
press this motion or not, he was unable to
eay. He had had a dec'aration from both
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-sides of the House that they all -approved

ol the British principte, that was all he
cared for; he would be oontent to ledve
things as they were in the {sland. provided
that the Government for the future would
carry out the prineciplé and follow the
prrctice which had grown up in Englaad.
and received the tribute of admirition of
all lovera of constitutional Govérnment.
[Hear, hear.]

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN replied av greav
length to the remarks made in oppoaition
to his motion on Thursday last, partioular-
ly those of the Hen. Secretary of State,
He commenced by stating that he had
always been guided by a striot regard for
the truth in any explanations or allega«
tions made before this or any other publio
body. He repudiated - the imputation
that he had brough{ up this motion from
factiou+ motives, / He said, to the Senate
ot this Dominion -the smaller provinces
must look tor proteation. When the g eat
wave of pclitical passion or change swept
over the Dominion, leaving material effocts
elsewhere, it did not influence the Senate,
which was the existing place between the
Crown and the - people, where right was
might, while, in another place, might was
right. Taking that'view of the matter he
thought his daty to obtain for this ques.
tion of dismissals from otfice & thorough
handling and discussion. = He had no de-
sire to embarrass the Governwment, having
resolved to give it s fairtrial and assist.
ance reserving to himself the right of
ultimate action in accordance with the
dictates of auty, and under thesé olrcum-
stances he felt he would have beén re-
miss had he not exposed to the House the
reprehensible misube of patrémsge and the
gross piece of tyranny exhibited by. this
Governmeht in the treatmeht of 2 number
of the Prince :Edward lsland officialy,/ In
reply to the Hon: Mr Bursau, he ly
disclaimed any intention of moving:a vote
of want of confidenocé in the Government.
He would nevet so far {orget his duty as to
wish to shake & Government possessirig.so
large a msjorityin she other House, (Hear
hear). He was not dissatisfiéd with them
in all respects ; they. were doing what
he wished fromi’ his standpoint. - (Hear,
hear and a laugh.). And he hed

"no wish to see them going out ot office.

He protested againat thit hon. gentlemsan:
attributing improper motives to him. : He:
knew the Government were urged by cérs
tain representatives from the Island to
wake other changes, and this discussion
would do more to strengthen the hands of
the Government, if they chose to :resist
improper pressue than it could possibly do
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to weaken them. He repudiated the idea
of degiring anything to weaken them
When, he brougnt this matter up, the
Secretary of State accused him of misusing
his position in this House, but tnat hon.
gentleman, like every lawyer with a bad
case, could onlv abuse the plaintitl’s at«
torney. He had broken the rules of
Parliament to read a newspaper article,
written by the very person whose own
aotion had placed him outside the P. E,
1sland Custom House. He [Mr. Howlan}
was not going to trouble the Senate with
abusive newspaper articles; but if he
wanted to do so e might fiad within the
columus of some newspaper not very far
from Qttawa some cogent and telling ex-
posuras and denunciations of the Hon,
Secretayy of State ‘bimself. He was not
going'to search the purlieus of political
apastacy —(1 sughter)—tor arguments or
%gﬁqql against that hon. gentlemsn,
he  'hithself never ~ having  played
the part of a political apostate.
(Renewed  laughter.) "He  had ' spent
14 'years of poliucal life without holding
ny oltice, and no friend ot his directly or
iodjrec.ly 1eceived any appoiniment He
wag poy afraid to let his public character
stand side by side witn that of the hon.
gentleman for examination by the light of
open dxy. The hod gentlem+n went on to
denounce the P. E. lsland Pagtrict us the
worst pager,kgown to the lsiaad’'s history,
as devoid of common honesty, ani the re.
cepticle of all the fiith and alander of the
colony. Its proprietor and editor was Mr.
David Laird, and it had been condemaed
by a resolutidn of the Local Legislature,
moved by Hoa. Mr, Havilanda on 30:h
May, 1872 for tulsehood, by a vote ot 14
to 6, in a House contalning a majority of
the editor's political fiiends. The hon.
gentleman went on to state the circum-
stances connected with the last local elec-
tions and the results by the change of
Ministry, and the various dismissals from
offie, stating emphatically that Mr.Currie
upofi the success of the party opposed to
his own had given up the seals ot his office
the day after the new Government was
8WOra 1n, in accordancé with the system of
the lsland, How that could be called a
dismissal no honest man could conceive,
He'retorted the charge’ of audacity upon
the Hon. Fecretary of State. It everan
audacious statement was made by a
Cubinet = Minister it was the
other dsy, when he hid eaid
that one half the officials only were turn.
ed qut, to maké room for an equal number
of the opposiie party, H.d tnat been so,

e (Mr. H.) would never have. raised his .

!
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voice in the matter. Only the rank and
file of such offices as in the Custom House,
were allowed to remain, so the hon.
gentlemain's statement was most falla-
cious. ‘

Hon, Mr. SCOTT objected to the
language as too strong. He made the
statement on what he believed was proper
authority. He was under the impression
then, gnd still, that the Government’s ac-
tion intended the offices should be fuirly
divided beiween the . two parties. He
did not make the statement on his own
authority.

Ho ., Mr. HOWLAN said the hon. gen-
tleman erred through ignoranca or will-
fulin-ss, and he could take which horn ot
the dilomma he chose. This was the true
statement. Tnere were twenty-one ap.
pointments made, fifteen were dismissed,
five retained, and oneresigned. [he hon.
gentleman went on to analyse the list of
dismissals, the motives of which he de~
nounced as political hatred and malignan.
cy. He began with the father of the hon.
Mr. Pope, and went on to speak of Colonel
Gray, who had been without warning or
cauge, suddenly dispensed with, only two
ot the Dominion appointments being re-
spected, and concluded by saying he was
glad of the spparent disapprobation the
exposure of such improper executive cpnw«
duct had elicited in this House, and much
good would be done should it be empha-
ticilly rebuked as regards the time to
come. He hud not acted from fault find.
ing or factious motives in this matter. He
knew that every officer throughout the
Dominion was looking to ihis debate to see
wha' the sentiment and action of the Senw
ate would be. Let ministers get up and
state that for the future no  dismissals
would take place except for misconduct or
incapacity and he was ready to withdraw
the resolution, otherwise he would pregs
it (0 a division.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the hon.
gentleman had thought proper to put a
question at the end of his speech to
which, before going further, he would re.
ply that it was the opinion of the Ministry
that, in the interest of the gnodd Govern-
ment of the Dominion, no officer of the
Civil Service should be dismissed except
tor misconduct, incapacity or just cause.
This he was ready to deciare. [tiear, hear,
from both sides ] Aod whea they saw
the debate take the course it had, snd
his hon friend. a membor of the late Min«
istry (Mr. Campbell), assail the pre-
sent Government in the moet violent
way, he felt convinced that hon gentlemen
@I not remember the mapner in which be

)
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and oolleagues were treated by the Oppo~
sition of a former day. He (Mr. Letellier)
oould not pay him tbe compliment of say~
ing that his conducton this occasion at all
re:embled that of the late Opposition un-
der similar circumstances, What was the
Government accused of ? Dismisting per-
sors appointed to office by their prede-
cessors. By whom appointed? By men
agalnst whom the great charges were made,
and over whom a vote of ceusure hung for
the most serious political oftences ever
formulated against a Cabinet. They were
charged with selling the charter of the
great Pacific Railroad of the country, and
the evidence was 80 strong against them
that they could not do otherwise than re.
sign; and when the House of Commons
and the country had sustained - the men
who brought those charges, whenp the ac-
cuted had lost the coatfidence and respect
ot both, they took upon them to dispense
the public patronage as if they stoud with
pure reputations, every way entitled to
exercise ministerial power and rights in
the matter. No man could have gone to
the country and been applauded in saying
that a Government under these charges
had apy reason to uispose of half a million
of money by promotions and appoint«
ment of persons they would immediately
leave bebind them, ‘thus exercising
an undue patronage. When the
new Ministers came into power, the ink
w8 not dry on the commissions of those
appointed and promoted, such acts having
been performed the very day of the change
of Uovernment. He did not comment
upon this matter on account of any irjury
to the new Ministry, but to the interests
and morals of the country. -1t ill became
the late Minictors and their friends to
come here, after all thir, and cast re.
proiches upon their successo:s in the
manner witnessed. He referred to the
sale of the charter for money to ccrrupt
the elect ns in 1872, and Nir John’s tele.
gram—¢ send me another ten thousand.”
He defended the action of the present
Government, as regards the lsland dismis-
sils, statiog that the late Government
‘made appoiotments on the 4th and 5th of
November 1last, though quitting oftice,
themselves, on the 6th. They were kept
in them by the Macdonald (Government,
their situations being the bait for their
votas and influence. It was said the Local
Government of the Isiand acted upon the
views of the msjority, but that majority
had sent here a majority of supporcers of
the Dominion Government, Its action in
this matter was not intanded to injure any
‘hon. member, but to rebuke and make
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amends for the improper conduct of the
late Government, in taking upon them,
while such grave charges hung over them,
and a vote uf censure by the majority of
the Commons was threatened, to make
thcse and other appointments.

A MEMBER- How do you know there
was a hostile majority ?

Hon, Mr. LEI'ELLIER replied, by the
fact of their resigration, and by the great
veidict of the electors subsequently.
[Hear, hear.] What were the new Govs
ernment to do? They decided, atter
consideration, to cancel appointments
made : f.er the date of the charges, thote
whom they thought fit to be re-appointed.
They knew it was boasted, at the Oppo-
gition caucus, on the Tth of November,
that patronage was taken out of the
hands of the new men in power for ten
years, Was it likely or reasonable they
should not consider the position, moral
and political, of the men who had made
those appointments ? Were the resigned
Ministers in a | osition to declare that 150
persons skoald have been named by them
to offices, at an expense of a million,
when they dared not have asked the
House for sn appropriation to that
amount for the purpose? He contended
the Government had just cause for what
they had done. As to the complaint of
the hon. member f{or Kingston [Mr.
Campbell] about a diswnissal, he had not
told them that all the officials of the
Penitentiary had voted against the cane
didates supporting the present Govern.
ment, and actually used the horzes of the
inst:tation in working for Sir John Mac-
donald. (Laughter.)

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL said he would ex.
plain that shortly

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER sai1 the
motion proposed to assert an ab-
stract principle, in no need whatever
f aftirmation, and therefore, he was the
more surprised to see the hon. gentleman
from Kingston ready to pronounce in its
favour. It would only goon the minutes
of the House, an1l would be like atfliming
that right was right, or snow was white.
The Government, as tefore said, wan quite
in favour of the principle of dismissing
nobody except lor incipacity, misconduct,
or just cause, Mr. Gladstone never
abused his position, or prostituted the
public patronage in the way witnessed on
the retirement of the late Cavadian Gov-
ernment. A parallel for its conduct would
hve been the making of 1,500 appoint-
ments, snd such & scandal would have
roused a storm of indignation throughout
Englund. (Hear, hear.) :
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL &aid,as to the em-
ployment of Penitentiary sleighs to con-
vey voters to the polls, he desired to re.
move a reflection on the very deserving
Warden of thst imstitution. He was, on
the day of the elections, very much pres-
sed for men, there being not more within
the buildings than he had occasion for.
On the morning in question, he met al )
the men in the ante-room and said the
elections were going on and they knew he
was short-handed, and that those who de-
sired to vote should get the sleighs, in the
pame of the Deputy Warden and go
in them to the polls; the
sleighs  to take back the men
who had voted, in half dczens or 80, in or.
der to avoid delay, and enable the officials
to return promptly to their places. The
sleighs thus went backwardsand forwards,
carrying the voters of the Penitentiary
only, to and fro. They were not umployed
with any other electors.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER—For whom did
they vote ? )

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—For Sir John A,
Macdonald.

An Hon, MEMBER—AnQ voted right
too.
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—And voted right.
In the Post Office Department, with which
he was familiar, there were eleven officials
who would all have been deligkted to vote
tor Sir John, but were territied and fright-
ened out of their desire by reawon of in-
timidation. One voted against the late
Premier and the rest absented altogether.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—I do not vouch
for the last statement. .

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~I vouch for it.

Hon, Mr. MONTGOMERY said that
when these appointments were made he
was & supporter of the Goverement, but,
he did not approve of the policy of the
late Government when they made them.
He was not consulted on those appoint«
ments, and he did not think that a mine
ority of the people’s representatives had
arightte.make them. He thought the
hon. gentleman who had moved the re-
solution had sccomplished all that was
necessary by the discusion that had taken
place, aud it would be better for him to
withdraw it, but, if Me did not, he (Mr.
M&ntgomery) yould make a motion him-
self. :

Hon, Mr. HAYTHORNE said that al-
though » number of appointments made
in Prince Edward Island had been disturbe
ed, there never was any intention on the
part of the Government toad%'pt any other
than the old oconstitational English prac.
tice. Now he thought the case before the
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House was neither American nor English.
Neither practice had been closely followed
out in this instance. With regard to the
English practice, it is based on the princis
{)le that the Government of the day will
ook to those cflicials who are in office for
complete information in their several de-
partments ; but, he would ask how could
Mr. Mackenzie look to those men who
were appointed in Prince Edward Island
for such information, and who were known
to be decided partizans, The case had no
parallel with the English system. By all
means he was willing to grant that the
outgoing Gevernment should take those
appointments, which truly belong to them, °
but here was a case that might never ocs
cur again, except Newfoundland came
into confeaeration, He hoped his hon,
friend would withdraw his motion, but at
any rate, he (Mr. Haythorne) was quite
prepared to defend the position which the
Government of the day had taken on the
question. With regard to what had
been aaid about a statement made
hy the editor of a newspaper, he
might remark that it wvas quite
poasible for any man to make a mistake.
The vice of making a false statement was
the making of it knowing it to be false,
When that statement was made in the
paper the editor stated what in hisopinion
was true, but when he tound that he was
mistaken he made the only reparation in
his power by & thorough recantation ofthe
whole matter.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL, who spoke in
French, said that after a declaration so
satisfactory as that which the Government
had made through one of its members, and
after the statement of the honodrable
author of the motion he could conceive no
further room for argument, and no resson
to continue the debate, nor was it to purs
sue the discussion he now rose. But he
felt it his duty to protest against the
proposition announced by the honorable
member for Alma-—a proposition which
would have the eflect of lowering the
character of this honorable House if ad«
mitted by its members. The honorable
member had put the question : in case of
a vote on the present motion hostile to
the Adminisrration, what would be the re-
sult of it? and he answered by silirming
that such a vote, amounting to a vote of
want of confidence would be ridiculous
when the Government had a majority of
not less than 110 in the Commons, Now,
he oonsidered it his duty, as it was the
duty of the whole House to protest against
such a position, and to repuise it. [Hear,
hegr.] They must not lose sight of the
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fact that they were called by the country
to judge of the acts of the Administration,
and tﬁtf they ought to do irrespective
of its strength or weakness, When all

the details of the Adminisfration were ('

submitted  to their judgment,

duly
asked for returns from any

when the 0
branch of the Administiration, having
ference to any possible fact relating to
the public service, when they expressed
an opinion on the merits of administrative
acts, would there be a single member on
the floor of the Houde who would pretend
that they were encradching upon the pris
vileges of the other House? 1f, then,
they were, in the exercise of thejr privi-
leges,fulfilling a duty by thus dcting, they
oughtnot to pr'etem! that their judgement
wag of no coneequence, even supposing it
had no immediate result for or inst
the. Government—that is, though it
did not affect its existence.
member for Alma asked what would be
the judgmwent of the House. He answer.
ed that it ' would be the judgment of the
highest $£ib in the country—the de-
cision of the highest House in the Domin -
ion. And he held thaf such. a juggment
would be of great importance, having the
effect of. showing  to the country the de-
gree of confidence whioh™ ought to be im.
posed in the Administration. If the a¢tion

of the Houseé had not this importapce’ it

was of no atility at all, and the Senate
should no longer be K’arivof our political
institutions, They should either récog.
nize and appreciate the importance of the
Senate or ask for its abolition if they
judged it of such minor importanci, He
might have misunderstood the bearing of

the rémarks of his hon. friend from

Alms, and if e0 he would be very glad o

offer that hon. gentleman, by his present
remarks, an opportunity of exp!ammﬁhq
whole of his opinjon. if it had been

misrepresented. Now. as to those
who sat on the Opp:‘)aiﬁq? side of the
hey gave the |

House with himself, when ,
administration a fair support and When'
they tgok care to avoid all actién fthat
might haye a oolor of - iglt'ematic ‘opposia
tion ; when they gave the full b fair play,
they didnot act 80 from feeb enqsr, bui
because thiey undersjood they did not
allow the slightest tings of party spirit te
enter the Senafe, For tha{ moderstion
and a?irit'qf fairness they wintad to have.
credit frexa the Goveri_i'ﬁg:it, and he way
sure it would not L e withhe la.

After a féw words of explanation from

the Hon, Mr, LETELLIER, the mation
was withdrawn, and it being six o clock

f[(May 11, 1874,
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the House adjourned until half-past seven
o'clock, . .
AFIER RECES3.
The Houmse resumed st 8 o'clock.

BILLS.
Hon, Mr. MeMASTER moved thesecord

reading of a bill from the Comtons,
entitled the Confederation Life Au::g:-
tion Amendment Bill. He' explaitied that
the financial  year of the sssociation closes
on the 31st 6f Uctobet, and the annmal
meeting is held in December; but there
was a vast amount of 1sbour to be gone
through, and a great deal of time was
occupied in making out the financial state.
ment. What was now wanted was power
authorising the ing of a by-law to
enable the extension of the time for-hold-
ing the armual meeting in May. -

The bill was read 'a tecond time and "re«
forred t0 the Standing’ Comimittés on
private billa.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS moved the. oomidbm.
-tion of the amendnients of the Selegt Lom-
mitteee on Banking to (Bill 1] foreign cor
porations investment in Canada biily, ‘He
said that it was unnecessary for him to
expiain the amend and all he had
ta do was to move that they be confirmed,’

The bill wis re-commit on the
motisn of the Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL,

' _The Heuse went ints Oommittes of the

"Whole on ‘the amendments of - the %
adisn Mortgage and Investuient Bill, 'Hon.
My. Botstord in the Ohsir; bug s¥ers
long disoussion the Commities Tose’ ‘shd
reported no new smendments; md the, bill
" en, s, NeDONALD, ookt mioved
’ on. Mr, Mo.

that the order‘iérﬁbe‘ ﬂm ‘of
the Great Norshwest, Baitway Miﬁﬁm

‘ be' discharged ‘to-mao

PRIVATE . BILLS,

_Hon. Mr. LETELLIER moved that the
tima limited for receiving. private bilis be

| extended to. Wednesday, the. 20tk im.

'mto
NOTICE OF MOTION, .

Hon. Mr. RYAN. gave notice of iy in.
1o sk _on® Wodnesday nes
whetber it is the intention of the Govern.
ﬁmnt d:xrgg the present session’ of Pste
atnent, to introduce & m having’
for ita objedt the repeal of the ;,58. , 'hm‘-'
seotion ot the 20th seotion of, Aci“#ﬂ.‘%g'
cap, 57 of the Statiites of the Jate Proyinoe
of Canada, or by other meqns o prevent
as far as practicable, the recurrence of the
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g mjﬁsﬁ! 'injury and inconvenience to
‘the trade add commerce of the St. Lawa
‘rence, in consequence of the stoppage
of ice and the formationof an ice biidge
within the harbour of Quebec.
PETITION.

A-pétition was received from Sir Hugh
Allan, anl others, praying for the con-
struction of a railway bridge across the
river Ottawa, 80 as to form & ocommunica.
tion betwsen the city of Ottawa and Hull,

A great number of bills from the Com.
mons were réad & first time, and

The House adjourned at 9.10 p.m,

Turspay, May 12, 1874,
The House met tosday at three o'olock.
THIRD READINGS.

- After routite,
Hon. Mr. MoMASTER moved the third

reading of & Bill to éxtend the time al-
lowed for the -paying of subecriptions of

stock in the Canada and New York Bridge
and Tunnel Company.—Carried.

‘Hon. Mr, FERKRIER moved the third
reading of & Bill entitled. «un Act to amend
the charter of the Montreal Credit Com-
pany.—Jarried.

P. E. ISLAND DISMISSALS.

Hop, Mr. HAVILAND gave notice that

he would move on Thursday, for copies of
despatches from the Administrator of the
Government ot P. E. Island to His Excel-
lenay, and other papers on the subject of
the resignation of Stanislaus F. Perry,
Spesker and member of the Legislative
Assembly.

CONSTITUTION OF THE SENATE.
Hon, Mr.  CAMPBELL said he gave

notide of a midtion on this ‘subject some -

tithe ago, under the impression that cer
“tiin p ] ings anave been taken

in #nother branch of the Legielature. He -

now :knew ‘they - had not oocurred, nor

likkely, this session. He would
motion.

were/they
therefore drop hi
MESSAGH.
A meéssage-was received from the Com-
mbns, askifrg that the Senate dllow the
Hon. Mr. Letellier tobe cilled to attend

d-give évillenée betdte the Select Stand.
T iites b Fubite Workn, %
“Hon. Mr: 8CO ‘| opeartions be

TT moved, seconded by
Hon. Mr. Bureau, that a message be sent

[SENATE]
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to tha Coramons to acquaint that House
that the Senate did give leave to the Hon
Mr. Letetllier, to attend and give evidence
before the Committee on Public Works,
1f he sees fit.—Carried.

BECOND READINGS,

Hon. Mr. McM ASTER moved the second
reading of the bill, from the Commons,
entitled the Collin’s Bay Rafting and For=«
warding Bill, He explained the objects
of the Company interested, which includ.
ed the forwarding of rafts from Collin’s
Bay, in Ontario, to Quebec amd other
places, and the construction and eharter-
ing of tug boats and foreign vessels, and
the doing of such other things as might be
necessary in the forwarding business.
The capital was $100,000, power being
asked to increase it to one million, if re.
quired. The bill contained all the usual
provisions, and might be amended in the
proper committee, it necessary.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL asked if this bill
should not properly originate in the Legiss
lature of Ontario?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL asked what clause
of the Bill necessitated its coming here,
The bill appeared, on a hasty examination,
to'be one that should be dealt with by
Ontario,

Hon. Mr. McMASTER explained it was
of the character of Bills often patsed at
Ottaws, and one reason for its being
brought here was thst the operations of
the Company would extend oyver two
Proviaces, Ontario and Quebec, and foreign
couniries beside.

A long conversational discussion ensued
on the inexpadiency of toushing private
Bills or measures that fairly belonged to
the jurisdiction of the Local Legislaiures.
Several members urged great catre and
strict regularity in the matter, in which
the smaller and ‘weaker Provinces had
particular interest. :

Hon., Mr. McMASTER replied that the
Bill came to bim from the Commons, and
might be amended in Committee. "In
certain cases a Company incorporated
simply by the Legislature of its own+ Pro-
vince might not be able to gét its rights
in Another..—Motion agreed to, and Bill
referred.

Hon. Mr. PERRY moved the second read-
ing ot the Hill from the Commone, to ins
corporate the London and COanada Banls.
He was understood to say the Bank would
have an oftice in Toronto also; that its
capital would be five millions of dollars, the
amount to be paid up before commencing

foig $500;000.—Seconded by
Hon, Mr. Reesor, and carried.

Business.
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Hon. Mr. BURKAU moved 1he second
reading of the bill from the Commons to
incorporate the Lochiel, Hawkesbury and
L'Original Junction Railway Company.—
Carried. .

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved the second
reading of the bill from the Commons, to
incorporate the Marine Ipnsurance Co,—
Carried. ‘

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved the second
reading of the bill from the Commone, re-
specting the International fransyo tation
Association— Carried.

The House then adjourned during plea-
sure, pending the arrival of bills from the
Lower House and, afterwards at six o’clock
#dj urned till tc-morrow at three.

Miscellaneous

WepsEsDAY, May 13th, 1874.
TIIRD READINGS.
The Hozse met to~day at three o'clock

After routine,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved concur-
rence in the amendments made in Comas
mittee to the bill entitled An Act to
authorise Corporations and Institutions
incorporaied within the limits of Canada,
toJend and invest money therein.—Carried.

On motion of the hon. gentleman, the
bill was then read a third time.

On motion of Hon. Mr. PENNY the bill
o incorporate the Maritime Insurance Co.,
reporied from the Committee on Banking
and Commerce with amiendments, was
referred back to it for reconsideration.

The bill to incorporate the Lochial,
Hawkesbury and L'Orignal Junction Rail-
way Co., reported with amendmente, was,
on motion of Hon. Mr. BUREAU, read a
tbird time.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS moved the adoption
of the amendments to the Anglo Canadian
Mortgage and Investment Co , reported by
the Committee.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY pointed out objec-
tionable provisions as regards the matter
of the jurisdiction of the House and other
subjects. The bill asked for unlimited
borrowing powers, while affording the pub-
lic but little security in the shape of only
ten per cent of a paid-up capital.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said the hon. gentle~
man entirely misunderstood the bill, waich
asked only power for the Company to act
as an agent for others in the business of
borrowing and lending money, Bills of a
similar character hal been passed in this
House.

After some discussion, Hon. Mr. AIKINS
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yielding to a suggesiion of Hon. Mr.Camp-
bel), consented to changes in the bill, for
which purpose he moved its immediate
reference fo Committee of the Whole.
Carried.

The bill, as emended, was then read a
third time.

On motion of Hon Mr. FERRY, the bill
to incorporate the London and Canada
Bank, amended in Committee, was read a
third time.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MoMASUER the
bill to amend the Act incorporating the
Confederation Life Association, with amend-
ments, wais read a third time.

FREE POSTAL DELIVERY.

Hon. Mr, READ moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency the
Governor Genperal, praying that His Exa
cellency will be pleased to cause to be laid
before this Houss, a return of the places
where letters and other mail matter are
delivered free. the number of ‘letters and
other mail matter so delivered in each
place, the number of persons employed in
delivery in each place, and the costof such
delivery respectively, from the 30th June,
1872, to the 1st July, 1873, .

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the Govern.
ment had no objection to the return asked,
but it would involve a large amount of
work, which could hardly result in preduc.
ing the report by the eand of the session,
He suggested whether the hon. gentleman
should not be satisfied if he could, by
enquiry at the Postmaster General's De-
partment, gain all the information he
wanted, without requiring a written return.
1f verbal replies were insufficient, the re.
turn might afterwards be brought down.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL suggested the al.
teration of the motion, 80 as to mmke it
ask for a list of the places where letters
were delivered free, without adding the
pumbers of letters and the persons em.
ployed. The lict of places and cost of
delivery could be ascertgined from papers
at the Pcst Office Department without
much trouble. ‘The placesof free delivery
were Halifax and St. John. Some time ago
it was in contemplation to establish free
delivery in other cities; but the late
Government found that for Queeec, Mon-
treal, Ottawa, Toronto, Hamilton and the
other cities it would have cost $30,000 to
$50,000, therefore it was deemed best to
postpone it. Nevertheless, if the expense
could be borne, he thought free delivery
would be an improvement.

Hon. Mr. READ adopted the suggestion
to strike out of his motion the words ¢ the
number of letters and other mail matter
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80 delivered in each place, the number of
persons employed in delivery in each
place.”’—Motion agreed to,

STEAM SERVICE BETWEEN QUEENS-
TOWN AND HALIFAX,

Hon, Mr. ODELL eaid he did not desire
to move for the address of which he {had
given notice on this subject, but merely to
call the attention of the Government, and,
through them, that of the Postmaster to
the existing contract for carrying the mails
from Queenstown to Halifax. He thought
it was terminable on the 1st July, and he
hoped and desired that no new oontract
thould be so loosely drawn as the existing
one, but that such conditions should be in«
serted in the new one as stood in the con.
tract for the line between Liverpool, Ques
bec ind Portland. It was extraordinary
that there was no limit whatever in the
existing oontract, to the length of the voy-
age, and it was under these circumstances,
he thought, that some of the difficulties
alluded to on a former occasion, with regard
to the delays ot the mail service, had
arisen. He had another object—to endea-
vour to accelerate the voyages, and get rid
of the delays complained of. In the con.
tract with the Liverpool and Quebec
steamers there was a limit laid down, or a
fixed time for the voyage, thouzh he con«
sidered it was too long. But as to the
other line of steamers, as already re-
marked, there was none whatever. The
following was the motion, which he read
only for the purpose of attracting the at
tention of the Government to this impor-
tant matter :—

f

That in connection with the return o’
the voyages of the Ucean Steamers convey-
ing mails from Queenstown to Halifax laiil
before the House on the 22nd April, and
the reeolution for an address in referrence
10 the forwardiog of the English Mails
from Halifax to St. John, New Brunswick,
under consideration on the 8thinstant, the
altention of the Postmaster General be re
quested to the existing Ocean Mail contract
for the servise between Queenstown and
Halifax, terminable on the 1st July next,
with & view to accelerate the delivery of
mails at Halifax, and thus avoid in a great
measure the delay in forwarding mails
thenoce, there being no condition whatever
in the present coniract requiring the voy.
age to be performed within any given
period, nor any penalty for non~performs
ance of contract—and that his attention
be also called to the necessity of having
provisions inserted in any new contraot
similar in eflect to Noe. 10, 11, 12, 15, 16
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and 26, contained in thut for the like sers
vice between Liverpool, Quebec and Port-
land,

* Hon. Mr.LETELLIER said the attention

of the Postmaster had been given to.the
matter. He was not in a position to state
the reason of the difference between the
contracts with the respectivellines. He
was not aware of any neceasity for the dis.
crepancy, moreaver; but he did know the
Postmaster General was willing to oconsider
and deal with this matter in the way
thought most advantageous to the public.

Hon. Mr CAMPBELL said that.so far as
he remembered, the contract for the mail
service from Halifax to - Liverpool was
taken up after it had been abandoned by
the Imperial Post Office Department
or Government. The old papers were
followed, the contract language original y
used being again employed in the con-
tract hetween the steamship company and
the Posttaaster of the Dominion. Whether
it was necessary to insert any of those
clauses referred to as existing in the con-
tract with the Allan’s, he did not know.
He [Mr. Campbell] did not concur with
his hon. friend that it was desirable either
in the interest of the Post Otfice Depart-
ment or of the public, to press the mail
service, in order to gain a little time. He
thought experience had shown it was
better and safer not to press it. Though
the contract with the owners of the Que.
bec and Liverpool steamers required a
shorter time than some other lines were
granted, yet they were excused for delays
and trifling feilures, and during all the
time he was in the Post Office Depart-
ment, there never was a single instance of
any important negleot. The service had
been performed by the Allan’s in & man«
ner which, he thought, everybody would
say he was satisfactory, and by ships thst
reflocted oredit on the Dominion, and
compared favorably with those of any
other line. He thought there could have
keen no better service nor ships. Nor
had he heard of any delays of a  nature
1o occasion ocomplaint. Vith the exocep-
tion of a charge as to the ‘Prusman’s’
having a short supply of coal, or coal of
an inferior quality, on a voyage last season,
and which was not sustained, he had
never heard any complaint made of the
Allan line, and he had heard none s to
the pasasges between Halifax and Liver~
pool. He thought his hon, friend should
gseriously consider whether it was ad.
visable to press these ships. He be.
lieved they might rely on the interest
their owners had in making good passages
fo: safe and speedy travel. He thought
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the irips wera made as quickly as the
country required. (Hear, hear.)

“Hon. Mr. ODELL replied, ssyinghe had
notlbe,'t_'{righte'st desigo ‘t0 press these
ships. Thete was frgmn‘sion guardin
'thepspn_tnih in timeée of risk, making an 'alg~
_lowance for 1oss of timte "0u otcasions of
fog, ive anid 8o forth, =0 far as the Quehec
‘atid Liverpoél line was concerned. ' He

did not find fault with cauition and Jelay.

under suoch circumstahces. ' The hob. gen-
tletnan wis mistaken in supposing there
"had been the same class ‘of ships plying
batweén Liverpool snd Halifax, as between.
Liverpool and Quebee. There had been
riow snd then an inierchange, but only
when the gtiips from Queénatown’ to Hali-
_fax had made such long passages as to be
‘unable to take the mails off in time. As
a rule they were not the same kind of
ships as these of the Quebec and Liver-
pool 'line. Had the steamers of the alow-
&F lifie been faster, or run without unusual
presing, the mails might often have been
landed &t Halifax in time for the western
train on Baturddys, thus avoiding 48 hours
delay., 14 often thpcned the steamers
did not arrive at Halifax by the Tuesday,
‘#0 that people ‘were wunabie to answer
their létters:by the néxt mail. He hoped
that,whatever contract Government made,
would be fair ‘to the public as well as'the
authorities.
Hon. Mr.  DICKEY said the limit to
time was mnot for the purpose

of ‘fording ships to0 wear ‘themselves.

‘out or endadger the 'lives of ‘jassen-
' gére, but to prevent their being loaded
down with freight. That was the trouble
with rega; :

ifax, 'As the great difticulty with steamers,

“when 'tiot “restrioted to limited time for:

their voyiger, was the temptation to
take freight as longas they oould put ‘it

op, st thé same time he almitted 'the

Kl Line had  performed the voyages 1o
Halifex réasonably well, there having
beén the utmost ocare exhibited. He
, {tiought, howbver, -that wan a reason for
‘inseérting provisiens in the contracs of the
éthertine 'to Malifax, sintilar to that of
the Alldn contract. )
BANITARY ARRANGEMENT3 AND DI-
SEASE IN OTTAWA. -
Hon, Mr. BOTSFURD said be thoupht
it would bd aduiitted that the subjects to
whick he asked to call the atiention ef
the Senate by the r.oticcs that he had put

on the paper was one of oonsiderable 1~

portande to Parliament. It would :be 're-

oollected that since Parlisment met in’

Ottawa they had had a gocd many cases
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of sickness and death prewailing ameng
members of Parliament, and some of these
deaths arose from diseases which, if pro.
er precaution had been taken would not
Eave taken place. Within four yeara
three members of the Dominion Parlias
;ment had been seizod'wi(:h htlemt dloal::;ome
-diseage—small-pox ; and ought it
ressonable precaufion had been taken for
the prevention of that loatheome disease
this would not have taken place. ‘There
were other diseases prevailing which might
be attended to, There wis a want of
propéPrianitary regulations, in the city
of Otlawa as well as the imperfeot
yentilation of .the Parliament Buildings.
Now, under the circumstances he thought
this a subject which deserved the consid-
eration of the (Jovernment of the country.
The sanitary condition of Ottawa, it must
be obvious o every imember who was
brought here to discharge a public duty
was very unsatisfactory. . The state of the
streets and of the drains in the town was
such that the atmosphere must be un.
heslthy. The streets uzvm sllowed to re.
wmain uncleaned until they dried, and then
the dust that filled ' the almosphere, with
np eftioient system of, watering the straets,
e the place very unhealthy, 'The con-
ition of the city of Ottawa was such as it
should not be from the lazge expenditure

. of the public ' money in the various depart~

ments of the Government and from many
other advantages. He thought himaself
that ia justice o Parliament the sanitary
regulations in the city of Ottawa qught te
be more perfect than they were; he was
told that small pox exists in various parts
of the town, and that certiin:pettiens of
the city were néver free fromiit., Now it
did seem to him shat if ‘proper senitary
arrangbments ‘were 'made 'that  etate of
things miight be fectified. - 1If they took
the “cases’of HiseAse that ' hAd ocourred

 amotig the etibers of Parliatgent, no one

ever knéw Low /it was ‘contracted, exoept
in dne case, ‘and thht Was scdounted fo’r‘lry
ridibg in btie of ‘the public coackes of the
town, Frim’lis he 'argued that there
should be'a'prsperregulation with respoct
to the wuse “of ‘cOatlies !'which
would preévent dubh  oocurrendes’ taking
placé. ‘He culled the attention of 'ihe
‘Government to this, because ‘it  abstifed to
him that the ‘Goverument pusicsdd s
lever, and that’they eould exercise an in-
fluence with respest to' this state 'of
things that must'insure a réform,  Rwasa
thafter of serions importdnbe to the: ﬁo‘
ple of the Dothnitiion  that 'tho‘*m
who.come here to do’ the ;publio bl

were obliged to sit in buildings where
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their health was endangered, and it would
be for she, Government to say if no ime
provemont was made whether thay would
not remave 10 a, more healthy locality
where proper arrangesments were made for
the health of individuais who wexe. called
upon t0,go intv that locality. 'lhat they
had the power to do.
put this notice on the paper in order that
the Government might bring w0 bear the
power, which they poisens to effect a
thorough mode, of. drai , and to pre-
vent the existing mtate; of thipgs He
thought, the hoporable memberswould ad-
mit the nepessity, for these improvements ;

and make proper sanitary artangements,
a good. remult would be aceomphshed, if
they gave aitemtion to. matter. The
next . gnestion had referepce to, the
ventilation; ¢f. the Parliament: Build.
ings. He. understood a large sum.
had bepu. alreafdy. expended - for
that purposs, but he musf confess
from his own experience, since he had.
been here he could see.no improvement.,

The raading room, had bpen mosy offen.
sive ; and it any one went into the gallery

of the Howse of Commons, to listen to
the debates, be did s0 at the risk of his
health, He did not intend to go into the
minutiss or details #».t> what.ghould be
done wish the Rarlisment huildings, but:
he said that if it requiresd more money tp
be expended. for their proper ventilation:
than had. been expended, it should be
done. The third m. of which he had.
given notioe, he looked upon as a.very
serious question. No proper. regulstions
had been made for the vaccinatian.of ali.
persous, and.the prevention of that leath

somp disease pmali-pox, Now, when they
came to look at, what had been dene for
the prevemtion of the spread of contages
ous disease, horses and catile, and
when the. pawer :waa.taken to destroy.
cattle and horaes.in ordes to- prevent, the
spread f; those, disegnes,. e thought it.
would. be ssimittad. thet these was nothing
arbitzary in enforcing am order for all per-
sons t9 be wacainated in order that smalis
pox, shouki be. stamped out. local an«
thorities werm at. great expanse 10 pro-.
vide for, ‘the, modation of patients
suitering froma the diseasq, and, the
expensd . of, ita prevention W

not ba gnester . than. a.cqmpuliery.system:.
of vaceimetion. . Under,. thess. citcum-
stances, he thaughs the Governmens should
provide lor an universal system ot vactina.
tion ; he thought the subject. af such
importance that Goverament. .attention
should be drawa to it, and be trusted such
steps would be sakem as will prevent and

He had therefore ]

‘tion should be

their chitdren vaecinated.:
| ment had a1ightto pass. such & law, and

- the cily which was in contempl
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remedy the evils of which he coxplained,

" he therefors nsked. - .

1ss, Whetber the Government propose
to take dany measures to infiuense the-an.
thorities of the City of Ottawa to improve
.the sanitary condition.of the eity ?.. 2ad.
If it is theintention of the Government to
provide for a bester system of ventilation
for Parlisment Buildings? 3rd. Whether
it is the. irtention of .the Gevernment to
adopt ang measures to insure 8 more: ge-
neral and effactive system of vaocination
‘thronghout the Dominion of Canada?

'Hon. Mr.  MILLER ssked. the hon. gen-
tleman if this House hagd any power ia the
matter, ;

'Hon. Mr. BAILLARGEON said, as. &

: physician he learned with a great deal . of

plessure that. Mr . Botaford had taksti:such
a step, and that he took suck a deep ins
terest in the subject of. vaccination. Bet.

_tar attention to that question was very

much wanted, and. the ednsequence of its
neglect was very mueh feit, he did not

‘doubt, throyghout adl the Prowinces, but

a great deal more perhaps:in the Provings
of Quebec, of whicn hecould speak. than

.in th other parts of the country. He wea

not aware of what was going onin Upper.
Camads, but according to his view vaccina-
raade compuisory all: over
the Dominion. He thought thers should.
be a.law that would force paremnis $o have:
The Govern.

in doing so they would be consulting the
welfare of the whole community. -[Hear,

| hear.].

Hon. Mr. SCOTL replied. that the Geve
ernmens never had the subjeot under 00w
aideration, but its. im WAS never:
doubtéed. The Goyernmeant had not ea
the astention of the municipsl sathorities
to the subject or notitied them te keep tle
streets in better order. The question. of
sanitary arrangsments in & large city like
Outawa, was. one not essily. disposed of,
He undsrstood that the Corporation wers

At present introducing water works, and -

t, in connection with the sewerage of
ation would .
effect a very desirable change. But he
thought the city of Ottawa w:s progtess-
iag as rapidly in ssuitary improvements as

.| any other city in the Dominton. S4ill: he

thought.shat the ‘expenditure of monsy:for
mmo,vin%thﬁ; tilth trom th:ume::;f t'l;n
season of . the year was well ap o
boped that the municipal governmené of
the city would be impreesed with the res

matter their attention.

question. on the. psper, he had to mform

)

’
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the hon. gentleman that a Committee
had been formed for the purpoee of pro«
viding better ventilation for the Parlia-
ment Buildings, and thay had the assists
ance of an architect. He confessed he had
not muoh faith in the efforts of architects
for ventilating buildings ; but a very large
sum had been spent to improve the vens
tilation, and now that the subject had
been brought forward again, the attention
of the Government would be given to it,
and if anything could be done to improve
the ventilation it would be done. With
regard to the third question, he was not
aware that small pox was more prevalent
in Ottawa than elsewhere. He had mno
. doubt the municipal authorities attended
to the subject of vacoination, and all classes
of people could be vaccinated free of
charge. It was, howxever, one of those ad«
vantages that the people did not appre.
ciate and was attended with great diffi.
culty. The Government had no power to
interfere in municipal oconcerns, and he
could only say that the law is the same in
Uttawa as in other places.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD said the hon. genilen
man [Mr. Botsford] deserved oredit for
stirring the Ottawa people up to their
duty in this matter, if they had been
lacking therein, They commenced their
waterworks only some two years ago, and

had expended over balf & million on them.

The machinery was now up, the mains
were laid through the streets, and the
service pipe was to be put down immedi.
ately, and the engineer told him no later
than this mornming that they intended
letting the water into the city by the 1lst
August, for the prevention or suppression
of tires. The mains would be filled, service
pipes distributed, and the ciry pretty well
supplied with water this fall. in connecs
tion with this subject came the sewerage
which, without the waterworks, would not
be very effective. He would read an
article desoribing the progress made from
the organ of the Government, Tue Timss.
(Hear, hear, and a laugh.)

A Member—The Government has no
organ,

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—You have an organ.
The hon. gentleman here read the article
in question, and said its facts would con-

vinoe the House the city was in earnest in-

this matter. ‘Iheir debentures were being
taken up at 8 good prios, olote to par,
which supplied the money wanted. The
sewer work was to be put under oontract
in a few days, the plans and specifications
being ready. 'The sewera would drain the
low ground of the eastern half of the city,
700 acres ot land, and 400 of the Upper
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Town, Then the water from the water
works would completely flush the sewers,
carrying off the filth, small-pox and every
other malady. (Laughter.) The Tiues ar-
ticle showed clearly the sanitary benefits
that would be the result of the improve-
ments in question. Hon. gentleman
should consider that this city 46 years ago
was & denee forest. The first tree was cut
in 1827, They could compare favorably, at
preeent, with Halifax, 8t. Jobn, Montreal,
or any other city in the Dominion: (Hear,
hear.) He thought the citizens of Ottawa
had done wonders for their meansand ad~
vantages. - Let them alone for another
year. They had spent half a millioa on
their water works, and had raised an
equal amount whici), they believed, would
complete them. They had another half
million for sewerage, and much of the
work would be completed this Fall. No
member could mwore regret the deaths in
both branches of the Legislature, since
Parliament was  convened, in Ot.
tawa, than its  citizens, but
he did. not believe they were out
of proportion either to the population of
Ottawa or the numbers in attendanoe in
the Legislature. Some gentlemen, in.
¢luding the members- of this House who
bad lately away, had come here in
bad health, so their deaths oould not be
laid to the acoount of the Capital. He
did hore, however, that the Goverument
would take any action poseible to assist
the city in improving its condition. He
was sure that, as the citizens had enough
to do to meat present burdens, they would
accept & Government appropriation . for
this purpose, (Hear, hear, and laughter )
He assured hon, gentlemen the city's
large and cdstly improvements were de.
signed to abate such evils as small-pox,
and to improve the géneral samitary con.
dition of the city.  (Hear, hear.)

Hon, Mr. CARRALL eaid the reform
proposed would be not only advantageous
10 the country at large, but agreeable to
the eternal fitness of things, and would
come in conterminous with the existence
of a pure Reform Government. [Hear
hear, and laughter.] Purity was their
motive. (Laugh$ r.) It was the prinaipal
element, base, subetratum of their exe
istence. He fancied it was wise in the
hon. gentleman frem a Maritme Province
to Civect the attention of the Government
to the impure state of affairs within
very nostrils of the capital, - S

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER-It existed tes
fore this Government. (Laughter.)

Hon Mr, CARRALL- But it had been -
oontinued under the present Government,

of Otlawa.
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aggravated and intensified,. [Renewed
merriment.] One of the members of this
House was suftering from that foul and
loathsome disease, small pox, and while he
should be sorry to attribute to the Corpor-
ation of Ottawa any intention to consums
mate the destruction of any one belonging
to this body, he was obliged to say there
was 3 laxity in the enforcement of the
vaccination law, truly deplorable. He
understood that 1n Hull this disease could
be had any day of any week. That was
the state of things where the elite, the
lumber princes, were concentrated, and all
through the laxity to which he had al«
luded. He could only regret that this
was the case, and trusted that the attenw
tion of the local authorities having been
called to it, they would make efforts for
an improvement which should be supple-
mented by the Government always work-
ing in the interest of purity, [Hear, hear
and a laugh. ]

Sanitary condition

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER eaidif a Com-
mittee were to be appointed to consider
this subject, they could not select a better
member thdn the hon gentleman who had
just taken his seat. He admitted the sani.
tary ccndition of the city was a subject for
compiaint. But the city had grown up
suddenly since Government came here,
and no new community could be expected
to exhibit a state of things requiring no
improvement. They could not look for
the conveniences and advantages to be
found in large cities. The sanitiry cons
dition of Ottawa, was said to be infarior to
that of other cities of the Dominion, but
in the largest, Montreal, possessing good
sewers and an ample supply of pure water,
small pox was always to be found, Per-
haps it was the fault of those doctors who
had always a supply of small gils pills to
throw st friends or opponents in the skil-
ful style of the hon, gentleman opposite
(Dr. Carrall.) (Hear, and laughter.) In
Montreal the diséase was partly due to
s)me physicians who had promulgated the
notion that vaccination was a poisonous
operation, and should not be continued.
[Hear, hear.] He certainly agreed with his
bop. friends as to the need of measures for
the improvement of the sanitary condition
of the city, but a large city, with all the
improvements could not be formed in a
day. ‘In Ottaws, the people had taxed
themselves as heavily as those of any other
city, to better its condition, and make it
hea‘thy. Though ho was 0£posed to the
Government coming here, he would say
that he believed that in view of what had
been accomplished, every encouragement

17
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should be given the citizens to carry on
the work of amelioration, (Hear, hear.)
Hon. Mr, FERRLER also testified to the
existence of small, pox in Montreal, and
the injury done by the physicians who had
turned the minds of many of the
class against vaccination. It was among
those who had been affected by his writ-
ings, which were in French, the deaths
mainly occurred. The hon. gentleman ocon-
tended that there was no reason why mea-
sures shouli not be taken¥or the proteow
tion of human life as well as animals
from contagious diseases.

Hon.Mr. MILLER replied that the reason
why Parliament had not legislated in res
gurd to the protection of human life was,
that it had not the power, The subject was
within the jurisdiotion of the Local Legis+
latures. The question ot quarantine was,
however, under the control of Parliament.

Hon. Mr. BOTS¥ORD was not certain of
the correciness of that view. The Con.
tederation Act could be construed in a
great variely of ways. Why not make
neglect of sanitary duties a crime, 80 as
to reach the father of a family or others
having control of numbers of people, who
had neglected vaccination? If made a
crime, this Legislatare could deal with it.

Hon, Mr.CAMPBELL said, as to the
question of public health, this Legislature
determined one or two sessions zgo, and
acted upon the decision, that it did not
come within the sphere of its powers. In
an early session of the Federal Parliament,
the general Government took charge of
the health of emigrants after they landed,-
and appointed health officers, '

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—This was under
a special clause of the act, allowing us so
deal with quarantine.

Bon. Mr.CAMPBELL.—We took charge
of quarantine. A vessel with cholera ar.
rived st Halifax. On looking into the
question of jurisdiction and duty, the Min.
ister of Justice, and, he was sure Parlia«
ment became satisfied as to the ocourse
which the Federal authorities should pur-
sue, they pasied an Act on the subject,
all being of opinion that deaiing with emi.
grants or parsons on shore, was not within
the Province of the general Legi
but should be left to the Local. The
Quarantice Act was then alter d to. con-
fine the execution of the duties under it,
to persons appointsd by this Parliament
who were oniy to attend {0 persons on
board ship. After emigrants landed they
were to onme under the charge of the
local authorities.

The subject then dropped.
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MANITOBA LAND CLAIMS,

Hon. Mr. GIRARD said the question he
was about to put was A very important
one to both old and new settlers, some of
whom had no title to their lands, one of
the results being that they could not
make improvements thereon, as they had
no seourity for their enjoyment afterwards.
His enquiry was-- !

¢Does the Goverrment intend to put
into operation at an early period the Act
36 Viotoris, c. 6, which provides for the
appointment , of Commissioners to settle
without cost,claims to land in the Province
of Maniloba, which were not public pro.
perty at the time of the transfer to Canada,
and for the issuing without delay ot Letters
Patent in favor of the owners and o:cua
piers of such Jand 7’

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER replied, Govern~
ment intended appointing Commissioners
at an early period. The delay was due to
the illness of the gentlemsn appointed to
the Cihet Justiceship, who had not yet
been able to take his seat.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hor, Mr. DICKEY having urged the
claims of the workmen on sections seven
and four, to payment, whether they had
been employed by sub-contractors or conw

tractors, both on account of the
value of the work dome, and
the inconveniences in many cases

attending its performance enquired: lst.
« Whetner the amount of unpaid cliims
on sections 7 and 4 of the Intercolonial
Railway, set forth in the return laid on the
table of this House, or what portion (if
any) thereof will be paid, and whether
laborers’ unpaid claims for work done
under sub-contractors will be respected ?’’
2ad. ‘ Whether any, and what amounts
have been paid to, or on account of the
first contractors, on sections 4 and 7 of the
Interoolorial Railway, or either of them,
since their abandonment of the works,and
is it intended to pay any such srmounts
to them until after the unpaid claims are
satistied 7'’

Hon. Mr. S8COTT said the policy of the
Government was {0 pay the workmen for
section four, from the vote of last year,
amounting to $25,984. He had been in«
formed that had been done, $22,980 having
been already expended in payment of
labor perfcrmed under the direct claims.
In no case had the Department recognised
the labor under subrcontractors, the
distinotion being made from the fact that
the contractors were precluded from sub-

letting any poition of their contracts, and |.

that those who worked for the subscon~
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tractors had not as good a claim as those
who worked for the contractors. In refer-
ence to section seven, Parliament voted
$20,892, of which $20,413 had been ex.
pended, all in the same direction—namea
ly, paying first, and only, the workmen.
There was left a balance of $479, but ke
understood there was a number of claims
filed for it, which had not been adjudi-
cated upon. Any moneys coming to the
contractors would be second to that going
to the Jaborers.

Hon, Mr. DICKEY said the honorable
gentleman had‘not stated what the Gov.
ernment intende¢d doing.

Hon Mr. SCUTT—The intention is not
to pay money not voted by FParliament.
[Hear, hear.]

JUSTICE IN THE NORTH WEST.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD pointed out the
great evil of the want of a means of dis.
pensing justice in the North Wes% Terri-
tory, beyond the limits of Manitoba., At
present they had to convey criminals from
100 to 1,000 and 1,500 miles, for trial at
Winnipeg, travelling by ox-teams in sum-
mer and dog-teams in winter, at serious
cost and inconvenience to the officers of
the law. He contended there should be
a tribunal at some central point of the
territory, before which offenders could be
brought without considerable delay. The
difficuity of bringing them to justice, at
present, acted as an encouragement to
crime, and would produce a most injurious
effect upon the people and the growth of
the settlements. He asked this question
in the hope of calling the attention of the
Government to the subject, and securing
the supply of the present serious want.
He asked, ‘‘does the Government intend,
when organizing Courts of Justice in the
NorthWest Territo:y,to appoint a resident
Judge in that Territory, with the powers,
authority and privileges conferred upon
any of the Judges ot & Court of Queén’s
Bench in the Dominion ?”

. Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the Govern-
ment did not intend at present to provide
for Judges in the Territories. The organi.
zation of the Courts in Maniwoba would
give four Judges for the judicial work of
the North West. This large etatf was deem-

Business,

‘ed quite sufficient for Manitoba and the

Terntories at present. ‘Lhe organization
of tribunals for that region, beyond Mari-
toha, might be a matter for future con-
sideration. He did not at present know
where a Territorial Judge should be
located.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD again urged the cena
sideration of this matter by the Govern-
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ment, and offered suggestions with a vie w
to the reform in question.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL pointed out the
fact that the officers of Mounted Police,
to be employed through the Territory
would possess magisterial  powers,
enabling them to arrest and try
summarily for all offences short of capital,
Thus woulid the cost and trouble of carry-
ing oftenders long distances, to Winnipeg
be obviated. He did not know if any
better provision could be made for the
object in view till the population of the

“Territo1y became more dense.

The matter then dropperl.

‘The Speaker of Prince Edward Island,
Hon. vr. HAVILAND moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. M 'NTGME-Y, ¢ CThat an
humble address be presented to His Ex-
cellenoy the Governor Geuneral, praying
that His Excellency will be pleased to cause
to be laid betore this House a Cupy of all
despatches from the Administrator of the
Government of the Province of Prince Fi-
ward Tsland. to His Excellency upon the
subject of the resignation of the seat of
Stanislaus Francis F'eriy, the Speaker and
a Member of the House of Assembly of
Prince Edward 1lsland, together with all
legal opinions and decuments therewith
enclosed.

Second Reading

AFTER RECESS.
The House resumed at 8 o'clock.

SECOND READINGS.

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved that the second
reading of the Insolvent Act 1869 con.
tinuation Bill be discharged and set
down for Wednesday next—Carried.

The Ingersoll Board of Trade Incorpcra-
tion Bill, from the Commons, was read a
second timeand referred to the Committee
on Banking, Commerce and Railwaye.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. RYAN
the second reading of the Maritime Ware-
housing and Dock Company Bill from the
Commons was read a second time.

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER moved the
second reading of a bill from the Com-
mons entitled the Pilotage Act 1873
amendments bill, which, he explained,
was for an extension of time for the ap«
pointment of Commissioners.

he Houze went into Committee of
the Whole u; this Bill, Hon. Mr.
Dickey in the chnir, and after some con-
verastion-the Bill was reported unamend-
ed. The 42nd rule of the House was then
m;pended and the Bill read  a third time
-and passed, ‘

Hon. Mr. LETKLLIER moved the
second reading of a bill from the Coms.
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mons, entitled the Prince Edward Island
Temporary Provisions Continuation Bill,
which he said was for the oontinuation of
an Act passed last session to give
eftect to the conditions under which P. E,
Island was admitted into the Confedera-
tion. The motion was seconded by the
Hon. Mr, Hamilton, and agresd to.

Hon, Mr. SCOIT moved the second
reading of the bilt from the Commons
entitled the Public Works Loan Bill He
said that the Canada Public Works Loan
Act was passed in 1873, and the Imperial
Goverament had guaranteed the sam of
£2.200,000, and they were allowed £1.100,-
000, making £3 60000 with interest,
guaranteed by the Imperial Guvernment.
Authority was now ask>d to raise a loan
of £8.001,000, of waich the £3 600,000
would form a pars for building the Canida
Pacific Reilway. He moved the second
reading of the bull, seconded by the Hon.
Mcr. Letellier.

Hon. Mr. ALEX ANDER said it was most
wise for them to avail themselves of the
power under the guarantee of the Imperial
Government to raise such a large amount
of money at 4 per cent., but he rose toask
the Government and the House, as they
were to proceed to negotiate a loan of
such a large amount, whether they could
make better terms with their financial
agents in London? Of course it wasot the
greatest importance that their financiai
agents should be bankers of eminence like
Glynn & Co. er the Barings, but when it

was oonsidered that a commission
at a half per cent. would
amount on the sum to be bor-

rowed to $200,000, it was a grave question
when they were about 10 enter on a great
public work, however prosperous the coun-
try might now be, whether they could not
make any better terms with the fin ncial
agents in London under the circumstances.
They should try ani husband their re-
sources and save their money as far as pos-
gible. He would be glad to hear the
opinion of the Secretary of State, and of
the members of thls House whether it was
thought possible that more favorable terms
could be obtained for negotiating such
& large amount. '

Hon. Mr. SCOTT replied that it wasnot
proposed to raise this large sum of money
all at once, but from time to time. Of
course the Finance Minister would give at-
tention to thesubject and make the best:
terms for the Dominion he possibly
could, .

The bill was then read a second time
and referred to a Committee of the Whole
for Friday. '
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT m..ved the second read.
ing of a bill from the Commons entitled
the ¢Transports’ Exemption from Port
and Harbor dues.” He said it was a bill
of four and a half lines, and its object was
to exempt transport ships carrying troops
from the payment of port and harbor dues.
The bill extended to the whole Dominion,
and over-rides all local laws.

The bill was referred 10 a Committee of
the Whole presently, Hon. Mr. HAMIL.
TON in the chair, and was reported with.
out amendment. After the suspension of
rule 42, the bill was read a third time and
passed.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT next moved the second
reading of a bill from the Ccmmons enti.
tled «I'’he Navigable waters obstructions
removal bill.,” He taid this was a bill very
much needed in some parts of the
Dominion. Some of the rivers and har-
vors were obatructed by wrecks, &c., and
the bill gave the Minister of Marine power
to remove these obstructions under an or-
der in Council.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that it meant
more than giving the power to the Minis.
ter of Marine to remove obstructions, for
the second clause imposed very heavy
penalties on persons who did not remove
them themselves. The penalty was $40
for every day that the person liable neg-
lected to give notice to the Minister, with-
out lawful excuse. Now he wanted to
know who was to be the judge of what
would be lawful excuse ?

Hon., Mr. BCOTT replied he sup=
posed the Minister of Marine would be the
Judge.

Hon. Mr., DICKEY ssid that by the
terms of the Bill the person was bound
to give notice forthwith, and yet he
might be a thousand miles from the Min~
ister of Marine, He thought that was
not the sort of legislation that should be
adopted. If aman had a boat or scow
sunk, he was bound to remove it forthwith,
or give notice to the Minister of Marine
of the obstruction, otheiwise,he was liable
to & penalty of $40 for every day he failed
to give such notice, and it was left to the
discreition of the Minister to say what was
to be construed into a lawful excuse. He
did not think that was the so1t of legisla-
tion, they ought to adopt. It was bad
enough for .a man who had taken down a
load of stonee, and who had the misfor.
tune to have a hole knocked in the bot«
wom of his scow and have her sunk, with-
out being mulected in a penalty of $40 in
sddition for every day he nsglected to
give potice of the disaster to the Minister

[May 1, 1874 ]
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of Marine. Besides, not many such men
would know of the existence ot this Bill
ton. Mr. SCOTT said that his honorable
friend would no doubt appreciate the im«
portance of the Bill when he remembered
that very serious danger would be occa-
sioned to important vessels by sunken
wrecks in the harbors of Montreal and 7o-
ronto, or the harbors of the Lower
Provinces. The qualifying words, * with.
out lawful excuse,” did not make the
penslty imperative, and no Minister would
be disposed to mulct & wan in damages
unless it wais a case of gross neglect,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER thought that any
party giving potice by mail through the
post office would be taken as & good ex-
cuse.

Bon. Mr. MILLER was of opinion that
notice given to an officer of Customs
ought to be suflicient.

The Bill was read a second time and res
ferred 10 & Committee of the Whole tor
Friday.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved the second
reading of a Bill from the Commons, en-
titled the Steamboats Law Amendments
Bill, which he explained was intended for
the better protection of passengers travel-
ling by steamers, and for the more close
spection ot boilers, and for compelling
the carrying ot more life boats, —Carried.

‘The Fisheries Act Extension Bill, from
the Commons was read a second time on
the motion of Hon Mr, SCOTT, seconded
by the Hon. Mr. Letellier, and referred to
a Committee of the Whole for Friday.

Houn. Mr. SKEAD movel the second
reading of a Bill from the Commons, en-
titled the Bank of Ottawa Incorporation
Bill, and the motion being seconded by
the Hon, Mr. Campbell it was adopted,
and the Bill referred to the Committee on
Banking and Commerce,

Hon. Mr. MoDONALD (Toronto) moved
the second reading of the Great North
West Railway Bill, which, he explained,was
for the purpose of organizing a company
to construct a railway irom Thunder B:y
to Lake Superior and Manitoba, The
motion was seconded by Hon. Mr, Girard,
and on being carried, the Bill was referred
to the Commitee on Banking, Commerce
and Railways.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER moved the
second readiog of the Marine Electric
Telegraphs Counstitution Bill, (from the
Commons) which, he said was a Bill of some
importance to the country. There were
some monopolies acquired in laying down
some of the lines that come to our shores,
and the Bill was intended to protect us
from any further monopolies for the



252 Second Reading

future. There was a provision that all
compsnies t0 be incorporated hereatter
have to make arrangements with the par-
ties who are interested where the lines
were brought ashore. It did not,
however, interfere with existing rights.

Hon. Mr. DICKKY was afraid that the
Bill was not of the moderate and inoffen-
sive character that his hon. friend bad des-
cribed it to be, and he had some hesita~
tion in accepting the Bill as it stood. By
this Bill as he understood it, no company
could land a cable on our shores without
leave of the Governor 1n Council, and it the
company could satisfy the Government
that they could do the business,
under this Act, they would be au.
thorized to stop the existing teles
graphs. At present we are indebted
to the cable landed on the shore of Nova
Scotia for the only telegraph communica-
tion we have with the old world, and yet
this bill proposed to take the power to
stop that line, unless the Company would
give up what was called a monopoly in
another place. He contended they had
nothing to do with the monopoly iu New.
foundland. fThe Company had obtained
power to land cables there for a certain
period, and the Dominion had no right to
interfere. 1t seemed to him that by this
bill it was proposed to stop the whole téle.
graphic communication across the Atlantic
in the interest of sorme persons who would
get an orderin Council, and thus force
the New York, Newfoundland and London
Company to run a cable right to the Unit.
ed States. He had read a good many bills
but he never saw one of a more mons.
trous character as affecting private rights,
He felt, however, that it was only neces«
sary 10 oall attention to the matter to
show that the bill must be carefully ex«
amined when it came before the Coms
mittee,

After some conversation, the second
reading was agreed to, and the bill referred
to the Committee on Banking, Commerce

. and Ruilways,

The St. Lawrence Tow Boat Company’s
smendment bill (from the Commons) was
read a second time on the motion of Hon.
Mr. Chinic, seconded by Hon. Mr. Belle-
rose, the object of it being to alter the
name of the Company and change the
date of the annual'meeting.

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved, seconded by
Hon. Mr. Odel), the second reading of the
Canada Mutual Marine Insurance Company
Bill. The motion was agreed to and the
Bill referred to the Committee on Banking,
Commerce and Railways,

Hon, Mr, LEONARD moved the second
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reading of a bill from the Commons
entitled Lamb’s Waterproof Gum Manu.
facturing Bill.

A long discussion took place as to
whether this was a bill for the Looal Legis.
lature of Ontario to deal with, or whether
the incorporation sought should be given
by the Legislation of the Federal Parlias
ment. In the end the second reading
was adopted and the bill referred to the
Committee on Private Bills.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS reported from the
Committee on Banking. the Western Can-
ada Permanent Building Bill, as farther
amended, and it was read a third time and
passed,

The House adjourned at 12:20 p.m.
until 3 o’clock on Friday.

Fripay, May 15th.
The House met at three o’clock.

THIRD READINGS.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the third
reading of a bill from the Commons, to
corporate the Bank of Ottawa.—Carried.

He also moved the third reading of a
bill from the Banking Committee, reported
upon without amendment, entitled An
Act to amend an Act to incorporate the
Maritime Warehousing and Dock Comse
pany.—Carried

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER moved the
adoption of the report of the Committee
on Banking and Commerce on a bill en«
titled ¢ An Act to incorporate the Board of
Trade of Ingersoll’’ ‘The motion was
adopted, the bill read a third time and
puseed.

Hon. Mr. McDONALD (Toronto) moved
the adoption of the report of the Comw
mittee on Banking, Commerce, and Rails
ways on a bill entitled ¢ An Act to incor-
porate the Great North Western Railway,”
and the motion was seconded by Hon. Mr.
Hamilton.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that this was
a bill for the construction of a railway
from Thunder Bay to Fort Garry, a line of
eountry over which the Pacific Railway
would run. He thought it his duty to call
the attention of the Government to the
fact, becauss if they allowed a bill of this
kind to pass, it mignt lead t> xome incon-
venience. i

Hcn, Mr. SCOTT replied that this act
would not go into force until it received
the Royal assent. )

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL was glad to see
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that the Government had had that fore.
thought.

The third reading of the bill was fixed
for to-morrow.

Hon. Mr. CHINIC moved that the House
copcur in the report of the Committee on
Banking, Commerce and Railways, on a
bill to amend the Act incorporating the
St. Lawrence Tow Boat Compsny. The
motion was agreed to, and the bill read a
third time and passed.

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved the third read-
ing of the bill, as amended in Committee,
to incorporate the Maritime Insurance Co.
Carried,

Hon, Mr. SEYMOUR submitted the
second report of the Select Commitiee
on Contingent Accounts, and moved,
geconded by Hon. Mr. DUMOUCHEL, that
it be coneidered on Monday next,—Carried.

Hon. Mr. DICKSON reported with
other bills from the Private Bills Ccmmit-
tee, the bill entitlted ** An Act to incorpor.
ate the Collins Bay Rafting and Forwarding
Co., as amended."”

Un motion of Hon. Mr. Mo ASTER the
amendments were concurred in and the
-bill read a third tims,

On motion of Hon. Mr. PENNY, sec.
onded by Hon. Mr. WILSON, the amend=
ments made in Committee to the bill to
incorporate the International Transporta-
tion Association were ¢greed to and the
bill read a third time.

Eon., Mr. LEIFELLIER moved that,
when this House adjiurns, it stands ad-
journed until t>-morrow at three o'clock.
—Carried.

TIIE OATIIS DBILLS,

Hon. Mr. WARK then moved that the
entry on the journals of this House of the
23ed Oct, last, containing the message of
the Governor General, acquainting this
House of the disallowance ol the oaths
bill, be read. : C

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said though he
would not object to the motion, he did
not see that, at this advanced period of
the session, it would be of any use to dis-
cuss this matter. They were ready to give
the hon. gentleman an opportunity of
putting his views before the House and
the country. He hoped he would not
afterwards press the motion following that
just read, as the appointment of a Com-

- mittee of investigation at present could
do no good

The SPEAKER then directed the Clerk
to read the entry on the subject in the
minutes, which was done accordingly.

Hon. Mr. WARK had regretted there
was not timo to discuss this matter before
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the prorogation of the House last fall,
but he had come to the conclusion that it
was of sufficient importance to engage the
attention of both branches of the Legisla -
ture 80 soon as they should come together
again. He had seen a despaton from Ot-
tawa, in one ot the Provincial papers,
some months before Parliament was
opened, stating it had been ascertained
that the law officers of the Crown differed
from their predecessors who had given
their opinion 88 to the character of the
Oaths’ Kill, and he concluded that if that
w.is the case it would be far more neces.
sarv thin ever to re-enactthe law and send
it home again for the Hoyal Assent, to as
to have this question settled. He had,
however, read with some little surprise &
question put in the British House of Com«
mons, the other day, by Mr. Jenkins, to
the Under-Yecretary of State for the
Colonies, on the subject. Be it remem-
bered a second opinion had been obtained
from the law officers on this bill, and Mr.
Jenking-enquired whether there was any
divergence between it and the preceding.
Lord Lowther replied it was not in
accordance with prezedent to give any
information respectng the opinions
of the law officers, but that it wasan erropr
to suppoee, in the present case, there had
been a divergence of opinion, and that
Her Majesty’s Government had every
reason to believe that the advice received
was entirely correct, Though at first he
was a little surprised at this, on enquiry he
found that beth statements were correct.
It had been azcertained that the law
officers who first gave the opinion that the
Oaths’ Bill was ultra vires of our Legisla-
ture, had since been promoted to the
Bench, being succeeded by two other emi-~
nent lawyers, whose opinion was entirely
different from that of their predeoessors,
But these gentlemen continued in office
but & short period, resigning with their
colleagues of the Gladstone Ministry. The
Disraeli Ministry then came into pow.r
with new law officers, and these ware the
gentlemen who confirmed the opinion fur~
nished by the law officers under whom the
Bill was disallowed. .

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Wil] the hon. gens
tleman have the kindness to state his au-
thority with regard to the opinion of the
law officers who immediately suoceeded
those who gave the opinion for disallow.
ance.

Hon. Mr. WARK said he was not at
liberty, but believed the report was sub-
stantially correet. (Hear, hear and laugha
ter). He had it irom authority he theught
perfectly relisble, that 8ir Henry
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James and Bir Vernon Harcourt
beld a diffsrent opinion frum both their
predecessors and successors on this sub-
ject, So if this bill, instead of going
home in May last, had gone in November,
the opinion of these law officers would
have been that the Dominion Bill should
go into operation On the other hand
the present officers, had they come into
office eix months afterwards, would have
pronounced it ulira rires and advised its
disallowance, If this was not divergence
of leg.l opinion in the highest quarters, he
did not know what was, These circum-
stances ought to lead hon. gentlemen to
consider whether the time had not come
tu endeavour to ascertiin or unders.and
themseives, what their constitution was
and meant, without referring all these
legal questions to the decision of the law
officers on the other side of the Atlantic.
(Hear, hear,) When they entered into
Confederation the Provinces had no diffi-
culty in «deciding as to what were their
constitutional rights, which he did not
think had suffered any materiul chinge,
" The section oi the Union Act, formed of
the resolutions of some of the ablest law.
yers and business men of the Province-,
well acquainted with all their constitution-
al rights, under which the whole difficulty

had arisen, was the  18th. I
was suppesed to fetter or control
the Legmslation of tais Parliament.

But it did not appesrto Lim, nor, in his
opinion, to the xuthors of the bill, to have
apny bearing on the questioh of legislation.
When the {ramers of the act determined
that the Parliament of this country should
consisy of the Queen, Senate and Comw
monr, the first question that appeared to
have sug.ested itself wis—what were to
be the privileges of the Senate and House
of Commons? Now, forty years ago such
a question would have been thought irie-
levant and unnecessary, because trom the
earliest period of the establishment of
colonial legislation every one who thought
on this tubject came promptly to the con-
clusion that, no matter how limited the
territory or the population controlled, the
legislature possessed all the privileges and
rigats of the British House of Commons.
Ail, including the West India colonies, as~
sumed afd actsd upon this 