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MINUTES ' OF THE TWELFTH SESSION
or 4 j

% $pit of tjiE Mè f risln|teniflF Cljnrdi in f-aiwk
Ice., &c., &c.I

■

I. SEDERUNT.
Y'1 Hamilton, Wednesday, )

■ 2nd April, 1851 —12 o’clock, j 
The Synod of tha United Presbyterian Church in 

* C inada, called specially, met thi, day, and in the 
absence of the moderator the Rev. Mr. Ritchie, the 
Rjv. Mr. Caw:, the former moderator, took the chair 
and constituted the Synod.

The Roll

.

called and names marked.
Sederunt,—Rav’d. Messrs. George Murray, Jas. Sedehi»t 

Skinner, Jonn A. -Proudfoot, Thomas Christie,
James Roÿ, Roberf Torrance, David Caw, John 
Porteous, Alexander Drummond, Wdliam Christie,
Robert H. Thornton, William Fraser, John Jennings,
/ames Dick, David Coutts and James Pringle, toge­
ther with Robert Christie, Esq., from the congrega­

tion of Si. George, Andrew McKniglit from Beverly, 
and Patrick lhornlon from the congregation of Ha­
milton, ruling Elders.

A requisition from the Presbytery of Toronto, R«qui,iii„ fr„, 
addressed to the Rev. Alexander Ritchie, moderator Toron"’ Pre,b7tc‘7 
of Synod, was submitted, on the ground of which this 
special meeting was called.

The following is a copy nl the said requisition :
“ Richmond Hill, 1st Feb., 1851.

was

My Dear Sir:
, .. . “ To y°u a< moderator of Synod, I send the
ollowing extract from the minutes of the Presbytery 

ot Toronto, a motion agreed to at our meeting of the 
28th ultimo : : r i v ■ : » h

‘Itwas moved by Mr. Lawrence, seconded by 
Mr. Dick, and unanimously agreed to, that—

\

h.
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Missi 
by loi 
perao 
office

1. The Presbytery of Toronto, taking into consi 
deration the severe loss which the Church has 
tained by the death of the Rev. William Proudfoot 
Professor of Theology, hereby record their high re 
gard for his character and appreciation of his services

2. In consequence of this bereavement an urgent 
'x necessity now exists that immediate steps be taken

to procure the services of some one competent to 
discharge the duties of Professor of Theology.

3. That in order to this, the moderator of Synod 
be requested to call a Pro re mta meeting of Synod, 
to be held in Hamillonkon the first Wednesday of 
April, 1851, at 12 o’clock noon, and with the follow­
ing object in view, viz.

To memorializb the United Presbyterian Synod 
in Scotland, (through their Committee on Foreign 
Missions,) to procure, if possible, the ser/ices of one 
possessing such qualifications as are required for the 
discharge of the duties of-a Professor of Theology.

James Dick,
Presbytery Clerk.

sus

large

disse
Minu

(Signed) Davii

i Mum 
Mr, J

To the Rev. Mr. Ritchie, )
Modeiator of Synod. $

Synod having heard the above requisition read, 
unanimously approved of the conduct of the Modera­
tor in calling this meeting.

It was moved by the Rev. Mr. Proudfoot, se­
conded by Mr. Murray, that the consideration of the 
whole matter bo postponed till the next regular meet­
ing of Synod.

It was moved in amendment, by the Rev. Mr. 
Jennings, seconded by Mr. Coutts, that the subject 
presented by the, Toronto Presbytery, in requesting 
this pro re nata Meeting of Synod be entertained for 
discussion.

The question being put, the amendment was 
carried by a large majority.

tkmtoapp?yto'uv?11s th?(1 moved by the Rev. Mr. Thornton, 
Presbyterian Synod seconded by the Rov. Thomas Christie, that looking 

at all the aspects of the case, the Synod conceive that 
the great interests of the Church will be cotrated 
most effectually by securing the labors, jsProfesser 
of Tueology, of an influential person from the Mp her

Moderator's conduct 
approved. austai

journMr. Proudfoot moved 
to postpone.

Rev. 
that t 
port cMr Jennings, to 

proceed

to the 
Synoc 
resol v

3
before 
our fu 
Scotk
year.

4
comm
Missic

I
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139nada.
Church ; and do therefore, resolve to apply forthwith 
to the Synod In Scotland, through the Committee of 
Missions, to aifl in this matter

confi­
as sus- 
ùdfoot, 
igh re- 
rvices. 
urgent 

i taken 
;ent to

, . . . , promptly as possible,
by looking out.and recommending to our choice a 
person or persons ,in their view qualified to fill the 
office of Professor.

The motion being put, was carried by a very Moiion carried 
large majority.

The Rev. Mr. Proudfoot craved that that his 
dissent from the above resolution be marked in the 
Minutes.

as

Synod 
Synod, 
day of 
follovv-

Adjourned to meet at 4^ o’clock. 
Closed with prayer.

Synod 
i'orelgn 
of one 

for the 
!ogy.

II. SEDERUNT.

Same Day and Place,
4J o’clock, p. m. ^

The Synod met and was constituted by the Rev. 
David Caw, Moderator, pro. tern. •

Sederunt the

?

r
'lerk. same as above, excepting Messrs. 

I he Minutes of last Sederunt were read and

Risumed the business interrupted bv the ad­
journment. t . -

a read, 
[odera- sustained.

ot, se- 
i of the 
• meet-

It was moved by Mr. Thornton, seconded by Theoioiicii Prate™1 
Rev. Phomas Christie, that dt be further resolved, Resol,,,i”n’ 
that this Scnod undertake ultimately, the entire sup­
port of the Professor. vv. Mr. 

subject 
uesting 
ned for

, 2d- Th»t .inasmuch as his duties will be confined
to the Theological department, it is the wish of this 
Synod that he undertake a pastoral charge, and it is 
resolved that £250 of salary shall be given to him.
, c *Lhat inasmuch as some time must elapse 
before such pastoral relation can be formed, and as 
our funds are a> present exhausted, the Synod in 
Scotland be requested to aid in his support for one

4. That the Clerk of Synod be instructed to 
communicate these resolutions to the Secretary of the 
Mission CommUtee, as soon as*pos<ible.

't
at was

arnton, 
ookiug 
ve that 
ma'ted 
tfe ssor 

her

r,



'rN

140 Minutes of the United Presbyte Synod in Canada.

5. As the Rev. Mr. Torrance is about to visit 
Scotland, resolved further, to request him to under­
take this business, and by intercourse with the 
Mission’s Committee, at the Synod and otherwise, to 
do every thing in his power to further the object ’ of 
this Synod.

6. That in order to be in time for the meeting
of Synod in Scotland^, it will be necessary that Mr. 
Torrance go by Steamer, and as additional expense 
will thus be incurred, this Synod agrees to pay this 
addition. 3

It was moved inMr Jennings' amend 
ment. amendment by Mr. Jennings, 

seconded by Mr. Dick, that this Synod engage to give 
to such Professor as may be appointed, the stipend of 
£250, it being understood that he shall have no pas­
toral charge, but superintend the studies of the stu­
dents as far as possible during their literary7 course as 
well as theological, and when time permits, that he 
visit the congregations, and advocate the claims of 
the Theological Institute, and also further the general 
schemes of the Church.

The question being put, the motion of Mr. Thorn­
ton was carried.

■

Original motion car- 
rted.

Mr. Jennings dissented. 
Closed with Prayer.

DAVID CAW,
Moderator.

!•
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Alex. Waddell,------------------------------ A Speirs, son’r., !
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I. SEDERUNT.

Hamilton, Wednesday,
Ttli June, 1851—7 o’clock 

The Synod of the United Presbyterian Clmreh 
ma»a "'et, and after Sermon by the Rev. Alex.

itor, from 2 I im. ii, 3, was constituted, 
was called and marked. (See Table

!P. M.

The Roll 
cl attendance.)

Presbytery of Flamboro’ reported, “ That Pre.hyie.» itrpnn». 
n" !r 6.October last, they inducted the Rev John ''lambwo j*,csi,ycy 
7,, 5 lnt,1l Pastoral Charge of the Congregation of 
Klora and Nichol ; that they had ordained Mr. Robert 

odgers, to the charge of tire Congregation ofBland- 
tord, on the 4th of December last ; and that on the 
24th of September last, Dr. Perrier, t< gether «ill, his 
Congregation in Caledonia, were admitted into con- 
nexion wnh tins Church. Also, that Mr. Henderson, 
ol St. Catherines, had demined the chaige of that 
Congregation.” |

The Presbytery of Toronto reported. “ that they 
had, at then: meeting on the 17th of September last, 
received into the communion of the Church and placed 
upot the list of probationers, Mr. Thomas Dickson,
Preacher of the Gospel, formerly in connexion with 
the Presbyterian Church of Canada ; Also, at the 
same meeting, they (received and placed on the list of 
probationers the Rev. Alexander Kennedy, formerly 
Missionary of the Uj»ited: Presbyterian Church in Scoi- 
land,tn thei Isiand of Trinidad; Also, that they had. 
on the 17th of September, loosed the Rev. John Duff 
from the Pastoral.J’barge of the United Presbyterian 
Congregations of Albion and Vaughan ; Also, that they

Torouiu PrtblivifiT.

V-'

E.

o s
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had, on the 3rd of D

(>n.Va Earn Pmb'y. The Presbytery of Canada E 
,hc> had inducted the Rev.

(he 2 J st of May last.”

seeSEss
sshsssès
hex- Andrew Ferlier oT th/p'he

act reported, « that 
Walter Sectl at Laehuteon

I 1 rdi n Tmh) (t ry.

Tif btvf« ry of 
I laii boi o'.

Read the Minutes of th last ordinary Meetingof Synod.

■°». u «sr.h’iT'ïfw itMr-o,mk-2.;p0”7r:^br,râf5Er
Moderator Wlll,amTayI°r’D-I)-JJr Taylor appointed 

Modeiaior.
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cted the Rev. 
barge of the 
rlirgton, and 
cd to the roll

Messrs. Henderson and Rodgers were appointed DeratioMienreifet. 
to conduct the Devotional Exetcises of the Synod 
to-morrow forenoon.

Appointed Messrs. McLellan, Caw, Kennedy committee of Bin» 
ported, “ that and Aitkin, Ministers, and Messrs. Colvin, Dodds and ‘"UOTerlures 
tt at Lachute Starke, Elders, a Committee of Bills and Overtures,— 

to report at the first Sederunt to-morrow. Mr. Caw,
“that it had Convener, 

a the 16th of 
n. Proudfoot,
That on the 

elation of the 
negations of 
of May last, 
ihe Office of 
harge of the 
that on the 

i. Proudfoot 
ofLondon.” 
tdfoot being 
-ondon, and 
cm the Roll 
ames were Lanark, 
imes of the 
iv. Messrs, 
alter Scott 
Is of their 
dded to the

Appointed Messrs. Skinner, Roy, Thornton and Committee on 
Henderson, a Committee to examine the accounts 0fAccoun,s- ' 
the Treasurers. Mr. Skinner, Convener.

Appointed the following Committees to examine committeeenn 
the Minutes of Presbyteries, viz. :— Prutytery Minute»

Messrs. Barrie and Drummond, to examine the 
Minutes of the Presbytery of London.

Messrs. Kennedy and Coutts, the Minutes of the 
Presbytery of Flamboro’.

Messrs. Aitkin and Drummond, the Minutes of 
the Presbytery of Toronto.

Messrs. Pringle and Lawrence, the Minutes of 
the Presbytery of Canada East ; and

Mr. Jennings, the Minutes of the Presbytery of

The Clerk having stated that he had made Printing Minute», 

arrangements for Printing the Minutes during the 
Sitting of Synod, he was instructed to older the Print­
ing of 500 copies, and furnish 50 proofs as soon as they 
may be thrown off, for the use of members.

Adjourned, to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow
ry Meeting

dr. Ormis- 
coming to 

te Minutes 
it to make 
Jnity, and

)w chosen

morning.
Closed with Prayer.

II. SEDERUNT.

Hamilton, Thursday,
5th June, 1851, 9 o’clock, a. m.

The Synod met and was constituted by Dr. 
Taylor, Moderator.

The Roll was called and the Minutes of last 
Sederunt were read and sustained.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev’d. Messrs. Rodgers and Henderson.

s
ed by Mr. 
the Rev. 

1, and that

2
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The committee of Bills and Overtures 
ollowmg report, respecting the papers put into 
hands for examination, as follows
1. The business on (he Minutes.
2. Petition of Archibald McArthur
3. Overture respecting the Clergy Reserves.

the Sabhat;hrtUre respectlng l,le Prol,er observance of

,,,c fo“,i“ °r"“p™-

G. Application for pecuniary assistance from the 
congregation of New Glasgow. And the Committee
above'order * '16 business be taken UP in the

The Report was adopted.
n itMrnICk 5ePortei1 from the Committee 
Draft of Deed for Congregational property.

1 he Report was received, and Presbytery Clerks 
jre requesfed to apply ,0 Mr. Dick, to obtain copies 
of sum Draft of Deed, in order that the intentions of 
oynou may he carried out.

Mr. Dick reported from the Committee on Syno­
dical Letter to Congregations. The report was 
leceived and the committee discharged.

Mr. Thornton reported that for certain reasons 
ic had not prepared the letters to the Missionaries 

o! our Church in Jamaica, and to the Synod of the 
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia. Mr. Thornton’s 
icasons were sustained.

Report of Committee 
of tiiiJe dc Overtures. submitted

Adopted.

on the
Report of Committee 
on Deed.

Report on Letter to 
f ongregations.

I.etlers to Jamaica 
and Nova S :otia.

Committee re-ap- 
pointed.

they were instructed, as soon as possible, to prepare 
and despatch the letters referred to in the Minutes. 

, (page 130) and to report copies of said letters at 
meeting of Synod.

Mr. Dick reported from the Committee on the 
Literary Course to be pursued by Students, previous 
to their entering on the Study of Theology, as welt as 
respecting them Literary studies during their'Ihcolo- 
gical course.

On motion of Mr. Ormiston, seconded by Mr. 
Henderson it was resolved, that the report of the 
Committee be received, and that copies thereof be 

printed, and sent to the several Presbyteries for

next
llrporl ot> Literary 
Course.

Thanks to Com­
mittee.

I1
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3 submitted 
irs put into

review ; and also, that the thanks of the Synod be 
given to the committee for their diligence.

Mr. Thornton reported verbally frorb the Com­
mittee for the distribution of Preachers. The Report 
was received and the diligence of the Committee 
approved.

Cnmmiriee of 
Distribution.

iserves. 
tervance of Re-appointed Messrs. Thornton and Waddell, 

together with the addition of Mr. Kennedy of Dar­
lington, to be the committee for the distribution of 
Preachers. /

The Rev. Messrs. McCurdy, Hogg and Andrew 
Kennedy being''present, were invited to take their 
seats as members of Synod.

The minutes of \\\e pro renata meeting, held on PnTena,a Meeting, 
the 2nd day of April last, were now read, and on 
motion sustained.

>f the Pres­

te from the 
Committee 
up in the

:e on the
Read the Petition of Archibald McArthur of the Petition of 

congregation of Blenheim.
Read also extracts from the minutes of the 

Session of Blenheim, ana from the minutes of the 
Presbytery of London, transmitting said petition.

On motion of Mr. Dick, seconded by Mr. Law- Committee appointed 
rence,it was resolved, that this case be referred to a 
committee, to examine and prepare it for the consi­
deration of Synod ; said committee to report at the 
first Sederunt to-morrow morning.

Read an Overture from the Presbytery of Toronto Ommreon clergy . 
respecting the Clergy Reserves, of the followingReecm*' 
tenor, viz :

Inter Alia,
It was moved by the Rev’d. Mr. Lawrence, 

seconded by the Rev. Mr. Ormiston, That the Pres­
bytery ot Toronto regarding the division of the 
proceeds of the Clergy Reserve Lands amongst several 
denominations, as exceedingly injurious, both to the 
interests of religion and to the welfare ofthe Province : 
and considering the benefits that would result from 
their appropriation to Provincial Education, agreed 
to overture the Synod, at their first meeting, to take 
this matter into their serious consideration, and give 
a deliverance accordingly. The Presbytery unani­
mously and cordially adopted the above, and hereby 
overture the Synod accordingly.

(Signed)

sty Clerks 
ain copies 
tntions of

A. McArthur.

on Syno- 
tport was

a reasons 
ssionaries 
id of (lie 
hornton’s
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Minutes, 
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I

150 Minutes of the United Presbyt’n Synod in Canada. Minute

JVIr. Drummond informed the Synod that a 
Deputation from the Congregational Union of Canada 
West, were in town, and wished to be informed at 
what time it would be convenient for the Synod to 
receive the said Deputation. It was agreed to invite 
the attendance of the Deputation at 6$ o’clock this 
evening.

Deputation from Con­
gregational Union. Th'

bers het
It

and Skii 
to the I

Cl.

Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock. 
Closed with prayer.

III. SEDERUNT;
Same Day and Place,

2 o’clock, p. m.
The Synod met and \yas constituted by Dr. 

Taylor, Moderator.
Tlie Roll was called and the Minutes of last 

Sederunt were read and sustained.
Resumed the business interrupted bv the ad­

journment.
It was moved by Mr. Thornton, seconded by 

Mr. Dick, that a Committee be appointed to draft 
set of Resolutions in terms of the Overture, and ex­
pressive of the mind of Synod upon the whole subject : 
said Committee to report at an early period.

The motion was adopted, and Dr. Ferrier, 
Messrs. Lawrence, Jennings and Alexander Kennedy, 
were appointed a Committee in terms of the motion.

Took up the Overture respecting the proper ob­
servance of the Sabbath, of the following tenor :

Inter Alia,
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Toronto, June 3, 1851. 
“It was moved and seconded, that the Presfytery 

overture the Synod at its first meeting on the 4th 
June, to take into their serious consideration the 
question respecting the proper observance of the 
Sabbath, and give a deliverance, (with a special refer­
ence to the duty of members of the Church under 
their inspection,) as to this matter.

The Presbytery agreed to adopt the above, and 
overture the Synod accordingly.

Extracted from the Minutes of Presbytery.

' r?i i (Si*ned) Jamer Dick>
Presby. Clerk.

Overture on the 
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The Roll was called and the sentiments of mem­
bers heard to the end.

It was agreed, otf motion, that Messrs. Jennings 
and Skinner, together with the Moderator, shall reply 
to the Deputation from the Congregational Union.

Closed with Prayer.

Canada.

Opinions heard.
1 that a 
f Canada 
"ormed at 
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IV. SEDERUNT.

Same Day and Place,
G.} o’clock, p. M.

The Synod met and was constituted by Dr.
M. \

Taylor.by Dr.

s of last!

the ad-

The committee of Bills and Overtures further 
reported a leUer from the general Secretary and the 
honorary Secretary of the French Canadian Mission­
ary Society, to he submitted to the Synod.

Resumed the business on the Sabbath question,
interrupted by the adjournment.

It was moved by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Jennings'monon
Mr Dick, that a Conhmiitee be appointed to draft 
Synodical Memorials, to he sent m the bouses of 
the Legislature and to the Executive Government, 
in regard to Sabbath observance, and to report dralt 
of said memorials (or the decision of Synod, during 
first Sederunt to-morrow. __ „ ,

It was moved, in amendment, by the Rev. Mr. HnFr—°'> 
Proudfoot, seconded by Mr. Barrie, that the members 
of this Court do in their individual capacity, and as 
Ministers of Religion arid members ot civil society, use 
their Utmost endeavors to impress on the minds o 
thèir people and on all over whom they have influ­
ence, the importance of petitioninu the Government, 
to close all public offices of firmness, on the Lord, s 

Day.

nded by 
i draft a 
and ex­
subject ;
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ennedy, 
motion. 
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The amer dment of Mr. Proudfoot being put, was Morion carried, 
lost. The original motion was then car ried by a large

"^Messrs. Proudtool, Barrie, McLellau, Roy-Thos. Dissem. 
Ch.istie, awl Aitkin, Ministers and Mr-Dods, Elder, 
craved that their dissent from th.s decision be marked 
in the Minutes. ‘Reasons to be given in alterwards.

ve, and

lerk. 2*
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It xvas further moved hy Mr. Jennings, secome
b, Mr. Dink, tint .« “’.miS ,n thb

without delay’‘°fnAh ' rvan e in the spirit of the 
subject of Sabbath °^va"p ’ , thJ all Mims-
Synoil’s Memorials, to Parivame , J of their

l
all their legitimate 'nfluen„ „ 0f the Legislature,

^w  ̂ °f ihe

Moderator. McLellan and Barrie,

- On motion of
Thornton, it was «^'^’.he n^nbera of this Synod
diversity of opinion am g ! . for promoting the
as to the means to be employ ^ re.

SSSfgSB»*^
Adorned to »«« «' » »’**

Closed with prayer.
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nton, 
ted a

V. SEDERUNT.
Hamilton, Friday,

6th June, 1851—9 o’clock a. m.

The Synod met and waa constituted by Dr.
Taylor, Moderator.

The Minutes were read and sustained.
Messrs. Skinner, Christie and Barrie were ap-Deaih er profcaeor 

pointed a Committee to draw up a minute, expressive Pr0Udf00'- 
of the mind of this Synod on the bereavement which 
they have suffered by the death of the Rev. William 
Proudtoot.

The Committee on the petition of Archibald Report on petition oi 
McArthur reported, and recommended that the Synod Al McArIllur 
remit this case to the Presbytery of London, wnh 
instructions that they proceed to investigate and 
decide the matter without delay, according to the 
laws of the Church.

On motion, the Report was received, rnd the Recommendalio, 
recommendation to remit to the Presbytery of London adopted, 
was adopted.

The Rev. Mr. Robinson, Deputy from the Congre- Deputation from Con- 
gational Union of Canada West, was introduced, and e^a'io-ai Union, 

conveyed to the Synod in a brief address the assur­
ance of the fraternal regards of that body, and express­
ed the hope that the intercourse thus commenced may 
be continued.

Mr. Jennings and the Moderator addressed the 
Deputy at length.

On motion, Dr.Taylor, and Messrs. Jenningsand Reply.
Thorpton were appointed a Deputation from this 
Synod, to wait upon the Congregational Union, which 
meets at Toronto next week, in order to convey to 
that Body our Christian and brotherly regards.

The Synod then engaged in praise, by singing 
the cxxxiii. Psalm.

Mr. Robinson was then invited to correspond and 
take his seat in Synod.

Mr. Aitkin reported from the Committee appoint- Toronto Preibyury. 
ed to examine the Minutes of the Presbytery of 
Toronto, that the Minutes of said Presbytery were 
kept in a correct and orderly manner.

Mr. Jennings reported that he had examined the 
Minutes of the Presbytery of Lanark, since its for-
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evening, 
Church I 
Thorntoi

mation, and found business regularly conducted, and 
duly recorded.

Mr. Coutts reported from the Committee to ex­
amine the Minutes of the Presbytery of Flamboro’ 
that they found the Minutes of said Presbytery kept ir, 
a correct and orderly manner.

Took up an Ovciture from the Presbytery of To­
ronto, of the following tenor, viz :

Presbytery of Flam-
Rea

of Flam)
'

1 Tht

tuted.

J IntToronto, 3rd June, 1851.
ReInter Alia,

Took up and read Memorials from the following 
Sessions, viz : Whitby, Port Hope, Clarke, Newton, 
Emily, and Darlington, praying to lie disjoined from 
the United Presbytery ol Toronto, and formed into a 
separate Presbytery, with their Congregations and 
Station^, under the name of the Durham Presbytery. 
The Presbytery concurred In the prtu er of the Me­
morials of the said Sessions, and agreed, to oveiture 
the Synod accordingly.

Extracted from the Minutes of Presbytery.
(Signed) James Dick,

Presbytery Clerk.
The Synod adopted the Overture, and ordered 

in terms thereof, that the Ministers and Congrega­
tions therein enumerated, shad lie formed into a 
separate Presbytery, un 1er the name and title of the 
Presbytery of Durham ; Mr. Thornton to he Moderator, 
and that the first meeting he held at Newton,on Tues­
day, after the first Sabbath of July, at 11 o’clock A.M.

Read a letter from the Secretaries of the French

Guelph, 
Synod, 
tery. ' 
lion.

Overture.I

Es

Or
Guelph 
these C 
under t 
tery. 
to hold 
the last 
Presby 
tion of 
by thei

Preshvfery nl Dur­
ham formed.!

The
the det 
port w 
broughLetter from French

sotaèiy8"v,ssllinliy Canadian Missionary Society, conveying to Synod 
the thanks of the Committee ol that Society for the 
interest hitherto taken its its prosperity, and soliciting 
a renewal of the recommendations formerly made by 
this Synod.

The Synod cordially agreed to renew, and here­
by do renew the recommendation, that an annual 
collection be made in all our Congregations in aid of 
the French Canadian Missionary Society.

Appointed next meeting of Synod, to be held in 
Toronto, on Wednesday, after the 2nd Sabbath of 
June, 1852, at 7 o’clock, P. M.

The Committee of Missions were appointed to 
Report at next meeting of Synod, on the Thursday

A
C

Recommendation.

a lor, IV

eustai

draft

Next Meeting of 
Synod.

Mission business-
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nada.

of the Missions of the 
Messrs.

evening, and that the business
ThornfoÏÎndDickto deliver addresses on Missions.

Read and received a paper from the Presbytery 

of Flamboro’, of the following tenor :
Flamboro’, 22nd January, 1851.

The Flamboro’ Presbytery met, and was tonsti-

id, and

to cx- 
mboro’ 
kept ir,

of To­
taled.

Read f Petition from the Congregations of p« .epm,.

Guelph, Eramosa and Elora, to be transmuted to the 
Synod, praying to be formed into a separate Presby 
tery.- The Presbytery agreed to transmit the Peti-

851.

Ilowing 
evvion, 
il from 
into a 

ns and 
bytery. 
ie Me­
rci tore

lion Extracted from the Minutes of Presbytery.
James Roy,

Presbytery Clerk.
On motion it was agreed, that the Congregations Prestyfoymed> 

Guelph, Eramosa and Elora, with the M.ms.ers of 
these Congregations, be formed into a new Pres y ery, 
under the name and title of the Wellington Presby­
tery. Mr. Barrie, first Moderator. The Presbytery 
to hold its first Meeting at Elora, on Tuesday, after 
the last Sabbath of August, at 12 o clock, noon, said 
Presbytery to have power to receive the Congrega­
tion of Esquesing upon proper application being made

byThrCommittee appointed to draw up a Minute on Report r—ied. 

the death of Professor Proudfoot reported. 1 he Ke- 
port was re-committed to the same Committee, to be 
brought up again at the afternoon Sederunt.

Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock.
Closed with prayer.

(Signed)
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.!Hamilton, 6th June, 1851.
Friday, 2 o’clock, p. m
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will on no,ina- verv ® ml , P, an)' P°rt,0n’ and llllls Kesolulion».'

very same parties that now are dissatisfied
would contmue the agitation, in case such new divi­
sion scheme were adopted; and thus the Province 
would still be tossed and distracted by denomina- 
tional antagonisms, arising from this question.

5. Maintaining the equal civil and religious
this S t,h!,ent? -00PuIation> ü is the decision of 

Sy noL, that the only wise and equitable settle- 
men of tins question, is to he attained by nppropriat- 
mg the whole of the Reserves to the supporté 1 
Provincial system of common school education, in 
which all Districts and families, would have 
interest and privilege.

r 6- ,Tlle S>'nni1 by no means conceive, that the 
proposal, or decision in the Resolutions of the last 
Session of Parliament, granting the continuance of 
the endowments to present Incumbents for their na- 
tura. lives, ,s equitable, or that such Incumbents 
are entitled justly to such an extended act of gene
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7. That these being the views of this Synod, and 
-hey are aware, the views of the great majority of the 
prominent religious denominations in the country, they 
consider that justice, the peace of the community, 
and the connexion of this Province with the Mother 
Country, demand, that the voice of the people he 
given on this subject, in such an unequivocal manner 
that it cannot he mistaken, and that the final adjust­
ment of this long agitated and most vexatious question 
"de 111 the manner stated, with the least possible

On motion of Mr. Thornton, seconded by Mr. r„h, 
Henderson ; it was resolved that this paner be nub- 
hshed in a circular, and extensively distributed among 
he people, and published in all the leading papers of 

the day ; and further, that copies be enclosed and
'atiire° eVe,T Me"lber °f thc Govemment and Legis-

, 0f a more |draft ofM?mS m,P Sabbath ^uncdVcafionr rè- 
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Rev. Andrew Kennedy.Read a Memorial from 
Heard Mr. Kennedy in explanation. 

Adjourned to meet at 6i o clock. 
Closed with prayer.

Mr. Andrew Kenne­
dy's Memorial.

VII. SEDERUNT.

Hamilton, 6th June, 1851. )
6i o’clock, p.m. )

Synod met and was constituted by Dr. Tay-
The

l0r’ ^Minutes of the last Sederunt were read

andTooknupd'the business interrupted by the adjou

On motion of Mr. Murray, seconded by Mr.
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fed by’the several Congregations receiving aid, and
the amount of a.d received.
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Mr. Kennedy’s case 
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res

the
Report of Missions 
committee.

Approved.
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Closed with prayer.
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of the Mission Fund for the support of such Cate­

chists to an extent not exceeding £30 yearly.
It was moved in amendment by Mr. Jennings, 

seconded l.y Mr- Henderson, that the Synod hereby 
authorize Presbyteries to employ Catechists within 
their bounds if thev shall consider such agency to be 
necessary ; and that the Grant from the Synod Fund 
shall be one half of the sum contributed by such 
Presbytery, and paid to each Catechist, if the Pres­
bytery shall make application for that amount.

The Amendment being first put was lost, 
motion was carried by a large majorit).

Adjourned to meet at 9 o clock to- 
Closed with prayer.

Synrer
the
chaiAmsHi imeiiL
ed
Con 
ecch 
espe 
of ih 
quire 
and f 
all th 
Theo 
and f 
his vi 

, his W‘ 
and e, 
care a 
for tin 
the Cl 
and he 
was sc

The
>!oH«e earned.

morrow.

IX. SEDERUNT.

IHamilton, Tuesday, *
10th June, 1851—9 o’clock, )

The Synod met and was constituted by Dr. I tj,e

, good a
1 Theolo 
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"r^^' M*rMBiur^° mported from the Committee ap­

pointed at the fifth Sederunt, to draft a minute ex­
pressive of the mind ol this Synod m regard to e 
bereavement which the Church has sustained by 
death of the Rev. William Proudloot, Professor of 
Theology. The report is as follows:

Resolved,—That as the Presbytery of London 
have reported to Synod the recent demise of the 
Rev. William Proudfoot, Professor of Theology to 
(he United Presbyterian Church in Canada, this 
Synod take the opportunity of expressing Heir ueep 
,ense of the loss which this Church in particular, and ton jt (y 
the interests of Civil and Religious liberty in general, j.
have sustained by this event. He was one ol he Church
three first Missionaries sent out to Canada in « 1 to the Pi
Fall of 1832, by the United Secession Church in bcol- ■ written 
land. As a Missionary laborer he was most indelati- * through 
gable and efficient, subjecting himself 10 ,a 6iea‘|‘hat they 
amount of travelling in preaching the Gospel to «the Gosp 
destitute. aHe was Clerk to the Missionary Presby-Jacter, „ 
teryin the Canadas, subsequently to the Missionary jer3 of lhe
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Pr2. That the Presbytery to whom they apply 
shall at first receive the applicants on trial for at 
least, the term of six months until it has been 
taineil whether their ministrations are acceptable or 
not to the congregations among whom they are ap­
pointed to labor.

3. That during the period of trial the sum of £1 
10s. be allowed each probationer or minister as sti­
pend lor each Sabbath on which he ministers in any 
congregation or station under the inspection of the 
Presbytery.

On motion, the Committee of Missions of last 
year, composed of Messrs. T. Christie, Porteous,
Roy and Drummond, Ministers, and Messrs P. Thorn­
ton, Chisholm and Sandilands, Elders, was re-appoin­
ted. Mr. T. Christie, Convener.

Mr. Skinner moved, seconded by Mr. Thornton, 
was accordingly Resolved,

1. That it shall he a law of this Church that 
under die direction ol their respective Presbyteries, 
ministers whose congregations receive aid (rom the 
Synod’s Funds, shall perform Missionary labor in the 
various vacancies and stations in their Presbyteries 
in some proportion to the amount received fiom the 
Funds, at the discretion and on the call of the several 
Presbyteries, and that they report the amount of such 
Missionary labor to their Presbyteries in detail, ami 
that the Presbyteries report the same to the Synod at 
their Annual Meeting.

2. That probationers under the inspection of 
this Synod be, so far as practicable, appointed by 
Presbyteries to officiate in the same locality not less 
than two Sabbaths :—That during the intervening 
week they shall he expected to visit ministerially 
two or three days :—That one probationer begin his 
visitation where the former one terminated his:—
That.the Elders or managers keep in view the ar­
rangements, and that in all cases the Minister or 
Preacher respect the arrangement and abide by it.
z Entered on the consideration of the question, I Smith’s Ft 
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Barrie, it was Resolved, that until a Theological lln6 for an
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Rtations connected will, that Congregation, in aid of 
IJi. terrier the Minister of that 
the stations connected willi it.

It was agreed to receive the petition and to 
enter upon its consideration.

flic prayer of the petition was granted and the
Presbytery oi Flamboro’ were instructed to appoint 
a preacher to Caledonia, if possible, once a mil,. 
Mr. Boy dissented.

Read and received a petition, reported by the 
Committee on Hills and Overtures, from the Congre- 
galion of Goderich, praying for supplement of stipend.

On motion of Mr. Ba:rie seconded by Mr 
1 horn ton, it was Resolved, that the Synod refuse the 
prayer of tins petition, and appoint two members of 
Synod, not,,! the Presbytery of London, a deputation 
to visit the Congregation of Goderich, and v 
the Congregation the indignant feeling of ibis 
at the unchristian conduct of the Congregation, 
withholding temporal support from their pastor while 
under a very dark and trying dispensation of Provi­
dence, aggravated by years of failure to implement 

e,r solemn obligates to support their pastor, and 
that the Presbytery of London be requested to accom­
pany the deputation to Goderich on the Wednesday 
after the second Sabbath of July, and he empowered 
to decide m the case. Messrs. Roy and Barrie, to 
he the deputation. Mr. Roy to preaeli.

On the motion ol Mr. Porteous, seconded by Mr 
I hornton, it was Resolved, that in the distressing cir" 
^'instancesin winch the Rev. Charles Fletcher has 
been ami is yet placed, the Mission Committee he in­
structed to pay his whole annual supplement of £40

Read and received a petition from the Congrega- 
tion of Adelaide, transmitted from the Committee 0f 
Missions, praying for supplement, and coming with 
the recommendation of the Presbytery ofLondon that 
the sum of£12 10s, lie granted.

Having heard the Presbytery of London in the 
case it was agreed to approve their diligence and 
adopt the recommendation.

On motion of Mr. Dick, seconded Mr. Skinner 
it was unanimously Resolved, ’

Congregation, and

Traycr grunted.

Petition from Gode.

Deliverance on Pefi- 
llou.

convey to 
Court,I

Supplement lo Mr. 
Fletcher.

Peti'ion from Ada-
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Recommendatio*
adapted.
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in aid of 
lion, and !• I'li,at the Committee Missions be enjoined 

lo convey to the Board of Mis,ion* of the United 
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, and through them 
to the Church m general the unanimous and cordial 
thanks of this Synod for all their past kindness in 
contributing so liberally to the support of our weak 
congregations and stations, and also for their kindness 
m sending out so many men for the work of the min­
istry in this Country.

2. That the Committee be enjoined to request 
the continuance of this kindness as to the aid of the 
weak congregations, and also to request the Board of 
Missions to endeavor to obtain the services of such 
ministers or preachers as in their judgment may he 
mutable for the Church in Canada, the 
which are

on Î1 **poNif;ons of Mr

n and to

and the 
| appoint 
a month.

hy (he 
Congre- 

" stipend, 

by Mr. 
dtise the 
nbers of 
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lion, in 
or while 
r Provi- 
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tor, and 
accom- 
Inesday 
owered 
trie, to

necessities of
very great.

3. I hat in order to the Committee’s fumi-hinrr 
the Board with full particulars as to the wants of the 
Cluitch here, the Presbyteries he enjoined 
Mission Committee, to slate to

1st. How many organized congregations they h 
within their hounds which are prepared to receive 
ministers.

2nd. To state the probable amount of annual sti­
pend each congregaiion of this class may be expected 
to gyve in the event uf obtaining a minister.

3rd. To state the number of unorganized stations
vyhich might be occupied with advantage to the 
Church.

The Clerk was instructed to furnish the Commit- 
tee ol Missions with an authenticated copy „f the 
above Resolutions for immediate transmission to the 
Board of Missions in Scotland.

Adjourned to meet at o’clock.
Closed with prayer.

ave

by Mr. 
ing cir­
er has 

1 he in­
i'-£40. 
tgrega- 
itee of 
! with 
)n that

n (o Clerk.

XI. SEDERUNT.

Hamilton, 10th June, 1857.
o’clock,

was constituted by Dr.

\in the 
e and P. M.

The Synod met and 
Taylor, Moderator.

The minutes of last Sederunt were read and sus-inner,

tained.



Minutes of the United Presbyt’n Synod in Canada.166

Motion r^sorctinff 
Fruit seur. On morion of Mr. Proudfoot, seconded by Mr. 

i /, !l r i resolved in case of a communication 
rccv.nc^ to the appointment of a Professor of 

in'n° V ’/">i; received from the Board of Mission, 
f’>'“her nominating a person or persons in 

ji.V'jJ . fit fl11 ,hal office, or staling dfficul-
1 ' ' ! 'r f’("nion ln 'he present state of the refer-
.c - tilr,n m-urmountahie, that the moderator he

Sature Pn$8ented t0 ^ Goternment and Le­

ri t V10 ,RnV" Mr* Clarke,of London, and Rev. Mr.
, . 1,1 ,S""Coe, of the Congregational Church

= '.'G intrydnced bj Mr. Skinner, were invited to
respond.

T)raff ot Memorial on 
Sabbath Observance.

cor-
Motion.

tv , 11 U01' moved by Dr. Ferrier, seconded bv Mr. 
JJic,., .hat tho report be received and considered.

The vote being taken, the Amendment 
ried by a majority of 11 to 5.

The Memorial

Amendment.

! Amendment carried.
was car-

was then considered by para- 
Hw,’™ W CCrtain alterati,oni was adopted, as

rfir4—*v
That this Synod regard the Sabbath a, a Divine 

Institution, given to man while in a state of primeval 
perfection ; that its sanctions are permanent ; and 
tho full observance of it is an express command 
of tho Almighty, for in the Decalogue containing 
the grand epitome of all moral duty, it is auihnrit»^
I™'- '•“•«h “ ib«.w ,h. s.b’b.3, ",%
it holy ; and though it has been considered by some 
to he only a Jew'sh Institution, yet, being given 
sub .ant,ally to Adam, the head and representative 
of the race, and incorporated by our Lord Jesus

;
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,,l« •" legil‘mû’el»é„,,""r™””,M” Home °«ghl
and abuse8. in any of the Public D? “ ^‘ructions
prevent the proper observance 0f ,hP? ntS vvhich
llay> which God ma,le for man . ?St b,es*ed
commanded all men to hallow ’ d whlch he has

of lhUnited Prtms'b jCteriarî^hurc"h SrneP• ° ^ k*6 S>'nod
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(
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W- TAYLOR, D. D.

Moderator.W- FRASER, D
Dissenf,

1 ifi , REAS0ns pou DISSENT.

«-1 petition or memo-
pacity, we are entitled todem ‘f’r 011 r civil ca- 
ment of our country J "d from ‘he Govern-

|"8 - “»l—•
legitimate and consistent corse 07’d C0,nsider‘hat our 
mitary Church, to obtain for n C°nduct> as « vol- 
ngiits which have arelinn peoP,e ‘heir civil 
‘he people themselves, and to^imT,’ “ 1° en,i6hten 
all constitutional means to ohtJ “ l them t0 nse 
much as vve, as a Church Court'ach!^ inas" 
Penor, nor even equal in anv o , Î acknovv’e<!ge nosu- 
and inasmuch as vve have avowed T'’0"''" ,hc wor'd; 
ly- as a Synod, by making itThî h,Spn"ciP,e open- 
expressed in the proceeding th° vievvs

Eobt. Christie.
Thos. Christie.
James Rot.
Wm. M. Christie.
•YlLLIAM AlTKEN.
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STATISTICAL REPORT

Of the United Presbyterian Congregation of-
in the Presbytery \f_______________

ending on the 31 st of December, 1S5
----- for the Year

ZW One copy to be kept by the Congregation, and another delivered
Presbytery.

I. Number of Organized Congregations,...............
II. Number of Stations within bounds,...................

III. Average attendance.............................................
IV. Number of Members added.... ......................
V. Number of Members removed............................

i> VI. Number of Members on the Roll.......................
I'll. Number of Baptist

Number in Religious Classes,.. .........................
Number of Members attending Prayer Meetings,

X. Number of Volumes in Libraries,
XI. Number of Churches,....................

Is Church Property Deeded? ....
Amount of Congregational Debt,..

XI\ . Total Income.....................................
XV. Expenditure cn —

1. Stipend,............................. ..
~. Church Property,...............
3. Theological Fund...............
4. Synod St Presbytery Funds,
5. Synod’s Missions,........... -
C. General Missions, ...............
7. Contributions to the Poor,.
8. Incidental Expenses

(Signed)

to the

VIII.
IX.

XII.
XIII.

£

Clerk of Congregation. 

Minister.

CJerk of Session.

x"
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