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ktaJ-stone

:

HERE RESTS

BELOVED WIFE OF JAMES SECORO,

Died Oct. 17. 1868,

ajeo 93 years.
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PREFACE.

^}

T i> ;i in liter off iiiuMMl niat ioii Mi;it ;i sec irid ••(lit ion cf '•'rii.' Story of
I-;iiii;i S.'c .rd" is rninir.'d, ;ini| i; i^a lulM.r of love on the I'.irt of tlio

pivsciit, writer li iiply wiMi tin- r.'Miiest of tji,. I'loidnit of liu-

I-iuidy^ L.iii.' IIi,foricil S .cicty to write the preface. To in fro-

due • Mr-i Ciir/. Ill t/) the piiiUe i^ triii '."ss.iry. Imt if is oidy lif and
riu'lif t li;it our i!id-!l)te(liu's^ to licr slioiild !„• ;.c'viiowle(lur,.(|. Whij,.

the work of file liisf ,rie d ^^.KJil•ti('s In. a.v;i'<eMed tli • |)i|l.lie to fjie need for his-

toric il investigation, t;. .Mr>. Ciiiv ,ii ixliin the interest in the story (.f Laura
SfC.rd: l)y her sfirrin- I, ,!la I, l.v ir^rdi iini t >lil so t liriljinyiy and with sii.-ii

I)athos, sweetness and p ,,ver. a;id hy tae present story told in noi.le pmse.
(althoii-xliother writers have also told the tal.' to Mrs. Cur/on principally W('

owe that I/nira Sec .rd is en,lirined in Canadiati h-arts as a liendiie. So Iohl'

as love of ciiintry is an iinpiiNe in the hiiinan hivast. so ion;,' as men and
woiiii'ii shall do and d ire to serve their c .iini ry-s(. io,ij,' shall the deed of this
brave woman on that siillry il ly in .liiiie he i ;d, an I s,, lont: s|,all hearts thiol)

Jii;rh ill sympathy with tlh- noi.le deed. May the day not he distant when
some memorial shall he erected titly to imrk the restin- place (,f (.iie wIk. did
her part so well to preserve to the Ihitish lOmpire what is nv acknowledged
to he the fairest jewel in her crown of c >l mial possessions.

For all that Mrs. Cur/on ris d(uie in investigating' knotty points in

Canadian history, for here mtriout ions to Canadian literature, for her work
while President of the Women's Historical Societ,y for the first two years of
its oxistencj-a well deserved honor, for all that sh,. has done to encoiira<;e
love of their land in Canadians, we rejoice to oay our tribute to the bio^'rapher
''I^aura Secord."

.1 ('

.liine J4tli. ls!H.

n^.
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Jl?e 5tory of l^aara ^e^ord.

u

^N till" ITtli OctdlHT, IS, •{. at Ml,, pretty villjiy:c' of Cliippawii, wIumv
she liiui lived tor lifty years as wife and widow, died at tlie a^,^e of
iiiiiety-tliree, "otieof the most patriotic and oouraKOoiis women of
any a^^' oi' countiy." *

Horn in ITT"., in Mas<acliusotts. the very foremost of tiie revolt-
in<r colonies. Laura Seeord, ,in In>iersol|. eanie to tiie Liien un-
opened west of Canada, the infant of her fatiiers family.

Thomas In^aMsoU was a wealthy man, of ^'ood social position in Massa-
chusetts, and his wife was Sarah, dau'jrhter of (Veneral .hthn ^Vhitin^^ of
(Jreat Karrinuton, County HerUs, Mass.. theref.ire Laura Iii^mm'soII was honi to
alliuence and station. Mut the InuersoU l)|(»()(i was loyal, atid could not broo!--

the forswearing' of oaths of alletriance and the comi)ulsor> terms of the new
doctrines of a ik'w liberty. Therefore, on tin- invitation of his old friend,
(iovernor Simciu-. who. as - Commander of the Queen's IJantriTs. a Koyalist
corps which had been raised in the revolted colonies, and had there done loyal
service for the Crown." t Mr. In-iersoll sou^dit Canada, the home of the
I'nited Empire Loyalists, and in accordance with Slmcoe's viewsof the future
of tiie country, sought to make his domicile, to^'et.her with ei^dity or nini'ty
families who came with him. in what is now Oxford County, on the banks of
the Thames. Certain drastic measures on the l)ar^ of a subse(|uent Covern-
ment seriously interb'red with the welfare of the little settlement, and .Mr.
IniiersoU himself removed to the newly -et oil' County of York, settlin<^- in tlio
Township of Etobicoke. whence he a-jain returned in the course of years to
U.xford.

In the meantime the infant dau^fiitei' was «rvowin^- up. sharitisi liardshi[)s
of which the ]iresent KH'tieration know nothin!,^ laboring' with her hands iti

concert with her mother and sisters for the comfort of the father and brothers
whose lives had to be spent battlin«: with nature, and ii, laying' the foun-
dations, deep and wide, of that civil and relii,'ious lilierty we now, perhaps too
complacently, enjoy. In those days the means of education were small.
Mothers and fathers whose learnin-,' and |)itlish had iieen received at Harvard,
William and Mary, and the mimerous seminaries founded by the munilicence

' Si'i> " I'lii' liiittliMil the lii'iM'li\V(Mi(lH," iKitrc 1. Ipv Major Knii'Ht ('nilkslidiiU.
t " lUUMtniti'd Tunnitii," hyi;. Mi'ivor Ailiiiii (ISDl.)
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of the Env'lisli (lovi'riiiin'tit and the liberal tastA's ui wealthy colonists, saw

with piiin tiicir own aflvantaues d'Miied to their children : hut like brave men
and true, tliey made tlie best of thin},rs, and, wli'le iinpartin^' to their cliildren

such knowledfje as they were able in the midst of sterner labors, never

omitted to avail for them of every opiuMtunity that came in tlieir way
wlietlier it were tlie occasional visit of some university !.M'aduate on the searcli

for a site of refu^'e. some civil olhci r whose duties i)lacL'd hiui ami»n;i tliem for a

ijrief period, some clertryman wliose widespread parish called him to periodi-

cal visits of Christian consulation and relifiious otiice, or sctme school, to be

reached only at a threat expense (.f me ins, time aiid laljor. that had been set on

loot at an important c,Mitre, such as York, Kinirston or Newark. Of such in-

termittent, tlio'ij.iii, it may truly l)e s;. id. thorouj^'h education, ti.o heroine of

the future partook a share; and as she developed into youth and beauty, she

was fain to shine at the otticial functions and entertainments of her father's

old and faithful friend. Major-General Simcoe, who had been littiiit,dy chosen, on

the settin^f otT, in 17!»l.of the western re<fion of Canada into a separate

province, as tirst Liv utenant-tiuvernor of I pper Canada.

At that period one of the most important families settled in the Niatjara

district were the Secords. This family was a iiotable one. Family documents
sliew that in the rei;,'!! of Louis X. of France a certain Maniuis d'Secor was a

marshal of his majesty's household. A son of this maniuis emljiaced the

Protestant faith, as also did younger branches of the family. Durini? the

nersceution of the IIu!,Mienots tliat preceded tlie massacre of St Hartlioloniew,

several of them suil'ered at the stake, and the family estates situated at La
llochelle were contiscated. The survivors escaped the massacre by Might to

En|.jland, together with some other noble families, among whom were

I ' Comte du Fuys. the Hideaux, and a Holland f;vmily, the Van Cortlandts.

Eventually live Secord brothers emigrated to America, wiiere they settled in

New Jersey, purciiasing large tracts of land, founding New IJochelle (West-

cliester County. N. V.) in honor of their ancient home, and engaging in

lumbering On the breaking out of tjhe Revolutionary War the family

divided; certain of them angliei/.ed their surname by i)lacing the d of nubility

at the end, tlius making it Secard. and otliers dropped the letter entirely, re-

maining oidy Secor. Fnited Empire Loyalists of the strictest type, the
Secords h id warmly espoused the King's cause, and, as a conseiiuenco, the five

Ijrothers. with their families liad to fly early in tlie struggle, leaving their

(j-tates, and reaching Kingston and Niagara by way of New Brunswick as best

they could. It is said that .lames Secord, who married Laura IngersoU— thus
giving her the name by which she is best known and will ever be commem-
orated— wiien only a cliild three yi-ars old had accf)mpanied his mf)tlier in her

Might tiirougli the wilderness, witli four other homeless women and many
children, to escape the fury of a band of rutlians who called themselves the
" Sons of Liberty." .\fter enduring frightful hardships for nearly a loontli,

they finally arr ved at Fort Niagara almost naked and starving.*

Such terri e experiences were by no means uncommon. In numerous well

authenticated cases, the men of the Loyalist families had to My for their lives

" .Soc tl)t> "Hattlc of Ili(> Hcoi'luvoodH," by Kriiest (.'rulk.,lmiik, i)ii(;i> 18, llrst (Hlltldii.
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leilvin^? tlioir wivrf4 ,!nd cliildroii, jxnnds aid cliiittcls, estates and iiioiicy, tlie

latter in all instances a forfeit to tlie new (foverniuent, tlie former to eiitcr an
unknown wilderness, tlieiuselves and tlieir little ones alike unprotected and
unsupjiorted, save Ijy that deep faith in Cod and love to Kiiitr and country
which, with tiieir personal devotion to their husbands, made of them heroines

whose story of unparalleled devotion, hardships patiently borne, m(/therhood
honorably sustained, industry and thrift perseverin^ly followedy/enterprise

successfully prosecuted, principle unwaveringly upheld, and tendt/iMiess never

surpassed, has yet to Ije written, and wlio>e share in the makiiitj/if this nation

remains to be equally honored with that of the men who bled ynd fouj,'lit for

its liberties.

Of enterprising teini)eraments and of lar^e ex|)erience ii/the commerce of

the time, the Secords set on foot lumber and t^jrist mills, ty^ether with the ac-

companying trade at Newark, (^ueenston an'' St. I)a/id's, and were soon

counted among the successful nuiii of the province. ]i/tt they were more, they

were Loyalists, and as such |)laced themselves upon Lm; militia roll as defenders

of Canada. As soldiers, each (feneration left a noWc record to their children,

and established a claim upon the !,'ratitiide of tl»<Mr country.

Major Ernest Cruikshank has done ^roocL/^'rvice to Canadian history in,

among much otlier similar research, 0)\\ij,t/m\i and editing "Some I'apers of an

Early Settler," which appeared 'in Uas^'ilhinil 'rrihiatr, in which the Secorus

are prominently mentioned. From these [lapers we learn that, as Hangers in

t'le Indian h.ipartment, miy bj found the nani^s of John Secord, sr.. .John

Secord, jr., David, Peter, Silas, Stephen, and .Solomon Secord. all mentioned
in a letter to Sir Guy Carleton from Col. .lohti Hutler, dated from Fori. Nia-

gara, l.")th .lune, 1777: and also in the following year the same names are to be

found on the muster-roll of Captain Walter Butler's company, bf'ing the

tlrst organized company of the celebrated partizan corps of Butler's Faingers.

That the Secords were settlers in tlie true sense of the term, and not

merely freebooting adventurers, as lias been mtst unjustly said of the men of

Butler's Bangers, is shown by the fact that immediately on the close of the

Bevolutionary struggle two brothers. I'eter and .lames Secord, applied to

(rovernor Ilaldimand. through Col. Butler, for the ironwork and stones neces-

sary to the furnishing of a saw and grist mill, to be built close to the Barracks

at Niagara. These furnishings they intended to buy in Lower Canada, but

were informed that " tht- mill could not be run as a private property, =) but

that the materials would be sent up, and the Secords allowed a fair profit for

managing it."

" It is almost certain.'" says Major Cruikshank. '• that this was ihe first

mill in the Province of I'pper Caiuida, and it was ' eyond (luestion tne first

built in the Niagara district.'" Moreover, these sime brothers appear in the

list of fanners to whom wheat for sowing was to oe supplied by the Govern-

ment.

Early in I7>'!> Major David Second, whose military record is as remarkable

for " hairbreadth 'scapes " as for heroic action, applied for and received a grant

• TlKM'ountry then l)t>liiK iit>ct>Bfmrlly iiiidor mUltftry ruli', private vi'iitun-s of tlio kind wuro
forhliMi'ii, It'Ht UiiM'liilms tor iiulcimiUy tm war losm'H sliuiild Itecoiiit' uiiJuly Ueiivy, or form a
source of tt'iniitiiUoii to n.'ckleasui'si*.



I: 'IMK ST(H!Y OF I.AIKA Si:( OI!I>.

of '-a siii>r|c l(tt it) LIk" t(i\vtislii|i (»t No. 1 (Niatiara). in tlie district of Nassau,"'

arifHatcr anotlicr jfiaiit of six liuiulrerl acres la'ar tlie present villain- of St.

David's, wiiicli rcci'ived its iiaiiu' fntiu liiiii Diiriii^: tlie war of is\-j, |k; lost

all lie iiad by tlie pillau'iii"/ «>f the Aiiieriein soidieiy at «,^iU'eiistoii, in which

loss others of lii> family and many of his neiy:hl)orb sulfered, and ijy the burn-

ing of St. D.ivid's. where mills, houses, cattle, horses, and securities for loans,

all pi'rishcd in the coiiilaj-'ration To these were added losses at Toronto and

other points in the c;)urse of the stru^i;ile

The Secords were all active defenders of their country. Tl e present

writer has seen on various rei,Mmental rolls in the Archives at Ottawa the

names of Major David Secoid, Lieutenant Courtiand Secord. (^)uarter- .Master

D.iniel Sec.trd, Captain Klijali, Sec:)rd, Lieutenant .lolin Secord, Sei'tri-ant

Jamo.s Secnrd, (tlii.s was undoubtedly Laura Secord's husband: under date of

2i»th .lull". 1^12, he is enrolled as Seri^eant ill ('apt. Oeo. flaw's Company, 1st

Lincoln Militia ) To these may l)e added others of the name, viz: Abraliam

.Secord. Edwin Secord. .lohn Secord (a^'e ^(iveii in the company roll, !!•), .loseph

Secord, Solomon Secord. Stephen .Secord—a list of loyal and patriotic men of

one race it would be iiard to match.

Nor was the Di<iersoll family, so s>^,(U to be united by a marriaffe with the

Secoris, less distin*,niislied for loyalty and military ardor. In I'ol. lo, M. (i.

noiiiliilnii Aivliins may be found the entry, dated r)th September, ]S()r>,

'•Thomas In^fersoll. Captain of the Militia of Oxford, London District.''

This militia c uisisted of one captain (Thomas In^'ersoll), one ensign, three

seri^feants, three coriiorals. and twenty-Hve rank and tile, 4tli June, 18U5; but
in 1 -^m the composition of said militia is stated as, one lieutenant, one ensign,

three corporals, one drummer, at:d forty-tive rank and tile.

No doubt much fuller proof of military service than one meagre record

could tie found wt!re the militia archives of that date to be consulted. It is,

however, certain from other sources tliat Charles Ingersoll fought in ISl^-lo,

and at the time of his sister's famous exploit was lying wounded at St. David's.

Latei' in life he held prominent public positions of trust in the gift of the
Goverrunent. and was also a higlily respected merchant and trader.

.lames Ingersoll, the younger lirother, was a magistrate of high repute,

and occupied a foremost position in the militia, in which he held the rank of

lieutenant-colonel at the time of his death, which event took i)laco on the iltli

August, ISS i, when he had lieen Registrar of Oxford County fifty-two years.

It was during tlie .years of Capt. Thomas Inger-soll's residence in Etobi-
coke, then, as to-day. a nourishing township, that .lames Secord married Laura
Ingersoll. Certain township records show that within that period .iames
Secord and his mother Sarah applied for certain permissions to prosecute a
business; thus we arrive at the conclusion that Mrs. Sarah Secord was at that
period a widow. When or where the marriage of the two young people was
performed, or who olliciated on the (>cc;ision, we have no record

;
judging from

the conditions of tl'e time we may fairly assume that the holy ceremony was
performed at her father's house, and that the clergyman who united the
future heroine to her young husband was the old frieiul of the two families,

whose parish extended from the banks of the Niagara to beyond Ancaster, tiie

Hev. Mr. Addison. Of their private life subsequently we know little, beyond

IMIPH
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tlu' statement made by a duuffhtornf tlie lioroino, tliat "tlieir married life was

a m;>st liai)[)y one," and that " at tlie date of the iVittle of (iueeiistoii Mei^'hts

(Oct. !•'{, 1811',) their family consisted of four daujihters and one son." Two
dauuiiters were Ijorn to Mr. and Mrs. Si-cord snljsenuentiy to tlie war.

Henceforward, si far as availaljle records \io, tiie history of l)otli tiie

Secords and In^rersolls is ;ibsorl)ed in tlie history of 'J'ln W'nr of isij.

Not lonf,' was it to remain so 1 The strife that proved to the full the

patience and heroism of Canadian men, l>rou^ht to the surface the d"Votion

and couraj,'e of Canadian women. Loi/nltif is n in-iiiciiilt , nut mi i iiitlni.

The first year of the war was past, and the invaders had trained nothintj.

Irritated by the want of success of their arms, tiie American people, always

excepting,' the saving' few, rated the (Jovernment, and the (Jovernment replied

by throwiut^ into the Held all the money and forces it could raise. liy land and
water tiie stru^'^rle was continued, and durintj the lirst portion of the cam-
pait,'ii of IHl.'l the Americans scored several important successes. In .lunc they
held Kort (Jeortre, and it had become the head(iuarters of their t^eneral, who,
irritated at tindinu; he had picked up a slieil with nothins,' in it, inllicted on

tlie inhabitants within his limits, whicli covered (,Jueenstori and reached un

towards liurlin^'ton. many unnecessary restrictions. Every male from the afje

of the boy to that of the octogenarian was [mt oii parole, or forbidden to leave

his immediate home on any pretence whatever.

General Vincent had retreated before tlie invadinj.; ffirco to lUirlinfrtcm

lleitrhts, and the situation looked very unpromising, mainly owint,' to the

absence of necessary reinforcements, when on the advice of Lieut.-Col. .John

Harvey, Djputy Adjutant-Genera! and principal stalT-ollicer to the division,

who had been atforded an opportunity of reconnoitrintr the enemy's position,

(reneral Vincent turned the scale of events in sonu' measure by a successful

nit?ht sortie upon the enemy, on the r)th of June at Stoney Creek. Sein^ that

the L'tyalists, tliou,fh cast down, were by no means destroyed. General Dear-

born tlioujiht to crush them in anotlier (luarter, and in some measure retrieve

the /»(v,s//;/c lost at Stoney Creek; and it seemed a /ery easy tliinif to do. At
the cross-roads at Heaver Dams, by wliich only could Vincent receive supplies

or reinforcements, was posted, in Decau's (or DeCew's) stone house. Lieutenant

Fitzi^'ibbon with a picked company of thirty men. all volunteers, several of

them veteran.s of the 4!)th— Brock's old rejriment, and to which Fit/gibbon be-

longed- and others, cadets of the York and the Lincoln militia, in charge of

certain stores. To take this post was to open up the whole peninsula, and for

this errand Col. Hoerstler, a gallant olTicer who had already distinguished him-

self, was ordered to prepare himself. He was in command of the 14th I'nited

States Infantry, one twelve and one six-pounder field guns, with ammunition

wagons, etc., a few cavalry, and volunteers; in all, six hundred and seventy-

three men—a mountain to crush a mouse! But .so confident were the Ameri-

cans of their ultimate success in annexing Canada— " the people'' indeed re-

garding it for some time as a mere walkover—that they were heedless of

proper precaution in an enemy's country, und /t(/^v(?—among themselves, to be

sure; but the old proverb, "stone walls have ears," was exemplitied on this

occasion; for hints of the intended niglit surprise fell from the lips of certain

the American soldiers in the house of James Secord, where, by the right of
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mik'lit. till' itiviidors weiv vvoiiL to iimko theinsL'lves fmc of sucli coniforts as it

alToi'lt'd

.Ijiims SiH' (I'd had Ikhmi dc^iirratoly wounded at tlu; Hattle of (^iieciiston

Ilci^ilit-i, and was at Iidiiio uiidi-r parolj Hut Lieutenant Kit/.^'il»l)on must be

warned : liis t'lianc' ajiainst tlio force tliat was to surprise liiiu was nil. More-

over tiie e)untr,v must he saved. And wlio could do it? The dilemma was

soon settled: Llic ioy;d iieart of tile devoted wife was to\iclied to tlie core at

tlie peril of the tinu'. and I^aura Secord, risinj,' tc tlie occasion, essayed u task

from wliicli siron^r men mi^jht Justly siirink.

Whoever now sliould travel from Queenston to Heaver Dams would tind a

line stone road to traverse all the way. Skirtiti^' ihe lovely and fertile vale of

St. David's, he would he tilled with admirati<ui, not more of tlic natural

scnery than of the tine agricultural district dotted with substantial homes
that would ijreet his eye on every hand On the north-west, as he advanced,

another fertile valley of jjreat extent would come into view. At three points

witiiin the valley the (.-hurch spires and tall chimneys of maiuifacturin^ vil-

la^ies would meet his vision, while on the shores of the blue waters of Lake
Ontaiio,— stretchin<,' away in the distance, two consideral)le jMjrt towns would

be distini,oiishable. At the back of the valley the traveller's eye would rest

upon hij-di lilulTs. richly wooded, curving' south-westerly, and losin^; themselves

in tlie hifjrh plateau on which he was advancing' lie would also observe with

much admiration the stupendous piece of entfineeriti<if that crosses the valley

from the liij^di land at his feet to the lake shore, the Locks of the Welland
(anal; and travelling; a little further, until the canal itself crossed his path,

he would lie stopped by a i.ia;.rniticent cantilever brid^te. Turning' to the left of

the brid^^e. about tifty yards fnuu the river bank, he would see a line memorial
stone to the memory of tlie killed at Heaver Dams.

Not such was the valley nor such the road in \i<V2, when Laura Secord
essayed her journey of patriotism and mercy. The whole of the valley was a

swamp traversed by inr'umerable creeks, full of wild creatures, and across

which no path led. The road was a (luaKtuire, and, moreover, was not open to

peaceful travel. To have inusued a direct route to Kitzgibbon at DeCew's
would ha\e been a tryinif and toilsome journey indeed, but the delicate

woman, the mother of live little children, was forbidden even that. The
enemy's pickets were out on all the roads; she would have to travel throuj^Mi

the swamp, climb the heights at Twelve-Mile Creek, push her way throu^'h

the beech woods, and reach DeCew's from the back. The distance involved

was the smallest item of the terril)le journey. The thickets of the swamp,
with its dense underbrush, the lurkin^'-place of the wolf, the wild-cat, the
bear, and the rattlesnake : the pathless wilderness with its onzy bottom, its

solitude, its terror, these were the real hardships, even the mountain, its

steep sides, its brawlin<ir stream, its dark mantle of \\r^\n forest was not so

terrible, for, once u\)on it. she mitiht meet a l^ritish picket; slie did not count
on Didians, a sutlicient terror in themselves if come upon unawares.

liut duty had to be done, and Laura Secord aid it. Leavin<j her home, her
sick husband and young children -not without many a scalding,' tear, we maybe
sure, tliouj;h all si^rtis of a^'itation had to be concealed -the brave woman set
forward on her journey, all unprepared tor it indeed, for she did not dare alter
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a.s it
lier usual early inorniiif,' attiru by one lota, and liarl to circumvent three
American sentries l)ofore she readied St. David's, one at her own tfate, where
the pretence of a strayed cow sumccid, tlie others by the true story of h sick
brother at St. David's.

At St. David's slio entered the swamp, Icnown to the older settlers still as
tlie Mlack Swamp, tliroujrli wliicii she ^,'uided herself l)v those sijjns of the
points of the compass known to most settlers in those times. But she lost her-
self more than once, and the moon was rising as she reached the further end.
All that lont;, hot sununer's day, from daybreak to moonlight, on the 2;{rd of
.June, she had traversed the haunted depths of the forest, alone, hungry, faint,
and, for the most part of tlie way, raj^'^^ed and shoeless. Even to-day we can
jud^e how short a time it would take to destroy every article of attire in a
thicket full of thorns and briers, of branches and fallen trees, of water and
boa. Wild creatures alarmed her, for the rattlesnake often strikes us he
springs his alarum, and the wild-cat drops from the high branches witliout
warning, or pursues his prey perseveringly until he is sure of his aim. Once
only she faltered, and it was at the dread cry of wolves; but they passed at a
distance, and she went on trusting more tiian ever to the Hand that guides
the world.

Crossing by means of a fallen tree the Twelve-Mile Creek, then a swollen
and considerable stream, for rains had been heavy for days previous, the
heroine climbed slowly and painfully the steep sides of " the mountain," and
on the ridge enwHintered a Hritish sentry. O joyful sight! A friend once
more! Hy him slie is directed to Fitzgibbon, still however, some miles dis-

tant. Her heart is ligliter, for she is within Hritish lines. Hut oh. how
heavy are her feet: She enters at length upon a little clearing, the trees have
been felled, and their twigs and branches strew the ground; they crack be-

neath her tread. Suddenly slic is surrounded by ambushed Indians, and the
chief throws up his tomahawk to strike, regarding the intruder as a spy.

Only by her courage in springing to liis arm is the woman saved, and an op-
portunity snatched to assure him of her loyalty. Moved Ijy pity and admir-
ation, the painted chief gives her a guide, and at length she reiiches Fitz-

gibbon delivers and verities her message, <uul faints.

It is a wonderful story. To-day, wlien we are lost in admiration of the
pluck of a Stanley, a .leplison, and a Stairs, with their bands of men diving
into the heart of Africa, we may reasonably ask ourselves which was the
greater, theirs or Laura Secords. The distinction is only a dilTerence of

climatic conditions; the end was the same, the unity and glory of the British

Empire, and the heroism is surely equal.

Fitzgibbon's prompt action, his success, and his promotion for it, are

matters of history. To Mrs. Sccord he was ever grateful, and never failed to

show it on occasion. Promotion came to him, but there was no reward for

Laura Secord, whose self-denying devotion to her king and country led to it.

Still, we are glad to say, not wholly unrecognized

:

" When in the summer of 18f)0, the Prince of Wales visited Queenston, the
veteran soldiers of the Canada side of the Niagara frontier signed an address

to Ills Royal Highness. Mrs. Secord claimed the privilege of signing it.

' Wherefore V ' was asked. She told her story, and it was allowed that she
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eminently deserved !i place anmiiw the sijjners. Her story was repeated to tlie

Prince of Wales. He was jjreatly interested, and learning that tlie heroine

liad not mucii of this world's jroods sent her $.",ou soon after his return home In

attestation o! his appreciation of her patriotism '^—liotnonJ. L'tmxq, iu prirate

Utter tn Iht writn-, ISS4.

Nor did slie looli for reward, save that achieved by the success of her

errand. Hut to-day, when we are pradually awakenlnjf to a better appre-

ciation of the heroes who auve us, by preservin^r to us, our liberties, we know
that Laura Secord ou(4ht to find a place amon^ them. We have been less sus-

ceptible to greatness than tlie ancients, in whose J*antheon the deities were

not all Kods. Nevertheless, we have not been wholly unmindful; we have

contemplated doin^' the niemory of Laura Secord some honor; we have ap-

proached our Provincial Legislature for a ^jrant to be expended on marking her

last rest iMK-pl ace, in Drummondville Cemetery, with a memorial stone some-

what worthy of her and of us We are ready to open a subscription list on the

part of the men and women of Ontario, If It should prove desirable to supple-

ment such jrrant as we may obtain, in order to carry out to the full our sense

of the heroine's deserts. Put let us not be laiigards; time flies!

Within the last decade a great awakening of interest In the details of our

history has been remarked in our literature, and it Is not to be wondered at

that the romantic story of Laura Secord's heroism has touched the Imagination

of our poets. Mair, Machar and .lakeway have sung of her In harmonious
strains, while many a laurel has been laid on her lowly tomb by others. Mrs.

J. 1). Edgar, whose tine volume, "Ten Years of Peace and War," forms so

valuable an addition to our historical records, in tellh.g Mrs. Secord's story,

says: "As to Laura Secord's reward, it has come to her In the fame that rests

on her name whenever the story of 1812 Is told."
" The heroine lived until the year 18(58, and sleeps now in that old ceme-

tery at Drummondville, where lie so many of our brave soldiers. There is no
' Decoration Day ' in Canada; but if there were, surely this woman is entitled

to the laurel wreath."

And in writing on a matter less directly dealing with the story of woman's
heroism, Mrs. Herbert says ; "It gave Gen. Herbert and myself the greatest

pleasure and interest, last week, to visit Niagara and its ever-raeraorable sur-

roundings, especially the field of Lundy's Lane. I trust the spot where Laura
Secord rests will be marked by a monument worthy of the brave and noble
spirit we all must honor."

As sings Charles Sangster:— '

" The hero deptl can not expire,
The dead stiU play their part.

Raise high the monumental atone I

.\ nation's fealty 1h theirs.
And we are the rojoli'lng heirs,
The honored sons of sires whose cares
Wo take upon us unawares.

As freely as our own."

S. A. CURZON.
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